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ee  Leaders  Scheduled 
Minister’s  Study  Week 


As  a  part  of  the  Minister’s  Study  Week 
scheduled  for  January  10,  11,  and  12  at 
Centenary  College,  three  outstanding 
leaders  will  present  their  courses. 

Dr.  Bruce  C.  Birch,  Professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C.  will 
present  a  course  entitled  “Old  Testament 
Images  for  Christian  Faith.”  Five  major 
theological  images  from  the  Christian 
Faith  will  be  discussed.  They  are 
Creation,  Exodus,  Covenant,  Exile,  and 
Shalom.  His  course  will  begin  on 
Monday,  January  10  at  1:00  p.m.  and  will 
end  Tuesday  at  4: 30  p.m . 

Dr.  David  Trickett,  Associate  Minister 
of  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  will  present  an  all  day  course 
entitled  “Theology  in  the  Wesleyan 
Tradition.”  It  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m. 
Wednesday  and  conclude  at  3:30  p.m.  the 
same  day. 


The  Shreveport  District  Board  of  Laity 
will  be  hosting  Dr.  John  C.  Holbert  as  he 
presents  his  course  entitled,  “Job:  The 
Struggle  is  All.”  His  lectures  will  be 
presented  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednes¬ 
day  nights  to  the  class  assembled  in 
the  TV  studio  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport.  The  lectures  will 
be  televised  via  satellite  from  7  p.m.  to 
8  p.m.  for  churches  with  downlinks.  All 
pastors  are  encouraged  to  have  their 
members  go  to  the  nearest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  a  downlink  to  receive 
the  lectures.  After  each  broadcast  there 
will  be  a  period  of  discussion  for  those 
attending  the  lectures  in  the  TV  studio. 

All  persons  interested  in  attending  are 
requested  to  contact  Kay  Madden, 
Director  of  Church  Relations,  2911 
Centenary  Boulevard,  Shreveport,  LA 
71104. 


Pastoral  Letters 


By  THE  REVEREND  CHARLES 
HUMPHREYS 
Mansfield,  Louisiana 
A  Lesson  Learned 

It  was  Sunday  a  week  ago  that  I  was  at 
my  usual  place  on  Sunday  morning.  The 
time  was  9:00  a.m.,  and  we  were  starting 
the  worship  service  up  at  Grand  Cane 
with  Sunday  School  soon  to  begin  in 
Mansfield.  On  that  particular  Sunday  the 
Blanche  Knott  Class  was  to  see  a  16mm 
film.  It  was  all  set  up  and  ready  to  roll. 
No  sooner  than  the  film  was  cut  on  than 
the  projection  lamp  burned  out.  There 
was  much  scurrying  around  locating  a 
new  lamp,  which  proved  to  be  no 
problem,  but  putting  it  in  the  projector 
was  the  problem.  The  instructions  could 
not  be  located,  and  it  seems  that  the 
preacher  was  the  only  one  who  knew  how 
to  change  the  lamp,  and  he  was  in  Grand 
Cane.  Therefore,  the  film  was  not  shown 
that  Sunday.  Fortunately  we  were  able  to 


Around  The  Conference 
Luke- Acts  Study  Planned  at 
l  Broadmoor  UMC ,  Baton  Rouge 

>•  A  seminar  on  Luke-Acts  for  clergy  and  laity  will  be  held  at  Broadmoor  United 

;•  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  on  January  9,  10,  and  11.  Dr.  Lindsey 
Pherigo,  Professor  of  New  Testament,  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology,  will  lead 
the  five  session  seminar.  There  will  be  three  evening  sessions  beginning  at  7 : 00 
•:  p.m.  and  concluding  at  9:30  p.m.  The  three  sessions  will  cover:  (1)  an  overview 
:•  of  Luke-Acts  with  emphasis  on  the  theological  and  literary  traits  of  the  writer; 
•:  (2)  a  concentrated  study  of  Acts;  and  (3)  a  comparison  of  Paul’s  Theology  in 

:•  Acts  with  that  of  his  letters. 

••  Morning  sessions  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  January  10  and  11  will  start  at  9:45 
•:  a.m.  and  last  until  12:00  noon.  These  sessions  will  be  primarily  designed  to 
:•  explore  the  deeper  issues  raised  by  the  writer  of  Luke-Acts. 

•j  To  register  for  the  seminar,  call  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
>•  office  at  504-924-6269.  Ministers  may  receive  1.0  CEU  credit  by  registering  in 
>j  advance,  paying  $10  fee,  and  attending  all  five  sessions. 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Jr.  is  the  pastor  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
*  Baton  Rouge. 


Receiving  the  "Woman  of  the  Year”  award  from  the  Franklin  Business  and 
Professional  Women’s  Club  is  Mrs.  Cora  Lunny  of  the  Franklin  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Pictured  is  Mr.  Oray  Rogers,  Franklin,  Louisiana,  town  councilman 
presenting  the  key  to  the  city  to  Mrs.  Lunny.  The  presentation  of  the  award  was 
made  to  Mrs.  Lunny  at  a  banquet  in  her  honor  at  the  Forest  Restaurant  on 
December  6,  1982.  She  was  cited  for  her  many  community  services  and 
especially  her  church  work.  Nominations  for  Mrs.  Lunny  to  receive  this  award 
were  made  by  the  Franklin  Garden  Club,  the  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Franklin  UMC,  and  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America. 

The  Reverend  Ira  M.  Robinson  is  the  pastor  at  Franklin  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Doctor  of  Ministry 
Conference  to  be  Held 

The  possibility  of  beginning  an  extension  group  for  Doctor  of  Ministry  work 
through  Emory  University  will  be  the  topic  of  discussion  at  a  conference  to  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  January  25, 1983  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Headquarters  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Leading  the  conference,  which  will  be  held  from  11:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m.,  will 
be  John  Mason  Stapleton,  Professor  of  Church  Ministries  and  Director  of 
Doctor  of  Ministry  Studies  at  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Stapleton  has  advised 
that  all  interested  persons  of  whatever  denomination  are  invited  to  attend  the 
conference.  The  hope  is  to  establish  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  beginning  in 
the  fall  of  1984.  Dr.  Chuck  Simmons,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
a  D.  Min.  graduate  from  Candler  will  be  present  at  the  meeting  for  an 
interpretation  of  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  from  his  experience. 

Any  interested  persons  should  contact  John  Mason  Stapleton  at  Emory 
University,  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  30322. 


Seminar  for  Church  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 

Secretaries  to  be 
Held  January  19 


to  be  Held  in  Alexandria 


hold  the  film  over  so  the  class  saw  it  the 
next  Sunday. 

Here  was  a  lesson  for  me.  I  knew  that 
other  people  besides  myself  should  be 
able  to  change  that  lamp  or  at  least  know 
where  the  instructions  were  kept.  But  it 
was  always  easier  to  “do  it  myself.”  The 
easy  way  had  deprived  our  people  of  the 
“light”  they  needed  at  a  critical  time. 
Granted  that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  life  or 
death,  but  I  can  see  that  there  may  come 
times  when  the  light  people  need  in  a 
deeper,  spiritual  way  might  mean  the 
difference  between  life  and  death.  You 
and  your  neighbor  need  to  be  able  to  offer 
that  spiritual  light  to  a  person  in  need. 
The  best  way  to  have  it  at  your  fingertips 
is  to  have  immediate  access  to  it  every 
day.  Study  the  Word,  spend  time  on  your 
knees,  be  in  God’s  house  every  Sunday, 
and  the  Light  will  be  there  when  you  need 
it.  Don’t  depend  on  someone  else  to  get  it 
for  you. 


The  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  will  be  held 
January  18  and  19  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Alexandria.  The  theme 
for  the  Assembly  will  be  “Local 
Churches  Working  Together.’’ 
Approximately  150  Assembly  delegates 
will  come  as  official  representatives.  The 
general  public  is  invited  to  the 
ecumenical  worship  service  at  7:30  p.m. 
on  January  18.  Also,  clergy  and 
interested  lay  persons  are  invited  to  the 
workshop  on  the  theme  from  1 : 30  to  5:00 
p.m.  on  January  18  and  8:45  to  10:00  a.m. 
on  January  19. 

The  Assembly  will  begin  with  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
11:00  a.m.  on  January  18.  Most  of  the 
bishops  and  judicatory  heads  of  the 
denominations  in  the  state  will  be 
present.  The  Assembly  business  session 
will  be  called  to  order  at  1:00  p.m.  by 
Mrs.  Margaret  Browder,  president.  At 
1:30  p.m.  Bishop  Willis  Henton  of  the 


Western  Diocese  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
will  moderate  the  workshop.  The 
following  well-known  leaders  will  assist: 
the  Reverend  Joseph  W.  Witmer, 
Associate  Director,  Bishops’  Committee 
for  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious 
Affairs;  the  Reverend  Glenn  Igleheart, 
Director  of  Interfaith  Witness  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention;  the 
Reverend  Canon  Warren  Crews, 
president  of  the  Episcopal  Diocesan 
Ecumenical  Officers;  and  the  Reverend 
Lewis  Lancaster,  Jr.,  Staff  Associate  for 
Ecumenical  Coordination  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S. 

The  annual  worship  service  of  the 
Conference  has  been  planned  by  The 
Reverend  Monsignor  Amos  Vincent  of 
the  Diocese  of  Lake  Charles.  Mr.  H. 
Dorman  Clayton,  the  music  director  of 
the  host  church,  will  direct  a  choir 
composed  of  members  from  various 
churches  in  the  city.  Mrs.  Linda  Epley 
will  be  the  organist. 


The  business  of  the  Assembly  will 
include  a  report  on  the  building  and 
dedication  of  the  chapel  at  the  Louisiana 
State  Penitentiary  at  Angola.  The 
Assembly  will  receive  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  State  Convention,  which  is 
composed  of  the  Louisiana  Churches  of 
the  National  Baptist  Convention,  U.S. A., 
Inc.,  into  the  membership  of  the 
Conference.  Also,  new  judicatory  heads 
will  be  presented  to  the  Assembly.  These 
will  include  Bishop  William  Friend  of  the 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Alexandria- 
Shreveport  and  Bishop  Marshall  Gilmore 
of  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Also,  the  Assembly  is  expected 
to  discuss  the  participation  of  the 
churches  in  the  1984  World  Exposition  in 
New  Orleans  and  will  consider  a  task 
force  on  Christian-Jewish  relations. 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  will  be  nominated 
as  president  of  the  Conference  for  1983. 
The  Assembly  will  conclude  at  noon  on 
January  19. 


National  Association  of  Local  Church  Communicators  Conference 


E.  Jane  Mall 


E.  Jane  Mall,  author  of  11  books 
including  Abingdon’s  “Handbook  for 
Church  Secretaries,”  will  lead  a  unique 
seminar  for  church  secretaries  on 
Wednesday,  January  19  from  9:00 a.m.  to 
4:00  p.m.  Solutions  to  local  church 
secretaries’  most  common  problems  will 
be  discussed  at  the  seminar  for 
secretaries  and  their  pastors  to  be  held  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
corner  of  North  and  East  Boulevards  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Jane  Mall,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  is  an 
accomplished  secretary,  author  and 
editor  of  “Swap  Shop,”  a  newsletter  for 
church  secretaries. 

Sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Education 
Services,  the  .seminar  will  include 
information  on  the  role  of  the  church 
secretary,  an  “idea”  workshop  on, 
techniques  and  resources  and  an  in-depth 
workshop  on  membership  records. 

Each  participant  will  receive  a  copy  of 
Mall’s  book  “Handbook  for  Church 
Secretaries.”  The  seminar  will  begin  at 
9:30  a.m.  and  end  at  4:00  p.m.  with  lunch 
included  in  the  $30.00  registration  fee. 
Registration  and  browsing  is  from  9: 00  to 
9:30a.m. 

Participants  may  discuss  bulk  mail 
and  pre-sort  regulations  with  a  U.S. 
Postal  Service  representative  or  visit  the 
Gestetner  and  Cokesbury  displays 
during  lunch. 

Designed  to  help  church  secretaries  do 
a  better,  more  creative  job,  the  seminar 
offers  .7  CEU  (Continuing  Education 
Unit)  for  full  participation.  Participants 
must  be  registered  by  January  11 . 

The  Church  Secretaries  Seminar  is  a 
professional  growth  seminar  sponsored 
by  Cokesbury  Educational  Services. 
Cokesbury  is  the  retail  sales  division  of 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

For  more  information,  contact  your 
district  superintendent. 


The  National  Association  of  Local 
Church  Communicators  Conference  will 
be  held  at  the  International  Hotel  in  New 
Orleans,  Friday  and  Saturday,  January 
21-22,  1983.  Registration  will  be  held  at 
the  Superdome.  For  convenience, 
registration  will  be  open  until  9:00  p.m. 
on  Thursday  evening,  and  from  8:00  a.m. 
to  5: 30  p.m.  on  Friday. 

Workshops  will  include:  Computers  in 
Media  and  the  Church.  James  A.  Ryan, 
Regional  Marketing  Specialist,  Scott, 
Foresman  and  Company,  Tucker, 
Georgia;  Dr.  J.  Gordon  Schleicher, 
Chairman  of  the  Computer  Use 
Committee,  Detroit  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  lead  this 
workshop.  Video  Program  Development. 
Dr.  Lynn  Wahl,  Executive  Director, 
Interfaith  Cable  Committee  will  lead  this 
workshop.  It  will  explain  how  to  develop 
effective  video  programming,  how  to* 
budget  for  video  production,  and  how  to 

Coming  Soon 


maximize  available  resources.  Dr. 
William  M.  Hammell,  of  the 
Communications  Department  of  Loyola 
University,  will  lead  a  general  session  on 
The  Narcotic  Effect  of  the  Electronic 
Media.  Identification,  Selection  and 
Production  of  Religious  News,  will  be  led 
by  William  W.  O’Donnell,  KSG, 
Associate  Director  of  Communications, 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Arkansas. 

As  part  of  the  Conference,  COMMTEX 
International  will  take  place. 
COMMTEX  International  is  the  number 
one  Exposition  for  Communications  and 
Information  Technologies  —  the  largest 
and  most  comprehensive  of  its  kind  in  the 
country.  It  offers  a  unique  opportunity  to 
see  all  the  products  of  traditional  and 
emerging  technologies.  COMMTEX  is 
known  the  world  over  as  the  “Showcase 
of  the  A-V  Industry,”  where  new 
products  are  introduced  firstrit  features 
the  widest  range  of  A-V,  video  and 


Preacher-Teacher  Event 


microcomputer  equipment  and 
materials  (software  and  courseware) 
with  more  than  400  major  manufacturers 
and  producers  displaying  their  latest 
products.  All  present  will  be  able  to  meet 
with  thousands  of  media  users,  dealers, 
distributors,  manufacturers  and 
producers,  and  will  be  able  to  see  the 
latest  in  video  cameras,  recorders,  discs, 
monitors  and  related  equipment,  micro¬ 
computer  equipment,  video  tape  re¬ 
corders  and  duplicators,  multi-image 
equipment  and  programs,  etc.  All  this 
and  more  will  be  on  display  at  the 
COMMTEX  International  Exposition  on 
the  playing  field  of  the  Superdome 
in  New  Orleans.  The  dates  for  COMM¬ 
TEX  are  Saturday,  January  22,  from 
12:00  noon  to  6:00  p.m.  Sunday  Janu¬ 
ary  23,  from  12:00  noon  to  6:00  p.m. 
and  Monday,  January  24,  from  9:00  a.m. 
to  1:00  p.m. 

Registration  information  may  be 
secured  by  writing  to 
NALCC CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION 
National  Audio-Visual  Association 
3150  Spring  Street 
Fairfax,  VA  22031 


The  Preacher-Teacher  event  which  is 
co-sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  Section  on  Christian 
Education  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  is  slated  to  be  held  at  Glen  Lake 
Camp,  Glen  Rose,  Texas,  February  21- 
24, 1983. 

This  event  focuses  on  the  educational 
role  of  the  pastor  in  the  small 
membership  church,  teaching  the 
people,  recruiting  and  training 
leadership,  and  motivating  the  lay 
members  to  full  discipleship  in  the 
specific  local  church. 

The  event  begins  Monday,  February  21 
with  the  arrival,  dinner,  and  orientation. 
Activities  conclude  with  lunch  on 
Thursday,  February  24. 


Workshops  include  District  and 
Conference  Support  for  Christian 
Education  in  Small  Membership 
Churches,  Teacher  Training  in  Small 
Membership  Churches,  Effective 
Confirmation  Class  with  a  Few 
Members,  Adapting  New  UMC 
Curriculum  Resources,  Smorgasbord 
Ideas  for  Christian  Education  in 
Summer,  Youth  Ministry  With  and 
Without  a  Group,  Opportunities  for 
Strong  Adult  Program,  Christian 
Education  in  Cooperative  Parish  or 
Clusters,  The  Church  School  —  An 
Evangelism  Tool,  and  Christian 
Education  in  Ethnic  Minority  Churches. 

Two  Continuing  Education  Units  are 
available  to  those  interested,  through 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

For  more  information,  contact: 
Preacher-Teacher  Training  Event, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  TX  75275,  (214  )  692-2124. 
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ANNOUNCING 

1983 


CONVOCATION  OF  BOARDS 
JANUARY  20-21-  22,  1983 


FIRST  CHURCH 


BATON  ROUGE 


BOARDS  —  COMMISSIONS  —  COMMITTEES  BEGIN  MEETING  AT  2:00  P.h 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY  20th  AND  CONTINUE  INTO  SATURDAY, 
JANUARY  22nd.  ALL  WHO  ARE  MEMBERS  OF  BOARDS 
SHOULD  PLAN  TO  ATTEND  WHEN  THEIR  GROUP 
IS  SCHEDULED  TO  MEET!!! 


THE  PRESENTATION  OF  NEW  AND  EXCITING  CONFERENCE  PROGRAMS  WILL 
BE  FEATURED  AT  THE  DINNER  HOUR  ON  FRIDAY,  JANUARY  21,  6:00  P.M. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Edl'lOria/s 

How  should  the  church  minister 
to  persons  who  are  unemployed? 


rVE  MAP£  UP  MY 
WIMP-m  OOIUCj 
TO  6tV£  NVOR£ 
FINANCIAL  SUPPORT 
TO  MY  CMS 


“I  have  no  income,  no  food  stamps,  no 
welfare  checks.  I  have  only  the  clothes  on 
my  back  and  the  $6  I  made  today  for 
selling  a  unit  of  plasma  to  the  Red 
Cross.” 

With  those  words  one  of  Houston’s  new 
“street  people"  explained  to  the 
Reporter  why  he,  an  unemployed 
accountant,  was  spending  the  night  in  a 
shelter  provided  by  the  Bering  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  (see  related 
storyr  elsewhere  in  this  issue).  His 
statement  equally  describes  many 
persons  in  a  growing  number  of  cities 
where  high  unemployment  has  produced 
devastating  consequences. 

According  to  the  most  recent 
estimates,  some  12  million  American 
workers  are  unemployed.  For  many  of 
these  persons,  the  new  year  began  with 
the  expiration  of  their  unemployment 
benefits  or  the  cutoff  of  federal  funds 
supporting  some  other  assistance 
programs.  Many  private  organizations 
also  have  less  to  give  than  before.  So  the 
outlook  is  bleak  for  persons  who  have 
become  victims  of  our  nation's  highest 
unemployment  since  the  Great 
Depression. 

The  church  often  has  been  criticized 
for  its  “band-aid”  or  “Christmas 
basket"  approach  to  helping  persons  in 
need.  Without  question.  Christians 
should  be  concerned  about  the  “long 
term”  as  well  as  the  “short  term"  in 
addressing  human  needs.  Like  the  Good 
Samaritan,  however,  someone  needs  to 
assume  responsibility  for  ministering  to 
persons  who  are  facing  serious 
immediate  needs  and  have  nowhere  else 
to  turn  for  help. 

Few  local  churches  can,  or  should, 
attempt  to  conduct  a  comprehensive 
social  outreach  program  to  persons  in 
need.  However,  we  believe  it  is 
altogether  possible  for  most 
congregations  to  provide  —  either 
individually  or  cooperatively  —  some 
form  of  emergency  assistance  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  persons  in  need. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  such 
assistance  can  be  provided.  We  have 
published  several  news  features  during 
recent  weeks  regarding  efforts  by 


churches  and  individual  Christians  to 
deal  with  the  effects  of  unemployment. 
Following  are  some  additional  examples 
of  how  we,  as  Christians,  can  exhibit  our 
faith  to  persons  in  need: 

•  Churches  with  unused  space  can 
provide  emergency  shelter  for  example 
to  people  who  are  homeless. 

•  Church-sponsored  "food  pantries” 
and  used-clothing  shops  can  be  made 
available  to  persons  temporarily  lacking 
the  means  to  feed  and  clothe  themselves. 

•  “Soup  kitchens”  can  be  created  and 
staffed  by  volunteers  to  provide  hot, 
nutritious  meals  on  a  daily  basis. 

•  Borrowing  from  the  largely 
successful  effort  to  resettle  refugees 
from  Vietnam  and  Cambodia,  local 
churches  can  sponsor  needy  families 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  who  are 
trying  to  relocate  and  receive  a  fresh 
start. 

•  Church-sponsored  child-care 
programs  can  enable  some  mothers  to 
work  at  least  part-time,  without  most  of 
their  earnings  being  used  for  child  care. 

•  Churches  can  gather  and  make 
available  information  regarding 
employment  opportunities,  and 
challenge  employers  to  provide  jobs  for 
persons  who  are  unemployed  and 
seeking  work. 

As  our  reports  have  indicated,  it  is  not 
unusual  for  such  special  ministries  to  be 
met  by  opposition  either  from  church 
members  (who  consider  them  too  costly) 
or  persons  in  the  community  (who  fear 
the  effects  of  “attracting  undesirables” ), 
or  both.  Despite  the  economic  strain 
currently  facing  many  local  churches, 
we  believe  there  are  few  congregations 
which,  if  sufficiently  motivated,  could 
not  do  more  to  assist  persons  beset  by 
misfortune.  At  the  very  least,  we  should 
be  prepared  to  receive  persons  who  come 
to  us  for  help  in  a  spirit  of  Christian 
compassion.  Many  of  these  persons  have 
never  had  to  ask  for  assistance  before, 
and  are  troubled  and  embarrassed  by 
their  need  for  a  “handout."  To  the  limits 
of  our  energies  and  resources,  we  should 
seek  to  respond  so  as  to  personify  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  message  while  giving 
them  a  "hand  up.” 


The  church  cannot  be  expected 
to  fulfill  the  government’s  duties 


Although  we  affirm  the  need  for 
Christians  to  respond  concretely  to 
persons  who  are  suffering  the  effects  of 
unemployment  and  other  forms  of 
economic  trauma  (see  preceding 
editorial),  we  believe  it  is  past  time  to 
recognize  that  the  efforts  of  churches  and 
other  voluntary  organizations  cannot 
fully  “take  up  the  slack"  created  by 
recent  cuts  in  federal  spending  for 
human  services.  In  fact,  careful 
reflection  makes  such  suggestions 
appear  so  unrealistic  as  to  be 
irresponsible  —  whether  they  come  from 
political  leaders  or  church  officials. 

For  example,  some  $35  billion  was  cut 
from  the  federal  budget  in  1982  for 
human  service  programs  affecting 
mostly  low-income  persons.  By 
comparison,  the  combined  total  income 
of  "mainline"  Protestant  churches  in 
1981  was  only  $5.7  billion.  Even  if  all  the 
income  of  all  the  churches  and 
synagogues  in  the  nation  could  be  pooled 
and  given  to  needy  persons  —  which  is 
patently  impossible  —  only  a  little  more 
than  half  of  the  lost  federal  resources 
would  be  supplied. 

Similarly,  a  proposal  frequently 
suggested  by  some  government  officials, 
and  echoed  by  some  church  leaders 
would  have  each  local  church  in  the 
nation  “adopt"  10  needy  families.  At  a 
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Here  I  Stand 

How  long  will  world  continue  to 
deny  efficacy  of  Jesus  ’  teaching? 


By  RAY  WEIDE 

With  the  human  race  facing 
annihilation  by  way  of  nuclear  warfare, 
the  relevancy  and  need  for  the  teachings 
of  Jesus  have  become  more  imperative 
than  ever  before  —  consider  just  one  of 
the  world’s  problems,  the  Jewish- 
Palestinian  conflict.  That  these  people 
are  capable  of  loving  no  one  can  deny. 
We  saw  them  express  their  love  to  those 
of  their  own  kind  many  times  via  Ty,  but 
each  seems  bent  upon  the  destruction  of 
the  other  over  wrongs  which  they  have 
committed  against  each  other  in  the 
past.  Like  many  of  us,  they  have  placed 
limits  upon  their  love  and  denied  the 
indisputable  logic  that  it  is  only  as  we 
come  to  love  our  enemies  and  do  good  to 
those  who  despitefully  use  us  that  there  is 
any  hope  of  bringing  an  end  to  the  blood¬ 
shed  and  terror  of  the  present  and  future. 
Jesus  taught  that  God’s  love  is  limitless 
and  abundant,  but  when  we  place  limits 
upon  it  within  our  own  way  of  life,  we 
place  limits  upon  the  love  which  He  can 
demonstrate  to  the  world  through  us. 

Perhaps  some  may  ask,  how  do  we 
define  this  love  which  Jesus  talked  about 
and  demonstrated  so  graciously  in  His 
own  life?  We  suggest  it  to  be  that  quality 
of  the  spirit  which  prompts  and 
motivates  a  person  or  community  of 


people  not  only  to  desire  but  be  willing  to 
help  others  develop  the  potential  which 
they  possess  for  constructive  and 
wholesome  living.  In  other  words,  it  is  to 
give  the  best  within  us,  in  order  to  bring 
the  best  out  of  others.  This  can  be  no 
sentimental  splurge;  it  must  be  a 
consistent  way  of  living  and  acting,  and 
is  the  most  rational  approach  to  a 
solution  of  our  problems  ever  presented 
to  humankind. 

We  wonder  how  long  the  world  will 
continue  to  deny  the  efficacy  of  Jesus’ 
teachings.  How  much  blood  will  be  shed? 


Ray  Weide 
How  much  destruction  will  take  place? 
How  many  hearts  will  be  broken  before 
we  develop  the  spiritual  insight  to 
recognize  that  we  were  created  for  His 
way  of  living  and  welcome  it  into  the 
mainstream  of  the  world’s  political, 
economic  and  religious  life? 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Ray  Weide.  a 
of  Trinity  UMC  in  Hiawatha. 

(Kansas  East  Conference) . 


member 

Kansas 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
approximately  700  member-families  of 
the  Grace  UMC  in  Denver,  Colorado 
(Rocky  Mountain  Conference), 
approximately  850  member-families  of 
the  Kingwood  UMC  in  Kingwood,  Texas 
(Texas  Conference  ),  approximately  700 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Mesquite,  Texas  (North  Texas 
Conference)  and  approximately  750 
member-families  of  the  United 
Methodist  Temple  in  Port  Arthur,  Texas 
( Texas  Conference ) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 


more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing: 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church's  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Denver, 
Kingwood,  Mesquite  and  Port  Arthur  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Jesus  Christ  is  only  model  the  church  needs 
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“low  budget"  cost  of  $10,000  for  a  family 
of  four  (by  1980  government  estimates), 
this  idea  is  as  unrealistic  as  the  first.  Its 
implementation  would  more  than  double 
the  annual  budget  of  a  typical  United 
Methodist  congregation. 

We  believe  any  realistic  analysis  of  our 
nation’s  economic  structure  would 
conclude  that  “voluntarism  in  the 
private  sector”  —  including  churches  — 
cannot  be  expected  to  provide  effectively 
and  comprehensively  for  the  public’s 
welfare.  Churches  can  and  should 
provide  "stop  gap”  ministries  which 
remove  the  harshest  edge  from  the 
suffering  many  people  are  experiencing. 

The  responsibility  for  promoting  “the 
general  welfare"  of  our  nation’s  citizens 
is,  like  providing  for  “the  common 
defense,”  insuring  “domestic 
tranquility”  and  establishing  “justice,” 
assigned  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  the  federal  government. 

Both  as  citizens  and  as  Christians,  we 
should  urge  our  elected  leaders  to  take 
with  equal  seriousness  the  fulfillment  of 
all  their  constitutional  duties.  We  believe 
efforts  by  government  leaders  to 
abdicate,  or  delegate  to  others,  some  of 
these  basic  duties,  should  be  rejected  — 
not  to  spare  the  church  from  additional 
effort  but  for  the  sake  of  justice.  At  the 
same  time,  the  church  can  do  its  work 
much  more  effectively  when  it  is  not 
being  depended  upon  to  do  the  work  of 
the  government. 


To  the  Editor: 

Reference  the  article  headlined 
“Cuba’s  approach  offers  model  for  the 
church”  in  the  Dec.  10  “Here  I  Stand.” 
The  church’s  model  is  Jesus  Christ,  and 
not  some  godless,  brutal,  and  repressive 
communist  dictatorship.  Jesus  Christ 
came  to  set  people  free.  Communism 
enslaves  people. 

Concerning  communism’s  ability  to 
supply  people’s  material  needs.  Mr. 
Woods  needs  to  remember  a  Polish 
saying:  Question:  What  would  happen  if 
the  communists  invaded  the  Sahara 
Desert?  Answer:  For  three  years 
nothing.  Then  there  would  be  a  shortage 
of  sand. 

David  Wahlfeld 
Williams,  Arizona 

Mr.  Woods’ column  on 
Cuba,  church  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  you  for  publishing 
the  article  by  Punch  Woods  in  the  “Here 
I  Stand”  in  the  Dec.  10  issue.  Mr.  Woods 
is  able  to  see  that  even  though  Cuba  does 
not  measure  up  to  the  high  ideals  of  a 
utopia,  nevertheless,  there  are  certain 
values  in  their  system  that  are  in 
harmony  with  the  ideals  of  the  church . 

At  a  time  , when  it  is  often  considered 
unpatriotic  and  unchristian  to  speak  of 
good  in  any  other  system  of  government 
than  our  own,  it  is  refreshing  to  get  a 
divergent  view.  If  the  church  continues 
to  refuse  to  carry  out  its  responsibilities 
to  others  it  will  not  be  surprising  to  hear 
the  message  of  compassion  coming  from 
strange  places. 

Avery  A.  Eastridge 
El  Paso,  Texas 

More  time  needed  in  Cuba 
to  get  appropriate  view 

To  the  Editor : 

Punch  Woods  was  absolutely  right  — 
his  one-week  stay  in  Cuba  was  all  too 
brief!  (Here  I  Stand,  Dec.  10). 

One  needs  at  least  two  years  (as  my 
husband  had)  or  even  a  lifetime  (as 
many  of  his  relatives  are  having)  to  get 
the  full  flavor  of  what  it’s  like  to  live 
under  communism. 

What  naivete!  If  we  applied  Cuba’s 
approach,  we  soon  would  have  no  church 
for  which  to  try  a  model  anyway.  Neither 
would  we  have  the  freedom  to  think  and 
act  according  to  our  intellect  and  will  to 


My  Witness 

When  new  pastor  went  to 
work  members  followed 


By  JIMMIE  N.  MORGAN 

When  we  were  getting  a  new  minister, 
our  congregation  reacted  as  most  small¬ 
town  United  Methodist  churches  do.  The 
Parsonage  Committee  made  sure  every¬ 
thing  was  in  order  there.  The  United 
Methodist  Women  planned  a  covered 
dish  supper  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  This 
was  our  regular  way  of  welcoming  a  new 
pastor.  There  was  the  usual  amount  of 
speculation  about  what  the  new  preacher 
would  be  like. 

On  his  first  Sunday  the  minister  had 
been  in  the  community  only  two  days: 
had  met  only  a  few  of  his  flock.  He  was 
aware  at  the  first  service,  that  he  had 
come  to  a  less  enthusiastic  congregation. 
They  appeared  non-committal  and 
friendly  in  a  cool  way. 

The  formerly  impressive  church 
building  showed  gross  neglect.  Many 
things  were  not  in  good  working  order. 
The  need  for  a  good  house-cleaning,  as 
well  as  paint  and  repair  jobs,  was 
evident.  On  that  first  Sunday  the  service 
went  about  as  usual.  Before  his  sermon, 
the  minister  asked  his  family  to  come 
down  front  to  be  introduced.  This  gave 
the  members  a  chance  to  look  them  over ; 
a  friendly  gesture  on  the  part  of  their 
pastor,  the  members  thought,  as  they 
warmed  up  considerably. 

The  following  morning,  the  minister 
was  at  his  church  bright  and  early.  He 
took  off  his  coat  and  went  to  work  in 
earnest.  Before  the  week  was  out, 
laypersons  who  came  by  found  their 


pastor  with  his  sleeves  rolled  up  and 
wide-eyed  as  he  explained  the  things 
needed  to  make  the  church  clean,  in  good 
repair  and  better  organized.  Those 
laypersons  could  not  fail  to  help.  To  save 
face,  they  volunteered  for  clean-up, 
painting,  clearing  storage  rooms, 
checking  a  poorly  functioning  heating 
and  air-conditioning  system,  replacing 
burned  out  lights.  In  less  than  three 
weeks  the  church  was  painted  and 
cleaned  from  top  to  bottom  with  the 
preacher  at  the  center  of  action.  The 
church  roll  was  updated.  The  budget 
which  was  in  arrears  was  revised  and 
brought  up  to  date.  It  was  a 
transformation! 

One  member  commented  to  a  visiting 
preacher:  "Our  new  pastor  sure  is  a 
dedicated,  energetic  man.  He  is  going 
about  his  job  in  earnest." 

The  visiting  minister:  “I’m  not 
surprised.  Your  new  pastor  is  a  tireless 
worker.  He  is  God’s  man;  and  he’ll  get  to 
heaven  if  he  doesn’t  over-shoot  it.” 

"My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Mrs. 
Jimmie  N.  Morgan,  is  a  member  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Knoxville.  Tennessee. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness."  The  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076. 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


determine  our  own  destiny. 

With  headlines  like  “Cuba’s  approach 
offers  model  for  church”  in  our 
denomination's  newspaper,  it’s  no 
wonder  we  are  losing  members. 

William  Cowper  said  something  in  1792 
that  takes  on  an  even  deeper  meaning  in 
1982:  "Freedom  has  a  thousand  charms 
to  show,  /That  slaves,  however 
contented,  never  know.” 

Gloria  Kauls 
Roseville,  Minnesota 

Cuban  refugee’s  response 
offered  to  Mr.  Woods 

To  the  Editor : 

Regarding  Punch  Woods’  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  headlined  “Cuba’s 
approach  offers  model  for  the  church” 
(UMR,  Dec.  10),  I  am  reminded  of  the 
reponse  of  one  of  the  Cuban  refugees 
during  the  most  recent  wave  of 
expatriots.  When  asked  how  many  of 
Cuba’s  9.7  million  people  would  leave  if 
they  had  the  opportunity,  his  reply  was 
prompt  and  terse:  “About  8  million  of 
them!” 

V.  E.  Maybray 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 

With  Cuba  as  model 
church  would  change 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  by  Punch  Woods 
headlined  “Cuba’s  approach  offers 
model  for  the  church”  (UMR,  Dec.  10).  If 
the  church  were  Jo  follow  the  Cuban 
model,  it  would  first  necessarily 
eliminate  all  enemies  en  masse  to 
prevent  real  and  perceived  opposition, 
alienate  itself  from  the  rest  of  the 
neighboring  countries  by  its  rabid 
rhetoric  of  violent  revolution  ostensibly 
to  liberate  the  poor,  but  in  fact  to  impose 
its  own  mindset  on  others. 

Having  accomplished  this,  the  church 
would  then  have  to  respond  to  negative 
criticism  by  creating  a  fortress 
mentality  that  somebody  is  out  to  get 
them  and  that  they  must  be  prepared  to 
sacrifice  all  to  throw  back  some 
“imperialist"  church.  To  put  meat  on 
these  bones  of  national  paranoia,  the 
church  would  then  have  to  become 
heavily  indebted  to  a  foreign  and  totally 
atheistic  country  for  the  purchase  of 
unreal  amounts  of  weapons,  tanks  and 
planes  (have  you  ever  heard  of  a 
defensive  tank  or  bomber? ). 

Then,  in  partial  repayment  of  that 
debt,  the  church  would  have  to  send 
thousands  of  its  young  men  as 
mercenaries  (there  goes  your 
employment  problem)  to  a  different 
continent  to  become  the  praetorian 
guard  of  some  bankrupt  regime.  Of 
course,  there  would  be  those  members 
who  would  oppose  such  sacrifice  of  rights 
and  freedoms,  so  the  church  would  then 
pack  the  lot  of  them  up  in  small  boats  and 
ship  them  to  another  church  that  is 
represented  as  the  enemy. 

Nice  going,  Punch  Woods ! 

Glenn  V.  Hoyt  Jr. 

Geary,  Oklahoma 

Evangelism  not  New 
Testament  concept 

To  the  Editor: 

I  don’t  often  write  these  kinds  of 
letters,  but  this  time  I  must,  in  response 
to  David  E.  Brown’s  Dec.  17  letter  in 
which  he  bemoans  the  fact  that  only  two 
of  our  13  UM  seminaries  have 
“professors  of  evangelism." 

Mr.  Brown  refers  to  Christ’s  command 
“to  make  disciples,  teaching  and  bearing 
witness  to  ‘the  Christ  (who)  should  suffer 
and  on  the  third  day  rise  from  the  dead 
.  .  .  that  repentance  and  forgiveness  of 
sins  should  be  preached  in  his  name  to  all 
nations.’  ”  He  then  says  he  is  not 
surprised  that  people  do  not  want  to  join 
a  church  that  “doesn’t  hold  a  practical 
commitment  to  the  foundations  of  the 
Christian  faith,”  and  ends  his  letter  by 
exclaiming.  “Evangelism,  evangelism, 
evangelism!  Let  the  words  of  our  Lord 
ring  loud  and  clear  as  if  he  were  shouting 
them  audibly  from  the  throne  ( here  are 
included  references  to  Boston,  Denver, 
Claremont)  .  .  .  Evangelism,  my 
children,  evangelism !  ” 

To  which  I  want  to  say:  (1) 


"Evangelism"  is  not  a  biblical  term,  and 
not  one  the  Lord  himself  would  be  likely 
to  use,  especially  not  in  the  restrictive 
sense  of  suggesting  that  without 
professors  of  evangelism  our  seminaries’ 
witness  to  the  gospel  would  be 
inauthentic. 

(2)  Christ’s  commancl  to  “make 
disciples,  teaching  and  bearing  witness" 
is  also  fulfilled  by  professors  who  teach 
biblical  studies  ( focusing  on  the  original 
witness),  theological  studies  (explicating 
the  meaning  of  Christ’s  death  and 
resurrection),  historical  studies 
(showing  an  interplay  of  sin  and  grace, 
repentance  and  forgiveness),  and 
practical  studies  (whether  the  emphasis 
is  on  preaching,  church  and  society, 
missions,  or  evangelism ) . 

(3)  The  basis  of  all  branches  of 
teaching  in  our  seminaries  is  precisely 
the  “commitment  to  the  foundations  of 
the  Christian  faith,”  whether  that 
foundation  is  approached  from  biblical, 
theological,  historical,  or  practical 
perspectives. 

I  hope  that  professors  of  evangelism  in 
UM  seminaries  do  not  think  of 
themselves  the  way  Mr.  Brown  thinks  of 
them.  That  kind  of  evangelistic 
triumphalism  can  only  lead  to  their 
isolation  from  that  deeper  and  wider 
witness  to  the  gospel  which  goes  on  in  the 
seminaries. 

Thor  Hall 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

Dialogue  should 
include  Islam 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  article  in  the  Dec.  10  issue 
headlined  “15  local  communities  to  pilot 
improved  UM- Jewish  relation"  the 
important  issue  of  dialogue  between  the 
sister  religions  of  Judaism  and 
Christianity  was  shown  to  be  developing. 

This  is  a  development  for  the  better, 
but  is  incomplete  without  the  inclusion  of 
Islam,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  the 
place  of  Palestinians  in  any  lasting  peace 
in  the  Middle  East.  Islam  has  a  place  in 
this  dialogue,  because  of  its  claim  to  the 
covenant  between  God  and  Abraham 
through  Ishmael,  shared  ethics, 
reverence  and  relationship  to  the  same 
God,  and  a  common  hope  for  humanity 
through  faith  in  God. 

As  Christians  can  learn  from  and  need 
to  avert  further  tragic  action  because  of 


misunderstanding  of  Judaism,  refusal  to 
understand  the  beliefs  of  Muslims  as 
unique  and  at  the  same  time  valid  and  of 
a  common  source,  leaves  a  gap  in  our 
understanding  of  the  Middle  East  and 
God’s  revelations  in  human  history. 

Kevin  Campbell 
Tustin,  California 

BGM  union  a  challenge 
to  religious  freedom 

To  the  Editor: 

Who  could  possibly  have  imagined  that 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  trendy 
liberation  theologians  would  find  such 
wretched  oppression  right  there  in  their 
own  headquarters,  amongst  their  own 
dedicated  employees? 

Or  that  the  anointed  liberating 
vehicle  —  the  messiah,  no  less  —  would 
assume  the  truly  miraculous  form  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  union? 

Your  Dec.  17  report  of  the  successful 
organizing  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  employees  has  all  the  elements 
necessary  to  become  a  splendid  media 
event.  And  it  has  all  the  elements,  as 
well,  for  a  classic  confrontation  between 
church  and  state. 

But  that  church/state  Confrontation 
may  have  been  casually  compromised  by 
the  feckless  functionaries  at  the  BGM. 
One  may  infer  quite  clearly  that  this  rep¬ 
resentation  election  was  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Labor.  Recognition,  however  benign,  of 
the  authority  of  the  National  Labor  Re¬ 
lations  Board  in  this  matter  is  the  same 
as  granting  the  government  total  juris¬ 
diction  over  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Someone  in  .authority  with  sense  and 
guts  —  if  there  is  such  a  person  at  that 
exquisite  level  —  had  best  say,  and  im¬ 
mediately,  “Enough.  Stop.  No  negotia¬ 
tions.  No  recognition.  No  further.”  This 
is  not  a  mundane,  throwaway  challenge 
to  our  religious  freedom. 

A  vow  of  loyalty  and  support  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  does  not  capri¬ 
ciously  extend,  I  submit,  to  the  United 
Auto  Workers,  nor  to  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board.  If  the  bishops  deplore 
the  decline  in  our  membership  to  9.5 
million,  they’re  sure  to  call  for  sackcloth 
and  ashes  when  it  eases  to  half  that 
figure. 

Robert  L.  Walker 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas 


Cokesbury’s  Pew  Cushions 

With  Built-in  Quality,  Savings,  and  Comfort 

Excellent  Memorial  Gifts! 

Add  to  the  dignity,  beauty,  and  comfort  of  your  services  of 
worship  with  affordable  pew  cushions  from  Cokesbury — your  cushion 
source!  Watch  for  the  special  brochure  on  pew  cushions  with  our 
Spring/Easter  mailing.  For  price  quotations  and  additional  information 
with  NO  OBLIGATION,  contact  your  Cokesbury  store  or  the  Cokes¬ 
bury  Service  Center  serving  your  area: 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 

Cokesbury  312299.4411 


1635  Adrian  Road  • 
415/692-3562 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  ' 
615/749-6113 


Burlingame,  CA  94010 


P.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 


Ask  about  Cokesbury’s  convenient  BUDGET  TERMS! 


t 


JANUARY  7.  1983 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


‘Incredible  need’  leads  church  to  shelter  ‘street  people’ 

Volunteers  staff  ministry  offering  mainly  hospitality 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON  —  The  Rev.  Ron  Pogue, 
pastor  of  Bering  Memorial  UMC,  isn’t 
the  least  apologetic  that  he  hasn’t  been 
out  to  “Tent  City,”  the  roadside-park 
camping  ground  for  some  of  this  area’s 
newest  and  hardest-core  homeless  per¬ 
sons  (see  Reporter,  Dec.  24). 

“The  need  is  so  incredible  here  I’ve  not 
had  time  to  go  out  there,”  he  declares. 
And  the  pile  of  call-back  telephone 
messages  on  his  otherwise  immaculate 
desk  indicates  he  has  been  running  hard 
ever  since  his  church  decided  to  open  its 
Activities  Building  as  an  overnight  shel¬ 
ter. 

Shelter  like  Atlanta  model 

Mr.  Pogue,  an  erect,  quick-gaited  man 
in  perhaps  his  middle  30s,  graduated  from 
Emory  University’s  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  Atlanta.  There  he  became 
aware  of  the  “hospitality  shelter” 
developed  by  Atlanta's  Central 
Presbyterian  Church.  This  model  is  the 
one  Bering  Church  follows. 

The  city’s  principal  ecumenical  body, 
Houston  Metropolitan  Ministries, 
encouraged  Bering  UMC  and  others  to 
attempt  the  shelter  program.  But  the 
“Neartown  Night  Shelter”  is  Bering’s 
own  ministry. 


A  major  article  by  Houston  Chronicle 
religion  editor  Louis  Moore  has  given  the 
new  shelter  program  almost  more 
visibility  than  it  was  ready  to  handle. 
Each  night  40,  50,  60  or  so  persons  are 
lined  up  at  the  door  for  the  9  p.m. 
opening.  Mr.  Pogue  figures  the  church’s 
facilities  could  handle  100,  and  he  has 
taken  one  $500  gift  and  put  with  it  some 
money  from  the  Texas  Annual  Conference 
Division  of  Missions  to  buy  100  floor  mats 
at  $9.25  each.  Eastern  Airlines  has  given 
him  some  blankets  and  pillows  no  longer 
good  enough  for  air  passengers  but  good 
enough  for  a  night’s  sleep. 

The  host  minister  has  enlisted  35  or  40 
volunteers  —  mostly  from  his 
congregation.  He  also  has  signed  up 
enough  ordained  ministry  volunteers  so 
that  he  can  assure  each  night’s  corps  of 
volunteers  that  they  will  have  a  minister 
with  them  through  the  night. 

Mr.  Pogue  told  the  Chronicle’s  Mr. 
Moore  that  Bering  Church  is  “especially 
concerned  to  have  volunteers  whose 
motive  is  religious  and  not  just  humani¬ 
tarian  . . .  our  goal  here  is  to  translate  the 
Gospel  into  reaching  out  to  others.” 

As  a  part  of  his  list  of  instructions  and 
encouragement  for  volunteers,  Mr. 


Pogue  hands  out  copies  of  a  brief  article 
entitled  “Hospitality,”  written  in  1947  by 
the  Catholic  theologian,  John  Cogley.  Mr. 
Cogley  wrote,  “Hospitality  reminds 
people  that  they  are  sisters  and  brothers, 
children  of  God,  dependent  on  others  and 
capable  of  being  depended  on  by  others. 
It  is  not  a  specialized  work,  requiring 
scientific  training.  It  is  something  for 
everyone  to  practice,  according  to  the 
measure  they  are  able  to  do  so. 

Hospitality  —  instrument  of  God 

“The  charm  of  hospitality,  because  it 
is  peculiarly  human,  appeals  to  all 
people  ...  it  is  not  surprising  that  often 
God  should  use  the  hospitality  people 
give  each  other  as  an  instrument  of  God’s 
grace.” 

Mr.  Pogue  also  provides  volunteers  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  them 
through  the  Bering  pastor  from  Houston 
Area  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  The 
bishop's  letter  said,  “The  very  fact  that 
you  will  give  your  time  and  your 
personal  witness  to  such  a  service  is 
encouraging,  for  it  says  that  you  care 
about  humanity  in  God’s  name  .  .  .  You 
may  expect  little  immediate  reward 
from  those  being  served,  or  expressions 


of  gratitude  from  many.  But  you  will  be 
serving  and  the  Lord  will  know,  and  one 
day  many  of  those  helped  will  realize 
what  you  have  done.” 

Mr.  Pogue  says  he  is  surprised  how 
many  middle-class  persons  come  to  the 
shelter  and  how  many  are  longtime 
Houston  residents  out  of  work  or  out  of 
housing  or  otherwise  in  bad  straits.  But 
Houston’s  pattern  seems  to  be  repeated 
nationally. 

The  Associated  Press  reported  that 
Congress  learned  recently  that  at  least  2 
million  Americans  are  homeless  as  well 
as  jobless  and  stand  to  freeze  or  starve 
this  winter  unless  help  arrives  quickly. 

“The  homeless  population  is  growing 
astronomically  and  changing  radically,” 
said  Mary  Ellen  Hombs  of  the 
Community  for  Creative  Non-Violence. 

Ms.  Hombs  told  a  House  subcommittee 
on  housing,  “Unemployment, 
Reaganomics  and  the  economy  have 
combined  to  drive  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  middle-class  people  into  utter  and 
absolute  destitution.”  (see  related 
editorial  on  page  2). 

Mr.  Pogue  was  asked  what  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  Bering  Church  leaders  was  over 
his  idea  to  start  the  shelter  which  might 


attract  both  the  hard-core  down-and- 
outers  and  the  new  homeless  population. 

“The  vote  in  the  administrative  board 
was  unanimous,”  he  answers  proudly 
“The  only  question  was  whether  we  had 
to  make  them  sleep  on  the  floor.  That’s 
why  I’ve  been  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  those 
mats.  I  am  gratified  at  the  heart  of  this 
church.” 

“We  don’t  ask  our  guests  to  sing  or 
pray  or  worship  with  us.  We’re  not 
evangelistic  in  that  sense.  We  offer 
hospitality,  and  this  kind  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry  is  very  appreciated."  he 
said. 

He  is  bothered,  though,  by  resistance 
among  some  residents  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Bering  Church  is  a  block  off  a 
main  street  and  rather  quietly  tucked 
away  in  what  once  was  one  of  Houston's 
finest  areas.  “It’s  interesting  what  fear 
will  do  to  people,”  he  says  in  describing 
residents  who  have  made  it  plain  they 
don’t  like  these  “street  people"  being 
drawn  to  their  area.  “I  have  to  remind 
myself  that  fear  is  irrational,  and  that 
people  who  are  afraid  cannot  make 
peace  very  well.” 

He  feels  that  the  fear  is  directed 
specifically  toward  the  shelter  program, 


because  Bering  Church  has  a  long  record 
of  hosting  local  community  activities. 
This  night,  for  instance,  in  the  old  class¬ 
room  building,  separated  from  both  the 
sanctuary  and  the  Activities  Building,  a 
community  college's  conversational 
French  class  meets  in  one  room.  Parents 
United  Against  Sexual  Child  Abuse,  a 
local  social  service  agency,  fills  a  large 
room.  A  small  group  discussing  oil  invest¬ 
ments  takes  over  the  parlor,  and  Over- 
eaters  Anonymous  meets  in  another  room. 

Groups  come  and  30 

In  the  midst  of  all  those  community 
group  activities,  Bering  Church  groups 
come  and  go. 

Outside,  three  men  sit  on  the  curb, 
waiting  for  the  shelter  to  open  at  9  p.m. 
All  are  smoking,  and  one  is  eating  soda 
crackers.  They  talk  about  jobs  they  once 
had,  jails  they’ve  been  in,  where  to  bum 
free-sample  cigarettes.  One  says  to  no 
one  in  particular.  “I’m  too  old  to  work 
and  too  young  for  Social  Security.” 

Within  an  hour,  the  minister  and  staff 
will  go  home,  waiting  their  turn  to  stay 
another  night  as  volunteers  in  the 
shelter.  The  Activities  Building  grows 
relatively  quiet,  and  the  streets 
surrender  50-odd  humans  into  a 
hospitable  shelter  for  the  night. 


The  telephone  stayed  busy  as  the  Rev.  Ron  Pogue  placed  and  received  dozens  of  calls  necessary  to  complete 
arrangements  for  his  church’s  new  temporary  shelter  for  Houston’s  street  people. 
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The  messages  are  blunt,  but  Bering  UMC  found  it  must  set  firm  rules  if  its  Activities  Building 
successfully  used  as  a  shelter  for  up  to  1 00  street  people  per  night.  reporter  photos  by  john  a. 
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Homeless ,  jobless  men  tell  stories  of  hard  luck 


,  By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

I  spent  one  night  recently  with 
Houston’s  “street  people."  We  found 
shelter  together.  We  did  it  all  in  one 
location  —  the  Activities  Building  of 
Bering  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Bering  Church,  as  it  is  identified  over 
the  phone  to  the  many  who  call,  is  not 
exactly  an  inner-city  church  located  as 
it  is  four  or  five  miles  from  downtown. 
But  it’s  within  walking  distance  from 
downtown  —  walking  distance,  that  is, 
for  people  accustomed  to  walking  15-20 
miles  a  day  looking  for  work,  food, 
money,  cigarettes,  booze,  clothes,  and 
not  necessarily  in  that  order. 

They  came  to  Bering  Church  and  I 
followed  them  because  the  town’s 
regular  storefront  evangelistic-type 
shelters  are  full  and  because  the  church 
decided  only  recently  that  it  must  do 
something  to  help  Houston’s  expanding 
homeless  population.  Too,  the  regular 
shelters  like  Salvation  Army  and  Harbor 
House  charge  $5  or  so  a  night  for  a  cot, 
shower  and  a  meal.  Bering  Church 
charges  nothing  and  guarantees  nothing 
except  a  warm,  dry  place  to  sleep  on  the 
floor.  Food,  if  it’s  available,  is  free. 
There’s  no  preaching  to  these  people  and  ' 
no  judgmental  chastisements. 

;  All  that  the  host  church  intends  to  offer 


is  hospitality.  All  are  welcome  except 
those  who  show  they  can’t  abide  by  the 
rules  against  alcohol,  drugs  and  weapons. 

About  60  of  us  were  there  that  night  — 
50  men  in  one  large  activities  room,  four 
women  in  a  smaller  room  on  the  other 
side  of  the  kitchen-restroom  “core”  of 
the  building,  and  four  volunteers.  We 
volunteers  had  somewhat  better 
accommodations  —  a  “lounge,”  in  fact, 
on  the  Activities  Building  stage, 
screened  from  the  men’s  view  by  stacks 
of  acoustical  ceiling  tiles  which  had 
either  fallen  or  been  pulled  down  for 
remodeling.  The  bare  mattress,  sans 
linens,  on  which  I  slept  90  fitful  minutes 
before  being  awakened  for  my  two  hours 
as  the  “awake  and  on-duty”  volunteer, 
was  next  to  the  piano  bench .  ' 

Awake  or  asleep,  I  heard  these  broke 
and  broken  men  snoring,  coughing, 
sneezing,  wheezing,  shuffling, 
whispering.  They  all  never  really  settled 
down.  One  had  a  sleeping  bag.  Some  had 
two  layers  of  cardboard  between  them 
and  the  floor.  Some  had  only  one.  A  few 
had  only  newspapers.  I  had  a  mattress. 
Almost  no  one  had  covers. 

But  they  had  been  well  fed  earlier. 
Anonymous  donors  saw  to  it  that  Bering 
Church  shelter  had  a  large  pot  of  beans 
and  rice  to  be  dished  out,  starting  at 
about  9  p.m.,  in  throw-away  cups  and  to 
be  eaten  with  plastic  forks.  Hot  coffee 


and  hot  water  to  pour  over  tea  bags  were 
abundant,  and  individually  wrapped 
pieces  of  chocolate  cake  provided  dessert. 

No  one  complained  about  the  food. 
Several  praised  it.  None  complained  of 
hunger. 

What  brought  them  here  on  this  chilly 
night  the  week  before  Christmas?  They 
didn’t  seem  to  mind  the  intruding 


reporter’s  question,  but  none  volunteered 
his  full  name  and  none  agreed  to  have  his 
picture  taken. 

David,  41,  said  his  feet  were  tired.  He 
had  been  moving  toys  all  day  at  another 
United  Methodist  church,  one  of  the 
city’s  largest.  He  had  been  paid  a  small 
amount.  Where  would  you  be,  I  asked,  if 
you  weren’t  here  tonight?  Probably  in  a 
storage  room  at  that  church,  he 
answered.  With  their  permission?  “Oh, 
no.  I’d  have  to  hide.  But  I  would  be  warm 
and  dry." 

David  said  he  was  a  Detroit  native  who 
came  to  Houston  from  Atlanta  looking 
for  work.  Nothing  seemed  out  of 
character  in  his  unfolding  story  until  he 


said  that  he  was  a  professional  pianist 
and  formerly  an  accompanist  for  the 
San  Francisco  ballet  and  the  Detroit 
public  schools.  In  his  soiled  clothes  he 
hardly  looked  the  part.  I  decided  to  test 
him.  “Does  the  name  Gerald  Moore 
mean  anything  to  you?”  I  asked.  Immed¬ 
iately  he  responded,  “You  mean  the 
greatest  accompanist  of  the  20th  Cen¬ 


tury?”  With  that  instant  correct  answer  I 
knew  he  was  what  he  said  he  was. 

“I  have  no  idea  how  long  I’ll  stay  in 
Houston,”  he  said.  Two  or  three  times 
during  our  10  or  so  hours  there  David 
sought  me  out,  not  so  much  to  converse 
but  apparently  to  be  close  to  someone 
else  who  knew  who  Gerald  Moore  was. 

Winford  is  black.  Like  David,  he  has  a 
New  York  background  and  a  college 
degree.  His  is  in  accounting;  David’s  is 
in  music.  Winford  said  he  came  to 
Houston  four  months  ago  for  three 
reasons  which  he  proceeded  to  enunciate 
so  methodically  that  it  was  almost  as  if 
he  were  accustomed  to  answering  the 
question:  .1)  to  escape  New  York 


‘I  never  had  the  feeling  I  would  be 
an  indigent  person.’ 


New  churches: 


Five  Korean  missioners  to  begin  ivork  in  1 983 


;  NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Five  Korean 
Methodist  missioners  will  come  to  the 
United  States  in  mid-1983  to  develop  new 
Churches  among  Koreans  in  this  country. 
Accompanied  by  their  families,  they  plan 
to  stay  five  years. 

;  Details  of  the  pioneering  experiment 
Were  worked  out  when  a  delegation 
Conferred  here  last  month  with  officials 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  board’s  National 
Division  has  taken  the  lead  in  arranging 
the  project. 

;  The  missionaries  will  undertake  three 


types  of  work:  (1)  new  church 
development  in  the  Korean  community, 
(2)  starting  satellite  congregations  of 
existing  churches,  and  (3)  engaging  in 
outreach  ministries  for  local  churches. 

The  Korean  Methodist  Church  will 
recruit  the  missionaries  and  pay  travel 
costs  and  pensions.  A  Korean  bishop  will 
commission  the  five  for  their  task. 

After  hearing  a  report  from  Bishop 
Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy,  a  member  of  the 
coordinating  committee,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
indicated  each  missioner  should  be 


appointed  by  the  bishop  of  the  area  being 
served.  Annual  conferences  will  be 
notified  of  pastors  who  are  available. 

The  National  Division  has  been  confer¬ 
ring  with  conferences  and  local  churches 
to  see  what  types  of  persons  are  needed.  It 
is  also  working  on  support  for  the  project. 

"This  is  the  first  time  a  church-to- 
church  agreement  has  been  made  for  a 
group  of  Third  World  missioners  to  work 
in  the  United  States  for  an  extended 
period,”  said  the  Rev.  Myung  Gul  Son, 
executive  secretary  for  ethnic  and 
language  ministries  in  the  National 


Division.  "We  have  talked  about 
mutuality  in  mission  for  several  years, 
but  it  has  been  mainly  from  here  to  there. 
If  we  are  truly  a  connectional  church, 
that  has  to  be  expressed  at  the  inter¬ 
national  level,”  he  added. 

The  planners  hope  the  missioners  can 
become  affiliated  members  of  annual 
conferences  while  retaining  membership 
in  the  Korean  church. 

During  the  two  years  of  planning  the 
World  Division  of  the  mission  board  has 
shared  information  about  its  experience 
in  sending  missionaries,  Mr.  Son  said. 


Advisors  demand  return  of  shuffled  staff 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Services  (UMVS) 
advisory  board  and  the  Rev.  Rene 
Bideaux,  head  of  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  ended  a 
highly  charged  two-day  meeting  in  late 
December  with  agreement  to  continue 
dialogue  over  issues  affecting  the 
operations  and  future  of  the  UMVS. 

However,  the  parties  remained  divided 
over  the  “bottom  line”  demand  of  the 
advisory  board  —  reinstatement  of 
UMVS  field  representative  Sheila  Collins 
and  the  Rev.  John  Jordan,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  mission 


leadership,  formerly  Ms.  Collins’ 
executive  superior. 

Ms.  Collins  and  Mr.  Jordan  were 
suspended  for  two  weeks  in  November 
after  National  Division  administrators 
learned  UMVS  funds  had  been  used  to 
send  UMVS  representatives  to  a  rally  in 
Mississippi  for  former  Tchula  mayor 
Eddie  James  Carthan.  Initial  charges  of 
unauthorized  use  of  funds  were  later 
changed  to  “imprudent”  actions  “unre¬ 
sponsive"  to  the  agreement  to  exchange 
information  with  the  Mississippi  confer¬ 
ence.  Since  being  given  new  assignments, 
Ms.  Collins  has  instituted  a  formal  griev¬ 


ance  procedure  and  Mr.  Jordan  has  asked 
to  be  returned  to  his  previous  duties. 

After  meeting  for  more  than  12  hours 
with  Mr.  Bideaux,  the  UMVS  advisory 
board  agreed  to  name  a  committee  to 
work  with  the  interim  administrator  of 
the  UMVS  office  pending  the  outcome  of 
the  grievance  procedure. 

Mr.  Bideaux  told  the  board  he  could  not 
speak  to  nor  act  on  their  demand  for  rein¬ 
statement  because  it  was  a  personnel 
matter  and  a  management  question  out¬ 
side  the  purview  of  the  advisory  board. 

“You  call  it  a  management  question 
but  we  call  it  a  justice  question.”  said  the 


Rev.  Randy  Day,  chairperson  of  the 
Commission  on  Church  and  Society  of  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  and  an 
observer  at  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Bideaux  conceded  that  when 
persons  who  were  fighting  racism  were 
removed  from  their  positions,  it  was  a 
victory  for  white  racism.  He  said  he 
realized  the  signals  being  sent  were 
clearly  racist  and  he  regretted  it.  “The 
church  is  racist,  sexist  and  classist  and 
we  need  your  help  to  change  that,"  he 
said.  He  emphasized  his  commitment  to 
saving  the  UMVS  program,  which  he 
said  was  in  jeopardy. 


weather;  2)  to  seek  self  employment  as  a 
tax  accountant;  and -3)  “to  change  my 
life,  to  add  to  it.” 

Winford  is  looking  for  and  not  finding 
work.  “I  have  no  income,  no  food  stamps, 
no  welfare  checks.  I  have  only  the  clothes 
on  my  back  and  the  $6  I  made  today  for 
selling  a  unit  of  plasma  to  the  Red  Cross. 

“I  wouldn’t  know  how  to  explain  this 
experience  to  others.  I  never  had  the 
feeling  I  would  be  with  indigent  people  or 
be  one.  Yes,  my  wife  knows  where  I  am 
but  she  won’t  come  until  I  find  work.  I 
wouldn’t  want  her  to  have  to  share  this  " 

Jim  is  mid-50s,  white,  slight  of  build, 
trim  and  seemingly  fit  and  the  possessor 
of  a  fine  hat.  He  says  that  a  woman  gave 
him  the  summer-weight  western-style 
straw  when  she  encountered  him 
rummaging  for  a  night’s  cardboard  floor 
padding  in  a  store  dumpster.  “It’s  a 
Resistol,”  he  says,  pointing  to  the 
familiar  brand  name  on  the  sweat  band. 
“Worth  $50, 1  figure.” 

Jim  should  know.  He  had  been 
identified  to  me  by  the  host  minister  as  a 
former  clothing  salesman  who  couldn’t 
control  his  drinking.  He’s  glad  to  sleep  on 
the  floor  at  Bering  Church  because  it 
beats  sleeping  outside  in  front  of  City 
Hall  where  he  and  Lloyd,  his  companion, 
slept  for  two  months. 

By  11  p.m.  most  are  asleep.  John,  who 
loudly  spews  out  his  Polish  last  name, 
arrives  late,  quite  drunk,  and  seems 
determined  to  wake  the  others.  Fresh 
scabs  on  his  bony  face  indicate  he  has 
been  in  a  fight,  and  he  requires  constant 


shushing  to  maintain  peace  and  order. 

By  5:30  a.m.  all  but  the  deadest  of 
sleepers,  including  John,  are  awake.  The 
overhead  lights  are  on,  the  coffee  urn  is 
spewing  a  welcome  hot  dark  liquid  into 
eager  cups,  and  the  men  move  slowly  or 
stand  motionless,  letting  the  night’s 
aches  and  cramps  escape  from  their 
bodies.  Some  venture  outside  and  return 
to  report  that  it  looks  like  a  good  day, 
meaning  not  too  cool  and  not  wet.  Street 
people  suffer  in  the  wet  and  suffer  even 
more  in  the  cold  wet. 

The  most  conscientious  guests  stay  to 
sweep  and  mop  the  floor,  to  prepare  the 
building  for  other  church-related 
activities  scheduled  in  this  busy 
community  haven.  All  must  be  gone, 
under  Bering  Church  rules,  by  6  a.m. 

Eventually  they  all  go  quietly  and  in  no 
particular  direction.  All  are  afoot. 
Chances  are,  according  to  the  typical  day 
outlined  by  Winford,  they’ll  go  to  the 
labor  pool  downtown  to  see  if  work  is 
available  this  day.  Finding  none,  they’ll 
go  to  the  library,  read  today’s  paper,  get 
warm,  use  the  restrooms,  check  the  want 
ads,  go  to  a  storefront  mission  for  some 
free  or  inexpensive  soup  .  .  and  they’ll 
walk  and  walk,  weaving  in  and  out  of  the 
lives  of  social  service  agencies, 
churches,  police,  volunteers,  each  other, 
tourists,  hecklers  and  reporters. 

The  next  night  most  will  be  back  on  the 
Bering  Church  floor.  I’ll  be  at  home  in 
bed,  glad  I’m  not  with  them  in  person 
but  knowing  that  they’ll  never  leave  me, 
either  in  spirit  or  in  truth. 


These  books  will  make  your  job  easier. 

Abingdon  Manual  of 
Installation  Services 

by  E.  Jane  Mall 
This  helpful  new  manual  provides 
simple  and  easy-to-adapt  installation 
services  for  a  wide  variety  of  occa¬ 
sions  in  the  church.  There  are  even 
tips  on  composing  your  own  services. 

$4.95,  paper 

Abingdon  Funeral  Manual 

by  Perry  Biddle 
Up-to-date  and  interdenomina¬ 
tional.  Shows  you  how  to  take  care  of 
every  detail  when  conducting  a  funer¬ 
al.  $9.95 


Abingdon  Marriage  Manual 

by  Perry  Biddle 

An  excellent  aid  for  planning  and 
conducting  all  aspects  of  a  marriage 
service.  $9.95 


Order  from  your  local  bookstore  or 
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Jury  clears  seminary  dean 
on  discrimination  charges 

BOSTON  (UMR)  —  A  civil  court  jury 
deliberated  nearly  two  days  here  before 
clearing  the  Rev.  Richard  Nesmith,  dean 
of  United  Methodist-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  of 
charges  that  he  had  unlawfully 
dismissed  Nancy  Richardson  as  director 
of  student  and  community  life. 

Ms.  Richardson  had  contended  that  she 
was  fired  because  she  opposed  what  she 
believed  to  be  sex  and  race 
discrimination  in  the  theology  school’s 
hiring  practices. 

Dr.  Nesmith’s  attorney  argued  that 
Ms.  Richardson  was  fired  because  she 
failed  to  handle  student  housing  and 
financial  aid  matters  adequately. 

Membership  drops 
to  just  below  9.5  million 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Church  membership  in  the 
U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico  declined  by  about 
62,000  during  1981,  leaving  the  total  just 
under  9.5  million. 

This  was  described  as  one  of  the 
smallest  decreases  in  recent  years.  Not 
included  in  the  total  are  almost  1.4 
million  preparatory  members  nor  about 
400,000  members  in  Africa,  Europe  and 
the  Philippines. 

Church  school  membership  declined 
by  54,000  to  4.1  million,  but  average 
attendance  at  the  main  weekly  worship 
services  increased  by  1,400  to  almost  3.6 
million. 

Outdoor  ministry 
candidates  increasing 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Increasing 
numbers  of  United  Methodists  are 
preparing  for  full-time  careers  in 
outdoor  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Robert  G.  Cagle,  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  director  of  camping  and 
outdoor  ministry,  said  he  is  receiving 
growing  numbers  of  inquiries  from 
college  and  seminary  students  whose 
primary  interest  is  ministry  through 
Christian  education  outdoors. 

General  agencies  report 
affiliate  relationships 

DAYTON  (UMNS)  -  United  Methodist 
general  agencies  are  involved  in  affiliate 
relationships  with  127  different  groups, 
according  to  a  survey  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

A  sub-unit  of  the  council  is  developing  a 
definition  of  the  term  “affiliate  group” 
and  guidelines  for  setting  up  coalitions 
and  advocacy  roles. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  reported  the  largest  number 
of  affiliations,  61,  followed  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  -Society 
with  32. 

Reader  survey  supports 
program  journal 

DAYTON  (UMNS)  —  A  churchwide 
study  of  information  needs  by  local 
leaders  in  United  Methodist  churches 
shows  the  denomination’s  program 
journal,  The  Interpreter,  is  seen  more 
often  as  “sometimes  useful”  than 
“always  useful.” 

The  survey  also  revealed  that  leaders 
“are  deeply  concerned  to  receive  infor¬ 
mation  and  resources  that  are  helpful  to 
them  in  their  work”  and  that  the 
preferred  format  is  print. 

The  survey  will  be  used  by  three 
general  agencies  in  making  decisions 
about  the  program  journal  and  perhaps 
other  resource  delivery  systems. 

Correction 

United  Methodism's  Maine  Annual 
Conference  was  omitted  from  the  map  in 
the  Dec.  24,  1982,  issue  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  which  indicated  the 
annual  conferences  which  have  joined 
the  boycott  of  Nestle  Corporation 
products.  The  omission  was  reported  by 
the  Rev.  Philip  Palmer,  Maine  confer¬ 
ence  council  director.  He  said  the  Maine 
conference  adopted  the  boycott  resolution 
in  1980  and  it  continues  in  effect. 

The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 
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Defense  vs.  human  needs  disputed 

Church  leaders  told  they  must  work  for  alternatives 
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The  poverty-stunted  world  of 
these  youngsters  may  become  even 
more  difficult  as  “choices”  between 
military  expansion  and  justice  for 
the  poor  are  made. 

“Much  more  than  money  is  at 
stake,”  said  the  Rev.  Ronald  D. 
Pasquariello,  a  senior  fellow  in 
urban  policy  at  UM-related  Wesley 
Seminary  in  Washington.  “These 
decisions  will  determine  what  kind 
of  country  we  will  be  living  in. 
Whether  the  poor  are  favored,  as  the 
Bible  demands,  or  forgotten,  will 
largely  depend  on  the  action  of  the 
churches.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

MEMPHIS  —  Every  time  a  diner  eats 
in  the  Pentagon  dining  room  40  children 
give  up  their  mid-morning  snack, 
according  to  the  way  federal  dollars  are 
allocated,  United  Methodist  social 
service  agency  leaders  were  told  here 
last  month. 

Dr.  Rachel  Tompkins,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  who  describes  herself  and  her 
agency  —  the  Children’s  Defense  Fund  — 
as  advocates  for  children  and  families, 
said  such  “false  choices”  between 
defense  and  human  needs  will  continue  to 
be  made  in  Congress  unless  concerned 
Christians  point  out  other  alternatives. 

Dr.  Tompkins  and  Dr.  Arthur 
Flemming,  a  prominent  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  who  has  served  numerous 
government  posts,  addressed  some  300 
United  Methodist  social  service  agency 
leaders  here  last  month. 

Love  of  neighbor  basic  precept 

Dr.  Flemming  told  his  audience  that 
the  commandment  to  “love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself”  does  not  require  us  to 
approve  everything  our  neighbor  does 
but  to  never  pass  up  the  opportunity  to 
help  our  neighbor  achieve  his  or  her 
highest  potential.  “Out  of  that 
commandment  comes  our  concept  of 
social  justice,”  Dr.  Flemming  said.  He 
said  the  commandment  applies  as  well  to 
groups  of  which  Christians  are  members. 
“We  should  never  miss  the  opportunity  to 
help  the  neighbor.” 

He  urged  Christian  leaders  to  know  the 
facts  about  what  is  happening  to  the  poor 
and  to  be  a  bridge  of  information  to  local 
congregations. 

Dr.  Tompkins’  organization  claims  to 
be  the  only  agency  to  “look  for  the  little 
things”  in  the  huge  federal  budget  that 
make  the  “choices”  understandable  to 
the  average  citizen.  “People  can’t  really 
get  their  minds  around  what  220  MX 
missiles  —  at  a  cost  of  $110  million  each 
—  means,”  Paul  Smith  of  the  fund’s 


search  department  told  the  Reporter  later. 

“It’s  just  so  much  gibberish  to  most 
people  to  be  told  that  eliminating  the  MX 
missile,  for  instance,  could  eliminate 
poverty  in  America  twice  over.  But  my 
mom  —  who  I  believe  is  a  typical  citizen 
—  can  understand  that  every  time 
another  automatic  watering  system  is 
installed  on  a  military  golf  course,  it 
costs  about  the  same  amount  as 
providing  day  care  for  20  low-income 
children  for  a  year,  or  about  $40,000.” 

Dr.  Tompkins  said  advocates  should  be 
waging  full  scale  war  on  items  in  the 
defense  budget  which  have  nothing  to  do 
with  defense,  but  which,  because  they 
are  funded,  mean  “life-giving  social 
services  are  cut.” 

She  outlined  how  the  "false  choice” 
between  defense  and  human  services, 
described  above  in  this  article  was 
computed : 

“Secretary  of  Defense  Casper 
Weinberger  has  a  private  dining  room 
with  a  staff  of  19  people  which  is 
available  to  100  top  officials.  Each  meal 
served  costs  the  diner  an  average  of  $2.87 
and  the  taxpayer  $12.06. 

“In  the  fiscal  1982  budget  the  mid¬ 
morning  nutrition  snack  costing  30  cents 
per  child  was  eliminated  from  the 
Childcare  Feeding  program  which 
subsidizes  meals  at  low-income  child 
care  centers. 

“At  the  same  time,  the  Pentagon  dining 
room  is  subsidized  annually  with 
$400,000,  the  equivalent  of  1  million  mid¬ 
morning  snacks ,  ’  ’  she  said. 

She  added  that  there  are  four  other 
executive  dining  rooms  in  the  Pentagon 
which  all  together  receive  a  total  annual 
government  subsidy  of  $1.7  million.  Put 
another  way,  that  would  be  equivalent  to 
two  programs  which  were  reduced  in 
fiscal  1982:  child  abuse  prevention 
($700,000)  and  counseling  and  aid  for 
runaway  youth  ($500,000). 

Christians  concerned  about  loving 
their  neighbor  “need  to  work  harder”  to 
prove  that  the  federal  budget  can  be 


financed  without  sacrificing  either 
genuine  defense  needs  or  hurting 
children,  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  and  the  poor,  said  Dr. 
Tompkins  of  the  Children’s  Defense 
Fund  in  Washington.  The  fund  is  a 
national,  non-profit  agency  which  lifts  up 
the  needs  of  children  and  others  who  lack 
political  clout.  The  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organization  through  its  annual 
“Call  to  Prayer”  offering  has  supported 
the  agency’s  “Children’s  Sabbath”  —  a 
project  geared  to  informing  the  public  of 
how  children  are  faring  in  our  nation. 

Dr.  Tompkins  told  the  denomination’s 
social  service  leaders  here  that  the 
members  of  Congress  often  do  not  have 
“clear  choices”  on  which  to  vote  between 
defense  and  human  services. 

Mr.  Smith  of  her  staff  told  the  Reporter 
of  several  other  “choices”  pointed  out  by 
the  children’s  fund. 

Military  bands  came  under  fire. 
“Everybody  loves  the  Marine  Band,  so 
it’s  hard  to  oppose  them,”  said  Mr. 
Smith,  who  said  he  learned  how  to 
identify  military  luxury  items  in  the 
monolithic  defense  budget  from 
Congressman  Les  Aspin  of  Wisconsin. 

He  said  the  100  military  bands  cost  $100 
million  each  year,  which  human  service 
advocates  suggest  might  be  applied 
more  effectively  to  restoring  the 
Compensatory  Education  program 
which  was  cut  by  $1  billion  and  is  being 
considered  for  elimination. 

The  compensatory  program  provides 
remedial  reading  and  remedial  math  for 
low-achieving  children  and,  according  to 
Mr.  Smith,  is  widely  credited  with 
“turning  around  elementary  school  test 
scores  in  basic  skills  .  .  .  especially 
among  low-income  children,  black 
children  and  the  children  of  parents  who 
were  school  dropouts.” 

“A  secret  that  never  got  out  was  that 
basic  elementary  education  skills  were 
turned  around  in  the  late  ’70s,”  he  said, 
and  largely  due  to  the  Title  I  program.  Dr. 
Tompkins  said  this  is  an  illustration  of 


her  contention  that  “what  has  worked” 
and  “what  hasn’t”  in  federal  service 
programs  have  never  been  carefully 
analyzed. 

Citing  another  “choice,”  Mr.  Smith 
said  the  Pentagon,  which  is  located  in 
Virginia,  provides  social  aides  to  top 
officials  who  are  in  effect  personal 
servants.  Three  hundred  aides  cost  $5 
million  per  year  to  pick  up  uniforms, 
shine  shoes,  shop,  etc.  for  officers. 

At  the  same  time,  Virginia  has  160 
homemaking  aides  who  provide  similar 
services  for  2,500  persons  who  can’t  do 
these  things  themselves  because  they  are 
aged,  blind,  disabled  or  have  a 
handicapped  person  in  the  home.  The 
Virginia  program  was  reduced  by  one- 
third  last  year  while  the  Pentagon 
budget  for  personal  servants  increased 
15  percent,  he  said. 

‘Errors’  mock  cuts 

Mr.  Smith  noted  the  irony  of  the  1982 
domestic  budget  cut  of  $35  billion  being 
literally  wiped  out  as  soon  as  it  passed  by 
the  standard  “error”  each  year  in  the 
cost  of  military  procurements  of  between 
$30  and  $50  billion. 

Areas  of  American  life  in  which 
Christians  should  be  seeking  and 
advocating  “clear  choices”  are  children^ 
social  security  and  rebuilding  America's 
infrastructures  (roads,  bridges),  Dr. 
Tompkins  said.  "These  should  be  seen  as 
complementary  needs,  not  as 
competitive  needs,”  Dr.  Tompkins  said, 
“Filling  potholes  in  roads  should  not  be 
competitive  with  filling  teeth.” 

She  said  her  agency  would  be  running  a 
voter  analysis  of  all  the  73  United  Meth¬ 
odist  members  of  Congress  this  year  on 
budget  bills.  This  will  be  available  from 
the  Defense  Fund  at  1520  New 
Hampshire  Ave.,  N.W.  Washington,  D.C. 
20036.  They  will  also  have  a  “Green 
Book”  of  “choices”  related  to  the  new 
federal  budget  which  will  be  available  in 
February. 


Bauman  telecast  weathers  25  seasons 


Bible  series  holds  TV  audience 


WASHINGTON  —  Twenty-five  years 
ago  on  a  Saturday  morning  in  September 
the  television  cameras  at  the  WMAL-TV 
studios  here,  now  WJLA-TV,  focused  on  a 
young  man  as  he  walked  to  a  lectern  and 
began  to  speak. 

It  was  the  opening  lecture  of  a  new 
Bible-study  course  in  which  a  half-hour 
talk  would  be  followed  by  a  live, 
unrehearsed  discussion  with  a  panel  of 
students. 

The  speaker  was  the  chaplain  at 
United  Methodism’s  American 
University.  He  had  had  no  experience  on 
television,  but  he  did  have  a  rich  back¬ 
ground  of  biblical  scholarship  and  a 
contagious  enthusiasm  about  sharing 
with  others  the  good  news  of  God’s  love  in 
Jesus  Christ.  Was  it  enough  for  survival 
in  the  relentlessly  exacting  world  of 
commercial  television? 

The  young  chaplain  was  the  Rev. 
Edward  W.  Bauman,  and  the  program  is 
now  known  to  millions  as  the  “Bauman 
Bible  Telecast.”  The  plan  was  conceived 
and  put  into  effect  by  the  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  Washington  area  and 
The  American  University,  with  the 
cooperation  of  WMAL-TV.  It  was  the  first 
college-credit  course  on  religion  ever 
offered  on  commercial  television. 

Ten  years  later,  Bemie  Harrison  would 
write  in  the  Sunday  Star  TV  Magazine: 
“I  remember  that  opening  show  and  first 
year.  That  first  impression  of  Dr. 
Bauman,  with  some  of  his  students,  was 
electric  ...  In  a  week  loaded  with 
network  specials,  his  program  always 
is.” 

The  college-credit  plan  was  dis¬ 
continued  after  a  few  years,  but  by  that 
time  the  program  was  firmly  established 
in  the  weekly  schedule  of  many  viewers  in 
the  Washington  area  and  in  a  few  other 
areas  of  the  country  where  it  was  shown, 
said  Audree  Bauman,  president. 

One  thing  was  lacking  —  an  adequate 
organization  to  support  the  ministry  and 
make  it  possible  to  expand  its  outreach. 


A  time  came  when  the  master  tapes  of 
the  lectures  had  to  be  erased  because 
there  were  no  funds  even  to  purchase  the 
tapes,  let  alone  reproduce  and  distribute 
them  for  wider  use.  That  was  when  a 
small  group  of  men,  convinced  that  the 
programs  should  be  preserved  and  made 
available  to  more  people,  organized 
Bauman  Bible  Telecasts,  Inc.  in  1967. 
Mrs.  Bauman  became  the  “office  staff” 
of  one,  she  reported. 

The  active  film  library  now  includes 
more  than  4200  films,  video  cassettes  and 
video  tapes.  Other  shelves  hold  large 
supplies  of  brochures  and  study  guides 
for  the  courses.  Audio-cassette  study 
courses  based  on  the  television  courses 
and  first  broadcast  by  WMAL  Radio  in 
Washington  have  been  developed  to 
make  Dr.  Bauman’s  teaching  available 
in  a  wider  variety  of  situations. 

Since  1967,  television  stations  and 
churches  in  almost  every  state  of  the 
union  have  used  the  films  or  tapes, 
according  to  Bauman  Bible  Telecasts 
information.  They  have  been  used  in 


retirement  homes,  prisons,  hospitals, 
libraries,  and  schools  and  colleges;  on 
ships  and  submarines;  on  U.S.  Army, 
Navy  and  Air  Force  bases  around  the 
world.  They  were  shown  on  the  Polaris 
submarine  during  its  history-making  trip 
over  the  North  Pole  and  at  McMurdo 
Station  in  Antarctica.  In  Vietnam,  they 
were  shown  continuously  round  the  clock 
so  that  a  GI  could  drop  in  at  any  time  and 
watch.  They  have  even  “gone  into  orbit”, 
with  a  NASA  CES  satellite. 

More  than  30  awards,  including  two 
Emmys,  have  been  given  to  the  series. 

To  celebrate  25  years,  one  outstanding 
program  from  each  of  the  past  14  years 
was  shown  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall 
season,  Mrs.  Bauman  said.  Starting 
January  30  a  new  series  on  “Jesus  in  the 
Gospels”  will  begin. 

Contributions  to  the  United  Methodist 
“Television  Presence  and  Ministry” 
campaign  are  sending  the  Bauman 
series  via  satellite  to  cable  systems 
throughout  the  United  States. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  With  this  issue  the  Reporter  begins  a  series  of 
“Bicentennial  Minutes.”  These  short  items,  drawn  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  history  since  1784,  will  appear  in  the  first  and  third  issues  of  every 
month  during  1983  to  develop  historical  awareness  as  United  Methodism’s 
bicentennial  year — 1984 — approaches. 

The  items  were  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Swantner  of  Rantoul, 
Ill.,  who  says  that  some  of  the  items  are  “landmark  events”  while  others 
are  ferreted  out  of  old  conference  journals  and  diaries.  They  will  be 
drawn  from  across  the  country,  from  Maine  to  California. 

Mr.  Swantner  has  been  a  frequent  lecturer  for  jurisdictional  history 
events  and  an  instructor  in  United  Methodist  history  for  Central  Illinois 
conference’s  local  pastors  school. 


Children  have  first  home 
west  of  the  Rockies 

On  January  1,  1892,  the  Fred  Finch  Orphanage  was  opened 
under  the  auspices  of  the  California  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Fruitvale,  California.  At  that 
time,  it  was  the  only  orphanage  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
It  had  a  capacity  for  one  hundred  twenty  children  and  boasted 
$18,000  worth  of  property.  In  1898,  they  were  pleased  to  report, 
“out  of  debt.” 


Wesley’s  medical  book  offers  unique  cures 


YOU  CAN  RELY  ON  OUR  YOUTH  GUIDES 

These  well-planned  resources  tell  you  the  what,  where,  and  how  of 
youth  ministry.  Expert  advice  from  renowned  youth  leaders. 

1983  Resource  Directory  For  Youth  Workers 

Edited  by  Tic  Long— Director  of  Youth  Specialties 

Easy-to-use — a  must  for  leaders!  Includes  names  and  addresses  of  500  different 
publishers,  organizations,  distributors,  books,  films,  agencies,  periodicals,  and 
people  who  fill  the  needs  of  youth  workers.  Paper,  $8.95 

Edited  and  co-authored  by  J.  David  Stone — President, 

Youth  Ministries  Consultation  Service: 

The  Complete  Youth  Ministries  Handbook,  Volume  One 

A  thorough,  helpful  guide  for  all  who  work  with  young  people  in  the  church.  Awarded 
top  honors  in  Group  magazine's  annual  Resource  Review.  Paper,  $72.95 
Leadership  Training  Kit,  $18.95  (The  book,  two  cassettes,  leader's  guide.) 

Catching  the  Rainbow:  A  Total  Concept  Youth  Ministry 
The  Complete  Youth  Ministries  Handbook,  Volume  Two 

Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  writers  introduce  the  rainbow"  theme— telling  your 
story,  belonging,  planning  life  together,  and  the  Christian  support  family.  Paper, 
$79.95  Leadership  Training  Kit.  $24.95  (The  book,  two  cassettes,  leader's  guide.) 

Order  from  your  Cokesbury  Bookstore  or  Service  Center 
Published  By 

Abingdon  Press 

The  Book  Publishing  Department  of  The  Uniteo  Methodist  Publishing  House 


By  RUTH  M.  PITCHFORD 

Cure  for  baldness  —  “Rub  the  part 
morning  and  evening  with  onions  ‘til  it  is 
red;  rub  afterwards  with  honey.” 

That  cure  was  prescribed  by  the 
founder  of  Methodism  in  his  treatise, 
“Primitive  Physic”  first  published  in 
1749.  It  reached  thirty-six  editions,  and 
earned  thirty  thousand  English  pounds 
($150,000)  in  royalties,  a  very 
substantial  fortune  even  today  .  .  .  Most 
of  that  money  was  used  to  buy  copies  for 
free  distribution  to  poor  Methodists 
throughout  England. 

The  publication  of  this  engrossing 
pamphlet  was  the  outcome  of  John 
Wesley’s  work  in  Bristol  where,  in  1746, 
he  began  distributing  free  medicine  to 
the  indigent. 

He  felt  that  healing  was  simply  “such  a 
medicine  removes  such  a  pain.”  How¬ 
ever,  in  “Primitive  Physic,”  725  pres¬ 
criptions  were  set  down  for  243  diseases. 

Most  of  the  remedies  were  well  within 
the  reach  of  the  poor,  using  ordinary 
household  supplies  such  as  herbs,  honey, 
vinegar,  salt,  milk  and  whey.  In  the  1775 
edition  the  cleric  wrote,  “It  is  my  design 
to  set  down  cheap  and  safe  and  easy 
medicines,  easily  to  be  known,  easy  to  be 
procured,  and  easily  to  be  applied  by 
plain,  unlettered  men.” 

He  recommended  electricity  as  a 
curative  agent  for  maladies  as  diverse  as 
blindness,  fits,  King’s  evil  and  sciatica. 

Wesley  made  no  pretense  of  being  able 
to  cure  complicated  diseases,  but 
recommended  that  the  victim  “apply  to  a 
physician  that  fears  God.”  In  fact,  he 
wrote  that  the  ministration  of  any  doctor 
who  did  not  fear  God  would  be  a  curse, 
rather  than  a  blessing,  no  matter  how 
famous  the  man. 

In  “Primitive  Physic”  definitions 
and  prescriptions  were  frequently  taken 
from  the  writings  of  reputable 
practicing  physicians.  A  remedy  for 
diabetes  is  from  a  Dr.  Mead:  “Drink 
three  or  four  times  a  day  a  quarter  of  a 
pint  of  allum-posset-drink.  Put  in  three 
drams  of  allum  to  four  pints  of  milk.  It 
seldom  fails  to  cure  in  eight  to  ten  days.” 

The  churchman  often  included  ex¬ 
hortations  to  practice  rules  of 
temperance,  personal  hygiene  and 


general  health.  Himself  a  cold  bath 
enthusiast,  he  indicated  its  use  in  treat¬ 
ing  no  less  than  sixty-three  ailments. 

“Primitive  Physic”  contained  many 
personal  admonitions  to  be  followed  not 
only  in  pursuit  of  healthful  living  but  also 
in  the  search  for  Holy  Grace. 

His  disapproval  of  alcoholic  beverages 
did  not  preclude  his  endorsement  of  them 
for  medicinal  use.  One  prescription  was 
brandy  for  bathing  “legs  sore  and  running.” 


To  a  “nervous”  preacher  he  penned 
one  of  his  famous  letters,  prescribing 
five  stringent  non-medical  courses  of 
treatment  and  foretelling  a  dire  end  if  his 
advice  was  not  followed. 

Carrying  a  hare’s  foot  to  prevent 
heartburn,  or  wearing  a  dried  toad  in 
your  armpit  to  ward  off  fever,  are  to  us 
only  superstitions.  Yet  we  wear  copper 
bracelets  to  cure  arthritis,  and  breathe 
into  a  paper  bag  to  stop  hiccups.  We  spurn 


mold  as  a  curative  agent  but  praise 
penicillin  which  is  made  from  mold. 

And,  today  when  dieting  is  a  national 
pastime,  it  is  comforting  to  note  what 
John  Wesley  prescribed  two  hundred 
years  ago.  Here,  in  its  entirety,  is  his 
regimen  for  both  overweight  and  under¬ 
weight:  “Slimming.  Eat  fennel.  It  will 
also  make  thin  people  fat.” 

Ms.  Pitchford  is  a  free-lance  writer 
living  in  Long  Beach,  Calif. 


DOUBLE  FEATURE  DOUBLE  FEATURE  DOUBLE  FEATURE  DOUBLE  FEATURE 


"  ‘Forbid  Them  Not'  is  a 
gripping  portrayal  of 
human  compassion  as 
seen  through  the  eyes  of 
an  Indian  filmmaker." 

Bishop  Wayne  K. 
Clymer, 

Iowa  Annual  Conference 


"Be  the  first  in  your  con¬ 
ference  to  meet  'The 
Rocmu  Koob'—the  an¬ 
swer  to  'E.  T. 

Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief 


FORBID  THEM  NOT” 


“THE  ROCMU  KOOB” 


Are  you  wondering  how  to  promote  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  Sunday  or  how  to  interpret  the  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief?  Two  new  resources  should  simplify  your  task.  They  are  "The 
Rocmu  Koob,”  a  sound,  color  filmstrip  for  children,  and  "Forbid  Them  Not,”  a  16mm  film  for  youth  and 
adult  audiences.  Both  audiovisuals  are  set  in  India,  just  one  of  the  63  countries  where  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  is  reaching  out  to  children  and  their  families. 

"The  Rocmu  Koob"  may  be  borrowed  from  conference  resource  centers  or  purchased  for  $6  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom),  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  An  activity  booklet,  which  may 
be  used  as  a  guide  through  the  filmstrip,  is  available  free  from  UMCom.  (Order  one  booklet  for  each  child  in 
your  congregation  by  using  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  order  form.)  "Forbid  Them  Not"  is  available  on 
loan  from  conference  resource  centers  or  for  sale  ($150)  or  rent  ($15)  from  EcuFilm,  810  Twelfth  Ave.  S., 
Nashville,  TN  37203. 
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Around  The  Conference 


‘My  Job  Training ’ 


Convocation  of  Boards  to  Meet 


n 


Golden  Wedding  Ceremony  Celebrated 

December  26,  1982  marked  the  date  of  a  special  reception  held  in  honor  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Lumas  E.  Douglas  on  the  occasion  of  their  golden  wedding  ceremony. 
On  this  occasion,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  heard  the  renewal  of  their  vows 
using  the  marriage  ritual  from  the  1930  Discipline  that  was  used  in  their  1932 
ceremony 

The  reception  was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Fulmer,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Timothy  Lumey.  Mrs.  Marty  Fulmer,  and  Ms.  Vicky  Fulmer.  Others  in 
attendance  included  Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Handy. 

Dr.  Douglas  has  served  an  impressive  array  of  appointments  including 
Walker  Circuit,  First  UMC,  Slidell,  Cedar  Grove,  Shreveport,  Henning 
Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur,  Arcadia  UMC,  Homer  UMC,  Carrollton  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  Ruston  District,  First  UMC,  Houma,  Baton  Rouge  District,  and 
Conference  Program  Director. 

‘Angel  Tree’  at  Mangum  UMC 

A  large  Christmas  tree  called  an  “Angel  Tree"  was  placed  in  front  of  the 
patio  window  at  Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Members  were  given  the  opportunity  of  honoring  a  friend  or  remembering  a 
loved  one  by  a  gift  offering  which  was  used  to  light  one  of  the  hundreds  of  tiny 
lights  on  the  tree.  The  name  of  the  person  honored  or  remembered  was  placed 
on  small  angels  that  filled  the  “Angel  Tree." 

Dr.  Daniel  W.  Tohline  is  pastor  at  Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Ministers  Have  Fun  Too 


Friends  of  Dr.  John  M.  Lee  gathered  recently  to  present  him  with  a  special 
award  in  recognition  of  his  long  years  of  service  for  those  with  spiritual  com¬ 
plaints. 

Fellow  ministers  shown  above  with  Dr.  Lee  (left  to  right)  are  Joe  McClain, 
Larry  Stafford,  Bill  Blakely,  John  Scarf,  Eddie  Morgan,  Bill  Fraser,  and  guest 
Bob  Hollis. 


Conference-Wide 
Training  for  Local 
Church  Officials 

This  is  a  new  year  for  all  church 
officers  in  local  churches  throughout  the 
state  of  Louisiana.  Many  are  assuming  a 
new  position  of  church  leadership  in  1983. 
Perhaps  you  are  wondering  what  your 
job  is,  what  your  responsibilities  are,  and 
what  resources  are  available  to  you  in 
this  undertaking.  Plan  NOW  to  attend 
your  District  Event  on  Monday,  January 
24,  from 7 :00p.m.  to9:00p.m. 

Highlights  of  the  event  will  include  a 
special  television  program  entitled  "My 
Job  Training"  broadcast  via  satellite  to 
each  training  location,  small  groups  led 
by  district  leaders  in  each  area  of 
leadership,  and  lots  of  good  Christian 
fellowship  with  others  like  yourself  in 
roles  of  leadership  in  local  churches. 

Watch  for  more  details  and  a  schedule 
of  district  meetings  in  next  week's  issue. 
Save  January  24th  and  plan  to  be  in 
attendance  at  the  “My  Job  Training”  for 
local  church  officials  all  over  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

USL  Wesley 
Foundation  Report 

Students  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Louisiana  gather  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  for  regular  events  sponsored 
by  the  Foundation.  On  Sundays,  the  Sun 
Nighters  fellowship  meal  precedes  the 
evening  Chapel  Service.  A  Growth  group 
combines  a  study  of  the  Bible  with 
sharing  of  contemporary  problems.  The 
Wednesday  luncheons  and  Friday 
fellowships  provide  opportunity  for 
social  interchange. 

In  addition  to  regular  events,  the 
foundation  presents  various  special 
programs.  Last  month,  it  sponsored  the 
Keith  Miller  “New  Wine  Film  Series." 
For  the  Thanksgiving  Day  celebration, 
Angela  Quincosses,  Student  Coordinator 
planned  an  ecumenical  gathering  with 
the  Wisdom  Catholic  Student  Center.  On 
this  day,  the  Wesley  Foundation  and  the 
Wisdom  Catholic  Student  Center  co¬ 
hosted  a  dinner  for  all  the  campus  bound 
students  who  could  not  be  home  with 
their  families.  Local  churches  and 
concerned  individuals  provided  both  food 
and  financing  for  this  special 
celebration.  The  dinner  was  held  at  the 
Wisdom  Catholic  Student  Center.  The 
menu  included  turkey,  dressing,  yams, 
corn,  cranberry  sauce  and  a  variety  of 
desserts.  Approximately  150  people  were 
served.  The  “easy  listening"  group. 
Magnolia  Company,  provided  the 
entertainment.  The  Reverend  Robert  D. 
Ross  is  the  Wesley  Foundation  Director 
at  USL. 


Agenda  —  Convocation  of  Boards 

All  meetings  will  be  held  at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  unless  otherwise 
noted. 

Thursday,  January  29,  1983 

9:00  a.m.  —  Continuing  Education  Committee,  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
9:30  a  m.  —  Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 
10:30  a.m.  —  Cabinet  Meeting 
2:00  p.m.  —  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

—  Board  of  Church  &  Society 

3:00  p.m.  —  Research  &  Planning  Committee 
3:30  p.m.  —  Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 
7:00  p.m.  —  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

—  Board  of  Church  &  Society 
Friday,  January  21.  1983 

9:00  a.m.  —  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

—  Board  of  Church  &  Society 

—  Commission  on  Archives  &  History 

—  Executive  Committee,  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
9:30  a.m.  —  Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

10:00  a.m.  —  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration,  Headquarters  Building 

—  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry 
10:30  a-.m.  —  Conference  Confirmation  Team 

—  Conference  Bicentennial  Committee 

1:00  p.m.  —  Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries 

2:00  p.m.  —  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

2:30  p.m.  —  Committee  Meetings,  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

3:00  p.m.  —  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  &  Interreligious  Affairs 

—  Board  of  Discipleship 

—  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

4:00  p.m.  —  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

6:00  p.m.  -  DINNER  &  CONVOCATION  PROGRAM 

8:00  p.m.  —  Board  of  Discipleship 

—  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

—  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Saturday,  January  22,  1983 

8:00  a.m.  —  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry 
9:00  a.m.  —  Board  of  Church  &  Society 

—  Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Committee 

—  Board  of  Discipleship 
10:00a.m.  —  Board  of  Laity 

—  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 


The  Annual  Convocation  of  Boards  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  January  20-21-22  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Clergy  and  laity  alike  will  gather  from 
all  parts  of  the  state  to  participate  in  the 
work  of  the  various  Boards,  Agencies, 
Commissions  and  Committees  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

During  these  three  days  of  meetings, 
all  Boards  will  be  considering  programs 
and  activities  relative  to  their  particular 
interests  and  responsibilities.  Such 
concerns  as  evangelism  .  church  ex¬ 
tension  and  revitalization  ...  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  .  .  .  Bicentennial 
Celebration  .  .  laity  programs  .  .  .  nu¬ 

clear  disarmament  .  .  .  campus  minis¬ 
tries  . .  .  ethnic  minority  local  church  and 
other  programs  will  be  discussed  and 
plans  made  for  implementation  through¬ 
out  the  Conference. 

A  time  schedule  for  the  meeting  of  all 
Boards  is  found  in  this  newspaper 
During  the  dinner  hour  on  Friday, 
January  21,  at  6:00  p.m.,  a  special 
"Convocation  ’83"  will  provide 
information  to  those  in  attendance 
regarding  special  program  emphases 
that  will  be  a  part  of  the  activities  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  during  the  year 
1983.  This  should  be  an  informative 
session,  enabling  all  to  return  home  and 
make  preparations  for  the  promotion  of 
these  events  in  their  local  churches 

All  members  of  Conference  Boards, 
Committees  and  Commissions  are  urged 
to  attend,  as  well  as  other  persons 
interested  in  knowing  more  about  the 
programs  and  activities  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 


Drew  University  Theological  School  Choir  to  Perform 


Lester  Berenbroick,  choir  director,  has 
announced  that  the  35  member  Drew 
University  Theological  School  Choir, 
made  up  of  students  studying  for  the 
Christian  ministry,  will  begin  a  10  day 
concert  tour  performing  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  throughout  Maryland, 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas.  As  part  of  their 
concert  tour,  the  choir  will  perform  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church, 
3350  Dalrymple  Drive,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Friday, 
January  14.  Other  performances  in 
Louisiana  include  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans,  3401  Canal 
Street,  at  10:30  a.m.  on  Sunday,  January 
16  and  again  at  7:30  p.m.  at  Covenant 
United  Methodist  Church,  300  East 
Martial  Avenue,  Lafayette. 

The  choir  will  perform  a  three-part 
program  opening  with  “Suite  III  for 
Soprano  Recorder"  by  Jacques 
Hotteterre.  Other  works  to  follow  include 
Hal  Hopson’s  “Procession  of  Praise”  for 
two  choirs,  organ  and  brass  instruments; 
“In  Thy  Word  Do  I  Hope."  a  setting  of  the 
130th  Psalm  by  Henry  Phofl;  Mozart’s 


“Lauda te  Dommum"  from  the  motet 
“Exsultate  Jubilate";  Carlton  Young’s 
“Canticle  of  Affirmation:  God  With  Lis"; 
Eugene  Butler’s  setting  of  the  96th 
Psalm,  “Sing  to  the  Lord  a  Marvelous 
Song”;  and  Stephen  Schwartz's  “We 
Beseech  Thee”  from  the  popular  musical 
“Godspell." 

A  jazz  setting  of  the  Communion 
Liturgy,  titled  "Jersey  City  Jazz 
Liturgy,"  will  comprise  part  two  of  the 
concert  program.  The  setting  was 
composed  by  Bruce  Talbert,  a  graduate 
of  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  who  worked  as  a  professional  jazz 
pianist  before  beginning  his  theological 
studies  at  Drew. 

The  closing  section  of  the  program  will 
feature  songs  and  prose  on  the  life  of 
Christ.  Works  to  be  performed  are 
“Magnificat”  by  Bruce  Talbert;  “Behold 
Now  the  Kingdom"  by  John  Michael 
Talbot;  “Hosanna"  by  the  Moravian 
composer,  Edward  Leinbach;  “In 
Remembrance"  from  the  musical 
“Celebrate  Life"  by  Buryi  Red;  Bach’s 
“Crucifixus”;  and  a  gospel  setting  of  a 


resurrection  text,  “The  Angel  Rolled  the 
Stone  Away,"  by  Alan  Pote. 

All  interested  persons  are  invited  to 
attend. 
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Student  Recognition  Day 
Observed  at  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  observed  Student  :• 
:•  Recognition  Day  on  December  26.  1982  with  their  college  students  conducting  :•! 
•:  the  morning  worship  service.  Tom  Vizcarrondo  brought  the  message,  Also  $• 
:•  participating  in  the  service  were  Kim  Duncan,  Jerry  Spencer,  Stephanie 
:•  Skipper,  Todd  Lackey,  Gretchen  Vahlkamp.  Thayer  Spencer.  Ingrid 
j:  Vahlkamp,  Chuck  Newton,  Ken  Pearson,  Peggy  Beck.  Ricky  Beck  and  Jon  § 
:j  Fullerton.  The  Reverend  John  M.  Lee  is  the  pastor  at  Horseshoe  Drive  United  x 
•:  Methodist  Church.  $ 
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The  SENIOR  HIGH  RETREAT 


will  be  held  again  this  year  at  CANEY  CON-" 
FERENCE  CENTRE'  beginning  on  February 
4,  19R3  and  ending  at  noon  on  February  the 
6th 

THEME 

"CATCHING  THE  RAINBOW"  The  Senior 
High  Youth  will  be  catching  the  rainbow  of 
life  as  they  discuss  such  topics  as  "BUILD¬ 
ING  TRUST",  "PLANNING  RETREATS”. 
"ENHANCING  THEIR  UMYF  PROGRAM". 
AND  "SERVICE  PROJECTS". 

FELLOWSHIP  TIME 

Much  fellowship  time  will  be  offered.  The 
youth  will  be  able  to  catch  the  rainbow  of 
life  through  interpersonal  relationships  one 
on  one,  group  activities,  fellowship  singing, 
special  musical  programs  and  entertainment, 
and  worship  services. 

REGISTRATION  FEE 

The  registration  fee  for  this  weekend  is 
SI  9.00  per  person,  This  will  cover  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  meals  from  Saturday  morning  to 
Sunday  noon,  and  special  entertainment. 


For  More  Inlormetlon,  Contact  Your  Minister,  Your  Youth 
Counsellor,  or  tho  Reverend  L.  Petterson  Culllgan,  Confer¬ 
ence  Coordinator  of  Youth,  P.O.  Bo*  3057,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  LA  70821. 


SMU  Ministers’  Week  to  Sound 
Liberation  Theme  February  7-10 


Christianity  and  Marxism,  peace  with 
justice,  and  religion  and  sexism  will  be 
the  resounding  themes  of  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  48th  Annual 
Ministers’  Week  February  7-10,  1983, 
devoted  to  liberation  theology. 

The  week’s  activities,  hosted  by 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  will  draw 
more  than  1,000  ministers  and  spouses 
from  throughout  the  Southwest  to  hear 
three  lecture  series  by  noted  theologians 
and  to  participate  in  workshops  and 
special  events. 

Argentinian  theologian  Jose  Miguez 
Bonino  will  deliver  the  Fondren  Lectures 
on  the  topic,  “Preface  to  a  Christian 
Political  Ethic:  Reflections  on  the 
Foundations  of  Christian  Praxis."  Dr. 
Bonino  is  dean  of  Graduate  Studies  and 
professor  of  Systematic  Theology  and 
Ethics  at  the  Instituto  Superior 
Evangelico  de  Estudios  Teologicos  in 
Buenos  Aires. 

Presenting  the  Jackson  Lectures  will 
be  Phyllis  Trible,  Baldwin  Professor  of 
Sacred  Literature  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York.  Dr.  Trible  will 
speak  on  “Texts  of  Terror:  Unpreached 
Stories  of  Faith." 

“The  Terrible  Alternative  and  Other 
Prophetic  Musings:  Preaching  in  an 
Uptoward  Generation"  is  the  theme  of 
the  Peyton  Lectures,  to  be  presented  by 
James  W.  Lawson,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Holman 
United  Methodist  Church,  Los  Angeles, 

Ministers’  Week  luncheon  speaker  will 
be  Charles  H.  King,  Jr.  founder  and 
president  of  the  Urban  Crisis  Center, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  author  of  Fire  in 
My  Bones. 

An  internationally  known  scholar.  Dr. 
Bonino  is  an  ordained  minister  in  the 


Methodist  Church  and  a  noted  author. 
Among  his  books  published  in  English 
are  Doing  Theology  in  a  Revolutionary 
Situation,  Christians  and  Marxists  and 
Room  to  be  People.  His  graduate  degrees 
are  from  Emory  University  and  Union 
Theological  Seminary  and  he  holds 
honorary  degrees  from  Emory  and  from 
the  Free  University  Amsterdam, 
Holland.  His  lectures  will  explore  the 
ethics  of  politics. 

Inspired  by  feminist  hermeneutics, 
Professor  Trible  will  present  memorial 
essays,  interpreting  both  poetically  and 
theologically,  stories  of  terror  about 
women  in  the  Bible.  A  distinguished 
scholar  and  lecturer,  she  is  the  author  of 
God  and  the  Rhetoric  of  Sexuality.  Prior 
to  assuming  her  post  at  Union,  she 
taught  at  Andover-Newton  and  at  Wake 
Forest  University,  and  has  served  as 
visiting  professor  at  universities  in 
Canada,  Japan  and  the  United  States. 

A  longtime  advocate  of  peace  with 
justice,  disarmament  and  nonviolence, 
the  Reverend  James  Lawson  is  currently 
president  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  in  Los  Angeles. 
He  served  under  the  late  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  from  1957-68  as  director  of 
SCLC’s  nonviolent  education  program.  A 
United  Methodist  minister,  his  lectures 
will  deal  with  the  juxtaposition  of  power 
and  healing. 

No  registration  is  required  for 
participation  in  Ministers’  Week.  For 
further  information  and  a  complete 
schedule  of  events,  contact  the  Perkins 
Relations  Office,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas  75275,  (214) 
692-2124. 


Subscription  Time  for  Conference  Paper 

More  than  375,000  United  Methodist  homes  across  the  nation  have  found  that 
there  is  only  one  way  to  obtain  conference,  national  and  international  news  of 
our  denomination  in  a  single  publication:  The  United  Methodist  Reporter.  The 
Louisiana  edition  of  the  Reporter  is  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

Clergy  and  laity  are  urged  to  subscribe  to  the  conference  paper  in  order  to  be 
better  informed  of  conference  programs,  training  opportunities  and  local 
church  news.  Administrative  Boards  in  several  churches  have  voted  to 
purchase  gift  subscriptions  for  key  leaders  in  their  church.  Suggested 
recipients  would  include  the  Administrative  Board  chairperson.  Council  on 
Ministries  chairperson,  Work  Area  chairperson,  and  church  school  teachers. 
Other  churches  have  opted  to  subscribe  for  all  the  members  of  the 
Administrative  Board  and  Council  on  Ministries.  Thirteen  churches  in 
Louisiana  now  use  the  local  edition  version  of  the  paper  allowing  the  local 
church  to  fill  the  front  page  of  the  paper  with  local  church  news,  which  goes  to 
every  member  of  the  church.  The  great  advantage  of  the  local  edition  is  that 
each  member  is  informed  weekly  of  news  related  to  his  or  her  own  church,  plus, 
the  Louisiana  Conference  and  national  news  related  to  United  Methodists 

A  one  year  subscription  for  the  paper  (52  issues)  will  be  $8  for  1983.  Each 
pastor  has  subscription  forms  available  or  you  may  use  the  one  below. 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST  SUNDAY  *  FEBRUARY  6,  1983 

Please  enter  my  subscription  for  I  year  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter 
Please  check  one:  C  This  is  a  new  subscription  This  is  a  renewal 

(Please  Print) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

NAME  OF  CHURCH 

DISTRICT 

YOUR  PRIMARY  AREA  OF  SERVICE 
(TITLE)  IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 


PLEASE  CHECK  ONE:  C  Clergy  Laity 

Return  to  your  local  church  office,  pastor,  LUM  agent,  collection  plate  or  The  Louisiana 
U nited  Methodist  Reporter  office,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 

The  gift  that  keeps  on  coming  for  52  weeks  and  only  costs  $8.00. 

Send  a  subscription  of  your  church  paper  to  a  friend  or  two. 
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Let  the  reader  beware:  it’s  not 
safe  to  believe  all  you  read 


Do  you  know  whether  your 
subscription  to  Reader's  Digest  helps  to 
subsidize  the  Mafia? 

Some  critics  of  Reader’s  Digest 
suggest  that  its  annual  "sweepstakes” 
fosters  a  "get  something  for  nothing” 
mentality  similar  to  other  forms  of 
legalized  gambling,  and  it  is  generally 
accepted  that  legalized  gambling  and 
organized  crime  feed  on  each  other 
If  you  think  the  foregoing  lines  cast 
unfair  and  unfounded  aspersions  on  a 
publishing  institution  that  is  regularly 
read  and  trusted  by  millions  of  persons, 
you  probably  are  right. 

Our  calculated  mixing  of  bits  of  truth 
with  unrelated  facts,  half-truths, 
unattributed  opinions  and  innuendo  is  no 
worse,  however,  than  the  number  the 
Reader's  Digest  has  done  on  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  its  January  issue 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  31  and  the  related  article 
elsewhere  on  this  page).  In  fact,  there  is 
a  striking  similarity  between  the 
techniques  employed  in  the  first  two 
paragraphs  of  this  editorial  and  those 
which  permeate  the  Digest’s  article 
titled,  "Do  you  know  where  your  church 
offerings  go?  You'd  better  find  out  — 
because  they  may  be  supporting 
revolution  instead  of  religion." 

That  article  begins  by  citing 
"findings”  of  a  questionable  "study" 
about  groups  receiving  denominational 
support.  Conclusions  based  on  those 
"findings”  are  then  used  as  a 
springboard  for  a  broad-based  attack  on 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  and.  by 
implication,  all  the  denominations  which 
belong  to  it,  and  especially  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

One  additional  technique  employed  in 
the  Digest  article  is  that  of  direct 
misstatement,  such  as  the  untruthful 
allegation  that  the  NCC  has  failed  to  con¬ 
demn  "most  of  the  great  human  rights 
outrages  of  our  time." 

We  are  no  longer  surprised  by  the 
appearance  of  such  misleading  attacks 
in  the  Reader's  Digest.  This  magazine 
has  a  habit  dating  back  at  least  into  the 
1950’s  of  occasionally  publishing 
"undigested,"  original  articles  attacking 
“mainline”  Protestant  denominations 
and  ecumenical  organizations  like  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Following 
as  closely  as  it  does  a  similar  assault  on 

If  you  want  the 
‘other  side,’  here 
is  how  to  get  it 

Persons  who  are  predisposed  to  believe 
anything  bad  or  disregard  anything  good 
they  might  hear  about  an  organization 
like  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
are  unlikely  to  make  much  effort  to 
determine  if  charges  like  those  contained 
in  the  January  Reader’s  Digest  article 
are  true  (see  preceding  editorial  >. 

Persons  who  have  sorted  through  all 
the  claims  and  counter-claims  following 
previous  Reader’s  Digest  articles  about 
"mainline  ”  Protestant  churches  are 
more  likely  just  to  consider  the  source 
than  again  to  engage  in  such  an  exercise. 

If  you  fall  into  neither  of  these 
categories,  are  concerned  about  the 
allegations  made  in  the  Reader’s  Digest 
article,  and  are  interested  also  in  reading 
a  detailed  response  to  those  allegations 
from  the  NCC  before  deciding  who  to 
believe,  you  can  receive  a  point-by-point 
response  by  writing: 

Response  to  Digest 
United  Methodist  General 
Commission  On  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1300 
New  York,  New  York  10115 


the  World  Council  of  Churches  last 
August,  however  the  latest  article 
appears  to  signal  an  intensification  of  the 
pace  of  attack 

Of  more  concern  than  such  unfair 
allegations  is  the  seeming  readiness  of 
many  church  members  to  accept  them 
as  true  with  no  questions  asked. 

No  one  attuned  to  the  church  and  the 
times  in  which  we  live  would  contend 
that  ecumenical  organizations  like  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  are 
perfect,  overwhelmingly  popular,  or 
worthy  of  unqualified  confidence  and 
support.  By  the  same  token,  it  should 
defy  any  Christian's  basic  sense  of 
honesty  and  fairness  to  see  any 
organization's  positive  contributions  so 
undervalued  and  its  weaknesses  so 
overstated  as  in  the  Reader's  Digest’s 
latest  assault  against  the  NCC. 

In  a  rational  discussion,  most 
Christians  probably  would  join  groups 
like  the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Dem¬ 
ocracy  in  criticizing  the  seeming 
imbalance  or  lack  of  wisdom  in  some 
NCC  positions.  However,  Christians  of 
all  theological  and  political  orientations 
should  unite  in  defending  any  group 
which  is  the  victim  of  a  vicious  and 
unfair  general  attack  on  its  integrity, 
such  as  that  leveled  by  the  Reader’s 
Digest  against  the  NCC. 

In  that  context,  it  is  scarcely  a 
compliment  for  a  group  like  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy  to  be 
portrayed  by  Reader’s  Digest  in  the 
same  article  as  a  would-be  savior  from 
denominational  and  ecumenical  wolves 
in  sheep’s  clothing. 

The  cause  of  Christ  is  never  served  by 
lies  and  other  forms  of  deception. 
Christ’s  cause,  as  well  as  the  stated 
interests  of  the  Institute  of  Religion  and 
Democracy,  would  best  be  served  if  the 
sizeable  number  of  professing  Christians 
in  that  organization  would  repudiate  the 
type  of  propagandistic  support  they  have 
received  from  Reader’s  Digest  at  the 
expense  of  another  group  of  Christians. 

Without  some  such  word,  the  Institute 
gives  the  appearance  of  adopting  a  role 
similar  to  Paul’s  at  the  stoning  of 
Stephen  —  not  throwing  the  deadly 
stones  but  acting  as  a  passive 
accomplice  of  those  who  are.  In  so 
doing,  the  Institute  seriously 
compromises  its  credibility  as  a  critic  of 
NCC  actions  and  positions. 

As  for  those  who  edit  and  publish 
Reader's  Digest  they  would  do  well  to 
recall  that  the  laws  of  God  cannot  forever 
be  mocked,  and  to  ask  themselves  if  they 
are  prepared  to  reap  the  consequence  of 
what  they  have  sown. 
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How  to  respond  to  friend’s  questions 
about  Digest  article  on  our  church 


By  RONALD  E.  HOLLAND 

1.  There  is  no  need  to  he  defensive! 
The  article  in  the  January  1983. 
Reader’s  Digest  ( 'Do  You  Know 
Where  Your  Church  Offerings  Go?’’) 
is  written  in  such  a  way  that  no 
objective  or  rational  response  is 
possible.  No  one  can  respond 
objectively  to  blatantly  slanted  and 
biased  articles  —  so  don’t  attempt  it. 

The  Reader’s  Digest  was  attacking 
The  Methodist  Church  in  the  early 
fifties:  the  days  of  McCarthyism  and 
The  House  Unamerican  Activities 
Committee.  No  retraction  of  that 
article  (“Methodism’s  Pink  Fringe,’’ 
February  1950)  or  any  of  its 
allegations  has  ever  been  made.  The 
Reader’s  Digest  has  now  printed  two 
such  attacks  in  the  past  six  months. 
Ask  your  friend  or  neighbor  why  they 
think  a  monthly  magazine  would  take 
such  a  course  of  action. 

2.  Ask  your  friend  to  look  at  the  age 
of  the  quoted  "facts."  Why  are  a  10- 
year-old  book,  10-year-old  actions  and 
two-year-old  financial  statements 
quoted  in  a  January  1983  article?  This 
material  in  neither  new  nor  news.  All 
financial  statements  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  include  both  the 
sources  of  receipts  and  identification 
of  expenditures. 

Current  data  is  available  for  the 
asking.  We  have  nothing  to  hide.  This 
latest  article  is  written  as  though  it 


were  laying  bare  some  new 
scandalous  occurrence.  It  is  neither 
new  nor  scandalous.  It  has  been  made 
to  look  so. 

3.  Look  at  the  article  with  your 
friend,  a)  Underline  concrete  facts,  b) 
Use  brackets  to  indicate  opinions  and 
allegations.  Facts  and  allegations  are 
frequently  mixed  together  in  the  same 
sentence.  Such  a  tactic  implies  a 
factual  basis  for  mere  allegations,  c) 
Identify  "guilt  by  association”- 
statements. 

d)  Underline  with  a  different  color 
non-specific  phrases  such  as  "A 
number  of  .  .  .  ”;  “Many  of  these 
.  .  .  ”;  "Several  .  .  .  ”;  such  phrases 
are  neither  fact  nor  fiction.  They  are 
sure  indication  of  an  opinion 
unsupported  by  honest  research,  or  an 
opinion  supported  by  a  number  so 
small  as  to  be  embarrassing  if 
revealed. 

4.  Take  your  friends  and  your 
friends'  questions  seriously.  If  there 
are  specific  questions  for  which  you 
do  not  have  adequate  information, 
feel  free  to  write  or  call  this  office.  We 
will  do  our  best  to  get  answers  for 
you!  You  may  also  call  "Infoserve,” 
our  United  Methodist  information 
center  toll-free:  Dial  1-800-251-8140.  Or 
call  or  write  me  at  P.  O.  Box  4187, 
Topeka,  Kansas,  66604,  913-272-9111. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  E.  Holland  is 
Director  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
of  United  Methodism's  Kansas  East 
Annual  Conference. 


Here  I  Stand 

Are  you  taking  the  Holy 
Bible  literally  or  seriously? 


By  CARLW.  FRANKE 

Occasionally  I  meet  a  person  who  will 
tell  me  the  Bible  is  to  be  taken  literally, 
word  for  word,  exactly  as  it  is  read. 
Actually,  no  one  takes  the  Bible  literally 
in  that  fashion.  If  you  did,  for  one  thing, 
you  would  have  to  determine  which 
version  you  take  literally.  Also,  you 
would  have  to  believe  that  God  had 
feathers,  or  at  least  was  something  like  a 
bird,  for  it  speaks  of  God  gathering  His 
children  under  His  wing.  To  me,  this  is 
obviously  a  figure  of  speech  and  not  to  be 
taken  literally.  There  are  many  such  pas¬ 
sages.  Then,  too,  if  you  took  everything 
literally,  women  could  not  speak  in 
church  or  at  a  church  meeting.  As  I  see 
it,  this  is  to  be  taken  in  its  historical  con¬ 
text,  in  terms  of  the  mores  and  customs 
of  the  day  in  which  it  was  written. 

Furthermore,  if  you  take  everything  in 
the  Bible  literally  you  have  a  problem  of 
apparent  conflicts.  Some  passages  seem 
to  approve  of  war  and  others  do  not.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  take  both  of  them 
literally  at  the  same  time.  Thus,  we  can 
see  why  no  one  really  takes  all  of  the 
Bible  literally  —  not  even  those  who 
claim  they  do. 

At  times  I  will  confront  one  who  claims 
to  take  all  of  the  Bible  literally  with  one 
of  the  difficult  passages.  Invariably  the 
person  will  reply  by  saying,  "But  what 
that  really  means  is  ...”  At  that  point 
that  person  ceased  to  be  a  literalist  and 
began  interpreting,  just  as  we  all  do. 

We  should,  however,  take  the  Bible 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Capitalism  at  odds  with  Christianity 


To  the  Editor: 

I  disagree  for  two  reasons  with  the 
views  expressed  in  Orville  S.  Spencer’s 
letter  headlined  "Morality,  not 
economics,  will  solve  our  problems” 
(UMR,  Dec.  24).  First,  the  views 
expressed  are  objectionable  to  the  point 
of  being  immoral;  and  second,  the  views 
expressed  by  Mr.  Spencer  are,  in  my 
opinion,  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
tenets  of  Christianity. 

Mr.  Spencer  seems  to  believe  that  the 
victims  of  the  current  recession  have 
only  themselves  to  blame.  This  is  a 
variation  of  the  old  "blame  the  victim” 
argument.  Thus,  according  to  this 
argument,  the  unemployed  and  the  poor 
have  only  themselves  to  blame  for  their 
problems.  Mr.  Spencer  seems  to  say  that 
the  victims  of  Reaganomics  should  stop 
their  crying  and  take  up  the  Horatio 
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Mv  Witness 

Unemployed  family:  God  would 
give  us  another  piece  of  rope 


By  JOAN  SAMUELSEN 

Each  week  we  receive  a  copy  of  the 
Reporter,  and  we  have  enjoyed  reading 
it.  The  Dec.  24  issue  was  especially 
appreciated  by  our  family  of  five. 

During  most  of  1982  our  family  has 
personally  faced  unemployment.  We 
have  been  one  of  the  fortunate  families 
hit  by  unemployment,  for  we  have  been 
able  to  keep  our  home,  car  and 
possessions  thanks  to  the  prayers  of 
many  friends,  and  the  support  given  to  us 
in  many  ways,  such  as  you  described  in 
the  articles  "Faith  aids  jobless”  and 
"Churches  mobilize  help.” 

I  was  pleased  to  see  the  story 
regarding  the  families  living  in  tents 
here  in  Houston,  for  it  was  the  help  of 
people  at  Chapelwood  UMC  which  helped 
our  family  11  years  ago  when  we  moved 
to  Houston  after  becoming  an 
unemployed  family  for  the  first  time. 
Our  children  were  two.  eight,  and  11 
years  of  age.  It  was  Dr.  Williams’  sister 
who  cared  for  our  children  and  led  us  to 
join  Chapelwood  church. 

Quite  by  surprise  I  lost  my  job  in 
February  of  this  year  ( I  worked  for  an  oil 
rig  equipment  firm ),  and  two  weeks  later 
my  husband  lost  his  management 
position  which  he  had  held  with  a  food 
company  for  104  years.  In  May  our 
daughter,  a  new  engineering  graduate, 
found  that  she  was  not  getting  the  job  she 
had  hoped  to  get  upon  graduation.  Above 
all  else,  it  was  faith  that  brought  us 
through  the  past  10  months  of 
unemployment. 

It  has  been  important  that  we  reach  out 
to  others  in  our  time  of  need,  and  keep 
busy  doing  productive  activities.  We 
have  shared  our  job  information  with 
others. 

We  have  discovered  that  there  are 
many  organizations  which  will  come  to 
your  aid  if  you  reach  out  to  them.  Begin 
by  calling  the  United  Way  and  asking  for 
phone  numbers  of  these  organizations. 
Contact  your  closest  Consumer  Credit 
Counseling  Service  to  help  you  work  out  a 
credit  plan.  If  bankruptcy  is  the  only  way 


out,  ask  your  church  for  the  name  of  a 
good  bankruptcy  lawyer  you  can  contact 
for  help.  A  good  lawyer's  advice  could 
help  you  retain  your  home,  car  and 
possessions,  though  unemployed. 

Unemployed  persons  might  check  with 
the  state  government  for  job  openings 
(Merit  System  in  Austin,  in  our  case). 
The  Department  of  Human  Resources, 
listed  under  State  Government  in  the 
yellow  pages  can  be  contacted  for 
additional  information  regarding  testing 
for  these  positions.  Jobs  are  often 
available  for  those  who  pass  tests.  And 
some  jobs  offer  better  than  minimum 
wages,  plus  insurance. 

We  have  seen  many  miracles  in  the 
last  year.  God  has  been  at  our  side  every 
inch  of  the  way.  Just  when  we  would 
begin  to  feel  that  the  end  of  the  rope  was 
near,  God  would  give  its  another  piece  of 
rope  to  hang  onto.  People  all  around  us 
were  losing  their  jobs,  and  at  times  it 
seemed  quite  hopeless. 

One  of  those  times  was  right  before 
Christmas.  We  were  wondering  if  there 
would  be  Christmas  at  our  home  this 
year.  There  was  Christmas,  as  we  had 
never  known  before.  Two  days  before  the 
holiday,  our  daughter  received  word  in 
the  mail  that  she  had  been  offered  the  job 
that  answered  all  her  prayers.  We 
received  a  check  in  the  mail  to  be  used 
for  Christmas,  and  a  local  organization 
sent  a  letter  telling  us  that  Christmas 
dinner  for  our  family  was  being  readied 
for  our  pickup.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
my  husband  received  word  that  a 
temporary  job  was  available  to  him  on  a 
full-time  basis  until  a  permanent  job 
opened  up  to  him.  God  answered  our 
prayers  in  so  many  ways,  and  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Hope  and  Light,  showed  us 
the  way. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Joan 
Samuelsen,  is  a  member  of  Chapelwood 
UMC  in  Houston.  Texas  (Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 


Alger  virtues  of  “luck  and  pluck.” 

Mr.  Spencer  ignores  the  reality  of  our 
society.  In  a  world  dominated  by  Big 
Business  and  Big  Government,  the 
economic  fate  of  the  individual  is  not 
determined  by  morality.  Closing  of  a 
steel  mill,  for  instance,  has  little  to  do 
with  the  morality  of  the  workers.  To 
blame  them  is  to  ignore  the  real  causes  of 
the  closing,  and  to  effectively  excuse  the 
actual  wrongdoers. 

From  a  Biblical  perspective,  Mr. 
Spencer  is  clearly  incorrect.  Material 
well-being  has  nothing  to  do  with 
morality.  As  for  never  finding  a  "truly 
dedicated  Christian  in  a  soup  line,”  I 
suggest  that  Mr.  Spencer  read  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  or  the  Book  of  Job. 

Secondly,  implicit  in  Mr.  Spencer’s 
letter  is  the  notion  that  somehow 
American  capitalism  is  consistent  with 
the  teachings  of  Christianity.  This 
viewpoint  has  long  been  accepted  by  the 
bulk  of  American  Christians,  but  the 
bitter  harvest  of  Reaganomics  is  leading 
many  of  us  to  reconsider  that  notion. 

A  look  at  the  Bible  shows  that 
American  capitalism  is  not  only  not  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  fundamentals  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  but  is  actually  contradictory  with 
our  faith. 

Jesus,  along  with  the  prophets  and  the 
apostles,  taught  that  one  cannot  love  both 
God  and  money.  Jesus  said  “Do  not  lay 
up  for  yourself  treasure  on  earth  .  .  .  For 
where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  be  also.”  (Matt.  6:19)  The  treasure 
of  the  Christian  must  always  be  in 
heaven,  thus  we  can  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  profit  motive  that  is  sacred  to 
capitalism. 

The  Christian’s  actions  toward  other 
persons  must  be  guided  by  the  spirit  of 
love.  There  is  no  room  in  the  profit 
motive  for  such  love.  In  our  personal 
lives  we  cannot  embrace  the  primacy  of 
material  profit,  and  neither  can-  we 
embrace  a  social  order  that  puts  profit 
before  the  people  Jesus  commanded  us  to 
love.  Steven  L.  Robinson 

Pomona,  California 

Evangelism  already  a  part 
of  seminary’s  curriculum 

To  the  Editor: 

The  situation  regarding  evangelism  in 
this  UM  seminary  (Claremont)  is  much 
better  than  David  Brown  (UMR  letters, 
Dec.  17)  or  the  story  to  which  he  referred 
in  the  Dec.  3  issue  would  indicate.  The 
concern  for  evangelization  expressed  in 
both  has  been  a  concern  of  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont  across  the  years 
—  and  has  been  expressed  in  a  variety  of 
ways. 

Since  January,  1981  Claremont  has  had 
a  full-time  Professor  of  Evangelization 
(along  with  Hispanic  Studies)  in  the 
person  of  Dr.  Mortimer  Arias  (former 
Bishop  of  Bolivia).  Prior  to  this, 
evangelism  has  been  a  concern 
expressed  within  the  courses  in  the  areas 
of  Parish  Ministry  and  Church 
Administration  taught  by  various 
professors  on  our  staff,  most  of  whom 
have  had  years  of  experience  in  parishes 
before  coming  to  teach  at  Claremont. 

Thus  Claremont  doesn’t  need  to 
"hear"  the  call  for  a  stress  on 
evangelism  because  it  is  already  in  its 
curriculum  —  and  has  been  for  some 
time.  George  C.  Whipple 

Cldremont,  California 
Reader  invites  interest 
in  healing  ministry 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  comes  as  an  invitation  to  all 
United  Methodists  who  are  participating 
or  interested  in  the  healing  ministry  of 
the  church  to  form  an  informal 
fellowship  of  interested  persons 
throughout  United  Methodism. 

The  purpose  of  the  fellowship  will  be  to 
exchange  ideas,  experiences,  and  to  help 
in  extending  mutual  support  to  those 
engaged  in  or  contemplating  such  a 
ministry  of  wholeness. 

When  Abingdon  Press  published  my 
book,  “Rediscovering  the  Gift  of 


Healing”  in  1977,  it  represented  the  first 
such  venture  in  this  subject  since  the 
publication  of  Leslie  Weatherhead’s 
"Psychology,  Religion  and  Healing” 
some  30  years  prior.  Since  1977,  I  have 
been  encouraged  to  see  Abingdon  print 
several  other  books  on  the  subject,  as 
well  as  the  Upper  Room.  I  continue  to 
receive  letters  from  United  Methodists 
across  the  country,  seeking  help  in 
beginning  this  kind  of  ministry. 

Those  readers  interested  are  asked  to 
write  me  at  the  New  Dimensions  Center 
of  First  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas  75201.  It 
would  be  helpful  if  you  would  indicate 
what,  if  anything,  you  have  experienced 
in  this  field  to  date. 

I  hope  that  together  we  may  be 
instrumental  in  extending  this  vital 
ministry  throughout  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Lawrence  W.  Althouse 
Dallas,  Texas 

Reflection  on  church’s 
presence  affirmed 

To  the  Editor  : 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  is  to  be 
complimented  for  article  headlined 
“What  image  does  the  church  convey  to 
us,  to  others?  ”  in  the  Dec.  24  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  Many  of  the  reflections  on  his 
personal  experience  have  also  been  my 
experience  and  joy  in  the  church. 

I  am  glad  you  printed  this  article.  It 
may  bring  to  focus  for  many  of  our 
ministers  and  laypersons  the  pleasant 
reminder  of  how  our  church  is  always 
there  to  undergird  and  to  help  us  in  times 
of  need.  K.  G.  Rorie 

Rayville,  Louisiana 

Capital  punishment  article 
called  thought-provoking 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article  by  M. 
Garlinda  Burton  headlined  “Capital 
punishment:  Death  by  injection  makes 
complex  moral  issues  more  so”  in  the 
Dec.  24  issue. 

I  found  Ms.  Burton’s  article  well-writ¬ 
ten  and  thought-provoking.  It  confirmed 
my  conviction  that  capital  punishment  is 
beyond  the  moral  right  of  man.  However, 
in  reading,  I  suddenly  found  the  furor 
over  the  morality  of  a  doctor  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  rare  execution  rather  perplexing 
in  the  light  of  the  thousands  of  abortions 
performed  daily  by  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion. 

Are  we  straining  gnats  and  swallowing 
camels?  Sheryl  L.  Lear 

White  Cloud,  Kansas 


very  seriously  and  thoughtfully.  The 
Bible  is  our  primary  source  of  informa¬ 
tion  as  a  guide  in  faith.  As  United  Method¬ 
ists,  when  people  unite  with  our  church 
they  declare  that  they  "receive  and  pro¬ 
fess  the  Christian  faith  as  contained  in 
the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment.”  The  Bible  is  basic  for  information, 
understanding,  and  interpreting  the 
Christian  faith. 

Sometimes  we  will  hear  one  say,  "At 
our  church  we  believe  and  preach  the 
Bible."  This  seems  to  imply  there  are 
churches  that  don’t.  This  is  not  the  case. 
All  churches  believe  and  go  by  the  Bible 
as  they  interpret  it.  It’s  just  that  some 
interpret  it  differently  from  others.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  some  claim  their  way  of 
interpreting  the  Bible  is  the  only 
correct  way. 

Because  we  interpret  the  Bible  a  little 
differently  from  others  does  not  mean  we 
should  question  their  faith,  nor  should 
they  question  ours.  Furthermore,  none  of 
us  need  be  defensive  or  uptight  about  our 
way  of  interpreting  and  living  out  the 
implications  of  the  faith. 

When  we  study  the  Bible  in  any  depth, 
our  approach  must  involve  considering 
who  was  the  author,  what  were  the 
historical  events  at  the  time,  what 
literary  form  was  used  (parable,  poetry, 
history,  biography,  autobiography,  etc.), 
and  what  key  ideas  or  message  the 
author  seemed  to  be  expressing  in  the 
passage.  Along  with  all  this,  we  need  to 
know  how  the  particular  passage  relates 
to  thoughts  and  ideas  found  elsewhere  in 
the  Bible.  This  helps  us  avoid  taking 
something  out  of  context.  For  example,  if 
we  literally  follow  the  Old  Testament 
admonition  of  an  “eye  for  an  eye,  and  a 
tooth  for  a  tooth”  without  studying  Jesus’ 
comment  on  the  matter  (see  Matthew 
5:38-42)  we  miss  a  larger  truth.  One 
could  not  follow  literally  both  counsels. 
We  want  to  let  the  Bible  lead  us 
progressively  to  higher  truth  and  a 
loftier  manner  of  living. 

When  we  approach  the  Bible  this  way, 
we  are  freed  from  a  biblical  legalism 
which  negates  the  spirit  of  God’s  grace. 
And  grace  is  at  the  heart  of  our  biblical 
Christian  faith.  This  way  acknowledges 
some  variety  of  ways  of  looking  at  things 
just  as  Jesus  did  when  some  of  those 
around  Him  insisted  that  their  way  was 
the  only  way.  He  reminded  them  there 
are  different  ways  by  stating  He  had 
sheep  of  other  folds  of  which  they  were 
not  aware. 

We  need  to  be  careful  not  to  use  the 
Bible  merely  to  confirm  our  own 
prejudice  (and  I  am  afraid  we  are  all 
guilty  at  times).  Rather  we  need  to  let 
God’s  word  speak  to  us  with  challenge, 
warmth,  truth  and  light.  In  your  study, 
use  some  good  commentaries 
(Interpreter’s  Bible,  The  LayriVaft’s 
Bible  Commentary,  etc.)  that  will  help 
you  with  the  historical,  cultural,  and 
literary  aspects.  Use  a  Bible  dictionary 
(Harper’s,  Smith,  Westminster,  etc.)  to 
give  definitions,  information  about 
names,  places,  and  books  of  the  Bible, 
and  events.  Refer  to  a  good  concordance 
(Cruden’s,  Strong’s  or  one  of  the  newer 
ones  that  use  the  Revised  Standard 
Version)  so  that  you  can  easily  find 
anything  you  want  in  the  Bible  and  cross- 
reference  quickly.  The  new  Abingdon 
Bible  Handbook  is  a  treasure  of 
summaries  on  many  subjects, 
photographs,  maps,  and  charts. 

I  am  for  lots  of  good  Bible  study.  Study 
with  others  and  be  in  dialogue  with  the 
Scriptures  and  one  another.  In  every 
Bible  study,  in  every  sermon,  I  seek  to 
be  in  dialogue  with  some  passage  of  the 
Bible  and  with  all  who  are  present  I  like 
to  be  in  such  rich  dialogue.  It  is  good  for 
people  to  study  the  Scriptures. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Carl  W.  Franke.  is 
pastor  of  the  Pecatonia,  III.  UMC  (North¬ 
ern  III.  Conference). 


ASSISTANT  ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR  CHILDCARE 

Position  open  ot  Methodist  Home,  Woco, 
Texas.  Mosters  degree  in  Social  Work  or  related 
field  preferred,  with  experience  In  child  core. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  by  January  31. 
1983  to:  Dr.  Jock  Kyle  Daniels.  Methodist  Home. 
1111  Herring,  Waco,  Texos  76708.  (817)  753-0181 . 


Harley  Garrett  is  a  United 
Methodist  layman  in  New  York. 

What  he  knows  is  that  his  in¬ 
vestment  in  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  is  presently 
bringing  him  a  safe  9  percent 
each  year. 

What  Harley  also  knows  is  that 
his  dollars  in  UMDF  are  helping 
create  new  Christian  communities 


all  across  the  nation.  Not  just  in 
New  York,  but  in  Alabama.  In 
Texas.  In  the  West  and  Midwest. 

Wouldn't  you  like  to  join  him? 
Write  today  for  details. 

Nova  A.  Langston 
UMDF,  Room  303-G 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 
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Church  directory  ripoffs  reported  rising 


Escrow  account  said 
essential  to  delivery 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 
•’To  make  a  long  disgusting 
story  very  short,  we  were 
ripped  off  .  .  .  Some  day 
before  I  die  I'll  probably 
consent  to  posing  for  another 
picture  for  a  church  directory 
.  .  .  after  the  photograph  firm 
has  posted  a  performance 
bond  of  about  a  half-million,  or 
put  up  their  homes  and  family 
for  security ”  —  the  Rev.  Ed 
Blythe,  First  UMC,  Irving, 

Tex. 

An  estimated  20,000  congregations 
each  year  put  together  a  directory  that 
contains  the  pictures,  names  and 
addresses  of  most  of  their  members. 

The  majority  don’t  have  the  kind  of 
devastating  experience  of  Mr.  Blythe 
and  the  Irving  congregation. 

Nonetheless,  the  incidences  of 
churches  being  “ripped  off”  by 
unscrupulous  or  inept  managers  of 
church  directory  companies  seem  to  be 
rising,  especially  during  these  difficult 
economic  times,  says  Peter  Cook.  He  is 
an  officer  of  one  of  the  largest  companies 
specializing  in  printing  church  direc¬ 
tories  after  pictures  are  taken  and 
money  is  received  by  the  separate  pho¬ 
tography  firm. 

“Unfortunately,  the  time  has  come 
when  even  the  companies  with  a  credible 
reputation  should  be  made  to  put  up  an 
escrow  account  to  assure  that  a  directory 
finally  will  be  published,”  says  Mr.  Cook, 
the  vice  president  of  Yearbooks  Inc.  of 
Cleveland,  Tenn. 

Mr.  Blythe  recently  wrote  in  his 
church’s  weekly  edition  of  the  Reporter: 

"Eleven  months  ago  we  signed  a 


contract  with  Heritage  Publications. 
Their  references  checked  out.  Their 
work  was  good.  Everything  seemed  in 
order.  Our  lay  leadership  and  committee 
work  was  above  and  beyond  the  call  of 
duty.  All  went  well  ...  but  the  company 
went  under.” 

The  agreement  was  a  standard  one. 
The  church  would  set  up  photographic 
sessions  for  as  many  of  its  members  as 
possible,  either  as  individuals  or  in 
family  groups.  Heritage  would  shoot  the 
pictures,  provide  packets  of  finished 
pictures,  allow  members  to  select  one  to 
be  printed  in  the  directory  and  try  to  sell 
extra  pictures  to  members  who  wanted 
them.  Heritage  would  use  part  of  its 
profits  from  the  sale  of  photos  to  pay  Mr. 
Cook’s  firm  to  publish  the  directories, 
and  the  church  would  receive  the 
directories  at  no  cost  in  return  for  its 
efforts  in  setting  up  the  photo  sessions. 

There  always  have  been  some  firms 
which  pocket  the  profits  after  the  picture 
sales  and  leave  churches  with  no 
directories,  Mr.  Cook  says.  Even  more 
companies  take  a  lot  longer  than 
promised  to  send  money  to  the  printer  to 
have  the  directories  published,  thereby 
allowing  themselves  an  extended  use  of 
the  money,  he  says. 

Generally,  congregations  lose  no 
money  on  such  deals  but  their 
investment  of  time  and  energy  reaps 
negative  dividends  of  bitterness  and 
disappointment,  say  leaders  in  churches 
that  have  been  hit. 


%/ 

“We  decided  to  do  the  directory  last 
year  because  1983  is  our  centennial 
year,’’  says  Laquita  Burdine. 
coordinator  of  the  effort  at  First  UMC, 
Irving.  "We  had  trouble  getting  some 
members  to  be  photographed  because 
they  didn’t  believe  any  directories  ever 
would  be  printed. 

“Ten  years  ago  our  church  had  tried 
the  same  thing,  and  the  company  went 
out  of  business  before  we  got  directories. 
Some  people  paid  their  money  and  didn't 
even  get  pictures.” 

Church  volunteers  put  in  a  concerted 
effort  to  schedule  239  families  for  sittings 
April  18-23  last  year,  five  hours  a  day. 
Then  all  families  were  run  through  a 
proof-viewing  schedule  May  18-20,  five 
hours  a  day.  Choirs,  classes,  etc.  dressed 
and  gathered  for  group  shots  one  day. 

The  committee  worked  “many  long 
hours”  on  layouts  to  submit  to  Heritage 
which  was  to  turn  all  materials  over  to 
Mr.  Cook's  company  in  Tennessee  for 
printing. 

"We  worked  days  to  type  up  the 
membership  roster  on  forms  provided  by 
Heritage  so  as  to  save  the  typesetting 
cost,”  Ms.  Burdine  says. 

But  on  Aug.  30  —  the  day  Heritage  had 
promised  the  directories  would  be 
delivered  to  First  UMC  members  —  the 
printing  company  sent  the  rosters  back 
with  the  note  that  they  had  been  typed  on 
the  wrong  forms,  Ms.  Burdine  says.  The 
church  also  learned  that  Heritage  had 
not  paid  for  the  printing. 


The  minister  told  the  congregation  at 
the  end  of  December:  “For  several 
months  we  chased  the  owner  of  Heritage. 
We  spoke  with  attorneys,  the  printers 
and  former  associates  of  the 
organization."  But  nothing  could  save 
the  directory.  Mr.  Blythe  said. 

Mr.  Cook's  printing  company  had  all 
the  materials  to  print  the  directory  for 
that  church  and  13  others,  but  no  money 
from  Heritage  to  pay  for  them. 

"The  printing  is  too  expensive  for  a 
church  to  pay  itself,”  Mr  Cook  says 
candidly.  “I  advise  a  church  with  this 
experience  just  to  drop  the  directory  and 
try  again  in  a  couple  of  years  with  a  more 
reputable  photographic  firm .’  ’ 

In  many  states,  a  church  has  no 
recourse,  he  says,  because  it  has  not  put 
up  any  money. 

Money  in  escrow  pays  off 

Park  Cities  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas, 
however,  had  the  one  recourse  that 
counts  the  most  —  money  in  hand. 

“Before  we  signed  with  Heritage  a 
year  ago,  we  demanded  that  they  make  a 
$5,000  cash  deposit  to  guarantee  the 
money  would  be  available  to  print  the 
directories,  says  the  Rev.  Clyde  Bissell, 
associate  pastor.  So  Park  Cities  Baptist 
is  getting  its  directories. 

That’s  about  the  only  way  a  church  can 
be  certain  of  delivery,  Mr.  Cook  says, 
hurrying  to  emphasize  that  he  wishes  the 
photographic  companies  the  best 
because  his  printing  firm  depends  in  part 
on  their  business. 

“If  a  retailer  isn’t  credible  enough  to 
write  a  check  that  can  be  cashed  on  the 
first  day  of  sales  of  photos  at  a  church, 
that  church  ought  to  be  wary,”  Mr.  Cook 
says. 

Despite  repeated  efforts,  the  Reporter 


could  not  reach  the  owners  of  Heritage 
Publications.  But  their  lawyer,  Don  Ful¬ 
ton  of  Fort  Worth,  confirmed  the  belief  of 
Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Bissell  that  Heritage 
has  ceased  all  operations. 

Ms.  Burdine  says  she  hopes  the  bad 


Leaders  in  churches  that  have  had  a 
bad  experience  with  church  directories 
and  Peter  Cook,  head  of  a  major 
printing  firm,  offer  the  following 
suggestions  for  congregations  to  avoid 
disappointment  in  their  attempt  to 
publish  directories: 

1.  If  the  photography  company  does 
not  have  its  own  printing  operations, 
get  the  name  of  the  printer  that  will  do 
the  job  and  keep  in  contact  with  a 
manager  there. 

2.  Find  out  the  cost  of  printing  your 
directories  and  then  demand  from  the 
photography  company  that  this  amount 
be  set  aside.  The  money  should  be  in  a 
secure  escrow  account  before  the 
photographer  finishes  showing  proofs 
or  pictures  to  members. 

3.  Check  with  printing  companies  on 
the  reputation  of  the  photography 
company. 

4.  Get  copies  of  model  contracts 
provided  by  printing  firms.  Compare 
them  to  the  one  offered  by  the 
photography  company. 

5.  Get  the  printer’s  rules  and 
instructions  for  submitting  layouts  and 
other  material  to  be  certain  they  match 
instructions  given  by  the  photographer 


experiences  of  some  congregations  can 
help  others  get  better  results.  “The 
directories  are  wonderful  tools  for 
helping  members  of  the  church  I  didn’t 
regret  at  all  the  work  the  directories  took 
as  long  as  I  thought  we  would  get  them  ” 


6.  Have  an  astute  businessperson  or 
lawyer  in  the  congregation  go  over  the 
contract  before  it  is  signed  Be  certain 
all  promises  made  by  salespersons  are 
in  writing. 

7.  Specify  in  the  contract  the 
maximum  time  allowed  before  delivery 
of  directories  and  spell  out  some  sort  of 
penalty  —  such  as  a  $lo-per-day 
payment  to  the  church  for  delayed 
delivery  —  to  help  ensure  the  deadline 
will  be  met  by  the  printing  company. 

8.  Members  may  find  it  preferable 
to  be  shown  completed  photographs 
rather  than  proofs  That  way  they  know 
exactly  what  they  will  get  and  that  they 
will  get  it  when  they  pay  their  money.  If 
proofs  are  shown,  the  contract  should 
specify  that  persons  may  return  photos 
that  don’t  match  the  quality  implied  in 
the  proofs. 

9.  The  photography  company  should 
understand  that  other  members  of  the 
church  will  be  present  in  the  room  while 
purchases  are  being  considered  by 
members,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
single,  older  adults  who  may  be 
vulnerable  to  high-pressure  tactics. 

10.  The  printer  should  guarantee  to 
replace  pages  in  the  directory  that  are 
blurred  or  not  of  a  pleasing  color  quality. 


1 0  precautions 

Experts  warn :  be  wary 


Evangelism  leaders  underscore  primacy  of  worship 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Worship  services  in 
United  Methodist  local  churches  must 
have  more  congregational  singing,  less 
responsive  reading  and  offer  more 
variety  in  schedule  and  “tone”  to  get 
people  excited  about  Christian 
discipleship  in  the  1980s. 

That  was  the  repeated  opinion  of 
leaders  at  the  United  Methodist  Council 
on  Evangelism  here  last  week.  More 
than  250  persons  from  across  the  church 
—  mainly  from  conference  and  district 
councils  on  evangelism  —  met  in  spirited 
sessions  of  hymn-singing,  Bible  study 
and  practical  workshops  in  an  effort  to 
spur  a  church-wide  rebirth  of  "winning 
anddiscipling  "  in  the  1980s. 

The  daily  sessions,  workshops,  and 
nightly  worship  services  combined  many 
kinds  of  music  and  sermons  by  several 


evangelists,  Sessions  stressed  many 
evangelism  techniques,  but  local  church 
representatives  were  repeatedly  urged 
to  utilize  their  worship  services  to  reach 
unchurched  persons. 

The  Council  on  Evangelism  meets  in 
alternate  years  from  the  larger  Congress 
on  Evangelism.  The  larger  group  will 
meet  in  January  1984  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Among  his  four  tips  here  for  winning 
disciples,  the  council’s  outgoing 
president,  the  Rev.  Charles  Whittle  of 
First  UMC,  Abilene,  Tex.,  emphasized 
the  worship  experience. 

Let  people  cut  loose 

He  said  the  worship  experience  should 
be  the  place  for  people  to  "cut  loose.” 
“Lay  people  are  tired  of  reading;  they 
want  to  sing.”  he  said.  “Today  people 
don’t  say  ‘amen’  and  they  don’t  shout 
because  we’ve  been  saying  ‘the  Lord  is  in 


his  holy  temple,  let  all  the  earth  keep 
silent,’  ” 

The  crowd  in  the  hotel  ballroom 
laughed,  and  Mr.  Whittle  flailed  his  arms 
and  continued.  “People  want  to  rejoice. 
If  they  want  to  shout,  let  them  shout. 
Some  people  are  clappers  —  let  'em 
clap." 

Nightly  services  at  Travis  Park  UMC 
exemplified  what  he  meant.  More  than 
450  persons  were  present  the  second 
night  of  the  meeting,  singing,  amen-ing, 
and  paying  attention.  They  clapped  for 
the  singers  and  cheered  for  a  petite 
harmonica-playing  woman,  a  self- 
proclaimed  music  evangelist  from  Hazel 
Green,  Ala. 

The  next  day  the  Rev.  John  Ed 
Mathison  of  Montgomery,  Ala., 
admonished  workshop  participants  to 
take  seriously  the  task  of  preparing, 
planning  and  being  involved  in  worship 


services.  Dr.  Mathison,  pastor  of  Frazer 
Memorial  UMC,  “one  of  the  fastest 
growing  United  Methodist  Churches 
around,"  said  that  a  worship  service  is 
generally  a  visitor’s  first  view  of  the 
church,  and  the  first  impression  “could 
be  the  one  that  gets  them  in.” 

“Everything  that  a  church  does  — 
every  service  a  church  can  provide  —  is 
being  done  by  other  institutions  in  your 
community,”  he  told  the  conferees. 
"Social  work,  education,  leadership 
training  —  other  institutions  are  doing 
those  kinds  of  things.  But  the  church  is 
the  only  place  that  calls  people  together 
for  celebration,  confession  and  praise. 
You  have  to  capitalize  on  that.” 

Attract  the  ‘church  shopper  * 

He  shared  several  suggestions  on  how 
to  attract  the  1980s  “church  shopper”  — 
his  word  for  persons  following  the 


growing  trend  of  choosing  a  church,  not 
by  denomination  but  by  looking  for  a 
church  that  meets  a  social,  personal  and/ 
or  spiritual  need.  "If  you  are  not 
receiving  as  many  people  from  other 
denominations  as  you  are  through 
transfers  from  other  United  Methodist 
churches,  your  church  is  probably 
dying,”  he  said. 

One  aspect  of  growth  and  enthusiasm 
in  local  churches  is  getting  more  lay 
people  in  the  worship  services.  “At 
Frazer  we  use  three  different  sets  of 
ushers  for  our  three  services  each 
Sunday  (18  persons)  and  another  10 
parking  ushers  The  parking  ushers,  a 
unique  addition  to  the  worship,  greet 
persons  in  Frazer's  parking  lot, 
providing  emergency  umbrella  escorts 
on  rainy  days  and  helping  parents  with 
small  children  and  persons  with 
disabling  conditions. 


“If  people  get  that  kind  of  welcome  in 
the  parking  lot  they  are  going  to  feel 
pretty  good  by  the  time  they  get  inside 
the  church.  Folks  remember  the  little 
things,”  Mr.  Mathison  said. 

His  other  suggestions  for  better 
worship  sendees  included: 

•  Do  more  congregational  singing  and 
less  "high  church  music”  (“This  may 
vary  from  church  to  church,  but  my 
congregation  does  not  speak  Latin.  The 
church  is  not  the  place  to  try  and  impress 
people.”) 

•  Have  lay  people  lead  the  responsive 
reading. 

•  Offer  a  church  school  class  and  other 
activities  for  singles  and  youth.  Bring 
people  of  like  interests  together. 

•  If  your  sanctuary  is  more  than  85 
percent  full  at  one  Sunday  service,  start 
another  worship  service  at  a  different 
time. 


Television ,  radio ,  newspapers 

Bishops  use  public  media  to  deal 


with  social  issues 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodists  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  Indiana  and  Minnesota 
may  see  and  hear  their  bishops  about  as 
much  on  local  TV  and  radio  and  in  public 
newspapers  as  within  the  church. 

That’s  not  by  accident. 

The  three  bishops  have  worked  for 
such  media  visibility.  They  say  they 
believe  United  Methodism  has  something 
important  to  say  about  social  issues  of 
local  concern  and  that  it  ought  to  be  said 
in  the  public  media  as  well  as  in  church 
media  such  as  editions  of  the  Reporter. 

Such  active  representation  of  the 
denomination  in  the  public  arena  is  not 
unique  to  the  three,  but  it  is  rare  among 
the  church’s  45  active  bishops,  says  Bill 
Richards,  director  of  public  relations  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  public 
visibility  is  extremely  important  to 
society  and  the  church,  he  says. 

Bishop  hosts  monthly  TV  show 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  hosts  an 
interview  program  which  is  broadcast  by 
a  commercial  TV  station  in  Phil¬ 


adelphia.  One  Sunday  a  month  from 
8  to  8:30  a.m.,  he  probes  the  moral 
dimensions  of  current  issues  with  guests. 

During  the  teachers’  strike  in 
Philadelphia,  for  instance,  Bishop  Skeete 
brought  in  some  school  board  members 
—  who  had  been  inaccessible  for 
questioning  by  some  other  persons  —  to 
deal  with  moral  questions  involved 
in  the  controversy. 

In  Minnesota,  Bishop  Emerson  S. 
Colaw  records  a  four-minute  editorial 
each  week  about  some  item  in  the  news. 
He  frequently  quotes  from  resolutions 
passed  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  and  from  the  denomination’s 
Social  Principles  as  he  gives  his  opinion. 

A  year  ago  he  sent  a  letter  to  all  124 
radio  stations  in  Minnesota  offering  the 
editorials.  Eighteen,  in  every  section  of 
the  state,  responded  by  asking  him  to 
send  the  tapes  for  them  to  play  during 
public  service  time. 

The  effect  has  been  to  greatly  boost  the 
social  witness  of  United  Methodism  in  a 
state  where  more  than  80  percent  of 
church-goers  are  Roman  Catholics  and 


Lutherans.  Only  five  percent  are  United 
Methodists. 

He  offers  other  religious  views 

“I  like  to  let  the  public  know  that  there 
are  some  other  religious  views,”  Bishop 
Colaw  says.  (Almost  half  the  population 
is  not  connected  to  a  church.)  Those 
"other  views”  sometimes  can  be  quite 
different  from  the  majority  religious 
comment  on  subjects  such  as  abortion. 

Bishop  Colaw  also  uses  the  tapes  to  try 
to  calm  storms  such  as  the  one  that 
developed  over  the  Minnesota  Council  of 
Churches’  recent  statement  on 
homosexuality.  He  affirmed  that 
council’s  support  for  homosexuals'  legal 
rights.  But  he  pointed  out  that  while  the 
council’s  statement  said  the  verdict  is 
still  out  on  whether  homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  Christian  teachings, 
the  verdict  is  in  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  then  read  the  Social 
Principles  statement  flatly  declaring  the 
practice  incompatible. 

His  tapes  have  dealt  with  the  need  to 
recognize  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization,  the  case  for  tuition  tax 
credits  (which  brought  his  largest 
negative  response),  blacks  in  sports  (on 
the  death  of  Satchel  Paige),  sexist 
language  and  the  notification  of  parents 
of  youngsters  who  are  receiving  birth 
control  pills. 

Other  Minnesota  UM  leaders  say  the 
discussion  of  such  controversial  topics 
meets  with  general  acceptance  rather 
than  hostility  perhaps  because  Bishop 
Colaw  so  clearly  labels  which  opinions 
are  the  church's  and  which  are  his.  Each 
editorial  ends  with  the  statement,  “This 
is  my  opinion.  What  is  yours?  " 

On  several  occasions  he  has  been 
asked  to  tape  editorials  for  TV. 

Visibility  aids  members 

Mr.  Richards,  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Communication's 
Nashville  office,  says  a  bishop's  public 
visibility  greatly  aids  church  members : 

“In  this  age  centered  around  the  mass 
media,  when  United  Methodists  don’t  see 
a  representation  of  themselves  in  the 
media,  it’s  as  if  they  as  United  Method¬ 
ists  don’t  exist." 

The  bishops  have  some  of  the  best 
opportunities  to  personify  United 
Methodism  for  the  public,  he  says,  and 
exposure  in  the  public  arena  gives  the 
bishops'  leadership  an  "added  impact 
and  presence"  within  the  church. 

Bishop  Skeete  observes  that  the 
tendency  of  news  reporters  looking  for 


comments  from  religious  figures  is  to 
call  the  area's  Roman  Catholic  bishop 
and  a  few  highly  visible  pastors  of 
fundamentalist  churches.  The  thinking 
within  mainline  Protestantism  often 
doesn’t  get  aired,  he  says. 

A  lot  of  leaders  in  mainline  Protestant 
churches  prefer  to  exert  a  moral 
influence  on  society  by  working  behind 
the  scenes,  Bishop  Skeete  observes. 

That  was  a  common  attitude  within  the 
council  of  churches  in  Philadelphia  when 
the  bishop  arrived  in  1980,  he  says.  He 
opposed  that  approach  and  got  one  of  the 
slots  on  the  council  of  churches’  weekly 
Sunday  dialogue  TV  program. 

“We’ll  never  have  any  real  impact 
unless  we  get  more  public  visibility. 
People  out  there  want  to  identify  with 
persons.  It  would  have  taken  me  five 
years  here  in  Philadelphia  to  get  the 
same  exposure  to  the  public  as  the  TV 
show  has  given.  When  I  wanted  to  talk  to  the 
city  administrator  about  a  problem,  I  think 
the  TV  program  helped  me  get  to  him.” 

Media  are  cultivated 

In  Indiana,  Bishop  James  Armstrong 
and  other  UM  leaders  have  so  cultivated 
the  news  media  that  he  gets  approached 
by  the  local  media  just  about  any  time  he 
dedicates  a  new  education  wing,  says 
James  Steele,  the  communication 
director  for  Indiana  United  Methodists. 

“We  send  press  releases  widely,” 
keeping  the  news  media  apprised  of  the 
bishop’s  actions  and  statements  that 
they  may  find  newsworthy,  Mr.  Steele 
says.  “I  personally  visit  the  wire 
services.  And  the  bishop  is  very 
accessible,  although  he  has  just  about 
embargoed  call-in  radio  talk  shows  because 
they  attract  so  many  right-wing  kooks." 

Bishop  Armstrong  gets  a  lot  of 
coverage  locally  as  well  as  nationally 
because  he  also  is  the  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  But  his 
adroitness  with  the  news  media  just 
naturally  attracts  attention,  says  the 
Rev.  Robert  Robertson,  head  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communication  Council  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

“Armstrong  is  the  kind  of  bishop  that 
comes  along  only  once  a  generation  —  a 
person  with  the  natural  gift  of  credibility. 
He  doesn’t  have  to  seek  the  media,  he 
attracts  it,"  Mr.  Robertson  says.  “But 
other  bishops  have  to  cultivate  it,  and 
most  don’t  even  try.” 

Linda  Lloyd,  religion  reporter  for  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer,  says  most 
religious  leaders  seem  to  have  the 
attitude  that  the  press  is  the  enemy. 

Kay  Miller,  religion  reporter  for  the 


Minneapolis  Tribune,  says  Bishop  Colaw 
seemed  to  provide  a  model  for  media 
cultivation  with  the  way  in  which  he 
approached  her  soon  after  she  was  given 
her  assignment  last  spring. 

“He  arranged  to  have  lunch.  When  we 
met,  he  made  it  clear  that  he  had  an 
agenda.  He  wanted  to  find  out  what  kind 
of  human  being  I  was.  explain  the  polity 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  give 
me  a  sense  of  his  own  background. 

“When  you  have  religious  leaders  who 
put  themselves  in  the  public  eye,  they 
become  more  aware  of  the  modern 
world  the  church  will  have  to  minister  to. 


And  they  become  more  usable  news 
sources,"  the  reporter  says. 

That  kind  of  contact  and  the  coverage 
of  the  church’s  main  activities 
engendered  by  it  protect  the  church 
from  severe  damage  when  a  negative 
story  breaks  about  it,  Mr  Richards  says. 

“One  reason  our  denomination  as  a 
whole  is  so  vulnerable  to  things  like  the 
Reader’s  Digest  attacks  (see  related 
editorial  on  page  2)  is  that  we  haven’t 
had  a  lot  of  active  good  news  out  there 
that  calls  attention  to  all  the  great  but 
non-con troversial  stuff  we  re  doing,”  he 
says.  -  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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TOUGH  LOVE 

How  Parents  Can  Deal  with  Drug 
Abuse 

Pauline  Neff 

Tough  love  is  hope,  help — a  tested 
cure  for  drug  abusers  and  positive 
support  for  their  families.  Based  on 
actual  stories  from  Palmer  Drug 
Abuse  Program’s  twelve-step  plan. 
$8.95 

ALIVE  IN  CHRIST 

The  Dynamic  Process  of 
Spiritual  Formation 

Maxie  Dunnam 

Writing  from  a  joyful  personal  expe¬ 
rience.  Dr.  Dunnam  tells  how  to 
mature  in  the  power  of  the  indwelling 
Christ  and  develop  an  authentic 
Christian  life-style  for  today.  57.95 
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King  and  Gandhi: 


Birthday  of  slain  civil  rights  leader  stirs  recall 
of  roots  in  teachings  of ‘little  brown  saint  ’ 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  birthday  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Jan.  15  coincides 
this  year  with  the  release  across  the 
nation  of  a  major  commercial  film  based 
on  the  life  of  Mohandas  Gandhi.  In  the 
following  analysis.  Associate  Editor 
Stephen  L.  Swecker  looks  at  the  influence 
of  the  great  Indian  leader  on  Dr.  King. 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

In  “Stride  Toward  Freedom,”  his  first¬ 
hand  account  of  the  Montgomery  bus 
boycott  which  precipitated  this  country's 
civil  rights  movement.  Martin  Luther 
King.  Jr.  wrote  of  Mohandas  Gandhi: 

“Gandhi  was  probably  the  first  person 
in  history  to  lift  the  love  ethic  of  Jesus 
above  mere  interaction  between 
individuals  to  a  powerful  and  effective 
social  force  on  a  large  scale.  Love,  for 
Gandhi,  was  a  potent  instrument  for 
social  and  collective  transformation.  It 
was  in  this  Gandhian  emphasis  on  love 
and  nonviolence  that  I  discovered  the 
method  for  social  reform  that  I  had  been 
seeking  for  so  many  months.  ’" 


In  these  words  the  influence  of  Gandhi 
on  Dr.  King  is  unmistakable  While  the 
two  great  leaders  of  their  people  in  the 
struggle  for  human  rights  never  met. 
Dr.  King’s  references  to  "the  little 
brown  saint  of  India"  —  probably 
derived  from  his  reading  a  popular 
biography  by  F.  B.  Fisher,  “That 
Strange  Little  Brown  Man,  Gandhi”  — 
betrayed  an  admiration  both  for  the  man 
and  an  appreciation  of  Gandhi’s 
contribution  to  Dr.  King’s  own  life  and 
thought. 

Faith  was  primary  influence 

But  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  over¬ 
emphasize  Gandhi's  influence  on  Dr 
King  to  the  exclusion  of  others.  Dr.  L. 
Harold  DeWolf,  Dr.  King’s  major  advisor 
and  mentor  at  UM-related  Boston 
University  where  the  civil  rights  leader 
earned  a  Ph.D.,  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  primary  influence  on  Dr.  King’s 
thought  was  clearly  his  Christian  faith, 
primarily  as  he  grew  to  understand  it 


through  the  “personalist”  tradition  at 
Boston  University.  Following  in 
influence  were  his  father,  Martin  Luther 
King.  Sr.  -  known  as  “Daddy"  King  — 
and  his  wife,  Coretta  Scott  King. 

According  to  Dr.  DeWolf,  Gandhi's 
major  contribution  to  Dr.  King  was  to 
“give  him  a  method  for  applying  his 
Christian  convictions”  to  the  movement 
to  attain  racial  justice. 

Or,  as  the  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson, 
presently  pastor  of  Holman  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Los  Angeles  and  a  former 
colleague  whom  Dr.  King  called  "the 
leading  theorist  and  strategist  of  non¬ 
violence  in  the  world,”  told  the  Reporter, 
“Martin  used  to  say  that  Christ  provided 
the  spirit  and  Gandhi  provided  the 
methodology.” 

Two  meaning-laden  words  used  by 
Gandhi  were  picked  by  Dr.  King  as  he 
developed  his  own  principles  of  non¬ 
violent  resistance  for  leading  the 
civil  rights  struggle  during  the  1960s. 
Satyagraha,  or  Truth-Force,  was 
Gandhi’s  alternative  to  violence  as  a 
means  of  social  change.  He  believed  that 
by  “holding  fast  to  truth,”  workers  for 
justice  aligned  themselves  with  the 
power  of  the  moral  law  of  the  universe. 

Ahimsa  is  the  Sanskrit  word  which 
Gandhi  believed  closest  approximated 
the  Christian  understanding  of  self¬ 
giving  love,  or  agape.  While  its  root 
meaning  —  “non-injury”  —  has  a 
negative  ring,  Gandhi  described  it  as  a 
"positive  state  of  doing  good  even  to  the 
evil-doer.” 

King  advocated  ‘love-force’ 

Influenced  by  these  two  concepts.  Dr. 
King  sometimes  referred  to  the  method 
of  non-violent  resistance  as  the  practice 
of  “Love-Force,”  according  to  two  of  his 
biographers,  Kenneth  L.  Smith  and  Ira 
G.  Zepp. 


Out  of  this  Gandhian  influence,  then, 
emerged  Dr.  King's  six  principles  for 
non-violent  resistance: 

•  It  does  resist  evil  —  it  is  not  a 
method  for  cowards. 

•  It  seeks  to  win  the  opponent’s 
friendship,  not  his  humiliation. 

•  Its  attack  is  on  the  forces  of  evil,  not 
the  persons  who  happen  to  be  doing  the 
evil. 

•  It  accepts  innocent  suffering  without 
retaliation. 

•  It  believes  the  universe  is  on  the  side 
of  justice. 

•  It  avoids  both  outer  physical  violence 
and  internal  violence  of  the  spirit. 

Martin  Luther  King.  Jr.  never 
deviated  from  these  non-violent 
principles  in  his  battle  against  racism  in 
this  country,  nor  did  Gandhi  in  India. 
Both  believed  that  suffering  would  result 
from  the  application  of  those  principles 
to  the  struggle  for  justice,  but  that  such 
suffering  was  the  only  dynamic  which 
could  ultimately  save  the  civilized  world. 

Violence  leads  to  destruction 

Commenting  on  both  the  recently- 
released  film  about  Gandhi  and  the 
relevance  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  to 
the  present  world,  Mr.  Lawson 
summarized  their  importance: 

“With  Western  civilization  leading  the 
world  on  a  path  of  destruction  and 
holocaust,  and  with  weapons  of  war 
aimed  at  all  the  major  urban  centers  of 
Europe  and  the  United  States,  the 
Gandhi  film  impresses  upon  us  that 
violence  surely  is  the  way  of  destruction. 

“But  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  can  only 
be  understood  by  Christians  as  the 
Moses,  the  Isaiah  and  the  Jesus  of  the 
United  States  in  this  century.  He 
expressed  the  Word  of  God  in  a  way  that 
tells  us  what  we  must  say  and  do  if  we 
are  not  to  bring  chaos  upon  the  world.” 


The  teachings  of  late  Indian  leader  Mohandas  Gandhi  were  a  major  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  life  and  work  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTOS 


Reviewer  gives  Gandhi  film  high  marks 


The  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  exerted  an  enormous  influence  on  civil 
rights  issues  through  the  use  of  nonviolent  tactics.  Reaction  from  police  was 
sometimes  strong  and  harsh. 


By  KEITH  I.  POHL 

Mohandas  K.  Gandhi:  some  have 
called  him  the  most  Christ-like  man  of 
our  century.  Albert  Einstein  said  of  him : 
“Generations  to  come  will  scarce  believe 
that  such  a  one  as  this  ever  in  flesh  and 
blood  walked  upon  this  earth.”  Now  in 
three  and  a  half  hours  Columbia  Pictures 
packs  into  a  film  a  lifetime  of  one  of  the 
20th  century’s  great  human  beings. 

Most  Americans  don't  realize  that 
Gandhi’s  work  began  in  South  Africa  and 
that  it  wasn’t  until  he  was  45-years-old 
that  he  returned  to  India  to  lead  the  long 
march  to  national  independence.  The 
movie  starts  with  his  assassination  in 
1948,  then  quickly  flashes  back  to  the 
young  lawyer  accepting  his  first  case  on 
behalf  of  Indian  clients  living  in  South 
Africa.  It  was  there  that  he  founded  his 
first  Ashram  (cooperative  community) 


and  where  he  discovered  the  non-violent 
resistance  and  civil  disobedience 
techniques  of  Henry  Thoreau,  Leo 
Tolstoy,  and  the  New  Testament.  To 
combat  the  discrimination  and  injustice 
experienced  by  the  Indians  in  South 
Africa,  Gandhi  used  what  he  called 
“satyagraha,”  truth  force  or  soul  force. 

He  spent  11  years  in  South  Africa  but 
returned  to  his  homeland  in  1914,  only  to 
find  the  same  injustices  heaped  upon  the 
Indians  in  their  own  country  that  he  had 
experienced  in  South  Africa.  At  first  he 
tried  to  work  within  the  system  but  got 
nowhere  except  imprisonment,  which 
became  a  common  experience  during  his 
life  time.  (Altogether  he  spent  2,338  days 
in  prison.)  The  Parliament  was 
adamant,  “India  was  British!  ’’  After  the 
massacre  of  hundreds  at  Amritsar, 
literally  “like  shooting  fish  in  a  barrel.” 


Gandhi  became  more  militantly  civil 
disobedient. 

After  serving  two  years  in  prison  for 
sedition  he  became  president  of  the 
Indian  National  Congress  which  stood  on 
a  platform  of  independence,  women’s 
rights,  basic  education,  Muslim-Hindu 
unity,  public  health  and  abolition  of  the 
caste  system.  He  won  the  hearts  of  the 
masses;  to  them  he  was  “Mahatma”  or 
great  soul,  or  “Bapu,"  father.  He  rallied 
thousands  of  people  into  non-violent 
resistance  against  oppression  like  no 
other  person  in  history.  One  cannot  help 
but  shudder  to  see  the  scenes  of  violence 
crashing  upon  these  peaceful  but 
determined  people. 

Although  the  film  is  supported  by  such 
leading  names  as  Candace  Bergen,  Sir 
John  Gielgud,  Trevor  Howard,  Martin 
Sheen,  and  Ian  Charleson,  one  central 


character  carries  the  movie.  Ben 
Kingsley  plays  Gandhi.  He  is  half  Indian. 

Mr.  Kingsley  is  superb.  This  is  his  first 
film  role,  but  in  London  he  is  widely 
acclaimed  for  his  15  years  of  star 
performances  with  the  Royal 
Shakespeare  Company. 

This  movie  is  not  an  evening  of  escape. 
It  is  really  not  entertainment.  In  fact  if 
you  want  to  feel  all  warm  inside  and  if 
you  want  to  feed  your  illusion  that  all  is 
right  in  the  world,  skip  this  film. 

But  if  you  want  to  learn,  to  be  moved 
by  the  force  of  one  personality  dedicated 
to  love  and  peace  but  yet  equally 
committed  to  justice  and  human  dignity, 
to  be  reassured  that  maybe  the  teachings 
of  Jesus  are  appropriate  to  the  modern 
world  after  all,  then  don’t  miss  it. 

Mr.  Pohl  is  minister  of  University 
UMC  in  East  Lansing,  Mich. 
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The  Hope 

That  Never  Disappoints 

Basing  his  messages  on  the  fifth 
chapter  of  Romans.  Beverly  Madi¬ 
son  Currm  speaks  of  that  unique 
hope  only  Christians  have.  He 
reflects  on  over  thirty  years  in  the 
ministry  and  eloquently  shows  how 
God’s  love  can  be  seen  in  all  people. 
$6.95,  paper 

The  Sanctuary  for  Lent,  1983 

An  annual  favorite.  The  Sanc¬ 
tuary  is  filled  with  inspirational 
messages  centered  around  the  Eas¬ 
ter  season.  Author  Maxie  Dunnam 
speaks  to  all  readers,  challenging 
them  to  look  at  their  longings  and 
desires  in  the  light  of  Christ  and  his 
call  upon  their  lives.  $22  per  100. 
paper 
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the  church 

Theology  professor  replies 
to  Baptist  president’s  charges 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  While  doubting  the 
wisdom  of  replying  to  “groundless 
charges,”  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  professor  Schubert  Ogden  has  re¬ 
plied  to  allegations  made  against  him  by 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  President 
James  T.  Draper  Jr. 

Mr.  Draper  warned  Baptists  that  if 
they  don’t  strengthen  their  evangelism 
program  the  denomination  "will  end  up 
like  SMU  which  has  a  professing  agnostic 
as  head  of  the  religion  department." 

In  reply,  Dr.  Ogden  quoted  author  H.  L. 
Mencken,  who  said,  “Only  to  a  savage  in 
the  bush  or  the  American  gospel  tent 
preacher  supposes  that  religion  is 
primarily  a  matter  of  knowledge. 
Religion  is  99  percent  trust  and  one 
percent  knowing.” 

Ogden  further  cited  a  passage  from  St. 
Thomas  Aquinas:  “We  know  that  God  is, 
but  we  don '  t  know  wha t  God  is .  ” 

Dr.  Ogden  said  he  did  not  know  what 
Draper  had  drawn  from  his  book  to 
develop  the  accusation. 

“We  are  not  called  to  know 
everything,”  he  said.  “We  are  called  to 
live  in  trust  in  God’s  word  to  us  and  in 
loyalty  to  that  word. 

“And  if  that’s  not  good  Reformation 
Christianity,  Mr.  Draper  and  I  have  lived 
in  the  wrong  history.” 

Pages,  marshals  needed 
for  1984  General  Conference 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  If  you’re 
thinking  about  being  either  a  page  or  a 
marshal  at  the  1984  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  here,  it’s  not  too 
early  to  start  saving  your  pennies. 

Marshals  and  pages  serve  at  their  own 
expense  and  are  chosen  from  applicants 
from  throughout  the  church  —  men  and 
women,  lay  and  clergy.  Approximately 
130  persons  will  be  needed. 

Deadline  for  receipt  of  applications  is 
Dec.  15.  1983.  to  Dr.  Gene  P.  Crawford, 
7995  East  21st  Street,  Indianapolis,  IN 
46219. 

Bicentennial  ‘Plan  Book’ 
being  mailed  to  pastors 

DAYTON  ( UMNS )  —  One  copy  of  a  key 
resource  being  produced  for  the 
bicentennial  of  American  Methodism, 
the  Plan  Book,  will  be  made  available 
without  charge  to  every  United  Method¬ 
ist  pastor,  the  executive  committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Bicentennial 
Committee  has  decided. 

Other  Plan  Book  copies  will  be  sold  for 
$2  each  through  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  printer  of  the  book. 
The  Plan  Book  will  be  produced  by  the 
Pan-Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee 


N 

today . . . 

(comprising  five  cooperating  Methodist 
denominations). 

The  Plan  Book  will  be  released  in  the 
fall  of  1983.  It  will  contain  suggestions  for 
observing  the  bicentennial  in  1984.  It  will 
stress  such  times  as  Heritage  Sunday 
and  Christmas. 

Agency  supports  world-wide 
‘open  information  sharing’ 

LAKE  FOREST,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  General  Commission 
on  Communications  has  affirmed  the 
need  for  communication  policies  and 
practices  that  “support  free,  open, 
accurate  and  balanced  information-shar¬ 
ing  within  and  among  all  nations." 

The  action  followed  a  presentation  and 
discussion  at  the  agency’s  annual  meeting 
clustering  around  what  is  being  called 
the  “New  World  Information  and 
Communication  Order.”  The  “order” 
involves  how  information  is  shared 
among  nations  and  cultures. 

Annual  conferences 
schedule  1983  sessions 

EVANSTON,  Dl.  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  sessions  for 
1983  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico 
will  begin  May  13  in  Coalgood,  Ky..  and 
end  June  24  in  Lakeside,  Ohio. 

Between  those  two  dates  about  70,000 
clergy  and  lay  members  will  meet  at  73 
sites  to  conduct  the  business  of  United 
Methodism's  basic  unit,  keeping  alive  a 
tradition  of  almost  250  years.  The  annual 
meetings  of  21  conferences  in  Africa, 
Europe  and  the  Philippines  began  late  in 
1982  with  the  convening  of  the  Zimbabwe 
Conference  Dec.  29. 

A  major  agenda  item  for  all  the 
conferences  this  year  will  be  election  of 
1,000  delega  tes  —  half  clergy  and  half  lay 
—  to  the  church’s  top  law-making 
assembly,  the  General  Conference, 
which  will  be  held  May  1-11,  1984,  in 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Related  to  that  event,  some 
conferences  will  be  working  on  plans  for 
the  celebration  that  year  of  the 
bicentennial  of  organized  Methodism  in 
the  United  States.  Other  business 
common  to  all  the  annual  conferences 
will  be  to  develop  programs  for  their 
particular  regions,  to  approve  budgets  to 
underwrite  their  programs,  and  to  assign 
pastors  to  their  churches  for  1983-84. 

Discipleship  board  names 
communications  director 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Newtonia  V. 
Harris,  editor  of  the  official  newspaper 
for  Black  Methodist  for  Church  Renewal 
since  1978,  has  been  named  director  of 
communications  for  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 


UMCOR  aiding  flood  victims 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  "United 
Methodist  people  are  active  all  over  the 
place”  in  response  to  early-winter  floods 
and  tornadoes  in  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
a  national  church  disaster  official  has 
reported. 

The  Rev.  Paul  T.  Morton  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  said  that  by  Jan.  3,  $25,000  had 
been  sent  into  the  Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference,  and  $10,000  into  Arkansas. 
An  additional  $75,000  has  been  requested 
in  the  latter  conference. 

The  money  comes  from  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offerings. 

In  Louisiana,  the  Rev.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson,  director  of  the  annual 
conference  council  on  ministries,  said 
Jan.  3  the  conference  disaster  committee 
“is  on  top  of  things.”  He  did  not  expect  a 
request  for  money  would  be  made  to 
UMCOR. 

Mr.  Williamson  said  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  city  of  Monroe  had 
been  affected  and  the  water  was 
beginning  to  recede.  The  flooding  from 
the  Ouachita  River  there  received  wide 
news  coverage  when  President  Reagan 
stopped  for  about  an  hour  en  route  here 
from  a  vacation  in  Palm  Springs,  Calif. 

Funds  given  by  UMCOR  are  used  in 


accord  with  decisions  of  local 
committees.  In  one  instance,  1,000 
electric  space  heaters  were  bought  in 
Missouri  and  made  available  to  homes 
and  small  businesses  that  were  without 
heat  because  of  flooding. 

United  Methodist  leaders  have  worked 
closely  with  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  and  with  locally  organized 
church  groups. 

United  Methodist  property  apparently 
suffered  little  direct  loss,  though  a  small 
church  in  Arkansas  was  reported  “blown 
away.”  Some  instances  of  flooded 
basements  were  listed. 

Many  local  churches  had  key  roles  in 
emergency  rescue  and  cleanup  efforts. 

Typically,  the  Eureka,  Mo.,  church 
became  "disaster  central”  as  the  sheriff 
and  government  offices  were  relocated 
there  temporarily.  Fenton,  Mo.,  church, 
located  on  a  hill,  became  a  supply  depot 
and  community  center. 

Property  damage  in  the  region  will 
total  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars, 
public  officials  have  said. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  storms,  a 
disaster  committee  has  been  activated  in 
the  Missouri  East  Conference.  Bishop  W. 
T.  Handy  Jr.  has  issued  an  appeal  to  all 


churches  in  the  state  to  take  a  special 
offering  to  help  with  relief  efforts. 


GLORIETR 

6ki  Bible  Conference 

Anytime  December  1 5,  1 982  through 
April  10.  1980  (except  Dec.  24  6  25) 


or 
own. 


$104.20  per  person 

Dec  26 — Jon  1) 

Includes  4  nighrs'  lodging  of  four 
per  room.  6  meals.  Bible 
conference.  0  full  doys  skiing  or 
Sonro  Fe  Shi  Bosm.  lift  tickers, 
rental,  and 

instructions  if 
desired! 

Also  o  Cross 
ski 

pockoge  available 
Jon — Mar. 
Outstanding  evening 
Bible  study  provided 
or  you  moy  plan  your 
own,  For  reservations 
( $1 0  00  per  person  deposit) 
or  information  on  pockoges 
Glorieto  Baptist  Conference 
Box  8.  Gloriera,  NM  87505 


The  Lent-Easter  Season- 


Your  Time  for  Renewal! 


For  adults  or  for  an  intergenerational  study, 
use  The  Lord  Is  My  Salvation —  new  in  the  Scriptures  for  the 

Church  Seasons  Series. 


Passages  for  the  seven-session  study  are  taken  from  the 
United  Methodist  version  of  the  Ecumenical  Lectionary  and 
will  guide  you  toward  achieving  a  deeper  understanding  of 
salvation  and  a  keener  appreciation  of  what  God  has  done  for 

us  in  Jesus  Christ. 


Order  No.  G03-080331  (5547  )  Each,  $1.95 
10  or  more  copies,  each  $1.50 

ft  Use  current  Forecast  order  form,  or  order  directly 

from  your  Cokesbury  Service  Center. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  to  change.  Transporation  extra. 

Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 

Free  Leader’s  Guide  for  Intergenerational  Use 

Available  on  request  if  you  enclose  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to:  Office  of 
Interpretive  Services,  P.O.Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  Users' only  obligation  is  to  return 
a  questionnaire  after  finishing  the  unit. 

a  |  ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 

■  lac  r"\  I  I  r\  /  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

Iv^i  O  U  vJ  I  y  1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 
/  1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 

P-336-UMR  201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  •  P.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 
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Calling  Local  Church  Officers 
to  ‘My  Job  Training’  Event 

If  you  are  a  local  church  official,  you  will  want  to  attend  the  training  event  in 
your  district  on  Monday,  January  24,  from  7:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  at  the 
designated  churches  listed  below.  You  will  see  a  television  presentation  via  our 
conference  television  network  and  receive  training  in  your  particular  area  of 
leadership  led  by  some  of  your  key  district  leaders.  A  variety  of  resources 
available  to  you  as  a  leader  will  be  on  display. 

Check  the  list  below  for  the  location  of  your  district  event: 

Alexandria  District . First  UMC,  Alexandria 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  ....  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District . Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

Lake  Charles  District . Henning  Memorial  UMC,  Sulphur 

Monroe  District . First  UMC,  Monroe 

New  Orleans/Houma . Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans/Slidell . First  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Ruston  District . Arcadia  UMC,  Arcadia 

Shreveport  District . Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport 

Bring  a  carload  or  a  church  van  to  this  conference  event  in  your  distric^! 
Your  church  will  benefit  from  your  officials  being  trained  and  equipped  for 
their  1983  leadership  position. 


Around  The  Conference 


1982  Record  Year  Noted  for  Louisiana  Conference 

Louisiana  Conference  Payments  to  General  Church 


Apportioned 

Paid 

Percentage 

Paid 

World  Service 

$432,436.00 

$  432,436.00 

100 

Episcopal  Fund 

75,045.00 

75,045.00 

100 

General  Administration 

42,548.00 

42,548.00 

100 

Interdenominational  Fund 

16,613.00 

14,200.00 

85 

Ministerial  Education 

160,789.00 

150,800.00 

94 

Black  College  Fund 

97,368.00 

88,100.00 

90 

Missional  Priorities  Fund 

50,562.00 

50,562.00 

100 

Temporary  General  Aid  Fund 

5,608.00 

5,608.00 

100 

Sub-total  Apportioned 

880,969.00 

859,299.00 

98 

Human  Relations  Day 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

Methodist  Student  Day 

World  Wide  Communion 

Youth  Service  Fund 

Lovely  Lane  Restorations 

Total  to  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration 

General  Advance  Specials  to  General  Board  of 

Global  Ministries* 

Grand  Total  to  General  Church 

8,000.00 

41,500.00 

7,600.00 

20,000.00 

1,700.00 

2,019.70 

940,118.70 

170,559.01 

$1,110,677.71 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Treasurer 
Conference  Director  of  Financial  Affairs 

'  Does  not  include  General  Advance  Specials  sent  directly  to  G.B.G.M.  by  some  local  churches. 


A  total  of  $4,383,480.23  was  sent  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  by  the  local 
churches  for  all  causes  for  1982.  This 
does  not  include  money  sent  to  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  for  the  new 
pension  programs  and  money  sent  direct 
to  benevolent  causes  by  local  churches. 

Over  99%  was  paid  by  the  589  local 
churches  on  all  ministerial  causes 
beyond  the  local  church  and  97.22%  was 
paid  on  the  $3,262,600  1982  Louisiana 
Conference  Report.  This  was  a  record 
year  for  the  churches  of  Louisiana  on  a 
percentage  basis  as  well  as  a  record 
amount  of  money  paid  on  all  causes  by 
Louisiana  Methodism. 

Due  to  the  excellent  response  by  the 
churches  of  the  Conference,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  paid  100%  on 
World  Service,  the  Episcopal  Fund,  the 
General  Administration  Fund,  the  Juris¬ 
diction  Administration  Fund,  the 
Temporary  General  Aid  Fund,  and  the 
Missional  Priorities  Fund.  Over  98%  was 
paid  on  all  apportionments  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Conference 
Director  of  Financial  Affairs,  said,  “The 
Louisiana  Conference  is  thankful  to  God 
for  the  blessings  we  have  received  and 
are  able  to  share  in  the  world-wide 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
And  on  behalf  of  the  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  we  want  to  say  a  big 
“thank  you’’  to  the  churches  of 
Louisiana." 


New  Congregation  Organized 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  District  Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans/ 
Houma  District,  has  announced  the  most  recently  established  congregation 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  congregation,  known  as  the  Korean  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  now  holding  services  in  Korean  at  Rayne  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  New  Orleans,  each  Sunday  at  1:00  p.m.  The  membership 
numbers  40  in  attendance. 

The  greater  New  Orleans  area  is  inhabited  by  about  1,000  Koreans,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  congregation  will  be  of  service  to  them.  The  Rev.  Blakely  states 
that  the  existence  of  the  church  is  due  to  the  hard  work  and  financial  support  of 
its  members  and  financial  support  given  by  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  Reverend  Han  Lee  is  pastor  of  this  new  congregation. 

Oratoria  Presented  at  Lake  Charles 

The  combined  Sanctuary  and  Chancel  Choirs  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  presented  the  Camil  Van  Hulse  Christmas  Oratorio 
on  Sunday,  December  19,  preceded  by  the  annual  Christmas  Brunch 
in  the  fellowship  hall.  The  choirs  performed  the  work  with  the  organ 
and  piano,  and  guest  narrator  Raymond  Bullock,  from  Trinity  Baptist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles.  Abbie  Fletcher  was  pianist,  who  serves  as 
accompanist  for  the  Louisiana  Choral  Foundation.  Vocal  soloists  were:  Elva 
Groves,  Marge  Womack,  Beth  Stalvey,  sopranos;  Betty  Carleton,  mezzo;  Paul 
Groves,  Van  Schmutz,  tenors;  John  Helge,  David  Batchelor,  and  Frederick 
Tooley,  basses;  and  a  terzett,  with  Louise  and  Janet  Mayo,  and  Brenda  Mayo 
Foshee. 

Dr.  Benedict  Galloway  is  senior  minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  music  was  under  the  director  of  Dr.  Michael  Rudd,  organist-choirmaster, 
and  Director  of  Music  Ministry  for  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles. 

New  Iberia  UMW  Honor  Members 

Special  memberships,  honoring  faithful  service  in  the  life  of  the  church,  were 
awarded  to  George  Allen,  Jerry  Wallace,  Jack  Cain,  Mrs.  Carl  de  la  Houssaye, 
Mrs.  Wesley  Stockstill  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Frick  by  the  United  Methodist  Women  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Iberia.  Mrs.  Woodrow  White  was  in 
charge  of  arrangements  for  the  Christmas  Dinner  and  Program.  Participants 
in  the  program  were:  Elaine  Walz,  Vera  Williams,  Jimmie  Lee  Gray,  Sue 
Dauterive.  Mary  Alice  Trotter,  Ernestine  Briley,  Agatha  Snellgrove,  Clem  Fox 
and  Mary  Ingrid  Jones.  The  Reverend  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  is  pastor  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia. 

Hear  ‘The  Sound  of  Music’ 

The  Rogers  and  Hammerstein  musical  THE  SOUND  OF  MUSIC  will  be 
performed  at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  5875  Canal  Boulevard,  New 
Orleans,  on  Friday,  January  21  and  28  and  Saturday,  January  22  and  29  in  the 
church  sanctuary.  Curtain  time  is  7 : 30  p.m . 

Two  matinee  performances  will  also  be  done  at  Felicity  United  Methodist 
Church,  1816  Chestnut  Street,  New  Orleans,  on  January  23  and  30  at  2:00  p.m. 

Admission  for  all  shows  is  free,  and  the  public  is  invited  to  attend.  For  more 
information,  call  504-486-3982. 

The  Reverend  James  O.  Evans  is  pastor. 

Bishop  Handy  Guest  Speaker  at  Amite 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.  was  the  guest  speaker  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Amite  on  Sunday,  January  16,  1983.  Also  participating  in  the  worship 
experience  was  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District.  A  potluck  dinner 
honoring  the  Bishops  Handy  and  Shamblin  followed  the  worship  service  in  the 
fellowship  hall  of  the  church. 

The  Reverend  Bob  Burgess  is  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Amite. 


[ 


Louisiana  Flood  Relief 
Special  Offering  Notice 

The  local  churches  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
take  a  special  offering  on  Sunday, 
January  23  for  Louisiana  Flood  Relief 
The  offering  will  be  for  the  help  of  people 
in  the  recently  flooded  areas  of  the  state. 
The  hardest  hit  sections  have  been  in  the 
Monroe,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles 
Districts. 

The  offering  has  been  approved  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  and  the  Cabinet  and  will  be 
administered  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  of  the  General  Church  has  been 
asked  for  $20,000  from  general  church 
funds  and  the  Louisiana  Conference 
would  like  to  set  $40,000  as  a  minimum 
goal  to  make  a  total  of  $60,000  for  the 
emergency  within  our  state. 

Checks  by  individuals  should  be  made 
payable  to  their  local  church  and 
designated  “Louisiana  Flood  Relief." 
Funds  received  by  the  local  church 
should  be  remitted  as  soon  as  possible  to 
the  Conference  Office  of  Financial 
Affairs  on  the  Advance  Special  Forms  as 
a  Conference  Advance  Special  and 
reported  on  Line  6500  on  the  Monthly 
Remittance  Report.  Local  Churches 
should  make  checks  payable  to: 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
designated  “Louisiana  Flood  Relief." 
Mail  local  church  remittances  to: 
Louisiana  Conference,  P.O.  Box  3057, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821. 


First  Street  Regins 
Construction  and 
Major  Renovations 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  recently  signed  nearly  a 
$500,000  contract  to  build  a  new  multi¬ 
purpose  building,  and  do  major 
renovations  to  the  interior  of  the 
fellowship  hall,  and  rave  of  the  existing 
structure.  Southern  Regional  Construc¬ 
tion  Company  of  Metairie  is  the 
constructing  firm. 

One  half  of  the  project  ($250,000)  will 
be  financed  through  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  York,  and  First  Street 
will  provide  the  balance  of  more  than 
$200,000  from  funds  raised  by  the  congre¬ 
gation.  The  expected  completion  date  of 
the  project  is  November,  1983.  The 
Reverend  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor, 
Mrs.  Naomi  G.  Pulley  is  Chairperson  of 
the  Building  Fund,  and  Mr.  Bennett  B. 
Ross  is  President  erf  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

LAMECOToMeet 

The  annual  meeting  of  LAMECO 
Federal  Credit  Union  will  be  held  at  12:00 
noon  on  Wednesday,  February  9,  1983,  in 
the  Centenary  College  cafeteria  in 
Shreveport.  Reports  will  be  made 
regarding  new  lending  policies  approved 
by  the  LAMECO  Board  and  other 
changes  brought  about  by  the  recent 
“deregulation"  of  credit  unions.  Also  of 
interest  will  be  the  announcements  made 
of  a  6V2%  semi-annual  dividend  posted  to 
members’  accounts  as  of  January  10. 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Conference  Director  of  Financial  Affairs,  gives  highlights  of  the 
1982  Louisiana  Conference  Report  to  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn.  President  of  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin.  In  addition 
to  the  1982  completion  of  the  Area  Office  Building  (shown  above),  the  conference  has 
an  excellent  report  in  all  areas,  as  noted  in  the  above  article. 


Training  Offered  for  Clergy 


Subscription  Time  for  Conference  Paper 

A  one  year  subscription  for  the  paper  (52  issues)  will  be  $8  for  1983.  Each 
pastor  has  subscription  forms  available  or  you  may  use  the  one  below. 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST  SUNDAY  *  FEBRUARY  6.  1983 
Please  enter  my  subscription  for  1  year  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


A  basic  course  in  Clinical  Pastoral 
Training  entitled  “Clinical  Marriage  and 
Family  Counseling”  will  be  offered  for 
clergypersons  at  Central  Louisiana  State 
Hospital  beginning  Monday,  January  24, 
1983,  according  to  Chaplain  Roland  K. 
Friedrich,  Director  of  the  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  Program.  Students 
can  earn  two  hours  of  seminary  credit 
with  the  completion  of  this  course. 

Three  primary  objectives  of  this 
course  will  be: 

(1)  to  help  the  student  gain  an  under¬ 
standing  of  how  pastoral  care  is 
practically  applied  in  the  critical  and 
stressful  periods  in  the  life  of  the  family, 

(2)  to  afford  the  student  an  opportunity  to 
acquire  a  higher  level  of  marriage  and 
family  counseling  skills  in  order  to  help 
families  increase  their  abilities  to  “live 


their  religion"  and  make  the  relationship 
more  mutually  satisfying;  and  (3)  to 
encourage  students  to  seek  to  relate  and 
apply  theological  and  psychological 
insights  in  coping  with  marriage  and 
family  situations. 

Interested  persons  may  call  Chaplain 
Friedrich  at  484-6357. 


UPGRADING  IN  PASTORAL  COUN¬ 
SELING  —  May  30-June  24.  Counseling 
Center,  Southern  Baptist  Hospital,  2700 
Napoleon  Avenue,  New  Orleans,  LA 
70175.  Involvement  on  Psychiatric  Unit, 
pastoral  visitation,  supervision  of  coun¬ 
seling,  and  clinical  case  conferences. 
AAPC  credit.  Tuition  $400.  Limit  three 
persons.  Write  Dr.  Myron  C.  Madden. 


Please  check  one: 

(Please  Print) 

NAME 

□  This  is  a  new  subscription 

□  This  is  a  renewal 

• 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

!•  • 

• 

NAME  OF  CHURCH 

DISTRICT 

Spring  Retreat  Scheduled  at  First  LIMC,  Alexandria 


YOUR  PRIMARY  AREA  OF  SERVICE 
( TITLE )  I N  THE  LOCAL  CH  URCH  _ 


PLEASE  CHECK  ONE: 


Clergy 


Laity 


Return  to  your  local  church  office,  pastor.  LUM  agent,  collection  plate  or  The  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Reporter  office,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821. 

The  gift  that  keeps  on  coming  for  52  weeks  and  only  costs  $8.00 
Send  a  subscription  of  your  church  paper  to  a  friend  or  two. 


Louisiana  Chapter  Christian  Edu¬ 
cators  Fellowship  is  sponsoring  a  Spring 
Retreat  on  “Hunger  and  Value 
Formation"  on  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
February  21-22,  1983  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria.  Retreat 
leader  will  be  Dr.  Leo  Rippy,  Professor 
of  Christian  Education  at  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

The  retreat  begins  Monday,  February 
21  at  1 :00  p.m.  and  ends  at  noon  Tuesday, 
February  22.  Registration  fee  of  $10  will 
include  dinner  on  Monday  and  breakfast 
and  lunch  on  Tuesday,  all  served  at  the 
church.  Required  reading  for  the  retreat 
is  the  book  World  Hunger  —  The 


Responsibility  of  Christian  Education  by 
Suzanne  Toton  (Orbis  Press,  paperback 
$7.95,  catalog  eN13-090248  and  may  be 
ordered  from  Cokesbury).  One  (1) 
C.E.U.  may  be  earned  through  full 
participation  in  the  retreat. 

Registration  forms  and  any  other 
information  about  the  retreat  may  be 
obtained  by  writing  or  calling: 

Lylln  Guth,  Director  of  Christian 
Education 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

2727  Jackson  Street  Alexandria,  LA  71301 

(318)443-5696 

Deadline  for  those  attending  who  are 
not  members  of  LACEF  is  Monday, 
February  7, 1983. 
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If  you’re  not  observing  Christian 
Unity  week,  perhaps  you  should  be 


If  you  are  surprised  to  learn  that  we’re 
in  the  midst  of  the  annual  Week  of  Prayer 
for  Christian  Unity  —  don’t  blush. 

Even  though  it  is  one  of  the  least- 
known  events  on  the  “church  calendar,” 
it  is  being  celebrated  this  year  by 
thousands  of  Christians  just  as  it  has 
been  since  1908.  It  originated  within  a 
little-known  Episcopal  religious  group  in 
the  hope  that  “our  Lord  would  grant  to 
His  church  on  earth  that  peace  and  unity 
which  were  in  His  mind  and  purpose 
when,  on  the  eve  of  His  Passion,  He 
prayed  that  all  might  be  one.” 

As  a  news  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue 
indicates,  local  observances  of  Christian 
unity  week  take  many  forms.  But  the 
number  of  Christians  involved  in  this 
observance  is  far  exceeded  by  those  who 
are  not. 

Many  Christians  are  not  even  aware  of 
this  observance,  and  many  others  choose 
to  ignore  it  rather  than  going  through  the 
motions  of  seeking  Christian  unity  when 
they  function  daily  in  the  midst  of  all-too- 
obvious  disunity  among  Christians.  An 
"anti-ecumenical”  climate  in  some 
regions  and  among  some  churches  has 
worked  against  its  acceptance.  Many 
churches  simply  feel  their  calendars  are 
already  too  crowded  to  add  one  more 
"special  observance.” 

We  would  contend,  however,  that 
“Christian  unity”  is  not  just  an  esoteric 
ideal,  but  a  cause  which  should  concern 
anyone  who  follows  Christ.  Unless  the 
world  sees  some  tangible  sense  of  one¬ 
ness  and  common  purpose  amid  the 
many  and  diverse  expressions  of  the 
Christian  faith,  the  validity  of  the  witness 
of  every  Christian  is  called  into  question. 
One  particular  irony  of  the  Week  of  Pray¬ 
er  for  Christian  Unity  is  that  it  cannot  be 
correctly  observed  in  splendid  isolation 
by  a  single  congregation  nor  in  steadfast 
disunity  among  several  congregations.  It 


must,  by  definition,  be  observed  as  a 
visible  manifestation  of  unity,  or  at  least 
of  togetherness. 

One  such  tangible  expression  of  unity 
among  Christians  is  found  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  where  a  group  composed  of  persons 
from  17  denominations  —  ranging  from 
United  Methodists  to  Southern  Baptists 
to  Roman  Catholics  —  called  Richmond 
Eucharistic  Fellowship,  came  together 
earlier  this  week  to  praise  God  and 
celebrate  Holy  Communion.  And  this  was 
but  one  of  five  worship  events  that  are 
held  each  year,  involving  members  of 
these  same  churches.  Their  joint  worship 
takes  on  even  greater  meaning  in  the  fact 
that  the  offering  from  it  will  be  used  to 
purchase  new  beds  for  a  "street  people” 
shelter  operated  in  downtown  Richmond 
by  four  of  the  participating  churches. 

The  Richmond  grouping  is  not  the  only 
way  to  project  an  authentic  and  credible 
image  of  common  purpose  among 
Christians,  but  it  is  among  the  best 
examples  of  which  we  are  aware.  It  may 
be  particularly  worthy  of  emulation 
since  it  does  not  require  those  who 
participate  to  sacrifice  their  individual 
denominational  identities  nor  attempt  to 
merge  them  into  one  organization. 

Is  your  church  observing  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  unity?  If  not,  we 
urge  you  to  consider  how  a  stronger  and 
more  united  witness  among  Christians  of 
differing  traditions  can  be  created  in 
your  community  —  either  in  a  way  simi¬ 
lar  to  that  followed  in  Richmond  or  in 
other  ways  most  appropriate  to  your  local 
situation. 

As  the  folks  in  Richmond  have  shown, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  such  experiences 
be  restricted  to  the  third  week  in 
January.  Any  time  is  appropriate  for 
laying  aside  our  differences  and  joining 
with  other  Christians  to  exemplify  the 
fact  that  Christ  is  the  Lord  of  all. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Abolition  of  both  capital  punishment 
and  abortion  should  go  together 


1tALKINe«STR^GERS!# 

INCREASE 

THROUGHOUT  ANY  CHURCH/'7 


Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Memphis,  Tennessee 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  1,800 
member-families  of  the  Christ  UMC  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee  (Memphis 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Memphis,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  your  Dec.  24  editorial  in 
opposition  to  participation  by  doctors  in 
capital  punishment:  if  we  are  to  urge 
physicians  to  hold  to  the  code  of  ethics’ 
requirement  "to  do  no  harm.”  what  about 
about  being  consistent  with  the  whole 
Hippocratic  Oath  that  also  declares 
“especially  I  will  not  aid  a  woman  to 
procure  abortion?”  To  do  otherwise  is  to 
really  talk  about  ‘  ‘moral  confusion !  ” 

Or  couldn’t  Dr.  Wiesbach’s  lament 
about  the  confusion  apparent  when  "on 
the  one  hand  you  save  a  guy’s  life  with  a 
plastic  heart  and  on  the  other  you  use 
medical  knowledge  to  kill  someone”  be 
turned  around  and  magnified  to  say,  isn’t 
it  strange  to  have  newborn  ICUs  on  one 
floor  and  abortion  clinics  on  the  other? 

If  we’re  to  be  against  taking  human 
life,  let’s  display  at  least  as  much 
concern  for  the  1.5  million  unborn  babies 
killed  by  doctors  each  year  as  the  few 
convicted  of  capital  crimes. 

I  would  personally  argue  there  is  a 
difference  between  innocent,  unborn  life 
and  those  judged  guilty  of  capital  crimes 
by  due  process  and,  further,  that  Old  and 
New  Testament  scripture  (read  as 
intended  and  not  as  some  wish  it  had 
been  written)  sanctions  capital 
punishment.  However,  I’ll  compromise 
and  support  the  abolition  of  execution  for 
murderers  if  you  will  voice  support  for 
the  right-to-life  of  unborn  babies,  who 
have  no  voice  of  their  own. 

Ronald  L.  Cansler 

Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 

Capital  punishment 

editorials  affirmed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  want  to  congratulate  you  on  your 
outstanding  editorials  on  capital 
punishment  in  the  Dec.  24  issue  of  the 


Here  I  Stand 

Reforms  needed  for  strong  episcopal  system 


By  JOE  W.  WALKER 

We  are  at  the  “episcopal  equinox,”  a 
point  equal  distance  between  when  we 
birthed  our  latest  new  bishops  and  when 
fresh  pains  will  appear  and  we  will  give 
birth  to  another  batch. 

Now  that  ecclesiastical  politicizing  has 
come  out  of  the  closet,  this  quadrennial 
episcopal  natal  experience  seems  to 
require  more  labor  and  pain  than  it 
deserves. 

I  believe  in  bishops,  both  collectively 
and  individually,  in  theory  and,  for  the 
most  part,  as  practiced.  It  is  to 
strengthen,  not  to  weaken,  the  office  of 
bishop  that  I  share  what  follows. 

In  the  name  of  ^collegiafity,’’ 
“consensus,”  and  “consultation”  we 
have  weakened  dynamic  personal 
leadership.  It  takes  mighty  effort  to  be  a 
leader  in  an  era  of  management-by-ob- 
jectives  and  decision-by-consensus. 
Bishops  can  and  should  be  free  to  give 
that  leadership. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  work  for  10 
years  in  a  job  that  put  me  in  contact  with 
almost  all  the  bishops.  I  grew  to  admire 
them  and  to  appreciate  a  system  which 
generally  put  the  best  among  us  into  that 
high  office. 

Bishop’s  office  is  destructive 

However,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  office  of  bishop  is  a  destructive  office, 
and  damaging  to  those  who  hold  it. 
Persons  of  deep  faith,  outstanding  skills, 
and  sharp  intellect  are  put  in  an  office 
where  both  their  authorized  and  their 
assumed  power  goes  virtually 
unchallenged.  We  isolate  bishops  formally 
and  emotionally  from  fellowship  with 
others.  Finally,  unlike  any  other  part  of 


the  church,  we  sentence  them  to  serve 
forevermore  in  that  one  office. 

These  things  tend  to  dehumanize  those 
in  office.  It  takes  persons  of  sterling 
character  to  leave  the  office  as  human  as 
they  enter  it.  Not  all  make  it. 

The  church  ought  not  to  impose  on 
persons  in  that  fashion.  Those  elements 
that  dehumanize  need  to  be  changed  if 
the  office  is  to  serve  the  church  in  its 
fullest  capacity.  The  future  of  the 
episcopacy  depends  on  shaping  it  into  a 
more  human  kind  of  leadership  that 
enhances  and  enriches  those  who  serve 
in  it  as  well  as  those  served  by  it.  With 
that  in  mind  I  offer  four  suggestions : 

First,  our  politi-  A 
cal  process  needs 
to  go  back  in  the 
closet,  or  at  least 
be  toned  down  a 
bit.  The  massive 
energy  and  pub¬ 
licity  that  goes  in¬ 
to  the  present  pro¬ 
cess  is  hardly  a 
brag-point  for  our 
denomination.  Open  candidacy  does  lift 
up  certain  personality  types,  but  it  leaves 
out  a  lot  of  worthy  folks  who  just  may  not 
be  willing  to  campaign,  and  for  that  very 
reason  would  make  excellent  bishops. 
We  need  to  consider  both  individuals  who 
are  willing  to  seek  the  office  and  others 
who  are  not.  The  present  political 
system,  where  conference  delegations 
bargain  and  individuals  campaign, 
limits  both  the  number  and  the  varieties 
of  persons  who  should  be  considered. 

Second,  we  need  to  support  the  real 
powers  of  the  episcopal  office  and 


Joe  Walker 


restrict  its  excesses.  We  seem  at  times 
to  have  added  to  the  legitimate  powers 
the  expectation  that  our  bishops  be 
omniscient  and  omnipotent.  We  are 
reluctant  to  challenge  the  bishop  when  he 
or  she  is  wrong  or  exercises  authority  the 
office  does  not  really  have.  We  seldom 
engage  bishops  in  honest  debate.  Even 
the  most  outspoken  among  us  seldom 
forgets  that  the  other  person  is  a  bishop. 
That  attitude  does  harm  to  the  office  and 
to  the  person  in  the  office.  It  extends  to 
them  a  latitude  of  power  they  do  not 
legally  possess,  do  not  need  or  deserve, 
and  in  most  cases  do  not  want.  The 
excesses  of  episcopal  power  come  not 
from  power-hungry  bishops,  but  from  the 
rest  of  us  who  refuse  to  challenge  them 
about  such  excesses. 

Humanizing  needed 

Third,  we  need  to  humanize  the  office. 
Pomp  and  circumstances  once  were 
needed  to  propagate  an  idea  of  divine 
rule.  Kings  and  tyrants  had  thrones  and 
titles.  The  church  followed  suit  believing 
that  such  pomposity  was  needed  or 
rulers  could  not  rule.  But  in  1983  such 
hierarchical  pomposity  is  Counter-Pro¬ 
ductive.  How  strange  it  is  that  in  an 
annual  conference  all  persons  are  called 
by  their  Christian  names  except  the 
bishop.  Why?  Is  the  title  more  important 
than  the  name  or  the  office  more 
important  than  the  person  in  it?  Some 
people  need  titles.  In  others,  a  good  name 
brings  honor  to  the  title.  The  growing 
practice  of  calling  bishops  by  their  first 
names  is  refreshing.  This  may  be  a  little 
thing,  but  it  seems  a  hopeful  sign. 

Finally,  we  need  to  keep  those  who 

My  Witness 


serve  as  bishops  in  the  fellowship  of  all 
believers  by  limiting  tenure  to  eight 
years  at  the  most. 

To  have  persons  serve  as  bishops  and 
then  return  to  the  high  office  of  pastor 
would  speak  to  the  equality  of  our 
Christian  calling.  It  would  not  weaken 
the  power  of  the  office  except  at  the  point 
of  excesses.  Some  have  argued  that  it 
would  be  a  come-down  for  a  bishop.  It 
might  seem  so  for  some,  but  not  for 
persons  of  high  calling  and  character 
who  recognize  the  equally  high  calling  of 
serving  “in  the  ranks.”  Former  bishops 
would  bring  a  rich  and  lively  resource  to 
local  churches  and  conferences.  Until 
limited  tenure  becomes  a  constitutional' 
reality,  we  may  need  a  brave  soul  or  two 
who,  when  appearing  to  have  support  for 
election  to  bishop,  will  let  it  be  known 
that  if  elected  they  will  resign  the  office 
after  eight  years. 

The  rightful  desire  for  consensus, 
consultation,  and  collegiality  has 
weakened  the  concept  of  personal 
leadership  in  the  church.  We  need  strong 
and  dynamic  leaders.  Our  episcopal 
system  can  supply  this  need,  but  first  it 
needs  some  changes.  Possibly  those 
suggested  here  might  help. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Joe  W.  Walker,  is 
Director  of  Emerging  Ministries  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  a 
member  of  the  Oregon-Idaho  Con¬ 
ference. 
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Wesley’s  concepts  have  potency  for  today 


By  PAUL  DOUGLASS 

At  the  age  of  69,  John  Wesley 
expressed  the  desire  to  be  "again  an 
Oxford  Methodist”  because  he  said,  "I 
did  walk  closely  with  God  and  redeem 
the  time.” 

At  this  time,  he  had  been  building  a 
religious  movement  for  44  years.  In  a 
study  of  those  44  years  certain  simple 
and  powerful  concepts  come  into  focus. 
What  were  some  of  these  concepts  which 
gave  power  to  Wesley’s  ministry  and 
guidance  to  early  Methodist  habits  and 
practices?  Let  us  take  an  inventory. 

1.  HEALTH:  At  the  age  of  21  John 
Wesley  wrote  his  mother  a  letter  about  a 
book  which  he  described  as  “the  famous 
book  of  good  health.”  The  volume  was 
written  by  a  physician  at  Bath.  The  study 
of  the  book  equipped  the  undergraduate 
with  simple  common-sense  rules.  The 
formula  was  clear  and  simple.  Diet  and 
exercise.  Eat  sparingly.  Drink  lots  of 
water.  Keep  your  circulation  vigorous. 
By  following  these  rules  John  Wesley’s 
frail  body  became  the  instrument  of  a 
strenuous  and  useful  life,  88  years  long. 
John  Wesley’s  concern  for  health  spread 
through  British  Methodism.  Health  has 
preaching  value. 

2.  TIME:  At  Oxford  John  Wesley 
learned  this  lesson:  In  order  to  have 
time,  one  must  plan  for  its  use.  The 
greatest  murderer  is  the  criminal  who 
kills  time.  At  age  18  John  Wesley  drew  a 
time  plan  on  the  inner  cover  of  his 
grandfather’s  notebook.  There  he 
scheduled  a  time  budget.  He  organized 
hours  to  provide  for  the  priorities  of 
important  things.  He  disciplined  himself 
to  keep  to  the  schedule. 

3.  IDEAS:  John  Wesley  was  a  massive 
circulator  of  ideas.  He  was  an 
omnivorous  reader  —  usually  no  less 
than  40  pages  a  day.  He  summarized 


(abstracted)  the  ideas.  He  talked  with 
friends  about  ideas.  He  wrote  to  friends, 
discussing  ideas.  In  his  earliest  Oxford 
letter  to  his  mother  he  was  grappling 
with  fundamental  and  perplexing  issues. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  Methodism  became  a 
historic  disseminator  of  information  in 
its  publishing  enterprises. 

In  his  writing  Wesley  took  pains  with 
language.  He  accepted  as  his  duty  the 
obligation  to  make  every  phrase  clear 
and  precise.  He  insisted  that  every 
sentence  be  concise.  "If  I  observe  any 
stiff  expression,”  he  said,  "I  throw  it  out, 
neck  and  shoulders.”  He  wanted  to 
express  himself  in  plain  and  forceful 
English. 

4.  GROUP  PARTICIPATION:  John 
Wesley  recognized  and  utilized  the  power 
of  group  participation.  The  Holy  Club 
was  only  one  example  of  the  warm 
feeling  of  belonging  to  a  fellowship 
directed  toward  the  achievement  of  a 
common  purpose.  The  person  involved  in 
a  group  with  defined  goals  and 
participant  roles  provided  an  instrument 
for  maturing  personality  in  association 
with  others,  whether  in  the  class 
meeting,  the  home  department,  or  the 
various  church  societies. 

5.  INTERROGATION:  John  Wesley 
was  constantly  engaged  in  controversies 
—  organizational  as  well  as  theological. 
He  developed  the  "interrogative”  as  an 
orderly  instrument  for  questioning 
critics.  He  drew  up  a  series  of  questions, 
stated  the  principle  and  specific  appli¬ 
cation  involved,  and  submitted  the  paper 
for  reply.  This  method  faced  critics  with 
the  need  to  specify  the  facts  and  face  con¬ 
sequences. 

6.  PERSONAL  DEVOTIONS:  John 
Wesley  saw  personal  devotions  as  a  basic 
generative  powerhouse  of  religious 
experience.  He  read  the  scriptures.  He 


paraphrased  the  biblical  ideas  in  prose 
and  poetry.  He  had  his  own  pattern  of 
prayer.  First,  he  read  and  sang  a  psalm. 
Next,  by  a  moment  of  silence,  he  placed 
himself  in  the  presence  of  God.  His 
prayers  were  not  off-the-cuff.  He  wrote 
them  out  as  a  careful  statement  to  God. 
His  personal  prayers  did  not  ramble. 
Each  day  he  selected  a  single  concern  to 
place  before  God.  He  identified  his  own 
major  fault  of  the  day  and  asked  God’s 
help  to  overcome  his  weakness.  At 
prayer  time  he  audited  his  success  in 
improvement. 

7.  LANGUAGE  IN  PRAYER:  As  he 
prayed  to  God,  John  Wesley  phrased  his 
thoughts  in  depth  and  specific  purpose. 
He  expressed  himself  in  classic  English, 
as  for  example:  "Lift  up  our  minds  about 
all  those  little  things  below  which  are  apt 
to  distract  our  thoughts.  Compose  our 
spirits  to  a  quiet  dependence  on  Thy  good 
providence.  Meet  us  with  Thy  heavenly 
grace.  Stretch  forth  Thy  hand  and  loose 
the  chains  wherewith  our  souls  are 
entangled.  As  we  lay  ourselves  down  to 
sleep,  take  us  into  Thy  gracious 
protection.” 

8.  COMMUNION:  John  Wesley  held 
the  practice  of  taking  communion 
regularly  and  frequently  to  be  a  primary 
spiritual  rite. 

We  of  United  Methodism  of  today  can 
gain  potency  for  sermonizing  values, 
organizational  models,  and  devotional 
practices  from  careful  study  of  Wesley’s 
Oxford  days. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Paul  Douglas  is  a  retired  member  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference  and  lives  in 
Granville,  New  York. 


Reporter. 

I  believe  I  wrote  you  once  before  on 
this,  but  I  sincerely  believe  if  you  could 
get  everyone  who  is  in  favor  of  capital 
punishment  to  read  your  editorials  about 
three  times,  they  might  finally  realize 
that  capital  punishment  is  not  the  answer 
to  deterring  capital  crimes. 

I  am  sure  that  there  are  more  people 
now  in  favor  of  capital  punishment  than 
there  are  against  it,  so  you  will  probably 
get  more  "flak”  than  plaudits  on  these 
editorials.  However,  please  be  assured 
that  I  am  one  United  Methodist  with  you 
on  this  100  percent. 

Harris  D.  Copenhaver  Jr. 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Death  penalty  is  positive, 
permanent  and  preventative 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  recent  editorials 
regarding  capital  punishment,  United 
Methodists  can’t  have  it  both  ways.  For 
basic  freedom  of  the  innocent,  I  believe 
we  must  support  measures  to  eliminate 
capital  crime  through  routine  death 
penalties,  without  exception  for  mental 
condition  or  extenuating  circumstances 
and  within  three  weeks  after  conviction. 
We  might  lose  a  few  who  were  wrongfully 
accused  but  juries  tend  toward  fairness. 
The  appeal  process  would  be  radically 
reduced  and  jails  rapidly  emptied. 
Mothers  and  fathers  would  then  be  safe 
on  the  streets  and  would  be  able 
accurately  to  advise  their  children  that 
society  won’t  tolerate  crime. 

The  thought  that  sure  capital 
punishment  is  not  a  deterrent  to 
murderers,  rapists  and  thrice-convicted 
robbers  is  absurd.  Studies  on  one 
populous  state  prove  only  that  the 
governor  has  refused  to  allow  the  death 
penalty  even  after  the  legislature  and 
citizenry  (including  United  Methodists) 
have  overwhelmingly  voted  for  it.  The 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  upheld  it  in  1976. 
Rehabilitation  is  now  recognized  as 
outmoded  and  ineffective  in  reducing 
crime. 

Our  Social  Creed  (p.  104)  states,  "We 
believe  in  the  right  and  duty  of  persons  to 
work  for  the  good  of  themselves  and 
others,  and  in  the  protection  of  their 
welfare  in  so  doing  ...”  Nothing  can  be 
more  damaging  to  the  spirit  of  the 
criminal  and  his  family  than  life 
imprisonment.  Death  is  positive, 
permanent  and  preventative. 

Those  willing  to  protect  themselves  by 
demanding  a  firm,  immediate  and 
economical  execution  under  current  law 
need  to  realize  that  individuals  in  the 
church  differ  in  social  and  governmental 
attitudes.  Still,  readers  need  to  be 
thinkers" as well.  They  can  cure  crime  by 
united  action. 

Edgar  W.  Parsons 

Sacramento,  California 

Doctor’s  role  in  execution 
not  morally  different 

To  the  Editor: 

May  1983  be  happy  and  may  you 
continue  your  good  work  on  a  great 
paper. 

Your  Dec.  24  editorial  headlined 
"Efforts  to  ‘sanitize’  executions  reflects 
logical,  moral  confusion”  did  reflect 
confusion,  particularly  on  the  writer’s 
part.  I  will  not  comment  in  any  way  on 
the  morality  of  capital  punishment. 

Your  singling  out  the  medical 
profession  was  wrong.  Doctors  have  no 
different  moral  responsibilities  than  the 
rest  of  us  human  beings.  Doctors  are 
persons,  the  same  as  you  and  I.  Their 
participation  in  executions  is  not  one  bit 
morally  different,  better  or  worse,  than 
persons  on  the  jury,  the  judges,  the 
governor  (who  granted  or  refused  a 
stay),  the  legislators  (who  passed  the 
laws),  or  the  people  who  elect  the 
officials. 

The  medical  profession  is  no  more 
responsible  than  all  the  people  who  live 
in  a  democracy.  The  doctor  at  the  prison 


is  no  more  to  blame  than  I,  a  voter  of  the 
State.  Wendell  Coffee 

Lubbock  Texas  • 

Staff  members’  aims 
do  not  justify  methods 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article  in  the 
Jan.  7  issue  of  the  Reporter  headlined: 
"Advisors  demand  return  of  shuffled 
staff.” 

Ms.  Collins,  Mr.  Jordan  and  their . 
supporters  who  call  for  their 
reinstatement  appear  to  relate  the 
minimal  disciplinary  action  imposed  on 
them  to  "racism”  in  the  church.  Mr. 
Bideaux,  as  reported  in  the  article, 
expresses  that  view  very  forthrightly. 
Yet  the  entire  affair  leading  to  the 
disciplinary  suspensions  and  subsequent 
reassignments  relate  quite  clearly  to  the 
methods  these  persons  used  to  achieve 
their  objectives  —  NOT  to  their  end  aims 
or  motives. 

Every  organization,  even  a  church,  has 
its  rules  and  policies  which  are,  and  must 
be,  binding  on  the  organization’s 
members,  and  in  particular,  on  its 
employees  in  order  that  the  purposes  of 
the  organization  as  a  whole  can  be 
achieved,  as  opposed  to  the  individual 
objectives  of  one  or  a  few. 

Ms.  Collins  and  Mr.  Jordan  have 
clearly  put  themselves  and  their  views 
above  the  will  of  the  organization  they 
serve  —  not  in  end  objectives,  but  by 
their  methods.  They  did  this  not  once,  but 
also  after  their  executive  supervisor  had' 
clearly  set  out  the  error  of  their  methods. 
It  also  appears  that  at  least  Ms.  Collins 
does  not  yet  recognize  or  accept  her 
error,  and  thus  might  reasonably  be 
expected  to  continue  seeking  to  impose 
her  individual  will  on  the  church  whether 
or  not  she  is  restored  to  her  position  with' 
the  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Service. 

I  believe  that  both  of  these  persons  — 
and  all  who  would  emulate  them  —  must 
be  made  to  understand  that  the  ends  they 
seek  do  not  justify  the  use  of  any  methods . 
they  choose,  especially  when  those 
methods  repeatedly  violate  the  policies 
and  principles  of  the  very  organization, 
they  are  employed  to  serve. 

This  matter  is  not  at  all  concerned  with 
"racism,”  but  with  a  simple  organiza¬ 
tional  principle.  Accordingly,  I  believe 
,  that  these  two  persons  should  not  only 
NOT  be  restored  to  their  previous  jobs 
but  should  be,  in  fact,  summarily  ter¬ 
minated. 

Robert  C.  Grandy 
Westford,  Massachusetts 

Judicial  Council 

coverage  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  felt  constrained  to  write  to  you  for 
several  reasons. 

First,  I  appreciate  the  very  good  and 
balanced  coverage  you  have  given 
sessions  and  rulings  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Judicial  Council.  There  has  been  a 
consistent  quality  in  your  news  coverage, - 
but  it  has  been  particularly  helpful  in 
regard  to  our  last  session  in  Louisville, 
where  we  considered  a  number  of 
controversial  questions  which  have 
caused  great  comment. 

In  addition,  they  have  resulted  in  an 
enormous  amount  of  correspondence  to 
me,  as  President  of  the  Judicial  Council. 

I  make  it  a  practice  to  try  to  answer  each 
and  every  one  of  the  letters  that  I- 
receive,  although  the  answer  might  be  a 
little  late.  I  have  literally  received 
hundreds  of  letters  so  far  arising  out  of. 
our  session  in  Louisville. 

Second,  I  appreciate  very  much  the 
editorial  comment  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  on  our  decisions, 
particularly  those  arising  out  of 
Mississippi  and  Colorado.  Your 
comments  here  have  been  very  helpful-^ 
balanced  and  fair. 

Your  newspaper  is  much  respected  by 
the  members  of  the  Judicial  Council  and 
we  are  grateful  to  you. 

Tom  H.  Matheny 

Hammond,  Louisiana 


CLASS 

IFIED 

AFRICAN  PALMS:  If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income  averages  $55.00 
annually  to  buy  the  bare  necessities  of  life  and  to  help 
fill  agricultural,  educational,  vocational  and  health 
needs.  All  work  done  in  this  country  is  volunteered. 
Orders  are  acknowledged  and  must  be  received  by 
March  15  to  assure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost: 

DIRECTOR:  YOUTH  AND  EVANGELISM  -  work 
with  downtown  church.  This  is  an  immediate 
opening.  Need  energetic  person  to  rebuild  strong 
program.  Salary  negotiable.  Experience  and 
Bachelor's  Degree  desirable.  Send  resume  and 
picture  to  Rev.  John  M.  Fletcher,  P.  O.  Box  1156, 
West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33402. 

$6  00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50,  in  multiples  of  50;  includes 
shipping.  Only  individual-sized  palm  crosses  avail¬ 
able;  inquiries  invited.  Include  street  address  for 
United  Parcel  Service  delivery.  African  Palms,  P.  O. 
Box  575,  Olney,  Md.  20832. 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 

CASSETTE  DUPLICATION  $1.50;  Cassettes  from 
Reels,  8  Tracks,  Records,  $2.00;  None  Published 
only;  Psalms-Proverbs  $12.00,  NT  $22.50,  OT  $67.50; 
Plus  50e  Mailing.  3021  Sunrise,  Alamogordo,  NM 
88310;  (505)434-1800. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  is 
needed  for  a  church  of  1,200  members  in  the  rapidly 
growing  Houston  area.  Duties  will  include 
supervision  of  five  choirs  for  all  ages  including 
handbells.  Salary  negotiable  based  upon  education, 
experience,  and  specific  drills.  For  further 
information,  contact:  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O. 
Box  925,  Katy.  TX  77449  or  phone  (713)  391-2121 . 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  the  Royal  England, 

Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland  Top  Deluxe  Tour  April 
25-May  9-15  days,  depart  from  Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
Airport,  with  Reverend  Marshall  McQueen,  First 

United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O  Box  577,  Carthage, 
TX  75633. 

15-DAY  SCANDINAVIAN/GERMANY  TOUR:  July 

CLERGY  ROBE  for  sale.  Black,  John  Wesley 
styling.  63"  long,  sleeves  26  V.  Length  can  be  altered. 
Worn  only  15  months.  In  excellent  concfition.  Will  sell 
for  $175.00.  Call  (501)  643-2304. 

Copenhagen,  Berlin,  plus  all  locations  celebrating 
Martin  Luther's  500th  birthday.  All  expenses  from 
NYC  —  $1,887.00.  Experienced  travel  hosts!  Free 
brochure  contact  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  East  Third, 
Media.  PA  19063. 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  100,  $20.00.  Poem,  "Cross 
in  my  Pocket,”  2t  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church, 
Raleigh,  NC  27609. 

THEOLOGICAL  CATALOGING  and  Reference 
Librarian  basic  responsibilities  include  supervision 
of  cataloging  and  cataloging  of  library  materials; 

ORGANIST:  PORT  ST.  LUCIE  United  Methodist 
Church  is  receiving  resumes  for  position  of  Organist 
opening  January  1.  1983.  Interested  persons  are 
invited  to  send  resumes  to  the  church,  298  S.W, 
Prima  Vista  Blvd.,  Port  St.  Lucie,  FL  33452. 

also  reference  work  with  students  and  faculty, 
supervision  of  the  audio-visual  program. 
Requirements:  M.L.S.  from  ALA-accredited  library 
school.  M.  Div.  (or  equivalent)  from  an  ATS 
accredited  library  school,  thorough  knowledge  of 
AACR2;  experience  in  LC  cataloging  on  OCLC. 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  to 
work  with  children,  youth  and  adults.  Needed  at 
once.  Salary  negotiable.  Experience  preferred.  800- 
member  North  East  Texas  Church.  Send  resume  to: 
Von  Dawson,  Tennison  Memorial  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
967,  Mt  Pleasant. TX  75455  or  call  (214  )  572-5341. 

negotiable  depending  on  qualifications  and 
experience.  Liberal  benefits.  Position  available  July 

1,  1983.  Closing  date  for  applications:  February  15, 
1983  Resume  with  three  references  to:  C.  M. 
Kempton  Hewitt,  Dean,  The  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio,  Box  1204,  Delaware,  OH  43015.  Equal 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH-ACTIVITIES  Director  needed 
at  once.  Must  be  experienced  and  trained.  Good 

opportunity/affirmative  action  employer.  Minority 
persons  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

salary  and  working  conditions.  Send  resume  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  577, 
Carthage,  TX  75633  or  phone  (214  )  693-5227  or  693- 

WANT  TO  BUY:  Good,  used  Orff  Instruments. 
Contact:  Lurena  Dunn,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  500  Leawood,  Parsons,  KS  67357. 
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Regional  strength: 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Associate  Editor 

In  only  a  few  areas  of  the  nation  do 
United  Methodists  know  what  it’s  like  to 
be  the  numerically  dominant  religious 
group  in  their  locale. 

But  they  know  a  lot  about  being  No.  2. 

The  limited  areas  of  United  Methodist 
dominance  are  “deceptive”  since  the 
denomination  is  the  one  truly  national 
church  in  the  United  States,  observes  the 
Rev.  Bernard  Quinn  of  Glenmary 
Research  Center  in  Atlanta. 

United  Methodists  have  congregations 
in  2,968  of  the  nation’s  3,102  counties. 

When  denominations  are  considered  as 
families  (all  Methodist  denominations 
together  make  one  family,  for  example), 
Methodism  is  shown  to  dominate  in  374 
counties  (see  Map  B  on  this  page). 

Even  though  United  Methodists  make 
up  the  vast  majority  of  the  Methodist 
family,  those  counties  are  so  few  and 
scattered  that  West  Virginia  is  the  only 
state  where  United  Methodists  form  the 
largest  denomination  (see  related  story 
below). 

The  United  Methodist  Church  —  the 
nation’s  third  largest  in  total 
membership  —  doesn’t  even  come  close 
to  dominance  in  any  other  state  except 
Virginia  and  Kansas. 

What  it  means  to  be  a  United  Methodist 
has  a  lot  to  do  with  what  denomination  is 
biggest  in  a  given  area  and  how  it  exerts 
its  dominance,  suggests  the  Rev.  Vernon 
Bigler,  district  superintendent  in 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 

For  instance,  if  you’re  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  in  the  state  of  New  York,  the 
Roman  Catholic  culture  tends  to 
overshadow  all  else,  he  says.  And  United 
Methodists  often  find  themselves 
reacting  to  and  accommodating  that 
culture. 

If  you  live  in  Tennessee,  you  move  in  a 
society  predominantly  molded  by 
Southern  Baptists. 

In  Utah,  it’s  a  Mormon  world. 


And  in  North  Dakota,  much  of  the  pace 
of  life  is  in  cadence  with  Lutheranism. 

Map  A  shows  that  United  Methodists  in 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  nation  live  under 
the  dominant  influence  of  one  of  the  four 
other  denominations  mentioned  above. 
Only  in  the  unshaded  areas  on  the  map 
is  no  denomination  dominant. 

The  maps  on  this  page  are  based  on 
data  recently  released  by  the  Glenmary 
Research  Center  and  on  a  map  published 
once  a  decade,  based  on  the  U.S.  Census. 
Glenmary’s  color-coded  map, 
approximately  V/2  x  2M>  feet,  can  be 
ordered  for  $5  from  750  Piedmont  Ave. 
NE,  Atlanta,  GA  30308.  It  shows  which 
denominational  family  dominates  in 
each  U.S.  county. 

The  Glenmary  data  show  considerable 
erosion  of  United  Methodist  domination 
since  1970. 

In  1970,  United  Methodism  was  the 
leading  religious  group  over  a  broad 
band  running  from  Delaware  through 
Maryland  and  Central  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Iowa  and  ending  in  Kansas  and 
Nebraska. 

But  that  dominance  greatly 
disintegrated  over  the  last  decade  in  the 
middle  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  Iowa. 

Researchers  say  that  is  a  result  of 
massive  losses  in  United  Methodist 
membership  in  those  states  coupled  with 
aggressive  evangelism  efforts  by 
independent  evangelical  and  funda¬ 
mentalist  church  groups. 

In  the  few  places  where  United  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  is  growing  —  such  as 
Texas  —  Southern  Baptists  are  adding 
members  even  faster,  precluding  the 
establishment  of  Methodist  dominance. 

Each  state  has  churches  representing 
between  40  and  70  of  the  111  denomina¬ 
tions  that  provided  membership  data  to 
Glenmary  Center.  United  Methodist 
membership  ranks  within  the  top  eight  in 
all  states. 


The  most  common  ranking  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  though,  is  No. 
2.  It  holds  that  position  in  25  states, 
usually  with  membership  far  below  the 
biggest  denomination. 

Those  states  are  dominated  by 
Catholics  (primarily  in  the  Northeast, 
Great  Lakes  and  Midwest  states)  or  by 
Southern  Baptists  ( in  the  South ) . 

United  Methodism  is  the  No.  3 
denomination  in  11  states,  primarily 
along  the  southern  rim  where  Catholics 
and  Southern  Baptists  both  are  larger 
and  in  the  West  where  Mormons  are 
competing  with  Catholics  for  dominance. 

The  three  areas  where  United 
Methodism  has  the  least  numerical 
significance  are: 

•  where  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  are  the 
Protestant  powers  but  still  minorities  in 
Catholic  New  England  —  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut; 

•  where  Lutherans  and  Catholics 
jointly  dominate  in  the  northern  plains  — 
in  Montana,  the  Dakotas,  Minnesota  and 
Wisconsin; 

•  where  the  Mormons  are  influential  in 
the  southern  half  of  the  west  —  in  Utah, 
Nevada.  Arizona  and  California. 

In  some  states  such  as  Oklahoma, 
United  Methodism  is  the  No.  2 
denomination  even  though  it  has 
dominance  in  only  a  few  counties. 

The  ten  states  with  the  highest 
concentration  of  United  Methodists 
(percent  of  all  church  members  is  listed 
in  parentheses)  are: 

No.  1  West  Virginia  (28.4%),  No.  2 
Delaware  (25.3%),  No.  3  Virginia  (22.4%), 
No.  4  Kansas  (20.7%),  No.  5  Maryland 
(19.0%)  and  Georgia  (19.0%).  No.  7  North 
Carolina  (18.7%),  No.  8  South  Carolina 
(18.4%),  No.  9  Mississippi  (18.0%),  No.  10 
Oklahoma  (17.9%). 


Recognition 9  political  clout  follow 
if  denomination  has  most  members 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

What’s  it  like  to  live  in  one  of  those  rare 
areas  where  United  Methodists  are 
numerically  the  strongest  religious 
group? 

United  Methodists  in  many  parts  of 
Delaware,  Kansas  and  Maryland  —  and 
all  of  West  Virginia  —  know  it  can  make 
a  difference. 

For  instance,  when  Jay  Rockefeller 
was  inaugurated  as  West  Virginia’s 
governor  in  l&Jl,  it  was  only  natural  that 
he  would  ask  Bishop  William  B.  Grove  to 
give  the  invocation. 

"There  is  a  recognition  in  West 
Virginia  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  leadership,”  Bishop  Grove  told 
the  Reporter.  “The  governor  and  the 
United  Methodist  bishop  always  have 
known  each  other  and  talked  regularly 
here.” 

The  denomination  claims  28.5  percent 
of  the  state’s  church  members.  It’s  the 
only  state  where  United  Methodism  has 
more  members  than  any  other  church. 

The  UM  bishop  there  is  generally 
regarded  as  one  of  the  four  best  known 
and  most  influential  persons  in  the  state 
—  alongside  the  governor  and  the  two 
U.S.  senators. 

Bishop  Grove  came  from 
Pennsylvania  where  United  Methodists 
make  up  the  No.  2  denomination. 

“I  can  tell  you,  there  is  a  big  difference 
between  being  first  and  being  second,” 
he  said. 

Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  the 


previous  bishop  in  West  Virginia,  can 
attest  to  that.  He  now  presides  over  the 
Washington  Area  which  includes 
Delaware  and  Maryland.  Both  are  in  the 
top  five  states  in  terms  of  UM 
concentration.  But  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  is  bigger  in  both. 

"I  don’t  get  called  into  the  political 
scene  here  as  I  did  in  West  Virginia.” 
Bishop  Wertz  said. 

Nonetheless,  United  Methodism 
dominates  in  10  of  the  12  counties  in'  the 
Peninsula  Annual  Conference  ( Delaware 
and  eastern  Maryland),  and  that  seems 
to  have  a  great  effect  on  members,  the 
bishop  said. 

“I  think  there  is  a  sense  of  pride  that 
builds  loyalty  to  the  denomination 
because  they  see  it  as  influential.  The 
Peninsula  conference  has  a  strong 
tradition  of  paying  its  World  Service 
(payments  to  the  denomination’s  main 
general  fund)  in  full  for  at  least  35 
years.” 

Bishop  Benjamin  Oliphint  presides 
over  the  Kansas  Area  where,  as  in  the 
Peninsula  conference,  United  Methodists 
are  No.  2,  relegated  there  because  of  the 
heavy  concentration  of  Catholics  in  a 
couple  of  urban  areas. 

One  of  the  chief  differences  he  sees  in 
areas  dominated  by  United  Methodists 
(most  counties  in  Kansas,  for  example), 
as  opposed  to  those  dominated  by 
Catholics,  Baptists,  Mormons  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  Lutherans,  is  the 
commitment  to  ecumenism. 


“There  is  a  strong  influence  in  Kansas 
communities  of  churches  working 
together,”  Bishop  Oliphint  said.  “I’d  like 
to  believe  that  is  the  result  of  United 
Methodists  being  dominant  and 
continuing  to  stress  ecumenism. " 

Although  United  Methodists 
throughout  Kansas  are  numerous  enough 
to  do  things  on  their  own,  they  usually  try 
to  include  other  denominations,  he  said. 

United  Methodist  leaders  in  regions 
dominated  by  other  denominations  told 
the  Reporter  of  counties  in  which 
political  actions  could  not  be  taken  easily 
without  at  least  the  tacit  approval  of  the 
dominant  religious  group. 

They  also  talked  of  subtle  pressure  felt 
by  political  aspirants  to  become 
members  of  the  dominant  church. 

None  of  that  seems  to  be  true  in 
counties  where  United  Methodists 
dominate,  Bishop  Oliphint  said.  "United 
Methodists  don’t  see  themselves  as 
centers  of  political  power.” 

Bishop  Grove  said  that  primarily  is 
true  in  West  Virginia,  too,  although  there 
are  more  signs  of  politicians  being 
concerned  about  how  their  actions  are 
perceived  by  United  Methodists  as  a 
group. 

He  said  he  feels  United  Methodists 
have  a  responsibility  as  the  biggest 
group  to  exercise  more  leadership  in  the 
community.  Ecumenical  efforts,  for 
example,  have  not  been  as  strong  as  they 
should  be,  he  said. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Associate  Editor 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian 
Unity  has  its  accustomed  high-level 
national  and  world  Protestant  and 
Catholic  endorsement  this  year,  but  its 
most  common  celebrations,  as  usual,  will 
be  either  local  or  regional. 

Official  dates  for  the  “week”  are  Jan. 
18-25.  Such  sponsoring  groups  as  the 
World  and  National  Councils  of  Churches 
and  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  in  the  U.S.  encourage  Christians 
to  get  together  locally  under  a  common 
theme  for  worship  and  study.  The 
suggested  world-wide  theme  this  year  is 
“Jesus  Christ  —  Life  of  the  World,” 
which  also  is  the  theme  for  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  assembly  later  this 
year  in  Canada. 

The  cohesive  body  behind  most  local  or 
regional  celebrations  is  an  ongoing 
ecumenical  organization.  Here  are  some 
examples : 

17  denominations  represented 


Eucharistic  Fellowship  scheduled  its 
third  annual  broad-based  celebration  of 
the  prayer  week  for  Jan.  18. 

Ministers  and  lay  members  from  17 
denominations  were  expected  to 
participate  in  the  special  worship  service 
hosted  by  Richmond’s  Centenary  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  senior  minister, 
the  Rev.  David  Jarvis,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  eucharistic  (communion)  portion 
of  the  service  would  follow  an  alternate 
United  Methodist  liturgy  published  in 
1972.  He  said  the  service  would  feature  a 
“concelebration”  of  communion  by 
“perhaps  a  dozen”  ministers  representing 
many  Christian  traditions  ranging,  he 
said,  from  Southern  Baptist  to  Roman 
Catholic. 

Special  music  in  the  Richmond  service 
was  to  be  offered  by  the  Korean 
Presbyterian  Church  choir,  and  the 
evening’s  offering  was  to  help  raise 
$13,000  to  buy  additional  beds  for  an 
ecumenical  overnight  shelter  program 
offered  in  downtown  Richmond  by  four 
local  churches  of  different  denomi¬ 
nations. 


The  speaker  at  Richmond’s  unity 
prayer  service  was  to  be  Dr.  Cynthia 
Wedel,  one  of  six  WCC  presidents  and  a 
former  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  Ms.  Wedel,  an  Episcopalian 
laywoman,  was  also  the  special  guest  at 
a  reception  following  the  service. 

Sponsored  by  ministers 

In  West  Pittston,  Pa.,  the  local 
ministers’  group  will  sponsor  the  1983 
celebration  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity,  Jan.  23.  Coincidentally 
that  service,  too,  is  to  be  hosted  by  a 
United  Methodist  church,  First  UMC. 
One  principal  planner  of  the 
Pennsylvania  service  was  Msgr.  Francis 
Kane  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception.  He  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  service  annually 
evidences  “a  wonderful  relationship” 
among  the  city’s  Christians. 

The  speaker  this  year  in  West  Pittston 
was  Father  Joseph  Gilligan  from  the 
Graymoor  Ecumenical  Institute  in 
Garrison,  New  York,  some  150  miles 
away.  The  Graymoor  institute  is  one 
central  supply  source  where  local  and 
regional  groups  can  order  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  materials. 


In  Richmond,  Va.,  the  Richmond 

Heritage  Tours  presents 
Unite  J  Well,  odiit  Reformation  Dour 
May  11  to  25,  1983 

Visit  restored  Luther  sites,  Dresden,  Herrnhut 
&  Theological  College  in  East  Germany 
Meet  Methodist  leaders,  pastors,  and  lay  persons  in  both 
Germanys.  For  our  color  brochure,  write:  Dr.  Austin  Whit¬ 
more,  Director,  5280  Freedom  Ridge  Dr.,  Columbus,  OH 
43230.  Tele.  No.  (614)  471-1449. 


Christian  Unity  Week 
follows  varied  forms 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


UMs  largest  group  in  only  a  few  counties 


Map  A:  regional  dominance 
by  denominational  groupings 
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Within  each  region  shown  on  this  map,  one 
denominational  group  is  dominant  in  the  vast 
majority  of  counties.  For  example,  in  the  Midwestern 
"glove”  and  Mid-Atlantic  "dove”  shapes  on  the  map, 
Methodist  denominations  are  the  main  religious 
influence  in  most  counties. 

The  Methodist,  Lutheran  and  Baptist  groupings 
each  contain  several  denominations.  For  instance,  the 


Lutheran  group  includes  the  Missouri  Synod, 
American  Lutheran,  Wisconsin  Synod  and  ten  other 
Lutheran  denominations. 

The  non-shaded  areas  labeled  "Mixed"  are  where 
no  denominational  grouping  has  as  many  as  25 
percent  of  the  church  members.  Researchers  predict 
such  pluralism  will  increase  during  the  '80s. 

KKPORTER  GRAPHIC  BY  JOE  OEFAZR) 


Map  B:  counties  where  Methodism  is  No.  1 


I  Methodist  dominance 


The  United  Methodist  Church  —  combined  with  six 
smaller  Methodist  denominations  —  casts  a  dominant 
shadow  on  374  counties,  according  to  the  Glenmary 
Research  Center  in  Atlanta. 

In  the  counties  marked  in  black,  the  Methodist 
family  is  the  largest  family  of  denominations  and  has 


more  than  25  percent  of  all  church  members. 

United  Methodists  are  by  far  the  largest  member  of 
the  Methodist  family,  but  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church  also  is  quite  strong  in  the  East 
and  the  South. 

REPORTER  GRAPHIC  BY  JOE  DEFAZIO 


Denver  area  churches  threaten 
withholding  over  bishop’s  stance 


DENVER  (RNS)  -  At  least  10  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  Colorado  and 
Wyoming  are  withholding  some  funds  to 
their  annual  conferences  to  show  their 
disapproval  of  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.’s  support  for  ordination  of 
homosexuals. 

And  many  other  churches  in  the  two 
annual  conferences  under  his 
jurisdiction  are  upset  with  his  position, 
church  leaders  say.  Bishop  Wheatley  of 
Denver  presides  over  the  Rocky 
Mountain  and  Yellowstone  annual 
conferences,  which  cover  Colorado, 
Utah,  Wyoming  and  Montana  and 
include  some  120,000  United  Methodists. 

Last  year,  a  church  investigation 
committee  decided  not  to  bring  heresy 
charges  againt  the  Denver  bishop  for 
appointing  an  avowed  homosexual 
pastor  to  a  congregation.  Accusations 
against  him  were  filed  by  the  pastor  and 
89  members  of  three  churches  in 
southern  Georgia,  the  administrative 
board  of  a  congregation  in  Dallas,  and  10 
United  Methodists  in  Boulder,  Colo. 

While  the  decision  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  board  of  inquiry  ended  the  specific 
controversy  over  Bishop  Wheatley’s 
appointment  of  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  to 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Denver,  the  broader 
issue  of  homosexuality  in  the  church  was 
not  resolved.  The  controversy  remains, 
and  some  churches  have  decided  to 
withhold  part  or  all  of  their  annual 
assessments  to  signal  their  dissatisfac¬ 
tion. 

‘Something  needed  to  be  done’ 

“Something  needed  to  be  done  to  get 
the  attention  of  Bishop  Wheatley  and  the 


conference,”  says  Ralph  Newman, 
administrative  board  chairman  of  Rinn 
UMC  near  Longmont,  Colo.  “We  don’t 
believe  his  statement  was  sound 
biblically.” 


In  an  earlier  letter  to  Bishop  Wheatley, 
the  Rinn  congregation  said  members 
voted  unanimously  to  “publicly 
repudiate  and  condemn  (the  bishop’s) 
immoral  statement.  ’ 


LQCAt  '  A 


NEW!  From  Abingdon’s 
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COMMITTED  LOCALLY— LIVING 
GLOBALLY 

By  J.  Harry  Haines 

Presents  a  fresh,  meticulous  appraisal  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church's  evangeli¬ 
cal,  social,  and  missionary  response  to 
the  world,  Dr.  Haines  traces  Metho¬ 
dism's  early  developments  and  outreach. 

He  shares  information  from  his  conver¬ 
sations  with  Christian  leaders  around  the 
world.  He  also  presents  vital  information 
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The  Involvement  of  United  Methodism 
In  Social  Movements  and  Issues 

By  Earl  D.C.  Brewer 

Uses  statistical  evidence  to  highlight  the 

Gjsitive  historical  involvement  of  The 
nited  Methodist  Church  in  the  great 
social  movements  of  the  past  and  pres¬ 
ent.  Dr.  Brewer  discusses  race,  sex, 
politics,  ecology,  and  other  issues  facing 
the  Church.  He  also  calls  for  ecological 
renewal.  A01 -096235.  Paper,  $4.25 
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‘Kindness  made  it  possible’ 

Restoration 
of  building 
becomes  gift 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  -  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  here  was 
literally  all-agio^’  over  the  Christmas 
present  it  received  last  month  —  so 
much  so,  in  fact,  that  it  had  to  share 
that  gift  “with  those  whose  kindness  in 
part  made  it  possible,”  as  the 
announcement  card  read. 

The  “gift”  was  the  restoration,  at  a 
cost  of  $360,000,  of  the  church’s  three- 
story  educational  building.  Built  in 
1915,  the  structure  had  been  closed  and 
unused  for  a  decade. 

But  a  two-year  effort  under  the 
heading  “Project  Trinity”  restored  the 
building  to  full  use.  A  challenge  grant  of 
$150,000  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior  helped  pay  almost  half  the 
cost.  The  church  itself  raised  $92,000. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  gave  $20,000,  and  various 
other  gifts  completed  the  $360,000 
payoff. 

Trinity  pastor  the  Rev.  Emil  Paul 
John  was  the  coordinator  for  “Project 
Trinity.”  In  the  announcement  card, 

Mr.  John  indicated  the  kinds  of  people 
who  each  week  “enter  our  education 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

‘Seeing  the  edges  of  panic9 


building  to  deceive  nurture  of  one  kind 
or  another: 

“•  750  immigrants  (mostly  Spanish¬ 
speaking,  Southeast  Asians  and  Polish) 
for  English-language  instruction  by  a 
professional  staff  of  15. 

”•  350  (mostly  neighborhood 
residents)  for  our  Sunday  soup  kitchen, 
operated  by  20  volunteers. 

“•  250  (mostly  neighborhood)  for  the 
Thrift  Shop  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
run  by  21  volunteers. 

“•  150  day-care  patients  cared  for  by 
a  professional  staff  of  10. 

“•  150  (mostly  teenagers  from  the 


neighborhood)  taking  part  in  the 
Trinity  Arts  Center  .  .  .  directed  by  two 
professionals  and  20  volunteers. 

“•  150  (youth  and  adults  from  the 
neighborhood)  in  a  basketball  program 
supervised  by  10.” 

Mr.  John  ended  his  Christmas 
announcement  card:  “Add  to  these 
numbers  those  who  attend  worship 
services  and  Sunday  School  and  you 
have  a  Christmas  present  that  we  never 
could  have  envisioned,  that  we  still 
can’t  comprehend,  and  that  we  hardly 
expect  to  merit.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


JANUARY  21.  1983 


Educators  hear  warning 


n 


People  in  the  news  . . . 

Pastor's  TV  spots  present  intelligent  Christianity 


^1 


The  Rev.  Bob  ' 

Holmes  has  found 
that  “heavy-handed 
evangelism”  is  not  : 
likely  to  reach  an  j 
unchurched  televi¬ 
sion  audience.  So  he  | 
has  developed  an  al¬ 
ternative:  a  daily, 

90-second  cable  TV 
show  called  “Life  Lifters.” 

Dr.  Holmes,  associate  pastor  at  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Helena,  Mont.,  said  his  cable  TV 
program  which  airs  each  weekday  at 
6:58  a.m.  explores  many  aspects  of 
human  relationships.  “I  quote 
philosophers  and  poets  as  well  as 
theologians,”  he  said.  “I’m  trying  to 
appeal  to  those  unchurched  who  need  to 
be  presented  with  an  intelligent 
Christian  witness. 

“I  am  sometimes  embarrassed  by 
some  of  the  so-called  Christian 
broadcasts  I  see  on  TV.  The  theology 


^bro 


presented  is  so  narrow  and  one-sided,” 
Dr.  Holmes  told  the  Reporter.  “I  think 
the  United  Methodist  Church  would 
appeal  to  many  who  have  gotten  a 
negative  view  of  the  church  through 
television.  Since  the  general  church  is 
not  yet  competing  with  the  TV 
evangelists,  I  decided  to  do  something 
locally.” 

Dr.  Holmes  has  been  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  and  broadcast  enthusiast 
for  nearly  30  years.  He  hosted  a  radio 
feature  in  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  for  several 
years.  The  show,  “Religion  at  the  News 
Desk,”  was  later  picked  up  by  a  local 
station.  Dr.  Holmes  was  also  a  regular 
on  the  now-discontinued  CONNECTION 
radio  series  sponsored  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications. 

The  first  “Life  Lifters”  program 
aired  on  Nov.  17.  He  and  his  volunteer 
crew  tape  a  month’s  worth  of  shows  in 
advance  in  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  and 
send  them  to  KUTV  cable  station  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  The  show  is  seen  in  many 


areas  including  parts  of  Montana, 
Idaho,  Nevada,  Utah  and  Wyoming. 

The  show  costs  about  $175  per  week  to 
produce,  Dr.  Holmes  said.  The  initial 
outlay  was  paid  by  himself  and  the  Rev. 
George  Sanders,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s 
UMC.  The  plan  is  to  run  the  show 
through  May  1983  or  longer  if  they  can 
afford  it.  Dr.  Holmes  said  without 
private  donations  or  interest  shown  by 
the  annual  conference,  the  show  may 
fold. 

“We’ve  gotten  positive  feedback  in 
the  short  time  we’ve  been  on  the  air,” 
he  said.  “I  just  hope  those  donations 
keep  coming  in.  I  think  we  need 
something  like  this.  The  church  has 
something  to  say  to  people  and  I  think 
they’ll  listen  to  our  kind  of  broadcast.” 

Dr.  Holmes  is  a  fifth  generation  United 
Methodist  pastor.  He  and  his  wife, 
Polly,  a'  former  state  legislator,  have 
three  children.  Their  older  son,  Steve, 
is  also  a  United  Methodist  minister. 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTONj 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  —  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  University  Senate,  meeting  for  the 
first  time  in  its  new  structure,  heard  its 
new  president  warn  that  church-related 
higher  education  is  “beginning  to  see  the 
edges  of  panic.” 

Dr.  Samuel  Banks,  president  of 
Dickinson  College  in  Carlisle,  Pa., 
succeeded  to  the  University  Senate 
presidency  last  summer  on  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  Jameson  Jones. 

Dr.  Banks  and  many  others  here,  both 
in  formal  ^discussions  and  in  hallway 
chats,  referred  to  hard  times  facing 
church  colleges,  particularly  as 
competition  intensifies  for  students. 

“It’s  hard  to  maintain  principles  when 
we’re  fighting  for  students,”  Dr.  Banks 
added. 

Succeeding  Dr.  Banks  as  vice 
president  is  Dr.  Roy  Shilling,  president  of 
Southwestern  University  in  Georgetown, 
Texas. 

The  Senate’s  new  structure  has  three 
commissions:  The  Commission  on 
Institutional  Review  chaired  by  Dr.  Tom 
Kim,  president  of  McMurry  College,  in 
Abilene,  Texas;  the  Commission  on 
Black  Colleges,  chaired  by  Dr.  John  T. 
King,  president  of  Huston-Tillotson 
College  in  Austin,  Texas,  and  the 
Commission  on  Theological  Education, 
chaired  by  Dr.  Fred  Blumer,  president  of 
Lycoming  College  in  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Dr.  Blumer  said  his  commission  will 
complete  its  review  of  theological 
seminaries  in  1983.  His  group  caused 
some  concern  last  year  when  it 
recommended  that  some  seminaries  not 
related  to  the  denomination  but 
historically  enrolling  United  Methodist 
ministerial  students  be  removed  from 
the  list  of  “approved”  schools. 

Dr.  Blumer  said  46  schools  remain  to 
be  reviewed.  He  also  said  that  some  of 
them  may  choose  not  to  be  reviewed 
because  their  United  Methodist 
enrollment  has  dropped  or  ceased.  He 


said  that  Bethel  Theological  Seminary  in 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  related  to  the  Swedish 
Covenant  Church,  remains  under  review, 
and  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School 
in  Deerfield,  Ill.,  related  to  the 
Evangelical  Free  Church,  is  approved. 

The  University  Senate  approved  the 


request  by  Lawrence  University  of 
Appleton,  Wis.,  to  be  removed  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  affiliation.  A  similar 
request  by  Village  Academy  in 
Philadelphia,  described  as  an  alternate 
high  school,  was  deferred. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


(  the  church  today . . . 


Agencies  to  sponsor 
peace/justice  seminar 

MADISON,  N.J.  -  Current 
international  issues  will  be  explored 
during  a  five-day  seminar  for  clergy  and 
laity,  entitled  “Peace  with  Justice," 
beginning  Jan.  31  on  the  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Drew  University  campus 
here. 

The  seminar  is  sponsored  by  the  Drew 
Theological  School  in  conjunction  with 
the  United  Methodist  Archives  and 
History  Center  on  the  Drew  campus  and 
the  United  Methodist  United  Nations 
Seminars  on  International  Affairs. 

Participants  will  spend  one  day  with 
the  archives  and  history  center  staff 
examining  United  Methodist  historical 
involvement  in  international  issues. 
They  also  will  spend  two  days  at  the  UN 
plaza  in  New  York  City,  where  they  will 
meet  resource  people  studying  current 
international  issues. 

Task  force  uses 
membership  data 

DAYTON  —  A  national  United  Method¬ 
ist  task  force  on  new  church  development 
is  using  data  from  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  study  that  shows  United  Methodist 
adherents  in  the  U.S.  total  an  estimated 
11,552,111  or  5.1  percent  of  the  U.S. 
population. 

The  information  further  shows  United 
Methodists  compose  10.3  percent  of  112.5 
million  adherents  of  Christian  and 
Jewish  groups  that  supplied  facts  for  the 


study  entitled  “Churches  and  Church 
Membership  in  the  United  States  1980.” 
As  another  of  its  tasks,  the  task  force  is 
using  a  map  —  based  on  material  from 
the  study  —  showing  United  Methodist 
density  according  to  counties  (see  maps 
and  stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 
Clark  College  receives 
insurance  grant 

ATLANTA  —  Aetna  Life  and  Casualty 
Foundation  has  given  United  Methodist- 
related  Clark  College  here  $255,000  to 
help  improve  curriculum  and  train 
faculty  in  computer  instruction  for  its 
Department  of  Business  Administration 
and  Economics. 

Clark  College  is  one  of  several 
historically  black  colleges  receiving  such 
grants  from  Aetna. 

Insurance  program  gives 
risk-reduction  grants 

EVANSTON  (UMNS)  -  More  than 
$48,000  has  been  granted  to  27  United 
Methodist  churches  in  16  states  to  help 
them  reduce  risk  of  loss  from  fire  or 
other  casualty. 

Funds  for  the  grants  come  from  the 
United  Methodist  Insurance  Trust,  a 
feature  of  the  church  insurance  program 
sponsored  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  trust  receives  its 
funds  from  churches  and  institutions 
which  donate  all  or  a  portion  of  the 
annual  dividend  they  receive  from 
participation  in  the  insurance  program. 


Bicentennial  Minutes 

128  years  ago:  EUB’s  to  Africa 


On  January  23,  1855,  W.  J.  Shuey,  D.  C.  Kumler,  and  D.  K.  Flickinger  sailed  for 
Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa,  to  establish  the  African  Mission  for  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  These  early  endeavors  were  emminently  fruitful.  By  1869,  their  work  was 
successfully  passed  to  the  hands  of  a  national,  J.  A.  Williams,  thus  assuring  the 
capability  of  African  Nationals  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  Church  in  their  native 
lands,  tongues,  and  customs. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  With  this  issue  the  Reporter  continues  its  series  of 
“Bicentennial  Minutes.”  These  short  items,  drawn  from  United  Methodist  history, 
will  appear  in  the  first  and  third  issues  of  every  month  during  1983  to  develop 
historical  awareness  as  United  Methodism's  bicentennial  year  —  1984  — 
approaches. 

The  items  were  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Swantner  of  Rantoul,  Ill.  He  said 
they  will  be  drawn  from  across  the  country,  from  Maine  to  California. 


Has  The  United 
Methodist  Church 
lost  its  spiritual 
moorings? 


Missionary: 


United  Methodist  succeeds  with  Colombian 
Indians  without  destroying  their  culture 


Drifted  Astray 

Returning  the  Church  to 
Witness  and  Ministry 

by  Ira  Gallaway 

“Are  we,”  asks  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  Gallaway,  “so 
locked  into  liberal  theology  that 
we  are  intolerant  in  attitude 
toward  other  options  in  theolo¬ 
gy  and  Christian  experience?” 
The  answer,  says  Gallaway,  is 
yes.  And  in  this  stunning  book, 
he  carefully  documents  how  the 
mainline  Church  has  "drifted 
astray.” 

Sure  to  be  controversial.  Drifted 
Astray  is  of  importance  to  any¬ 
one  concerned  about  the  future 
of  the  mainline  church. 

$6.95,  paper 


Order  from  your 

CoKesbury  Bookstore  or  Service  Center 

Abingdon 

Press 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  -  Bruce  Olson,  a  tall, 
willowy,  fair-haired  man  of  41  years, 
speaks  humbly  of  his  22  years’  work  as 
an  independent  missionary  in  primitive 
Indian  villages  of  Colombia  and 
Venezuela. 

Mr.  Olson  lives  with  the  Motilone 
(“short  hair”)  Indians,  sharing  a 
communal  hut  in  one  village.  The 
Motilones  were  once  the  fiercest  tribe  in 
the  valleys  of  South  America.  Until  22 
years  ago  they  were  also  a  transient 
people  who  moved  their  camps  wherever 
food  was  plentiful,  fought  with 
neighboring  tribes  and  greeted  white 
missionaries  with  violent  opposition. 

Today,  he  says,  the  Motilones  are 
known  as  the  “vanguard  of  the  South 
American  tribes.”  They  have  permanent 
villages,  thanks  to  increased  agricultural 
technology.  There  is  preventive 
medicine,  with  17  Motilone  nurses 
working  in  village  hospitals.  And  each 
night  the  people  in  the  villages  encircle  a 
campfire  and  “celebrate  their  new-found 
life  in  Jesus  Christ,”  Mr.  Olson  said. 

A  youthful  United  Methodist  layman 
and  independent  missionary  financed  by 
para-church  organizations  and  local 
churches  in  several  cities,  Mr.  Olson 
returned  to  the  U.S.  to  speak  to  the  UM- 
related  Council  on  Evangelism  meeting 
here  Jan.  3-5. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter,  Mr. 
Olson  recounted  his  initial  interest  in 
missionary  work  and  his  first  journey  to 
South  America.  His  father  was 
Norwegian,  his  mother  Swedish,  and  he 
lived  in  Scandanavia  until  his  parents 
moved  to  Minnesota  when  he  was  a 
young  boy. 

At  his  request  during  our  interview,  we 
had  lunch  at  McDonald’s,  where  he  had 
his  first-ever  fast  food  hamburger  and 
milk  shake.  Several  times  during  the 
conversation  he  reverted  to  Motilone  or 
Spanish.  He  apologized,  explaining  that 
he  had  not  acclimated  to  being  back  in 
this  country.  He  said  he  is  looking 
forward  to  visiting  his  mother  in 
Minnesota  but  is  anxious  to  get  back  to 
his  people  —  the  Motilones. 

Other  missionaries  had  failed 

Mr.  Olson  studied  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota  during  the  early  1960s.  A 
trained  linguist,  he  became  especially 
interested  in  the  South  American 
Indians.  “I  felt  the  Lord  was  blessing  me 
with  the  knowledge  and  the  will  to  go  and 
minister  to  the  Indians.  I  knew  that  other 
missionaries  had  failed  there,  but  I  felt  if 
I  could  show  them  the  love  of  Jesus  in 


each  other,  my  work  would  be  done 
there.” 

With  this  knowledge,  Mr.  Olson 
garnered  support  from  several  local 
churches  and  in  1964,  at  age  19,  made  his 
first  trip  into  the  jungles  along  the 
Venezuelan-Colombian  border. 

After  several  months  studying  and 
living  with  the  docile  Yuko  Indian  tribe, 
Mr.  Olson  hired  a  guide  and  started  down 
the  mountains  on  the  tortuous  trail  to  the 
Motilone  villages.  En  route  his 
entourage  was  ambushed  and  Mr.  Olson 
was  carried  back  to  the  Yuko  village  with 
a  Motilone  arrow  in  his  leg. 

A  few  months  later  Mr.  Olson  was 
contacted  by  the  Colombian  government. 
The  officials  asked  him  to  help  establish 
communications  between  the  Motilones 
and  the  Colombian  authorities.  A 
measles  epidemic  was  threatening  the 
area  near  the  Motilones’  home  and  they 
would  have  to  be  vaccinated  in  order  to 
stave  off  widespread  disease.  Mr.  Olson 
once  again  made  his  way  down  the 
mountain. 

This  time  he  received  a  cautious 
welcome  from  the  Motilones  because  so 
many  of  the  villages  were  contracting 
measles  and  dying  and  they  wanted  help. 
Mr.  Olson  befriended  a  tribal  leader, 
Bobrishora,  who  introduced  him  to  the 
village  medicine  man.  Mr.  Olson  told  the 
medicine  man  that  he  could  teach  him 
how  to  vaccinate  the  Motilones  to  protect 
them  from  measles.  The  medicine  man 
followed  the  procedure  and  vaccinated 
the  people  with  Mr.  Olson's  assistance. 
And  that,  as  he  told  the  Reporter,  is  how 
he  won  their  trust  and  respect. 


Independent  UM  missionary 
Bruce  Olson. 

STAFF  PHOTO  BY  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Don’t  try  to  ‘westernize’  people 

At  the  evangelism  meeting,  Mr.  Olson 
recounted  his  encounter  with  the 
medicine  man  to  participate.  He  said 
that  an  important  aspect  of  his  ministry 
was  a  determination  to  work  within  the 
framework  of  a  given  culture,  not  to 
disrupt  and  attempt  to  “westernize” 
jungle  people. 

“The  medicine  man  is  the  one  who 
heals  in  the  Indian  culture.  If  he  loses  the 
respect  of  his  people  by  allowing 
someone  else  to  come  in  and  do  what  he 
cannot,  he  must  eliminate  that  outsider,” 
Mr.  Olson  said.  “Part  of  your  evangelism 
should  be  to  work  with  people  where  they 
are.” 

Mr.  Olson  is  fluent  in  13  languages  and 
communicates  easily  with  government 
leaders  in  Colombia.  He  spent  several 
years  recording  the  Motilone  language 
and  became  an  advocate  for  the  Indians 
in  government  affairs.  He  and  others 
concerned  with  the  civil  and  human 
rights  of  the  Indians  have  persuaded 
government  officials  to  work  with  the 
culture  of  the  tribes  rather  than  try  to 
destroy  it  and  make  them  conform. 

Today  there  are  10  schools  in  Motilone 
territory,  Mr.  Olson  said.  The  schools  use 
12  textbooks  written  about  their 
universe,  heroes,  and  expectations. 
Other  texts  illustrate  personal  hygiene, 
first  aid  and  agriculture. 

The  Motilones  now  take  the  Gospel  to 
other  tribes.  They  have  become 
reconciled  with  local  land  settlers, 
formerly  enemies,  he  said.  The  settlers 
send  their  children  to  the  bilingual 
Motilone  schools  and  operate  a  food 
cooperative  with  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Olson  told  the  reporter  that  his  life 
with  the  Motilones  combines  old  and  new 
traditions  of  their  culture.  While  he  dons 
sturdy  khaki  pants  and  cotton  shirts, 
most  of  the  Motilones  still  prefer  their 
native  loin  cloths  and  sarongs.  Together, 
they  dine  on  monkey  meat  and  grub 
worms,  but  they  also  have  com  and  other 
staples  to  insure  a  more  balanced  diet. 

Jesus  is  part  of  their  tribe 

“They  do  not  sing  “What  a  Friend  we 
have  in  Jesus,’  ”  he  said.  “They  have 
their  own  songs  of  Jesus  as  the  great 
leader  who  walks  the  trail  beyond  the 
horizon.  Jesus  is  not  a  blond-haired,  blue¬ 
eyed  outsider.  To  the  Motilones  He  is 
their  leader,  a  part  of  their  tribe  wh6 
walks  with  them,  in  whose  steps  they 
follow  in  order  to  find  God.” 

He  said  the  Motilones  believe  that  the 
banana  stalk  holds  a  special  message.  He 
said  they  call  the  Bible  "God’s  banana 


stalk.”  Mr.  Olson  is  working  on 
translating  the  New  Testament  into  the 
Motilone  language. 

Mr.  Olson  has  been  decorated  by  the 
government  of  Colombia  and  recognized 
by  the  Venezuelan  government.  He  has 
been  friends  with  four  presidents  in  both 
countries,  yet  he  speaks  self-effacingly  of 
his  own  contribution  to  the  advancement 
of  the  Motilone  people.  He  visits  the  U.S. 
about  once  every  two  years;  when  he 
does,  he  has  one  thing  to  say  to 
evangelists  who  come  to  hear  him: 

“You  cannot  minister  to  people  from 


behind  a  desk,  and  you  do  not  show  the 
love  of  God  by  disrupting  a  culture.  Jesus 
Christ  taught  us  to  love  and  respect  and  to 
make  people  see  God  incarnate  in  us  all. 
That  is  what  I  have  tried  to  do,  and  the 
Motilones  have  responded.” 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  f*1* 
Cross-Stitch  Bookmark  9x2'A"  g. 

Kit  contains:  f 

•  Aida  cloth  $3-50  ' 

•  N  «*</!#  (MN  residaota 

•  Cotton  floss  add  6%  •■“) 

•  Instructions 

NANCY  DESIGNS  Bloomington.  MN  55437 


HUGE  PIPE  ORGAN  FOR  SALE 
The  Hug* *  Orgon  of  First  United  Methodlit  Church,  lot 
Ang*l*t  It  up  for  tol*  (ipoclol  orrong*m*nt  to  another 
UMC).  One-of-a-kind.  church  orcheitral-typ*  Austin  or¬ 
gan.  built  In  1923  with  if  ranks,  4  divisions.  b*llt,  percus¬ 
sions.  Toned  for  a  large  building.  New  owner  mutt  provide 
lor  removal  and  storage,  completed  by  March  1.  Call  or 
writ*  Immediately  to  Ruth  Helnlck*  or  Rev.  Mil  Miller,  Flrtt 
UMC.  *13  S.  Hop*  St..  Lot  Angolet,  CA  90017.  (213)  *29- 
1SQ2. 


Unusual  China  Tour 

Sightseeing  and  studying  religion  and  minoriliet.  Son 
Froncisco.  Hong  Kong.  Guangzhou.  Guilin,  Kunming. 
Chengdu,  Beijing,  Tokyo,  ond  return.  Experienced 
lour  leaders  Rito  and  Hermon  Will,  have  led  tours  lo 
Chino,  Europe.  South  America.  Cuba.  Africa.  9/23/83 
to  10/10/83.  $3,165.  103  Centrol.  Gaithersburg.  MO 
20877,  (301)  869-1884. 


They're  special... 


I  f'dl  LVt  ■  ST  V  A 

United  Methodism's  Programs  on 


AFRICA 

You  can  work  with  African 
Christians  by  giving  to  one  of 
these  Advance  Specials  related 
to  the  African  Church  Growth 
and  Development  Special 
Programs: 

•  General  (008233-0  H-T) 

•  Leadership  development 
(008233-P  B-T) 

•  Evangelism  (008233-0  A-T) 

•  Establishment  of  new 
churches,  repairs  to  damaged 
churches  (008233-0  A-N 


WORLD  HUNGER 

You  can  fight  world  hunger  in 
the  name  of  Christ  by  giving 
to  any  project  related  to  the 
World  Hunger  Special 
Program  —  in  such  areas  as: 

•  food  production 

•  public  policy 

•  leadership  training 

•  lifestyle  issues 

•  economic  development 

•  research  and  alleviation  of 
poverty. 

(All  World  Hunger  Special  projects 
have  code  numbers  beginning  with 
"985. ") 


You  may  send  your  Advance  gift  through  your  conference  treasurer 
or,  if  your  conference  permits,  directly  to  the  Treasurer,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Room  1439,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  NY  10115. 
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°mference  Calendar 

February 

MONTH-LONG  EMPHASIS  ON  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 


1  Pastor-Parish  Training  by  Satellite,  7:00  p.m.  (for  pastors) 

3  Centenary  Church  Council,  Shreveport,  9:30  a.m. 

Conference  Entertainment  Committee  Meeting,  Shreveport,  1:30  p.m. 

5  Local  Preacher’s  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m. -5:00  p.m. 

6  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Sunday 

8  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Task  Force  ( Laity ) ,  Headquarters  Building, 
9:00a.m. 

7-10  Minister’s  Week,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas 
11-12  UMW  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  Alexandria 

12  Local  Preacher’s  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a. m.-5:00  p.m. 

13  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District  Conference,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Baton  Rouge,  3:00  p.m. 

Monroe  District  Conference,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop,  3:00  p.m. 
Human  Relations  Day  Offering 
13-20  Brotherhood  Week 
16  Ash  Wednesday 

17-19  Inter-Ethnic  Minority  Convocation,  Dunfey  Hotel,  Dallas 

19  CCOM  Budget  Meeting,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 

10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Local  Preacher’s  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m. -5:00  p.m. 

20  First  Sunday  in  Lent 

21-23  Support  Systems  Consultation,  Erlinger,  Kentucky 

24  Board  Meeting,  Methodist  Home  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  10:00  a.m. 

25  Pre-Retirement  Workshop,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 

10:00a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

26  Local  Preacher’s  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m. -5: 00  p.m. 

27  United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday 
Second  Sunday  in  Lent 

Ruston  District  Conference,  Haynesville,  3:00  p.m. 

New  Orleans/Houma  District  Conference,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Houma,  3:00  p.m. 

28  Deadline  for  Districts  to  recommend  for  Deacon/Elders  Orders 

SMU Provost  to  Keynote 


Perkins9 Laity  Week 


Three  major  lectures  by  Southern 
Methodist  University  Provost  Hans  J. 
Hillerbrand  will  highlight  Perkins’  Laity 
Week  February  10-12  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

Hillerbrand,  a  noted  Reformation 
scholar,  will  speak  on  “Martin  Luther 
and  the  Reformation  Legacy.’’ 

A  broad  array  of  courses  and  seminars 
will  also  be  a  part  of  the  week,  which 
annually  draws  laypersons  from  across 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  event 
provides  serious  study  for  non-clergy 
persons  of  issues  ranging  from 
evangelism  to  church  music  to  books  of 
the  Bible. 

Seminars  and  workshops  are  taught  by 
faculty  members  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  from  the  scholarly  prespective 


Hear  Ye!  Hear  Ye! 

Centenary  College’s 
1983  High  School  Weekend 
will  be  held 
February  26-27 

for  high  school  juniors  and  seniors. 
Activities  include: 

Welcome  by  President  Donald  Webb 
Faculty  Reception 
Activity  Fair 
Financial  Aid  Workshop 
Concert  by  the  Centenary  College  Choir 
$100  Hunt 

Sorority  and  Fraternity  Open  Houses 
Dormitory  Lodging 
and 

Much,  Much  more 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 
John  Lambert 
Director  of  Admissions  & 
Financial  Aid 
Centenary  College 
P.O.Box  4188 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  71104 
(318)  869-5131 


Appointments  Announced 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
announced  the  following 
appointments  effective  January  15, 
1983. 

Deborah  Drash-Carroll  as  Associate 
Minister,  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
La. 

Paul  Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.  as  Associate 
Minister,  Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Shreveport,  La. 
Lawrence  L.  Gilbert  as  Associate 
Minister,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bossier  City,  La. 

Gordon  Lamar  Smith,  Sr.  as  pastor  of 
Quitman-I%ith  Charge,  Ruston 
District. 


of  their  own  particular  disciplines. 

Keynoter  Hillerbrand,  a  specialist  in 
intellectual  history,  came  to  SMU  as 
provost  and  vice  president  for  Academic 
Affairs  in  1981. 

He  is  the  author  of  eleven  books  and 
numerous  articles  and  reviews.  He  is 
past  president  of  the  American  Society 
for  Reformation  Research,  former 
director  of  the  Journal  of  the  History  of 
Ideas,  former  editor  of  the  Archive  for 
Reformation  History,  and  a  former 
consultant  to  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Humanities. 

He  earned  his  doctorate  in  intellectual 
history  from  the  University  of  Erlangen, 
Germany,  in  1957.  He  was  also  awarded 
an  honorary  LL.D.  degree  from  Montclair 
State  College  in  1978. 

To  register  for  Perkins’  Laity  Week  or 
for  more  information,  contact  the 
Continuing  Education  Office,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas, 
75275,  (214  )  692-2251. 


Church  Board 
Sponsors 

Internship  Program 

Written  by  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  sponsoring  another  Ethnic 
Minority  Youth  and  Young  Adult 
Internship  Program  in  Washington,  D.C. 
on  June  13  through  August  5,  1983.  The 
program  will  bring  together  youth  and 
young  adult  college  students  to 
participate  in  work  in  U.  S. 
Congressional  offices,  with  committees 
and  other  governmental  agencies  in  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  other 
non-governmental  social  action 
organizations. 

The  program  will  generate  a  weekly 
informal  get-together  with  staff  persons 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
share  experiences  during  their 
internship.  The  sessions  will  also  include 
debriefing,  speakers,  and  related 
activities. 

The  participants  shall  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  return  to  their  local  churches 
and  Annual  Conferences  and  become 
leaders  and  enablers  in  the  strengthening 
of  the  outreach  ministry  of  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  local  churches,  especially  in  their 
Christian  witness  of  social,  economic  and 
public  policy  issues.  When  the  program 
is  completed  the  names  and  other  perti¬ 
nent  information  will  be  sent  to  pastors, 
district  superintendents  and  other 
persons  on  the  local  church  and 
conference  levels. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  will 
provide  round  trip  transportation 
expenses,  housing,  and  $875  for  living 
expenses  for  the  eight  week  experience. 

You  may  contact  the  office  of  Director 
of  Special  Ministries  for  an  application 
which  must  be  submitted  by  February 
15,  1983,  at  P.  O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70821  or  (504  )  346-1646. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 


The  First  to  Pay  100%  in 
1983  Apportionments 

The  Reverend  Wallace  P.  Blackwood,  pastor  of  the  Greensburg  United  :• 
v  Methodist  Church,  Greensburg,  is  presenting  a  check  to  his  District  •: 

Superintendent,  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District.  The  :• 
j:  check  pays  in  full  all  of  the  1983  apportionments  for  the  Greensburg  Church  to  •: 
$  the  Louisiana  Conference.  •: 

•j:  For  five  consecutive  years  while  the  Reverend  Blackwood  was  pastor  of  Lake  :• 

Providence  United  Methodist  Church,  the  church  paid  100%  on  all 
§  apportionments  at  the  beginning  of  each  year  in  January.  £ 

s  Former  Governor  McKeithen  to  | 
Address  Methodist  Men 

j:  The  United  Methodist  Men  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette,  >: 

•I  Louisiana  wishes  to  announce  that  Louisiana’s  Former  Governor,  the  * 
£  Honorable  John  J.  McKeithen  has  accepted  a  recent  invitation  to  speak  to  the  $ 
••  men’s  club  on  March  24, 1983.  >: 

•*  All  men  and  their  wives  in  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District  are  invited  to  * 
£  attend  the  Methodist  Men’s  Meeting  at  6:30  p.m.  with  supper  provided.  First 
•:  United  Methodist  Church  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Lee  Avenue  and  Main 
:•  Street,  Lafayette.  :■ 

•:  The  Reverend  W.  O.  Lynch.  Jr.,  is  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  :j 

ji  Lafayette.  j: 

I  A  Selection  of  Gospel  Favorites  j 

:j  The  Reverend  Kenneth  McLaurin  Fisher,  pastor  of  St.  Mark  United  • 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  has  recorded  an  album  of  gospel  favorites.  : 
Entitled  “Reverend  Kenneth  Fisher  Sings  the  Old  and  the  New,"  the  album  will  ; 
>:  feature  such  gospel  standards  as  “You’ll  Never  Walk  Alone."  "Exodus,’’  j 
•j;  "Touch  Somebody’s  Life,”  “I  Believe,"  and  two  of  his  own  compositions.  "Just  : 
As  You  Are"  and  "Jesus  Is  All  It  Takes."  ■ 

The  Reverend  Fisher  is  director  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Area  Chorus  and  is  a  : 
£  member  of  Heritage,  a  group  organized  to  perpetuate  and  preserve  the  Negro  ; 
£  Spirituals. 

|  St.  Francisville  UMC  Begins  Renovations 


The  St.  Francisville  United  Methodist  Church  has  begun  construction  on  the 
remodeling  of  the  present  educational  building  and  the  addition  of  a  fellowship 
hall,  pastor's  study,  kitchen,  and  parlor.  This  project  is  scheduled  for  com¬ 
pletion  by  April.  The  building  committee,  under  the  direction  of  Edward  Daniel 
and  Irma  Bickham  and  with  the  full  support  of  the  congregation  and  the  pastor. 
The  Rev.  Harold  B.  Babin,  has  initiated  the  project  and  all  are  eagerly  awaiting 
the  completion. 

Sights,  Sounds,  and  Smells  of  Christmas 

Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church.  New  Orleans,  held  its  third  annual 
"Sights.  Sounds,  and  Smells  of  Christmas"  in  December  1982  under  the 
direction  of  Ms.  Lucille  Franklin.  The  highly  successful  program,  which 
;  involved  the  entire  congregation  and  guests,  included  a  covered  dish  dinner. 

:  followed  by  Christmas  crafts,  a  children's  program  and  carol  singing. 

The  Reverend  Leland  D.  Wade  is  pastor  of  Carrollton  United  Methodist 
'  Church. 


Around  The  Conference 


•£  Pictured  are  members  of  the 
£  UMYF  of  Love  Chapel  United 
•:  Methodist  Church.  Haughton. 
£  Louisiana  who  pledged  $250  to  the 
•j  Youth  Service  Fund,  but  actually 
£  raised  $300  to  give  to  the  Fund. 

£  The  group  raised  this  money 
through  a  variety  of  moneymaking 
projects  and  challenge  all  of  the 
•:!  UMYF  groups  in  the  Louisiana  Con- 
£:  ference  to  also  support  the  Youth 
Service  Fund. 

£  The  Reverend  Douglas  L.  Cain  is 
pastor  at  Love  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church. 


UMYF  of  Love  Chapel  Give  to  Youth  Service  Fund 
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Subscription  Time  for  Conference  P aper 

More  than  375,000  United  Methodist  homes  across  the  nation  have  found  that  there 
is  only  one  way  to  obtain  conference,  national  and  international  news  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion  in  a  single  publication:  The  United  Methodist  Reporter.  The  Louisiana  edition 
of  the  Reporter  is  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

Clergy  and  laity  are  urged  to  subscribe  to  the  conference  paper  in  order  to  be  better 
informed  of  conference  programs,  training  opportunities  and  local  church  news. 
Administrative  Boards  in  several  churches  have  voted  to  purchase  gift  subscriptions 
for  key  leaders  in  their  church.  Suggested  recipients  would  include  the 
Administrative  Board  chairperson.  Council  on  Ministries  chairperson,  Work  Area 
chairperson,  and  church  school  teachers.  Other  churches  have  opted  to  subscribe  for 
all  the  members  of  the  Administrative  Board  and  Council  on  Ministries.  Thirteen 
churches  in  Louisiana  now  use  the  local  edition  version  of  the  paper  allowing  the  local 
church  to  fill  the  front  page  of  the  paper  with  local  church  news,  which  goes  to  every 
member  of  the  church.  The  great  advantage  of  the  local  edition  is  that  each  member 
is  informed  weekly  of  news  related  to  his  or  her  own  church,  plus  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  national  news  related  to  United  Methodists. 

A  one  year  subscription  for  the  paper  (52  issues)  will  be  $8  for  1983.  Each  pastor  has 
subscription  forms  available  or  you  may  use  the  one  below. 

^  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -j 

I  Please  enter  my  subscription  for  1  year  fo  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  j 
I  Reporter. 

|  Please  check  one:  This  is  a  new  subscription  This  is  a  renewal 

I  (Please  Print)  j 

I  NAME _ | 

1  I 

ADDRESS _ _ _  I 

|  I 

CITY  _ STATE _ ZIP _ I 

I 

NAME  OF  CHURCH  _ DISTRICT  -  I 

YOUR  PRIMARY  AREA  OF  SERVICE  I 

!  (TITLE)  IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH  _ I 

I  PLEASE  CHECK  ONE :  Clergy  Laity  ; 

|  Return  to  your  local  church  office,  pastor,  LUM  agent,  collection  plate  or  The 
I  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter  office,  P.  O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  j 

I  Louisiana  70821.  j 

1  The  gift  that  keeps  on  coming  for  52  weeks  and  only  costs  $8.00.  | 

!  Send  a  subscription  of  your  church  paper  to  a  friend  or  two.  j 


Conference  Planned  for  Lay  Leaders 


Conference  and  district  lay  leaders  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  will  gather 
at  the  Center  for  Christian  Renewal,  7501 
Northwest  Expressway,  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma  for  a  training  event,  March  12- 
13,  1983.  This  will  be  the  second  such 
event  this  quadrennium,  the  first  having 
been  in  1980. 

Highlights  of  the  program  will  include 
Leonard  Miller,  General  Council  on 
Ministries  staff,  as  keynote  speaker 
bringing  plans  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  its  Bi-centennial.  Neil 
Alexander,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  with  responsibility  for  lay 
ministries,  will  lead  a  session  on 
legislative  proposals  for  the  General 
Conference. 

The  Saturday  evening  session  will 
include  a  panel  discussion  on  the 
relationship  between  the  bishop  and 
conference  lay  leader-district 
superintendent  and  district  lay  leaders. 
John  Wesley  Hardt,  Resident  Bishop  of 
the  Oklahoma  Area  will  participate  in 
this  session  as  well  as  Don  Renshaw, 


District  Superintendent  of  the  Paris- 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas  District.  The 
event  will  close  with  a  special  lay 
worship  service. 

Registrations  should  be  sent  to  the 
Jurisdiction  Office,  8035  ERL  Thornton 
Freeway,  Suite  408,  Dallas,  Texas,  75228. 
Deadline  is  February  15,  1983.  The  cost  is 
$40  for  lodging  and  meals.  For  those 
arriving  on  Friday,  March  11.  lodging 
and  breakfast  will  be  available  for  an 
extra  fee  of  $12.  Information  has  been 
mailed  to  area  bishops  as  well  as 
conference  lay  leaders  for  distribution  to 
district  lay  leaders 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Association  of  Conference  Lay  Leaders  is 
sponsoring  this  event.  Frances  Dickson, 
Missouri  West  Conference  Lay  Leader,  is 
president  of  this  group.  Vice-President  is 
Vernon  Mills,  New  Mexico  Conference 
and  Hank  Carroll.  Central  Texas 
Conference  is  secretary.  For  further 
information  contact  the  Jurisdiction 
Office.  Dr.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive 
Secretary. 


Dillard  University  Sells 
Flint-Goodridge  Hospital 


Dillard  University  has  entered  into  a 
preliminary  agreement  to  sell  Flint- 
Goodridge  Hospital  to  the  Westbank 
Medical  Center,  Ltd.,  according  to  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of 
Dillard. 

Dillard’s  Board  of  Trustees,  sometime 
ago,  decided  to  sell  Flint-Goodridge 
Hospital. 

Cook  said,  “The  sale  is  contingent  upon 
Westbank  procuring  the  consent  of  the 
necessary  authorities  to  a  transfer  of  the 
right  to  operate  the  hospital  as  a  general 
hospital  at  its  present  location.  No  date 
for  the  Act  of  Sale  or  transfer  of 
ownership  has  been  set.  ’  ’ 

The  buyers  announced  that  they  intend 
to  operate  the  hospital  as  it  is  and  agree 
to  do  their  best  to  retain  employees  in 
their  current  positions. 

“Current  transactions  involving 
Westbank  Medical  Center,  Ltd.,  will 
make  it  possible  to  continue  to  provide 
medical  care  to  Flint-Goodridge 
constituents  and  to  maintain  its  presence 
in  the  community."  Cook  said. 

According  to  Cook,  through  the  years, 
Dillard,  through  direct  subsidies,  grants, 
and  loans,  has  supported  Flint- 
Goodridge  Hospital.  The  hospital  has 
cost  Dillard  approximately  $2  million 
during  the  past  year  or  so.  "The  support 
has  been  total  —  extending  far  beyond 
the  financial." 

“We  have  negotiated  with  a  number  of 
groups,  over  the  past  several  months, 
interested  in  the  purchase  of  the  hospital. 


We  have  given  everybody  an 
opportunity." 

Cook  pointed  out  that  for  more  than  a 
year  and  a  half,  Dillard  has  attempted  to 
negotiate  a  sale  with  a  group  of  local 
black  physicians.  It  has  given  them 
every  opportunity  to  purchase  the 
hospital.  He  said,  "Indeed,  we  have 
given  them  preferential  treatment  in 
their  quest  to  buy  the  hospital.  However, 
the  black  doctors  were  unable  to  arrange 
successful  financing." 

Since  October,  1981,  Dillard  University 
has  managed  the  hospital  through  its 
own  internal  management  team, 
according  to  Cook.  Charles  C.  Teamer, 
Dillards  Vice  President  for  Fiscal 
Affairs,  served  as  the  hospital’s  chief 
executive  officer  during  that  period.  “We 
have  made  tremendous  progress  in 
introducing  managerial  efficiency, 
economy  and  stability  in  the  operation  of 
the  hospital,"  Cook  said. 

He  emphasized  that  Dillard  is  in  the 
field  of  higher  education  and  must  devote 
its  resources  to  it.  “Hospital 
administration  is  no  longer  a  priority  of 
Dillard  University."  he  said. 

Cook  concluded.  “Flint-Goodridge  has 
a  proud,  glorious  and  honorable 
tradition.  Westbank  Medical  Center, 
through  its  operation  of  the  hospital  in  its 
present  location,  will  continue  that  great 
tradition." 

"We  are  grateful  for  the  support  of  the 
employees  of  Flint-Goodridge  Hospital, 
staff  physicians,  and  the  general  New 
Orleans  Community,"  he  said. 
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We  should  resist  with  ‘our  best’ 
pressure  to  compromise  quality 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


During  the  1950’s  a  story  was  told  of  a 
product  invented  by  an  American  and 
'Made  in  the  U.S.A.”  The  punch  line  was 
that  the  next  day  the  Russians  claimed 
credit  for  it  and  the  following  day  the 
Japanese  were  mass-producing  it. 

The  truth  beneath  the  humor  was  a 
kind  of  justifiable  pride  in  the  quality  of 
American  ingenuity  and  workmanship. 

Unfortunately,  "Made  in  America” 
can  no  longer  be  equated  with  "number 
one”  in  quality.  And  many  once-proud 
American  industries  are  suffering  from 
foreign  competition. 

This  shift  is  dramatically  illustrated  by 
"Ma  Bell’s”  recent  decision  to  lower  the 
quality  and  reliability  of  her  telephones 
in  order  to  remain  competitive  in  price. 
According  to  “Electronics”  magazine, 
"Americans,  accustomed  to  phones  that 
seem  to  last  forever,  will  have  to  revise 
their  thinking.”  The  average  service  life 
of  a  telephone  will  shrink  from  20  years 
to  five. 

American  Telephone  and  Telegraph, 
having  lost  its  virtual  monopoly  on 
telephone  equipment,  cannot  be  faulted 
for  wanting  to  sell  more  telephones.  But 
it  is  a  sad  commentary  on  our  life  and 
times  that  another  traditional  symbol  of 
quality  and  durability  will  soon  be 
displaced  by  "planned  obsolescence.” 

Even  more  lamentable  is  the  fact  that 
similar  compromises  of  quality  can  be 
observed  in  virtually  every  sector  of  our 
society.  A  much  higher  value  is  now 
placed  on  any  number  of  goals  —  such  as 
sales,  profits,  “cutting  corners”  to  save 
time  or  money,  or  "just  getting  by”  — 
than  on 4  ‘doing  our  best.  ” 

Nor  is  the  devaluation  of  quality 
limited  to  the  marketplace.  It  can  be 
seen  all  around  us,  even  among 
Christians:  in  the  frustration  felt  by 
persons  whose  achievements  do  not 
match  their  God-given  abilities;  in  the 
despair  of  couples  who  have  not  worked 
as  they  should  to  make  their  marriages 
succeed;  or  in  the  lethargy  that  sets  in 
when  members  of  a  congregation  forget 
their  commitment  to  “give  of  your  best 
to  the  Master.” 

Christians  have  a  special  obligation  to 
combat  this  trend  because  it  is 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


fundamentally  at  odds  with  the  teachings 
of  our  Lord.  His  parable  of  the  talents 
(Matthew  25: 14-30)  is  but  one  example  of 
a  consistent  New  Testament  outlook:  In 
whatever  we  do,  we  are  to  do  it  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  to  the  very  best  of  the 
abilities  God  has  entrusted  to  us. 
Consequently,  when  we  sacrifice  quality 
for  any  reason,  it  is  at  the  expense  of 
something  precious:  our  integrity  as 
persons  called  by  God  to  "be  perfect  as 
your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect.”  In  a 
real  sense,  when  we  compromise  our 
quality  standards,  we  also  compromise 
our  relationship  with  God. 

Is  it  possible  for  Christians  to  do  more 
than  wring  our  hands  and  lament  the 
trend  in  our  society  to  de-value  excel¬ 
lence?  Probably  not  —  at  least  in  the 
sense  of  immediately  transforming  what 
is  to  what  ought  to  be. 

We  can,  however,  resolve  not  to 
encourage  this  trend  either  directly  or  by 
passive  acceptance.  This  means  keeping 
our  values  and  priorities  as  Christians 
straight.  It  means  being  willing,  if 
necessary,  to  resist  society’s  pressure  to 
compromise  them.  It  means  committing 
ourselves  to  serve  Christ  as  fully  and 
faithfully  as  possible  in  the  development 
of  our  personal  character.  It  may  at 
times  require  us  to  question  those  who 
appear  to  place  a  higher  value  on  profit, 
expediency  or  some  other  secondary 
concern  than  on  excellence.  Above  all,  it 
means  that  we  should  recommit 
ourselves  to  the  pursuit  of  excellence  — 
whether  in  personal  relationships  or  on 
an  assembly  line. 

This  commitment  may  or  may  not 
result  in  any  tangible  “pay  off.”  It  will, 
however,  earn  something  far  more 
important:  The  ability  to  face  ourselves 
in  the  mirror,  to  say  our  prayers  at  night, 
and  to  sleep  soundly  in  the  knowledge 
that,  in  at  least  this  one  sphere,  we  are  in 
harmony  with  God’s  intention  for  human 
life. 

If  enough  Christians  set  their  minds  on 
promoting  the  pursuit  of  excellence  in  all 
endeavors,  it  will  soon  begin  also  to 
produce  positive  effects  on  the  rest  of 
society. 


Here  I  Stand 

Is  church’s  mission  to  reflect 
the  Gospel  in  one  or  many  forms? 


Haskell  Miller 


"...  NECESSARY,' CAUSE  A 
SOUL  WITHOUT  $  BODY  £ 

A  GHOST  ^  A  BODY  WITHOUT 

SOUlh  CORPSE  !/f 

— 


By  HASKELL  M.  MILLER 
Even  at  this  late  date  I  am  still 
appreciating  Sharon  Mielke’s  excellent 
series  of  articles  last  summer  regarding 
the  ecumenical  consultation  on  missions 
held  at  the  Overseas  Ministries  Study 
Center.  They  constituted  a  very  concise 
and  valuable  summary  of  the  issues  and 
tensions  affecting  the  missionary 
enterprise  today. 

No  one  who  read  these  articles  could 
have  failed  to  be  impressed  by  the 
enormity  of  the  dilemmas  with  which 
church  leaders  currently  responsible  for 
programming  missions  are  confronted. 
How  to  carry  the  Good  News  into  all  this 


global  village  (or  megalopolitan! )  world 
clearly  is  neither  simple  nor  obvious. 

The  articles  reminded  me  of  Arlo 
Brown's  provocative  book  of  several 
decades  ago  entitled  "Re-thinking 
Missions:  A  Layman’s  Inquiry  After  a 
Thousand  Years.”  In  particular,  they 
helped  me  clarify  several  conclusions 
toward  which  I  have  been  moving  in 
recent  years. 

One  conclusion  is  that  old-style 
dogmatizing,  ethnocentric  tactics  in 
missions  have  to  be  abandoned.  They 
always  have  been  far  too  tainted  with 
prideful  arrogance  and  Western  cultural 
aggression.  The  people  of  other  cultures 


My  Witness 

Let  tithing  record  your  priorities 


By  JOHN  RUMMELL 
Much  has  been  said  and  written 
concerning  tithing,  but  most  seems  to  me 
to  miss  the  point  of  tithing  entirely. 
Tithing  must  be  total  commitment  to  the 
concept.  If  you  plan  to  "try”  tithing,  or 
hope  you  will  "strike  it  rich,”  forget  it,  it 
will  not  work.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you 
totally  commit  yourself  to  it,  be  prepared 
for  blessings  you  never  thought  could 
happen  to  you.  God  never  did  imply  that 
He  would  replace  or  give  back  to  you 
more  than  you  committed  to  tithing,  but 
we  believe  He  does  imply  (yes, 
guarantee)  that  our  priorities  will  be 
straightened  out  so  that  things  we  really 
don’t  need,  but  struggle  so  hard  for,  will 
no  longer  tempt  us,  and  the  90  percent 
really  does  go  farther  than  the  100  percent 
would  have.  Think  about  this  —  when  we 
try  to  keep  everything  for  ourselves,  we 
never  have  enough;  when  we  share  we 
have  all  we  need  with  some  to  share  with 
others,  and  the  more  we  share  as  good 
stewards,  the  more  God  trusts  our 
stewardship. 

For  many  years  we  have  practiced 
tithing,  and  God  made  it  possible  for  us  to 
retire  early  11  years  ago.  Our  pension 
was  small,  and  we  were  not  vet  eligible 


for  Social  Security,  but  did  have 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  our  former 
home  coming  in  each  month.  Our 
retirement  home  was  paid  for,  and  we 
had  no  debts.  Through  these  11  years  our 
income,  in  some  inexplicable  way,  has 
kept  pace  with  our  needs,  with  God's 
share  prayerfully  administered.  On  one 
occcasion  (and  we  could  fill  pages  with 
similar  incidents)  it  was  the  middle  of 
the  month,  our  bank  balance  was  at  low 
ebb,  when  we  heard  the  message  by  a 
Gideon  in  our  church.  We  were  moved  to 
share  generously  with  the  Gideon  Society, 
but  all  our  needs  for  the  rest  of  the  month 
were  met  fully  with  some  left  over. 

Several  years  ago  a  study  was  made, 
and  the  conclusion  was  drawn  that  if  all 
who  call  themselves  Christians  would 
give  5  percent  to  their  church,  the 
churches  would  be  able  to  do  all  the  work 
they  should  fully  and  generously.  How 
much  is  5  percent? 

This  figures  out  $1.00  per  week  per 
$1,000.00  of  annual  income,  i.e.  $10,000.00 
annual  income  would  be  $10.00  per  week 
to  your  church.  The  problem  is,  if  you 
are  not  committed,  sooner  or  later  you 
are  going  to  trv  to  rompromise  with  God  • 
"God,  I  have  this  thing  I  want,  so  I’ll  not 


give  the  whole  amount  this  time,  but  I’ll 
make  it  up!”  But  we  never  do.  There  is 
always  something  else  that  we  think  we 
want  or  need.  Total  commitment 
eliminates  this  problem. 

When  we  were  still  working,  our 
practice  was  to  take  our  tithe  first,  fill 
our  church  envelopes  with  at  least  half  of 
it,  then  keep  the  balance  in  the  box  with 
the  envelopes;  that  way  we  always  had 
some  on  hand  for  special  appeals  or 
needs.  On  two  occasions  our  home  was 
broken  into,  drawers  turned  upside 
down,  and  a  general  mess  made  of  our 
home,  but  the  money  in  the  envelope  box 
was  never  touched,  and  we  were  never 
able  to  find  anything  missing.  We  feel 
that  since  Caesar  takes  off  the  top  of  our 
income  that  God  is  entitled  to  receive  our 
commitment  from  that  same  top  figure. 
God  has  never  quibbled  about  blessing 
us,  and  we  are  not  about  to  quibble  in  our 
commitment  to  Him. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  John 
Rummell,  is  a  member  of  Anderson 
Valley  UMC  in  Boonville.  California 
( California-Nevada  Conference). 


Government  not  required  to  help  needy  persons 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  Jan.  7  editorial  headlined  "The 
church  cannot  be  expected  to  fulfill  the 
government’s  duties”  was  a  nice  try,  but 
the  duty  spiritually  and  constitutionally 
stays  with  the  individual  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  not  its  elected 
government.  You  have  not  only 
misinterpreted  the  U.S.  Constitution,  you 
have  misquoted  it. 

What  you  cite  is  the  Preamble.  It 
should  not  be  too  difficult  for  even  the 
cursory  reader  of  the  Constitution  to 
realize  that  this  is  the  hoped-for  result  of 
the  Constitution.  The  means  by  which  the 
Founding  Fathers  hoped  to  reach  this 
result  is  found  in  the  operative  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  The  Preamble  itself 
has  no  force  of  law. 

What  1  presume  you  meant  to  refer  to 
was  Article  1,  Section  8.  A  glance  at  this 
with  objective  eyes  would  have  told  you 
that  the  Constitution  gives  Congress  the 
"power”  (note:  not  the  "duty”)  to 
"provide  for  the  common  defense  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States.”  I 
assume,  to  sustain  the  logic  of  your 
argument  you  would  substitute  "duty'' 
for  power  and  "citizens"  for  United 
States. 

In  short,  it  has  never  been  the 
constitutional  duty  of  our  government  to 
supply  any  economic  benefits  to  the 
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citizenry.  To  the  extent  this  has  been 
attempted  it  is  a  voluntary  assumption  of 
a  duty  by  the  government. 

However,  it  has  been  —  most  certainly 
since  Christ  —  the  Christian’s  duty  to  do 
what  he/she  can  to  help  the  less 
fortunate.  Your  required  routing  of 
individual  resources  through  the 
government  in  order  to  help  those  in  need 
smacks  of  trite  rationalization  for 
failure  by  Christians  to  accept  their 
Christian  duty.  After  all,  if  people  are 
starving  because  the  government  has 
ignored  its  duty  then  how  can  any 
individual  be  blamed  —  Christian  or  not? 

Mark  Kingsolver 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Christians’  major  concern 

should  be  the  church 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Jan.  7  issue  carried  an  editorial 
headlined  “The  Church  cannot  be 
expected  to  fulfill  the  government’s 
duties.”  With  that  I  would  agree. 

The  problem,  or  probable  point  of 
disagreement,  is  what  exactly  are  the 
government’s  duties?  Some  of  us  see 
governmental  responsibilities  as  far 
narrower  than  others.  My  position  does 
not  stem  from  conservative  politics,  nor 
am  I  one  who  believes  that  the 
government  should  be  spending  such 
huge  amounts  for  its  defense  budget.  On 
the  contrary,  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe,  not  in  a  nuclear  freeze  but  in 
unilateral  nuclear  disarmament.  My 
position  on  governmental  duties  stems 
from  my  understanding  of  scripture. 
Jesus  seems  to  have  little  or  nothing  to 
say  about  4 ‘government  duties”  but  He 
had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the 
church’s  responsibilities. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Christian 
disciple’s  major  concern  should  be  the 
church’s  reaction  to  human  needs,  not 
what  the  government  should  be  doing.  I 
know  that  as  a  citizen,  I  cannot  stick  my 
head  in  the  sand  with  regard  to  my 
government’s  failure  of  its 
responsibility.  I  am  concerned,  however, 
that  my  church  and  its  agencies  seem 
much  more  concerned  about  government 
responsibility  than  about  the  church’s 
responsibility.  If  boards  and  agencies 
spend  half  as  much  effort  teaching  the 
United  Methodist  membership  about  our 
personal  and  corporate  response  to 
human  need  as  they  do  trying  to  correct 
or  instruct  governmental  agencies,  both 
the  church  and  the  world  would  be  better 
off. 

As  to  whether  or  not  the  church  has  the 
financial  resources  to  do  the  job.  I  am 
convinced,  as  I  am  sure  you  are,  that 
God  has  entrusted  to  His  people  all  the 
resources  necessary  for  whatever  He 
requires  them  to  do.  Our  problem  is  that 
as  United  Methodists,  we  have  tended  to 
squander  our  resources  for  things  that 
are  of  secondary  importance,  and  this 
has  prevented  us  from  doing  the  things 
we  ought  to  have  been  doing. 

For  example,  our  church's  1981 
General  Conference  Minutes  indicate 
that  we  have  land,  buildings,  and  other 
assets  valued  in  excess  of  $13.5  billion 
and  we  have  spent  nearly  another  $1  bil¬ 
lion  in  buildings,  improvements  and  debt 
reduction. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  devil  has  led  us 
down  a  primrose  path  of  inordinate 


concern  for  buildings  because  they  are  a 
symbol  of  success.  Then  they  become  a 
millstone  around  our  neck,  preventing  us 
from  doing  the  real  work  of  the  church.  I 
know.  I  served  as  pastor  of  one  of  those 
gothic  cathedrals  that  is  worth  several 
millions  of  dollars.  The  building  came  to 
be  a  place  the  people  worshiped  rather 
than  a  pliicfe  to  which  they  came  'for 
worship. 

I  am  not  altogether  sure  what  are  the 
government’s  responsibilities.  I  am 
fairly  sure  what  is  the  church’s 
responsibility,  and  we  have  not  been 
fulfilling  it. 

V.  E.  Maybray 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 

TV  campaign  failure 

due  to  lack  of  trust 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  articles  in  the  Reporter’s 
December  31  issue  headlined  "TV 
funding  failure  viewed”  and  “New  TV 
task  force  tries  again,”  were  of  interest. 

The  big  question  was:  "Why  didn’t  the 
people  (UMs)  respond  favorably  in  the 
attempt  to  raise  $25  million  for  a  TV 
ministry?”  I  would  also  ask,  "Why  did 
‘Together’  magazine  and  general  church 
publications  fold  up  while  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  has  grown  by  leaps 
and  bounds?" 

I  suggest  the  two  questions  have  a 
common  answer.  The  United  Methodists 
who  pay  the  bills  (people  in  the  pew) 
don't  want  to  read  (or  watch)  what  a  lot 
of  our  boards,  agencies,  and  leaders  are 
emphasizing.  In  short,  "we  don’t  trust 
you!” 

Pluralism  seems  to  have  replaced  the 
gospel.  Our  200th  Anniversary  (1984 
General  Conference)  would  be  a  good 
place  to  decide  what  we  as  United 
Methodists  believe.  Do  we  dare? 

Kenneth  Perkins 
Pennington  Gap,  Virginia 

NLRB  not  involved 
in  BGM  union  election 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  a  letter 
from  Robert  L.  Walker  printed  in  your 
Jan.  7  issue.  Mr.  Walker  assumes  that 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board  was 
involved  in  the  union  election  at  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  In 
fact,  this  was  not  the  case.  The  GBGM 
agrees  with  Mr.  Walker  that  having  the 
NLRB  involved  would  pose  church-state 
relationship  problems. 

In  April  of  1981  after  the  first  letter 
announcing  the  union's  attempt  to 
organize  the  workers  had  been  received 
by  the  GBGM.  the  following  action  was 
taken:  "It  is  recommended  that  in  the 
event  of  organization  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  accept  the  presence 
of  the  American  Arbitration  Association 
or  other  similar  body  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  a  secret  election,  but  we 
seriously  question  and  will  resist  on  a 
church  versus  state  basis  the 
involvement  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board.”  The  intent  of  this 
action  was  followed,  and  the  election  on 
December  9  was  held  under  the 
supervision  of  an  independent  arbitrator 
mutually  acceptable  to  the  GMGM  and 
the  union. 

The  contract  negotiations  will  also  be 
carried  on  in  an  independent  manner. 
There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  if  it 


had  been  asked  to  become  involved  in 
this  union  election  the  NLRB  would  have 
refused  on  church-state  grounds  as  it  has 
done  with  some  Roman  Catholic 
parochial  school  organizing  attempts. 
However,  it  has  not  been  included  at  any 
point,  and  in  no  way  controls  the 
GBOGM. 

Sally  Curtis  Askew  * 

Cleveland,  Georgia 

Evangelism  merits 

attention  in  seminaries 

To  the  Editor: 

Several  weeks  ago  (Dec.  17)  David 
Brown  wrote  a  letter  in  which  he 
expressed  dismay  over  the  fact  that  only 
two  of  thirteen  U.M.  seminaries  have 
professors  of  evangelism.  He  saw  this 
fact  as  sadly  illustrative  of  our 
denomination’s  drift  from  a  central, 
scriptural  theme  and  a  primary  task  of 
the  church.  In  a  later  letter  (Jan.  7)  Mr. 
Thor  Hall  offered  certain  rejoinders:  ( 1 ) 
"Evangelism”  is  not  a  biblical  term.  (2) 
Professors  in  all  theological  disciplines 
of  a  seminary  faculty  are  able  to  fulfill 
the  great  commission  of  Christ.  (3)  All 
disciplines  share  the  “commitment  to 
the  foundations  of  the  Christian  faith. " 

I  feel  it  is  necessary  that  a  reply  be 
made  to  Mr.  Hall  particularly 
concerning  his  first  point.  The  claim 
that  "evangelism”  is  not  a  biblical  term 
is  patently  false.  While  it  is  true  that  the 
word  "evangelism”  does  not  occur  in 
the  KJV,  the  beginning  Greek  student 
knows  that  Greek  words  lie  behind  this 
English  word  family.  The  verb 
"euangelizo,"  "I  preach  the  gospel,  good 
news"  occurs  54  times  in  the  N.T.  The 
noun  "euangelion,”  ‘‘gospel,  good 
news”  occurs  76  times  in  the  N.T.  The 
sheer  weight  of  statistics  tells  us  that  this 
word  group  is  highly  significant!  Without 
trying  to  produce  a  monograph  on  the 
subject  let  me  point  out  the  following:  (1) 
Our  four  stories  of  Jesus’  life  are  known 
as  gospels  and  their  authors  as  "the 
Evangelists."  This  is  explicit  in  Mark 
(1:1).  (2)  The  central  most  concept  in 
Jesus’  ministry,  the  Kingdom  of  God,  is 
described  as  the  "euangelion”  (Matt. 
4:23,  9:35).  Indeed,  Jesus  said  that  the 
reason  he  was  sent  was  to  preach 
(euangelizo)  the  Kingdom  of  God  (Lk. 
4:43).  (3)  The  mission  of  the  twelve  (Lk. 
9:6)  was  described  as  involving 
evangelism  and  healing.  The  Marcan 
version  of  the  Great  Commission  ( 16:15) 
calls  us  to  preach  the  gospel 
(euangelion)  to  every  creature.  (4)  The 
"euangelion”  was  a  central  concept  in 
Paul’s  theology.  Evangelism  was  both 
his  work  and  his  goal  (Rom.  15:19,  20,  I 
Cor.  1:17).  The  priority  Paul  placed  on 
evangelism  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  he 
pronounced  "woe"  on  himself  should  be 
ever  cease  to  carry  on  this  crucial 
ministry  (I  Cor.  9:16). 

Evangelism,  then,  in  the  sense  of 
proclaiming  the  message  of  Christ's  life, 
atoning  death  and  resurrection,  is  most 
certainly  a  biblical  concept.  To  preach 
the  gospel,  with  all  its  personal  and 
social  implications,  and  to  nurture  a 
witnessing  community  of  people 
transformed  by  that  gospel  was.  and  is, 
the  fundamental  task  of  the  church 

Scripture  does  not  give  us  a  blueprint 
for  theological  education,  so  I  cannot 
categorically  say  that  a  seminary 
without  a  department  of  evangelism  has 


an  inauthentic  witness  to  the  gospel.  But 
the  importance  of  evangelism  as  defined 
above  is  great  enough  that  it  probably 
does  merit  special  attention  in  our 
seminaries.  There  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
inter-relationships  between  different 
theological  disciplines.  Yet  one 
department,  say  Biblical  Studies,  is  not 
done  away  with  because  ”  other 
departments  may  deal  with  some  of  its 
material.  I  personally  would  like  to  see  a 
renewed  emphasis  on  evangelism  in  our 
denomination  and  our  seminaries.  We  do 
have  a  story  to  tell  to  the  nations.  We 
must  know  both  the  content  of  that  story 
as  well  as  the  ways  to  communicate  it 
intelligently,  faithfully  and  sensitively  to 
a  lost  world. 

Clayton  Croy 

Wilmore,  Kentucky 

Nuclear  freeze 
totally  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  Reporter  every  week  and 
have  noticed  that  most  of  our  church 
leaders  seem  to  favor  a  "nuclear 
freeze."  In  fact  some  of  them  —  too 
many  of  them  —  are  active  in  this 
movement. 

I  hate  war  as  much  as  anyone  but  if  we 
are  going  to  continue  having  and 
enjoying  our  freedoms,  we  have  got  to  be 
able  to  defend  ourselves  against  our  well- 
known  enemies.  While  you  preach 
nuclear  freeze,  Russia  is  happy.  Can’t 
you  see  that? 

History  has  proven  that  communistic 
Russia  cannot  be  trusted  to  abide  by  any 
agreement.  Poland,  Afghanistan, 
Cambodia,  etc.  can  attest  to  this.  If  you 
believe  Russia  won’t  blackmail  us  if  we 
allow  her  to  get  much  stronger  than  the 
U.S.  militarily,  you  are  blind  and  deserve 
to  live  under  the  communistic  Russian 
rule. 

If  you  believe  what  Russia  says  and  not 
what  most  of  our  statesmen  say,  then  we 
are  in  for  a  sad  awakening  in  which  all 
your  prayers  will  be  useless  and  our 
future  looks  hopeless. 

If  you  don't  allow  this  letter  to  appear 
in  your  paper,  then  I  can  only  believe 
that  your  communistic  leanings  can  very 
possibly  be  true.  ErjcB  Uarde|1 

Los  Altos,  California 
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in  today’s  small  world  are  too  well 
informed,  self-conscious,  and 
sophisticated  for  such  tactics  to  be  more 
than  marginally  effective  if  not  actually 
very  counter-productive.  The  proportions 
of  naive,  uneducated,  and  unsophisticated 
people  in  other  cultures  who  have  been 
most  amenable  to  these  approaches  are 
rapidly  shrinking.  This  change  in  the 
context  for  missions  is  so  radical  that  no 
amount  of  proclamation  can  overcome 
the  handicap  involved  in  ignoring  it. 

A  related  conclusion  is  that  it  is  a 
disservice  to  Christ  and  the  gospel  to 
focus  missions  primarily  on  the  most 
defenseless  culture  groups  or  elements  of 
a  population.  To  propagandize  people 
who  are  not  equipped  to  analyze  and 
evaluate  the  propaganda  with  a  reason¬ 
able  measure  of  critical  objectivity  may 
add  captive  numbers  to  the  church,  but 
can  hardly  be  said  to  dignify  and  honor 
the  name  of  Christ.  Can  He  and  His  gospel 
not  stand  the  scrutiny  of  intellectually 
informed,  tough-minded  people?  The 
church  has  too  long  suffered  from  the 
consequences  of  Paul's  having  given  up 
on  Mars  Hill.  Did  not  Jesus  say  that  if  he 
were  lifted  up  he  would  draw  all  persons? 
The  primary  challenge  in  missions  today 
is  to  find  better  ways  of  communicating 
the  gospel  to  the  most  able  and  informed 
elements  of  the  population. 

I  conclude,  too,  that  an  eclectic  stance 
is  most  appropriate.  All  the  methods 
which  Ms.  Mielke  reported  as  having 
been  discussed  —  oral  proclamation, 
humanitarian  service,  solidarity-libera¬ 
tion,  and  dialogue  —  are  appropriate  for 
use  according  to  the  context  in  which 
they  are  to  be  employed.  They  need  not 
be  mutually  exclusive.  No  one  or  any 
combination  of  the  methods  may  properly 
be  used  except  in  a  spirit  of  profound 
humility.  Christ  will  not  be  honored  by 
anything  done  in  an  arrogant  manner. 

The  dialogic  approach,  I  believe, 
requires  far  more  serious  attention  than 
it  has  been  receiving.  Is  it  to  be  assumed 
that  God  through  the  ages  has  hidden 
Himself  completely  from  people  in  other 
cultures;  that  nothing  of  Himself  has 
been  revealed  in  other  religious 
traditions?  To  function  on  the  basis  df 
such  an  assumption  would  be  to  take  p 
position  far  behind  the  prophets  who  are 
credited  with  proclaiming  the  concept  of 
ethical  monotheism.  If  it  is  to  bp 
assumed,  however,  that  God  may  have 
shown  something  of  His  reality  to  other 
people  in  other  religious  traditions, 
should  not  an  understanding  of  that 
revelation  be  carefully  sought?  And  in 
the  seeking  of  this  understanding  will 
there  not  be  the  best  possible  opportunity 
to  share  the  Good  News  revealed  in 
Christ? 

Finally,  I  conclude  thaWChristians  in 
our  anxiety  to  win  the  world  for  Christ 
have  too  frequently  confused  our  task 
with  a  territorial  imperative.  Too  often 
we  have  seemed  more  interested  in 
expanding  the  numbers,  power,  and 
territorial  dominance  of  Christendom, 
than  in  seeing  the  reality  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  made  functionally  operative  in  the 
lives  of  individuals  and  the  institutions  of 
society.  If  the  truth  which  was  revealed 
in  Christ  is  received  and  expressed 
concretely  in  some  context  other  than 
that  of  organized  Christendom,  is  the 
purpose  of  God  thereby  denied  and  His 
kingdom  frustrated?  Would  Gandhi,  for 
example,  have  been  any  more  effective, 
in  terms  of  Kingdom  of  God  objectives,  if 
he  had  belonged  to  a  Christian  church? 

What,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  ultimate 
objective  of  missions  anyway?  Is  it  to 
reduce  the  world  to  one  religiously 
homogenous  entity?  Infinite  variety  in 
every  other  dimension  of  reality  suggests 
that  the  God  of  creation  likes 
heterogeneity.  It  seems  quite  possible, 
even  probable,  therefore,  that  He  would 
prefer  His  kingdom  to  be  embraced  and 
expressed  in  many  cultural  forms  and 
institutional  arrangements.  The 
catholicity  of  His  true  church  may  be  far 
more  broadly  inclusive  than  has  been 
traditionally  assumed.  Jesus,  it  may  be 
remembered,  asserted  that  anyone  who 
did  the  will  of  His  Father  in  heaven  was  a 
member  of  His  family. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Haskell  M.  Miller,  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Baltimore  Conference  and  a  profes¬ 
sor  emeritus  of  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary. 
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Oklahoma  churches  grapple  with  poverty,  hunger 

State-wide  interfaith  group  calls  for  more  intense  lobbying  pressure  by  Christians 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  news  features  the  Reporter  staff 
is  developing  regarding  special  efforts 
by  United  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  to  confront  severe  economic- 
hardships  caused  by  the  changes  in 
government  policy  and  the  economic 
downturn.  Readers  are  encouraged  to 
suggest  other  stories  which  are 
sufficiently  unique  to  justify  reporting  on 
a  national  basis. 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Throughout 
Oklahoma,  hunger  chisels  tired  lines  into 
the  faces  of  people  like  Josephine  Carter. 

Hunger  and  malnutrition  are  so 
widespread  here  that  13.4  percent  of  the 
population  can’t  purchase  an  adequate 
diet.  Ten  percent  of  the  population  have 
been  rated  ’’high  nutrition  risks.” 


Given  those  facts  of  life  —  and  near¬ 
death  —  the  Oklahoma  Conference  of 
Churches,  made  up  of  18  major 
denominations,  decided  to  act.  It 
sponsored  a  state-wide  study,  believed  to 
be  unprecedented  among  state  and 
regional  interfaith  bodies,  to  determine 
just  how  severe  hunger  and  poverty  are 
in  Oklahoma,  what  churches  are  doing 
about  it,  and  what  they  can  do  beyond 
emergency  relief. 

The  Rev.  Max  Glenn,  executive 
director  of  the  conference  of  churches, 
said  the  report  on  hunger  in  1982  was 
designed  in  part  to  mobilize  churches 
and  other  agencies  to  provide  more 
emergency  food  and  assistance.  More 
importantly,  he  said,  the  conference  of 
churches  has  tried  to  prompt  the  religious 
community  to  lobby  and  petition  state 
legislators  to  provide  more  assistance 
for  hungry  people. 


OKEMAH,  Okla.  —  “Truckloads  of  government  surplus  food  reach  some 
needy  people  in  rural  areas,  but  many  other  Oklahomans  still  are 
considered  high  nutrition  risks,"  according  to  the  Oklahoma  Conference  of 
Churches.  tiie Sunday  Oklahoma  photo 


“We  are  piloting  a  project  in  the  10 
poorest  counties  in  the  state.”  he  told  the; 
Reporter.  “We  are  pulling  together 
church  representatives  and  social 
service  staff  people  into  cooperatives. 
Each  co-op  would  provide  emergency 
aid.  referral  services  and  resources  for 
needy  people  in  each  community 
throughout  the  state. 

"We  are  asking  $16,000  from  each  of 
our  member  churches  nationally  for  the 
first-year,  and  we’ll  reduce  our  requests 
for  national  assistance  as  local  confer¬ 
ences  and  judicatories  pick  up  the  pro¬ 
grams,”  Mr.  Glenn  said. 

In  general,  he  said,  the  Oklahoma 
churches  “are  doing  a  remarkable  job” 
in  feeding  hungry  people.  In  1982  the 
state’s  churches  provided  some  $8 
million  in  emergency  food  aid.  Demands 
on  church  food  closets  and  emergency 
programs  in  1982  increased  136  percent 
over  the  previous  year,  Mr.  Glenn  said. 
“There  was  an  enormous  increase  in 
outreach.  Many  of  the  churches  in  rural 
areas  were  just  about  drained,”  he 
added. 

But  besides  emergency  aid,  Mr.  Glenn 
said  he  hopes  Oklahoma  church  people 
will  become  more  active  lobbyists  for 
increased  government  assistance  for  the 
poor. 

“It  is  totally  unrealistic  to  expect 
churches  to  provide  for  the  total  public 
welfare,”  he  said.  The  conference  of 
churches'  report  indicated  that  it 
churches  attempted  to  make  up  the 
projected  loss  of  $92  million  in  federal  aid 
to  the  state’s  indigent  people  in  1983,  it 
would  require  an  additional  $20,000 
increase  from  each  of  the  4,500  churches 
in  the  state. 

“In  the  churches  we  have  enough 
numbers  to  make  our  legislators  stand 
up  and  take  notice.  While  we  increase 
emergency  aid  in  our  local  communities, 

I  hope  that  Christians  will  go  beyond 
making  nice-sounding  statements  in  our 
churches  and  conferences  and  write 
letters  to  state  representatives  and  to  the 
President  if  we  have  to  be  asking  them  to 
do  their  job.” 

The  bleak  picture  in  Oklahoma  is  only 
a  dark  reflection  of  a  national  crisis, 
according  to  Nancy  Amidei,  director  of 
the  Food  Research  and  Action  Center 
( FRAC )  based  in  Washington. 

“Officially  there  are  32  million  people 
in  the  United  States  living  below  the 
poverty  level  ($7,412  annually  for  a 
family  of  four)  and  another  12  million 
living  barely  above  the  line,”  she  said. 
“The  churches  are  really  being  hit  hard 
with  demands  and  they  are  doing  a  great 
job.  But  it’s  still  not  enough  to  offset  the 
federal  budget  cuts. 

“Food  stamps  reach  only  about  20 
million  people,”  she  said.  “For  those  who 
have  absolutely  no  other  income,  food 
stamps  provide,  at  most,  only  70  cents 


Colorado  congregation  raps  bishop; 
Wheatley  rejects  call  to  step  down 


BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  of 
Denver,  whose  appointment  of  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual  minister  withstood 
church-wide  scrutiny  and  inquiry  by  a 
formal  investigating  committee  last 
year,  has  come  under  fire  now  much 
closer  to  home. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Colorado  Springs,  whose  3,000-plus 
members  make  it  the  largest  in  the 
Denver  Area,  voted  in  a  church 
conference  Jan.  16  that  Bishop  Wheatley 
“be  publicly  censured  and  called  upon  to 
revise  his  position  on  homosexuality,  so 
as  to  conform  to  the  Scriptures  and  to  the 
polity  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  or 
retire,  or  resign  his  office  of  the  bishop  of 
the  church.” 

The  vote  at  a  session  following  the 
morning  worship  service  was  292-126. 
The  congregation  had  also  held  a  forum 
the  preceding  Thursday  night  to  discuss 
the  issues. 

Ends  months  of  discontent 

The  church’s  senior  minister,  the  Rev. 
Gerald  Trigg,  said  in  a  statement 
released  to  the  press,  “This  action 
represents  the  culmination  of  months  of 
smoldering  discontent  on  the  part  of 
many  of  our  members.  There  have  been 
numerous  studies,  classroom  discussions 
and  corridor  comments.  There  was  a 
growing  sentiment  that  this  congre¬ 
gation,  which  is  Methodism’s  largest  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction,  had  the 
responsibility  to  take  its  stand  on  this 
issue  which  has  so  tortured  the  churches 
of  our  land.  There  was  healthy  give  and 
take  and  a  serious  wrestling  with  the 
issues.  I  am  satisfied  with  this  congre¬ 
gation’s  process  and  spirit  in  dealing 
with  such  an  emotion-fraught  subject, 
and  I  know  that  there  was  more  grief 
than  glee  that  such  a  measure  seemed 
necessary.” 

The  Colorado  Springs  resolution  also 
offered  individual  members  of  the 
congregation  the  opportunity  to  pay 
pledges  and  gifts  either  through  the 
normal  channels  or  into  interest-bearing 
accounts,  which  would  be  released  at  the 
discretion  of  the  local  church’s 
committee  on  finance  and  adminis¬ 
tration. 

Another  part  of  the  resolution  stated 
that  the  Colorado  Springs  church  will 
petition  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
(1)  direct  annual  conferences  not  to 
ordain  publicly  avowed,  practicing 
homosexuals,  and  (2)  to  render  not 
eligible  for  appointment  or  re¬ 


appointment  any  publicly  avowed, 
practicing  homosexuals. 

Bishop  Wheatley  was  reached  by  the 
Reporter  in  Billings,  Mont.,  where  he 
said  he  had  been  in  a  series  of  cabinet 
meetings.  He  said  he  had  not  seen  the 
Colorado  Springs  resolution  but  that  his 
wife  had  read  portions  of  it  to  him  over 
the  phone. 

Both  disappointed  and  saddened 

Asked  how  he  felt  about  the  action, 
Bishop  Wheatley  said,  “I  hurt  almost  as 
much  as  I  presume  it  was  intended  that  I 
should.  I  am  both  disappointed  and 
saddened  by  it.  I  both  need  and  like  to  be 
liked  quite  as  much  as  anyone  else.  It 
both  pains  and  threatens  me  to  have 
persons  dislike  me  so  much  as  to  enter 
into  a  crash  public  media  assault  on  me. 

I  understand  that  the  church  released  the 
statement  to  all  bishops  and  to  the  major 
media. 

“Once  again  I  have  been  placed  in  the 
public  stock  for  a  crime  or  an  offense  of 
which  I  have  twice  been  legally  declared 
innocent.” 

He  then  noted  that  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  committee  on  investigation, 
acting  on  accusations  originally  filed  by 
three  congregations  in  Georgia,  said  that 
he  had  committed  no  offenses  for  which 
he  could  be  brought  to  a  church  trial,  and 
that  the  denomination's  Judicial  Council 
subsequently  unanimously  declared  "my 
interpretation  of  the  Discipline  relative 
to  the  ordination  of  homosexuals  to  be 
accurate.” 

Either  the  292  members  of  the 
Colorado  Springs  church  who  voted  to 
censure  him  were  “not  aware  of  those 
actions  (clearing  him)  or  they  are 
putting  themselves  in  the  position  of 
disagreeing  with  the  investigating  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Judicial  Council  as  well  as 
with  me,"  Bishop  Wheatley  said. 

Asked  if  he  would  be  willing  to  meet 
with  members  of  the  accusing  congre¬ 
gation,  Bishop  Wheatley  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  “I  have  turned  down  no  invita¬ 
tions.  I  have  met  with  a  number  of 
congregations  on  this  issue  and  I  met 
with  a  cluster  group  of  clergy  and  staff  in 
the  Colorado  Springs  area.” 

Has  no  plans  to  resign 

Bishop  Wheatley  said  he  has  no  plans 
to  resign,  as  the  Colorado  Springs 
resolution  suggests  as  one  option.  “The 
primary  reason,"  he  said,  "is  that, 
guided  through  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the 
mind  and  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  have 
been  leading  and  following  the  light  that 
has  been  given  to  me. 


per  person  per  meal.  The  average  is  45 
cents  per  person  per  meal. 

‘Getting  it’  from  both  sides 

“So  churches  are  getting  it  from  all 
sides."  Ms.  Amidei  told  the  Reporter 
“At  the  first  of  the  month  they  are 
helping  people  who  have  no  food  stamps 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month  they  also  are 
giving  food  to  those  whose  food  stamps 
have  run  out  and  next  month's  haven't 
arrived." 

She  hailed  the  conference  of  churches' 
report  as  a  very  necessary  “next  step"  in 
affecting  public  policy  on  behalf  of  the 
poor.  “To  my  knowledge  it's  the  only 
state  report  by  a  church  body.  Equipped 
with  that  kind  of  knowledge,  churches 
can  affect  policy  at  all  levels  —  not  just 
by  giving  aid  but  by  telling  legislators 
that  if  they’re  not  concerned  with  feeding 
starving  people,  they  can't  represent  the 
churches."  she  added. 

Some  Oklahomans  say  the  poor  and 
hungry  reflect  both  old  problems  and 
new  dilemmas  in  their  state.  The  recent 
migration  of  thousands  from  northern 
cities  in  search  of  jobs  and  layoffs  of 
native  Oklahomans  have  devastated 
urban  areas.  The  Rev.  Kenneth  Howard 
of  the  United  Methodist  Urban  Ministries 
in  Tulsa  said  the  number  of  people 
needing  emergency  food  and  other  aid 
has  tripled  since  he  became  the  head  of 
the  ministry  three  years  ago. 

“We  help  about  70  families  a  day  now. 
We  fed  5.000  people  in  1982,"  he  said. 
"Most  of  our  people  don't  qualify  for  any 
kind  of  aid  because  they  are  sleeping  in 
tents,  on  the  streets,  in  cars  and 
abandoned  buildings.  You  have  to  have 
an  address  in  order  to  get  food  stamps, 
and  many  of  them  have  no  money  and  no 
place  to  stay.  They  have  only  the  clothes 
on  their  backs."  The  Tulsa  Ministry  is 
supported  entirely  by  United  Methodists 
at  the  local  church,  district  and 
conference  levels. 

The  UM-supported  Skyline  Urban 
Ministries  in  Oklahoma  City  has  seen  a 
99  percent  increase  in  people  needing 
assistance  in  the  last  year. 


RAMA.  Okla.  —  Poverty  and  hunger  threaten  the  very  survival  oi 
Oklahomans  like  Josephine  Carter.  o.u.i.  is  mokmnu  nkws  photo 
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by  NCC ,  WCC probed 


Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley 

“The  second  substantial  reason  — 
although  the  other  is  primary  —  is  that  to 
resign  would  be  for  me  to  pay  a  very  high 
tribute  to  injustice  and  to  falsehood.  The 
tribute  to  injustice  would  be  to  declare 
myself  guilty  of  a  crime  of  which  I  know  I 
am  innocent  and  of  which  my  responsible 
peers  have  declared  me  to  be  innocent. 
To  resign  would  also  pay  a  very  high 
tribute  to  falsehood  because  it  would 
encourage  and  support  the  fantasy  and 
fallacy  that  if  only  I.  Mel  Wheatley, 
would  go  away,  then  all  the  tough  issues 
involved  in  our  dealing  with  each  other 
across  our  many  great  and  substantial 
differences  would  also  go  away. 

“The  facts  are  that  I  do  retire  Sept.  1. 
1984,  as  required  by  the  calendar. 
Neither  I  nor  any  other  human  being 
ever  gets  the  luxury  to  retire  from  the 
tough  issues  inevitable  in  our  human 
context  of  having  to  live  out  our 
inescapable  togetherness  in  the  midst  of 
our  substantial  differences.” 

“I  find  a  fascinating  and  significant 
parallel  between  the  treatment  of  me  by 
what  I  have  heard  to  be  the  actions  of 
good  people  at  Colorado  Springs,  and  our 
traditional  treatment  of  persons  of  homo¬ 
sexual  orientation.  First  we  publicly 
censure  them.  Then  we  demand  either 
that  they  repudiate  who  they  are  by 
silence,  or  by  denial  of  themselves,  or 
that  they  leave  our  company  or  at  least 
get  out  of  our  sight.  The  Lord  I  follow  as 
my  leader  offers  us  a  better  way  than  I 
think  their  suggested  actions  offer,  my 
resignation  or  otherwise.” 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  controversy  —  long 
debated  within  the  religious  community 
—  about  the  involvement  of  “mainline” 
Protestant  denominations  with 
international  political  causes  received  a 
national  airing  Sunday  on  one  of  the 
nation’s  most-watched  TV  shows. 

In  a  rare  move  Jan.  23,  CBS  devoted 
two-thirds  of  its  Sixty  Minutes 
investigative  news  program  to  the  single 
issue. 

During  the  first  segment,  host  Morley 
Safer  directed  the  viewers’  attention  to 
the  New  York-based  National  Council  of 
Churches.  The  second  segment  was 
devoted  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
based  in  Geneva.  Most  examples  in  which 
a  denomination  was  named  came  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  largest 
U.S.  member  of  both  ecumenical  bodies. 

The  introduction  of  the  program 
painted  the  battleground  clearly.  As  the 
camera  showed  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Logansport,  Ind., 
putting  money  in  collection  plates,  Mr. 
Safer  pointed  out  that  Americans  give 
more  money  to  churches  than  to  any 
other  organization.  Then  he  asked,  “But 
what  if  some  of  the  money  goes  to  help 
people  like  this?”  The  image  of  Cuba’s 
communist  dictator  Fidel  Castro  filled 
the  screen. 

Mr.  Safer  offered  no  examples  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  actually 
giving  money  to  a  government  or  to  a 
revolutionary  movement 
However,  he  listed  several 
organizations  receiving  grants  from  the 
National  Council  which  he  said  have 
demonstrated  support  for  Marxist 
governments  and  Marxist  revolutionary 
movements,  particularly  in  their 
literature. 

The  program  made  clear  that  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  money  placed  in 
collection  plates  on  Sunday  morning  goes 
to  the  two  councils.  And  all  but  a  tiny  part 
of  those  contributions  is  used  for 
purposes  intended  by  people  in  the  pews, 
said  the  Rev.  Richard  John  Neuhaus,  a 
Lutheran  minister  and  spokesman  for 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy. 

But  any  amount  of  church  support  for 
repressive  political  regimes  is  evil  and 
discredits  the  church’s  social  witness. 
Dr.  Neuhaus  said. 

He  expressed  particular  revulsion  for 
what  he  called  the  “consorting”  of  U.S. 
religious  leaders  with  political  leaders 
of  nations  where  the  poor  and  Christians 
are  oppressed  by  communist  regimes. 

The  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  a  United 
Methodist  evangelist  and  also  a 
spokesman  for  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy,  told  Mr.  Safer  that  in 
many  cases  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  passed  no  resolution  which 
actually  endorses  a  specific 
revolutionary  group  such  as  the  rebels  in 
El  Salvador.  “But  look  at  the  council’s 
literature  and  where  it  spends  its 
money.” 

Mr.  Safer  inquired  of  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  President  of  the  NCC,  about 
one  of  the  allegedly  pro-revolutionary 
groups  funded  by  that  organization. 
Bishop  Armstrong,  episcopal  leader  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Indiana 
and  who  heads  the  NCC  in  an  unpaid, 
voluntary  capacity,  said  he  wasn’t 
familiar  with  that  group. 

Bishop  Armstrong  went  on  to  say  that 


his  first  responsibility  with  the  National 
Council  is  not  to  “dig  around  in  the 
corners”  but  to  devote  his  energies  to  the 
most  important  tasks  of  the  council,  such 
as  its  massive  relief  work  and  guidance 
in  Christian  education  and  biblical 
scholarship. 

Mr.  Safer  read  to  Bishop  Armstrong  a 
passage  from  a  World  Council  of 
Churches  pamphlet  that  referred  to 
capitalism  as  an  abomination  which  is 
inconsistent  with  the  Christian  Gospel. 
Asked  if  he  believes  that,  Bishop 
Armstrong  said  he  doesn't.  No  system, 
capitalist  or  socialist,  stands  outside  the 
judgment  of  God,  he  added. 

Most  of  Mr.  Safer’s  probe  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  focused  on  its  Pro¬ 
gramme  to  Combat  Racism  and  grants 
from  that  programme  to  revolutionary 
movements,  some  of  which  have 
engaged  in  armed  conflict 

The  Rev.  Philip  Potter,  chief  executive 
of  the  WCC,  rejected  Mr.  Safer’s 
suggestion  that  the  WCC  had  in  essence 
provided  guns  to  revolutionaries.  Even 
though  the  WCC  stipulated  that  the 
grants  were  to  be  used  for  humanitarian 
aid  such  as  bedding  and  medical 
supplies,  Mr.  Safer  pointed  out  that  they 
were  made  in  cash  and  without  any 
mechanism  for  insuring  their  use  in  the 
intended  manner. 

Mr.  Potter  responded  that  the  WCC 
gives  the  aid  as  an  act  of  faith  and 
confidence  in  the  people  who  request  it 
“to  do  what  they  say  they  will  with  the 
aid.”  Mr.  Potter  challenged  Mr.  Safer, 
saying,  “You  have  not  been  able  to  prove 
the  money  was  misused  by  the  groups.” 

Mr.  Safer  raised  a  question  about  a 


person  on  a  WCC  committee  advising  the 
use  of  “Marxist  analysis”  to  survey 
problems.  “I  would  think  that  Marxist 
analysis  would  be  anathema  to  any 
World  Council  representative.”  Mr. 
Safer  said. 

Mr.  Potter  responded  that  “Marxist 
analysis  of  the  causes  of  poverty  and 
oppression  has  been  very  useful,  but 
Christians  use  that  analysis  very  criti¬ 
cally  —  in  terms  of  our  own  faith. " 

A  final  interview-  featured  Commis¬ 
sioner  John  Needham,  the  head  of  the 
Salvation  Army  which  withdrew  last 
year  from  the  WCC  because  of  his  organi¬ 
zation’s  discomfort  with  the  WCC  grants 
to  violence-prone  revolutionary  groups. 
Mr.  Needham  said  there  obviously  are 
differences  in  outlook  among  religious 
people,  with  some  believing  “that  in 
changing  the  structures  of  society  you 
bring  about  salvation,"  while  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  represents  a  view  that  you 
“change  the  world  one  life  at  a  time.” 

After  the  program.  Bishop  Armstrong 
and  the  Rev.  Claire  Randall,  the  NCC’s 
chief  executive,  issued  statements  la¬ 
menting  the  program’s  “irresponsible 
selectivity.”  Instead  of  the  thousands  of 
churches  which  support  the  National 
World  Councils  of  Churches,  Sixty 
Mintues  focused  only  on  First  UMC, 
Logansport,  Ind.,  which  opposes  the 
councils,  the  council  leaders  said. 

The  National  Council,  at  the  Reporter’s 
press  time,  was  preparing  a  packet 
responding  to  the  various  charges  made 
in  the  Sixty  Minutes  program  The 
packet  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Room 
850,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N  Y. 
10115. 


Love  makes  tHe 


Two  Special  Days,  spaced  exactly  a  month  apart,  provide 
special  opportunities  for  United  Methodists  to  continue  the  circle 
of  love  begun  by  Christ. 

Human  Relations  Day  — February  13 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  —  March  13 

At  home  and  around  the  globe,  people  are  receiving  help 
and  hope  through  ministries  which  enable: 


•Basics  such  as  food,  clothing 
and  shelter  for  victims  of 
disaster  and  poverty 

•Child  care  and  nurture 


•Community  self-development 
•Medical  assistance 
•Technical  expertise 
•Vocational  guidance 

Encircle  the  world  with  your  love.  Remember  two  special 
offerings  — on  Human  Relations  Day  and  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  Sunday. 

For  additional  information,  contact:  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  1L  60201. 
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NCC  &  Digest  battle  on 

Magazine  issues  rebuttal  to  council  s  claims 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  -  Two  angry  letters  and  a 
seven-page  “rebuttal''  are  among  the 
latest  salvos  in  the  battle  between  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Reader's  Digest  (see  Reporter  Dec.  31 
and  Jan.  7). 
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Bishop  James  Ault 


The  angry  letters  were  addressed  to 
the  Digest’s  editor-in-chief,  Edward  T. 
Thompson.  One  was  from  leaders  of  23 
major  religious  communions  belonging 
to  the  NCC.  The  other  was  from  the 
NCC’s  chief  executive  officer,  the  Rev. 
Claire  Randall. 

The  leaders’  letter  says  they  are 
"disappointed,  distressed  and  outraged” 
by  the  article  in  the  Digest’s  January 
issue  entitled  "Do  you  know  where  your 
church  offerings  go?”  The  23  leaders 
asked  Mr.  Thompson  to  publish  a  “more 
objective  story”  about  the  council’s 
work. 

Dr.  Randall’s  letter  to  the  Reader's 
Digest  editor  said  the  article  is  "filled 
with  distortions  and  misrepresentations 
of  the  purpose  and  activities  of  the 
council.”  She  pointed  out  that  she  had 
written  to  the  magazine’s  editor  in  May 
of  1982  to  express  concerns  that  an  article 
about  the  NCC  then  in  preparation 
"might  contain  serious  distortions  of  our 
work.” 

Dr.  Randall  told  Mr.  Thompson  that 
she  is  justified  in  her  request  for  another 
article  in  the  magazine  since  “your 
article  pushed  a  partisan  organization 
with  self-serving  reasons  for  attacking 
us.  .  The  article  refers  persons  troubled 
by  the  ecumenical  organization’s  work  to 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy, 
an  independent  group  that  has  been 
highly  critical  of  the  NCC  and  some  of  its 
member-communions. 

The  NCC  has  prepared  and  is  mailing, 
on  request,  its  own  paragraph-by- 
paragraph  response  to  what  it  claims 
were  inaccuracies  or  distortions  in  the 
Reader’s  Digest  article.  The  NCC  is 
receiving  100  to  200  letters  a  day, 
generally  favorable  to  the  NCC, 
according  to  the  organization’s 
information  chief,  J.  Warren  Day. 

But  not  even  the  NCC’s  response  is 
getting  by  without  criticism.  A 
spokesman  for  the  Reader’s  Digest, 
Charles  Pintchman,  told  the  Reporter 


that  the  magazine  has  paid  the  author  of 
the  original  (January  1983)  Reader’s 
Digest  article  to  write  a  seven-page, 
typewritten  “rebuttal”  to  the  NCC 
response.  This  rebuttal,  he  said,  is  being 
mailed  to  all  who  request  it. 

Mr.  Pintchman  also  said  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  Reader’s  Digest  editor 
would  respond  directly  to  the  two  letters 
from  the  NCC  leaders  or  whether  he 
would  let  the  rebuttal  speak  for  itself. 

Among  the  religious  leaders  signing 
the  letter  were  Dr.  Robert  C.  Campbell, 
general  secretary,  American  Baptist 
Churches  in  the  USA;  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
L.  Teegarden,  general  minister  and 
president,  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ);  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  M.  Allin, 
presiding  bishop,  Episcopal  Church; 
Bishop  James  R.  Crumley  Jr.,  president, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America;  the  Rev 
Avery  Post,  president,  United  Church  of 
Christ;  Bishop  James  M.  Ault,  secretary, 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  and 
William  P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk, 
United  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  letters  are 
coming  in  at  a  rate  of  about  50  per  day, 
according  to  the  associate  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers. 

She  told  the  Reporter  that  typically  all 
but  two  or  three  of  these  a  day  are 
favorable  to  the  NCC.  Many,  she  said, 
have  responded  to  an  editorial 
suggestion  in  the  Reporter  (Jan.  7 )  that 
they  write  for  more  information.  Clergy 
and  self-identified  lay  officials  of  local 
churches  are  sent  a  packet  of 
information,  she  said.  Others  receive 
briefer  responses. 

Ms.  Powers  said  several  persons  have 
written  her  office  saying  that  they  have 
cancelled  their  subscriptions  to  the 
Reader’s  Digest. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


UM-related  schools  threatened 
by  devaluation  of  Mexican  peso 


LAREDO,  Texas  (UMNS)  —  One 
church-owned  Hispanic  institute  will 
close  this  year  while  a  second  is  in  deep 
financial  hardship  resulting  from 
devaluation  of  the  Mexican  peso. 

This  month  Holding  Institute  in  Laredo 
has  only  the  senior  class  in  high  school 
and  60  students  studying  English  as  a  se¬ 
cond  language.  The  rest  of  the  high 
school  and  a  five-grade  elementary 
school  were  shut  down  late  last  year.  To 
pay  the  unpaid  November  and  December 
salaries  of  20  staff  members.  Bishop 
Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  sent  an  emergency 
appeal  to  Southwest  Texas  and  Rio 
Grande  Conference  churches.  The 


National  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  made  a 
grant  of  $25,000. 

Clark  Davis,  chairperson  of  the 
Holding  board  of  directors,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  a  decision  to 
close  the  school  was  taken  in  October 
when  a  $180,000  debt  was  foreseen  by  the 
end  of  the  academic  year. 

He  estimated  80  percent  of  the  student 
body  at  the  103-year-old  school  came 
from  Mexico.  Consequently,  devaluation 
of  the  peso  on  Sept.  1  inflicted  a  severe 
blow  when  parents  had  to  pay  tuition. 
The  peso  went  from  49  to  the  U.S.  dollar 
in  August  to  70  to  the  dollar  in 


Federal  changes  may 
affect  taxes  of  clergy 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  —  If  pocket 
calculators  in  the  hands  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  and  in  those  of  other 
ordained  members  of  the  religious 
community  overheated  in  mid-January, 
it  could  be  because  of  two  announce¬ 
ments  here. 

The  first  announcement,  made  public 
in  early  1983  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service,  affects  income  tax  deductions 
by  clergy  using  a  housing  allowance  paid 
by  their  church  or  other  employer  to  buy 
a  home.  The  other,  and  more  sweeping, 
deals  with  proposed  changes  in  the 
nation’s  Social  Security  system. 

Announced  Jan.  15  by  a  bipartisan 
presidential  advisory  commission,  the 
latter  recommendations  would  increase 
by  43  percent  the  payments  made  into 
Social  Security  by  a  self-employed 
individual,  using  1983  rates.  This  boost 
might  be  eased,  however,  by  allowing 
half  the  amount  paid  into  Social  Security 
to  be  claimed  as  an  income  tax 
deduction. 

United  Methodist  pensions  officials  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  said  Jan.  17  that  answers 
to  many  specific  questions  must  await 
study  of  the  "fine  print”  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations.  One  such  question  is  to  what 
degree,  if  any.  the  provision  for  income 
tax  deduction  will  offset  the  increase  in 
Social  Security  payments. 

Presumably,  all  clergy  will  be 
considered  self-employed  persons  for 
Social  Security  purposes  except  those 
ordained  since  1968  who  filed  within  two 
years  of  their  ordination  a  request  for 
exclusion.  Gerald  E.  Homung.  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Pensions,  said 
most  United  Methodist  clergy  are 
covered  by  Social  Security. 

Some  clergy  already  retired  and 
drawing  Social  Security  benefits  could  be 
affected  by  the  proposed  changes. 

Annual  cost-of-living  adjustments,  now 
paid  in  July,  would  be  delayed  for  1983 
until  January,  1984,  and  then  paid  each 
January.  Depending  on  a  retired 
person’s  adjusted  gross  income,  up  to 
half  the  Social  Security  benefits  could  be 
subject  to  federal  income  tax. 

Before  any  of  the  proposed  changes  go 
into  effect  they  must  be  passed  by 
Congress  and  signed  by  President 
Reagan.  The  recommendations  are  said 
to  have  strong  bi-partisan  support  and 
are  believed  to  have  a  good  chance  of 
passage. 

Overall,  these  proposed  changes,  along 
with  others,  are  expected  to  provide  $169 


billion  during  the  next  seven  years  in  new 
Social  Security  revenue,  or  reductions  in 
benefits.  This,  supporters  of  the 
proposals  believe,  will  cover  most,  if  not 
all.  of  the  anticipated  deficit  of  $150 
billion  to  $200  billion  in  the  system  during 
that  period. 

Unlike  the  Social  Security  proposals, 
the  new  ruling  announced  by  IRS  does 
not  need  approval  by  Congress.  It  will 
take  effect  not  later  than  June  30  this 
year. 

Under  the  change,  clergy  buying  their 
own  houses  no  longer  will  be  permitted 
double  benefits  of  a  tax-exempt  housing 
allowance  plus  tax  deductions  for 
mortgage  interest  and  property  taxes.  In 
cases  where  total  housing  expenses  are 
greater  than  the  allowance  received,  a 
portion  of  the  interest  and  taxes  will 
continue  to  be  deductible. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  will  be  affected  by  this 
ruling,  but  use  of  housing  allowances  for 
home  purchases  has  become 
increasingly  popular  in  recent  years  as 
an  alternative  to  occupying  a  church- 
owned  parsonage. 


‘Class  clowns’  provide  special  ministry 


JACKSON,  Tenn.  —  For  a  group  of  students  here  at 
UM-related  Lambuth  College,  clowning  around  is 
serious  business.  The  Lambuth  Clowns,  a  special 
ministry  troupe  organized  in  1982,  has  enjoyed  broad 
based  popularity  as  they  perform  worship  services  in 
local  churches,  on  college  campuses  and  in  schools 
across  the  Memphis  Annual  Conference.  They  also 


offer  workshops  in  clown  ministry.  Says  “boss  clown” 
David  Garrett,  sophomore,  "In  our  worship  services 
we  take  the  Word  of  God  down  off  the  high  pedestal  to 
where  the  layperson  can  reach  it  and  understand  it.  It 
all  looks  pretty  silly  until  you  sit  down  and  think  about 
what  just  took  place.” 

LAMBl'Tli  COLLEGE  PHOTO 


r 


the  church  today  . . . 


September,  according  to  the  official  rate. 

Meanwhile,  in  El  Paso,  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  experienced  a  drop  in 
its  enrollment  from  511  students  in  1981- 
82  to  327  this  past  fall.  The  Rev.  Ruben 
Salcido,  president,  said  his  school  lost 
$200,000,  since  40  percent  of  income 
comes  from  tuition.  Most  of  its  students 
are  from  Mexico. 

Lydia  Patterson  is  in  a  somewhat 
better  position  than  Holding  Institute, 
however,  since  it  belongs  to  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction.  The  jurisdiction’s 
bishops  were  asked  to  raise  $248,000  by 
June  1983,  in  addition  to  $500,000  the 
jurisdiction  contributes  to  the  school 
regularly.  Letters  appealing  for  funds 
have  gone  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Mr.  Salcido  said. 

The  Lydia  Patterson  board  will  decide 
March  21-22  what  the  school’s  future  will 
be  after  the  church’s  response  to  the 
appeals  is  totaled,  he  said. 

Holding  Institute’s  situation  is  more 
complex.  Chartered  by  Southwest  Texas 
and  Rio  Grande  Conferences,  its  60-acre 
campus  is  owned  by  the  BGM  Women’s 
Division.  The  school  operates  within 
program  guidelines  set  by  the  BGM’s 
National  Division,  which  contributes 
$90,000  annually. 

The  Holding  campus  consists  of  a  gym. 
classroom  and  administration  building,  a 
small  elementary  school  and  five  resi¬ 
dences.  Two  of  these  and  a  cafeteria  were 
leased  to  the  Job  Corps  to  bring  in  funds. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  started  in 
1913,  has  an  administration  building,  a 
classroom  building  and  a  gym.  It  is  still 
running  grades  9-12  plus  classes  in 
English  as  a  second  language.  The  school 
has  an  administrative  staff  of  five  and  a 
faculty  of  29  teachers. 

At  the  end  of  the  1981-82  school  year  it 
had  a  cumulative  deficit  of  $85,000.  "but 
nothing  of  the  magnitude  we're  facing 
now  with  the  peso’s  devaluation,”  said 
Mr.  Salcido.  "We  discontinued  five  staff 
persons  and  cut  equipment  and  cafe¬ 
terias,  saving  $45,000.  That  reduced  the 
current  deficit  to  $248,000.  If  we  don’t  get 
the  money  from  the  church,  we  will  be  in 
deep  trouble.”  he  said. 


Two  consultations 
to  mark  bicentennial 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  The  first 
of  two  bicentennial  consultations  on  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  history  and  theology  will  be 
held  here  at  Drew  University  April  7-9. 
The  second  will  be  held  at  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta  Aug.  17-20. 

The  events  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry,  and  the 
two  schools.  "Methodism  and  Ministry; 
Historical  Explorations”  will  be  the 
theme  for  the  Drew  consultation.  Theme 
for  the  Emory  event  will  be  "Wesleyan 
Theology  and  the  Next  Century.” 

Invited  are  theological  school  faculty 
members,  students,  pastors  and  lay 
persons  from  any  of  the  denominations 
that  share  common  Wesleyan  roots  and 
for  whom  1984  is  a  bicentennial. 

Chaplains  division 
receives  $16,000 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  The  Division 
of  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  has 
received  $16,000  as  its  portion  of  offerings 
received  in  Air  Force  base  chapels  last 
Easter. 


‘Special  appointment’ 
merits,  flaws  debated 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Are  new 
denominational  requirements  “squeez¬ 
ing  out”  United  Methodist  ministers 
serving  in  appointments  beyond  the  local 
church? 

Yes,  asserted  some  participants 
attending  a  consultation  here  last  week 
particularly  in  areas  where  there  is  an 
oversupply  of  clergy  and  where  the 
number  of  ministers  in  specialized 
appointments  is  high. 

No,  said  others  who  argued  that  the 
new  requirements  adopted  by  the  1980 
General  Conference  mutually  benefit 
annual  conferences  and  the  ministers 
through  accountability  and  support 
systems. 

Since  1980,  clergy  in  appointments 
beyond  the  local  church  must  meet 
annually  with  the  bishop  in  whose  area 
they  serve.  They  must  file  a  yearly 
report  of  their  work  with  that  bishop, 
their  own  bishop,  their  charge 
conference  and  their  district 
superintendent.  These  clergy  must 
affiliate  with  a  local  church  in  the 


The  Rev.  Orris  E.  Kelly,  staff  exe¬ 
cutive  for  the  division,  said  the  offerings 
are  taken  at  the  chapels  each  Easter  and 
distributed  to  denominations  that 
provide  chaplains  for  the  Air  Force.  "It 
is  a  type  of  thank  offering  as  well  as  a 
way  to  help  provide  support  to  our 
ministry,”  Dr.  Kelly  said. 

The  division  uses  the  offering  to  sup¬ 
port  new  ministries  and  ethnic  minority 
persons  in  ministry  or  leadership  training. 

Hispanic  clergy  woman 
to  devise  curriculum 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  Hispanic 
clergywoman  from  DeSoto,  Texas,  has 
been  named  Director  of  Ethnic  Minority 
Resource  Development  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Mary  Lou  Santillan  Baert 
joined  the  staff  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Discipleship  here  Jan.  1.  As  a  staff 
member  of  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee,  located  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House,  she  will  manage 
and  guide  the  conception  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  special  language  and  other  cur¬ 
riculum  for  ethnic  minority  persons  in 
the  church. 


Ms.  Baert  has  an  undergraduate 
degree  in  Spanish  from  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas;  a  master’s 
degree  in  Christian  education  from 
Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  a 
master’s  degree  in  journalism  from 
Syracuse  (N.Y.)  University.  She  will 
complete  a  Master  of  Divinity  Degree  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU  this 
spring. 


Camping  Methodists 
report  national  growth 

PASADENA,  Tex.  -  National 
Camping  Methodists,  an  unofficial 
organization,  recently  reported  it  has  10 
local  chapters  in  six  states  and  member1 
ship  of  about  200  families. 

The  organization  intends,  according  to 
Melvin  Loeffler,  its  national  director,  to 
bind  together  Christian  families  who  like 
to  camp  and  to  promote  fellowship  and 
Christian  love  in  campgrounds  through¬ 
out  the  USA. 

Mr.  Loeffler  said  member  groups  are 
required  to  have  their,  own  worship 
services  on  Sunday  mornings  or  attend  a 
nearby  church  as  a  group. 


community  where  they  serve. 

Each  conference  board  of  ministry  has 
been  asked  to  form  a  committee  to  give 
attention  to  ministers  under  special 
appointments.  The  two-day  consultation 
here  included  representatives  from  more 
than  half  of  these  annual  conference 
committees.  This  was  the  second  such 
meeting  sponsored  by  three  divisions  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

There  are  37,816  ministerial  members 
of  the  73  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences.  Of  that  total,  4,074  are 
appointed  beyond  the  local  church,  a 
number  which  has  decreased  in  recent 
years. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Davis,  chaplain  who 
heads  the  Department  of  Pastoral  Care 
at  Parkland  Memorial  Hospital  in 
Dallas,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  new 
disciplinary  requirements.  He  compared 
the  restlessness  of  persons  under  special 
appointment  to  teenagers  within  a 
family:  "We  want  the  security  of  home, 
but  we  fight  against  it.” 


Letthe 
Bible  be  your  guide. 

A  trin  tn  Israel  is  like  leafine  ^  / 


A  trip  to  Israel  is  like  leafing 
through  the  pages  of  a  living  Bible.  With  illustrations 
you  can’t  see  anywhere  else  on  earth. 

See  your  favorite  passages  come  to  life. 

Visit  the  domed  church  on  the  shore  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilee,  traditional  site  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  “Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs 
is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.”  (Matthew  5:3) 

Travel  through  Judea  to  Jericho,  the  River 
Jordan  and  Bethlehem,  birthplace  of  David. 

You  can  still  visit  the  grotto  where  Mary 
placed  the  infant  Jesus  because,  “there  was 
no  room  for  them  at  the  inn.” 

From  there,  a  seven-minute  drive  (ah 
hour  by  donkey)  will  bring  you  to  the  gates 
of  Jerusalem,  City  of  Peace,  "Go  through 
Zion,  walk  around  her,  counting  her  towers, 
admiring  her  walls,  reviewing  her 
palaces..."  (Psalms 48:12) 

Page  by  page,  town  by  town,  you'll 
relive  biblical  epics.  And  you'll  follow 
the  words  of  Jesus  and  His  disciples, 

“through  the  cities  and  the  villages, 
teaching  and  journeying. .." 

(Luke  13:22) 

Come  to  Israel.  You  won't  need 
to  buy  a  guidebook  because 
you’ve  already  got  the  best  one 
ever  written. 


MVg/Cthgr 

Beatitudes 
_Cetpefr\aun\ 


ISRAEL 

Contact  your  travel  agent  or  The  Israel  Government  Tourist  Office 

3  SO  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y.  101 18 

(Offices  in  Houston,  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and  Toronto.) 
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Around  The  Conference 
l  St.  Andrew  UMC  Observed  Laity  Sunday 


Pastoral  Letters 


By  The  Reverend  Leland  D.  Wade 

Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

We  sometimes  think  that  life  can  be 
diagrammed  as  a  straight  line  where  we 
move  through  one  experience  after 
another.  This  shows  that  each  experience 
is  new  and  that  former  experiences 
prepared  you  for  life  as  it  happens.  I’m 
beginning  to  feel  that  this  isn’t  a  helpful 
picture. 

More  and  more,  I’m  beginning  to 
perceive  life  as  though  it  were  a  spiral 
staircase.  Basically,  we  meet  the  same 
problems  over  and  over  again.  At  times 
they  may  be  more  severe  and  at  times 
less  severe.  They  may  wear  many 
different  guises  that  make  it  difficult  to 
realize  we  have  had  to  deal  with  them 
before. 

We  don’t  become  the  masters  of  our 
lives.  We  don’t  one  at  a  time  solve 
problems  of  life  never  to  be  faced  again. 


Driving  to  the  west  coast,  you  only  pass 
through  Houston  once.  However,  in  life 
you  will  have  to  face  how  to  trust  over 
and  over  again.  We  will  constantly  have 
to  solve  the  dilemma  of  how  to  love 
particular  people.  Hopefully,  because  of 
spiritual  growth,  you  will  not  face  the 
problems  on  the  same  level,  but  you  will 
meet  them  again  and  again. 

I  don’t  think  it  has  been  our  experience 
to  have  grown  steadily  to  be  a  better 
Christian  with  every  passing  day.  In  fact, 
I  believe  our  experience  has  been  that 
some  days  we  slip  backwards  very 
badly.  This  reveals  constantly  that  we 
need  a  Savior.  If  we’re  not  slowly  solving 
life  we  certainly  need  a  loving  God  who 
understands  our  dilemma. 

I  believe  that  for  each  of  us  the 
experience  is  similar.  I  think  we  all  need 
to  know  a  loving  Christ.  Let  us  let  Him 
completely  into  our  lives.  He  understands 
our  total  life  more  than  we  dare  to 
believe. 


1800 Attend  My  Job 

A- 

Training  Workshop 


Pictured  above  on  the  left  is  the  Reverend  John  Sewell  teaching  a  training  session 
on  missions  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs  and  pictured  on  the 
right  are  Hattie  Scivicque,  Sam  Delrie,  and  the  Reverend  Freddie  Henderson  being 
welcomed  by  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed.  District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District  to  the  "My  Job"  training  event. 


■4 


v  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  heard  the  Conference 
$  Lay  Leader,  the  Honorable  Richard  Baker,  on  Laity  Sunday  recently.  Pictured 
left  to  right  are  Dr.  Peter  Sorant,  Mrs.  Baker,  Richard  Baker,  and  Charles 
Thomas,  Lay  Leader. 

The  Reverend  William  Eubanks  is  pastor  of  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist 
v  Church.  A 

f  Blount  Approved  as  a  Pastoral  Affiliate 

•j  Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount,  senior  minister  of  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
:•  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  has  been  approved  as  a  pastoral  affiliate  of  the 
•:  American  Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors.  Membership  in  the  AACP  is 
;i  indicative  of  skills  and  training  in  pastoral  care  and  counseling. 

|i  Video  Tape  Available  on  Nuclear  Arms 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Approximately  1800  attended  the  "My 
Job”  Training  workshop  held  in  nine 
selected  churches  across  the  Conference 
on  January  24.  Each  district  invited  local 
church  leaders  to  attend  the  special 
training  at  a  selected  church  in  their 
district.  A  television  production  by  the 
ronforonpp  Council  on  Ministries  was 


used  to  introduce  the  purpose  of  the 
training  event  and  help  create  a  positive 
attitude  toward  the  training  opportunity. 

The  Baton  Rouge/Hammond,  New 
Orleans/Houma  and  New  Orleans/Slidell 
districts  each  welcomed  approximately 
300  people  to  the  event. 


New  Lenten /Easter  Resources  Available 


A  video  tape  on  Nuclear  Arms  has 
been  placed  in  the  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center.  A  panel  of  three 
persons  discuss  the  political  and 
ethical  implications  of  the  nuclear 
arms  race.  Dr.  Cecil  Crabb,  professor 
of  Political  Science,  LSU,  and  Dr. 
Cecil  Eubanks,  chairman  of  Political 
Science  Department,  LSU,  present 
differing  views  on  nuclear  arms.  The 
former  defends  a  strong  nuclear 
arsenal;  the  latter  advocates  nuclear 
disarmament  as  the  surest  hope  of  the 
survival  of  civilization.  Dr.  Theodore 


Weber,  professor  of  Social  Ethics, 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  points  out  the  relevance  of 
Christian  Ethics  to  the  policies 
advocated  by  the  two  political 
scientists.  The  panel  was  originally 
presented  at  the  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The 
three  presentations  last  approximately 
forty  minutes.  They  are  especially 
suitable  for  presentation  to  adult 
classes  or  discussion  groups  wanting 
a  balanced  approach  with  an  effort  to 
seek  guidance  from  Christian  ethics. 


The  church  school  lesson  via  satellite 
for  February  will  be  “John  Wesley  and 
the  Beginning  of  Methodism”  by  Dr. 
Alton  Hancock.  It  will  be  transmitted 
each  Sunday  on  satellite  Satcom  3, 
Channel  18.  Teacher  training  broadcasts 
on  Tuesday  nights  will  be  as  follows : 

February  8  —  Satellite  W4,  Channel  9 
February  15  &  22  —  Satellite  W4, 
Channel  19 

Books  ($2  each)  and  scripts  for  the  series 
may  be  obtained  through  your  district 
superintendent’s  office. 


SOMETHING  NEW 
Beginning  March  6,  the  church  school 
lesson  via  satellite  will  be  based  upon 
THE  INTERNATIONAL  LESSON 
ANNUAL  1982-83  which  will  be  a  thirteen 
week  study  on  the  Book  of  Acts.  Guest 
lecturer  for  this  series  will  be  Dr.  Webb 
Pomeroy  of  Centenary  College.  The 
teacher’s  study  guide  for  the  series  is 
THE  INTERNATIONAL  LESSON 
ANNUAL  1982-83  and  the  student’s  book- 
is  entitled  ADULT  BIBLE  STUDIES 
(March-May  Quarterly)  Book  of  Acts. 
Teachers  desiring  to  use  the  television 
series  should  order  their  study  material 
from  Cokesbury. 


A  collection  of  new  Bible  studies, 
inspirational  readings,  plays  and  other 
resources  to  celebrate  the  1983 
Lent/Easter  season  has  been  prepared 
by  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

“The  Lord  Is  My  Salvation”  by  J. 
Christian  Wilson  is  the  new  adult 
curriculum  Bible  study  for  Lent.  It  is  one 
of  the  “Scripture  for  the  Church 
Seasons”  publications,  a  series  published 
by  Graded  Press.  The  seven-session  unit 
gives  adults  an  opportunity  to  achieve  a 
fuller  and  deeper  understanding  of 
salvation  and  a  keener  appreciation  for 
what  Gocf  has  aorieTofus  in 'Jesus  Christ. 

Guidance  for  usin&  the  curriculum 
study  with  intergenerational  groups  can 
be  found  in  “A  Guide  for  Intergenera¬ 


tional  Study  of  ‘The  Lord  Is  My  Salva¬ 
tion,’  ”  also  published  by  Graded  Press. 

“The  Sanctuary  for  Lent,  1983”  by 
Maxie  Dunnam  and  "The  Hope  That 
Never  Disappoints"  by  Beverly  Madison 
Currin  are  two  devotional  books  released 
by  Abingdon  Press  for  Lent.  "The 
Sanctuary  for  Lent,”  a  pocket  size,  daily 
devotional  guide,  challenges  readers  to 
look  at  their  habits,  desires,  and  longings 
in  the  light  of  Christ  and  his  call  upon  our 
lives.  “The  Hope  That  Never 
Disappoints”  is  an  original  128  page 
paperback  book  based  on  the  hope-filled 
messages  in  Romans  5. 

Additional  resources  for  use  during 
Lent  and  Easter  are  described  in 
Cokesbury’s  Spring  1983  catalog  mailed 
recently  from  the  house 


‘World  Marriage  Day’  in  Lousiana  j:  ‘60  Minutes 9 Segment  Denounced  : Uon  V OC^Hon 


Governor  David  C.  Treen  has  joined 
thousands  of  married  couples 
statewide  for  the  third  year  now  in 
supporting  strong  marital  relation¬ 
ships  by  proclaiming  February  13, 
1983  as  “World  Marriage  Day”  in 
Louisiana. 

The  Louisiana  Proclamation  is  part 
of  a  nationwide  campaign  aimed  at 
recognizing  that  marriage  still  forms 
the  structural  foundation  of  society., 
“We  are  a  world  of  families  deriving 
our  strength,  fostering  our  values  and 
enduring  our  crises  on  the  firm 
foundation  of  the  family  unit”  and 
"the  strengthening  of  marriage  and 
family  relationships  is  an  ongoing 
process  demanding  the  commitment 
and  concern  of  all  citizens,”  said 
Governor  Treen  in  the  proclamation. 

The  “World  Marriage  Day” 
campaign  began  with  a  few  couples  in 
Baton  Rouge  in  1981  and  has  been 
fostered  by  World  Marriage 
Encounter.  Last  year^  "flirty- three 
governors  signed  a  proclamation,  a 
letter  of  encouragement  was  received 
from  President  Reagan  and  seven 
foreign  countries  joined  the 
observance.  State  support  included 
that  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  as  well  as  the  Family  Life 
Offices  of  the  Catholic  Dioceses.  An 
interfaith  festival  "Families  Alive” 
was  celebrated  in  Baton  Rouge 
where,  this  year,  the  focus  is  on 
honoring  the  longest  married  couple 
in  each  congregation.  State 
coordinators  for  the  event  are  Jim 
and  Gwen  Braud  (504  )  641-6162;  a  free 
pastoral  packet  for  church  use  can  be 
obtained  from  Larry  and  Sandra 
Waguespack  (504  )  766-5798. 


Proclamation 

By  DAVID  C.  TREEN 
Governor 

WHEREAS,  we  are  a  world  of 
families,  deriving  our  strength, 
fostering  our  values  and  enduring  our 
crises  on  the  firm  foundation  of  the 
family  unit;  and 

WHEREAS,  at  the  heart  of  the 
family  is  a  healthy  marriage,  com¬ 
mitted  to  mutual  trust,  communica¬ 
tion  and  shared  responsibilities  of 
husband  and  wife;  and 
WHEREAS,  the  joy,  respect,  and 
growth  fostered  by  marriage  provides 
us  with  vision  and  hope  for  our  state, 
nation,  and  world;  and 
WHEREAS,  this  era  of 
technological  and  sociological  change 
has  adversely  influenced  the  vitality 
of  marriage  and  family  life  ;  and 
WHEREAS,  the  strengthening  of 
marriage  and  family  relationships  is 
an  ongoing  process  demanding  the 
commitment  and  concern  of  all 
citizens; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  DAVID  C. 
TREEN,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  do  hereby  proclaim 
Sunday,  February  13, 1983  as  WORLD 
MARRIAGE  DAY  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  call  upon  all  citizens  to 
celebrate  the  institution  of  marriage 
and  foster  the  love,  concern,  and 
mutual  respect  which  encompass  a 
healthy  marriage  and  family  life. 

World  Marriage  Day 
February  13, 1983 
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serving  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Top  officials  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  have  denounced  a  “60 
Minutes”  segment  on  the  work  of  the 
NCCC  and  other  mainline  Protestant 
groups  as  distorted,  senational,  and 
biased.  They  firmly  deny  the  implication 
of  the  segment  —  that  national  church 
agencies  support  communism  —  and  say 
the  program  was  wholly  unable  to 
support  this  claim. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  president  of 
the  NCCC  and  the  sole  representative  of 
the  NCCC  taped  by  “60  Minutes”  for  use 
in  the  segment  that  aired  January  23, 
said,  "60  Minutes  did  nothing  to  present 
the  other  side.  It  offered  a  sensational 
and  biased  editorial  rather  than 
responsible  and  accurate  journalism. 

Dr.  Claire  Randall,  general  secretary 
of  the  NCCC,  said,  "The  contention  that 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  has  become  a 
political  organization  that  supports 
communism  is  ludicrous  and  was  not 
supported  by  any  evidence.” 

Dr.  Eugene  Stockwell,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  NCCC’s  largest 
unit,  the  Division  of  Overseas  Ministries, 
said,  “We  do  not  support  terrorism  from 
the  right  or  from  the  left.  It  has  never 
been  proved  that  we  do.” 

His  statement  was  seconded  by  Dr. 
Paul  McCleary,  executive  director  of 
Church  World  Service,  the  NCCC’s  relief 
and  development  agency.  “The 
allegation  that  we  support  armed 
revolution  is  false.  Armed  revolution  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  work  we  are  doing. 
Through  our  relief  and  development 
activities,  we  do  hope  to  bring  about 
gradual  social  change  in  countries  where 
there  is  need.  We  do  not  support 
communism.” 

“I  am  amazed  at  the  lack  of  basic 
kindness  and  humaneness  of  some  of  this 
criticism.  The  critics  seem  to  be  saying 
that  one  should  not  give  a  cup  of  water  or 
a  crust  of  bread  to  another  human  being 
if  he  or  she  happens  to  be  living  under  a 
government  with  which  they  disagree,” 
said  Randall. 

"My  conservative  home  church  in 
Texas  taught  me  the  meaning  of  the 
Good  Samaritan  story,  and  that 
Christians  should  reach  out  across 
barriers,”  she  continued.  “I  am  proud  of 
the  accomplishments  of  the  NCCC  in 


helping  the  needy,  and  I  am  distressed  to 
see  a  news  organization  take  such  a 
secular,  politicized,  and  inaccurate  view 
of  Christian  love  and  justice  at  work.” 

The  church  leaders  point  out  that  it  is 
not  they  but  their  critics  and  “60 
Minutes”  who  have  given  a  political  slant 
to  the  churches  work.  “When  Morley 
Safer  suggests  that  the  choice  is  between 
a  Soviet/Cuban  view  of  reality  and  a 
Logansport  view  of  reality,  he  has 
missed  the  point  entirely,”  said 
Armstrong.  "The  church  does  not  exist  to 
reflect  the  values  of  either  Leningrad  or 
Logansport,  but  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 


Changes  in 
Appointments 

The  following  changes  in 
appointments  have  been  released  by 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin. 

Charles  David  Billings  to  be 
Executive  Secretary,  Office  of 
Technical  Assistant,  Agency 
Concerns  Program  Unit,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  National 
Division. 

Millicent  Charlene  Feske  as 
pastor  of  the  St.  Mark’s  Felicity 
Charge,  New  Orleans/Slidell 
District. 

James  Robert  Woodward  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital, 
Chemical  Dependency  Unit,  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District 

Lewis  Malcolm  Morris,  Jr.  as 
pastor  of  the  Livingston-James 
Chapel-Mangum  Chapel  Charge, 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District. 
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A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

In  search  of  truth,  perspective  in  the  midst  of  a  word-storm 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III  their  own  cause, 

UMR  Editor  case. 

The  Jan.  23  “60  Minutes”  program 
focusing  on  alleged  support  of  Marxist 
groups  by  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches  quite  naturally  has 
raised  concerns  among  many  Christians 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  28  and  elsewhere  in  this 
issue).  Because  of  the  time  span  in  which 
it  appeared,  the  “60  Minutes”  program 
also  naturally  invites  comparison  with 
an  article  on  the  same  subject  in  the 
January  issue  of  the  Reader’s  Digest 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  31  and  Jan.  14). 

There  are  two  dangers  of  opposite  but 
roughly  equal  importance  that  must  be 
avoided  by  anyone  sifting  through  all  the 
claims  and  counter-claims  in  search  of 
the  truth. 

First,  one  must  avoid  developing  a 
“siege  mentality,”  in  which  any 
evaluative  comment  is  automatically 
regarded  as  an  “attack”  unless  it  is 
entirely  favorable.  When  an  individual  or 
organization  has  been  unfairly  attacked 
—  as  these  ecumenical  bodies  have  been 
on  numerous  occasions  —  it  is  both  easy 
and  tempting  to  react  in  this  manner. 

One  can  understand  and  forgive  those 
who  develop  such  a  distorted 
perspective.  One  cannot  prevent  them 
from  doing  serious  harm  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  or  their  own  institutional  cause  by 
being  overly  defensive  or  by 
misidentifying  critics  as  enemies. 

Second,  one  must  avoid  making  the 
assumption  that  a  list  of  charges  in  one 
report  is  automatically  authenticated  by 
the  subsequent  appearance  of  a  similar 
report  in  another  medium.  For  one  who 
already  feels  some  discomfort  with  the 
NCC,  the  WCC  and/or  some  other 
“mainline”  religious  groups,  it  is  both 
easy  and  tempting  to  confuse  repeated 
allegations  with  facts,  and  a  presentation 
of  selected  facts  with  the  whole  truth. 

One  can  understand  and  forgive  those 
who  develop  and  disseminate  such  a 
distorted  perspective.  One  cannot 
prevent  them  from  doing  serious  harm  to 
the  cause  of  Christ,  and  ultimately  to 

Church’s  response  available 

Persons  interested  in  securing  a  pack¬ 
et  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
National  Council  of  Churches  responses 
to  the  Reader’s  Digest  and  “60  Minutes” 
program  may  do  so  by  simply  sending  a 
letter  or  postcard  indicating  your 
interest  to : 

Response  To  Digest,  “60  Minutes" 

UM  General  Commission  on  Christian 

Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1300 
New  York.  New  York  10115 


by  overstating  their 


An  initial  difference 

It  is  altogether  plausible  to  contend 
that  the  “60  Minutes”  report  may  raise 
more  questions  about  the  integrity  of  the 
organized  church  than  the  Reader’s 
Digest  article  simply  because  of  the 
relative  size  of  the  “60  Minutes” 
audience  and  the  relative  power  of  an 
audio-visual  image  alongside  a  printed 
page.  While  there  is  some  overlapping  of 
themes  and  subject  matter  in  the  two 
reports,  however,  we  consider  it 
inaccurate  and  irresponsible  to  look 
upon  and  label  them  as  though  they  are 
two  pieces  from  the  same  bolt  of  cloth. 

In  a  previous  editorial,  we  referred  to 
the  Reader's  Digest  article  as  a 
broadside  “attack"  on  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  This  description  was 
not  an  exaggeration,  and  we  stand  by  it. 
The  Digest  article  was  presented  as  a 
factual  expose  when,  in  fact,  it  was  a 
mixture  of  facts,  half-truths,  distortions, 
and  innuendo.  No  effort  was  made  to 
present  “the  other  side"  in  that  article, 
nor  subsequently.  In  fact,  the  Digest  paid 
the  author  to  compose  a  defense  of  her 
original  article.  In  it,  she  seeks  to  use  her 
own  narrow  ideological  biases  and 
assumptions  to  prove  her  original 
contentions.  By  any  measure  of  fairness 
of  which  we  are  aware,  the  Reader’s 
Digest  article  remains  a  vicious  and 
unqualified  attack  on  the  integrity  of  the 
NCC  and  all  who  are  related  to  it. 

Not  equally  an  ‘attack’ 

We  are  concerned  by  the  number  of 
usually  discerning  people  within  the 
church  who  have  immediately  and 
vehemently  reacted  to  the  “60  Minutes” 
report  as  though  it  was  equally— or  more— 
“an  attack”  on  the  NCC  and  the  WCC. 

We  are  scarcely  prepared  to  defend  the 
interviewing  and  reporting  style  of  “60 
Minutes,”  its  choice  of  camera  angles,  or 
the  narrow  selection  of  NCC  and  WCC 
activities  on  which  its  report  was 
focused.  Any  one  of  these  areas  —  or 
others  —  could  legitimately  be  subjected 
to  critical  scrutiny. 

We  feel  duty-bound  to  point  out, 
however,  that  the  “60  Minutes”  report 
included  not  only  critics  of,  but  also 
defenders  of,  the  ecumenical  movement. 
Unlike  the  Digest  article,  the  “60 
Minutes”  report  included  a  number  of 
qualifications  and  cautions,  such  as  an 
acknowledgment  that  only  a  tiny  per¬ 
centage  of  giving  to  the  church  was  re¬ 
lated  to  the  questions  being  raised,  and  a 
similar  acknowledgment  that  it  is 


possible  for  those  engaging  in  such 
probes  to  resort  to  “guilt  by  association" 
tactics.  We  do  not  believe  these  differ¬ 
ences  can  responsibly  be  ignored  or 
treated  as  insignificant. 

Toward  an  accurate  perspective 

Consequently,  we  believe  the  “60 
Minutes”  report  cannot  simply  be 
dismissed  as  another  irresponsible  “at¬ 
tack.”  On  the  basis  of  our  own 
independent  research  and  experience, 
we  offer  the  following  observations  for 
those  who  saw  or  heard  about  the  “60 
Minutes”  broadcast,  who  feel  concern  or 
anger  about  what  was  said  or  portrayed 
there,  and  who  want  to  develop  a  fair  and 
responsible  perspective. 

1.  The  format  and  approach  of  the 
program  in  question  was  altogether 
typical  of  the  fare  which  has  made  “60 
Minutes”  one  of  commercial  TV’s  top- 
rated  shows.  One  way  of  describing  that 
approach  is  “who  are  they  gonna  get  this 
week?”  It  is  unrealistic  to  expect  that 
such  a  show  would  ever  attempt  to 
provide  a  balanced,  general  profile  of 
any  individual  or  organization. 

It  is  likewise  unrealistic  to  lament  the 
abandonment  of  objectivity  of  a  given 
“60  Minutes”  report.  One  cannot 
abandon  what  one  has  never  possessed. 
A  person  watching  a  program  like  “60 
Minutes”  should  be  aware  that  the  menu 
is  as  much  entertainment  and  gossip  as  it 
is  news  —  all  produced  and  presented  in 
a  slick  and  highly  professional  manner. 
This  does  not  automatically  discredit 
everything  “60  Minutes”  reports,  but  it 
does  suggest  that  such  revelations  should 
be  evaluated  critically  and  regarded  as 
something  more  than  “the  truth." 

2.  There  was  really  nothing  new  or 
startling  in  the  “60  Minutes”  report 
except  that  “60  Minutes”  had  decided  to 
focus  its  cameras  and  investigative 
techniques  on  a  cluster  of  issues  which 
have  long  been  debated  in  church  circles. 
Nearly  all  the  pertinent  facts,  claims  and 
counter-claims  presented  by  “60 
Minutes"  have  been  previously  reported 
and  debated  in  a  variety  of  church  media 
for  more  than  a  decade.  A  regular  and 
careful  reader  of  this  publication  would 
have  found  much  to  affirm,  question, 
and/or  regret  —  but  really  nothing 
shocking  —  in  the  “60  Minutes”  report. 
In  fact,  most  of  the  same  critical 
questions  about  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  were  raised  as  long  ago  as  the 
mid-1960’s  by  Dr.  Paul  Ramsey,  a 
distinguished  Christian  ethicist  at 
Princeton  University,  in  his  provocative 
book  “Who  Speaks  for  the  Church?” 

All  problems  not  media-caused 

3.  There  probably  would  have  been  no 


issue  sufficiently  interesting  to  attract 
the  scrutiny  of  “60  Minutes”  if  leaders  of 
the  various  churches  related  to  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  had 
responded  adequately  to  the  concerns 
expressed  by  large  numbers  of 
“mainline"  Christians  over  the  past  10-15 
years.  Too  often  sincere  concerns  about 
specific  programs  have  been  met  with 
indirect  answers  rather  than  taken  ser¬ 
iously  and  addressed  with  complete 
candor.  Likewise,  expressions  of  concern 
about  an  observable,  statistically  veri¬ 
fiable  imbalance  in  the  rhetoric  and 
goals  of  numerous  programs  with  politi¬ 
cal  overtones  supported  by  the  NCC,  the 
WCC,  and  various  “mainline”  denomina¬ 
tional  groups  frequently  have  been 
answered  with  high-sounding  reminders 
about  pluralism,  and  occasionally  by 
“stonewalling"  and/or  attacks  on  the 
integrity  of  those  expressing  the 
concerns. 

We  winced  when  one  of  the  NCC/WCC 
critics  accused  the  church  of  “lying” 
during  the  “60  Minutes”  program.  How¬ 
ever,  if  steadfastly  refusing  to 
acknowledge  and  come  to  terms  with 
facts  which  are  transparently  available 
is  a  form  of  lying  —  and  we  believe  it  is  — 
then  we  should  be  restrained  in  our 
indignation  toward  those  making  such 
charges. 

Without  minimizing  the  seriousness  of 
any  of  the  foregoing  conclusions,  they 
must  be  recognized  as  vastly  different 
from  undocumented  —  and  untruthful  — 
contentions  that  any  of  the  organizations 
in  question  are  “Marxist”  or  “Marxist- 
dominated.” 

Some  harm  self-inflicted 

4.  The  single  most  damaging  aspect  of 
the  “60  Minutes"  examination  of  the 
alleged  “tilt  to  the  left”  by  mainline 
church  groups  did  not  come  from  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  host,  its  research  staff,  or  those 
who  have  made  the  reform  of  such 
groups  their  special  cause.  Rather  a 
series  of  comments  from  the  lips  of  the 
Rev.  Philip  Potter,  chief  executive  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  created  the 
impression  that  he  was  genuinely  un¬ 
aware  of  the  barbed  wire  barrier  separ¬ 
ating  East  and  West  Germany  or  its  pur¬ 
pose  —  much  less  the  logical,  qualitative 
inferences  about  life  in  those  two  social 
orders  which  the  barbed  wire  reflects. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  WCC 
critics  to  provide  actual  evidence  of  that 
organization’s  alleged  disregard  for 
human  rights  abuses  in  communist- 
ruled  countries  on  a  par  with  the 
impression  left  by  Dr.  Potter’s 
comments. 

5.  So  long  as  church  leaders  have 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Church  should  give  clear  answers  to  questions 


To  the  Editor . 

I  read  with  much  interest  your 
editorial  concerning  the  recent  article  in 
the  Reader’s  Digest  which  I  have  read 
like  many  other  United  Methodists.  I 
appreciate  your  views  but  such  tactics  as 
you  employed  are  below  the  level  of 
quality  and  commitment  to  truth  we 
have  come  to  know  and  respect  from  the 
Reporter. 

We  live  in  an  age  where  the  cause  of 
Christ  needs  some  type  of  ecumenical 
organization  like  the  National  and  World 
Council  of  Churches.  Yet  I  must  confess 
that  I  have  had  some  questions  about 
where  the  money  I  give  is  used  by  the 
NCC.  These  questions  have  been  in  my 
mind  long  before  Mr.  Jessup  made  his 
study  or  the  Readers  Digest  printed  its 
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stories.  Many  of  my  questions  are  the 
result  of  reading  news  items  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  other  major  newspapers. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  (1)  if  the 
article  in  Readers  Digest  contains 
errors  or  false  information  then  the  NCC 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church  need  to 
rely  on  the  laws  dealing  with  such  things. 
(2)  It  would  be  most  helpful  if  the  NCC 
and  the  church  would  make  full 
disclosure  of  how  all  funds  are  disbursed 
available  in  language  which  the  average 
church-goer  can  understand  instead  of 
using  theological  jargon  to  explain  how 
and  where  the  money  was  spent.  Such 
words  as  “liberation,”  “revolution,”  etc. 
only  confirm  in  many  persons'  minds 
that  their  money  is  not  being  used  as  they 
want  it  to  be  used.  (3)  Instead  of 
mounting  similar  attacks  in  official 
publications,  the  NCC  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  need  to  publicly  produce  the 
evidence  which  proves  their  innocence. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  the  time  is 
coming  when  for  the  sake  of  its  own 
witness  for  Christ  and  the  Kingdom  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  going  to  have 
to  take  a  stand  declaring  it  is  either  for 
all  the  NCC  does,  or  that  it  is  against  it  in 
whole  or  part.  It  may  mean  we  will  have 
to  withdraw  from  the  NCC  and  the  WCC 
to  help  form  a  new  body  committed  to 
doing  what  the  majority  of  grassroots 
United  Methodists  believe  the  church 
needs  to  be  doing  in  our  country  and  the 
world. 

Wayne  Norman 
Quitaque.  Texas 

Reader’s  Digest 
approach  not  new 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  fortunate  that  officials  and 
readers  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
are  at  last  getting  to  know  Reader’s 
Digest  (See  UMR,  Jan.  14)  for  what  it 
really  is.  Its  actions  are  not  new. 

I  learned  as  a  public  school  teacher  in 
1940  that  Reader's  Digest : 

*  paid  ghost  writers  to  write 
“undigested”  articles  to  fit  its  own 
prejudices  and  biases  . 

♦  made  untruthful  allegations  about 
many  worthwhile  causes  and  organiza¬ 
tions; 

•  promised  to  retract  or  print  “the 
other  side  of  the  story"  but  never  did  so ; 

*  fostered  courses  that  agreed  with  its 
own  reactionary,  ultra-conservative 
philosophy 

Use  of  the  publication  by  my  students 
was  stopped.  I  don’t  subscribe  to 
Reader’s  Digest  and  urge  my  friends 
likewise. 

In  my  judgment  Reader's  Digest 
deserves  to  be  boycotted  as  much  or 
more  than  does  Nestle’s.  and  I’ve  seen 


the  situation  in  Nigeria. 

Best  wishes  in  your  struggle  with 
Reader’s  Digest  and  I  hope  you  have 
better  luck  than  others  have  had. 

Seth  Fisher 

Lake  Hubert,  Minnesota 

Digest  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reader’s  Digest  prints  thousands 
of  articles  on  innumerable  subjects  by 
identified  authors.  Do  you  hold  the  Digest 
accountable  for  the  accuracy  and 
objectivity  of  every  one  of  those  articles 
and  for  editorially  endorsing  their 
content?  The  NCC  and  UMC  hierarchy 
(and  the  Reporter)  are  indulging  in  pure 
demagoguery  in  their  attacks  on  the  Di¬ 
gest-  , 

I  find  the  January  Reader’s  Digest 
article  very  much  in  line  with  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  NCC  that  I  have  read  else¬ 
where  over  the  years. 

Rather  than  intemperate  attacks  on 
the  people  who  have  the  integrity  to  ven¬ 
tilate  the  radicalism  and  politicization  of 
the  WCC,  NCC  and  the  top  boards  of  the 
UMC,  these  organizations  should  instead 
change  course  back  to  something  that  is 
worthy  of  support. 

Ray  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 

‘Hipshot  reaction’ 
to  Digest  repudiated 

To  the  Editor: 

Ad  nauseum!  That  is  the  only  phrase 
which  properly  describes  the  hipshot 
reaction  to  the  Reader  s  Digest 
articles  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

How  mindless  do  some  of  our  church 
officials  think  we  are  that  they  can 
flippantly  and  blatantly  dismiss  both 
articles  as  a  "hatchet  job,”  “half 
truths,”  and  the  product  of  “neo- 
McCarthyism”?  Such  comments  tend  to 
confirm  our  worst  suspicions 
Clear  the  air!  Give  us  the  truth!  ALL 
the  truth!  If  these  two  organizations  are 
positively  promoting  the  work  and  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  then  let’s  support  them. 
But.  if  not,  let’s  bury  them ! 

Kenneth C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 

Digest  editorial  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Jan.  14  editorial  on  the  Reader’s 
Digest  and  its  technique  in  articles  about 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
National  Council  of  Churches  is  right  on 
target. 

You  just  about  said  it  all.  May  I  add 
that,  Mafia  or  not,  it’s  hard  to  under¬ 
stand  how  people  can  swallow  the  output 
of  a  publication  that  has  joined  the  crowd 
with  its  get-rich-quick  sweepstakes. 


Furthermore,  a  reputable  publication 
gives  readers  an  opportunity  to  respond 
by  publishing  Letters  to  the  Editor.  I 
wonder  why  Reader’s  Digest  is  afraid  to 
publish  corrections  or  dissenting  views 
from  its  readers. 

Thank  you  for  a  great  Reporter. 

Howard  H.  Patrick 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio 

Reader  cancels  Digest 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  the  Reader’s  Digest  has  about  8 
million  circulation,  I  was  thinking  how 
great  it  would  be  if  about  2  million  United 
Methodists  would  cancel  their 
subscriptions  today.  I  for  one  will  not  buy 
another  one. 

Frank  Whitt 

Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina 


“many  parishioners  with  the  feeling  that 
their  frustrations  are  falling  on  deaf 
ears,”  as  one  of  the  critics  on  "60 
Minutes"  contended,  destructive 
discontent  will  fester  continually  in  the 
church  and  be  aggravated  by  the 
inevitable  appearance  now  and  then  of  a 
Reader’s  Digest-type  article  or  a  “60 
Minutes”-type  telecast.  Each  such 
occurrence  serves  to  undermine  the 
confidence  of  some  persons  in  the 
church.  It  is  debatable  as  to  whether 
such  occurrences  are  more  the  result  of 
unresponsiveness  by  the  church’s  lead¬ 
ers,  or  by  irresponsible  media  attention. 

Two  essential  points 

6.  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  president 
of  the  NCC,  made  two  powerfully 
important  points,  when  interviewed  by 
”60  Minutes,”  which  cannot  be 
overemphasized. 

•  First,  the  primary  responsibility  of  a 
Christian  leader  is  not  to  discover  and 
reflect  popular  opinions,  but  to  be 
faithful  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  Second,  as  Christians,  we  do  not 
belong  to  Karl  Marx  or  Adam  Smith,  but 
to  Jesus  Christ.  And  we  must  recognize 
that  every  political  and  economic 
system,  including  our  own,  is  subject  to 
the  judgment  of  God. 

To  the  extent  that  any  group’s 
statements  or  actions  are  consistent  with 
these  declarations,  we  should  be 
prepared  to  pay  any  price  to  defend  them 
rather  than  capitulate  to  criticism.  For 
example,  we  should  not  allow  the  refusal 
by  some  persons  to  distinguish  between 
humanitarian  service  and  political 
support  to  curb  our  commitment,  'as 
Christians,  to  provide  the  former 
anywhere  in  the  world  —  including  coun¬ 
tries  with  communist  governments. 

Neither  should  we  tolerate,  however, 
instances  of  the  church  being  used  to 
promote  an  ideology  or  system  which 
equates  Marxist  values  with  Christian 
values,  any  more  than  we  would  affirm 
equating  capitalism  with  Christianity. 
Such  a  statement  predictably  will  cause 
some  persons  to  raise  the  specter  of 
“witchhunts”  and  McCarthyism.  We  do 
not  minimize  the  danger  of  repeating  and 
reliving  some  dreadful  mistakes  of  the 


My  Witness 

A  church  living  out  Word  of  God 
is  a  church  on  fire  and  moving 


By  JEAN  P.  JONES 

Caring  for  the  congregation  is  a  rather 
broad  subject  but  it  is  a  responsibility  of 
everyone  in  the  church. 

First  of  all,  Jesus  was  our  perfect 
example  in  that  He  cared  enough  to  die 
on  the  cross  for  our  sins.  Jesus  is  the 
Good  Shepherd  who  cared,  and  cares,  for 
people  everywhere. 

The  pastor  is  the  second  most 
important  person  in  caring  for  a 
congregation.  His  special  responsibility 
is  to  feed  us  spiritually.  When  we  hear 
the  Word  of  God,  our  faith  is  increased! 

But,  every  member  of  the  church  must 
take  a  part!  We  must  also  praise  God  and 
support  the  church  financially.  We  must 
also  care  enough  to  teach  little  children 
the  ways  of  Christ. 

If  someone  is  sick,  visiting  them  is 
important!  In  case  someone  is 
downhearted  or  depressed,  we  should 
say  an  encouraging  word!  Laypersons 
should  not  automatically  leave  these 
functions  for  the  pastor  to  perform. 

When  we  care  about  the  whole  person 
—  both  spiritual,  physical  and  emotional 
needs  —  the  result  will  be  a  well-rounded 
individual. 

If  a  congregation  is  taught  the  Word  of 
God  and  we  live  what  we  are  taught,  then 
we  should  have  a  church  that  is  on  fire 
and  moving  with  God! 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Jean  P. 
Jones,  lives  in  Lothian,  Maryland. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
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past.  But  neither  can  we  understate  the 
danger  to  the  church’s  present  integrity 
and  future  existence  if  we  operate  with  a 
double  standard,  blinding  ourselves  to 
one  problem  in  order  to  avoid  another. 

Issues  complex,  not  simple 
It  should  be  obvious  from  the  foregoing 
that  the  issues  are  far  more  complex 
than  most  NCC/WCC  critics  are  willing  to 
admit.  Protestant  Christians  do  not 
accept  the  infallibility  of  the  papacy  or 
any  other  human  institution.  That  cer¬ 
tainly  includes  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
and  the  various  denominations  related  to 
these  organizations.  But  it  also  includes 
those  who  attack  or  raise  serious  ques¬ 
tions  about  these  organizations.  We 
should  be  especially  leery  of  accusations 
made  by  individuals  and  groups  whose 
basic  purpose  is  something  other  than 
promoting  the  cause  of  Christ. 

However,  we  should  neither  un¬ 
critically  accept  nor  dismiss  allega¬ 
tions  made  against  organizations  like  the 
NCC  and  WCC.  If  we  are  to  assess  such 
charges  fairly,  we  should  seek  out  and 
consider  the  response  of  those  criticized 
before  reaching  a  conclusion.  Each 
criticism  or  group  of  criticisms  should  be 
investigated  and  evaluated  on  its  own 
merit,  and  not  on  the  basis  of  any  pre¬ 
conceived  commitment  except  the  pursuit 
of  truth.  As  a  news  organization,  this  has 
been  and  will  remain  the  Reporter’s  first 
commitment  when  questions  are  leveled  a- 
gainst  a  church-related  agency  or  institution. 

What  our  evaluation  revealed 

Having  so  evaluated  the  most  recent 
group  of  allegations  regarding  the 
National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches,  we  feel  confident  in 
reaffirming  the  basic  integrity  of  these 
organizations,  and  assuring  persons 
whose  churches  belong  to  these  bodies 
that  no  money  dropped  in  an  offering 
plate  on  Sunday  morning  could 
eventually  find  its  way  into  the  hands  of 
Marxist  guerrillas  as  some  critics  have 
stated  or  implied,  except  in  the  unlikely 
event  that  it  should  be  so  designated  by 
the  donor. 

Further,  we  believe  any  full  and  fair 
assessment  of  the  varied  religious  and 
humanitarian  activities  of  these  ecu¬ 
menical  organizations  will  end  with  the 
conclusion  that  they  do  far  more  to 
further  the  cause  of  Christ  than  to  retard 
or  subvert  it.  Suggestions  that  our  church 
should  withdraw  from  the  NCC  and/or 
the  WCC  make  about  the  same  type  of 
sense  as  suggestions  that  the  United 
States  should  withdraw  from  the  United 
Nations  because  some  U.N.  programs  do 
not  meet  with  our  approval. 


consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness."  The  National  Christian 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  222198,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


One  major  unresolved  issue  MJU 

When  all  but  the  most  basic  questions 
and  concerns  are  set  aside,  the  one 
nagging,  inadequately  resolved  issue  is 
not  whether  Christians  should  become 
involved  with  political  and  economic 
issues.  It  is  rather  the  contention  that 
parts  of  the  NCC,  the  WCC,  and  some 
“mainline”  denominations  have 
demonstrated  a  continuing  and 
unbalanced  “pattern  of  support  for 
totalitarian  leftist  organizations,”  with 
enough  substantiating  information  to 
require  something  more  than 
generalized  denials.  Until  the  substance 
of  this  contention  is  dealt  with  in  a 
convincing  way,  the  NCC  and  the  WCC, 
and  all  of  us  who  believe  in  their  basic 
validity  and  most  of  their  programs,  are 
left  in  an  uncomfortably  defensive  posture. 

Need  to  move  from  defensive 

For  God’s  sake,  and  that  of  His 
kingdom,  ways  need  to  be  found  to  move 
to  an  offensive  posture  —  the  nature  of 
which  should  not  be  counter-attack  but 
rather  (1)  honest  and  prayerful 
introspection;  (2)  sincere  efforts  to 
engage  critics  in  dialogue  in  the  hope  of 
identifying  common  ground  and  ways  to 
overcome,  or  at  least  narrow, 
differences;  (3)  remedial  actions  taken 
where  needed;  and  (4)  greatly  expanded 
efforts  to  make  persons  in  the  church  and 
the  rest  of  the  world  aware  of  all  the 
ways  in  which  good  is  being 
accomplished  for  God’s  kingdom  through 
our  cooperative  efforts. 
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Journalism  bias  charged 

NCC  document  hits  ‘60  Minutes’ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Leaders  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  of  several  of  its  member 
denominations  wasted  few  hours  and 
spared  few  angry  words  as  they 
responded  to  allegations  either  made  or 
implied  in  the  CBS-TV  “60  Minutes” 
program  Jan.  23  (See  Reporter,  Jan.  28). 

Within  minutes  of  the  “60  Minutes” 
program’s  conclusion,  National  Council 
of  Churches  leaders  gave  their  responses. 
NCC  President  and  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong  called  the  pro¬ 
gram  “a  sensational  and  biased  editorial 
rather  than  responsible  and  accurate 
journalism.” 

NCC  General  Secretary  Claire  Randall 
said,  “The  contention  that  the  National 
Council  has  become  a  political 
organization  that  supports  communism 
is  ludicrous  and  was  not  supported  by 
any  evidence  ...  I  am  greatly  troubled  to 
see  a  program  of  ‘60  Minutes’  reputation 
using  biased  tactics  to  present  a 
distorted  view  of  the  church’s  work.” 

Within  two  days  the  NCC  had  issued  a 
seven-page  typewritten  point-by-point 
response.  Those  who  received  printed 
copies  were  encouraged  to  reproduce  it 
and  distribute  it  as  widely  as  possible, 
particularly  to  clergy  in  their  area. 

‘Misinformation’  claimed 

The  NCC  response  concentrated  on 


what  the  ecumenical  council  called 
“misinformation”  in  the  television 
segment.  Under  several  subheadings,  it 
responded  directly  to  charges  or  “false 
impressions”  left  by  “60  Minutes.” 

Under  the  subheading  “Armed 
Revolution?”,  the  NCC  said,  “Not  a 
shred  of  evidence  was  presented  that 
church  offerings  support  armed 
revolution  —  nor  can  it  be  .  .  .”  Under  the 
subhead  “Marxist  Politics?”,  the  NCC 
said,  “Through  a  number  of  unfair 
tactics  the  viewer  is  encouraged  to  believe 
that  the  NCC  supports  communism 
abroad  and  finances  Soviet  front 
organizations  at  home.  This  is  patently 
untrue." 

Similar  detailed  disclaimers  and 
denouncements  were  issued  by  the  NCC 
under  these  subheadings:  “Large  Sums 
of  Money?”,  “Dishonest  Leaders?”, 
“Spokesmen  for  Whom?”.  “Playing 
Fair?”  and  “Old  Charges.” 

A  similarly  detailed  response  was 
issued  at  week’s  end  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
In  question-and-answer  format  covering 
nearly  six  typewritten  pages,  the  board 
challenges  what  it  calls  60  Minutes’ 
“frequently  overstated  and  misrepre¬ 
sented  data.” 

Regarding  the  program’s  accuracy, 
Global  Ministries  quotes  Bishop  W. 
Ralph  Ward  as  saying  that  the  program 
“seriously  distorts  and  misrepresents 


both  in  broad  scope  and  details  the  role  of 
the  Christian  Church  in  the  world  today 
...  At  no  point  in  Latin  America,  Africa 
or  any  other  region  of  the  world  has  the 
church  used  its  resources  and  personnel 
to  support  or  endorse  communism  either 
in  doctrine  or  practice.  Any  claim  that  it 
has  is  a  distortion  and  misrepresentation 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
in  any  nation  today.” 

The  board’s  printed  response  also 
noted  that  only  one-half  of  one  percent  of 
collection  plate  offerings  by  United 
Methodists  goes  to  the  NCC  and  that  the 
only  United  Methodist  money  which  has 
gone  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
controversial  Program  to  Combat 
Racism  was  that  specifically  designated 
for  that  program  by  local  churches  and 
others. 

Regarding  the  WCC’s  program  to 
Combat  Racism,  the  Global  Ministries 
board  response  presented  material  new 
to  the  press.  It  quoted  the  Rev.  William 
R.  Harvey,  superintendent  of  the 
Cambridge,  Ohio,  United  Methodist 
district  and  a  UM  missionary  in  Africa  in 
the  1950s  and  ’60s. 

For  some  10  weeks  in  the  summer  of 
1982,  Mr.  Harvey  said,  he  visited  Africa. 
Zimbabwe,  scene  of  heavy  fighting 
during  that  country’s  struggle  for 
independence,  “was  the  ideal  place  to 
inquire  about  the  accusation  that  the 
World  Council  money  had  been  used  to 
buy  guns  for  the  rebels.”  Mr.  Harvey 
said  he  talked  with  both  the  headmaster 
of  a  United  Methodist  mission  school 
there  and  a  missionary  teacher.  “They 
both  said  that  the  World  Council  money 
did  not  provide  guns  for  the  rebels,”  he 
said.  Then  Mr.  Harvey  added  that  the 
missionary  told  him,  “The  World  Council 
of  Churches’  money  was  used  to  buy 
food,  medical  supplies  and  clothing  for 
the  refugees.  I  know  ;  I  helped  administer 
that  money.” 

Not  all  reactions  to  the  “60  Minutes” 
program  were  unfavorable  to  the  CBS 
prime-time  highest-rated  show.  The  Rev. 
Michael  LeSaux  of  the  Logansport, 
(Ind.)  UMC,  whom  “60  Minutes” 
interviewed,  termed  the  program 
“excellent.” 

IRD  only  attacks 

Both  the  NCC’s  Dr.  Randall  and  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
president,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Teegarden, 
pointed  out  that  “60  Minutes"  gave 
unwarranted  attention  to  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy,  of  which  Mr. 
Robb  is  president. 

Dr.  Randall  said  CBS  interviewer 
Morley  Safer  "gave  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  his  attention  to  a  small 
organization,  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy,  whose  only  program  is 
to  attack  other  Christian  groups.”  Dr. 
Teegarden  said,  “60  Minutes  allowed 
itself  to  be  used  by  a  small,  self- 
appointed  group  seeking  to  build  a 
following.” 

Some  saw  the  “60  Minutes”  segments 
helping  set  the  church  agenda  for  the 
near  future.  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  the 
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Iowa  Area  concluded  that  the  program 
reveals  the  need  to  do  a  better  job  of 
informing  church  members  and 
“dramatizing  how  church  money  is 
really  spent.”  The  books  are  open  at  all 
levels  and  there  is  nothing  to  hide,  he 
added. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  the  Seattle 
Area  said  the  program  dealt  with  racism 
and  political  ideology.  “We  need  to 
continue  to  address  racism  .  .  .  and  deal 
with  the  root  causes.  The  WCC  through 
its  Program  to  Combat  Racism  is  trying 
to  deal  with  the  structural  forms  of 
racism,  and  I  feel  that’s  the  only  way.” 

United  Methodist  Church  leaders  — 
bishops,  conference  council  on  ministries 
directors  and  district  superintendents  — 
have  received  a  packet  of  information 
containing  the  official  responses 
described  in  this  article.  UMs  may  con¬ 
tact  them  for  more  detailed  information, 
said  Bill  Richards,  public  relations 
director  for  the  UMC. 

However,  some  United  Methodists  may 
still  feel  they  need  additional  information. 
A  packet  of  information  about  both  the 
“60  Minutes”  program  and  the  earlier 
Reader’s  Digest  article  is  available  from 
the  UMC’s  General  Commission  On 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1300,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10115. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Some  church-related 
leaders  maintained  last  weekend  that  the 
Nestle  boycott  must  continue  for  the  sake 
of  saving  infant  lives. 

But  Nestle  Corp.  officials  argued  that 
the  boycott  is  creating  exactly  the 
conditions  in  the  Third  World  which 
critics  have  always  insisted  costs  lives. 

The  issue  is  an  important  one  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  As  a  denomin¬ 
ation,  it  has  taken  a  stand  against  the 
boycott.  United  Methodist  sub-units, 
however,  continue  to  be  leaders  in  the 
boycott  which  also  is  supported  by  six 
denominations  and  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

Nestle’s  claim  is  based  on  the  drastic 
loss  in  infant  formula  sales  it  has 
suffered  since  agreeing  last  spring  to 
boy  cotters’  demands  to  follow  a  model 
international  marketing  code.  Other 
companies  have  picked  up  an  “impor¬ 
tant”  part  of  those  sales,  Nestle  said. 

No  other  infant  formula  manufacturer 
in  the  world  has  made  significant 
attempts  to  eliminate  aggressive 
marketing.  Such  marketing,  according 
to  the  World  Health  Organization 
(WHO),  induces  some  mothers  to  forego 
breastfeeding  and  often  results  in  infant 
malnutrition. 

Although  the  WHO’s  model  code 
primarily  was  designed  in  1981  to  be 
adopted  by  national  governments,  only  a 
few  nations  have  done  so,  it  was  reported 
here  to  the  UMC’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force. 

That  places  Swiss-based  Nestle  —  the 
only  target  of  a  five-year  consumer 
boycott  —  at  an  extreme  competitive 
disadvantage  now  that  it  has  stopped 
direct  advertising  and  massive, 
indiscriminate  sampling  in  hospitals, 
company  officials  said. 

The  other  companies,  which  are 
increasing  infant  formula  sales  at  the 
expense  of  Nestle,  market  their  products 
in  a  more  aggressive  way  than  did  Nestle 


even  a  year  ago  before  it  announced 
acceptance  of  the  WHO  code,  Nestle 
officials  told  the  Reporter. 

Nestle’s  claims  were  partly  backed  by 
Anita  Anand,  staff  member  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

She  reported  on  a  recent  fact-finding 
trip  in  Bangladesh  and  India.  "Nestle  is 
not  seen  as  a  major  problem  there.  But 
the  practices  of  India’s  semi-government 
infant  formula  company  are  terrible,” 
said  Ms.  Anand,  an  India  native.  “It 
advertises  directly  to  consumers,  for 
example. 

The  denomination’s  official  policy 
states  the  belief  that  remaining  problems 
with  Nestle’s  marketing  guidelines  are 
“relatively  trivial.” 

But  31  of  73  annual  conferences  and  the 
General  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
of  Church  and  Society  still  have 
endorsements  of  the  boycott  in  place  (see 
Reporter,  Dec.  24,  for  list). 

The  UMC’s  task  force  was  told  last 
weekend  by  the  top  leaders  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  (an  unofficial  caucus) 
that  Nestle’s  “relatively  trivial” 
remaining  problems  continue  to  kill 
babies  as  far  as  they  are  concerned. 

Nestle  reacted:  While  the 
International  Nestle  Boycott  Committee 
(Global  Ministries  and  MFSA  are 
members)  expends  its  energy  on  a 
boycott  to  force  Nestle  to  accept  the 
boy  cotters’  interpretation  of  a  few 
remaining  code  provisions,  a  higher  and 
higher  percentage  of  the  infant  formula 
market  is  falling  into  the  hands  of 
companies  that  reject  most  of  the  code. 

Nestle  officials  said  they  will  not  pull 
back  from  their  commitment  to  the  code. 

The  UMC’s  task  force  —  which  with 
the  UM  General  Council  on  Ministries 
has  asked  all  UM  bodies  to  reconsider 
their  involvement  in  the  Nestle  boycott  — 
mapped  out  strategy  last  weekend  for 
dealing  with  U.S.  infant  formula 
manufacturers  and  gaining  major 
concessions  by  a  November  deadline. 


Ideology  above  Gospel 
‘betrayal*’ says  leader 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC) 
last  Sunday  deplored  that  any  church 
staff  members  might  use  their 
positions  to  advance  ideologies  — 
either  political,  economic  or  even 
narrow  religious  ideologies. 

“If  there  are  those  who  put  ideology 
above  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Gospel  is  betrayed,”  said  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong 
in  a  guest  sermon  at  Riverside  Church 
here. 

The  Indiana  bishop  was  invited  to 
preach  in  response  to  the  Jan.  23  “60 
Minutes”  program  (see  other  stories 
on  this  page). 

In  his  sermon,  Bishop  Armstrong 
forcefully  denied  that  the  charges  of 
NCC  being  politicized  were  an 
accurate  assessment. 

However,  he  said,  that  doesn’t 
mean  the  program  contained  no  truth. 

“We  need  to  listen  to  critics”  who 
say  the  NCC  is  choked  by  a 
bureaucracy'  that  includes  persons 
working  for  their  own  causes.  He 
decried  any  staff  persons  who  feel 
superior  to  those  they  are  called  to 
serve  or  who  distort  the  truth  to 
advance  their  own  causes. 

“There  were  elitists  in  the  religious 


community  in  Jesus’  day,”  he  said. 
“There  are  those  today.  Some  may 
be  across  the  street  at  475  Riverside 
Dr.  (the  headquarters  for  the  NCC, 
several  denominations,  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  many  other  religious- 
oriented  organizations ) .” 

Bishop  Armstrong  also  raised  the 
possibility  that  ideologies  may  have 
taken  precedence  over  commitment 
to  the  Gospel  among  some  of  the 
persons  who  have  led  recent  attacks 
on  the  NCC. 

He  made  clear  that  he  does  not 
intend  that  church  efforts  should 
avoid  politics  —  only  that  politics 
should  not  be  the  primary  impetus  for 
church  efforts.  He  noted  a  number  of 
biblical  characters  whose  answer  to 
God’s  call  led  them  into  the  political 
arena. 

“Whenever  faith  is  applied  to  life, 
accusations  of  politics  are  heard.” 

He  mentioned  several  examples  of 
NCC  programs  carrying  out 
profoundly  humanitarian  work. 

A  tragedy  of  the  “60  Minutes” 
program,  he  said,  is  that  “some 
churches  may  withhold  funds  that 
would  have  fed  the  hungry  .  .  .  and 
comforted  the  oppressed.” 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Critics  suggest  members 
stay  loyal,  constructive 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON  —  Two  leading  critics 
of  the  National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches  last  week  urged  churchgoers 
aroused  by  recent  media  reports  on  the 
councils  to  “respond  in  constructive  ways.” 

They  advised  loyalty  to  ecumenical 
organizations  even  though  Reader's 
Digest  articles  and  the  Jan.  23  “60 
Minutes"  program  have  charged  the 
bodies  with  “deep  financial  and 
organizational  involvement  with 
opponents  of  democracy  on  the  far  Left  .  ” 
The  two  critics  are  leaders  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
which  was  formed  two  years  ago  to 
fight  allege^  anti-democratic  tendencies 
in  mainline  Protestant  denominations. 
The  two  were  quoted  extensively  in  both 
recent  media  reports. 


The  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  a  United 
Methodist  evangelist,  called  upon 
concerned  Christians  “to  respond  to  the 
errors  of  church  leaders  with  the  spirit  of 
Christian  love.  Specifically,  I  urge 
church  congregations  to  remain  loyal  to 
their  denomination  and  to  the 
ecumenical  movement,  while  working 
diligently  through  all  available  means  to 
correct  policy  changes  and  to  restore 
respect  for  democratic  values  —  values  I 
believe  are  closely  linked  to  authentic 
Christian  witness." 

The  Rev.  Richard  John  Neuhaus,  a 
Lutheran  minister,  said:  “My  concern  is 
that  the  churches  renew  their 
ecumenical  commitment  in  a  way  that  is 
more  inclusive  of  the  diversity  of 
religious  and  political  conviction  within 
the  Christian  community.” 


Support  and  questions : 


Survey  finds  ‘ mild ’  response 
but  many  wanting  answers 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  Jan.  23  “60  Minutes”  program  — 
filled  with  allegations  against  the 
National  and  World  Councils  of  Churches 
—  seems  initially  at  least  to  have  stirred 
less-than-expected  negative  reaction  and 
numerous  expressions  of  support  for  the 
ecumenical  bodies. 

But  there  are  indications  that  a  fair 
number  of  regional  United  Methodist 
Church  leaders  believe  some  legitimate 
questions  were  raised  by  the  broadcast 
that  need  to  be  addressed  in  more  depth 
by  national  church  leaders. 

Some  133  district  superintendents 
meeting  in  Georgia  last  week  said  that 
UM  pastors  and  members  have  deluged 
them  with  questions,  (see  related  story 
below).  In  other  regions,  leaders 
suggested  that  it  was  probably  too  early 
to  determine  if  charges  that  some 

Leaders  ask 
for  probe 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  -  The 
district  superintendents  of  United 
Methodism’s  Southeast  Jurisdiction 
called  on  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  last  week  to  appoint  a  “Blue 
Ribbon  Committee”  to  study  allegations 
made  against  the  UMC  recently  in  the 
media. 

In  a  resolution  unanimously  approved 
by  the  group  of  133  superintendents,  they 
suggest  that  the  "Blue  Ribbon 
Committee”  secure  from  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  a 
monetary  accounting  of  all  amounts  and 
causes  involved  in  these  allegations  and 
report  their  findings  to  all  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

The  district  officials  said  they  are 
“highly  supportive”  of  the  purposes  of 
both  the  National  and  World  Council  of 
Churches.  But  the  Reader’s  Digest 
articles  and  “60  Minutes”  broadcast 
have  “thrown  doubt  on  the  credibility  of 
some  areas  of  work  in  both  councils." 

“We  feel  a  study  and  thorough 
investigation  of  the  allegations  should  be 
made  ...  so  we  can  report  to  the  people 
.  .  the  allegations  are  being  studied,” 
the  district  superintendents  said. 


national  church  organizations  recklessly 
support  political  groups  have  created 
serious  divisions  and  protests  in  local 
churches. 

May  lead  to  support 

“I  think  we  may  find  that  the  program 
strengthened  support  for  the  councils  by 
causing  church  members  to  look  at  them 
and  realize  how  much  they  want  to 
support  them,”  said  the  Rev.  James 
Moore,  communications  director  for  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference. 

“One  group  of  pastors  up  here  got 
together  to  watch  ‘60  Minutes’.  At  the 
end,  they  decided  to  sponsor  a  CROP 
Walk  (a  fund-raising  event  for  a  National 
Council  of  Churches  program).” 

The  Rev.  Boyce  Bowden,  communica¬ 
tions  director  for  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference,  said  the  “60  Minutes” 
exposure  of  the  ecumenical  councils 
created  a  great  opportunity  for  church 
leaders  to  “take  advantage  and  educate 
our  members  about  the  councils’ 
programs. 

“People  may  get  the  impression  that  if 
there’s  this  much  smoke,  there  must  be 
some  fire,”  worried  the  Rev.  Richard 
Wiborg,  council  on  ministries  director  of 
the  Southern  New  England  Annual 
Conference. 

But  during  all  of  last  week,  according 
to  Mr.  Moore  and  several  others,  “the 
people  reacting  were  eager  to  hear  the 
church’s  side  of  the  story  and  willing  to 
believe  it.” 

That  was  the  report  as  well  from  Sam 
Barefield,  director  of  InfoServ.  That  unit 
of  United  Methodist  Communications  has 
a  toll-free  number  (1-800-251-8140)  which 
United  Methodists  may  call  for 
information  concerning  anything  in  the 
denomination. 

“We  never  have  had  as  large  a  number 
of  calls  on  any  single  subject  as  on  the 
Reader’s  Digest  Article,”  Mr.  Barefield 
said.  “Then  ‘60  Minutes’  ran  and  the  calls 
tripled  in  number  on  that.” 

Last  week  InfoServ  received  around 
150  calls  a  day,  approximately  50  of 
which  concerned  “60  minutes”  and  15 
concerned  Reader’s  Digest. 

Nearly  all  were  calls  from  people  who 
were  wanting  to  "defend"  the  NCC  and 
WCC,  Mr.  Barefield  said.  “Very  few 
were  irate”  about  church  activities. 

A  cautionary  note  was  sounded  by 
Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of  the  Houston 


Area.  He  said  he  fears  many  members 
who  may  have  been  upset  by  what  they 
heard  about  the  councils  feel  their 
church  leaders  would  just  try  to  cover  up 
for  the  councils  if  they  were  questioned. 
Nonetheless,  he  said,  in  his  area,  church 
leaders  had  received  quite  a  number  of 
calls,  most  of  which  were  from  persons 
“moderately  protesting  the  political 
activities  by  church  groups  portrayed  on 
‘60 Minutes.'  ’’ 

The  Rev.  Bill  Gaddie,  associate 
director  of  the  council  on  ministries  in 
the  Memphis  Annual  Conference,  said  he 
has  “a  pessimistic  sense  that  ‘60 
Minutes’  may  provide  fodder  for  the 
cannons  of  some  edginess  already  in 
local  churches."  He  said  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  his  conference  often  are 
overwhelmed  by  their  Southern  Baptist 
neighbors  who  constantly  tell  them  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  too 
liberal.  “60  Minutes”  has  given  those 
people  a  lot  more  ammunition,  he  said. 

Several  conferences  reported  pastors 
who  have  been  told  by  a  couple  of 
members  that  they  are  withholding  their 
pledges  because  of  the  “60  Minutes” 
program.  But  there  have  been  initially  no 
memberships  of  congregations 
considering  any  kind  of  financial  protest 
against  the  denomination. 

The  staff  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  after  hearing  from  some 
persons  troubled  —  but  not  irate  —  by  the 
charges  against  the  NCC  and  WCC, 
decided  to  "make  this  a  positive 
opportunity  to  have  dialogue  that  has  not 
happened  before,”  said  the  Rev.  Judith 
Craig,  council  on  ministries  director. 

More  accountability  good 

From  Florida,  council  on  ministries 
director  the  Rev.  Scott  Bozeman  said  he 
felt  that  despite  the  “unbalanced” 
reporting  by  "60  Minutes,”  some  of  the 
questions  about  NCC  and  WCC  projects 
need  to  be  answered  in  more  detail. 

“I  think  we  all  recognize  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  is  different  because 
of  all  the  churches  from  the  Third 
World,”  he  said.  “But  each  of  the  U.S. 
denominations  has  to  account  much 
more  for  what  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  does.” 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of  the 
Minnesota  Area  expressed  the  view  that 
the  public  media’s  spotlight  on  the  two 
ecumenical  bodies  is  something  all 


major  institutions  should  expect. 

Such  tough— and  sometimes  unfair- 
media  scrutiny  helps  ensure  that 
institutions  really  are  accountable,  he 
said.  At  the  local  church  level,  hardly 
a  dollar  is  spent  without  a  great  deal  of 
scrutiny  by  the  laity,  he  said,  "but  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  is  far 
removed  from  that,  and  the  World 
Council  is  even  farther  removed.  The 
officials  there  mainly  talk  to  persons  who 
are  already  convinced,  so  the  hard 
questions  may  not  get  asked. 

“There's  no  way  that  an  individual  or  a 
local  church  could  ask  the  kind  of  hard 
questions  that  Morley  Safer  did  and 
demand  an  answer  from  a  Philip  Potter 
(chief  executive  of  the  WCC),  for 
instance,  But  on  ‘60  Minutes’  it 
happened.  That’s  good." 

Bishop  Colaw  noted  that  the  program 
had  a  lot  of  negative  aspects  concerning 
the  mainline  Protestant  churches.  “But  I 


feel  the  United  Methodist  Church  gained 
more  than  we  lost  from  it.” 

Exposure  believed  valuable 

The  ecumenical  organizations  got 
exposure  to  a  huge  audience  “that  money 
can’t  buy.”  He  said  it  was  a  rare 
opportunity  for  so  many  persons  to  hear 
Bishop  James  Armstrong  say  that  the 
church  doesn’t  belong  to  Adam  Smith  or 
Karl  Marx  but  to  Jesus  Christ.  “It’s  good 
for  people  to  be  reminded  of  that. 

“And  there  was  Philip  Potter 
interpreting  something  of  the  philosophy 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  all 
those  people.  I  think  he  came  off  as  a 
person  with  conviction.  I  think  he 
stumbled  on  the  Berlin  Wall  matter 
( seeming  to  underplay  the  repression  in 
East  Germany).  But  he  was  articulate 
and  put  a  caring,  compassionate  face  on 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  which  to 
most  viewers  probably  had  been  only  a 


kind  of  abstraction.  ” 

To  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  of  the 
Boston  Area,  one  theme  of  the  program 
—  that  mainline  Protestant  churches 
sometimes  display  sympathies  for 
groups  that  advocate  revolution  in  some 
countries  —  is  one  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  should  accept  without  apology. 

Rather  than  spend  time  attacking  “60 
Minutes,”  he  wrote  in  a  letter  to  all 
pastors  in  his  area,  it  is  better  to  address 
“the  complex  theological  issues 
reflected,  but  not  dealt  with,  by  the 
report." 

Bishop  Bashore  wrote  that  the  WCC 
and  NCC  should  be  critically  examined. 
“But  we  can  only  criticize  fairly  when  we 
take  time  to  evaluate  them  not  only  on 
our  terms  but  on  their  terms  ...  in  line 
with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“It  is  most  important  to  answer  our 
critics  with  openness,  love  and  a  confident 
witness  to  our  faith,”  he  concluded. 


Add  Diversity  to  Your  Church’s  Music! 

C&QmiS 


NEW!  COMING  IN  APRIL! 

A  COLLECTION  OF 
ASIAN  AMERICAN  HYMNS 


This  collection  of  music  and  texts 
drawn  from  Asian  and  Asian  American 
sources  offers  new  enrichment  to  the 
worship  of  the  entire  ecumenical 
church.  Hymns  from  the  Four  Winds  is 
the  "firstfruits"  of  the  newest  immi¬ 
grants,  and  represents  their  search  for 
their  Asian  roots  and  their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  their  newly  adopted  country. 


192  pages,  Abingdon. 
A01- 181 267.  Paper,  $6.95 


Other  Recently-Published  Hymnals: 

Songs  of  Zion. 

A0 1-39 1202.  Paper, $5.95 

Supplement  to  The  Book  of  Hymns.  p-ioo-umr 

AO  1-037573.  $3.95 

Prices  subject  to  change.  Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 


Cokesbury 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA; 


1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  •  RO.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 


For  Personal  Service,  Shop  at  These  Cokesbury  Stores 
Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Charlotte 
Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia 
Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton  •  Denver/Englewood 
Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst  •  Fort  Worth 
Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis 
Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville 
Little  Rock  •  Memphis  •  Miami  •  Nashville 
North  Canton  •  Park  Ridge  •  Pasadena 
Philadelphia/King  of  Prussia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh 
Richmond  •  San  Frandsco/Buriingame 
Syracuse  •  Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
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the  church 
today 

Bishops  request  ban  on 
ordination  of  homosexuals 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.  -  The  bishops  of 
United  Methodism’s  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  resolved  last  month  to  ask 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministries  to 
formulate  legislation  forbidding 
admission  into  candidacy,  conference 
membership,  ordination  or  appointment 
of  self-acknowledged,  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual  persons. 

Bishop  Paul  Duffey  of  the  Louisville 
Area,  president  of  the  group,  told  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  the  bishops 
were  responding  to  the  UMC’s  Judicial 
Council  Decision  last  fall.  The  Council 
rilled  there  was  nothing  in  the 
denomination’s  ‘  Book  of  Discipline" 
specifically  prohibiting  the  ordination  of 
a  homosexual  person. 

“We  feel  the  General  Conference  could 
make  an  explicit  decision  in  the  realm  of 
ministry  on  this  issue,"  Bishop  Duffey 
said.  The  resolution  was  adopted 
unanimously  among  the  bishops  present. 

Church  school  hiring 
funds  disputed 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (RNS)  -  A  suit 
challenging  the  use  of  federal  funds  to 
hire  personnel  to  teach  in  church-related 
schools  has  been  filed  in  federal  district 
court  here  by  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State. 

It  was  brought  on  behalf  of  Hugh 
Wamble,  a  professor  at  Midwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and 
involves  federal  funds  provided  under 
Title  I  of  the  Elementary  and  Secondary 
Education  Act  of  1965.  “We  consider  this 
case  a  major  showdown  over  whether  the 
federal  government  can  funnel  aid  to 
church-operated  schools,”  said  Lee 
Boothby,  general  counsel  to  Americans 
United.  He  said  an  estimated  $48  million 
is  currently  being  provided  to  non-public 
schools  under  the  program. 

Judge  Joseph  Stevens  said  he  will  hear 
oral  arguments  in  the  case  March  30. 

Evangelist  says  talk  with 
Jesus  behind  fund  appeal 

TULSA,  Okla.  (RNS)  -  In  one  of  the 
boldest  religious  fund-raising  appeals 
yet,  evangelist  Oral  Roberts  is  sending 
out  millions  of  letters  saying  that  Jesus 
appeared  to  him  and  told  him  God  had 
chosen  Mr.  Roberts  to  find  a  cure  for 
cancer. 

According  to  Mr.  Roberts’  letters  and 
recent  messages  on  his  television 
program,  this  “supernatural 
breakthrough’’  will  occur  at  the 
evangelist’s  yet-unfinished  Tower  of 
Faith  research  center  here.  Mr.  Roberts 
said  the  Lord  told  him  to  ask  his  “prayer 
partners"  to  send  in  $240  each  to 
complete  the  center  so  researchers  there 
can  find  cures  for  cancer  and  “other 
dread  diseases." 

Calling  cancer  “the  work  of  the  devil,” 
Mr.  Roberts  based  his  appeal  on  a  seven- 
hour  conversation  between  Jesus  and 
himself  which  is  “still  continuing.” 

Woman  an  “equal,”  not  a 
“helper”  article  claims 

NEW  YORK  (EP)  —  In  most 
translations  of  the  Book  of  Genesis, 
woman  was  created  as  a  “helper”  or 
“helpmate”  for  man.  But,  according  to 
an  article  in  the  January/February  1983 
issue  of  Biblical  Archaeology  Review, 
this  millennia-old  image  of  subservience 
may  be  the  result  of  an  error  in 
translation. 

R.  David  Freedman,  author  of  the 
article,  proposes  a  very  different 
meaning  of  the  original  Hebrew  — 
“woman,  a  power  equal  to  a  man.”  Dr. 
Freedman  believes  that  the  word  ezer, 
usually  translated  as  “a  helper,”  is  a 
combination  of  two  roots  meaning  “to 
save”  and  “to  be  strong”  and  so  should 
be  translated  as  “a  strength”  or  “a 
power.”  He  states  that  kenegdo,  usually 
translated  as  “fit,”  should  be  translated 
as  "equal."  Kenegdo  appears  only  once 
in  the  Bible,  so  its  meaning  is  especially 
difficult  to  fathom.  In  later  Hebrew 
(about  the  second  century  A.D.) 
however,  the  root  of  kenegdo  meant 
“equal.” 

President  renews  pledge 
on  ‘social  agenda’ 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  President 
Reagan  has  renewed  a  pledge  to  fight  for 
his  so-called  “social"  agenda,  including 
the  restoration  of  group  prayer  in  public 
schools,  tuition  tax  credits  for  parents 
whose  children  attend  nonpublic  schools 
and  a  ban  on  abortion. 

Alluding  to  his  State  of  the  Union 
message  to  Congress  and  to  the  fiscal 
1984  budget  he  must  submit  to 
lawmakers  by  the  end  of  January, 
President  Reagan  said,  “I  also  want  you 
to  know  we’ll  not  ignore  the  moral 
essentials  in  the  coming  months.” 


BIBLE  LANDS  TOURS 

designed  for 

all  Methodist  denominations 
and  friends 

Prices  start  at  $595 
Departures  are  May  10, 
Aug.  17  &  Dec.  27, 1983 

IF  PAID  BY  FEB.  2fl,  1983: 
Qualifying  pastors  pay  $595- 
their  spouses  pay  $898- 
all  others  pay  only  $998. 

On  March  1st  prices  go  up 

$200  on  May  &  Dec.  tours, 
and  $300  on  the  Aug.  tour. 
ENROLL  NOW  &  SAVE! 

For  information  call  or  write  todoy: 

Dr.  Ford  Philpot 
798  Cindy  Blair  Way 
Lexington,  Ky.  4053 
Ph.  (606)  223-2291  Office 
(606  )  277-5913  Residence 
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Natural  beauty  abounds  in  Maine 


Poverty  creates  ministry 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  another  in  a 
series  of  news  features  regarding  special 
efforts  by  United  Methodists  to  confront 
severe  economic  hardships  being 
experienced  in  various  areas  of  the 
nation. 

By  T.  C.  WHITEHOUSE 
SALEM,  ME.  —  When  you  hear  names 
like  “Sugarloaf”  and  “Saddleback"  on 
winter  radio  or  television  ski  reports, 
they  probably  summon  up  visions  of  ski 
slopes,  chalets,  saunas,  and  swimming 
pools.  Thousands  trek  from  far-away 
points  to  take  advantage  of  this  resort 
area. 

Although  visitors  may  drive  through  or 
close  to  the  Central  Maine  villages  of 
Salem,  Phillips,  Strong,  Avon,  Kingfield 
and  New  Portland,  they  probably  give 
little  thought  to  those  who  live  there  or 
the  conditions  under  which  they  live. 

But  it  is  to  the  people  who  live  close  to 
beauty  but  often  closer  to  poverty  that 
the  United  Methodist  Economic  Ministry 
in  Salem  directs  its  attention. 

Tom  Bassford,  who  some  years  ago 
moved  from  relatively  affluent  Westport, 
Connecticut  to  the  remoteness  of 
Maine’s  Franklin  County,  once  said, 
“People  talk  about  Appalachia  —  if  you 
look  at  a  map,  this  is  the  northern  end  of 
Appalachia.  That’s  all  it  is.”  (The 
Appalachian  trail  is  five  miles  west  of 
Salem). 

The  area  has  been  described  elsewhere 
as  “an  economic  backwater,  where 
natural  beauty  and  personal  poverty 
abound.”  The  present  unemployment 
figure  for  adult  males  is  estimated  at 
over  25  percent.  More  than  half  of  all  the 
residents  there  are  said  to  be 
“underemployed”  —  often  trying  to 
piece  out  a  subsistence  income  by  blue¬ 
berry  picking  and  other  seasonal  efforts. 

Located  in  Salem,  the  Economic 
Ministry  is  at  the  center  of  a  circle 
roughly  twenty  miles  across  in  which 
there  are  few  of  the  public  services  most 
people  take  for  granted.  The  Ministry 
endeavors  to  follow  faithfully  the 
injunction  of  St.  Paul  (slightly 
paraphrased)  to  be  “all  things  to  all 
people  so  that  by  all  means  we  might 
serve  some.”  (I  Cor.  9:22b) 

The  Ministry’s  services  are  varied  and 
to  a  large  extent  dictated  by  the  needs  of 
those  who  live  in  the  area.  Some  staple 
services  include  a  thrift  shop,  a  furniture 
refinishing  and  repair  shop,  a  diptank  for 
rapid  and  economic  removal  of  paint  and 
varnish  from  furniture  (the  only  one  in 
the  area),  training  opportunities  in 
woodworking,  upholstering,  caning  and 
weaving,  increasing  employment 
opportunities  and  encouraging  the 
development  of  cottage  industries  in  the 
area.  Some  200  local  people  have  found 
full  or  part-time  employment,  often 


providing  new  skill  training,  in  the 
Ministry  since  its  founding  in  1969. 
Ministry  in  trouble 

But  the  Salem  Economic  Ministry  is 
finding  the  going  tough.  The  needs  of  the 
people  being  served  are  escalating 
because  of  economic  hard  times  and 
reductions  in  federal  funding  for  both 
welfare  and  training  programs.  At  the 
same  time,  business  has  slowed  in  the 
furniture  shop,  a  major  source  of  the 
Ministry’s  income,  providing  support  for 
other  activities  that  lose  money. 

To  help  meet  this  problem,  the  Board 
of  Directors  has  appointed  Dr.  Leslie 
Decker  as  Interim  Director  of  Mission 
Development.  His  job  is  simple:  to  travel 
in  and  beyond  the  State  of  Maine  and  tell 
people  the  story  of  the  Salem  Economic 
plan. 

Dr.  Decker  can  tell  about  Clay,  the  ex- 
Chicago  police  officer  who  moved  to 
northern  Franklin  County  after  he  had 
been  stabbed  several  times  while  on 
duty.  Taken  on  by  the  Ministry  despite 
his  lack  of  woodworking  experience,  Clay 
quickly  showed  an  aptitude  for  the  work 
as  well  as  strong  leadership  ability.  He 
eventually  became  the  shop  foreman 
and  stayed  for  two  years  during  a  critical 
period  of  the  Ministry’s  development.  He 
is  now  a  skilled  cabinetmaker,  a  master 
carpenter,  and  has  his  own  sawmill 
nearby  where  he  does  custom  sawing. 

Or  take  the  story  of  Billy,  born  with  a 


How  the  ministry  got  its  start 

The  Salem  Economic  Ministry  got 
its  start  from  the  work  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Reid,  a  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  pastor,  who  brought 
his  ill  wife  for  a  year’s  stay  in  Salem. 
Being  available  in  the  area,  he  was 
invited  to  serve  the  dying  E.U.B. 
church  in  Kingfield.  But  when  he  took 
it  over,  “things  started  to  pick  up” 
and  he  served  as  pastor  for  13  years. 

In  1958,  at  the  urging  of  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation,  Mr.  Reid 
began  holding  chapel  services  at  the 
nearby  Sugarloaf  ski  area.  The  ser¬ 
vices  started  in  a  lodge  building,  then 
moved  to  a  motel,  and  finally  to  their 
own  building.  When  an  interfaith 
chapel  was  built  to  replace  the  struc¬ 
ture,  Mr.  Reid  carted  the  out-grown 
building  25  miles  down  the  mountain 
—  and  he  had  a  headquarters  for  his 
new  Economic  Ministry.  Mr.  Reid,  now 
retired,  still  lives  in  the  area. 

The  Salem  Economic  Ministry  pro¬ 
vides  a  constant  testimony  to  his  con¬ 
cern  and  foresight! 

This  article  is  edited  from  the 
December  1982  issue  of  Zion's  Herald, 
an  independent  New  England  United 
Methodist  newspaper. 


curvature  of  the  spine.  By  the  time  he 
was  a  teenager  several  operations  at  the 
Shriner’s  Hospital  had  made  it  possible 
for  him  to  stand  and  to  walk,  after  a 
fashion.  Less  than  four  feet  tall  and 
physically  deformed,  he  was  a 
troublemaker  at  school  and  at  home.  The 
Ministry  took  him  in  at  the  request  of  the 
high  school  vocational  education  director 
when  all  efforts  to  place  him  in  a  private 
off-the-job  training  program  failed. 

The  effects  on  Billy  were  remarkable. 
He  ceased  to  be  troublesome  in  school, 
developed  an  independence  that  first 
appalled  then  pleased  his  mother,  and 
took  a  special  pride  in  looking  after 
himself  and  his  younger  sister  who  has  a 
similar  physical  affliction.  After  a  year 
and  a  half  at  the  Ministry,  Billy 
graduated  from  high  school,  then  worked 
for  the  Highway  Department  and  a  local 
library.  Now  he  is  employed  at  an 
especially  demanding  job  at  a  shoe 
factory  in  Lewiston,  Maine.  He  has  his 
own  apartment,  drives  his  own  hand- 
controlled  car,  and  is  a  productive 
person.  A  workbench  which  he  made  is 
still  at  the  Ministry,  a  reminder  of  what 
can  happen. 

The  stories  are  legion,  but  the 
important  thing  is  that  they  are  still  being 
created  in  the  day-to-day  operations  of 
the  Salem  Economic  Ministry. 

But,  according  to  the  present  director, 
Charles  Howard,  the  Ministry  needs 
help.  A  former  machinist  and  an  ardent 
woodworker,  Howard  is  the  first  lay 
person  to  serve  as  director.  He  says  that 
support  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  being  gradually  reduced,  in 
line  with  the  original  plan  which  saw  the 
Salem  Economic  Ministry  eventually 
paying  its  own  way  with  the  support  of 
churches  in  the  Maine  Annual 
Conference.  A  few  churches  out  of  state, 
especially  one  in  the  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
area,  help  in  many  ways,  with  financial 
support  and  by  supplying  clothes  and 
furniture  for  redistribution  to  those  who 
need  it. 

New  needs  arise 

But  even  as  support  diminishes,  new 
demands  are  being  placed  on  the 
Economic  Ministry.  Right  now,  Director 
Howard  is  operating  a  community 
woodpile  for  the  first  time,  responding  to 
an  essential  need  for  many  of  his 
neighbors  this  winter. 

Even  a  brief  conversation  with  Charles 
Howard  reflects  his  deep  commitment  to 
the  work  of  the  Ministry.  He  says  there 
are  many  services  that  could  and  should 
be  provided  —  such  as  the  establishment 
of  satellite  thrift  shops,  a  canning  center, 
and  a  greater  concentration  of  the 
establishment  of  cottage  industries. 


Charles  Howard,  the  Economic  Ministry’s  director  for  the  past  four 
years,  prepares  to  place  a  chair  in  the  dip  tank  to  “strip”  the  finish.  In 
many  instances  the  real  beauty  of  wood  is  revealed  through  that  process. 


Steve  Mitchell,  whose  work  as  a  mason  is  seasonal,  works  part  time  in 
wood-working  at  the  Economic  Ministry.  The  baptismal  font  which  he  is 
refinishing  will  some  day  grace  a  church  sanctuary. 


Thriving  local  church  credits 
growth  to  Anglo -Hispanic  mix 


A  UMNS  News  Feature 
By  Frances  S.  Smith 

SAN  ANTONIO  (UMNS)  -  When  a 
United  Methodist  church  adds  100  new 
members  in  a  year  and  a  half,  that’s 
news.  When  these  members  are 
Hispanics  joining  a  predominantly 
“Anglo”  church,  the  news  is  even  more 
startling. 

The  church  is  Los  Angeles  Heights  on 
the  north  side  of  this  fast-growing 
southwest  Texas  city  of  785,000  people. 
Its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Roberto  Escamilla, 
told  “how  we  did  it”  at  a  recent  seminar 
on  “The  Church  in  a  Transitional 
Neighborhood.”  The  seminar  was  one  of 
10  offered  during  the  Council  of 
Evangelism’s  biennial  meeting  here  last 
month. 

Mr.  Escamilla  came  in  June  1981  to  a 
church  that  30  years  ago  was  one  of  the 
strongest  in  the  city.  At  one  time  500 
people  attended  Sunday  school  there. 
Gradually,  however,  attendance  at 
Sunday  worship  services  dwindled  to 
about  75,  although  the  rolls  still  listed  500 
members.  Only  three  or  four  families 
were  Hispanic,  although  the 
neighborhood  was  composed  primarily 
of  middle  class  Hispanics. 

Lay  persons  in  the  church  visited  every 
home  in  the  community.  They  went  in  the 
spirit  of  “sharing  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  is  for  you,”  Mr.  Escamilla 
said. 

Mr.  Escamilla  explained  that  while 
Hispanics  are  popularly  regarded  as 
Roman  Catholics,  this  is  not  always  true. 
“Within  a  home  some  family  members 
may  be  of  no  faith,”  he  commented. 

After  the  community’s  needs  had  been 
assessed,  the  church  board  was  asked  to 
suggest  some  options  for  action.  Goals 
were  set  for  the  next  year.  One  goal:  100 
new  members. 

"We  allowed  the  oldtimers  to  redefine 
the  role  of  a  local  church  in  a  transitional 
community,”  said  the  pastor.  They 
helped  to  shift  the  goals,  strategies  and 
style  of  ministry  to  projects  for  the  sake 
of  people,  Mr.  Escamilla  explained. 


"There  probably  will  be  minimal 
resistance  from  some  people  until  they 
begin  to  see  results.” 

Today  Los  Angeles  Heights  has  two 
congregations  operating  through  one 
administrative  committee  and  one 
education  committee.  Its  day  care  center 
has  156  children,  half  Hispanic.  A 
children’s  ministry  on  Saturday 
afternoon  and  Sunday  features  films, 
Bible  study  and  recreation.  Fiestas, 
dinners  and  social  programs  are  held 
often.  Members  of  the  church’s  Scout 
troop  distribute  fliers  that  announce 
church  events  throughout  the  community. 
A  bus  transports  members  who  live  at  a 
distance.  The  liturgy  has  been  changed 
to  allow  for  more  freedom  of  response. 
Activities  for  the  elderly  continue  to  min¬ 
ister  to  Anglo  needs. 

Mr.  Escamilla  advocated  experiments 
with  various  models  of  ministry.  “Out  of 
10  models  you  may  find  four  that  work,” 
he  said.  Two  models  that  proved 
effective  were  a  Spanish-language 
worship  service  on  Saturday  evening  and 
the  day  care  center. 

Mr.  Escamilla  stressed  the  need  to  set 
new  goals  periodically.  He  said,  “We  are 
in  the  process  of  asking  who  will  be 
our  next  100  new  members.  Singles? 
Divorced?  What  are  their  needs?” 

Underlining  the  need  to  let  “the 
remnant"  take  part  in  deciding  church 
issues,  he  said  members  actually  voted 
on  what  models  to  try  after  they  had 
considered  all  options. 

Mr.  Escamilla  offered  other  pointers: 

•  Have  a  vision  and  stay  with  it.  You 
may  not  succeed  the  first  or  second  year, 
the  third  year  may  produce  some  results, 
but  the  fourth  year  should  see  a  pay-off. 

•  Predict  what  will  happen  to  a 
community  in  the  next  10  years  and  get 
ready  for  it. 

•  Ask  the  district  or  conference  to 
designate  the  church  as  a  pilot  project  or 
“experiment  in  bilingual  ministry”  as  a 
way  of  getting  funds. 

•  Don't  try  to  serve  all  community 
needs  alone  but  provide  some 


ecumenical  services. 

•  Don’t  forget  the  need  for  advocacy. 

•  If  funds  are  available  and  a  need 
exists,  borrow  a  Hispanic  missioner  on  a 
short-term  basis  from  one  of  the  Texas 
conferences  to  get  a  new  congregation 
started. 

•  Try  to  form  a  coalition  with  other 
ethnic  minority  groups.  “Ultimately,  we 
will  all  gain  by  working  together  to 
influence  the  church  at  large,  Mr. 
Escamilla  said. 


Director  Howard  spray  paints  a  piece  of  refinished  furniture.  As  one  of 
the  few  people  in  the  area  who  has  a  job  that  keeps  him  in  one  place  all  day, 
he  also  covers  the  phone  for  the  volunteer  fire  department. 


‘A  Bicentennial  Minute  ’ 

School  chartered  1870 

By  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

In  February  of  1870,  the  plan  of  establishing  in  the  city  of 
Syracuse,  New  York,  or  immediate  vicinity,  a  "first-class” 
university,  was  approved  at  a  convention  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  held  in  Syracuse. 

Orders  were  to  take  steps  to  raise  $300,000  for  its 
endowment.  The  Remington  brothers,  of  Ilion,  gave  $100,000 
each.  Jesse  Peck  subscribed  an  additional  $25,000  and  received 
the  first  students  in  1871. 


CLASSIFIED 


YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  Director  of  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Services/Conference  treasurer  position 
open.  Inquiries/applications  to  Wilbur  Whanger,  Box 
1055,  Laurel,  Montana  59044,  (406  )  628-1277 


STAFF  POSITION:  Lay  staff  person  to  develop 
children,  youth,  and  singles  ministries  within  a 
growing  pluralistic  church.  Experience  helpful. 
Enthusiasm  and  relational  skills  required.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Dan  E.  Bonner. 
FUMC,  1225  Boca  Chica,  Brownsville,  TX  78520, 
(512  )  546-5364. 


THEOLOGICAL  CATALOGING  and  Reference 

Librarian:  Basic  responsibilities  indude  supervision 
of  cataloging  and  cataloging  of  library  materials; 
also  reference  work  with  students  and  faculty,  and 
supervision  of  audio-visual  program.  Requirements: 
M.L.S.  from  ALA-accredited  library  school;  M.Div. 
(or  equivalenti  from  ATS-accredited  theological 
school  ,  thorough  knowledge  of  AACR2;  experience 
in  LC  cataloging  on  OCLC.  Experience  in  theological 
library  preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Liberal 
benefits.  Position  available  July  1,  1983.  Go6ing  date 
for  applications:  February  21,  1983.  Resume  with 
three  references  to:  C.  M.  Kempton  Hewitt,  Dean, 
The  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio.  Box  1204, 
Delaware,  Ohio  43015.  Equal  opportunity/ 
affirmative  action  employer.  Minority  persons  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 


15-DAY  SCANDINAVIAN/GERMANY  TOUR:  July 
8-22,  1983.  Visit  Bergen,  the  Fjords,  Oslo, 
Copenhagen.  Berlin,  plus  all  locations  celebrating 
Martin  Luther's  500th  birthday.  All  expenses  from 
NYC  —  $1,887.00.  Experienced  travel  hosts!  Free 
brochure  contact  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  East  Third, 
Media.  PA  19063. 


AFRICAN  PALMS:  If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income  averages  $55.00 
annually  to  buy  the  bare  necessities  of  life  and  to  help 
fill  agricultural,  educational,  vocational  and  health 
needs  All  work  done  in  this  country  is  volunteered 
Orders  are  acknowledged  and  must  be  received  by 
March  15  to  assure  delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Cost: 
$6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50.  in  multiples  of  50;  includes 
shipping.  Only  individual-sized  palm  crosses  avail¬ 
able;  inquiries  invited.  Include  street  address  for 
United  Parcel  Service  delivery.  African  Palms,  P.  O. 
Box  575.  Olney.  Md.  20832 


KENYA.  VICTORIA  FALLS,  South  Africa  October 
1-25, 1983.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux, 
6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Brochure 
available. 


'83  TOURS:  MAY  Austria,  Greece,  Holy  Lands, 
Holland.  AUGUST  Festivals  Yugoslavia,  Hungary, 
Austria,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany.  OCT.  China, 
H.K.,  Japan,  Taiwan,  Korea  '84  Passion  Play, 
Global  Tour,  etc  Write:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  623  Dell  St. 
Solana  Beach,  CA  92075  Ph.  (619  )  755-9830.  Ask  about 
leading  tour.  Dr.  Bob  rep.  for  top  Group  Wholesaler 


FOR  SALE:  BOOKS  -  Theology,  biography, 

Methodist  History,  Wesleyana,  commentaries,  old 
Disciplines,  Large  SASE  for  Free  list.  George 
Dunbar.  8  Myrtle  Avenue.  Chattanooga,  TN  37419. 


DIRECTOR.  SIERRA  SERVICE  Project.  Half-time 
yearly  responsibilities  with  summer  focus  on 
weatherization  and  repair  of  rural  Indian  homes  in 
California  by  youth.  Begins  in  June.  Applications  due 
February  15th  Rev.  Charles  F.  Cordes,  910  E.  North 
Street,  Manteca,  CA  96336. 


GARRETT-EVANGELICAL  Theological  Seminary, 
a  graduate  school  of  theology  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  on  the  campus  of  Northwestern 
University  in  Evanston,  Illinois,  seeks  a  Director  of 
Development.  United  Methodist  ordination, 
development  and  planned  giving  experience 
desirable.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Send  vita  to:  David  T.  Scoates,  Vice  President  for 
Development,  2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL 
60201,  by  March  1.  1983.  Women  and/or  minorities 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 


FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  to 

work  with  children,  youth  and  adults.  Needed  at 
once.  Salary  negotiable.  Experience  preferred.  800- 
member  Northeast  Texas  Church.  Send  resume  to: 
Von  Dawson,  Tennison  Memorial  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
967.  Mt.  Pleasant.  TX  75455  or  call  (214  )  572-5341. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music  Ministries  is 

needed  for  a  church  of  1,200  members  in  the  rapidly 
growing  Houston  area.  Duties  will  include 
supervision  of  five  choirs  for  all  ages  including 
handbells.  Salary  negotiable  based  upon  education, 
experience,  and  q)ecific  drills.  For  further 
information,  contact:  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  925,  Katy,  TX  77449  or  phone  (713)391-2121. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  Christian 
Education.  Qualifications:  Certified  Director  of 
Christian  Education  and  Diaconal  Minister.  A 
master's  degree  in  Christian  education,  or  a 
master's  of  divinity  degree,  or  equivalent  basic 
professional  degree  that  includes  Christian 
education  courses.  Salary:  negotiable.  Send  resume 
or  inquiry  to:  Rev.  Mel  vin  Pritts,  Associate  Minister. 
Catalina  United  Methodist  Church.  2700  East 
Speedway.  Tucson.  AZ85716. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  WANTED  for  dynamic,  fast- 
growing,  multiple-staffed  church,  with  a  unique 
blend  of  social  conscience  and  evangelistic  outreach. 
Presently  averaging  600  in  worship,  400  in  church 
school,  budget  of  $500,000.  Must  be  a  self-starter, 
hard  worker,  team  player,  skilled  in  all  areas  of  the 
church.  Experience  necessary.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  full  resume  and  references  to  William  M. 
Easum,  Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance  Jackson, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78230. _ _ 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  and  Lay 
Ministries  —  Develop,  organize  and  administer 
programs  for  our  church.  Individual  will  develop 
programs  to  increase  lay  leadership  in  the  areas  of 
education,  teaching,  community  outreach  and  youth 
work  Responsibilities  will  include  assisting  in  the 
overall  coordination  of  the  church’s  educational 
programs.  Applicant  must  have  a  degree  with  strong 
emphasis  in  Religion  and/or  Christian  Education, 
and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  overall  structure 
and  objectives  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Ability  to  work  with  persons  of  all  ages  is  necessary. 
Good  organizational  and  administrative  abilities. 
Send  resume:  Pine  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
441  Pine  Street,  Williamsport.  PA  17701. 


FOR  SALE:  A.  B.  DICK  Model  »565  mimeograph 

machine.  Very  good  condition  (5  years  old).  Valued 
at  $1,500.00.  Bids  will  be  accepted  Sharpfax  Model 
SF151  copy  machine  14  years  old)  in  good  working 
order  Valued  at  $300.00.  Bids  will  be  accepted.  Also 
available  -  Cokesbury  Pictorial  Bulletins  covers 
(colored).  From  200  to  600  available  of  cover  at  $1.50 
per  100.  Please  call  (312)359-1345  or  write  to  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  123  North  Plum  Grove, 
Palatine.  IL  60067. 


THE  LAKEWOOD  UNITED  Methodist  Church  in  St 
Petersburg,  Florida  is  seeking  a  full  time  Director  of 
Education  with  special  emphasis  in  youth  ministries, 
beginning  Summer  1983.  Duties  would  include  those 
related  to  working  with  youth.  Family  oriented 
church  of  1,100  members  —  benefits  -  salary 
negotiable  based  on  experience,  education,  special 
skills.  Residential  area.  Growing  opportunities.  Send 
resume  to  Rev.  Henry  Schmidt,  5995  9th  St.  S.,  St. 
Petersburg,  FL  33705,  phone  (813)  867-1744. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Media  Specialist  - 
Person  with  competence  in  all  areas  of  non-print 
media  to  serve  as  the  Electronic  Media  Specialist  on 
the  staff  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Duties  will  include  the 
production  of  programs  for  distribution,  supervision 
of  the  development  and  maintenance  of  production 
facilities,  development  of  training  programs  for 
churches  and  church  agencies  in  uses  of  electronic 
media,  and  participation  as  a  member  of  the 
program  staff  of  the  Conference  Graduate  training 
in  communications  and/or  professional  experiences 
desirable.  Salary  range  $16,000-$19,000  plus  fringe 
benefits.  Starting  date  negotiable.  Apply  to  Mr. 
George  Gerhart,  275  Buhl  Blvd.,  Sharon,  PA-16146  by 
February  11, 1983. 


ADDRESSING  SYSTEM  FOR  SALE  -  Improve 
your  mailing  system  with  an  automaticScriptomatic 
84  addressing  machine.  Only  18  months  old  —  in 
excellent  condition.  Original  cost  $2,000.  Also,  IBM 
Scriptomatic  typewriter,  steel  file  boxes,  supplies 
and  address  cards.  $1,000  for  entire  system.  Write 
Stephen  Harmon.  Holston  United  Methodist  Home 
for  Children,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  188,  Greeneville,  TN 
37743. 


METHODIST  RESIDENCY  FOR  young  women 
pursuing  careers  and  professional  studies  now 
accepting  applications  for  residency.  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush  Street,  Dpt.  UMR,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94109.  


FULL  TIME  YOUTH-Activities  Director  needed  at 

once.  Must  be  experienced  and  trained.  Good  salary 
and  working  conditions.  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  577,  Carthage.  TX 
75633  or  phone  (214  )  693-5277  or  693-3459. 


TRAVEL  WITH  TOM  Hamilton,  Minister  of 

Christian  Education,  to  Greece,  Turkey,  and  Greek 
Islands,  April  4-18.  Learn  about  the  early  Christian 
Church  and  Saint  Paul,  4845  N.E  25th  Avenue.  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  FL  33308.  (305  )  771-7300. 


TIRED  OF  ADDRESSING  correspondence  by  hand? 
Use  our  self-sticking  labels  instead.  Reasonable 
prices.  Write  Economy  Label  Service,  Box  908,  Inola, 
OK  74036. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  HOU®.  fully  furnished,  two 

bedroom,  large  front  porch,  fireplace,  rentable 
basement  apartment  with  separate  driveway  and 
entrance,  heated  for  winter  use,  apple  trees  in 
backyard,  one  block  off  lake,  five  minute  walk  to 
auditorium,  $60,000.00.  Call  Norman  White  at  (813) 
676-5262.  


WHO  CARES  ABOUT  LONELY  Singles?  Henry 

Koestline  does.  A  college  professor  who  led  seminars 
on  dating  for  singles  at  the  Kendall  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Miami.  FL  for  two  years,  Koestline  has 
written  a  book,  "Dating  for  Singles  Over  30,"  which 
is  a  how-to  book  with  guidelines.  From  your  favorite 
bookstore  or  direct  from  Rainbow  Books,  Box  1069. 
Moore  Haven.  FL 33471,  $7.75  postpaid. 
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Ground  Breaking  Ceremonies  Held 


$  Ground  breaking  ceremonies  were 
held  for  the  Family  Life  Center  at  the 
$  Natchitoches  First  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  January  23,  after 
the  morning  worship  service.  Those 
X  participating  in  the  ceremony  were 
I:  left  to  right:  (front  row)  the  Reverend 
;j:  Richard  Hoffpauir,  pastor  of  First 
£  United  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches,  Mayor  Joe  Sampite, 
•:  Lynn  Every,  youth  representative, 
Sue  Hortman,  committee  member, 
the  Reverend  William  Mayo,  District 
£  Superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
:£  District,  Gladys  Sandefur,  committee 


member,  and  Ivan  Bearden, 
committee  member.  (Back  row)  The 
Reverend  James  Mitchell,  Youth 
Minister  of  FUMC,  Natchitoches, 
James  A.  Ford,  contractor  for  E.  C. 
Breedlove  Company,  Robert  E.  L. 
Breedlove,  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  Ruffin  W.  Gray,  S.  B. 
Evans,  and  Derwood  Duke, 
committee  members. 

The  planned  facility  will  house  a 
gym,  kitchen,  dressing  rooms,  craft 
room,  and  youth  lounge  and  will  be 
located  directly  behind  the  present 
sanctuary  and  educational  building. 


Noel  Fetes  Choir  Director 


By  GLADYS  P.  TIPPETT 

Dr.  Alvin  C.  “Cheesy”  Voran  has 
retired  after  serving  45  years  at  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
A  banquet  was  the  setting  in  the 
fellowship  hall  of  the  church  on 
Wednesday,  January  12,  1983.  Four 
hundred  people  came  there  to  honor 
Noel’s  beloved  “Cheesy”  Voran. 

A  circus  theme  was  used.  The 
Ringmaster  was  Dr.  Robert  N. 
Hallquist:  the  master  of  ceremonies, 
The  Chancel  Choir  was  on  the  stage 
dressed  as  children  wearing  white 
paper  bibs  and  red  bows.  Many 


anecdotes  were  related  by  Chancel 
Choir  singers  about  the  many  things 
that  occurred  while  Cheesy  led  Noel’s 
choir.  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  pastor  at 
Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  awarded  him  a  gift  from  the 
congregation  in  the  form  of  a  check 
for  his  faithfulness.  Dr.  Voran  said  it 
was  sad  his  “helpmate  couldn’t  live  to 
see  this  grand  affair!”  Mrs.  Rosalie 
Voran  died  December  23, 1982. 

All  the  guests  present  were  urged  to 
sign  a  jumbo-sized  card  for  Dr. 
Voran. 


Pre-Retirement  Workshop  Scheduled 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  through  the  Caring 
and  Counseling  Committee  and  the 
Board  of  Pensions  will  sponsor  a  Pre- 
Retirement  Workshop  on  February 
25, 1983  from  10 :00  a.m.  to  3 :00  p.m.  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria.  The  workshop  will  render 
information  on  pensions, 
hospitalization,  Social  Security, 
income  taxes,  constructive  and 
creative  use  of  leisure  time  upon 
retirement,  and  other  helpful  handles 
in  references  to  retirement.  Meals 
will  be  provided  free  through 
advanced  reservations  that  can  be 


made  by  contacting  the  Reverend  < 
Tracy  Arnold,  Chairperson  of  the  £ 
Board  of  Pensions,  at  First  United  :j 
Methodist  Church,  2727  Jackson  •: 
Street,  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  71301;  :• 
or  (318  )  443-5696.  The  deadline  for  £ 
reservations  is  February  20, 1983.  The  :■ 
Reverend  Alonzo  Campbell,  Chair-  j: 
person  of  the  Caring  and  Counseling  £ 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Ordained  :• 
Ministry,  is  the  Planning  Coordinator  £ 
from  that  Board.  All  ministers  that  :• 
are  planning  or  considering  retire-  •: 
ment  at  this  year’s  Annual  Confer- 
ence,  or  in  the  immediate  future,  are  •: 
invited  to  attend.  :• 


New  Members  Announced  for 
Centenary  Church  Council 


Centenary  College  President 
Donald  A.  Webb  and  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  have  announced 
the  new  members  of  the  Centenary 
Church  Council.  The  new  group  met 
for  the  first  time  Thursday,  February 
3  in  the  Meadows  Museum  of  Art. 

The  Centenary  Church  Council, 
formed  in  1980,  is  the  liaison  between 
the  Methodist  Church  and  the  College. 
Members  serve  for  two  years  and 
work  in  areas  of  student  recruitment, 
fund  raising,  and  continuing 
education.  The  Council  also  serves  as 
an  advisory  group  to  President  Webb. 

The  new  members  include  the 
Reverend  Hugh  Baker  of  Pineville; 
the  Reverend  J.  H.  Bowdon  of  Baker; 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  Baton 
Rouge;  the  Reverend  Donald  J.  Hall 


and  Dr.  John  Cooksey,  both  of 
Monroe;  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  and  Mrs. 
Peggy  Gulotta,  both  of  New  Orleans; 
the  Reverend  Beverly  Bond  of 
Springhill ;  the  Reverend  Don 
McDowell,  Mr.  Paul  McDonald,  and 
Mrs.  Fred  Davis,  all  of  Shreveport; 
Mrs.  Paul  Davis  of  Alexandria ;  Mr.  J . 
V.  French  of  Jena;  Mr.  Pleasant  W. 
Sibley  of  Walker;  Mr.  Raymond 
Shaw,  Jr.  of  Lafayette;  Dr.  Rogers 
Newman  of  Baton  Rouge;  Mr.  Jack 
Dew  of  West  Monroe;  Mr.  Gene 
Jemigan  of  Slidell;  Mr.  Earl  Cox  of 
Pearl  River;  Mrs.  Nell  Read  of 
Farmerville;  Mr.  Justin  Garrison  of 
Ruston;  Mr.  A.  J.  Williams  of 
Mansfield;  and  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter  and  Mr.  Bill 
Henning,  all  of  Lake  Charles. 


Honorary  Citizens  Plaques  Awarded 


Left  to  right:  the  Reverend  Bob  Burgess,  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed.  Bishop  W.  T.  x 
Handy,  Jr.,  Mr.  Weldon  Russell,  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin.  § 


Mr.  Weldon  Russell,  Amite  City 
Councilman,  presented  Honorary 
Citizens  Plaques  from  the  Mayor  of 
Amite  to  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin, 
Louisiana  Conference,  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy,  Jr.,  Missouri  East  and  West 
Conferences,  and  Dr.  Kenneth  R. 
Reed,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District  Superintendent,  during  the 


potluck  dinner  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Amite  on  January 
16, 1983  following  the  morning  worship 
service  in  which  Bishop  Handy  was 
the  guest  speaker. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Burgess  is 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Amite. 


Flood  Relief  Efforts  Underway 


Disaster  Relief  Task  Force 


By  DR.  L.  RAY  BRANTON 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

Details  of  relief  for  victims  of  the 
recent  floods  in  Louisiana  was  planned 
by  a  committee  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  which  met  at  the 
Conference  Headquarters  on  February  1, 
1983.  Distribution  of  assistance  has 
already  begun  and  the  amount  to  be 
distributed  will  depend  on  the  size  of  the 
offering  for  flood  relief,  which  every 
church  in  the  conference  has  been  asked 
to  receive. 

The  Reverend  John  Giles  (Route  5,  Box 
249,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601  /  318-855- 
2268)  was  designated  as  flood  relief 
leader  for  southwest  Louisiana,  the 
Reverend  Alonzo  Campbell  (1616  Eighth 
Street,  Alexandria,  LA  71301  /  318-442- 
2979)  for  the  central  part  of  the  state,  and 
Mrs.  Doris  Shepherd  (2250  Lexington, 
Monroe,  LA  71201)  and  the  Reverend  Jim 
Wilson  (112  Delano,  Monroe,  LA  71203  / 
318-343-2944)  for  the  northeast  area. 
Persons  who  know  of  individuals  with 
unmet  needs  are  asked  to  contact  one  of 
these  persons. 

Channels  for  distribution  of  funds  will 
be  from  the  Conference  Office,  through 
the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  but  specific  decisions  will  be 
made  by  area  flood  relief  leaders,  in 
consultation  with  the  district  superinten¬ 
dent  in  each  affected  area.  The  following 
guidelines  for  distribution  were  adopted: 

1.  Full  records  of  all  money  distributed 
shall  be  maintained,  including 
appropriate  receipts,  vouchers  and 


cancelled  checks. 

2.  There  shall  be  consultation  with 
other  relief  agencies  to  eliminate 
duplication  of  aid. 

3.  Recipients  shall  not  be  restricted  to 
United  Methodists. 

4.  The  maximum  amount  of  aid  shall 
be  $500  per  family  per  disaster. 

5.  Final  authority  shall  reside  in  the 
chairperson  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

6.  No  cash  shall  be  distributed; 
distribution  shall  be  by  voucher  for 
specific  items  to  be  purchased  at  a 
specifically  stated  place. 

7.  Items  for  which  distribution  may  be1 
made  shall  include  those  listed  in  the 
disaster  manual  published  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

8.  No  salaries  shall  be  paid  for  working 
in  this  relief  effort. 

9.  Expenses  of  workers  may  be 
reimbursed  according  to  the  guidelines 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  as  listed  in 
the  report  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  and  published  in  the 
Conference  Journal. 

10.  The  availability  of  relief  for  flood 
victims  shall  be  publicized  in  each  local 
area  by  the  local  disaster  leader. 

11.  The  need  of  each  potential  recipient 
shall  be  assessed  using  the  form  for  this 
purpose  prepared  by  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

12.  Distribution  shall  be  limited  to 
current  disaster  victims. 

13.  Distribution  shall  not  be  only  in 
response  to  physical  needs. 

14.  Exceptions  to  guidelines  may  be 


granted  by  the  local  district  superinten¬ 
dent. 

15.  Undistributed  funds  from  one 
disaster  shall  be  placed  in  the  permanent 
disaster  fund  of  the  Conference  for  use  in 
future  disasters.  Any  reserves  in  this 
fund  shall  be  expended  as  needed  in 
response  to  a  disaster  until  funds  are 
exhausted. 

16.  Funds  may  be  distributed  through 
ecumenical  disaster  relief  organizations, 
but  not  through  any  non-church  related 
disaster  relief  organization. 

In  other  action,  the  committee  com¬ 
mended  the  incorporated  ecumenical 
disaster  relief  organization  which  now 
exists  in  the  Monroe  area.  The  Reverend 


Jim  Wilson,  president  of  this  group,  was 
authorized,  along  with  Conference 
Disaster  Co-chairperson  the  Reverend 
Stephen  Spurlock  and  Mrs  Doris 
Shepherd,  to  convene  a  meeting  of 
persons  from  every  potential  disaster 
area  in  the  state  to  explain  this  organi¬ 
zation  and  to  urge  the  creation  of  such 
local  organizations  all  across  our  state. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned, 
persons  serving  on  the  Disaster  Relief 
Task  Force  also  included  the  Reverend 
Ted  Standley,  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  the 
Reverend  Steve  Caraway,  the  Reverend 
William  Mayo,  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire,  the 
Reverend  Spiller  Milton  and  Dr.  Ray 
Branton. 


Where  Does  the  Money  Go? 

By  DR.  J.  J.  CARAWAY 
Conference  Director  of  Financial  Affairs 

Where  does  the  dollar  go  that  is  put  in  the  offering  of  a  typical  local  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  on  Sunday  morning?  The  answer  is  found  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Journal  published  every  year  in  which  a  detailed  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  each  of  the  589  local  churches  is  reported. 

In  the  1982  Louisiana  Conference  Journal  you  will  find  that  Louisiana  Methodists 
put  $29,571,376  or  $214.55  per  confirmed  member  in  the  offering  plates  of  the  589  local 
churches.  Look  in  detail  at  where  the  offering  of  a  typical  local  church  goes  and  you 
will  discover  that  over  95  cents  of  every  dollar  is  expended  within  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  And  some  of  the  4  cents  that  is  given  to  national  and  worldwide  causes  of 
Methodism  come  back  to  Louisiana  and  the  local  churches  in  grants  and  services. 

This  is  how  the  dollar  is  broken  down: 

73.61%,  Local  Church 

Building  Cost,  Maintenance 
Current  Operating  Expense 
Local  Church  Staff 
and  Local  Church  Minister’s  Income 

8.72%,  Local  Church  Benevolence 
Projects  within  the  local  community 


1.54%,  World  Service  &  Missional 
Priorities  (General  Benevolences  for 
General  Church) 

.84%,  United  Methodist  Women  Gifts 
to  Louisiana  Conference,  National 
and  World  Projects. 


7.07%,  General  Ministerial  Support 
beyond  the  local  church  including 
Pensions  for  Retired  Ministers  and 
Surviving  Spouses  of  Ministers. 


.87%,  Voluntary  Special  Gifts  and 
Offering  to  General  Church. 
(Advance  Specials  and  One  Great 
Hour,  Student  Day,  etc.) 


2.80%,  Conference  Benevolent 
Institutions  (Child  Care  Institutions, 
Hospitals,  Homes  for  Aged,  etc.)  and 
District  Budgets. 

2.33%,  Higher  Education  in  Louisiana 
Centenary  College,  Dillard 
University,  and  Campus  Ministries. 


.60%,  Ministerial  Education 
(Seminaries  and  Continued 
Education  of  Ministers) 

.20%,  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference  Administration  including 
payment  of  delegates  from  local 
churches  to  go  to  General  & 
Jurisdictional  Conferences. 


1.41%,  Louisiana  Conference 
Benevolences  and  Louisiana 
Conference  Administration. 

.005%,  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference 


95.945%,  Expended  Within  Louisiana 

TOTAL 


.005%,  Interdenominational  Fund 
(National  Council  of  Churches  and 
World  Council  of  Churches  included 
in  this  fund. ) 


4.055%,  Expended  for  National  and 
Worldwide  Causes  of  Methodism 
100.000% 


Of  the  $214.55  that  the  average  Methodist  gave  to  his  church,  an  average  of  one 
penny  went  to  the  Interdenominational  Fund. 

Each  United  Methodist  needs  to  know  that  a  detailed  report  is  given  each  year  of 
how  each  local  church  spends  the  dollars  placed  in  the  offering  plate  on  Sunday 
morning. 

The  typical  local  churches  I  have  served  as  pastor  have  record  of  the  source  of  95% 
of  the  money  that  is  placed  in  the  offering  plate  and  the  local  church  reports  the 
amount  given  to  the  member  as  a  matter  of  information. 

The  local  church  treasurer  sends  the  money  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  and  the 
Conference  Treasurer  reports  back  to  each  local  church  the  money  given  for  each 
cause  once  a  month.  The  Conference  is  required  by  the  Discipline  (Church  Law)  to 
have  a  CPA  audit  of  Conference  Funds  each  year. 

The  Conference  Treasurer  sends  the  money  designated  for  the  General  Church  to 
the  General  Church  Treasurer  and  a  report  of  money  received  with  a  breakdown  for 
each  cause  is  sent  back  to  the  Conference  each  month  by  the  General  Church 
Treasurer.  In  addition,  individuals  and  local  churches  that  send  in  special  designated 
gifts  for  General  Advance  Specials  have  the  gifts  acknowledged  and  for  what  purpose 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  ( this  too  is  required  by  the  Discipline ) . 

As  United  Methodists  we  should  be  proud  of  the  Christian  stewardship  principles 
used  in  relationship  to  the  material  blessings  we  share  with  the  church  in  its  local  and 
worldwide  ministries.  The  only  question  you  might  have  is:  “Are  we  doing  what  we 
should  be  doing  for  others?” 


In  Memoriam 

Dr.  William  Talbot  Handy  died 
Tuesday,  February  1,  1983  in  New 
Orleans.  He  was  serving  as  Pastor 
Emeritus  at  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans  and  was 
a  retired  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

His  son.  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  is 
currently  serving  the  Missouri  East  and 
Missouri  West  Conferences. 


Watermark  at  Covenant 

The  musical  group  Watermark  will  be 
appearing  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Sunday, 
February  13,  1983  at  the  United 

Methodist  Church  of  the  Covenant  in 
Lafayette.  These  three  talented  young 
musicians  from  Wichita,  Kansas,  blend 
smooth  harmonies  with  unique 
instrumentation  to  present  a  clear, 
contemporary  Christian  message.  The 
admission  is  free,  and  everyone  is 
invited. 


Bishop  Shamblin  Installed 
as  President  of  LIC 


Left  to  right:  The  Reverend  Janies  B.  Brown,  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
Diocese  of  Louisiana ;  the  Reverend  John  Vickers,  Regional  Minister  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ);  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Louisiana 
Conference. 


The  13th  Annual  Assembly  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  was 
held  January  18  and  19  in  Alexandria. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Browder,  first  woman 
and  first  layperson  to  serve  as  president, 
presided. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  elected 
and  installed  as  president  for  1983.  The 
Rev.  John  Vickers,  Regional  Minister  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  was  elected  as  president  elect. 
Other  officers  elected  were:  The  Rev. 
William  Hatcher,  vice-president.  District 
1;  The  Most  Rev.  Jude  Speyrer,  vice- 
president,  District  2;  Dr.  Francis 
Williams,  vice-president.  District  3;  Mrs. 
Ruth  McCusker,  vice-president.  District 
4;  The  Rev.  James  C.  Biegler,  recording 
secretary;  and  Mr.  Emile  A.  Reggie,  Sr., 
treasurer. 


The  theme  of  the  meeting  was  “Local 
Churches  Working  Together.’’  Episcopal 
Bishop  Willis  Henton  presented  guest 
speakers  and  discussion  leaders.  They 
were  the  Reverend  Joseph  W.  Witmer, 
Associate  Director,  Bishops’  Committee 
for  Ecumenical  and  Interreligious 
Affairs;  The  Rev.  Glenn  Igleheart, 
Director  of  Interfaith  Witness  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention;  The  Rev. 
Canon  Warren  Crews,  president  of  the 
Episcopal  Diocesan  Ecumenical 
Officers;  and  The  Rev.  Lewis  Lancaster, 
Jr.,  Staff  Associate  for  Ecumenical 
Coordination  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.  These  guests  and  other 
speakers  gave  inspiring  examples  of 
local  churches  working  together  in  many 
places  including  Louisiana. 

The  Reverend  James  L.  Stovall  is  the 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference 


1983  Spring  Retreat 
February  21-22 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 

Hunger  And  Value  Formation 

LEADER:  Dr.  Leo  Rippy 
Professor  of  Christian  Education 
Scarritt  College 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
REGISTRATION:  12:30  p.m.  Monday,  February  21 
RETREAT  SCHEDULE:  Begins  1:00  p.m.  Monday  and  ends  at  noon  Tuesday 
REGISTRATION  FEE:  $10.00 

SUGGESTED  READING:  WORLD  HUNGER  —  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

by  Suzanne  Toton 

F or  more  information  and  registration  forms  contact: 

Lylln  Guth,  Director  of  Christian  Education 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria.  LA  71301  (318)  443-5696 


Human  choice,  ‘demons,’  and  faith 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


I  MEANT  TO  VISIT 
some  sm -ins  eor 

I  WFNT  TO  A  CLUB 
MEFTIM6  IUCTE AP 


While  countless  words  were  being 
expended  to  hype  the  recent  Super  Bowl 
meeting  between  the  Miami  Dolphins 
and  the  Washington  Redskins,  the  news 
about  a  fallen  hero  from  three  previous 
Miami  Super  Bowl  teams  received 
relatively  scant  attention.  But  the 
tragedy  of  Mercury  Morris  is  far  greater 
than  the  Dolphins'  subsequent  loss  to  the 
Redskins. 

As  a  Dolphin,  Mercury  Morris  was  one 
of  professional  football’s  most  elusive 
runners.  With  more  than  ample  ability, 
money  and  public  acclaim,  he  had 
everything  the  world  could  offer.  Last 
month,  however.  Mercury  Morris  stood 
before  a  Miami  judge  and  received  a  20- 
year  prison  sentence  for  trafficking  in 
narcotics.  And  he  admitted  his  inability 
to  elude  an  opponent  more  formidable 
than  any  he  had  ever  met  on  the  football 
field. 

As  he  described  it:  “You're  up  every 
night,  smoking  your  brains  out  until  six 
in  the  morning.  Once  you  get  into  that, 
the  word  ‘enough'  is  taken  out  of  your 
vocabulary.  You  can’t  get  enough.  It’s 
impossible.  I  wanted  to  get  away  from  it, 
but  the  demons  wouldn’t  let  me. " 

In  one  way  this  reference  to  “demons" 
may  sound  like  an  attempt  to  evade 
personal  responsibility.  In  another, 
however,  it  acknowledges  the  frightening 
reality  that,  once  made,  some  choices 
predictably  lead  to  destructive 
consequences  beyond  our  power  to 
reverse  or  overcome. 

The  first  step  toward  crossing  the  line 
which  separates  “choosing"  from  “being 
possessed”  is  the  assumption  that  one  is 
somehow  immune  from  “the  demons" 
which  have  reduced  the  lives  of  countless 
other  mortals  to  little  more  than 
anticipating  the  next  snort,  the  next  pill, 
the  next  drink,  the  next  puff,  or  the  next 
shot. 

Some  Christian  moralists  would  say 
that  all  a  person  must  do  to  avoid 
crossing  that  line  is  “believe  in  Jesus.” 
In  one  sense,  that  is  true.  In  another 
sense  it  reflects  an  arrogance  no  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  of  an  athletic  hero  who 
believes  “it  may  happen  to  weaker  per¬ 
sons,  but  not  me.” 

We  know  nothing  about  the  state  of 
Mercury  Morris’  religious  commitment. 
We  do  know  that  even  our  Lord  was  faced 
with  the  temptation  of  hurling  himself 
from  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple  —  an  act 
with  predictably  destructive  conse¬ 
quences.  We  know  that  many  deeply 
committed  Christians  have  succumbed 
in  moments  of  weakness  to  temptations 
posed  by  depression  or  peer  pressure  or 
other  contemporary  “demons”  —  only 
later  to  find  themselves  “hooked”  or 
“possessed.”  We  should  know  by  now 
that  the  availability  and  social  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  drug  use  has  become  so  great 
that  no  individual  or  family  can  legiti¬ 
mately  be  considered  immune  from  the 


threat  of  “possession"  by  drugs. 

While  those  who  follow  Christ  are  not 
blessed  with  an  immunity  to  temptation, 
our  faith  does  teach  us  to  be  aware  of  the 
realistic  potential  for  evil  and 
destruction  in  our  choices  as  well  as 
pointing  us  to  what  is  good.  The 
Scriptures  provide  us  with  an  ethical 
compass  for  charting  our  direction. 
Centuries  of  Christian  tradition  and 
experience  serve  to  warn  us  if  we  will  but 
take  heed,  that  some  roads  are  best 
never  traveled. 

Above  all,  life  in  Christ  creates  in  us  an 
awareness  that  the  one  fully  trustworthy 
source  of  human  happiness,  security, 
and  strength  is  not  to  be  found  in  a 
capsule  nor  a  bottle,  but  in  the  Word  and 
way  of  God  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ. 

We  regret  the  tragic  consequences 
which  resulted  from  some  mistaken 
choices  by  Mercury  Morns.  We  pray  that 
he  may  either  renew  or  receive  a  life- 
giving  faith  during  his  forced  separation 
from  society.  At  the  same  time  we  hope 
that  others  will  learn  from  the  bitter 
fruits  of  his  experience.  We  likewise  hope 
that,  as  persons  whose  faith  is  securely 
anchored  in  the  Word  of  God,  we  will 
recognize  the  importance  both  of 
teaching  and  modeling  for  others  that  the 
clearest  “yes”  to  God  may  be  a  firm 
“no"  when  temptation  beckons. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  MEANT  TO  TAKE 
SOME  O07HE3  TO 
A  NEEPT  FAMILY 
PUT  1  GOT  INTER- 
ESTEP  m  A  TV 

movie 


Here  I  Stand 

Today’s  ‘miracles’ are  tomorrow’s 
‘taken -for -granted  ’  experiences 


FEBRUARY  11. 1983. 


i 


I  meant  to  call 
ON  SOME  SOHM Y 
SCHOOL  PROSPECTS 
BUT  I  WENT 
CHOPPING 


I  THIHK  I’P 
ACCOMPLISH  more 
EOR  OOP  IF 
TO  JUST  GET  OUT 
OF  W  WAY 


By  RAY  MIZER 

I  share  with  millions  of  my  fellow 
creatures  a  fascination  with  miracles.  In 
a  theater,  or  before  our  TV  screen,  we  sit 
spellbound  by  the  manipulations  of 
highly  skilled  magicians  and  illusionists. 
What  they  perform  are  “miracles”  for 
us,  because  we  do  not  understand  how 
the  tricks  are  performed.  It  isn’t 
surprising.  Thomas  Edison,  the  Wizard 
of  Menlo  Park,  once  said  that  “We  don’t 
know  one  millionth  of  1  percent  about 
anything.” 

My  personal  orientation  tends  to  be 
literary,  and  I  could  quote  pages  of 
startling  and  illuminating  passages 
focusing  on  miracles.  Let  me  share  a 
couple  of  them  with  you.  The  first  is  from 
Walt  Whitman's  “Song  of  Myself”:  “I 
believe  a  leaf  of  grass  is  no  less  than  the 
journey-work  of  the  stars  .  .  .  And  a 
mouse  is  miracle  enough  to  stagger 
sextillions  of  infidels.”  (Section  31,  lines 
663,669)  The  second  is  an  observation 
from  the  4th  chapter  of  Willa  Cather’s 
“Death  Comes  for  the  Archbishop”: 
“The  miracles  of  the  church  seem  to  me 
to  rest  not  so  much  upon  faces  or  voices 
or  healing  power  coming  suddenly  near 
to  us  from  afar  off,  but  upon  our 


perceptions  being  made  finer,  so  that  for 
a  moment  our  eyes  can  see  and  our  ears 
can  hear  what  is  there  about  us  always.  ’ ' 

Both  authors  are  saying  that  the  known 
universe  and  our  conscious  life  within 
that  universe  are  miracles  of  the  highest 
order.  We  need  not  make  Christ  into  a 
super-Houdini  in  order  to  be  impressed. 

I  am  a  20  th  century  American 
Methodist.  That  means,  in  part,  that  I 
believe  any  solid  and  lasting  Christian 
faith  MUST  involve  our  brain,  our 
thought,  our  mental  processes,  and  not 
our  feelings  and  emotional  commitments 
alone.  “Blind  faith”  alone  can  lead  to 
such  unpleasantness  as  the  martyrdom 
of  Joan  of  Arc  (and  countless  others),  the 
sickening  debacle  of  the  Children’s 
Crusade,  the  despotic  horrors  and 
terrors  of  the  Inquisition  across  several 
centuries,  a  Jonestown  in  Guyana,  a 
Khomeini  in  Iran,  and  altogether  more 
unspeakable  atrocities  than  UMR  could 
report  in  a  decade. 

I  optimistically  had  assumed  that  in 
America  today  everyone,  and  especially 
United  Methodists,  had  emerged  a  bit 
from  the  shade  of  the  Dark  Ages  in  which 
we  routinely  persecuted  men  of  science, 
hanged  or  drowned  our  “witches”  at 


Capitalism  has  merit  within  Christian  ideals 


To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  of  Steven  L.  Robinson 
(UMR,  Jan.  14)  brings  up  two  points,  and 
with  the  first  I  would  agree:  It  should  not 
be  said  that  victims  of  the  current 
recession  have  only  themselves  to  blame. 

With  his  second  point  —  that  American 
capitalism  is  inconsistent  with  the 
fundamentals  of  Christianity  —  I 
disagree.  What  system  would  he 
recommend?  Socialism,  so  great  in 
theory,  has  been  proven  a  failure  in 
practice.  Almost  any  system  would 
succeed  if  the  leaders  and  the  populace 
were  uniformly  high  in  character  and 
wisdom.  That,  unfortunately,  is  a  pretty 
big  order.  Even  the  church  suffers  from 
the  same  problem,  but  its  potential  is  so 
great  that  we  aren’t  about  to  scrap  the 
system. 

Capitalism  and  the  profit  motive  have 
given  us  a  high  standard  of  living, 
supported  the  government  with  more 
than  it  deserves,  and  contributed 
liberally  to  those  in  need.  This  has  been 
done  with  both  personal  and  corporate 
transfer  of  resources  to  those  in  need. 
Much  of  it  has  been  done  by  taxation,  and 
much  by  the  generous  free  will  of  our 
people. 


My  Witness 

A  modern  saint  recalled 
for  her  life  serving  others 


By  MARY  NOBLE 

The  little  figure  in  the  red  coat  was  a 
familiar  sight  on  the  village  streets.  Miss 
Noble  —  or  Leah,  as  she  was  known  by 
her  older  friends  —  lived  alone  but  had 
little  time  to  be  lonely.  She  was  always 
out  doing  errands  for  others,  calling  on 
shut-ins,  working  for  the  church  or 
collecting  and  recording  items  and 
information  for  the  local  historical 
society  and  museum. 

Even  in  cold  or  snowy  weather  that 
would  have  kept  many  younger  persons 
home  by  the  fire,  Leah  would  be  out  on 
the  street  as  usual.  For  several  winters 
she  regularly  checked  on  the  house  of 
friends  who  went  to  Florida  for  the  winter. 

In  the  40  years  of  her  teaching  career 
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probably  half  our  community’s  residents 
had  studied  under  her  loving  care  and 
she  remembered  them  all.  If  strangers 
moved  into  town,  she  made  it  her  business 
to  welcome  them  and  to  get  acquainted. 

Each  morning  when  she  went  to  the 
post  office  for  her  own  mail  Leah  got  the 
mail  for  her  friend  down  the  street  who 
was  younger  than  Leah’s  83  years  but 
hampered  by  arthritis. 

In  the  evening  Leah  would  cross  the 
street  to  sit  and  visit  with  another  neigh¬ 
bor  who  had  lost  her  husband  and  was 
confined  at  home  because  of  ill  health. 

Five  days  a  week  Leah  joined  with 
other  senior  citizens  at  the  local  nutrition 
center  for  lunch  and  visits  with  old 
friends.  Sunday  morning  always  found 
her  in  church,  and  she  always  arrived 
early  enough  to  see  that  everything  was 
in  order  for  the  service. 

Most  of  Leah’s  elderly  friends  who 
lived  alone  didn’t  drive,  so  Leah  would 
take  them  to  the  doctor,  out  for  rides  or 
for  a  meal  at  a  nearby  restaurant. 

Leah  enjoyed  all  kinds  of  activities  and 
especially  being  with  people.  She  often 
reminisced  about  parties  and  sleigh  rides 
and  outings  she  took  part  in  when  she 
was  younger.  Even  when  she  was  in  her 
seventies  she  enjoyed  snowmobiling  and 
hiking,  and  if  there  was  anything  she 
couldn’t  do  she  was  happy  to  watch 
younger  people  enjoying  it. 

If  Leah  was  ever  ill,  no  one  heard  about 
it.  Her  trips  to  the  hospital  were  to  visit 
others,  and  her  visits  with  the  doctor 
were  on  the  street  or  in  church.  She 
didn’t  have  time  to  be  sick;  too  many 
people  depended  on  her. 

Leah  went  the  way  she  would  have 
wanted  to,  causing  as  little  trouble  as 
possible,  spending  only  a  few  days  in  the 
hospital  It  seemed  like  such  a  simple 
accident.  Just  a  skid  on  the  icy  bridge  a 
few  rods  from  home.  But  internal 
injuries  were  serious  and  a  long  full  life 
was  ended. 

How  Leah  would  have  enjoyed  the 
gathering  of  friends  at  the  funeral  home, 
people  she  had  spent  her  life  caring  for. 
now  here  to  show  their  love  and  respect. 
And  how  she  would  have  appreciated  the 
service  in  her  beloved  church  with  a 
capacity  crowd  and  a  eulogy  fit  for  a 
saint. 

Although  her  earthly  journey  is  ended  I 
feel  sure  Leah  still  keeps  a  watchful  eye 
on  "her ”  children  and  the  little  village 
that  was  her  home  for  so  many  years. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Mary 
Noble,  is  a  member  of  Edwards  UMC  in 
Edwards.  New  York  (Northern  New 
York  Conference ). 


Yes,  excessive  profits,  monopolies, 
and  other  forms  of  greed  do  exist.  But 
let’s  also  focus  on  the  millions  of 
genuinely  Christian  business  people  and 
workers.  I  think  they  provide  us  with  a 
worthy  criterion.  Let’s  keep  our  present 
system  in  America  and  work  to  make  it 
better  —  and  ourselves  in  the  process. 

J.  Murray  Kidd 
Big  Sandy,  Texas 

The  Holy  Bible 
was  written  by  God 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  Carl  Franke  is  trying  to 
please  people  rather  than  God  (See 
UMR,  “Here  I  Stand,”  Jan.  14).  If  he  has 
studied  the  scriptures  as  much  as  he 
says,  he  should  not  be  so  mixed  up  in  his 
thinking.  I  feel  a  deep  concern  for  him. 

The  Holy  Bible  was  written  by  God 
through  others’  pens.  The  only  thing  we 
humans  can  do  is  try  as  best  we  can  to 
live  by  these  rules.  The  Old  Testament 
laws  were  replaced  with  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ,  but  we  cannot  throw  away 
this  portion  of  the  Bible  because  some 
prophecies,  for  whatever  reason,  have 
not  been  fulfilled. 

No  one  can  be  as  perfect  as  Jesus  was, 
but  we  can  try  to  be  more  like  Him  and 
put  Him  abotfe  all  other  possessions. 

I  know  God  cared  for  women  because  it 
was  shown  many  times  through  Jesus 
Christ.  As  for  the  feelings  of  the  Apostle 
Paul  towards  women,  only  God  knows. 

I  believe  in  God  and  take  His  words  to 
be  the  truth.  When  God  said  he  would  put 
his  children  under  his  wing,  I  believe  it, 
and  will  not  question  whether  he  has 
feathers  or  not.  I  just  want  to  be  there.  I 
certainly  hope  Mr.  Franke  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  crouch  under  there  with 
me.  Goldie  Ginn 

Lucasville,  Ohio 

Bible  means  more 

than  what  it  says 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  to  Carl  W.  Franke  for  his 
article  headlined  “Are  you  taking  the 
Holy  Bible  literally  or  seriously?” 
(UMR,  Jan.  14). 

United  Methodists  ought  to  see  that  the 
Holy  Bible  is  as  personal  to  each  one  as 
his  own  diary,  and  that  God’s  Holy  Spirit 
speaks  to  each  one  according  to  his/her 
own  background  and  needs. 

When  Vicar  Lacey  was  teaching  Bible 
History  at  Mirror  Lake  School  in  St. 
Petersburg  he  said  that  he  cannot  accept 
the  belief  that  the  Bible  is  the  divine  word 
of  God.  He  believes  that  the  Bible  is  the 
inspired  words  of  men  about  God.  Since  I 
too  am  more  comfortable  in  this  belief  I 
never  wave  my  Bible  in  any  one’s  face 
saying  “The  divine  word  of  God  says 
very  plainly  ..."  Instead  I  say,  “This  is 
what  the  Bible  says  to  me." 

This  view  helps  me  to  see  that  the  Bible 
does  not  mean,  “exactly  what  it  says”  ;  it 
means  far  more  than  it  actually  says.  It 
helps  me  to  listen  to  other  Christians  —  to 
listen  with  understanding  love. 

We  cannot  change  people;  we  can  only 
love  them.  But  God's  Holy  Spirit  can 
convert  them  through  the  Scriptures  if 
we  truly  care  and  love. 

Florence  P.  Byerley 
Pinellas  Park.  Florida 

The  Red  Cross 
does  not  buy  blood 

To  the  Editor: 

First  let  me  say  I  am  happy  to  be  a 
subscriber  to  the  Reporter.  Reading  it 
makes  me  feel  that  I  am  informed  on 
policies,  theology  and  mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Thank  you. 

In  the  January  7,  1983  issue  the  article 
headlined  “Incredible  need”  had  a  state¬ 
ment  concerning  a  man  who  received 
$6.00  for  blood  given  at  an  operation  of 
the  Red  Cross  Bloodmobile  in  Houston. 

Having  worked  with  the  Blood 
Program  of  the  American  Red  Cross  for 
over  30  years,  this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
ever  heard  that  anyone  was  ever  paid 
anything  for  giving  blood  or  for  working 
for  the  program.  The  technicians  are  on 
paid  staff  but  all  other  labor  and  blood  is 
a  voluntary  donation. 

It  is  very  possible  someone  on  his  own 
initiative  was  giving  money  to  donors  at 
the  Houston  operation. 

This  will  be  checked  out  through  the 


local  office  of  the  Red  Cross  in  Albert 
Lea,  Minnesota.  The  whole  voluntary 
donor  aspect  of  the  Blood  Program  could 
go  down  the  tube.  The  program  has  been 
successful  because  of  the  volunteers 
giving  of  their  time,  and  those  eligible 
giving  their  blood. 

The  Reporter  would  have  no  reason  to 
know  the  damage  that  could  be  done  to 
the  Red  Cross  Blood  Program  by  the 
statement  that  a  donor  had  been  paid.  It 
would  have  meant  nothing  to  me  had  I 
not  been  for  so  long  involved  with  the 
program. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  each  of  you 
who  are  involved  in  getting  the  Reporter 
out. 

Portia  N.  Howe 

Alden,  Minnesota 

Digest  contentions 

need  to  be  answered 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  Reporter  regularly  and  have 
long  been  deeply  appreciative  of  the 
Reporter’s  usually  fine  way  of  helping 
United  Methodist  members  get  the  facts 
and  deal  with  issues.  But  you  didn’t 
measure  up  to  your  own  high  standards 
in  your  editorial  on  the  Reader’s 
Digest/National  Council  of  Churches 
controversy.  •» 

No  doubt  there  is  some  truth  in  your 
assessment  of  the  rather  heavy-handed 
tactics  of  the  Digest  article.  And 
certainly  it  is  true  that  “the  cause  of 
Christ  is  never  served  by  lies  and  other 
forms  of  deception.”  And  that’s  where 
we  could  use  the  Reporter’s  help  instead 
of  the  standard,  almost  knee-jerk 
defense  of  theNCC. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  issue  no  one 
ever  deals  with  is  one  of  basic 
accountability:  i.e.,  do  the  folks  in  the 
pew  who  give  the  money  want  their 
money  spent  the  way  the  NCC  is 
spending  it?  If  they  do,  fine.  But  I 
question  whether  they  know  enough 
about  the  NCC  to  make  an  intelligent 
decision.  The  NCC  does  indeed  feed 
hungry  people.  But  there  also  seem  to  be 
some  contributions  to  groups  or  through 
groups  which  a  significant  number  of 
church  members  would  have  some  very 
legitimate  questions  about.  These  are  the 
kinds  of  things  which  need  to  be 
discussed  openly  and  honestly  —  we  all 
stand  to  gain  from  the  truth.  Help  us, 
please !  Helen  Rhea  Coppedge 

Fort  Valley,  Georgia 

Government’s  business 

is  church’s  business 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  depressing  to  read  your  January 
7  editorial  concerning  the  church  not 
being  expected  to  fulfill  the 
government’s  duties.  First,  I  do  not  feel 
these  duties  are  really  the  government’s. 
Rather,  they  are  the  duties  of  our 
churches  that  the  government  had 
“taken  up  the  slack  on”  in  the  past,  or 
had  somehow  been  misdirected  into 
performing.  I  strongly  feel  that  charity 
should  be  a  free  and  joyful  gift  and  not 
paid  for  by  forced  taxation.  Charity  loses 
its  better  qualities  when  one  is  forced  to 
participate. 

It  almost  seems  that  your  editorial 
writer  believes  that  the  government  has 
an  endless  supply  of  money.  To  continue 
paying  for  these  programs  entails  the 
person  on  the  street  putting  out  more 
money  through  taxes,  paying  higher 
prices  that  corporations  will  charge  to 
pay  their  taxes,  or  dealing  with  the  ill 
effects  of  inflation.  Obviously,  what  the 
government  spends  its  money  on  affects 
this  problem,  but  that  is  really  another 
issue. 

I.  for  one,  would  rather  give  my  money 
to  the  church  for  use  in  social  programs 
than  have  the  government  take  it  from 
me.  Our  churches,  in  the  use  of 
charitable  dollars,  have  to  be  more 
efficient  than  the  government’s 
channeling  of  money  through  the 
bureaucracy  of  Washington,  D.C.  and 
back  down  to  the  local  levels.  Surely,  our 
churches  can  improve  on  the  red  tape, 
the  inefficiency,  and  the  high  salaries  of 
government  employees. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  a  Christian  can  be 
so  negative  when  Jesus  did  so  much  with 
a  few  fish  and  a  few  loaves  of  bread. 
Throughout  history,  Christians  have 


been  able  to  succeed  at  what  many  so- 
called  “experts”  have  claimed  to  be 
insurmountable  tasks.  The  real  question 
is  whether  we,  as  Christians,  will  accept 
our  responsibilities  to  give  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  truly  needy.  I  know  we  can 
do  it,  and  I  pray  that  we  will  do  it,  and  I 
challenge  everyone  to  do  their  part  with 
money,  service,  and/or  encouragement. 

William  D.  Brown 
Dallas,  Texas 

‘A  better  idea’  for 

church  directories 

To  the  Editor: 

A  Church  Directory  is  a  great  idea  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  14).  I  have  had  two  prepared 
by  the  professional  photographers.  They 
were  okay. 

However,  there  is  always  a  better  idea. 
Mine  was  to  load  up  our  35mm  with  black 
and  white  film.  Then  after  every  worship 
hour  and  meeting,  I  or  my  trusty  lay 
leader  would  photograph  our  members 
and  friends.  There  was  not  a  high 
pressure  sales  pitch  to  face,  nor  the  need 
to  say  no  to  expensive  pictures.  A  free 
photographing  session  produced  a 
likeness  (even  though  few  people  like  the 
likeness  captured  on  film)  that  we  have 
stored  in  a  photo  album  in  our  library. 

Our  riBhiina ting  committee,  our  new 
members  and  prayer  requests  for 
persons  find  a  ready  access  to  the 
likeness  of  a  name.  It  has  been  a  frequent 
tool  for  ministry  and  interpersonal 
relations  here  among  us.  It  truly  is  a 
better  idea. 

We  sharpened  our  idea  by  taking 
photographs  of  the  parents  and  children 
separately.  This  will  allow  updating  of 
the  children  as  they  grow  without  the 
need  to  rephotograph  those  whose  like¬ 
ness  don’t  change  often.  I  keep  a  polaroid 
camera  handy  for  the  unexpected  mo¬ 
ments  when  the  ones  who  got  away  the 
first  time  show  up  with  a  willing  smile. 
And  a  few  unwilling  persons  found  a  tele¬ 
photo  lens  hard  to  hide  from  as  they 
walked  in  the  door  ( thanks  to  fast  film  and 
fast  photographers ) . 

JohnL.  Camp 
Leominster,  Massachusetts 

Call  to  proselyte  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  in  the  Jan.  14 
issue  of  the  Reporter  headlined 
“Evangelism  leaders  underscore 
primacy  of  worship”  by  staff  writer  M. 
Garlinda  Burton,  there  are  a  few  points 
with  which  I  can  agree,  but  also  many 
with  which  I  strongly  disagree. 

There  is  total  agreement  with  the  Rev. 
John  Ed  Mathison  regarding  the 
admonishment  of  workshop  participants 
to  “take  seriously  the  task  of  preparing, 
planning  and  being  involved  in  worship 
services."  I  also  agree  with  his 
statement  that  “a  worship  service  is 
generally  a  visitor’s  first  view  of  the 
church,  and  the  first  impression  ‘could 
be  the  one  that  gets  them  in.’  ” 

However,  one  statement  he  is  quoted 
as  having  made  disturbs  me  greatly:  “If 
you  are  not  receiving  as  many  people 
from  other  denominations  as  you  are 
through  transfers  from  other  United 
Methodist  churches,  your  church  is 
probably  dying.” 

This  statement  seems  to  imply  that 
United  Methodist  churches  should 
engage  in  the  practice  of  proselytizing, 
the  practice  of  pulling  members  out  of 
other  denominations  into  United  Metho¬ 
dism.  There  are  denominations  and/or 
congregations  who  regularly  engage  in 
this  practice  but  I  never  thought  I  would 
witness  the  day  when  this  would  be 
encouraged  by  a  United  Methodist  as  a 
practice  for  United  Methodist 
congregations.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
are  large  numbers  of  prospective 
members  among  the  unchurched  for  any 
and  all  congregations  without  having  to 
stoop  to  the  despicable  practice  of 
proselytizing.  Also,  I  was  under  the 
impression  that,  as  United  Methodists, 
we  are  seeking  to  work  with  other 
denominations  in  ministering  to  people 
and  sharing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Proselytizing  certainly  cannot  be  com¬ 
patible  with  this  but  only  serves  to  cause 
division  between  Christian  denominations. 

RoseL.  DeZutter 
Hamilton,  Illinois 


Ray  Mizer 
Salem,  and  committed  untold  outrages 
against  both  common  sense  and  common 
human  decency  in  the  name  of  religious 
dogma.  However,  the  outpouring  o£ 
vitriolic  vituperation  and  calumny  in 
response  to  a  thoughtful  “stand”  on. 
miracles  by  Glenn  Smital  some  time 
ago  raises  some  serious  doubts  as  to  how 
far  we  have  really  emerged  from  that 
primitive  darkness. 

Universe  must  be  orderly 

It  makes  precious  little  sense  to  me  for 
any  Christian  to  assume  the  God-like 
presumption  that  he  knows  what  all 
natural  laws  are  and  how  they  operate. 
What  we  call  “natural  law”  is  simply  the 
“rules  of  the  game”  which  the  Creator 
built  into  an  orderly  universe.  That 
universe  must  be  orderly;  it  cannot 
operate  by  sheer  chance.  Slowly  and 
painfully  we  have  learned  what  some  of 
the  “rules”  are,  and  we  depend  on  them 
implicitly.  For  example:  Water  is  made 
up  of  the  marriage  of  two  parts  of 
hydrogen  and  one  of  oxygen;  add  another 
part  of  oxygen,  and  a  million  times  out  of 
a  million,  you  get,  not  water,  but 
hydrogen  peroxide.  If  it  were  otherwise 
even  once,  the  world  would  no  longer  be  a 
world  of  order,  but  of  chaos  .  .  .  the 
ancient  Chaos  and  old  night  from  which 
God  delivered  us  at  the  Creation.  If  f 
plant  a  tulip  bulb  and  a  gladiola  comes; 
up,  nothing  is  dependable  —  not  nature,- 
and  not  God. 

These  are  kindergarten  examples. 
Scientists  working  at  the  frontiers  of 
knowledge  are  unravelling  secrets  that 
make  many  so-called  “miracles”  seem 
mere  child’s  play.  In  the  last  quarter 
century  we  have  learned  more  about  the 
nature  and  functioning  of  the  solar 
system  and  our  universe  than  in  all  of 
previously  recorded  history.  And  this  is 
only  the  beginning.  We  shall  learn  much 
more. 

Need  not  put  brain  on  hold 

My  point  is  —  and  I  believe  it  is  a  point 
with  which  a  great  many  of  my  fellow 
United  Methodists  could  agree  —  that  we 
need  not,  in  fact  must  not,  put  our  brains 
"on  hold”  in  order  to  accept  the  Christian 
faith,  no  matter  how  many  obscurantist 
zealots  tell  us  that  the  laws  of  nature  may 
be  broken  at  will,  and  that  every  ancient 
dogma  must  be  accepted  as  literal 
“gospel”  when  all  of  our  God-given 
intelligence,  all  our  training  and 
experience,  reject  that  as  impossible. 

To  our  counterparts  a  century  or  so 
ago,  much  of  today’s  taken-for-granted 
life  experiences  would  have  been  pure 
“miracles”  —  antibiotics,  television, 
radiotherapy,  lasers,  pocket  model 
computers,  satellites,  atomic  energy, 
test  tube  babies,  men  iri^pace  —  sjiph  a 
list  could  go  on  endlessly,  and  every  one 
a  "miracle."  There  remains  the  ultimate 
mystery  of  creation,  of  life  itself  and  of 
humanity’s  role  in  that  cosmos,  under 
God’s  redeeming  love  and  grace. 

Miracles  are  impressive 

When  some  ancient  scribe  records  that 
Jesus  had  the  power  instantly  to  change 
the  molecular  structure  of  water  to  that 
of  wine,  I  am  impressed.  We  haven’t 
learned  the  trick  of  that  yet.  But  we  have 
learned  to  turn  bread  mold  into  life¬ 
saving  penicillin,  and  stable  manure  into 
fuel  for  our  tractors. 

But  I  would  argue  that  whether  the 
reporter  at  that  ancient  wedding  feast 
was  recording  an  actual  event,  or 
whether  he  was  simply  saying 
metaphorically  “All  good  things  come 
from  the  Lord;  He  will  provide  whatever 
is  needful”  doesn’t  really  matter  very 
much.  And  certainly  it  has  no  effect 
whatever  on  my  Christian  faith,  one  way 
or  the  other.  I  remember  that  my 
teetotalling  mother,  God  rest  her  sweet 
soul,  often  expressed  a  wish  that  on  that 
festive  occasion  Jesus  had  chosen  to  turn 
water  into  coffee,  or  tea,  or  even  cider  — 
anything  non-alcoholic  —  rather  than 
wine,  which  her  conscience  wouldn’t  let 
her  approve,  although  I’m  sure  she 
forgave  Him  for  the  indiscretion. 

What  we  perceive  as  “miracles” 
happen  somewhere  everyday.  It  would 
be  truly  amazing  had  none  occurred 
during  the  all-too-brief  life  of  our  Lord. 
But  as  I  have  pointed  out,  today’s 
miracles  are  the  everyday  routine  of 
some  tomorrow.  We  know  far  too  little  to 
judge.  But  we’re  learning.  Don’t  ask  us  to 
put  out  the  light. 

I  write  this  as  one  who  hopes  for  the  as- 
yet-unfulfilled  miracle  of  peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  toward  men  —  and  a  lot 
less  haggling  over  inconsequential  points 
of  doctrine. 

“Here  I  Stand'  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Dr.  Ray  Mizer,  a  member 
of  Gobin  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Greencastle,  Indiana. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


CLASSIFIED 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  1,000  member  church.  To 
develop/administer  educational  ministry  for  all 
ages.  Skilled  in  youth  work.  Send  resume  to  Pastor, 
Carter  Memorial  United  Methodist,  800  Highland 
Ave.,  Needham,  MA  02194 


YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  Director  of  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Services/Conference  treasurer  position 
open.  Inquiries/applications  to  Wilbur  Whanger,  Box 
1055,  Laurel,  Montana  59044,  (406  )  628-4277. 


DIRECTOR,  SIERRA  SERVICE  Project.  Half-time 
yearly  responsibilities  with  summer  focus  on 
weatherization  and  repair  of  rural  Indian  homes  in 
California  by  youth.  Begins  in  June.  Applications  due 
March  1.  Rev.  Charles  F.  Cordes,  910  E.  North  Street, 
Manteca,  CA  95336. 
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Another  try  at  television  ministry  urged 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

•  ATLANTA  —  United  Methodism’s  general 
communications  agency,  still  burdened  by 
repayment  of  a  $1  million  debt  on  the  failed 
“National  Television  Presence  and  Ministry" 
campaign  of  1981-82,  tried  a  new  approach  to  the 
future  here  Feb.  4-5. 

In  a  procedure  unlike  any  taken  four  years  ago 
which  led  to  the  ill-fated  $25  million  attempt,  the 
UMC’s  General  Commission  on  Communications 
(UMCom)  sponsored  a  consultation  on  the 
church’s  “possible  future  ministry"  in 
television. 

Coordinated  ministry  backed 

And,  after  30  hours  of  disciplined  direction  but 
free-flowing  discussion,  the  60-person 
consultation  by  rising  vote  overwhelmingly 
affirmed  that  United  Methodism  must  proceed 
toward  a  coordinated  television  ministry  at  the 
national,  regional  and  local  levels. 

A  fast  track  awaits  that  very  generalized 
proposal.  A  draft  is  due  in  the  hands  of  UMCom 
by  mid-March.  Annual  conferences,  during  their 
1983  sessions,  beginning  in  less  than  three 
months,  will  be  asked  to  respond.  Legislation, 
based  on  those  responses,  could  be  perfected  this 
fall,  and  sent  to  the  1984  General  Conference  next 
spring. 


As  Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  of  the  Louisville 
Area,  who  chaired  the  consultation, 
summarized: 

•  The  UMC  should  attempt  to  use  all  forms  of 
telecommunications  —  including  but  not  limited 
to  television  —  in  its  ministry; 

•  The  General  Commission  on 
Communications  should  be  seen  both  as  a 
repository  of  expertise  for  regions  and  local 
churches  needing  assistance  in  their  own 
television  ministry  and  also  as  one  source  of 
television  production; 

•  The  denomination  must  use  its  television 
ministry  to  project  its  image  to  a  larger 
audience,  particularly  the  United  Methodist 
heritage  of  social  concern  and  ministry ; 

•  The  television  ministry  must  have  an 
adequate  promotional  budget  so  its  creative 
parts  and  parcels  "do  not  sit  on  the  shelf 
unused." 

•  The  television  ministry  must  be  seen  as  a 
coordinated  service  to  the  church  and  from  the 
church  to  the  public. 

Bishop  Duffey  told  the  consultants,  "You  have 
helped  us  shape  the  general  picture  of  a 
comprehensive  and  inclusive  package.  This 
becomes  a  formidable  and  urgent  task  of  the 
communications  commission." 

Bishop  Duffey  noted  that  the  consultation  had 
not  resolved  the  question  of  how  to  finance  the 


proposed  coordinated  television  ministry.  But  all 
discussions  were  at  a  much  more  modest  level 
than  the  $25  million  minimum  goal  which  the 
1980  General  Conference  adopted. 

A  sub-group  on  finances  recommended  that 
the  commission  seek  a  $2  million  annual  budget 
to  be  financed  by  a  combination  of  World  Service 
(basic  denomination-wide  program)  monies  and 
a  line-item  apportionment  upon  the  annual 
conferences  and  thence  upon  local  churches. 

.  Another  group  recommended  a  broader  fund 
appeal  which  might  seek  $8  million  annually,  to 
be  split  25  percent  ($2  million)  for  national 
television  ministry  and  75  percent  ($6  million) 
for  annual  conference  television  ministry. 

Finances  and  philosophy  even  got  linked  at  one 
point  when  consultation  participants  debated 
whether  United  Methodists  would  approve  of 
explicit  fund  appeals  as  a  part  of  denominational 
programming.  “Is  that  die  kind  of  image  we 
United  Methodists  have  of  ourselves?"  several 
asked.  A  straw  vote  indicated  strong  favor  for 
including  explicit  fund  appeals  for  specific 
purposes  —  world  hunger,  children’s  relief,  etc. 
—  as  well  as  appeals  for  funds  to  pay  for  the 
programming  itself. 

This  and  all  other  details  regarding  program 
content,  production  locations,  delivery  systems, 
targeted  audiences  and  management  remain  to 
be  written  by  the  drafting  team. 


Among  the  features  distinguishing  this  process 
from  any  tried  in  the  previous  quadrennium  was 
that  the  communications  commission  had  asked 
for  and  received  the  support  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  in  calling  this  consultation.  UMCom  also 
is  obligated  to  consult  with  both  the  general 
finance  agency  and  the  general  program 
coordinating  agency  before  forwarding  any 
package  to  the  General  Conference. 

Nearly  two  hours  were  spent  in  viewing 
examples  of  how  and  where  United  Methodists 
already  are  in  TV  ministry.  As  indicated  in 
advance,  these  ranged  from  the  frankly  flawed 
to  the  proudly  professional. 

UMs  have  $10  million  TV  hardware 

The  consultation  also  received  one 
unchallenged  reminder  that  at  least  $10  million 
in  telecommunications  “hardware"  — 
equipment,  stations,  cameras,  studios,  satellite 
uplink  (sending)  and  downlink  (receiving) 
dishes  —  is  already  in  use  among  United 
Methodists. 

At  no  point  up  until  now  had  the  sponsoring 
UMCom  brought  together  these  evidences  either 
of  existing  programming  or  of  potentially 
linkable  systems. 

A  questionnaire  conducted  across  the  church 
in  the  past  two  months  gave  the  commission 
snmp  data  on  United  Methodist  perceptions  and 


preferences  regarding  television  ministry. 

A  "bonus"  consultant  to  the  consultation  was 
the  president  of  Atlanta-based  Turner 
Broadcasting  Service  and  a  former  president  of 
CBS  television,  Robert  Wussler.  Mr.  Wussler 
shared  pointers  about  the  industry  and  spoke 
most  persuasively  about  the  need  to  budget 
amply  to  promote  whatever  is  produced. 

The  consultation  participants  were 
meticulously  chosen  to  assure  both  geographical 
diversity  and  representation  of  the  church’s 
highest  ministerial  and  lay  offices.  Thus  there 
were  five  each  —  one  from  each  geographical 
jurisdiction  —  bishops,  annual  conference 
council  directors,  district  supei  .ntendents, 
conference  communicators  and  conference  lay 
leaders.  In  addition  there  were  10  at-large 
consultants  chosen  for  various  expertise, 
communicators  from  general  program  boards 
and  agencies,  ethnic  caucus  representatives  and 
top  staff  of  UMCom . 

The  process  became  “sticky"  only  when  the 
agenda  called  for  and  the  process  persons 
pressed  for  a  “yes"  or  "no"  vote  on  whether  to 
press  on  toward  a  television  ministry.  The 
consultant  body  insisted  it  wanted  further  to 
discuss  the  “shape"  and  content  of  the  proposed 
ministry.  Then  four  hours  later,  they  registered 
approval  with  no  measurable  dissent. 


Ash  Wednesday  marks  beginning  of  Lent 


NEW  YORK  —  The  Rev.  David  Randolph  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  here  burned  parishioners’  written  confessions  in  last  year’s  Ash 
Wednesday  Communion  service.  The  ceremony  will  be  repeated  in  many 
other  congregations  this  year  on  Feb.  16,  the  beginning  of  Lent. 
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‘Lord’  and  ‘King’  out 


t&LLAS  (tilWNS)  —  A  national  United 
Methodist  task  force  on  inclusive 
language  in  the  church  is  proposing  that 
“Lord"  and  "King”  generally  not  be 
used  as  synonyms  for  God. 

The  Task  Force  on  Language 
Guidelines  is  finishing  its  work  on  a 
major  document  on  languages  about 
God.  The  document  and  other  parts  of  its 
report  are  intended  for  recommended 
use  throughout  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Created  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  on  the  authority  of 
the  1980  General  Conference,  the  10- 
member  task  force  will  report  to  the 
GCOM  at  its  meeting  April  25-29.  The 
GCOM  can  act  as  it  chooses  on  the 
report,  which  is  expected  to  go  in  some 
form  to  the  1984  General  Conference  in 
Baltimore,  Md. 

The  task  force  is  considering 
recommending  the  word  Jesus  used  in 
the  Aramaic  language,  “abba,"  and 
other  biblical  and  historical  forms  of 
address  for  God. 

Of  “Lord."  the  task  force  says  its  use 
“carries  the  assumption  created  by  other 
male-gender  words  that  God  has  male 
characteristics.”  Where  possible,  the 
group  proposes,  "and  certainly  in  newly 
written  and  spoken  materials,"  the  word 
"Lord"  for  God  should  be  avoided. 

Likewise,  the  word  "King"  used  to 


refer  to,  God  carries  implications  of  male 
gender,  says  the  task  force.  It  points  out 
that  "all  human  references  to  the  word 
king  mean  male  ruler."  It  suggests 
"Ruler.”  The  task  force  concludes: 
"There  are  a  sufficient  number  of  words 
which  express  the  concept  of  kingship 
without  implying  specific  gender  to 
make  the  use  of  the  word  ‘King’  in 
reference  to  God  unnecessary.” 

The  task  force’s  text  regarding 
"Father”  is  still  in  process.  Chairwoman 
Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler,  Chicago, 
president  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  said  the  final  document 
primarily  will  raise  questions  and  call 
for  further  study  and  work.  She  said : 

"The  document  will  recognize  that 
there  are  those  for  whom  ‘Father’  in 
reference  to  God  is  no  longer  acceptable; 
it  carries  sexist  connotations  and 
practices  of  the  language  and  the  church. 
Other  persons,  while  they  acknowledge 
that  ‘Father’  is  not  entirely  suitable, 
question  whether  there  is  an  adequate 
substitute.  Such  terms  as  ‘Creator’  and 
‘Redeemer,’  they  feel,  do  not  carry  the 
same  personal  connotation  which 
‘Father’  holds.  The  task  force  is  asking 
for  further  theological  work  on  God  as 
‘Father,’  which  might  include 
development  of  better  language." 


r 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Trom  died  of  smoke  inhalation.  His 
wife,  Janet,  and  their  two  children, 


UM  is  new  Guam  senator 
As  far  as  Marcia  Ann  Hartsock's 
pastor  is  concerned,  her  recent 
election  as  a  senator  in  the  legislature 
of  Guam  means  that  she  “has  clearly 
been  assigned  to  care  for  the  world 
through  the  legislature.” 

Lay  leader  of 
the  United  Metho- 
odist  Community 
Church  of  Guam, 

Marcia  (she  is 
best  known  by  her 
first  name)  was 
one  of  four  mem¬ 
bers  of  her  congre¬ 
gation  to  run  for 
public  office.  But  Marcia  Hartsock 
she  was  the  only  successful  candidate. 
She  will  serve  a  two-year  term . 

Her  background  is  in  both  public 
•  school  education  and  social  work.  She 
*.  will  chair  the  Guam  senate’s  commit- 
f  tee  on  health  and  social  services. 

He  lived  for  others 

As  Janies  Trom  piled  sandbag 
levees  to  keep  flood  waters  from 
destroying  neighbors'  homes  in 
Deerfield,  Ill.,  on  Dec.  2,  he  had  no 
way  of  knowing  that  would  be  his  last 
neighborly  gesture. 

The  next  morning,  as  he  slept  in  his 
home,  fire  gutted  the  house  and  Mr. 


Nicole,  5,  and  James  Jr. ,  2,  survived. 

Stunned  by  the  tragedy,  the 
residents  of  the  Chicago  suburb 
immediately  sought  to  comfort  and 
assist  the  surviving  family.  A  goal  of 
$10,000  was  set  to  help  rebuild  the 
home  and  support  the  family  as  Mr. 
Trom  left  no  insurance.  At  last  count, 
$12,000  had  been  collected. 

The  Rev.  Allison  Weatherby  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  and 
president  of  the  Deerfield  Clergy 
Association  sent  out  a  letter  asking 
area  churches  to  take  special  offerings 
for  the  Troms.  The  members  of  Christ 
UMC  collected  $1,500. 

Neighbors  such  as  Paul  and  Marge 
Frey,  members  of  Christ  UMC,  raised 
more  than  $1,000  by  going  door  to 
door;  local  firefighters  donated  the 
proceeds  from  a  raffle. 

Mr.  Weatherby  said  although  the 
Troms  were  not  members  of  his 
church,  the  young  man  was  known  as 
a  hard  worker  who  held  two  jobs  to 
keep  his  family  afloat. 

Paul  Meintzer,  a  neighborhood 
contractor  helping  to  rebuild  the 
Trom  home,  said  that  Mr.  Trom’s 
home  was  in  no  danger  of  flooding. 
Yet,  he  said,  Mr.  Trom  spent  several 
hours  sandbagging  neighbors’ 
property  the  night  before  he  died. 


Churches  use  law  firm  to  respond 


‘60  Minutes’  gets  record 
amount  of  negative  mail 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

A  Madison  Avenue  law  firm,  writing  on 
behalf  of  United  Methodism’s  general 
ecumenical  agency  and  the  heads  of  four 
other  mainline  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions,  has  called  on  CBS  to  permit  a 
response  to  “errors  and  exaggerations" 
in  the  Jan.  23  “60  Minutes  program  on  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  letter  from  the  firm  of  Moore, 
Berson,  Lifflander  &  Mewhinney  was 
signed  by  Earle  K.  Moore,  senior 
partner. 

Mr.  Moore  alleged  that  the  "errors  and 
exaggerations  have  raised  doubts  in  the 
minds  of  a  substantial  number  of  church 
members  as  to  the  veracity  of  their 
leaders  and  may  result  in  irreparable 
damage  to  these  institutions." 

He  called  on  CBS  President  Gene  F. 
Jankowski,  to  whom  the  letter  was 
addressed,  to  “acknowledge  these  errors 
publicly  and  schedule  a  reasonable 
response  in  accordance  with  Federal 
Communications  Commission  rules." 
There  was  no  indication  at  the  Reporter's 
press  time  whether  CBS  intended  to 
provide  response  time. 

Mr.  Moore’s  letter  said  it  was  written 
in  behalf  of  the  Rev.  Avery  D.  Post, 
president  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  , 
William  P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.;  the  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Teegarden. 
general  minister  and  president  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ); 


Bishop  John  H.  Burt  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  Diocese  of  Ohio,  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
an  executive  with  the  UM  Commission, 
confirmed  to  the  Reporter  that  the  letter 
had  been  sent  with  the  commission’s 
endorsement. 

The  four-page,  single-spaced  letter 
refers  to  “personal  attacks"  on  the 
signator  individuals  and  commission 
"and  other  church  groups  and  church 
officials”  in  the  program  segment 
entitled  "The  Gospel  According  to 
Whom?” 

Nicaraguan  “facts”  disputed 

The  letter  says  that  many  ‘ ‘facts’’  cited 
by  the  segment’s  reporter,  Morley  Safer, 
"are  either  misleading  or  inaccurate." 

"In  fact,"  the  letter  continues,  “the 
inaccuracies  are  so  numerous  as  to 
indicate  that  CBS  did  not  do  its  own 
research  but  relied  upon  a  group  called 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy, 
which  has  produced  a  number  of  articles, 
papers  and  broadcast  programs  on  the 
same  theme.” 

The  letter  provides  seven  examples  of 
what  it  calls  "misstatements.”  Two  deal 
directly  with  that  portion  of  the  program 
on  which  Mr.  Safer  interviewed  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong  as 
president  of  the  NCC. 

The  letter  said  Morley  Safer’s 
statement  that  a  literacy  campaign 


sponsored  by  the  government  of 
Nicaragua  received  $1.5  million  from  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  is  in  error. 
Also,  that  American  teachers  were  "not 
welcome"  in  the  program. 

The  "facts,”  according  to  Mr.  Moore, 
are  that  the  Nicaraguan  literacy 
campaign  was  furnished  substantial 
funding  by  the  U.S.  AID  program  and 
Americans  took  part  in  all  aspects  of  the 
program.  “Church  funding  was  provided 
to  CEPAD,  an  ecumenical  Christian 
organization  in  Nicaragua,  which 
administered  the  grants,”  he  said. 

The  New  York  letter  was  the  highest 
level,  direct  confrontation  between 
Church  officials  and  CBS  so  far.  But 
numerous  responses  continued  across 
the  church,  including  many  indications 
of  similar  letters  in  the  names  of  individ¬ 
uals  or  of  church  groups,  including  an¬ 
nual  conference  officials,  to  CBS.  "60 
Minutes”  in  its  Jan.  30  program,  one 
week  after  the  “gospel”  segment,  said  it 
had  received  more  mail  on  the  church 
story  than  on  any  other  one  in  recent 
times,  most  of  it  critical  of  the  program. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  executive 
committee  was  expected  to  discuss  what 
kind  of  response,  if  any,  the  bishops  as  a 
group  intended  to  make.  The  committee 


was  to  meet  via  telephone  conference 
call  Feb.  9,  and  President  of  the  Council, 
Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  said  he  felt  sure 
they  “would  do  something.” 

Bishops  looked  to 

The  bishops’  executive  committee  was 
assured  in  advance  of  support  from  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  executive 
committee,  which  met  a  week  earlier  in 
Dallas  (see  related  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

The  bishops  also  have  a  request  from 
133  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s  163 
district  superintendents  to  name  a  "blue 
ribbon"  panel  to  study  allegations 
against  both  the  WCC  and  the  NCC  made 
recently  by  both  CBS  and  the  “Reader’s 
Digest."  (see  Reporter,  Feb.  4). 

Support  for  the  superintendents’ 
request  was  also  voiced  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  “Good  News,"  the  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus  within  the 
denomination. 

Meeting  Jan.  27-28  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  the 
"Good  News”  board  also  said  regarding 
the  media  allegations,  “We  want  to  urge 
aroused  members  to  remain  in  our  great 
denomination  and  work  through  the 
official  structures  for  reform  and 
renewal." 


New  ‘Me  Car  thy  ism’  era  possible 

Criticisms  demand  response,  UM  leaders  say 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  recent  media 
attention  on  alleged  politicization  of  the 
mainline  Protestant  churches  is  the 
beginning  of  what  could  become  a  new 
“McCarthyism  era”  like  the  1950s  if  not 
strongly  challenged  now,  was  the  view  of 
some  30  United  Methodist  leaders  meet¬ 
ing  here  last  week. 

In  order  to  deal  with  the  charges  of  a 
leftist  political  tilt,  “we  must  challenge 
the  latent  and  active  anti-communism  in 
this  country,”  said  Carolyn  McIntyre  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  of  the  UMC’s 
Chicago  Area  commented  that  he 
believes  the  church’s  critics  have 
organized  in  the  way  mainline  Protestant 
churches  organized  during  the  '50s. 
Various  church  people  created  all  kinds 
of  coalitions  to  bring  about  desired 

‘Good  News’ 
proposes 
fund  rules 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  Adoption  of  five 
policies  which  could  prevent  church 
mission  funds  from  going  to  violent, 
oppressive  organizations  or  to  any 
government  were  recommended  here  for 
adoption  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  by  "Good  News."  the 
church’s  unofficial  evangelical  caucus. 
The  policies  called  for  are: 

•  No  grants  be  made  to  any  group 
which  advocates  the  overthrow  or  destab¬ 
ilization  of  any  government  by  violence ; 

•  No  government  will  receive  board 
funds  for  any  reason.  All  humanitarian 
projects  must  be  channelled  through  an 
organization  "recognized  to  be  an 
apolitical  relief  organization"  or  through 
a  church ; 

•  No  funds  be  given  to  a  group  not 
"identifiably  and  actively  committed”  to 
the  human  freedoms  listed  in  paragraph 
74. A  of  the  UMC’s  Social  Principles; 

•  A  list  of  the  full  names  and  addresses 
of  every  group  receiving  mission  funds 
be  provided; 

•  The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
“certify  annually”  that  the  mission 
board  has  “conformed  to  the  above 
criteria." 


changes  in  society,  including  less  para¬ 
noia  about  communism. 

But  those  coalitions  have  broken  down, 
the  bishop  said  during  the  meeting  here 
of  the  UMC’s  Joint  Panel  on 
International  Affairs,  and  others  who  are 
strongly  anti-communist  have  banded 
together  in  their  own  coalitions.  These 
new  coalitions  have  been  successful  in 
drawing  media  attention  and  are 
pressuring  for  change  in  the  status  quo. 

( Bishop  DeWitt  is  president  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. ) 

He  advised  that  to  combat  these  new 
coalitions,  the  church  must  form  its  own. 
He  suggested  the  Religion  and  Labor 
Conference  as  an  example  of  a  coalition 
that  could  be  supported.  "With  all  due 
respect,”  he  said,  he  doesn’t  think  groups 
solely  within  the  church  —  such  as  the 
UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops  —  can 
counteract  the  new  coalition’s  criticism 
of  the  churches. 

"I  think  we’re  in  for  the  long  haul,”  said 
Theressa  Hoover,  chief  executive  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  Global  Ministries. 


“It  may  take  three  or  four  years  to  pick  up 
from  this  even  if  it’s  limited  to  ‘60  Min¬ 
utes’  and  the  Reader’s  Digest." 

Arthur  Moore,  editor  of  Global 
Ministries’  magazine,  New  World  Out¬ 
look,  offered  the  opinion  that  the 
intensified  criticism  of  the  church  is 
related  to  a  "very  definite  political 
agenda  of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  to  capture  (United 
Methodism’s)  1984  General  Conference." 

Criticisms  of  the  church  by  leaders  of 
that  institute  have  been  prominently 
featured  in  articles  and  on  the  TV 
program  in  question. 

A  few  members  of  the  Joint  Panel  ex¬ 
pressed  some  optimism  that  future  stories 
in  the  nation’s  public  magazines,  news¬ 
papers  and  TV  programs  will  take  a  more 
positive  look  at  mainline  Protestant 
efforts. 

Several  persons  commented  that  last 
week’s  Newsweek  story  about  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  was  “a  ray  of  sunshine.” 

Newsweek’s  writers  described  the 
Reader’s  Digest  and  “60  Minutes” 


stories  as  "overwrought  attacks,  mixing 
innuendo,  misleading  statements  and 
selective  quotes.” 

Other  observations  from  the 
Newsweek  article  include: 

•  The  NCC  is  an  “administrative 
morass"  which  allows  no  person  or  body 
of  directors  to  establish  priorities ; 

•  The  NCC  has  failed  to  listen  to  com¬ 
plaints  of  its  supporters  about  the  "break¬ 
down  of  the  family,  the  dismantling  of 
neighborhoods,  the  quest  for  meaning 
among  the  young  —  in  short,  the 
concerns  to  which  conservative 
Christians  so  effectively  speak ; ' ' 

•  "The  NCC  has  failed  to  root  its  social 
concerns  in  the  soil  of  spiritual 
discipline,"  a  problem  its  new  president, 
UM  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of  the 
Indiana  Area,  is  trying  to  remedy. 

The  one-and-one-half-page  article 
ends:  “Even  its  most  rabid  political 
critics  may  be  doing  the  council  a  service 
by  challenging  it  to  embrace  a  more 
inclusive  —  but  no  less  demanding  — 
Christian  vision.” 


New! 


,5)  Cokesbury 


ORDER  ON  FORECAST  ORDER  FORM 
OR  FROM  THE 

COKESBURT  SERVICE  CENTER 
SERVING  TOUR  AREA: 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 

1636  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame.  CA  94010 

201  Eighth  Avenue.  South.  P.  O.  Bo*  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 


Youth  Teacher  and 
Counselor 

With  More  Articles,  More  Helps, 

&  16  More  Pages! 

With  a  new  edition  issued  each  quarter  (to  replace  Youth 
Leader),  Youth  Teacher  &.  Counselor  offers  16  more  pages 
than  Youth  Leader  had — more  articles  and  more  helps 
geared  especially  for  church  school  teachers  and  UMYF 
counselors.  Pastors,  directors  of  Christian  education,  youth 
division  superintendents,  and  youth  coordinators  probably 
will  find  it  helpful  also. 

The  Spring  1983  issue  features  two  dramas  for  Holy  Week, 
articles  for  helping  new  seventh  graders  fit  into  the  church’s 
youth  division,  and  articles  on  what  to  do  with  senior  highs 
following  graduation.  Regular  features  include  YTC  Recom¬ 
mends  (book  and  film  reviews),  and  Curriculum  Preview,  a 
look  at  what’s  coming  next  quarter.  Youth  Teacher  &  Coun¬ 
selor  is  an  unsurpassed  resource  for  all  serious  church 
school  teachers,  counselors,  and  other  church  youth  lead¬ 
ers!  Order  No.  3903.  $1.75 

Price  subject  to  change.  Transportation  extra  Add  sales  tax  where  applicable. 
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Interpreting  funding: 


Council  recommends  changes 
in  way  church  kept  informed 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  An  action  taken  here  Feb.  1 
may  lead  to  major  changes  in  the  way 
United  Methodists  are  kept  informed 
about  how  the  denomination’s  funds  are 
spent. 

The  action  came  with  a  two-pronged 
sense  of  urgency,  one  generated  from 
within  the  denomination,  one  from 
outside. 

Specifically,  the  executive  committee 
of  the  denomination’s  central  program 
coordinating  body  —  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM)  —  authorized  its 
president  to  name  a  special 
subcommittee  to  meet  with  officials  of 
two  other  general-church  agencies  —  the 
UMCs  General  Commission  on 
Communications  (UMCom)  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  (GCFA) 

The  sense  of  internal  urgency  was 
spelled  out  by  the  GCOM’s  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire. 
During  the  previous  week,  he  said  he 
completed  two  weeks  of  budget  hearings 
with  the  church’s  general  program 


agencies  “and  we  heard  from  them  over 
and  over  that  the  program  interpretation 
job  is  not  being  done.  ” 

The  communication  commission  is 
responsible  for  that  assignment 
primarily  through  its  Division  of  Pro¬ 
motion  and  Benevolence  Interpretation. 

“Deficiencies”  draw  high  concern 

Dr.  Dewire  told  members  of  his 
executive  committee  that  sentiment  is 
running  so  high  about  the  perceived 
deficiencies  in  interpretation  that 
“proposals  are  being  drawn  to 
restructure  UMCom.’’  He  expressed 
further  concern  that  this  might  be 
carried  to  the  floor  of  the  1984  General 
Conference,  “w'hich  we  think  is  not  the 
best  way.” 

In  an  attempt  to  prevent  that.  Dr. 
Dewire  said  his  staff  drafted  a  five-page 
proposed  “realignment”  of  the 
promotion  and  benevolence 
interpretation  functions  as  “our  attempt 
to  express  what  we  think  are  major 
structural  problems.” 

The  paper’s  “background”  section 


says,  "Many  conference  officials  and 
local  church  persons  have  commented  on 
the  lack  of  creative  materials  and 
approaches  to  the  promotion  of  the 
general  funds  ...  A  number  of  the 
(general)  agencies  feel  that  their 
programs  are  not  adequately  interpreted 

The  “background"  section  also  notes 
that  the  communications  commission 
has  been  "preoccupied”  with  the 
“National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  campaign"  and  that  there  has 
been  a  “perceived  diminished 
interaction"  by  UMCom  members  and 
senior  staff  regarding  interpretation  of 
other  programs  and  funds. 

A  “rationale"  section  of  the  paper 
proposes  that  United  Methodist 
Communications  as  an  agency  be  re¬ 
designed”  to  focus  primarily  on  the 
electronic  media.” 

Assuming  that  electronic  and  other 
media  relations  would  be  separated  from 
program  interpretation,  the  paper 
presents  five  options  for  the  realignment 
of  promotion  and  interpretation 
functions. 


One  would  leave  the  communications 
commission  in  its  present  form,  which 
the  staff  paper  suggests  is  “not  the  best 
solution.” 

A  second  option  would  establish  a 
separate  agency  for  promotion  and 
interpretation,  similar  to  that  of  The 
Methodist  Church  prior  to  union  with  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  in 
1968. 

A  third  model  would  assign 
interpretation  to  a  joint  committee 
drawn  from  the  GCFA  and  the  GCOM.  A 
fourth  option  would  be  an  expanded  joint 
committee  with  at-large  members 
“selected  to  represent  specific  skills  or 
other  interests  of  the  denomination." 

A  fifth  option  would  realign  the 
promotion  and  interpretation  functions 
among  the  two  general  councils  — 
assigning  the  finance  agency  the 
promotional  functions  and  the 
coordinating  agency  the  interpretation 
functions.  This  option  would  also  give  the 
program  agencies  “an  enhanced  role  in 
the  interpretation  of  those  programs 
assigned  to  them  by  the  church . 

The  entire  presentation  came  amid 


both  formal  and  informal  discussion  here 
about  how  the  church  can  best  respond  to 
recent  allegations  by  “Reader’s  Digest” 
and  “60  Minutes"  about  the  way  church 
funds  are  spent  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

Without  citing  those  instances,  the 
GCOM  staff  paper  said,  "It  is 
increasingly  evident  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  clearly  desire  to  know  the  nature  and 
purpose  of  the  activities  to  which  they 
ajre  asked  to  contribute." 

Action  criticized 

At  week’s  end  the  president  of  the 
interpretation  agency’s  parent  body  sent 
a  “Dear  Dr.  Dewire”  letter. 

In  that  letter,  UMCom  president 
Charles  Cappleman  said  his  agency  was 
“quite  surprised”  to  learn  of  the  GCOM 
executive  committee's  proposal  “and 
disappointed  that  there  had  been  no  prior 
consultation  about  such  a  drastic 
proposal  with  our  executive  staff.” 

Mr.  Cappleman  noted  that  Dr. 
Dewire’s  paper  “seems  to  bypass  the 
regular  channels  GCOM  itself  set  up.” 


The  UMCom  president,  himself  a  vice 
president  of  CBS  television,  concluded 
that  the  communications  agency  “is  not 
on  the  ropes  and  is  perfectly  capable  of 
resolving  any  problems  that  may  exist.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  restructure  the 
commission  in  order  to  solve  problems. 
Face-to-face  consultation  certainly 
would  suffice.” 

The  GCOM  committee  also: 

•  Expressed  a  willingness  to 
recommend  reconsideration  of  an 
October  vote  to  discontinue  "special 
programs”  for  denominational 
emphases  in  1985-88. 

•  Reinforced  its  direction  to  GCOM 
staff  members  to  “monitor  the 
conversations"  between  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
regarding  expenditure  of  certain  funds  in 
Mississippi  without  sufficient  prior 
consultation  with  conference  officials. 
GCOM  staff  said  they  had  asked  Global 
Ministries  by  letter  Dec.  12,  1982,  for 
latest  information  on  the 
“conversations”  and  said  “no  response 
has  come." 


the  church  today 


Houston  church  adds 
social  services 

HOUSTON  —  Bering  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  organized  a 
night  shelter  for  this  city’s  increasing 
numbers  of  “street  people”  (see 
Reporter,  Jan.  7)  has  hired  a 
professional  social  worker  on  a  12-week 
contract  as  Director  of  Social  Ministries. 

The  new  director,  Ms.  P.  J.  Croix,  told 
the  Reporter  her  job  is  to  see  what  a 
social  worker  can  do  in  organizing 
volunteer  services  at  the  church.  She 
said  one  of  her  first  efforts  will  be  to  start 
a  mini-employment  service  to  try  to  find 
jobs  for  some  of  the  shelter's  guests. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ronald  Pogue, 
told  the  Reporter  that  the  shelter  is 
running  near  its  100-person  capacity 
nightly.  He  also  said  that  Bering  Church, 
because  of  its  near-capacity,  has  helped 
other  churches  in  the  area  start  shelters. 

UMs  give  record 
$83  million  to  church 

EVANSTON,  ni.  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodists  gave  a  record  $83  million  in 
1982  to  support  the  worldwide  programs 
of  their  church. 

The  total  of  $83,002,289  was  an  increase 
of  5.98  percent  from  1981,  according  to  a 
report  released  here  Jan.  25  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  In  addition  to  the  $83 
million,  more  than  $1  billion  was  given 
for  local  and  regional  church  expenses 
and  programs. 


For  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years 
the  increase  in  giving  outstripped 
inflation  which  in  mid-January  was 
reported  by  the  United  States  Labor 
Department  to  be  3.9  percent 

National  Native  American 
Center  looking  for  home 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  National 
United  Methodist  Native  American 
Center  was  formally  organized  here  late 
last  month. 

Members  of  a  newly-installed  board  of 
directors  elected  officers,  chose  a  name 
and  site  for  the  center,  developed  a  1983 
budget  and  outlined  plans  for  securing  a 
director. 

Three  other  national  centers  estab¬ 
lished  earlier  within  the  church  are  an 
Asian  center  at  Claremont  (Calif.) 
School  of  Theology;  an  Hispanic  center 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex.;  and 
a  multi-ethnic  center  at  Drew  Univer¬ 
sity,  Madison,  N.J. 

Board  members  asked  the  executive 
committee  to  pursue  negotiations  with 
Oklahoma  City  University  regarding  the 
possibility  of  locating  the  center  there. 
The  only  United  Methodist  college  in  the 
state  which  has  a  high  concentration  of 
Native  Americans,  OCU  already  has  75 
Native  American  students  and  Native 
American  faculty  members  and  is 
located  near  Native  American 
congregations. 


Bread  for  World  has  lofty  goals 

F ood  policy  concern  of  lobby 

Movement  aims 
to  help  world’s 


How  many  are  hungry? 

How  many  hungry  people  are  there  in  the  world  —  really? 
The  answer  depends  on  how  you  define  “hungry."  Here  are 
the  most  frequently  heard  estimates,  with  explanations  of 
why  they  vary  so  greatly. 

The  United  Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
estimates  450  million  people  suffer  from  severe  malnutrition. 
That  means  the  body’s  energy  consumption  in  calories  is  only 
slightly  above  the  amount  required  to  sustain  a  human  body 
at  rest.  FAO  uses  this  very  conservative  estimate,  the  lowest 
among  responsible  food  agencies,  because  it  is  least  subject 
to  dispute. 

The  World  Bank  and  the  U.S.  government  estimate  more 
than  800  million  people  are  too  poor  to  meet  their  most  basic 
needs  for  food,  shelter  and  clothing,  meaning  those  people 
have  to  choose  among  the  necessities. 

Many  voluntary  and  relief  agencies  say  1  billion  people  — 
or  one-fourth  of  the  world’s  population  —  live  in  desperate 
need.  This,  too,  is  accurate,  probably  even  conservative, 
taking  into  account  refugee  emergencies,  varying  hunger 
conditions  in  developing  countries,  chronic  hunger  patterns 
among  specific  groups,  etc. 

This  information  was  drawn  from  Bread  for  the  World 


A  hot  bowl  of  soup  is  savored  at  the  Soup  Kitchen 
sponsored  at  Reading,  Pa.,  by  Central  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  center  is  staffed  by  volunteers  from 
other  community  churches,  making  it  an  effective 
ecumenical  effort,  eastern  Pennsylvania  reporter  photo 


Letthe 
Bible  be  your  guide. 

A  trip  to  Israel  is  like  leafing  **  I 

through  the  pages  of  a  living  Bible.  With  illustrations  ; 
you  can’t  see  anywhere  else  on  eanh. 

See  your  favorite  passages  come  to  life. 

Visit  the  domed  church  on  the  shore  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilee,  traditional  site  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  "Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs 
is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven."  (Matthew  5:3) 

Travel  through  Judea  to  Jericho,  the  River 
Jordan  and  Bethlehem,  birthplace  of  David. 

You  can  still  visit  the  grotto  where  Mary 
placed  the  infant  Jesus  because,  “there  was 
no  room  for  them  at  the  inn." 

From  there,  a  seven-minute  drive  (an 
hour  by  donkey)  will  bring  you  to  the  gates 
of  Jerusalem,  City  of  Peace,  “Go  through 
Zion,  walk  around  her,  counting  her  towers, 
admiring  her  walls,  reviewing  her 
palaces..."  (Psalms  48:12) 

Page  by  page,  town  by  town,  you’ll 
relive  biblical  epics.  And  you'll  follow 
the  words  of  Jesus  and  His  disciples, 

"through  the  cities  and  the  villages, 
teaching  and  journeying. . .” 

(Luke  13:22) 

Come  to  Israel.  You  won’t  need 
to  buy  a  guidebook  because 
you've  already  got  the  best  one 
ever  written. 


Mtgfthg- 

Beatitudes 

CapetT^un\ 


ISRAEL 


Contact  your  travel  agent  or  The  Israel  Government  Tourist  Office 
350  Fifth  Avenue.  New  York.  N  Y  101 18 
(Offices  in  Houston.  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and  Toronto.) 


Food  resolution  supported 

Cutback  halt  called 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Responding 
to  an  appeal  by  the  Christian  hunger 
lobby  Bread  for  the  World,  a  bipartisan 
group  of  90  House  members  has 
introduced  a  resolution  demanding  a  halt 
to  further  cuts  in  federal  nutrition 
programs  and  provision  for  increases  in 
the  event  of  greater  need. 

The  non-binding  resolution  was  meant 
to  signal  the  White  House  that,  with 
hunger  and  malnutrition  apparently  on 
the  rise,  proposals  to  slice  more  out  of 
domestic  food  programs  would  meet  stiff 
resistance  in  Congress.  Backers  of  the 
resolution  predicted  easy  passage  in  the 
House  despite  concern  in  Congress  about 
reducing  large  budget  deficits.  Sponsors 
included  chairmen  of  the  key  committees 
dealing  with  food  programs  — 
Agriculture  and  Education  and  Labor  — 
and  the  sub-committees  on  nutrition  and 
elementary  education,  as  well  as  House 
Majority  Leader  Jim  Wright  (D-Texas). 

A  similar  resolution  against  further 
cuts  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  two 
Republicans,  Rudy  Boschwitz  of 
Minnesota  and  John  Danforth  of 
Missouri,  who  is  also  an  Episcopal  priest 
and  board  member  of  the  42,000-member 
Bread  for  the  World.  In  the  Senate, 
Chairman  Robert  Dole  (R-Kan.)  has  also 
said  that  his  Senate  Finance  Committee 
will  not  agree  to  any  more  cuts  in  food 
programs. 

The  Reagan  Administration  is 
expected  to  seek  up  to  $1.5  billion  in  child 
nutrition  and  food  stamp  cuts,  on  top  of 
the  $12  billion  in  cuts  enacted  in  the  last 
Congress  for  fiscal  years  1982-85. 

“I  wish  that  introduction  of  this 
resolution  were  not  necessary,"  said 
House  Nutrition  Subcommittee  Chairman 
Leon  E.  Panetta  (D-Calif.),  flanked  by 
four  other  representatives  at  a  news 
conference.  But,  he  added,  "there  is  so 
much  evidence  of  increased  utilization  of 
soup  kitchens,  food  pantries,  and  other 
emergency  feeding  programs  throughout 
the  country  that  further  nutrition 
program  cutbacks  should  be 
unthinkable.’ 

Hearings  on  domestic  hunger 

Mr.  Panetta  also  announced  his  sub¬ 
committee  will  hold  hearings  in 
communities  across  the  country  on  “the 
status  of  hunger  in  America 
Rep.  George  Miller  (D-Calif.)  added  at 
the  news  conference  that  “no  longer" 
can  the  burden  of  feeding  increasing 
numbers  of  poor  “be  left  to  the  churches 
and  other  groups,” 

The  campaign  marked  a  shift  in  focus 
for  Bread  for  the  World,  a  lobby  that  in 
the  past  has  chiefly  concerned  itself  with 
hunger  problems  abroad.  Now,  with 
increasing  evidence  that  there  is  a 


serious  domestic  hunger  problem  as 
well,  the  group’s  annual  "Offering  of 
Letters”  by  local  churches  to  Congress 
and  the  news  media  will  also  ask  support 
for  anti-hunger  legislation  to  help  the 
hungry  in  America.  Some  1,000  churches 
have  organized  “offerings”  in  this  year’s 
“Preventing  Hunger  at  Home" 
campaign. 

While  past  campaigns  have  generated 
a  quarter-million  letters,  the  organizers 
hope  this  year’s  effort  will  generate  a 
much  larger  yield.  “The  overseas  issues 
are  harder  to  understand,"  said  Ann  N. 
Beardslee,  vice  president  of  Bread  for 
the  World  and  co-director  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Hunger  Program.  “They’ve 
been  asking  us,  ‘How  about  needs  at 
home?’  So,  I  think  our  choice  for  this 
year  is  appropriate.” 

Hunger  said  increasing 

Behind  the  House  resolution  as  well  is  a 
growing  clamor  by  nutrition  experts  who 
are  telling  Congress  and  the  public  that 
after  a  decade  of  significant  progress  in 
the  war  against  hunger  and  malnutrition, 
the  number  of  hungry  Americans  is  on 
the  rise.  Appearing  on  CBS’s  "Face  the 
Nation”  on  Dec.  26,  Dr.  Jean  Mayer,  a 
nutrition  leader  who  is  now  president  of 
Tufts  University,  said,  “At  present,  with 
the  steady  hacking  away  at  the  food 
programs,  we  are  seeing  hunger 
reappear  in  the  United  States  and  I  am 
very  worried  that  some  of  the  conquests 
of  the  70’s  are  going  to  be  lost." 

Dr.  Mayer  said  the  cuts  are  “clearly  a 
case  of  being  penny-wise  and  pound- 
foolish."  He  cited  a  study  by  the  Harvard 
School  of  Public  Health  that  each  dollar 
spent  on  the  Women,  Infants  and 
Children  (WIC)  program  saves  three 
dollars  in  post-natal  health-care  costs, 
which  are  usually  passed  on  to  the 
taxpayer  in  the  cases  of  poor  children. 

Similarly,  in  a  new  survey  of  34  states, 
the  Food  Research  and  Action  Center 
here  reports  that  infant  mortality  is 
rising  in  seven  of  those  states  and  in  34 
local  areas  "after  a  decade  of  progress.” 
The  infant  mortality  rate,  defined  as 
infant  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life 
per  1,000  births,  is  usually  associated  with 
low  birth  weight,  brought  upon  by  poor 
nutrition.  The  United  States,  with  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  11.7  percent, 
ranks  12th  on  a  world  scale. 

Federal  nutrition  programs  covered  in 
the  House  and  Senate  resolutions  include 
the  school  lunch,  school  breakfast,  food 
stamps,  summer  feeding,  and  Women, 
Infants,  and  Children  (WIC)  programs. 

In  the  last  Congress,  programs  serving 
children  were  cut  by  30  percent,  while  the 
food-stamp  program  suffered  a  20 
percent  reduction  in  funds. 


hungry  be  fed 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  Bread  for  the  World 
doesn’t  put  food  directly  into  the  mouths 
of  any  of  the  world’s  hungry  people,  but 
this  organization  works  to  insure  that  the 
hungry  will  be  fed. 

This  apparent  contradiction  is  easily 
unraveled  Bread  for  the  World  is  a 
Christian  movement  which  seeks  action 
on  legislative  measures  in  Congress 
which  directly  affect  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  food,  both  domestically 
and  abroad,  a  spokesperson  said. 

“Influencing  public  policy  related  to 
hunger  is  a  faith  response  just  as 
providing  direct  food  relief  is  a  Christian 
response,”  Linda  Netherton,  a  Bread  for 
the  World  organizer,  told  the  Reporter. 
"Our  aim  is  to  improve  the  lives  of  the 
poor  and  the  hungry  through  legislative 
changes  that  address  the  b^sic  causes  of 
hunger.” 

This  approach  was  conceived  10  years 
ago,  she  said,  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Simon, 
a  Lutheran  pastor  in  New  York  City.  He 
had  observed  that  while  church  people 
and  denominations  always  respond 
directly  to  hunger  crises  around  the 
world,  they  were  not  doing  anything  to 
affect  food  policy  or  the  root  causes  of 
hunger. 

“While  churches  and  private  charities 
during  1983  will  give  $200  million  in  direct 
relief,”  Ms.  Netherton  said,  comparing 
the  two  kinds  of  response,  Congress  will 
act  on  measures  worth  billions  of  dollars 
that  directly  affect  whether  hungry 
people  will  have  food  or  not. 

Bread  for  the  World  has  grown  to  43,000 
members,  many  of  whom  are  United 
Methodists.  Two  UM  leaders  are  on  its 
board  of  directors:  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
of  the  New  Jersey  Area  and  Dr.  Dean 
Freudenberger  of  the  School  of  Theology 
at  Claremont,  Calif.  Arthur  Simon  is  the 
executive  director. 

Members  are  organized  by  congres¬ 
sional  district  and  each  receives  a  regu¬ 
lar  newsletter  called  “Bread  for  the 
World”  which  keeps  them  posted  on  cur¬ 
rent  food  issues  with  “appropriate  re¬ 
sponses"  suggested,  Ms.  Netherton  said. 

She  said  die  organization  believes  its 
action  network  was  largely  responsible 
during  the  last  Congress  for  passage  of  a 
provision  that  requires  the  Agency  for 
International  Development  (AID)  to 
target  40  percent  of  its  1983  development 
budget  to  projects  that  benefit  people 
living  in  “absolute  poverty." 

Ms.  Netherton  said  Bread  for  the 
World  does  not  necessarily  approve  of  all 
food  and  hunger-related  programs  the 
government  has  in  place  but  is 
committed  to  working  for  their  reform 
rather  than  abolishment.  There  are 
people  depending  on  those  programs,  she 
said,  and  simple  elimination  may  leave  a 
gaping  hole. 

The  organization  has  its  offices  in 
Washington  in  the  basement  of  a  print 
shop,  she  said,  at  6411  Chillum  Place 
N.W.,  20012,  (202)  722-4100. 


Come  With  Us 
EGYPT 
HOLY  LAND 
June  19-July  4 
Nile  Cruise 


Tour  hosts:  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Lawrence  Hinshaw 
1875  N.  Central  Ave. 

Phoenix,  AZ  85004 
(602)  258-8048 

Dr.  Hinshaw  is  a  world  traveler 
and  Bible  Scholar 
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Blackwater  UMC  Parsonage  Dedicated 

A  beautiful  4,000  square  feet  parsonage  for  Blackwater  United  Methodist 
Church  was  dedicated  on  January  23,  1983  by  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District  Superintendent.  The  home  at  12107  Willowmore  and 
the  lot  were  purchased  by  the  Blackwater  congregation  and  paid  in  cash.  The 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  Henry  Bowdon  and  their  daughter  occupy  the  home. 

Pictured  above  on  the  left  is  the  parsonage  and  on  the  right  (1  to  r)  are  Dr. 
Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Superintendent;  the 
Reverend  J.  H.  Bowdon,  pastor;  Ken  Montgomery,  contractor;  Larry  Cole, 
Chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee;  the  Reverend  Mark  Martin,  associate 
pastor,  and  the  Reverend  Teddy  Smith,  associate  pastor.  Not  available  for  the 
picture  was  Mrs.  Leon  Kinchen,  Chairperson  of  the  Parsonage  Committee. 

Campus  Ministry  Open  House 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend 
the  Open  House  at  the  Campus  Ministries 
in  Louisiana 
Sunday,  March  6, 1983 
2:00p.m.  to 4:00  p.m. 

The  ten  full-time  campus  ministries  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  want  you  to 
know  about  their  ministry  of  fellowship,  service,  outreach  and  worship  to 
students,  faculty,  and  the  community  in  which  they  are  located.  There  are  units 
at  Louisiana  Tech;  Louisiana  State  University;  McNeese;  Northeast; 
Northwestern;  Southeastern;  Southern;  Southwestern,  Tulane-Newcomb  and 
UNO;  and  Southern  and  Delgado. 

Each  unit  will  be  looking  for  representatives  of  local  churches  and  any 
interested  persons  to  come  by  and  visit.  (Louisiana  Tech  ,  will  not  be 
participating  at  this  time  due  to  renovation  and  addition  work  being  done  to 
their  building.) 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  proud  of  their  ministry  on  campus  and  want  you 
to  know  of  the  exciting  activities  which  the  church  provides. 


Bishop  Consecrates  Grace  UMC,  Ruston  j! 


On  Sunday,  January  23,  1983  at  the 
morning  worship,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  officially  consecrated  the 
new  facilities  of  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  located  in  Ruston, 
Louisiana.  The  Reverend  Robert  L. 
Peyton,  Ruston  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  assisted  in  the  services  with  the 
pastor,  the  Reverend  James  H. 
Humphreys. 

Grace  Church,  which  was  located 
near  the  Louisiana  Tech  campus  at 
West  California  and  Tech  Drive  for 
over  30  years,  relocated  after  selling 
its  facilities  to  Louisiana  Tech  in  1981. 
The  new  facilities  were  completed  in 
December  1982,  and  the  church  had  its 
first  services  January  9  of  this  year. 
The  new  church  is  located  about  two 
miles  north  of  1-20  on  a  wooded  14-acre 
acre  site.  The  facilities  include 
classrooms,  offices,  recreation  room, 
kitchen  and  a  large  combination 
sanctuary -fellowship  hall.  These 


k 


Pictured  left  to  right:  L.  D. 
McGehee,  Building  Committee 
Chairman,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Mrs.  Virginia  Shamblin, 
Mrs.  Deborah  Lynch  and  Emily 
Sisemore. 

facilities  represent  the  first  phase  of 
building  for  the  church.  The  second 
phase  will  be  a  sanctuary. 


Bible  Class  at  USL 


The  Reverend  Don  Ross,  the  campus  minister  and  director  of  the  Wesley  : 
United  Campus  Ministry  at  the  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana, 
Lafayette,  also  teaches  the  Old  and  New  Testament  courses  in  the  Philosophy 
Department.  While  this  is  the  fourth  year  for  the  Reverend  Ross  to  teach  these 
academic  courses,  a  special  treat  was  experienced  by  this  semester’s  class. 

Dr.  Robert  Pinney,  a  local  geologist  and  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  gave  his  special  assistance  in  introducing  the  Gospel  of 
Mark.  In  Dr.  Pinney’s  presentation  of  Mark,  he  demonstrated  the  chief  source  : 
of  Biblical  material,  oral  tradition.  Dr.  Pinney  recited  from  memory  the  entire  : 
Gospel  of  Mark  to  an  inspired  class  of  25.  He  has  done  this  on  several  occasions 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  where  he  teaches  the  Upper  Room  Adult 
Sunday  Class. 


Final  Call  for  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscriptions 


The  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  needs  to  receive  stories  and 
articles  about  your  local  churches,  com¬ 
mittees,  organizations  and  events. 

The  Conference  paper  has  a  two-fold 
mission:  1)  to  publish  the  “good  news”  of 
Methodism  within  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  and  2)  to  promote  the 
program  of  Methodism  to  die  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Based  on  the  belief  that  the  church  has 
a  story  to  tell,  our  Conference  newspaper 
is  published  to  report  the  mission  and 
work  of  the  people  called  Methodist  in 
Louisiana.  The  work  of  the  church  is 
important  whether  being  done  in 
conference,  district  or  local  level.  The 
job  of  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  is  to  report  the  story  of  the  work 
wherever  that  work  is  being  done. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  mission. 


the  editor  needs  to  “know  the  story” 
about  your  “work  of  the  church.” 
Knowing  “about”  the  story  is  not  enough. 
You  are  the  reporter  on  the  scene. 
Sharing  your  story  gives  other 
Methodists  insight  into  their  own  tasks 
and  inspires  us  all  to  do  a  better  job. 

It  is  obvious  that  not  all  articles 
announcing  local  events  can  find  room  on 
our  one  page;  however,  everything 
submitted  to  the  paper  is  given  careful 
consideration  for  publication. 

Remember  the  deadline:  14  days 
before  publication  date.  Publication  date 
is  always  on  a  Friday.  That  makes  our 
deadline  on  a  Monday  the  week  before 
the  issue  is  published. 

Please  submit  material  to : 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 
P.O.Box  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 


Pastoral  Letters 


By  The  REVEREND 
TIMOTHY  E.  LAWSON 
Istrouma  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

“I  Don’t  Know  How” 

So  often  we  are  intimidated  in  our 
living  and  our  ministry  by  an  inadequate 
appreciation  of  our  God-given  abilities 
and  God’s  persistent  presence  and 
guidance.  Consider  the  call  of  Jeremiah: 

The  word  of  Yahweh  was  addressed  to 
me,  saying,  ‘“Before  I  formed  you  in  the 
Womb  I  knew  you;  before  you  came  to 
birth  I  consecrated  you;  I  have  appointed 
you  as  prophet  to  the  nations. 

“I  said,  “Ah,  Lord  Yahweh;  look,  I  do 
not  know  how  to  speak :  I  am  a  child! 

“But  Yahweh  replied,  ‘Do  not  say,  “I 
am  a  child.”  Go  now  to  those  to  whom  I 
send  you  and  say  whatever  I  command 
you.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  them,  for  I  am 


with  you  to  protect  you  —  it  is  Yahweh 
who  speaks! ; 

Then  Yahweh  put  out  his  hand  and 
touched  my  mouth  and  said  to  me: 
‘There!  I  am  putting  my  words  into  your 
mouth.  Look,  today  I  am  setting  you  over 
nations  and  over  kingdoms,  to  tear  up 
and  to  knock  down,  to  destroy  and  to 
overthrow,  to  build  and  to  plant.”  — 
Jeremiah  1:4-10. 

Each  of  us  is  called  according  to  God’s 
purpose,  whether  as  “prophet  to  the 
nations”  or  simply  as  a  friend  to  the 
downtrodden.  No  excuses  withstand  the 
scrutiny  of  God’s  call.  “Do  not  be 
afraid,”  nothing  is  beyond  our  knowledge 
or  ability  when  God  directs  and  inspires 
us  to  act.  The  old  favorite  excuses,  “I 
don’t  know  how,”  “I’m  too  young,”  and 
“I’m  too  old,”  are  no  longer  acceptable 
in  God’s  sight.  As  God  told  Jeremiah,  “So 
now  brace  yourself  for  action.” 


Local  UMs  to  Lead  Course  at  Proclamation 


Two  Louisiana  United  Methodists  will 
provide  leadership  at  “Proclamation  ,” 
an  intensive  preaching  clinic  being  held 
in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  July  11-14, 1983. 

They  are  J.  David  Stone,  Executive 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries 
Consultation  Service  in  Shreveport,  and 
Barbara  P.  Garcia,  former  Director  of 
Christian  Education  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe.  They  will 
lead  two  of  almost  50  courses  of  study 
being  offered  at  “Proclamation.” 

Stone  will  lead  “Proclaiming  the  Word 
with  Youth,”  an  examination, 
experientially,  of  the  meaning  and 
models  of  “proclaiming  the  word”  with 
youth.  “Get  ready  to  receive  new  ideas 
and  be  enriched  yourself!”  promises 
Stone. 

Garcia  will  help  participants  explore 
ways  children  can  be  integrated  into  the 
corporate  worship  experience,  both  as 
participants  and  leaders,  in  “Children 
and  Worship.”  The  course  will  focus  on 
ways  the  congregation  and  parents  can 
be  better  prepared  for  children’s 
participation  in  worship,  plus  aid  for 
preparing  the  children  themselves. 

Sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Educational 
Services  in  cooperation  with  Vanderbilt 
Divinity  School  and  endorsed  by  the 


Board  of  Discipleship,  Section  on 
Worship,  “Proclamation”  will  take  place 
on  the  Vanderbilt  University  campus  and 
at  West  End  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  intensive  preaching  clinic  will 
offer  numerous  courses  of  study 
including:  Sermon  Preparation, 

Children  and  the  Word,  Preaching  in  the 
Black  Experience,  Women  in  the  Pulpit, 
Preaching  and  Worship  in  the  Small 
Church,  Preaching  on  the  Sacraments, 
Worship  and  the  Liturgical  Seasons,  and 
Preaching  and  the  New  Homiletic. 

There  will  be  daily  Bible  study, 
evening  worship  with  nationally  known 
preachers,  and  sermon  practicums  to 
give  participants  direct  feedback  to  their 
sermons.  Two  Continuing  Education 
Units  are  being  offered  to  full 
participants. 

Tuition  for  the  four-day  event  is  $150 
before  June  15;  $170  after  that  date. 
Tuition  includes  a  non-refundable  $25 
registration  fee.  Deadline  for 
registration  is  June  24. 

For  more  information  and  to  register 
for  “Proclamation,”  contact  Cokesbury 
Service  Center,  201  Eighth  Avenue, 
South,  P.  O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202 
or  telephone  (615  )  749-6113. 


Event  Scheduled  for  Retirees  in  April 


Left  to  right:  Mrs.  Janies  Poole,  the  Reverend  James  Poole,  James  Kevin 
:•  Cottrell,  all  of  Minden,  and  James  Gaudy  of  Ruston.  j: 

Work  Mission  Completed 

j:  Pictured  above  are  members  of  a  group  which  participated  in  the  Ruston  •: 

;•  District  Work  Mission  to  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica,  W.I.,  from  December  26  to  :• 
•:  January  7.  Other  participants  were  the  Reverend  Jack  O’Dell  of  Lake  Charles,  j: 
:jj  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Larry  O’Dell  of  Bunkie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ron  Easterling  of  j: 
*  Homer,  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Terral  Lowe  of  Homer,  and  the  Reverend  Kurt  :• 
:|i  Oheim  of  Bienville.  •: 

The  team  worked  at  installing  doors  and  windows  at  the  St.John’s  Church,  •: 
Montego  Bay,  whose  pastor  is  Derek  N.  Stanworth.  They  reported  a  ten-day  :• 
•j;  experience  of  hard  work  and  many  enriching  experiences.  •: 


DOGWOOD  TIME  AT  MT. 
SEQUOYAH,  an  event  especially 
planned  for  retirees,  is  scheduled  for 
April  18-21,  1983,  at  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  Dr.  Ben 
Feemster,  senior  pastor,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Plano,  Texas,  will  be 
the  preacher,  with  Mr.  Ray  L.  Starnes, 
directing  the  music.  The  Reverend 
Willson  Canafax,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Commerce,  Texas 
will  be  the  director.  Dr.  Feemster  will  be 
preaching  each  day,  beginning  at  7:30 
pm.,  Monday,  April  18  and  closing  with  a 
devotional  at  breakfast  on  Thursday, 
April  21.  Plans  have  been  made  for 
fellowship,  games,  and  sight-seeing.  The 
hills  are  covered  with  beautiful  dogwood, 
white  and  pink,  and  should  be  in  full 
bloom! 

Dogwood  Time  has  become  a  very 
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High  School 
Weekend  Scheduled 
at  Centenary 

Registration  is  now  open  for  Centenary 
College’s  High  School  Weekend 
February  26-27. 

Now  in  its  15th  year,  this  is  a  time  for 
high  school  juniors  and  seniors  from  all 
over  Louisiana  and  from  neighboring 
states  to  come  to  campus  and  discover 
the  ambiance  of  college  life  —  the  dorms, 
academics,  financial  aid,  and  social  and 
religious  life.  Students  will  have  a  special 
look  at  college  basketball  at  Centenary’s 
Homecoming  Game  against  Samford. 

Saturday’s  agenda  includes 
registration  beginning  at  9:00  a. m.  in  the 
Student  Union  Building  (SUB),  where 
students  may  also  talk  with  members  of 
the  faculty  and  apply  for  financial  aid 
and  scholarships.  Auditions  for  the 
School  of  Music,  interviews  for  the 
School  of  Church  Careers,  and  campus 
tours  will  be  given  from  10:00-11:30  a.m. 
After  lunch,  high  schoolers  will  have 
time  to  explore  extracurricular  activities 
offered  at  Centenary  and  hear  a 
performance  of  the  internationally 
known  Centenary  College  Choir.  A  3:00 
p.m.  pep  rally  will  be  followed  by  the 
Hundred  Dollar  Hunt  where  a  high  school 
student  is  paired  with  a  college  student 
and  given  clues  to  hunt  the  treasure 
hidden  somewhere  on  the  65-acre 
campus. 

The  7:45  p.m.  basketball  game  with 
Samford  University  will  feature  the 
crowning  of  the  Homecoming  Court  and 
will  be  followed  by  a  dance  in  the  SUB. 

Sunday’s  activities  include  a  leisurely 
breakfast,  worship  service  in  Brown 
Chapel,  and  farewell  luncheon. 

Cost  for  the  entire  weekend  is  $5,  which 
includes  lodging,  all  meals,  and  tickets  to 
the  Homecoming  Game  and  Dance. 

Students  are  urged  to  register  early  as 
reservations  are  limited.  For 
information  on  group  reservations, 
contact  Charlie  Atkins,  in  the  Office  of 
Admissions,  Centenary  College,  318-869- 
5131. 


UMW  Sunday 
February  27, 1983 

February  27,  1983  has  been  set  to 
observe  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Sunday  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  “CALLED  TO  GROW”  is 
the  theme  for  this  year’s  celebration  —  to 
grow  in  height  by  increasing  their  mem¬ 
bership;  to  grow  in  depth  by  putting 
down  roots  and  being  a  nurturing  com¬ 
munity;  to  grow  in  depth  by  becoming 
deeply  rooted  in  Christ  and  steadfast  in 
Faith. 

Members  of  local  United  Methodist 
Women’s  units  will  be  visible  in  the 
worship  services  and  participate  in 
various  ways  in  the  churches.  This 
celebration,  which  originated  in  this 
conference,  has  been  very  effective  and 
several  other  conferences  have  adopted 
the  idea. 

All  women  are  invited  to  become 
members  of  this  organization  and  be  a 
part  of  “a  creative,  supportive  fellowship 
—  through  participation  in  the  global 
ministries  of  the  church.” 

Suggestions  for  this  observance  have 
been  sent  to  all  pastors  and  presidents  of 
local  units  of  United  Methodist  Women. 


In  Memoriam 

The  Reverend  William  Taft  Bowie, 
Sr.  died  Sunday,  January  16,  1983  in 
Alexandria.  He  was  a  retired  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


A  Special  Note  of  Thanks  Que  Great  Hour 


“The  Handy  family  joins  me  in  roi 
expressing  our  most  sincere  gratitude  OJ  OfldriTlQ 
for  the  compassion  shown  by  the 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  upon  the  passing  of  the 
Reverend  W.  T.  Handy,  Sr.  Your 
prayers,  florals,  telegrams,  condolences 
and  other  expressions  of  love  did  much  to 
bring  comfort  during  our  period  of 
sorrow. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  outpouring  of 
Christian  love  in  our  time  of  need.” 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 


popular  event  for  retirees,  bringing 
groups  from  local  churches  in  mini¬ 
buses,  chartered  buses,  and  by  car. 
Housing  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  is  comfortable 
and  the  meals  delicious.  Local  church 
organizations  of  retirees  will  want  to 
consider  this  as  a  special  trip  of  fun  for 
1983.  Total  cost  at  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
including  room,  meals,  insurance,  and 
leadership  fee,  will  range  from  $63.75  to 
$70. 75/per  person,  according  to  the  type 
of  room  accomodations  desired.  Total 
registration  and  lodging  fee  should  be 
sent  directly  to  Mt.  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701.  Interested 
persons  should  contact  their  pastor  or 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Office. 
Additional  information  can  be  secured 
from  the  Jurisdictional  Office:  8035  East 
R.  L.  Thornton  Freeway,  #408,  Dallas, 
TX  75228;  telephone  (214  )  321-7077. 


Special  Information 
Packet  Available 

Clergy,  laity  and  church  groups 
needing  more  information  regarding 
CBS-TV’s  “60  Minutes”  and  the 
Reader’s  Digest  article  will  find  it 
available  for  the  asking. 

Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  urges  those  wishing 
such  information  to  write  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  for  the  “uni¬ 
fied  packet.”  The  address  is:  room 
1300,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York, 
NY  10115,  or  call  Frances  S.  Smith  at 
212/663-8900. 


An  Indian  community  of  Ecuador 
applies  newly  learned  farming  skills  to 
grow  more  food.  In  Africa,  Somali 
refugees  train  to  become  health  workers 
and  midwives,  and  in  turn  they  share 
their  knowledge  with  others.  Villagers  in 
Thailand  dig  a  well  that  yields  fresh, 
clean  water. 

These  examples  portray  only  a  small 
part  of  what  is  happening  in  more  than  70 
countries  where  people  struggle  daily 
against  hunger,  sickness  and  inadequate 
housing.  With  funds  from  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offering,  United 
Methodists  and  other  Christians  provide 
needed  materials,  technical  experts, 
teachers  and  medical  personnel.  The 
people  who  receive  such  aid  help  plan 
and  work  hard  to  build  a  better  future  for 
their  families  and  communities.  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  gifts  also  assist 
victims  of  disaster  in  the  United  States 
and  around  the  world. 

Jesus  asks  us  to  share  gladly  with 
those  who  suffer  poverty  and  injustice. 
“If  you  would  be  perfect,”  he  told  the 
rich  young  ruler,  “go  sell  what  you 
possess  and  give  to  the  poor  .  .  .  and 
come,  follow  me.” 

Your  offering  on  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  Sunday,  March  13,  1983  is  one 
way  to  respond  to  Christ’s  call. 
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Are  you  an  effective  ‘missionary’? 


One  would  be  hard  pressed  to  find  a 
more  classic  example  of  a  Christian 
missionary  than  layman  Bruce  Olson, 
the  subject  of  a  feature  story  in  the 
Reporter  last  month.  Forsaking  family 
and  country,  he  has  chosen,  at  great 
personal  sacrifice,  to  minister  for  the 
past  22  years  to  the  Motilone  Indians  in 
the  remote  jungles  of  Colombia,  South 
America.  As  a  result  of  spending  most  of 
his  life  as  “one  of  them,”  Mr.  Olson  has 
enabled  the  primitive  Motilones  to 
become  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  while 
also  introducing  them  to  the  modern 
agricultural  and  hygenic  practices 
needed  to  insure  the  tribe’s  survival. 

So  immersed  in  the  Indian  culture  has 
Mr.  Olson  been,  in  fact,  that  he  had  never 
tasted  a  McDonald’s  hamburger  or 
milkshake  until  his  recent  visit  to  the 
United  States  to  address  the  United 
Methodist-related  Council  on  Evangelism 
at  its  annual  meeting  in  San  Antonio. 

Although  Mr.  Olson’s  ministry  is  in  no 
sense  “ordinary,”  we  believe  that  all  of 
us  who  seek  to  follow  Christ  can  learn 
and  profit  from  his  example.  We 
particularly  affirm  what  he  says  about 
the  way  in  which  Christians  should 
reach  out  to  persons  who  have  not  yet 
accepted  the  Lordship  of  Christ  : 

“You  cannot  minister  to  people  from 
behind  a  desk,  and  you  do  not  show  the 


love  of  God  by  disrupting  a  culture.  Jesus 
Christ  taught  us  to  love  and  respect  and 
to  make  people  see  God  incarnate  in  us 
all.  That  is  what  I  have  tried  to  do  and  the 
Motilones  have  responded." 

Mr.  Olson’s  approach  is  as  relevant  to 
persons  who  remain  in  the  cities,  towns 
and  countrysides  of  the  United  States  as 
to  those  who  feel  called  to  become 
missionaries  to  a  remote  tribal  people.  It 
involves  meeting  people  and  caring  for 
them  where  they  are.  It  involves  sharing 
our  faith  and  inviting  others  to  become 
followers  of  Christ  without  trying  to 
remake  every  aspect  of  their  life  and 
culture  into  a  mirror  image  of  our  own.  It 
means  demonstrating  the  nature  and 
validity  of  God’s  love  in  the  way  we  live 
as  well  as  in  what  we  say. 

Measured  by  this  standard  —  which 
bears  remarkable  resemblance  to  the 
way  Jesus  preached  God’s  good  news  — 
how  effectively  do  you  reflect  the  love 
and  the  message  of  Christ  among  those 
with  whom  you  live  and  work?  How  well 
do  you  help  them  to  recognize  the 
relevance  of  the  Christian  faith  to  their 
needs  rather  than  assuming  their  needs 
to  be  identical  with  your  own?  How 
faithfully  is  your  local  church 
proclaiming  and  living  out  the  Christian 
gospel  to  persons  in  the  surrounding 
community? 


Readers  debate  ‘60  Minutes’/Reader’s  Digest  and  NCC/WCC 

Article,  program  should  not  have  been  necessary 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  balanced  and 
inclusive  presentation  of  articles 
concerning  the  controversy  between  “60 
Minutes”  Reader’s  Digest  and  the  NCC/ 
WCC. 

As  the  dust  settles,  one  salient  point 
towers  over  the  whole  issue.  It  is  this: 
“60  Minutes”  and  the  Reader’s  Digest 
have  done  what  the  NCC  and  WCC  have 
steadfastly  refused  to  do,  viz.  hear  with 
appreciation  and  respect  the  misgivings 
of  conscience  which  evangelicals, 
conservatives  and  non-coercionists  have 
expressed  regarding  some  NCC/WCC 
positions  and  actions. 

If  the  hierarchy  of  these  ecclesiastical 
organizations  had  had  the  humility  to 
listen  to  another  voice  from  within  their 
own  constituent  churches,  the  Digest 
article  would  never  have  been  written 
and  the  “60  Minutes”  program  never 
aired.  Instead,  NCC/WCC  officials  have 
in  effect  said  to  questioners,  “Shut-up 
you  fanatical  slobs  —  just  contribute 
your  money  and  let  us  make  the 
decisions."  From  their  responses  to  date 
it  does  not  appear  that  anything  will 
change. 

James  W.  Ross 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Christians  should  be  consistent  about 
abortion,  capital  punishment  and  war 


To  the  Editor: 

You  received  various  responses  to  your 
Dec.  24  editorial  on  capital  punishment. 

It  seems  to  me  that  persons  who  favor 
abortion-on-demand  are  often  against 
the  use  of  capital  punishment  as  a 
deterrent  to  crime,  and  that  persons  who 
are  opposed  to  abortion-on-demand  tend 
to  favor  the  use  of  capital  punishment  as 
a  deterrent  to  crime.  Ronald  Cansler,  in 
his  “Letter  to  the  Editor”  (UMR,  Jan. 
21)  is  much  more  consistent  in  his 
thinking  when  he  says  that  if  one  is 
against  abortion-on-demand  one  should 
be  against  capital  punishment  also. 

I  would  suggest  that  consistency  of 
thought  about  abortion  and  capital 
punishment  should  also  lead  the 
Christian  to  renounce  war  as  an 
instrument  of  public  policy.  If  we 
believe  that  life  is  so  sacred  that  we 
cannot  destroy  unborn  human  life  or 
even  life  that  has  turned  evil,  then  a 
Christian’s  participation  in  planning  for 
the  destruction  of  war,  in  the 
preparations  of  armaments  for  war,  and 
in  the  waging  of  war,  is  not  less  sinful.  I 
pray  for  the  day  when  those  who  believe 
in  Christ  will  renounce  the  sword  as  the 
means  of  solving  personal,  societal,  and 
international  disputes  and  will  seek,  to 
influence  others  to  renounce  war  also. 

Jesus  said,  “My  kingship  is  not  of  this 
world;  if  my  kingship  were  of  this  world, 
my  servants  would  fight  ...”  Let  us 
follow  our  king  in  renouncing  war  and 
following  the  ways  of  peace. 

Michael  Toland 

Houston,  Texas 

Mr.  Parsons’  letter  deplored 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  not  going  to  respond  to  the  various 
inaccuracies  I  see  in  the  “Letter  to  the 
Editor”  of  Jan.  21  by  Edgar  Parsons.  I 
just  want  to  point  out  that  when  Mr. 
Parsons  talks  about  death  penalties 
“without  exception  for  mental  condition 
or  extenuating  circumstances  and  within 
three  weeks  after  conviction”  ;  when  he 
speaks  with  callousness  and 
indifference  about  “losing  a  few  who 
were  wrongfully  accused”  (that  could  be 
you,  Mr.  Parsons) ;  and  when  he  speaks 
about  “jails  rapidly  emptied” ;  then  he  is 
talking  about  legalized  bloodshed  on  a 
massive  scale. 
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If  I  were  to  write  you  a  letter  filled  with 
curse  words  or  threats.  I’m  sure  you 
would  not  print  it,  as  you  certainly  should 
not.  Why,  then,  did  you  print  Mr. 
Parsons’  letter?  While  I  firmly  oppose 
capital  punishment  I  firmly  believe  also 
that  a  discussion  of  its  pros  and  cons 
belongs  in  your  newspaper ;  but  I  believe 
that  the  advocacy  of  massive  legalized 
bloodshed  is  beyond  standards  of 
decency  for  a  Christian  publication,  and 
should  not  be  printed. 

Jonathan  C.  Tetherly 
Chicopee,  Massachusetts 

Profit  motive  can 
serve  the  public  good 

To  the  Editor: 

I  object  to  the  blanket  rejection  of 
capitalism  announced  by  Stephen 
Robinson  in  his  letter  headlined 
“Capitalism  at  odds  with  Christianity” 
(UMR,  Jan.  14).  Mr.  Robinson  has  a  good 
point  from  the  story  of  Job  in  that 
progress  of  the  economy  is  not  based  on 
individual  morality.  Progress  requires 
change  and  the  junk  of  progress  is 
obsolete  factories  and  jobs.  Nobody  can 
predict  the  direction  or  results  of 
progress,  and  nobody  can  be  guilty  for  it. 
To  find  fault  with  the  unemployed  is  like 
renouncing  the  forgiveness  of  sins  and 
taking  the  sinful  to  task. 

What  I  disagree  with  is  the  mistaking 
of  the  use  of  money  for  the  love  of  money. 

The  economy  is,  because  it  serves 
people  well,  and  we  would  change  it  if  it 
did  not  serve  us  well.  The  buyer  buys 
because  it  is  a  benefit  to  him  worth  more 


than  the  money  in  his  pocket!  The 
economy  can  sell  only  those  things  that 
the  public  elects  to  buy  for  their  benefits. 
In  the  end,  the  economy  serves  the  public 
and  collects  dollars  as  evidence. 

Now  a  small  company  that  can  greatly 
benefit  many  people  deserves  to  grow 
until  the  good  of  the  public  is  fulfilled. 
This  means  that  the  company  must  get 
bigger  so  it  can  supply  enough  goods  and 
services  to  correctly  benefit  the  public. 
This  notion  is  commonly  described  as  the 
accumulation  of  capital.  Money  gained  in 
good  enterprise  through  the  economy 
serves  the  public  in  goods  and  progress. 

The  problem  is  that  money  is  power, 
and  there  are  many  ways  to  get  money 
without  benefitting  the  public.  It  is 
essential  to  run  the  economy  in  such  a 
way  that  thieves  do  not  make  off  with  the 
capital,  and  that  people  find  it  easier  to 
cooperate  with  the  economy  (and 
indirectly,  the  common  good)  than  to 
undermine  it.  The  rational  person  with  a 
profit  motive  can  be  bent  to  the  public 
good  with  proper  regulation  of  money 
and  other  economic  issues. 

The  economy  can  be  an  example  of 
cooperation  in  society  that  teaches,  gives 
experience  and  provides  examples  of 
public  service  to  convince  the  critic  of 
morality  that  the  thieves  among  us 
impoverish  us  all.  At  this  point,  pure 
motives  become  a  much  more  real 
possibility  for  anybody. 

We  should  regard  money  as  a  useful 
tool. 

David  F.  Sander 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


Here  I  Stand 

We  must  make  our 
churches  accessible 


By  SUSAN  LEMLY 

Discovering  God’s  will  for  us  offers  a 
constant  call  to  transform  our 
understanding  of  discipleship.  Now,  as  in 
times  before,  God  is  reaching  toward  us 
through  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Jesus  Christ  was  God’s  gift  to  us  in  order 
to  define  God’s  ways  among  us.  In  Christ 
we  find  a  mirror  of  God’s  compassion. 
We  are  constantly  challenged  as 
individual  disciples  and  as  a  church  to 
make  the  grace  of  God  that  we  have 
experienced  a  reality  in  the  lives  of  all 
people.  This  needn’t  be  an  abstract 
theory  to  communicate.  It  can  be  as 
simple  as  providing  a  ramp  in  our 
churches.  God’s  grace  is  communicated 
or  left  unspoken  by  the  statement  we 
make  through  the  accessibility  or  lack  of 
accessibility  to  our  churches. 

At  a  recent  Clergywomen’s  Conference 
of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  one  participant  shared  the 
struggle  she  is  experiencing  over  the 
erection  of  a  handrail  on  the  front  steps. 
The  church  doesn’t  see  the  need  for  a 
handrail  because  it  refuses  to  envision 
how  the  lack  of  one  may  prevent 
someone  from  freely  entering  the 
church.  The  freedom  for  all  people  to 
enter  our  churches  is  vital. 

Physical  accessibility  is  important  but 
we  must  also  examine  the  accessibility  of 
our  attitudes.  Once  a  person  in  a 
wheelchair  enters  our  church,  do  we 
welcome  that  person  as  an  equal  child  of 
God,  or  do  we  isolate  that  person 
through  our  own  discomfort  and 


Susan  Lemly 
unwillingness  to  reach  out?  Often  times 
people  with  disabilities  make  us 
uncomfortable  because  these  people 
remind  us  all  of  our  own  mortality.  We 
are  not  self-sufficient  little  gods, 
completely  able  at  all  times  to  rely  upon 
our  own  resources.  We  do  have  limits. 
Being  human  means  to  experience  the 
limit  of  mortality.  Not  facing  up  to  this 
reality  is  the  greatest  sin  of  our  age. 
Choosing  to  ignore  people  with 
handicapping  conditions  does  not  extend 
the  length  of  our  own  lives.  Rather,  we 
are  diminished  by  our  lack  of 
compassion  and  concern  for  one  another . 

Our  own  lack  of  compassion  and  vision 
is  a  serious  handicap  also.  I  have  heard 
people  make  this  statement  before  and  I 
did  not  agree  with  it  at  first.  It  seemed  to 
be  a  statement  designed  to  diminish  the 
pain  I  felt  struggling  to  gain  entrance  to 
an  inaccessible  building,  but  hidden 
emotional  or  mental  handicaps  are 
important  for  us  to  be  willing  to  minister 
to  also. 

Access  to  our  hearts  and  minds  is 
something  that  God  constantly  strives 
toward.  Access  to  our  churches  for  all 
God's  people  is  something  that  we  can 
make  a  reality  now. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Susan  Lemly,  is 
pastor  of  the  First  UMC  in  San  Diego, 
California  (Pacific  and  Southwest 
Conference). 


Interpretive  criticized 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Feb.  4  “UMR  Interpretive 
Analysis”  falls  far  short  of  your  usually 
good  editorial  content.  Your  evaluation 
of  the  “60  Minutes”  presentation  (on  the 
National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches)  was  far  too  benign. 

The  “qualifications  and  cautions"  of 
which  you  speak  were  so  brief  and 
subordinate  a  part  of  the  program  as  to 
have  very  little  effect  on  its  general 
impact.  Your  comment  that  “60 
Minutes”  characteristically  lacks 
objectivity  should  not  be  used  as  an 
excuse  for  this  episode,  but  as  a  further 
condemnation  of  such  a  dangerous  ap¬ 
proach  by  a  network  news  department. 

There  undoubtedly  are  occasional 
errors  and  imperfections  in  councils  of 
churches,  as  in  all  human  organizations. 

In  terms  of  space  and  emphasis,  your 
article  made  so  much  of  these  as 
seriously  to  qualify  the  endorsement  you 
gave  the  NCC  and  WCC.  Your  treatment 
was  not  as  devastating  as  the  “60 
Minutes”  segment,  but  in  lesser  degree 
you  are  open  to  a  similar  charge  of  so 
exaggerating  the  importance  of 
incidentals  as  to  weaken  popular  support 
for  the  prophetic  ministry  of  church 
groups  which  are  indispensable  bulwarks 
against  destructive  social  forces. 

Harvey  Seifert 

Claremont,  California 

Church  leaders 
evade  the  real  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations!  Of  the  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  words  printed  in  your 
Feb.  4  issue  about  the  “60  Minutes”  and 
“Reader’s  Digest,”  your  “UMR  Interpre¬ 
tive  Analysis”  was  the  only  thing  said  that 
faced  squarely  and  honestly  the  real  issue ! 

The  only  issue  raised  by  the  “60 
Minutes”  program  was:  Is  some  money 
entrusted  to  mainline  church  bureau¬ 
cracies  (especially  United  Methodist) 
and  to  the  NCC  and  WCC,  being  chan¬ 
neled  to  support  totalitarian  leftist 
organizations?  You  were  the  only  person 
in  the  thousands  of  words  who  faced  up 
to  this  question  squarely.  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  didn’t,  Dr.  Claire  Randall 
didn’t,  an  insert  from  my  own 
Conference  of  two  full  pages  didn’t.  Of  all 
the  bishops  you  quoted  only  Bishops 
Crutchfield  and  Colaw  even  recognized 
what  the  real  issue  was. 

Instead,  all  of  the  others  created  their 
own  “straw  men”  to  attack  or  to  praise, 
such  as,  “all  of  the  good  things  the  NCC 
and  WCC  are  doing,”  or  “the  narrowness 
of  those  who  comprise  the  Institute  for 
Religion  and  Democracy,”  etc.  This  is 
exactly  the  same  approach  taken  by  our 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  about 
the  original  Jessup  Report.  They  refused 
to  face  up  honestly  to  the  only  issue  ever 
raised. 

If  these  top  executives  would  have  the 
Christian  courage  to  say  honestly,  “Yes, 
we  confess  some  money  has  been 
diverted  to  support  totalitarian  leftist 
causes  and  organizations,  true,  only  a 
very  small  amount  when  compared  to 
the  total  spent,  but  any  amount  is  too 
much.  We  repent  of  this  error,  and 
promise  you  we  will  get  at  the  root  of  it 
and  see  that  it  never  happens  again!  ”  If 
they  would  dare  be  so  honest,  so 
courageous  and  so  Christian  —  instead  of 
trying  to  evade  the  issue  —  they  would 
get  the  united  support  of  sincere,  faithful 
members  in  the  pew !  Until  they  do  they 
don’t  deserve  it,  no  matter  how  many 
“straw  men”  they  are  able  to  create. 

L.  D.  Thomas  Jr. 

Tulsa.  Oklahoma 

‘60  Minutes’  disappointing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  disappointed  in  the  heavy 
slant  of  the  “60  Minutes”  piece  that 
attacked  the  National  and  World  Council 
of  Churches  which  aired  on  January  23.  I 
felt  I  was  watching  an  early  1950’s 
communist  witch  hunt.  The  proper  role 
of  the  church  is  neither  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  people  of  Logansport, 
Indiana  (Middle  America)  or  those  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  Rather,  the  church’s  role  is 
to  reflect  the  basic  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ.  If  the  National  and  World 
Council  of  Churches  seem  in  Morley 
Safer’s  view  to  be  closer  to  the  Soviet- 
Cuban  point  of  view  than  to  Logansport, 
Indiana’s,  then  maybe  he  has  made  a 
strong  critique  of  the  affluent, 
comfortable,  and  often  blind-to-suffering 
position  of  many  —  although  certainly 
not  all  —  people  in  the  United  States.  I 
personally  think  that  the  point  of  view  of 
these  two  organizations  is  closer  to  that 
of  Jesus  Christ  than  those  of  either  the 
Soviet  Union  or  Logansport,  Indiana. 

We  need  to  be  careful  not  to  mix  up  the 
North  American  world-view  with  the 
Christian  faith.  That  basic  trap  is  where  I 
think  this  “60  Minutes”  piece  began.  The 
two  are  not  the  same ! 

Warren  Clark 

Tampa,  Florida 

‘60  Minutes’  praised, 
church  ‘tolerance’ cited 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  Roy 
Howard  Beck’s  article  in  the  Jan.  28 
issue  of  the  Reporter.  Mr.  Beck  did  a 
fine  job  of  reporting  on  the  “60  Minutes” 
segment  entitled,  "The  Gospel 
According  to  Whom.” 

I  was  elated  to  see  the  program  and,  in 
my  opinion,  this  documentary  on  the 
NCC  and  the  WCC  should  have  been 
presented  a  long  time  ago.  It  seems  as  if 
the  hierarchy  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  can  do  just  about  as  it  pleases 
without  too  much  criticism. 

As  mentioned  in  our  Sunday  school 
lesson  a  few  months  ago:  “Can  we,  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  maintain  unity 
in  our  diversity?  Up  to  this  point  we  have 


managed  to  live  with  our  differences.  We 
have  learned  to  be  tolerant  of  others 
whose  views  differ  from  our  own.” 
However,  it  is  absolutely  incredible  that 
some  of  our  so-called  church  leaders  are 
giving  aid  and  comfort  to  communist 
guerrilla  organizations  in  Africa  and  in 
Latin  America.  1  believe  that  this  goes 
far  beyond  the  point  of  being  tolerant. 

Is  anything  sacred  any  more?  Do 
regular  church  members  condone  such 
reprehensible  and  despicable  action  by 
our  church  leaders?  I  think  not!  And  the 
United  Methodist  Church  should 
withdraw  from  these  leftist 
organizations. 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Gedrgia 

Sweepstakes  winnings 
should  go  to  NCC/WCC 

To  the  Editor: 

Enough  innuendos  and  recriminations 
about  the  NCC/WCC.  Here’s  what  to  do: 
all  of  us  —  United  Methodists  and  sister 
denominations  related  to  these  groups  — 
should  check  our  mail  for  the  latest 
Reader’s  Digest  Sweepstakes.  When  it 
arrives,  we  should  send  it  back  marked 
“No  thanks,  I  do  not  wish  to  subscribe, 
but  enter  me  in  the  giveaway.”  Then, 
whenever  the  big  winnings  arrive,  just 
donate  the  cash  to  the  National  and 
World  Councils  of  Churches. 

Danny  Young 
Austin,  Texas 

NCC  no;  Digest  yes 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  read  the  Reader’s  Digest 
article  “Do  You  Know  Where  Your 
Church  Offerings  Go?”  and  the  rebuttals 
in  the  January  14  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
two  questions  arise: 

(1)  If  as  the  rebuttals  indicate  the 
Digest  article  is  rife  with  errors, 
innuendo,  lies,  etc.,  why  has  there  been 
no  court  action? 

(2)  Since  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod,  and  no 
doubt  other  denominations  seem  to  be 
thriving  without  the  benefit  of 
membership  in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  perhaps  the  UMC  would  seem 
more  attractive  to  members  and 
prospective  members  if  it  (the  UMC) 
would  cut  this  albatross  (the  NCC)  from 
around  its  neck. 

James  D.  Fink 
Manchester,  Missouri 

IRD  member  responds 

to  editorial  about  Digest 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  January  14  regarding 

Readers-Editors  Dialogue 


the  Reader’s  Digest  attack  on  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  urges  that 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
repudiate  the  article.  I  am  not  authorized 
to  speak  for  the  Institute  but  I  confess 
readily  that  I  am  a  member  of  its  board. 

I  am  also  a  United  Methodist  pastor  who, 

I  believe  the  records  will  show,  has  seen 
to  it  for  32  years  that  my  congregations 
paid  all  apportionments  and  askings  in 
full  —  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
two  of  the  four  charges  I  have  served 
were  not  in  this  habit  when  I  became 
their  pastor.  Which  is  to  say,  at  that 
gritty  bottom  line,  I  have  been 
unfailingly  faithful  to  the  system. 

Yes,  the  Reader’s  Digest  article 
seemed  to  me  to  be  overly  dramatic.  For 
that  matter,  so  does  almost  everything  I 
see  or  hear  in  most  of  the  media.  I’m 
uncomfortable  with  this  style.  But  no 
more  so  than  with  the  replies  I  am  ' 
reading  from  a  variety  of  our  officialdom 
across  the  country,  which  seem  as  shrill  : 
as  the  Digest  article. 

What  troubles  me  most  is  that  our 
leaders  still  aren’t  hearing  what  is  being 
said.  When  a  parish  pastor  is  criticized, 
the  first  human  inclination  is  to  discredit 
the  critic.  But  the  wise  pastor  examines 
his  or  her  soul  to  see  what  can  be  learned 
from  the  critic.  Why  should  someone 
feel  this  way?  Even  if  the  critic  is 
neurotic,  or  uninformed,  is  there  some 
truth  that  ought  to  drive  me  to 
correction? 

I  wish  our  leaders  would  leave  a 
defensive,  we’re-being-persecuted 
posture  long  enough  to  ask,  “Where 
might  we  be  wrong?  Why  are  there 
critics  even  among  those  who  love  and 
support  our  church?  ’  ’ 

J.  Ellsworth  Kalas 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

We  are  ‘too  easily  taken’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  think  you  have  dealt  very  responsibly 
—  and  effectively  —  in  your  recent  issue 
with  the  criticisms  of  the  National  and 
World  Councils  of  Churches.  Our  people 
are  so  easily  taken  in  and  mislead  by 
critics  of  the  church. 

I  recall  Albert  Outler’s  sermon  at  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  at  Pittsburgh  in  which 
he  stressed  the  fact  that  the  church  is 
itself  a  human  agency  (though  with  divine 
overtones)  and  that  we  cannot  expect  it 
to  be  perfect  (especially  since  it  is 
made  up  of  imperfect  creatures  such  as 
we  are). 

Keep  up  the  good  work ! 

Walter  N.  Vernon 

Nashville,  Tennessee 


Please  explain  how  UM  gifts 
to  the  NCC  are  being  disbursed 


To  the  Editor: 

We  were  not  satisfied  with  the  explana¬ 
tions  and  criticisms  which  your  Jan.  14 
editorial  gave  the  article  “Do  you  know 
where  your  church  offerings  go?”  in  the 
January  1983  issue  of  Reader’s  Digest. 

After  hearing  the  program  on  this 
same  topic  on  “60  Minutes”  on  January 
23,  we  are  even  more  concerned  about 
our  own  church  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Surely,  you  must  be  aware  of 
how  the  $8,000,000  is  being  disbursed. 

As  loyal  members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  who  are  contributing  to  this 
cause,  we  feel  it  is  our  due  to  be  fully 
informed. 

Emma  P.  Mills  and 
Sara  M.  Michael 
Baker,  Louisiana 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Of  all  the 
distortions  and  misrepresentations 
contained  in  the  Reader’s  Digest  article, 
the  suggestion  that  $8,000,000  in  United 
Methodist  funding  is  being  contributed  to 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  for 
dubious  political  involvements  is 
probably  the  most  irresponsible  and 
destructive  in  Its  potential  effects. 

Just  over  $250,000  of  direct  support 


goes  from  the  UMC’s  national  funding 
agency  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  —  that  is,  money  collected 
from  local  churches  via  the  UMC’s 
apportionment  system.  More  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  $8  million  total  is 
contributed  either  directly  to,  or 
indirectly  through,  Church  World 
Service,  the  NCC  agency  which  coordin¬ 
ates  relief  and  rehabilitation  efforts.  The 
vast  majority  of  those  contributions  are 
designated,  rather  than  secured  from 
apportioned  funds. 

Most  of  the  remaining  funds  are 
provided  for  activities  of  a  similarly  non- 
ideological  and  non-controversial 
nature.  Nevertheless,  more  information 
is  currently  being  sought  regarding  the 
limited  number  of  programs  and  funds 
about  which  serious  questions  have  been 
raised.  Accurate  information  will  be 
supplied  in  the  Reporter  as  it  is  secured 
and  verified.  We  also  plan  to  intensify 
efforts  to  increase  the  awareness  among 
United  Methodists  of  the  many  positive 
ministries  that  are  made  possible  only 
through  cooperative  organizations  like 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 

UMR  Editor 


IN  SEARCH 
OF  A  SMILE 


A  child  who  never  smiles  can  be  a 
heartrending,  sig,ht.  Y et  children  who 
are  victims  of  war,  who  lose  their 
fathers  and  whose  mothers  , 
can  no  longer  afford  to 
care  for  them,  have  very 
little  to  smile  about. 

The  Society  of  In’ash  El-Usra  is 
trying,  to  chang,e  that  by  providing,  assistance 
which  enables  children  and  their-  families  to 
stay  together. 

War  has  taken  so  much  from  the  children. 
Won’t  you  g,ive  something,  back  to  them?  Your 
g,ift  will  help  provide  food,  housing,— and  a  smile. 
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Women  ministers  identify  issues 

They  want ‘ sense  of  progress’ in  assignments;  equal  pay for  equal  work 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  -  More  than  700 
United  Methodist  clergywomen  — 
between  40  and  50  percent  of  the 
denominational  total  —  met  here  Feb.  7- 
11  in  the  cold,  snowy  isolation  of  the 
Southern  Baptist-owned  Glorieta 
Conference  Center. 

But  the  messages  sent  forth  from  this 
third  consultation  were  anything  but  cold 
or  isolated.  They  ranged  from  the 
warmth  of  sisterly  greetings  to  the 
church’s  two  principal  women’s 
organizations  —  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  and  the  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  —  to  the  hot  rhetoric  of 
politics,  particularly  as  regards  election 
of  women  delegates  to  general  and 
jurisdictional  conferences  this  year  and 


election  of  women  and  ethnic  minority 
persons  as  bishops  in  1984. 

This  consultation  was  sponsored,  like 
its  two  predecessors,  by  the  UMC’s 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  in  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  The  consultations  have  been 
strategically  spaced  in  the  years  —  1975, 
1979  and  1983  -  when  annual  conferences 
elect  delegates  and  when  open 
campaigning  traditionally  becomes 
heaviest  for  the  episcopacy. 

The  team  which  designed  this 
consultation  chose  this  location  because 
it  forced  the  participants  into  almost 
unrelenting  dialogical  situations  —  that 
is,  where  the  clergywomen  had  to  talk  to 
and  listen  to  each  other  in  directed 
discussion  groups,  be  confronted  by 
panels  on  subjects  ranging  from  the 


Carthan  supporters 
jailed,  at  odds  with 
other  rights  groups 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LEXINGTON,  Miss.  —  With  several  of 
its  leaders  in  jail  for  self-described  acts 
of  civil  disobedience,  an  activist  group 
here  —  partly  funded  and  trained  by 
United  Methodism’s  missions  agency  — 
continued  a  protest  campaign  last  week 
that  placed  the  group  at  odds  with  other 
civil  rights  organizations  in  the  state. 

The  reason  for  the  protest?  Black, 
former  mayor  Eddie  James  Carthan  was 
transferred  on  Feb.  1  from  the  county  jail 
here  to  the  state  prison. 

Members  of  the  United  League  of 
Holmes  County  occupied  the  sheriff’s 
office  until  nine  were  arrested.  They 
have  refused  to  be  released. 

State  daily  newspapers  chronicled  a 
flurry  of  visits  here  all  week  by  staff 
members  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  leaders  from  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  concerned 
about  the  situation. 

Global  Ministries  has  given  a  wide 
variety  of  highly  controversial  support 
for  more  than  a  year  to  the  campaign  to 
free  Mr.  Carthan.  But  by  week’s  end,  top 
officials  at  the  New  York  headquarters 
still  could  not  determine  whether  they 
will  endorse,  disavow  or  make  “no 
comment”  on  the  validity  of  the  protest 
by  the  United  League  which  is  part  of  a 
network  supported  by  the  Human 
Relations  Day  offering. 

Ironically,  said  a  spokesman  for  the 
federal  judge  who  ordered  the  transfer, 
the' Global  JVfmistries-backed  group  is 
protesting  an  action  that  for  some  time 
had  been  advocated  by  older  and  larger 
civil  rights  groups  concerned  about 
prisoner  safety  and  comfort. 

Mr.  Carthan  —  in  jail  since  August 
when  the  state  supreme  court  upheld  his 
conviction  for  assaulting  a  black 
policeman  —  was  one  of  many  persons 
moved  from  county  jails  which  were 
found  not  to  meet  standards  set  by  the 
federal  court. 

That  Global  Ministries’  interests  would 
seem  to  be  running  in  a  very  different 
direction  from  those  of  older  civil  rights 
groups  is  not  new  in  the  two-year-long 
Carthan  episode. 

For  instance,  the  mission  agency  is 
operating  under  a  policy  approved  by  its 
board  last  fall  that  supports  Mr.  Car- 
than’s  claim  that  he  has  been  victimized 
by  white  racist  manipulation  of  power . 

But  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)  in  the  state  -  one  of  the  backers 
of  the  prisoner  transfers  —  studied  the 
Carthan  case  earlier  and  voted 
unanimously  that  no  civil  rights  issues 
were  involved. 

“This  transfer  issue  is  far  too  complex 
to  bring  a  response  of  civil 
disobedience,”  the  Reporter  was  told  by 


the  Rev.  Edwin  R.  King  Jr.,  a  white  UM 
minister  in  Mississippi  who  was  a  leader 
of  civil  disobedience  acts  for  civil  rights 
purposes  in  earlier  years.  He  is  an  ACLU 
member. 

“People  here  —  open-minded  people  — 
are  stunned  to  read  that  United 
Methodists  are  coming  to  Mississippi 
from  New  York  over  this,”  he  said. 

A  United  League  leader,  who  wasn’t 
jailed,  refused  to  answer  questions  from 
the  Reporter.  But  local  newspapers 
reported  that  the  United  League  claims 
the  jail  transfer  was  discriminatory 
against  Mr.  Carthan.  The  contention  is 
that  the  transfer  was  aimed  at  removing 
him  from  where  his  supporters  could 
watch  over  his  safety  and  to  silence  him 
about  a  charge  he  recently  made  to  the 
sheriff  that  a  deputy  had  raped  a  woman 
inmate. 

At  press  time,  federal,  state  and 
county  officials  told  the  Reporter  they 
had  heard  nothing  further  about  the 
rape  allegation  since  the  United  League 
mentioned  it  two  weeks  ago. 

The  spokesman  for  Federal  Judge 
William  Ready  said  the  transfers  had 
“absolutely  nothing”  to  do  specifically 
with  Mr.  Carthan.  Even  if  there  should 
prove  to  be  something  legitimate  about 
the  rape  allegation,  he  said,  that  would 
have  no  bearing  on  Mr.  Carthan’s  move 
since  he  was  transferred  in  a  process 
begun  long  before. 

The  spokesperson  also  declared  as 
erroneous  a  United  League  contention, 
quoted  in  a  report  by  a  Global  Ministries 
staff  member,  that  Mr.  Carthan  had  the 
right  to  stay  at  the  county  jail  because  he 
signed  a  waiver. 

While  in  Mississippi  last  week,  Global 
Ministries’  Assistant  General  Secretary 
Negail  Riley  announced  that  the  agency 
is  beginning  the  process  of  considering  a 
request  from  the  Carthan  defense 
committee  for  Global  Ministries  to 
contribute  another  $10,000  as  part  of  a 
new  $100,000  fund  drive. 

A  vanload  of  conference  leaders  was 
sent  here  late  in  the  week  by  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  “fact-find  and 
advocate”  for  Mr.  Carthan  and  the 
United  League.  One  of  the  group’s 
purposes,  the  Reporter  was  told,  was  to 
make  certain  Mr.  Carthan  is  safe. 

Ken  Jones  of  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Corrections  told  the 
Reporter  that  officials  there  have  had  no 
reason  to  believe  Mr.  Carthan  would  be 
in  danger. 

Nonetheless,  he  said,  Mr.  Carthan  has 
been  placed  in  protective  custody.  That 
means  he  has  a  private  cell  in  the  most 
modern  structure  of  a  “vastly  changed 
prison”  that  has  been  under  federal  court 
supervision  since  1971. 


Strengthen  Your  Preaching  Skills  at 
PROCLAMATION 


An  Intensive  Preaching  Clinic  for  the  New  Homiletic 

July  11-14,  1983  in  Nashville,  TN 

•  Gain  first-hand  knowledge  of  new  preaching  and  worship  insights 

•  Experience  in  person  the  skills  of  nationally-known  leaders 

Keynoter:  Theologian  Rosemary  Radford  Ruether 

Evening  Preachers:  David  Buttrick,  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  Zan  Holmes,  and 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly 

Plus:  Over  30  other  course  leaders! 

Tuition  (including  $15  registration  fee)  is  $150  if  you  register  before  June  15; 
$170  thereafter.  Housing  and  meals  additional.  Two  Continuing  Education  Units 
credited  for  full  participation. 

Write  or  call  now  for  complete  information. 

Proclamation  will  be  held  In  cooperation  with  Vanderbilt  University  School  of  Divinity,  and  is  endorsed 
by  the  Board  of  Dlsclpleshlp,  Section  on  Worship.  p-bis-umr 


Contact  the  Cokeebury  Service  Center  eervlng  your  area: 


ministry  to  nuclear  armament,  and  be 
inspired  almost  to  the  point  of  exhaustion 
by  worship  experiences  led  by  women 
from  each  of  the  UMC’s  four  major 
ethnic  minority  groups. 

Out  of  all  that  sharing  and  dialoguing, 
a  two-woman  panel  on  the  final  night 
identified  the  following  as  the 
clergywomen’s  primary  issues: 

•  Ministry  —  The  clergywomen  want 
equalized  salaries,  not  precisely  defined 
but  generally  understood  as  equal  pay 
for  equal  work,  male  and  female.  They 
want  truly  open  itineracy,  with 
ministerial  appointments  open  equally  to 
all  regardless  of  sex  or  race.  They  want 

(1)  appointment  making  to  become  more 
acceptable  across  conference  lines; 

(2)  reaffirmation  of  appointments 
beyond  the  local  church  where  many 
clergywomen  serve,  and  (3)  at  least  one 
woman  district  superintendent  in  the 
cabinet  of  each  annual  conference. 

•  Careers  —  The  clergywomen  want 
credit  for  years  spent  in  other  careers 
before  they  enter  the  ministry  —  as 
many  of  them  have  —  rather  than 
“having  to  start  from  the  bottom.”  As 
more  of  them  become  eligible  for  second 
and  third  appointments,  having  served  in 
the  ministry  several  years,  they  want  a 
sense  of  progress  in  their  assignments. 
And  they  want  salaries  for  all  ministers 
based  on  the  position  and  not  on  the 
person. 

•  Elections  —  Part  of  one  evening  was 
spent  in  five  jurisdictional  conference 
(geographical)  caucuses.  Since 
jurisdictional  conferences  are  the  bodies 
which  elect  bishops,  this  automatically 
became  the  prime  topic  of  these  groups. 
One  name  —  that  of  the  Rev.  Leontine  T. 
C.  Kelly  —  emerged  from  four  of  the  five 
caucuses. 

Clergywomen  in  her  own  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  caucus,  where  she  has  had  a 
variety  of  ministries  in  a  long  career, 
passed  the  hat  and  put  nearly  $2,000  into 
an  election  fund. 

Only  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  did 
not  put  forth  Ms.  Kelly’s  name,  but  the 
emphasis  in  that  caucus  was  on  one  of  its 
own,  the  Rev.  Jean  Marie  Grabner  of 
the  Kansas  East  Annual  Conference,  and 
on  the  election  of  an  Hispanic  bishop.  The 


Western  jurisdiction  caucus  likewise 
prioritized  election  of  an  Hispanic.  Ms. 
Kelly  was  clearly  the  consultation’s 
“favorite  daughter.”  As  the 
consultation’s  co-chairperson  she  had 
high  visibility,  and  she  stirred  the  body 
at  the  end  of  the  worship  service  led  by 
black  clergywomen  when  she  declared 
into  the  stage  mike,  “Oh,  I  am  a  black 
woman!” 

•  Social  issues  —  The  consultation 
adopted  “The  Glorieta  Declaration,”  a 
250-word  statement  which  declared  the 
clergywomen’s  “opposition  to  the 
manufacture,  possession  and 
deployment  of  nuclear  weapons.” 

This  enthusiastic  action  followed  by 
several  hours  a  plenary  presentation  by 
a  four-woman  panel  on  the  theme 
“Choosing  Life:  Dialogue  about  the 
church’s  witness  in  an  age  of  nuclear 
threat.”  One  presenter  on  that  panel  was 
the  Rev.  Nobuko  Miyake-S toner,  a 
survivor  of  the  Hiroshima  atomic  bomb 
of  1945  and  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
UMC’s  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference. 

Using  big-screen  projections  of  photos 
and  drawings  depicting  the  atomic 
aftermath,  she  noted  it  “was  not  coin¬ 
cidence  for  me  to  speak  to  you  here  in 
New  Mexico,  the  birthplace  of  the  atomic 
bomb”  (Los  Alamos,  N.M.,  is  about  an 
hour’s  drive  from  the  consultation  site). 

•  Continuity  —  Caucuses  in  at  least  two 
jurisdictional  areas,  the  South  Central 
and  Northeastern,  agreed  that  they 
should  not  wait  four  years  for  the  next 
consultation  to  meet  again.  They 
tentatively  scheduled  mid-point 
meetings  in  1985. 

The  consultation’s  co-chairs,  Ms. 
Kelly  and  the  Rev.  Sharon  Brown 
Christopher,  a  district  superintendent  in 
the  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference,  saw 
this  as  one  sign  of  movement  among 
clergywomen. 

They  told  a  press  briefing  that  the  1975 
consultation  in  Nashville,  which  drew 
some  300  clergywomen,  was  primarily 
an  event  of  personal  discovery,  with 
many  women  who  “had  been  by 
themselves  in  their  annual  conferences" 
discovering  that  there  were  hundreds 
like  themselves. 


Bishops  set  March  decision 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
HOUSTON  —  The  executive 
committee  of  United  Methodism’s 
Council  of  Bishops  will  decide  next 
month  whether  to  appoint  a  “Blue 
Ribbon  Committee”  to  investigate 
charges  made  against  the  UMC  recently 
in  the  media. 

Houston  Area  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield,  president  of  the  council,  told 
the  Reporter  that  the  council’s  executive 
committee  —  which  met  by 
teleconference  last  week  —  has  deferred 
making  a  decision  on  the  request  for  a 
“Blue  Ribbon  Committee”  until  their 
regular  meeting  in  Atlanta  March  15. 


The  request  for  the  “Blue  Ribbon 
Committee”  was  drafted  by  133  district 
superintendents  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  on  Jan.  24,  the  day  after  “60 
Minutes”  aired  a  segment  titled  “The 
Gospel  According  to  Whom?”  The 
request  was  unanimously  adopted. 

In  their  request,  the  superintendents 
suggested  that  the  appointed  committee 
secure  from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  a  monetary 
accounting  which  would  be  made  public 
of  all  amounts  and  causes  involved  in  the 
allegations  made  against  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 


Bishop  Heininger  saw  3  mergers 


LEBANON,  Ohio  (RNS)  —  Bishop 
Harold  R.  Heininger,  a  bishop  of  the 
former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  whose  career  spanned  three 
church  mergers,  died  here  Feb.  3.  He 
was  87. 

Bishop  Heininger  retired  just  before 
the  1968  uniting  conference  of  his 
denomination  and  the  Methodist  Church 
to  form  the  United  Methodist  Church.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  the  commission  on 
church  union. 

A  bishop  since  1954  he  headed  the 
Northwestern  Area  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  for  14  years.  He 
had  lived  since  1975  at  Otterbein  Home 
here. 

Born  Aug.  13,  1895,  he  was  the  third 
generation  of  his  family  to  serve  in  the 
ministry  of  the  former  Evangelical 


Church,  a  predecessor  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church. 

Bishop  Heininger  was  president  of 
Evangelical  Seminary  from  1939  until 
1954  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy.  He  first  went  to  Evangelical 
Seminary  in  1923  as  a  professor. 

His  ministerial  career  spanned  three 
church  unions:  the  1922  merger  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  the  Evangelical 
Association,  the  1946  merger  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  the  Church  of 
the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  and  the 
1968  Methodist-Evangelical  United 
Brethren  union. 

A  memorial  service  for  Bishop 
Heininger  was  held  Feb.  6  at  Otterbein 
Home.  His  survivors  include  his  wife,  the 
former  Erma  Irene  Martin,  a  daughter, 
a  brother,  and  two  grandchildren. 
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Christians  can  ‘act  out’  Gospel 

Pretzels,  prayer 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  “Celebrate  the  Good  News 
with  all  the  imagination  you  can 
summon”  is  the  motto  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  couple  from  San  Antonio  who  have 
introduced  dozens  of  little  celebrations 
into  both  their  family  and  their  local 
church. 

Henry  and  Susan  Holloway  of  Laurel 
Heights  UMC  in  San  Antpnio  said  in  a 
recent  workshop  here  that  celebrations 
of  the  Gospel  —  like  worship  itself  —  are 
opportunities  to  act  out  or  dramatize  the 
Christian  story. 

“We  (United  Methodists)  have  gone 
through  a  long  period  of  intellectualizing 
our  faith,”  Susan  said.  “We  seemed 
almost  afraid  of  overt,  emotional 
expression."  But  she  believes  UMs  are 
moving  beyond  that  stage  and  are  ready 
now  to  add  more  celebration  to  their 
lives.  She  fears,  however,  that  “We’ve 
waited  too  long  for  some  members  who 
have  had  to  go  elsewhere  to  find  an 
emotional  outlet  for  their  faith.” 

The  Holloways  said  they  first 
discovered  ideas  for  celebrating  the 
Gospel  story  in  their  family  as  they 
studied  the  seasons  of  the  church  year. 
They  had  so  much  fun  with  it  that  their 
experiences  began  to  spill  out  in 
conversations  with  church  friends.  It 
wasn’t  long  before  other  members  asked 
them  to  try  some  of  their  ideas  at  Laurel 
Heights. 


They  interjected  one  note  of  caution 
during  their  workshop:  don’t  start 
celebrating  Christmas  and  Easter  too 
soon.  “You  will  get  sick  of  it,”  Susan 
said.  Also,  they  encourage  families  not  to 
expect  their  family  to  be  like  anybody 
else’s.  “Be  flexible,  be  real  and  establish 
your  own  traditions.” 

The  pair  offered  some  starters  for  the 
lenten  and  Easter  seasons.  “Lent  is  often 
regarded  as  a  physical  fast  and  a 
spiritual  feast,”  said  Henry,  “which  is 
why  it  is  usually  identified  with  prayer 
and  spiritual  growth.” 

One  of  their  more  interesting 
discoveries  was  the  place  which  the 
lowly  pretzel  can  have  in  the  lenten 
celebration.  Pretzels  have  a  long 
Christian  history,  the  Holloways  found, 
although  most  of  their  lenten 
significance  has  been  forgotten  during 
the  last  century. 

The  pretzel,  shaped  in  the  form  of  two 
arms  crossed  in  prayer,  was  used  by  the 
early  Christians  to  remind  them  that 
Lent  was  a  season  of  penance  and 
devotion.  Our  word  “pretzel”  roots  in  the 
Latin  word  for  “little  arms,”  “brace- 
llae.”  German  usage  became  “brezel” 
or  “prezel,”  from  which  came  our  word 
“pretzel.” 

The  pretzel  from  earliest  times  was 
made  of  a  special  dough  consisting  of 
flour,  salt  and  water  only  —  since  fat, 
eggs  and  milk  were  forbidden  during  the 
lenten  period. 
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Racial,  ethnic,  national  and  international  diversity  is  represented  in  this 
scene  from  the  recent  third  quadrennial  consultation  of  United  Methodist 
clergywomen.  The  women  are  in  front  of  the  consultation  s  main  banner, 
whose  starburst  design  draws  on  both  Native  American  and  Christian 
symbolism.  The  consultation  theme,  “Make  Plain  the  Vision,”  was  taken 


from  Habakkuk  2:2. 
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In  1979,  they  said,  the  clergywomen, 
just  over  600  strong  and  meeting  during 
an  ice  storm  in  Dallas,  focused  on 
women’s  ministry  in  the  institutional 
church.  They  also  remembered  the  1979 
consultation  as  the  moment  when  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  of  the 
UMC’s  general  ecumenical  agency 
challenged  the  clergywomen  to  help 
redefine  power  in  the  church.  The 
nomination  and  election  of  the 
denomination’s  first  woman  bishop, 


Bishop  Marjorie  S.  Matthews,  followed 
the  next  year. 

Tbe  consultation  attracted  715  clergy-wom¬ 
en  and  some  35  invited  men,  lay  and  clergy. 
The  sessions’  design  team  expressed  dis¬ 
appointment  that  so  few  bishops  attended. 
All  45  active  bishops  had  been  invited  to 
come  or  to  send  a  delegate.  Only  four  came 
—  Bishop  Matthews  and  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  of  Illinois  on  the  program,  Bishop 
Jade  Tuell  of  Los  Angeles  and  the  host  epis¬ 
copal  leader,  Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt. 
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People  in  the  news  . . 
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The  Vinyards  labor  bears  fruit 

“Every  time  the  doors  of  the  church 
open,  Clyde  and  Louise  Vinyard  are 
here,”  said  the  Rev.  James  Sanderson 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Festus,  Mo. 

The  Vinyards  were  recently 
nominated  for  the  “Great  American 
Family  Award,”  sponsored  by  the 
American  Family  Society  which 
annually  honors  families  for  their 
service  to  church  and  community. 

Although  they  have  no  children,  the 
Vinyards  have  developed  “family¬ 
like”  ties  with  cancer  patients  in  their 
community.  Besides  visiting 
regularly,  the  Vinyards  provide 
transportation  for  cancer  patients 
who  must  go  to  St.  Louis,  35  miles 
away,  for  treatment. 

Mrs.  Vinyard  told  the  Reporter  that 
she  and  her  husband  are  devoted  to 
“helping  people  in  any  way  we  can.  I 
became  involved  with  the  local  cancer 
society  years  ago  when  they  asked  me 
to  volunteer  for  door-to-door 
solicitations.  That  led  to  my 
nomination  as  president  of  the  local 
society.  I  lost  my  father  with  cancer 
and  I  guess  that  furthered  my 
commitment.  My  husband  became 
involved  because  he  knew  it  was 
something  I  really  cared  about.” 


Louise  and  Clyde  Vinyard 


The  Vinyards  also  are  volunteers  in 
the  hot  meals  program  for  senior 
citizens  in  the  Festus-Crystal  City 
community,  she  said. 

As  members  of  First  UMC  since 
1955,  the  Vinyards  have  held  many 
offices  in  the  church,  including 
presidents  of  United  Methodist  Men 
and  United  Methodist  Women 
respectively.  An  accomplished  “fix- 
it”  man,  Mr.  Vinyard  takes  care  of 
repairs  and  carpentry  jobs  at  his 
church,  Mr.  Sanderson  said. 

The  couple  will  celebrate  45  years  of 
marriage  in  July,  Mrs.  Vinyard  told 
the  Reporter. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


and  celebrations 


Later,  the  pretzel  made  its  annual 
appearance  on  Ash  Wednesday,  sold  by 
special  vendors  on  the  streets.  In  some 
cities  they  were  distributed  to  the  poor 
during  several  days  of  lent.  In  Austria, 
children  suspended  them  from  palm 
bushes  on  Palm  Sunday.  Then  with  the 
end  of  Lent  the  pretzels  disappeared  until 
the  next  Ash  Wednesday,  the  Holloways 
learned. 

They  said  both  families  and  church 
groups  can  reclaim  the  pretzel  and  use  it 
as  a  prayer  reminder.  They  knew  of 
church  groups  which  had  held  pretzel- 
making  parties  on  Ash  Wednesday. 

“Prayer  chains”  can  be  another 
intentional  way  to  cultivate  daily  prayer, 
they  said.  A  prayer  would  be  written 
each  of  the  40  days  of  Lent  and  added  to  a 
chain  built  by  family  members  or  by 
individuals. 


A  “prayer  partners  program  — 
matching  persons  in  the  church  family 
who  want  to  participate  —  has  not  only 
cultivated  prayer  but  also  has  provided  a 
way  for  church  members  to  get  to  know 
other  members  and  their  needs. 

Celebrating  a  traditional  Jewish 
Passover  meal  sometime  during  lent,  but 
adding  Christian  extensions  of  meaning 
at  several  points,  the  Holloways  suggest, 
is  also  a  way  both  to  celebrate  and  learn 
about  our  Judeo-Christian  roots.  It  can 
also  be  used  to  bridge  differences  and 
build  understanding  with  Jewish  friends 
and  neighbors  who  can  help  plan  and 
explain  the  Passover. 

In  addition  to  the  traditional  Holy 
Week  celebrations  at  church,  families 
might  try  making  hot  cross  buns. 
“Traditionally,”  Susan  said,  "Hot  cross 
buns  were  only  available  on  Good  Friday 
with  the  sign  of  the  cross  imposed  on 
each  bun.” 

Another  tradition  some  are  reviving, 
they  said,  is  the  Easter  Eve  vigil  for  the 
renewal  of  Christian  vows.  This  tradition 
from  the  Early  Church  included  baptism 
at  midnight  of  those  who  were  to  join  the 
church  Easter  Sunday. 

And,  “If  you  haven’t  colored  Easter 
eggs  for  awhile,"  she  said,  “shame  on 
you.  The  egg  is  an  important  Christian 
symbol;  its  three  parts  are  symbolic  of 
the  Trinity.  The  egg  also  represents  the 
coming  forth  of  new  life.” 
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Sex  discrimination  allegations 
investigated  at  Boston  U. 

BOSTON  —  A  team  of  four  from  the 
UMC’s  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  spent  three 
days  at  UM-related  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  recently  inquiring 
into  allegations  of  sex  discrimination  at 
the  school. 

The  team  issued  a  public  statement 
following  its  visit  saying  it  "observed 
morale  and  communication  problems 
and  made  recommendations  to  the 
seminary  administration  to  address 
these  concerns." 

In  addition,  the  team  urged  the 
seminary  to  implement  immediately  its 
affirmative  action  goals  “which  would 
add  women  and  minority  persons  to  the 
faculty  and  staff." 

Further  recommendations  were  sent  to 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  with  "implica¬ 
tions  for  the  status  of  women  in  the  entire 
seminary  system  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

Nigeria  exodus 
prompts  appeal 

GENEVA  (EPS)  —  An  ecumenical 
appeal  for  $1  million  has  been  launched 
to  assist  churches  in  West  Africa  in 
coping  with  non-Nigerians  forced  to 
leave  that  country. 

Nico  Keulemans,  World  Council  of 
Churches  emergencies  officer,  said  the 
assistance  would  go  primarily  to  Ghana, 
where  the  bulk  of  the  people  told  to  leave 
Nigeria  last  month  come  from.  Togo  and 
Benin,  which  lie  between  Nigeria  and 
Ghana,  are  also  affected  by  the  exodus. 

Second  Colorado  congregation 
demands  Wheatley  resign 

DENVER  (RNS)  —  A  second  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Colorado  has 
called  for  the  resignation  of  Bishop 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  because  he  has 
upheld  the  rights  of  “gays”  in  the 
church. 

La  Veta  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Pueblo  District  voted  overwhelming¬ 
ly  to  ask  that  Bishop  Wheatley  be  for¬ 
mally  charged  by  the  denomination  with 
a  violation  of  United  Methodist  law.  The 
tiny  137-member  congregation  says  it 
will  secede  from  the  church  if  homo¬ 
sexuality  isn’t  condemned  by  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference.  Bishop 
Wheatley  is  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  and  Yellowstone  con¬ 
ferences,  which  include  110,000  United 
Methodists  in  Colorado,  Wyoming, 
Montana,  and  Utah. 

La  Veta’s  action  was  similar  to  that  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Colorado  Springs,  the  second  largest 
UMC  Church  in  the  West  in  January. 

Bishop  Wheatley  holds  that  the 
accusations  against  him  by  the.  two 

Bicentennial 

Minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 
On  February  7, 

1876,  Peter  Cart¬ 
wright  died  at  the 
age  of  91,  thus  clos¬ 
ing  the  long  and 
fruitful  ministry  of 
this  pioneer  preacher 
At  the  age  of  17,  he 
received  his  license 
to  preach. 

He  sat  in  twelve 
General  Confer¬ 
ences,  answered 
roll  call  for  forty- 
five  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  sessions,  for 
fifty  years  was  Presiding  Elder,  an  early 
term  for  District  Superintendent.  Most  of 
his  ministerial  records  can  never  be 
equaled.  The  Peter  Cartwright  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pleasant  Plains, 
Illinois  is  an  Historic  Shrine  honoring 
this  early  leader. 


Colorado  congregations  have  already 
been  “raised  and  disposed  of.” 

Petitions  gathered  for 
editor  on  trial  for  treason 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Petitions 
gathered  by  U.S.  and  British  Methodists 
on  behalf  of  South  African  Cedric 
Mayson  were  presented  to  the  South 
African  embassy  in  London  during  a  vigil 
Feb.  9. 

Cedric  Mayson,  53,  former  editor  of  a 
banned  anti-apartheid  Christian 
periodical,  is  being  tried  for  treason  in 
Pretoria,  South  Africa. 

The  former  Methodist  minister  was 
editor  of  Pro  Veritate,  the  official 
publication  of  the  banned  Christian 
Institute  of  Southern  Africa,  until  the 
banning  in  1977.  He  is  accused  of  actively 
supporting  the  banned  African  National 
Congress  and  of  participating  in  “ter¬ 
rorist”  activities. 

Mr.  Mayson  was  originally  charged 
together  with  Barbara  Hogan,  but  she 
was  given  a  separate  trial  last  year  and 
became  the  first ,  woman  ever  to  be 
convicted  of  high  treason  in  South  Africa. 
She  was  given  a  10-year  prison  sentence. 

The  petition  campaign  was  coor¬ 
dinated  by  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  based  here  and  a  group 
of  social  activists  in  British  Methodism, 
the  Alliance  of  Radical  Methodists. 

Memorabilia,  library  given 
to  World  Methodist  Council 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
Memorabilia  from  the  ministerial  career 
of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Fred  Pierce 
Corson,  and  a  large  library,  have  been 
given  by  the  bishop  to  the  World 
Methodist  Council  here. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  ecumenical  body,  said  the 
collection  numbers  more  than  1,600 
items.  Included,  in  addition  to  the 
library,  are  photographs  depicting  the 
bishop’s  extensive  contacts  with  such 
world  figures  as  Pope  John  XXIII, 
General  and  Madame  Chiang  Kai-Shek 
and  President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower; 
ecclesiastical  recognitions;  and  rare, 
hand-carved  furniture  from  China. 

Bishop  Corson,  one  of  the 
denomination’s  best-known  episcopal 
leaders  from  1944  until  his  retirement  in 
1968,  headed  United  Methodist  observers 
at  the  Second  Vatican  Council. 

Methodist  Federation  sets 
General  Conference  priorities 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  executive 
committee  of  the  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action,  an  unofficial  United 
Methodist  caucus  group,  set  four 
priorities  to  push  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  during  its  mid-winter 
meeting  last  month. 

They  are:  (l)a  shared  salary  option 
for  annual  conferences,  (2)  ethics  in 
economics,  (3)  ministry  with  and  by 
‘gay’’  and  lesbian  persons,  and 
(4)  support  for  movements  for  justice  in 
Central  American,  southern  Africa  and 
among  U.S.  minorities. 

Dialing  toll-free  UMC  number 
elicits  offer  of  ‘nice  ladies’ 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  -  Some 
Tennessee  residents  calling  United 
Methodism’s  toll-free  national 
information  service,  InfoServ,  found 
they  were  offered  a  massage  instead  of  a 
message. 

The  February  issue  of  The  Interpreter 
magazine  inadvertently  listed  an  old 
telephone  number  used  here  by  United 
Methodist  Communications.  Since  the 
agency  moved  two  years  ago  to  new 
facilities,  the  old  number  has  been 
reassigned  to  a  massage  parlor. 

Shortly  after  the  magazine  was  issued, 
a  Nashville  pastor  called  InfoServ  to 
inquire  about  some  hunger  resource 
packets.  The  man  who  answered  the 
phone  said  he  didn’t  know  anything  about 
packets  but  that  he  did  have  “some  nice 
ladies." 


CLASSIFIED 

RETIRED  METHODIST  Minster  disposing  of  300- 
volume  library  $1.50  each  for  entire  lot  If 
interested,  phone  (518)  647-8147 

16  DAYS  ENGLAND.  Scotland,  southern  Ireland, 
departing  DFW  June  11.  Includes  Methodist  heritage 
sites:  London.  Epworth,  Oxford.  Bristol,  plus 
Stonehenge,  Stratford  Shakespeare  play  (optional). 
Irish  folklore  evening.  Waterford  crystal  factory, 
many  other  unforgettable  sites,  experiences.  Dr.  and 
Mrs  Gus  Browning,  experienced  tour  hosts. 
Brochure  409  Hillside.  Kilgore,  TX  75662,  (214  )  964- 
3842.  984-3576 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Colorado  Springs.  Colo,  seeks 
individual  with  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  —  Attn:  Youth  Office,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  420  N  Nevada  Ave..  Colorado  Springs. 
CO  80903  (  303  )  471-8522. 

DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  of  Christian  Education 
is  needed  May.  1983.  Congregation  of  4,600  with 
1.500+  in  S.S.  attendance.  Full  church  staff  and 
facilities.  Salary  nogotiable  Send  resume  to:  Dr. 
Ken  Jones:  Search  Comm  ,  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  5838  South  Sheridan.  Tulsa.  OK  74145 

United  Methodist  Church  of  Colorado  Springs  needs 
two  summer  Youth  Assistants.  Excellent  salary.  Call 
or  write  —  First  United  Methodist  Church.  420  N. 
Nevada  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903.  (303  )  471- 
8522 

DIRECTOR  OF  CONTINUING  Education.  Duke 

Divinity  School.  Responsible  for  non-degree  edu¬ 
cational  programs.  Ph.D,  United  Methodist 
ordination,  teaching  experience,  publications,  and 
administrative  experience  preferred  Rank  and 
salary  are  open  and  negotiable  Send  materials  to 
Dean's  office,  the  Divinity  School.  Duke  University. 
Durham,  NC  27706.  Duke  University  is  an  Equal 
Opportunity /Affirm alive  Action  Employer 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education: 
Applications  are  being  accepted  for  the  job  of 
Director  of  Christian  Education  to  begin  June  1  The 
major  thrust  of  the  position  is  the  development  and 
supervision  of  a  varied  and  comprehensive  program 
of  Christian  Education  on  all  age  levels.  Salary: 
$14,000  to  $18,000  Send  inquiry,  resume  and  recent 
photo  before  March  15  to;  Staff/Parish  Relations 
Committee,  c/o  Roger  Bourland.  7020  Cass  Street. 
Omaha,  Nebraska  68132. 

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  -  Boston  University 

School  of  Theology  is  seeking  candidates  with  a 
record  of  effective  teaching,  scholarly  publication 
and  involvement  in  Christian  education  Dossiers  to 
Associate  Dean.  Boston  University  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  745  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Boston.  MA  CB215. 
Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

THINKING  ABOUT  A  COMPUTER  for  your 

church?  Need  help?  Don't  make  an  arbitrary  choice. 
Send  $3  75  for  "Implementation  Guidelines  for  a 
Church  Computer"  —  20+  pages  of  considerations 
for  requirements,  selection  of  hardware  and 
software,  organization  and  management  of 
operations  ERB  Software,  P.O.  B®c  58713.  Houston, 
TX  77258 

MAKE  MONEY,  HELD  BUILD  Churches  Do  both  at 
the  same  time  through  United  Methodist  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund.  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A  Langston. 
Room  303-L.  475  Riverside  Drive.  N  Y..  N  Y.  10115. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  -  full  time 
position  in  cosmopolitan  church  serving  a  broad 
constituency  in  a  large  southwestern  city.  Innovative 
approach  needed  to  develop  exciting  programs  for 
all  age  groups  Multi-staff  setting.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  desirable.  Either  clergy  or  layperson. 
Send  resume  to  P.O  Box  221076.  Dept  P.  Dallas.  TX 
75222. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  for  an  urban  congre¬ 
gation  of  1,450  Salary  $26,000  Opens  in  June  1983 
Contact  Rev  David  E  Edgar.  Laurel  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church.  227  W.  Woodlawn,  San  Antonio. 
Texas  78212  (512)  733-7156 

METHODIST  RESIDENCY  FOR  young  women 
pursuing  careers  and  professional  studies  now 
accepting  applications  for  residency  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  Street,  Dpt.  UMR,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94109 

KENYA,  VICTORIA  FALLS.  South  Africa.  October 
1-25, 1983  Escorted  by  Rev.  and  Mrs  Edward  Laux, 
6247  Annapolis.  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Brochure 
available 

YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  Director  of  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Services/Conference  treasurer  position 
open.  Inquiries/applications  to  Wilbur  Whanger.  Box 
1055.  Laurel.  Montana  59044.  (406  )  628-1277 

THE  LAKEWOOD  UNITED  Methodist  Church  in  St. 
Petersburg.  Florida  is  seeking  a  full  time  Director  of 
Education  with  special  emphasis  in  youth  ministries, 
beginning  Summer  1983.  Duties  would  include  those 
related  to  working  with  youth  Family  oriented 
church  of  1,100  members  —  benefits  —  salary 
negotiable  based  on  experience,  education,  special 
skills  Residential  area  Growing  opportunities.  Send 
resume  to  Rev.  Henry  Schmidt,  5995  9th  St,  S.,  St. 
Petersburg,  FL33705,  phone  (813  )  867-1744. 

DIRECTOR.  SIERRA  SERVICE  Project  Half-time 
yearly  responsibilities  with  summer  focus  on 
weatherization  and  repair  of  rural  Indian  homes  in 
California  by  youth.  Begins  in  June.  Applications  due 
March  1.  Rev.  Charles  F.  Cordes,  910  E.  North  Street, 
Manteca.  CA  95336. 
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Liberation  theology: 
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Teacher  helps  clear 
up  misunderstandings 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  “Liberation  theology”  is  a  widely  used  term  which  also 
appears  to  be  widely  misunderstood,  since  it  developed  primarily  in  Latin 
America. 

Dr.  Jose  Miquez  Bonino,  a  Methodist  pastor  and  seminary  professor  in 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  is  deemed  one  of  the  foremost  interpreters  of  this 
theology.  He  was  in  Dallas  last  week  to  deliver  a  series  of  Ministers’  Week 
lectures  on  the  campus  of  Southern  Methodist  University  and  was  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Reporter’s  Managing  Editor  Sharon  Mielke. 

Q:  You  have  been  addressing  justice.  The  “just”  society  makes  the 
primarily  ministers,  seminarians  and  rights  of  the  poor  and  the  oppressed  its  top 


scholars  this  week  on  liberation  theology. 
How  would  you  describe  it  for  a  United 
Methodist  layperson? 

A:  Liberation  theology  is  born  from 
our  experience  in  Latin  America  where 
the  majority  of  the  people  suffer 
conditions  of  extreme  poverty,  cultural 
deprivation  (lack  of  education)  and 
political  oppression  (lack  of  ability  to 
participate  in  the  political  process) . 

Therefore,  the  Christian  message  has 
to  address  the  totality  of  these  needs  — 
personal  and  social,  spiritual  and 
material.  As  we  have  tried  to  do  this  we 
have  found  in  the  Bible  the  resources  for 
relating  the  totality  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
whole  life  of  the  people. 

Q :  To  most  United  Methodists,  1  think, 
that  wouldn’t  sound  much  different  from 
their  own  theological  stance.  How  is 
liberation  theology  different? 

A:  What  is  different,  perhaps,  is  the 
conditions  in  which  the  people  in  Latin 
America  live.  We  find  that  these 
conditions  where  the  majority  live  in 
extreme  poverty  are  not  the  result  of 
personal  or  cultural  reasons  but  the 
result  of  oppressive  economic  and 
political  structures  that  produce 
increasing  poverty  and  marginalization 
(persons  pushed  to  the  fringes  of 
society). 

To  minister  to  the  needs  of  those  people 
we  have  to  understand  and  participate  in 
changing  those  structures. 

That  has  given  rise  to  the  economic 
analysis  and  political  action  dimensions 
of  liberation  theology,  which  is  another 
distinguishing  aspect. 

Q:  Is  this  where  some  liberation 
theologians  apply  "Marxist  analysis?” 

A:  Yes.  Social  analysis  is  a  very 
complex  thing  which  helps  us  uncover 
the  unconscious  social  presuppositions  of 
our  culture.  It  has  developed  over  the 
last  two  centuries  and  many  people  have 
contributed  to  it,  among  them  Karl  Marx 
and  Marxist  sociologists. 

Some  elements  in  Marxist  analysis  are 
relevant  to  our  situation  so  we  use  them. 
That  doesn’t  mean  we  buy  into  the  whole 
Marxist  system  or  into  Marxist  ideology 
nor  that  we  espouse  forms  of 
communism  found  in  Eastern  Europe. 

Q:  What  aspects  of  “Marxist 
analysis”  do  you  find  helpful? 

A:  The  analysis  of  the  relation  between 
economic  and  political  questions;  the 
understanding  of  ideology  as  an 
instrument  of  domination  and  the  need 
for  a  transfer  of  power  to  the  great 
majority  of  persons  who  are  marginal  in 
our  societies.  However,  we  do  not  accept 
“dialectical  materialism”  or  the 
authoritarian  structures  of  some 
communist  regimes. 

Q:  What  about  socialism? 

A:  Many  Latin  American  Christians 
believe  a  certain  amount  of  socialization 
of  economic  resources  is  necessary,  but 
all  would  insist  on  a  democratic 
socialization  which  respects  personal 
identity  and  freedom  for  a  pluralistic 
society. 

Q:  You  said  in  your  lectures  that  in 
examining  the  Old  Testament  and 
specifically  Jeremiah’s  comparison  of 
the  reigns  of  Jehoiakim  and  Josiah  that 
the  criterion  for  right  government  is 


priority.  What  do  you  mean  when  you  use 
the  term  "the  rights  of  the  poor  and 
oppressed?” 

A:  The  U.N.  Declaration  of  Social 
Rights,  basically,  but  specifically  it 
means  (l)a  decent  material  life  with 
adequate  food,  shelter  and  clothing; 

(2)  the  right  to  work  as  an  expression  of 
human  usefulness  and  self-esteem, 

(3)  the  right  to  one’s  culture  — 
education,  language,  music,  poetry,  etc. 

(4)  the  right  to  participation  in  the 
political  process,  and  (5)  the  right  to 
religious  freedom. 

Q:  Are  there  any  Latin  American 
governments  that  are  models  for  what 
you  see  as  a  "just”  society? 

A :  No.  There  are  no  models  in  Latin 
America.  We  feel  some  of  the 
“attempts”  at  new  models  are  being 
made  very  difficult  by  the  policies  of  the 
big  power  blocks  and  the  United  States. 

Particularly,  the  Chilean  experiment 
which  had  socialist  elements  within  a 
democracy  and  Nicaragua’s  attempt  at 
a  mixed  economy  with  a  pluralistic 
society  have  been  thwarted. 

Q:  Are  there  any  other  areas  which 
you  look  to  for  models? 

A:  Africa,  perhaps,  has  certain 
similarities  and  some  parts  of  Asia,  but 
each  has  other  elements  which  make  it 
difficult  to  transpose.  Any  political 
system  has  to  be  related  to  a  particular 
society;  it  cannot  be  copied  from 
somewhere  else. 


Dr.  Jose  Miquez  Bonino 


Q:  How  can  Christians  bring  about  a 
"just  society?” 

A:  One  of  the  most  interesting  ways 
and  the  one  which  best  represents 
liberation  theology  in  practice  is  the 
“base  communities.”  These  are  mostly 
among  the  poor.  They  are  small  groups 
of  concerned  Christians  who  meet 
regularly.  They  are  like  the  Methodist 
class  meeting  in  making  prayer,  Bible 
reading  and  a  common  meal  very 
important.  They  are  also  similar  in 
facing  the  problems  of  the  group’s 
members. 

But  the  base  communities  also  study 
and  discuss  community  and  national 
issues.  They  are  very  interested  in 
political  questions  —  but  they  are  not  a 
political  party.  Their  focus  is  on  national 
life  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Christian  faith.  They  best  represent 
liberation  theology  in  bringing  together 
spiritual  and  social  dimensions. 


UMC  didn’t  deal  with 
change,  author  writes 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  The  decline  in 
United  Methodist  membership  has  been 
partly  caused  by  a  century  of  change  in 
immigration  patterns  and  urbanization, 
the  Rev.  Earl  D.  C.  Brewer,  a  professor 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology  here, 
asserts. 

In  a  new  book  published  by  Abingdon 
Press,  Dr.  Brewer  says  the  church, 
caught  in  its  English  and  German 
traditions,  has  failed  during  the  past 
century  to  develop  strategies  to  meet  the 
religious  needs  of  the  flood  of 
immigrants  from  other  backgrounds. 
Title  of  his  book  is  “Continuation  or 
Transformation?” 

“Because  the  country  is 
predominantly  urban  in  population  and 
culture,  the  denomination  must  move 
beyond  its  frontier  mentality  and  develop 
adequate  spirit  and  strategies  to  face  a 
complex  urban  world,”  he  declares. 

Dr.  Brewer  reviews  United 
Methodism’s  past  involvements  with 
influential  social  and  cultural 
movements,  explores  the  church’s 
present  commitment  to  confronting 
injustice  in  the  world,  and  previews 
future  possibilities  as  the  church  faces  its 
200th  birthday  in  1984. 

If  the  present  rate  of  membership 
decline  continues,  Dr.  Brewer  predicts 
that  by  the  year  2084  United  Methodism 
will  claim  only  2.6  percent  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States.  The 
percentage  now  stands  at  about  4.2. 

Dr.  Brewer  reviews  some  of  the  major 


research  studies  of  the  past  which 
describe  the  responses  the  denomination 
made  to  the  social  issues  of  the  past  three 
decades. 

He  believes  there  has  been  a  positive 
change  in  attitudes  of  United  Methodists 
since  the  late  fifties.  "The  expanded 
coverage  and  depth  of  understanding  are 
reflected  in  the  resolutions  and  actions 
taken  during  this  period,”  he  writes. 

Although  the  church  has  expanded  the 
range  of  issues  with  which  it  deals.  Dr. 
Brewer  asks,  “Have  we  been  satisfied  to 
cover  many  problems  by  general 
conference  resolutions,  but  few  of  them 
by  commitments  of  funds  and  programs? 
What  should  and  can  be  the  response  of 
the  denomination  to  the  crucial  issues  of 
today  and  tomorrow?  ” 

Looking  toward  the  1984  Conference, 
he  asks,  "What  use  is  to  be  made  of  this 
vast  array  of  words?  Can  the 
denomination  be  effective  in  dealing  with 
so  many  items  or  should  it  focus  on  fewer 
issues?  To  work  toward  their 
achievement?” 

Dr.  Brewer  closes  his  book  with  this 
charge:  “Under  the  leadership  of  the 
Spirit,  may  United  Methodism  be  a  part 
of  the  tipping  point  toward 
transformation:  its  own  and  that  of 
humankind  and  the  world.  ” 

Abingdon  is  the  book  publisher  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  The 
book  is  the  14th  volume  in  the  “Into  Our 
Third  Century”  series  begun  by  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries. 


Q:  How  do  they  get  started?  Are 
Methodists  involved? 

A:  The  majority  are  Catholic  —  as  is 
the  majority  of  the  population  of  most 
Latin  American  countries.  But  there  are 
also  base  communities  among  the 
Protestant  churches  including  the 
Methodists.  They  usually  are  born  out  of 
the  concern  of  a  group  of  laypersons,  or 
sometimes  a  minister.  The  church 
doesn’t  organize  them  or  give  them  any 
financial  support;  at  most  they  are 
recognized  by  the  church. 

In  some  countries,  the  churches  and 
ministers  see  base  communities  as  a 
threat  to  the  church’s  monopoly  on 
religious  activity. 

And  usually,  authoritarian  political 
regimes  are  opposed  to  the  base 
communities  because  they  give  common 
people  —  peasants  —  a  sense  of  personal 
dignity  and  initiative.  But  the  church’s 
attitude  toward  them  in  a  given  country 
is  more  important  to  their  existence  than 
is  that  of  the  government. 

Q:  Do  base  communities  engage  in 
social  action  or  social  change  projects? 

A:  In  their  immediate  community, 
the  base  community  might  work  to 
obtain  a  clean  water  supply  or  sewage 
system.  Or,  if  they  have  a  common 
employer,  they  might  work  on  a  union 
issue.  Or,  a  group  may  petition  the 
authorities  to  undertake  some  sort  of 
community  improvement  project. 

On  national  issues,  the  members  will 
engage  in  discussion  during  their  regular 
meetings  and  then  each  member  decides 
for  himself  how  to  act  on  the  issue. 

Q:  From  the  perspective  of  liberation 
theology  can  Christians  engage  in  the  use 
of  violence? 

A :  The  right  of  people  to  revolution  in 
an  oppressive  situation  —  when  all  other 
means  have  failed  —  must  be  recognized 
as  legitimate. 

However,  this  is  only  as  a  last  resort 
and  is  to  be  undertaken  only  when 
conditions  make  it  necessary  and 
possible.  This  is  the  classic  doctrine  of 
the  church  on  the  use  of  violence,  I 
believe. 

Q:  Can  liberation  theology  which 
developed  in  Latin  America,  be  exported 
to  other  parts  of  the  world? 

A:  No.  To  try  to  import  a  theology 
cannot  work.  It  would  be  counter  to  what 
liberation  theology  means,  which  is  to 
reflect  on  the  basis  of  your  own  concrete 
situation;  where  you  are. 

But,  I  think  it  could  be  a  significant 
way  of  doing  theology  and  it  could  lead  to 
the  recovery  of  the  prophetic  tradition  as 
normative.  Also,  it  offers  an  analysis  of 
world  relationships  of  domination  and 
independence  which  might  be  posed  by 
Christians  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

But  there  can  be  no  reproduction  of 
liberation  theology  elsewhere. 

Q:  Are  you  ever  distressed  by  how 
liberation  theology  is  being  used? 

A :  Sometimes  I  feel  it  is  being 
presented  as  a  product  to  be  bought  and 
sold,  a  new  product  on  the  market.  The 
concept  is  dangerous.  Some,  I  think,  use 
liberation  theology  to  escape 
responsibility  for  reflecting  on  their  own 
situation. 

At  the  same  time,  conversations  have 
to  go  on.  In  Latin  America,  we  have 
learned  from  our  conversations  with 
blacks,  feminists  and  Asians.  They  have 
called  attention  to  problems  we  had  not 
seen  clearly. 

Q:  You  talk  about  the  "rights  of  the 
poor  and  oppressed?”  What  do  you  say  to 
the  rich?  What’s  in  “liberation  theology” 
for  them? 

A :  The  way  I  see  things,  the  present 

DIRECTOROFADMISSION 
Theological  and  Graduate  schools,  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity;  special  responsibility  for  Theologicol 
school  odmission.  Must  be  ordoined  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Postor.  Plans  ond  direct  programs,  recruit¬ 
ment,  travel,  office  procedures.  Send  letter, 
resume,  names  and  addresses  of  references  to 
Director  of  Personnel,  Drew  University.  Madison. 
NJ  07940  by  February  25.  An  equal  opportunity 
affirmative  action  employer.  _ 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.Q, 
Box  189,  Nashville.  IN  37202, 


Dr.  Jose  Miquez  Bonino 


structures  and  political  processes  not 
only  harm  the  poor  in  the  Third  World 
but  threaten  human  life  everywhere.  So 
change  is  needed  not  only  for  the  sake  of 
the  poor  but  for  those  who  are  rich  by 
comparison. 

Unless  some  things  are  modified, 
especially  where  entire  economies  are 
related  to  military  purposes  and 
economic  life  is  controlled  by  a  tiny 
minority,  we  all  suffer.  There  are  signs 
already  visible  —  as  in  rising 
unemployment.  The  need  for  change  is 
the  concern  of  all. 

This  may  sound  like  bad  news  for 
western  white  Christians,  but  their 
future  is  related  to  the  future  of  the  Third 
World.  They  may  have  to  suffer  some 
limitations  but  this  is  not  an  evil;  it  is  a 
necessary  step  in  which  they  can 
contribute  to  the  good  of  the  whole  world. 

Q:  Where  does  Methodism  in  Latin 
America  fit  into  liberation  theology? 

A:  Methodism  is  a  minority  church 
and  takes  very  different  positions. 
Methodism  really  pioneered  a  strong 
sense  of  the  importance  of  social  prob¬ 
lems  in  Latin  America,  but  there  are  also 
conservatives  who  want  no  relation  to 
social  concerns. 

Country  by  country,  the  majority  of 
Methodists  would  be  quite  favorable  to  at 
least  a  concern  for  social  transformation. 
The  leadership  of  the  Methodist  Churches 
in  most  countries  is  progressive  in  terms 
of  social  concern.  There  are,  of  course, 
varieties  of  liberation  theology,  so  this 
is  only  a  partial  answer. 

UM  churches 
donate  blankets 
to  homeless 

SUN  CITY,  Ariz.  —  When  news  stories 
on  TV  showed  poor  and  homeless  street 
people  shivering  outside,  Tom  and  Ruth 
Cowley  “knew  deep  down  inside”  that 
they  should  do  something. 

The  couple  reported  in  the  Circuit 
West,  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter,  that 
they  kept  pushing  the  idea  aside  but  the 
Lord  kept  prodding  them. 

Then  they  went  into  action,  asking 
churches  to  be  pick  up  points  for  donated 
blankets.  “If  the  initial  response  was  a 
miracle,  the  follow-up  was  astounding,” 
said  the  Cowleys.  More  than  2,500 
blankets  have  been  donated  plus 
hundreds  of  miscellaneous  items  to  help 
keep  the  homeless  warm . 

^ . . .  . 
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ON  CASSETTE  TAPE. 

•  NARRATED  BY  ALEXANDER  SCOURBYI 

•  EACH  SET  COMES  IN  BEAUTIFUL  PADDED  VINYL  ALBUMI 

•  SATISFACTION  OUARANTEEOI 

II  Itpti  till  to  mill  your  iM/nclilloni. 
limply  nlurn  tor  lull  ntund. 

TOLL  FREE  800-527-1274 

In  Texas  800-442-1598 
VISA/MASTERCARD  \ 

CHRISTIAN  CASSETTE  LIBRARY  I 

P  O  Box  200-400.  Dallas.  TX  75220  UMR 
Please  rush  me  , 

('12  Cassette  Album  of  New  Testament  S22  50 
D  36  Cassette  Album  of  Old  Testament  69  25 
48  Cassette  Album  of  Entire  Bible  07  25 
[All  albums  mailed  same  day  order  received] 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS  _ 

CITY_ STATE_ ZIP 


“W orld  Evangelism” 

Bible  Land  Tours 

Prices  start  at  $595.00 
Departures  are: 

May  10 
August  17 
December  27,  1983 
April  24,  1984 

If  paid  by  March  15,  1983:  Qualifying  pastors  —  $595.00;  Spouses  —  $898.00; 
All  others  —  $995.00.  On  March  16  prices  go  up  $200  for  May  and  December  tours  and 
$300.00  for  August  tour. 

ENROLL  NOW  AND  SAVE 

Lecturers  for  Dec.  27-Jan.  3  Tour  are: 

Dr.  George  Morris 
Dr.  Norman  Thomas 
Dr.  David  Watson 
Dr.  Paul  Mickey 
Bishop  Paul  Duffey 

Tour  Coordinator:  FORD  PHILPOT  —  Call  or  Write  Today  —  798  Cindy  Blair  Way, 
Lexington,  Kentucky  40503,  Residence  (606)  277-5913,  Office  (606)  223-2292 

Travel  Agent:  Wholesale  Tours  International 
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Around  The  Conference 


•:  Pictured  left  to  right:  0.  W.  ‘‘Red”  Marrs,  Offney  Ellis,  the  Reverend  Jay 

>  Daigle,  and  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed. 

Baton  Rouge /Hammond 
District  IJMM  Purchase  TRAG 

:•  The  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  United  Methodist  Men  gathered 
•:  recently  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs  for  a  delicious 
:•  jambalaya  dinner  served  by  the  men  of  the  church.  After  an  inspirational 
•:  address  by  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  District  Superintendent,  it  was  announced  by 
>;  Offney  Ellis,  District  UMM  President,  that  the  district  had  purchased  a  TRAG 
;j  vehicle  in  honor  of  O.W.  “Red”  Marrs  that  would  be  used  for  missions  work  in 
third  world  countries.  TRAG  (pictured  above)  means  TRansportation- 
:•  AGriculture  and  is  designed  for  the  simple  tasks  of  hauling  people  and 
•:  products. 

Ground  Breaking  Celebrated 
at  Love  Chapel  CMC 


X  Pictured  above  are  the  members  of  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church, 
X  Haughton,  Louisiana  at  the  ground  breaking  for  a  new  fellowship  hall  on 
X  January  23,  1983.  The  new  building  will  add  2,400  square  feet  of  space  and 
§  include  a  kitchen,  meeting  space,  and  storage  area.  The  Reverend  Douglas 
v  Cain  is  pastor  of  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church. 


L... 

More  than  50  youth  and  counselors  from  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
>•  left  February  10  for  a  6  day  ski  trip  to  Glorieta,  New  Mexico.  Shown  boarding 
>j  the  charter  bus  are:  Sherry  Thompson  and  Shaun  Ridgedell  from  Amite  United 
•:  Methodist  Church;  Kathy  Thrasher  of  Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church; 
:•  the  Reverend  Hulen  Warren,  pastor  of  North  Baton  Rouge  United  Methodist 
v  Church  and  Trip  Coordinator;  and  the  Reverend  Robert  Burgess,  pastor  of 
$  Amite  United  Methodist  Church. 


United  Methodist  Statistics  Released 


Membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  now  stands  at  9,457,011  down 
62,396,  a  decrease  of  .66  percent.  This 
total  includes  neither  1.36  million 
preparatory  members  nor  about  400,000 
UMs  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the 
Philippines.  This  is  the  second  smallest 
loss  in  over  a  decade.  Only  the  1977 
membership  loss  of  53,700  is  lower. 
Average  attendance  at  the  main  weekly 
worship  service  increased  by  1,400  to 
almost  3.6  million.  This  is  the  third  year 
in  a  row  the  UMC  has  shown  an  increase 
in  worship  attendance. 

Official  1981  statistics  for  the 


denomination,  released  December  6, 1982 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  also  show  church  school 
membership  declined  by  54,000  to  4.14 
million.  The  number  of  organized 
churches  decreased  by  119  to  38,298. 
Average  attendance  at  church  school 
declined  by  25,000  to  2. 1  million. 

The  total  spent  for  all  causes  increased 
by  $162.5  million  to  almost  $1.8  million. 
Of  this  sum  more  than  $237  million  went 
for  benevolent  causes  and  $329  million 
for  clergy  salaries.  Official  statistics  for 
1982  will  not  be  available  until  late  1983. 
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Once  you  belong,  we  do  not  desert  you. 
In  small  churches  bonds  of  affection  run 
deep.  In  a  small  parish  like  ours,  unlike  a 
large  church,  nobody  is  anonymous. 

The  Small  Town  Church 
Peter  J.  Surrey 
(Abingdon) 


Many  pastors  are  less  than  successful 
because  they  try  to  do  too  much  for 
others.  To  help  a  person,  don't  give  him  a 
fish  —  teach  him  how  to  fish.  Releasing 
potentialities  may  be  the  finest  ministry. 

If  I  Were  a  Pastor 
W.  McFerrin  Stowe 
(Abingdon) 


Most  adult  Sunday  school  lesson 
material  includes  far  more  information 
than  can  be  used  helpfully  in  a  class 
period,  and  in  most  cases,  it  is  intended 
that  the  teacher  select  only  a  portion  for 
use. 

Strengthening  the  Adult 
Sunday  School  Class 
Dick  Murray 

part  of  Creative  Leadership  Series 
(Abingdon) 


Chayeng  Nammuang,  Cynthia  Pascual,  Dr. 
Anne  Hearn. 


Bill  Patrick,  Florence  Isaacs,  and 


Dr.  Jim  Moore.  Keynote  Speaker. 


All  of  the  above  books  are  available 
through  Cokesbury,  201  Eighth  Avenue 
South,  Nashville.  TN  37202,  (615)  749- 
6113. 


The  Reverend  Chris  Andrews 


Anne  Hearn  and  Dr.  Paul  Morton 


Conference  on  World 
Peace  Announced 


The  Committee  on  Peace  and  Justice 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  announced  a  Conference  on 
World  Peace  scheduled  for  March  18  and 
19  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr., 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  will  keynote  the 
conference  on  Friday  evening  at  a 
special  worship  service  at  7:30  p.m.  He 
will  provide  the  biblical  witness  and 
theological  framework  with  which  the 
conference  will  be  surrounded.  He  will 
particularly  lift  up  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  teachings  and  especially  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  concerning  peace. 

Rear  Admiral  Eugene  J.  Carroll,  Jr., 
Deputy  Director  for  the  Center  for 
Defense  Information  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  will  speak  twice  on  Saturday  and 
will  provide  the  main  thrust  of 
information  for  discussion,  interaction 
and  decision.  (The  Center  for  Defense 
Information  is  a  non-profit,  non-partisan, 
research  organization  that  supports  a 
strong  defense,  but  opposes  excesses  and 
waste  in  military  spending  and 
programs,  that  increase  the  danger  of 
nuclear  war.)  Admiral  Carroll  will 
address  such  questions  as  the  following : 

How  much  defense  is  enough? 

How  can  we  prevent  a  nuclear  war? 

There  will  be  several  workshops  which 


Centenary  Names 
New  Dean 

A  business  and  economics  professor 
who  also  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
mnemonics  (memory  training),  creative 
thinking,  performing  magic  and 
mentalism,  has  been  named  Dean  of  the 
School  of  Business  at  Centenary  College. 

Dr.  Barrie  Richardson  was  recently 
introduced  to  members  of  the  faculty  and 
staff  and  members  of  the  business 
community  by  Centenary  College 
President  Donald  Webb. 

“We  have  looked  forward  keenly  to 
Dean  Richardson’s  coming,”  Dr.  Webb 
said.  “His  dynamic  and  distinguished 
leadership  is  precisely  what  we  need  in 
Centenary’s  School  of  Business. 

Dr.  Richardson,  who  will  officially 
begin  his  duties  July  1,  will  be  coming  to 
Centenary  from  Hope  College  in  Holland, 
Michigan,  where  he  is  professor  and 
chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Economics  and  Business.  He  has  also 
served  as  vice  president  and  dean  of  the 
faculty  of  Bethany  College  in  West 
Virginia,  where  he  was  named 
outstanding  teacher,  and  on  the  faculties 
of  Oberlin  College,  Arizona  State 
University,  and  Indiana  University. 


will  provide  opportunity  for  discussion, 
training  and  even  planning  by  persons 
from  the  district  and  the  local  church. 

The  conference  on  Saturday  begins  at 
8:30  a.m.  and  closes  at  3:00  p.m.  There 
will  be  a  movie,  a  slide  show,  a  display  on 
the  effects  of  nuclear  war,  and 
educational  materials  on  peace  and 
peacemaking. 

Each  person  will  be  on  their  own  for 
noon  lunch.  The  conference  will  break  at 
12:00  noon  and  resume  at  1:30  p.m.  A 
response  panel  to  Admiral  Carroll  will 
complete  the  day’s  conference. 


New  Church  School 
Resources  Beginning 
Next  Week 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
will  once  again  include  a  weekly 
resume  of  the  International  Lesson 
Series.  Each  week  Dr.  J.  Albert 
Trickett,  Associate  Minister  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  will  be  writing  the 
series  for  the  third  quarter  ( March  6 
to  May  29)  on  ‘‘The  Book  of  Acts.” 
Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  T.  L.  James, 
Professor  of  Religion  at  Centenary 
College,  will  also  be  using  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Series  as  the  basis 
of  the  church  school  lessons  presen¬ 
ted  via  satellite  each  week.  Don't 
forget  these  important  new  resources. 


Appointment  Changes 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
announced  that  effective  February 
15,  1983  the  following  changes  in 
appointments  have  been  made  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

The  Reverend  Kibbie  Elizabeth 
Behling,  to  become  the  Associate 
Minister  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  Louisiana 
from  the  Indian  Bayou-Kaplan 
Charge  in  the  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette  District. 

The  Reverend  John  Wesley  Guyre, 
Local  Pastor,  to  the  Indian  Bayou- 
Kaplan  Charge. 
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Conference  Calendar 
March 

Church  School  Lesson,  Teacher  Training  by  Satellite,  7:00  p.m. 

Pastor-Parish  Training  Session  by  Satellite,  ( Broadcast  at  7 : 30  p.m. ) 
Orientation  Christian  Caring  Committee,  (Board  of  Laity),  Headquarters 
Building 

Church  Women  United  World  Day  of  Prayer 

Local  Preachers’  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m. -5:00  p.m. 

5  Orientation  Christian  Caring  Committee,  (Board  of  Laity),  Headquarters 

Building 

6  Third  Sunday  in  Lent  —  International  Church  School  Lesson  by  Satellite,  9:30 

a.m. 

6-12  District  Superintendents’  Interviews  with  Pastors  and/or  Pastor-Parish 
Committees  Relative  to  Appointments 

7  Workshop  on  Worship  &  Preaching,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 

8  Church  School  Lesson,  Teacher  Training  by  Satellite,  7:30  p.m. 

9  Workshop  on  Worship  &  Preaching,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 

Rouge 

9-10  Church  Women  United  Assembly,  Ruston 
9-11  Open  House  —  Campus  Ministries  throughout  Louisiana 
10  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Laity  Banquet,  7:00  p.m.,  Broadmoor  Unit- 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

10- 11  Church  School  Pilot  Program  Consultation,  Headquarters  Building 

11- 13  Jurisdictional  Youth  Conference,  Bridgeport,  Texas 

11-13  Annual  Conference  &  District  Lay  Leaders,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
12  Local  Preachers’  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 
Fourth  Sunday  in  Lent  —  International  Church  School  Lesson  by  Satellite, 
9:30  a.m. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  Observance 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District  Conference,  2:30  p.m.,  Lake  Vista  Church,  New 
Orleans 

Shreveport  District  Conference,  3:00  p.m..  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport 

14-16  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Preachers'  Retreat,  1:00  p.m..  Camp 
Istrouma 

Local  Pastor  Interviews,  Alexandria 

Church  School  Lesson,  Teacher  Training  by  Satellite,  7:30  p.m. 

Board  of  Higher  Education  Hearing  on  Campus  Ministry,  Hammond,  5/7  p.m. 
Local  Pastor  Interviews,  Baton  Rouge 

Board  of  Higher  Education  Hearing  on  Campus  Ministry,  Lafayette,  5/7  p.m. 
Ethnic  Minority  Recruitment  Dinner,  7:00  p.m.,  Sheraton  Hotel,  Baton  Rouge 
18-19  Conference  on  World  Peace,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
(Begins  at  7:00  p.m.  on  March  18  and  ends  at  2:00  p.m.  on  March  19) 

18-20  UMW  Conference  Retreat,  Biloxi,  Mississippi 

20  Fifth  Sunday  in  Lent  —  International  Church  School  Lesson  by  Satellite,  9:30 
a.m. 

20- 21  Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures,  Bishop  Jack  Tuell,  Rayne  Memorial  United 

Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans 

21- 22  Lydia  Patterson  Board  Meeting,  El  Paso,  Texas 

22  Church  School  Lesson,  Teacher  Training  by  Satellite,  7:30  p.m. 

22- 23  Cabinet  Meeting,  9:00  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge 

23  Board  of  Higher  Education  Hearing  on  Campus  Ministry,  Shreveport,  5/7  p.m. 

24  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Meeting,  10:00  a.m..  Headquarters 
Building,  Baton  Rouge 

Board  of  Directors,  United  Methodist  Foundation,  12:00  noon,  Camelot  Club, 
Baton  Rouge 

27  Palm /Passion  Sunday  —  International  Church  School  Lesson  by  Satellite, 

9:30  a.m. 

27-31  Conference  Council  Directors'  trip  to  General  Boards 
27-April  2  Holy  Week 

29  Church  School  Lesson,  Teacher  Training  by  Satellite,  7:30  p.m. 

31  Maundy  Thursday 


World  Development  Workshop  Held 


Over  60  women  and  men  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  met  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
recently  for  a  World  Development 
Workshop.  It  was  chaired  by  Anne 
Hearn,  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women  Coordinator  for  Christian  Global 
Concerns.  Keynote  speaker  at  the 
session  was  Dr.  Jim  Moore  of 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Three  workshops  were 


conducted:  Science  and  Technology  in 
Developing  Countries,  led  by  Florence 
Isaacs  of  Texas;  Education  and 
Illiteracy  in  Development,  led  by  The 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews  of  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church,  Slidell;  and  World 
Hunger,  led  by  Dr.  Bill  Patrick  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University.  The  latter  was 
assisted  by  two  of  the  World  Hunger  Fund 
Scholarship  Students,  Cynthia  Pascual  of 


the  Philippines  and  Chayeng  Nammuang 
of  Thailand.  Marilyn  Winters  of  the 
Women’s  Division  spoke  on  the 
Development  in  Africa  and  Dr.  Woodrow 
Hearn  reported  on  the  Fifth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya.  The  meeting  closed  with 
a  very  informative  talk  by  Dr.  Paul 
Morton  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 


Cult  growth,  church  membership 
decline,  and  Christian  faithfulness 
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Evidence  is  mounting  that  established 
churches  have  played  at  least  an  indirect 
role  in  the  growth  and  proliferation  of 
religious  cults  in  the  U.S.  It  is  a  role  with 
which  most  Christians  appear  not  yet  to 
have  come  to  terms. 

A  recent  study  by  Dr.  Rodney  Stark,  a 
University  of  Washington  sociologist,  has 
shown  that  cults  tend  to  thrive  in  areas 
where  established  churches  are  weakest 
isee  news  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 
California,  for  example,  which  ranks 
46th  in  church  membership,  has  the  third 
highest  number  of  cults  per  million 
residents  in  the  U.S. 

These  findings  have  led  Dr.  Stark  to 
conclude  that  weak  and  declining 
churches  create  a  “market  opportunity” 
for  all  kinds  of  “new  religions.”  His 
research  adds  to  a  grow  ing  list  of  reasons 
why  the  decline  in  church  membership 
among  most  "mainline”  Protestant 
denominations,  including  our  own, 
cannot  properly  be  a  matter  of 
indifference.  It  also  dispels  the 
contention  by  many  persons  that  church 
membership  declines  are  simply  the 
result  of  people  becoming  “less 
religious”  or  no  longer  having  an  interest 
in  organized  religion. 

In  fact.  Dr.  Stark's  research  provides 
compelling  re-enforcement  for  the  belief 
that  people  have  an  inherent  need  for 
religious  experience,  as  surely  as  we 
have  a  need  for  food  and  water.  For  this 
need  to  be  met,  persons  must  minimally 
develop  (l)a  belief  system  which  is 
deemed  to  be  true  because  it  is  rooted  in 
Ultimate  Reality  (God);  and  (2)  a 
community  of  people  who  share  a  similar 
religious  outlook  and  with  whom  one  can 
join  in  acting  out  one’s  faith. 

Dr.  Stark's  studies  clearly  suggest  that 
the  human  need  for  religious  experience 
will  be  met  —  if  not  by  the  church,  then 
by  someone  else.  That  “someone  else" 
may  not  be  another  Christian  group  or 
institution,  but  a  Unification  Church,  a 


People’s  Temple,  Transcendental 
Meditation,  a  cult  of  astrology,  or  any  of 
some  1,500  to  3,000  other  religious  cults 
and  sects  now  existing  in  the  U.S.  Even 
though  many  of  these  groups  teach 
values  and  perspectives  that  are  in  basic 
conflict  with  Christian  truth,  persons 
with  unmet  religious  needs  are 
vulnerable  to  their  passionately  stated 
claims  of  “truth"  and  their  promises  of 
friendship. 

On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  Stark's 
research  revealed  that  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  such  groups  having  much 
appeal  or  success  when  the  church  is 
effectively  carrying  out  its  mission. 
Where  the  Christian  gospel  is  proclaimed 
with  conviction  and  concern  for  the 
hearer,  people’s  needs  for  communion 
with  God  and  with  one  another  are  met 
more  fully  than  by  any  other  way.  As 
more  people  respond  in  faith,  the 
Christian  community  grows  both  in 
strength  and  in  the  faithfulness  of  its 
witness. 

Against  the  backdrop  of  these  facts  and 
conclusions,  we  wonder  how  anyone  can 
fail  to  be  concerned  about  the 
relationship  between  declining  church 
membership  and  growing  membership 
in  non-christian  religious  cults.  We 
regard  this  connection  as  a  problem  of 
utmost  seriousness  which  we  as 
Christians  dare  not  continue  to  ignore. 
The  problem  is  much  more  than  a 
“numbers  game”  or  a  matter  of  seeking 
denominational  growth  for  its  own  sake. 
Rather,  it  is  a  matter  of  how  faithfully  we 
will  respond  to  the  call  of  Christ  to  reach 
out  and  share  the  opportunities  of 
Christian  discipleship  with  others. 

Surely  we  will  not  have  to  wait  for 
another  Jonestown,  or  experience  the 
"loss”  of  our  own  children  to  some  alien 
cult,  before  we  become  diligent —  both  as 
individuals  and  as  congregations  —  in 
looking  for  ways  to  offer  authentic  faith 
in  persuasive  ways  to  persons  in  every 
condition  and  every  walk  of  life. 


Here  I  Stand 

Christians  should  expect  proponents 
of  the  6 new  morality’ to  heed  the  facts 


SOMETIMES  I 
7H/NK  VUE  LOST 
AN  OAR 


By  PAUL  H.  WRAGG 

There  are  two  kinds  of  psychologists/ 
sociologists/educators.  The  first  are 
scientists  who  rely  on  careful  scholarship 
and  research.  The  second  are  theorists. 
At  best,  theorists  seek  to  explain  human 
behavior  and  society  and,  at  worst,  they 
are  little  more  than  propagandists  for 
pet  points  of  view. 

Hardly  a  day  goes  by  that  one  of  the 
latter  type  doesn't  hit  the  media  with 
some  whiz-bang  new  pronouncement, 
often  in  stark  contradiction  of  historic 
Christian  teaching.  An  example  are  the 
many  pronouncements  approving  of  the 
“new  morality.”  Such  “new  morality”  is 
defended  on  the  grounds  of  “openness” 
or  “authenticity’’  or  some  such 
justification. 

What  are  the  facts  painstakingly 
gleaned  by  empirical  social  scientists? 
What  are  the  theories  of  those  respected 
by  their  scholarly  peers?  Let’s  examine 
some  findings. 

The  Swedish  model  of  sex  education 
has  been  held  up  as  a  model  and  is  widely 
copied  in  growing  programs  in  the 
United  States,  many  with  federal 
support.  Since  this  most  extensive  and 
thorough  sex  education  program  had  as 
its  goals  reducing  illegitimacy  and 


disease,  we  might  examine  what  has 
happened  in  Sweden.  The  illegitimacy 
rate  has  increased  by  45  per  cent  now 
accounting  for  33  per  cent  of  all  live 
births,  with  half  of  adolescent 
pregnancies  terminated  by  abortion. 
Venereal  disease  is  epidemic.  The 
divorce  rate  has  tripled  and  the 
marriage  rate  is  declining.  These  are 
facts,  not  propaganda.  There  are  strong 
indications  the  United  States  is  reaping 
the  same  “benefits”  from  this  style  of 
sex  education.  The  number  of  sexually 
active  adolescents  is  climbing 
dramatically.  There  is  a  drop  from  25  per 
cent  to  19  per  cent  in  the  use  of 
contraceptives.  Abortion  has  accounted 
for  the  destruction  of  millions  of  potential 
human  beings.  Approximately  20,000,000 
Americans,  mostly  young,  are  infected 
with  highly  contagious  and  incurable 
herpes.  These  too  are  facts. 

Dehumanizing  views  presented 

While  many  Christians  stand  idly  by, 
people  like  William  J.  Bennett,  Director 
of  the  National  Humanities  Center  at  the 
Research  Triangle  Park,  North  Carolina 
in  the  winter  issue  of  “American 
Educator”  analyzes  the  moral  positions 
of  SEICUS,  Planned  Parenthood,  and 


My  Witness 

Providing  encouragement  to  others,  in 
the  manner  of  Barnabas,  is  important  role 


By  J.  ROLAND  COLE 
Saying  what  we  "do  like”  and  “would 
like”  —  rather  than  what  we  “don’t  like” 
—  is  very  important,  uplifting, 
upbuilding.  I  wonder  why  we  Christians 
don’t  make  it  a  life-style?  Encourage¬ 
ment  is  so  wonderfully  life-enhancing. 
Saying  what  we  “don’t  like,”  on  the 


other  hand,  often  makes  people  feel 
judged  or  condemned  or  rejected.  “Don’t 
likes”  tend  to  hurt  feelings,  kill  joy,  block 
forward  movement,  undercut  confidence 
and  positive  efforts,  lower  self-esteem, 
morale,  and  energy,  and  create  extra 
and  undesirable  problems.  Few  things 
would  do  as  much  to  strengthen 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

UMs  are  called  to  set  church  on  Godly  course 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  responding  to  the  article 
headlined  “Colorado  congregation  raps 
bishop;  Wheatley  rejects  call  to  step 
down”  (UMR,  Jan.  28).  Bishop  Wheatley 
is  correct  in  stating  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  cannot  back  away  from  the 
tough  issues,  especially  one  as  tough  as 
homosexuality  and  the  broader  topic  of 
sexual  immorality. 

Since  he  is  a  minister  of  long  service 
and  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  take  a  stand, 

I  prefer  to  believe  that  this  is  the  Spirit’s 
way  of  focusing  the  church’s  attention  on 
a  problem  within  the  church.  It  is  a  warn¬ 
ing  and  a  call  to  God’s  people  within  the 
church  to  take  a  stand  and  be  measured 
by  the  principles  that  God  has  set  for  us. 

Since  the  Judicial  Council  has  cleared 
Bishop  Wheatley  of  any  violation  of 
temporal  church  law,  he  must  now  stand 
before  God’s  eternal  law.  Likewise  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  whole  must  account  before 
God  for  its  present  and  future  positions. 

God  clearly  hates  sexual  immorality. 
He  destroyed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
because  of  it.  He  destroyed  the  Canaanites 
and  Israel’s  neighbors  because  of  it.  He 
severely  chastened  Israel  several  times 
for  it.  If  the  church  condones  sexual  im¬ 
morality,  it  can  expect  God’s  chastening, 
perhaps  even  destruction. 

The  church  is  a  group  of  like-minded 
people,  and  while  God  will  chasten  the 
temporal  church  as  a  whole,  we  must 
each  individually  account  for  our 
position  before  God.  Therefore,  this  is  a 
call  to  the  individuals  in  the  church  to 
stand  up  and  be  counted,  rout  out  that 
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which  is  corrupt  or  depart  from  a  defiled 
organization.  Those  who  feel  some  bond 
to  United  Methodism  must  stand  up  and 
set  the  church  on  a  godly  course  or  God 
will  chasten  the  church  and,  if  necessary, 
allow  it  to  destroy  itself. 

I  applaud  the  First  UMC  of  Colorado 
Springs  for  taking  a  stand.  Let  us  hear 
from  some  other  congregations.  Perhaps 
the  church  hierarchy  needs  a  clearer 
message  from  the  grass  roots. 

Victor  Schmidt 
Houston,  Texas 

Bishop  defended  against 
Colorado  Springs  action 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Wheatley  is  most  insightful  in 
describing  the  connection  between  the 
vicious  personal  attack  against  him  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Colorado  Springs 
Church  and  the  traditional  treatment  of 
gay  and  lesbian  persons  throughout  the 
church.  Few  heterosexual  persons  have 
experienced  the  depth  of  self-righteous 
hate  that  church  people  have  directed 
towards  gay  persons  as  Bishop  Wheatley 
has  recently. 

What  is  amazing  is  that  any  gay  or 
lesbian  person  would  want  to  stay  in  the 
church  at  all!  Not  only  have  they  been 
accused  of  being  of  the  devil,  rejected 
totally  by  God,  not  deserving  housing, 
jobs  or  civil  rights,  and  given  impossible 
advice  of  not  having  any  emotional  or  ro¬ 
mantic  attachments,  but  they  have  been 
told  to  become  invisible  so  the  church  does 
not  have  to  deal  with  their  existence. 

There  is  no  human  reason  to  stay  in 
such  a  church  as  portrayed  by  the 
Colorado  Springs  resolution.  Thousands 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians  leave  the  church 
with  incredibly  deep  scars  due  to 
attitudes  expressed  by  these  actions.  The 
desire  to  stay  in  the  church  in  spite  of  all 
this  is  a  demonstration  of  the  incredible 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  draw  men  and 
women  to  God  in  spite  of  even  the  most 
self-righteous  humans. 

If  the  dissenting  voices  in  Colorado 
Springs  should  be  successful  in 
convincing  Bishop  Wheatley  to  abandon 
his  courageous  position,  would  they  also 
be  willing  to  accept  the  responsibility  for 
the  loss  of  souls  who  they  drive  from  the 
means  of  grace  by  judging  them  as 
unacceptable  to  God? 

J.  Thomas  Larson 
Hollywood,  California 

Ordain  homosexuals 
to  special  ministry 

To  the  Editor : 

Has  it  not  occurred  to  the  bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  (see  UMR,  Feb.  4),  or 
anyone  else  in  the  power  structure  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  that 
homosexuals  might  be  ordained  to 
minister  to  other  homosexuals  who  have 
very  special  needs  and  problems? 

I  think  it  would  be  a  tremendous 
Christian  act  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  as  a  mainline  church  —  to 
provide  this  special  ministry  and  to  deal 
with  the  homosexual  community  in  a 
positive  rather  than  negative  way  or  as  is 
presently  the  case. 

I  have  been  proud  to  be  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  because  I've  always  felt  this 
particular  denomination  has  been  in 
“tune  with  the  times”  and  even,  often, 
ahead  of  them.  Let’s  not  change  that 
wonderful  tradition. 

We  have  interpreters  for  the  deaf  in 
our  church  services,  don't  we?  And  don’t 
we  have  cassettes  of  services  for  the 
blind  and  shut-ins?  Our  buildings  are 
increasingly  accessible  to  the 


handicapped  persons,  aren’t  they?  All 
God’s  people,  including  homosexuals, 
are  different,  but  we  should  accept  them 
just  as  they  are. 

Nancy  L.  Blomquist 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

Church  should  preclude 

homosexual  ordination 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  most  grateful  for  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  It  should  be  read  by 
every  United  Methodist. 

As  for  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr. 
and  his  appointment  of  a  self-avowed 
homosexual  minister  to  serve  within  the 
framework  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  if  the  next  General  Conference 
sides  with  Bishop  Wheatley  and  does  not 
close  the  door  to  self-a vowed  homosexuals 
being  ministers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  look  for  not  only  a  drastic  decline 
in  the  number  of  persons  joining  our 
church,  but  also  a  tragic  loss  of  many 
of  our  present  members  to  other  denomi¬ 
nations! 

Compassion  for  persons;  YES! 
Accepting  their  style  of  life  when  it  is 
contrary  to  our  very  physical  make-up, 
to  common  sense,  and  scripture ;  NO ! 

Raymond  E.  Pierson 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

‘60  Minutes’  defended, 
Armstrong  called  evasive 

To  the  Editor: 

With  regard  to  the  “60  Minutes” 
program  devoted  to  the  matter  of  funds 
donated  by  United  Methodists  allegedly 
filtering  through  the  NCC  and  the  WCC  to 
communist  and  socialist  political 
groups:  I  was  appalled  at  the  performance 
of  Bishop  James  Armstrong  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  28).  He  was  evasive,  irritable  and 
rude.  Worst  of  all,  he  was  not  prepared  — 
certainly  not  informed.  He  came  across 
very  poorly,  embarrassing  himself  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  us. 

The  questioning  was  not  hostile.  The 
interviewer,  Morley  Safer,  anyway,  was 
doing  his  job.  He  asked  only  the  questions 
that  you  or  I  might  ask.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  as  United  Methodists  have  a 
right  to  expect  our  spokesmen  and  women 
to  be  able  to  speak  to  these  matters  in  a 
reasonable,  polite,  intelligent  manner. 

Bishop  Armstrong  owes  us  all, 
including  Mr.  Safer,  a  public  apology  and 
a  better  explanation  of  these  matters. 

Judith  R.  Sedlak 
South  Euclid,  Ohio 
‘Peppy’  worship  isn’t 
only  way  to  do  evangelism 

To  the  Editor: 

Predictably,  as  reported  in  the  article 
headlined  "Evangelism  leaders  stress 
worship”  (UMR,  Jan.  14),  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Evangelism 
advocated  services  of  worship  in  which 
“high  church”  music  is  set  aside  and 
worshippers  are  encouraged  to  “cut 
loose”  with  shouting  and  clapping.  Why 
is  it  almost  invariably  assumed  that  only 
in  this  type  of  worship  experience  can  the 
task  of  evangelism  be  carried  out? 

Personally,  I  appreciate  “high 
church”  music  and  find  myself  ushered 
into  the  presence  of  God  through  a 
service  characterized  by  reverence  and 
quiet  dignity.  There  are  many  people 
who  prefer  a  stately  Bach  chorale  to  a 
peppy  Gospel  chorus  and  who  choose  to 
worship  in  an  atmosphere  of  calm  and 
quiet  that  is  conducive  to  personal 
communion  with  God  and  serious 
reflection  upon  the  proclamation  of  the 
Word.  Aren’t  we  interested  in 
evangelizing  these  people? 


It  has  been  my  experience  that  in 
many  communities  it  is  only  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  that  such  a  service 
is  offered.  Certainly  we  want  the  church 
to  be  an  inclusive  fellowship,  but  in  our 
zeal  to  attract  the  masses,  let’s  not  forget 
the  spiritual  needs  of  those  who  love  the 
music  of  the  masters  and  are  turned 
away  by  a  display  of  emotion  they  regard 
as  more  appropriate  at  a  football  game 
than  a  service  of  worship. 

Robert  A.  Hayes 
Pearisburg,  Virginia 

Letters  policy  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  cannot  imagine  why  Eric  B.  Gardell 
would  believe  it  would  prove 
communistic  leanings  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  if  you  failed  to  print 
his  letter  (see  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
UMR,  Jan.  28).  You  have  printed  many 
similar  letters  in  recent  months.  In  each 
one  the  writer  seems  to  suggest  there  is 
safety  in  stockpiling  more  overkill 
weapons.  This  is  a  position  I  have  never 
been  able  to  understand. 

I  too  am  apprehensive  about  nuclear 
freeze,  but  only  because  it  is  a  matter  of 
too  little  too  late.  What  was  really  needed 
was  a  nuclear  ban  thirty  years  ago. 

The  Reporter  is  always  extremely 
open  in  printing  letters  presenting 
various  viewpoints  of  issues  whether  it  is 
nuclear  defense,  homosexuality,  or  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  I  appre¬ 
ciate  the  opportunity  to  read  all  of  them. 

Martha  Scaff 
Mason  City,  Illinois 

Union  vote  at  BGM 
perplexes  reader 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  perplexed  by  the  recent  news  of 
the  vote  by  staff  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  organize  and  affiliate  with 
the  United  Auto  Workers.  No  group 
within  the  church  has  lifted  up  the  theme 
of  reconciliation  as  basic  to  the  Christian 
faith  more  frequently,  but  now  it  appears 
that  something  is  amiss  in  relationships 
within  the  board.  I  am  disturbed  that  it 
has  been  thought  necessary  to  turn  to  a 
secular  body  in  what  seems  clearly 
against  New  Testament  directives  (I 
Cor.  6:1-8). 

This  is  not  intended  as  much  as  a  com¬ 
plaints  as  it  is  a  request  for  some  journal¬ 
istic  investigation.  What  is  the  problem 
and  what  is  being  done  to  correct  it? 

Howard  Reynolds 
Ashland,  Kentucky 
End  th  e  controversy: 
publish  church  budget 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  and  seen  most  of  the 
articles  concerning  the  “Reader’s 
Digest”  and  “60  Minutes”  on  the  subject 
of  NCC  and  WCC. 

The  answer  is  to  publish  the  budget  in 
the  Reporter.  If  our  organization  has 
become  an  unmanageable  bureaucracy 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  publish  a  budget, 
then  we  need  to  reevaluate  the  system. 

I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  publish  the 
annual  budget  of  the  district  offices  on 
up.  I  suspect  people,  struggling  to  give  a 
small  amount  of  money,  would  be  in  for  a 
surprise. 

Also,  I  have  read  parts  of  the 
“Reader's  Digest”  Bible  and  find  it  easy 
to  read  and  useful.  In  fact,  it  is  easier  to 
read  and  understand  than  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Sunday  School  material.  Much  of 
our  Sunday  School  material  has  a  “fog 
index"  on  par  with  a  scientific  journal. 

Edward  L.  Fleming 
Altamont,  Kansas 


marriages,  enhance  the  quality  of 
parent-child  relationships,  and  make  the 
Christian  witness  of  our  churches  more 
effective,  as  our  remembering  to  say 
what  we  “do  like”  (Praise  the 
praiseworthy,  enhance  self-esteem, 
acknowledge  the  person!)  and  to  ask 
positively  for  what  we  “would  like”  in 
love. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  illustration  of  the 
importance  of  encouragement  is  the  life 
and  influence  of  Joseph  whom  the  early 
church  nick-named  “the  Encourager.” 
This  “Barnabas”  (“Son  of  Encourage¬ 
ment”)  sold  a  field  and  gave  the  full  pur¬ 
chase  price  to  the  church  for  its  survival 
and  its  ministry  to  the  poor  (see  Acts 
4:32-37;  9:22-29;  15:25-4D.  In  Jerusalem, 
he  stood  up  for  Paul  when  the  Apostles 
would  not  trust  the  man  who  had  been 
arresting,  beating,  imprisoning  and 
killing  Christians.  He  encouraged  Paul, 
and  encouraged  the  church  to  trust  Paul’s 
transformation,  good  will,  and  gifts. 

After  that,  “Barnabas"  and  Paul  built 
up  and  encouraged  the  church  in  Antioch 
where  followers  of  the  Way  were  first 
called  “Christians.”  That  church  sent 
Barnabas,  along  with  Paul  and  young 
John  Mark,  on  the  first  great  missionary 
journey.  They  established  and  encour¬ 
aged  churches  among  the  gentiles  (non- 
Jews)  all  along  the  way. 

Barnabas  stood  up  for  Mark  when 
Paul,  angry  because  Mark  had 
abandoned  them  on  the  first  journey, 
refused  to  trust  him  and  let  him  go  on  the 
second  great  missionary  journey. 
Following  a  hot  discussion,  they  split. 
Barnabas  continued  to  stand  up  for 
Mark.  When  Paul  chose  Silas,  Barnabas 
took  young  Mark  with  him  to  Cyprus; 
there  they  “encouraged”  a  church  that 
later  became  a  strong  center  of  Christian 
influence. 

Barnabas  was  also  there  with  his 
support  when  Paul  stood  up  for  Christian 
freedom  for  the  gentiles.  Peter  backslid 
on  issues  like  circumcision,  table 
fellowship  with  non-Jews,  the  Law  on 
food,  etc.;  they  carried  the  day  and  won 
the  Apostles’  and  the  early  church’s 
approval.  In  Christ  there  was  “neither 
Greek  or  Jew,  slave  or  free,  male  or 
female.”  Response  to  the  Gospel  and 
participation  in  the  church  was  not  to  be 
limited  by  racial,  Jewish  religious  or 
other  barriers;  one  didn’t  have  to 
become  a  Jew  in  order  to  become  a 
Christian!  I  believe  that  you  and  I  are 
Christians  because  of  Barnabas’ 
encouragement. 

Because  of  Barnabas’  encouragement 
Paul  was  accepted,  trusted,  and  he 
became  the  great  “Apostle  to  the 
Gentiles”;  his  letters  to  the  churches  are 
some  of  the  most  inspired  and  influential 
writings  in  the  New  Testament. 

Encouragement  kept  Christianity  from 
reverting  to  a  narrow  Jewish  sect. 

Encouragement  saved  Mark  from 
failure  to  great  service  for  God’s 
Kingdom. 

bee  what  encouragement  can  do?' 
See  what  encouragement  did? ! 

I  would  like,  one  day,  to  be  worthy  of 
membership  in  a  “Society  of  Barnabas.” 

I  would  like  to  be  and  I  intend  to  be.  How 
about  you? 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  J. 
Roland  Cole,  is  pastor  of  the  First  UMC 
in  Weimar,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference). 


TRINITY 


other  groups.  He  points  out  they  present 
an  inaccurate,  dishonest,  dehumanizing 
view  of  sex.  He  likens  their  stand  to 
ancient  Greek  Gnosticism,  “Sex  in  any 
form,  at  any  time,  but  never  for 
procreation”  (p.  2D.  Only  getting 
pregnant  or  VD  are  “sins.  ’  ’ 

As  Christians  we  have  a  long  tradition 
of  affirming  sexual  chastity  and  fidelity. 
It  is  part  of  the  Ten  Commandments  and 
was  affirmed  by  the  New  Testament 
Church  at  the  Jerusalem  Council.  John 
Wesley  termed  those  who  advocated  or 
practiced  sexual  promiscuity  as  “the 
first-born  children  of  Satan!"  (Works, 
VolII.p.  11.). 

For  those  who  feel  old-fashioned 
quoting  the  Bible  or  Wesley,  we  do  not 
have  to  look  far  for  solid  scholarly 
empirical  research  documenting  the 
validity  of  the  Biblical  view.  Peter 
Berger,  one  of  the  most  respected  social 
theorists  of  our  day,  points  out  that 
society  develops  moral/sacred  codes  in 
order  to  survive  both  as  a  society  and  as 
individuals.  He  terms  those  alienated 
from  these  codes  as  alienated  from  their 
own  humanity.  What  are  the  facts  of  the 
"new  morality?” 

1.  Sexual  chastity  and  fidelity  are  vital 
to  human  community.  Community 
cannot  exist  where  everyone  is  chasing 
everyone  else’s  mate.  In  spite  of 
“enlightened”  views  of  sex,  divorced 
from  love  and  commitment,  people 
persist  in  falling  in  love,  getting  jealous, 
and  seeking  to  protect  their  love 
relationships.  Sex  is  a  complex  physical- 
emotional  matter,  not  just  a  matter  of 
hedonistic  pleasure.  Any  good 
psychologist  knows  that. 

2.  Sexual  chastity  and  fidelity  are  vital 
to  continuation  of  humanity.  The  human 
infant  has  the  longest  dependency  period 
of  any  creature.  It  has  complex  physical, 
emotional,  and  learning  needs.  “Phi 
Delta  Kappa,”  the  respected  journal  of 
professional  educators,  devoted  an  entire 
issue  last  year  to  the  problems  of 
children  raised  in  single-parent  homes. 
These  children  are  accounting  for  a 
disproportionate  share  of  behavioral  and 
learning  disorders.  Again  any  psycholo¬ 
gist  knows  what  havoc  such  childhood 
conditions  wreak  on  adult  lives. 

3.  Sexual  chastity  and  fidelity  are  vital 
to  respect  for  persons.  People  are 
involved  in  sex,  not  just  bodies.  Even 
many  secularists  seem  to  recognize  that. 
If  we  are  interested  in  the  concept  of 
genuine  respect  for  each  other,  it 
precludes  using  each  other  for  selfish 
pleasure. 

Abortion:  a  related  issue 

4.  A  related  issue  in  respect  for  human 
life  concerns  abortion.  We  are  told  that  a 
fetus  is  not  a  human  being.  Science  tells 
us  otherwise.  From  the  moment  of 
conception  the  fetus  is  living  and  it  is  a 
unique  human  creature,  dependent  on  its 
mother,  but  totally  separate  from  her. 
The  arguments  that  the  fetus  is  not  a 
person  are  reminiscent  of  the  same  type 
of  arguments  about  blacks,  Indians,  and 
Jews  used  by  those  who  oppressed  and 
murdered  them  with  impunity.  We  can 
only  speculate  what  kind  of  society  will 
result  when  human  life  is  so  easily 
destroyed  for  the  sake  of  convenience, 
economic  contingencies  or  to  rectify  an 
“error  of  judgment”  in  the  words  of 
contemporary  sex  educators. 

5.  Sexual  chastity  and  fidelity  is  vital 
to  physical  health.  Incurable  VD  is  a  sad 
fact  of  life  for  millions.  Sexual  activity  of 
adolescent  women  has  dramatically 
increased  the  cervical  cancer  rate  of 
young  women,  and  has  caused  sterility  in 
hundreds  of  thousands  when  they  were 
too  young  to  realize  what  a  price  they 
were  paying  for  “openness  and 
authenticity.” 

Jesus  said,  “You  shall  know  the  truth 
and  the  truth  shall  set  you  free.”  It  is  my 
experience  that  the  truth  about  God  and 
His  will  coincides  with  the  findings  of 
respected  social  scientists.  We  should 
demand  that  the  propagandists  who 
identify  themselves  as  psychologists/ 
sociologists/educators  show  us  the  facts, 
the  truth  behind  their  pronouncements. 
I  have  only  discussed  the  so-called  “new 
morality.”  The  same  is  true  for  child 
rearing  practices,  educational  theories, 
psychotherapeutic  methods  and  a  host  of 
other  areas.  As  Christians  who  prize  truth 
and  as  Wesleyans  who  prize  good  scholar¬ 
ship,  the  time  has  come  to  demand  a  little 
of  both  from  the  ideologues  and  propa¬ 
gandists. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor  is  Paul  H. 
Wragg,  a  retired  Air  Force  chaplain  and 
member  of  the  Florida  Annual  Confet- 
ence  who  resides  in  Tallahassee. 
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Homeless  shelter  from  capital  blizzard 

WASHINGTON  —  Two  homeless  men  huddle  against  the  cold  and  snow  on  a  heat  vent  near  the  White  House  on 
Feb.  11,  during  a  blizzard  —  the  greatest  in  36  years  —  which  struck  the  east  coast.  Thousands  of  motorists  were 
stranded  and  abandoned  their  cars  on  main  highways  in  the  region,  while  air  and  rail  transportation  came  to  a 
virtual  halt.  religious  newsservice  photo 


Minnesotans  offer  shelter 


‘Sanctuary  sites’  provided 
to  Latin  American  refugees 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  Support  for  the 
development  of  “sanctuary  sites”  for  El 
Salvador  and  Guatemala  refugees  was 
voted  Jan.  21  by  the  Minnesota  United 
Methodist  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

According  to  the  Minnesota  edition  of 
the  Reporter,  the  board’s  action  followed 
presentations  by  a  Salvadoran  refugee, 
Rene  Hurtado  (an  alias  used  to  protect 
his  family  in  El  Salvador),  and  by  the 
board’s  Human  Rights  Committee, 
which  had  received  requests  for  support 
from  the  St.  Luke  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Wayzata  and  the  Refugee  Sanctuary 
Coalition  in  Minneapolis. 

The  resolution  not  only  supports  the  St. 
Luke  Presbyterian  Church’s  provision  of 
a  safe  place  but  also  "supports  United 
Methodist  Churches  and  individuals  who 
develop  similar  sanctuary  sites.” 

Sanctuary  support  a  protest 

The  resolution  includes  an  expression 
of  opposition  to  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Services  application  of 
the  law  regarding  the  granting  of 
political  asylum  which  results  in  the 
deportation  of  persons  seeking  refuge  in 
this  country. 

Mr.  Hurtado,  who  lives  under 
sanctuary  provided  by  St.  Luke’s,  said  he 
applied  for  political  asylum  but  was 
denied.  He  said  that  of  over  15,000 
asylum  applications  by  Salvadoran 
refugees  in  the  U.S.  during  the  last  two 
years,  only  seven  have  been  granted.  Mr. 
Hurtado  said  he  believed  he  was  eligible 
under  a  1980  U.S.  law  which  defines  a 
refugee  as  anyone  unwilling  to  return  to 
his  or  her  country  “because  of 
persecution  or  a  well-founded  fear  of 
persecution  on  account  of  race,  religion, 
nationality,  membership  in  a  particular 
social  group,  or  political  opinion.”  He 
was  a  member  of  the  El  Salvador 
military  forces  for  more  than  six  years 
until  he  fled  six  months  ago. 

According  to  a  recent  report  by  the 
Church  World  Service  Immigration  and 


Refugee  Program,  one  out  of  every  nine 
citizens  of  El  Salvador  now  live  in  the 
U.S.  Some  300,000  El  Salvadorans  and 
Guatemalans  have  fled  to  the  United 
States  in  the  past  three  years,  according 
to  widely  accepted  estimates,  but  each 
month  about  1,000  are  rounded  up  by 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
agents  and  sent  back  home,  where  they 
contend  they  face  possible  torture  or 
death. 

In  response  to  that  possibility,  a 
growing  number  of  congregations  across 
the  country  have  declared  themselves 
public  sanctuaries  and  opened  their 
doors  to  the  illegal  refugees. 

Felony  charge  possible 

This  extraordinary  action  invites  a 
possible  felony  charge  for  all  involved, 
including  members  of  the  congregations. 
But  more  churches  and  synagogues  are 
expected  to  follow,  to  protest  U.S. 
support  for  repressive  regimes  in 
Central  America. 

William  Bole,  in  a  Religious  News 
Service  story,  says,  “There  appear,  in 
fact,  to  be  more  churches  willing  to 
provide  public  sanctuary  than  there  are 
refugees  prepared  to  run  the  risks  of 
accepting  it.  That,  however,  does  not 
discourage  organizers  of  the  network, 
who  see  the  sanctuary  movement  as  a 
way  of  influencing  U.S.  foreign  policy 
toward  the  region  and  perhaps  changing 
the  laws  invoked  here  against  refugees 
fleeing  the  conflict  there." 

Biblical  basis  cited 

Churches  have  customarily  been  a 
sanctuary  and  a  holy,  sanctified  place 
where  God’s  law  was  higher  than  the 
civil  law.  This  tradition  is  traced  to  the 
time  of  Moses  when  the  Hebrews  created 
cities  of  refuge  to  protect  strangers 
fleeing  persecution. 

Included  among  historical  examples  of 
sanctuary  movements  in  the  U.S.  are: 
the  underground  railroad  for  fugitive 
black  slaves  during  the  1850’s  and  church 
shelters  for  draft  resisters  and  militarv 


deserters  in  the  Vietnam  War  era.  In 
earlier  times,  colonial  churches  foiled  an 
attempt  by  English  authorities  to 
capture  those  who  were  said  to  have 
signed  the  death  warrant  of  Charles  I. 

Promoters  of  the  sanctuary  concept 
are  quick  to  remind  doubters  that  the 
U.S.  has  historically  been  a  sanctuary  for 
strangers  —  as  witnessed  by  the  words  of 
welcome  to  newcomers  on  the  Statue  of 
Liberty:  “Give  me  your  tired.  .  .huddled 
masses.  . 

Among  Catholics,  the  principle  of 
sanctuary  remains  a  part  of  canon  law, 
which  states:  “A  Church  enjoys  the  right 
of  asylum  so  that  criminals  who  flee 
to  it  are  not  to  be  removed  from  it, 
except  in  case  of  necessity,  without  the 
assist  of  the  ordinary  or  the  rector  of  the 
church.”  Thus,  when  Milwaukee 
Archbishop  Rembert  Weakland 
welcomed  four  refugee  families  into  St. 
Benedict  the  Moor  Church  in  December, 
he  said  he  was  only  obeying  the  law  of  his 
church.  “Sanctuary  is  not  really  a  way  of 
avoiding  justice,”  Bishop  Weakland 
declared,  “but  a  holy  respite  so  that  true 
justice  can  eventually  be  done.” 

Immigration  officials  in  Washington 
say  they  do  not  consider  the  church 
sanctuary  network  a  smuggling  ring  and 
that  they  have  no  intention  of  raiding 
churches  for  refugees.  Typical  of  the  top- 
level  agency  attitude  was  a  remark  by 
Bill  Joyce,  the  Immigration  Service’s 
assistant  general  counsel,  who  told  inter¬ 
viewers,  “We’re  not  about  to  send  investi¬ 
gators  into  a  church  and  start  dragging 
people  out  in  front  of  TV  cameras. 

“We'll  just  wait  them  out  .  .  .  This  is 
just  a  political  thing  dreamed  up  by  the 
churches  to  get  publicity  ...  If  we 
thought  it  was  a  significant  problem, 
then  maybe  we’d  look  at  it.  But  there  are 
plenty  of  illegal  aliens  out  there.” 

The  refugees  are  illegal  because  they 
have  been  designated  by  the  State 
Department  as  “economic  refugees," 
rather  than  political  refugees.  By  law, 
temporary  asylum  status  is  granted  to 
political  refugees  only. 


Science  and  religion : 

Nobel-winning  scientist,  theologian  agree 
two  disciplines  need  not  be  opponents 


By  JENNIFER  BOETH 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

DALLAS  —  Must  science  and  religion 
always  end  up  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
fence?  Sir  John  Eccles,  a  Nobel  prize- 
winning  neurophysiologist,  thinks  not. 
Dr.  Albert  Outler,  professor  emeritus  at 
SMU’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
agrees. 

Sir  John  and  Dr.  Outler  spoke  at  the 
University  of  Texas  Health  Science 
Center  here  at  the  last  in  a  series  of 
programs  on  “The  Convergences  of 
Science  and  Religion.”  The  series  was 
sponsored  by  the  Isthmus  Institute  and 
the  Department  of  Psychiatry  at  the 
University  of  Texas  Health  Science 
Center. 

Brain  research  confirms  divine 

Sir  John  described  his  research  into 
the  interaction  of  the  mind  and  the  brain, 
work  that  has  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
that  human  beings  are  divine  creations 
possessing  free  will.  Sir  John,  who  won 
the  1963  Nobel  prize  in  medicine  and 
physiology  for  his  work  on  the  chemical 
ways  instructions  are  transmitted  by 
nerve  cells,  told  the  1,000  people  gathered 
at  the  Dallas  meeting  that  recent 
research  into  the  physiology  of 
movement  has  provided  empirical 
evidence  of  free  will. 

He  described  experiments  that  demon¬ 
strate  that  a  part  of  the  brain  called  the 
supplementary  motor  area  is  the  place 
where  all  voluntary  action  begins.  “The 
whole  firing  mechanism  (of  nerve  cells) 
must  start  there,”  he  said.  “The  supple¬ 
mentary  motor  area  is  fired  by  intention. 
The  mind  is  working  on  the  brain  in  the 
supplementary  motor  area .  ’  ’ 

In  other  words,  you  have  the  mental 
ability  to  decide  to  act,  he  said. 

“If  you  can  do  it  on  an  elementary  level 
—  moving  a  finger  —  it  follows  that  you 
can  do  it  on  the  more  complex  levels  of 


human  action  and  interaction.” 

“If  we  have  free  will,  we  have  moral 
responsibility  for  what  we  choose  to  do,” 
Sir  John  went  on  to  say. 

Sir  John  Eccles  said  he  sees  nothing 
antithetical  in  science  and  religion. 
“Science  and  religion  are  very  much 
alike.  Both  are  imaginative  and  creative 
aspects  of  the  human  mind.  The 
appearance  of  conflict  is  a  result  of 
ignorance.” 

He  pointed  to  the  creation  question  as 
an  example.  The  early  Christian  church 
said  that  the  origin  of  the  human  body 
must  be  in  “other  living  matter,”  and 
there  is  nothing  in  that  to  conflict  with 
theories  of  evolution,  the  Nobel  laureate 
said.  On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  “The 
creation  of  the  soul  as  a  divine  act  cannot 
be  denied  by  science.  It’s  entirely  outside 
the  role  of  science.” 

Dr.  Albert  Outler  praised  Sir  John 


Eccles  for  offering  what  he  called  “an 
alternative  to  the  mechanistic  and  re¬ 
ductionist  traditions,  the  customary 
scientific  world  view.”  Sir  John  has 
“raised  the  blockades"  that  have  kept 
science  from  examining  spiritual  issues, 
the  Methodist  theologian  said. 

Alternative  view  appreciated 

“I  find  it  extremely  reassuring  to  learn 
there  is  empirical  evidence  that  human 
freedom  comes  as  standard  equipment 
on  the  human  chassis,”  Dr.  Outler 
added.  He  expressed  concern,  however, 
at  what  he  called  humankind's  “tragic 
propensi  ty  to  m  isuse  our  f  reedom 

“How  do  we  get  from  free  will  and 
moral  responsibility  in  simple 
physiological  acts  to  the  most  complex 
global  issues?”  he  asked. 

Ms.  Boeth  is  on  the  staff  of  the  Dallas 
Times  Herald. 


Reader’s  Digest  pays  NCC 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Reader’s  Digest  magazine,  a  national 
trend-setter  with  its  humor  sections 
such  as  “Life  in  these  United  States,' 
found  itself  the  object  of  some 
humorous  gibes  following  its  recent 
attack  on  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck,  editor  of 
the  Circuit  Rider  magazine  for  United 
Methodist  ministers,  said  he  had 
learned  that  the  popular  digest 
magazine  is  supporting  the  NCC. 

“It  was  tough  to  find  out,"  Mr.  Peck 
wrote.  “We  called  Reader’s  Digest  and 
asked  if  they  paid  any  royalty  to  the 
NCC  for  the  right  to  use  the  Revised 


Standard  Version  in  their  condensed 
version  of  the  Bible.  After  being 
referred  to  several  offices,  we  finally 
learned  the  cold  hard  truth.  Yes, 
Reader’s  Digest  is  giving  a  4'2  percent 
royalty  fee  on  gross  sales  of  the  edition 
to  the  NCC.  Digest  officials  refused  to 
give  figures  but  reported  sales  were 
going ‘very  nicely.’  ’’ 

The  NCC  sponsored  the  scholarship 
behind  and  publication  of  the  RSV  more 
than  30  years  ago. 

In  another  recent  publication,  one 
cartoonist  showed  a  witness  being 
sworn  into  a  court  on  a  Reader’s  Digest 
condensed  Bible.  He  asked  if  this  meant 
he  could  get  by  with  telling  only  half  the 
truth. 


Cults,  sects : 


Groups  found  strongest 
where  church  is  weakest 


WALLA  WALLA,  Wash.  (EP)  - 
Religious  cults  and  sects  will  be 
strongest  where  traditional  religions  are 
weakest,  says  University  of  Washington 
sociologist  Rodney  Stark  in  a  Religious 
News  Service  report. 

The  truth  of  that  principle  proves  itself 
on  the  West  Coast,  where  church 
membership  is  among  the  lowest  in  the 
country  and  cult  activity  high,  he  says, 
comparing  a  recent  nationwide  survey  of 
church  membership  that  ranked  the 
state  48th  with  his  own  survey  that  put 
Washington  in  11th  place  in  cult  activity. 

Participation  in  religious  sects  and 


cults  —  groups  characterized  by 
teachings  that  depart  from  the  doctrines 
of  traditional  churches  —  is  even  higher 
in  California  and  Oregon,  he  says.  While 
California  ranks  46th  in  church 
membership,  it  ranks  third  in  the 
number  of  cults  per  million  residents. 
Oregon  is  45th  in  church  membership, 
but  sixth  in  cults. 

Generally  included  in  the  grouping  of 
cults  and  sects  are  “new  religions”  such 
as  Baha’i,  transcendental  meditation, 
astrology,  and  Mormonism.  They  are 
called  “new”  because  their  teaching 
adds  to  or  replaces  the  doctrines  of  older 


People  in  the  news 


Lawmen  victims  of  tax  group 

Memorial  services  last  week  honored 
two  North  Dakota  United  Methodist 
lawmen  allegedly  killed  during  an 
ambush  in  Medina,  N.D.,  by  members  of 
“Posse  Comitatus,”  a  militant,  right- 
wing,  anti-federalist  group. 

Kenneth  B.  Muir,  53,  the  U.S.  marshal 
for  North  Dakota,  and  Robert  Cheshire, 
32,  a  deputy  marshal,  were  members 
respectively  of  First  UMC  in  Fargo,  and 
McCabe  UMC  in  Bismarck. 

“Mr.  Muir  had  just  been  named 
chairman  of  our  church’s  emergency 
food  project,”  the  Rev.  Cameron 
Johnson  told  the  Reporter.  “He  was  a 
faithful  member  of  our  church  school. 
The  congregation  has  shown  great  love 
and  concern  for  the  family”  (his  wife, 
Lois,  a  son  and  two  daughters). 

“The  Cheshires  were  counselors  for 
our  ninth-grade  youth  group,”  the  Rev. 
Robert  Paul  of  McCabe  UMC  said.  “Bob 
and  Lynn  were  also  members  of  a 


.  _ 

Robert  Cheshire  Kenneth  B.  Muir 
couple’s  group  they  helped  organize. 
Lynn  told  me  after  it  happened  that  she 
has  been  strengthened  by  the  outpouring 
of  love  from  our  congregation.”  The 
couple  had  three  small  children. 

According  to  news  reports,  Mr.  Muir 
and  Mr.  Cheshire  were  killed  while 
attempting  to  serve  a  warrant  to  a  Texas 
fugitive  for  violation  of  his  probation  on 
an  income  tax  evasion  conviction.  The 
“Posse  Comitatus”  group  reportedly 
opposes  government  taxation. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


religions,  such  as  Christianity.  Seattle 
alone  has  the  second  highest  number  of 
professional  astrologers  in  the  nation, 
Prof.  Stark  said.  And  guess  what  city 
took  first  place?  The  city  by  the  bay,  San 
Francisco. 

Prof.  Stark  said  the  popularity  of  cults 
on  the  West  Coast  (Washington,  Oregon, 
and  California)  runs  counter  to  the 
popular  sociological  notion  that  growing 
secularization  would  water  down  and 
eventually  wipe  out  religious  faith.  One 
might  think  that  new  religions  would  be 
strongest  where  the  old,  more  estab¬ 
lished  religions  are  also  strong.  The  idea 
would  be:  “You  sell  religions  to  religious 
people,  like  you  sell  books  to  readers,” 
Dr.  Stark  said.  But  the  sociology 
professor  has  found  that  the  new 
religions  flourish  where  there  is  strong 
allegiance  to  a  “no  religion"  preference. 
In  surveys,  Dr.  Stark  has  found  that 
people  who  say  they  have  no  religious 
preference  are  the  most  likely  to  believe 
in  astrology,  transcendental  meditation, 
or  spiritualism  —  communicating  with 
the  dead. 

In  addition.  West  Coast  attitudes  on  the 
importance  of  praying  or  in  general 
belief  in  God  nearly  match  national 
averages,  Dr.  Stark  said.  Instead  of 
meaning  they  have  no  religion,  these 
people  are  saying,  “I  haven’t  got  a 
standard  brand."  This  finding  surprised 
him  because  he  had  been  interpreting  the 
high  percentage  of  West  Coast  residents 
with  a  “no  religion”  preference  as  being 
non-religious.  Church  attendance  slumps 
a  lot  on  the  West  Coast,  but  nothing  else,” 
he  said.  “What  you  do  find  is  that  the 
people  who  are  unchurched  are  not 
irreligious.  That’s  what  makes  them 
available  for  some  new  kind  of  religion.” 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
and 

Cairo,  Egypt  Tour 

June  8-17,  1983 
October  12-21,  1983 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the  Garden 
Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  During  the 
stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Bethany, 
the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s  well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of 
Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our 
hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience 
one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and  NO 
EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air.  We 
like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship 
service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 


For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 


Old  bitternesses  erupt 
in  talks  on  Viet  war 


LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)  -  The 
Vietnam  War  helped  the  American 
churches  become  more  understanding  of 
the  politics  of  service,  the  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  believes. 

The  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines  was  one  of 
the  less  controversial  speakers  at  a 
consultation  on  lessons  from  the  war 
which  at  times  became  so  acrimonious 
the  New  York  Times  reported,  “Vietnam 
is  not  over.”  One  speaker,  Don  Luce, 
required  a  constant  police  bodyguard.  He 
was  whisked  from  hotel  to  hotel  after  a 
death  threat  was  overheard. 

The  four-day  conference  was 
sponsored  by  the  University  of  Southern 
California  and  its  schools  of  journalism 
and  international  relations  and  the 
Center  for  Humanities.  Participants 
included  educators,  journalists,  broad¬ 
casters,  writers,  former  military  officers 
and  government  bureaucrats,  Vietnam 
veterans  and  refugees. 

Dr.  Haines  and  the  Rev.  Paul 
McCleary,  a  United  Methodist  who  heads 
Church  World  Service  took  part  in  a  Feb. 
9  panel  on  overcoming  the  wounds  of  war 
and  rebuilding  the  society.  Other  panels 
assessed  how  the  war  affected  the 
Vietnamese  and  American  veterans. 

The  church  officials  described  the 
experience  gleaned  by  Vietnam 
Christian  Service  (VCS),  the  agency 
through  which  American  churches 
ministered  to  thousands  of  refugees  who 


moved  from  the  north  to  the  south  in  the 
early  1960s. 

For  relief  agencies  to  claim  to  be 
nonpolitical  is  “naive  and  unrealistic,” 
Dr.  Haines  told  the  conference.  He 
quoted  an  American  colonel  who 
welcomed  VCS’s  assistance  to  people  in 
the  refugee  camps  saying,  “We  are 
happy  you  are  a  part  of  the  American 
team." 

Voluntary  agencies  are  especially 
vulnerable  to  being  used  to  further 
military  goals,  he  said.  They  must  find  a 
way  to  work  on  both  sides  waging  the 
conflict.  “We  must  keep  a  separate 
identity  from  governments,"  he  said, 
“although  this  is  far  from  easy.” 

One  way  to  avoid  this  pitfall  is  to  go  in 
with  an  interim  national  staff 
representing  several  countries,  thus 
ensuring  a  greater  degree  of  acceptance 
than  an  all-American  presence. 

Using  government  money  is  another 
problem,  Dr.  Haines  said.  He  recalled 
that  VCS  at  first  refused  to  accept 
contracts  from  U.S.  AID.  Later  U.S. 
government  funding  was  accepted  but 
always  for  specific  operations.  At  no 
time  was  it  allowed  to  become  so  vital  to 
the  budget  that  a  cut  off  would  threaten 
the  life  of  the  voluntary  agency,  he  said. 

Another  important  lesson  Dr.  Haines 
drew  was  the  relation  between  binding 
up  wounds  and  seeking  to  confront  the 
causes  of  the  conflict.  “We  gave  out  food 
and  blankets,  taught  sewing  and  engine 


A  Vietnam  Christian  Service  worker  interviewed  an  elderly  refugee 
while  children  crowded  in  to  watch  during  the  war  years.  During  a  recent 
conference  on  Vietnam  United  Methodism’s  relief  chief  said  that  the 
Vietnam  war  had  helped  the  churches  better  understand  the  political 
aspects  of  relief  service. 


mechanics  courses  to  refugees,  plowed 
unexploded  grenades  out  of  farmers’ 
fields,”  he  said.  “But  the  more  we  did  of 
that,  the  more  we  knew  we  had  to  work  to 
stop  the  curse  of  the  war  itself."  Hence 
church  people  felt  compelled  to  write, 
speak,  advocate  and  witness  in  the  halls 
of  government. 


“Thanks  to  the  tragedy  of  the  Vietnam 
War,”  said  the  UMCOR  leader,  “the 
people  of  God  ask  deeper  questions 
today,  seek  to  address  deeper  causal 
concerns.” 

“Agencies  cannot  separate 
compassionate  actions  from  concern  for 
social  change  and  justice,”  he  said. 
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Candidates: 


Women  debate  choices 
for  delegates,  bishops 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  —  United  Methodist 
clergywomen  meeting  here  for  their  third 
national  consultation  (see  Reporter,  Feb. 
18)  also  caucused  in  five  regional  groups 
to  discuss  political  strategies  and  pos¬ 
sible  candidates  for  episcopal  office. 

The  caucus  meetings  were  free  to  dis¬ 
cuss  any  agendas  they  chose,  not  limited 
to  candidacies  or  elections.  The  meetings 
were  held  in  the  context  of  various  "gifts 
and  graces”  brought  to  the  ministry  by 


women  ministers  and  how  those  might 
best  apply  to  certain  leadership  positions. 

These  unofficial  reports  came  from 
those  caucus  meetings: 

•  North  Central:  This  jurisdiction 
expects  to  have  three  openings  in  its 
colleges  of  bishops  due  to  retirements  in 
1984.  Clergywomen  voted  to  work  to  fill 
all  three  positions  with  "marginal” 
persons,  defined  as  either  women  or 
ethnic  minority  persons.  The  only 
persons  identified  for  possible  support 
were  the  Rev.  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  of 


CBS  policies  cloak 
6 60  Minutes 9  sponsors 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Now  that  ”60  Minutes”  has  traded 
claims  and  counterclaims  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  would  you 
like  to  know  who  paid  CBS  to  produce  its 
Jan.  23  broadcast  which  set  off  the 
heated  exchanges? 

Specifically,  would  you  like  to  know 
who  sponsored  “60  Minutes”  that  evening? 

Sounds  easy,  doesn’t  it.  It  is  a  matter  of 
public  record,  since  it  has  already  been 
broadcast?  No,  it’s  not  —  not  unless  you 
possess  a  very  good  memory,  a  videotape 
of  the  broadcast,  or  a  lot  of  patience. 

A  Reporter  reader  called  to  say  that  he 
wanted  to  correspond  with  the  Jan.  23 
program’s  commercial  sponsors  but  he 
had  been  unsuccessful  in  securing  a  list 
of  them.  First  he  called  his  local  CBS  tele¬ 
vision  affiliate  and  was  told  they  didn’t 
have  the  information.  Then  he  called 
CBS  headquarters  in  New  York  and,  he 
said  later,  "got  the  run-around.”  He  asked 
if  the  Reporter  could  help. 

First  the  Reporter  called  the  local 
(Dallas)  CBS  affiliate.  After  some 
shuffling  of  the  call  from  one  office  to 
another  and  a  "hold”  of  several  minutes, 
we  got  most  of  the  information  (see  the 
sponsors’  list  at  the  end  of  this  article). 

But  that  was  too  easy.  What  kind  of 
response  would  we  get  from  CBS  head¬ 
quarters  in  New  York? 

The  operator  at  CBS’  main  number  in 
New  York  (212-975-4321)  transferred  us 
to  the  network  press  department. 

"We  can’t  help  you,”  said  an 
unidentified  woman  there  as  soon  as  we 
said  we  were  trying  to  verify  the  names 
of  sponsors  for  the  Jan.  23  "60  Minutes.” 
She  asked  the  CBS  operator  to  transfer 
us  to  network  sales  direct  line  212-975- 
3997. 

The  person  who  answered  there  heard 
our  query,  then  said,  “I’m  going  to 
transfer  you  to  John  Gray’s  office.”  A 
woman  at  this  office  heard  our  inquiry, 
then  said  stiffly,  "We  re  not  privileged  to 
give  that  information  out." 

"Why  not?” 

"Because  we  have  to  protect  our  ad¬ 
vertisers.  The  only  way  you  can  find  out 
who  sponsored  the  show  is  to  watch  the 
show.”  Click. 


Our  experience  with  CBS  in  New  York 
seemed  to  verify  that  of  our  inquiring 
reader.  But  because  the  Dallas  affiliate 
had  been  so  helpful  and  lacking  in  defen¬ 
siveness,  we  decided  to  make  a  few  more 
calls. 

We  called  KMOX-TV,  the  CBS  affiliate 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  A  woman  said  she  could 
list  the  local  sponsors  but  not  the 
network’s.  We  said  that  would  be  all 
right. 

"May  I  ask  who  you  are  with?”  she 
inquired.  We  told  her. 

"Sir,  hold  on,  I’m  going  to  switch  you  to 
the  sales  office.” 

After  a  few  seconds  of  electronic  aural 
jiggling,  the  line  went  dead. 

Next  we  tried  WBBM-TV,  the  CBS- 
owned-and-operated  all-news  station  in 
Chicago.  The  operator  there  referred  us 
to  the  news  department. 

In  answer  to  our  question  about  who 
sponsored  “60  Minutes,”  the  woman 
said,  "The  businesses  that  pay  for  it.” 
No,  we  replied,  we  wanted  specific 
names  of  sponsors. 

"I’ll  transfer  you  to  ‘60  Minutes,’  OK?” 
she  said.  Fine  by  us. 

“I’m  sorry,  sir,  that  line  is  busy.  Would 
you  like  to  dial  them  direct?  That 
number  in  New  York  is  212-975-4321. 
Ask  for ‘60  Minutes.’  ” 

We  had  come  full  circle. 

We  tried  one  more  call  to  an  “insider,” 
the  young  woman  researcher  for  "60 
Minutes”  who  had  spent  some  time  in  our 
Dallas  offices  as  well  as  in  other  United 
Methodist  offices  in  Indianapolis  and 
New  York  gathering  information  for  the 
story’s  host,  Morley  Safer. 

A  woman  in  Marti  Galovic’s  office  in 
New  York  said  she  was  out  but  would  be 
in  Tuesday.  We  explained  what  we 
wanted.  "Well,  we  certainly  can’t  give 
that  out,”  she  said. 

Here,  finally,  is  the  list  we  obtained  in 
the  first  call  to  KDFW-TV,  the  CBS 
affiliate  in  Dallas:  National  network 
sponsors  for  the  Jan.  23  "60  Minutes,”  we 
were  told,  were  Ford,  Gallo,  Digital 
Equipment,  STD,  Employers  Insurance, 
AMC,  Allied,  RCA,  AT&T,  Mazda  and 
Ralston. 

Our  original  caller,  who  got  the 
original  run-around,  said  Hertz  was  a 
sponsor. 


Virginia  and  the  Rev.  Judith  Craig, 
council  director  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference. 

•Southeastern:  With  six  openings 
expected  in  1984,  including  the 
retirement  of  the  jurisdiction’s  only 
black  bishop,  this  caucus  declared  twin 
priorities  that  two  of  the  six  new  bishops 
shall  be  blacks  and  one  of  the  six  will  be  a 
woman. 

The  caucus  also  gave  its  unanimous 
endorsement  to  Ms.  Kelly  and  collected  a 
reported  $2,000  in  an  “election  fund”  on 
her  behalf.  The  clergywomen  also 
addressed  a  letter  to  their  college  of 
bishops,  urging  them  to  be  more 
“intentional”  about  appointing  women 
as  district  superintendents  (the 
Southeastern  is  reportedly  the  only 
jurisdiction  without  a  woman  as  district 
superintendent ) . 

•Northeastern:  With  three  openings 
anticipated  in  its  college  of  bishops,  these 
clergywomen  put  top  priority  on  the 
election  of  Ms.  Kelly.  They  also  put  forth 
two  names  —  the  Rev.  Lynn  Josselyn  of 
the  Maine  Annual  Conference  and  the 
Rev.  Susan  Morriston  of  the  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference  —  for  one  "shared” 
episcopal  position.  This  caucus  also 
wants  black  women  to  be  considered  for 
appointments  as  district  superintendents, 
and  agreed  to  have  a  regional  meeting  of 
clergywomen  in  1985. 

•  Western:  This  jurisdiction  will  have 
two  or  three  episcopal  vacancies, 
depending  on  whether  a  proposed  new 
episcopal  area  is  created.  Ms.  Kelly  of 
the  Southeastern  jurisdiction  was  seen  as 
“a  viable  candidate,”  as  well  as  were 
two  closer  at  home:  the  Rev.  Martha 
Rowlett  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  and  the  Rev.  Deanna 
Bleyle  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference. 

One  who  had  been  considered  a  strong 
candidate,  the  Rev.  Barbara  Troxell, 
withdrew  her  name,  saying  she  is 
convinced  it  is  "not  God’s  will  —  ever” 
that  she  be  a  bishop.  Clergywomen  in  this 
caucus  also  identified  Hispanic,  black 
and  Asian  clergymen  as  episcopal 
possibilities  they  could  support. 

•  South  Central:  Clergywomen  in  this 
caucus  placed  their  top  priority  on 
helping  elect  a  Hispanic  clergyman  to 
one  of  three  vacancies  expected  in  1984 
but  did  not  attempt  to  choose  between 
two  names  suggested  by  women  from  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference,  the  Rev. 
Joel  Martinez  and  the  Rev.  Dan 
Rodriguez.  As  the  strongest  female 
candidate  the  caucus  also  nominated  the 
Rev.  Jean  Marie  Grabher  of  the  Kansas 
East  Annual  Conference  and  prepared  a 
written  biographical  sketch  on  her  which 
was  later  made  available  to  the  entire 
consultation.  The  caucus  agreed  that  it 
would  have  little  likelihood  of  electing^ 
clergywoman.  in  1988  when  only  one 
episcopal  vacancy  is  expected  by 
retirement  but  spoke  of  "two  in  92” 
(1992)  when  reportedly  seven  bishops 
will  retire. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


the  church  today 


President  Reagan  proclaims 
1983  ‘Year  of  the  Bible’ 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Armed 
with  a  joint  resolution  from  Congress  and 
a  proclamation  signed  by  President 
Reagan,  a  broad  segment  of  the  nation’s 
religious  community  is  seeking  to  make 
1983  the  "Year  of  the  Bible.” 

“Inside  (the  Bible’s)  pages  lie  all  the 
answers  to  all  the  problems  man  has 
ever  known,”  Mr.  Reagan  said  when  he 
signed  the  proclamation  before  an 
estimated  3,000  persons  at  the  annual 
National  Prayer  Breakfast  in  early 
February.  "Of  the  many  influences  that 
have  shaped  the  United  States  of 
America  into  a  distinctive  nation  and 
people,  none  may  be  said  to  be  more 
fundamental  and  enduring  than  the 
Bible.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Edward  L. 
Tullis  of  Nashville  has  been  named  to  the 
executive  committee  of  the  effort. 

Human  rights  violations 
decried  by  Swiss  Methodist 

INDIANAPOLIS  (DNS)  —  Both  East 
and  West  must  face  up  to  their  human 
rights  violations  and  effect  their  systems 
have  on  the  Third  World,  according  to  the 
man  who  heads  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
churches  of  North  America  and  Europe. 

Theo  Tschuy,  a  Swiss  Methodist  based 
in  Geneva,  said  here  that  human  rights 
violations  are  a  worldwide  problem  and 
that  both  the  capitalist  and  socialist 
states  need  to  examine  their  practices 
and  the  effect  on  others. 
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SAN  RAMON  VALLEY  United  Methodist  Church 
(thirty  miles  from  San  Francisco)  is  seelang  two 
Associate  Ministers.  Each  will  have  a  major 
responsibility  in  either  Children’s  or  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  In  addition  they  will  be  responsible  fcr  areas 
like  Adult  or  Family  Life  Ministries.  Membership. 
Evangelism.  Church  and  Society  and  Missions  Com¬ 
missions  —  depending  upon  interests  and 
experience.  They  will  share  responsibilities  for 
worship  and  pastoral  care.  Salary  and  benefits  from 
$20,000  to  $30,000  Send  resume  and  picture  to 
Dennis  Nyberg,  902  Danville  Boulevard,  Alamo.  CA 
94507  Phone  (415  )  837-5243 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER/or  Director  of  Music  with 
experience  in  directing  multiple  choirs  of  all  ages 
Contact:  Sloan  Memorial  UMC.  Houston,  TX  (713) 
227-0890.  Deadline:  March  1. 


"Political  and  social  injustice  are  a 
danger  to  peace,”  Dr.  Tschuy  said  on  a 
visit  to  offices  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  which  uniquely 
among  American  churches  has  a  fulltime 
human  rights  staff.  "In  advocating 
human  rights,  the  churches  contribute  to 
peace.  The  promotion  of  human  rights 
creates  trust  and  enhances  the  standing 
of  the  states  concerned.” 

Video  game  denounced 
by  church  dropped 

CANOGA  PARK,  Calif.  (RNS)  -  A 
planned  video  arcade  game  featuring  a 
naked  male  ravishing  an  Indian  woman, 
which  was  denounced  last  year  by  the 
Episcopal  Church  executive  council,  has 
been  dropped  by  its  national  distributor 
here. 

"We  will  be  discontinuing  Custer’s 
Revenge  in  our  adult  video  game  line” 
because  "the  game  came  to  symbolize 
rape  and  racism  in  the  eyes  of  too  many 
people,”  said  Richard  Miller,  spokesman 
for  GameSource. 

The  Episcopal  Church  council  passed  a 
resolution  condemning  the  game  as 
"prurient,  lascivious  and  pornographic,” 
urging  church  groups  to  exert  pressure 
to  bar  installation  and  sale  of  the  game. 

South  African  police  would  end 
most  council  of  churches’  work 

PRETORIA,  South  Africa  (RNS)  - 
Most  of  the  present  activities  and  aid 
programs  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches  (SACC)  will  have  to  be 
abandoned  if  recommendations  to  the 
chief  of  security  policy  are  implemented. 

Lt.  Gen.  Johan  Coetzee  recommended 
to  the  Eloff  Commission  on  Inquiry  that 
the  SACC  be  barred  from  receiving  any 
foreign  funds,  which  now  accounts  for 
more  than  95  percent  of  its  income.  The 
proposal  would  also  require  government 
approval  of  purposes  for  which  funds  will 
be  used. 

The  general  has  asserted  that  the 
council  under  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond 
M.  Tutu  has  been  used  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  outlawed  African 
National  Congress.  The  SACC  represents 
15  million  South  African  Christians, 
about  80  percent  of  them  black.  It  has 
been  a  longtime  foe  of  the  government’s 
apartheid  policies. 

Local  churches  offered 
help  with  radio  programs 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United  Meth- 


Church-related  group 
fights  more  food  cuts 


BROOMALL,  Pa,  —  Marnie  Kot- 
wick  and  the  Rev.  John  C.  Nesbitt 
prepare  a  food  package  for  a  family 
using  supplies  in  the  food  cupboard  at 
St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church 
here.  The  pantry  is  one  of  four  emer¬ 
gency  food  centers. 
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WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Triggered 
by  President  Reagan’s  budget  proposals 
for  fiscal  1984,  advocates  from  the 
nation’s  religious  community  are 
organizing  opposition  to  further  cuts  in 
programs  serving  the  poor. 

A  detailed  study  released  in  early 
February  by  the  Interreligious  Task 
Force  on  U.S.  Food  Policy,  covering  the 
past  two  years,  says  that  although  such 
programs  make  up  only  about  a  tenth  of 
the  budget,  they  have  been  slashed  the 
most.  Despite  administration  claims,  the 
study  continues,  "programs  for  the  poor 
are  being  deeply  cut.” 

Proposed  in  the  1984  budget 
recommendations  are  further  reductions 
of  up  to  nine  percent  in  food  stamps,  child 
nutrition,  health  programs,  aid  to 
dependent  children,  job  training  and 
employment  programs,  and  help  for  low- 
income  families  in  meeting  heating  bills. 
On  the  other  hand,  boosts  in  defense 
spending  would  account  for  about  $30 
billion  of  the  overall  proposed  increase  of 
$43.3  billion. 

"We  see  our  task  as  clarifying  moral 
issues  related  to  public  policy,”  the  Rev. 
Paul  Kittlaus,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 


minister  who  chairs  the  food  policy  task 
force,  told  reporters.  He  pledged  the 
church  will  not  sit  on  the  sidelines  while 
the  "least  among  us  are  offered  up  as 
sacrificial  lambs  on  the  altar  of  ‘budget 
priorities.’  ” 

He  said  more  cuts  "must  be  resisted 
with  all  the  moral  political  force  which 
we  can  organize.” 

Beverly  Roberson  Jackson,  who  heads 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society’s  department  of 
human  welfare,  said  the  cuts  impose  "a 
grave  injustice  against  all  of  the  people 
of  this  nation.” 

"Funding  priorities  in  a  national 
budget  send  a  message  of  what  that 
nation  feels  is  important,"  Mrs.  Jackson 
declared.  "What  type  of  message  are  we 
sending  to  the  one-in-four  of  our  children 
who  are  in,  or  will  fall  into  poverty  or  the 
elderly,  15.3  percent  of  whom  exist  in 
dire  poverty?” 

Ms.  Jackson  said  that  "survival  is  the 
issue  now"  for  many  people  because, 
while  the  numbers  of  poor  are  steadily 
increasing,  "churches  are  finding  their 
food  pantries  and  soup  kitchens 
stretched  to  the  limit.” 


Massacre  findings  backed 

Middle  East  churchman  likes  moral  focus 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  Israeli 
commission’s  report  on  the  Beirut 
massacres  of  Palestinians  is 
"encouraging,”  said  Gabriel  Habib, 
head  of  the  Middle  East  Council  of 
Churches  on  a  visit  here. 

Mr.  Habib’s  regional  council  of 
Protestant  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
churches  played  a  vital  role  in  delivering 
relief  and  medical  aid  to  both 
Palestinians  and  Lebanese  during  the 
Israeli  invasion. 

"The  commission  raised  a  moral  issue 
I  hope  will  be  extended  to  the  whole 
ethical  behavior  of  Israel  with  regard  to 
the  Palestinian  people,”  Mr.  Habib  said. 
The  issue  is  whether  Israel  should 
continue  to  guarantee  its  security 
militarily  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  and 
security  of  other  people  like  the 
Palestinians  and  Lebanese. 

Here  to  inform  U.S.  churches  on  the 
refugee  situation,  Mr.  Habib  said  the 
Lebanese  still  have  thousands  of 
displaced  families  who  await  rebuilding 
of  their  homes  and  villages.  The  figure  is 
much  lower  than  the  300,000  displaced  by 
the  invasion. 

The  Palestinian  figure  is  down  from 
60,000  homeless  in  the  south  and  20,000  in 
Beirut  at  the  end  of  last  summer,  since 
the  Lebanese  and  Israeli  governments 
have  allowed  houses  in  the  camps  to  be 


repaired. 

The  Palestinians’  situation  is  still  very 
critical,  Mr.  Habib  said,  because  both  the 
political  and  social  infrastructures  have 
gradually  been  dismantled.  Palestinians 
are  still  exposed  to  harassment,  as 
evidenced  by  the  Feb.  5  bomb  explosion 
in  Beirut  that  destroyed  their  research 
center.  The  Palestinian  Red  Crescent, 
only  humanitarian  agency  that  continues 
a  health  program  among  Palestinians,  is 
subject  to  limitations  and  its  future  is  in 
question,  he  said. 

Church  World  Service,  relief  and 
development  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  which  uses  MECC  as 
its  distribution  agent,  topped  its  goal  of 
$1  million  for  Lebanon  in  1982.  In 
December  it  agreed  to  seek  another 
$750,000  in  view  of  the  tremendous  need. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  raised  $513,000  in  1982 
in  response  to  the  CWS  appeal.  MECC 
has  received  $150,000  of  this  and  UMCOR 
expects  to  make  another  grant  of  $100,000 
at  its  March  meeting,  said  Paul  Morton 
of  the  UMCOR  staff. 

The  Middle  East  Christian  Council  is 
engaged  in  a  five-pronged  rehabilitation 
and  reconstruction  program,  Mr.  Habib 
said.  It  involves  farming,  education, 
health,  rebuilding  homes  and  churches, 
and  income-generating  projects. 


In  agriculture,  a  top  priority  is  water. 
A  20-square-mile  area  in  the  Marjeyoun 
District  in  southern  Lebanon  has  been 
chosen  for  cleaning  and  enclosing  wells 
in  disrepair  and  drilling  new  wells.  A 
program  for  planting  trees  will  provide 
between  500,000  and  1  million  seedlings  to 
farmers. 

In  education,  help  is  being  given  to 
schools  and  needy  students.  The  latter 
include  loans  for  higher  education  and 
remedial  work  with  students  who  need 
tutoring.  Grants  will  go  to  youth  camps, 
where  young  people  will  take  part  in 
rebuilding  villages  as  part  of  an  effort  at 
national  reconciliation. 

MECC  continues  to  recruit  persons  for 
medical  institutions.  It  is  working  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  plan  a 
community-based  health  delivery 
system.  This  would  reach  people  unable 
to  pay  hospital  fees.  Training  for  nurses 
and  primary  health  care  workers  is 
another  part  of  the  Council’s  operation. 

In  an  "unbelievable"  gesture  of 
interfaith  cooperation,  Mr.  Habib 
reported  an  Islamic  foundation  gave  $4 
million,  part  of  it  from  Saudi  Arabia,  to 
help  rebuild  churches  and  Protestant 
schools  in  Sidon,  Tyre  and  Nabatiyah. 
Lebanese  churches  gave  "a  sizable 
amount.” 


odist  Communications  (UMCom)  is 
gearing  up  to  help  local  churches  use 
radio  to  reach  people  in  their 
communities. 

Two  packages  of  short  programs,  or 
"spots,”  are  being  offered. 

"You’ve  Got  Friends”  is  a  package  of 
five,  30-second  promotional  spots  which 
invite  listeners  to  become  part  of  a 
congregation  that  is  making  a  difference 
in  their  community.  "Thought-Time”  is 
a  package  of  25,  60-second  spots  which 
prompt  listeners  to  reflect  on  the 
spiritual  dimensions  of  life. 

For  information,  including  samples  of 
the  new  radio  packages,  write  Marketing 
Department,  United  Methodist 
Communications,  810  Twelfth  Avenue 
South,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 

Survey  hopes  to  identify 
the  visually  disabled 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  Moving 
toward  a  goal  of  producing  promotional 
and  interpretive  materials  “with 
attention  to  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions,  especially  the  visually 
impaired,”  a  major  unit  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communication  (UMCom)  is 
conducting  a  churchwide  survey. 

A  questionnaire  is  being  sent  to  6,000 
randomly  chosen  United  Methodist 
pastors,  asking  about  persons  who  are 
legally  blind,  visually  disabled  or  "print- 
disabled”  (unable  to  use  ordinary 
printed  matter)  and  inquiring  about  the 
demands  for  materials  to  meet  their 
needs. 


UCC-Disciples  seek 
‘new  kind  of  union’ 

CHICAGO  (DNS)  —  A  joint  steering 
committee  on  union  conversations 
between  the  1.75  million-member  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  the  1.2  million- 
member  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  floated  a  trial  balloon  to 
executives  of  the  two  churches  for  a  new 
kind  of  church  union. 

The  20  committee  members  proposed 
to  a  meeting  of  110  state  and  national 
executives  of  the  two  churches  that  their 
central  assemblies  vote  in  1985  only  on 
the  "desirability”  of  uniting  into  a  single 
body,  leaving  any  actual  union  to  be 
worked  out  gradually  and  naturally 
through  "shared  life.” 

The  "shared  life"  might  include  such 
things  as  ease  in  transfer  by  members 
from  one  denomination  to  another. 


Letthe 
Bible  be  your  guide. 

A  trip  to  Israel  is  like  leafing  **  I 


i  trip  to  Israel  is  like  leafing 
through  the  pages  of  a  living  Bible.  With  illustrations 
you  can't  see  anywhere  else  on  earth. 

See  your  favorite  passages  come  to  life. 

Visit  the  domed  church  on  the  shore  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilee,  traditional  site  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  "Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs 
is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven."  (Matthew  5:3) 

Travel  through  Judea  to  Jericho,  the  River 
Jordan  and  Bethlehem,  birthplace  of  David. 

You  can  still  visit  the  grotto  where  Mary 
placed  the  infant  Jesus  because,  "there  was 
no  room  for  them  at  the  inn." 

From  there,  a  seven-minute  drive  (an 
hour  by  donkey)  will  bring  you  to  the  gates 
of  Jerusalem,  City  of  Peace,  "Go  through 
Zion,  walk  around  her,  counting  her  towers, 
admiring  her  walls,  reviewing  her 
palaces..."  (Psalms 48:12) 

Page  by  page,  town  by  town,  you’ll 
relive  biblical  epics.  And  you'll  follow 
the  words  of  Jesus  and  His  disciples, 

“through  thecities  and  the  villages, 
teaching  and  journeying. 

(Luke  13:22) 

Come  to  Israel.  You  won’t  need 
to  buy  a  guidebook  because 
you've  already  got  the  best  one 
ever  written.  ,r 


Beatitudes 
,Capefnaun\ 


ISRAEL 

Contact  your  travel  agent  or  The  Israel  Government  Tourist  Office 

.150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N  Y  10118 

(Offices  in  Houston,  Los  Angeles,  Chicago  and  Toronto,) 
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Papal  art  shown 

Works  span  ancient  to  modern 
period  in  ‘ first  ever’ exhibition 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  First  there  is  a 
month  of  private  black  tie  receptions  and 
special  viewings  for  members  of  the  New 
York  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art. 

Then  beginning  February  26,  the 
American  public  will  have  access  to  the 
first  major  travelling  art  exhibit  ever 
from  the  Vatican. 

The  237  works  of  art  span  humankind’s 
creative  genius  from  ancient  Egypt, 
Greece  and  Rome  through  the  glory  of 
the  Renaissance  to  20th  Century 
primitive  and  modern  artistic 
expressions. 

The  exhibit,  “The  Vatican  Collections: 
The  Papacy  and  Art,”  will  remain  in 
New  York  through  June  12.  It  will  be 
open  to  the  public  at  the  Art  Institute  of 
Chicago  from  July  23  to  Oct.  16,  and  then 
at  the  M.  H.  de  Young  Memorial  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts  Museums  of  San  Francisco, 
Nov.  19  through  Feb.  19, 1984. 

•  Included  are  paintings,  sculpture, 
tapestry,  vestments  and  vessels  of 
precious  gold  and  silver. 

A  $3  million  grant  from  Philip  Morris, 
Inc.,  to  the  Metropolitan  Museum  as  the 
-show’s  organizer  is  said  to  be  the  largest 
<;feum  ever  made  to  an  art  exhibition  by  a 
r  corporation.  Total  cost  of  the  exhibition 
-•  is  estimated  to  be  $8  million. 

The  financially  hard  pressed  Vatican 

Herbs  of  the  Bible 


‘Holy  herb’  unique 


By  BARBARA  BLACKBURN 

EDITOR 'S  NOTE :  From  the  beginning 
of  the  Bible,  through  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  there  are  frequent 
references  to  herbs.  Readers  of  the  Bible 
often  are  not  familiar  with  these  herbs. 
Iheir  significance  or  their  uses.  In  a 
series  of  columns  on  herbs  of  the  Bible, 
words  such  as  “hyssop"  and  "worm¬ 
wood”  come  to  have  new  meaning. 

Hyssop  is  a  holy  herb  used  for  cleaning 
sacred  places.  Even  in  modern  times  it 
was  used  to  clean  Westminster  Abbey  in 
London.  It  is  also  used  for  purification 
rituals  and  as  a  personal  cleanser. 

In  Leviticus  14:49  instructions  are 
given  for  the  cleansing  of  a  house;  in 
Leviticus  14:4  instructions  are  given  for 
the  cleansing  of  a  leper  after  he  is  healed 
of  the  leprous  disease.  Numbers  19:6-8 
tells  of  the  purification  rituals  which 
involved  the  use  of  hyssop.  ”...  The 
clean  persons  shall  take  hyssop,  and  dip 
it  in  the  water  and  sprinkle  it  upon  the 
tent,  and  upon  all  the  furnishings  and 
upon  the  persons  who  are  there,  and  upon 
them  who  touch  the  gone  or  the  slain,  or 
the  dead,  or  the  grave  .  . 


First  lottery  built  church 

Rhetoric  on  gambling  heats  up 


NEW  YORK  —  A  woman  views  Italian  painter  Caravaggio’s,  “The 
Deposition,”  at  New  York’s  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  where  237  Vatican 
art  treasures  are  currently  on  display.  The  famous  painting  is  attracting 
wide  interest  among  visitors  to  the  once-in-a-lifetime  exhibit  of  religious 
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Book  reviews 

‘Moral  Majority 9  studied 


Divisions  examined 


‘Friendly’  repression 
treated  differently 


succinctly.  Consider  these  samplings: 

“Their  theology  is  simplistic  and 
pragmatic:  God  blesses  those  who  agree 
with  them  .  .  .  their  viewpoint  expresses 
Biblical  truth  and  presents  the  Word  of 
God  for  the  present  time. 

"Again  and  again  they  appear  busy  on 
the  side  streets,  inexplicably  ignoring  the 
main  ethical  teachings  of  Jesus  and 
instead  concentrating  upon  the  relatively 
insignificant. 

“I  believe  that  there  is  a  moral 
majority  in  the  United  States,  bi :  that  it 
is  poorly  represented.  What  I  hear  is 
moralism,  not  morals.  Moralism  is  a 
willingness,  indeed  an  eagerness,  to  tell 
others  what  not  to  do  rather  than  concen¬ 
trating  on  a  positive  witness  and 
ministry. 

“To  promise  or  imply,  as  members  of 
the  ‘Moral  Majority’  often  do,  that 
conversion  will  bring  self-satisfaction, 
inner  peace,  success  in  competitive 
living,  easy  salvation,  and  personal 
power,  is  both  non-Biblical  and  heretical. 

“While  children  are  starving,  the 
television  preacher  is  shouting  about  the 
philosophy  of  evolution.  While  millions  of 
people  are  suffering  from  prejudice  and 
neglect,  he  is  talking  about  prayer  in  the 
schools.  While  billions  live  in  poverty  and 
in  ignorance  of  a  loving  Lord,  he  wants  to 
concentrate  on  the  evils  of  abortion.  With  * 
the  whole  world  under  the  threat  of 
nuclear  war,  he  wants  to  concentrate  his  - 
concern  on  the  gratification  of  private, 
individual  needs.” 

Impressive  though  those  excerpts  may 
be,  they  all  come  within  the  first  third  of  > 
the  book.  From  there  on,  Mr.  Taylor  for 
the  most  part  deserts  his  announced 
target  and  concentrates  on  his  own 
beliefs  and  biases. 

John  A.  Lovelace  is  on  the  Reporter’s, 
editorial  staff. 


will  for  the  church  has  repeatedly  baffled 
human  beings  who  seek  to  use  it  for  their 
own  ends.” 

He  identifies  two  major  positions 
within  mainline  churches  as:  a.  liberal- 
ecumenical-cultural  affirming  (which  he 
identifies  with)  and  b.  evangelical- 
disciplined-distinctive  from  culture. 

The  author’s  discussion  of  those  two 
positions  from  within  the  churches 
includes  concerns  such  as  disappearance 
of  youth  to  parachurch  groups, 
discussion  of  parachurch  types, 
fragmentation  indifference,  types  of 
leadership  and  the  real  need  for  God’s 
people  come  together  in  His  name  to 
accomplish  all  that  is  to  be  done  "In  His 
Name.” 

Dr.  Hutcheson  doesn’t  consider 
movement  to  the  middle  to  be  a 
compromise  in  the  sense  of  values  but 
rather  reflects  the  necessary  and 
continuing  tension  of  a  faith  which  calls 
for  both  contemplation  and  action, 
pietism  and  prophecy,  affirmation  of  the 
holy  in  human  society  and  confrontation 
of  the  demonic,  social  action  and 
evangelization,  faith  and  works.  It 
strives  for  balance. 

This  book  can  help  to  identify  areas 
and  concerns  that  are  a  part  of  us  as 
individual  Christians  and  the  church. 

Dottie  Chase  is  lay  leader  of  the  Grace 
UMC  in  Willard,  Ohio. 


RALEIGH,  NC  (RNS)  -  Legislators 
who  are  promoting  the  idea  of  a  state 
lottery  in  North  Carolina  have  suggested 
that  their  church  opponents  examine 
their  own  history. 

The  interdenominational  Christian 
Action  league  has  been  a  leading  foe  of 
the  lottery  idea,  saying  that  it  would 
encourage  poor  people  to  squander  their 
money  and  lead  to  an  increase  in 
organized  crime.  But  lottery  supporters 
note  that  some  churches  themselves  run 
bingo  games,  and  that  in  colonial  times, 
North  Carolina  churches  also  sponsored 
and  financed  lotteries.  The  first  lottery 
approved  by  North  Carolina’s  colonial 
council  was  held  in  1759  to  raise  money  to 
build  churches  in  Wilmington  and  Bruns¬ 
wick. 

Leaders  of  the  church  campaign  have 
no  comment  on  the  historical  argument 
focusing  instead  on  the  current  implica- 


will  not  share  in  the  admission  price 
charged  by  the  museums,  but  will 
reportedly  receive  a  10  percent  royalty 
on  merchandise  sold  in  connection  with 
the  exhibit  —  reproductions,  posters, 
books  and  even  a  jigsaw  puzzle  of 
Raphael’s  tapestry  masterpiece,  the 
Miraculous  Draught  of  the  Fishes. 

The  works  come  from  not  only  the 
Vatican  Museums,  but  also  from  the 
Apostolic  Vatican  Library,  St.  Peter’s 
Basilica,  its  Grotte  and  its  Treasury,  and 
the  papal  apartments. 

In  some  ways  they  appear  as  new 
pieces  because  all  of  the  works  of  art 
were  cleaned  and  restored  before  being 
shipped.  The  colors  of  old  paintings 
burnish  with  a  brightness  they  have  not 
had  since  they  were  newly  created.  New 
highlights  have  appeared  in 
Caravaggio’s  striking  composition  of 
Christ  being  lowered  from  the  cross, 
“The  Deposition.”  Similarly,  Leonardo 
da  Vinci’s  “St.  Jerome”  took  on  a  new 
luster. 

Other  highlights  of  the  show  are  an 
altar  cross  and  accompanying  candle¬ 
sticks,  among  Renaissance  masterpieces 
of  goldsmith  work;  vestments  of  Pope 
Clement  VIII;  a  third  century  B.C. 
Etruscan  votive  statue  of  a  small  child 
and  the  Statue  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 


Hyssop  was  the  “Mr.  Clean”  of  the 
herbs.  Psalms  51:7  says,  “Purge  me  with 
hyssop,  and  I  shall  be  clean;  wash  me, 
and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow.” 

Hyssop  also  had  a  place  in  the  Cruc¬ 
ifixion  story  told  by  John,  which 
mentions  that  a  sponge  full  of  vinegar 
was  put  on  a  stalk  of  hyssop  and  held  to 
Jesus’  mouth. 

Hyssop  is  one  of  the  more  bitter  herbs, 
but  it  has  both  medicinal  and  some 
culinary  value.  The  plant  has  pretty  blue 
flowers,  which  should  be  harvested, 
along  with  the  plant,  when  they  first 
open,  for  tea.  The  tea  is  said  to  be  good 
for  toothaches  and  as  a  gargle  for  sore 
throats.  Through  the  ages  people  have 
recommended  hyssop  for  a  good 
complexion;  it  is  still  used  to  treat  skin 
diseases. 

In  salads,  hyssop  adds  a  bitter,  minty 
taste.  It  imparts  the  same  flavor  to 
soups,  stews,  fruit  cocktails  and  pies. 

There  are  claims  that  hyssop  also 
helps  in  cases  of  poor  digestion  (you  can 
have  your  hyssop  and  eat  it,  too! ) . 

Hyssop  may  be  available,  already 
dried,  in  a  health  food  store.  On  the  other 


tions  of  a  state  lottery. 

“Shame  on  a  government  that  feels  it 
must  appeal  to  people’s  weaknesses, 
instead  of  strengths,  to  raise  money,” 
said  the  Rev.  Coy  Privette,  the  Southern 
Baptist  minister  who  heads  the  Christian 
Action  League.  “A  lottery  is  gambling, 
no  matter  what  the  money  is  used  for.” 

In  response,  Rep.  Jeanne  D.  Fenner 
says  that  if  a  lottery  is  gambling,  “then 
so  is  bingo  and  selling  raffle  tickets, 
which  churches  do  all  the  time.”  The 
legislator  adds  that  “it’s  a  moral  issue 
for  individuals,  but  an  economic  issue  for 
the  state.  We  can  weigh  the  moral  factors 
once  we  begin  studying  the  matter,  but 
my  view  is  we’re  talking  about 
economics.” 

While  Ms.  Fenner  and  her  colleagues 
are  trying  to  get  the  legislature  to  set  up 
a  committee  to  study  the  idea,  the 
Christian  Action  League  is  promoting  a 


art. 


H’j'SSo  ^ 

hand,  it  is  a  very  ornamental  shrub 
which  could  be  ordered  from  an  herb 
company  and  grown  in  the  garden. 

Barbara  Blackburn  is  a  freelance 
writer  with  a  special  interest  in  herbs.  An 
Episcopalian,  she  lives  in  Williamsvilte, 
NY. 


statewide  referendum  on  whether  to 
have  a  lottery.  The  league  was  successful 
a  few  years  ago  in  promoting  a  state 
referendum  on  legalizing  the  sale  of 
liquor  by  the  drink,  which  led  to  local 
options  being  provided  for  each  county. 

Gov.  James  B.  Hunt,  Jr.,  agrees  with 
the  league  that  a  lottery  would  bring 
organized  crime  into  the  state  and 
encourage  the  poor  to  squander  their 
money.  But  Rep.  Fenner  says  research 
in  other  states  with  lotteries  indicates 
that  most  of  the  people  who  take  part  are 
middle-  and  upper-income. 

“Even  if  the  poor  do  play,  it  doesn’t 
mean  they  would  be  depriving  them¬ 
selves  of  anything  more  than  a  Coke  or  a 
pack  of  cigarettes,”  she  says.  Lotteries 
are  currently  sponsored  by  10  states,  and 
bills  to  introduce  them  are  pending  in  10 
others. 

Dear  Deborah 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  would  like  to  offer  a  possible  answer 
for  the  pastor  who  receives  an  almost 
daily  phone  call  at  dinner  time  from  a 
drinking  parishioner  who  wrote  to  you 
earlier.  An  obvious  response  is  to  simply 
take  the  phone  off  the  hook  during  the 
dinner  hour,  That  way  the  calls  will  not 
interrupt,  and  very,  very  few  are  so 
urgent  they  cannot  wait  and  call  back. 

A  second  and  more  positive  course  of 
action  is  for  the  pastor  to  call  the  parish¬ 
ioner  first.  It  may  take  several  days  to 
track  him/her  down  at  work,  a  bar,  or  at 
home,  but  eventually  call  him/her  first 
before  he/she  calls  you.  I  would  suggest 
that  he  call  an  hour  or  two  before  the 
regular  call  to  him.  That  may  be  just  the 
source  of  inspiration  he/she  needs  to  stay 
away  from  the  stuff. 

One  of  the  big  needs  of  this  person  is  to 
be  loved,  and  that  first  call  may  just  do 
that.  Think  about  it  as  an  ounce  of 
prevention. 

Respectfully, 
Richard  W. 

Dear  Deborah : 

G.  A.,  the  minister  who  had  a  drunken 
heckler  call  every  night  at  supper  time, 
needs  to  purchase  a  phone  answering 
service  machine.  He  could  use  that  to 
answer  his  phone  during  dinner  and 
during  family  time.  He  could,  of  course, 
listen  to  the  caller  during  the  recorded 
message  and  if  it  is  urgent,  he  could  call 
right  back.  It  would  also  allow  the  pastor 
to  return  the  drunk's  call  later,  hopefully 


History  of  hymns 

Revelation 
fires  song 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Jerusalem,  my  happy  home, 

When  shall  I  come  to  thee ? 

When  shall  my  sorrows  have 

an  end ? 

Thy  joys  when  shall  I  see ? 

John’s  description  of  heaven  in 
Revelation  has  fired  the  imagination  of 
many  writers  and  poets.  The  above  lines 
are  part  of  a  hymn  that  has  a  very 
checkered  career  dating  from  the  16th 
century.  Both  the  origin  and  the  original 
form  are  uncertain.  At  least  five 
different  versions  have  been  identified. 

Most  of  these  versions  have  20  or  more 
stanzas  that  describe  the  beauties  of 
heaven  in  such  picturesque  language  as 
“walls  are  made  of  precious  stones,” 
“gates  of  Orient  pearl,”  “streets  are 
paved  with  gold,”  “houses  of  ivory,"  and 
“tiles  are  made  of  beaten  gold. ’’ 

Other  lines  refer  to  heaven  as  a  place 
of  physical  comfort  and  rare  beauty 
where  earthly  sorrows,  suffering,  and 
sadness  are  not  known. 

Other  stanzas  mention  by  name 
biblical  and  historical  personalities. 
There  is  David,  “master  of  the  choir” 
with  his  “harp  for  a  baton,”  the  Virgin 
Mary  as  the  “Prima  Donna,"  Augustine 
and  Ambrose  singing  the  “Te  Deum"  as 
they  did,  according  to  tradition,  at  the 
baptism  of  Augustine.  Simeon  and 
Zachariah  are  mentioned,  both  of  whose 
songs  are  recorded  in  Luke  2. 

Leonard  Ellinwood,  one  of  America’s 
outstanding  hymnologists,  has  noted, 
"Here  is  sacred  folk-literature  at  its  very 
finest,  coming  at  a  time  (16th  century) 
when  the  singing  of  English  congrega¬ 
tions  was  limited  to  metrical  para¬ 
phrases  of  the  Psalms.” 

Most  of  our  hymnals  use  a  selection  of 
four  stanzas  from  one  version  or  another, 
and  sing  these  stanzas  to  a  tune  called 
"Land  of  Rest.”  Annabel  Morris 
Buchanan  included  this  tune  in  her  "Folk 
Songs  of  America,”  published  in  1938. 

Here  are  true  folk  song  characteristics 
—  simple,  singable,  tuneful  —  and  a  most 
appropriate  setting  for  a  song  about 
heaven. 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

“To  God  Be  the  Glory" 


after  he/she  was  a  little  more  sober. 

Thanks  for  your  help, 
Robert  M.,  Pastor 

Dear  Richard,  Robert,  and 
others  who  wrote  on  this  matter: 

Thank  you  for  caring  enough  to 
write.  I  did  not  suggest  an 
answering  machine  because  I 
personally  hate  to  talk  to  machines, 
usually  get  tongue-tied  and  forget 
my  message  entirely.  But,  it  is  one 
solution. 

An  executive  with  the  phone 
company  tells  me  that  removing  the 
phone  from  the  hook  is  a  problem.  It 
seems  there  are  several  phones  on 
one  cluster,  connection  and  more 
phones  than  lines.  When  we  remove 
our  phone  we  are  blocking  one  of  the 
lines  available  to  our  cluster  group. 
At  a  time  of  heavy  use  we  could  be 
preventing  others  from  receiving 
calls. 

However,  Richard  has  a  good 
answer  in  his  preventive  phoning 
approach.  It  is  certainly  worth 
trying. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for 
the  column  will  be  selected  from  the 
letters.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah,"  P.O. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222. 


“Christianity  Without  Morals:  A 
Biblical  examination  of  the  morals 
of  the  ‘Moral  Majority,’  ”  by  Blaine 
Taylor.  C-4  Resources,  Sidell,  Ill.  No 
price  listed. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

The  author,  a  United  Methodist  Church 
district  superintendent  in  the  Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference, 
admits  that  he  wrote  this  book  "with 
some  anger  and  a  lot  of  sadness.” 
Further,  in  his  conclusion,  he  makes 
clear  the  source  of  some  of  his  anger, 
namely  the  divisiveness  which  he 
believes  the  “Moral  Majority”  has  sown 
in  American  Christianity  with 
"judgmentalism  and  arrogance.  ” 

When  Mr  Taylor  goes  after  his 
announced  target,  he  is  at  his  best.  He 
says  he  spent  several  months  watching 
every  television  program  featuring  tele¬ 
vision  preachers  or  others  commonly 
associated  with  the  “Moral  Majority.” 
From  his  exposure  to  their  incomplete 
gospel  and  their  blindness  to  what  he 
feels  are  some  major  imperatives  of  the 
gospel,  Mr.  Taylor  goes  on  the  attack. 

But  he  strays  from  the  attack  to  his 
own  understanding  of  the  whole  gospel.  It 
is  a  commendable  understanding,  based 
on  the  scriptures,  on  Luther,  Wesley, 
Niebuhr,  and  assorted  others  whom  he 
both  cites  and  quotes.  Commendable  or 
not,  this  major  portion  of  his  slender  (96 
pages)  book  seems  to  labor  overmuch  to 
establish  the  author’s  theology,  and  he 
goes  for  pages  without  even  mentioning 
the  “Moral  Majority”  or  the  television 
preachers. 

The  “Moral  Majority”  which  he 
describes  is  hardly  a  stranger,  but  Mr. 
Taylor  does  us  a  service  by  pulling  so 
many  descriptions  together  so 


“Mainline  Churches  and  the 
Evangelicals,”  Richard  G. 
Hutcheson  Jr.,  John  Knox  Press, 
Atlanta,  180  pp.  paper,  $8.95. 

By  DOTTIE  CHASE 

It  is  rare  indeed  to  pick  up  a  book  and 
read  in  exact  terms  your  thoughts  on 
given  issues.  This  book  should  be  read  by 
every  member  of  any  organized  church. 
Particularly,  it  should  be  read  by  United 
Methodists.  Though  the  author,  Richard 
G.  Hutcheson  Jr.,  is  a  well  known 
Presbyterian  who  spent  six  years  as 
Chairman  of  the  Office  of  Review  and 
Evaluation  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States,  he  has  watchdogged 
developments  in  mainline  churches  from 
the  local  to  the  headquarters  level.  He 
notes  that  though  his  denomination  is 
relatively  small,  it  is  considered  a  leader 
in  ecumenical  affairs. 

Dr.  Hutcheson  discusses  the  growing 
divisions  within  mainline  churches  as 
well  as  declining  membership  and  calls 
for  three  possible  alternatives:  1)  a 
battle  for  power  and  control;  2)  a 
planned  pluralism  (shared  power  and 
policy  making  as  well  as  membership); 
3)  restoration  of  some  sort  of  consensus 
in  the  middle  (an  historic  movement 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit). 
He  affirms  “that  God  has  never  left  the 
church  alone  to  go  its  own  way  and  God’s 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  The  Reagan 
administration  says  governments 
around  the  world  —  friends  and  foes  alike 
—  continue  to  deny  fundamental  human 
rights  to  their  citizens,  but  it  still  prefers 
private  diplomacy  to  public  censure  if 
the  offenders  are  friendly  to  the  United 
States. 

So  says  the  State  Department’s  1,300- 
page  human  rights  report,  which 
assesses  developments  last  year  in  162 
nations.  It  reports  oppression  by 
Communist  Eastern  bloc  and  Asian 
governments,  as  well  as  by  regimes  with 
which  the  administration  has  sought  to 
build  stronger  ties  —  in  South  Africa,  El 
Salvador  and  Pakistan  —  saying, 
however,  that  there  was  no  major  change 
during  the  year  in  the  global  human 
rights  outlook. 

At  the  same  time,  officials  say  civil 
liberties  seemed  to  worsen  in  such 
countries  as  the  Soviet  Union,  Lebanon 
and  Czechoslovakia,  while  they  see 
improvement  in  El  Salvador.  The 
administration  recently  made  the  same 
assertion  in  recertifying  El  Salvador  as 
eligible  for  U.S.  aid,  but  the  new  report 
also  acknowledges  that  there  had  been 
"incidents  of  political  assassinations, 
killings  of  civilians,  disappearances  and 
torture.” 

It  adds  that  Chile,  after  having 
“improved  considerably”  since  1973,  has 
“slowed”  human  rights  progress  in  the 
past  two  years,  having  “relied 
excessively  on  the  arbitrary  action  of 
police  and  security  officials  to  suppress 
dissent.”  Chile,  cut  off  from  U.S.  aid  by 
the  Carter  administration,  is  up  for  a 
one-time  certification  of  human  rights 
progress  for  a  resumption  in  aid.  It  is  not 
likely  that  the  country  will  get  it. 

Vietnam,  which  has  close  ties  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  was  probably  the  worst 
place  in  the  world  to  live  in  last  year,  the 
report  says.  The  State  Department  says 
that  more  than  60,000  political  prisoners 
remained  in  jail  without  ever  having 
been  brought  to  trial. 

The  report  also  criticizes  Israel’s 
treatment  of  Arabs  in  occupied  territor¬ 
ies,  citing  “restrict (ions)  of  freedom  of 


expression  and  Toughing  up’  of  individ¬ 
uals,  as  well  as  instances  of  imprison¬ 
ment  for  several  months  without  charges. 

It  adds  that  the  human  rights  situation 
"deteriorated  markedly"  last  year  in 
Nicaragua,  against  whose  government 
the  Reagan  administration  has  waged  a 
covert  military  campaign.  The  report 
cites  relocations  of  thousands  of  Miskito 
Indians  from  Honduran  border  areas  to 
camps  in  the  interior  —  which  Nicaragua 
has  defended  by  citing  CIA-backed 
counter-revolutionaries  operating  across 
the  border. 

Although  human  rights  groups  have 
criticized  the  administration  for  playing 
down  human  rights  concerns, 
particularly  in  countries  with  right-wing 
dictatorships,  the  State  Department 
declares  that  "human  rights  is  at  the 
core  of  American  foreign  policy  .” 

Rights  leader 
sees  advocacy 
as  peace  effort 

INDIANAPOLIS  (DNS)  -  Both  East 
and  West  must  face  up  to  their  human 
rights  violations  and  the  effect  their 
systems  have  on  the  Third  World, 
according  to  the  man  who  heads  a  rights 
effort  on  behalf  of  the  churches  of  North 
America  and  Europe. 

Theo  Tschuy,  a  Swiss  Methodist  based 
in  Geneva,  said  here  that  human  rights 
violations  are  a  worldwide  problem  and 
that  both  the  capitalist  and  socialist 
states  need  to  examine  their  practices 
and  the  effect  on  others. 

“Political  and  social  injustice  are  a 
danger  to  peace,"  Dr.  Tschuy  said  on  a 
visit  to  offices  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  which  uniquely 
among  American  churches  has  a  fulltime 
human  rights  staff.  “In  advocating 
human  rights,  the  churches  contribute  to 
peace.  The  promotion  of  human  rights 
creates  trust  and  enhances  the  standing 
of  the  states  concerned .  ’  ’ 


Handling  drunk  caller 
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iFrom  the  Executive  Director 

j:  If  you  have  already  read  the  article  concerning  1982,  you 

ji  know  that  Methodist  Children’s  Home  experienced  another 
ji  good  year  in  all  areas  of  our  program  from  service  to  financial, 
ji  We  are  proud  of  this.  It  could  not  have  been  accomplished 
i  w  ithout  the  help  of  others . 

jj  We  are  grateful  to  all  of  you  who  supported  us  through  your 
jj  gifts  and  your  prayers.  As  always,  we  could  not  have  gotten 
ij  along  w'ithout  you.  We  are  also  grateful  to  those  individuals  and 
ij  agencies  including  the  State  of  Louisiana  with  whom  we  worked 
:•  cooperatively  in  providing  care  for  children  and  youth  in  need, 
ij:  We  are  continuously  aware  that  our  ministry  is  one  that  is 
¥  dependent  upon  the  efforts  of  others  who  work  in  similar  fields 
$  of  service.  Whenever  we  do  a  good  job  we  know  that  it  is 
••  because  of  the  network  of  support  which  we  have  undergirding 
I;  us. 

ij  Working  together,  I  know  that  we  can  face  the  challenges 
ij  ahead.  So  far  in  1983  we  have  had  a  substantial  increase  in 
referrals  both  from  private  and  public  sources.  (See 
ij  "Programs  Nearly  Full  ”, )  This  situation  is  both  gratifying  and 
ji  at  the  same  time  challenging.  We  are  grateful  that  people  are 
ji  choosing  to  turn  to  us  at  times  of  crises  and  need.  Nevertheless, 
j  we  cannot  help  but  feel  increased  pressure  as  we  seek  to  serve 
;!  each  child  referred  to  us  in  the  best  possible  way. 
jj  The  task  before  us  seems  quite  clear  to  me.  We  at  MCH  must 
jj  do  our  very  best  to  utilize  the  resources  available  to  us  so  that 
ji  we  can  offer  maximum  care  —  both  in  terms  of  numbers  served 
i  and  the  quality  of  service  provided  them.  We  cannot  afford  to 
ji  rest  content  with  the  knowledge  of  past  accomplishments.  Our 
ji  reputation  as  an  excellent  child  care  agency  is  based  upon  our 
ji  record  of  responding  quickly  and  adequately  to  the  needs  that 
!;  have  confronted  us.  Because  of  such  a  response  our  reputation 
ij  has  slowly,  but  surely  evolved  to  where  we  are  now  considered  a 
ij  very  viable  option  as  a  placement  for  children  and  youth  for 
:•  whom  many  other  resources  have  proven  inadequate, 
ij  I  am  proud  of  our  service  record.  Yet  I  know  that  we  can 
ji  continue  to  minister  in  such  fine  manner  only  as  long  as  we 
jj  remain  humble,  grateful,  and  prudent.  Those  who  support  us 
ji  and  those  who  turn  to  us  for  assistance  have  entrusted  much  to 
j:  us.  To  you  we  must  pledge  our  commitment  to  the  cause  which 
j:  we  are  about.  I  believe  the  words  of  one  of  Charles  Wesley’s 
j:  hymns  say  it  best, 
ji  “To  serve  the  present  age, 
ji  My  calling  to  fulfill : 

jj  0  may  it  all  my  powers  engage 
jj  To  do  my  Master’s  will!” 

j:  Terrell  J.  DeVille 

Development  Group  Meets 


1982:  A  Good  Year  All  Around 


The  past  calendar  year  was  a  good  one 
indeed  for  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  A 
total  of  138  children  and  youth  were 
served  in  the  five  different  areas  of  the 
MCH  program.  Income  remained 
adequate  to  meet  all  budgeted  expenses. 
In  addition,  several  capital 
improvements  were  made  including  a 
major  addition  to  Holt  Activities  Center. 

During  1982  the  agency  received  114 
referrals  for  services.  These  were  evenly 
divided  between  males  and  females.  Of 
these  referrals  66  were  admitted  into  the 
emergency  shelter  program  for 
approximately  two  to  three  weeks  of 
care.  Of  this  group  25  remained  and  were 
evaluated  for  residential  group  care.  An 
additional  17  entered  the  evaluation 
program  directly.  Of  the  42  children  and 
youth  evaluated  for  residential  group 
care  32  were  admitted  into  that  program 
and  14%  of  these  admissions  were  from 
minority  groups. 

During  the  year  31  children  were 
released  from  residential  group  care. 
Many  of  these  were  worked  back  into 
their  families.  There  were  16  children 
who  remained  in  the  residential  program 
for  the  entire  year  with  the  average 
residential  group  care  population  at  any 
time  during  the  year  being 
approximately  48  children.  For  every 
three  males  served  there  were 
approximately  four  females  in  care. 

Besides  the  emergency,  evaluation, 
and  residential  group  care  programs 
MCH  served  four  children  in  its 
Shreveport  foster  home,  as  well  as  four 
youth  in  its  continuing  education 


program.  The  four  in  continuing 
education  were  all  students  at  Louisiana 
Tech  in  Ruston.  The  total  number  of 
children  and  youth  served  in  the  various 
MCH  programs  was  slightly  down  from 
the  previous  year.  However,  these 
numbers  are  quite  high  considering  the 
freeze  on  referrals  by  the  State  of 
Louisiana  during  the  last  half  of  1982.  The 
decrease  in  state  referrals  was 
accompanied  by  an  increase  in  private 
referrals  during  the  same  time  span. 

The  financial  situation  for  1982  was 
considered  to  be  a  good  one  in  that 
contributions  were  actually  up  1%  from 
the  previous  year.  The  $327,273  in 
freewill  giving  represented  28%  of  the 
agency’s  total  income  of  $1,156,000.  Child 
care  support  (both  from  parents  and 
public  monies)  accounted  for  39%  of  the 
income  while  money  earned  from  the 
agency’s  invested  funds  provided  the 
remaining  33%  of  the  total  revenues. 

Operations  expenditures  for  the  year 
were  $1,057,000  which  was  slightly  under 
what  had  been  anticipated.  An  additional 
$93,000  was  spent  for  capital  outlays  such 
as  replacement  of  vehicles,  appliances, 
furniture,  and  repair  of  buildings. 
Included  in  this  was  the  provision  of 
automatic  dishwashers  for  all  children’s 
residences,  as  well  as  certain 
improvements  pertaining  to  safety 
codes.  Besides  these  capital 
expenditures  there  was  the  addition  of  an 
office,  kitchen,  and  large  dining  room  to 
the  Holt  Activities  Center.  This  expense 
was  taken  care  of  by  funds  dedicated  to 
capital  improvements. 


Programs  Nearly  Full 


Members  of  the  newly  appointed 
development  committee  of  the  MCH 
Board  of  Directors  gathered  for  a  noon 
luncheon  meeting  on  January  18  in  Holt 
Activities  Center.  Those  members 
present  were  Floyd  James,  Welton 
Brumfield,  James  Humphreys,  and 
board  president,  W.A.J.  Lewis. 
Committee  members.  Lucius  McGehee 
and  Roberta  Hinton,  were  unable  to 
attend.  Present  from  the  staff  were 
Terrel  J.  DeVille,  John  Allen,  Doug 
Williams,  and  Gary  Wilburn  along  with 
Lloyd  Wagnon,  a  development  consultant 
whose  services  were  recently  contracted 
by  the  agency. 

Most  of  the  meeting  time  was  spent 
with  Mr.  Wagnon  reviewing  the  written 
report  of  a  baseline  study  he  recently 
completed  regarding  the  agency's 
position  in  the  area  of  financial 
development-  The  report  by  Mr.  Wagnon 
suggested  that  MCH  is  in  a  good  position 
regarding  the  financial  support  it  has 
received  and  continues  to  receive  from 
churches  and  individual  churches. 
However,  the  report  indicated  ways 
MCH  may  increase  giving  both  for  the 
annual  operating  budget  and  also  more 
importantly  along  the  lines  of  trust  funds 
and  endowment  for  the  future. 

Mr.  W’agnon  pointed  out  that  MCH  is 
fortunate  to  have  a  loyal  group  of 
financial  supporters  due  to  its  positive 
image  in  both  the  conference  and  the 
community.  He  suggested  several  ways 

Christmas 

tonse  Great 

Once  again  the  friends  of  MCH  came 
through  in  a  big  way  for  our  children  and 
youth.  The  amount  of  money  given  in 
children’s  Christmas  sponsorships  and 
other  designated  Christmas 
contributions  not  only  provided  a  very 
merry  holiday  for  the  children  but  also 
helped  MCH  finish  the  calendar  year 
with  a  balanced  budget. 

As  late  as  November  1982  it  seemed  as 
though  annual  contributions  to  the 
agency  would  fall  below  what  had  been 
projected  in  the  year’s  budget.  However, 
the  Christmas  response  was  so  good 
MCH  was  able  to  finish  the  year  in  the 
black. 

Because  of  the  generous  Christmas 
giving  the  children  and  youth  enjoyed 
lots  of  Christmas  “langiappe”  in  good 
Louisiana  tradition.  Children  that 
remained  on  campus  during  the  holiday 
season  were  treated  to  several  special 
events  such  as  meals  and  movies. 
Through  the  efforts  of  some  special 
friends  a  group  of  children  made  an 
overnight  visit  to  Natchitoches  for  a  look 
at  the  beautiful  outdoor  lighting  display 
along  the  Cane  River  Lake. 

To  our  many  friends  we  say  a  great  big 
thanks!  We  trust  your  Christmas  was  as 
nice  as  you  helped  ours  to  be. 


in  which  the  agency  may  increase  its 
visibility  through  public  relations  efforts 
and  also  encourage  giving  through 
educating  its  constituency  to  its  needs. 
He  stressed  his  belief  that  the  key  to 
MCH’s  future  lies  in  its  ability  to  develop 
a  planned  giving  program  which  will 
insure  the  agency  of  invested  funds  for 
future  income. 

The  committee  members  present 
expressed  their  interest  in  seeing  MCH 
make  a  more  concerted  effort  in  the  area 
of  financial  development  especially 
regarding  the  continued  growth  of  the 
invested  funds.  It  was  the  consensus  of 
the  group  that  the  future  of  MCH  as  a 
strong  private  church  related  agency 
will  depend  upon  its  ability  to  remain  as 
financially  independent  as  possible. 

The  committee  decided  to  meet  at  least 
annually  in  its  efforts  to  assist  the  MCH 
staff  in  public  relations  and  development 
efforts.  The  group  also  decided  to 
develop  a  preliminary  draft  of  a 
resolution  supporting  financial 
development  to  be  presented  at  the  MCH 
Board  of  Directors  meeting  in  March. 


Both  the  emergency  shelter  care  and 
the  evaluation  program  have  operated  at 
almost  full  capacity  since  the  beginning 
of  1983.  At  the  time  of  this  writing  (mid- 
February)  there  are  no  openings  for 
females  and  only  one  opening  for  a  male 
in  the  intake  center  which  serves  both 
emergency  and  evaluation  purposes. 
There  also  appears  to  be  very  little 
decrease  in  the  number  of  referrals 
being  made  to  MCH  by  state  and  private 
sources. 

At  this  point  one  can  only  speculate  as 
to  why  the  sudden  increase  in  children 
and  youth  that  MCH  is  being  asked  to 
serve.  However,  there  seem  to  be  two 
factors  that  may  be  responsible  for  a 
large  part  of  this  increase.  It  is  almost 
certain  that  both  factors  are  related  to 
the  current  economic  situation  in  society. 

The  State  of  Louisiana  which  is  the 
largest  single  source  of  referrals  to  MCH 
referred  very  few  children  to  the  agency 
during  the  last  part  of  1982.  This  was  due 
to  budget  cuts  which  forced  state 
agencies  to  put  a  virtual  freeze  on 
serving  any  new  clients.  The  slack  in 
state  referrals  was  also  due  to  MCH’s 
decision  not  to  accept  any  state  placed 
children  for  several  months  during  the 
summer  and  fall  due  to  possible 
restrictions  that  could  have  been  placed 
on  the  MCH  by  acceptance  of  state  funds. 
Both  of  these  situations  no  longer  exist. 
The  state  is  once  again  making  referrals 
to  child  care  facilities  and  MCH  is  now 
able  to  once  again  accept  state  funded 
children  since  certain  issues  regarding 
funding  have  been  settled.  Therefore, 
there  seems  to  be  a  backlog  of  children 
being  referred  to  this  agency,  as  well  as 


Endowments  and  Trusts 


For  the  Present  and  Future 
Sake  of  our  Children 


Respt 


What  gives  some  church  related  child 
care  agencies  the  ability  to  maintain  and 
even  expand  their  quality  programs  at  a 
time  when  costs  of  operations  are 
spiraling  upward?  It  has  been  their 
ability  to  develop  strong  endowments 
whose  income  can  be  used  to  help 
underwrite  a  substantial  part  of  the 
annual  budget.  This  fact  has  been 
determined  by  financial  development 
experts  working  in  the  field  of  church 
related  and  other  non-profit  child  care 
agencies. 

It  is  true  that  annual  giving  to  many 
church  related  children’s  homes  has 
increased  some  over  the  years.  However, 
most  of  this  increase  has  been  offset  by 
the  ever  increasing  cost  of  operations. 
Those  children’s  facilities  that  are  the 
strongest  financially  are  those  which 
have  endowment  or  trust  fund  income  at 
their  disposal.  This  income  allows  them 
to  achieve  much  more  in  the  caring  for 
children  than  they  would  be  able  to  do 
were  they  depending  on  annual  giving 
alone. 

Most  endowments  and  trust  funds  of 
children’s  homes  are  the  result  of 
persons  making  bequests  and  other 
planned  gifts  to  the  institution.  These 
trust  funds  have  been  built  slowly  but 
steadily  over  the  years  so  that  in  many 
cases  their  income  is  now  an  important 


part  of  the  budget  for  these  child  care 
agencies. 

An  analysis  concerning  bequests  and 
endowments  in  the  field  of  church  related 
child  care  brought  out  five  interesting 
facts: 

1.  The  average  bequest  to  a  children’s 
home  is  $13,000.  This  means  there  are 
many  bequests  smaller  than  this,  as  well 
as  some  larger. 

2.  Over  eighty  percent  of  bequests  are 
made  by  people  who  have  very  modest 
estates. 

3.  Over  eighty  percent  of  bequests  to 
children’s  homes  come  from  couples  and 
individuals  who  have  no  close  relatives  to 
whom  they  need  to  leave  their  estate. 

4.  On  the  average,  eight  out  of  ten 
people  are  dying  without  a  will.  This 
results  in  very  expensive  probate  costs, 
the  highest  applicable  Federal  and  State 
estate  taxes,  and  a  distribution  of  the 
estate  that  does  not  reflect  the  real  desire 
of  the  deceased  or  the  individual  needs  of 
their  surviving  family. 

5.  A  very  high  percentage  of  people 
recognize  the  need  for  private  colleges 
and  universities  to  have  large 
endowments  (and  they  do  need  them), 
but  very  few  appreciate  the  critical  need 
that  children’s  homes  have  for 
substantial  and  growing  endowments. 


A  Valentine's  Party 


Valentine  Royalty  at  dance  on  February  12  in  Holt  Activities  Center.  Prince  Eric 
and  Princess  Deanna  (front  row)  Queen  Sandra  and  King  Jeff  (back  row)  preside 
over  the  festivities. 


several  other  child  care  facilities  across 
Louisiana. 

There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the 
referral  of  children  from  private 
sources.  The  reasons  for  this  increase 
are  not  as  easily  explained  as  those 
concerning  state  referrals.  Nevertheless, 
the  situation  seems  to  be  influenced  by 
economics.  With  the  current  inflation 
and  unemployment  more  and  more 
families  are  coming  under  increased 
pressure.  Whatever  family  problems 
that  existed  prior  to  the  tense  economic 
situation  tend  to  be  aggravated  by  the 
additional  pressure  placed  upon  the 
family  by  worry  over  financial  problems. 

The  high  population  in  the  emergency 
and  evaluation  programs  means  an 
increased  work  load  in  several  areas. 
The  staff  of  the  intake  center  are  most 
directly  effected  since  they  provide  for 
most  of  the  hours  of  care  during  each 
day.  However,  the  educational  depart¬ 
ment  has  experienced  added  pressure 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  on-campus 
classroom  which  serves  these  children 
is  operating  at  full  capacity  also. 
Then  there  is  the  need  for  additional 
time  and  space  for  recreational  needs 
which  must  be  handled  by  the  agency’s 
activities  director. 

In  spite  of  the  extra  time  and  effort 
required  by  the  total  MCH  team, 
executive  director,  Terrel  DeVille,  has 
most  adequately  expressed  the  feelings 
of  his  fellow  staff  members.  He  said  “We 
are  pleased  that  we  have  the  opportunity 
to  serve,  even  if  it  means  added  work  and 
responsibility  for  us.  After  all,  that  is 
why  we  are  here  and  I’m  glad  that  people 
will  turn  to  us  at  times  like  this.” 


Magician  James  Luce  performs  for  The  Valentine  Dance  and  party. 

Staff  Will  Talk  Missions 


How  well  acquainted  is  your  church 
group  with  the  various  church  related 
ministries  and  projects  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference?  If  you  feel  that  you 
could  benefit  from  being  better  informed 
concerning  these  programs  why  not 
invite  a  speaker  from  MCH  to  present 
them  to  your  group. 

Both  Executive  Director,  Terrel 
DeVille,  and  Public  Relations  and 
Development  Director,  Doug  Williams, 
have  experience  presenting  these 
various  ministries  before  church  groups. 
They  both  took  part  in  the  conference 
wide  missions  training  event  held  in 
March  1982.  DeVille  presented  the 
conference  advance  specials  in  the 
Alexandria  District  while  Williams  did 
the  same  in  the  Shreveport  District. 
Since  that  time  Williams  made  a  similar 
presentation  on  a  Sunday  morning  before 
the  congregation  of  North  Highlands 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

The  MCH  staff  are  eager  to  acquaint 
your  church  group  with  the  work  of 


United  Methodism  throughout  the 
Louisiana  conference.  They  are  well 
aware  of  what  it  means  to  be  engaged  in 
an  extension  ministry  and  to  have  the 
support  of  churches  and  individuals 
undergirding  their  work.  Out  of  their 
appreciation  for  this  network  of  support 
they  wish  to  make  available  their 
speaking  services  on  behalf  of  all  the 
projects  and  ministries  related  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  They  feel  their 
efforts  can  be  of  value  to  all  the 
conference  projects,  especially  those 
who  do  not  usually  have  staff  persons 
available  to  promote  them  in  the 
churches. 

Next  time  you  are  in  search  of  a 
program  for  your  entire  congregation  or 
a  group  within  your  church  perhaps  you 
should  consider  calling  upon  Terrel 
DeVille  or  Doug  Williams  to  present  a 
program.  You  will  find  it  an  uplifting 
experience  to  find  out  how  many 
different  ways  your  church  serves  so 
many  people. 


The  leadership  of  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  believes  that  everyone  interested 
in  this  child-caring  mission,  and  other 
church-related  programs,  should,  as  a 
very  minimum  expression  of  concern, 
provide  the  following  in  their  wills  for  the 
programs  they  have  had  a  deep  interest 
for  during  their  lifetimes. 

1.  Put  the  children’s  homes  and  other 
church-related  agencies  in  their  wills  as 
contingent  beneficiaries.  This  simple  act 
means  that  all  your  beneficiaries  will  get 
what  you  want  them  to  have,  if  they  are 
living  when  your  will  is  probated  —  if  not, 
the  missions  you  wish  to  give  everlasting 
support  to  will  receive  their  shares. 

2.  Put  the  children's  home  in  as  a 
Residual  Legatee.  This  means  that 
should  there  be  some  part  of  your  estate 
left  after  all  your  instructions  are  carried 
out,  this  unassigned  portion  will  go  to 
child  care. 

3.  Put  the  children’s  program  in  for  a 
bequest  in  an  amount  that  would  earn  as 
much  annually, as  you  are  now  giving  (or 

i  f<Jr  whdt  you  would  like  to  have  been  able 
'to  give  during  your  lifetime ) . 

FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  ALL  THOSE  YOU 
LOVE.  AND  ESPECIALLY  THE 
CHILDREN,  PLEASE  SEE  YOUR 
LAWYER  IMMEDIATELY  to  write  or 
update  your  will. 


Easter  Memorials  and  Honor  Gifts 

There  can  be  no  more  appropriate  way  to  show  your  appreciation  for  your  friends 
and  relatives  than  by  making  a  memorial  or  honor  gift  in  their  name  to  Methodist 
Children’s  Home.  And  is  there  a  more  fitting  time  than  Easter9 

All  memorials  and  honorariums  will  be  acknowledged  on  special  seasonal 
stationery.  Persons  honored  will  be  notified  directly  while  families  of  deceased  will 
receive  notification  of  your  expression  of  friendship. 

Gifts  to  MCH  continue  to  help  underwrite  the  ever  increasing  cost  of  care  for 
children  and  youth  unable  to  be  with  their  own  families.  Your  gift  in  the  name  of  one 
you  love  will  enable  MCH  to  better  share  God’s  love  with  those  who  are  in  our  care. 

Use  the  enclosed  coupon  or  call  in  your  special  contribution  today ! 


Mr.  Terrell  J.  DeVille 
Executive  Director 
Methodist  Children's  Home 
Box  929 

Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 

Enclosed  is  my  Easter  gift  for  the  children  and  youth  in  your  program. 
It  is  a  memorial  for:  _ 


Please  notify: 


Address: 


It  is  in  honor  of 


My  name: 


Address : 


Please  credit  my  church: 


2911  centenary  BLVD 
SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Around  The  Conference 
Haynes  Preaching  at 
Gammon  Convocation 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  will  preach  at  the  closing  worship  service  for  the  Centennial 
Convocation  to  be  held  March  4  at  10:00  a. m.  at  Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  The  celebration  is  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  school. 

Annual  Conference 
Room  Reservations 

Mr.  Dick  Anders,  Dean  of  Students  at  Centenary  College,  is  making  plans  for 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Room  Reservations  at  this  time.  Letters  and 
Room  Reservation  Cards  will  be  sent  to  pastors  and  delegates  within  the  next 
few  days. 

Mr.  Anders  stated  that  a  block  of  rooms  is  being  held  for  retired  ministers  and 
wives  ( widows )  until  April  15th. 

Delegates  who  have  not  received  information  on  housing  by  March  20th 
should  contact  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministry  Office,  P.O.  Box  3057, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821  or  write  the  Dean  of  Students  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  2911  Centenary  Boulevard,  Shreveport,  LA  71104. 

Ground  Breaking  Service  Held 
at  FUMC,  Alexandria 


The  ground  breaking  service  for  a  new  classroom/building  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  was  held  on  January  30,  1983.  The  building  was 
made  possible  by  a  gift  from  the  late  Jim  Ferguson  and  will  be  built  between  the 
adult  and  children’s  wing  of  the  education  complex.  It  will  be  used  to  house  the 
50/50  Sunday  school  class  and  various  meetings  throughout  the  week. 

The  Reverend  Tracy  Arnold  is  senior  minister  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Holbert  at  Christ  UMC 

Dr.  John  C.  Holbert  spoke  at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  on 
February  27,  28,  and  March  1.  Holbert  is  on  the  faculty  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

The  title  of  his  series  was:  “Job:  The  Struggle  is  All.” 


United  Methodist  Women 
to  Hold  Retreat 
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Carol  Susan  Winn 
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Seminar  Offered 
on  ‘Crisis  in 
Criminal  Justice’ 

A  major  seminar 
on  the  “Crisis  in 
Criminal  Justice” 
will  be  held  at  Lou¬ 
isiana  State  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Baton  Rouge 
on  March  7  and  8. 

It  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Louisi- 
ana  Interchurch 
Conference  and  the 

University  Chap- _ _ 

lains  Association.  David  Rothenberg 

The  crisis  in  criminal  justice  is  too 
much  crime;  increasing  numbers  of 
inmates;  increasing  costs  for  building 
prisons  and  jails  and  for  housing, 
feeding,  and  clothing  12,000  inmates  in 
our  state  institutions  and  7,000  in  our 
jails;  and  the  increasing  number  of 
employees  and  concomitant  cost.  ( Every 
three  inmates  require  one  full  time 
employee. )  Compounding  the  crisis  is  the 
fact  that  incarceration  is  not  effective 
and  does  not  deter  further  criminal 
activity. 

Those  who  are  in  prison  learn  new 
ways  to  commit  crimes.  They  are  not 
trained  or  helped  in  prison  to  make  an 
adjustment  back  in  society.  The  time  has 
come  when  responsible  citizens  must 
look  at  our  system.  We  must  consider 
alternatives  to  incarceration.  We  must 
try  to  keep  young  people  out  of  the 
criminal  justice  system  so  that  they  will 
not  develop  a  self-image  of  a  criminal. 
We  must  develop  sentences  of 
community  service  and  restitution,  and 
we  must  look  at  the  causes  of  crime  in 
our  society.  All  of  these  factors  are  a  part 
of  the  crisis.  Responsible  citizens 
throughout  the  state  are  invited  to  take 
part  in  this  major  seminar. 

The  opening  session  will  be  on  March  7 
at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Royal  Ballroom  of  the 
LSU  Union.  David  Rothenberg  will  give 
the  keynote  address  entitled  “The  Crisis 
in  Corrections:  Sentencing  and  Prison 
Construction.”  Mr.  Rothenberg  is  the 
founder  and  director  of  the  Fortune 
Society  in  New  York  City. 

The  seminar  will  continue  on  March  8 
with  a  continental  breakfast  at  8:30  a.m. 
in  the  Royal  Ballroom  and  a  panel 
discussion  on  “Alternatives  to  Incar¬ 
ceration."  Dr.  Patrick  Anderson, 
Professor  of  Criminal  Justice  at  LSU, 
will  moderate  the  panel. 

Four  workshops  will  follow  the  panel 
discussion  including  one  chaired  by  the 
Reverend  James  L.  Stovall,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  on  "Legislation  Regarding 
Criminal  Justice.” 

The  registration  fee  for  the  seminar  is 
$10  per  person.  This  will  include  payment 
for  the  noon  luncheon  and  the  continental 
breakfast.  Advance  registration  is 
requested.  Please  call  the  office  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  at 
(504)  924-0213. 

Room  reservations  may  be  made  at 
Pleasant  Hall  by  calling  the  toll  free 
number  1-800-272-8019  or  in  Baton  Rouge 
388-3135. 
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Worship,  Preaching  Workshops  to  be  Held 


Two  workshops  will  be  held  in  the 
conference:  March  7  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston  and  on  March 
9  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  Dr.  Richard  Eslinger,  Acting  As¬ 
sistant  General  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship’s  Section  on  Worship  and 
Dr.  William  B.  McClain,  Associate 
Professor  of  Homiletics  and  Worship  will 
serve  as  resource  persons  and  leaders 
for  these  events. 

Some  of  the  topics  that  will  be  covered 
are:  Trends  in  Worship,  including 
Liturgical  Reform,  New  Worship 
Resources,  and  Preaching  and  Liturgy; 
The  Theology  of  Preaching;  The  Task  of 
Preaching;  and  Practicum  in  Worship. 
In  the  Practicum  in  Worship,  the 
workshop  participants  will  participate  in 
the  planning  and  conduction  of  a  worship 
experience.  The  workshops  will  start  at 
9.00  a.m.  and  will  conclude  that  evening 
(approximately  9:00  p.m.).  One 

Continuing  Education  Unit  will  be 
awarded  to  the  clergy  who  participate  in 
the  complete  workshop.  These 
workshops  are  a  must  for  Pastors, 

William  Sloane  Coffman 
to  be  Guest  Lecturer 

On  March  13th  and  14th  the  United 
Methodist  Ministries  on  the  campuses  of 
Tulane  University  and  the  University  of 
New  Orleans  will  sponsor  several  events 
featuring  as  guest  lecturer.  Dr.  William 
Sloane  Coffin. 

Dr.  Coffin  is  the  Senior  Minister  of  the 
famed  Riverside  Church  in  New  York 
City,  and  the  former  Chaplain  of  Yale 
University. 

While  in  New  Orleans,  he  will  be 
speaking  on  the  topic:  “The  Arms  Race 
and  The  Human  Race.”  The  schedule  is 
as  follows: 

March  13th  7:30  p.m.  Rogers  Chapel, 
Tulane  University,  reception  to 
follow  at  the  Chapel  of  The  Holy 
Spirit,  1100  Broadway,  New  Orleans. 

March  14  12:00  noon  Luncheon  at  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
3900  St.  Charles  Avenue,  New 
Orleans.  Sponsored  by  the  Inter- 
Church  Conference.  Cost  $5, 
reservations  call:  (504  )  899-3431. 

March  14th  3:00  p.m.  Lecture  at 

University  of  New  Orleans,  Royle  & 
Burbon  Room,  No.  211  University 
Center. 

A  Report  on  the 
‘Intro  80  V  Workshops 

Over  39,000  United  Methodists  in  305 
districts  and  72  conferences  nationwide 
participated  in  an  extensive  series  of 
“Intro  80’s”  workshops  introducing  the 
new  children’s,  youth  and  adult  United 
Methodist  resources. 

29,328  United  Methodists  attended 
district  workshops  following  68 
conference  level  “Intro  80’s”  workshops, 
which  covered  every  United  Methodist 
annual  conference  except  Puerto  Rico. 

Led  by  staff  of  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee  (CRC)  and  the 
Section  on  Christian  Education  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  (BOD)  and 
Cokesbury,  the  retail  sales  division  of 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
the  conference  level  “Intro  80's” 
programs  were  held  from  March  to 
September  of  last  year. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference,  there 
were  691  people  who  participated, 
representing  seven  districts. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  will  hold  their  third  retreat  at 
Seashore  Assembly  Grounds,  Biloxi,  Mississippi  on  March  18,  19,  and  20.  The  theme 
for  this  year’s  retreat  will  be  “ROADS  TO  SHALOM."  Serving  as  retreat  leader  will 
be  Elise  Eslinger  of  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  retreat  celebrant  is  Carol  Susan  Winn 
of  New  Orleans.  Marian  Eggerton  is  Chairperson  of  the  Retreat  Task  Group  and  Amy 
Ward  is  Vice-Chairperson  and  Registrar. 

Attendance  at  the  Retreat  is  limited  to  150  women  but  others  are  encouraged  to 
participate  as  “At  Home  Retreatants.”  A  retreat  is  a  special  time  apart  with  a  theme 
and  a  purpose  and  it  is  hoped  that  retreatants  will  explore  their  individual  paths  of 
entry  into  the  faith  and  their  growth  through  knowledge  and  experience  of  other 
pathways  of  faith;  to  bring  these  “ROADS  TO  SHALOM"  together  and  renew  the 
common  bond  and  commitment. 


Churches  Having  Paid  100%  of  Conference 
Askings  as  of  February  25, 1983 

Church  Minister 

Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  Wallace  P.  Blackwood 
Cheney ville  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  John  M.  Downs 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  Clinton  A.  Jordon 
Oberlin  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  Gary  L.  VanHorn 
Simsboro  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  Clinton  A.  Jordon 
Whites  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  Larry  D.  O’Dell 
Sicily  Island  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  I.  Elmer  Malone 
Lisbon  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
Sieper  United  Methodist  Church  —  Reverend  David  Holden 
Alexandria,  Wesley  United  Mthodist  Church  —  Major  Goldman 
Clear  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero 
Evergreen  United  Methodist  —  Larry  O’Dell 
Beulah  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Abe  Connerly 
Tuloose  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Provencal  United  Methodist  Church  —  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Weaver  United  Methodist  Church  —  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Darlington  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 

Center  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 

Days  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 

Tinder  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Gary  L.  Van  Horn 
Harry’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Bush  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Summerfield  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  John  Oldham 
Mill  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Kurt  Oheim 
Strange  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Kurt  Oheim 
Gilliam  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Cecil  Mims 
Keatchie  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  R.  S.  DeBusk 
Longstreet  United  Methodist  Church  —  Dr.  Robert  E.  Taylor 


Dr.  Richard  Eslinger 

Council  on  Ministries  Chairpersons, 
Worship  Coordinators,  Ministers  of 
Music,  Choir  Directors  and  other 


Dr.  William  B.  McClain 


interested  persons.  A  modest  registra¬ 
tion  fee  for  meals  and  materials  will  be 
charged. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


NEW  CHURCH  SCHOOL  LESSON  SERIES 
Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  of  Centenary  College  will  be  teaching  the  next  church  school 
lesson  series  via  satellite  March  6  to  May  29.  The  series  will  be  based  upon  The  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson’s  third  quarter  entitled  The  Book  of  Acts.  Why  not  invite  your  class  to 
study  with  Dr.  Pomeroy  each  Sunday. 

‘The  International  Lesson 
Series  Preview 9 


Note  from  the  Editor  " The  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Series  Preview"  will  be 
featured  weekly.  Dr.  J.  Albert  Trickett 
will  be  writing  the  "preview"  in  an  effort 
to  assist  church  school  members  in 
preparing  for  their  Sunday  lesson. 

By  Dr.  J.  Albert  Trickett, 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Baton  Rouge 

An  Expectant  F ellou ship 

( Lesson  for  March  6 ) 

Acts  1:4-14 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  opens  with 
Luke's  writing  that  “in  the  first  book" 

( the  Gospel  of  Luke)  he  had  told  of  Jesus' 
ministry  on  earth  “until  the  day  when  he 
was  taken  up  ..."  In  the  third  verse, 
Luke  tells  of  Jesus  “presenting  himself 
after  his  passion  by  many  proofs.”  Then 
he  begins  to  write  of  things  Jesus  said 
and  did  while  staying  with  the  apostles. 
What  Jesus  said  and  did  made  a  group  of 
believers  into  an  expectant  fellowship. 

The  expectancy  of  this  fellowship  was 
made  possible  by  the  greatest  fact  of 
history',  the  resurrection.  There  would 
have  been  no  Christianity  had  there  been 
no  resurrection.  This  is  what  made  the 
Christian  faith  unique  and  dynamic.  A 
leader  had  been  crucified  but  there  had 
been  martyrs  before  and  there  would  be 
martyrs  to  come.  The  difference  between 
an  ordinary  martyr  and  the  martyred 
Christ  was  (and  is)  that  Christ  refused  to 
stay  dead.  He  not  only  arose  from  the 
dead  but  continued  to  lead  and  inspire  his 
people  by  appearing  to  them  and 
confronting  them  with  a  great 
commission.  The  resurrection  fact 
changed  grief  and  dispair  into  hope. 
Those  persons  who  had  seen  Him  die  and 
who  felt  the  pangs  of  guilt  in  not 
defending  Him  now  saw  Him  alive  and 
moving  redemptively  in  their  lives.  The 
fellowship  became  the  church  and  the 
church  became  expectant. 

With  the  resurrection  came  Jesus’ 
promise.  If  his  followers  would  remain 
patiently  and  expectantly  in  Jerusalem, 
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they  would  receive  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  disciples  knew  of  John’s 
baptism  with  water  and  they 
remembered  that  baptism  will  come 
soon  in  Jerusalem.  The  resurrection 
promise  gave  them  a  new  vitality  and 
intensified  their  expectancy. 

Jesus’  returning  from  the  dead  was 
more  than  just  a  magic  trick.  It  was 
powerful.  Not  only  did  his  post-resur¬ 
rection  appearances  and  teaching 
comfort  the  disciples  but  they  also 
carried  with  them  a  great  commission. 
Then  the  disciples  asked,  “Lord,  will  you 
at  this  time  restore  the  kingdom  to 
Israel?"  Jesus  replied  that  they  did  not 
have  to  know  the  details  of  this 
restoration.  What  they  needed  to  know 
was  that,  if  they  remained  in  Jerusalem, 
and  believed  on  Him,  they  would  receive 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  would  be 
‘  ’w i tnesses  i n  J  erusa lem  a  nd  i  n  a  11 J udea 
and  Samaria  and  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.”  The  disciples  were  commis¬ 
sioned  to  witness  to  what  they  knew 
about  Christ  and  to  do  so  not  just  in  words 
but  in  actions,  attitudes  and  total  lives. 

The  fact  of  the  resurrection,  its 
promise  and  commission  gave  identity  to 
a  resurrection  community,  those  persons 
who  believed  in  a  risen  and  living  Christ 
strongly  enough  to  give  their  all  in  His 
service  and  for  His  sake.  They  had  a 
unity  of  purpose  as  they  prayed,  served 
and  loved  together.  The  expectant 
fellowship  lived  responsively  and 
victoriously. 

The  Church  lives  today  because  Christ 
lives  today.  And  the  Church  participates 
in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  when  we 
grasp  the  great  fact  and  promise  of  the 
resurrection.  Only  when  we  receive  and 
use  His  power  in  response  to  His  great 
evangelistic  commission  does  it  become 
effective  in  our  lives  and  in  the  lives  of 
those  whom  we  touch.  As  we  patiently 
await  His  coming,  as  we  eagerly  receive 
and  accept  His  indwelling,  as  we 
devotedly  give  our  all  for  Him  and  His 
kingdom,  we  can  sense  our  unity  with  His 
Spirit  and  know  the  triumphant  life  He 
offers. 


connection 


l  j  1-800-251-8591 

cumouphone 


Keeps  you  informed  about  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources 


page: 


CBS  effort  to  ‘protect’  sponsors 
deserves  ‘60  Minutes’-style  probe 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  4,  1983 


In  response  to  a  recent  inquiry  from  a 
frustrated  reader,  the  Reporter  called 
CBS  headquarters  in  New  York  and 
requested  a  list  of  the  commercial 
sponsors  of  the  “60  Minutes”  telecast  on 
January  23.  “60  Minutes"  that  evening 
included  a  double-length  segment  on  the 
National  and  World  Councils  of  Churches 
called  “The  Gospel  According  to 
Whom?”  (seeUMR,  Jan.  28  and  Feb.  25). 
The  voice  on  the  other  end  informed  us, 
as  it  earlier  informed  the  reader  who 
sought  our  help,  that  CBS  is  “not 
privileged  to  give  that  information  out 
.  .  .  because  we  have  to  protect  our 
advertisers.” 

“Protect  our  advertisers?”  From  what? 
Advertisers  pay  dearly  for  the  right  to 
share  their  message  with  the  viewers  of  a 
top-rated  program  like  “60  Minutes.”  So, 
we  can  understand  why  the  last  thing 
they  want  their  investment  to  produce  is 
a  flurry  of  negative  responses  to  a 
program  they  have  sponsored.  At  one 
time  most  companies  bought  TV  spots 
with  little  or  no  regard  for  the  content  of 
the  program  being  sponsored,  but  that  is 
decreasingly  the  case  today.  In  recent 
years,  however,  many  companies  have 
developed  a  high  degree  of  sensitivity 
regarding  the  programs  with  which  their 
corporate  names  are  associated. 

Hence  it  is  naive  to  believe  that  CBS  is 
primarily  concerned  to  “protect"  the 
sponsors  of  “60  Minutes”  by  refusing  to 
reveal  their  identity.  Rather,  we  believe 
the  network  is  primarily  desirous  of 
protecting  its  own  interests  from  any 
adverse  effect  that  might  result  from  an 
other-than-passive  response  by  viewers 
to  network  programming. 

Such  self-protection  by  CBS  in  relation 
to  “60  Minutes”  appears  to  reveal  a 
double  standard  in  the  network’s 
operations:  One  in  which  it  catalogues  its 
search  for  skeletons  in  the  closets  of 
others,  and  another  in  which  its  own 
skeletons  are  concealed  from  sight  —  at 
least  the  sight  of  its  sponsors.  In  the 
latter  effort,  CBS  policy  ironically 
appears  to  reflect  the  same  kind  of 
evasiveness,  rationalization,  and 
defensiveness  that  “60  Minutes” 
cameras  and  commentaries  mercilessly 
expose  in  others  week  after  week. 

While  the  CBS  policy  of  “protecting” 
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sponsors  appears  to  be  administered 
without  regard  for  whether  viewer- 
feedback  is  positive  or  negative,  its  most 
sinister  effect  occurs  in  cases  where 
viewers  feel  a  serious  injustice  has  been 
done  via  a  particular  program.  When  the 
network’s  program  executives 
subsequently  are  unresponsive  to  their 
appeals  to  fairness,  they  recognize  that 
their  only  remaining  recourse  is  the 
program’s  commercial  sponsors. 

The  Jan.  23  “60  Minutes"  presentation 
regarding  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches  falls  into  this 
category,  at  least  in  part.  It  included 
breaches  of  fairness  and  balance  which 
some  church  leaders  believe  will  cause 
long-term  harm  to  those  ecumenical 
organizations  and  to  the  churches  which 
are  related  to  them.  Some  blatantly  false 
impressions  created  during  that 
presentation  —  such  as  the  image  of 
money  placed  in  an  offering  plate  later 
being  used  to  buy  Soviet-made  rifles  — 
make  it  altogether  understandable  why 
CBS  would  feel  a  need  to  "protect”  its 
sponsors  from  viewer-feedback. 

Our  previous  evaluative  comments  re¬ 
garding  the  Jan.  23  edition  of  “60  Minutes" 
suggested  that  there  were  some  valid 
questions  raised  by  the  program  that 
church  leaders  dare  not  ignore  or  answer 
defensively.  That  judgment  has  not 
changed.  AT  the  same  time,  the  church’s 
critics  —  including  "60  Minute,”  and  in¬ 
directly  its  sponsors  —  should  not  be  ex¬ 
empt  from  judgment  according  to  the  same 
standards  of  openness,  truthfulness  and 
fairness  which  they  demand  of  others. 

Without  prejudging  whether  your  com¬ 
ments  will  be  affirmative  or  critical  of  the 
recent  “60  Minutes”  treatment  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  World  Councils  of  Churches,  or 
the  attitude  of  “60  Minutes”  personnel 
toward  their  sponsors  and  viewers,  we  be¬ 
lieve  those  who  paid  for  the  Jan.  23  “60 
Minutes”  broadcast  would  benefit  by 
knowing  how  you  feel  about  their  com¬ 
mercial  identification  with  this  effort. 

In  order  to  make  such  feedback  possible, 
the  national  sponsors  for  the  program  in 
question,  which  CBS  personnel  refused  to 
divulge  and  we  secured  independently  of 
the  network,  are  listed  along  with  th  eir 
addresses,  in  the  box  immediately  to  the 
right  of  this  statement. 


‘60  Minutes’ 
national  sponsors 
for  Jan.  23, 1983 

Following  are  the  names,  chief 
executive  officers,  and  addresses  of 
the  “National  Sponsors”  for  the  “60 
Minutes”  program  on  Jan.  23,  1983, 
which  included  a  double-length 
segment  regarding  the  National  and 
World  Council  of  Churches  called 
“The  Gospel  According  to  Whom?” 
The  Reporter  is  making  this 
information  available  following  the 
refusal  of  CBS  personnel  to  make  it 
available  to  viewers  who  requested  it 
( see  editorial  to  the  left  of  this  box ) . 
American  Motors  Corp. 

W.  Paul  Tippett,  Chairman 
27777  Franklin  Road 
Southfield,  MI  48034 
RCA  (Hertz) 

Thornton  Bradshaw,  Chairman 
30  Rockefeller  Plaza 
New  York,  NY  10020 
American  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Charles  Brown,  Chairman 
195  Broadway 
New  York,  NY  10007 
Mazda  Motors  of  America 
Kiyoshi  Matsuno,  President 
3040  East  Anna  St. 

Compton,  CA  90221 
Ralston  Purina 
William  P.  Stiritz,  President 
5925  Lindale 
St.  Louis,  MO  63112 
Ford  Motor  Co. 

Phillip  Caldwell,  Chairman 
The  American  Road 
Dearborn,  MI  48121 
Gallo  Wines 
E&J  Gallo 

Ernest  Gallo,  Chairman 
Box  1130 

Modesto,  CA  95353 

Florists’  Trans-world  Delivery.  Assn. 
William  A.  Maas,  CEO 
P.O.Box  2227 
Southfield,  MI  48037 
Employers  Insurance  Of  Wausau 
P.  A.  Duckworth,  Chairman 
2000  W.  Wood  Drive 
Wausau,  WI 54401 


Here  I  Stand 

‘Justice’ defined  in  Christian  context  is 
equality  of  opportunity;  not  results 


By  JOHN  11.  HARWOOD 
The  great  objective,  "justice,"  is 
mentioned  frequently  in  church 
literature  and  in  the  secular  media. 
Eerdman’s  “New  Bible  Dictionary”  says 
that  the  word  “justice"  occurs  26  times 
in  the  Old  Testament.  It  does  not  appear 
at  all  as  a  noun  in  the  Authorized  Version 
of  the  New  Testament,  although  the 
adjectives  “just”  or  "righteous"  appear 
30  times.  I  have  never  heard  of  anyone 
who  has  said  that  he  was  not  in  favor  of 
justice.  But  strangely,  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  a  comprehensive  definition 
of  the  term:  one  that  covers  all  aspects. 
So  I  have  composed  my  own  definition  as 
follows: 

Perfect  justice  is  a  utopian  myth,  but 
for  all  practical  purposes,  justice  is 
approximated  when  individuals  earn 
what  they  get,  and  get  what  they  earn 
through  their  own  efforts,  or  receive 
equity  in  cases  of  dispute  with  other 
persons,  with  the  maximum  possible 
freedom  and  security  for  their  persons 
and  property.  On  the  negative  side, 
justice  is  done  when  people  get  what  they 
deserve  for  anti-social  behavior  as 
defined  by  law.  In  all  of  the  foregoing, 
people  and  society  must  apply  a  prudent 
and  reasonable  measure  of  mercy  and 
compassion,  avoid  undeserved  discrimi¬ 
nation,  and  engage  in  beneficent  activ¬ 
ity.  Also,  society  must  strive  for  equali¬ 
ty  of  opportunity,  and  equality  before 
the  law.  Religious  people  affirm  that 
all  are  equal  before  God,  and  that  God 
is  the  ultimate  judge. 

Agreement  on  terms  needed 

Definitions  are  important.  Socrates 
said  that  the  definition  of  terms  is  the 
beginning  of  wisdom.  Unless  we  all  agree 
at  least  in  a  general  way  on  the  meaning 
of  the  terms  we  use,  we  can  work  at 
cross-purposes,  and  confusion  can  occur. 
For  example,  the  USSR  insists  that  it  is  a 
democracy,  but  obviously,  their 
definition  is  a  far  cry  from  ours.  It  is  my 
considered  belief  that  many  in  the  clergy 
and  bureaucracy  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  hold  a  view  of  justice  that  differs 
markedly  from  that  of  the  mass 
membership.  This  needs  to  be  cleared 
up.  Surely  we  can  arrive  at  a  consensus 


Proposal  to  change  references  to  God:  ‘disturbing’ 


To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  your  article  headlined 
“  ‘Lord’  and  ‘King’  out,”  (UMR,  Feb. 
11),  I  am  appalled  that  there  is  a  task 
force  proposing  deletion  or  changing  of 
names  used  in  the  Holy  Bible  for  use  in 
the  United  Methodist  Churph.  0c. 

According  to  my  “Cruden’s 
Concordance,”  the  word  “Lord”  is  used 
in  relation  to  God  the  Father  or  God  the 
Son  approximately  1500  times  in  the 
scriptures,  and  this  is  a  conservative 
count. 

As  for  the  language  termed  “sexist,” 
there  have  been  kings  and  fathers  all 
through  history  and  every  one  of  them 
have  been  men.  (Ludicrous,  yes,  but  no 
more  so  than  the  proposed  language 
guidelines.)  The  Bible  says  “male  and 
female  He  created  them,”  not  neuter. 
Since  Jesus  called  God  “Father,”  and 
there  is  historical  proof  Jesus  was  a  man, 
I  take  His  word  ;  God  is  “our  Father.  " 

I  have  seen  many  disturbing  signs,  but 
to  me,  this  is  the  capstone.  It  makes  me 
want  to  ask  with  a  tone  of  warning  “Is  it 
God  we  are  worshiping  or  Methodism, 
and  not  the  scripturally  based 
Methodism  of  Wesley  but  one  evolving 
from  the  traditions  of  men?  ” 

I  hope  when  He  comes  as  King  of  Kings 
and  Lord  of  Lords  (Rev.  19:16)  a  task 
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force  is  not  there  telling  Him  that  title 
has  been  erased.  And  if  this  proposal  is 
taken  seriously  —  and  passed  —  God 
forbid!  —  I,  for  one,  will  not  want  any 
longer  to  be  called  “Methodist.” 

Virginia  Hicks 
Shawnee,  Oklahoma 

UMC  being  asked  ~ 
to  adopt  Newspeak 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  “  ‘Lord’  and 
‘King’  out”  (UMR,  Feb.  11)  relates  the 
work  of  “a  national  United  Methodist 
task  force  on  inclusive  language  in  the 
church.”  Perhaps  the  Orwellian-dubbed 
Task  Force  on  Language  Guidelines  is 
simply  gearing  for  1984. 

The  chilling  thought  to  this  under-35- 
Methodist  is  the  apparent  flippant 
disregard  for  centuries  of  tradition  in 
English  sacred  writings.  Evidently  an 
English-speaking  individual  must  adopt 
Newspeak  or,  at  the  very  least,  Aramaic. 
Consider  “Our  Abba  who  art  in  heaven.” 

Although  I  joke  with  friends  that 
someday  United  Methodists  will  sing 
“What  a  person  we  have  in  Jesus,”  this 
writer  plans  that  day  to  be  exclusive  of 
present  company. 

Bruce  R.  Pohlig 
Alexandria,  Minnesota 

God  still  Lord  and  King 

To  the  Editor: 

The  headline  said  “  ‘Lord’  and  ‘King’ 
out”  ( UMR,  Feb.  11 ) .  I’m  sure  that  what 
this  United  Methodist  woman  thinks 
will  not  matter  in  the  least  to  the  Task 
Force  on  Language  Guidelines.  But,  I 
want  to  go  on  record  that  God  is  my 
Heavenly  Father  and  still  is  Lord  and 
King. 

Jesus,  the  strong  Son  of  God  was  a 
man,  a  male,  who  walked  on  this  earth. 
He’s  my  Lord  and  King  also.  He  won’t 
become  “abba”  either.  He  is  Jesus. 

In  my  opinion  the  feminist  movement 
has  caused  many  people  to  do  some  silly 
things. 

Rubye  Clayton 
Wichita,  Kansas 

Verbal  legalism  not  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

It's  disappointing  to  hear  of  a  national 
United  Methodist  task  force  that  is 
proposing  that  the  biblical  terms  of 
"Lord”  and  “King"  for  God  be  dropped 
for  usage  ( See  UMR,  Feb.  11 ) . 

The  last  thing  we  need  now  is  to  try  to 
be  “wiser”  than  the  Bible  or  to  introduce 
a  new  legalism  of  what  words  we  may 
use.  May  we  be  free  enough  to  let  the 
Bible  speak  what  it  says. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Orange,  California 

Guidelines  are  ludicrous 

To  the  Editor: 

So  the  Task  Force  on  Language 
Guidelines  frowns  on  “Lord”  and  “King” 
as  synonyms  for  God!  What  could  be 
more  stirring  than  those  glorious  words 
from  Revelation  incorporated  in  the 
“Hallelujah  Chorus,"  “King  of  Kings, 
and  Lord  of  Lords?”  What  could  be  more 
comforting  than  the  first  line  of  the  23rd 
Psalm?  Try  substituting  “ruler.”  The 
effect  is  ludicrous. 

I  do  not  know  even  one  United  Method¬ 


ist  who  would  object  in  any  way  to  the  use 
of  “Lord,”  “King,”  or  “Father”  in 
reference  to  God.  They  are  used  movingly 
and  beautifully  throughout  the  Bible. 

Mary  Warrington 
McGregor,  Texas 

Task/o^pe  misguided  > 

To  the  Editor: 

I  submit  herewith  a  revised  opening  to 
a  well-known  prayer:  “Our  Person,  who 
art  in  heaven  ...”  I  couldn’t  say  “The 
Lord’s  Prayer”  because  that  is  sexist! 

The  action  of  the  United  Methodist 
Task  Force  on  Language  Guidelines  is 
ridiculous  (see  UMR,  Feb.  11). 
Undoubtedly  similar  concern  for 
picayunish,  wholly  insignificant  ideas 
has  had  a  bearing  upon  the  weakening 
condition  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
I  fear  that  God  and  His  Son  would  be 
laughing  at  our  misguided  efforts  were 
they  not  crying  over  our  stupidity. 

Ruth  Houchin  Rice 
Baldwin  City,  Kansas 

Changes  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  the  article  headlined 
“  ‘Lord’  and  ‘King’  out,”  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  could  find  a  better  place  in  our 
United  Methodist  Church  to  use  the 
“talents”  of  the  people  serving  on  the 
Task  Force  on  Language  Guidelines. 

I,  for  one,  object  to  any  changes  made 
to  our  scriptures,  hymnals,  and  other 
biblical  literature  that  has  been  used  for 
centuries,  to  satisfy  a  minority  of 
feminists. 

If  this  type  of  change  is  to  be  made 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  I  will 
"chuck”  my  50-plus  years  of 
membership  as  a  United  Methodist  and 
look  for  a  church  that  will  use  the  Bible 
as  it  is  now  written.  Carl  R.  Cole 

Hobe  Sound,  Florida 

Reader  can’t  pray 
‘Creator’s  Prayer’ 

To  the  Editor: 

So  many  issues  weigh  heavily  on  my 
mind  and  heart  that  have  occurred 
within  our  church,  the  latest  being  the 
inclusive  language  task  force. 

There  are  so  many  important  and 
needed  concerns  within  our  church  that 
we  should  be  concentrating  on  rather 
than  whether  to  call  God  our  “Lord,” 
"King”  or  "Father.” 

Somehow  I  don’t  think  I  could  ever  pray 
the  Lord’s  (Creator’s)  Prayer  by  saying, 
“Our  Creator  which  art  in  heaven.” 

Lila  Matthes 

Morgantown,  Pennsylvania 

Tinkering  with  names 
dangerous  precedent 

To  the  Editor: 

I  take  offense  to  the  article  headlined 
“  ‘Lord’  and  ‘King’  out”  (UMR,  Feb.  11). 
To  me,  the  entire  article  reeks  of  blas¬ 
phemous  overtones  and  is  an  outrage. 

The  so-called  "task  force”  appears  to 
have  taken  it  upon  their  mortal  selves  to 
decide  that  the  way  Jesus  referred  to 
God  throughout  the  New  Testament  is 
“no  longer  acceptable.”  I  wonder  if 
Carolyn  H.  Oehler  has  considered  that 
her  endorsement  of  the  task  force’s  work 
may  be  unacceptable  to  God?  Obviously, 
society’s  influence  has  dealt  another 
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which  represents  the  value  judgments  of 
the  clergy  and  laity,  because  they, 
working  together,  comprise  the  church. 
The  leadership  alone  is  not  the  church, 
nor  is  the  laity  alone. 

The  idea  of  earning  is  basic  in  my 
definition.  Very  early  in  Genesis,  God 
told  Adam  that  he  would  make  his  way 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  John  Wesley 
uttered  his  famous  maxim:  “Earn  all 
you  can,  save  all  you  can,  give  all  you 
can.” 

‘Good  life’  not  cheap 

Thus,  to  attain  the  good  life  and  to  have 
it  more  abundantly,  we  must  work  for  it. 
Grace  should  not  be  cheap;  neither  is  the 
good  life.  These  things  cannot  be  handed 
to  us  on  a  platter;  they  shoulcj  not  be 
taken  from  one  group  of  people  using  the 
coercive  power  of  the  state  and  given  to 
another.  But  compassion  and  benefi¬ 
cence  are  the  marks  of  the  just  person, 
using  his  own  resources.  Adam  Smith, 
father  of  economics,  was  the  premier 
moral  philosopher  of  his  time,  and  he 
said  that  beneficence  was  the  greatest 
of  all  moral  sentiments.  He  decried 
greed  and  conspicuous  consumption. 

The  modern  liberal  theory  of  justice  is 
much  different.  Besides  equality  of 
opportunity  as  a  goal,  liberals  also  want 
equality  of  result.  However,  people  differ 
greatly  in  their  talent  and  motivation, 
hence  some  will  better  their  lot  more 
than  others,  thus  inequality  of  result  is 
inevitable,  as  sensible  people  know  and 
accept.  Not  all  preachers  can  become 
pastors  of  large  churches.  So  we  do  the 
best  we  can  with  the  talents  God  gave  us. 

Some  people  will  be  rich  and  learned, 
some  will  be  poor  and  unlettered,  with 
the  vast  majority  somewhere  in  between. 
A  decent  society  will  consent  to  be  taxed 
to  provide  the  basics  for  those  who  need 
help.  The  current  federal  budget  shows 
53%  in  the  way  of  transfer  payments, 
with  income  going  from  one  set  of  people 
to  another,  often  from  producers  to  non¬ 
producers.  (People  and  nations  are  poor 
basically  because  they  do  not  produce 
much  in  the  way  of  goods  and  services 
which  can  be  exchanged  in  the  market 
for  the  produce  of  others.  Our  job  is  to 
help  able-bodied  people  become 
producers. ) 

Jesus  never  coerced  anybody 

A  great  many  liberal  clergy  and  laity 
are  not  satisfied  with  this  goal,  however. 
Obsessed  with  the  goal  of  equality  of 
result,  they  favor  using  the  coercive 
power  of  the  state  to  redistribute  wealth 


and  income  on  a  broad  scale.  Jesus  never 
tried  to  coerce  anvhodv  to  do  anything.  If 
the  principle  of  redistribution  is  valid, 
then  its  proponents  should  ask  the  1984 
General  Conference  to  force  churches 
without  debt  to  share  their  income  with 
those  with  mortgages;  and  require 
bishops  and  other  higher-paid  clergy  to 
share  their  income  equally  with  the  less 
affluent.  Is  liberal  theology  based  on  the 
methods  of  Robin  Hood? 

Empowerment  is  1980’s  goal 

The  World  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  boldly 
asserts  that  its  controlling  goal  for  the 
1980’s  is  "empowerment  of  the  poor  and 
oppressed.”  This  means  that  our 
missioners  will  work  to  encourage  the 
proletariat  to  gain  political  power  in 
order  to  force  a  gain  in  its  material 
condition.  Unfortunately,  the  problem  is 
not  political,  but  rather  economic.  Power 
of  itself  does  not  put  bread  on  the  table. 

Socialism  in  poor  countries  has  met 
with  miserable  results  wherever  it  has 
been  tried.  The  latest  example  is  Mexico, 
where  70  years  of  socialist  experiment 
have  brought  the  country  to  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy.  The  Mexican  people  know 
where  the  opportunity  is,  as  they  wade 
the  Rio  Grande  or  otherwise  stream 
across  the  border,  apparently  not 
concerned  with  the  great  injustices  we 
are  supposed  to  suffer  in  our  great  land. 
(Of  course,  any  objective  person  admits 
that  the  U.S.  is  not  free  of  injustices. 
They  do  exist,  of  course.  But  name  any 
land  which  has  a  better  record. ) 

Let’s  get  our  thinking  straightened  out 
and  try  to  end  this  confusion  which  splits 
our  church.  A  consensus  cannot  be 
attained  without  consulting  the  9.5 
million  lay  members  who  are  quite 
competent  to  make  value  judgments  of 
this  sort.  Why  not  seek  their  views?  Do 
we  really  believe  in  democracy  in  the 
church?  Let’s  try  to  reach  agreement, 
and  then  work  together  to  achieve  a 
greater  level  of  justice  for  all  concerned. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  John  H.  Harwood,  is  a 
member  of  First  UMC  in  Birmingham, 
Michigan. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


My  Witness 


Christians  should  seriously 
heed  body?«  warnings 


blow  to  religious  priorities. 

My  Father,  Lord  of  hosts,  and  the  King 
of  Kings  is  also  the  task  force’s  and  Ms. 
Oehler’s.  Always  has  been,  and  always 
will  be.  To  tinker  with  these  names  sets  a 
dangerous  precedent.  What  will  they 
“decide”  next?  That  Jesus  isn’t  really 
the  Son  of  God? 

I  hope  this  frivolous  recommendation 
of  the  task  force  is  not  accepted.  If  it  is,  I 
shall  not  conform  and  will  seriously 
question  my  membership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Fran  Turner 

Saltillo,  Tennessee 

Article  on  mission 
philosophy  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  Dr.  Haskell  Miller  for  his 
"Here  I  Stand"  column  headlined  “Is 
church’s  mission  to  reflect  the  Gospel  in 
one  or  many  forms?”  (UMR,  Jan.  28). 

Dr.  Miller  faults  much  of  the  church’s 
missionary  effort  for  having  been  more  a 
conventional  exercise  than  an  intelligent 
expression  of  the  Christian  spirit.  A  point 
is  that  too  often  those  who  instrument  the 
effort  fail  to  recognize  the  growth  of 
culture  in  the  field. 

He  says  it  is  a  “disservice  to  Christ  and 
the  gospel  to  focus  missions  primarily  on 
the  most  defenseless  culture  groups  or 
elements  of  a  population.”  He  declares 
“The  primary  challenge  in  missions  today 
is  to  find  better  ways  of  communicating 
the  gospel  to  the  most  able  and  informed 
elements  of  the  population.” 

In  application,  one  senses  in  these 
statements  the  likelihood  that  a  similar 
fault  lies  in  other  endeavors,  especially 
political,  resulting  in  a  sentimental,  often 
maudlin  catering  to  the  weak  and 
improvident,  instead  of  appealing  to 
those  a  cut  above  who  could  respond 
wholesomely. 

Dr.  Miller  advocates  comprehensive 
consideration  of  basic  principles  of 
native  cultures  not  only  for  enlighten¬ 
ment,  but  also  with  the  implication  (to 
me)  that  the  efforts  of  the  church  would 
be  revitalized  in  the  process. 

One  would  conclude  that,  when  these 
considerations  in  missions  claim  the 
church’s  attention,  ecumenical  possibili¬ 
ties  and  benefits  are  more  likely  to  be 
realized. 

Roland  D.  Carter 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 


By  LARRY  EISENBERG 

I’m  hoping  that  the  Reporter  will  find 
space  available  along  the  way  to  share 
this  earnest  word  of  caution  from  one 
who  recently  had  four  heart  by-passes ! 

Because  my  wife  and  our  church 
secretary  were  so  insistent,  I  went  to  see 
the  doctor  for  antibiotics  after  a  cold  of 
three  weeks. 

As  a  new  patient,  he  asked  me  many 
questions.  When  I  told  him  that  after 
mowing  the  yard  the  inside  of  the  back  of 
my  neck  became  very  tired  and  I  would 
have  to  rest,  he  motioned  to  his  nurse  to 
schedule  a  stress  test.  ( I  thought  it  a  little 
excessive  since  I’d  had  two  good 
electrocardiograms  in  the  past  14 
months). 

You  should  be  able  to  walk  9-12  minutes 
on  a  moderate  stress  test.  I  made  it  for 
two  minutes!  So,  I  soon  found  myself 
getting  an  angiogram  —  and  then  four 
heart  by-passes! 

The  doctor’s  arguments  were  good: 
“Your  body  basically  is  in  excellent 
shape.  You  need  to  lose  some  weight,  but 
you’ve  had  no  heart  attacks  and  all  is  in 
good  shape."  So  we  did  it.  Prayers 
abounded. 


My  concern  is  for  people  like  me  who 
don’t  count  symptoms  of  much 
consequence,  or  are  just  plain  ignorant. 

Angina  can  give  so  many  warnings  — 
teeth,  throat,  and  of  course,  obvious 
chest  pains. 

I  have  been  one  of  those  active  types  — 
a  workaholic  perhaps  —  who  is  now 
facing  at  least  a  6-week  slowdown.  They 
say  that  by  using  dietary  good  sense  and 
exercise,  I  may  be  better  than  ever. 

Like  Isaiah,  my  confession  is  that  I 
have  been  in  many  ways  a  careless, 
undisciplined  individual  physically  who 
dwells  among  a  bunch  of  others  with  like 
habits.  Maybe  this  little  note  will  help 
somebody  to  take  their  “fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made”  body  to  the  “human 
body  shop”  to  see  if  their  crank-case  is 
ok,  and  if  the  valves  need  a  little 
grinding!  Incidentally,  my  Hindu  doctor 
said  “God  sent  you  to  me!  ” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Larry 
Eisenberg,  is  a  member  of  Douglas 
Boulevard  UMC  in  Midwest  City, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference ). 


AHcme 
Away  from  v 
Home 

Ana  Gonzaga  cared  about 
children  in  poverty  areas,  children 
who  either  had  no  set  curfew 
or  bedtime  or  were  virtual 
prisoners  while  their  parents 
worked. 

In  1930,  she  donated  a 
tract  of  land  about  35  miles  from 
Rio  de  Janiero,  Brazil,  on  which 
a  children's  home  was  built. 

Now  youngsters  find  the  discipl irie, 

Christian  education,  good  nutrition  and 
playtime  they  often  cannot  get  at  home.  They 
attend  public  school  half  a  day  and  participate 
in  a  work  program  for  two  hours,  learning  crafts 
and  receiving  assistance  with  their  homework. 

Children  need  a  home  filled  with  love,  care 
and  attention.  Support  the  Ana  Gonzaga 
Children's  Home. 
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Problems  are  aired 


“Open  adoption”  —  a  policy  of  bringing  both  the  birth  parents  and  the 
adoptive  parents  in  touch  with  each  other  —  is  being  tested  on  a  limited 
basis  by  some  church-related  adoption  agencies. 


UMs  eye  open  adoption 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Imagine  that  you  are  an  adopted  child. 
For  as  long  as  you  can  remember,  you 
have  known  that  you  were  adopted.  But 
your  adoptive  parents  have  raised  you  in 
an  atmosphere  of  love  and  sharing,  and 
you  very  naturally  call  them  “mother” 
and  “daddy.” 

And  yet  ...  you  can’t  give  up 
wondering  what  your  real  parents  were 
like,  particularly  that  woman  who  gave 
you  birth.  Who  is  she?  Where  is  she?  Do 
you  look  like  her?  Is  there  a  history  of 
family  illness  which  she  might  have 
passed  to  you? 

What  is  ‘open  adoption’? 

One  way  for  all  those  questions  and 
many  more  to  be  answered  is  through 
what  is  known  as  the  “open  adoption” 
policy.  It  has  several  variations,  but  at 
its  most  open  it  puts  both  sets  of  parents 
—  the  birth  parents  and  the  adoptive 
parents  —  in  touch  with  each  other,  face 
to  face,  on  either  an  anonymous  or  a 
firstm^me-only  basis  at  the  time  of 
adoption.  The  adoptive  parents  then  can 
choose,  through  the  years,  to  have  their 
adopted  child  in  open  communication 
with  the  birth  mother  or  birth  parents  — 
or  to  permit  no  such  communication. 

The  administrators  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  adoption  agencies,  the 
Reporter  found,  are  divided  on  whether 
the  benefits  outweigh  the  problems. 

Of  the  65  United  Methodist-related 
child  care  agencies,  17  offer  adoption 
services  of  one  form  or  another, 
according  to  Bertha  Swindall,  child  care 
authority  with  the  UMC’s  Division  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 

Those  services  range,  she  said,  from 
simple  referral  to  full  pre-natal  and  post¬ 
natal  care  for  the  mother  and  child. 

“Open  adoption”  was  identified 
recently  with  the  Lutheran  Social 
Service  Agency  of  Texas  at  San  Antonio. 
The  agency’s  administrator,  Kathleen 
Silber,  told  a  national  television  audience 
on  “The  Phil  Donahue  Show”  why  she 
thinks  it  has  been  "a  totally  positive 
experience  for  both  parties”  (sets  of 
parents). 

She  said  about  60  percent  of  the  235 
children  adopted  through  her  agency  in 
1982  were  “open  placements”;  the 
national  figure,  she  said,  is  only  about  5 
percent  of  the  5  million  adopted  children. 

Ms.  Silber  has  co-authored  a  book 
being  issued  in  March,  “Dear  Birth 
Mother,”  which  reportedly  answers 
questions  and  attempts  to  alleviate  fears 
about  open  adoption  based  on  letters 
exchanged  between  adoptive  parents, 
adoptees  and  Ms.  Silber. 

The  United  Methodist  agency  which 
has  felt  the  most  direct  impact  of  the 
“open  adoption”  policy  at  the  Lutheran 
agency  and  its  attendant  publicity  is  the 
Southwest  Maternity  Center,  a  service  of 
The  Methodist  Mission  Home,  also  in  San 
Antonio. 

Dorothy  Barkley,  the  center’s  director, 
told  the  Reporter  that  her  agency  “has 
always  been  concerned  about 
confidentiality  for  all  persons  involved  in 
■adoption.”  But  she  said  she  could  tell 
from  an  increasing  number  of  contacts 
;with  birth  parents,  adoptive  parents  and 
adoptees  old  enough  to  inquire  for 
•themselves  that  more  of  them  feel  more 
:need  to  know  more  about  each  other.  In 
other  words,  a  trend  toward  more 
•openness  has  developed. 

Before  a  child  is  placed  for  adoption, 

•  the  Southwest  Maternity  Center  collects 

•  written  “profiles”  on  both  the  birth 
parents  (mother  if  she  only  is  known) 

•  and  the  proposed  adoptive  parents. 

•  These  profiles  are  used  in  an  attempt  to 
.'place  the  child  in  a  home  most  like  that 
I  which  the  birth  mother  would  prefer. 

I;  Adoptive  parents  are  asked  by 
I  Southwest  Maternity  Center  to  specify  in 
'  writing  their  permission  for  up  to  four 
i degrees  of  increasing  opennness: 
:K1)  Permission  for  a  birthparent(s)  to 
:  read  their  profile,  (2)  permission  for  the 
agency  to  give  a  copy  of  their  profile  to 
the  birthparent(s),  (3)  permission  to 
show  their  photographs  to  the 
birthparent(s),  and  (4)  willingness  to 


meet  with  the  child’s  birthparent(s)  on 
an  anonymous  basis,  with  a  staff 
member  from  the  adoption  agency 
present. 

A  written  form  used  by  Southwest 
Maternity  Center  explains  that  it  offers 
these  options  “in  light  of  the  awareness 
that  openness  is  beneficial  to  the 
adoptee,  rather  than  fantasies  and 
unknowns.” 

The  center’s  written  form  explains, 
“This  allows  the  birth  mother  to  have 
input  into  the  type  of  family  she  wishes 
for  her  child.  We  feel  these  options  not 
only  allow  the  birth  parent  peace  of  mind 
but  are  beneficial  in  helping  the  adoptive 
parent  for  the  sake  of  the  child.” 

The  center’s  Ms.  Barkley  told  the 
Reporter  that  her  agency  attempts, 
through  counseling  with  all  persons 
involved,  “to  seek  the  amount  of  open¬ 
ness  which  we  think  will  be  best  for  the 
child.  But  we  never  permit  full  identity. 

"Adoption  is  an  ongoing  educational 
process,  and  it  is  affected  by  constant 
social  change.  There  are  also  legal 
changes  which  we  licensed  agencies 
have  to  be  particularly  aware  of.” 

Do  gains  outweigh  losses?' 

In  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  at  the  United 
Methodist  Child  Placement  Service, 
Phyllis  Harvey  isn’t  so  sure  that  the 
gains  outweigh  the  losses. 

“I’m  in  my  20th  year  here,  and  I’ve 
seen  many  changes,”  she  told  the 
Reporter.  “West  Virginia  still  has  a 
closed  adoption  law,  which  I  favor. 

“Over  the  years  I’ve  carried  on  a 
running  correspondence  with  a  lot  of  the 
birth  parents,  particularly  the  girls.  I 
share  as  much  as  I  can  with  them  about 
their  children  and  adoptive  parents.  If  I 
have  a  picture  of  the  child,  I’ll  show  it  to 
them.  But  I  never  give  out  the  adoptive 
parents'  names. 

“Under  West  Virginia  law,  once  the 
child  turns  18,  he  or  she  has  the  right  to 
go  to  court  and  find  out  the  identity  of  his 
birthmother  or  parents.  But  I  don’t  think 
that’s  a  healthy  situation.  In  some 
situations,  the  adoptee  and  the  adoptive 
parents  could  handle  it,  but  many 
adoptive  parents  would  feel  threatened. 
And  the  child’s  loyalties  can  be  torn  if  he 
or  she  finds  out  who  his  birthparents  are. 
This  takes  away  from  what  adoption  is 
trying  to  create  in  the  first  place,  namely 
as  natural  a  setting  as  possible  in  which 
to  raise  the  child.  And  the  child,  if  he 
knows  the  identity  of  both  sets  of  parents, 
is  bound  to  feel  guilty  if  he  favors  one  set 
of  parents  over  the  other. 

“I  have  no  problem  with  sharing  the 
most  complete  possible  medical  history 
on  the  birthparents.  But  that  can  be  done 
without  sharing  the  identity. 

“There  is  no  sentiment  in  West 
Virginia  that  I  know  of  to  change  to  an 
open  adoption  law.  Our  main  problem  is 
that  the  number  of  children  available  for 
adoption  is  drastically  below  the  number 
being  sought.  This  has  created 
something  of  a  ‘gray  market’  which 
upsets  us.” 

In  Oklahoma  City,  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Children  and  Youth  Services  office 
for  placement  and  counseling,  Dr.  Orval 
Nelson  told  the  Reporter  that  his  state, 
like  West  Virginia,  has  a  closed  adoption 
law.  There,  too,  at  age  18  the  adopted 
child  can  go  to  court  to  learn  his  or  her 
natural  identity. 

“We  recommend  that  the  adoptive 
parents  let  the  child  know  from  the  very 
beginning  —  as  early  as  age  two  —  that 
the  child  is  adopted.  We  think  it’s  the  only 
fairway. 

“But  we  discourage  the  child’s 
attempts  to  get  in  touch  with  his  or  her 
natural  parents.  We  have  found  that  it 
can  be  very  traumatic.  We  have  also 
seen  cases  where  the  natural  parent 
learns  where  the  child  is  and  attempts  to 
get  the  child  back.” 

Dr.  Nelson  said  that  Oklahoma,  like 
West  Virginia,  has  something  of  a  "gray 
market”  in  adoptions  operated  outside 
licensed  agencies  like  his  own.  So-called 
“independent"  adoptions  outside  the 
licensed  agencies,  he  said,  can  cost  the 
birth  and  adoptive  parents  up  to  $8,000; 
his  agency’s  fees  are  $3,200. 
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Conflicts  over  programming 
continue  to  fuel  controversy 


Christian  views 
mocked  on  TV 
Wildmon  warns 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Wildmon,  the  “David”  who 
sees  himself  up  against  the  “Goliath”  of 
network  television,  brought  his 
campaign  for  better  programming  to 
Nashville  Feb.  18-20. 

Speaking  at  a  national  meeting  of 
conference  lay  leaders,  Mr.  Wildmon,  a 
United  Methodist  Minister  from  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  said  network  television  is 
increasingly  anti-Christian  and  is  being 
used  to  reshape  the  values  of  American 
society  around  a  “secular  humanist” 
doctrine. 

“The  people  responsible  for  network 
television  are  ‘preaching’  just  as  much 
as  any  preacher  in  any  pulpit,”  he  said. 
“They  are  using  television  to  preach 
their  secular  humanist  religion  to  the 
impressionable  children  of  America.” 

About  two-thirds  of  the  annual 
conferences  were  represented  at  the 
National  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  meeting  here  at 
Scarritt  College.  Other  guest  speakers 
included  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  New 
York. 

Advocating  selective  viewing  and 
buying  (from  advertisers),  Mr.  Wildmon 
denied  that  the  National  Federation  for 
Decency,  which  he  founded,  is  a 
"censor”  in  a  free  society.  “Our 
philosophy  is  simple:  networks  are  free 
to  show  anything  they  want  to  show; 
advertisers  are  free  to  sponsor  any 
program;  viewers  are  free  to  watch  any 
of  the  options  offered  by  the  networks; 
consumers  are  free  to  spend  money 
where  they  want.  That’s  as  American  as 
apple  pie.” 

Religion  is  ignored 

While  concentrating  on  what  is 
“deviant  and  amoral,”  television  has 
ignored  religion  as  a  positive  force,  Mr. 
Wildmon  contended.  “During  the  past 
few  months  the  number  of  programs  on 
network  television  directly  mocking 
Christianity,  Christian  values  and 
morals  have  increased  at  a  rapid  pace 
..."  He  included  in  that  assessment  the 
recent  "60  Minutes"  program  critical  of 
the  National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches. 

Pointing  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the 
Gallup  organization  showing  that  90 
percent  of  the  American  people  identify 
with  the  Christian  faith,  Mr.  Wildmon 


observed  that  not  one  continuing  series  in 
a  modern-day  setting  portrays  a  person 
who  is  identified  as  a  Christian. 

Although  the  MASH  series  depicts  a 
chaplain,  Mr.  Wildmon  said  he  is  shown 
at  best  as  "incompetent,  awkward  and 
an  irrelevant  fixture.” 

He  closed  his  presentation  with  the 
stern  warning:  “We’ve  got  three  to  four 
years  left  to  begin  to  turn  it  around,  and 
if  we  don’t,  then  you  can  forget  it.” 

When  asked  what  they  could  do,  Mr. 
Wildmon  told  the  lay  leaders  to  “admit 
we  have  a  problem  and  pray  for  God’s 
guidance.”  He  then  urged  them  to  speak 
out,  promote  selective  viewing  and 
buying,  and  to  press  for  strong 
enforcement  of  federal,  state  and  local 
obscenity  laws. 

Selective  viewing  urged 

Mr.  Wildmon  expressed  hope  that  the 
denomination  could  produce  programs 
which  might  be  picked  up  by  cable-TV 
and  other  systems. 

In  his  keynote  address.  Bishop  Nichols 
challenged  the  use  of  the  word 
“pluralism.”  He  urged  the  lay  leaders  to 
help  Christians  emphasize  similarities 
more  than  differences,  harmony  more 
than  disunity. 

He  said  a  major  deficiency  in  local 
churches  is  the  “inability  of  our 
association  to  produce  the  kind  of 
charismatic  support  for  one  another  the 
church  was  designed  to  produce." 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  CBS  News  has 
refused  to  give  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  air  time  to  respond  to  a  critical 
recent  “60  Minutes”  segment  called 
‘  ‘The  Gospel  According  to  Whom?” 

"We  believe  the  broadcast  was,  in  all 
respects,  fair  and  accurate,"  Robert 
Chandler,  CBS’s  senior  vice  president  for 
documentaries  and  operations,  said  in  a 
letter  to  NCC  General  Secretary  Claire 
Randall.  “We  feel  no  obligation,  morally 
or  journalistically,  to  offer  you  time.” 

Dr.  Randall  had  called  the  “60 
Minutes”  report  “highly  inaccurate  and 
unfair”  in  a  critique  sent  to  program 
producer  Don  Hewitt.  The  NCC  response, 
outlining  “a  large  part  of  the 
misrepresentations  and  distortions," 
declared  that  “while  the  technicalities 
may  not  require  you  to  offer  us  equal 
time,  we  believe  you  are  obligated  to  do 


During  business  sessions,  the 
association  prepared  legislative  pro¬ 
posals  for  the  1984  General  Conference. 

One  proposal  calls  for  chairpersons  of 
the  local  church  Committee  on 
Nominations  and  Personnel  to  be  elected 
by  the  committee  members.  The  pastor 
is  now  automatically  chairperson  of  the 
committee. 

Much  discussion  was  related  to  the 
issue  of  involving  laity  in  approving 
persons  for  ministerial  membership  in 
an  annual  conference.  A  proposal  that 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  A  survey  of 
influential  television  writers  and 
executives  in  Hollywood  has  shown  they 
are  far  less  religious  than  the  general 
public  and  "diverge  sharply  from 
traditional  values"  on  such  issues  as 
abortion,  homosexual  rights  and 
extramarital  sex. 

“They  have  moved  toward  a  markedly 
more  secular  orientation,”  according  to 
the  study  published  in  Public  Opinion,  a 
magazine  of  the  American  Enterprise 
Institute  for  Public  Policy  Research 
here.  While  nearly  all  of  the  104 
Hollywood  professionals  interviewed  had 
a  religious  background,  45  percent  now 


so  on  moral  and  journalistic  grounds.  ” 

Leaders  of  five  Protestant 
denominations  also  demanded  time  from 
CBS  News  under  “personal  attack" 
rules,  and  were  refused  in  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Chandler.  The  request  to  CBS 
President  Gene  F.  Jankowski  was  made 
by  the  law  firm  of  Moore,  Berson, 
Lifflander  &  Mewhinney,  on  behalf  of  top 
executives  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ); 
Episcopal  Bishop  John  Burt  of  Ohio;  and 
the  United  Methodist  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

The  letter  objected  to  claims  in  "60 
Minutes”  that  churches  and  their 
officials  are  supporting  international 
communism  without  the  knowledge  of 
their  members. 


lay  members  vote  in  the  executive 
session  with  clergy  on  matters  related  to 
ministerial  membership  was  defeated. 
Instead,  the  group  recommended  that  20 
percent  of  the  members  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  be  lay  persons, 

Officers  of  the  National  Association 
are  J.  D.  Hardcastle,  Peninsula  Confer¬ 
ence,  president;  Anita  Fenstermacher, 
Northern  Indiana,  vice-president;  Frank 
Bean,  Kentucky  Conference,  secretary, 
and  Ava  Swofford,  Missouri  East  Con¬ 
ference,  treasurer. 


say  they  have  no  religion  and  of  the  other 
55  percent  only  7  percent  say  they  attend 
a  religious  service  as  much  as  once  a 
month. 

“This  group  has  had  a  major  role  in 
shaping  the  shows  whose  themes  and 
stars  have  become  staples  in  our  popular 
culture,”  wrote  the  three  authors  of  the 
study,  Robert  Lichter  of  George 
Washington  University.  Stanley 
Rothman  of  Smith  College  and  Linda 
Lichter  of  Columbia  and  George 
Washington  Universities.  The  study  was 
part  of  a  series  on  leadership  attitudes  in 
various  fields. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  respondents  said 
they  did  not  regard  homosexual  relations 
as  wrong  and  51  percent  did  not  deem 
adultery  as  wrong.  Of  the  49  percent  who 
called  extramarital  affairs  wrong  only  17 
percent  felt  that  way  strongly,  the  study 
said.  Nearly  all  —  97  percent  —  favored 
the  right  of  a  woman  to  choose  an 
abortion,  91  percent  holding  that  view 
strongly. 

By  contrast,  other  surveys  have  shown 
85  percent  of  Americans  consider 
adultery  wrong,  71  percent  regard 
homosexual  activity  wrong  and  nearly 
three  fourths  of  the  public  want  abortion 
limited  to  certain  hard  cases  or  banned 
altogether. 

Very  few  of  the  entertainment  leaders 
have  roots  in  “Middle  America,”  the 
study  said.  Primarily  from  the  Northeast 
or  California,  the  television  professionals 
are  much  better  educated  than  their 
parents  as  a  whole,  three  fourths  of  them 
with  at  least  one  college  degree  and  31 
percent  with  some  graduate  work.  Those 
with  Jewish  backgrounds  total  59 
percent.  Protestants  25  percent  and 
Catholics  12  percent,  according  to  the 
survey. 


CBS  denies  charges 

Network  refuses  equal  time  to  NCC 


Poll  of  TV  writers 
reveals  religious  gap 


Council  of  Churches  threatened 

S.  Africa  may  forbid  outside  aid 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  government  of 
South  Africa  appears  poised  to  cut  off  the 
financial  lifeblood  of  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  to  silence  its 
opposition  to  racial  apartheid  policies, 
warned  an  African  specialist  for  U.S. 
churches  last  week. 

But  such  a  tragedy  could  be  averted  i( 
American  Christians  —  as  individuals 
and  congregations  —  would  act  quickly, 
the  Reporter  was  told  by  the  Rev.  Willis 
Logan,  director  of  the  Africa  office  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  here. 

He  listed  four  actions  any  individual 
could  take  that  might  protect  the  South 
African  Council  of  Churches  (SACC), 
“the  last  viable  organization  in  South 
Africa  which  has  consistently  opposed 
apartheid  in  a  nonviolent  and  construc¬ 
tive  manner.” 

Mr.  Logan  said  recent  developments  in 
South  Africa  indicate  that  the 
government  by  summer  could  forbid  the 
council  from  receiving  any  funds  from 
outside  the  country.  About  80  percent  of 
the  council’s  budget  is  met  with  funds 
from  churches  on  all  continents,  he  said. 

The  government  began  investigating 
the  SACC  last  year  and  has  consistently 
placed  restrictions  on  its  general 
secretary,  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond 


Tutu,  a  black  man.  The  council’s  elected 
chairman  is  the  Rev.  Peter  Storey,  a 
white  Methodist  minister. 

According  to  the  Feb.  15  New  York 
Times  report,  the  South  African  security 
police  commander  testified  before  the 
government-appointed  Eloff  Commission 
that  the  SACC  has  been  used  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  outlawed  African 
National  Congress. 

Mr.  Logan  said  his  testimony  tipped 
the  government’s  hand  on  what  it  wants 
the  commission  to  recommend,  probably 
in  June.  If  the  government  then  declares 
the  council  an  “affected  organization,” 
foreign  funding  would  be  outlawed,  he 
said. 

Although  the  council  shares  the 
African  National  Congress’  interest  in 
justice  and  equality,  the  council  has  been 
the  voice  for  non-violent  change,  Mr. 
Logan  said. 

Mr.  Logan  suggested  that  individual 
Christians  and  congregations  take  these 
actions  soon : 

•  Talk  to  the  leaders  of  corporations  or 
branches  of  corporations  in  your  locale 
which  do  business  in  South  Africa. 

These  corporations  already  are 
sensitive  to  what  appears  to  be 
backsliding  by  South  Africa  on  human 
rights  commitments,  said  Timothy 
Smith  who  heads  the  Interfaith  Center  on 


Corporate  Responsibility,  a  related 
group  of  the  NCC. 

In  December,  he  reported,  the 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
South  Africa  sent  a  letter  to  the 
government  there.  It  stated  that  the 
main  reason  U.S.  corporations  had  been 
able  to  withstand  the  pressure  by 
churches  for  the  former  to  pull  out  of 
South  Africa  was  that  there  appeared  to 
be  some  improvement  in  the  human 
rights  situation. 

If  the  government  continues  to  step 
backward,  the  letter  stated,  U.S. 
corporate  investments  there  will  be 
endangered. 

Mr.  Logan  said  church  members 
should  ask  corporate  leaders  to  tell  the 
South  African  government  that  any  move 
against  the  council  of  churches  would  be 
considered  a  backward  step. 

•  Write  letters  to  President  Reagan 
Tell  him  of  the  concern  for  the  council 
and  ask  that  he  specify  that  relations 
with  South  Africa  will  be  endangered  if 
the  government  acts  against  the  council. 

“These  letters  are  extremely 
important  because  the  President 
apparently  doesn’t  believe  Americans 
are  concerned  about  human  rights  in 
South  Africa,”  Mr.  Logan  said. 

•  Write  letters  to  members  of  Congress 
asking  them  to  take  serious  action  that  would 


People  in  the  news  . . . 

Mayor  directs  Pasadena  choir 


Choir  members  at  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pasadena,  Calif, 
don’t  know  which  day  they’ll  rehearse 
from  one  week  to  the  next.  It  depends 
on  whether  their  choir  director, 
Loretta  Thompson  Glickman,  is  going 
to  city  council  meeting.  But  the  choir 
members  don’t  seem  to  mind. 

After  all,  she  is 
the  mayor. 

Ms.  Glickman, 

37,  will  begin  her  ' 
second  one-year 
term  as  mayor  in 
May.  She  is  the  first 
black  mayor  in 
Pasadena,  and  the 
first  black  woman 
to  be  elected  mayor 
of  a  U.S.  city  of  Loretta  Glickman 
more  than  100,000  people.  A  musician, 
Ms.  Glickman  received  her  early 
vocal  training  from  her  older  sister 
who  studied  at  the  Julliard  School  of 
Music. 

She  later  studied  opera  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  California,  then 
she  went  on  the  road  as  a  rock  singer. 
She  also  has  sung  with  folk  and  jazz 
groups.  More  recently,  she  was  guest 
soloist  at  United  Methodist  “Dodger 
Night’  ’  at  Dodger  Stadium . 

The  mother  of  two  sons,  ages  five 


and  seven,  Ms.  Glickman  is  also 
employed  as  an  investments 
counselor  for  a  group  pensions 
company  in  Pasadena.  She  said  she 
became  involved  in  local  politics 
several  years  ago  as  an  active 
lobbyist  on  school  board  issues. 

The  Rev.  D.  C.  Guerrant,  pastor  of 
Grace  UMC,  told  the  Reporter  that 
Ms.  Glickman’s  Christian  faith  is 
apparent  in  her  commitment  to  public 
service.  “Since  she  was  elected  to  the 
city  board  of  directors  six  years  ago, 
she  has  really  shown  a  lot  of  concern 


for  the  poor  and  minority  people  in 
our  city.  She  has  the  kind  of 
compassion  necessary  to  serve  the 
people  of  Pasadena .  ’ ’ 

As  choir  director  at  Grace,  Ms. 
Glickman  said  she  usually  holds 
rehearsals  on  Tuesday  night,  but 
switches  to  Thursday  if  a  board 
meeting  is  called  during  the  week. 
“The  choir  members  hang  loose  with 
me  on  that,”  she  said.  “They 
understand  that  I  have  to  be  flexible.  ’  ’ 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Toxins,  flood  move  UMs 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TIMES  BEACH,  Mo.  -  Twelve  United 
Methodist  families  are  among  the  2,000 
residents  of  this  town  which  the  federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  has 
offered  to  buy  for  $30  million  and 
evacuate  because  of  flood  damage  and 
chemical  contamination. 

The  nearest  UM  congregation  is  in 
Eureka,  two  miles  from  here.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Mondy,  told  the 
Reporter  that  Times  Beach  is  mostly  a 
low-income  town,  with  a  large  part  of  the 
population  living  in  a  trailer  park.  The 
town  some  27  miles  west  of  St.  Louis  is  on 
a  river  flood  plain. 

The  chemical  Dioxin  was  sprayed  on 


pressure  the  President  to  do  something. 

•  Ask  NBC  to  show  again  its 
documentary  titled,  “Land  of  Fear,  Land 
of  Courage,”  which  aired  in  December 
and  featured  the  council  of  churches. 
Bishop  Tutu  and  the  Rev.  Storey.  Copies 
of  the  program  may  be  ordered  for  the 
cost  of  postage  from  Mr.  Logan  at  the 
NCC,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  NY 
10115. 

Lists  of  U.S.  companies  doing  business 
in  South  Africa  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate  Responsi¬ 
bility  at  the  same  address. 


Times  Beach  streets  as  a  dust-control 
measure  some  10  years  ago.  The 
chemical’s  effects  on  humans  are 
unclear,  but  it  has  caused  kidney,  spleen 
and  liver  ailments  in  laboratory  animals. 

Mr.  Mondy  said  his  congregation 
received  a  $2,500  offering  to  aid  Times 
Beach  following  a  recent  flood  which 
damaged  virtually  all  of  the  town’s  800 
homes  and  businesses.  He  said  UMC 
youth  also  raised  $150,  the  church 
provided  food  and  clothing,  and  UMC 
members  took  their  turn  in  a  weekly 
rotation  preparing  meals  for  Times 
Beach  flood  victims  at  the  Eureka 
American  Legion  hall. 

- JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


INTERN  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  seeks  o  Director 
for  the  Intern  Progrom.  The  director  hos 
administrative  responsibilities  for  Its  staff, 
budget,  internol  ond  external  operations. 
Send  applications  to  the  Dean,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  S.M.U.,  Dallas.  Texas 
75275.  by  April  15,  1983.  SMU  is  an  AA/EEO 
Employer. 


African  Palms 


If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  1 5  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50.  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS.  P  O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  MD  20832. 


“ Portrait 
of  Susanna" 


Thirty -five  minute  portrayal  of  Susonna  Wesley 
written  and  performed  by 

LYNETTE  BENNETT  DANSKIN..  . 

Now  York  and  London  (tog#  crodlts. 
Available  for  rental  In  16  mm  film  ond  video 
tape  for  $35  plu*  return  pottage  and  Insurance 
CONTACT:  Stanley  J.  Menking.  Drew 
University.  Madison.  New  Jersey  07940. 
Telephone  (201)  377-3000.  ext.  563. 

Inquiries  for  purchase  welcome. 


‘Symbol  of  faith  and  heritage’ 

Bicentennial  medallion  approved 

DETROIT  (UMNS)  —  The  United 


Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee  has 
announced  the  release  of  the  American 
Methodist  Bicentennial  medallion, 
above  right,  a  major  commemorative 
for  the  Bicentennial  observance  in  1984. 

Dr.  William  K.  Quick,  above  left, 
pastor  of  Detroit’s  Metropolitan  UMC 
and  chairman  of  the  Commemorative 
Committee  of  the  Bicentennial 
Committee,  calls  the  medallion  “a 
symbol  of  our  faith  and  heritage." 

Minted  by  the  Medallic  Art  Company 
of  Danbury,  Conn.,  it  utilizes  the  work 
of  the  late  John  R.  Sinnock,  who 
sculpted  the  medallion  for  American 
Methodism’s  150th  birthday  in  1934.  Mr. 
Sinnock,  chief  sculptor  of  the  United 
States  Mint,  is  known  for  the  Roosevelt 
dime  and  the  Franklin  half  dollar. 

The  medallion  features  on  one  side 
John  Wesley,  founder  of  the  Methodist 
movement  in  England  in  the  late  1730’s. 
Wesley  came  with  his  brother,  Charles, 
to  the  colony  of  Georgia  in  1736  as  the 
Anglican  priest  for  the  Savannah 
parish,  but  soon  returned  to  England, 
deeming  his  American  missionary  jour¬ 
ney  a  failure. 

On  the  other  side  is  Francis  Asbury, 


the  first  bishop  elected  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  the  Christmas 
Conference  of  1784  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  at 
which  the  church  was  formed.  The 
legend  reads,  "American  Methodist  Bi¬ 
centennial,”  with  the  dates  1784-1984 
and  a  facsimile  of  Asbury’s  signature. 

Asbury  came  to  the  colonies  in  1771. 
He  was  the  only  preacher  assigned  by 
Wesley  to  America  who  remained  in 
active  service  and  did  not  return  to 
England.  Having  traveled  more  than 
270,000  miles  on  horseback,  he  is  known 
by  most  church  historians  as  “the 


Prophet  of  the  Long  Road.” 

Methodism  grew  under  Asbury’s 
leadership  from  1,200  members  in  1773 
to  about  216,000  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1816.  Asbury  is  the  only  figure  in  the 
nation’s  capital  astride  a  bronze 
equine  statue  who  is  not  a  military 
hero.  President  Calvin  Coolidge  dedi¬ 
cated  the  Asbury  statue  in  1924. 

The  Bicentennial  celebration  in  1984 
will  include  the  use  of  the  medallion  as 
the  delegate  badge  for  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Baltimore,  the  jurisdictional 
conferences  and  annual  conferences. 
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Bicenntial  minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 
On  March  4,  1936,  Methodist  Episcopal  Bishop  Francis  J. 
McConnell  wrote,  concerning  deliberations  and  conversations 
on  Methodist  union,  everyone  was  “very  devoted,  very  well 
informed,  very  tired,  and  a  trifle  bored.” 

The  constitutional  defeat  of  the  1924  plan  for  union  had  been 
frustrating  but  not  disastrous.  Bishop  McConnell,  however, 
lived  to  witness  the  union  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  the  uniting  Conference  April 
26-May  10,  1939,  in  Kansas  City.  The  Methodist  Church  was 
born. 


the  church  today 


1,200  youth  expected 
at  Bahamas  conference 

NASSAU,  Bahamas  —  “Bring  1200 
youth  together,  plus  God,  and  anything 
can  happen,"  said  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker 
here  at  the  close  of  a  planning  meeting 
for  the  Second  International  Christian 
Youth  Conference. 

The  World  Youth  Conference  will  be 
held  at  Queen's  College,  Nassau,  Aug.  8- 
15.  It  is  being  organized  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Caribbean. 

Delegates  are  expected  from  most  of 
the  90  countries  belonging  to  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  as  well  as  groups 
from  other  denominations  such  as  from 
the  Church  of  Uganda  and  United 
Churches  in  Zambia,  Canada  and 
Australia. 

Young  people  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  30  can  register  with  or  get 
information  from  the  Rev.  Eddie  Fox,  P. 
O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202  U.S.A. 

Social  Security  proposal  said 
to  adversely  affect  ministers 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  ministers  are  being  asked  to 
contact  their  Congressional  representa¬ 
tives  at  once  to  express  concern  about  a 
provision  of  the  proposed  Social  Security 
overhaul  legislation. 

In  a  letter  going  to  32,000  ministers 
with  their  monthly  bills  for  personal  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  Ministerial  Pension 
Plan,  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 


the  legislation  as  proposed  would  mean  a 
35.8  percent  increase  in  self-employed 
Social  Security  taxes  for  clergy  effective 
Jan.  1,  1984.  All  clergy  are  classified  as 
self-employed. 

The  provision  was  presumably  de¬ 
signed  for  individuals  in  the  highly  paid 
professions  or  successful  businesses,  to 
be  required  to  pay  a  greater  tax. 
However,  the  provision  has  a  “retrogres¬ 
sive  effect”  for  self-employed  persons 
with  lower  incomes,  the  letter  points  out. 

Man,  92,  was  perhaps  first 
church  public  relations  exec 

PITTSTON,  Pa.  (UMNS)  -  William 
Watkins  Reid,  92,  journalist,  editor, 
columnist,  hymnwriter  and  perhaps  the 
first  church  public  relations  executive, 
died  Feb.  18  at  Wesley  Village  here, 
where  he  lived  for  the  last  four  years. 

A  respected  figure  in  church  communi¬ 
cations  circles  for  more  than  50  years 
and  a  reporter  for  several  well-known 
former  papers  such  as  the  New  York 
World,  Mr.  Reid  was  a  leader  in  his 
annual  conference.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
several  General  Conferences  of  what  is 
today  the  United  Methodist  Church.  He 
trained  and  influenced  many  church 
journalists. 

In  1919  Mr.  Reid  began  what  was  to 
become  a  lifetime  career  of  service  to 
Methodist  missions  in  journalism  and 
public  relations.  He  began  as  secretary 
of  publicity  for  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  former  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  at  150  Fifth  Avenue  in  New 
York  City.  When  three  branches  of 


Methodism  united  in  1939,  he  became 
director  of  the  Department  of  News 
Service  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  He 
moved  with  the  board  in  1958  to  its 
present  headquarters  and  retired  in 
January  1961  after  42  years  of  service. 

Presbyterian  units  eliminate 
last  obstacle  to  reunion 

(RNS)  —  Regional  presbyteries  of  the 
nation’s  two  largest  Presbyterian 
churches,  split  since  the  Civil  War  into 
separate  northern  and  southern  bodies, 
have  removed  the  last  obstacle  to  a  for¬ 
mal  reunion  planned  for  this  June. 

General  assemblies  of  the  2.4  million- 
member  United  Presbyterian  Church 
(UPC)  and  the  838,000-member  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  the  U.S.  (PCUS)  voted 
last  year  to  reunite.  Two-thirds  of  the  151 
United  Presbyterian  presbyteries  and 
three-fourths  of  the  61  PCUS  presby¬ 
teries  had  to  ratify  the  reunion.  United 
Presbyterians  reached  their  required  101 
affirmative  votes  Feb.  14.  The  PCUS 
reached  their  required  46  votes  Feb.  22. 

World’s  smallest  book: 

“If  you  don’t  see  it,  ask  for  it!” 

WHEATON,  Ill.  (EP)  -  “The  World’s 
Smallest  Book,”  is  currently  on  display 
in  the  Billy  Graham  Center  Museum  at 
Wheaton  College.  Published  by  the 
Toppan  Company  of  Japan,  the  book, 
which  contains  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  is  10 
pages  long  and  measures  1.4  by  1.4 
millimeters.  It  is  the  current  record 
holder  for  the  world’s  smallest  book. 
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Mississippi  goal  agreed 

Stronger  UM presence  affirmed  in  conversations 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (UMNS)  -  A 
stronger  United  Methodist  presence  in 
Holmes  County,  Miss.,  is  the  goal  of 
conversations  involving  the  North  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Annual  Conference,  the  national 
missions  arm  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
members  of  black  churches  in  the 
county. 

Two  staff  members  from  the  National 
Division  of  the  BGM  conferred  here  last 
month  with  conference  leaders, 
including  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  and  his 
assistant,  the  Rev.  Charles  Duke. 

They  had  a  five-point  agenda, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Negail  Riley,  an 
executive  of  the  National  Division. 

First  was  the  possibility  of  a  full-time, 
fully-trained  minister  for  Holmes 
County.  At  present  four  pastors  serve  11 
black  churches  but  none  is  full-time. 

A  second  item  was  funds  for  a  new 
parsonage  for  the  new  pastor. 

Third  was  a  church  and  community 
worker  to  work  with  all  the  black 
churches. 

Fourth  was  developing  a  process  to 


engage  members  of  laity  and  clergy  in 
Mississippi  across  racial  lines  in  discus¬ 
sions  of  justice  issues  on  an  ongoing 
basis. 

Fifth  was  the  request  for  a  new  $10,000 
grant  to  the  Eddie  Carthan  Defense  Fund 
received  by  the  National  Division. 

No  decision  was  made  on  any  of  the 
agenda  items  because  members  of  the 
county’s  black  churches  were  to  meet 
Feb.  14.  Their  participation  is  crucial, 
Mr.  Riley  said. 

While  the  National  Division  stands 
ready  to  assist  with  funding  for  these 
various  projects,  it  will  do  so  only  on  a 
shared  basis.  Dr.  Riley  said.  Holmes 
County  churches  have  already  raised 
$5,000  toward  the  cost  of  the  parsonage, 
slated  to  be  built  in  Durant.  A  conference 
contribution  is  expected. 

Three  church  and  community  workers 
are  already  employed  in  Mississippi  and 
one  might  be  reassigned  to  Holmes 
County,  according  to  the  Rev.  Rene 
Bideaux,  top  staff  officer  of  the  division. 
If  an  additional  worker  is  needed,  the 
National  Division  would  be  willing  to  put 


in  new  money.  He  added  that  funding  for 
the  new  minister  might  come  from 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Missional 
Priority  funds. 

“The  basic  question  is  whether  the 
black  churches  want  these  things,”  Dr. 
Bideaux  added. 

He  said  the  design  for  an  ongoing  con¬ 
versation  between  blacks  and  whites  in 
Mississippi  on  justice  issues  was  put 
forth  last  year  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  which 
Bishop  Minnick  is  a  member. 

The  Mississippians  were  officially 
informed  in  writing  of  National 
Division’s  receipt  of  the  request  for 
$10,000  for  the  Carthan  Defense.  The 
matter  was  then  put  on  the  agenda  of  the 
Feb.  8  meeting  and  discussed  on  that 
occasion.  Whether  this  is  considered  ade¬ 
quate  consultation  on  the  matter  Mr. 
Bideaux  would  not  say. 

The  request  is  reported  to  have  gone  to 
several  U.S.  denominations.  It  seeks: 
money  to  pay  legal  fees  incurred  in  Mr. 
Carthan’s  appeal  of  several  court  cases. 


Missionaries  challenged 


Racism  hinders  outreach 


STONY  POINT,  N.Y.  (UMNS)  -  Can 
mission  work  be  effective  in  Africa  if 
American  Christians  are  not  challenging 
racism  in  the  United  States? 

This  was  the  question  a  young 
missionary  couple  asked  recently  after 
returning  from  eight  years  in  Sierra 
Leone. 

Ronald  and  Velma  Mitchell  were 
speaking  to  the  winter  missionary  con¬ 
ference  held  here  Feb.  14-17.  Sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  World  Division, 
the  assembly  was  attended  by  110  mis¬ 
sionaries  on  home  leave,  mission  interns, 
international  guests,  directors  and  staff 
members  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  couple  gave  one  of  two  case 
histories  on  institutional  racism  —  the 
theme  of  the  conference.  They  reported 
Sierra  Leone  was  truly  “humiliated”  in 
1980  when  U.S.  companies  tried  to  get 
that  nation  to  accept  the  dumping  of 
American  toxic  waste. 


Ron  Mitchell,  a  U.S.  black  married  to  a 
Sierra  Leonian,  bemoaned  the  stereo¬ 
types  perpetuated  by  American-made 
Tarzan  movies.  He  said  such  films  make 
Americans  think  Africans  have  nothing 
to  offer. 

The  connection  between  racism  in  the 
United  States  and  abroad  was  illustrated 
by  a  slide  presentation.  It  focused  on  the 
plight  of  Navajo  Indians  working  and 
living  near  uranium  mines  in  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona  and  the  testing  of 
U.S.  nuclear  weapons  in  Micronesia. 

About  70  million  tons  of  radioactive 
uranium  tailings  are  lying  uncovered  in 
huge  piles  in  New  Mexico,  the  slide 
program  showed.  The  tailings  pollute  the 
air  with  radioactive  gas  and  seep  into  the 
water  supply.  Navajo  children  played  on 
or  near  the  tailings  until  fairly  recently. 

In  1979  the  tailings  dam  near  Gallup 
broke,  releasing  95  million  gallons  of 
tailings  liquids  and  1,100  tons  of  solids 
into  the  Rio  Puerco  River.  Three  years 


African  Christian  history  documented 


ATLANTA  —  This  picture,  made  in 
Boston  in  1927,  is  part  of  a  collection  by 
Pitts  Theology  Library  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Emory  University  in  Atlanta 
which  is  trying  to  document  the  history  of 
the  Christian  movement  in  Africa. 

The  collection’s  curator,  Anita  K. 
Delaries,  said  this  picture  was  taken 
following  the  consecration  of  Daniel 
Alexander  (seated  far  right)  by 
Patriarch  George  Alexander  McGuire 
(seated  second  from  left).  Patriarch 
McGuire,  according  to  Ms.  Delaries. 
believed  that  the  only  way  blacks  could 


attain  spiritual  freedom  was  through  an 
all-black  denomination. 

News  of  his  African  Orthodox  Church 
in  this  country  was  carried  to  South 
Africa  by  an  American  periodical  en¬ 
titled  Negro  World.  Mr.  Alexander  wrote 
to  Patriarch  McGuire  requesting  affilia¬ 
tion  of  the  all-black  church  he  was 
founding  in  South  Africa,  and  this  con¬ 
secration  service  followed.  Archbishop 
Alexander  headed  the  African  Orthodox 
Church  until  his  death  in  1970.  The 
collection  at  Emory  is  open  to  the  public 
as  part  of  the  university’s  year-long 
emphasis  on  “rethinking  human  rights.” 


later  the  spill  has  still  not  been  cleaned 
up.  Some  243  Navajos  affected  by  the 
spill  are  suing  the  United  Nuclear  Cor¬ 
poration  in  federal  court. 

Uranium  miners  and  their  widows 
were  cut  out  of  the  Radiation  Exposure 
Compensation  Act  in  mid-1982  to  cut 
costs,  the  presentation  held. 

Picturing  the  effects  of  U.S.  nuclear 
tests  on  Pacific  Islanders,  the  presenta¬ 
tion  asked  why  the  U.S.  government 
never  thought  of  testing  nuclear  bombs 
in  New  Zealand  or  Australia,  whose 
populations  are  white. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Craig,  a  missionary 
teacher  in  Costa  Rica,  lectured  on  "The 
Political  Economy  of  Racism.”  He  said 
16th  century  European  colonization 
began  the  domination  of  people  of  color 
throughout  the  world.  Western 
Europeans  sought  super-profits  through 
new  markets,  new  territories  and  raw 
materials,  or  by  exploiting  cheap  labor. 
The  economic  and  social  life  of  colonized 
peoples  was  disrupted  and  reorganized  to 
fill  the  needs  of  European  capitalism,  he 
said. 

With  the  European  conquest  of  the 
“new  world,"  he  said,  they  felt  it  their 
mission  to  destroy  the  Indians,  who  were 
held  to  be  “lazy,  dangerous  brutes  hostile 
to  civilizing  influence.”  This  description 
provided  justification  for  taking  over 
native  American  land,  Mr.  Craig  said. 

Racism  does  not  begin  in  some 
abstract,  supposedly  natural  antipathy 
between  groups,  Mr.  Craig  held.  It  is 
based  on  an  exploitative  relationship. 
Today,  he  added,  blacks,  Hispanics  and 
other  minorities  are  concentrated  in  the 
worst-paying  jobs,  are  the  most  likely  to 
be  unemployed  and  “have  felt  most 
severely  the  results  of  Reaganomics.  ’’ 

In  a  talk  on  the  Bible  and  racism,  Mr. 
Craig  termed  the  story  of  the  last 
judgment  in  Matthew  25  “the  essence  of 
the  Gospel.”  He  said  judgment  is 
rendered  to  the  nations  on  the  basis  of 
their  actions,  their  treatment  of  the 
hungry,  thirsty,  the  stranger,  the  sick 
and  the  prisoner. 

Missionaries  Sonia  and  Dwight 
Strawn,  in  a  case  history  on  Korea,  noted 
that  Koreans  (not  colonized  by  the  West) 
take  pride  in  the  purity  and  homogeneity 
of  their  race.  They  have  a  strong  preju¬ 
dice  against  blacks  and  Chinese,  the 
missionaries  said.  At  the  same  time  the 
600,000  Koreans  living  in  Japan  are 
treated  as  second-class  citizens  by 
Japanese. 

“If  we  confess  together  that  all  of  us 
are  sinners,  we  may  find  salvation 
together,”  the  Strawns  concluded. 


Research  from  the  Alban 
Institute  indicates  that  at  any  one  time 
17%  of  the  ministers  in  the  United 
States  are  burned  out.  That’s  nearly 
one  out  of  five  ministers;  ministers 
who  have  become  frustrated  and  apa¬ 
thetic  and,  in  some  cases,  even  bitter 

They  may  still  be  able  to  perform 
their  pastoral  duties,  but  they’ve 
lost  the  enthusiasm  and  dedication 
with  which  they  entered  their  callings. 

0NE0UT0F 
FIVE  MINSTERS 
DOESN’T  HAVE 
A PRAYER. 

They  may  be  simply  “going  through 
the  motions,”  and  are  perhaps  a 
step  away  from  leaving  the  church 
altogether. 

What’s  really  tragic  is  that  these 
people  are  often  our  very  best  ministers. 

That’s  why  clergy  burnout  is 
one  of  the  biggest  problems  the  church 
is  facing  today.  And  it’s  why  we’re 
offering  a  free  report  on  coping  with 
the  problem.  Our  report  isn’t  a 
solution,  but  it’s  a  start  at  helping  both 
clergy  and  congregations  see  that 
not  only  is  it  hard  to  be  a  minister, 
it’s  hard  to  stay  one. 


Please  send  me  a  free  copy  of 
your  report  on  clergy  stress 
and  burnout.  (For  extra  free 
copies,  indicate  the  numlier 
you  need: _ )  Use  this  cou¬ 

pon  or  call  1-800-328-6124 
(ext.  303).  In  Minnesota,  call 
(612)927-7131  (ext.  303). 
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St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodist  Church 


Around  The  Conference 
Benefit  Golf  Tournament 
to  be  Held  in  New  Orleans 

Golfers  in  the  New  Orleans  area  will  get  a  chance  to  swing  for  others  at  the 
4th  Annual  Methodist  Home  Classic  Golf  Tournament  Saturday,  April  9,  1983  at  :• 
City  Park  west  and  east  golf  courses  in  New  Orleans. 

Proceeds  from  the  tournament  will  benefit  Methodist  Home  Hospital,  at  815  > 
Washington  Avenue,  in  New  Orleans,  a  facility  for  battered  and  abused  > 
children.  •: 

Entrance  fee  for  the  tournament  is  $35  which  includes  greens  fee,  electric  >: 
cart,  and  beverages.  : 

The  tournament  is  organized  by  members  of  the  Young  Disciples  Sunday 
school  class  from  Munholland  United  Methodist  Church,  Metairie. 

Last  year’s  tournament  raised  more  than  $2,500  for  the  hospital  according  to  •: 
Mr.  Hoyt  Greer,  Chairman  of  the  tournament  committee.  v 

“We’re  hoping  for  at  least  150  golfers  this  year  so  we  can  raise  more  money  3 
than  ever,’’  said  Mr.  Greer.  :■ 

Deadline  for  registration  is  April  1, 1983.  For  more  information,  call  (504  )  834-  ■: 
8157  or  write  to  Methodist  Home’ClS&icTP-  O.  Box  9142,  Metairie,  LA,  70001.  :• 

UM  Gergywomen  Meet  in  Glorieta 

Louisiana  was  well  represented  at  the  recent  United  Methodist  > 
Clergywomens  Consultation  in  Glorieta,  New  Mexico  on  February  7-11.  The  :• 
theme  “Make  Plain  the  Vision,”  Habbakuk  2:1-4  gave  the  women  a  chance  to 
encounter  and  experience  the  faith  journeys  of  many  women,  of  many  colors  > 
and  cultures  and  ages.  The  week  was  considered  a  success  by  the  715  women  :• 
and  35  men  in  attendance.  : 

Those  in  attendance  from  Louisiana  were  Molly  Clements,  Millie  Feske,  Linn  • 
Richardson,  Thersa  McConnell,  Kathy  Clark-Dickens,  Martha  Orphe,  Barbara  > 
Smith-Duke,  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  Carol  Stephens,  Marie  Williams,  Dr.  Norma  • 
Keraby,  and  Betty  Caldwell. 

Revival  Held  at  Lakeview  UMC 

A  revival  was  held  at  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  on 
March  6,  7,  and  8.  The  guest  minister  was  the  Reverend  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  of  •: 
Southside  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  and  music  was  led  by  Ed  and  • 
Wanda  Sipe  from  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  A  “Youth  Time”  was  also  offered  each  : 
night.  ; 

The  Reverend  Howard  B.  Childs  is  pastor  of  Lakeview  United  Methodist  : 
Church.  : 

Pacific  Island  Study  at  New  Iberia 

Pictured  are  participants  in  the 
Pacific  Island  Study  held  at  First  • 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia. 
They  are  (left  to  right):  Mary  Alice 
Trotter,  Shelia  DeRouen  and  Ann 
Sutton,  who  led  the  music  of  the 
evening;  Hazel  Andrew,  who  made 
the  presentation  of  church  work  and 
the  cultures  of  the  area;  and  the 
Reverend  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr., 
pastor  of  the  church.  The  backdrop 
was  painted  by  the  youth  of  the  church 
led  by  Marilyn  and  Gary  Rowe. 

Program  Scheduled  for  UM  and  Jewish  Congregations 


The  Commission  on  Christian  United 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  is 
sponsoring  a  time  of  sharing  and 
conversation  between  United  Methodist 
and  Jewish  congregations.  The  program, 
which  will  take  place  Friday,  March  18  at 
the  Liberal  Synagogue  and  Saturday, 
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St.  Andrew’s  UMC 
Construction  On  Schedule 

Construction  of  St.  Andrew’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  first  new 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  in  12 
years,  is  going  according  to  schedule 
said  project  architect,  Bobbie  B.  Crump, 
Jr.,  AIA. 

The  brick  veneer  and  redwood  siding 
structure  is  located  on  Monitor  Avenue  in 
the  Shenandoah  area.  It  will  have  a 
seating  capacity  of  200  and  will  include 
six  class/Sunday  school  rooms,  offices 
for  the  minister  and  secretary,  a  small 
kitchen,  restrooms  and  a  1,500  square 
foot  multipurpose  room  for  choir  or 
classes.  It  will  also  feature  a  bell  tower 
and  covered  walkway  to  the  entrance. 

“Ground  was  broken  in  October  and 
things  are  moving  along  as  planned  in 
spite  of  the  heavy  rains  we  experienced 
recently,”  Crump  said.  "The  only  major 
thing  missing  at  this  point  is  the  bell 
tower.” 

The  Reverend  Fred  Wideman,  pastor 
of  the  church,  is  excited  about  the  new 
sanctuary.  “We  look  for  it  to  be  an  added 
inducement  for  those  looking  for  a 
church  home  to  worship  with  us,”  he 
said.  "Andrew  was  a  friendly,  caring 
person.  It  was  he  who  brought  his 
brother,  Peter,  to  Christ.  The 
congregation  of  St.  Andrew’s  has 
committed  itself  to  doing  the  same.  ” 

Completion  of  the  $330,000  facility  is 
slated  for  May. 


March  19  at  the  B’nai  Israel  Synagogue 
in  Baton  Rouge,  is  primarily  for  the  two 
Baton  Rouge  Districts,  though  United 
Methodists  from  around  the  conference 
are  welcome.  The  Commission  hopes  this 
will  be  a  model  for  similar  events  in 
other  locations  of  the  conference. 

The  event  will  begin  Friday  evening  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  Liberal  Synagogue  (9111 
Jefferson  Highway).  Activities  include 
participation  in  the  regular  Friday 
worship  of  that  congregation,  an  “Oneg 
Shabat”  (fellowship  time)  and  a 
discussion  of  the  worship  experience. 
The  Saturday  morning  session  at  B'nai 
Israel  (3354  Kleinert)  begins  at  10:00 
a.m.  and  will  focus  on  a  discussion  of 
faith  issues  from  the  perspective  of 
Reform  Judaism.  The  session  will 
conclude  around  noon  by  discussing  the 
importance  of  Christian-Jewish 
dialogue. 


St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church 


restroom  facilities.  It  will  also  feature  a 
60  foot  bell  tower  and  paved  front  plaza 
for  congregation  gathering  before  and 
after  church.  A  fenced  in  play  yard  will 
be  provided  for  the  nursery  and  Mother's 
Day  Out  program. 

Located  in  North  Baton  Rouge  on  Glen 
Oaks  Drive,  the  church  facility  calls  for 
future  additions  to  include  extra 
classrooms  and  an  activities/recreation 
building. 

“We  are  excited  about  our  new 
church,"  said  the  Reverend  Kenneth 
Fisher,  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s.  "It  will  be  a 
challenge  to  administer  the  building  of 
this  great  facility;  this  is  one  of  the 
greatest  challenges  in  my  ministry,  to 
see  this  dream  realized  during  these 
difficult  economic  times  ’ 

Construction  of  the  facility,  which  will 
feature  a  cathedral  ceiling  with  exposed 
wooden  beams  and  stained  glass 
windows,  will  begin  this  summer  with 
completion  slated  for  early  1984. 


St.  Mark’s  UMC  Congregation 
To  Get  New  Church  Building 

Plans  are  being  finalized  for  a  new 
$700,000  church  facility  for  St.  Mark’s 
United  Methodist  Church.  Architect  for 
the  project  is  Bobbie  B.  Crump,  Jr.,  AIA. 

The  12,000  square  foot  brick  veneer 
building  will  seat  500  and  will  include  six 
classroms,  a  fellowship  hall  with  seating 
for  200,  church  offices,  kitchen  and 


Joseph  and  the  Amazing  Technicolor 
Dreamcoat”  to  be  Presented 


Nick  Fox 

A  kaleidoscope  of  songs  and  dances, 
colorful  costumes  and  colorful 
characters  will  bring  the  Old  Testament 
story  of  Joseph  and  his  brothers  to  life  in 
comic  book  style,  as  the  Chapel  Choir  of 
University  Methodist  in  Baton  Rouge 
presents  the  current  Broadway  hit 
musical,  “Joseph  and  the  Amazing 
Technicolor  Dreamcoat”  by  Andrew 
Lloyd  Weber  and  Tim  Rice. 
Performances  will  be  held  on  the  stage  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  High  School  Auditorium 
Saturday,  March  19  at  8: 00  p.m.,  Sunday, 
March  20  at  2:00  p.m.  and  8:00  p.m.  and 
on  Monday,  March  21  at  8:00  p.m.  The 
Sunday  matinee  has  been  scheduled  in 
order  to  encourage  retired  persons  and 
families  with  children  who  might  prefer 
to  attend  the  daytime  performance. 
Admission  will  be  free.  Donations  will  be 
welcome. 

The  Chapel  Choir,  under  the  direction 
of  Esther  Socolofsky,  has  gained  a  wide 
reputation  for  its  elaborate  musical 
productions  in  the  past.  This  1983 
production  of  “Joseph”  is  the  most 
ambitious  musical  in  the  choir’s  history. 
The  composers,  known  also  for  the 
successful  Broadway  shows,  "Jesus 
Christ  Superstar,”  "Evita”  and  “Cats,” 
first  composed  Joseph  as  a  work  for  a 
London  schoolboy  choir  in  1968.  Since 
that  time  it  has  been  expanded  into  a 
rollicking  full-scale  musical  success  and 
presently  plays  to  packed  houses  in  New 


Adam  Myers 

York  City. 

Elaborate  sets,  imaginative  costuming 
and  lighting,  promise  visual  delight  in 
living  technicolor.  The  music  is  upbeat 
and  fun,  with  a  wide  range  of  song  styles 
including  country-western,  rock, 
calypso,  soft  shoe  and  French  chanson. 

Adam  Myers  and  Nick  Fox,  two 
talented  seniors  culminating  six  years  as 
members  of  the  choir,  will  alternate  in 
the  title  role  of  “Joseph."  Adam,  a  senior 
at  Baton  Rouge  High,  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Steve  Keffer.  Nick,  a  senior  at 
University  High,  is  the  son  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Jim  Fox.  Both  Adam  and  Nick  were 
featured  soloists  during  the  choir’s  1982 
tour  to  Washington,  D.C. 

Area  youth  groups,  church  members, 
families  and  friends  are  invited  to  attend 
this  exciting  introduction  of  "Joseph”  to 
Baton  Rouge.  Parking  space  for  buses 
and  cars  will  be  available  at  the  school, 
located  at  2825  Government. 

"Joseph”  will  offer  you  a  wonderful 
time.  It  is  a  gleeful,  joyful  musical  treat. 
Before  you  come,  refresh  your  memory 
by  taking  a  dip  into  the  Old  Testament 
and  the  book  of  Genesis!  Come  on  along 
for  an  amazing  evening,  featuring  an 
amazingly  talented  cast  of  youth  from 
seventh  to  twelfth  grades. 

The  Chapel  Choir,  crackling  with 
youthful  energy,  promises  to  all  who 
come  a  bit  of  Broadway  with  the 
merriest  musical  in  town. 


Ethics  Professor  Opposes  Nuclear  Freeze  Proposals 


Joseph  L.  Allen,  professor  of  ethics  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  believes 
possessing  fewer  nuclear  weapons  is  not 
necessarily  better.  Writing  in  the  Winter 
1983  issue  of  the  PERKINS  JOURNAL, 
Allen  says  the  main  thing  that  keeps 
nations  from  using  nuclear  weapons  is 
the  "second  strike”  capability.  He 
suggests  that  any  action  that  threatens 
this  capability  will  increase  the  chance  of 
war.  He  opposes  cries  for  "no  nukes”  as 
being  unrealistic  and  an  invitation  to 
cheating.  He  is  equally  opposed  to  calls 
for  “nuclear  superiority”  as  being  very 
dangerous  and  leading  to  an  uncontrolled 
arms  race.  He  calls  instead  for  a 
“negotiated  partial  freeze."  However,  he 
writes,  “It  does  not  follow  that  every 
freeze  idea  is  wise,  or  that  the  more 
reductions  the  better.  The  goal  is  to 
lessen  the  chances  of  nuclear  war,  rather 


Church  Women  United  Meet 

The  Louisiana  state  assembly  of  Church  Women  United  was  held  in  Ruston  March  9 
and  10  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

Church  Women  United  is  a  national  ecumenical  women’s  movement  uniting 
Protestant,  Catholic,  and  Orthodox  Christian  women  in  fellowship  and  action  through 
some  1,900  units  across  the  United  States. 

The  guest  speaker  for  this  state  assembly  was  the  national  president  of  C.W.U.,  Dr. 
Thelma  Adair  from  New  York  City.  Dr.  Adair,  a  United  Presbyterian,  is  the  wife  of 
the  late  Dr.  A.  Eugene  Adair,  who  until  his  death  was  the  pastor  of  the  Mt.  Morris 
Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York.  She  is  a  ruling  elder  in  that  church. 

Adona  Cain,  president  of  the  Ruston-Grambling  unit  of  C.W.U.,  along  with  the  unit 
participants,  welcomed  delegates  from  every  unit  in  the  state.  The  host  chairman  was 
Mrs.  Hazel  Meadows.  Dr.  Merlin  Merrill  was  the  host  minister 

The  theme  for  the  assembly  was  “Peace  and  Justice  for  Women."  Scripture 
references  were  "What  does  the  Lord  require  of  you  but  to  do  justice.  .  .  (Micah6:8); 
“But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace.  .  ."  (Galatians  5:22). 

Group  sessions  included:  1)  Achieving  justice  through  action;  2)  Strategies  for 
peace  building;  3)  Women  facing  issues  in  a  pluralistic  society;  4)  Woman’s  inner 
self:  source  of  power. 

“The  International  Lesson 
Series  Preview 99 


Note  from  the  Editor:  “The 
International  Lesson  Series  Preview ” 
will  be  featured  weekly.  Dr.  J.  Albert 
Trickett  will  be  writing  the  " preview “  in 
an  effort  to  assist  church  school 
members  in  preparing  for  their  Sunday 
lesson. 

By  Dr.  J.  Albert  Trickett 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

An  Empowered  Fellowship 

( Lesson  for  March  13 ) 

Acts  2: 1-4, 12-18,37-38 

Last  week  we  read  in  the  first  chapter 
of  The  Acts  of  Apostles  how  an  expectant 
fellowship  came  into  being  among  those 
persons  who  believed  in  Christ  and  how 
this  fellowship  existed  and  grew  because 
of  the  resurrection,  its  fact  and  its 
promise  and  because  of  the  great 
commission  Christ  gave  (and  gives)  His 
disciples  to  witness  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth. 


than  to  lessen  the  number  of  weapons  as 
such." 
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This  week  we  read  in  the  second 
chapter  of  a  fellowship  which  is 
empowered  by  the  expected  Holy  Spirit. 
The  resurrected  Lord  had  told  his 
followers  not  to  disperse  and  not  to  rush 
about  frantically  but  to  wait  patiently  in 
Jerusalem  for  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  faithful  did  as  directed  and 
waited  "all  together  in  one  place”  for 
God’s  promise  to  be  fulfilled. 

It  is  significant  that  the  Spirit  came  at 
Pentecost,  one  of  the  great  Jewish  feasts. 
Pentecost  remembered  and  celebrated 
the  giving  of  the  law  to  Moses.  Now,  as 
the  people  are  gathered  as  the  KJV  puts 
it  “with  one  accord,”  a  tremendous 
religious  experience  takes  place,  an 
experience  uniting  two  mightly  acts  of 
God  —  the  gift  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  Ten  Commandments  (or  The 
Law )  spelled  out  the  moral  requirements 
of  God  while  the  Holy  Spirit  conveyed  the 
power  to  actualize  them. 

They  were  all  together  with  one  accord 
in  one  place  and  the  Church  was  born! 
The  experience  was  not  a  solitary  one, 
such  as  Paul  s  on  the  Damascus  Road, 
but  one  of  community.  There  was  about 
one  hundred  twenty  persons  gathered  in 
the  name  and  for  the  sake  of  the  risen 
and  living  Christ  and  the  pentecostal 
experience  was  a  shared  one. 

There  was  tongue-speaking;  there 
were  strange  happenings.  And  there 
were  remarks  made  about  some  being 
filled  with  “new  wine.”  But.  Peter,  filled 
with  the  Spirit  himself,  preached 


powerfully  that  day,  explaining, 
interpreting  what  was  happening.  And 
the  scriptures  tell  us  that  over  three 
thousand  souls  were  added  to  the  ranks 
of  the  Christians  that  day. 

Pentecost  added  a  new  dimension  to 
life.  Indeed,  the  experience  brought 
believers  to  a  new  level  of  Godly  living. 
Some  might  have  asked  what  part  Christ 
had  in  this.  They  knew  that  Jesus  had 
sent  the  Spirit  to  them  but  somehow  they 
must  have  known  that  He  also  came  with 
the  Spirit  they  received 

There  is  a  progression  here  that  must 
not  be  overlooked.  The  death  of  Christ  in 
the  crucifixion  seemed  to  end  a  worthy 
movement  and  appeared  to  separate  the 
disciples  forever  from  their  former 
leader.  The  resurrection  restored  Him  to 
them  for  a  time.  When  Jesus  returned  to 
the  Father,  the  disciples  felt  cut  off 
again.  So,  the  Pentecost  experience 
restored  to  them  the  Presence  of  Jesus  as 
Spirit.  Once  more,  they  were  an 
empowered  fellowship. 

How  did  these  early  Christians  respond 
to  the  Pentecost?  The  record  is  clear. 
How  do  we  today  “deal  with”  the  viable 
and  vital  presence  of  Christ  in  our  world 
and  in  our  lives?  We  respond,  as  did  the 
disciples  of  long  ago,  with  a  recognition 
of  our  need  of  God’s  Spirit  if  we  are  to  be 
His  servants,  with  an  abiding  faith  in  His 
forgiving  and  empowering  nature,  and 
with  a  dedication  to  the  way  of  life  Christ 
demonstrated  and  calls  us  to  live.  For,  as 
we  repent  of  our  sins  and  shortcomings, 
as  we  receive  and  accept  God's  healing 
and  forgiving  grace,  as  we  offer 
ourselves  fully  to  Him,  we  receive  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  serve  Him 
as  part  of  His  empowered  fellowship. 
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‘Liberation  theology’:  faith  worked 
out  in  a  particular  situation 


Question:  Isn’t  any  theology  which 
expresses  a  tolerance  of  Marxism 
automatically  discredited  as  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  Christian  faith? 

Answer:  It  depends.  .  . 

•  This  verbatim  exchange  did  not  take 
'place  when  the  Reporter  recently 
interviewed  Dr.  Jose  Miguez  Bonino.  a 
Methodist  pastor  and  seminary  professor 
in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  and  one  of 

'today’s  foremost  interpreters  of 
’“liberation  theology"  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
*18).  It  accurately  reflects,  however,  the 
deep  suspicion  many  American 
:  Christians  feel  toward  efforts  by  the 
'advocates  of  "liberation  theology"  to 
rforge  a  relationship  between  the 
Christian  faith  and  “godless  Marxism." 

We  found  Dr  Bonino’s  comments 
regarding  “liberation  theology"  both 
illuminating  and  reassuring.  They 
explain  why  he  and  other  Latin 
’  American  Christians  have  concluded 
that  "some  elements  in  Marxist  analysis 
.  are  relevant,  so  we  use  them .  ’  ’ 

!  A  case  in  point  is  the  Marxist  explana¬ 
tion  that  unjust  differences  between  the 

*  rich  and  the  poor  inevitably  result  in  a 
!  class  struggle  which,  in  turn,  produces 

social  change.  Those  of  us  who  live  in  the 
,'  U.S.  may  find  such  an  ideological  asser- 
’  tion  hopelessly  naive.  In  Latin  America, 
however,  where  poverty  is  rampant  and 
injustice  is  the  rule,  such  a  belief  seems 
'  to  many  to  offer  the  one  best  hope  for 
relief  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

“Liberation  theology”  was  born  amid 
this  same  political  and  economic 
ferment.  Its  proponents  contend  that  if 
the  Christian  gospel  is  to  be  proclaimed 
credibly  to  persons  in  Latin  America,  it 
must  relate  meaningfully  to  their 
economic  and  political  misery  as  well  as 
to  their  spiritual  needs. 

Such  an  effort  to  relate  faith  and 
secular  culture  is  not  new.  For  centuries, 
Christians  have  recognized  the  necessity 
of  restating  the  eternal  truth  of  the 
gospel  in  terms  which  are  understand¬ 
able  and  relevant  to  each  particular 
situation.  In  our  culture,  the  Christian 
message  and  its  implications  must  be  set 
forth  in  the  context  of  a  capitalistic 
economic  system,  a  democratic/repre¬ 
sentative  form  of  government,  and  an 
•increasing  reliance  on  computer-age 
technology.  In  a  cultural  situation  where 


Marxist  economic  and  political  ideology 
has  become  a  significant  influence, 
Christians  must  either  learn  to  express 
their  faith  in  relation  to  those  ideologies, 
or  risk  making  it  seem  irrelevant. 

An  equal  or  greater  risk  when  the 
Christian  faith  is  related  to  secular 
thought  patterns,  however,  is  that  of 
misidentifying  some  alien  ideas  as 
“Christian."  Dr.  Bonino  acknowledges 
both  dangers,  and  points  out  that  he  and 
most  other  "liberation  theologians”  do 
not  "buy  into  the  whole  Marxist  system 
or  into  Marxist  ideology"  including  its 
depreciation  of  religion  and  its  denial  of 
God.  Nor  do  they  espouse  such 
objectionable  manifestations  of  Marxism 
as  exist  today  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
Eastern  Europe. 

We  believe  Dr.  Bonino’s  remarks  cor¬ 
rectly  suggest  that  the  appropriateness 
of  relating  “liberation  theology"  and 
Marxism  —  or  relating  any  form  of  theo¬ 
logical  expression  to  any  secular  mode  of 
thought  —  depends  upon  another,  larger 
question:  What  is  the  ultimate  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  person,  or  persons,  “doing” 
the  theology?  If  that  commitment  is  to 
Jesus  Christ,  then  “liberation  theology," 
like  any  other  derivative  form  of  thought 
or  action,  can  be  used  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  to  the  benefit  of  humanity. 

This  is  not  to  suggest  that  we  should 
uncritically  agree  with  or  even  condone 
all  expressions  of  “liberation  theology." 
It  has  numerous  weaknesses,  the  most 
serious  of  which  is  probably  a  tendency 
to  tie  faith  and  politics  too  closely 
together.  But  neither  should  we 
mindlessly  reject  persons  like  Dr.  Bonino 
and  the  theology  they  express  just 
because  it  contains  elements  which  do 
not  fit  our  situation.  Rather,  we  should 
recognize  that  every  effort  to  advance 
the  cause  of  Christ  stands  under  the 
judgment  of  God.  And  all  such  efforts 
should  be  evaluated  according  to  a  single 
standard:  Have  we  been  faithful  in  pro¬ 
claiming  and  embodying  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  persons  in  our  particular 
cultural  setting?  If  we  can  honestly  an¬ 
swer  “yes”  to  this  question,  then  our  ideo¬ 
logical  bent  —  whether  capitalist,  Marxist 
or  any  other  —  is  of  no  more  than  secon¬ 
dary  importance:  and  our  theology,  by 
whatever  name  we  call  it,  is  "liberating.” 
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My  Witness 

Christians  need  to  value  humor  as  part 
of  plan  for  living  in  the  image  of  God 


By  LOIS  GRANT  PALCHES 
On  a  recent  Monday  morning  I 
wakened  to  the  realization  that  just  two 
days  hence,  I  was  expected  to  lead 
devotions  for  our  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  group.  During  the  next  few  hours  as 
I  pondered  what  I  might  say,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  in  all  my  78  years  I  had  never 
heard  a  meditation,  sermon,  litany  or 
prayer  which  expressed  gratitude  for  a 
sense  of  humor.  Since  that  element  is  so 
important  for  the  good  life,  essential  to 
mental  and  emotional  health  —  if  not  for 
survival  —  I  decided  on  it  as  a  subject. 
The  literary  world  has  recently  seen  a 

Here  I  Stand 


successful  book  and  several  articles  by 
Norman  Cousins,  long-time  editor  of  The 
Saturday  Review,  and  one  concerned  for 
many  good  causes.  He  raised  laughter  to 
the  level  of  Vitamin  C,  claiming  that 
these  two  elements,  in  generous  doses, 
were  responsible  for  his  remarkable 
recovery  from  what  doctors  considered 
an  incurable  disease.  Fortunately  these 
two  cures  are  readily  available  to  us  all 
in  their  natural  and  synthetic  forms. 

No  doubt  the  sense  of  humor  suffers  a 
lack  of  attention  as  a  subject  for  prayer 
and  thanksgiving  because  it  cannot  be 
located  in  the  body.  We  speak  of  a  “funny 


To  secure  peace,  U.S.  needs  more 
guidance  from  Christian  principles 


By  E.  GENE  LYNCH 

Sincere  Christians  will  disagree 
seriously  over  President  Reagan's 
proposed  budget.  That  debate  is 
excellent  if  our  purpose  remains  to 
secure  material  blessings  to  the  widest 
possible  number  of  people.  However,  I 
have  not  seen  a  sufficiently  strong 
challenge  of  Mr.  Reagan’s  proposed 
massive  increase  in  military  spending. 

As  United  Methodists,  ours  is  a  rich 
and  historic  tradition  in  promoting 
peace.  I  believe  every  Christian  should 
let  such  a  denunciation  of  the 
preparation  for  war  ring  out  from  every 
pulpit  and  church  in  our  land,  that  each 
Congressman,  and  the  President 
himself,  will  know  that  people  who  obey 
the  will  of  God  seek  actively  to  turn 
swords  into  plowshares. 

How  can  we,  as  Christians,  endure 
watching  as  definitions  are  twisted  by 
demagogues  to  entrap  well-intentioned 
people?  Some  persons,  for  example, 
would  blatantly  pervert  the  Christian 
message  to  mean  “support  and  defend 
the  United  States  against  real  and 
imagined  foes.”  I  am  not  at  all  convinced 
that  this  posture  is  even  patriotic  in  the 
deepest  sense  of  that  word  .  .  .  and  I  see 
nothing  Christian  in  it. 

When  will  we  realize  that  there  are  no 
peaceful  weapons  for  war?  And  that 


death  and  destruction  produced  by  war 
will  not  secure  peace? 

Our  government  tries  to  placate  us  by 
calling  it  “spending  for  defense,"  but  all 
the  world  realizes  that  these  are 
offensive  armaments.  They  make 
excellent  means  to  enforce  one  nation’s 
will  over  another’s.  If  they  are  useful 
only  to  defend  one’s  own  country,  why 
under  heaven  should  Israel  object  to  the 
ownership  of  missiles  by  Saudi  Arabia? 
Could  it  be  anything  other  than  Israel’s 
thinly  disguised  plan  to  invade  other 
Arab  States  under  its  self-appointed  man¬ 
date  to  be  “peacemakers,”  i.e.  bloody  en¬ 
forcers  of  her  own  private  national  policy? 

How  far  has  Israel  fallen  from  the 
ideals  of  her  great  prophets !  Micah  had  a 
vision  of  peace,  when  every  man  would 
dwell  safely  in  Canaan-land,  able  to  sit 
under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree  and 
"none  shall  make  them  afraid.”  Isaiah 
saw  the  desert  rejoice,  blossoming  as  the 
rose,  not  bristling  with  guns  and  bullets. 

Our  huge  weapon  systems  are  not 
designed  to  defend  the  United  States. 
They  are  meant  to  be  deployed 
throughout  the  world,  sold  or  given  to 
any  group  —  however  irresponsible  — 
who  will  promise  to  be  against  those  we 
define  as  our  enemies. 

The  unfortunate  country  of  El  Salvador 
has  been  plagued  by  civil  war  for  30 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Both  ‘halves’  of  the  gospel  are  needed 


To  the  Editor: 

How  is  it  that  as  the  body  of  Christ  — 
the  church  —  we  have  allowed  ourselves 
to  be  overcome  by  worldliness  and 
factionalism?  It  is  a  sad  thing  to  see 
Christ’s  followers  divided  into  two 
sometimes  politically  and  theologically 
antagonistic  groups:  the  “liberals,”  who 
help  the  needy  faithfully  but  who  regard 
the  Bible  and  its  contents  as  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  mere  stories;  and  the  “con¬ 
servatives,"  who  believe  the  Bible  is 
the  literal  inspired  word  of  God,  but  who 
<io  not  concern  themselves  too  much  with 
missionary  social  activism  to  help 
hungry  and  oppressed  people. 

Jesus  practiced  both  “halves”  of  the 
gospel:  personal  salvation  and  concern 
for  the  poor  and  oppressed.  As  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  to  take  seriously 
both  God’s  Word  and  His  command  to 
feed  the  hungry.  If  we  do  not  read  or 
believe  in  the  Bible,  we  are  guilty  of 
unbelief  ;  and  if  we  read  the  Bible  every 
day  and  bring  many  to  Christ,  but  side 
with  the  rich  and  powerful  on  social 
issues,  we  break  the  most  basic 
commandments  of  God,  which  are  love 
and  justice. 

Will  God  say  to  America  on  the 
judgment  day:  “You  have  scattered  my 
flock,  and  have  driven  them  away  .  .  . 
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both  prophet  and  priest  are  ungodly; 
even  in  my  house  I  have  found  their 
wickedness”  (Jeremiah 23: 2,  ID? 

John  Lorenz 
Lakeport,  California 

Alcohol  is  our 
most  abused  drug 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your 
editorial  headlined  “Human  choice, 
‘demons,’  and  faith"  (UMR,  Feb.  11).  I 
live  in  Stearns  County,  Minnesota.  This  is 
a  county  that  has  never  been  a  “dry" 
county  —  not  even  during  the  Prohibition 
era.  It  is  good  to  call  attention  to  the 
Mercury  Morrises  of  this  world,  but  the 
number  one  abused  drug  in  this  country 
is  alcohol.  One  of  the  biggest  problems 
with  alcohol  is  that  it  is  so  accepted. 

There  are  many  people  who  would  say 
to  even  use  a  “drug"  is  wrong  because  it 
might  lead  to  abuse.  Yet  those  same 
people  feel  it  is  all  right  to  “responsibly” 
use  alcohol.  I  am  not  condemning  those 
who  drink  alcoholic  beverages.  That  is 
their  personal  decision.  Yet  I  have  a  hard 
time  ever  personally  supporting  an 
industry  that  contributes  to  the  death, 
injury  and  personal  destruction  of  so 
many  human  lives. 

Is  it  so  hard  to  give  up  something  that 
does  so  much  damage  just  because  we 
feel  we  have  the  right  to  use  a  drug? 

Ken  Giere  Jr. 
Belgrade,  Minnesota 

Violence  issue  raised 

To  the  Editor: 

Sharon  Mielke’s  interview  with  Jose 
Miguez  Bonino  in  your  Feb.  18  issue 
raises,  again,  the  issue  of  violence  in  the 
church.  Dr.  Bonino  states:  “The  right  of 
people  to  (violent)  revolution  in  an 
oppressive  situation  .  .  .  must  be 
recognized  as  legitimate  .  .  .  This  is  the 
classic  doctrine  of  the  church  on  the  use 
of  violence,  I  believe.” 

The  classic  doctrine  of  the  church  on 
violence,  taught  and  practiced  for  the 
first  300  years  of  its  existence,  is 
absolute,  uncompromising  nonviolence. 
That  was  the  real  revolution,  and  it 
transformed  the  world. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  before  pointing 
our  fingers  at  the  desperate  poor  on  this 
issue,  we  will  first  disarm  ourselves. 
Stephen  Harvester 
West  Brookfield,  Massachusetts 

Bonino  interview  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Sharon  Mielke  deserves  the  praise  and 
gratitude  of  millions  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  for  her  excellent  and  exciting 
interview  with  Dr.  Jose  Miguez  Bonino 
on  the  subject  of  "Liberation  theology" 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  18). 

God’s  nearness  has  warmed  my  heart 
many  times  in  these  82  years.  It 
happened  again  as  I  read,  reread,  then 
read  again  Ms.  Mielke’s  report  to  my 
dear  invalid  wife.  She  and  I  have  shared 
a  deep  interest  in  the  gospel’s  meaning 
for  the  totality  of  human  life,  personal 
and  social,  for  over  61  years.  This 
presentation  of  "Liberation  theology" 
marks  another  milestone  in  our  relations 
with  God  and  the  people  of  the  world. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is  to  be 
congratulated  for  printing  the  interview. 


Reactions  will  doubtless  vary.  Those  who 
helped  write  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles,  and  others  who  appreciate 
them,  will  probably  approve  of  Dr. 
Bonino’s  answers. 

Richard  K.  Heacock  Sr. 
Austin,  Texas 

Hold  ‘Good  News’ 
accountable  for  actions 

To  the  Editor : 

Once  again  “Good  News”  is  given  the 
opportunity  to  take  another  chunk  of 
flesh  from  the  church’s  hide  in  your 
pages.  The  Feb.  llth  issue  of  the 
Reporter  notes  their  proposed  funding 
rules  for  mission  monies.  Don’t  they  ever 
do  anything  but  snipe  and  growl? 

One  begins  to  wonder  if  “Good  News" 
is  serving  the  God  of  Christ’s  love  or  a 
self-made  God  of  anger  and  vengeance. 
They"  question  the  integrity  of  our 
general  boards  and  agencies.  They  take 
countless  staff  time  to  respond  to  their  in¬ 
sidious  questions.  They  look  for  the 
church’s  warts  and  blemishes  and  sel¬ 
dom,  if  ever,  offer  praise  and  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  for  faithful  people  offering  their  bodies 
and  blood  in  ministry.  Their  criticism  is  so 
livid;  would  that  their  praise  were  half  so 
vivid. 

I  believe  the  time  has  come  for  the 
people  of  the  church  to  hold  “Good 
News”  and  other  such  enterprises  account¬ 
able  for  the  violence  they  do  to  the  Spirit 
of  Christ.  They  may  see  themselves  as 
keepers  and  defenders  of  the  faith,  but  I’d 
wager  they  are  not  the  only  ones,  nor 
necessarily  the  most  faithful  ones. 

PaulD.  Gongloff 
Syracuse,  New  York 

Union  people  also 
make  up  church 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  retired  auto  worker  and  I 
especially  enjoy  the  “Letters  to  the 
Editor"  column  in  your  most  informative 
paper.  In  some  recent  issues,  however,  I 
am  concerned  to  see  anti-union  attitudes 
expressed  frequently  in  these  columns.  It 
should  be  recalled  that  many  of  the 
members  who  fill  the  churches  of  our 
land  Sunday  after  Sunday  are  blue-collar 
workers. 

Those  who  scream  about  the  evils  of 
collective  bargaining  and  unions  should 
read  the  Book  of  Exodus  which  tells  of  a 
"shop  steward"  named  Moses  who 
bargained  for  the  “Hebrew  Association 
of  Brick  Layers”  very  effectively. 

Seriously,  I  wish  that  before  a  pen  is 
taken  in  hand,  persons  would  consider 
that  our  church  is  made  up  of  many 
different  kinds  of  people.  And  I  would 
remind  one  and  all  that  John  Wesley  first 
ministered  not  to  the  gentry,  not  to  the 
destitute,  but  to  the  hard-working, 
industrious  people  of  England. 

Robert  Keosian 
Hawthorne,  New  Jersey 
‘Catching’  new  members 
is  not  proselytizing 
To  the  Editor: 

There  was  a  letter  to  the  editor  in  the 
Feb.  11  issue  of  the  Reporter  from  a  Mrs. 
Rose  L.  DeZutter  of  Hamilton,  Illinois 
headlined  “Call  to  proselytize  chided.” 
Perhaps  I  can  be  of  help  to  you  (seeing 
that  the  letter  was  printed  without  com¬ 


ment),  Mrs.  DeZutter  and  other  readers 
of  the  Jan.  14  article  who  had  questions. 

I  was  recently  in  a  seminar  led  by  John 
Ed  Mathison  in  which  he  made  the  same 
comment:  “If  you  are  not  receiving  as 
many  members  from  other 
denominations  as  you  are  through 
transfers  from  other  United  Methodist 
Churches,  your  church  is  probably 
dying."  His  philosophy  must  be  taken  in 
context.  Mr.  Mathison  contends  (and, 
quite  properly,  I  might  add)  that  people 
are  not  as  denominationally  oriented  as 
they  used  to  be.  They  move  from 
denomination  to  denomination  as  they 
move  from  place  to  place.  Where  they 
join  is  largely  determined  by  factors 
other  than  whether  or  not  it  is  a  United 
Methodist  Church.  Many  of  our  losses  to 
other  denominations  come  at  this  point. 

Mr.  Mathison  is  not  advocating  prosely¬ 
tizing  per  se.  He  is  simply  telling  us  to 
to  “build  a  better  mouse  trap”  in  order  to 
catch  those  who  are  willing  to  cross 
denominational  lines  to  find  a  church 
that  is  closer,  friendlier,  more  caring, 
having  ministries  to  the  whole  family 
and  one  which  meets  the  spiritual  needs 
of  everyone. 

Now,  if  this  bothers  Mrs.  DeZutter,  I 
am  bothered  for  her  —  and  her  church ! 

Charles  R.  Bruce 
St.  Augustine,  Florida 

UMC’s  ‘Riverside’? 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodist  ministers  have 
received  a  deluge  of  materials  in  defense 
of  the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches.  The  information  has  come 
from  every  quarter:  bishops,  boards  and 
agencies  —  all  extolling  the  Ivory  Soap- 
virtue  of  these  two  organizations.  It  is 
truly  amazing  that  the  WCC/NCC  are 
absolutely  perfect!  Impeccable! 
Unblemished! 

Or  —  or  —  banish  the  thought!  —  has 
Nixon’s  “Watergate"  become  the  United 
Methodist’s  “Riverside?” 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 
Church  strongest 
when  under  attack 
To  the  Editor: 

One  wonders  if  those  persons  and 
groups  who  constantly  assault  the 
National  and  World  Councils  of  Churches 
will  ever  learn  that  the  church  is  never 
stronger  than  when  she  is  being 
attacked.  Through  these  organizations, 
we  have  the  church  in  action  in  our  world 
today.  There  will  always  be  those  who 
wish  the  church  to  be  silent. 

Perhaps  we  should  even  say  thanks  to 
"Reader’s  Digest"  and  to  “60  Minutes” 
for  helping  us  realize  once  again  the 
impact  the  NCC  and  the  WCC  have  in  our 
world.  When  nothing  is  being  said  about 
the  church,  Christians  should  worry. 

I  thank  God  for  these  two  arms  of  the 
church  and  it  is  my  prayer  that  offerings 
to  both  will  increase.  They  can 
accomplish  together  what  one 
denomination  can  only  dream  of  doing. 

My  personal  reactions  to  the  recent 
publicity  will  be  to  cancel  four 
subscriptions  and  to  find  another  TV 
channel  on  Sunday  evening. 

Mary  Schmidt 
Rawlings,  Wyoming 


Gene  Lynch 
years.  Experts  tell  us  —  and  reason 
would  dictate  —  there  are  not  merely  two 
groups  of  people  in  El  Salvador,  one  good 
and  virtuous,  the  other  evil  and  vicious. 
There  are  undoubtedly  numerous  factions, 
each  with  its  own  excellent  reasons  for 
disagreeing  with  all  the  other  people. 

1  Our  leaders  have  suddenly  and 
inexplicably  made  a  judgment  that  our 
government  must  support  one  of  those 
groups  with  massive  armaments  in  order 
to  preserve  peace!  They  intend  that 
these  chosen  ones  in  El  Salvador  receive 
“defensive”  weapons  in  order  to 
annihilate  their  opponents. 

It  is  dangerous  to  attempt  to  separate 
political  from  Christian  principles;  a 
Christian  is  expected  to  follow  God’s  will 
in  everything  he  does.  Abetting  war  in  El 
Salvador  or  anywhere  else  is 
indefensible  in  a  Christian  sense.  In  a 
political  sense,  it  can  only  be  to  repeat 
the  debacle  that  was  Vietnam. 

We  should  see  military  men  for  what 
they  are  —  men  who  promote  war. 
Admiral  Rickover  fought  hard  for  every 
available  dollar  to  build  a  fleet  of  nuclear 
vessels  and  to  keep  them  in  the  highest 
state  of  readiness.  Quite  properly,  he  saw 
this  as  a  primary  responsibility  and  he 
carried  it  out  admirably. 

As  soon  as  he  was  forcibly  retired, 
however,  he  said  curtly  that  there  exists 
no  need  for  building  more  naval  war 
machines,  that  we  have  enough  now  to 
destroy  the  world  many  times  over! 
Military  men,  while  on  active  duty, 
almost  always  will  seek  military 
solutions.  Surely  Christians  will  as 
diligently  pursue  peace  by  interpreting 
every  proposal  —  social,  economic, 
political  and  military  —  in  light  of  that 
marvelous  assurance  that  God  is  not 
willing  that  any  should  perish. 

There  is  only  one  way  for  the  United 
States  to  prepare  for  peace:  We  must  stop 
squandering  our  national  energies  and  re¬ 
sources  to  make  weapons  for  war.  It  is  the 
duty  and  glad  opportunity  for  Christians 
to  pray  for  all  the  people  of  El  Salvador.  .  . 
and  for  true  peacemakers  everywhere. 

War  is  always  merely  one  expediency 
available  to  partially  enlightened 
nations.  I  believe  there  exist  no  Christian 
circumstances  under  which  killing  may 
be  justified  in  the  name  of  peace. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  E.  Gene  Lynch,  is 
pastor  of  the  Russellville  UMC  in 
Morristown,  Tennessee  (Holston 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand."  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


bone”  or  a  vein  of  humor,  but  both  of 
these  have  unlisted  numbers  in  the  book 
of  anatomy.  They  are  real,  however;  so 
real  that  any  of  us,  even  little  children, 
can  recognize  their  presence  or  absence 
in  those  around  us. 

If  this  lamentable  paucity  of  praise  to 
God  for  humor  is  obvious  to  me,  what 
must  it  seem  to  others?  I  was  born  into  a 
family  closely  related  professionally  to 
the  church,  a  family  which  practiced 
laughter  as  it  practiced  prayer,  but  I  saw 
my  father’s  and  later  my  husband's 
parishioners  assuming  that  solemnity 
was  more  in  keeping  with  religion  than 
was  laughter.  No  wonder  that  even 
before  I  was  40 1  had  written : 

“The  solemn  saints  discourage 
Many  folk  from  being  good, 

While  the  gaiety  of  sinners 
Makes  more  converts  than  it 
should." 

An  injection  of  humor  as  a  remedy  for 
stress  and  tension  is  very  obvious  in  the 
current  movie  “Gandhi.”  That  great- 
little  man  during  his  years  as  a 
resistance  leader  wore  a  simple  loin 
cloth,  but  he  also  wore  a  smile  when 
confronting  powerful  political  leaders. 
He  wore  laughter  as  a  cloak.  He  punned. 
He  made  incisive  jokes.  He  turned 
phrases  that  changed  minds  and  melted 
the  ice  of  hatred  in  his  enemies. 

History  tells  us  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
won  numerous  cases  in  the  courts  of 
Illinois  by  way  of  humor.  He  took  his 
sense  of  it  into  the  White  House  and  the 
halls  of  government,  and  even  onto  fields 
of  war.  The  world  might  be  a  safer  place 
for  us  all  if  there  were  laws  stating  that 
candidates  for  high  political  office  should 
possess  a  proven  sense  of  humor. 

People  working  for  causes  also  need  to 
use  humor.  I  am  very  interested  in  the 
Woman’s  Movement.  If  I  were  40  years 
younger  I  would  be  out  there  marching, 
but:  I  venture  to  say 
If  the  ERA 

Is  not  to  become  a  rumor 
It  must  often  use 
What  it  tends  to  lose: 

A  generous  flow  of  humor. 

Could  this  be  true  even  of  our  most 
important  cause  —  the  fight  against 
nuclear  war?  I  think  so.  How  about  a 
winsome  whimsical  approach,  a 
campaign  on  the  part  of  the  mushroom 
farmers  of  America  against  the  use  of 
the  phrase  “mushroom  cloud”  to 
describe  a  hydrogen  bomb  explosion. 
These  people  need  to  enlist  support  for 
freeing  their  product  from  sinful  and 
barbarous  association.  Mushrooms  are 
good  for  cooking,  but  not  for  cooking 
people.  Let  the  mushroom  growers  say  to 
our  Defense  Department:  “If  you  feel 
you  must  use  ‘mushroom  cloud’  to 
describe  the  explosion,  will  you  please 
put  the  adjective  ‘poisonous’  in  front  of 
it?”  Such  an  appeal,  printed  in 
prestigious  magazines  and  newspapers 
across  the  country,  might  catch  allies 
who  might  not  otherwise  be  drawn  into 

When  my  children  were  young, 
listening  every  evening  to  the  supper 
time  serials,  which  always  ended  with 
“listen  in  tomorrow  evening,  children,  to 
see  what  happened  to  our  hero,”  I 
wondered  about  the  usefulness  of  this 
technique  for  church  school  teachers.  I 
experimented  in  verse  with  the  Old 
Testament  story  of  Samson  and  Delilah. 

I  have  a  strong  conviction  that  God 
wants  us  to  value  humor,  and  to  exercise 
our  sense  of  it  to  keep  it  in  good  condition. 
Genesis  has  it  that  we  are  made  in  the 
“image  of  God,”  which  means  by 
deduction,  that  God  has  a  sense  of 
humor,  too. 

This  week's  contributor,  Lois  Grant 
Patches,  is  a  member  of  the  UMC  who 
resides  in  Osterville,  Massachusetts 
(Southern  New  England  Conference). 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Dumas,  Texas 


With  this  issue,  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
approximately  430  member-families  of 
the  First  UMC  in  Dumas,  Texas 
( Northwest  Texas  Conference ) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 


the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Dumas,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


Celebrating  200  Years 
of  Methodism... 


Special 

bicentennial  volumes 
from  America’s 
first  name  in  religious  publishing. 
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Communicator  parley 
hears  church  called 
to  ‘whole  new  media’ 


While  uneasy  with  some  of  the  threats  the  new  technology  may  bring,  a 
surprising  number  of  major  religious  groups  have  nonetheless  signed  up  in 
the  revolution  by  planning  or  starting  their  own  telecommunications’ 
satellite  networks. 
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‘Electronic  mail’  seen 
as  start  on  new  system 


ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)  -  The  possibility 
of  a  system  of  electronic  mail  to  link 
United  Methodist  general  agencies  has 
emerged  as  a  starting  point  for  a  church¬ 
wide  telecommunication  system. 

Persons  from  all  13  general  agencies  of 
the  denomination  met  with  the  church’s 
Telecommunication  Task  Force  here 
Feb.  22  to  survey  means  of  communi¬ 
cation  that  are  available  and  look  for 
ways  the  church  might  benefit  from 
using  them. 

Electronic  mail,  by  which  messages 
are  sent  from  computer  to  computer  over 
telephone  lines,  was  seen  as  most 
promising  for  the  near  future.  Several 
agency  representatives,  however, 
sounded  a  note  of  caution  about 
beginning  slowly  with  pilot  projects  and 
not  trying  to  bring  in  a  full  system  all  at 
once. 

Evanston,  Ill.,  and  Nashville,  were 
seen  as  cities  that  might  first  be  linked 


by  electronic  mail,  using  equipment  to  be 
installed  soon  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  ( GCF A ) . 

If  electronic  mail  among  general 
agencies  at  the  five  United  Methodist 
headquarters  cities  proves  useful,  a  next 
step  might  be  to  extend  the  system  to 
include  annual  conference  offices  and 
church-related  institutions. 

Parallel  to  the  development  of 
electronic  mail,  persons  attending  the 
consultation  saw  values  in  increased  use 
of  teleconferencing  by  the  church  as  an 
alternative  to  traveling  to  meetings. 

The  Telecommunication  Task  Force 
was  formed  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  with  cooperation 
by  GCFA  in  response  to  a  directive  from 
the  1980  General  Conference  to  develop 
telecommunication  networks  in  the 
church.  It  is  chaired  by  the  Rev.  Sidney 
Roberts  of  Hurst,  Texas. 


Rights  in  danger 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

DAYTON  (UMNS)  —  Down  through 
the  centuries,  Christians  have  responded 
to  changes  in  communications  media  in 
three  ways:  by  resisting  them,  by  capitu¬ 
lating  to  them,  or  by  appropriating  them, 
a  national  consultation  was  told  here. 

Today,  in  a  media  shift  that  compares 
in  size  and  complexity  only  to  the 
development  of  writing,  the  church  is  in  a 
“posture  of  resistance  to  television,"  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Boomershine  said. 

The  task  for  the  church  today  is  to 
appropriate  a  whole  new  media  system 
and  its  ways  of  thinking  for  the  “trans¬ 
mission  and  interpretation  of  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  Christian  religion,”  declared 
Dr.  Boomershine,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  United  Theological 
Seminary  here. 

Dr.  Boomershine  addressed  the  Feb. 
25-27  Consultation  on  Christianity  in 
Ancient  and  Modern  Media. 


Media  history  shifts  regularly 

Tracing  “media  shifts”  from  earliest 
times  to  the  present,  from  oral  through 
manuscript,  print  and  “silent  print"  to 
today’s  electronic  mix  of  television  and 
computers,  Dr.  Boomershine  said  the 
Church's  response  has  been  resistance  to 
the  new  medium  and  conservation  of  the 
old. 

“The  religion  of  Israel  was  formed  in 
an  oral  culture.  The  stories  and  songs  of 
the  acts  of  God  in  Israel’s  history  and  in 
Jesus  Christ  were  told  and  sung.  They 
were  transmitted  by  memory  and 
integrated  in  relation  to  the  situation  by 
being  retold,”  Dr.  Boomershine  recalled. 

The  development  of  writing  was  the 
first  media  change,  taking  over  a 
thousand  years,  according  to  the 
seminary  professor.  Judaism  held  to  the 
oral  tradition  for  its  dominant  form  of 
thinking,  while  “Christian  Judaism” 
embraced  the  new  manuscript  form  of 
thinking  and  developed  a  new  expression 
of  the  faith,  and  a  new  Bible. 

Print  was  developed  in  the  15th 
Century  with  the  Roman  Catholics 
opposing  the  printing  and  distribution  of 
the  Scriptures,  while  Protestants  appro¬ 
priated  the  new  medium  and  used  it  as  a 
means  for  reforming  the  church. 

The  third  media  change  was  the 
evolution  of  silent  reading,  which  took 
place  during  the  last  400  years,  with  the 
Bible  essentially  becoming  a  silent 
document  for  silent  reading  and  study. 

Many  of  the  mainline  churches  resist 
the  shift  to  electronic  media  of  television, 
radio,  computers  and  videotex  while  the 
newer  sect/cult  churches  embrace  it 
wholeheartedly,  the  consultants  agreed. 

Objecting  to  major  cultural  shifts  is 
hardly  new  —  Plato  objected  to  writing. 


on  philosophical  grounds,  Fr.  Walter  J. 
Ong,  prominent  Catholic  educator,  told 
the  consultation.  Plato  called  writing 
inhuman,  memory-destroying,  and  dead, 
“That’s  like  modern  objections  to 
electronic  media,”  said  Dr.  Ong. 

This  resistance  does  not  include  the 
“electronic  church,”  he  noted.  “Each  of 
the  television  evangelists  is  involved  in 
capitulation  to  this  culture,”  he  added. 
“In  distinctive  ways,  each  is  preaching  a 
form  of  American  civil  religion  that  is  at 
odds  at  basic  points  with  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

However,  the  biblical  scholar  said,  the 
launching  of  the  electronic  church  and 
the  “enormous  power”  of  television 
evangelists  has  changed  the  church.  He 
cited  statistics  indicating  these  evan¬ 
gelists’  budgets  are  comparable  to  the 
mission  budgets  of  some  denominations. 

In  light  of  the  present  pattern  of  “re¬ 
treat  and  regression”  by  most  mainline 
churches  into  “a  fort  of  defense,”  the 
task  “before  us  is  to  learn  how  to  think  in 
the  new  medium  as  Christians,”  Dr. 
Boomershine  concluded. 

He  stressed  the  idea  that  the  mission  of 
the  church  is  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  and 
that  “God  has  created  electronic  media, 
including  television,  for  precisely  the 
needs  of  this  age.  ” 

Effective  as  McDonald’s 

“If  persons  can  remember  a 
McDonald’s  hamburger  30-second 
television  spot  and  feel  warm  and 
welcome  there,  surely  we  can  tell  the 
gospel  story  as  effectively,”  said  Dr.- 
Boomershine. 

Proposals  for  United  Methodist 
television  ministry  emerged  here.  One 
bringing  approval  from  many,  but  not 
all,  was  advanced  by  Hubert  Jessup,  a 
Boston  radio  talk  show  host  and 
commercial  television  producer. 

Calling  for  “video  missionaries”  to 
commercial  television,  Mr.  Jessup 
proposed  the  church  form  a  company  to 
discover,  develop  and  sell  programming 
to  commercial  media.  “Spread  the 
word,"  he  suggested,  “that  program¬ 
ming  concepts  are  being  sought  which 
both  relate  Christian  faith  and  have 
commercial  potential.” 

(Contributing  to  this  report  were 
Leonard  Perryman  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Robertson  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico.  Mr.  Robertson’s  copy  was 
transmitted  to  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  using  computer  terminals, 
telephone  communication,  and  The 
Source,  which  is  a  publicly  available 
“mailbox"  communication  facility  in 
McLean,  Virginia.) 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  other  denomi¬ 
nations  may  be  in  danger  of  losing  their 
right  to  conduct  public  advocacy 
programs  or  activities  at  local  and 
national  levels,  a  church  executive  has 
said  here. 

As  a  result  of  recommendations  by  the 
U.S.  Office  of  Management  and  Budget, 
recipients  of  federal  grants,  contracts  or 
other  agreements  could  be  barred  from 
receiving  such  funds  if  involved  in  any 
form  of  political  advocacy. 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez,  director 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society’s  department  of  political  and 
human  rights,  is  preparing  a  statement 
to  oppose  the  recommendation  on  the 


grounds  that  it  violates  the  separation  ot 
church  and  state. 

According  to  the  document,  “Circular 
A-122,”  political  advocacy  is  defined  as 
any  attempt  to  influence  government 
decisions  through  lobbying  or  public 
opinion.  Political  advocacy  means  taking 
part  in  activity  by  means  of  contri¬ 
butions,  endorsements,  publicity, 
administration  of  political  action 
committees,  and  membership  dues  in 
trade  associations  or  any  other  organi¬ 
zations  that  have  political  advocacy  as 
their  purpose. 

The  Rev.  George  Ogle,  director  of  the 
department  of  social  and  economic 
justice,  said  that,  depending  on  how  the 
administration  chooses  to  interpret  the 


have  UMC  to  thank  9 


Workshop  for  retarded  restarting 


PITTSBURGH  —  Ida,  now  able  to  perform  cutting,  coiling,  crimping  of 
solderless  terminals  and  insulating  of  an  electrical  component  without  staff 
assistance.  Work  on  the  electronic  assembly  line  here  is  to  resume  this 
month. 


By  DOROTHY  PRUNTY 

The  urban  Immanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  could  be  liken¬ 
ed  to  a  boiler  factory  as  it  bubbles,  churns, 
belches  and  bangs  in  never-ending  daily 
activities.  The  Food  Co-op  volunteers 
make  food  available  at  near  wholesale 
cost.  They  do  their  work  to  the  accompani¬ 
ment  of  laughter  ^nd  chatter.  The  sheer 
whizzes  back  and  forth  plopping  out 
piles  of  meat  and  cheese. 

While  those  volunteers  slice,  hack, 
chop  and  dispense  the  food,  the  Clothes 
Cupboard  ladies  approach  a  mass  of 
bags,  boxes  and  other  contributed  items. 
They  stretch,  bend,  pull,  lift,  as  they  toil 
to  sort  the  mass  into  labeled  order.  The 
■  clothes,  miscellany  and  blankets  will  go 

•  to  the  needy. 

Meanwhile  at  the  Day  Nursery  the 
noise  level  is  high.  During  the  five  days 
which  it  is  open,  the  workers  not  only 

•  bend  and  stretch,  but  lift  and  carry 
babies,  change  diapers  and  feed  and 
clean  their  charges.  All  day  long  the 
symphony  continues:  rattle,  bang,  push. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS.  lor  Westmar  College 
in  LaMars,  IA,  starting  June  1.  Candidates  should 
have  an  understanding  of  and  commitment  to  the 
goats  and  mission  ot  a  church -related  liberal  arts 
college  Salary  negotiable  commensurate  with 
experience.  Applications  by  March  15  to  Mr.  Jim 
Thorius.  Vice  President.  LaMars.  IA51031. 

POSITION  OPEN:  Associate  Director,  Kansas  East 
Annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Minimum 
Requirements:  A  College  Degree.  B.  Two  to  three 
years  experience  and  training  in  youth  ministry.  C, 
Christian  Education  Certification  or  training.  D.  Be 
an  active  United  Methodist  with  an  understanding  of, 
sensitivity  toward,  and  experience  in  the  locai 
church.  Send  resume  to:  Ron  Holland.  P  O  Box 

4  Iff?,  Topeka,  KS66604.  by  March  15. 1963. 

EXPLORING  DREW:  Drew  University.  The 

Theological  School,  Madison.  NJ  07940.  invites 
persons  considering  theological  careers  to  attend 
two  days  on  campus  as  Drew's  guest  (housing  and 
meals)  participating  in  class  attendance,  worship 
services,  faculty  conversations,  student  fellowship, 
campus  tours,  and  discussions  of  ministry,  financial 
aid,  field  education  and  housing.  Thursday  and 
Friday.  March  24  and  25.  1983.  Registration: 
Thursday.  10  a  m  Check  out:  Friday.  5  p.m.  Write 
Barry  Kane,  Director  of  Theological  Admissions. 
Drew  L  niversity .  Madison.  N  J  07940.  or  call  ( 201  )377- 
3000.  ext.  257. 

ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  M.  J.  CLARK  Memorial 
Home,  a  home  for  the  aged  and  skilled  nursing 
facility  HFA  Residents:  244,  Nursing  Beds:  111 
United  Methodist  Church  Affiliation.  Salary  and 
benefits,  commensurate  with  experience. 
Requirements:  Applicant  must  be  a  committed 
Christian  and  be  able  to  qualify  for  a  Michigan 
Nursing  Home  Administrator's  License.  Experience 
in  geriatric  health  care  is  preferred  Responsibility: 
Directs  total  operation  of  facility  with  accountability 
to  Board  of  Trustees  Send  resume  to:  M  J.  Clark 
Memorial  Home.  1546Sherman.S.  E„  Grand  Rapids. 
Mich  49506.  Attention:  Mr.  Michael  Salisbury, 
chairman,  personnel  committee.  Or  for  information 
call:  Mrs  Edith  R.  Krahe.  M.  J.  Clark  Memorial 
Home,  telephone:  (616  )  452-1568.  Deadline:  No  later 
than  April  1 , 1983 

shove,  cry,  laugh,  clang  tricycles, 
bounce  balls,  and  crash  blocks. 

The  Food  Cupboard,  where  emergency 
food  is  stored,  contributed  to  the  noise  as 
boxes  and  bags  are  pushed  and  lifted  and 
cans  being  dispensed  clang  against  each 
other. 

Happy  noises  come  from  the  pottery 
classes,  too,  where  children  and  youth 
pound,  smack  and  shape  clay.  The  dust 
flies  as  the  pottery  wheel  whirls  and  the 
potters  scream  with  delight  at  their 
creations. 

But  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  productive 
noise  of  most  of  the  church,  the  workshop 
for  the  severely  retarded  has  been  in  icy 
silence  for  several  months.  That  will 
soon  change. 

Four  years  ago  Immanuel  made  a 
dream  materialize  with  their  Power 
Resources  Workshop.  Mentally  retarded 
adults  learned  electronic  assembly  and 
soldering.  Some  workers  had  been  in 
mental  hospitals  for  as  much  as  30  years. 

The  training  method  “Try  Another 
Way”  was  the  product  of  Dr.  Marc  Gold's 
ten  year  research  project  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Illinois.  Even  with  the  training 
procedures  completely  developed, 
adaption  proved  necessary  in  the 
workshop. 

By  the  repetitive  method  the  retarded 
adults  trained  with  transistors,  diodes 
and  circuit  boards  which  were  defective. 
Other  training  was  on  electronic  circuit 
boards  which  were  sold  to  Hobby  Shops 
for  use  in  model  railroading.  Each 
person  in  the  program  received  pay  for 
each  circuit  completed  on  a  "piece¬ 
work”  basis. 

Other  bonuses  accrued.  Workers 
learned  to  sit  in  special  places,  punch  a 
time  clock,  take  coffee  breaks  and  many 
of  them  earned  the  first  money  of  their 
lifetime. 

The  task  proved  monumental.  The 
bookkeeping  required  by  county,  state 
and  federal  regulations  regarding  work¬ 
shops  and  handicapped  employment  took 
many  hours.  The  staff,  whose  training 
had  been  in  vocational  rehabilitation  and 
the  techniques  of  Dr.  Gold,  needed 
intensive  training  in  electronics  and  the 
model  railroading  hobby.  In  addition, 
they  learned  through  trial  and  error 
about  production  schedules  and 
assembly  line  processes  which  were 
appropriate  to  their  program.  They 
accomplished  their  goals  to  a 
remarkable  degree. 

But  the  funds  ‘ran  out,’  and  the 
client/employees  suffered  a  temporary 


‘lay-off.’ 

This  month  the  workshop  for  the 
retarded  will  join  the  banging,  clanging, 
noise-making  which  makes  Pittsburgh’s 
Immanuel  United  Methodist  Church 
noticeably  busy  about  God's  work. 

“We've  cleared  up  all  our  problems 
and  plan  to  re-open  by  mid-March,”  said 
the  Rev.  David  Alcorn. 

“We  have  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  thank,"  he  said,  as  a  plea  to  the 
churches  last  November  realized  $15,000 
in  gifts. 

Mr.  Alcorn  said,  “We  were  honest  and 
admitted  we  had  made  mistakes,  had 
mismanaged  some  aspects  of  the 
operation.” 

As  the  result  of  the  difficulties  with 
funding  through  state  and  country 


DOROTHY  PRL'NTY  PHOTO 

contracts,  Mr.  Alcorn  reported  the  board 
of  directors  decided  to  disassociate  the 
program  from  such  funding  and  rely  on 
contributions  and  sales. 

The  workshop  will  re-open  with  two 
staff  persons  and  six  clients,  he  said,  and 
build  gradually  to  its  pre-closure  size 
with  seven  staff  members  and  22  clients. 

Today  they  face  their  biggest  hurdle  — 
the  development  of  a  market  program  to 
sell  the  products.  They  need  attractive, 
eye-catching  packages.  They  must  enlist 
services  and  advice  from  successful 
sales  people  in  methods  of  developing 
contacts  with  the  hobby  industry. 

Dorothy  Prunty  who  has  followed  the 
progress  of  the  worfeshop  since  its 
inception,  lives  in  Jacksboro .  Tex 


New  forum  eyed 

Leaders  deny  challenge  to  NCC 


MINNEAPOLIS  ( RNS )  -  Behind 
closed  doors  here  on  March  24  and  25,  top 
leaders  of  the  nation’s  Christian  bodies 
will  debate  whether  a  new  permanent- 
type  forum  or  inter-church  organization 
is  needed. 

But  the  idea  that  they  are  planning  to 
challenge  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  was  denounced  by  the 
chairman  of  the  steering  committee  of 
the  U.S.  Church  Leaders'  Conference,  an 
ad  hoc  group  which  first  met  13  years 
ago. 

Dr.  Milton  B.  Engebretson,  Chicago, 
who  is  president  of  the  Evangelical 
Covenant  Church  of  America,  said  he 
was  "mad”  at  Newsweek  magazine  for  a 
report  in  its  Feb.  21  issue  saying  that  the 
Minneapolis  meeting  poses  "another 
challenge"  to  the  NCC  “that  ultimately 
may  undercut  its  authority.” 

“There  is  no  connection  whatsoever 
between  the  Minneapolis  meeting  and 
attacks  made  on  the  NCC  by  the  CBS 
program  '60  Minutes,’  and  the  Reader’s 
Digest,”  Dr.  Engebretson  said  in  a 
telephone  interview.  He  revealed  that  the 
meeting  will  have  the  theme,  “The 
Mission  of  the  Church:  the  Unity  of 
Christ’s  Body,”  and  that  major 
presentations  will  be  given  by  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham,  leading  spokesman  for 
America’s  evangelical  Christians; 
Archbishop  John  R.  Roach,  president  of 
the  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops,  and  American  Lutheran  Church 
Presiding  Bishop  David  W.  Preus. 

Bishop  Preus  is  expected  to  elaborate 
on  a  proposal  he  made  when  the  church 
leaders  met  last  year  in  Louisville.  There 
he  proposed  that  church  leaders  consider 
either  a  new  “inclusive”  ecumenical 
structure  or  a  forum  to  discuss  issues  of 
common  concern  and  provide  a  united 
witness. 

He  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  is 
a  “widening  gap  between  the 


conservative  evangelical  and  the  main¬ 
line  churches,"  and  he  suggested  a  “new 
conciliar  expression"  might  be  a  way  of 
closing  that  gap. 

Bishop  Preus  said  he  hoped  the  new 
organization  would  include  Roman 
Catholics,  Southern  Baptists,  the 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod,  the 
American  Lutheran  Church,  conservative 
evangelicals,  Pentecostals  and  “other 
non-aligned  churches,”  as  well  as 
churches  in  either  the  present  National 
Council  of  Churches  or  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Evangelicals. 

The  latter  two  bodies  should  not  be 
singled  out  for  criticism  nor  should  they 
necessarily  be  replaced,  Bishop  Preus 
said.  But  he  also  noted  that  his  proposal 
“does  suggest  that  the  present  councils 
are  not  able  to  become  the  all-inclusive 
type  envisioned  in  this  proposal.” 

Any  new  ecumenical  organization,  he 
said,  “should  start  out  as  a  forum  and 
may  or  may  not  develop  into  a  full- 
fledged  organization.  "  Initially,  he 
explained,  "there  could  be  an  annual 
meeting  such  as  this  U.S.  church  leaders’ 
conference,  only  with  the  commitment  to 
participate  coming  from  churches 
instead  of  from  individuals  .  There  is 
no  need  to  talk  structure,  shape  and  size 
until  we  discover  a  common  line  around 
needs  and  objectives." 

He  suggested  the  forum  could  address 
such  issues  as  evangelism,  fellowship, 
church-state  issues  and  peacemaking. 

Dr.  Engebretson  said  he  expects 
something  to  come  out  of  the  PreuS 
proposal  this  year.  He  said  there  was  ai 
lively  discussion  over  the  proposal  last 
year  with  the  participants  including 
United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong.  NCC  president. 

It  is  unlikely  that  the  discussions  will 
be  opened  to  the  media  since  the  church 
leaders  feel  much  freer  to  give  their 
opinions  when  they  know  they  will  not  be 
quoted.  Dr.  Engebretson  said. 


Federal  rule  changes  could 
threaten  advocacy  roles 


circular,  the  results  could  affect  the  local 
church  as  well  as  the  denomination  and 
its  national  agencies. 

Although  the  United  Methodist  Church 
does  not  receive  direct  federal  money,  it 
might  be  claimed  that  the  church  gets 
funds  through  its  related  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities,  hospitals,  nursing  homes,  com¬ 
munity  centers,  and  similar  institutions. 


The  purpose  of  the  recommendation 
was  to  ensure  against  profit  and  non¬ 
profit  organizations  using  federal  funds 
to  lobby  for  increases  for  specific 
projects.  Non-profit  organizations  are 
already  prohibited  from  using  any  grant 
or  contract  funds  for  political  lobbying. 
Records  must  be  kept  on  how  federal 
funds  are  used. 


People  in 
the  news  . . . 


Governor  begins  with  prayer 

The  long  and  grueling  bid  for  the 
Georgia  governor’s  mansion  was  called 
their  “venture  of  faith”  by  Elizabeth  and 
Joe  Frank  Harris.  That  spirit  of  faith 
highlighted  the  Inaugural  Day  activities. 

Elizabeth,  a  Methodist  minister’s 
daughter,  and  Joe  Frank  Harris  have 
long  been  active  members  of  Faith 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Cartersville, 
Ga.  They  have  been  sought  after  by 
churches  of  every  denomination  as  lay 
speakers  and  respected  as  Christian 
leaders.  Mrs.  Harris  was  responsible  for 
Inaugural  Day  plans  and  the  Inaugural 
Prayer  Service. 

The  prayer  service  at  Trinity  UMC  in 
Atlanta  included  people  from  diverse 
denominational  and  ethnic  backgrounds. 
After  scripture  and  hymns,  the  ministers 
were  asked  to  come  behind  the  altar, 
then  the  First  Family,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor’s  family,  and  other  govern¬ 
ment  officals  and  legislators  who  wished 
to  participate  in  the  prayer  of  dedication. 
Nearly  100  people  circled  the  altar,  six  to 
eight  deep. 

The  dedication  prayer  was  given  by 
Rev.  Mark  Rutland,  North  Georgia  Con¬ 
ference  evangelist.  “It  was  awesome  to 
see  these  political  leaders  on  their  knees 
in  prayer.  It  didn’t  matter  that  we  were 
black  or  white,  Baptist  or  Methodist, 
man  or  woman.  The  spirit  of  God  brought 
us  together  in  one  accord,”  said  Mary 
Lowery,  a  Baptist  supporter. 


Georgia  Governor-Elect  Joe  Frank 
Harris  and  his  wife  Elizabeth. 


Chicago’s  mayoral  candidate 
Harold  Washington,  a  member  of 
St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  after  winning  the 
Democratic  nomination  Feb.  25. 
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Responding 
to  the 
World 


Building  on  the  Great  Commission.  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  s  new  E.  Stanley  Jones  School  of  Evangelism 
and  World  Mission  now  responds  to  the  worlds  needs 
through  the  development  of  competent  graduates  pre¬ 
pared  for  apostolic  achievement.  Beginning  in  Pali,  1983, 
graduate  students  will  be  able  to  concentrate  in  one  to 
several  of  the  following  areas: 


•Theology  of  Mission 

•  Mission  History 

•  Mission  Anthropology 
•Church  Growth 
•Communication  of  the 

Gospel 

•Development  of 
Congregations.  Leaders. 

Communities,  and 
Indigenous  Institutions 
The  curriculum  will  feature  masters  and 
doctoral  degrees. 


Spiritual  Formation 
Personal  Evangelism 
Preaching  Evangelism 
Revival  and  Church 
Renewal 

Executive  Skills  for 
Mission  Leadership 
Wesleyan  Evangelization 


For  further  information  contact: 

Dr.  George  G.  Hunter  III,  Dean 

E.  Stanley  Jones  School  of  Evangelism  and  World  Mission 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary 
Wilmore,  KY  40390  •  606/858-3581 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  11, 1983 


Church  growth  in  Korea 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Not  for  nothing  is  the  Rev.  Sundo  Kim 
known  as  "the  Robert  Schuller  of 
Korea."  .And  his  stated  goal  to  become 
the  pastor  of  "the  largest  Methodist 
church  in  the  world”  can’t  be  taken 
lightly,  either 

Television  viewers  familiar  with  Dr. 
Schuller's  "Crystal  Cathedral"  in 
California  would  find  scale  if  not 
architectural  similarities  in  Mr.  Kim’s 
Kwanglim  Methodist  Church  in  the 
suburbs  of  South  Korea's  capital,  Seoul. 
Its  425-foot  tower,  he  proudly  points  out, 
is  "as  high  as  Notre  Dame,"  and  the 
sanctuary  in  the  six-story  main  building 
seats  4,300. 

Broadcasts  aired  every  Sunday 

Mr.  Kim  seems  as  comfortable  in  front 
of  television  cameras  as  his  American 
counterpart.  His  Sunday  services  are 
broadcast  on  two  stations  across  not  only 
his  native  South  Korea  but  also  into 
Communist  North  Korea  and  Manchuria. 

The  two  met  four  years  ago  when  Mr. 
Kim,  touring  the  U.S.,  gave  his  testimony 
at  Dr.  Schuller’s  cathedral.  And,  because 
his  church  is  growing  so  rapidly,  Mr. 
Kim  was  asked  by  Dr.  Schuller  to  stop  by 
on  his  way  home  on  his  latest  ( February- 
March)  visit  to  the  U.S. 

Mr.  Kim  came  to  this  country  last 
month  primarily  to  participate  in  a 
"Victorious  Light"  conference  sponsored 
in  Florida  by  United  Methodist 
evangelist,  the  Rev.  Herb  Bowdoin. 
From  there  he  came  to  Dallas'  Highland 
Park  UMC,  formerly  the  world's  largest 
United  Methodist  and  now  second,  in  this 
country,  to  First  UMC,  Houston.  His 
contact  at  Highland  Park  was  the 
minister  of  evangelism,  the  Rev.  Frank 


Warden,  founder  and  promoter  of  the 
Trinity  Bible  Studies  which  Mr.  Kim  has 
translated  into  Korean  and  which  he  uses 
with  a  class  of  800  every  Sunday 
(compared  with  Mr.  Warden’s  record  of 
about  250). 

While  at  Highland  Park,  Mr.  Kim 
videotaped  messages  to  Korean- 
American  pastors  telling  of  his  church 
and  its  use  of  Bible  studies. 

His  is  not  the  largest  Christian  church 
in  Korea,  however.  Two  Presbyterian 
churches  are  larger.  But  his  membership 
is  12,000  and  more  than  6,000  attend 
three  services  on  a  typical  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  He  expects  —  not  hopes  but  expects 
—  to  see  that  increase  to  13,000  persons 
attending  either  five  or  six  services  by 
the  end  of  1983, 

Mr.  Kim  is  not  one  of  the  world’s  more 
reckless  players  of  "the  number  game." 
Rather,  to  him  each  "number" 
represents  a  person,  a  new  or  a  renewed 
Christian  who  can  be  led  in  spiritual 
growth  and  service. 

Disciplined  example 

His  own  personal  example  suffices.  He 
arises  daily  at  4:30  a. m.  and  leads  prayer 
services  in  the  sanctuary  beginning  at  5 
a.m.  He  sets  aside  at  least  1V&  hours  daily 
for  personal  prayer.  He  and  his  wife,  who 
was  with  him  on  the  latest  trip,  own  no 
home  or  car.  The  church  provides  them 
an  apartment  in  the  new  tower,  along 
with  offices,  counseling  and  educational 
rooms.  They  have  raised  two  grown  sons 
and  a  daughter,  and  they  give  their 
entire  salary  to  the  church  building 
program.  How  dc  they  subsist?  With  a 
slight  smile  and  a  shrug,  he  says,  "The 
Lord  provides." 

Mr.  Kim  offers  his  church  as  an 
example  rather  than  being  a  one-of-a-kind 


meteor.  In  a  paper  which  he  prepared 
for  distribution  in  this  country,  he  said 
that  six  new  churches  "are  planted"  and 
1,400  more  Christians  are  added  every 
day  in  Korea. 

He  gives  nine  main  causes  for  the 
church’s  growth  in  Korea : 

1.  The  Korean  church  is  founded  on 
prayer.  He  says  every  Korean  church 
has  the  kind  of  early  morning  prayer 
service  which  he  leads,  plus  all-night 


prayer  meetings  in  many  churches  on 
Fridays  and  Wednesday  night  Bible 
studies.  He  also  said  there  are  115  so- 
called  "prayer  mountains”  throughout 
Korea,  places  where  pastors  and  congre¬ 
gations  can  go  to  pray  and  fast. 

2.  The  Korean  church  is  biblically 
oriented.  "Every  Sunday  morning,”  he 
wrote,  "Koreans  attend  various  Bible 
study  classes  before  morning  worship.” 

3.  Korean  churches  experience 


A  message  for  Korean-American  pastors  is  videotaped  by  the  Rev.  Sundo 
Kim,  senior  minister  at  the  largest  (12,000  members)  Methodist  church  in 
Korea.  At  left  is  the  Rev.  Ed  Dean  of  Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dallas,  where 
Mr.  Kim  visited  recently. 
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explosive  spiritual  revivals.  "Today,”  he 
wrote,  "every  Korean  church  has 
spiritual  revival  meetings  at  least  twice 
a  year.” 

4.  Korean  churches  grow  through 
historical  tribulation.  His  paper 
mentions  such  things  as  the  Japanese 
invasion  of  1919  followed  by  massacres 
and  "extremely  wicked”  communist 
persecutions  in  North  Korea. 

5.  Korean  churches  grow  through  the 
dedication  of  tithes.  He  wrote  that  when 
he  was  appointed  pastor  of  Kwanglim 
Methodist  Church,  it  had  170  members. 
Eleven  years  later  it  had  10,000,  a  new  $4 
million  church,  and  supported  50  rural 
churches  financially  as  well  as 
spiritually.  "All  of  this  came  from  the 
members’  material  and  spiritual 
dedication  to  sacrifice  for  the  Lord,”  he 
wrote. 

6.  Koreans  have  rich  religious  minds. 
"Traditionally  we  had  ancestor  cults  and 
Shamanism  for  our  blessings  .  .  .  But  as 
soon  as  vital  Christianity  came,  Koreans 
accepted  Christ  en  masse,  primarily 
because  of  their  common  orientation.” 

7.  The  Korean  church  trains  its  lay 
members  to  participate.  His  congre¬ 
gation  has  1,650  "lay  leaders,”  either' 
elders,  deacons  or  deaconesses.  Each 
goes  through  a  20-hour  lay  training 
seminar,  and  they  help  lead  classes  in 
700  "house  churches.”  Mr.  Kim  has  also 
organized  his  members  into  various 
mission  societies  such  as  the  Luke 
society  for  physicians  and  Philemon 
society  for  businessmen.  The  major 
training  event  is  an  all-day  seminar  on 
New  Year’s  day. 

8.  Korean  churches  are  encouraging 
small  group  activities.  "Most  Korean 
churches,"  he  wrote,  have  "class 
meetings”  once  a  week,  especially  on 


Friday  evenings,  for  prayer  and  Bible 
study. 

9.  The  Korean  church  is  growing  as  an 
urban  church  because  the  society  is 
becoming  urbanized.  Mr.  Kim  shakes  his 
head  in  disbelief  as  he  tells  of  his  church 
members  who  ride  a  public  "express 
bus"  three  hours  each  way  to  cross  the 
giant  (population  8  million)  city  of  Seoul 
to  attend  Sunday  services. 

Mr.  Kim  concluded  his  six-page  paper 
with  this  prayer:  "Thank  God  for 
blessing  the  church  growth  in  Korea  and 
making  Korea  the  center  of  evan¬ 
gelization  of  Asia  and  even  the  ends  of 
the  earth."  Mr.  Kim  is  convinced  that  at 
least  50  percent  of  the  Korean  population 
will  be  Christian  disciples  by  2000  A.D. 
"They  would  be  a  great  evangelistic 
force  for  Asia  and  world  missions,”  he 
says. 

Growth  not  exclusive  concern 

Church  growth  is  a  major  part  of  his 
congregation’s  program  but  not  an 
exclusive  part.  He  spoke  of  "deep 
concern  for  isolated  people,”  and  he  told 
of  special  work  with  300  custodians  who 
are  given  part-time  work  at  the  church 
and  provided  with  personal  needs  such  as 
clothing.  His  church  also  participates  in 
Cambodian  refugee  relief,  having  on 
hand  at  any  given  time  rooms  full  of 
boxed  supplies. 

Mr.  Kim’s  staff  includes  seven 
ordained  ministers,  14  women  evan¬ 
gelists,  four  education  ministers,  a 
Vienna-trained  orchestra  conductor,  and 
leaders  for  four  choirs.  Annual  budget  is 
$2.5  million. 

Mr.  Kim  is  also  president  of  the  Korea 
Institute  for  Pastoral  Ministry,  housed  at 
the  church.  It  has  trained  1,500  Korean 
pastors. 


The  Aero  Commander  twin  engine  plane  purchased  with  monies  given 
almost  entirely  by  churches  in  Florida,  is  one  of  two  planes  delivered 
recently  to  missionaries  in  Zaire. 
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Would  You  Sponsor  Me? 


PARIMAl  DAS  of  Indio  appeors  to  be 
asking  that  question,  for  he  comes 
from  a  poverty-stricken  fomily.  His 
father  died  when  Parimal  was  only  one- 
year-old.  leaving  the  family  in  distress. 
Recently  Parimal  was  occepted  at  Suri 
Christian  Hostel  and  the  superintendent 
has  told  us  he  is  a  worthy  student,  one 
who  needs  a  sponsor. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian  organization,  founded  in  1965.  that 
seek  sponsors  for  destitute  children.  The 
children  are  fed  spiritually  as  well  as 
physically.  There  are  no  contracts  signed 
as  a  sponsorship  con  last  for  any  length 
of  time.  Administrative  costs  are  kept 
low.  and  88.1%  of  all  funds  received  are 
sent  on  for  the  children's  needs. 

HOW  TO  BECOME  A  SPONSOR: 

Many  children,  like  Parimal.  are 
awaiting  sponsors.  For  $13  a  month  — 
less  than  4 a  day  —  the  sponsor 
provides  one  special  child  with  food, 
clothing  and  educational  needs.  All 
donations  to  WCI  are  tax-deductible.  We 
will  send  you  an  audit  copy.  The  spon¬ 
sor  receives  full  information  on  the 
child  plus  photo,  address  and  news  of 
activities  at  the  orphanage  or  hostel. 
Prayerfully  consider  beginning  a  spon¬ 
sorship  today.  You  could  be  a  blessing 
to  a  child  like  Parimal.  Please  write: 


tS 


WORLD'S 

CHILDREN 


I  wish  «o  sponsor  o  child  wh »h« 


Enclosed  Is  payment  lor  first  month 


Street _ 

Stole  ond  Zhp _ 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880. 


US-Europe  gifts 
help  keep  Africa 
mission  ers  aloft 

Compiled  From  News  Stories 

United  Methodists  of  Kansas,  Florida 
and  Illinois  have  joined  with  Methodists 
in  Switzerland  and  Germany  to  keep 
missionaries  in  Zaire,  Africa,  up  in  the 
air. 

Mobility  via  airplanes  is  a  necessity  for 
mission  work  in  Zaire  as  other  means  of 
transportation,  and  especially  roads,  are 
almost  non-existent,  the  missionaries 
report. 

The  Florida  Annual  Conference  raised 
$80,000  last  year  to  purchase  a  twin 
engine  plane  after  a  five-person  work 
team  in  Zaire  discovered  the  need  during 
a  5-week  stay  with  the  Kenneth  Enrights, 
missionaries.  The  Florida  UMs 
purchased  and  delivered  the  plane  to 
Central  Zaire,  returning  to  report  that 
the  first  flight  was  made  to  save  the  life 
of  an  African  woman  who  had  to  be  flown 
to  the  hospital  for  an  emergency. 

On  a  daily  basis,  the  plane  mainly 
carries  supplies  and  sick  people. 

Kansas  United  Methodists  raised 
$176,000  for  the  "Wings  of  Caring” 
project  during  December  and  January  to 
purchase  a  plane  for  field  work  in 
Christian  education,  health  care  and 
construction  in  Zaire.  Dennis  and  Janette 
Fulton,  Kansas  missionaries  assigned  to 
Zaire,  are  in  the  United  States  now.  He  is 
learning  to  fly  and  maintain  the  twin 
engine  plane. 

In  addition  to  the  Kansas  gifts, 
Methodists  in  Switzerland  added  $66,000 
and  in  Germany  another  $6,000  to  the 
project. 

Two  congregations  in  the  Northern 
Illinois  conference  assisted  in  getting 
supplies  delivered  to  missionaries  in  the 
North  Shaba  and  Southern  Zaire 
conference  last  fall. 

Missionaries  Lowell  and  Claudia  Wertz 
had  described  to  members  at  First  UMC, 
Woodstock,  and  Faith  UMC,  Waukegan, 
the  difficulties  involved  in  getting  vital 
medical  supplies  into  Zaire. 

The  Wertzes  said  that  they  had  to  carry 
everything  with  them  as  any  baggage 
would  probably  be  stolen. 

During  his  daily  quiet  time,  a  layman 
of  the  Woodstock  church,  felt  led  to  act  as 
a  courier  to  get  the  supplies  through. 
Almost  a  year  passed  before  Darrell 
Rader,  a  pilot  for  United  Airlines, 
departed.  But  during  that  time  the  two 
churches  began  to  collect  supplies :  30,000 
hypodermic  syringes,  4  used  EKG  heart 
monitors,  antibiotics,  medical  apparatus, 
a  microscope,  food,  etc. 

The  successful  delivery  led  one 
missionary  to  tell  Mr.  Rader.  "What  you 
did,  cannot  be  done!”  His  response  was, 
"What  God  wants  done,  gets  done." 


Museum  to  receive 
church’s  windfall 

SPARTANBURG,  S.C.  -  Tabernacle 
UMC  in  rural  Spartanburg  County  has 
donated  a  35-year-old,  two-hole  outdoor 
privy  to  the  South  Carolina  State 
Museum  which  will  open  in  the  state 
capital  of  Columbia  in  1986. 

The  church,  with  57  members,  used  the 
"facilities"  until  last  fall  when  it  rebuilt 
its  main  building  and  added  indoor 
plumbing. 

According  to  the  South  Carolina 
Advocate,  the  state  museum’s  curator  of 
history  has  lauded  the  structure  as  "a 
fine  example  of  rural  South  Carolina 
plumbing  equipment  from  past 
generations.”  The  museum  has  already 
received  its  windfall  gift  and  has  stored  it 
in  an  undisclosed  location. 

Television  crusader 
takes  fight  to  radio 

TUPELO,  Miss.  -  The  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon,  United  Methodist  founder  of 
the  Coalition  for  Better  Television,  hopes 
to  go  on  the  air  in  April  with  about  300 
radio  stations  carrying  a  daily,  Monday- 
through-Friday,  3 ‘/2-minute  "other  side 
of  the  issue”  about  network  television. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  his  program  will 
deal  with  programming,  policy  and 
practice  of  sponsors,  lifestyles  and 
attitudes  of  those  responsible  for  network 
programs,  and  "similar  topics.” 

Youth  invited  to 
racial,  ethnic  workshop 

WASHINGTON  -  United  Methodist 
youth  are  being  invited  to  Washington  in 
August  for  a  national  workshop  on 
"racial  and  ethnic  pluralism"  according 
to  a  spokesperson  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  which 
is  sponsoring  the  three-day  event. 

Yolanda  E.  Rivas  said  youth  interested 
in  the  workshop  to  be  held  at  the  National 
4-H  Center  Aug.  19-21,  should  contact  the 
commission  office  at  (202)  547-2271  by 
March  22. 

San  Diego  district  joins 
effort  to  aid  homeless 

SAN  DIEGO  —  United  Methodists  in 
this  district  donated  linens  valued  at 
about  $7,000  as  their  share  toward 
turning  a  91-room  hotel  into  a  temporary 
shelter  for  homelss  persons. 

The  Salvation  Army  operates  the 
shelter,  but  the  local  United  Way, 
denominations  and  civic  groups  have 
helped  stock  the  hotel.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  contribution  included  1,300  towels, 
700  wash  cloths,  1,200  sheets,  1,000  pillow¬ 
cases,  100  blankets  and  10  pillows. 

District  superintendent 
adds  police  chaplain  duties 

NEW  CASTLE,  Ind.  -  The  Rev. 
Charles  Armstrong  has  given  himself  a 
special  appointment  on  top  of  his  duties 
as  superintendent  of  the  New  Castle 
District,  South  Indiana  conference. 

He  has  become  chaplain  to  the  state 
police  post  near  here.  He  said  he  stops  by 
the  post  at  least  once  a  week  and  visits 
officers  or  their  families  in  hospitals.  He 
also  offers  pastoral  counseling  to  those 
who  request  it. 

Church  World  Service  project 
resisted  by  rural  Minnesotans 

WINONA,  Minn.  (RNS)  —  A  project 
planned  by  Church  World  Service  to 
relocate  Hmong  refugee  families  on  an 
Episcopal  priest's  farm  has  drawn  pro¬ 
tests  from  more  than  100  area  residents. 

The  town  board  of  nearby  Homer, 
Minn.,  took  no  action  concerning  the 
project  despite  strong  objections  The 
protesters  expressed  fears  that  the 
project  would  bring  crime,  growing 
welfare  rolls,  and  hunting  violations. 


the  church  today 


The  project  would  bring  10  to  15  Hmong 
families  from  the  Minneapolis-St.  Paul 
area  to  the  farm  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Minnis,  an  Episcopal  priest  in  Rushford, 
Minn.  On  the  farm,  the  refugees  would  be 
taught  to  raise  hogs  and  specialty  crops. 
They  would  also  receive  instruction  in 
farm  maintenance  and  management. 

Three  UM  pastors  aid 
in  successful  search 

HAMILTON,  Mass.  —  Three  United 
Methodist  ministers  joined  in  the 
successful  search  in  early  February  for 
three  boys,  ages  10-12,  lost  overnight  in  a 
swamp  adjacent  to  the  United  Methodist 
campground  here. 

Searchers  included  the  Rev.  Warren 
Hyam  of  First  UMC,  Peabody;  the  Rev. 
Neil  Sweet  of  First  UMC,  Hamilton,  and 
the  Rev.  Willis  Miller  of  Lafayette  Street 
and  Wesley  UMCs  in  Salem  and  chaplain 
at  the  campground  for  over  30  years. 

One  church’s  crops  supply 
another’s  soup  kitchen 

BUCKHEAD,  Ga.  —  Five  retired  men 
from  St.  James  UMC  in  this  Atlanta 
suburb  are  gardening  a  720-square-foot 
area  behind  their  church  —  not  to  raise 
their  own  food  but  to  help  provide  fresh 
food  for  the  soup  kitchen  at  St.  Luke’s 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  men  donated  more  than  1,000 
pounds  of  food  in  1982.  Another  700  pounds 
was  donated  by  other  St.  James  mem¬ 
bers.  Their  1983  goal  is  3,400  pounds. 

Oklahoma  Conference 
gains  in  membership 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  The  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  reported  a  net  gain  of 
288  members  in  1982,  the  first  annual 
gain  in  more  than  a  decade. 

Total  United  Methodist  membership  in 
the  state  at  year’s  end,  not  counting  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conference, 
was  246,673.  Oklahoma  UM  churches  also 
reported  average  attendance  at  worship 
services  had  increased  by  463  in  1982, 
reaching  63,149. 

Michigan  UM  youth 
refuses  draft  signup 

DETROIT  —  Dan  Rutt,  member  of 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  here, 
recently  became  this  state’s  first  person 
indicted  for  failure  to  register  for  the 


draft.  His  trial,  following  several 
expected  appeals,  is  not  predicted  before 
summer  or  fall. 

His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert  Walton, 
was  among  those  supporting  Mr.  Rutt, 
21,  when  he  publicly  explained  his 
position  on  draft  registration  resistance. 
His  home  church  has  also  circulated 
petitions  expressing  support  for  Mr.  Rutt 
and  encouraging  others  not  to  register. 

Vocalists  to  compete 
for  Scarritt  scholarships 

NASHVILLE  -  Scarritt  College,  a 
national  graduate  center  for  church 
music  and  Christian  education,  has 
announced  a  vocal  music  competition  on 
the  campus  March  14  and  March  26. 

Four  scholarships  at  $4,000  each  will  be 
granted  for  full-time  study  at  Scarritt  in 
the  choral  emphasis  of  the  Master  of 
Church  Music  degree  program. 


Persons  interested  in  registering  for 
the  competition  may  call  the  Scarritt 
Admissions  Office  (toll  free  1-800-251- 
2554;  in  Tennessee,  1-615-327-2700). 

Bishop  refuses  to  oppose 
nun’s  nomination  for  office 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Bishop  Emerson  S. 
Colaw  of  the  Minnesota  Area  said  he  has 
refused  requests  that  he  oppose  the 
appointment  of  Sister  Mary  Madonna 
Ashton  as  Minnesota  commissioner  of 
health. 

He  also  said  he  believes  United  Meth¬ 
odists  should  exercise  caution  in 
mounting  opposition  to  her  appointment. 

“She  may  or  may  not  make  an  effective 
agency  head.  I  am  not  qualified  to  judge. 
I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  oppose  her 
appointment  simply  because  she  is  a 
nun,”  the  bishop  wrote. 


Top  legislator  proposes 
US-Soviet  ‘world  forum’ 


SAN  ANTONIO  (UMNS)  -  A  fund  of 
$100  billion  annually  for  five  years, 
shared  equally  by  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union  from  military  budgets, 
to  be  used  for  humanitarian  purposes, 
was  proposed  to  an  ecumenical  peace 
conference  here  Feb.  17-19  by  Rep.  Jim 
Wright  (D-Texas). 

Rep.  Wright,  majority  leader  in  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives, 
said  this  sort  of  "world  forum”  would 
provide  money  enough  to  build  a 
hospital,  schools,  and  furnish  potable 


SAN  ANTONIO  —  Congressman 
Jim  Wright,  House  majority  leader, 
right,  is  greeted  by  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  Jr.,  left,  of  United  Methodism’s 
San  Antonio  Area. 
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water  in  every  town  with  more  than 
10,000  population  in  the  world. 

Another  speaker  was  Deputy  Assistant  • 
Secretary  of  Defense  Ronald  Lehman 
who  asserted  that  deterrence  is  the  way  • 
to  keep  peace.  He  said  he  believes  the 
majority  of  people  agree  with  him. 
Public  opinion  polls  consistently  have 
shown  a  majority  in  favor  of  a  nuclear 
freeze. 

The  Pentagon  official  said  a  freeze  on 
weapons  would  give  the  Societ  Union  an  ■ 
advantage  in  that  the  nation  is  spending 
$140  billion  dollars  more  than  the  United 
States  on  nuclear  weapons  and  military 
costs. 

On  the  other  hand,  retired  Marine 
Major  General  William  T.  Fairbourn  told 
the  250  persons  present  that  the  evidence 
does  not  necessarily  point  to  a  massive 
Soviet  arms  buildup. 

Professor  Lloyd  Jeffry  Dumas  of  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Dallas  said  the 
persistence  of  high  military  budgets  for 
three  and  a  half  decades  is  a  crucial  part 
of  the  economic  problem  in  the  U.S. 
today.  "We  have  the  knowledge  to  solve 
the  economic  problems,”  Dr.  Dumas 
concluded.  "If  enough  people  want 
change,  the  government  will  have  to 
listen.” 


2  Ways  You  Can  Lookjit^C^cALL  P{EW 
I983c\kcati(xi  QiitClf§d}pol  Resources! 


Children’s  Bible  Studies:  Vacation  Church  School  resources  are 
completely  new!  The  theme  for  children  age  3  through  Grade  6  is 
“Ways  Bible  People  Lived.”  At  every  age  level,  VCS  students  will 
learn  how  people  in  Bible  times  responded  to  God’s  purposes  and 
let  God  work  through  their  lives. 

Here’s  how  your  church  can  preview  new  1983  VCS  resources: 

1.  New  VCS  Examination  Kit.  Contains  copy  of  each  teacher  book 
and  student  resource  through  junior  high.  $20.56  value. 

Order  No.  0204.  $14.95 

2.  Starter  Kits  Combination  Offer.  Starter  Kit  #1.  Basic  Resources 
has  all  the  printed  resources,  teacher,  student,  and  class  pack¬ 
ets  ..  .  plus  100  FREE  registration  cards.  Starter  Kit  #2:  Media 
Resources  contains  the  three  Media  Resources  to  be  used  with  the 
age  groups.  Total  value  of  both  kits  is  $98.86. 

Order  No.  0215.  $76.95 


Starter  Kits  also  are  available  individually: 

Starter  Kit  #1:  Basic  Resources.  Value  $54.01. 

Order  No.  0226.  $42.95 

Starter  Kit  #2:  Media  Resources.  Value  $44.85. 

Order  No.  0250.  $37.95 

Order  your  kit(s)  now  from  the  Cokesbury  Service  Center  serving 
you.  Then,  keep  the  kit(s)  you've  selected  at  substantial  savings, 
or  return  in  salable  condition  in  45  days  for  credit. 


Prices  subject  to  change.  Transportation  extra  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 
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Cokesbury 

ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Avenue.  South  •  P.  O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 
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Advocates  want  more  Soviet  freedoms 


Evangelicals  hone  rights  focus 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

Remember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as 
bound  with  them,  and  them  which  suffer 
adversity  as  being  yourselves  also  in  the 
body  —  Hebrews  3 :3. 

A  new  human  rights  advocacy 
movement  is  developing  among 
evangelical  Christians  on  behalf  of 
persecuted  religious  believers  in  nations 
of  the  Soviet  bloc. 

For  the  past  two  decades,  the  field  of 
monitoring  religious-rights  violations  in 
Eastern  Europe  was  wide  open  and  left 
largely  to  three  groups : 

•  The  Center  for  the  Study  of  Religion 
and  Communism  at  Keston  College,  a 
research  group  in  England  supported  in 
part  by  the  Church  of  England ; 

•  The  more  militant  Research  Center 
for  Religion  and  Human  Rights  in  Closed 
Societies,  founded  in  New  York  by  the 
Rev.  Blahoslav  Hruby,  a  71-year-old 
Czech-born  Presbyterian  minister  who 
fought  in  the  anti-Nazi  underground; 

•  The  low-keyed  interfaith  Appeal  of 
Conscience  Foundation,  headed  by  Rabbi 
Arthur  Schneier  of  New  York,  which 
works  quietly  on  a  case  basis  for 
religious  liberty  in  Eastern  Europe. 

In  recent  years,  however,  they  have 
been  joined  in  the  effort  by  other,  mostly 
evangelical  groups  which  have  broader 
purposes,  such  as  organizing  letter- 
writing  campaigns  on  behalf  of 
particular  dissidents  and  in  many  cases 
transporting  food  and  clothing  to 
relatives  of  imprisoned  believers,  as  well 
as  reporting  on  the  human  rights 
situation. 

Among  these  are  an  Indiana-based 
group  that  represents  a  dissident 
evangelical  Baptist  denomination  in  the 
Soviet  Union  —  started  three  years  ago 


by  the  exiled  leader  of  those 
congregations,  Georgi  Vins;  the 
evangelical  East-West  News  Service, 
which  has  just  suspended  service  but 
plans  to  resume  this  spring  with  an 
expanded  focus  to  include  religious 
rights  violations  worldwide;  and 
CREED,  a  private  Washington  group 
started  two  years  ago  by  U.S. 
congressmen. 

These  groups  are  attracting  wider 
attention  now  as  public  concern  mounts 
over  increased  reports  of  religious 
oppression  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  other 


Eastern  nations.  And,  the  evangelical 
rights  groups  are  also  beginning  to 
establish  an  identity  apart  from  the 
missionary  and  Bible-smuggling 
operations  that  have  traditionally 
dominated  evangelical  involvement  in 
Eastern  ministries. 

“There  is  definitely  a  growing 
awareness  among  Christians  of  their 
responsibility  toward  Christians  in 
atheistic  countries,"  said  CREED 
director  Dr.  Ernest  Gordon. 

For  many  decades,  the  field  of 
Christian  involvement  in  European 
countries  was  covered  by  evangelical 
missionary  and  Bible-smuggling 
operations.  But  now,  the  religious  groups 
are  establishing  separate  identities  as 
human  rights  organizations. 

Still,  this  work  is  viewed  with 
skepticism  among  U.S.  mainline 
churches,  which  see  political  motivations 
behind  movements  against  communist 


repression  of  religion;  many  of  them  also 
look  upon  public  outcries  as  doing  little, 
and  sometimes  harming  the  religious 
dissidents  in  countries  where  the  U.S. 
has  little  influence,  unlike  those  in 
nations  friendly  to  this  country,  such  as 
El  Salvador  and  South  Africa. 

Yet,  despite  the  skepticism  about 
purpose  and  tactics,  few  would  doubt 
they  are  working  on  this  at  a  time  when 
religious  repression  is  intensifying  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  other  Eastern 
countries.  The  repression  is  part  of  a 
crackdown  over  the  past  three  years  of 


three  sources  of  dissent  —  religious 
groups,  “unofficial”  peace  groups  and 
groups  monitoring  in  particular  the  1975 
Helsinki  human  rights  agreement, 
signed  by  theSoviet  Union. 

According  to  the  Commission  on 
Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe,  a 
congressional  group  monitoring 
implementation  of  the  Helsinki  accords, 
the  number  of  Soviet  Baptists  alone  who 
have  been  imprisoned  for  practicing 
their  faith  rose  from  34  in  the  summer  of 
1979  to  160  in  the  summer  of  1982.  The 
religious  crackdown  has  fallen  heaviest 
on  groups  operating  outside  the  official 
state-sanctioned  churches,  such  as  the 
reform  Baptists. 

In  addition,  in  a  report  to  the 
commission  the  State  Department  has 
cited  an  "intensification”  of  harassment 
in  Romania  against  ‘  ‘activist  evangelical 
Christians,”  including  the  growing 
Baptist  population  of  about  160,000, 


Pentecostals  and  Seventh-day 
Adventists.  Romanian  Orthodox 
Christians,  making  up  18  million  of 
Romania’s  22  million  Christians,  and 
Brethren  church  members  have  also 
been  cited  as  subject  to  persecution. 

These  Eastern  countries  certainly 
aren’t  the  only  places  where  authorities 
persecute  the  religious.  But  some  rights 
observers  have  drawn  a  distinction 
between  brutality  against  church 
appeals  for  justice  in  such  regions  as 
Central  America  and  fundamental 
restrictions  on  religious  freedom  in 
totalitarian  countries.  This  has  provided 
a  rationale  for  focusing  attention  with 
respect  to  religious  rights  violations  in 
communist  regimes. 

Critics  of  this  distinction,  advanced  by 
such  freedom  watchers  as  Catholic 
theologian  George  Weigel,  argue  that 
when  a  government  brutalizes  religious 
groups  for  speaking  out  for  social  justice, 
it  is  denying  a  central  aspect  of  religious 
expression.  Acknowledging  this,  Mr. 
Weigel  writes  in  Freedom  in  the  World, 
an  annual  survey  by  the  rights  group 
Freedom  House,  that  nonetheless  the 
fiercer  abusers  of  religious  rights  are 
totalitarian  regimes  which  “regularly” 
restrict  "virtually  all”  religious  liberties 
—  such  as  freedoms  to  assemble  for 
worship,  maintain  places  of  worship, 
proselytize,  teach  the  faith  to  the  young 
and  train  clergy . 

What  can  be  done? 

But,  what  remains  after  this  academic 
distinction  is  the  recurring  and 
anguishing  question  of  what,  if  anything, 
Christians  outside  the  Soviet  Union  can 
do  to  help  those  inside.  The  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  as  well  as  the  official  Soviet 
Baptist  body,  have  regarded  public 
protest  as  counterproductive. 

Not  the  religious  rights  groups, 
however.  Georgi  Vins,  who  spent  seven 
years  in  a  Siberian  prison  and  speaks 
through  an  interpreter,  says  that  after 
his  case  was  raised  in  the  U.S.  Congress 
“the  conditions  in  my  place  of 
imprisonment  improved.  I  am  convinced 
that  prayer,  the  wide  circulation  of 
information  and  also  all-around  support 
alleviates  the  position  of  persecuted 
Christians  in  the  USSR.  ” 

Yet,  one  veteran  of  religious  rights 
action,  Sister  Ann  Gillen  of  the  National 
Interreligious  Task  Force  on  Soviet 
Jewry,  said  that  while  the  new  human- 
rights  lobby  is  growing,  it  is  not  growing 
fast  enough,  and  believes  that  the 
participation  of  the  mainline  and 
Catholic  churches  would  give  it  a  shot  in 
the  arm. 

“We  in  the  churches  have  been 
obsessed  with  the  perfection  of  our  own 
democracy  and  human  rights  in  Central 
America,  which  are  valid  concerns,” 
said  the  Sister  of  the  Holy  Child.  “But 
that’s  only  half  theglobe.” 


Light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel  of  religious  repression  is  hoped  for  as  the  result  of  a  growing  human  rights 
advocacy  movement  on  behalf  of  persecuted  religious  believers. 
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“There  is  agrowing  awareness 
of  responsibility  for  Christians 
in  atheistic  countries” 


Dear  Deborah 

Church  indispensable  to  Christians 


Dear  Deborah: 

Three  years  ago  we  moved  to  another 
part  of  the  country  and  my  husband  and  I 
sighed  a  sigh  of  relief.  We  no  longer  had 
our  church  responsibilities  and  expense. 
We  could  stay  home  on  Sundays  and 
sleep  or  play  golf  or  work  in  the  garden. 
It  was  wonderful  —  for  a  while. 

Then  our  consciences  began  to  bother 
us.  We  felt  we  didn’t  want  to  go  back  to  a 
church  and  get  that  involved  again,  so  we 
began  to  attend  other  service  groups  and 
community  organizations.  We  met  a  lot 
of  nice  people  and  did  some  things  we  felt 
good  about,  but  something  was  missing. 

One  thing  missing  was  a  group  of 

Herbs  of  the  Bible 


people  with  the  same  Christian  beliefs  as 
ours.  People  in  the  community  groups 
were  of  many  different  backgrounds  and 
were  in  the  service  work  for  a  variety  of 
reasons  —  from  purely  political  to 
dedicated  philanthropy.  We  know  from 
experience  that  church  people  are  in 
churches  for  just  as  many  different 
reasons  but  they  are  all  at  least  serving 
one  Master. 

Then  we  realized  that  we  were  giving 
out  but  we  were  not  receiving  the  kind  of 
Christian  nurture  and  love  that 
undergirds  us  in  service.  We  were 
hungry  for  worship  and  Communion  — 


much  to  our  surprise!  Now  we  are  back 
in  church  and  I  must  say  we  are  feeling 
sorry  for  those  who  see  their  relationship 
to  their  church  strictly  in  terms  of  duty 
or  service.  We  pass  this  experience  on  for 
what  it  is  worth. 

M.S. 

Dear  M.S.  : 

Hurray  for  you!  So  many  people 
who  find  themselves  outside  the 
church  after  years  of  loyal  service 
never  find  their  way  back.  Once  a 
woman  said  to  me,  “I  have  tried 
every  kind  of  organization  there  is 


and  I  always  come  back  to  the 
church;  it  may  be  feeble  and 
seemingly  ineffective,  but  it  is  all  we 
have.”  I  was  sorry  she  felt  that  way 
(about  the  feeble  and  ineffective 
part)  but  happy  she  could  affirm  the 
uniqueness  of  the  Christian 
community. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  comments  on  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Write:  "Dear 
Deborah,”  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex. 
75222. 


Loose  woman,  injustice— bitter  as  wormwood 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  From  the 
beginning  of  the  Bible,  through  the 
Old  and  New  Testament,  there  are 
frequent  references  to  herbs. 
Readers  of  the  Bible  often  are  not 
familiar  with  these  herbs,  their 


Bible  puzzle 

By  KENN  MALONEY 
If  you  answer  the  following 
questions  correctly,  the  first  letters  of 
your  answers  will  spell  out  the  name 
of  a  great  Christian  holiday. 

1.  The  priest  who  numbered  the 
children  of  Israel  in  the  plains  of 
Moab.  (Nos.  26:63) 


2.  Simon’s  brother.  (John  6:8) 


3.  Author  of  “The  Proverbs.” 
(Prov.  1:1) 


4.  Disciple  who  doubted  the 
resurrection  of  Christ.  (John  20:24-25) 


5.  Mother  of  John  ( Luke  1 : 57-63 ) 


6.  Son  of  Solomon.  (Matt.  1:7) 


Answers:  1.  Eleazar  2.  Andrew 
3.  Solomon  4.  Thomas  5.  Elisabeth 
6.  Roboam. 

EASTER 


significance  or  their  uses.  This  is  the 
third  in  a  series  of  columns  on  herbs 
of  the  Bible. 

By  BARBARA  BLACKBURN 
Bible  references  to  wormwood  are 
bitter  ones.  In  Proverbs  5:04  we  read, 
“For  the  lips  of  a  loose  woman  drip  honey, 
and  her  speech  is  smoother  than  oil;  but  in 
the  end  she  is  bitter  as  wormwood,  and 
sharp  as  a  two-edged  sword.” 

In  Jeremiah’s  lament  for  Judah  and 
Jerusalem  he  cries  in  9: 15  “Behold,  I  will 
feed  this  people  with  wormwood,  and 
give  them  poisonous  water  to  drink.  .  .” 

Look  at  Amos  5:07  to  find  “O  you  who 
turn  justice  to  wormwood,  and  cast  down 
righteousness  to  the  earth !  ” 

The  Old  Testament  prophets  had  much 
to  lament  about,  and  wormwood  was  an 


appropriate  herb.  Note  Lamentations 
3:15,  "He  has  filled  me  with  bitterness, 
he  has  sated  me  with  wormwood.  ” 
Although  wormwood  is  bitter,  it  is  both 
ornamental  and  aromatic.  The  fringed 
variety  adds  a  nice  touch  to  a  garden. 

Wormwood  is  said  to  make  a  great 
moth  and  ant  repellent,  especially  in  a 
sachet.  The  tea  is  good  for  stomach  ache 
—  if  one  can  get  it  down.  Use  one  ounce 
wormwood  to  one  pint  of  water. 

Now,  when  you  sing  about  “the 
wormwood  and  the  gall”  in  the  song  "All 
Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name,”  you’ll 
know  more  about  that  bitter  herb. 

Mrs.  Blackburn  is  a  retired  teacher 
and  Episcopal  laywoman  who  has  a 
special  interest  in  herbs.  She  lives  in 
Williamsville,  N.  Y. 


Man’s  testimony  disarms  hotel  robber 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  When  George 
Fletcher  arrived  in  Lake  City,  Fla.,  the 
lasl  thing  he  expected  to  do  was  witness 
to  an  ex-convict  who  was  holding  him  at 
gunpoint  in  a  hotel  room. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  a  church  architecture 
consultant  at  the  Sunday  School  Board 
for  16  years,  had  arrived  in  Florida  to 
begin  a  week-long  consulting  trip  with 
churches  in  the  area. 

Returning  to  his  room  after  a  late 
supper,  he  was  followed  by  a  young 
couple.  “I  thought  they  probably  had  a 
room  near  mine,  so  I  didn’t  give  it  a 
second  thought,”  he  said. 

However,  when  Mr.  Fletcher  reached 
his  room,  the  couple  forced  their  way  in 
behind  him,  held  him  at  gunpoint  and 
demanded  all  his  money. 

“He  threatened  to  shoot  me  if  I  didn't 
give  him  my  wallet,”  Mr.  Fletcher  said. 


“I  told  him  no,  but  that  I  could  see  he  had 
a  problem  and  would  help  him  in  any 
other  way  I  could.” 

He  said  the  young  robber  soon  asked 
the  woman  to  leave  the  room.  “He  told 
her  he  was  going  to  blow  my  brains  out 
and  he  didn’ t  want  her  to  watch.  ” 

After  the  woman  left,  Mr.  Fletcher 
again  refused  to  hand  over  his  wallet. 
The  young  robber  asked  him  how  he 
managed  to  stay  so  calm.  “I  told  him  my 
relationship  with  the  Lord  gave  me 
peace,  courage  and  strength.  I  offered  to 
give  him  $40  if  he  would  spend  just  a  few 
minutes  talking  with  me.” 

Mr.  Fletcher  said  he  had  a  30-minute 
conversation  with  the  young  man  who 
had  been  out  of  prison  on  parole  on  a 
manslaughter  charge  for  only  two  weeks. 
“During  the  conversation  I  told  him 
about  God’s  love  and  offered  suggestions 


as  to  how  he  could  get  his  life  back  on  the 
right  track.” 

"He  told  me  he  and  his  companion 
needed  to  get  to  Orlando,”  Mr.  Fletcher 
said.  "So  I  wrote  a  note  for  him  to  take  to 
Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  there.”  Mr.  Fletcher  also  gave  the 
young  man  the  $40,  which  the  assailant 
promised  to  pay  back  “someday.” 

Mr.  Fletcher  said  he  found  out  the 
following  week  several  young  men 
matching  his  attacker’s  description 
visited  the  counseling  center  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Orlando. 

“That's  the  closest  I  may  ever  come  to 
knowing  if  he  ever  sought  help,” 
explained  Mr.  Fletcher.  "But  one  thing  I 
know  for  sure  is  that  the  apology  he 
offered,  the  hug  of  gratitude  and  the 
tears  in  his  eyes  when  he  left  my  room 
were  all  very  genuine.” 


HOLLYWOOD  —  Ventriloquist  Paul  Winchell,  now  60,  displays  his 
"aging”  puppets  Jerry  Mahoney  and  Knucklehead  Sniff.  Mr.  Winchell,  a 
television  star  of  the  50’s,  underwent  a  longterm  trauma  when  his 
mother  died  which  drove  him  to  rediscover  his  religious  roots. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERV  ICE  PHOTO 


V  entriloqnist-in  ventor 
overcomes  grief  panic 


HOLLYWOOD  ( RNS)  - 
Ventriloquist  Paul  Winchell  would  not 
be  the  first  person  embittered  by  a 
misleading  religious  upbringing  in  his 
childhood. 

But  Mr.  Winchell,  during  much  of 
his  career,  was  not  so  much  bitter  as 
terrorized  by  the  fear  of  his  mother’s 
ghost. 

Mr.  Winchell,  now  60,  said  that  in 
1953,  at  the  height  of  his  network 
television  success  with  his  wise¬ 
cracking  dummy  Jerry  Mahoney,  his 
pious  but  superstitious  mother  died, 
triggering  periodic  depressions,  a 
suicide  attempt  and  three  stays  at 
mental  institutions. 

Public  attention  has  focused  on  Mr. 
Winchell  lately  because  of  his  inven¬ 
tion  more  than  20  years  ago  of  the 
prototype  of  the  first  artificial 
heart  implanted  in  the  first  human, 
Barney  Clark.  Mr.  Winchell’s  inven¬ 
tiveness  in  his  television  act  car¬ 
ried  over  to  medicine  while  he  was 
informally  studying  in  the  field  at 
Columbia  University  in  the  late  1950s. 
He  holds  several  other  medical 
patents  besides  the  artificial  heart. 

But  Mr.  Winchell  has  used  the 
opportunity  in  interviews  about  the 
artificial  heart  to  discuss  his 
homemade  solution  to  years  of 
psychiatry.  After  the  collapse  of  his 
second  marriage  and  his  last  stop  at  a 
mental  institution  in  1973,  he  began  a 
serious  study  of  not  only  his  own 
Jewish  roots,  but  world  religions, 
ancient  mythology  and  atheism. 

He  particularly  warns  against  what 
he  calls  “parental  apocrypha,”  the 
superstitious  or  erroneous  additions 
to  an  inherited  faith  that  children 
assume  is  the  gospel  truth. 

The  entertainer  recalled  Friday 
night  prayers  by  his  Austrian-born 
mother  at  home  in  Manhattan's  East 
Side  or  Coney  Island.  “She  told  us 
she’d  been  talking  to  God  and  had 
reported  everything  —  my  misdeeds, 
things  that  people  in  the  family  did 
that  hurt  her  and  that  God  was  going 
to  punish  us  for.”  God’s  whims  were 


seen  behind  every  event. 

Mr.  Winchell.  the  only  son  bom  to 
Sol  and  Calra  Wilchen,  was  an 
admirer  of  ventriloquist  Edgar 
Bergen  and  when  he  made  a  dummy 
(Jerry)  for  an  art  school  class  at  age 
13,  a  school  official  got  him  on  the 
Major  Bowes  amateur  talent  radio 
show.  After  winning  1st  prize,  the 
teen-ager  was  offered  a  well-paving 
job  touring  with  the  show.  He  later 
played  theaters  with  his  ventrilo¬ 
quism  act,  then  on  radio,  and  tele 
vision  by  the  late  1940s.  Look  maga¬ 
zine  named  him  television’s  most 
versatile  performer  in  1952  and  1953. 

But  it  was  in  1953  that  his  mother 
lingered  for  a  week  in  and  out  of  a 
coma  at  a  Hollywood  hospital.  Mr. 
Winchell,  at  her  side,  said  all  the  old 
fears  were  rekindled. 

About  a  year  after  her  death  he  was 
invited  by  one  of  his  two  sisters  to 
attend  the  unveiling  of  their  mother’s 
tombstone  at  a  cemetery  in 
Hollywood.  “Up  until  then  I  was 
having  lots  of  problems  but  after  the 
unveiling,  I  woke  up  the  next  morning 
and  I  didn’t  know  who  the  hell  I  was. 
The  streets  were  frightening,  getting 
into  the  elevator,  going  to  rehearsal  — 
nothing  but  sheer  panic,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Winchell  quit  nighttime 
television  in  1954,  opting  for  the  less- 
demanding  children’s  shows,  he  said. 
“I  was  too  frightened  to  function  in 
prime  time.”  He  said  he  kept  on 
trying  to  appease  the  ghost  of  his 
mother.  This  was  in  contrast,  he  said, 
to  singer  Elvis  Presley’s  fond 
remembrance  of  his  late  mother  and 
the  positive  feeling  Elvis  had  that  his 
mother’s  spirit  was  around  to  guide 
him. 

He  claims  in  a  self-published  book, 
"God  2000,  Religion  Without  the 
Bible,”  that  a  debunking  examination 
of  the  Bible,  or  at  least  an 
unsophisticated  reading  of  it,  can  do 
wonders  for  one’s  peace  of  mind. 

Mr.  Winchell  says  he  believes  in 
God,  but  essentially  as  an  unknowable 
deity. 


History  of  hymns 

Cabinetmaker-pastor  builds  hymn 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
My  hope  is  built  on  nothing  less 
Than  Jesus'  blood  and  righteousness; 
I  dare  not  trust  the  sweetest  frame. 
But  wholly  lean  on  Jesus'  name. 

On  Christ  the  solid  Rock,  I  stand; 

A  ll  other  ground  is  sinking  sand. 

Edward  Mote’s  mother  and  father 
owned  a  pub  in  London.  During  his  youth, 
his  parents  apprenticed  him  to  a 
cabinetmaker  that  he  might  learn  that 
trade.  When  he  was  15,  he  heard  the 
preaching  of  John  Hyatt  at  Tottenham 
Court  Road  Chapel,  and  this  changed  his 
life. 

He  moved  to  Southwark,  a  suburb  of 
London,  and  became  a  successful 
cabinetmaker.  Although  his  business 
grew  significantly  and  the  demands  on 


his  time  greatly  increased,  Mr.  Mote  ; 
maintained  his  church  activity  and  was  ; 
known  for  his  Christian  zeal. 

Hymn  singing  seemed  to  have  great  • 
interest  for  him,  and  he  began  to  try  his  •' 
hand  at  hymn  writing.  One  morning  in 
1834,  on  his  way  to  work,  there  came  to  I 
his  mind  the  lines,  “On  Christ  the  solid  ! 
Rock  I  stand,  All  other  ground  is  sinking  ! 
sand.”  Before  the  day  was  over,  he  had  ! 
written  the  stanzas  to  go  with  the  lines  of  ! 
the  refrain. 

The  next  Sunday  he  visited  some  fellow  ; 
church  members  where  the  wife  was  * 
very  ill.  Her  husband  informed  Mr.  Mote  * 
that  it  was  their  custom  to  sing  a  hymn, 
read  the  Bible,  and  pray  together.  Mr.  > 
Mote  thought  of  the  new  hymn  in  his 
pocket,  and  they  sang  it  together  for  the 
first  time. 


New  Englanders,  Moonies 
nearing  angry  showdown  j 


GLOUCESTER,  Mass.  (EP)  - 
Townspeople  here  wear  T-shirts  urging: 
“Help  Preserve  the  Human  Race,  Punch 
a  Moonie  in  the  Face.” 

And  last  weekend  a  window  was 
broken  at  the  seafood  restaurant  owned 
by  Korean  evangelist  Sun  Myung  Moon’s 
Unification  Church.  But  the  real  show¬ 
down  between  church  members  and  the 
city  begins  this  month  in  a  courtroom.  At 
stake  is  a  city  permit  that  will  allow  the 
church  to  use  its  30-room  Tudor-style 
mansion  as  a  tax-free  religious  home  for 
retreats. 

The  city  has  withheld  the  permit  as  its 
“trump  card”  in  a  four-year  battle 
against  the  “Moonie  invasion.”  So  far, 
the  church  has  not  applied  for  the  permit . 
But  its  members  say  the  waterfront  villa 
was  used  tax  free  by  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  they  want  the  same  treatment.  The 
city  said  it  will  grant  no  permit, 
prompting  the  church  to  file  a  $2  million 
lawsuit  for  harassment.  The  trial  is 
scheduled  for  later  this  spring. 

The  "Moonies”  —  about  200  live  here  at 
the  height  of  the  fishing  season  —  keep  a 
low  profile.  They  quietly  fish  for  tuna  in 
the  summer,  live  in  a  14-room  house 
eight  blocks  from  the  pier,  and  serve 


tourists  at  their  restaurant. 

Townspeople  in  this  fishing  village  40- 
miles  north  of  Boston  picket  it  in  the- 
summer.  Public  outcry  against  the^ 
■‘Moonies"  in  this  community  of  27,000- 
began  when  the  Unification  Church- 
bought  the  first  of  its  Gloucester, 
property:  A  seafood  processing  plant,' 
four  waterfront  acres  with  plans  tQ 
develop  a  maritime  academy,  and  the  14- 
room  house  But  the  flinty  New; 
Englander  ire  got  razor  sharp  in  1980 
when  the  church  quietly  spent  $1.1; 
million  through  a  third  party  to  buy  the 
11-acre  waterfront  estate  and  mansion 

Mayor  Leo  Alper  says  the  church's 
real  estate  transactions  have  beeq 
“sneaky  deals’’  and  “backdoor 
operations.” 

Former  city  councilman  Louis 
Sinagra,  who  once  led  town  opposition" 
now  calls  the  Moonies  model  citizens: 
But  Kathy  Hurlbert,  co-founder  of  the 
Coalition  for  a  Free  Gloucester,  says 
her  feelings  are  more  representative  of 
this  blue-collar  community  of  Swedes; 
Italians,  Portuguese,  fishermen  and 
farmers.  “A  retreat  for  us  translates  intq 
an  indoctrination  camp.  No  one  joins  thd 
Moonies,  they  get  tricked  into  it.” 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 


II  Unique  ministry  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference 


BASIC  FLOOR  PLAN 


Left  to  right:  James  L.  Adams,  Stone  Caraway.  Mrs.  Minnie  Merle  Caraway. 
Porter  Caraway,  O’dell  Simmons,  Lorane  Davis,  Pearl  McKay,  Betty  Whitler,  and 
Don  Fowler. 


The  official  ground  breaking  service  for  the 
building  of  three  new  retirement  homes  was  held 
on  January  27,  1983.  The  three  homes  on  Judson 
Street  in  Shreveport  that  were  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Minnie  Merle  Caraway,  Mrs.  Pearl  McKay  and 
Mrs.  Barbara  Scott  were  sold.  The  money 
received  from  them  along  with  the  money 
received  from  the  selling  of  the  Bannerman 
property  will  be  used  for  the  re-locating  of  these 
three  families.  The  new  homes  will  be  in  Golden 
Meadow  sub-division  in  Bossier  City,  with  Brown 
Builders,  contractor. 


OUR  NEED  is  great!  We  have  a  minister  and 
his  wife  who  need  a  home  this  year,  and  we  do  not 
have  one  available. 

YOU  can  help  build  needed  homes  by: 

1.  Urging  your  church  to  assist  the  Board  in 
building. 

2.  Donating  properties. 

3.  Personally  joining  us  in  the  building  of  a 
home. 

4.  Making  contributions  as  MEMORIALS  or 
HONORARIUMS. 

5.  Give  to  the  Good  Samaritan  offering  at 
Easter  time. 

6.  Remember  this  work  in  your  prayers. 


New  Retirement  Home  In  Mansfield 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  was  in  charge  of  the  Dedication  Service  of  this  lovely 
home  on  November  7, 1982.  This  home  was  built  for  Reverend  &  Mrs.  George  Harbuck 
by  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Mansfield 
and  the  Grand  Cane  United  Methodist  Church. 


THIS  PLAN  WILL  BE  USED  AS  THE  BASIC  IN  FUTURE  HOMES. 
IT  FEATURES: 

1.  Central  Air  and  Heat  2.  Fully  Carpeted  3.  1  Vi  Baths 


Tins  PROGRAM  IS  AN  APPROVED  CONFERENCE  ADVANCE  SPECIAL 


The  Louisiana  Conference  now  owns  32  homes 
located  throughout  the  state,  and  a  six-unit 
apartment  complex  located  in  Ruston.  These 
provide  homes  for  59  persons.  The  Hammond 
home  will  be  occupied  in  June  bringing  this  total 
to  61. 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.  is 
operated  by  a  Board  of  Directors  made  up  of 
clergy  and  laity.  They  work  in  a  great  spirit  of 
love  and  dedication. 


Why  is  this  work  such  a  unique  ministry  in  our 
Conference?  Because  we  do  have  such  a  Board  of 
Directors  and  because  we  do  have  people  like  you 
supporting  this  work. 


Board  members  are  available  for  speaking 
engagements.  Interested  persons  or  groups  can 
contact  the  Board  office  at  1618  Dudley  Lane, 
Bossier  City,  Louisiana  71112,  or  phone  318-747- 
2171. 


1982  Memorials  and  Honorariums 


Present  Occupants  Of  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

December  1982 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Alexandria  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry 

Natchitoches  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Abe  Conerly 

Pineville  Mrs.  George  W.  Dameron 

BATON  ROUGE  -  HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
Amite  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Will  Finnin 

Baton  Rouge  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas 

Baton  Rouge  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson 

Hammond  Rented 

BATON  ROUGE  -  LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


Lafayette 
Lafayette 
Franklin 
Plaquemine 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Moss  Bluff 
Westlake 

MONROE  DISTRICT 
Rayville 
Rayville 
West  Monroe 
Monroe-St.  Paul’s 
NEW  ORLEANS  -  HOUMA  DISTRICT 
Aurora  Gardens  Mrs.  A1  Smith 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  SLIDELL  DISTRICT 


Mrs.  Robert  Bentley 
Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  S.  Percy  Emmanuel 

Own  property 
Mrs.  James  Knight 

Mrs.  A.  A.  McKnight 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  Jack  Midyett 
Reverend  Joe  Robinson 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  Isaac  Patton 


Slidell 

Ponchatoula 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Minden 

Minden,  Lake  view 
Homer 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Ruston : 

Duplex 

Home 

Home 

Home 

Apartments: 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Belcher 
Mansfield 
Shreveport 
Shreveport 
Shreveport 
Shreveport 


Reverend  &  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  Burl  Dampier 

Reverend  &  Mrs.  Paul  Durbin 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Milem 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid 


Reverend  &  Mrs.  Frank  Lankford 
and  daughter 

Reverend  &  Mrs.  Roy  Garrett 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  Otis  Spinks 
Mrs.  Ralph  Cain 

Reverend  Odell  Simmons’  son 
Reverend  Alvin  Mayo’s  son 
Mrs.  Crotwell’s  daughter 
Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 
Reverend  James  T.  Garrett 
and  daughter.  Obera  Fader 
Mrs.  Wilson  Watson 

Reverend  &  Mrs.  Fred  Schwendimann 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  George  Harbuck 
Mrs.  Porter  M.  Caraway 
Mrs.  VirgieB.  McKay 
Mrs.  Leon  Scott  and  Larry 
Mrs.  Henry  Rickey 


(  5) 
(  2) 
(22) 

(  5) 
(11) 
(  8) 


(14) 
(  1) 
(  8) 
(  3) 


(  3) 

(13) 
(  6) 
(  6) 
(  1) 

(12) 

(  6) 
(  2) 

(14) 
(  2) 
(  4) 


(  9) 

(  1) 
(17) 
(  7) 

(  3) 
(  3) 
(  1) 
(  4) 
(  1) 

(12) 

(  4) 
(  1) 
(20) 
(15) 
(  5) 
(  8) 


The  McCammon  Retirement  Home 
This  home  was  purchased  in  Lafayette  as  a  residence  for  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
in  loving  memory  of  The  Reverend  C.  R.  (Bob)  McCammon.  Funds  were  made 
available  by  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  other  churches  served  by  the 
McCammons’  and  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board.  The  dedication  of  this  home 
will  be  June  12, 1983. 


1953-1983 

RETIRED  mmiSTERS’  HOfllfS 
United  IModist  Church 
Louisiana  Conference 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  BOARD,  INC. 
1618  Dudley  Lane 
Bossier  City,  Louisiana  71112 
Phone:  318-747-2171  or  746-0262 


MEMORIALS  TO: 

Reverend  R.  H.  Staples 
Reverend  Willie  Sweat 
Reverend  A.  S.  J.  Neil 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  John,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Riddle,  Sr. 
Mr.  Rufus  R.  Rogers 
William  Pythias  Wilson 
Coretta  McIntosh 
Arthur  Ray  Teague 
JoeC.  Smith,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Sample 
Reverend  George  Harkins 
Ronnie  Sexton 
Arthur  Ray  Gammill 
Reverend  J.  P.  Bonnecarrere 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Bell,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Billie  Robinson 
Mr.  B.  W.  Berry,  Sr. 

Mr.  Ernest  Mickal 
Reverend  John  F.  Kilpatrick 
Mr.  John  Lee  Kincaid 
Mrs.  John  Lee  Kincaid 
Mrs.  Stella  Sherman 
Mrs.  Elon  Pippens 
Mrs.  Earle  G.  Gleason 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Brumby 
W.  B.  Glover 
Mrs.  Julia  T.  Brinkhaus 
My  Mother 
Albert  W.  Kettlewell 
Albert  M.  Bell,  II 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  P.  Bonnecarrere 

Annie  E.  Daniel  Bell 

Coleman  Fontenot 

David  Pipes 

A.  R.  Teague 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  E.  Baker 

Reverend  James  B.  Grambling 

Reverend  James  B.  Grambling 

Lois  Carroll 

Dr.  Carl  E.  Warden 

Reverend  R.  H.  Staples 

Ernest  Mickal 

Ernest  Mickal 

William  Palmer,  Jr. 

Carl  Davis  and  his  son  Billy 

HONORARIUMS  TO: 

Mrs.  A.  S.  J.  Neil 
Reverend  Heaton  B.  Crammer 
Mrs.  Helen  Brashear 
Mr.  Bruce  W.  Lowe 
Reverend  Sale  T.  Lilly 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  W.  Peniston 
Reverend  Jack  Midyett 
Mrs.  A.  D.  St.  Amant,  Jr. 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  Harris 
Reverend  Jack  Midyett 
Miss  Dorothy  Allen 
Minnie  Merle  Caraway 
Pearl  McKay 


BY: 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Staples 

Lake  Charles  District  Parsonettes 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Roberts 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  John,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  John,  Jr. 

Mrs.  MyrticeS.  Allen 

J.  W.  &  Ada  R.  Broussard 

Tom  &  Gretchen  Brackett 

Dorothy  S.  Teague 

Eleanor  and  Virginia  Wren 

Virginia  and  Eleanor  Wren 

Mrs.  Kenneth  B.  Jones 

Gladys  Young 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Gammill 

D.  B.  &  Peggy  Bonnecarrere 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Noble,  Jr. 

Don  &  Mary  Wineinger 

Mrs.  Minnie  Berry 

Lydia  Mickal 

Fidelis  Bible  Class 

Mrs.  Louise  F.  McDuff 

Tom  &  Gretchen  Brackett 

Tom  &  Gretchen  Brackett 

Tom  &  Gretchen  Brackett 

Leola  Greer  Felger 

Ami  Ida  Horne  Dadok 

Men’s  Bible  Class,  Winnsboro 

Mrs.  John  L.  Oliver 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kendall  P.  Cahill 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  K.  Jacobs 

Mrs.  J.  Bell  Wimberly 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  B.  Bonnecarrere 

Mother’s  Class,  Noel 

Robert  E.  House  Real  Estate 

Mrs.  Louise  F.  McDuff 

Dorothy  S.  Teague 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harris  C.  Miller 

Myrtle  E.  Oliphant 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  Fisher 

Don  &  Mary  Wineinger 

Robert  E.  House 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  G.  Russell,  Jr. 

Odette  Mickal 

Lydia  Mickal 

James  &  Erma  Adams 

The  L.  V.E.  Irvine  Family 

BY: 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  C.  Roberts 

Garland  L.  and  Anna  C.  Furr 

Ernest  R.  &  Dorothy  H.  Guy 

Gladys  Young 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bob  House 

UMW  Sicily  Island 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Noble,  Jr. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  W.  Mazzenoe 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  M.  Noble,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 
UMW  Circle  II,  Noel 
UMW  Circle  II,  Noel 
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Raymond  Youth 
Paula  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Paul  Phenice  and  the  grandaughter  of 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Orville  Phenice.  also  of 
the  Raymond  Church. 


Around  The  Conference 
Raymond  Youth  Home  from  Japan 

The  Raymond  United  Methodist 
Church  was  honored  last  summer  to 
have  a  young  member  of  their  church 
spend  a  summer  in  Japan  as  an  ex¬ 
change  student. 

Paula  Phenice,  16.  of  that  church 
was  selected  to  be  one  of  fifteen 
students  to  represent  the  Future 
Homemakers  of  America  in  Japan  for 
two  months.  Paula  was  a  guest  in  two 
of  the  homes  of  the  four  Japanese 
students  her  family  has  hosted. 

Only  two  weeks  after  Paula’s  return 
home.  Paula  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  Lake  Charles  District  at  the 
state  UMW  convention.  Since  that 
time,  Paula  has  also  spoken  to  local 
church  groups  as  well  as  many  school 
and  civic  organizations. 

Paula  is  presently  planning  a 
presentation  to  be  given  this  summer 
at  a  joint  Pacific  Island  study  to  be 
hosted  by  her  church. 

Annual  Parsonettes  Retreat  Announced 

The  two  Baton  Rouge  Districts  and  the  two  New  Orleans  Districts  will  host 
the  Annual  Parsonettes  Retreat  in  April,  1983. 

The  Parsonettes  Retreat  will  be  held  at  Camp  Istrouma,  Greenwell  Springs, 
La.,  April  8  &  9, 1983;  Friday  at  6  p.m.  —  Saturday  at  1p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Mrs.  Alice  Stovall,  9320  W.  Van  Place,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70815. 

Evangelistic  Lectures 

Dr.  W.  J.  A.  Power,  Professor  of  Old  Testament,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  Texas  presented  a  series  of  lectures  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hammond,  La.  on  March  13-15.  Dr.  Power’s  theme  was  "A 
Fresh  Look  at  the  Old  Testament.” 

Golden  Meadow  to  Celebrate 
50th  Anniversary 

The  Golden  Meadow  United  Methodist  Church  will  celebrate  its  50th 
anniversary  on  April  28-May  1.  Three  former  pastors  will  participate  in  the 
celebration:  the  Rev.  Ira  Robinson,  the  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley,  and  the  Rev, 
William  C.  Blakely. 

Pre-Ministerial  Scholarship 
Available  at  SLU 

A  pre-ministerial  scholarship  is  being  offered  for  a  student  who  will  be 
attending  Southeastern  Louisiana  University.  The  Scholarship  has  been 
established  in  memory  of  Walter  George  Pregeant.  It  is  currently  available  and 
may  be  of  special  interest  to  students  who  plan  to  enroll  in  college  this  Fall 
Semester. 

Inquires  should  be  made  to  “The  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks,  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation,  SLU." 

Carrollton  Contributes  to  Food  Bank 

Members  of  Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  La.,  are 
participating  in  an  on-going  program  by  contributing  non-perishable  food 
items  for  the  New  Orleans  Food  Bank. 

Thank-you  letters  have  been  received  from  several  groups  that  have  been 
helped  through  this  program. 

Promote  the  Advance! 


Is  your  church  or  district  planning  a 
mission  education  event?  One  effective 
means  of  promoting  The  Advance  and  its 
wide  variety  of  opportunities  for 
partnership  in  missions  is  in  the  form  of 
an  Information  Center  which  is  available 
from  the  Conference  Audio-Visual 
Library.  Used  in  conjunction  with  four 
card  tables  and  with  the  excellent 
Advance  promotional  materials 
obtainable  through  the  Service  Center, 
this  modular  unit  forms  a  colorful 
combination  of  vertical  panels  featuring 
bold  captions  and  space  for  displayed 
materials.  It  is  designed  to  be  viewed 


from  all  sides  as  the  many  service 
options  for  local  church  involvement  are 
presented. 

Be  sure  to  take  action  well  ahead  of 
time  in  reserving  the  display  unit; 
ordering  quantities  of  handout 
promotional  materials  plus  a  copy  of 
Partnership  in  Missions  from  the  catalog 
of  the  Service  Center,  7820  Reading 
Road,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45237;  and 
collecting  as  much  information  as 
possible  on  our  Conference  Advance 
Specials. 

Best  wishes  for  a  successful  event! 


Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  episcopal  leader 
oi  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  of  the  greater  Los  Angeles 
community,  will  be  the  1983  Jones- 
C'adwallader  Memorial  Lecturer. 

The  lectures  will  be  given  March  20 
and  21  at  Rayne  Memorial  United 
Church,  3900  St.  Charles,  New  Orleans, 
10:50  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  and 
lo:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.  Monday.  A 
luncheon  will  be  given  at  noon  on  Monday 
for  ministers  and  their  spouses  as  guests 
ol  Mrs.  Ruth  Cadwallader. 

Bishop  Tuell  has  chosen  as  his  theme 
for  the  four  lectures,  "Answering  the 
Great  Questions,”  with  the  four  sessions 
dealing  with  "Who  Are  We?,”  "What  Are 
We  Here  For?,”  "What's  the  World 
Coming  To?,”  and  "Where  Are  We 
Going?.” 

Bishop  Tuell  is  a  native  of  Tacoma, 
Washington.  He  married  Marjorie 
Beadles  in  1946  and  they  have  three 
children,  Jacqueline,  Cynthia  and 
James,  and  two  grandsons,  Michael  and 
Jonathan.  Bishop  Tuell  has  earned 
degrees  which  include  a  B.S.  in  Law  in 
1947  and  a  J.D.  in  1948  from  the 
.  University  of  Washington.  He  received  a 
Master  of  Divinity  from  Boston 
•University  School  of  Theology  in  1955, 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  D.  Cotton  and  members  of  their  family. 


A  day  of  appreciation  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  D.  Cotton  was  observed  on  Sunday. 
February  20th,  in  the  Rayville  United 
Methodist  Church.  W.  D.  and  Puddin' 
Cotton  have  together  been  excellent 
witnesses  for  the  Christian  faith,  both  in 
the  local  church  and  the  church  at  large. 
In  an  outstanding  way  they  have  offered 
their  time  and  talents,  all  to  the  benefit  of 
the  Kingdom.  In  this  special  occasion, 
the  Church  was  honoring  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cotton  for  having  so  faithfully  and 
energetically  shared  their  faith  with 
others,  here  and  everywhere. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  was 
speaker  for  the  morning  service,  assisted 
by  the  Monroe  District  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  with  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  K.  G.  Rorie,  presiding.  Walter 
Cochran.  Chairman  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board,  presented  the  Cottons 
with  a  framed  "Proclamation”  naming 
February  20th  as  “Cotton  Day"  in 
the  church.  Following  the  worship  hour, 
a  covered  dish  luncheon  was  served 
in  Fellowship  Hall,  for  a  capacity  crowd. 
In  the  afternoon  a  public  recep¬ 
tion  was  held  in  the  Rayville  Civic 
Center,  vuiii  awards  and  presentations 


given  by  the  Methodist  Church,  the  City 
of  Rayville,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the 
Louisiana  Bar  Association,  the  Louisiana 
Bankers  Association,  the  Louisiana  State 
University  Alumni  Association,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Louisiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton  reside  in  Rayville, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  for  over  fifty  years.  Their 
three  children  and  families  were  present 
for  the  special  day  activities.  One 
daughter  is  the  Rev.  Mrs.  Carol  Cotton- 
Winn,  a  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
of  Monroe,  Louisiana.  A  son,  Stephen 
Wayne  Cotton  is  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  and 
stationed  in  Mississippi. 

According  to  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  K. 
G.  Rorie,  "they  have  complemented 
each  other  in  many  wonderful  ways. 
They  have  traveled  together,  shared  the 
joys  and  concerns  of  their  lives  together, 
reared  children  and  maintained  a 
Christian  home,  and  all  seemingly  with 
little  concern  for  the  cost  in  time  and 
effort  demanded  for  success.  They  have 
certainly  merited  our  love  and  respect, 
and  we  thank  them  for  being  a  part  of  our 
lives.” 


An  Expanding  Fellowship 


Note  from  the  Editor;  " The 
International  Lesson  Series  Preview” 
will  be  featured  weekly.  Dr.  J.  Albert 
Trickett  will  be  writing  the  “ preview ”  in 
an  effort  to  assist  church  school 
members  in  preparing  for  their  Sunday 
lesson. 

By  Dr.  Albert  Trickett. 

Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

An  Expanding  Fellowship 

( Lesson  for  March  20) 

Act  2:43-47,  6: 1-7 

In  order  to  pick  up  the  action  of  the 
first  scripture  selection,  we  must  look 
back  at  earlier  verses  of  the  chapter. 
Peter  had  delivered  his  powerful 
sermon,  swaying  many  persons  with  his 
inspired  eloquence.  Then  he  closed  with 
the  words,  "Let  all  the  house  of  Israel 
therefore  know  assuredly  that  God  has 
made  him  both  Lord  and  Christ,  this 
Jesus  whom  YOU  crucified.”  (vs.  36, 
editorial  emphasis) 

The  people,  feeling  guilt  and  shame, 
asked.  "What  shall  we  do?”  Peter  said 
"Repent  and  be  baptized.”  And  about 
three  thousand  souls  were  added  to  the 
expectant  and  empowered  fellowship. 
The  people  then  stayed  with  the  apostles, 
listening  as  they  were  taught  and 
participating  in  the  breaking  of  bread 
and  the  prayers. 

This,  then,  is  the  first  part  of  our 
scriptural  thought.  The  fellowship 
expanded  as  they,  day  by  day,  attended 
the  temple  together,  broke  bread 
together  in  their  homes,  and  praised  God 
in  all  that  they  said,  did  and  were. 

“The  Lord  added  to  their  number.”  It 
was  an  expanding  fellowship. 

With  growth  came  a  problem.  There 
were  many  poor  among  the  early 
Christians.  There  have  always  been 
persons  in  need.  And,  the  early  church 
had  a  unique  situation  in  which  the  new 
Christians  "had  things  in  common;  they 
sold  their  possessions  and  goods  and 
distributed  them  to  all,  as  any  had  need.” 
(2:45).  (At  least  some  of  this  divesting  of 
personal  possessions  was  due  to  a 
widespread  belief  that  Christ  was 


TV  Ministry 
*  Update 


New  Church  School 
Lesson  Series 

Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy  of  Centenary 
College  will  continue  teaching  the  church 
school  lesson  series  via  satellite  March 
20  to  May  29.  The  series  is  based  upon 
The  International  Lesson’s  third  quarter 
entitled  The  Book  of  Acts.  Why  not  invite 
your  class  to  study  with  Dr.  Pomery  each 
Sunday. 


coming  very  soon  and  that  possessions 
would  be  useless.)  There  was  poverty; 
there  was  hunger.  And  there  was 
division.  One  group  (the  non-Jews)  felt 
that  their  widows  were  being  neglected 
in  the  daily  distribution  of  necessities 
and  they  complained  about  the  Jewish 
widows  receiving  more.  These 
complainers  went  to  the  apostles  and  the 
apostles,  understanding  that  their  job 
called  for  two  very  specific  functions  — 
the  reciting  of  prayers  in  the  public 
worship  and  the  explanation  of  the 
scriptures,  said,  "It  is  not  right  that  we 
should  give  up  preaching  the  word  of  God 
to  serve  tables.” 

The  problem  was  solved  by  choosing 
special  people  to  take  care  of  the  food 
distribution  (pastoral  care,  if  you  will) 
while  they  devoted  themselves  “to 
prayer  and  to  the  ministry  of  the  word. " 

"And  the  word  of  God  increased  and 
the  number  of  the  disciples  multiplied 
greatly  in  Jerusalem,  and  a  great  many 
of  the  priests  were  obedient  to  the  faith.” 
The  fellowship  expanded  greatly  and 
rapidly. 

These  ancient  scriptural  verses  speak 
to  our  modern  situation.  It  brings  to  mind 
the  ground  for  expansion  of  the  Christian 
fellowship.  Today,  we  often  turn  to 
facilities,  program,  comfortable  and 
beautiful  surroundings  to  promote  and 
content  the  membership.  The  early 
church  —  the  church  which  expanded  — 
met  in  simple  homes  and  had  no 
programs  other  than  prayer,  the  study  of 
scriptures,  and  the  care  of  the  needy. 
And,  it’s  interesting  to  note  that  the  first 
attempt  at  organization,  at  structure, 
was  directed  toward  improving  these 
basic  functions. 

We  can  also  note  a  willingness  in 
various  capacities.  All  cannot  be  apostles 
but  all  can  be  disciples.  All  cannot 
preach  or  teach  but  all  can  serve.  The 
fellowship  expands  when  it  tenaciously 
clings  to  the  Gospel  and  witnesses  to 
Christ  in  every  facet  of  life.  Heeding  the 
words  of  Wesley.  "If  a  man  will  get  on 
fire  for  Christ,  other  men  will  come  to 
watch  him  burn,"  let  us  never  become 
distracted  from  our  mission  to  the  point 
that  we  are  apathetic  and  indifferent. 
Neither  let  us  forget  the  base  and  reason 
for  our  being.  —  Christ  Jesus.  Let  our 
fellowship  expand  through  our  burning 
for  Christ,  reflecting  Him  alive  and  vital 
in  our  midst. 
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Cottons  Honored  at  Rayville 


Bishop  Tuell  to  Deliver  Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures 


How  do  you  start  a  local  church  drama 
program?  How  do  you  get  a  lot  of  people 
involved?  These  and  other  questions  will 
be  addressed  at  the  Drama  in  the  Local 
Church  Workshop,  a  national  training 
program  for  church  drama  ministries,  to 
be  held  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  August  8-12, 
1983. 

Two  CEU  credits  are  available.  Each 
registrant  will  receive  twenty  hours  of 


instruction,  plus  enrichment  sessions. 
Registration  fee  is  $110,  with  a  $10 
discount  per  person  for  two  or  more  from 
one  church. 

For  brochures  and  information,  write: 
Drama  in  the  Local  Church  Workshop, 
West  End  United  Methodist  Church.  2200 
West  End  Avenue,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37203;  Tel:  (615)  327-0751. 


graduating  magna  cum  laude,  and  a 
M.A.  from  the  University  of  Puget  Sound 
in  1961.  In  addition,  the  bishop  received 
an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  in  1966. 

Jack  M.  Tuell  was  ordained  an  Elder  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  1955.  He 
had  served  local  churches  in  Washington 
and  Massachusetts  from  1950  to  July, 
1972  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Episcopacy  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  was  assigned  to  the  Portland 
Area,  Oregon-Idaho  Conference.  He  was 
assigned  to  the  Los  Angeles  area  on 
September  1, 1980. 

Bishop  Tuell  has  membership  on  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Division  of 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
and  the  Commission  to  Study  Ministry 
He  is  the  author  of  the  widely  read  book, 
“The  Organization  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  published  by 
Abindon  Press  in  1970.  He  has  written 
many  magazine  articles  and  booklets. 


Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell 


International  Lesson  Series  Preview 


YSF  South 
Retreat  Held  at 
Camp  Istrouma 

March  4  and  5  were  the  dates  of  the 
Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  South  retreat 
held  at  Camp  Istrouma.  145  youth  and 
adults  were  in  attendance  from  10 
churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Districts  south  of  Alexandria. 

YSF  is  the  mission  fund  of  all  youth  in 
United  Methodism.  Money  contributed 
by  the  youth  is  used  in  world,  national, 
state  and  local  mission  work.  Missional 
priorities  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Youth  for  1983  include:  The  Appalachia 
Service  Project,  a  mission  project  for 
disadvantaged  families  in  New  Mexico, 
and  in  our  own  state,  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital. 

At  this  YSF  South  retreat,  $143  was 
raised  through  a  YSF  Auction,  and  $35 
was  donated  by  an  area  youth  group  to 
bring  the  total  to  $178.  At  the  close  of  the 
retreat,  a  pledge  service  was  held,  where 
nine  of  the  ten  churches  pledged  a  total  of 
$1,600  for  the  year  of  1983,  and  the 
remaining  church  pledged  to  donate  10% 
of  all  funds  earned  by  their  church’s 
youth  projects  for  1983. 

The  theme  of  the  retreat  was  World 
Hunger,  concentrating  on  the  needs  of 
third  world  countries  for  food,  housing, 
hope  and  love. 


Drama  in  the  Local  Church  Workshop 
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Editorial 

Survey  results  should  increase  our 
concern  about  values  TV  promotes 


Sammy  Davis  Jr.  is  reported  once  to 
have  said  that  television  is  a  medium 
through  which  “people  are  entertained  in 
their  living  rooms  by  persons  they 
wouldn’t  let  in  their  front  door.’’ 

Now  a  survey  of  the  “elite”  in  the 
American  television  industry  —  those 
persons  most  responsible  for  selecting 
and  developing  the  themes  which  appear 
on  network  TV  programs  —  suggests 
there  may  have  been  as  much  truth  as 
humor  in  Mr.  Davis’  observation  (see 
UMR,  March  4).  The  survey  appeared  in 
“Public  Opinion”  magazine  and  involved 
104  top  television  writers  and  executives. 
Its  findings  included  the  following 
revelations  regarding  the  values  and 
attitudes  of  this  influential  group  of 
persons : 

*  More  than  90  percent  attend  religious 
services  seldom  or  never ; 

*  80  percent  see  nothing  wrong  with 
homosexual  relations; 

*  More  than  half  do  not  believe 
adultery  is  wrong ; 

*  Nearly  all  express  unqualified 
support  for  the  right  of  abortion; 

*  The  vast  majority  don’t  believe  that 
TV  programs  place  too  much  emphasis 
on  sex. 

This  survey  also  reveals  that  at  least 
two-thirds  of  television’s  leaders  see 
their  medium  as  “a  major  force  for 
social  reform  and  are  not  personally 
involved  with  it  just  for  the  money.  They 
also  seek  to  move  their  audience  toward 
their  own  vision  of  the  good  society. 

This  portrait  of  television’s  “elite” 
differs  radically  from  the  results  of 
similar  surveys  among  Christians  and 
the  American  population  as  a  whole.  It 
likewise  bears  little  resemblance  to  the 
protestations  from  TV  executives  that 
their  business  is  “entertainment”  which 
only  mirrors  the  values  and  behavior  of 
society. 

In  fact,  one  could  argue  persuasively 
on  the  basis  of  these  findings  that  what  is 
called  “entertainment”  on  commercial 
television  could  as  accurately  be  termed 
“propaganda”  for  a  “vision  of  the  good 
society”  which  is  grossly  inconsistent 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


with  basic  Christian  principles.  This 
view  of  life  is  virtually  devoid  of  any 
reference  to  God  except  to  take  His  name 
in  vain  or  to  poke  fun  at  anyone  who 
takes  religion  seriously.  As  a  result,  we 
—  and  especially  our  children  —  are 
bombarded  with  values  and  a  view  of 
reality  which  regularly,  if  not 
intentionally,  contradict  the  teachings  of 
Christ  and  undermine  the  church’s 
mission. 

These  independent  survey  results  also 
lend  credence  to  the  serious  concerns 
expressed  by  some  Christians  during 
recent  years  regarding  the  values  which 
commercial  television  programs 
promote.  The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon  and 
members  of  his  National  Federation  for 
Decency  are  probably  the  most 
persistent  and  organized  of  such  critics. 
They  contend  that  network  television  is 
involved  in  “preaching”  as  surely  as  any 
preacher  in  a  pulpit.  Its  “sermons”  focus 
on  values  which  are  “deviant  and 
amoral,”  however,  while  consistently 
ignoring  religion  as  a  positive  force.  The 
"Public  Opinion”  survey  offers  a 
plausible  explanation  as  to  why  this  is  the 
case,  and  why  network  officials  are 
inclined  to  be  unresponsive  or  defensive 
when  they  receive  such  complaints. 

Considering  television’s  pervasive 
influence  on  our  culture,  its  promotion  of 
anti-Christian  values  should  be  a  matter 
of  genuine  concern  for  Christians.  We  are 
not  powerless,  however.  We  can  persist 
in  expressing  our  concerns  to  local 
station  owners,  network  officials  and 
program  sponsors  about  specific 
programs  which  we  find  either 
particularly  good  or  particularly 
objectionable.  We  can  develop  more 
selective  and  responsible  viewing  habits 
for  our  families.  We  can  support  the 
development  of  various  special  interest 
networks  which  are  seeking  to  offer 
wholesome  alternatives  to  the  fare 
provided  by  the  commercial  TV 
networks.  And  we  can  always  exercise 
the  one  choice  television’s  “elite”  fear 
most:  we  can  turn  off  our  sets  and  find 
other  ways  to  be  informed  and 
entertained. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Christian  responsibility  is  contrary 
to  the  6 doctrine  of  convenience9 


By  DAVE  W.  GOLDSMITH  JR. 

The  need  for  Christian  responsibility 
has  confronted  us  more  and  more  often  in 
recent  years.  This  issue  must  be  met 
head  on  by  each  of  us  as  we  strive  to 
serve  as  instruments  of  God  in  this 
world. 

First,  I  believe  we  should  not  regard 
Christianity  as  a  religion  or  doctrine  of 
convenience.  Rather,  we  should 
recognize  that  Christ  did  not  “come  to 
bring  peace  on  earth"  but  “to  set  man 
against  his  father,  and  a  daughter 
against  her  mother”  (Matthew  10:34, 

My  Witness 


35).  There  is  a  cost  to  Christianity.  “He 
who  does  not  take  his  cross  and  follow  me 
is  not  worthy  of  me.  ’ ’  ( Matthew  10:38). 

What  is  the  cross  we  are  to  bear? 
Responsibility  is  one  cross  we  must 
carry.  The  trend  in  recent  years  is  to  lead 
a  life  based  on  our  convenience.  The 
Christian  faith  demands  more  than  this. 

A  specific  issue 

Examining  a  specific  issue,  let  us 
consider  sexual  responsibility.  There  are 
a  number  of  points  concerning  this  issue 
in  the  United  Methodist  "Discipline” 


Involvement  across  racial  barriers  can 
unlock  our  common  spiritual  heritage 


By  RALPH  HASTEN 

I  joined  with  the  black  congregation 
gathered  for  the  funeral  service  of  the  17- 
year-old  son  of  one  of  my  co-workers  in 
the  Houston  area.  The  young  man  had 
died  under  tragic  circumstances,  and  I 
wanted  to  be  present  in  the  hope  of 
bringing  some  supportive  comfort  to  his 
mother  and  the  other  members  of  his 
family. 

I  was  the  only  white  member  of  that 
gathering,  save  for  the  two  uniformed 
motorcycle  patrolmen  who  were  waiting 
in  the  foyer  to  escort  the  funeral  cortege 
to  the  cemetery. 

I  was  seated  with  a  fellow  counselor 
and  a  secretary  from  his  office  through 
that  service.  I  felt,  from  what  they  said, 
that  they  were  very  pleased  that  I  had 
come.  And  the  pastor,  who  had  greeted 
me  as  I  came  in,  expressed  his  pleasure 
in  my  being  there  as  well. 

The  lady  ushers,  wearing  uniforms  and 
the  badges  of  their  office,  provided  us 
with  bulletins  prepared  for  that 
memorial  hour.  I  noted  the  customary 
inclusion  of  a  "resolution”  from  the 
church,  and  that  a  time  was  also 


indicated  for  the  remarks  of  friends  of 
the  family  who  might  wish  to  speak 
words  of  concern  and  comfort  in  that 
hour. 

And  yet,  it  was  with  significant 
surprise  that  I  heard  the  pastor  call  my 
name  as  we  came  to  the  “remarks" 
portion  of  that  order!  And  though  I  did 
not  know  exactly  what  to  say,  I  felt  that  I 
must  say  something! 

I  rose  and  moved  down  to  the  platform 
on  which  a  stand  and  microphone  were 
placed  for  that  particular  purpose, 
pausing  briefly  on  my  way  to  say  a  quiet 
word  of  condolence  to  the  mother  as  I 
passed  beside  where  she  was  seated  in 
the  front  row  pew  which  had  been 
reserved  for  members  of  the  young 
man’s  family. 

“What  can  I  say?” 

The  pastor  introduced  me  as  one  of  the 
mother’s  professional  co-workers  and 
spoke  briefly  of  her  own  good  work  as  a 
technician  serving  the  handicapped 
citizens  of  her  community.  And  then  he 
asked  me  to  express  “whatever  God  has 
given  you  to  say  on  this  solemn 


Clergywomen’s  ideals  are  causing  harm 


To  the  Editor: 

Shouldn’t  a  gentleman  tell  a  lady  her 
slip  is  showing,  if  it  prevents  further 
embarrassment? 

The  top  priorities  of  700  United  Method¬ 
ist  clergywomen  —  “equal  pay"  and 
career  credits  (see  UMR,  Feb.  18)  — 
give  the  impression  that  they  put 
personal  advancement  above  family, 
church,  and  even  God!  Their 
preoccupation  with  nuclear  weaponry  as 
a  major  social  issue  is  admirable  —  but 
was  any  mention  made' of  drugs,  crime, 
divorces,  abortions,  and  other  evils 
caused  by  the  overweening  power  of 
atheistic  forces  in  America? 

These  ladies  may  want  to  wear  the 
pants  in  our  society;  but  do  they  claim  to 
be  representative  of  their  sex?  For 
example,  their  arguments  for  "equal 
pay”  sound  eminently  logical,  but  the 
typical  male  supports  his  wife  and 
children.  Today,  enforcement  of 
economic  equality  has  caused 
inflationary  pressures,  which  are  forcing 
mothers  of  infants  to  work  full  time. 

Ministers  often  lack  understanding  of 
the  harsh  realities  of  practical  life, 
because  of  the  demands  of  theological 
training.  So  they  should  be  careful  about 
espousing  idealistic  policies,  which 
actually  cause  inestimable  harm  —  such 
as  depriving  millions  of  babies  of  their 
greatest  need  —  mothers’  love  without 
limits. 

Mas  Odoi 

Torrance,  California 
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Glorieta  article  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  John  Lovelace’s  article 
regarding  the  recent  Consultation  of 
United  Methodist  Clergywomen  (UMR, 
Feb.  18).  It  is  an  incredibly  accurate 
account  of  the  essence  of  the  week  in 
Glorieta.  His  story  is  thorough,  concise 
and  strikes  at  the  very  heart  of  where  we 
are  as  United  Methodist  clergywomen. 

I  cannot  thank  you  enough  for  such  an 
excellent  piece  of  journalism. 

Judy  Cooper 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas 

Language  about  God 
proposals  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  that  fill  the 
column  in  the  March  4  issue  with 
responses  to  news  reports  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Language 
Guidelines  Task  Force  leave  me  shaken 
and  alarmed. 

The  letters  appear  to  be  responses  to 
news  summaries,  not  to  the  full 
statement  of  the  Task  Force.  Surely  we 
know  by  now  that  news  summaries  can 
never  carry  the  full  import  or  rationale 
of  a  document  or  program  of  the  church! 

Even  after  reading  the  full  report,  I 
suppose  some  persons  will  still 
adamantly  disagree  with  the  findings 
and  recommendations  (not  mandates!). 
Fair  enough.  But  when  they  write  of  their 
disagreement,  would  they  be  as  careful 
in  their  rationale  as  the  Task  Force 
members  have  been  in  their  study  and 
research? 

Most  important  —  will  these  Christians 
who  are  so  violent  in  their  reaction  make 
a  careful  separation  between  the  ideas 
being  offered  and  the  persons  offering 
them?  Attack  the  ideas,  if  one  must,  I 
say,  but  please  avoid  the  sin  of  attacking 
God’s  people! 

Judith  Craig 
North  Canton,  Ohio 

Bible  is  full  of  miracles 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wonder  if  Ray  Mizer  is  aware  of  the 
meaning  of  the  word  “miracle”  (See 
UMR,  “Here  I  Stand,"  Feb.  11).  My 
dictionary  defines  it  as  an  event  or  effect 
in  the  physical  world  deviating  from  the 
known  laws  of  nature. 

The  Bible  is  full  of  actual  miracles  of 
God.  One  of  the  greatest  miracles  is  the 
virgin  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  almighty 
Son  of  God. 

There  is  absolutely  no  way  anyone  can 
convince  me  the  miracles,  including  the 
virgin  birth,  are  mere  “tricks.” 

It  is  quite  unfortunate  that  Christians 
too  often  look  to  the  natural  human  mind 
for  spiritual  things.  Galatians  3:3  says 
that  having  begun  in  the  spirit,  can  one 
now  be  made  perfect  in  the  natural?  The 
very  obvious  answer  is  "no." 

The  human  intellect  can  do  many 
things,  but  there  is  no  way  intellectually 
to  understand  the  workings  of  God.  This 
is  precisely  why  Christians  must  live  by 
faith  in  the  word  of  God  and  not  lean  on 
their  own  understanding. 

Monty  Brooking 
Heron,  Montana 
Bishop  Heininger 
will  be  missed 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  my  privilege  to  know  and  hear 
the  late  Bishop  Harold  Heininger  preach 
several  times  while  studying  at 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 


Naperville,  Illinois,  1968-1972. 

An  eloquent  and  forthright  preacher. 
Bishop  Heininger  represented  the  E.U.B. 
tradition  at  its  finest:  scholarship, 
integrity,  discipleship,  and  devotion  to 
Christ  and  His  cause.  He  shall  be  missed. 

Irvin  H.  Price 
Alachua,  Florida 

‘Pro-lifers’  more 
consistent  than  others 

To  the  Editor: 

This  isjru£sponse  to  the  "Letter  to  the 
Editor”  from  Michael  Toland  headlined 
“Christians  should  be  consistent  about 
abortion,  capital  punishment  and  war” 
in  the  Feb.  18  issue. 

He  wrote  that  pro-lifers  “seem"  to 
favor  capital  punishment  more  than  pro- 
abortionists.  Not  so!  The  National 
Organization  of  Women  did  a  poll  on  that 
very  issue  two  years  ago  and  shockingly 
found  that  pro-abortionists  favor  capital 
punishment  MORE  than  pro-lifers.  That 
should  not  have  come  as  a  surprise  to 
them  since  abortionists’  only  solution  to 
life’s  problems  is  a  violent  one.  Pro-lifers 
deplore  the  taking  of  ANY  life,  innocent 
or  guilty. 

Those  who  believe  in  Christ  should 
renounce  the  sword  AND  scalpel  as  the 
means  of  solving  personal,  societal  and 
international  disputes.  Abortion  is 
massive  legalized  bloodshed.  Please 
print  this  correction. 

Olga  Fairfax 
Wheaton,  Maryland 

Ordination  must  be 
to  the  whole  church 

To  the  Editor: 

Nancy  Blomquist’s  letter  (UMR,  Feb. 
25)  calling  for  homosexuals  to  be 
ordained  to  a  special  ministry  to/among 
other  homosexuals  is  generous  and 
meant  to  be  a  positive  contribution  to  the 
ongoing  discussion.  Her  open-hearted 
spirit  contrasts  sharply  to  so  much  that  is 
plainly  vindictive  in  the  church. 

Yet,  while  her  practical  solution  might 
be  one  answer,  it  does  not  pass  the  test  of 
ordination  itself.  We  appoint  people  to 
special  ministries  but  they  are  ordained 
to  the  full  ministry  of  the  church. 
Moreover,  the  Wesleyan  spirit  claims 
that  “the  world  is  the  parish"  meaning 
that  artificial  boundaries  shouldn’t  be 
placed  on  the  wideness  of  the  ministry. 

Baptism,  holy  communion,  and 
affirmation  of  Christ  are  the  signs  of 
membership  in  the  church.  Ministry 
must  equally  be  in  the  same  redemptive 
and  unifying  mode  .  .  .  and  for  all 
believers. 

Michael  McIntyre 
McLean,  Virginia 

UMC  protests  too  much 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  appalled  at  the  amount  of  time 
and  money  spent  as  stated  by  John  A. 
Lovelace  in  the  Reporter,  Feb.  25,  on  the 
witch  hunt  for  “60  Minutes”  sponsors. 

If  a  fraction  of  that  time  and  money 
had  been  spent  to  ascertain  where  our 
money  goes  after  the  NCC  and  WCC  get 
it,  the  “Reader’s  Digest”  article  and  the 
"60  Minutes”  broadcast  might  have  been 
unnecessary. 

Certainly  the  time  and  money  could 
have  been  better  spent  in  obtaining  the 
facts,  and  if  these  two  sources 
(“Reader’s  Digest”  and  “60  Minutes”) 
have  presented  erroneous  information, 
to  present  a  comprehensive,  believable 
refutation  to  them. 

To  paraphrase  Shakespeare,  “It 


appears  the  United  Methodist  Church 
doth  protest  too  much.” 

Thelma  E.  Honey 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Colorado  Springs 
church  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  say  praise  the  Lord  for  the  Colorado 
Springs  Church.  It  is  time  people  take  a 
stand  for  our  beliefs.  In  his  “Letter  to  the 
Editor”  rebutting  the  action  taken  by  the 
Colorado  Springs  Church,  J.  Thomas 
Larson  writes  that  it  is  amazing  that  any 
gay  or  lesbian  person  would  desire  to 
remain  a  church  member  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  25). 

Should  we  as  a  church  condone 
alcoholism,  drug  addiction,  greed,  lust, 
hate,  homosexualism,  or  lesbianism? 
Shall  we  instruct  God  that  He  is  wrong  to 
define  sin  to  us?  Is  it  not  God  who  shall 
grant  us  the  power  to  overcome  sin?  If 
His  power  is  so  weak  that  it  cannot  defeat 
the  sin  in  our  lives,  how  can  He  grant  us 
the  power  to  defeat  the  result  of  sin? 
“Death.” 

No!  Not  the  person,  but  it  is  the  sin  we 
as  a  church  cannot  afford  to  condone.  No 
matter  how  many  excuses  we  make  for 
our  sins,  in  God’s  eyes  it  is  still  sin,  but 
He  can  —  if  we  permit  Him  —  grant  us 
the  power  to  defeat  the  sin. 

Robert  J.  Monahan 
Lilly,  Pennsylvania 

UMR  presents  the 

church  in  all  aspects 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  recently  offered  to  help  my 
husband  do  a  much-needed  clearing-out 
of  his  study,  it  became  apparent  that  — 
much  as  we  hated  to  do  it  —  we  were 
going  to  have  to  throw  away  some 
ancient  copies  of  the  Reporter.  Before 
discarding  the  papers,  however,  I 
decided  to  go  through  them  and  clip 
anything  that  we  might  wish  to  refer 
back  to.  After  a  full  afternoon  of  such 
sorting  and  clipping,  I  have  come  to 
several  insights. 

I  think  yours  is  perhaps  the  best- 
balanced  religious  periodical  it  has  been 
my  fortune  to  read.  In  any  given  issue  I 
can  be  sure  to  find  articles  which  inspire 
and  challenge  me,  others  which  reinforce 
and  seem  to  validate  my  convictions,  and 
still  others  which  arouse  my  indignation 
at  the  intransigence  of  those  who  hold  the 
opposite  viewpoint!  I  have  discovered 
that  sometimes  a  letter  to  the  editor  is 
more  succinct  and  thought-provoking 
than  the  article  which  prompted  its 
writing,  while  other  letters  only  serve  to 
demonstrate  that  some  of  us  shoot  from 
the  lip  without  reasoning  out  the  problem 
beforehand,  only  repeating  popular  — 
but  not  necessarily  Christlike  — 
“truisms.” 

In  your  small  paper  one  can  find  evi¬ 
dence  of  our  greatness  and  our  little¬ 
ness,  our  compassion  and  our  judg- 
mentalism,  our  reason  and  our  fanati¬ 
cism,  our  generosity  and  our  selfish¬ 
ness,  our  willingness  and  our  reluc¬ 
tance  to  follow  Christ  —  in  short,  our 
humanity. 

However  it  is  that  you  manage  to 
present  our  denomination  in  all  its 
aspects,  without  apology  for  our 
differences  and  with  celebration  of  our 
commonality,  please  know  that  your 
efforts  are  appreciated. 

Jean  W.  Allen 
Hannibal,  New  York 


occasion."  “Oh,  God,"  I  thought,  “what 
can  I  say  at  such  a  time?” 

I  cannot  tell  you  just  what  I  said, 
verbatim.  But  I  am  thankful  that  I  felt 
secure  and  sure  that  what  I  did  express 
in  those  three  or  four  minutes  had  all  the 
love  and  faith  I  know  how  to  share  with 
those  who  have  great  hurt  and  pain  to 
bear  in  such  times  of  poignant  grief  and 
loss.  And  I  do  vividly  recall  how  very 
sure  I  was  that  what  I  had  to  say  was  set 
against  the  backdrop  of  that  family’s 
awareness  of  the  assurances  of  God’s 
caring  love! 

As  I  came  away  from  that  service,  I 
was  reminded  of  many  things,  not  the 
least  of  which  was  my  own  great  sense  of 
being  at  peace  within.  I  had  participated 
in  a  deeply  emotional  experience  in  that 
hour  —  our  black  brothers  and  sisters  are 
not  afraid  to  be  expressive  of  their 
feelings,  of  whatever  kind,  in  church!  I 
had  been  welcomed,  especially 
recognized,  esteemed,  honored  and 
invited  to  return  to  worship  and  to  enjoy 
that  congregation’s  fellowship  “as  often 
as  you  can.”  I  had  been  treated  to  a 
warm  and  redemptive  Christian 
welcome  by  my  fellow  Christians  there. 

I  also  was  remembering  how  long  it’s 
been  since  I  personally  took  the  time  to 
seek  out  other  avenues  and  opportunities 
which  have  lain  dormant  in  relationships 
of  brotherly  involvement  in  this 
“integrated”  church  of  which  I  am  a 
connectional  member! 

We  should  come  together 

“Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful,”  I  mused, 
“if  our  pastors  were  to  join  together  — 
the  black  and  white  and  others,  too  —  to 
plan  with  the  leadership  of  all  our 
churches,  seeking  out  active,  forthright 
ways  of  introducing  our  congregations 
and  peoples  to  each  other? 

Not  just  a  hit  or  miss,  occasional  or 
“special”  once-around-the-block  sort  of 
thing  —  not  that  at  all!  But  really  to  say, 
“Hey,  guys  and  gals  —  let’s  get 
INVOLVED  —  let’s  introduce  our  people, 
one  and  all,  to  the  heritage  of  faith  we’ve 
shared  in  our  separateness,  so  that  the 
faith  we  share  together  may  be  steeped 
in  the  vividly  vital  and  redemptive 
quality  of  the  promise  of  today!  ” 

We’ve  made  a  number  of  good  starts, 
I’ll  grant  you  that!  But  it’s  time,  I  feel, 
for  all  of  us  to  get  caught  up  in  the  act  — 
it’s  time  we  got  acquainted  on  a  grander 
scale  than  we’ve  allowed  ourselves  to  do 
through  reticence,  except  where  we’ve 
become  involved  “officially,”  and  when 
we  gather  briefly  in  conferences  and 
meetings  ...  or  on  some  isolated 
occasion  such  as  the  one  which  has 
initiated  this  epistle! 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Hasten,  is  a  member  of  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference  on  special 
appointment  to  the  Texas  Rehabilitation 
Commission  in  Houston. 


Dave  Goldsmith 
which  need  to  be  stressed.  We  must  be 
responsible  for  educating  church 
members  (and  non-members  as  well) 
about  ethical,  theological,  and  social 
concerns  regarding  responsible 
parentliood.  We  must  search  to  resolve 
the  abortion  controversy  by  dealing  with 
the  causes  of  problem  pregnancies.  We 
must  recognize  the  right  of  involved 
persons  to  choose  between  the  life  of  a 
mother  and  the  life  of  an  unborn  child 
when  the  mother’s  life  is  in  danger. 

Keeping  responsibility  in  mind,  let  us 
examine  our  freedoms.  We  are  able  to 
keep  government  interference  out  of  our 
bedrooms.  We  are  able  to  prevent 
unwanted  pregnancies  by  using  one  of 
the  many  inexpensive  and  effective 
methods  of  birth  control  that  are 
available  to  us.  These  methods  prevent 
conception  while  still  allowing  us  the 
pleasure  of  sexual  relationships.  We  are 
even  free  to  choose  sexual  abstinence  as 
one  alternative  to  unwanted  pregnancies. 

With  these  God-given  freedoms,  I  do 
not  believe  that  abortion  can  be 
considered  a  responsible  course  of  action 
for  Christians.  Even  if  the  prevention  of 
conception  is  neglected,  adoption  is 
another  alternative  which  can  be  easily 
arranged.  What  love  God  has  for  us  to 
give  us  these  freedoms ! 

An  alternative  considered 

Finally,  let  us  consider  the  alternative 
of  abortion  closely  for  what  I  believe  it  is-. 
What  are  the  actual  methods  used  to 
achieve  abortion?  Some  methods  include 
the  insertion  of  instruments  into  the 
womb  to  crush,  puncture,  and  tear  apart 
the  bodies  of  the  unborn.  Other  methods 
include  the  introduction  of  material 
unsuitable  for  supporting  life  —  for 
example,  injection  of  salt  solutions  that 
eat  away  the  body  tissues  of  the  unborn. 
Still  other  methods  include  chemical 
poisoning  —  pills  designed  to  interrupt 
the  developing  life. 

What  methods  are  these?  These  are  the 
methods  of  killing.  Some  action  must  be 
taken  to  terminate  the  pregnancy  —  the 
same  methods  used  to  kill  people  that 
have  already  been  born.  I  submit  that 
there  is  no  difference  in  death  by  killing, 
whether  the  victim  is  born  or  unborn.  I 
believe  what  is  killed  during  an  abortion 
is  fully  human.  Humans  reproduce 
humans,  and  nothing  else. 

We  should  not  mislead 

Christians  should  not  be  misled  by  the 
“doctrine  of  convenience”  which 
prevails  in  so  many  instances  in  our  day. 
It  is  a  disservice  to  us  to  think  that  we 
can  responsibly  choose  death  over 
inconvenience  —  abortion  over  adoption 
or  preventing  conception  °in  the  'first 
place.  We  are,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
held  responsible. 

In  summary,  I  believe  we  should  heed 
the  word  of  God:  “You  shall  not  kill” 
(Deuteronomy  5:17),  “Not  everyone  who 
says  to  me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  shall  enter  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  who  does  the 
will  of  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven” 
(Matthew  7:21),  "Whoever  receives  one 
such  child  in  my  name  receives  me” 
(Matthew  18:5),  "Truly,  I  say  to  you,  as 
you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  you  did  it  to  me.”  (Matthew 
26:40). 

“Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  Dave  W.  Goldsmith  Jr.,  is  a 
member  of  the  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  (Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


DID  YOU  MEET  ONE  OF  THEM? 


The  Black  College  Fund 
Ambassadors  for  1982 

They  traveled  throughout  the  church  — 

•  speaking  for  their  schools 

•  increasing  understanding  of  United 

Methodism’s  12  Black  Colleges 

•  exhibiting  the  results  of  quality  education 

•  enlisting  support  for  the  Black  College  Fund 
Encourage  your  conference,  district  or  local  church  to 
host  one  of  the  1983  Black  College  Fund  ambassadors 
this  summer, 

SUPPORT  THE  BLACK  COLLEGE  FUND 

Bennett  Bethune-Cookman  Claflin  Clark 


Huston-Tillotson 
Philander  Smith 


Meharry  Medical 
Rust 


Morristown 

Wiley 


For  more  information  contact: 

The  Black  College  Fund 

General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  871  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


MARCH  18,  1983 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


German  Methodism: 


Has  roots  in  Wesley’s  encounter 
with  Moravian  Brethren  founder 


The  political-religious  situation  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic  (East 
Germany)  is  literally  reflected  in  the  windows  of  parliament  buildings  in  Berlin. 
Across  the  street  from  the  modern  building  is  the  Berlin  Cathedral,  being 
reconstructed  by  the  government  with  help  from  the  Evangelical  Church  in  (West) 
Germany. 

Though  a  Marxist  state,  the  GDR,  especially  since  the  historic  1978  meeting  has 
given  the  church  some  freedoms  to  carry  out  its  works,  to  have  access  to  state  media 
and  to  even  criticize  the  government,  as  churches  have  done  this  past  year  regarding 
travel  restrictions  and  alternative  military  service. 

LUTHERAN  WORLD  INFORMATION  PHOTOS 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Lutherans  around 
the  world  are  celebrating  the  500th 
anniversary  of  their  founder  s  birth  this 
year.  The  following  articles  on 
Methodism  in  the  Reformation  leader’s 
homeland  offer  Reporter  readers 
another  view  of  Protestantism  in  today’s 
two  Germanies. 

By  BILL  YODER 

The  history  of  Methodism  in  Germany 
began  in  1738  on  the  occasion  of  John 
Wesley’s  journey  to  Herrnhut  to  meet 
Count  Zinzendorf,  the  founder  of  the 
Moravian  Brethren.  Three  years 
previously,  Mr.  Wesley  had  been  deeply 
impressed  by  the  fearlessness  and  piety 
of  fellow  Moravian  shipmates  during  a 
stormy  crossing  of  the  North  Atlantic. 

Only  three  weeks  after  having  received 
personal  assurance  of  salvation  —  his 
heart  having  felt  “strangely  warmed,” 
John  Wesley  set  out  for  Herrnhut. 

The  first  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  Germany  were  founded 
by  re-emigrant  Germans,  some  of  whom 
had  been  sent  back  to  Germany  from 
England  and  the  U.S.  by  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  Association  mission 
societies.  So,  for  obvious  reasons,  the 
German  church  was  during  its  formative 
years  under  strong  Anglo-Saxon 
influence. 

Beginning  in  1850,  former  U.S. -resident 
Erhard  Wunderlich  founded  churches  in 
the  villages  of  Russdorf  and  Waltersdorf 
in  Thuringia.  Another  German- 
American,  Dr.  Ludwig  Jacoby, 
established  the  first  Methodist  seminary 
in  Bremen  in  1858.  The  following  year, 
the  “Episcopal  Methodist  Church  in 
Prussia”  came  into  being. 

From  the  outset,  three  distinct, 
Methodist-related  groups  were  active: 
the  afore-mentioned  Prussian  church, 
the  Wesleyan  Fellowship,  and  the 


Evangelical  Association. 

Despite  persecution,  the  church  grew 
rapidly.  In  some  instances,  services 
were  only  tolerated  under  the  watchful 
eyes  of  local  police.  Being  that 
Methodists  were  long  forbidden  to 
construct  their  own  chapels,  some 
churches  even  today  appear  like 
ordinary  houses  from  the  outside.  It 
wasn’t  until  1921  that  the  Methodist 
church  was  officially  recognized  and 
sanctioned  by  the  state. 

On  April  23,  1968,  in  Dallas,  the 
“Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church” 
and  the  “Methodist  Church”  merged  to 
form  the  UMC.  In  Germany,  these  same 
two  churches  followed  suit  on  May  26, 
1968  with  this  new  church  entity 
christened  the  “Evangelical-Methodist 
Church  in  Germany”  (EmK). 


Until  the  present  Bishop  Hartel  has  re¬ 
mained  the  only  Methodist  bishop  resid¬ 
ing  in  Eastern  Europe.  As  a  member  of 
the  UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops,  he  is  a 
frequent  visitor  to  the  U.S. 

All  of  the  larger  East  German 
Methodist  congregations  are  located  in 
the  strongly-pietistic  southern  and 
southwestern  portions  of  the  country:  in 
Karl-Marx-Stadt,  Zwickau,  Aue,  Plauen, 
Leipzig  and  Dresden.  Every  Spring,  the 
annual  conference  convenes  in  one  of  the 
major  southern  congregations. 

In  the  GDR,  150  Methodist  pastors 
( including  retirees )  and  350  lay  ministers 
serve  at  the  650  different  locations  where 
services  are  held.  In  true  German 
Protestant  tradition,  the  church  retains 
three  orders  consisting  of  180 
deaconesses.  It  also  boasts  four 


‘Everyday  life  presents  us  with  realms, 
in  which  the  constructive  cooperation 
of  Christians  is  feasible...’ 


The  second  major  development 
concerning  East  German-Methodism 
occurred  on  June  6,  1970  during  the 
UMC’s  general  conference  in  St.  Louis, 
when  the  East  German  request  to  be 
recognized  as  a  separate  central 
conference  was  granted.  Until  then, 
GDR-Methodists  had  belonged  to  the  all- 
German  “German  Central  Conference,” 
its  bishop  residing  in  Frankfurt.  This 
new  central  conference  was  named: 
“Evangelical-Methodist  Church  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic.” 

During  festivities  in  Karl-Marx-Stadt 
on  June  17,  1970,  Armin  Hartel,  then  42 
years  of  age,  was  ordained  bishop  by 
Bishop  Franz  Schafer  of  Switzerland. 


Methodisms  compared 

W.  Germany’s  ‘atheistic  culture’  creates  great 
difference  from  its  American  counterpart 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Christians  in  West 
Germany  have  a  lot  of  history  to  live  with 
in  as  they  seek  to  witness  to  a  largely 
atheistic  culture,  a  young  West  German 
Methodist  pastor  told  the  Reporter  last 
week. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Lessman  is 
completing  an  international  residency  in 
the  United  States,  a  step  he  took  to  “see 
how  Methodism  works  in  another 
culture.”  He  had  completed  four  years  of 
seminary  at  Reutlingen  theological 
school  before  fris  residency  arranged  by 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Mr. 
Lessman  spent  three  months  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Austin, 
Texas,  a  large  downtown  congregation, 
and  three  months  at  Asbury  UMC  in 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  a  rapidly  growing, 
young  congregation  of  approximately  500 
members. 

Mr.  Lessman  said  his  idea  was  to  find 
new  concepts  which  he  might  use  to  help 
the  Methodist  church  in  West  Germany 
to  help  it  recover  a  stronger  sense  of  its 
identity.  He  said  there  are  “very  great 
differences"  —  both  cultural  and  histor¬ 
ical  —  between  United  Methodism  in  the 
U.S.  and  Methodism  in  his  country. 

For  example,  Methodism  in  West 
Germany  is  a  minority  church  with 
65,000  members  in  a  population  of  65 
million.  Further,  only  1.5  percent  of  the 
population  attends  any  church. 

“Because  of  the  Lutheran  state 
church,  there  was  no  legal  way  to  be  a 
church  until  after  World  War  II,”  Mr. 
Lessman  said.  “We  were  always  called  a 
‘sect’  and  labelled  ‘dissenters.’  ” 

This  designation  left  the  Methodists 
always  having  to  prove  they  were  loyal 
Germans  —  like  the  Lutherans  —  and 
this  tended  to  move  them  farther  and 
farther  away  from  their  Methodist  roots, 
he  said.  Then,  Mr.  Lessman  added,  the 
Lutherans  adopted  Methodist  practices 
like  the  children's  Sunday  School  — 
and  Methodists  were  left  without  a 
unique  identity. 

Another  effect  he  attributes  to  the 
continual  outside  pressure  from 
Lutheranism,  was  the  need  for  Methodist 
pastors  to  prove  they  were  theologians. 
“We  are  now  more  theologians  than 
pastors,”  he  said.  “But,  there  has  been 
little  practical  work  to  transform  theol¬ 
ogy  into  church  life  and  action.” 

Mr.  Lessman  said  Christians  of  all 
varieties  have  a  lot  of  history  to  live 
down  in  Germany.  The  close  identity  of 
church  and  state  as  one  was  “disas¬ 


trous”  for  the  church  at  the  time  of  the 
Industrial  Revolution  when  people 
turned  away  from  the  king  and  the 
church  at  the  same  time. 

The  concept  that  religion  is  just  a 
means  to  oppress  or  control  people  is 
commonly  held  among  Germans,  he 
said.  Nothing  good  is  expected  from  the 
church.  Further,  “the  church  failed, 
more  or  less,  to  stand  up  to  the  Third 
Reich.” 

“We  have  failed,”  he  said,  “and  we 
have  to  live  with  this  history." 

Mr.  Lessman  said  he  refused  to  go  to 
church  with  his  Methodist  parents  when 
he  was  “very  young.”  Then,  during  his 
teen  years,  he  began  to  read  Karl  Marx 
and  Lenin  and  became  “a  convinced 
communist.” 

“I  had  many  arguments  with  my 
father,”  Mr.  Lessman  told  the  Reporter, 
regarding  this  period  in  his  life.  “We 
finally  agreed  that  if  I  would  go  to  church 
with  my  father,  he  would  attend  my 
communist  group  meeting.  He  insisted  I 
promise  to  ‘listen  carefully.’  ” 

“We  went  to  the  town  hall  in  Bremen  to 
hear  an  evangelist,”  he  said,  “and  I  had 
the  experience  of  God’s  birth.  I  knew 
there  was  a  God,  and  I  knew  God  loved 
me.  It  all  happened  from  one  minute  to 
the  next.” 

Mr.  Lessman  said  he  had  to  grow  up  in 
the  Christian  faith  very  fast  because  his 
peers  at  school  ridiculed  him  and  made 
life  very  difficult.  “They  asked  how  I 
could  believe  in  God.  Nobody  believes  in 
God  in  Germany.” 

“Christians  have  to  live  the  faith  and 
show  the  love  of  Jesus  in  their  lives  in 
order  to  witness  in  Germany,”  he 
believes. 

Asked  whether  his  experience  in 
churches  in  the  U.S.  had  been  helpful, 
Mr.  Lessman  responded  enthusiastically 
—  but  he  had  a  few  criticisms,  too. 

“I  like  the  saying,  ‘People  are  not 
taught  into  the  church;  people  are  loved 
into  the  church’  which  I  heard  shortly 
after  my  arrival.”  He  feels  that 
Christians  in  Germany  put  too  much 
emphasis  on  knowledge  of  the  Christian 
way  and  not  enough  on  living  it.  “One 
can’t  love  God  unless  you  love  your 
neighbor.” 

Similarly,  Mr.  Lessman  said  he  likes 
the  idea  of  “less  teaching  and  more 
practical  involvement”  that  he  saw  in  his 
host  congregations.  “What  good  is  more 
Bible  teaching  if  we  forget  tp  do  some¬ 
thing  for  those  in  need?" 

He  was  impressed  by  the  strong 
involvement  of  the  laity  in  the  church  — 


in  decision-making  and  goal  setting  as 
well  as  church  projects.  He  especially 
liked  the  way  members  visited  visitors 
and  shared  the  story  of  their  church. 

Again,  he  liked  the  spirit  of  celebration 
and  sharing  of  concerns  in  the  worship 
service.  “Our  way  is  just  through  the 
head  —  through  thinking,”  he  said.  “A 
major  mistake  is  to  think  the  sermon  is 
everything.” 

Mr.  Lessman  said  he  doesn’t  like  the 
way  pastors  are  paid  in  American 
Methodism.  "I  have  the  impression 
pastors  go  where  they  can  get  the  best 
pay.  That  appears  a  hindrance  to 
mission.  It  is  hard  to  understand  how  a 
pastor  with  a  $50,000  salary  can  relate  to 
the  poor.” 

In  the  same  vein,  Mr.  Lessman  said  he 
feels  United  Methodists  are  “not  critical 
enough”  of  their  materialistic  society. 
He  admitted  to  going  through  “culture 
shock”  when  he  first  arrived. 

“My  first  impression  was  that  success, 
career  and  money  are  what  Americans 
live  for,”  he  said,  but  he  found  United 
Methodists  different  from  his  first 
cultural  impression. 

“United  Methodist  members  give  a  lot 
of  money  —  really  tithe  in  some 
instances,”  he  said.  "Also,  the  way  they 
care  for  people  in  need  is  what  I  would 
like  the  church  in  Germany  to  do  as  well. 
That’s  when  others  see  what  being  a 


hospitals,  five  old  people’s  homes  and 
seven  retreat  centers. 

Schwarzenshof,  the  largest  retreat 
center,  is  being  readied  for  extensive 
renovations.  Being  that  the  state  usually 
demands  payment  for  a  large  portion  of 
the  costs  of  church  construction  projects 
in  Western  currencies,  over  $400,000  will 
be  needed  from  Western  churches  for  the 
completion  of  this  undertaking. 

The  percentage  of  church  members  in 
East  Germany  has  shrunk  dramatically 
since  1945.  Then,  90  percent  of  all  citizens 
were  Lutheran  or  “United”;  today,  that 
has  dropped  to  slightly  less  than  50 
percent.  In  a  country  of  nearly  17  million 
citizens,  roughly  eight  million  are 
members  of  one  of  the  three  Lutheran  or 
five  United  (Lutheran  and  Reformed) 
provincial  churches.  In  1945,  nearly 
50,000  adult  Methodists  resided  in 
Eastern  Germany,  presently,  that 
number  is  hovering  at  16,500.  The  largest 
single  factor  has  been  emigration  to  the 
West. 

Church-state  relations 

The  two  decades  between  1950  and  1970 
were  characterized  by  resistance  to  the 
state’s  increasing  interest  in  a 
partitioning  of  all  German  churches 
between  East  and  West.  The 
predominant  church  stance  in  the 
beginning  was  one  of  “holding  the  fort,” 


Thomas  Lessman 
Christian  means.” 

Dr.  Claus  Rohlfs,  who  supervises  the 
international  program,  explained  that 
the  program  is  unique  in  being  a 
“residency”  and  not  an  “internship.” 
That  means  that  participants  must  have 
completed  an  internship  in  a  local  church 
prior  to  being  accepted  and  should  be 
prepared  to  work  with  an  indigenous 
church. 

Methodist  churches  in  Mexico,  Costa 
Rica,  England  and  Ireland,  as  well  as 
West  Germany,  have  been  involved  in 
such  residencies. 


Church  leaders  seek 
action  against  CBS 


WASHINGTON  ( RNS)  - 
Representatives  of  five  Protestant 
churches  have  formally  asked  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission  to 
order  the  CBS  Network  to  provide  air 
time  to  respond  to  “personal  attacks” 
made  on  them  during  a  “60  Minutes” 
broadcast  on  the  National  and  World 
councils  of  churches. 

Previously,  they  had  requested  air 
time  of  CBS  president  Gene  Jankowski, 
which  was  denied.  The  formal  charge 
filed  here  with  the  FCC  asked  that  CBS 
be  ordered  to  provide  them  with  a 
“reasonable  amount”  of  air  time  in 
accordance  with  FCC  rules  to  respond  to 
the  Jan.  23  broadcast,  “The  Gospel 
According  to  Whom?  ” 

Requesting  the  air  time  are  Avery 
Post,  president  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ;  William  P.  Thompson,  stated 
clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church ; 


Kenneth  L.  Teegarden,  general  minister 
and  president,  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ) ;  Episcopal  Bishop  John  H. 
Burt  of  Ohio;  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Commission  on  Chris¬ 
tian  unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

The  FCC’s  personal  attack  rule,  upheld 
unanimously  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
in  Red  Lion  Broadcasting  Co.  v.  FCC  in 
1969,  requires  stations  to  inform 
individuals  when  they  have  been 
attacked  during  a  discussion  of  a 
controversial  issue,  to  provide  a 
transcript  of  the  attack  and  to  provide 
reasonable  time  for  reply.  In  their 
petition  to  the  FCC,  the  church  leaders 
say  they  were  accused  five  times  during 
the  “60  Minutes”  broadcast  of  “lying, 
sheer  lying”  to  their  members,  and 
national  church  bodies  of  “doing  the 
work"  of  international  communism 
without  the  knowledge  of  their  members. 


Declining  participation  confronted 


UM  men  called  ‘untapped  resource’ 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Concern  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  may  have 
"systematically  lost  a  generation  of 
men”  prompted  presidents  of  annual 
conference  United  Methodist  Men’s 
organizations  meeting  here  March  3-6  to 
discuss  ways  to  halt  the  loss. 

Representatives  from  46  annual 
conferences  heard  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  executive  G.  Ross  Freeman 
describe  male  members  of  the 
denomination  as  “the  greatest  untapped 
resource  in  the  kingdom.” 

Dr.  Freeman  led  members  of  the  group 
through  nearly  five  hours  of  discussion  of 
the  problem.  He  told  the  men  that  they 


were  experts  in  knowing  how  men  think, 
they  know  more  about  the  potential  of 
men  than  any  other  group  in  the  church, 
and  they  will  understand  “the  tragedy  of 
the  situation  if  we  fail  to  capitalize  on  the 
potential.” 

Reasons  for  the  decline  in  participation 
—  particularly  by  laymen  —  were 
outlined  in  a  videotape  viewed  by  the 
group  early  in  their  session.  Former 
Board  of  Discipleship  evangelism  head 
George  C.  Hunter  III,  who  appeared  on 
the  tape,  said  that  in  the  1950s  the  ratio  of 
men  to  women  in  the  church  and  in 
society  was  53  to  47.  In  the  1980s,  Hunter 
said  the  numbers  have  shifted  to  60 
women  to  every  40  men  active  in 


mainline  denominations  and  65  women  to 
35  men  active  in  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences. 

Dr.  Hunter  suggested  that  the 
disparity  was  the  result  of  factors  that 
include  women  living  longer  than  men 
and  having  more  options  or  “ports  of 
entry"  into  church  activities.  He 
indicated  that  those  ports  of  entry  have 
often  been  “circles”  and  other  sub¬ 
groupings  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

The  options  that  women  have  for 
finding  and  taking  part  in  more 
meaningful  activities  than  men 
“presuppose  that  they  have  advanced 
verbal  skills,”  Hunter  said. 

“There  are  few  opportunities  in  the 


of  putting  in  time  until  German 
reunification  and  the  resulting 
disappearance  of  the  Marxist  govern¬ 
ment  took  place. 

It  was  generally  not  until  late  in  the 
1960’s,  that  the  denominations  began  to 
think  in  today’s  terms  of  being  “a  church 
within  socialism,”  of  becoming  salt  in 
that  specific  socialistic  setting  into  which 
God  had  placed  them. 

After  the  division  in  1970,  tensions 
between  this  church  and  the  state 
subsided.  Bishop  Hartel  stated  in  1976, 
that  “ideological  coexistence  is 
impossible,  yet  everyday  life  presents  us 
with  realms,  in  which  the  constructive 
cooperation  of  Christians  is  feasible.” 

Today,  the  Methodist  Church,  as  well 
as  most  GDR-denominations,  is  deeply 
inspired  by  the  struggle  for  peace  and 
ecumenical  reconciliation. 

Future  prospects 

The  continuing  numbers  shrinkage  has 
left  its  mark  on  the  past  decade.  In  a 
theological  paper  presented  at  1979’s 
annual  conference,  Dieter  Weigel  of 
Tabarz  described  in  ruthless  detail  the 
rocky  road  in  today’s  post-persecution 
era.  “The  church  is  becoming  more  plu¬ 
ralistic  all  the  time.  The  church’s  unity 
is  not  threatened  by  so-called  modernists 
and  fundamentalists;  rather,  by  a 
specialization  and  relativization  of  the 
truth.  People,  who  according  to  their 
piety  and  theology  belong  to  different 
centuries,  exist  alongside  each  other  in 
our  congregations.  Will  they  ever  be 
capable  of  living  together  or  for  one 
another?” 

The  gravity  of  the  actual  situation  is 
suppressed;  spiritual  revival  and  a  new 
openness  are  desperately  needed,  he 
continued. 

Other  pastors  have  experienced  a 
more  positive  church  life,  so  this  paper 
was  not  approved  by  everyone. 
Superintendent  Hering  believes,  that  the 
low-water  mark  (in  numbers)  may 
already  have  been  reached.  In  a  single 
service  during  1982,  for  example,  one 
congregation  accepted  17  new  members. 
A  number  of  these  were  young  persons 
from  unchurched  backgrounds;  a  not 
uncommon  phenomenon  in  the  GDR 
today. 

Bill  Yoder  resides  in  West  Berlin  and  is 
a  Mennonite.  graduate  student,  free¬ 
lance  journalist  and  long-time  observer 
of  the  GDR-church. 

This  article  is  without  the  official  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  GDR  -Methodist  Church. 


Task  Force’s  intent 
not  rewriting  Bible 
says  its  chairwoman 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Task  Force  on  Language 
Guidelines  has  no  intention  of  “rewriting 
the  Bible”  and  neither  had  the  1980 
General  Conference  which  ordered  the 
task  force  into  being,  says  the  task  force 
chairwoman. 

In  an  interview  in  the  March  4 
Northern  Illinois  Conference  edition  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  Carolyn 
Henninger  Oehler  reported  on  reaction  to 
press  accounts  of  the  task  force’s  report 
in  process  of  completion.  The  report 
suggests  that  the  words  "Lord"  and 
“King"  not  be  used  as  synonyms  for  God 
in  material  “currently  being  written  or 
spoken,  such  as  sermons,  liturgy  and 
curriculum,”  she  said. 

From  that  suggestion,  said  Ms.  Oehler, 
some  newspapers  generalized  that  the 
task  force  was  recommending  "that  the 
Bible  be  rewritten.  That  was  never  the 
intention  of  either  the  General 
Conference  which  ordered  the  study  or  of 
the  task  force.” 

The  task  force  will  present  its  report, 
entitled  “Words  That -Help  and  Heal,”  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  at  its  April  25-29  meeting.  The 
GCOM,  which  appointed  the  task  force  at 
the  direction  of  the  1980  General 
Conference,  can  act  as  it  chooses  on  the 
report,  which  is  expected  to  go  in  some 
form  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

While  some  letter  writers  have 


protested  the  rewriting  of  the  Bible, 
others  felt  any  language  changes  at  all 
were  impossible,  and  sometimes 
unchristian,  Ms.  Oehler  said.  Ms.  Oehler 
said  the  task  force  was  asked  to  look  at 
“language  about  God  which  leads  to 
limiting  relationships  among  persons 
and  to  identify  that  language  which 
would  encourage  wholeness  and 
reconciliation  among  persons  in  the 
church  and  beyond.  ” 

Pointing  out  that  the  task  force  also  is 
working  on  language  that  demeans 
persons  because  of  racism,  sexism, 
ageism  and  handicapping  conditions, 
Ms.  Oehler  said  the  group  has  “struggled 
to  help  direct  the  church  on  a  theological 
journey  toward  experiencing  and 
expressing  the  wholeness  of  God.”  In  so 
doing,  the  task  force  has  used  work  of  a 
variety  of  theologians  in  many 
denominations,  she  said. 

“In  doing  our  work,”  Mrs.  Oehler 
continued,  "we  have  been  aware  that 
how  persons  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the 
Word  of  God  has  great  influence  on  how 
they  respond  to  language  concerns.  In 
some  cases,  those  are  so  different  that 
mutual  understanding  is  difficult. 
Perhaps  the  work  of  the  task  force  will 
push  people  toward  a  clearer 
understanding  of  the  Bible,  its  origins, 
and  its  impact  on  faithful  Christians 
today.” 


church  for  people  with  non-verbal  skills 
.  .  .  Eighty  percent  of  the  men  express 
themselves  more  effectively  and 
creatively  with  other  parts  of  the  body 
than  the  tongue." 

To  reverse  present  trends,  the  church 
must  center  attention  on  “engaging  the 
gifts  and  skil Is  of  men .  ’  ’ 

In  discussion  that  followed  the 
videotape  presentation,  the  presidents 
concluded  that  they  must  develop  a 
variety  of  service  options  for  men, 
increase  opportunities  for  men  to  take 
part  in  small  group  activities,  and 
develop  a  ministry  to  meet  the  needs  of 
men  38  to  52  years  of  age  who  are 
experiencing  midlife  crises. 


Special  Gift  Books 


For  Your  (Special  Graduates! 
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Now  through 

When  You  Graduate,  by  Charles  L.  Allen 
and  Mouzon  Biggs.  Homey,  down-to-earth 
counsel  for  young  men  and  women  about  to 
confront  a  world  of  perplexing  problems  and 
difficult  decisions.  A  perennial  favorite  from  a 
pastor  who  has  brought  guidance  to  millions. 
Gift  boxed. 

R1 1-826267  7.95 

12  for  71.55 


more! 


You  the  Graduate,  by  Harold  J  Drown.  Let 
the  graduate  in  your  life  explore  these  60 
thought-provoking  essays  on  the  use  of  their 
talents,  how  to  assume  responsibilities,  and 
how  to  deal  with  other  aspects  of  everyday 
living — love,  courage,  faith,  success.  Gift 
boxed.  Abingdon. 

A0 1-468566  5.95 

12  for  53.55 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Five  bodies  to  work  together 

Pan-Methodist  unit  eyed 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  A  top-level 
commission  composed  of  members  of 
North  American  Methodist  bodies  could 
be  formed  within  the  next  few  years  to 
develop  a  “United  Christian  witness 
among  the  people  called  Methodists  to  a 
fragmented  world." 

The  proposed  "Commission  on  Pan- 
Methodist  Cooperation"  is  requested  in 
a  resolution  to  be  submitted  to  the 
general  conferences  (top  legislative 
bodies)  of  five  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tions  that  in  1984  will  observe  the 
Bicentennial  of  Methodism  in  America. 
The  resolution  was  approved  for 
submission  to  the  general  conferences 
over  the  next  one  to  four  years  by  the 
Pan-Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee 
at  its  meeting  here  last  month. 

The  churches  are  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Free  Methodist  and  United 
Methodist. 

The  resolution  suggests  that  such  a 
commission  should  study  and  help  open 
ways  to  develop  a  “united  Christian 
witness"  in  such  areas  as  higher 
education,  national  and  world  mission 
outreach,  social  witness  and 
evangelism.  The  commission  would  not 
be  limited  to  these  causes. 

If  approved  by  the  churches’  general 
conferences,  the  commission  would 
include  no  more  than  five  leaders  from 
each  denomination.  All  other  member 
denominations  in  North  America  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  would  be 
invited  to  participate.  The  council’s 
general  secretary  would  convene  the 


first  meeting.  No  date  for  formation 
was  specified. 

The  Pan-Methodist  Bicentennial 
Committee  said  it  proposed  the 
commission  in  view  of  the  positive 
experience  in  working  together  on  the 
Bicentennial  committee  and  in  the 
(planned)  celebrations  in  various 
communities  in  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  a  major  action  by 
the  committee  in  regard  to  the  Bi¬ 
centennial's  “mission  thrust"  in  1985 
and  beyond. 

The  committee’s  actions  and  reports 
indicated  progress  is  being  made  in 
virtually  all  areas  of  planning  for  a 
many-faceted  Bicentennial  observance 
in  1984.  Preparations  are  beginning  to 
pick  up  speed  in  1983,  reports  showed. 

To  advance  previously  voted 
celebrations  in  states,  regions  and  local 
communities,  the  group  authorized 
forming  various  denominational  and 
pan-Methodist  communities.  Each 


bishop  of  the  five  churches  involved  will 
appoint  an  episcopal  area  bicentennial 
committee.  Each  denomination  will 
name  two  persons  to  a  state-wide 
committee  (a  total  of  10  members  in 
each  state),  to  be  convened  by  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  in  that  state.  State 
committees  will  organize  local 
committees  that  represent  the  five 
denominations  in  key  metropolitan 
areas. 

The  committee  heard  plans  for 
another  part  of  the  “mission  thrust,"  a 
national  mission  and  social  justice 
convocation  Mar.  5-6, 1985,  to  develop  a 
mission  and  social  focus  for  mutual 
cooperation.  Leaders  of  social  action 
and  national  mission  agencies  of  the 
churches  will  be  key  personnel 
involved. 

The  Bicentennial  Committee 
approved  or  heard  further  plans  for  a 
pilgrimage  of  American  Methodists  to 
England  Aug.  27-Sept.  4,  1984. 


Bicentennial  minute 

By  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

On  March  31,  1816,  Bishop  Asbury  died  in  Spottsylvania, 
Virginia,  one  week  after  preaching  his  final  sermon  in 
Richmond.  His  pastoral,  ministerial,  and  administrative 
career  has  not  been  paralleled.  Though  others  had  been 
elected  to  the  episcopacy,  his  peers  acknowledged  him  to  be 
the  bishop.  In  America  alone  he  preached  16,500  sermons, 
ordained  more  than  4,000  preachers  and  travelled  horseback 
or  in  carriage  more  than  275,000  miles.  The  1852  General 
Conference  approved  the  removal  of  his  remains  to  Mt. 
Olivet  Cemetery,  Baltimore. 


Chicago  UMs  issue  call 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  —  The  bishop,  district 
superintendent  and  pastors  of  the 
Chicago  Northern  District,  Northern 
Illinois  conference,  have  called  for 
voters  here  to  avoid  “the  un-American 
issue  of  racial  prejudice"  in  the  city’s 
upcoming  mayoral  election. 

Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  District 
Superintendent  Victor  Fujiu  and  the 
district’s  pastors  issued  their  “call"  in 
an  open  letter  in  the  conference  edition  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Harold  Washington,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  won  the  Democratic 
nomination  Feb.  25  (see  UMR,  March 


11).  If  elected  over  his  Republican 
opponent  April  12,  he  would  be  the  city’s 
first  black  mayor. 

The  UM  leaders’  letter  says  that  pre¬ 
election  rhetoric  “places  racism  at  the 
very  heart  of  our  city’s  life." 

Much  of  the  impetus  to  organize  the 
black  communities  of  Chicago  began  in 
the  churches,  including  the  black 
Methodist  churches,  the  leaders  said, 
adding  that  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  black  religious  leaders  “have 
been  part  of  this  political  process  at 
every  point. 

“No  single  person  nor  any  one  part  of 
the  black  religious  community  controls 


the  political  transformation  that  has 
happened  before  us,’’  the  letter 
continues.  “That  white  Christians 
remain  uniformed  of  this  plurality  within 
the  black  religious  community  of  our  city 
is  a  sad  testament  to  the  divisiveness  and 
to  the  lack  of  communication  within  the 
body  of  Christ  in  Chicago.” 

The  UM  leaders’  letter  concludes,  “In 
this  Lenten  season  we  remember  the 
viciousness  of  the  fear  of  the  untried  and 
the  unknown.  The  offense  of  the  Word 
made  flesh  is  that  we  are  called  by  God  to 
make  human  choices  and  decisions  in  the 
midst  of  life  and  circumstances  based  on 
the  capacity  to  love  and  to  trust  others.” 


the  church  today 


Indigents  dress  in 
style  for  President’s  visit 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  The  Gingiss 
Formal  Wear  Co.  of  Hayward,  Calif., 
known  for  its  tuxedo  rentals,  recently 
gave  600  used  tuxedoes  to  the  Rev.  Cecil 
Williams  of  Glide  Memorial  UMC  here  to 
pass  out  to  homeless  persons. 

According  to  a  report  by  local  news¬ 
paper  columnist  Herb  Caen,  the  flamboy¬ 
ant  Mr.  Williams  took  the  gift  one  step 
further.  He  arranged  for  600  formally- 
attired  indigents  to  be  driven  to  an  anti- 
Reagan/Queen  Elizabeth  demonstration 
here.  The  following  day  they  were  to  line 
up  outside  a  local  hotel  where  President 
Reagan  was  speaking. 

Mr.  Williams  reportedly  said  he 
thought  the  contrast  “will  be  striking." 

Discipleship  board 
adds  two  to  staff 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  A  United 
Methodist  clergyman  who  heads  a 
program  which  provides  family  ministry 
resources  for  local  congregations  and 
another  who  is  doing  doctoral  research 
on  United  Methodists  and  social  issues 
will  join  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  here  in  June. 

The  Rev.  E.  Esco  McBay,  director  of 
the  Institute  for  Relational  Health  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  been  named 
director,  Development  of  Family  Life  for 
the  board.  The  Rev.  James  Fogle  Miller, 
completing  work  on  a  Ph.D.  in  Sociology 
of  Religion  at  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  will  become  director.  Develop¬ 
ment  of  Discipleship  in  Communities. 

Panelists  explore 
rights  in  South  Africa 

ATLANTA  —  "Since  1948  there  has 
been  a  dramatic  parting  of  the  ways 
between  the  United  States  and  South 
Africa,”  Yale  University  history 
professor  Dr.  Leonard  Thompson  said 
during  a  recent  “Civil  Rights  in 
Comparative  Perspective’’  panel 
discussion  co-sponsored  by  UM-related 
Emory  University  and  the  Atlanta 


Calling  Cards 
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University  Center. 

Dr.  Thompson  explained  that  the 
United  States  has  moved  in  a  progressive 
direction  with  regard  to  civil  rights, 
whereas  South  Africa  has  created  a 
radical  system  which  has  nurtured  “the 
most  racist  society  ever  devised  by 
man." 

This  symposium  was  part  of  Emory’s 
“Rethinking  Human  Rights"  year,  which 
will  culminate  in  a  week-long  symposium 
April  14-17. 

Singer’s  concert 
benefits  ‘tent  people’ 

SAN  JOSE,  Calif.  —  Singer  Joan  Baez 
gave  a  benefit  concert  recently  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  here  for  homeless  persons 
she  had  encountered  living  in  tents 
beneath  a  local  parkway. 

A  local  newspaper  said  the  concert  was 
little-publicized.  Nevertheless,  the 
audience  of  about  100  donated  some  $600 
to  help  “tent  people”  buy  food  and  other 
necessities. 

Clergyman/legislator 
proposes  environment  aid 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Legislation 
intended  to  provide  “environmentally 
beneficial”  jobs  was  introduced  March  1 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
United  Methodism’s  only  clergy  member 
of  Congress,  Rep.  Robert  Edgar  (D-Pa). 

Rep.  Edgar  told  a  news  conference  his 
bill  was  designed  to  provide  an  “alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  traditional  way  that  Congress 
has  handed  out  money  for  public  works 
projects.”  Representatives  of  several 
environmentally  oriented  groups  were  at 
the  news  conference  to  express  their 
support. 

The  legislation.  Rep.  Edgar  said, 
would  “target  efforts  to  stimulate  the 
ailing  economy  to  a  series  of  labor-inten¬ 
sive,  environmentally  beneficial 
programs  from  public  transportation 
and  energy  conservation  to  enhancement 
of  fish  and  wildlife  facilities.” 

Evangelism  leader 
fears  ‘concerted  attack’ 

WINSTON-SALEM,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
One  of  world  Methodism’s  best-known 
evangelism  and  social  action  leaders 
said  here  recently  he  fears  “a 
mysterious  and  concerted  attack  is  being 
made  on  churches  which  express  a  social 
conscience  around  the  world.” 

The  Rev.  Sir  Alan  Walker,  the 
Australian  who  heads  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council’s  evangelism  program,  cited 
the  recent  articles  in  Reader’s  Digest 
and  the  “Sixty  Minutes"  television 
program  as  examples  of  the  attack.  He 
mentioned  the  sharp  criticism  of  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Greet  in  his  native  Britain 
because  of  his  opposition  to  the  Falk- 
lands  fighting  and  nuclear  armaments. 
He  noted  that  The  Bulletin,  a  news 
magazine  in  Australia,  had  charged  in  a 
cover  story  the  Uniting  Church  in  that 
land  is  under  Marxist  influence. 

“This  is  an  hour  for  church  members 
to  be  steadfast  and  loyal  while  their 
church  is  under  attack,”  Dr.  Walker  said. 


NCC  president  protests 
Iranian  torture,  executions 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  telegram  sent  Feb. 
22  to  Iran’s  Ayatollah  Khomeini,  the 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  appealed  for  the  lives  of  22 
Baha’is  recently  sentenced  to  death  and 
has  called  for  an  end  to  summary 
execution  and  torture  in  Iran. 

The  telegram  from  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  said,  “In  the  name  of  the 
merciful  and  compassionate  God  I 
appeal  to  you  as  a  man  of  faith  to 
exercise  your  power  to  spare  the  lives  of 
those  sentenced  to  death  in  Iran,  who 
have  been  imprisoned  on  the  basis  of 
matters  of  conscience  ...  We  were 
heartened  by  recent  reports  that  you  had 
personally  ordered  a  reassessment  of  the 
administration  of  justice  in  Iran  .  .  .” 

The  telegram  was  sent  in  response  to  a 
bulletin  from  Amnesty  International,  the 
Nobel  Prize-winning  human  rights 
organization. 

Investment  fund 
reports  16.9%  return 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  An 
investment  fund  focused  on  goods  and 
services  intended  to  support  life  yielded 
a  total  return  of  16.9  percent  in  1982. 

The  Rev.  Luther  Tyson,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  president  of  PAX  World  Fund, 
said  the  fund  has  averaged  more  than  a 
14  percent  total  return  since  1975.  The 
total  return  is  based  on  dividends,  capital 
gains  and  appreciation  in  any  given  year. 

Started  in  1971,  PAX  is  the  first  full- 
scale  “social  responsibility”  fund,  Dr. 
Tyson  said.  PAX  moneys  are  invested  in 
such  areas  as  renewable  energy,  health 
care,  food,  housing,  retail  enterprises, 
pollution  control,  and  leisure. 

Coordinator  selected 
for  women’s  history 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  Dr. 
Carolyn  D.  Gifford,  a  teacher,  author  and 
researcher  from  Evanston,  Ill.,  has  been 
named  coordinator  of  women’s  history 
on  the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  here. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr., 
general  secretary  of  the  commission, 
said  Dr.  Gifford  is  expected  to  begin  her 
work  about  May  1.  She  was  chosen  from 
32  applicants. 

The  new  coordinator  holds  three  de¬ 
grees  from  Northwestern  University  in 
Evanston,  including  her  doctorate. 

‘Saints’  to  visit  U.S.  churches 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  Christian 
neurosurgeon  caring  for  Palestinians  on 
the  West  Bank,  the  director  of  a  rural 
training  center  for  Third  World  people  in 
Japan,  and  a  Haitian  educator  preparing 
laity  to  minister  in  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Haiti  arrived  here  March  2  to  visit 
churches  across  the  United  States. 

They  are  three  of  the  five  modern-day 
“saints"  described  by  the  Rev.  J.  Harry 
Haines,  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  in  his 
new  book  “Ten  Hands  for  God.” 


PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  sooks  a 
director  for  tho  intern  program.  The 
director  has  administrative  responsibilities 
for  its  staff,  budget,  internal  and  external 
operations.  Send  applications  to  the  Dean. 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  S.M.U., 
Dallas,  Texas  75275,  by  April  15.  1983. 

SMU  is  an  AA/EEO  Employer. 
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UMC  mission  threatened 


Mississippi  controversy  ‘microcosm’ of  obstacles 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodism  is  on  a 
collision  course  with  obstacles  that 
threaten  its  mission  thrust  and  its  very 
existence  as  a  national,  connectional 
church,  the  denomination's  top  national 
mission  executive  said  here  last  week. 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux  was  the 
“newsmaker”  who  addressed  the  editors 
of  the  38  annual  conference  editions  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  attending 
the  10th  U  MR  editor’s  conference. 

Dr.  Bideaux,  who  heads  the  National 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  became  a  central 
figure  during  1982  in  the  ongoing  contro¬ 
versy  in  Mississippi  over  his  agency’s 
support  —  both  financial  and  advocacy  — 
of  the  “justice  issues"  related  to  the 
convicted,  black  former  mayor  of 
Tchula,  Mississippi. 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  the  Mississippi 
controversy  is  a  “microcosm”  of  all  the 
obstacles  which  threaten  the  UMC’s 
mission  strategy. 

He  said  the  guilt  or  innocense  of  Eddie 
James  Carthan  the  central  figure  in  the 
Mississippi  case  was  irrelevant.  What 
was  important  for  the  National  Division 
Dr.  Bideaux  said,  was  Mr.  Carthan  as  a 
symbol  of  the  injustice  of  racism  that 
exists  in  society  as  it  relates  to  ethnic, 
racial  and  economic  minorities. 

He  outlined  the  five  obstructions  and 
then  suggested  some  “hopeful"  things  he 
believes  will  be  done  to  counter  them. 

•  A  strong  trend  toward  localism. 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  this  trend  is  taking 
many  forms,  but  essentially  it  seeks  local 
definition  and  supervision  over  all 
ministry  and  mission;  it  calls  for  veto 
power  over  any  national  mission 
programs  that  are  being  carried  out 
locally.  “Consultation,"  a  central  issue 
of  Mississippi,  is  one  form  of  this  trend, 
he  said,  while  pressures  on  curriculum 
design  and  on  bishop  in  the  making  of 
appointments  are  other  areas  where 
“localism’  ’  is  an  increasing  force. 

The  national  mission  leader  said  he 
believes,  “We  must  decide  whether  the 
UMC  is  to  be  a  national  or  regional 
church.” 

Calling  for  clarity  about  the  nature  of 
the  church,  Dr.  Bideaux  said  he  believes 
that  the  church  is  an  interdependency  of 
all  its  parts  and  that  accountability  of 
one  part  to  another  is  basic  to  the  nature 
of  the  church.  “No  local  church  is 
accountable  only  to  itself.  ” 

•  Declining  World  Service  support  for 
mission. 

During  the  last  10  years  while 
individual  UM  members  have  increased 
their  giving  from  about  $81  per  year  to 
approximately  $200,  the  World  Service 
dollars  earmarked  for  national  mission 
have  declined  from  $3.1  million  to  $2.9  in 
1983. 

Meanwhile,  “unmet  needs  pile  up  in 
staggering  amounts,”  he  said.  For 
example,  $3  million  of  approved  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  projects  are  in  place  and 
ready  to  function  but  the  National 
Division  has  no  monies  to  fund  them.  He 
said  the  same  could  be  said  for  projects 
to  strengthen  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  and  for  new  congregational 
development. 

He  noted  that  without  the  contributions 
of  United  Methodist  Women,  there  would 
be  virtually  no  world  or  national  mission 
program. 


Rene  Bideaux 

Looking  at  the  “hopeful"  side,  Dr. 
Bideaux  said  increased  giving  for 
mission  was  not  the  essential  answer; 
what  is  needed  is  spiritual  renewal 
among  UMs  to  move  them  to  outreach, 
and  for  the  church  to  find  alternatives  to 
“capital  intensive  mission.”  He  said. 
“Part  of  our  problem  is  that  we  demand 
too  much  affluency  in  our  church  life 
which  consumes  the  resources  we  have.  ” 

•  A  strong  drift  towards  elitism,  a 
movement  into  the  upper  socio-economic 
class. 

“Elitism”  dulls  and  suppresses  God¬ 
like  compassion  for  the  condition  of  those 
who  suffer,  for  those  who  are  oppressed 
and  marginated,”  he  said. 

He  described  as  “pathetic”  the  United 
Methodist  response  to  appeals  for  hunger 
and  the  economic  crisis  in  America. 

And  rather  than  rejoicing,  he  said, 
UMs  experience  anger  over  national 
attempts  —  such  as  in  the  Mississippi 
controversy  —  to  respond  in  the  midst  of 
racial  and  social  injustice. 

He  said  his  agency  is  asked  to  justify 
its  actions  at  every  point  at  which  it 
moves  “unilaterally  to  extend  the  pro¬ 
mises  of  Jesus  to  the  poor  and  oppressed” 
but  is  “never  challenged  about  a  grant 


or  a  loan  or  visit  to  suburban  affluency.” 

He  said  the  UMC  can  recapture  its 
vitality  for  mission  by  reaching  out  to 
those  who  are  mostly  “unconnected  and 
unknown"  in  UM  churches  ...  the  poor, 
the  sick,  the  hungry,  the  immigrant  and 
the  oppressed  .  .  .  with  those  who  are 
strangers,  who  speak  a  different 
language,  have  a  different  culture  and 
history,  and  are  often  of  different  races. 

•  The  lingering  self-image  of  a  rural,, 
small  town,  small  membership  church. 

The  national  executive  said  the 
“frontier"  worldview  of  perhaps  25,000 
rural,  small  town  UM  congregations  is 
“hostile  to  the  20th  Century  world  of 
interdependent  relations,  racial  and 
cultural  pluralism  and  an  urban  reality.” 
He  noted  that  seven  out  of  every  10 
people  live  in  urban  areas. 

He  described  the  condition  of  UM 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  as  “a 
scandal"  —  in  pastoral  support,  in  the 
way  open  itineracy  is  a  farce,  in  the  way 
“we  go  against  every  theory  of 
indigenous  church  growth  by  keeping 
these  churches  on  the  dole,”  and  in  the 
way  the  equitable  salary  system  breeds 
paternalism  and  dependency. 

•  The  professionalization  of  the 
ordained  ministry. 

“I  see  and  encounter  an  image  of 
ministry  among  too  many  clergy  today 
almost  completely  at  odds  with  a  mission 
strategy  that  identifies  with  the  poor  and 
marginal,”  Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

He  said  annual  conferences  and  local 
congregations  spend  inordinate  amounts 
of  time  and  money  on  the  support, 
comfort  and  security  of  the  ordained 
ministry.  "There  is  a  pervasive  void  in 
spiritual  disciplines  .  .  .  and  a 
debilitating  fixation  on  a  material  and 
secular  form  of  professionalism.  ” 

The  national  mission  leader  said  he 
believes  the  clergy  can  be  converted  to 
mission  if  there  is  a  return  to  a  focus  on 
“calling  and  on  service  .  .  .  this  is  the 
crying  need  .  .  .  our  national  mission 
requires  the  ‘missionalization’  of  United 
Methodist  clergy.” 


Editors  hear  evaluator 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  standard  feature  of  the  editors’ 
conference  is  for  the  editors  to  receive  an 
extensive  evaluation  of  their  work,  based 
on  three  issues  of  their  newspapers. 

Dr.  Roland  Wolseley,  a  distinguished 
professor  of  religious  journalism  at 
Syracuse  University  in  Syracuse,  N.Y., 
evaluated  the  newspapers  and  delivered 
both  marked-up  copies  and  general 
observations  to  the  editors  meeting  here. 

He  has  made  such  surveys  for  other 
denominational  publications  of  the  same 
sort  for  some  40  years.  Dr.  Wolseley  said, 
“The  quality  of  the  writing  on  these 
pages  is  .  .  .  above  the  level  of  religion 
writing  in  general  for  this  type  of 
publication.” 

Dr.  Wolseley  commended  the  editors 
for  keeping  their  pages  relatively  free  of 
religious  jargon  and  worn-out 
expressions,  also  for  avoiding  technical 
words,  “high-fallutin’  language”  or 
academic  vocabulary.  He  commented, 
too,  that  he  found  almost  no 
typographical  errors,  few  grammatical 
or  spelling  faults. 

However,  the  emeritus  journalism 
teacher  had  numerous  suggestions  for 
improving  the  pages  in  content,  layout, 


use  of  photos  and  general  appearance. 

“J  think  the  conference  editions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  should  be 
pages  produced  by  writers  and  editors 
who  consider  it  their  most  important 
duty  to  be  to  keep  their  readers  informed 
about  the  news  occuring  in  their 
jurisdictions."  Dr.  Wolseley  said. 

He  was  particularly  critical  of  pages 
which  seemed  to  be  hybrids  containing  a 
little  bit  of  everything  and  being  “too 
boosterish”  and  obviously  promotional. 

Dr.  Wolseley  reminded  the  conference 
editors  that  their  news  “thunder” 
normally  is  not  stolen  by  electronic 
media,  such  as  radio  and  television. 'You 
can  be  first  with  the  qews  for '  your 
specialized  audience,  he  said.  However, 
he  added,  editors  must  compete  for  the 
attention  of  their  readers  by  presenting 
an  attractive  product. 

New  editors,  listed  with  thejir 
conferences,  who  attended  for  the  first 
time  were:  Ruth  Gomes,  Califomia- 
Nevada;  Elizabeth  Glidden,  Central 
Illinois;  Charles  Murray,  Western  New 
York;  and  Karrin  Schaulin,  Memphis. 
Also,  Connie  Lawhom  who  edits  a  news 
supplement  for  McKendree  Manor  in 
Tennessee. 


RETIRED???  UNIQUE  VILLAGE  live 

independently,  inexpensively.  Ranch  house  —  only 
$115  monthly  or  $9,900  life  lease  —  plus  improvement 
charges,  modest  monthly  fees.  Bristol  Village, 
Waverly.  OH  45690. 

CABLE  TV  CONSULTANTS  Available.  Consultants 
will  enable  church  clusters,  and  districts  to  design 
significant  programs  for  local  access  religious 
programs  Write  Perry  Bell,  633  Detroit  Street. 
Sheboygan  Falls,  Wisconsin  53085. 

PRINTED  BOOKLETS  as  low  as  $29.00  per  hundred. 
Ideal  for  cookbooks,  sermon  collections,  etc.  Free 
price  list.  Christian  Communications  Laboratory, 
7312  Badgett  Road,  Knoxville,  TN  37919. 

VACATION  RENTAL  -  Smoky  Mountains. 
Gatlinburg.  TN.  3  BR  Chalet,  excellent  view,  near 
clubhouse  with  pool,  tennis  privileges.  Rates  — 
$70.00  day  couple,  $10.00  each  extra  adult.  A.M. 
Craig.  7529  Oak  Ridge  Hwy..  Knoxville,  TN  37921, 
(615  )  690-1837 

CLOSING  OUT  FLEET.  Good  used  Church  buses, 

1967-1970.  Ready  toRoll,  $1,000 to$2, 000.  Mr.  Weaver, 
1677  Grand  Ave.,  Galesburg,  IL61401,  (309)  342-1010 

SERMONS  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  YEAR  by 
Darrel  Berg,  $8  per  year  ( printed  weekly) ,  Check  to: 

U nited  Methodist  Church.  Alliance,  Ne..  69301 . 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  -  Established  Methodist 

related  residential  child  care  facility  seeks  qualified 
individual  as  Executive  Director.  Masters  Degree 
Social  Work  or  related  field;  minimum  5  years 
experience  at  a  child  care  facility  or  treatment 
center;  knowledge  of  budgetary  fiscal  responsibility, 
long  range  strategic  planning,  fund  raising,  public 
relations.  Competitive  salary,  attractive  benefits. 
Send  resume  to  Louis  H.  Ehrlich,  Jr.,  Chairman, 
Search  Committee,  930  Broadway.  Kansas  City,  MO 
64105  by  March  25. 

DIRECTOR  OF  SEMINARY  Relations  -  Garrett- 

Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  a  graduate 
school  of  theology  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  on  the  campus  of  Northwestern  University  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  seeks  a  Director  of  Seminary 
Relations  (Alumni/ae;  Church;  Public).  United 
Methodist  ordination  and  development  and 
alumni/ae  relations  experience  desirable.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  vita  to:  Rev. 
David  T.  Scoates,  Vice  President  for  Development, 
2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201  by  April  15, 
1983.  Women  and/or  minorities  are  encouraged  to 
apply. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  Education:  Full-time 
position  available  June  1  with  Louisville-area  UMC 
congregation  that  particularly  desires  strong 
spiritual  leadership.  Send  letter  and  resume  to  P.O. 
Box  43033,  Middletown,  K  Y  40243. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Education  at  735- 
member  United  Methodist  church.  Desire 
experience  in  directing  music  and  coordination  of 
educational  program.  Masters  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  by  April  15  to:  Search 
Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  396,  Athens,  TN  37303. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  Cabot  United  Methodist 
Church:  Provide  leadership  for  the  planning, 
organizing,  coordinating,  implementing  and  give 
overall  direction  to  a  total  youth  program. 
Experience  desirable.  Salary  negotiable  depending 
on  qualification.  Send  resume  to:  Cabot  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Attn.  Mike  Hedges,  203  West  Olive, 
Cabot.  AR  72023. 

"A  BRIDGE  TO  FRIENDSHIP."  Friendship  Tours 
arranges  Christian  Tours  for  individuals  and  Tour 
Hosts,  China,  Oberammergau,  Tahiti.  Africa. 
England.  Caribbean,  Hawaii,  any  place  in  the  world. 
Write  or  call  Jo  Taylor,  415  Bumey,  Modesto,  CA 
c95354,  (209)  577-1514. 

CLASSIFIED 


SCENIC  SCANDINAVIA:  Enjoy  the  Heart  of 
Scandinavia  touring  Copenhagen,  Oslo,  Bergen, 
Stockholm,  and  fiords.  July  14-28,  1963  From  NYC 
via  SAS  $2,199.00.  Unique  extension  to  Kiruna, 
Lappland,  North  Cape  and  Iceland  also  offered. 
Have  a  Viking  Adventure  with  tour  hosts  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Jervey,  1304  Madison  Street,  Radford,  VA 
24141.  Brochure  available. 

CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  TOURS  presents:  Heart  of 
Europe  1983,  17  days  England,  France,  Holland, 
Germany,  Switzerland.  A  superb  tour,  unhurried, 
congenial  companions,  experienced  leadership.  Free 
brochure:  1214  Kupau,  Kailua,  Hawaii  96734,  (808) 
262-0091 

FOR  SALE,  AB  Dick  Copier  Model  695  for  $600.00  by 
United  Methodist  Temple.  Port  Arthur.  TX.  Call 
(713  )  962-5762. 

ADDRESSING  BY  HAND?  Save  work  and  time.  Let 

us  provide  self-sticking  printed  labels.  Fast, 
accurate.  Write:  Economy  Label  Service,  Box  908, 
Inola,  OK  74036. 

ANGELS!  ANGELS!  Interesting  message.  Send 

stamped,  self-addressed  envelope:  Angels,  Box  1968, 
Dilley.TX  78017. 

FOR  RENT  —  Our  Mountain  home  on  large  acreage 

adjoining  YMCA  conference  grounds.  Estes  Park, 
Colorado.  Completely  furnished,  sleeps  eight.  H.  W. 
Case,  6070  BrentwoodSt.,  Arvada,  C0  80004. 

15-DAY  SCANDINAVIAN/GERMANY  TOUR:  July 
8-22,  1983.  Visit  Bergen,  the  Fjords,  Oslo, 
Copenhagen,  Berlin,  plus  all  locations  celebrating 
Martin  Luther's  500th  birthday.  All  expenses  from 
NYC  —  $1,887.00.  Experienced  travel  hosts!  Free 
brochure  contact  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  East  Third, 
Media,  PA  19063. 

U.  M.  BISHOP  ENDORSES  Bicentennial  Pub¬ 
lication.  Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  of  the  Portland, 
Oregon,  Area  commends  Dr.  Smeltzer’s  new  Asbury 
Biography  as  follows:  "I  have  thoroughly  enjoyed 
reading  your  book  on  the  life  of  Bishop  Francis 
Asbury.  It  is  a  marvelous  book  and  the  best  that  I 
have  read  on  the  life  of  this  indomitable  leader  in 
American  Wesley anism.  I  want  to  thank  you  for 
writing  it  in  time  for  the  Bicentennial  celebration  of 
the  Wesley  influence  in  the  United  States  of 
America."  Title  of  the  book,  "Bishop  Francis 
Asbury:  Field  Marshal  of  the  Lord.”  Price:  $12.00 
per  copy,  payment  with  order.  Order  from :  Dr.  W.  G. 
Smeltzer,  700  S.  Alton  Way,  Denver,  CO 80231. 

KENYA,  VICTORIA  FALLS,  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
October  1-25,  1983.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214. 
Brochure  Available. 

'83  TOURS:  MAY  Austria,  Greece,  Holy  Lands. 
Holland.  AUGUST  Festivals  Yugoslavia,  Hungary, 
Austria,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany.  OCT.  China, 
H.K.,  Japan,  Taiwan,  Korea.  '84  Passion  Play, 
Global  Tour,  etc.  Write:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  623  Dell  St. 
Solana  Beach,  CA  92075  Ph.  (619)  755-9330.  Ask  about 
leading  tour.  Dr.  Bob  rep.  for  top  Group  Wholesaler. 

CASSETTE  DUPLICATION  $1.50;  Cassettes  from 

Reels,  8  Tracks,  Records,  $2.00;  None  Published 
only;  Psalms-Proverbs  $12,00,  NT  $22.50,  OT  $67.50; 

Plus  50*  Mailing;  3021  Sunrise,  Alamogordo,  NM 
88310;  (505)434-1800. 

M INISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  for  an  urban  congre- 

gation  of  1,450.  Salary  $26,000.00.  Opens  in  June  1983. 
Contact  Rev.  David  E  Edgar,  Laurel  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church.  227  W  Woodlawn,  San  Antonio, 

TX  78212.  512/733-7156. 

METHODIST  RESIDENCY  FOR  young  women 
pursuing  careers  and  professional  studies  now 
accepting  applications  for  residency.  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush  Street,  Dpt.  UMR,  San 
Francisco,  CA  91109. 

WANTED  -  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director  for 

a  growing  northeast  San  Antonio  suburb  church 
which  averages  200  in  church  school  and  400  for 
worship.  Director  will  be  responsible  for  the 
development  of  educational  ministries  for  children, 
youth,  adults  and  singles  in  a  community  of  active 
military  and  business  and  professional  families. 
Salary  commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Please  write:  Windcrest  United  Methodist  Church, 
8101  Midcrown,  San  Antonio,  TX 78239. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT 
Activities  wanted  for  St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Boulevard,  Winter 
Haven.  FL  33880  (  813  )  324-6347.  Call  or  write  for  job 
description:  send  resume. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  Masters  Degree,  10  years 
experience  would  like  to  find  a  new  ministry.  I  am  an 
accomplished  organist  as  well  as  a  Music  Director, 
with  additional  experience  with  handbells, 
instrumental  ensembles,  folk  style  church  music. 
Children's  choirs.  Dept.  A,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
TX  75222. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Saint  Paul 

UMC,  Amarillo,  Texas,  2,200  members,  multiple- 
staff,  fast-growing  city.  Experience  desired.  Will 
consider  clergy  or  lay.  Negotiable  salary  plus 
housing.  Send  resume  and  photo  to:  Dr.  W.  A. 
Appling,  Saint  Paul  UMC,  4317  M0  West,  Amarillo, 
TX  79106. 


MAKE  MONEY,  HELP  BUILD  CHURCHES.  Do 
both  at  the  same  time  through  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund.  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A. 
Langston,  Room  303-L,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y., 
NY  10115. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  full 
time  position  in  cosmopolitan  church  serving  a  broad 
constituency  in  a  large  southwestern  city.  Innovative 
approach  needed  to  develop  exciting  programs  for 
all  age  groups.  Multi-staff  setting.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  desirable.  Either  clergy  or  layperson. 
Send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  P.  Dallas,  TX 
75222. 


DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo,  seeks 
individual  with  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  —  Attn:  Youth  Office,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  420  N.  Nevada  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80903.  (303  )  471-8522.  


Position :  Assoc.  Program  Coordinator  for  Youth, 

Camping,  and  Young  Adults,  Rocky  Mtn.  Conf.  UMC. 
For  information  and  applications  write:  Program 
Coor.  Rocky  Mtn.  Conf.,  2200  So.  University  Blvd., 
Denver,  CO  80210.  Deadline:  April  4. 


NEEDED  AT  ONCE  -  Full  time  Director  ot 
Christian  Education  with  special  emphasis  on  youth 
ministries.  Must  be  qualified  to  work  with  children 
and  adults  as  well.  Salary  negotiable.  Experience 
preferred.  800-member  Northeast  Texas  church. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Tennison  Memorial 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant.  TX  75455,  or  call 
Rev.  Von  Dawson.  (214  )  572-5341. 


VISIT  BEAUTIFUL  SCANDINAVIA  this  summer, 
July  23-August  6,  with  Dr.  and  Mrs\  Clarence  J. 
Forsberg  as  tour  guides.  For  more  information 
please  write  Scandinavian  Adventure,  204  South 
Ninth  Street,  Columbia,  MO  65201;  or  call  Dr. 
Forsberg,  (314)  443-31 11. 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  August  1  14.  1983;  Jordan, 
Israel,  Egypt,  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals, 
deluxe  hotels,  tours,  transportation.  Contact  Dr. 
Stanley  Harrell,  5604  Chesterfield  Dr.,  Temple  Hills, 
MC  20748. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Full-time  Music  Director, 
McFarlin  Methodist  Church  (adjacent  Oklahoma 
University).  Box  2065,  (405-321-3484)  Norman,  OK 
73070.  Application  deadline:  April  11. 


I  C  l  ro 

m 


rn  o 
-c  rn 
O  Z 


>  m 
p  x  r 

3-  K«  I 

r  >•  r» 
m  r-  o 
c/>  3 
r-  "o 
-•  ?o 

CD  m 
I  X 

o  o 
rn  x 
:  z  >  o 


03  r  o  oo 


-< 

w 

O  3>  O 
r  x  c 
-<  o 
o 
o 


(UNITED 
JlMETHODIST 
^  I  CHURCH 

SF 

|  \COHF 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


edition 


^CONFERENCE, 


Around  The  Conference 
‘Lasf  Supper9  Living 
Tableau  at  Noel 


Noel  Church  continues  its  traditional  series  of  noonday  devotional  services 
and  luncheons  during  the  Lenten  Season.  This  year  Noel  is  re-creating 
Leonardo  da  Vinci's  classic  "Lord's  Supper"  scene  as  a  part  of  these  devotional 
services.  The  "Upper  Room”  scene  utilizes  members  of  Noel  in  the  Living 
Tableau  re-creation.  Each  Wednesday,  two  disciples  appear  in  the  worship 
service,  deliver  a  first-person  monologue  and  seat  themselves  at  the  Table.  On 
Maundy  Thursday  of  Holy  Week,  when  all  Twelve  of  the  Disciples,  and  "Jesus" 
are  present,  the  congregation  will  receive  Holy  Communion. 

The  beautiful  reproduction  of  Leonardo  da  Vinci's  "Last  Supper"  scene  was 
constructed  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Hendrick,  Jr.  and  painted  by  Mr.  Curtis  A.  Robertson. 

‘Divine  Tragedy’  at  Amite 

"Divine  Tragedy,"  the  annual  inter-faith  Easter  Passion  Portrayal  of 
Independence,  will  be  performed  in  the  Amite  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Friday  evening.  April  1  at  7:30  p.m.  Cast  members  are  from  several  churches 
in  the  Amite-Independence  area.  Mrs.  Frankie  Robertson,  director  of  this 
dramatization  of  the  Holy  Week  events,  is  a  member  of  the  Independence  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

In  addition  to  the  performance  in  the  Amite  Church,  the  portrayal  will  be 
presented  Tuesday  night,  March  29,  at  the  First  Assembly  of  God  in  Hammond, 
and  Wednesday  night,  March  SfraTthe  Jerusalem  Baptist  Church  in  Pumpkin 
Center.  Curtain  time  is  7 : 30  p.m.  each  evening. 

St.  Luke  and  Simpson  merge 

Sunday,  February  20,  1983  was  recorded  as  a  history-making  day  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  On  that  day,  two  congregations.  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Simpson  United  Methodist  Church  voted  to  merge  their 
congregations  and  form  the  St.  Luke-Simpson  United  Methodist  Church.  This 
represented  the  culmination  of  over  a  year  and  a  half  of  hard  work  by  the 
merger  committees  and  pastors  of  each  church. 

The  merger  idea  had  circulated  within  the  Simpson  Church  for  several  years. 
It  was  focused  during  a  study  done  for  Simpson  by  Dr.  Tex  Sample  of  the  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology.  Dr.  Sample  helped  determine  what  options  were 
feasible  for  keeping  the  church’s  ministry  alive  and  viable  for  years  to  come. 
The  plan  finally  pursued  was  the  option  of  merger  with  St.  Luke. 

Mr.  Alan  Collette  from  Simpson  and  Mr.  Fred  Godwin  of  St.  Luke  chaired  the 
Joint  Steering  Committee  which  met  weekly  for  several  months  to  develop  the 
particular  proposals  for  unifying  the  two  churches.  After  several  church 
hearings  were  held,  these  proposals  were  refined  into  the  Resolution  of  Merger 
approved  by  charge  conferences  February  20th.  Sunday,  April  24th  has  been  set 
as  the  official  merger  celebration.  At  that  time,  the  two  churches  will  begin 
their  new  and  expanded  ministry  at  the  present  site  of  St.  Luke. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  Rev.  Ned  Stout  in  June,  the  merged  church  has  jointly 
requested  the  reappointment  of  Dr.  Charles  Simmons  as  the  pastor  ot  the 
merged  church.  Dr.  Simmons  reports.  "Though  the  proceedings  have  been 
difficult  for  some,  overall  it  has  been  an  inspiring  and  invigorating  experience 
which  should  lead  to  an  enriched  and  enlarged  ministry  together. " 

Monroe  District  Conference 


The  Monroe  District  Conference  was  held  in  First  Church  in  Monroe  on 
Sunday  afternoon.  February  13.  1983.  The  two  pictures  above  represent  the  two 
main  emphases  of  the  Conference: 

1.  The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wesley  (Jack  Midyette)  challenged  the  Conference 
with  pointed  observations  and  questions.  Responses  from  individuals  in  the 
congregation  constituted  the  major  reports  to  the  Conference. 

2.  The  second  emphasis  was  on  the  T.R.A.G  program.  A  T.R.A.G.  machine 
was  available  for  demonstration  purposes  and  the  District  Conference  offering 
was  dedicated  to  the  purchase  of  this  machine  for  demonstration  and  promotion 
use  in  the  District. 

50  years  of  service  by  the  Rev.  C.D.  Pinkard 

On  April  16, 1983.  the  Reverend  C.  D.  Pinkard  will  observe  his  50th  year  in  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Reverend  Pinkard  served  most  of 
those  50  years  in  Louisiana.  A  special  service  celebrating  his  ministry  will  be 
held  on  April  16  in  Roanoke.  Alabama 

Friends  wanting  to  send  a  card  or  letter  to  the  Rev.  Pinkard  may  address 
them  to  Rt.  1.  Box  87,  Roanoke,  Alabama  36274  or  to  Mark  J.  Solomon,  1101 
Marilyn  Drive,  Lafayette,  Louisiana  70503. 

Good  Friday  observed  at  Lakeview 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  5550  South  Lakeshore  Drive,  Shreveport. 
Louisiana  will  observe  Good  Friday.  April  1st,  with  a  "Quiet  Breakfast"  at  6:00 
a.m. 

The  guest  speaker  will  be  George  Schurman  and  his  topic  will  be  "Does  God 
Speak."  Music  will  be  by  Doug  Verbois 


Bishop  Cannon  Singles  Retreat  planned  for  April  9 

to  give  Pomeroy 
Lectures  Mar.  27-29 


Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Raleigh  Area,  North 
Carolina,  will  be  the  guest  preacher  for 
the  George  W.  Pomeroy  Memorial 
Lectures  to  be  held  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  on  March  27- 
29. 

Bishop  Cannon  is  a  native  of  Dalton, 
Georgia,  and  received  his  B.A.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Georgia,  his  B.D. 
from  Yale  Divinity  School,  and  his  Ph.D. 
from  Yale  University.  After  pastoring 
churches  in  Oxford  and  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
he  became  Professor  of  Church  History 
at  Chandler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  in  1943,  and  was  elected  Dean 
of  the  School  of  Theology  in  1953.  He  was 
elected  Bishop  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1968  and  assigned  to  the 
Raleigh  area. 

Bishop  Cannon  is  the  author  of  many 
books,  including  "A  Faith  For  These 
Times,”  "The  Theology  of  John  Wesley,” 
“A  Disciple’s  Profile  of  Jesus,"  and  his 
newest  book  "The  Gospel  of  Matthew" 
published  in  1983.  He  has  been  the 
visiting  professor  and  lecturer  in  a 
number  of  universities,  schools,  and 
churches.  But  above  all,  he  is  a  preacher 
of  the  Gospel. 

He  will  preach  at  the  8:30  and  10:50 
a.m.  worship  services  on  Sunday,  March 
27  on  "The  Tragic  Triumph  of  Christ"; 
Sunday  evening  at  7  p.m.  on  "The  Holy 
Spirit”;  on  Monday  at  7  p.m.  on 
“Prayer";  and  on  Tuesday  at  7  p.m.  on 
“The  Kingdom  of  God.”  He  will  also 
speak  to  the  men  of  the  church  on 
Monday  morning  at  a  7  a.m.  breakfast. 


A  "first”  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
;  is  the  conference-wide  Singles  Retreat 
scheduled  for  Saturday.  April  9th.  at 
,  Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria. 

This  one-day  event  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
*  Ministries  and  is  designed  for  those 
lormerly  married  .  .  those  never 
married  .  .  .  those  separated  and 
those  widowed.  Dr.  Richard  Murray, 
Professor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
j  will  be  the  main  speaker  for  this  retreat. 
Other  resource  persons  are: 

Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III  -  Associate 
Minister,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Shreveport,  Louisiana 


Dr.  John  M.  Braden  —  Minister.  Summer 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Rev  Fay  Barr-Hartung  —  Minister 
Gibsland-Oak  Grove  Charge, 
Gibsland,  Louisiana 

Dr.  Lynda  Clements  —  Associate  Dean, 
College  of  Home  Economics. 
Louisiana  Tech  University,  Ruston, 
Louisiana 

Rev.  Roland  K.  Friedrich  -  Chaplain. 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital. 
Pineville,  Louisiana 

Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  —  Associate  Minister. 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Rev.  John  Winn  and  Rev.  Carole  Cotton- 
Winn,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Houma,  Louisiana 

Rev.  Mark  R.  Martin  —  Associate 
Minister,  Blackwater  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Raton  RouPP  Louisiana 


The  Retreat  begins  at  9:30  a  m.  with 
registration,  followed  by  Dr.  Murray 
speaking  on  the  subject.  "Affirming 
Singleness  and  the  Single  Way  of  Life." 
In  the  afternoon,  participants  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  be  a  part  of  two  of  the 
six  Workshops  planned  for  the  retreat 
The  day  s  activities  will  close  at  3:30 
p.m.  with  a  worship  service  led  by  Rev 
John  Winn  and  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 

Cost  for  this  retreat  is  $10.00  per 
person,  which  includes  the  registration 
fee  and  the  noon  meal  which  will  be 
served  at  the  church.  The  retreat  is 
designed  to  enable  each  person  to 
celebrate  their  singleness  and  at  the 
same  time  to  discover  the  many  riches 
inside  themselves  as  whole  persons 
Singles  from  across  this  state  are  invited 
to  join  with  others  for  this  unusual  and 
significant  event. 


ajrnouphooe 

® 

YOUR  BEST 
CONNECTION 


Keeps  you  informed 
about  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources. 


Call  toll-free: 

1-800-251-8591 


Active  Tulane  law  student 
involved  in  church  program 

Kathie  Bailey  is  not  a  typical  second 
year  Law  School  student  at  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity.  At  least  the  Reverend  Bob  Wage- 
ner  doesn’t  think  so.  "In  addition  to  apply¬ 
ing  lots  of  enthusiasm  to  everything  that 
she  does.  Kathie  is  also  charming  and  con¬ 
cerned,”  says  the  Reverend  Wagener. 

Recently  Kathie  started  working  8 
hours  a  week  as  a  volunteer  in  the  local 
office  of  Congresswoman  Lindy  (Mrs. 

Hale)  Boggs  in  order  to  round  out  her 
exposure  to  governmental  legal  work 
Last  summer  she  spent  two  months  in 
Washington,  D.C.  at  the  Capitol  working 
for  the  House  Rules  Committee,  and 
doing  research  for  Minority  staff 
members  on  the  Clean  Air  Act,  and 
Immigrantion  Bill.  Kathie  says  with  a 
twinkle  in  her  eye,  "I  also  gave  a  lot  of 
impromptu  tours  of  the  Capitol  on  my 
lunch  hour.  I  wanted  other  visitors  to  see 
some  of  the  things  I  really  enjoyed,  and 
that  they  would  most  likely  miss  on  the 
scheduled  tours.”  Washington,  D.C.  is 
definitely  on  her  list  of  places  to  return, 
and  she  hopes  to  be  working  on  the  Hill 
again  this  summer. 

In  addition  to  a  spirit  of  getting 
involved  with  her  career,  Kathie  finds 
time  to  work  hard  in  her  home  church  in 
New  Orleans.  She  is  a  familiar  face  at 
Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church 
where  she  spoke  during  last  year’s 
Lenten  Series  on  the  subject,  "Little 
Things  Can  Be  Important!,"  and  where 
she  is  giving  special  attention  to 
Christian  Education.  Kathie  teaches  the 
4th  through  6th  grades.  "I  want  my 
students  to  know  more  about  each  other 
than  just  their  first  names."  says  Kathie 
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Kathie  Bailey 

as  she  talked  about  the  newsletter  that 
she  edits  on  a  monthly  basis  and  sends  to 
the  elementary  age  children.  "I  talk  to 
them  on  the  phone  to  make  sure  I  have 
something  to  include  about  each  of  them, 
and  it  takes  a  little  time,  but  it’s  worth 
it!” 

Besides  studies  and  church.  Kathie 
finds  time  to  write  to  nearly  20  students  in 
other  countries,  and  is  an  active  student 
Board  Member  at  the  Tulane  Wesley 
Foundation,  where  she  can  be  found  at 
most  functions  Kathie’s  home  is  in 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee  where  she  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  magna  cum  laude  graduate 
of  Milligan  College. 


Clinical  Pastoral  Training  offered 


An  advanced  course  in  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  entitled.  "Clinical 
Pastoral  Group  Counseling"  will  be 
offered  for  clergy  persons  at  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital  beginning 
Monday,  April  4,  1983.  according  to 
Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Director 
of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training 
Program.  Students  can  earn  two  hours  of 
Seminary  credit  with  the  continuing 
education  credit. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  Emphasis  will  focus  on 
training  in  group  dynamics  and  group 
counseling  with  the  student  observing 
and  participating  in  various  clinical 
groups  in  the  hospital.  Such  training  will 
better  enable  participants  to  utilize 
resources  available  in  the  local  church 
for  renewal  and  enrichment  groups  as 
well  as  developing  more  effective  task- 
oriented  groups. 

Three  primary  objectives  of  this 
course  will  be:  (1)  to  provide  the  student 
opportunities  to  learn  through 
observation  and  participation  in  a 
specialized  pastoral  counseling  approach 


through  actual  group  interaction  and 
therapy;  (2)  to  gain  insight  and 
interpersonal  skills  through  an  in-depth 
study  of  group  dynamics  as  they  affect 
individual  change;  and  (3)  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  interpersonal  learning 
through  a  close  supervision  with 
Supervisor  and  peer  group  interaction 
and  evaluation. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (318  )  484- 
6362  or  write  Chaplain  Friedrich  at 
Central  Hospital.  P.O.  Box  31.  Pineville. 
Louisiana  71360 


Note  from  the  Editor:  " The 
International  Lesson  Series  Preview ” 
will  be  featured  weekly.  Dr.  J.  Albert 
Trickett  will  be  writing  the  " preview "  in 
an  effort  to  assist  church  school 
members  in  preparing  for  their  Sunday 
lesson. 

By  Dr.  Albert  Trickett, 

Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Good  News  For  Outsiders 

( Lesson  for  March  27) 

By:  DR.  AL  TRICKETT 

Acts  8:25-38 

Earlier  in  Acts  8  we  read  that  Philip 
had  been  preaching  in  the  small  towns  of 
Samaria.  Samaria  "had  received  the 
word  of  God"  but,  though  the  converts 
had  been  baptized  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
they  had  not  yet  received  the  Holy  Spirit. 
So,  the  apostles  sent  Peter  and  John  to 
pray  that  they  receive  the  Holy  Spirit. 
They  were  successful  and  preached  in 
many  places. 

Philip  was  called  to  go  south  to  a  most 
unlikely  place  to  preach.  The  "desert 
road”  which  went  from  Jerusalem  to 
Gaza  was  truly  through  desert  terrain 
and  was  quite  deserted.  The  town  of  Gaza 
had  been  destroyed  in  93  B.C. ;  the  site 
was  called  "Desert  Gaza."  (A  new  Gaza, 
founded  nearby  in  57  B.C.,  was  still  in  its 
infancy  and  relatively  unimportant. )  It  is 
important  to  note  that  Philip  followed 
God’s  call  even  though  he  did  not  fully 
understand  what  he  was  to  do  and  even 
though  he  probably  would  have  chosen 
another  direction  of  travel. 

It  was  on  this  road  that  Philip  met  the 
Ethiopian  eunuch.  The  eunuch  was 
searching  for  something.  He  "had  come 
to  Jerusalem  to  worship"  (on  a 
pilgrimage).  He  was  seeking  something 
more  than  he  had,  something  which 
would  bring  fulfillment  to  his  life. 

It  is  to  the  inquiring,  seeking  mind  and 
heart  that  revelation  comes  most 
readily.  He  was  open  minded,  hoping  to 
find  that  mysterious  "something"  which 
seemed  to  give  joy  and  peace  of  mind  to 
others.  Is  it  not  the  same  today?  Surely 
God  speaks  to  even  the  closed  mind 
(we  ll  have  more  to  say  about  this  next 
week),  but  He  is  able  to  move  more 


quickly  and  deeply  into  the  open  mind. 
It’s  the  mind  that  is  able  to  relinquish 
prejudices  and  hatreds,  preconceptions 
and  envies  that  God  is  able  to  reach  most 
easily. 

The  eunuch  was  searching,  seeking 
something  more  spiritually  satisfying 
and  fulfilling  than  what  he  was 
experiencing  at  the  moment. 

Philip,  open  to  God’s  call  and  eager  to 
serve  his  Savior,  was  willing  to  share 
what  he  had  already  experienced  in  his 
own  life.  Seeing  the  eunuch  reading  from 
the  book  of  Isaiah  (and  probably  noting  a 
puzzled  look  on  the  eunuch’s  face),  he 
asked,  “Do  you  understand  what  you  are 
reading9"  Philip  was  willing  to  initiate 
the  conversation  which  led  to  eunuch’s 
conversion. 

Christians  must  be  willing  to  reach  out, 
to  initiate  relationships  that  lead  to 
Christian  experience. 

The  eunuch  asked  that  now-famous 
question,  “How  can  I,  unless  someone 
guides  me?"  He  was  willing  to  admit  his 
own  inability  to  understand  and  to  accept 
help  from  someone  who  could  explain 
"Then  Philip  opened  his  mouth,  and 
beginning  with  this  scripture,  he  told  him 
the  good  news  of  Jesus.  " 

We  must  always  begin  where  we  are 
Seize  the  present  situation  —  it’s  here, 
it’s  now!  And,  tell  the  good  news  of  Jesus 
Just  tell  it  and  the  good  news  itself  brings 
conversion.  It  brings  salvation. 

The  eunuch  asked  to  be  baptized  and. 
because  he  had  already  accepted  Christ 
in  his  heart,  Philip  took  him  into  a 
flowing  stream  and  baptized  him. 
Symbolically,  baptism  means  a 
cleansing  of  the  soul,  a  clean  break  from 
the  past  and  a  union  with  Christ  ( dying 
with  Christ  in  the  immersion  and  rising 
from  the  dead  on  emerging) .  The  eunuch 
was  a  new  man  in  Christ  and  tradition 
tells  us  that  Christianity  spread  to 
Ethiopia  through  his  witness. 

May  we,  as  disciples  of  the  risen  and 
living  Christ,  be  open  to  inspiration,  and 
willing  to  share  that  which  we  have  seen 
and  heard,  not  just  to  "our  kind,”  but  to 
all  of  God  s  children  everywhere. 
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Black  colleges  are 
encouraged  by  graduate  to 
shift  their  focus  from 
problems  to  solutions. 
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**********  Editoritd 

‘Love  your  enemies’  is  difficult 
but  relevant  approach  to  security 


Following  World  War  II,  the  United 
States  initiated  one  of  the  boldest  foreign 
aid  programs  ever  conceived  —  the 
“Marshall  Plan,”  named  for  Gen. 
George  Marshall,  then  Secretary  of 
State.  It  was  based  on  the  premise  that 
international  stability  required  at  least 
minimal  economic  and  military  security 
for  all  the  nations  devastated  by  the  war 
—  including  our  recently  defeated 
“enemies.” 

As  a  result  of  the  Marshall  Plan,  our 
former  adversaries  became  our 
strongest  allies  and  vital  contributors  in 
their  own  right  to  a  new  world  order 
which  inextricably  linked  their  security 
and  our  own.  And  its  long-term  dividends 
for  our  nation  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
continue  today,  35  years  after  its 
inception. 

The  Marshall  Plan  came  nostalgically 
to  mind  recently  as  we  read  the  remarks 
of  another  general,  Gen.  John  Vessey, 
the  current  chairman  of  our  nation’s 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  Appearing  before 
the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  to 
defend  the  Reagan  Administration’s 
request  for  greatly  increased  “security 
aid”  (military  assistance)  for  “friends” 
of  the  U.S.,  Gen.  Vessey  said :  “We  live  in 
a  dangerous  world ;  ‘wars  and  rumors  of 
wars’  abound.  It  is  not  only  a  dangerous 
world;  it  is  an  interconnected  world.  Our 

A  step  in  the 
right  direction 

A  recent  proposal  by  Rep.  Jim  Wright, 
majority  leader  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives,  for  a  kind  of  “joint 
Marshall  Plan”  to  promote  world  peace 
and  development  under  the  dual  auspices 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
may  or  may  not  be  feasible.  In  either 
case,  it  should  not  be  dismissed  without 
serious  and  sympathetic  scrutiny  (see 
preceding  editorial  and  news  story  in  the 
Reporter’s  March  11  issue). 

Under  Mr.  Wright’s  proposal,  the 
United  States  and  Soviet  Union  would 
each  deduct  $50  billion  annually  from 
their  military  budgets,  and  contribute 
same  for  the  next  five  years  to  a  special 
fund  for  peace-building  “humanitarian 
purposes”  throughout  the  world. 
According  to  the  congressman,  this  joint 
effort  would  make  available  enough 
money  to  provide  a  hospital,  schools  and 
a  supply  of  safe  drinking  water  for  every 
town  in  the  world  with  a  population  of 
10,000  or  more. 

It  would  be  naive  to  expect  either  U.S. 
or  Soviet  leaders  to  express  enthusiasm 
for  such  an  idea,  or  to  assume  that  Mr. 
Wright’s  proposal  is  devoid  of  partisan 
political  overtones.  It  is  a  welcome 
example,  however,  of  one  prominent 
national  leader  beginning  to  think  in  the 
right  direction. 

Fortunately,  we  are  not  required  to 
shun  good  ideas  which  originate  out  of 
something  less  than  totally  pure  motives. 
We  believe  Christians  should  let  our 
political  leaders  of  both  parties  know 
that  we  favor  efforts  like  Mr.  Wright's  to 
find  common  ground,  when  possible, 
with  our  “enemy.”  We  should  especially 
support  efforts  which  would  serve  to 
transfer  funds  from  weapons  procure¬ 
ment  to  the  alleviation  of  human  misery, 
which  so  often  provides  the  breeding 
ground  for  war. 

If  such  efforts  should  ever  receive  the 
same  level  of  interest  and  support  as  is 
now  being  expended  to  promote  a  new 
weapons  buildup  domestically,  and 
increased  military  aid  to  “friendly” 
countries,  the  desire  for  “national 
security”  —  and  also  a  dramatically 
more  secure  planet  —  would  then 
become  much  more  realistic  and 
obtainable. 


own  security  is  inescapably  linked  to  the 
security  of  our  allies,  friends,  and 
trading  partners.” 

Absent  from  the  general’s  otherwise 
accurate  statement  was  any  apparent 
awareness  that  our  world  is  so 
“dangerous”  precisely  because  it  is  so 
"interconnected.’’  or  that  danger 
increases  when  one  fails  to  take  into 
account  the  security  of  one’s  “enemies.” 
Consequently,  we  believe  that  a  serious 
“blind  spot”  is  revealed  when  Gen. 
Vessey,  or  anyone  else  involved  in 
foreign  policy  formulation,  limits  the 
discussion  about  national  interests  and 
national  security  to  one’s  own  nation  and 
its  allies.  To  the  extent  that  our 
adversaries  are  threatened,  or  perceive 
themselves  to  be  threatened,  by 
increased  "security”  expenditures  for 
ourselves  and  our  “friends,”  their 
predictably  hostile  reaction  has  the 
ironic  effect  of  making  us  all  less  —  not 
more  —  secure. 

The  current  civil  strife  in  several 
Central  American  countries  offers  a  good 
case  in  point.  The  competing  interests  in 
each  country  have  become  painfully 
complicated  by  their  relationship  to  the 
foreign  policy  interests  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  United  States.  While 
neither  superpower  is  directly  involved 
in  the  fighting,  each  is  forcefully 
represented  by  weapons,  ideology, 
advisers,  and/or  money.  No  action  by 
either  group  of  “friends”  can  be  properly 
understood  apart  from  the  interests  and 
actions  of  their  “enemies.”  The 
frightening  recent  escalation  of  the 
conflict  there  suggests,  among  other 
things,  the  refusal  by  all  parties  to 
recognize  their  basic  “interconnected¬ 
ness.” 

One  of  our  Lord’s  most  difficult 
teachings  to  believe  and  practice  is  "love 
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your  enemies.”  We  view  the  Marshall 
Plan  as  an  enlightened  effort  to  apply 
this  difficult  principle  of  Christian  living 
to  the  relationships  between  nations.  We 
see  few  evidences  of  similarly 
enlightened  thinking  coming  from 
Moscow,  Washington  or  elsewhere  today. 
World  survival  may  well  depend  on  the 
willingness  of  the  world’s  leaders  to 
recognize  the  practical  wisdom  of  our 
Lord's  teaching  about  “enemies.” 

As  Christians,  we  should  be  careful  not 
to  offer  ill-conceived,  simplistic  answers 
to  complex  worldly  issues.  We  should  not 
hesitate,  however,  to  confront  worldly 
wisdom  with  the  wisdom  of  God’s 
revelation  when  the  latter  is  apparent. 

In  this  case,  we  believe  our  elected 
leaders  should  be  informed  that  we,  as 
Christian  citizens,  cannot  support  efforts 
which  foolishly  seek  to  buy  “security” 
through  the  infusion  of  massive  amounts 
oPmilitary  aid  to  our  "friends”  without 
considering  the  decreased  sense  of 
“security”  this  will  cause  our  “enemies” 
to  feel.  In  the  absence  of  such 
consideration,  the  notion  of  “security 
aid”  is  a  cruel  illusion  and  a  mockery  of 
Christ’s  warnings  about  "wars  and 
rumors  of  wars.” 


By  DAVID  L.  SEVERE 

Do  you  remember  the  day  you  joined 
the  church?  Do  you  remember  the  day 
you  publicly  became  a  Christian?  In  the 
next  several  weeks  our  churches  will  be 
having  “Confirmation  Reception  Ser¬ 
vices”  of  one  style  or  another.  From 
brief  or  extended  sessions  with  the  pastor 
and  others,  there  they  will  stand,  fresh 
scrubbed,  eager,  hopefully  well  informed, 
and  holding  the  future  of  the  church  in 
their  hearts  and  hands. 

Often  I  am  told,  by  adults,  that  they 
only  vaguely  remember  that  day  in  their 
lives.  “We  all  stood  at  the  front  of  the 
church  .  the  preacher  asked  us  some 
questions,  and  we  all  mumbled  an 
answer  .  .  .  and  the  next  thing  we  knew 
they  told  ^us-.  we  were  members.” 
Thankfully,  in  increasing  numbers, 
churches  are  being  more  intentional, 
morejnformational,  and  more  personal 
in  their  confirmation  program.  In  the 
case  of  our  local  church,  we  receive  each 
confirmand  individually,  seeking  to 


imbue  that  event  with  a  personal  aspect 
which  sometimes  in  the  past  was 
overlooked  in  the  “mass”  receptions  of 
confirmation  classes. 

What  is  confirmation?  The  term  is  not 
new,  but  it  is  not  all  that  familiar  to  many 
United  Methodists,  much  less  understood 
Living,  as  many  of  us  do,  in  an  area  of  the 
world  dominated  by  churches  who  use 
much  different  methods  to  bring  people 
into  the  church’s  membership  —  chiefly 
the  revival  and  emotional  conversion 
methods  —  many  do  not  understand  why 
the  United  Methodist  Church  emphasizes 
confirmation,  or  what  it  is  all  about. 

Confirmation  is  both  a  process  and  an 
event.  For  most  of  the  young  people  who 
will  be  in  the  confirmation  classes  this 
spring,  the  process  has  been  going  on  for 
many  years.  They  have  been  in  the 
church  school,  and  in  the  life  of  the 
church  most  of  their  lives.  Many  of  them 
have  been  baptized  preparatory 
members  since  infancy.  They  have  been 
Christians-in-process.  They  have  wor- 


Here  I  Stand 

‘Time  for  war’  can 
be  cured  by  gospel 


By  JOHN  M.  DUNNACK 

In  Ecclesiastes,  chapter  2,  there  is  a 
most  beautiful  sentence:  “For  everything 
there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  for  every 
matter  under  heaven.”  There  follows  a 
series  of  opposites  that  each  have  their 
“time.”  The  list  ends  at  verse  8  with 
"...  a  time  for  war  and  a  time  for  peace.” 

It  would  be  good  to  be  clear  on  what 
time  we  are  in. 

We  are  in  a  time  when  the  cry  against 
war  increases  daily.  Massive  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  escalating  editorial  attention 
mark  this  time.  Yet  we  are  also  in  a  time, 
I  believe,  when  the  practice  of  war  is 
increasing,  perhaps  parallel  to  the  cry 
against  it. 

We  are  in  a  time  when  it  is  said  that 
nuclear  war  in  unthinkable,  yet  for  half  a 
century  it  has  been  thought  of  and 
worked  at  constantly.  Beyond  that,  it  is 
more  than  40  years  since  we  more  than 
thought  of  nuclear  war:  we  actually 
waged  one! 

The  evidence  of  what  time  we  are  in 
keeps  us  from  fooling  ourselves.  We  have 
to  do  no  more  than  read  today’s  paper  to 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Fullness  of  life  is  adoption  goal 


To  the  Editor: 

John  Lovelace’s  article  on  “open 
adoption”  in  the  March  4  issue  seems 
to  perpetuate  some  of  the  mis¬ 
understanding  of  terms  frequently 
encountered  in  the  adoption  community. 
Until  recently  the  term  “open  records” 
was  the  only  one  we  had  to  contend  with 
and  now  we  are  confronted  with  “open 
adoption.” 

We  have  four  children,  two  of  whom 
are  adopted.  In  pursuing  the  adoption  of 
our  two  children  we  were  routinely  given 
profiles  of  parents,  family  histories  and 
all  pertinent  information  as  to  the 
children’s  histories.  We  were  also 
informed  routinely  as  to  whether  the 
birth-parents  would  be  open  to  meeting 
the  children  at  the  age  of  maturity,  and 
we  were  offered  the  opportunity  to 
provide  a  running  commentary  on  our 
children’s  growth  and  progress  to  be 
available  to  the  birth  parents.  In  our  case 
there  was  no  photo  offered  by  the  birth 
parents,  but  if  this  had  been  done,  we 
would  have  been  allowed  to  see  it.  All  this 
was  done  in  a  routine  way  by  a  California 
state  agency.  The  only  thing  they  did  not 
do  was  reveal  the  identity  or  identifying 
information  on  birth  parents,  since  this  is 
still  against  the  law  in  California. 

This  is  not  “open  adoption”  in  my 
understanding  of  the  term.  “Open 
adoption”  refers  to  the  full  disclosure  of 
identifying  information  to  parties  on  all 
sides  of  an  adoption.  This  information  is 
issued  at  the  time  of  adoption  and  opens 
the  door  for  continuing  contact  during 
the  formative  years  of  the  child’s  life.  I 
do  not  know  yet  how  I  would  respond  to 
an  overall  move  for  open  adoption  in 
California. 

One  of  the  key  issues  is  that  every 
adoption  carries  with  it  a  different 
history  and  set  of  circumstances,  and  a 
blanket  open  adoption  process  may  not 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Humble,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  600  member- 
families  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Humble,  Texas  (Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Humble,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor  ' 
And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


serve  the  needs  of  birth  parents  or 
adoptive  children,  or  anyone  involved  in 
the  triangle.  However,  we  need  to  be 
clear  in  our  use  of  terms  since  we  may  be 
disagreeing  or  agreeing  on  terms  which 
we  define  differently  and  this  creates 
confusion  in  the  adoption  as  well  as  the 
public  eye. 

Our  one  overriding  concern  in  this 
issue  has  got  to  be  the  welfare  and  best 
interest  not  of  the  birth  or  adoptive 
parents,  but  of  the  children.  They  are  the 
treasures  whom  the  Lord  has  given  to  us 
and  we  are  responsible  for  doing 
whatever  will  bring  them  to  the  fullness 
of  life. 

Paul  and  Linda  Dinkel 
Julian,  California 

Theology  editorial 
praised  and  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

You  are  to  be  commended  for  your 
Christian  understanding  and  liberality  of 
viewpoint  as  shown  in  your  fine 
editorials.  I  especially  thank  you  for  the 
one  on  "liberation  theology”  in  the 
Reporter’s  March  11  issue.  Most 
Christians  do  not  realize  the  extent  to 
which  their  interpretation  of  the 
Christian  faith  is  determined  by  the 
context  (ethnic,  social,  economic  and 
political)  in  which  they  live. 

Permit  me  to  make  a  comment  about 
your  reference  to  “Dr.  Bonino”  which  is 
related  to  your  “Anglo”  background. 
Many  Hispanics  use  a  double  surname 
which  comes  from  both  parents.  In  the 
case  in  point,  Miguez  is  his  paternal 
surname,  and  Bonino  is  his  maternal 
family  name.  If  only  one  surname  is 
used,  it  should  be  the  paternal  one  so  that 
he  would  be  referred  to  as  Dr.  Miguez. 
The  surnames  are  not  always  easily 
identified  as  such,  especially  if  they  are 
not  as  familiar  as  Perez,  Rivera  and 
Gonzalez.  In  general  you  can  count  on  a 
name  which  ends  in  -ez  as  being  a 
surname.  Of  course  it  would  be  helpful  to 
us  “Anglos”  if  the  “Hispanics”  would 
hyphenate  their  double  surnames,  but 
that  is  usually  not  their  custom. 

Since  one’s  name  is  such  an  important 
part  of  one’s  identity,  I  think  that  it 
behooves  us,  in  the  churches  especially, 
to  be  aware  of  usages  pertaining  to 
names  in  order  that  we  do  not  offend 
persons  of  whom  we  speak. 

1  trust  that  you  will  not  be  offended  by 
having  this  matter  called  to  your 
attention. 

Wilma  Mosholder 
Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania 

CBS  sponsors  editorial 
‘third  grade  lashing  out’ 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  anti-CBS  editorial  and  the 
companion  box  giving  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  sponsors  of  the  "60 
Minutes"  broadcast  on  the  National  and 
World  Councils  of  Churches  is  third- 


grade  lashing  out  (see  UMR,  Mar.  4). 

Sure,  you  put  in  the  appropriate  words 
to'  protect  yourself  from  attack  if 
someone  accuses  you  of  being  un- 
Christian,  angry,  belligerent  or  revenge¬ 
ful,  but  we  all  know  that  what  you  were 
really  doing  is  asking  all  those  who  “love 
the  United  Methodist  Church”  to  write  a 
blizzard  of  letters  telling  those  people  off 
and  saying  they  were  going  to  boycott 
their  products. 

Are  we  supposed  to  listen  to  our 
preachers  say,  "Be  ye  therefore 
perfect,"  "Blessed  are  the  meek,”  "Turn 
the  other  cheek,"  and  "Repent,”  while 
our  leaders  say  defensively  that  we  are 
only  human,  and  we  are  really  good  guys 
although  some  of  what  we  do  is  a  bit 
"iffy,”  and  we  are  going  to  sic  our  people 
on  you  for  criticizing  us. 

Dignity  would  demand  just  one 
response  to  an  attack,  if  there  is  any 
truth;  admit  it  and  correct  it;  if  there  is 
any  question,  have  an  impartial  investi¬ 
gation  and  if  there  is  something  that 
needs  correcting,  do  so. 

Some  thought  might  also  be  given  to 
what  is  being  told  the  people  who  love 
God  and  give  to  Him  through  the  church. 
Are  we  only  to  put  our  offerings  on  the 
altar  and  be  told  that  we  have  no  right  to 
question  our  leaders  who  are  so  much 
smarter  and  more  religious  than  we  are, 
and  it’s  bad  to  find  fault  with  their 
intrusions  into  international  politics  and 
diplomacy? 

T.  J.  Johnson 

Independence,  Missouri 

Thanks  for  publishing 
‘60  Minutes’ sponsors 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the  sponsors 
of  the  Jan.  23  "60  Minutes”  program.  I 
have  written  them  to  express  my 
extreme  sorrow  over  the  damage  that 
this  program  entitled  “The  Gospel 
According  to  Whom”  has  done  to  the 
ministry  of  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches. 

Human  misery  across  this  globe  will 
undoubtedly  be  increased  because  of  that 
extremely  biased  piece  of  journalism. 
Clearly,  there  is  no  institution  upon  the 
face  of  this  earth  that  is  perfect  and 
without  flaws,  and  the  eye  of  scrutiny 
should,  indeed,  fall  upon  that  which 
needs  to  be  changed.  However,  due  to  the 
unfair  presentation  by  “60  Minutes,” 
untold  nameless  hundreds  of  human 
beings  will  suffer  because  the  money  to 
minister  will  simply  not  be  there. 

I  can  hardly  believe  that  upstanding 
businesses  would  desire  to  be  associated 
with  a  program  which  is  contributing  to 
human  suffering.  People  are  going  to 
continue  to  hear  from  me  on  this  issue  for 
I  truly  believe  that  truth  has  been 
misrepresented.  The  mandate  of  God, 
the  Father  will  not  allow  silence. 

Earl  H.  Dawson 

Longview,  Texas 


John  Dunnack 

know  we  are  in  the  time  for  war. 

The  reality  of  our  Lord’s  prophecy  in 
Matthew  24:6,7  is  clear.  “And  you  wilt 
hear  of  wars  and  rumors  of  wars;  see 
that  you  are  not  alarmed;  for  this  must 
take  place,  but  the  end  is  not  yet.  For 
nation  will  rise  against  nation  and 
kingdom  against  kingdom  .  .  .” 

Even  more  crucial  than  knowing  that 
we  are  in  the  time  for  war  is  passing 
from  it  to  the  time  for  peace.  I  know  of  no 
sane  person  who  wants  anything  but  the 
time  of  peace. 

The  disagreements  of  our  time  center 
on  how  to  usher  in  the  time  for  peace. 
Styles  range  from  world  conquest  by  one 
power  to  total  unilateral  disarmament. 
The  popular  approach  currently  is  multi¬ 
lateral  verifiable  disarmament. 

To  evaluate  this  popular  approach  to 
the  commonly-held  goal  it  is  necessary  to 
see  that  armament  is  a  symptom  of  a 
deeper  disease.  The  aches  and  fever  of  a 
cold  could  be  roughly  analogous.  We  use 
aspirin  to  give  symptomatic  relief  of 
colds  or  flu,  understanding  that  we  are 
getting  no  more  than  a  temporary  relief 
from  the  discomfort  and  that  we  are 
quite  vulnerable  to  the  n&xt  cold  or  flu 
germ  that  comes  along. 

Disarmament  is  symptomatic  relief 
and  certainly  no  cure  for  anything.  It 
follows  that  disarmament  will  not  carry 
us  into  the  time  of  peace,  only  make  the 
time  of  war  a  trifle  less  terrifying.  That 
is  not  good  enough !  It  cannot  be  our  core 
strategy.  We  need  disarmament  as  we 
need  aspirin,  but  our  main  business  must 
be  curative  medicine. 

War  itself  is  a  symptom.  It  indicates 
the  presence  of  the  eternal  conflict 
between  God’s  holiness  and  the  sin¬ 
fulness  of  humankind  (James  4: 1-4). 

In  the  same  passage  where  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  prophesies  the  reality  of  the 
time  for  war  (Mt.  24:6,7),  He  declares 
the  formula  for  the  wonder  drug  that  will 
cure  our  “warring  madness”  and 
transport  us  to  the  time  of  peace. 
Consider  verse  14  of  Matthew  24:  “And 
this  gospel  of  the  kingdom  will  be 
preached  throughout  the  whole  world,  as 
a  testimony  to  all  nations;  and  then  the 
end  will  come.”  (Emphasis  mine) 
EVANGELISM  is  the  God-given, 
Christ-endorsed,  Holy  Spirit-empowered 
miracle  cure  for  the  time  for  war.  When 
the  church  has  proclaimed  the  good  news 
of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  alone  for  eternal 
salvation  from  sin  and  death  to  the 
farthest  corners  of  our  globe,  to  every 
hidden  people  near  and  far,  then  will  ' 
come  peace! 

We  speed  the  day  of  world  peace  and 
cessation  of  all  hostilities  when  we  put  on 
the  whole  armor  of  God  (Eph.  6:10-20) 
and  go  forth  preaching!  We  delay  the 
cause  of  true  peace  when  we  focus  only 
on  symptomatic  remedy. 

Until  the  one  task  of  world 
evangelization  is  completed  through  the 
commitment  of  our  money,  time,  will 
and  creative  intelligence,  the  time  for 
war  remains. 

If  the  church  dares  to  declare  itself 
serious  about  “peace  with  justice,”  it 
must  show  itself  serious  about 
evangelism ! 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  John 
M.  Dunnack,  is  pastor  of  Mt.  Salem  and 
Mt.  Lebanon  United  Methodist  Charge  in 
Wilmington.  Delaware  (Peninsula  Con¬ 
ference). 


David  Severe 
shiped  God,  read  the  Bible,  loved  Jesus, 
and  have  been  learning  all  along  about 
Jesus’  way  of  life  for  them. 

As  an  event,  confirmation  takes  place 
when  young  persons  reach  an  age  when 
they  are  ready  to  assume  “full” 
membership  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
They  are  ready  to  make  their  public, 
vows  of  faith  in  Christ,  God,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  Scriptures  and  the  Church. 
They  are  ready  to  affirm  in  a  public 
worship  service  their  intentions  to  be 
faithful  followers  of  Christ  all  of  their 
lives,  and  for  the  minister  to  "confirm” 
them  as  such.  It  is  a  time  to  make  a 
conscious  decision  for  Christ. 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church  we 
believe  in  the  nurturing  process. 
Confirmation  is  an  event  which  marks  a 
personal  decision  to  be  responsible  for 
one’s  life  and  growth  as  a  Christian 
disciple.  It  is  not  the  end  of  the  journey, 
but  a  significant  event  in  a  life-long 
process.  They  will  continue  to  be 
nurtured,  just  as  in  the  past,  but  with 
more  of  a  sense  of  their  own 
responsibility  to  place  themselves  where 
growth  can  continue. 

So  for  most,  confirmation  marks  a  new 
beginning  in  a  continuing  journey,  not  a 
radical  departure  or  a  change  of  direc¬ 
tions.  Of  course,  there  are  always  persons 
in  our  midst  who  have  not  been  a  part  of 
the  nurturing  process  of  the  church,  and 
for  whom  a  dramatic  conversion  experi¬ 
ence  is  both  appropriate  and  needful. 
But  the  concern  I  am  addressing  here  is 
that  we  make  the  confirmation  experience 
clear,  corporate  and  personal. 

There  are  other  Christian  communions 
who  do  not  use  the  language  or  the 
process  we  use.  Sometimes  these  groups 
use  emotion,  guilt  and  fear  to  bring 
persons  to  a  psychological  point  of 
trauma,  beyond  which  they  are  told  they 
have  been  “saved.”  And  sometimes 
these  groups  try  to  tell  our  young  people 
that  because  they  have  been  through  that 
kind  of  process,  they  are  not  saved.  We 
must  help  our  people  understand  the  dif¬ 
ference  and  validity  of  our  own  language 
and  methods.  Other  churches’  methods 
are  their  business.  I  may  disagree  with 
them,  but  they  are  free  to  do  as  they 
please.  But  we  need  not  be  apologetic  that 
those  methods,  and  that  terminology  are 
not  usually  found  helpful  in  our  church. 
If  we  have,  for  all  of  a  child’s  life,  been 
telling  him/her  that  “God  is  Love,”  then 
who  is  the  god  which  makes  fear  and 
trauma  a  prerequisite  for  salvation. 

As  for  me,  when  someone  asks:  “When 
were  you  saved?”  I  answer,  “On  a 
Friday  afternoon,  about  thrpe  o’clock  .  .  . 
in  a  dusty  out-of-the-way  corner  of  the 
world,  at  the  city  dump  of  Jerusalem.”  . 

And  if  you  ask  me  when  I  found  out 
about  this  salvation  I  would  say:  “In 
some  ways,  I  think  I  knew  about  it  all  of 
my  life.  My  parents,  my  Sunday  School 
teachers,  my  ministers,  my  church, 
surrounded  me  with  an  awareness  of 
God’s  love  for  me,  since  before  I  was 
conscious  of  it." 

If  you  inquire  as  to  when  I  responded  to 
that  love,  I  would  say:  “In  some  ways,  I 
responded  early,  in  wanting  to  learn, 
wanting  to  be  with  others  who  also  knew 
this  love.”  And  on  one  particular  Sunday 
morning,  I  decided  to  respond  to  that 
love  by  publicly  vowing  to  be  a  disciple  of 
love  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  A  minister 
laid  his  hand  on  my  head  and  said: 
“David,  the  Lord  defend  you  with  his 
heavenly  grace  and  by  his  Spirit  confirm 
you  in  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  all  true 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen!  ” 

And  you  know  what?  The  Lord  has 
done  just  that! 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
David  L.  Severe,  is  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Ada,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma 
Conference). 
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In  wake  of  magazine,  TV  attacks 

Church  told  ‘get  house  in  order’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  The  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  and  the  main¬ 
line  Protestant  denominations  need  to 
“clean  up  their  act,”  NCC  officials  were 
told  here  recently. 

In  a  presentation  which  drew  spirited 
responses,  the  Rev.  James  Wall,  editor  of 
The  Christian  Century  magazine,  said 
that  the  social  action  strategies  of  the 
NCC  and  the  mainline  churches  “must  be 
restored  from  a  primarily  political  to  a 
Christian  basis.” 

Dr.  Wall,  a  United  Methodist,  told  the 
NCC  Information  Unit  Committee  that 
the  council  and  some  churches  had  made 
themselves  “vulnerable  to  attacks”  such 
as  those  from  Reader’s  Digest  and  “60 
Minutes”  because  they  have  “allowed 
their  operations  to  be  too  closely  related 
to  certain  political  ideologies  —  and 
usually  those  of  the  left.” 

Solutions  ‘set  by  world’ 

“Not  only  is  the  agenda  being  set  by 
the  world,”  Dr.  Wall  said,  “but  also  the 
answers  are  too  often  set  by  the  world.  ’ ’ 
The  editor,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Information  Committee,  was  invited 
along  with  several  other  members  and 
an  outside  observer,  to  give  their 
“perspective"  on  the  situation  and  issues 
behind  the  “recent  media  attacks"  on  the 
NCC  by  Reader’s  Digest  and  “60 
Minutes." 

The  committee  members  firmly 
rejected  a  recommendation  that  the 
afternoon  discussion  be  closed  to  the 
press  because  of  possible  litigation.  The 
Reporter  learned  later,  however,  that 
Adam  Zagorin,  a  correspondent  for  Time 
magazine,  was  denied  admission  by  the 
NCC  Information  Office  director, 
Warren  Day,  before  the  meeting 
convened. 

While  denouncing  the  media  attacks 
and  the  Institute  of  Religion  and 
Democracy  as  using  “a  hatchet  rather 
than  a  scalpel”  to  deal  with  this  problem, 
Dr.  Wall  told  committee  members  and 
NCC  staff  visitors  that  they  ought  to  pay 
more  attention  to  their  critics  and  do 
some  confessing  of  their  own.  “The 
problem  has  existed  for  20  years;  it  was 
just  waiting  to  be  presented  to  us. 
Average  church  members  have  been 
genuinely  concerned  about  the  leftist 
bent  of  the  churches  and  were  just 
waiting  for  someone  to  articulate  their 
concerns. 

“What  is  really  needed  is  a  change  of 
attitude  in  the  council  and  in  the  mainline 
denominations,"  Dr.  Wall  continued. 
“We  have  repeatedly  embraced  causes 
without  acknowledging  their  defects. 
That  puts  d3  in  a  weak  position  and 
makes  it  difficult  to  criticize  them  when 
theif  faults  become  obvious.” 

He  went  on  to  cite  several  examples  of 
causes  related  to  issues,  such  as  infant 
formula  and  nuclear  power,  and  to 


countries  such  as  Nicaragua  and 
Zimbabwe. 

“The  churches  got  into  the  infant 
formula  controversy  because  of  their 
need  to  deal  with  capitalist  entities  in 
Africa,”  he  claimed. 

Of  Nicaragua,  he  told  of  visiting  NCC 
headquarters  at  475  Riverside  Drive 
to  seek  information  on  Nicaragua  and  be¬ 
ing  given  mostly  the  “romantic,  re¬ 
volutionary  rhetoric  of  the  left.”  When 
he  challenged  the  staff  member  with  the 
suggestion  that  it  was  time  the  church 
denounce  Nicaragua’s  mistreatment  of 
the  Miskito  Indians,  he  was  told,  “We 
cannot  afford  to  indulge  in  that  kind  of 
criticism  as  long  as  people  are 
oppressed.” 

“Political  ideology,  not  the  Christian 
faith,”  Dr.  Wall  asserted,  “is  the  basis 
for  that  staff  member’s  statements.” 

He  asserted  that,  similarly,  there  was 
“no  theological  grappling  with  the 
nuclear  power  issues"  by  the  NCC’s 
governing  board  but  a  wholesale 
adoption  of  “both  agenda  and  answers” 
in  1979  from  the  anti-nuclear  movements. 


Of  Zimbabwe,  he  said,  "It’s  time  for 
the  churches  to  denounce  the 
government’s  treatment  of  its  political 
competitors  out  of  office.”  (He  was 
referring  to  the  recent  forced  exile  of 
opposition  leader  Joshua  Nkomo  and  the 
arrest  of  his  entire  family  by  the 
Zimbabwe  government). 

Dr.  Wall’s  assessment  was  challenged 
by  the  Rev.  William  Howard,  a  former 
NCC  president  and  executive  for  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  who  asked 
if  he  wasn’t  suggesting  the  churches 
should  be  “neutral.”  The  editor 
responded  by  citing  the  Pope’s  recent 
Central  America  trip. 

“I  think  the  Pope  was  very  skillful  on 
his  trip,  denouncing  Guatemala’s  denial 
of  human  rights  on  the  one  hand  and 
Nicaragua’s  politicization  of  the  church 
on  the  other.  We  haven’t  done  that,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Wall  added  that  "the  very  fact  we 
take  up  certain  issues  troubles  me;  they 
appear  to  be  the  favorite  hobby  horses  of 
top  church  executives.  Staff  members 
have  a  way  of  setting  the  agenda  .  .  . 


There  are  too  many  places  where  staff 
are  able  to  manipulate  resolutions  and 
get  them  passed.” 

The  editor  said  this  is  a  problem 
primarily  related  to  the  structures  of  the 
NCC  and  various  denominations  rather 
than  ill-intentioned  persons  on  their 
staffs. 

His  analysis  of  how  the  NCC  and  some 
mainline  denominational  groups  get 
involved  in  leftist  causes  is  that  church 
leaders  look  at  poverty,  oppression  and 
injustice  and  want  to  “do  something. 
We  look  around  to  see  who  else  is  doing 
something.  We  usually  find  ‘purist’ 
groups  with  very  precise  solutions  to 
offer,  such  as  environmentalists, 
feminists  or  whatever.  And  those 
alliances  tend  to  be  formed  on  the  left  of 
the  political  spectrum,”  he  said. 

However,  it  is  just  as  easy  to  form 
alliances  on  the  right,  he  said,  which  is 
exactly  what  the  Institute  for  Religion 
and  Democracy  has  done.  Dr.  Wall  said 
the  same  charge  —  of  overidentification 
with  a  political  ideology  —  should  be 
made  against  the  IRD. 

Credibility  being  squandered 

Gary  Rowe,  a  member  of  the 
committee  and  a  press  officer  for  Sen. 
Charles  Percy  of  Illinois,  said  in  his 
prepared  remarks  that  the  church  is 
‘squandering  its  credibility  recklessly” 
by  associating  with  so  many  radical 
groups. 

“The  church  needs  to  choose  its  ground 
more  carefully.”  He  said  he  sees  “hordes 
of  radical  narcissist  personalities  who 
present  themselves  as  religious  leaders. 

“They  get  attention,”  he  said.  “I  know 
they  don’t  represent  the  church,  but  most 
people  don’t  know  that.” 

He  said  a  “radical  narcissist”  is  a  type 
of  personality  in  which  radicalism  is  a 
substitute  for  religion.  He  said  such 
persons  have  little  capacity  for  self- 
criticism  or  for  reality  checks. 

Believing  that  society  has  no  future, 
they  tend  to  say,  “Don’t  bother  me  with 
the  facts ;  get  out  of  El  Salvador. 

Mr.  Rowe  said  that  "to  the  degree  to 
which  the  council  and  the  mainline 
denominations  are  identified  with  such 
personalities,  their  credibility  is 
squandered." 

Betty  Thompson,  an  executive  with 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  staff,  compared  the 
NCC’s  critics  of  the  1950s  with  those  of 
the  present. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  the  critics  of  today 
have  the  same  agenda  —  to  destroy 
confidence  in  the  churches  —  but  that 
they  have  some  new  things  going  for 
them:  new  leadership,  new  money  and 
new  media  access  and  impact. 

“We  didn’t  have  corporate  America 
behind  our  critics  before,”  she  said, 
alluding  to  the  foundations  supporting 
the  Institute  for  Religion  and  Democ¬ 
racy. 


Special  report... 

on  the  National  Council 
—April  1  and  8  issues  — 


•  Is  there  a  sympathetic  “tilt" 
toward  left-wing  political  groups  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
numerous  “mainline”  denomination¬ 
al  groups  which  are  related  to  it? 

•  Are  the  NCC  and  its  supporters 
more  political  than  religious  in 
orientation? 

•  Do  contributions  from  local 
churches  sometimes  fund  political 
revolution? 

•  Is  there  a  calculated  effort  to 
promote  a  right-wing  political 
ideology  by  discrediting  the  NCC’s 
justice  ministries? 

Many  opinions  have  been  expressed 
about  the  answers  to  these  questions, 
first  in  the  critical  report  about  the 
NCC  by  Reader’s  Digest  and  “60 
Minutes”  during  January,  and 
subsequently  by  defenders  and  other 
critics  of  the  NCC.  Usually,  however, 
facts  have  been  cited  selectively  to 
support  a  point  of  view.  Few  com¬ 
prehensive  efforts  have  been  made 
to  find  out  whether,  and  to  what 
degree,  the  various  charges  and  coun¬ 
tercharges  have  any  basis  in  fact. 

In  the  hope  of  discovering  factual 
answers  to  these  and  many  other 
questions,  since  early  February,  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  staff  has 
been  engaged  in  the  most  extensive 


and  intensive  investigative  effort  in 
the  paper’s  history.  Our  research  has 
included  reading  hundreds  of  pages  of 
NCC  documents  and  conducting  on- 
the-spot  interviews  with  numerous 
NCC  leaders. 

We  also  conducted  similar  research 
and  interviews  among  the  NCC’s 
harshest  critics. 

Some  of  the  answers  we  discovered 
were  predictable;  others  were 
surprising.  Together  they  represent 
an  illuminating  portrait  of  the  NCC 
which  neither  seeks  to  hide  its 
weaknesses  nor  disregard  its 
strengths.  They  also  provide  insights 
regarding  the  motives  and  agenda  of 
the  fledgling  organization  which  has 
emerged  as  a  chief  critic  of  the  NCC, 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy. 

Because  of  the  unusual  concern  that 
the  issues  have  aroused,  and  the 
importance  which  they  hold  for  the 
church’s  mission,  we  are  devoting  two 
full  pages  each  in  consecutive  issues 
of  the  Reporter  to  the  presentation  of 
our  findings. 

If  you  are  interested  in,  concerned 
about,  or  baffled  by  the  issues  which 
have  been  raised,  you  will  want  to 
read,  and  save  for  future  reference, 
the  special  reports  in  the  April  1  and 
April  8, 1983  issues  of  the  Reporter. 


Concern  over  charges  increases 


Bishops  delay 
panel  decision 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  -  The  request  for  a  United 
Methodist  "blue  ribbon”  panel  to 
investigate  allegations  about  the  World 
and  National  Councils  of  Churches  will 
be  considered  by  the  entire  membership 
of  the  UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops  in  Little 
Rock  in  May. 

The  nine-member  executive 
committee  of  the  council  decided  here 
last  week  that  "because  the  issues 
.  involved  are  of  such  gravity,”  the  entire 
45-member  council  should  make  the 
decision,  the  president  of  the  council  told 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Houston, 
said  he  has  received  more  than  3,000 
“earnest  pleas”  from  every  quarter  of 


the  church  petitioning  for  the  creation  of 
a  “blue-ribbon”  panel.  “Most  write  that 
serious  charges  have  been  made  publicly 
and  they  want  factual  answers,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  emphasized  that 
the  council  will  utilize  its  “normal 
procedures”  to  respond  to  this  request 
first  made  in  January  by  133  district 
superintendents  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  meeting  at  Epworth-By- 
The-Sea,  Ga. 

The  executive  committee  revised  the 
agenda  for  its  May  2-6  meeting  in  Little 
Rock  to  include  a  public  gathering  May  3 
from  2  to  5  p.m. 

During  that  period  several  bishops, 
who  are  related  to  the  general  agencies 
which  work  closely  with  the  two 
ecumenical  councils,  will  make 
presentations.  After  their  statements, 
there  will  be  time  for  discussion  and 
questions.  Then  the  matter  will  be 
referred  to  the  four  standing  committees 
of  th^  council  for  a  recommended  course 
of  action,  Bishop  Crutchfield  said. 


IRD  issues 
document 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  48-page 
booklet,  claiming  to  document  charges  of 
a  leftist  bias  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  as  well  as  by  elements  in  other 
religious  bodies  in  the  United  States,  was 
released  March  14  here  by  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy. 

“It  seems  to  some  of  us  the  National 
Council  has  been  stonewalling,”  the  Rev. 
Edmund  W.  Robb,  the  United  Methodist 
who  chairs  the  IRD  executive 
committee,  said  at  the  news  conference 
where  the  study  was  introduced.  “This 
document  demonstrates  a  pattern  of 
support  for  the  radical  left.” 

At  NCC  headquarters  in  New  York 
City,  Warren  Day,  director  of 
information,  said  the  IRD  “has  not 
bothered  to  look  at  the  answers  we  give 


because  they  are  not  the  answers  they 
want  to  hear.”  (Editor’s  note:  The 
Reporter  counted  11  references  to  the 
NCC’s  response  to  the  Reader’s  Digest 
among  the  booklet’s  126  footnoted  items.) 

Mr.  Day,  who  had  received  an  advance 
copy  of  the  document,  said  it  is  mainly  a 
repeat  of  charges  already  made  and 
refuted  by  the  vast  majority  of  reporters 
commenting  on  them. 

A  United  Methodist  mentioned  at 
several  points  in  the  document  is  the 
Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  director  of  the 
NCC’s  Church  World  Service.  Dr. 
McCleary  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  he  had  been  able  only  to  skim  the 
study,  but  that  it  appeared  to  contain  the 
same  type  of  criticism  that  has  been 
raised  by  IRD  before. 

Penn  Kemble,  a  researcher  and 
member  of  the  IRD  board  of  directors, 
said  that  "much  of  the  information  has 
been  available  for  sometime,  but  this  is 
the  first  time  it  has  been  brought 
together.” 


People  in  the  neWS  •••  Karate  expert  credits  God 


Bill  Robinson  combines  karate  and  witnessing  for  Christ. 


By  PATRICIA  JONES 
Three  men  from  the  audience 
struggled  to  bend  young  Bill  Robinson’s 
extended  arm,  but  it  remained  in 
position. 

“The  Lord  is  my  strength,”  said  Bill, 
a  member  of  Emmanuel  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Church  in  Burton,  Michigan.  “I 
believe  that  the  most  strength  of  the 
body  is  not  found  in  your  muscles,  but  in 

your  spirit  and  mind.”  He  was  giving  a 
witness/demonstration  of  the  martial 
arts  to  a  church  group. 


The  basis  of  that  strength  for  him,  he 
explained,  is  faith  in  God,  not  Zen 
Buddhism,  as  might  be  expected  from  a 
karate  and  kung  fu  expert.  He  has 
developed  a  philosophy  that  reconciles 
the  violence  of  the  martial  arts  with  the 
way  of  peace  that  the  Bible  teaches, 
and  he  finds  himself  quoting  often  from 
the  books  of  Psalms  and  Proverbs. 

He  continued  his  program. 

Calling  for  another  volunteer.  Bill 
remarked  that  a  deep  faith  in  the  Lord 
gives  a  person  confidence  and  courage 
to  meet  danger.  “As  we  are  told  in 
Psalm  3,  the  Lord  is  our  shield.” 

He  gave  the  volunteer  a  4"  padded 
shield  and  told  him  to  hold  it  up  before 
him.  With  a  flick  of  his  wrist.  Bill 
projected  the  man  a  distance  of  five  or 
six  feet. 

He  quickly  pointed  out  that  with  the 
shield  (which  represented  the  Lord) 
protecting  him,  the  volunteer  was  not 
hurt. 

“Psalms  27-28  and  46  hold  the  key  to 
strength  of  all  types,”  he  asserted. 
“Strength  must  be  built  first  in  your 
mind  and  soul,  and  that  comes  from 
your  faith.” 

In  five  minutes  time,  in  front  of  his 
audience,  he  taught  another  volunteer 
how  to  apply  his  faith  and  transfer  the 
strength  in  his  mind  to  his  hands.  The 
volunteer  was  then  able  to  break  a  one 
inch  thick  board  with  his  hand. 


“Witnessing  for  Christ  in  the  garb  of 
a  martial  arts  instructor  may  at  first 
seem  incongruous,”  commented  the 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Secrist,  pastor  at 
Burton  Emmanuel  UMC.  He 
encouraged  Bill  to  develop  the  lively 
program  that  combines  demonstrating 
and  witnessing. 

Christian  beliefs  and  the  philosophy 
basic  to  kung  fu  are  not  so  far  apart  as 
they  may  seem,  he  explains.  Both 
include  a  respect  for  the  mind  as  well  as 
the  body  and  stress  training  of  the 
whole  being.  Both  believe,  though  to 
differing  degrees,  in  avoiding  violence 
and  both  include  meditation. 

Asked  to  compare  the  two  kinds  of 
meditation,  Bill  answers,  “The 
Buddhist  meditation  stresses  a 
relaxation  and  oneness  with  yourself, 
your  surroundings  and  the  universe.” 

On  the  other  hand,  "Christian 
meditation  stresses  a  oneness  with  the 
Lord,  communication  with  the  creator 
of  the  universe.  It’s  easy  to  see  which 
one  outranks  the  others,”  he  says 
conclusively. 

As  he  defines  it,  Zen  is  a  spiritual 
discipline  for  the  body,  and  “Christian¬ 
ity  is  the  spiritual  discipline  for  your 
soul,  a  gift,  a  personal  relationship  with 
God." 

Patricia  Jones  of  Tipton,  Michigan,  is 
on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Michigan 
Christian  Advocate. 


GREENSBORO,  N.C.  —  Students  at  Bennett  College  —  a  United  Methodist- 
affiliated  black  women’s  school  here  busily  pursue  their  assignments  in  a 
science  laboratory. 
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Emphasize  solutions 

Black  judge  urges 
be  ‘free’  not  ‘freed’ 


NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  -  A 
graduate  of  one  of  United  Methodism’s  12 
historically  black  colleges  who  is  now  a 
judge  in  Louisiana  told  representatives 
of  the  schools  here  earlier  this  month 
that  black  institutions  need  to  shift  their 
focus  from  problems  to  solutions. 

The  Honorable  Revius  Ortique,  judge 
of  the  Civil  District  Court  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  was  the  keynote  speaker  for  a 
meeting  of  black  college  development 
and  public  relations  officers  on  the 
campus  of  Dillard  University  here. 

A  Dillard  graduate,  Judge  Ortique  said 


it  is  time  for  black  institutions  to  “stop 
explaining  the  problems  of  economic 
deprivation,  cultural  impoverishment 
and  rampant  racism  and  start  helping 
with  solutions.” 

Judge  Ortique  emphasized  the  quality 
of  education  available  at  the  12  schools. 
He  said  the  need  is  not  for  special 
consideration  for  black  graduates  but  for 
graduates  who  can  compete  successfully 
on  an  equal  basis  with  their  peers  who 
graduate  from  any  other  college  or 
university  in  the  country. 


Local,  regional  TV 
ministries  receive  boost 


in  latest  church  plan 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

WILLIAMSBURG,  Va.  —  United 
Methodism’s  general  communications 
agency  spent  March  18-20  in  this  350- 
year-old  colonial  town  trying  to  help  the 
church  enter  a  new  world-wide 
revolution,  specifically  the  revolution  of 
electronic  communications. 

The  General  Commission  on  Communi¬ 
cations  worked  on  a  proposal  for  a  United 
Methodist  television  and  telecommunica¬ 
tions  ministry  to  carry  to  the  1984  General 
Conference,  when  United  Methodism  will 
celebrate  its  own  bicentennial  history. 

Local  ministries  targeted 

What  came  out  was  a  package  with  a 
first-year  ( 1985)  price  tag  of  $4.4  million, 
to  be  funded  primarily  from  a  new 
apportionment  for  this  ministry.  A  major 
chunk  —  percentage  not  specified  — 
would  be  spent  in  supporting  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences  in  their 
own  ministries  in  radio,  television  and 
telecommunications. 

In  this  concept  alone  the  proposal  is  a 
revolutionary  departure  from  the 
defunct  “National  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry”  on  which  the  communica¬ 
tions  agency  incurred  a  $1  million  debt 
and  which  it  is  repaying  at  about  $35,000 
per  month. 

If  the  Williamsburg  package  finally 
makes  it  to  and  survives  the  1984  General 
Conference,  United  Methodists  can 
expect  to  see  such  things  as: 

•  Satellite  linkages  among  annual 
conference  offices ; 

•  Consultation  and  training  locally  ; 

•  High-quality  equipment  to  duplicate 
and  widely  distribute  high-grade  United 
Methodist  programming  regardless  of  its 
source, 

•  Two  prime-time  specials  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  name  during  1985-88  ; 

•  A  “national  United  Methodist 
program,"  probably  featuring  selected 
local  churches  on  a  weekly  basis  ; 

•  National  production  of  brief  United 
Methodist  radio  spot  announcements  for 
local  placement; 

•  Two-way  telecommunication  link¬ 
ages  to  make  United  Methodism  a  “tele- 
connected”  church. 

In  this  part  of  the  country  where 
“taxation  without  representation"  was 
once  a  fighting  phrase,  the  concept  of 
sharing  funds  among  the  national,  local 
and  regional  parts  of  the  church 
consumed  a  great  deal  of  time. 

The  nearest  the  communications 
agency  came  to  settling  what  this 
concept  would  look  like  in  dollars  and 
cents  was  a  decision  that  an  annual 
conference  could  request  an  “award 
grant”  of  up  to  25  percent  of  the  funds 
raised  within  the  conference.  These 
funds,  though,  would  be  in  addition  to  the 
coordinating  and  supporting  services 
offered  by  the  general  agency  as  a  part  of 
the  new  ministry  program. 

Even  the  names  of  some  of  the 
program  components  sound 
revolutionary.  They  include  such  things 
as  Video  Program  Cooperative,  over-the- 
air  television,  cable,  telecom¬ 


munications  and  public  relations.  The 
latter  is  understood  as  a  relatively  high 
percentage  item  to  promote  the  proposed 
new  ministry  and,  as  someone  had  said, 
“make  sure  the  goods  don’t  sit  on  the 
shelf." 

The  Williamsburg  proposal  must 
navigate  a  fast  track  with  a  several-stop 
course  in  the  next  six  to  eight  weeks.  It 
must  be  polished  by  the  agency's  task 
force1,  approved  by  the  directors  by 
telephone  ballot,  presented  to  both  the 
denomination’s  general  finance  agency 
and  the  general  program  coordinating 
agency  and  outlined  for  consultative 
purposes  to  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

These  steps  are  good-faith  attempts  by 
all  concerned  to  avoid  both  the  processes 
and  the  decisions  which  led  to  the  failed 
television  ministry  campaign  of  the 
current  (1981-84)  quadrennium. 

Principal  input  for  last  week  s  parley 
were  a  special  invitation-only 
consultation  on  a  possible  ministry  in 
television  (see  Reporter,  Feb.  11),  a 
questionnaire  widely  circulated  among 
church  leaders,  and  a  consultation  on 
ancient  and  modern  media  and  the 
church  (see  Reporter,  March  11). 

The  financial  side  of  the  proposal 
remained  in  tension  between  the  “top 
dollar”  program  estimated  at  some  $10 
million  a  year  and  a  “minimum" 
program  at  $2  million  a  year.  Acting  on 
informal  but  knowledgeable  counsel,  the 
commission  settled  near  the  mid-point  on 
$4.4  million  for  the  first  year  —  but  not 
without  an  impassioned  plea  that  $3 
million  was  the  absolute  maximum  the 
church  would  support. 

Internal  controversy  eyed 

The  commission  also  looked  at  a 
controversy  involving  itself,  namely  a 
suggestion  from  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  executive  committee  that  the 
church's  program  benevolence  and  inter¬ 
pretation  might  be  taken  from  this 
agency.  The  commission’s  structure  and 
location  committee,  which  has  been 
assigned  this  matter,  said  it  is  in  “a 
research  mode.’’  It  will  gather 
information  but  will  also  accept  the 
GCOM’s  invitation  to  consult  about  the 
interpretation  work. 

The  commission  named  a  committee  to 
begin  the  search  for  a  successor  to  its 
general  secretary,  the  Rev.  Curtis  A. 
Chambers,  and  adopted  a  schedule 
anticipating  a  new  executive’s  starting 
no  later  than  Sept.  1,  1984.  Dr.  Chambers 
has  indicated  he  will  seek  another 
ministerial  assignment  by  then. 


Weekly 
Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
r  morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
>nd  Teacher's  Manual:  SI 5.00 
Box  25101,  Dallas,  TX  75225 
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Judicial  Council: 

How  its  decisions  are  reached 


LOUISVILLE  —  Judicial  Council  members  listen  to  arguments  in  a  case 
before  the  Council  during  its  meeting  here  last  fall.  Left  to  right  are  Tom 
Matheny,  chairperson:  Hoover  Rupert:  Charles  Copher,  Elizabeth 
Gundlach  and  Gene  Sease.  Not  pictured  are  Florence  Lucas  Edwards, 
Leonard  Slutz,  Wayne  Coffin  and  Alvin  Lindgren. 
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the  church  today 


Ethnic  minority 
funds  awarded 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  Projects  in  28 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
article  is  a  personal  analysis  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Judicial 
Council  —  frequently  called  its 
“supreme  court"  generated  from 
within.  The  Rev.  Hoover  Rupert, 
secretary,  offers  Reporter  readers 
both  a  rare  and  sympathetic  inside 
view  of  how  the  Council  works. 

By  HOOVER  RUPERT 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
structured  on  the  general  church  level 
just  like  the  federal  government.  The 
legislative  branch  is  the  General 
Conference.  The  executive  branch  is  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  The  judicial  branch  is 
the  Judicial  Council.  The  same  system  of 
checks  and  balances  applies  within  these 
denominational  agencies  as  in  the 
government. 

The  Judicial  Council  is  composed  of 
nine  members  —  currently  four  lay 
persons  and  five  clergy  members.  They 
are  elected  by  ballot  in  the  General 
Conference.  The  function  of  the  Council 
is  set  forth  in  the  "Book  of  Discipline,’’ 
Paragraphs  60-62,  and  Pars.  2601-2619, 
with  additional  incidental  references 
elsewhere  in  the  Sections  on  Judicial 
Administration.  In  an  accurate  sense, 
the  Judicial  Council  is  often  termed  "the 
supreme  court”  of  the  denomination. 

These  just-cited  provisions  lay 
restrictions  on  the  Judicial  Council  which 
are  proper  and  essential.  The  Council  has 
no  power  to  legislate.  It  cannot  rule  on 
anything  but  the  law  as  stated  in  the 
Discipline,  or  proposed  by  a  General 
Conference  in  session.  For  example,  the 
Social  Creed,  though  printed  in  the 
Discipline,  has  no  legal  standing,  and, 
contrary  to  widespread  misunderstand¬ 
ing,  is  not  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  church 
(nor  do  footnotes  have  any  legal  stand¬ 
ing).  Therefore,  the  Judicial  Council 
cannot  rule  on  matters  relating  to  the 
Social  Creed  unless  there  is  specific  legal 
reference  within  the  body  of  church  law. 

The  Judicial  Council  is  not  authorized 
to  engage  in  theological  interpretation, 
nor  indeed,  moral  interpretation. 
Narrow  though  it  may  appear  to  some, 
the  Judicial  Council  is  only  a  court  of 
church  law,  and  thus  must  adhere  to  the 
rules  of  court  procedure  in  interpreting 
that  law. 

A  recent  ruling  of  the  Council 
illustrates  some  of  the  misunderstanding 
of  its  function  and  its  limitations.  A 
decision  was  rendered  on  an  appeal  from 
a  bishop’s  ruling  as  to  the  qualifications 
of  a  candidate  for  full  membership  who 
was  of  "the  same  sex  orientation."  The 
bishop  ruled  that  such  a  person  when 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Ministry, 
and  approved  by  the  Annual  Conference 
Executive  Session,  is  eligible  for 
ordination  and  conference  membership. 

The  Council  found  no  word  in  the  law  of 
the  church  which  prevented  such  action. 
The  Discipline  provides  guidelines  for 
Boards  of  Ministry  in  recommending 
candidates  for  ministry.  It  provides 
authority  to  the  Annual  Conference  to 
approve  such  candidates.  Twice  —  once 
in  the  preceding  quadrennium  and  again 
at  its  recent  session  —  the  Judicial 
Council  pointed  out  in  its  decision  that 
the  General  Conference  has  provided 
guidelines  to  the  Annual  Conferences 
concerning  ministerial  qualification,  and 
should  the  issue  of  “same  sex 
orientation”  be  made  a  negatively 
determining  factor,  the  General 
Conference  will  need  to  spell  this  out 
specifically.  This,  the  General 
Conference  has  yet  to  do.  Therefore, 
there  is  no  course  left  to  the  Judicial 
Council  except  to  rule  on  what  is 
presently  stated  in  the  law  of  the  church. 

Some  persons  have  openly  criticized 
this  decision  and  suggested  that  the 
Judicial  Council  was  remiss  in  not 
"interpreting  the  intent  of  the  General 


Conference."  Should  the  Council  follow 
such  a  procedure,  the  law  of  the  church 
would  cease  being  the  law,  and  the 
actions  of  the  Judicial  Council  would 
cease  to  be  interpretations  of  law’  and 
become  the  council  members’ 
interpretation  of  the  "intent  of  the 
General  Conference.” 

If  the  Judicial  Council  should  once 
stray  from  the  restrictive  lines  imposed 
by  the  church’s  Constitution  and 
Disciplinary  provisions,  what  would 
prevent  it  from  doing  so  again  and  again 
"for  the  good  of  the  church?”  For 
example,  the  qualifying  of  ministers  is 
not  a  function  of  the  Judicial  Council.  It  is 
the  function  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
The  Council  comes  into  the  picture  only 
when  there  is  an  alleged  violation  of  the 
law. 

Channels  open  to  every  member 

The  avenues  of  approach  to  the 
Judicial  Council  are  stated  in  the 
Discipline  (Pars.  2608-2611  and  Pars. 
2614.2  and  2615.2).  These  provide  a 
channel  whereby  any  member  of  the 
church  may  institute  a  process  which  can 
lead  ultimately  to  a  Judicial  Council 
decision. 

Cases  come  before  the  Judicial  Council 
dealing  with  all  phases  of  our  church’s 
life  and  work:  the  rights  of  ministers,  the 
rights  of  minorities,  proposals  for 
structural  change  in  various  levels  of 
church  organization,  questions  as  to  the 


proper  functioning  of  annual  conference 
boards  and  agencies  and  general  boards 
and  agencies. 

In  each  instance  the  approach  of  the 
Council  to  reaching  a  decision  is 
thoroughly  to  research  the  Discipline, 
the  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  and 
previous  Judicial  Council  decisions,  and 
then  to  determine  the  proper 
interpretation  of  church  law  as  it  relates 
to  the  issue  at  hand. 

Briefs  and  personal  testimony  at  open 
hearings  provide  additional  information 
and  interpretations.  What  individual 
members  of  the  council  may  personally 
think  about  the  issue,  is  not  part  of  the 
process,  nor  should  it  be.  Our  question  is 
simply,  “What  does  the  Discipline  say 
about  this?” 

An  effort  to  acquaint  the  church  with 
the  work  of  the  Judicial  Council  appears 
regularly  in  The  Interpreter.  Upcoming 
docket  items  are  published  there  at  least 
30  days  before  each  session,  followed  by 
publication  of  the  decisions  rendered  in 
the  same  magazine  within  90  days  after 
they  are  made. 

In  addition,  members  of  the  Council  — 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Racism  is  still 
"alive  and  well  in  United  Methodism"  a 
national  leader  said  here  March  8  based 
on  his  analysis  of  a  recent  poll  of  482 
church  leaders. 

Some  "considerable  strides”  have 
been  made  toward  racial  inclusiveness, 
the  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White  told  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  but  he  thinks  much  work  still  must 
be  done. 

“There  is  not  a  level  in  the  church” 
where  racism  does  not  need  to  be 
confronted,  he  said,  based  on  the 
responses  from  bishops,  conference 
council  on  ministries  directors  and  other 
leaders,  ethnic  minority  caucus 


particularly  the  president  and  the 
secretary  —  carry  on  a  wide 
correspondence  with  bishops,  laity  and 
pastors,  in  an  effort  to  provide 
information  on  matters  of  concern.  No 
member  may  speak  for  the  Council  on  an 
issue.  He  or  she  may  not  "render  a 
personal  decision  or  even  predict  what  a 
decision  might  be.  Only  when  the  Council 
has  met  and  by  majority  vote  ( most  often 
a  unanimous  vote)  reached  a  decision, 
can  it  be  declared. 

Because  a  judicial  body  normally 
maintains  a  lower  profile  than  legislative 
or  executive  bodies,  members  of  the 


Judicial  Council  are  not  widely  known  by 
their  position.  Yet,  they  are  a  cross- 
section  of  experience,  opinion,  and 
expertise  in  various  areas  of  church  life. 
Dr.  Tom  H.  Matheny  is  currently 
president  of  the  Council.  He  is  an 
attorney  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  a 
Hammond,  Louisiana  bank.  For  17 
years,  he  was  Lay  Leader  of  his  annual 
conference  and  was  an  elected  member 
of  several  General  Conferences. 

Florence  Lucas  Edwards  of  New  York 
City  is  vice-president.  She  also  is  an 
attorney  and  has  been  active  in  her 
conference  and  local  church  as  well  as  a 
leader  in  affirmative  action  efforts. 

Secretary  of  the  Council  is  Dr.  Hoover 
Rupert  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  a  senior 
minister  at  First  UMC  who  formerly  was 
national  director  of  youth  work  in  the 
denomination,  and  was,  a  member  of 
General  Conference  from  1956  until  his 
election  to  the  Council  in  1968. 

Dr.  Charles  Copher  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  retired  academic  dean  of 
Gammon  Seminary  and  professor  of 
biblical  studies  has  been  on  the  Judicial 
Council  for  15  years. 


representatives,  laity,  clergy,  and 
members  of  the  commission. 

Dr.  White  said  there  is  a  “perception 
gap”  between  white  and  black 
Americans.  He  said  this  means  that 
ethnic  minorities  and  whites  need  to 
increase  their  dialogue  with  one  another, 
to  discuss  and,  if  possible,  understand 
perceptions  and  realities. 

“It  is  crucial,”  he  asserted,  “that 
white  United  Methodists,  whatever  their 
theological  disposition  .  .  .  understand 
what  it  means  to  be  an  ethnic  minority 
person  in  a  predominantly  white 
denomination  and  nation.  White  United 
Methodists  must  be  willing  and 
encouraged  to  share  honestly  and  openly 
their  perceptions,  fears,  hopes  and 


Mrs.  George  (Elizabeth)  Gundlach,  of 
New  York,  is  an  attorney  who  has  been  a 
long  time  leader  in  the  work  of  her 
annual  conference  and  served  on  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Gene  Sease,  of  Indianapolis,  a 
university  president,  was  formerly  a 
pastor  and  district  superintendent,  and 
was  a  member  of  several  General 
Conferences  in  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  and  United  Methodist 
churches.  He  served  four  years  as  the 
chairman  of  the  General  Conference 
Committee  on  entertainment. 

Leonard  Slutz,  a  Cincinnati  attorney, 
was  a  legislative  leader  in  General 
Conferences  for  20  years  prior  to  this 
election.  He  has  taught  an  adult  Sunday 
School  class  in  his  church  for  more  than 
30  years. 

Two  members  were  elected  to  the 
Council  this  quadrennium:  Dr.  Wayne 
Coffin,  of  Oklahoma  City,  until  recently 
the  senior  minister  of  one  of  the  largest 
churches  in  the  denomination,  was 
elected  in  1980.  He  has  served  as 
chairman  of  his  conference  Board  of 
Ministries  and  chairman  of  a  university 
board  of  trustees.  Dr.  Alvin  Lindgren,  of 
Lakeland,  Florida,  elected  an  alternate, 
became  a  member  on  the  election  of  Dr. 
Paul  Duffey  as  bishop  in  1980.  He  is  a 
retired  seminary  professor  in  the  field  of 
church  administration  and  author  of 
several  books  in  this  field. 

Expertise  in  broad  areas 

This  variety  of  background  and 
experience  in  so  many  areas  of  the 
church’s  life  on  the  part  of  Judicial 
Council  members  provides  an  input  of 
some  expertise  in  almost  any  area 

When  next  you  read  of  Judicial  Council 
decisions,  recall  who  its  members  are  in 
terms  of  the  life  of  the  church,  be 
reminded  of  the  positive  aspects  of  the 
Council’s  functions,  and  remember  the 
limitations  which  the  Constitution  and 
the  Book  of  Discipline  have  properly 
placed  upon  it. 


anxieties." 

The  local  church,  Dr.  White  said,  is 
where  so  much  dialogue  is  missing. 

Later  in  its  meeting  here,  the 
commission  decided  to  ask  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  expressly  to 
include  strengthening  and  developing 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  in  the 
denomination’s  missional  priority  for 
1985-88,  with  specific  funding  including. 

During  a  Dallas  meeting  the  weekend 
before  the  commission’s  meeting,  some 
90  annual  conference  and  ethnic  minority 
caucus  leaders  suggested  to  the  GCOM 
that  any  new  missional  priority  have  at 
the  top  of  its  agenda  open  itineracy, 
leadership,  curriculum  and  development 
of  ethnic  minority  churches. 


states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
Puerto  Rico  serving  ethnic  minorities 
received  grants  of  funds  totaling  $488,467 
from  the  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  March  9  here. 

In  all,  68  programs  were  approved  to 
receive  assistance  from  the 
denomination’s  Minority  Group  Self- 
Determination  Fund  administered  by  the 
commission.  Individual  amounts  ranged 
from  $2,000  to  $45,000. 

Susanna  Wesley  film 
available  through  Drew 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  A  dramatic 
biographical  account  of  Susanna  Wesley, 
written  and  performed  by  actress 
Lynette  Bennett  Danskin,  is  available  for 
use  in  film  and  video  tape  from  Drew 
University. 

The  film,  which  details  the  life  of  the 
woman  who  greatly  influenced  John 
Wesley,  founder  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  first  presented  before  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  and 
subsequently  during  the  opening  of  the 
United  Methodist  Archives  and  History 
Center  at  Drew  in  October  1982. 

Leaders  of  15  denominations 
condemn  Reagan  budget 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Leaders  of  15 
religious  denominations  have 
condemned  the  Reagan  Administration 
budget  for  the  coming  fiscal  year,  saying 
it  has  put  the  nation  on  a  "selfish  and 
dangerous  course  of  social  stinginess  and 
military  overkill.” 

The  leaders,  representing 
denominations  with  more  than  50  million 
members,  urged  Congress  not  to  accept 
any  further  cuts  in  programs  crucial  to 
the  poor,  to  adopt  emergency  jobs 
legislation,  and  to  reject  the  MX  missile 
and  theB-1  bomber. 

“We  are  profoundly  disturbed  by  the 
vision  which  emerges  from  this  fiscal 
1984  edition  of  our  statement  of  moral 
purpose,”  said  the  religious  leaders. 

WCC  deplores 
Guatemala  executions 

NEW  YORK  (EPS)  —  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  “strongly  deplores” 
the  execution  of  six  young  men  in 
Guatemala  on  March  3,  and 
“condemn(s)  the  false  claims”  of  the 
Guatemalan  government  “that  its 
actions  are  in  defense  of  Christian  faith.” 
These  statements  are  part  of  a  telexed 
message  from  WCC  General  Secretary 
Philip  Potter  to  Guatemalan  President 
Efrain  Rios  Montt,  issued  at  the  request 
of  the  WCC’s  Executive  Committee. 

The  public  message  comes  after  an 
earlier,  private  telegram  (sent  Feb.  2) 
from  Dr.  Potter  to  the  Guatemalan 
leader  appealing  for  clemency. 

Florida  Methodists 
on  national  TV 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  —  People  watching 
TV  sets  in  1,400,000  homes  across 
America  are  being  reached  by  TV  spot 
announcements  and  programming 
produced  by  United  Methodists  in 
Florida.  The  National  Christian  Network 
in  Cocoa,  Florida,  is  the  outlet  for  the 


TAMPA,  Fla.  (UMNS)  —  Students  who 
conscientiously  object  to  registration  for 
the  military  draft  should  not  be  denied 
financial  aid  by  the  federal  government 
or  educational  institutions,  declared  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  34-member 
governing  body  of  the  United  Methodist 
Division  of  Higher  Education  meeting 
her  March  10-12. 

One  of  four  divisions  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  the  group  overwhelmingly 
adopted  the  resolution  which  noted  that 
the  nation  "was  founded  on  the  very 
roots  of  informed  conscientious  dissent” 
and  that  the  church  “is  firmly  committed 
to  the  higher  education  of  all  people, 
encouraging  responsible,  informed 
involvement  in  society.” 

Responsibilities  of  the  division, 
chaired  by  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  of 
Philadelphia,  include  campus  ministry, 
relationships  with  the  108  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  colleges  and  universities,  and 
administration  of  the  denomination-wide 
Black  College  Fund  and  the  Hispanic, 
Asian  and  Native  American  (HANA) 
educational  program. 

The  resolution  was  presented  by  Chris 
Mitchell,  a  student  at  UM-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  and  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Mitchell 
said  withholding  funds  from  students 
when  they  conscientiously  object  to 
registering  means  automatically  judging 
them  guilty  without  opportunity  for 
appeal. 

Boston  University  earlier  announced  it 
would  provide  no  financial  aid  to  draft- 
age  men  who  have  failed  to  register  with 
the  Selective  Service  System . 

Early  on  the  opening  day  of  the 
meeting  here,  Boston  University 
President  John  Silber  appeared  on  a 
national  television  program  defending 
the  university’s  position.  Boston  is  a 
United  Methodist-related  university  and 
is  the  location  for  one  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  13  schools  of  theology. 

Early  in  March  a  federal  judge 
granted  a  temporary  injunction  blocking 
enforcement  of  the  new  law  that  would 
deny  federal  financial  aid  to  men  who 
refuse  to  register. 

Issuing  the  order  in  a  case  challenging 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  Judge 


programming  seen  over  95  cable  systems 
across  the  country. 

NCN  President  Ray  Kassis  said 
"These  spots  produced  by  Florida 
Methodists  for  viewing  by  Florida 
audiences  are  too  good  to  be  missed  by  a 
larger  national  audience.  I  am 
impressed  with  the  quality  and  the 
content  of  the  spots.  I  feel  they  are  the 
most  effective  spots  produced  by  a 
national  denomination  today.  To  my 
knowledge  this  is  the  first  time  that  a 
major  denomination  has  provided  a 
national  Christian  TV  spot 
announcement  for  a  satellite  Christian 
network.  Florida  United  Methodists  are 
really  leading  the  way !  ” 

Nuns  jailed  in  Carthan  case 
sue  jailers  for  $200,000 

LEXINGTON,  Miss.  (RNS)  -  Two 
Catholic  nuns  who  were  jailed  during  a 
protest  for  former  Tchula  Mayor  Eddie 
Carthan  have  filed  a  $200,000  lawsuit, 
claiming  they  were  sprayed  with 
chemical  Mace  by  Holmes  County  jail 
officials. 

They  accused  jailer  Mary  Lue  Farmer 
and  Sheriff  Howard  Huggins  of  assault 
for  spraying  them  with  the  chemical 
during  a  disturbance  at  the  Holmes 
County  jail  here. 

Sheriff  Huggins  has  acknowledged  that 
Mace  was  used,  but  he  said  the  incident 
happened  after  one  of  the  nuns  jumped  a 
jailer.  The  problem  arose  over  orders  to 
remove  a  pile  of  garbage. 

New  ecumenical  magazine 
to  be  published 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Wellspring,  a 
quarterly  ecumenical  publication 
concerned  with  the  growing  spiritual 
movement  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  will 
begin  publication  with  the  Spring  1983 
issue  in  April,  according  to  Philip 
Deemer,  editor.  Each  issue  will  feature 
information  about  retreats,  seminars, 
conferences,  continuing  education 
courses,  tours,  workshops  and  spiritual 
exercises. 

Each  issue  also  will  contain  articles  on 
spirituality  and  focus  on  at  least  one 
center  for  spiritual  renewal. 

1982  was  big  year 

for  scripture  distribution 

NEW  YORK  (ABS)  -  Distribution  of 
Scriptures  in  the  U.S.  by  the  American 
Bible  Society  last  year  topped  the  124 
million  mark. 

That  made  1982  the  second  biggest 
year  in  the  167-year  history  of  the 
society’s  work  in  the  U.S. 

More  than  3.2  million  New  Testaments 
were  distributed,  an  increase  of  900,000 
over  1981. 

‘Hunger  at  home*  resolution 
approved  by  Senate  committee 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Preventing 
Hunger  at  Home”  resolution  received  a 
major  boost  recently  when  it  was 
approved  by  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  and  cleared  for  full  Senate 
vote. 

The  resolution,  cosponsored  by  a 
bipartisan  group  of  46  senators  and  186 
representatives,  would  put  Congress  on 
record  in  favor  of  protecting  poor  and 
newly  unemployed  persons  from  further 
reductions  in  federal  nutrition  programs. 


Donald  D.  Alsop  ol  the  U.S.  District 
Court  for  Minnesota  said  students  faced 
the  "threat  of  irreparable  harm”  if  the 
law  were  enforced  before  the  legal 
dispute  over  its  validity  is  resolved. 

Although  Judge  Alsop  has  not  yet  ruled 
on  the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  he  said 
the  arguments  challenging  it  were  strong 
enough  to  warrant  issuing  the  order 
temporarily  blocking  enforcement. 
Judge  Alsop’s  order  was  issued  just  three 
days  after  thousands  of  college  students 
descended  on  Washington  to  urge 
Congress  to  repeal  the  law. 

A  bill  to  repeal  the  law  has  been 
introduced  by  Rep.  Robert  W.  Edgar,  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman  from 
Pennsylvania.  In  an  article  in  the 
Chronicle  of  Higher  Education,  he  said 
chances  of  the  bill  passing  are  slim 
unless  there  is  “a  lot  more  noise  from  the 
academic  community,  a  lot  of  yelling  and 
screaming”  from  colleges  as  well  as 
students. 

Mr.  Mitchell  told  division  member?  the 
issue  is  greater  than  the  loss  of  federal 
money.  “Some  of  our  (United  Methodist) 
institutions  are  saying  they  will  not  only 
deny  federal  aid  but  also  support  from 
other  sources  including  scholarship  and 
loan  money  provided  by  the  church,”  he 
said. 

Objecting  to  the  resolution,  C.  R. 
Hager  of  Wilmore,  Ky.,  said  students 
should  register  for  the  draft  because  it  is 
the  "law  of  the  land”  and  then  declare 
they  are  conscientious  objectors.  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  others  said  the  new 
registration  procedures  do  not  provide 
for  such  declarations. 

Bishop  Skeete,  not  presiding  at  the 
time  of  the  discussion,  acknowledged  the 
law  of  the  land  but  said,  "We  have  a 
responsibility  to  obey  a  higher  law  and  as 
Christian  institutions  it  is  even  more 
important  that  we  address  this  concern.” 

The  resolution  is  being  sent  to  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  institutions  of  higher 
education,  other  general  agencies  of  the 
church,  members  of  Congress,  and  all 
members  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  The  board’s 
legislative  committee  is  being  asked  to 
put  the  resolution  into  form  for 
consideration  by  the  1984  General 
Conference. 
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ETIRED-’  ?  ?  UNIQUE  VILLAGE  live 

independently,  inexpensively.  Ranch  house  —  only 
5115  monthly  or  $9,900  life  lease  —  plus  improvement 
charges,  modest  monthly  fees.  Bristol  Village, 
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CABLE  TV  CONSULTANTS  Available.  Consultants 
will  enable  churches,  clusters,  and  districts  to  design 
significant  programs  for  local  access  religious 
programs.  Write  Perry  Bell.  633  Detroit  Street. 
Sheboygan  Falls.  Wisconsin  53085. 


PRINTED  BOOKLETS  as  low  as  $29.00  per  hundred 

Ideal  tor  cookbooks,  sermon  collections,  etc.  Free 
price  list.  Christian  Communications  Laboratory. 
7312  Badgett  Road,  Knoxville.  TN  37919. 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  YEAR  by 
Darrel  Berg.  $8  per  year  < printed  weekly ) .  Check  to: 
United  Methodist  Church.  Alliance.  Ne  .  69301. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  Education:  Full-time 
position  available  June  1  with  Louisville-area  UMC 
congregation  that  particularly  desires  strong 
spiritual  leadership.  Send  letter  and  resume  to  P.O. 
Box 43033.  Middletown.  KY  40243. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Education  at  735- 
member  United  Methodist  church.  Desire 
experience  in  directing  music  and  coordination  of 
educational  program.  Masters  preferred  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  by  April  15  to:  Search 
Committee.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  396.  Athens.  TN  37303  


YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Cabot  United  Methodist 
Church:  Provide  leadership  for  the  planning, 
organizing,  coordinating,  implementing  and  give 
overall  direction  to  a  total  youth  program 
Experience  desirable  Salary  negotiable  depending 
on  qualification.  Send  resume  to:  Cabot  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Attn  Mike  Hedges.  203  West  Olive. 
Cabot.  AR  72023 


WANTED  -  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director  for 
a  growing  northeast  San  Antonio  suburb  church 
which  averages  200  in  church  school  and  400  for 
worship  Director  will  be  responsible  for  the 
development  of  educational  ministries  for  children, 
youth,  adults  and  singles  in  a  community  of  active 
military  and  business  and  professional  families 
Salary  commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Please  write:  Wmdcrest  United  Methodist  Church. 
8101  Midcrown,  San  Antonio.  TX78239. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Masters  Degree.  10  years 
experience  would  like  to  find  a  new  ministry.  I  am  ar 
accomplished  organist  as  well  as  a  Music  Director, 
with  additional  experience  with  handbells, 
instrumental  ensembles,  folk  style  church  music, 
Children  s  choirs  Dept  A.  P.O  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
TX  75222 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  August  1-14,  1983.  Jordan. 
Israel,  Egypt,  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals, 
deluxe  hotels,  tours,  transportation.  Contact  Dr, 
Stanley  Harrell.  5601  Chesterfield  Dr..  Temple  Hills, 
MD  20748. 


KENYA.  VICTORIA  FALLS.  SOUTH  AFRICA 
October  1-25,  1983.  Escorted  by:  Rev  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas.  TX  75214. 
Brochure  Available 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  full 

time  position  in  cosmopolitan  church  serving  a  broad 
constituency  in  a  large  southwestern  city.  Innovative 
approach  needed  to  develop  exciting  programs  for 
all  age  groups.  Multi-staff  setting.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  desirable.  Either  clergy  or  layperson. 
Send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  221076.  Dept.  P.  Dallas,  TX 
75222.  


POSITION:  ASSOC.  PROGRAM  Coordinator  for 
Youth,  Camping  and  Young  Adults.  Rocky  Mtn. 
Conf.  UMC.  For  information  and  applications  write: 
Program  Coor.  Rocky  Mtn.  Conf .,  2200  So.  University 
Blvd.,  Denver.  CO  80210.  Deadline:  April  4. 


NEEDED  AT  ONCE  —  Full  time  Director  ot 
Christian  Education  with  special  emphasis  on  youth 
ministries.  Must  be  qualified  to  work  with  children 
and  adults  as  well.  Salary  negotiable.  Experience 
preferred.  800-member  Northeast  Texas  church 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Tennison  Memorial 
UMC,  P  O.  Box  967.  Mt.  Pleasant.  TX  75455,  or  call 
Rev  Von  Dawson,  1214)572-5341. 


SCENIC  SCANDINAVIA:  Enjoy  the  Heart  of 
Scandinavia  touring  Copenhagen,  Oslo,  Bergen. 
Stockholm,  and  fjords.  July  14-28.  1983.  From  NYC 
via  SAS  $2,199.00  Unique  extension  to  Kiruna, 
Lappland,  North  Cape  and  Iceland  also  offered 
Have  a  Viking  Adventure  with  tour  hosts  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Jervey,  1304  Madison  Street,  Radford,  VA 
24141  Brochure  available 


CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  TOURS  presents:  Heart  of 

Europe  1983,  17  days  England,  France,  Holland. 
Germany.  Switzerland-  A  superb  tour,  unhurried, 
congenial  companions,  experienced  leadership.  Free 
brochure:  1214  Kupau,  Kailua.  Hawaii  96734,  (808) 
262-0091.  


FOR  SALE.  AB  Dick  Copier  Model  695  for  $600.00  by 

United  Methodist  Temple,  Port  Arthur.  TX.  Call 
(713)962-5762.  


'83  TOURS:  MAY  Austria,  Greece,  Holy  Lands. 

1  Holland.  AUGUST  Festivals  Yugoslavia,  Hungary, 
Austria.  Italy.  Switzerland,  Germany.  OCT.  China, 
H.K  ,  Japan,  Taiwan,  Korea.  84  Passion  Play. 
Global  Tour,  etc.  Write:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  623  Dell  St 
Solana  Beach.  CA  92075  Ph.  (619)  755-9830  Ask  about 
leading  tour.  Dr  Bob  rep.  for  top  Group  Wholesaler 


ANGELS!  ANGELS!  Interesting  message  Send 

stamped,  self-addressed  envelope:  Angels.  Box  1968. 
Dilley.TX  78017 


MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  for  an  urban  congre¬ 

gation  of  1.450  Salary  $26,000.00  Opens  in  June  1983. 
Contact  Rev  David  E  Edgar.  Laurel  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church.  227  W  Woodlawn,  San  Antonio. 
TX  78212.  512/733-7156. 


METHODIST  RESIDENCY  FOR  young  women 
pursuing  careers  and  professional  studies  now 
accepting  applications  for  residency  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush  Street,  Dpt.  UMR,  San 
Francisco,  CA  91109.  


THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas.  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
.write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio.  TX  78240. _ 


ALLEN  SYSTEM  620  ELECTRONIC  ORGAN  &  32- 

note  chime.  Used  in  private  home  AGO  approved. 
Theatre  Model,  Horseshoe  Console.  2  manual,  full 
pedalboard,  all  options  Cost  $28,500  Asking  $15,000 
1214)  692-1455. 10-5  weekdays. 


MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 

Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-2646. 


WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 

TRIP  with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  901  Clay  St  ,  Houston.  Texas  77002. 


PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 

upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 

You,"  or  "Jesus  Christ  Is  Lord,"  10O,  $20.00.  Poem. 
"Cross  in  my  Pocket,  2<,  crosses  -  2,  1313  Falls 
Church,  Raleigh,  NC  27609. 


The  RAPID  CITY  MINISTRY  of  Presence  Board  of 
Directors  is  seeking  applicants,  lay  or  clergy,  to  do 
community  ministry.  Duties  include,  1)  helping 
persons  get  in  touch  with  spiritual  resources; 

2)  contacting  persons  in  places  of  need, 

3)  developing  rapport  with  community  helping 
agencies  and  individuals.  4)  identifying  unmet 
needs  and  seeking  ways  to  meet  them  The  salary  is 
negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Rev.  James 
Persons.  Knollwood  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church.  320  E.  College.  Rapid  City,  SD  57701.  Cut  off 
date  for  applications  is  April  15, 1983. 


UNIQUE  PERSON  NEEDED  as  Minister  of 
Programming  for  Children  and  Adults.  Congregation 
has  extremely  high  commitment  level,  explosive 
growth,  and  is  one  of  the  most  active  in  Rocky 
Mountain  West  Salary  negotiable  for  the  right 
person  Position  open  August  '83  Send  resume: 
Harvey  C.  Martz.  4210  Templeton  Gap.  Colorado 
Springs.  CQ8Q918  (  303)599-7250. 


16  DAYS  ENGLAND,  Scotland.  Ireland,  departing 
DWF  June 'll  Methodist  heritage  sites:  London. 
Epworth,  Oxford.  Bristol,  plus  Stonehenge.  Stratford 
i  Shakespeare  play  optional).  Irish  folklore  evening. 
Waterford  crystal  factory,  many  other  unforgettable 
sites,  experiences.  Rev  and  Mrs.  Gus  Browning, 
experienced  tour  hosts.  Brochure  409  Hillside. 
KUgore,TX75662,(  214i  984-3842,  984-3576 


POSITION  OPEN:  Director  of  Program  with  an 

emphasis  on  Christian  education.  Salary  in  the  rage 
of  $15,000  including  benefits  Position  will  be  open  in 
June  of  1983.  Write  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
3316  Kingston  Pike.  Knoxville,  TN  37919  or  call  (615) 
525-0435. 


TWO  PLAIN-PAPER  COPIERS  iSl.OOO  each), 
Gestetner  duplicator  ($900).  Gestetner stencil  maker 
($500).  All  in  excellent  condition.  Contact  Karolyn  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O  Box  67,  Plano, 
TX  75074,  ( 214 )  423-4506  Prices  negotiable 


GOD  USES  HUMOR?  Glad  says  yes!  For  sample 
copy  and  newsletter  send  $1.50  to:  Glad  Magazine, 
346  W  7th  Ave.  Columbus.  OH  43201.  Attn.:  M,  T. 
Overbey  _ 


The  POSITION  OF  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  of  the 

Rocky  Mountain  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  is 
open.  Direct  all  inquiries  to  RMC  Lay  leader  Paula 
Johnston.  2200S.  University  Blvd..  Denver.  CO 80210. 
Application  request  deadline  April  15.  Applicatioi 
acceptancedeadline:  April  25.  


YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Dynamic,  growing 
congregation  of  1.300  seeking  a  part-time  person  as 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries  beginning  June  1. 
Experience/training  desired.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Staff-Parish  Committee,  Colonial 
Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance  Jackson,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78230.  


SAVE  MONEY  ON  THE  PURCHASE  of  your  next 

new  car,  truck  or  van.  L.  Shirley  (retired),  (813  )  949- 
1120, 113N.W.  First  Ave..  Lutz.  FL33549. 


McCURDY  SCHOOL.  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM 

87532,  a  project  related  to  the  National  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  U.M.  Church,  is 
attempting  to  build  a  gymnasium  with  the  proceeds 
from  trading  stamps  Will  you  help  by  sending 
trading  stamps  of  any  kind  (S&H,  Gold  Bond,  etc.) . 
Full  books,  partial  books  or  loose  stamps  will  be 
gratefully  accepted.  


TURN  THE  WORLD  AROUND  -  a  folk  album  by 
Gary  Ward  and  Anne  Cohen.  These  are  songs  of  hope 
in  a  broken  world.  Price  $7.50  plus  $1.50  for  mailing. 
Allow  three  weeks.  Send  to  Gary  Ward,  1334  W. 
Foothill  Blvd.,  =17-F,  Upland,  CA  91786,  Cassettes 
alsoavailable. 


DOES  YOUR  CHURCH  NEED  A  PIANIST?  You 

could  have  your  Worship  Service  Hymns  recorded  on 
Cassette  Tapes  for  use  with  Congregational  singing. 
IT  WORKS  WELL.  Excellent  Pianist  willing  to 
provide  service.  Reasonable  rates.  Contact  E. 
Trader,,  3122  MARKET  PLACE.  Bloomington, 
Indiana.  47401. 


FOR  SALE.  CHURCH  ORGAN  Hammond  model 

C  V .  38  s  t  ops .  2  k  ey  boards  o  f  1 1  v  oices  eac  h .  25  peda  Is 
2  speaker  cabinets,  model  nos.  PR-20  &  DR-20.  Good 
condition  $1,500  Anthony  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Drawer  AM,  Anthony.  TX  88021,  (915  )  886-2211. 


UMC  MINISTER  SEEKS  BUYER  for  plot  on  Lake 

Travis  Asking  price  $11,000.  Assume  loan  or  buy  on 
contract  10' 2%  interest  Contact  P.O  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  TX  75222  or  1 515  )  233-1776. 


FREE  NATURAL  GAS  Boiler  Make:  American 

Standard;  Input  540  -  Output  532.  Model  1G-10, 
Series  21B-J23.  Come  and  get  it  First  United  Meth- 
odist  Church.  230  East  Furry.  Holyoke.  CO 80734. 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  WITH  THE  permanent 
United  Methodist  insigne.  The  Cross  is  made  of  two- 
inch  square  tubular  aluminum  in  gold,  silver,  bronze 
or  black  finish  and  can  be  a  6  foot  Cross  or  custom¬ 
sized.  the  Flame  is  a  brilliant  fire-red  acrylic 
enamel  on  l/8th  inch  aluminum  The  insiene  has 
brackets  for  easy  mounting.  Order  from  the  Cross 
and  Flame  Insigne,  P.O.  Box  157,  Amberg.  WI 54102. 


OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACKAGE!  Stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt.  1,  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.,  and  see  the  Great  Passion  Play  (Apr. 
26  thru  Oct.)  for  only  $18  each,  including  tickets, 
lodging  &  meals!  Call  501/253-8418. 


The  UMC’s  ‘Supreme  Court 9 
must  rule  on  what  is  stated 
in  the  law  o  f  the  church 


Racism  ‘alive  and  well’  in  UMC 


UM  board  supports 
aid  to  draft  resisters 
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1983  Camping  Schedule  Pastoral  Letters 


June  27-July  1 
July  11-July  15 
Aug.  8-Aug.  12 

April  15-April  17 
June  20-June  24 
July  18-July  22 
July  29-July  31 
Aug.  8-Aug.  12 


CAMP  BREWER 


LAKE  CHARLES  CAMP 


Elementary  1 
Junior  High 
Elementary  II 

Older  Adult 
Elementary 
Junior  High 
Senior  High 
Elementary 


June  6-June  10 
June  13-June  17 
June  20-June  24 
June  30- July  l 
July  11-July  15 
July  18-July  22 
July  25-July  29 

June  13-June  17 
June  20-June  24 
June  27-July  1 
July  4-July  8 
July  18-July  22 
July  25-July  29 
Aug.  1-Aug.  5 


CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTRE 

Senior  High 
Elementary  I 
Junior  High  I 
Elementary  II 
Junior  High  II 
Elementary  III 
Junior  High  III 


CAMP  ISTROUMA 


Elementary  I 
Senior  High 
Junior  High  I 
Elementary  II 
Elementary  III 
Junior  High  II 
Elementary  IV 


By  THE  REV.  STEVEN  W.  CARAWAY 
Oak  Park 

United  Methodist  Church 

The  other  evening,  during  one  of  the 
frequent  trips  I  make  to  the  church  each 
day,  I  was  listening  to  the  car  radio  and 
heard  Fats  Domino’s  timeless  "I’m 
Walkin’  to  New  Orleans”  (actually,  Fats 
pronounces  it  ‘‘Noo  Ahhhlins”).  Now, 
those  of  you  older  than  I  am  may  have 
difficulty  understanding  this,  but  that 
early  effort  at  rhythm  and  blues  music 
evoked  a  lot  of  nostalgic  emotions  in  me. 

I  was  homesick.  I  sat  there  and 
listened  to  him  ease  through  that  fairly 
simple  song  long  after  arriving  in  the 
parking  lot.  It  was  not  that  I  missed  my 
hometown,  which  is  “Noo  Ahhhlins.” 
Rather,  I  missed  the  time  in  which  I  first 
heard  that  song. 

That  is  a  common  characteristic  of  we 
humans.  The  reason  we  are  homesick  for 
places  is  because  of  the  time  we  spent 
there.  Therefore,  we  are  not  so  much 
“homesick”  as  we  are  “timesick.”  When 
I  first  heard  Fats  sing  that  song  over  my 
transistor  radio,  I  was  young,  naive, 
innocent  and  secure.  I  experienced 
surprise  easily  and  was  quickly 
impressed  by  anyone  or  anything  that 
signalled  authority  or  ability. 

Now,  I  am  not  so  young,  nor  am  I  so 
naive.  Innocence  left  me  long  ago  and  my 
security  gauge  often  is  nearer  the  empty 


side  than  it  is  the  full.  And,  to  be  honest,  I 
cannot  remember  the  last  time  I  was 
surprised.  Things  have  happened 
unexpectedly,  certainly,  but  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  unexpected  and 
the  surprising. 

And.  to  continue  being  honest,  I  would 
hate  to  be  facing  the  world  of  today  as  an 
adult  who  was  equipped  only  with  the 
innocence  of  an  early-teen-ager  of  the 
late  50’s  and  early  60’s.  It’s  good  to  take  a 
nostalgic  trip  back  to  a  home  made  of 
time,  but  it  is  unhealthy  to  stay  there. 

Why,  then,  do  we  long  for  a  church  that 
has  frozen  in  time!  Would  we  expect  a 
doctor  to  treat  us  with  only  the 
knowledge  and  technology  that  he/she 
knew  30  years  ago?  Would  we  want  our 
children  educated  to  the  extent  of 
knowledge  30  years  ago?  Are  you  willing 
to  yield  your  color  TV,  your  luxury  car, 
your  “permapress"  clothes  for  a  trip 
back  to  the  way  it  was  30  years  ago? 

I  think  not. 

So,  why  is  it  that  we  want  the  church  to 
stick  with  the  “ole  time  religion” 
mentality.  What  was  good  for  Moses  and 
Paul  is  not  good  enough  for  me.  They 
lived  then.  1  live  now. 

Let’s  unite  with  each  and  strive  to 
make  the  Church  of  and  for  Jesus  Christ 
a  1983  model  Church.  Let’s  make  it  a 
church  that  is  becoming  and  not  a  church 
that  simply  “was.” 


Currie- U-  Phone 


Let’s  Go  Camping 


Around  The 

Governor  Treen  — 

Noel’s  Wednesday  Nite  Guest 

The  Louisiana  State  Governor,  David 
C.  Treen,  spoke  to  an  audience  of  over 
400  people  on  the  occasion  of  Noel’s 
weekly  Wednesday  evening  event  on 
February  9.  The  occasion  was  begun 
with  an  evening  meal  consisting  of 
Cajun  gumbo  as  the  entree,  all  served 
under  the  banner  and  with  appropriate 
decorations  for  a  Mardi  Gras  Festival. 

Following  Governor  Treen’s  address 
to  the  congregation  in  Noel’s 
Sanctuary,  he  was  presented  with  a 
1981  plate  commemorating  the  75th 
anniversary  of  Noel  Church  and  a 
leatherbound  copy  of  the  New 
International  Version  Bible.  Mr.  James 
Mcllwain  is  the  1983  Chairman  of  the 
Noel  Wednesday  Nite  weekly  event. 

Clowns  Visit  Children’s  Home 

The  Arcadia  First  Methodist  "Clowns  for  Christ”  ministry  is  really  going  well, 
The  group,  made  up  of  fifteen  Jr.  Highs,  made  a  visit  to  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston  on  March  9.  The  Rev.  Doug  Williams,  his  staff,  and  young  people 
made  the  clowns  feel  quite  welcome. 

The  “Methodist  Madcaps,”  as  they  are  called,  were  formed  in  October,  1982.  The 
group  is  under  the  direction  of  Julie  and  David  McCullough.  The  Clowns  have 
given  performances  for  the  congregation  at  First  Methodist  in  Arcadia,  the 
Arcadia  Service  Club  Christmas  Parade,  and  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  On 
March  27,  the  Madcaps  participated  in  the  Annual  Easter  Tot  Parade  sponsored  by 
the  Arcadia  Jaynes. 

Homecoming  at  Trinity 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Buras,  Louisiana,  celebrated  Homecoming 
with  former  parsonage  families  and  charter  members.  The  Rev.  L.  R.  Bevill  is  the 
present  pastor  at  Trinity. 


Conference 

La.  Represented  on 
Perkins  Alumni  /ae  Council 


rf 

k 


\ 


j 

\ 


The  Reverend  Robert  L.  (Bobby)  Potter,  Ponchatoula.  Louisiana,  and  The 
Reverend  Woodrow  W.  Smith.  Lake  Charles.  Louisiana,  currently  serve  as 
representatives  from  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Perkins  Alumni/ae 
Council  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Southern  Methodist  University.  Dallas. 
Texas. 

Working  with  Dean  James  E.  Kirby,  the  Council  coordinates  alumni/ae 
programs  in  the  Annual  Conference,  emphasizing  recruitment,  continuing 
education,  and  development  efforts  for  Perkins. 

Carrollton’s  Choir  Presents  Program 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church,  under  the  direction  of 
George  Koffskey,  with  Eugie  Passera,  organist,  will  present  an  entire  service  of 
Lenten  and  Easter  music  at  the  regular  10,30  a  m.  service  on  Sunday,  March  27. 
Portions  of  the  Easter  section  of  Handel's  Messiah  and  selected  anthems  and  vocal 
solos  will  be  presented. 

Vocal  soloists  will  be  Norma  Burkhardt,  Marilyn  Davidson,  Ruth  Mayne, 
Deborah  Jackson,  Dr.  William  Steibing,  and  Milton  Kowen. 

District  Laity  Banquet  Draws  600 

More  than  600  United  Methodists  from  almost  all  the  churches  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District  gathered  March  10  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  to  hear  Dr  Barry  Bailey,  formerly  of  Baton  Rouge  and 
now  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  in  Forth  Worth,  Texas. 

Arabi  Visits  The  Methodist  Home  Hospital 

Arabi  United  Methodist  Church  recently  visited  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans.  A  check  was  presented  to  the  hospital  representing  money  raised 
through  a  Rummage  Sale. 

FA-*  -  -**■ 


HOMECOMING  AT  TRINITY  (Left  to  Right)  Vel  and  Elmer  Malone,  former 
parsonage  family;  Melonea  and  Abe  Conerly,  former  parsonage  family;  and 
Charter  members:  Mrs.  Maxon  Edgecombe  of  New  Iberia,  La.  and  W.  J.  Edge¬ 
combe  of  Buras,  La. 

New  Parsonage  Dedicated  at  Downsville 

The  new  parsonage  at  Downsville,  Louisiana,  was  dedicated  on  February  13, 
1983.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton,  district  superintendent,  officiated  at  the  dedication 
ceremony.  The  parsonage  is  completely  debt  free. 

The  Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith,  is  pastor. 

First  Street  Celebrates  Anniversary 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  its  150th  Anniversary  March  27, 
1983  at  the  11:00  a.m.  worship  service.  Guest  speaker  was  Reverend  Samuel  W. 
Walker,  Director  of  Special  Ministries  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Other  events 
included  a  church-wide  banquet  March  25. 1983  at  Dillard  University. 


Conference  Calendar 
April 


Good  Friday 

Pre-Conference  Reports  &  Nominations  for  Lay  Delegates  Due 
Easter  Sunday  —  International  Sunday  School  Lesson  by  Satellite,  9:30  a.m. 
Good  Samaritan  Observance 

Sunday  School  Lesson,  Teacher  Training  by  Satellite,  8:00  p.m. 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee  Training  Session,  7 : 00  p.m. 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry,  FUMC, 
Alexandria 

8-10  United  Methodist  Men  Convocation,  Norman,  Oklahoma 


1 

1 

3 

3 

5 

5-7 

8-9 


,  Horseshoe  Drive  Church, 


CURRIC-U-PHONE,  a  toll-free  telephone  service  which  provides  information  about 
United  Methodist  curriculum,  recently  celebrated  its  10th  anniversary.  During  the  10 
years,  the  service  has  responded  to  128,341  calls. 


Conference-Wide  Singles  Retreat.  9:30  a.m., 

Alexandria 

Istrouma  UMW,  10:30,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  Baton  Rouge 
Consultation  of  Ethnic  Pastors  &  Youth  Workers,  9:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m.,  Wesley 
Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Board  of  Laity,  10:30  a.m.,  FUMC,  Pineville 

UMW  Committees  on  Finance,  Membership  and  Nominations,  Alexandria 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Conference,  7:00  p.m.,  Broadmoor  Church, 
Baton  Rouge 

18- 21  Dogwood  Time,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

19- 22  Cabinet  Meeting,  8:00  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge 

22-23  Marriage  Enrichment  Weekend,  New  Orleans-Houma  District,  St.  Paul  UMC, 
Harahan,  La. 

25  Pan-Methodist  Bi-Centennial  Committee,  11:00  a.m..  Headquarters  Building, 
Baton  Rouge 

25  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  Vacation  Church  School  Workshop 

26  Workshop  on  Community  College  Ministry,  St.  Marks  United  Methodist 

Church,  New  Orleans 

27- 28-29  Cabinet  Meeting,  1:30  p.m.,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge 

28- 29  Last  Retreat  for  PAY  Class 


International  Lesson 
Series  Preview 


VISITORS  FROM  ARABI:  (left  to  right)  Anna  Mae  Redd.  Betty  Peterson. 
Casper  Harris  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Peterson,  pastor  at  Arabi. 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

(Lesson  for  April  3, 1983) 

As  we  read  this  section  of  scripture,  a 
theme  bursts  out  of  the  words.  The  theme 
isintentionality! 

Paul’s  intentions  were  to  seek  out  the 
disciples  of  Christ,  to  bind  them  and  to 
take  them  back  to  Jerusalem  for 
prosecution.  He  was  breathing  “threat 
and  murder.  " 

But  God’s  intentions  were  to  take  this 
most  unlikely  prospect  and  make  of  him 
the  greatest  evangelist  of  the  early 
Church!  We  know  whose  intentions 
ultimately  succeeded. 

Last  week,  we  inferred  that  God 
speaks  even  to  the  closed  and  prejudiced 
mind  and  heart.  Paul’s  experience  is  a 
prime  example  of  this.  He  had  set  out  on 
a  religiously-motivated  pilgrimage  to 
find  and  persecute  the  “heretics.” 
According  to  his  pharisaical  code  of 
ethics,  he  was  doing  the  right  and  just 
thing.  But,  even  though  he  was  strong  in 
his  beliefs  and  determined  in  his  attitude, 
God  spoke  to  him  and  he  listened. 

Perhaps  Stephen’s  witness  at  his 
stoning  had  some  effect  on  Paul.  We’ll 
never  know  how  much.  But  the  influence 
of  this  courageous  Christian  undoubtedly 
worked  in  Paul’s  sub-conscious  if  not  in 
his  conscious  thoughts.  Much  has  been 
said  about  Paul’s  dedication  to  his  self- 
appointed  task  and  about  his  miraculous 
conversion  experience.  We  marvel  at  it. 
But,  today  let  us  consider  the 
contribution  to  this  whole  process  made 
by  the  "disciple  at  Damascus,”  Ananias. 
Ananias  rates  a  special  place  in  the 
annals  of  our  Christian  heritage. 

The  Lord  spoke  to  Ananias  and 
Ananias  knew  it  was  the  Lord!  The 
directions  given  him  were  dangerous 
ones  and  many  would  dismiss  such 
instructions  as  imagination.  Many  would 
question  the  authenticity  of  such  orders 


and  ask  for  a  review  of  the  situation, 
saying,  “This  can’t  be  the  Lord 
speaking.”  But  Ananias  recognized  the 
divine  source  of  his  vision. 

He  did  try  to  negotiate  things,  but  only 
to  be  sure  that  he  understood  clearly. 
"Lord,  I’ve  heard  much  about  Paul  — 
he’s  a  bad,  bad  man.”  He  has  power  and 
authority  to  hurt  and  imprison  me.  If  he 
knows  that  I’m  a  Christian,  Paul  can 
take  me  into  custody  for  trial ! 

But  the  Lord  said,  “Go  and  do  what  I 
have  told  you  because  I  have  a  purpose 
for  Paul  —  he  will  be  my  i  nstrument.  ” 

It  is  to  Ananias’s  credit  that  he  did  as 
God  commanded.  In  spite  of  his  fears  and 
suspicions,  he  went  to  Paul,  identified 
himself  as  a  Christian  and  invited  Paul 
into  the  fellowship. 

There  are  at  least  two  elements  of 
character  working  here  in  Ananias.  The 
most  obvious  was  courageous  obedience. 
And,  secondly,  a  selfless  humility. 
Consider  the  humility  of  Ananias. 

It’s  human  to  want  to  be  a  leader,  to 
want  to  take  charge  and  lead  whatever 
group  or  movement  of  which  you’re  a 
part.  And,  when  we’re  asked  to  take  a 
back  seat,  to  invite  an  outsider  to  come  in 
and  become  the  leader,  it  seems  natural 
for  us  to  resent  both  the  idea  and  the 
outsider.  But  Ananias  was  God’s 
instrument  in  calling  Paul  to  be  a 
“chosen  instrument”  to  proclaim  God’s 
name  in  Christian  witness. 

Are  we  not  similarly  called  to  share 
our  faith  and  our  church?  Are  we  not 
called  to  invite  others  into  our  fellowship 
and  lead  them  to  positions  of  leadership? 
Are  we  not  called  to  be  God's 
instruments  in  positions  of  prominence 
or  humility  as  we  witness  to  His  saving 
grace. 

What  better  time  than  on  Easter 
Sunday  can  we  consider  the  selfless 
witness  of  Ananias?  And,  as  we  consider, 
let  us  remember  the  most  selfless  life  of 
all  time  and  rejoice  that  this  life  did  not 
die.  As  God  intends.  He  lives! 
Hallelujah! !  Amen! 
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Does  the  NCC  care  equally 
about  human  rights  under 
left-wing  and  right-wing 
governments?  See  the  first 
of  a  tw  o-part  special  report 
on  pages  two  and  three. 
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A  letter  FROM  the  Editor 

Special  report  reflects  our  best  effort  to  determine 
truth/falsity  of  charges  against  NCC  and  its  supporters 

information.  Holy  Week  is  probably  as 
good  a  time  as  any  other  because  of  its  con¬ 
stant  reminder  that,  beyond  the  agony  of 
the  cross,  lies  the  hope  of  new  life. 


APRIL  I,  ISM 


The  day  after  the  Jan.  23  "60  Minutes" 
report  on  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches,  the  Reporter's 
entire  editorial  staff  spent  most  of  the 
day  struggling  with  the  question:  "What 
responsibility  do  we  have,  both  as  a  news 
organization  and  as  a  part  of  the  church, 
to  deal  with  the  issues  raised  by  ‘60 
Minutes,’  and  a  few  weeks  earlier  by 
Reader’s  Digest?” 

During  :he  ensuing  week  we  consid¬ 
ered  several  possible  approaches  and 
then  agreed  to  a  three-part  strategy: 
(1)  We  would  report  hard  news  as  it 
developed,  and  seek  to  interpret  its 
meaning  in  the  fairest  and  most  accurate 
way  possible,  (2)  We  would  investigate 
and  evaluate  each  criticism  on  its  own 
merit,  and  with  no  preconceived 
commitment  except  to  the  pursuit  of 
truth;  and  (3)  We  would  report  our 
findings  regardless  of  who  they  might 
place  in  a  good  or  bad  light. 

Although  the  critical  public  media 
reports  had  dealt  with  both  the  NCC  and 
the  WCC,  we  made  a  deliberate  decision 
to  focus  our  investigations  on  the  NCC  be¬ 
cause  of  the  dominant  role  United  Metho¬ 
dism  plays  in  that  organization,  and  be¬ 
cause  the  WCC  and  NCC  are  so  often  — 
and  mistakenly  —  linked  that  their  sepa¬ 
rate  identities  tend  to  be  overlooked. 

We  stated  our  intentions  in  a  lengthy 
Interpretive  Analysis  in  our  Feb.  4  issue. 
Before  that  issue  reached  the  homes  of 
our  readers,  members  of  our  staff  had 
embarked  on  what  was  to  become  the 
most  exhaustive  investigation  in  the 
Reporter’s  136-year  history. 

•  Two  staff  members  spent  most  of  a 
week  poring  over  documents  and  inter¬ 
viewing  personnel  at  the  offices  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  in  New 
York  City. 

•  Hundreds  of  dollars  were  spent  on 
phone  calls  and  hundreds  more  on  follow¬ 
up  trips  to  Washington  and  Indianapolis 
to  gather  information  and  perspective. 

•  For  three  weeks,  all  members  of  the 
Reporter’s  writing  staff  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  a  night-and-day  team  effort  to 
organize,  edit  and  distill  the  results  of 
our  investigation  into  readable  prose. 

A  different  type  of  report 
From  these  efforts  has  emerged  a 
qualitatively  different  type  of  report 
from  those  appearing  previously. 
Instead  of  focusing  primarily  on  charges 
and  counter-charges  regarding  symp¬ 
toms  of  the  NCC’s  problems,  we  have 
sought  to  test  the  validity  of  those 
charges.  We’ve  also  probed  to  discover 
and  illustrate  the  issues  and  problems 
which  lie  beneath  the  surface.  The  result 
is  an  assessment  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  and  those  who  are  related  to 
it  which  we  believe  you  will  find  balanced, 
comprehensive,  illuminating  and  helpful. 

An  unprecedented  amount  of  spade  — 
more  than  two  full  pages  —  is  devoted  in 
this  issue  to  the  first  installments  of  our 
findings.  A  similar  amount  will  follow  in 
our  April  8  issue. 

We  are  mindful  that  this  first 
installment  carries  the  date  of  Good 
Friday,  and  will  reach  you  just  before 
Easter.  We  had  hoped  to  complete  our 
research  and  report  our  findings  earlier, 
but  our  decision  to  place  a  higher  priority 
on  accuracy  and  thoroughness  than  on 
speed  precluded  that  possibility. 

As  we  considered  our  choices  we 
became  convinced  that  asking  our 
readers  to  deal  with  such  weighty 
information  during  Holy  Week  may  be  an 
unwelcome  intrusion,  but  one  which  is 
appropriate.  In  a  sense,  the  facts  and 
‘issues  dealt  with  in  our  report  represent 
a  cross  that  every  party  to  the 
controversy  surrounding  the  NCC  — 
church  leaders,  pastors,  lay  persons  and 
journalists  —  is  called  to  bear.  There  is 
no  good  time  for  struggling  with  painful 
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Dangers  to  be  avoided 

Two  serious  dangers  musl  be  avoided 
if  one  is  to  read  and  use  our  report 
constructively.  First,  one  should  avoid 
jumping  to  hasty,  ill-conceived 
conclusions  based  on  partial 
information  We  already  know  of  at  least 
one  viciously  unchristian  public  attack 
against  the  NCC,  the  WCC  and  every 
Christian  who  belongs  to  a  church 
related  to  those  organizations. 
"Documented  truth”  from  the  Reader’s 
Digest  and  "60  Minutes"  was  cited  as  the 
authority  for  that  attack.  We  are  mindful 
of  the  risk  that  our  findings  could  be 
similarly  misused  by  persons  with  some¬ 
thing  to  gain  from  attacking  the  church. 

Second,  since  our  report  contains  some 
findings  which  place  the  NCC  in  a  dam¬ 
aging  light,  there  is  the  danger  of  it  being 
misperceived  as  only  the  latest  in  an 
ongoing  series  of  "attacks”  on  the  NCC 
and  the  denominations  related  to  it. 
Numerous  denominational  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  defenders  have  shown  signs  during 
recent  weeks  of  developing  a  "siege 
mentality”  in  which  anything  other  than 
uncritical  endorsement  is  looked  upon  as 
an  "attack.” 

We  cannot  know  the  motives  of  other 
news  media.  To  the  extent  that  we  can 
know  our  own  motives,  we  see  ourselves 
as  a  part  of  the  church  and  our  destiny 
integrally  intertwined  with  the  church’s 
destiny.  We  also  stand  in  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  tradition  of  regarding  truth  as  more 
important  than  institutional  tranquillity. 
The  exposure  of  distressing  or  unholy 
truth  is  frequently  a  prerequisite  to  the 
advent  of  needed  reforms  in  institutional 
structures  and  practices. 

We  plan  to  withhold  detailed  editorial 
evaluations  of  our  findings  until  the 
remaining  stories  appear  in  next  week’s 
issue.  Similarly  we  urge  you  to  read  all 
parts  of  our  findings,  and  to  weigh  them 
together,  along  with  other  sources  of 
information  available  to  you,  before 
drawing  conclusions. 

Conclusions  summarized 

By  way  of  preview  and  summary, 
however,  we  are  convinced  on  the  basis 
of  our  research  that  the  NCC’s  problems 


‘Findings’  lay  some  ‘myths’  to  rest 


are  neither  as  malignant  as  its  harshest 
critics  have  diagnosed,  nor  as  benign  as 
its  chief  defenders  have  insisted.  And  we 
have  found  that  most  of  the  NCC’s  critics 
are  neither  as  sinister  as  some  have 
suggested,  nor  as  pure  in  motivation  as 
they  have  claimed. 

We  are  more  fully  convinced  than  ever 
that  the  future  health  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  Christian 
denominations  related  to  it  will  not  be 
determined  by  the  criticisms  which 
appear  in  Reader’s  Digest,  "60  Min¬ 
utes,”  or  any  other  mass  medium.  That 
determination  will  be  made  rather  by  the 
way  in  which  the  NCC’s  leaders,  the 
denominations'  leaders,  and  each  of  us 
as  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ,  play 
the  hand  which  has  been  dealt  to  us.  In 
fact,  the  present  high  degree  of  public 
interest  stimulated  by  the  public  media 
reports  provides  the  NCC  and  "main¬ 
line”  church  leaders  with  an  unparal¬ 
leled  opportunity  to  take  the  steps 
necessary  for  God  to  turn  a  crucifixion 
experience  into  a  resurrection  ex¬ 
perience.  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
for  the  Reporter  editorial  staff 


While  doing  the  research  for  the 
articles  presented  in  this  special  report 
on  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
its  critics,  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  found  that  several  of  the  most 
prominent  charges  and  counter-charges 
are  actually  myths  ( baseless  charges ) . 

Myth:  Some  money  contributed  to 
denominations  which  are  members  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  ends 
up  buying  guns  for  revolutionary  forces 
overseas. 

Finding:  Although  the  guns-and- 
offering-plate  image  was  projected 
prominently  in  the  "60  Minutes” 
segments,  neither  the  show  itself  nor 
any  other  source  has  offered  an 
example  of  how  any  money  from  the 
NCC  or  any  of  its  member- 
denominations  might  have  been  used  to 
buy  guns. 

The  Reporter  found  nothing  in  its 
research  that  even  hinted  at  the 
possibility  of  such  a  connection.  Even 
David  Jessup,  a  spokesman  for  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy, 
told  the  Reporter  that  he  does  not 
consider  the  guns  allegation  a 
legitimate  issue. 

Myth:  Cash  donations  represent  the 
major  way  the  NCC  supports  "leftist” 
causes. 

Finding:  A  common  fault  of  nearly 
every  report  about  the  NCC  has  been  a 
preoccupation  with  a  "money-funding- 
leftist-causes”  theme.  The  "leftist  tilt” 
revealed  by  the  Reporter’s  study  of  the 
NCC  is  much  more  dependent  on  the 
NCC’s  inconsistent  and  one-sided 
statements  and  staff  actions  than  on 
the  amount  of  money  involved. 

Myth:  The  NCC  and  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  —  which 
accuses  the  NCC  of  "leftist”  bias  — 
operate  from  a  fundamentally  different 
view  of  what  is  the  appropriate 
relationship  of  the  church  to 
communism. 

Finding:  Both  the  NCC  and  IRD 
have  explicit  policy  statements 
opposing  communism.  The  NCC  policy 
states  that  it  "is  and  always  has  been 
unalterably  opposed  to  communism.” 
The  IRD’s  statement  says  “Marxist- 
Leninism  promulgates  a  doctrine  that 
is  incompatable  with  a  Christian 
understanding  of  humanity.  .  .  Thus, 


Christians  must  be  unapologetically 
anti-communist.” 

Myth:  Executive  staff  members  at 
the  NCC  are  so  involved  with  political 
and  social  issues  they  have  little  time 
for  spiritual  concerns  and  little 
identification  with  the  local  church. 

Finding:  Many  executive  staff 
members  interviewed  by  the  Reporter 
had  major,  weekly  duties  in  a  local 
church.  They  teach  church  school 
classes,  usher,  serve  on  committees 
and  some  are  part-time  pastors. 

Myth:  The  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  wants,  most  of  all,  wide 
debate  and  discussion  on  the  issues  it 
raises. 

Finding:  The  National  Council  of 
Churches’  information  office  staged  a 
dialogue  in  March  1982  between  two 
leaders  each  from  the  IRD  and  the 
NCC.  To  date,  the  IRD  has  not  extended 
an  invitation  for  a  return  engagement, 
according  to  Warren  Day,  NCC 
spokesman. 

Myth:  The  Reader’s  Digest  article 
on  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
(January  1983)  and  the  CBS-TV  ”60 
Minutes”  segments  (broadcast  Jan.  23, 
1983)  are  part  of  a  carefully 
orchestrated  plot  to  attack  ecumenical 
organizations  and  the  churches  which 
are  related  to  them  by  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy,  which 
instigated,  manipulated  and,  to  some 
extent,  controlled  both  reports. 

Finding :  IRD  leaders  deny  any  such 
plot  and  say  they  wish  they  had  as 
much  influence  as  these  charges  imply. 

IRD  director  David  Jessup  said  he 
read  an  article  in  the  American 
Spectator  magazine  on  the  NCC.  He 
sent  the  author,  Dr.  Rael  Jean  Isaacs,  a 
copy  of  his  1979  report  critical  of  certain 
United  Methodist  general  agency 
funding.  After  she  was  assigned  by 
Reader’s  Digest  to  write  a  story  on  the 
NCC,  she  interviewed  Mr.  Jessup. 

Marti  Galovic,  researcher  for  the  "60 
Minutes”  segments,  told  the  Reporter 
”60  Minutes”  had  “always  been 
interested  in  doing  a  story  on  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.”  She  explained 
that  one  Saturday  at  home  she  heard  a 
radio  broadcast  of  religious  news  by 
Richard  Ostling  of  Time  magazine 
which  included  some  mention  of  the 


World  Council. 

Spurred  by  that  reminder,  she  asked 
Morley  Safer  if  he  were  still  interested 
in  the  World  Council.  He  said  yes.  She 
began  her  research  not  even  knowing, 
she  told  the  Reporter,  that  there  was 
such  a  thing  as  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  She  learned  of  the  NCC 
during  a  phone  conversation  with  Mr. 
Ostling.  She  said  she  called  the  Rev. 
Richard  John  Neuhaus  of  the  IRD 
following  that  conversation. 

Ms.  Galovic  also  contacted  the 
Reporter  asking  many  questions  nearly 
a  year  before  the  show  aired. 

What  appears  to  have  happened  is 
that  both  Reader’s  Digest  and  ”60 
Minutes”  included  IRD  charges,  which 
were  more  dramatic  than  information 
provided  by  other  sources.  Whatever 
else  is  true,  it  is  also  true  that  each 
organization  used  its  own  processes  and 
standards  for  deciding  what  to  report 
and  who  to  quote. 

Myth :  The  IRD  is  merely  a 
"religious  front  group  for  the  Reagan 
foreign  policy  agenda.”  Funded  by 
"conservative  foundations,”  IRD  is 
"striking  back”  because  of  NCC 
attacks  on  human  rights  abuses  among 
U.S.  allies. 

Finding:  On  numerous  foreign 
policy  issues,  the  IRD  reflects 
agreement  with  the  foreign  policy 
assumptions  and  goals  of  the  Reagan 
Administration,  but  there  is  not  enough 
homogeneity  among  IRD’s  directors 
correctly  to  label  them  as  "no  more 
than  a  religious  front  group.” 

“I  have  no  fundamental 
disagreement  with  the  NCC  push  against 
U.S.  policy  in  the  Philippines,  Taiwan, 
South  Korea  or  South  Africa,”  Dr.  Neu¬ 
haus  of  IRD  told  the  Reporter.  “Our 
understanding  of  liberal  democracy  is 
quite  insecure  there.  But  I  think  before 
NCC  criticism  can  be  more  effective,  it 
needs  to  be  more  sophisticated.” 

Myth:  The  IRD’s  support  from 
"conservative  foundations”  confirms 
that  its  real  agenda  is  to  destroy 
confidence  in  church  leaders  and  in  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Finding:  The  Reporter  looked  for 
but  found  no  evidence  of  any  “strings 
attached”  to  IRD’s  grants  from 
"conservative  foundations.” 


NCC  in  Vietnam :  argument  raised  incase  study 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  Some  40  million 
television  viewers  on  Jan.  23  heard  the 
Rev.  Richard  John  Neuhaus  make  the 
jolting  charge  that  the  church  tells  lies. 

Nothing  in  the  last  three  months  of 
controversy  has  more  infuriated  leaders 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  than  that  moment  when  the 
Lutheran  pastor  looked  into  the  cameras 
of  CBS’  “60  Minutes"  and  said: 

"What  worries  me  most.  .  .  is  when  the 
church  starts  telling  lies.  .  .  about 
countries  where  people  are  being 
imprisoned  and  tortured  and  slaughtered 
—  in  Indochina,  for  example,  after  the 
American  withdrawal.  And  we  paint  a 
rosy  picture  of  this,  and  pretend  it  isn’t 
happening.” 

He  went  on  to  accuse  church  leaders  of 
“consorting  with  the  persecutors  of  the 
church  of  Christ.” 

Many  NCC  officials  and  staff  members 
told  the  Reporter  that  they  still  are  irate 
that  Dr.  Neuhaus  —  a  person  who  has 
known  them  for  years  —  would  make 
such  an  "outlandish”  statement. 

Aid  to  Communist  governments? 

Dr.  Neuhaus  said  he  is  pleased  that  the 
charge  of  lying  has  drawn  such  a  strong 
response  because  it  shows  NCC  officials 
regard  truth-telling  as  important.  But,  he 
said,  the  NCC  has  "lied”  several  more 
times  in  its  response  to  recent  criticism. 

He  cited  this  statement  from  the  NCC: 

“The  NCC  does  not  fund  or  otherwise 
support  Communist  governments  or 
movements  anywhere  in  the  world. 
Instead  the  NCC  works  through 
churches. 

Does  that  mean  the  NCC  doesn’t  give 
aid  to  governments? 

Not  exactly,  NCC  officials  told  the 
Reporter. 

"We  never  send  money,”  said  the  Rev. 
Paul  McCleary,  head  of  the  NCC’s 
Church  World  Service. 

The  NCC’s  preferred  procedure  on 
material  aid,  (e.g.  bulldozers,  food)  is  to 
distribute  it  through  churches  or  non¬ 
partisan  relief  organizations  —  not  a 
government  —  he  said. 

However,  he  added,  that  procedure 
routinely  is  disregarded  in  nations  with 
communist  or  other  Marxist  govern¬ 
ments.  There,  material  aid  often  is  given 
to  some  government  group  "because 
everything  in  those  nations  is  so 
centrally  planned."  Dr.  McCleary  said. 

In  fact,  during  the  last  five  years,  the 
NCC  has  given  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  of  aid  to  a  quasi-government  or¬ 
ganization  in  Vietnam  for  specific  gov¬ 
ernment  projects,  NCC  documents  show. 

That,  said  Dr.  Neuhaus,  shows  the 
NCC's  widely  quoted  "no  support  of 
communist  governments  anywhere" 
assurance  to  be  "a  lie.” 

Not  fair,  Dr.  McCleary  told  the 
Reporter.  Because  it  is  difficult  to 
communicate  complex  answers  through 
the  news  media,  he  said,  the  NCC  made 
the  above  assurance  as  a  kind  of  "short¬ 
hand”  statement. 

“What  looks  like  aid  to  the  Vietnam 
government  really  isn’t  because 
Vietnamese  churches  choose  which 


government  projects  to  support,”  he 
explained.  The  NCC  then  offers  its  aid 
only  for  chosen  projects,  he  said. 

In  reality,  the  aid  to  Vietnam  still 
follows  the  NCC’s  preferred  procedure  of 
going  through  churches  because 
Vietnam's  churches  and  the  NCC  are 
totally  in  control  over  which  government 
projects  get  the  aid,  Dr.  McCleary 
explained. 

Vietnam  at  base  of  debate 

In  many  ways,  the  current  controversy 
over  the  NCC  is  based  on  differing  views 
of  what  the  communist  government  has 
done  with  Vietnam  since  the  United 
States  pulled  out. 

Many  of  the  NCC’s  staff  members  and 
their  chief  critics  were  allies  during  the 
1960s  in  opposition  to  the  U.S.  involve¬ 
ment  in  Vietnam,  but  split  around  1976 
over  the  human  rights  situation  in  Viet¬ 
nam  once  the  communist  government 
took  over. 

This  debate  has  flared  up  into  virtual 
warfare  since  Dr.  Neuhaus,  and  others 
who  felt  promises  concerning  human 
rights  and  freedom  were  betrayed  by 
Vietnam’s  communist  leaders,  found  a 
home  in  the  newly-formed  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy. 

To  Dr.  Neuhaus,  a  prime  founder  and 
leader  of  religious  opposition  to  the 
Vietnam  war,  the  NCC’s  activity  in 
Vietnam  in  general  aids  a  repressive 
government  and  constitutes  a  “big  lie” 
because  it  is  done  without  clear  public 
statements  about  the  abject  condition  of 
human  rights  there. 

NCC  says  pragmatism  rules 

NCC  officials  look  at  Vietnam  in  a  very 
different  way. 

First,  they  are  grateful  to  the 
government  that  a  “bloodbath”  did  not 
occur  when  the  Communist  government 
from  the  North  took  control  of  all 
Vietnam. 

Second,  most  NCC  involvement  there 
is  through  Church  World  Service. 

And,  "Church  World  Service  is  a 
humanitarian  organization,”  Dr. 
McCleary  said,  “and  only  secondly  a 
human  rights  organization.”  If  people 
are  starving  or  homeless,  Church  World 
Service  doesn’t  care  what  kind  of 
government  they  live  under  or,  if  it 
becomes  an  issue,  who  distributes  the 
emergency  aid,  he  said. 

However,  a  lot  of  the  aid  has  not  been 
for  emergency  needs  but  for  economic 
development  needs.  Dr.  McCleary 
agrees.  The  bulk  of  that  has  gone  to  the 
New  Economic  Zones  where  urban 
dwellers  are  "enticed"  to  move  to  vacant 
land  and  participate  in  new  collective 
farming  ventures. 

The  aid  primarily  has  been  in  heavy 
machinery  and  roofing  materials. 

Some  Church  World  Service  officials 
acknowledge  both  that  the  residents  of 
the  New  Economic  Zones  probably  do  not 
know  the  aid  was  from  Christian 
organizations  and  that  the  Vietnam  . 
government’s  power  probably  is 
strengthened  somewhat  by  the  aid. 

But,  they  emphasize,  the  Vietnamese 
church  also  is  strengthened  in  the  eyes  of 
government  leaders  who  know  well  the 
source  of  the  aid. 


* t*  i  )  i 

The  lives  of  many  Vietnamese  undisputably  have  been  improved  —  at  least  for  the 
short  term  —  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  development  aid  given  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  to  projects  of  the  Vietnam  government. 

But  human  rights  organizations  document  severe  repression  of  the  people  by  that 
government.  Have  the  NCC’s  various  kinds  of  cooperation  with  and  support  for  the 
government  —  while  not  publicly  condemning  its  abuses  —  helped  or  hindered  the 
Vietnamese  people  in  the  long  run  to  gain  more  human  rights?  NCC  leaders  and  their 
critics  diametrically  disagree.  Helmut reuschle  photo 


Church  World  Service’s  primary 
human  rights  concern  is  “how  to 
strengthen  the  life  of  the  church  in  ser¬ 
vice  in  its  country,”  Dr.  McCleary  said. 

Church  representatives  are  on  the 
quasi-government  organization’s  board 
with  which  the  NCC  deals. 

In  the  past,  Dr.  McCleary  has  stated 
that  NCC  officials  are  treated  with 
diplomatic  status  in  Vietnam  because  of 
all  their  assistance  there.  He  has  come 
under  sharp  criticism  for  supposedly  not 
taking  advantage  of  that  entree  to  press 
hard  for  improved  human  rights 
conditions  in  Vietnam. 

Dr.  McCleary  said  the  NCC  has  raised 
some  of  those  concerns  privately  and 
uses  tour  groups  of  non-NCC  personnel  to 
raise  those  same  concerns  in  a  more 
free-wheeling  manner.  He  said  the  NCC 
follows  a  pragmatic  approach  that 
delicately  tries  to  preserve  good 
relations  for  the  good  of  Vietnam’s 
Christians.  Most  aid  to  Vietnam’s 
government  is  for  areas  with  large 
Christian  populations,  he  said.  An 
estimated  four  million  persons  are 
Christians  in  the  56  million  population. 

Praise  of  Vietnam  angers 

But  Dr.  Neuhaus  still  labels  Dr. 
McCleary’s  work  as  “consorting  with 
persecutors.”  He  claims  that  Church 
World  Service  not  only  is  quiet  publicly 


about  human  rights  violations  but  puts 
out  a  great  deal  of  literature  and  public 
statements  commending  Vietnam’s 
leaders  and  their  system. 

Amnesty  International  agrees  with  Dr. 
Neuhaus’  dark  assessment  of  life  in  Viet¬ 
nam.  It  condemns  the  communist 
leaders  for  continuing  "mass 
detentions”  for  political  reasons  and  ex¬ 
presses  continuing  concern  about  the 
treatment  of  intellectuals  and  persons  of 
Chinese  origin. 

Freedom  House  gives  Vietnam  a  No.  7 
(the  worst)  rating  on  political  rights  and 
a  No.  6  rating  on  civil  rights. 

NCC  officials  often  reply  to  charges 
that  they  aren’t  concerned  about  human 
rights  victims  in  Vietnam  by  telling  how 
many  refugees  they  have  resettled. 


The  Reporter’s  study  of  press  releases 
the  last  five  years,  however,  found  the 
NCC  didn’t  say  much  for  the  millions  left 
behind.  It  rarely  mentioned  why  Refu¬ 
gees  fled  and  even  less  frequently  speci¬ 
fied  the  government  as  the  cause. 

This  was  an  especially  glaring  omis¬ 
sion  during  a  1978  massive  (and,  many 
felt,  discriminatory)  re-settlement  of 
Chinese-origin  Vietnamese.  And  tens  of 
thousands  of  Vietnamese  were  becoming 
“boat  people"  with  tragic  loss  of  life  on 
the  high  seas 

During  that  time,  the  NCC  was  sending 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of 
emergency  and  development  aid  through 
the  Vietnam  government  while  at  the 
same  time  raising  money  to  help  resettle 
the  “boat  people." 

NCC  press  releases  during  1978  did  not 
indicate  any  concern  or  much  discussion 
by  NCC  officials  about  the  possible 
human  rights  violations  which  were 
causing  this  major  exodus.  In  fact,  an 
NCC  delegation  to  Vietnam  returned  to 
the  United  States  talking  about  how  the 
Vietnam  government  placed  a  high  value 
on  “respect  for  human  dignity.” 

Later  in  1978,  Church  World  Service 
placed  some  blame  on  the  Vietnam 
government  for  the  exodus  of  the  “boat 
people"  while  continuing  to  send  aid  for 
government  projects. 

“We  probably  could  go  along  with  a  lot 
of  the  NCC’s  aid  to  Vietnam,”  said  Penn 
Kemble  of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy,  “if  the  NCC  would  just  tell 
the  truth  about  Vietnam  in  public. 

“It’s  not  the  NCC’s  actions  that  are  so 
much  the  problem  as  the  education 
materials  and  statements,”  Mr.  Kemble 
said. 

Dr.  McCleary  said  he  believes  the  NCC 
is  putting  on  sufficient  pressure  so  that 
Vietnam  “knows  how  we  feel  on  these 
issues." 

Unlike  its  policy  in  some  nations,  the 
NCC  never  has  established  an  on-going 
program  in  Vietnam,  he  said.  So  the  gov¬ 
ernment  has  known  it  has  to  meet  certain 
standards  or  it  will  lose  the  NCC’s  aid. 

In  addition,  he  said,  the  NCC  has 
almost  totally  dropped  out  of  Vietnam 
during  the  last  year  because  the 
government  has  not  loosened  up  in 
allowing  the  Council  to  work  more 
directly  through  churches  there. 

“I’m  not  the  least  bit  embarrassed  at 
what  Church  World  Service  has  done  — 
or  the  NCC  —  in  defending  individuals 
and  individual  rights,”  he  said. 


Welcome  to  new  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
approximately  125  member-families 
of  Salem  UMC  in  Inver  Grove 
Heights,  Minnesota  (Minnesota 
Conference),  265  member-families  of 
the  Holy  Covenant  UMC  in  Carrollton, 
Texas  ( North  Texas  Conference),  and 
700  member-families  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Loveland,  Colorado  (Rocky 
Mountain  Conference) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions 


to  more  than  325  local  churches  across 
the  U.S.  which  publish  special  editions 
of  this  newspaper  —  combining  local 
news  with  annual  conference  and 
general  religious  news,  and  mailing  it 
directly  to  the  members’  homes. 

To  our  new  readers  we  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  paper  interesting 
and  informative,  and  that  you  will  join 
with  other  readers  in  providing  feed¬ 
back  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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4-1  imbalance  found  in  NCC  human  rights  actions 

Documents  suggest  ‘indifference’ to  leftist  abuses 


|  Reader’s  guide  | 

This  is  the  first  of  two  special  issues  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  devoted 
largely  to  reporting  to  our  readers  the 
results  of  our  investigation  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  its 
critics. 

•  A  letter  FROM  the  Editor  (page  2) 

•  Some 'myths’ laid  to  rest 

by ‘findings’  (page  2) 

•  Study  shows  imbalance  in  NCC 
human  rights  actions  ( this  page ) 

•  NCC  leaders  say ’American  bias’ 

skews  actions  (this  page) 

•  Full  NCC  progra  m  impresses 

writer  on  tour  (this  page) 

•  NCC  human  rights  policy 

reviewed  (this  page) 

•  Case  study  in  Vietnam :  ’big  lie’  or 

‘delicate  diplomacy’?  (page  2) 

•  NCC  must  speak  out 
for  leftists’  victims, 

president  says?  <  this  page ) 

•  NCC  staff  structure  makes- 
accountability  hard  to  trace 

(next  week) 

•  Links  to  special  interest 

groups  a  major  problem  (next  week) 

•  NCC  critic  group: 

David  or  Goliath?  (next  week) 

•  Editorial  analysis 

and  conclusions  (next  week) 

The  Reporter's  editors  encourage 
readers  to  read  all  parts  of  the  whole 
story  —  this  week  and  next  beginning 
with  our  rationale  statement  on  page  2  — 
before  drawing  conclusions. 


NCC’s  human 
rights  policy 

Violations  of  freedoms 
said  ‘sin  against  God’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  human  rights  policy  statement 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  lists  some  50  freedoms  and 
rights  believed  to  be  "due  to  all  per¬ 
sons”  everywhere  in  the  world. 

Any  government’s  denials  of  these 
rights  and  freedoms  inherent  to  a 
person’s  worth  before  God,  "are  not 
simply  a  crime  against  humanity; 
they  are  a  sin  against  God,”  the  policy 
declares. 

A  government  is  to  be  judged  by 
how  well  it  insures  the  50  freedoms 
and  rights  for  its  people,  the 
statement  suggests,  and  not  on  the 
basis  of  its  economic  or  political 
system. 

Following  are  some  of  the  human 
rights  which  the  NCC  calls  on  itself, 
its  Governing  Board  and  staff 
members,  and  all  Christians  to 
advance  and  protect  worldwide: 


and 

our 
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General  Rights 

Freedom  of  religion 
conscience,  "basic  to  all 
liberties.” 

A  free  press. 

Freedom  of  speech. 

Peaceable  assembly 
demonstration. 

Freedom  from  arbitrary  arrest, 
secret  imprisonment,  police  brutality, 
mob  violence  and  cruel  punishment. 

Political  and  Civic  Rights 

Secret-ballot  voting  with 
alternative  choices. 

The  right  to  organize  peaceful 
political  activity. 

Equality  before  the  law,  including  a 
number  of  specific  rights  regarding 
due  process  during  arrests  and  trials. 

Economic  Rights 

Free  choice  of  employment. 

Opportunity  to  own  property. 

Voluntary  labor  unions, 
corporations  and  cooperatives. 

Social  Rights 

Mobility  within  one’s  country  and 
the  right  to  leave  and  return  to  that 
country. 

Privacy,  protected  against 
unreasonable  searches  or  seizures, 
including  interception  of  mail  and 
surreptitious  interference. 

The  NCC’s  pol¬ 
icy  statement  says 
"there  are  divine 
imperatives  upon 
Christians  and 
churches”  to  en¬ 
courage  govern¬ 
ments  “fully  to 
recognize  these 
rights  in  law  and 
enforcement  and 
observance  of 
law.” 

To  help  measure 
the  NCC’s  perfor¬ 
mance  in  respect 
to  its  own  human 
rights  policy,  the 
Reporter  used  the 
annual  reports  of 
two  non-profit, 
non-sectarian,  human  rights  organi¬ 
zations  —  Amnesty  International  and 
the  Comparative  Survey  of  Freedoms 
office  of  Freedom  House. 

Their  judgments  of  the  situation  in 
each  nation  of  the  world  are  based  on 
criteria  that  are  found  in  the  NCC’s 
policy.  When  placed  together,  the 
criteria  used  by  the  two  groups 
include  every  human  right  listed 
above  in  the  NCC  policy. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  human  rights- 
related  actions  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  differ  drastically 
depending  on  whether  the  government 
repressing  freedoms  is  right-wing  or  left- 
wing,  a  detailed  study  by  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  has  revealed. 

That  difference  may  help  explain  why 
so  many  persons  have  the  perception 
that  the  NCC  has  a  substantial  "tilt”  to 
the  political  left  on  international  issues, 
some  NCC  officials  acknowledged.. 

The  Reporter  examined  the  NCC’s  own 
press  releases,  literature  and  resolutions 
for  the  past  five  years. 

It  discovered  that  the  NCC  has  devoted 
at  least  four  times  more  effort  to 
addressing  abuses  by  dictatorial  rightist 
regimes  (such  as  South  Korea)  than  to 
those  by  dictatorial  leftist  regimes  (such 
as  Vietnam). 

And  when  the  NCC  did  respond  to 
repression  of  persons  living  under 
governments  with  Marxist  leaders,  it  did 
so  with  much  less  intensity  of  study, 
condemnation  and  action. 

The  Reporter  presented  its  findings  to 
several  of  the  NCC’s  top  officials.  None 
disputed  the  results. 

"You  have  done  research  that  I’m  not 
sure  has  been  done  before,  but  I’m  not 
surprised  at  what  appears  to  be  an 
imbalance”  in  NCC  actions,  said  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  the 
NCC’s  president. 

However,  he  and  others  emphasized 
their  strong  belief  that  the  apparent 
imbalance  on  international  issues  does 
not  prove  that  NCC  staff  members  have 
some  sort  of  leftist  ideological  bias. 

They  said  many  NCC  actions  on  human 
rights  are  deliberately  kept  quiet  for 
strategic  purposes  and  would  not  have 
shown  up  in  the  documents  studied  by  the 
Reporter.  Such  discreet  action  relates  to 
both  rightist  and  leftist  governments, 
they  said. 

The  real  causes  of  the  "imbalance,” 
they  said,  probably  can  be  found  in  the 
way  the  NCC  is  structured  and  in  its 
member  denominations’  rather 
parochial  view  of  the  world  based  on 
where  the  U.S.  government  and  U.S. 
missionaries  are  most  involved  (see 
related  story). 

Nonetheless,  several  NCC  officials 
acknowledged  that  what  the  NCC  tells 
the  public  through  resolutions  and 
actions  reported  in  press  releases  seems 
to  suggest  that  the  NCC  is  indifferent  to 
the  plight  of  nations  with  repressive 
left-wing  governments. 

That  perception  is  not  accurate,  these 
officials  claimed,  but  it  does  feed  the 
persistent  charge  that  the  NCC  is  blind  to 
the  shortcomings  of  Marxist  leaders  and 
perhaps  is  even  supportive  of  them  and 
their  ideology. 

Methodology  for  tabulation 

"Left-wing”  was  defined  by  the 
Reporter  for  this  study  as  being  those 
nations  with  Communist  governments 
(e.g.  Poland)  and  those  with  one-party 
ruling  elites  whose  leaders  openly 
identify  with  Marxist-Leninist  ideology 
(e.g.  Angola). 

The  "right-wing”  category  includes  a 
slightly  larger  group  of  nations.  Their 
governments  either  are  non-Marxist 
dictatorships  (e.g.  Chile)  or  they  are 
limited  democracies  with  dictatorial 
aspects  which  effectively  block  sizeable 
groups  of  persons  from  political 
participation  (e.g.  El  Salvador  and  South 
Africa). 

Under  these  definitions,  roughly  40 
percent  of  the  world’s  nations  would  fall 
in  a  category  labeled  "other,”  primarily 
distinguished  by  the  existence  of  a  rela¬ 
tively  high  degree  of  democratic  political 
rights  as  advocated  by  the  NCC’s  policy 
on  human  rights. 

For  tabulation  purposes,  the  Reporter 
listed  all  NCC  actions  concerning  human 
rights  reported  in  NCC  press  releases 
since  January  1978.  Each  was  placed  in 
one  of  three  categories:  right-wing,  left- 
wing  and  other. 

An  “action”  was  considered  to  be  a 
letter,  a  speech,  testimony  before  bodies 
such  as  the  United  Nations  or  U.S. 
Congress,  a  forum,  a  consultation,  a 
demonstration,  a  meeting  with  a  political 
leader,  an  investigative  tour  group  and 
its  report,  a  resolution,  etc. 

If  there  was  a  flurry  of  activity  during 
a  month-long  period  surrounding  a  single 
set  of  circumstances  in  one  nation,  the 
whole  cluster  of  actions  was  listed  as  a 
single  "action.” 

“Rightists”  get  most  attention 

Nearly  four-fifths  of  the  NCC  human 
rights  “actions”  listed  were  related  to 
abuses  of  persons  by  right-wing 
governments. 

A  few  "actions”  dealt  with  violations 


by  democratic  governments. 

Only  about  one-fifth  of  the  "actions” 
had  to  do  with  left-wing  governments. 

Were  right-wing  governments 
responsible  for  the  majority  of  human 
rights  denials  across  the  globe  during 
that  five-year  period  —  as  the  NCC’s 
actions  might  suggest? 

Not  according  to  the  research  of  two 
human  rights  organizations  —  Amnesty 
International  and  Freedom  House.  These* 
organizations  annually  evaluate 


governments  on  the  basis  of  criteria 
which  coincidentally  are  also  contained 
in  the  NCC’s  human  rights  policy 
statement  ( see  related  story  below ) . 

Their  annual  reports  show  left-wing 
and  right-wing  governments  to  share 
almost  equally  in  responsibility  for  the 
worst  repression  of  human  rights  around 
the  world. 

Of  36  nations  listed  by  Freedom  House 
in  its  worst  (No.  7)  category  for  political 
and  civil  freedoms,  20  have  left-wing 


governments. 

Actions  sometimes  opposite 

The  Reporter  study  found  that,  at 
times,  the  NCC  advocated  directly 
opposite  actions  toward  human  rights 
violators  —  that  is,  one  response  for 
rightist  regimes  and  an  opposite  one  for 
leftist  regimes. 

A  case  in  point  involves  economic 
development  assistance : 

•  During  1979  when  the  rightist  dictator 
Somoza  was  still  in  power  in  Nicaragua, 


the  NCC  called  on  U.S.  banks  to  stop 
making  loans  to  that  nation  because  of 
human  rights  violations  there 

•  Also  that  year,  shareholder  resolu¬ 
tions  coordinated  by  the  Interfaith 
Center  on  Corporate  Responsibility  (an 
"NCC-related  organization”  >  would  have 
stopped  bank  loans  to  rightist-ruled  Chile 
in  protest  of  human  rights  abuses. 

•  An  NCC  team  went  to  rightist-ruled 
Guatemala  during  1982  to  investigate 
deteriorating  conditions  for  residents 
there.  The  resulting  recommendations 
included  one  that  governments  and 

( Please  turn  to  page  4) 


Council  leaders: 


‘Tilt’  blamed  on  priorities  set 
by  member-denominations 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  National  Council  of 
Churches  officials  told  the  Reporter  that 
NCC  actions  are  "imbalanced”  —  when 
measured  in  ideological  terms  — 
precisely  because  the  council  is  so 
American. 

Dr.  Claire  Randall,  the  NCC’s  chief 
executive,  explained:  "We  are  an 
American  council  of  churches  with  a 
very  great  responsibility  for  dealing  with 
what  the  U.S.  government  does.  ’  ’ 

The  NCC  displays  what  looks  to  some 
like  indifference  to  the  mistreatment  of 
people  by  left-wing  governments  because 
few  Marxist  nations  are  U.S.  allies,  she 
said. 


NCC  statements  often  point  out  that  the 
Christian  church  must  not  be  made  cap¬ 
tive  to  any  nationality  or  ideology.  But 
most  NCC  officials  interviewed  by  the 
Reporter  said  the  NCC’s  human  rights 
agenda  is  set  mainly  by  where  and  what 
the  U.S.  State  Department  decides  to  do. 

Why  “leftists”  downplayed 

The  bias  toward  critiquing  U.S.  foreign 
policy  is  one  of  four  main  reasons  given 
by  NCC  officials  for  the  "tilt”  in  human 
rights  actions.  The  others  are: 

•  Structure:  Human  rights  actions  are 
taken  primarily  by  specific  NCC  offices 
which  aren’t  necessarily  coordinated. 
Those  offices  are  guided  by  committees 


composed  mainly  of  staff  persons  from 
general  agencies  of  the  NCC’s  member- 
denominations  (see  story  next  week). 

"Our  member-denominations  aren’t 
working  on  these  Marxist  concerns, 
either,"  Dr.  Randall  said.  “We  depend  on 
what  the  denominations  send  us. 

"If  United  Methodists,  for  instance, 
want  these  concerns  about  Marxist 
problems  pushed,  they  should  contact 
their  United  Methodist  representatives." 

Because  each  office  of  the  NCC 
essentially  is  free  to  do  whatever  and 
how  much  of  it  they  want,  the  presence  of 
"real  activists”  on  a  few  committees 
guarantees  that  all  NCC  actions 
considered  together  will  be  unbalanced 
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NCC’s  voices  against  repression  —  different  volume,  different  tone 

Repressive  left-wing  and  right-wing  governments  cast  relatively  equal  shadows  on  much  of  the  world’s 
populations,  reports  by  human  rights  organizations  indicate. 

Yet.  the  National  Council  of  Churches'  actions  the  last  five  years  have  been  tilted  by  at  least  a  4-to-l  ratio  to¬ 
ward  addressing  the  abuses  by  dictatorial  right-wing  governments,  according  to  study  by  the  Reporter  of  NCC 
documents. 

Less  than  one-fifth  of  the  NCC’s  human  rights  efforts  have  dealt  with  the  causes  of  suffering  in  leftist  dicta¬ 
torial  regimes,  and.  the  Reporter  found,  the  “tone  of  voice”  used  against  leftist  and  rightist  abuses  was  consider¬ 
ably  different.  united  methodist  reporter  graphic  by  mike  hill 


Silence  seen  benefitting  leftist  tyranny; 
NCC  must  speak  louder,  president  says 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  If  U.S.  churches 
don't  speak  out  for  victims  of  repression 
by  left-wing  governments,  who  will? 

That’s  a  question  that  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  the  NCC’s 
president,  wrestled  with  off  and  on  during 
a  two-hour  interview  in  his  office  recently. 

First,  he  gave  a  list  of  reasons  to  the 
Reporter  for  why  the  NCC  hasn't  done 
much  work  in  behalf  of  those  victims  — 
compared  with  that  done  for  victims  of 
right-wing  governments.  Marxist 
societies  are  so  closed  to  influence  from 
the  outside  that  broad  protests  against 
repression  there  might  endanger 
segments  of  the  population,  he  said. 

But  after  the  Reporter  read  to  him 
several  policy  statements  by  other  human 
rights  organizations  about  the  importance 
of  balance  and  impartiality  regarding 
governments  of  different  ideologies,  the 
bishop  made  several  pledges. 

The  NCC  must  devote  far  more 
attention  to  the  mistreatment  of  people 
by  their  left-wing  governments,  Bishop 
Armstrong  said. 

Although  the  reasons  for  NCC’s  “quiet 
voice”  in  the  past  are  legitimate,  they 
aren’t  strong  enough,  he  said. 

Churches  in  left-wing  countries 
certainly  can’t  raise  their  voices  against 
their  governments  the  way  the  NCC  does 
against  its  own,  he  said. 

But  the  bishop  agreed  with  various  hu¬ 


man  rights  leaders  who  have  said  that  si¬ 
lence  about  abuses  only  helps  tyrannical 
rulers.  "We  can  find  ways  to  speak  out 
without  endangering  the  persons  we  are 
trying  to  help.” 

He  also  said  he  is  in  complete  agree¬ 
ment  with  a  recent  Amnesty  Internation¬ 
al  statement  that  to  have  strong  influ¬ 
ence  on  human  rights  matters,  an  organi¬ 
zation  not  only  must  be  impartial,  but  it 
must  be  perceived  as  impartial. 

The  kind  of  imbalance  in  NCC  actions 
documented  by  the  Reporter  obviously 
hurts  the  NCC’s  influence.  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  said. 

That  opinion  was  repeated  by  the  Rev. 
William  Wipfler,  head  of  the  NCC’s 
human  rights  office,  who  was  taken 
through  the  same  line  of  questions  the 
Reporter  posed  to  Bishop  Armstrong. 

One  reason  more  U.S.  Christians  don’t 
join  the  NCC  in  opposing  human  rights 
violations  in  South  Africa,  for  example, 
may  be  because  many  think  the  NCC  is 
acting  on  ideological  impulses,  Mr. 
Wipfler  suggested. 

Bishop  Armstrong  said  he  has  worked 
some  on  questions  of  balance  since 
becoming  the  NCC’s  president  a  year  ago. 

NCC  documents  prove  him  right, 
the  Reporter’s  research  reveals. 

While  the  ratio  of  human  rights  actions 
related  to  right-wing  (as  opposed  to  left- 
wing)  governments  was  4  to  1  during  the 
last  five  years,  it  was  2  to  1  last  year. 

The  reduced  imbalance  was  primarily 


due  to  Bishop  Armstrong’s  personally 
addressing  several  left-wing  human 
rights  problems. 

The  bishop  said  the  entire  NCC 
Governing  Board  deserves  credit  for  any 
change  he  has  wrought  because  it  chose 
him  for  the  kind  of  emphasis  he  would 
bring  to  the  job. 

But  the  presidency  is  a  part-time  job 
with  limited  powers.  And  the  bishop's 
office  here  is  a  long  way  from  the  NCC 
headquarters  in  New  York  City. 

He  said  he  and  others  are  doing  some 
“heavy  behind  the  scenes”  work  to  deal 
with  questions  of  imbalance  in  the  NCC. 
He  would  not  specify  the  details  for 
publication  for  fear  that  would  reduce  his 
chance  for  success. 


—  that  is,  concentrated  on  a  few  concerns 

—  Dr.  Randall  said. 

•Old  missions  lines.  The 
denominations’  agency  staffs 
concentrate  their  attention  on  nations 
where  the  denominations  historically 
have  had  "overseas  missions  ” 

Those  places  primarily  have  right- 
wing  governments.  Dr.  Randall  said. 

•  Bucking  perceived  trends.  NCC  staff 
members  and  committees  tend  to  feel 
they  must  counter  prevailing  "conserva¬ 
tive”  trends  of  thought  in  the  U.S.  about 
international  issues.  If  church  members 
are  anti-communists,  the  thinking  goes, 
church  leaders  should  not  reinforce 
members’  disdain  for  the  left-wing. 

Actions  concerning  Cuba  exemplify 
this.  It  is  both  an  old  U.S.  mission  field 
and  the  object  of  a  lot  of  NCC  member- 
denominations'  interest.  For  those 
reasons,  one  might  expect  to  hear  the 
NCC  speak  out  on  the  human  rights 
situation  there.  Cuba  is  one  of  the  worst 
in  the  region  in  measuring  up  to  NCCs 
own  human  rights  standards,  according  to 
reports  from  Amnesty  International  and 
Freedom  House. 

Yet,  the  NCC  has  been  virtually  silent 
about  them  and  has  distributed  volumes 
of  literature  and  initiated  myriad  actions 
that  have  been  almost  entirely  laudatory 
of  Cuba. 

The  reason  for  that,  NCC  officials 
replied,  is  that  they  felt  American 
Christians  are  so  anti -Cuba,  it  would  be 
more  helpful  to  give  them  information  on 
the  other  side. 

“Whom  can  I  influence?” 

Most  NCC  officials  interviewed  by  the 
Reporter  agreed  that  one  common  theme 
in  NCC  human  rights  actions  is  criticism 
of  the  U.S.  government. 

Even  actions  against  left-wing  abuses 
commonly  include  criticism  of  the 
United  States  for  some  kind  of  indirect 
role,  NCC  records  show.  And  that 
sometimes  happens  without  any  specific 
mention  of  the  left-wing  government  that 
actually  is  violating  the  citizens'  rights 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  the  NCC’s 
president,  told  the  Reporter:  “The 
question  we  ask  is,  "Whom  can  I  hope  to 
influence?  Where  will  my  voice  be 
heard?” 

The  answer,  NCC  officials  said,  is  that 
most  Marxist  nations  are  so  “closed” 
that  the  council  has  little  hope  of 
influencing  them.  So  the  NCC  devotes  its 
efforts  to  the  United  States,  which  is 
more  open,  and  to  its  allies. 

Some  officials  agreed  such  an 
operating  policy  could  be  interpreted  to 
encourage  a  paradoxical  response.  A 
nation’s  leaders  might  find  that  the 
easiest  way  to  stop  receiving  criticism 
from  U.S.  churches  would  be  to  become 
more  closed  and  repressive  and  to  cut 
ties  with  the  United  States. 

Pressed  further  about  this,  two  key 
NCC  officials  told  the  Reporter  that  they 
believe  the  council  must  change  its 
approach  to  human  rights  questions, 
however  understandable  and  natural  the 
past  approach  has  been  (see  detailed; 
article  on  page  2) 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK* 


‘I  felt  good  about  the  NCC’ 

Writer  finds  major  6 unsung  story 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  does  —  on  a  huge,  ecumenical 
scale  —  much  of  what  my  local  church 
does,  I  learned  on  a  visit  to  the  offices 
which  make  up  the  NCC. 

The  NCC  plans  Sunday  school  lessons, 
resettles  refugees,  develops  worship 
materials  and  provides  emergency  aid 
for  people  in  trouble. 

And  the  NCC  does  things,  in  the  spirit 
of  Christian  unity,  that  one  church  or 
denominational  agency  may  not  be  able 
to  do  alone:  it  brings  together  Roman 
Catholics,  Southern  Baptists  and  United 
Methodists  and  helps  them  look  beyond 
their  differences  and  work  together. 

The  "God  Box”  —  as  the  Interchurch 


Center  at  475  Riverside  Drive  here  is 
often  called  —  houses  projects  which 
exemplify  the  diversity  of  Christian 
mission.  Even  the  NCC’s  most  vocal 
critics  acknowledge  that  its  ministry  is 
essential.  Said  the  Rev.  Richard 
Neuhaus,  a  spokesman  for  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy : 

"Some  parts  of  the  NCC  are  so 
indispensable  that  they’d  have  to  be 
preserved  even  if  the  overall  structure 
were  to  collapse. 

"No  other  institution  could  easily  or 
quickly  take  up  the  tasks  of  those  NCC 
operations,”  he  said. 

Among  its  many  contributions,  I 
learned  that  the  NCC  has: 

•  Provided  more  than  five  billion 
pounds  of  food,  clothing  and  health 


supplies  around  the  world  for  40  years  by 
pulling  together  many  church-related 
agencies  into  a  single  ministry  of 
compassion; 

•  Developed  an  ecumenical  Sunday 
school  curriculum  which  is  used  by 
several  million  people  from  more  than  25 
denominations; 

•  Translated  and  copyrighted  the 
Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  — 
the  most  widely  used  version  of  the 
scriptures  in  modern  English ; 

•  Helped  resettle  8,496  refugees  during 
1982  alone  and  more  than  320,000  in  its 
history ; 

•  Sought  through  face-to-face 
dialogues  to  improve  relations  among 

( Please  turn  to  page  4 ) 


Three  ways  to  go... 

Three  roads  to  one  destination?  Through  the 
Advance,  three  divisions  work  to  accomplish 
the  same  thing — care  for  the  world's  children. 

The  National  Division  concentrates  on 
children  within  the  50  states.  Assistance  is 
given  so  that  children  may  receive  food  and 
clothing,  and  attend  school. 

The  World  Division  works  in  67  different 
countries.  Medical  care  is  a  vital  part  of  their 
ministry,  particularly  in  areas  where  one-third 
of  the  infants  die. 

The  Unitec^Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  cares  for  children  when  they  are 
uprooted  from  their  homes  because 
of  war,  famine  or  lack 
of  water. 

Three  ways  to  care  for 
children.  Give  to  Child 
Support  ministries  in  all 
three  divisions. 


For  more  information  write: 

THE  ADVANCE  OFFICE 
Room  1316 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 
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Church  leaders  reject 
‘inclusive  council’  idea 


Bv  WILLM  AR  L.  THORKELSON 
Special  to  the  Reporter 
MINNEAPOLIS  -  The  U.S.  Church 
Leaders  Conference,  an  informal  annual 
gathering  of  denominational  heads,  will 
remain  a  forum. 

Dr.  David  W.  Preus,  presiding  bishop 
of  the  American  Lutheran  Church,  had 
proposed  in  a  paper  given  to  the 
conference  a  year  ago  and  re-read  at  this 
year’s  meeting,  that  the  Christian 
churches  of  the  nation  establish  a  “new 
formal  inclusive,  conciliar  expression.” 

At  present  time,  he  noted,  “there  is  no 
vehicle  that  enables  us  to  make  even  a 
minimal  common  Christian  witness.” 
But  the  45  church  leaders  representing  36 
denominations,  meeting  behind  closed 
doors  in  a  downtown  hotel,  indicated  no 
desire  for  a  more  structured  type  of 
organization  that  would  involve  their 
denominations. 

(Bishop  James  M.  Ault,  secretary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
attended  the  Minneapolis  meeting.) 

However,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to 
make  the  conference  more  inclusive, 
said  Dr.  Milton  B.  Engebretson,  Chicago, 
chairman. 

Dr.  Engebretson,  the  president  of  the 
Evangelical  Covenant  Church  of 
America,  said,  “We  anticipate 
participation  by  more  church  bodies, 
more  women’s  groups  and  minorities. 
We  are  also  anxious  to  involve  new  ethnic 
minority  churches  recently  established. 
We  shall  continue  to  meet  annually  for 
discussion  and  forums  and  for 
emphasizing  some  concerns  for  the 
mission  of  the  church.” 

The  conference,  which  first  met  in 
1971,  met  every  two  years  until  it  was 


decided  in  1982  to  meet  annually. 

Dr.  Wm.  P.  Thompson,  stated  clerk  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  who 
appeared  with  Dr.  Engebretson  at  the 
closing  news  conference,  said  that 
Bishop  Preus’  proposal  was  discussed  at 
length  and  the  “consensus  of  the  group 
was  that  we  prefer  to  continue  in  the 
informal  relationship  of  a  forum  rather 
than  have  something  of  an  official 
character.” 

He  noted  that  the  conference  includes 
church  leaders  who  would  find  it  difficult 
to  identify  with  an  inter-church 
organization. 

The  leaders  attending  the  conference 
come  from  a  wide  spectrum  of 
denominations,  including  mainline 
Protestant,  conservative  evangelical, 
Pentecostal,  Roman  Catholic  and  Greek 
Orthodox. 

Some  of  the  denominations  are 
members  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  some  belong  to  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  and  some 
belong  to  neither  organization. 

Dr.  Thompson  said  that  Bishop  Preus 
had  made  it  clear  in  his  paper  that  he 
was  not  trying  to  propose  an  organization 
that  would  be  a  substitute  or  competitive 
body  with  either  the  NCC  or  the  other 
organs. 

Besides  the  Preus  paper,  there  were 
two  other  major  presentations  on  "The 
Mission  of  the  Church:  The  Unity  of 
Christ’s  Body.” 

One  prepared  by  evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  who  was  ill  with  bronchitis  and 
unable  to  attend,  was  read  by  a  Graham 
associate.  The  other  was  given  by 
Archbishop  John  R.  Roach,  president  of 
the  U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops. 


Imbalances  discovered 
in  NCC  rights  actions 


(Continued  from  another  page) 

corporations  stop*  all  economic 
development  assistance  to  Guatemala 
until  the  human  rights  situation 
improved. 

The  NCC’s  response  to  the  left-wing 
government  of  Vietnam  during  the  same 
period  —  a  government  which  human 
rights  groups  rate  as  one  of  the  world’s 
most  repressive  —  was  to  send  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  economic 
development  aid  to  projects  of  the 
Marxist  government  (see  story  on  page 
2  for  details). 

All  four  governments  at  the  time  of  the 
NCC  actions  were  guilty  of  gross  viola¬ 
tions  of  their  citizens’  rights,  according 
to  both  Amnesty  International  and  Free¬ 
dom  House.  Vietnam  was  the  worst  of  the 
four  in  the  Freedom  House  ratings. 


Criticism  of  “left”  less  intense 

When  confronting  misdeeds  of  left- 
wing  governments,  the  NCC  typically 
adopts  a  very  narrow  focus,  carefully 
attacking  a  specific  situation  and  seldom 
relating  that  situation  to  a  broader 
systemic  problem  in  the  country,  the 
Reporter  study  revealed. 

For  example,  when  the  NCC  expressed 
concern  in  1979  for  the  Soviet 
Pentecostalist  family  living  in  the  U.S. 
embassy  in  Moscow,  it  made  no  mention 
of  why  or  what  they  were  fleeing,  nor 
whether  religious  persecution  was  a 
factor. 

On  the  other  hand,  NCC  responses  to 
right-wing  abuses  generally  take  the 
form  of  broad  criticism.  For  example, 
when  the  right-wing  government  of 
Taiwan  jailed  a  Presbyterian  minister  in 
1980,  the  NCC  not  only  expressed  concern 
for  him  but  also  condemned  religious 
repression  in  general  in  Taiwan  and  held 
a  public  forum  to  fully  air  systemic 
problems  related  to  that  nation’s 
government. 

Many  of  the  “actions”  for  people  in 
right-wing  nations  that  were  listed  on  the 
Reporter’s  tabulation  chart  were 
actually  clusters  of  several  actions  which 
not  only  included  letters  and  resolutions 
but  the  mass-mailing  of  information,  the 
sponsoring  of  large-group  consultations 
and  testimomy  before  Congress.  The 
wide-scale  problems  of  that  nation’s 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.O 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 
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power  systems  generally  were  studied 
and  discussed. 

Although  most  of  the  actions  directed 
against  left-wing  abuses  have  been 
letters  or  resolutions  that  don’t  address 
systemic  problems,  there  have  been 
exceptions. 

For  example,  NCC’s  president  last 
year  called  on  all  “member  congrega¬ 
tions”  to  observe  a  commemoration  day 
designed  to  condemn  the  Soviet  Union’s 
invasion  of  Afghanistan  and  to  consider 
the  right  of  nations  to  be  free  from  for¬ 
eign  interference  and  to  practice  re¬ 
ligion. 


Governing  Board  shows  tilt 

The  overall  “imbalance”  of  the  NCC’s 
human  rights  efforts  is  ‘essentially 
reflected  both  by  the  work  of  the  NCC 
staff  and  through  the  resolutions  of  the 
NCC’s  Governing  Board.  That  board  is 
made  up  of  representatives  from  each  of 
the  NCC’s  32  member-denominations. 

The  Governing  Board  adopted  three 
times  more  resolutions  since  1978 
concerning  abuses  by  right-wing 
governments  than  by  left-wing 
governments.  The  resolutions  related  to 
right-wing  matters  were  more 
comprehensive  and  more  intense. 

A  study  of  the  resolutions 
demonstrates  what  some  NCC  officials 
quickly  acknowledge:  The  Governing 
Board  follows  no  systematic  and 
consistent  plan  for  considering  and 
passing  resolutions  related  to  specific 
human  rights  situations. 

Rather,  resolutions  tend  to  reflect  what 
is  “hot”  at  the  time  semi-annual  meet¬ 
ings  are  held  and/or  the  deep  personal 
interest  of  some  individual  on  the  board 
or  staff,  some  NCC  officials  say. 

Thus,  it  is  only  natural  that  many 
important  human  rights  travesties  would 
go  unaddressed,  NCC  officials  note. 
However,  if  the  board  happens  to  remain 
silent  about  an  abuse  in  one  nation  while 
speaking  to  the  same  problem  in  another, 
the  silence  almost  always  falls  on  the 
plight  of  victims  of  left-wing  repression. 

For  instance,  the  board  criticized  the 
right-wing  government  of  Turkey  for 
expropriating  five  churches.  But  the 
board  was  silent  on  a  similar  situation  in 
neighboring  Bulgaria  where  the  left-wing 
government  closed  and  demolished  a 
number  of  church  buildings  which  had 
large  worshiping  congregations  —  a  fact 
reported  in  the  U.S.  news  media. 

One  question  seemingly  settled 

There  is  much  room  to  debate  why  the 
NCC’s  human  rights  actions  fall  as  they 
do,  and  whether  the  pattern  of  those 
actions  is  justified  or  illegitimate. 

But  the  study  by  the  Reporter  of  what 
the  NCC  has  been  telling  the  public  about 
itself  —  one  action  at  a  time  —  seems  to 
settle  one  question:  An  imbalance  indeed 
does  exist. 
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Do  all  to  the  glory  of  God 


NEW  YORK  —  This  wood  sculpture  in  the  lobby  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  displays  the  variety  of  workplaces  where  Christians  attempt  to  re¬ 
late  their  faith  to  their  vocation.  The  sculpture  reminds  visitors  and  staff 
members  of  one  area  where  Christians  are  united  —  that  whatever  they  do 
all  should  be  done  to  the  glory  of  God. 


APRIL  1,  1983 

Keep  ethnic  priority 
alive  through’88— vote 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  resolution 
asking  that  United  Methodism’s  1981-84 
missional  priority  —  “Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church”  (EMLC)  —  be  continued 
through  1988  was  overwhelmingly 
approved  here  last  week  by  one  of  the 
general  program  agencies. 

The  recommendation  for  the  priority’s 
continuation  collided  directly  during  a 
plenary  session  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  with  a  second 
recommendation  proposed  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries. 

After  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  merge 
the  two,  the  board  voted  three  to  one  in 
favor  of  continuing  the  current  priority 
for  four  more  years. 

Pat  Stroman,  Waco,  Texas,  supported 
the  new  priority.  As  chairperson  of  the 
EMLC  task  force  in  the  Central  Texas 
Conference,  he  said  interest  is  beginning 
to  fade.  “I  doubt  that  even  if  we  vote  for 
continuing  the  EMLC  priority  our  people 
will  accept  it,”  he  said.  He  called  for 
continuing  the  ethnic  priority  as  a  major 
program  emphasis  of  the  board. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
expected  to  make  a  final  decision  in  April 
on  what  it  will  be  recommending  to  the 


1984  General  Conference. 

Several  persons  spoke  in  favor  the 
GCOM  proposed  priority  — 
“Strengthening  the  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Mission  —  because  of  its 
potential  to  awaken  churches  to  their 
evangelistic  task. 

During  its  four-day  agenda,  the  100- 
member  board  did  give  major  attention 
to  evangelism.  The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  general  secretary,  announced 
several  staff  changes  and  the  beginning 
of  a  "major  new  emphasis  on  world 
evangelization  and  congregational 
development.”  The  Rev.  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelly,  Richmond,  Va.,  was  named  to 
head  the  Section  on  Evangelism. 

Related  to  special  denomination- wide 
emphases  for  1985-88,  the  board  agreed  to 
recommend  that  “The  Family  — 
Relating  in  Love  to  God  and  Each  Other” 
be  a  special  program. 

In  another  action  the  board  approved  a 
National  Training  and  Research  Center 
for  Discipleship  Development  which  will 
collect  and  study  models  of  discipleship 
and  serve  as  a  training  center  to  equip 
church  leaders  for  effective  discipleship 
within  and  through  local  congregations, 
and  adopted  a  rationale  and  scope  for 
the  Sunday  School  Extension  emphasis  of 
the  board  for  1985-88. 


Faiths  look  beyond  differences 


Writer  finds  reminders  of  church  back -home 


(Continued  from  another  page) 

members  of  the  Christian,  Jewish  and 
Muslim  faiths. 

I  checked  in  at  the  front  desk  inside 
“475  Riverside"  and  took  the  elevator  to 
the  eighth  floor  to  the  NCC’s  Office  of 
Information.  My  guide,  Harriet  Ziegler, 
director  of  news  service  for  the  NCC,  was 
waiting  for  me.  As  I  pulled  my  pad  and 
pen  out  of  my  purse  she  sighed  and 
smiled  an  apprehensive  smile.  I  knew 
she  was  thinking  about  the  number  of 
media  representatives  who  lately  have 
brandished  their  pens  like  swords  aimed 
at  the  NCC. 

I  smiled  back  at  her.  “I’m  ready,”  I 
said.  “Show  me  everything  there  is  to  see 
at  the  NCC.” 

We  rounded  the  corner  and  walked  into 
a  bright,  though  rather  cramped  office. 
Here,  Harriet  said,  was  where  Christians 
as  diverse  as  Roman  Catholics,  United 
Methodists,  Southern  Baptists  and 
Lutherans  come  together  to  study  what 
makes  their  understanding  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  distinct  from  that  of  others. 

Unity,  separation  studied 

This  was  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission.' The  director,  Jeffrey  Gros, 
came  out  of  his  office  and  extended  a 
friendly  hand.  I  asked  him,  quite  frankly, 
what  good  the  commission  was  to  a  local 
church  person  like  me. 

“We  bring  together  theologians  from  a 
variety  of  denominations,”  he  said.  “And 
get  them  to  discuss  the  theological  and 
sacramental  differences  which  caused 
them  to  separate  from  other 
denominations.  If  we  can  learn  what 
separated  us,  we  have  a  better  chance  of 
knowing  what  will  bring  the  church 
together  again,”  he  added. 

Brother  Gros  is  the  first  Roman 
Catholic  to  head  the  commission.  Of  the 
nearly  40  member-communions 
represented  on  the  commission,  many  of 
them,  like  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
are  non-NCC  members.  Faith  and  Order 
studies  doctrinal  differences  by  spon¬ 
soring  dialogues  between  leaders  of 
two  denominations  at  a  time  —  most 
recently  between  United  Methodists  and 
Lutherans. 

NCC  ‘parts’  on  four  floors 

Harriet  told  me  that  the  administrative 
and  financial  offices  are  scattered  over 
the  four  floors  occupied  by  the  NCC. 
There  are  three  "divisions,”  five 
“commissions”  and  four  “offices,”  as 
they  are  bureaucratically  dubbed 
Dozens  of  sub-units  —  tucked  away  in 
cubicles  and  behind  partitions  —  are  also 
part  of  the  NCC. 

In  the  next  office  I  was  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  Graded  Press  Sunday 
school  lessons  which  I  have  always  used, 
and  which  my  parents  had  grown  up 
using,  were  developed  from  an 
international  lesson  plan  outlined  by  the 
NCC’s  Division  of  Education  and 
Ministry. 

The  executive  director,  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Van  Eck,  told  me  that  111  years 
ago,  the  National  Sunday  School 
Convention  decided  to  create  an 
ecumenical  international  study  of  the 
Bible  on  a  quarterly  basis.  From  this,  the 
international  Sunday  school  series  was 
born. 

As  an  outline,  it  is  used  by  millions  of 
churchgoers  in  40  denominations,  Dr. 
Van  Eck  said.  He  said  80  percent  of  all 
United  Methodists  who  attend  Sunday 
school  use  the  uniform  series.  UMs 
comprise  the  largest  single  body  of 
users.  Southern  Baptists  are  second,  with 
30  percent  of  their  Sunday  schoolers 
using  the  series. 

Harriet  urged  me  on,  though  I,  as  a 
church  school  teacher,  could  have  talked 
with  the  education  staff  members  all 
day.  I  was  learning  things  and  relating  to 
real  people,  and  the  infamous  NCC  was 
losing  some  of  its  media-made  steeliness 
forme. 

In  the  next  office,  the  staff  members 
loaded  me  down  with  pamphlets.  They 
don’t  get  curious  reporters  every  day. 
However,  the  Commission  on  Steward¬ 
ship  performs  a  very  necessary  function 
that  doesn’t  make  the  papers:  it  designs 
programs  of  giving  for  local  churches. 

This  commission  each  year  packages  a 


colorful,  audio-visual  kit  for  local  church 
stewardship  programs.  The  kit,  called 
“CommPac,”  is  marketed  through 
regional  church  bookstores,  like 
Cokesbury. 

A  church  day  care  center  can  be  the 
saving  grace  of  a  community,  I  learned 
at  the  next  office  —  the  Division  of 
Church  and  Society.  The  Child  Advocacy 
Project,  headed  by  the  Rev.  Eileen 
Lindner,  has  just  completed  the  “largest- 
ever”  study  on  day  care  in  the  United 
States. 

I  also  was  reminded  in  this  division 
that  controversy  is  not  new  to  the  NCC  — 
that  other  reporters  have  poked  their 
heads  into  the  same  offices  and 
particularly  those  of  the  Division  of 
Church  and  Society.  A  review  of  the 
office’s  colorful  history  revealed  some 
momentous  issues  involving  the  NCC  and 
this  division,  including  the  NCC’s  support 
of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  during  the 
tumultuous  civil  rights  struggles  of  the 
'60s  —  long  before  he  became  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  important  Christian 
leaders  of  our  time. 

Today,  Church  and  Society  continues 
to  tackle  social  problems  from  a 
Christian  vantage  point,  and  is  —  though 
not  always  popular  —  a  voice  speaking 
out  on  social  issues  for  people  like  me. 
Last  year  Church  and  Society  sponsored 
two  consultations  on  racism  —  one  on  the 
resurgence  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
racial  violence,  and  the  other  on  racism 
and  racial  stereotypes  in  the  commercial 
media. 

Answers  available 
You  may  not  know  when  your 
denomination  was  started,  what  colleges 
and  seminaries  are  related  to  it,  and  who 
the  various  bishops,  general  secretaries 
and  other  head  honchos  are.  But  the  staff 
members  of  the  NCC’s  Office  of 
Research  know. 

Each  year,  they  pull  together  data  on 
denominations  and  interfaith  agencies 
into  the  “Yearbook  of  American  and 
Canadian  Churches.”  The  yearbook 
includes  a  statistical  listing  of  church 
membership  and  giving,  and  the  names 
and  addresses  of  all  church-related 
agencies  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada, 
including  periodicals,  seminaries  and 
social  service  agencies. 

Downstairs,  I  came  to  Friendship 
Press,  the  publishing  arm  of  the  NCC. 

Even  on  this  rather  cloudy  day,  I 
envied  the  secretaries  their  magnificient 
view  over  the  Hudson  River.  The  view 
across  the  room  wasn’t  dull  either.  In  the 
African  and  Asian  research  office  there 
were  splashes  of  color  on  batik  wall 
hangings,  posters,  feathers,  swords  and 
primitive-style  clay  pottery.  Harriet  told 
me  that  the  occupant  of  that  office  is 
an  expert  on  Third  World,  and 
particularly  African,  cultures. 

Adjoining  the  Friendship  Press  office 
was  an  impressive  group  of  people 
in  the  Program  Committee  for 
Professional  Church  Leadership.  The 
Rev.  Jim  Gunn,  a  bearded,  ambling  West 
Virginian,  leaned  in  the  doorway  of  his 
office  as  we  were  introduced.  Under  Dr. 
Gunn’s  direction,  the  committee  staff 
has  just  put  together  a  slimmed-down 
worship  guide  and  hymnal  —  with 
familiar  songs  and  verses  —  ideal  for  use 
in  institutions  such  as  hospitals,  nursing 
homes,  prisons  and  jails. 

Direct  aid  served  up 
The  halls  outside  the  Church  World 
Service  offices  are  lined  with  refugees 
waiting  to  see  one  of  the  social  workers 
employed  in  the  unit.  The  unit  not  only 
coordinates  the  relief  and  rehabilitation 
work  of  church-related  agencies,  it  helps 
out  on  a  very  direct  personal  level. 

Harriet  told  me  that  several  refugees 
are  employed  by  Church  World  Service, 
the  umbrella  agency  for  the  major  relief 
arms  of  most  “mainline”  denominations 
with  the  notable  exception  of  Catholic 
Relief  Services  and  Lutheran  World 
Relief. 

There  are  no  decorations,  no  pictures 
of  spouses  or  children,  and  no  potted 
plants  inside  the  Church  World  Service 
emergency  response  office.  The  walls 
are  covered  with  news  releases,  stories, 


letters  and  telegrams  detailing  a  disaster 
in  some  area  of  the  world. 

“Like  a  shot,”  this  office  can  mobilize 
U.S.  churches  and  get  food,  clothing  and 
emergency  medical  aid  to  people  who 
need  it  wherever  they  need  it,  Harriet 
said.  United  Methodists  get  such 
information  through  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief,  one  of  many 
denominational  agencies  which  relate  to 
Church  World  Service. 

But  refugee  resettlement  and 
advocacy  is  by  far  the  forte  of  Church 
World  Service.  At  the  helm  of  the 
agency’s  Immigration  and  Refugee 
Project  is  Dale  de  Haan,  a  former  deputy 
United  Nations  High  Commissioner  on 
Refugees.  He  leaned  back  in  his  chair  in 
his  darkened,  cluttered  office  and  told 
why  the  NCC  handles  refugees. 

“One  of  the  oldest  themes  in  America 
is  the  flight  of  other  persons  from  other 
lands  to  this  country,”  he  said.  “The 
church  agencies  have  proven  themselves 
to  be  the  most  caring,  effective  way  for 
doing  this  work.” 

Advocacy  beyond  refugee  work  is  also 
a  part  of  the  Divisions  of  Overseas  Minis¬ 
tries.  It  has  six  offices,  defined  geographi¬ 
cally,  which  relate  to  and  through  church 
agencies  to  people  in  need  in  Africa,-  East 
Asia  and  the  Pacific,  Latin  America, 
Southeast  Asia  and  Europe. 

One  such  office,  now  in  the  heat  of 
controversy  stirred  up  by  recent  media 
reports  about  the  NCC,  is  the  Latin 


America  office,  headed  by  the  Rev. 
Oscar  Bolioli,  a  Methodist  minister.  The 
Latin  America  office,  along  with  the 
division’s  Human  Rights  Office,  keeps 
tabs  on  rights  violations  in  the  troubled 
region  of  Central  America,  Mr.  Bolioli 
said.  Through  their  reports  on  human 
rights  situations,  these  two  arms  of  the 
NCC  have  leverage  to  pressure 
governments  in  those  countries  to  clean 
up  their  act. 

“We  never  go  into  a  region  unless  we 
are  contacted  by  or  make  contact  with  a 
church  or  Christian  leader  in  that 
country,”  Mr.  Bolioli  said.  “Our  job  is  to 
answer  the  cries  of  Christian  people  and 
to  let  Christians  in  the  U.S.  know  what  is 
happening  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  in 
other  lands.” 

Exhausted  and  laden  with  pamphlets, 
fliers,  newsletters  and  business  cards,  I 
followed  Harriet  back  to  her  office. 
Later,  with  my  papers  and  notes  more 
neatly  organized,  I  boarded  the  elevator 
and  returned  to  the  lobby. 

Outside,  and  looking  up,  the  building 
some  call  the  “God  Box”  still  looked  like 
an  imposing  stone  bureaucratic  hide¬ 
away,  exactly  as  it  did  when  I  went  in. 
But  inside  I  felt  good.  Many  offices  of  the 
NCC  really  do  represent  me  as  a  Christian 
layperson,  in  places  I  would  never  go  or 
probably  wouldn’t  go  as  an  individual.  My 
visit  there  reinforces  my  awareness  of 
how  much  value  and  strength  there  is  in 
cooperative  efforts  among  Christians. 


CLASSIFIED 

MUSIC-YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed.  First  UMC, 
Hereford,  Texas.  Training  and  experience  in  music 
ministires,  including  choirs  for  all  ages,  handbells, 
and  in  youth  work  with  Jr.  Hi  and  Sr.  Hi  and  Youth 
Council.  House  provided  with  utilities.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact:  Rev  Weldon  Butler.  P.O.  Box 
527,  Hereford.  TX  79045,  (806  )  364-0770.  Applications 
to  April  15. 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2646. 

VACATION  RENTAL  -  Smoky  Mountains. 
Gatlinburg,  TN.  3  BR  Chalet,  excellent  view,  near 
clubhouse  with  pool,  tennis  privileges.  Rates  — 
$70.00  day  couple,  $10.00  each  extra  adult.  A  M. 
Craig,  7529  Oak  Ridge  Hwy.,  Knoxville,  TN  37921, 

(615  )  690-1837.  | 

POSITION:  OUTDOOR  MINISTRIES  Director 

North  Indiana  CCOM,  clergy  or  laity.  Full-time,  four 
camps.  Training/Experience  desired  site/program 
administration,  business,  communications  skills, 
personnel/property  management  and  maintenance. 
Degree,  references,  travel  required.  Marion, 
Indiana  office.  Begin  June  1,  1983.  Contact:  Ronald 

C.  Stoll  Associates,  420  South  Fourth  St..  Elkhart.  IN 
46516. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR:  Methodist 
Church  in  Memphis  has  opening  for  a  Director  of 
Youth  Ministries.  Primary  responsibility  will  be  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  which  includes 
organizing  and  planning  youth  programs,  retreats 
and  work  trips.  Responsible  for  the  spiritual 
advancement  and  enlightenment  of  the  youth,  and 
will  assist  with  other  programs  of  the  church 
Activities  Center.  The  successful  candidate  will  have 
two  years  experience  in  directing  recreational  or 
religious  activities  for  children  and  youth.  Send 
resume  or  letter  of  interest,  including  salary 
requirements,  to  Box  221076,  Dept.  E,  c/o  this  paper. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Education  at  735- 

member  United  Methodist  church.  Desire 
experience  in  directing  music  and  coordination  of 
educational  program.  Masters  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  by  April  15  to:  Search 
Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  396,  Athens,  TN  37303. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  August  1-14,  1983,  Jordan, 

Israel,  Egypt,  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals, 
deluxe  hotels,  tours,  transportation.  Contact  Dr. 
Stanley  Harrell,  5604  Chesterfield  Dr.,  Temple  Hills, 
MD  20748. 

WANTED  -  CHRISTIAN  EDUc/ti6n  Director  for 

a  growing  northeast  San  Antonio  suburb  church 
which  averages  200  in  church  school  and  400  for 
worship.  Director  will  be  responsible  for  the 
development  of  educational  ministries  for  children, 
youth,  adults  and  singles  in  a  community  of  active 
military  and  business  and  professional  families. 
Salary  commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Please  write:  Windcrest  United  Methodist  Church, 
8101  Midcrown,  San  Antonio,  TX78239. 

SERMONS  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  YEAR  by 
Darrel  Berg.  $8  per  year  (printed  weekly),  Check  to: 

U nited  Methodist  Church,  Alliance,  Ne.,  69301 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  full 
time  position  in  cosmopolitan  church  serving  a  broad 
constituency  in  a  large  southwestern  city.  Innovative 
approach  needed  to  develop  exciting  programs  for 
all  age  groups.  Multi-staff  setting.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  desirable.  Either  clergy  or  layperson. 
Send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  P,  Dallas,  TX 
75222. 

KENYA,  VICTORIA  FALLS,  SOUTH  AFRICA 
October  1-25,  1983.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas.  TX  75214. 
Brochure  Available. 

CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  TOURS  presents:  Heart  of 
Europe  1983,  17  days.  England,  France,  Holland, 
Germany,  Switzerland.  A  superb  tour,  unhurried, 
congenial  companions,  experienced  leadership.  Free 
brochure:  1214  Kupau,  Kailua,  Hawaii  96734,  (808) 
262-0091. 

TOUR  BIBLE  LANDS  June  Oct.  Dec  Scandinavia 

June  Hudson  Bay  July  Russia  Aug.  Alpine  Sept. 
Caribbean  Hawaii  Jan.  1984  Oberammergau  China 
Britain  others.  Pastor  Don  Haarup  host  218-829-6076 
Free  information  Travel  Service,  P.O.  Box  31 
Brainerd  MN  56401-0031.  Pastors  write  about  co¬ 
hosting. 

FOR  SALE.  AB  Dick  Copier  Model  695  for  $600.00  by 
United  Methodist  Temple,  Port  Arthur,  TX.  Call 
(713)962-5762. 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 

licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 

'83  TOURS:  MAY  Austria,  Greece,  Holy  Lands, 
Holland.  AUGUST  Festivals  Yugoslavia,  Hungary, 
Austria.  Italy.  Switzerland,  Germany.  OCT  China. 
H.K.,  Japan,  Taiwan.  Korea  '84  Passion  Play, 
Global  Tour,  etc.  Write:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer,  623  Dell  St. 
Solana  Beach,  CA  92075  Ph.  (619  )  755-9330.  Ask  about 
leading  tour.  Dr.  Bob  rep.  for  top  Group  Wholesaler. 

OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACKAGE!  Stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt.  1,  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.,  and  see  the  Great  Passion  Play  (Apr 

26  thru  Oct.)  for  only  $18  each,  including  tickets, 
lodging*  meals!  Call  501/253-8418 

THE  DEBATE  BEGINS.  On  Second  Thought,  new 
bimonthly  newsletter,  challenges  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church's  "official"  stands  on  life  and  liberty. 
For  complimentary  issue,  send  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  to:  OST,  P.O.  Box  86,  Cumberland, 
N.C.  28331.  • 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You” 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  100,  $20.00  Poem,  "Cross 
in  my  Pocket,”  2t  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church, 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 

HIMALAYAN  ADVENTURE:  Kashmir,  Ladakh. 

Nepal,  Darjeeling,  Delhi,  Agra,  September  23- 
October  9,  1983.  Full  escorted.  NY/Bos  $3,198, 
LA/SF/SEATTLE  $3,398.  Includes  air.  deluxe  hotels, 
American  or  native  meals,  sightseeing,  experienced 
guides.  Our  second  tour  The  Rev.  Mack  W.  Mitchell, 
First  Parish  Church.  40  Church  Street, 
Northborough,  MA  01532. 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 

estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 

upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203.  . 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 

TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  901  Clry  St.,  Houston,  Texas  77002.  j; 

MAKE  MONEY,  HELP  BUILD  CHURCHES.  Do 

both  at  the  same  time  through  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund.  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A 
Langston,  Room  303-L,  475  Riverside  Drive.  N.Y., 

FREE  NATURAL  GAS  Boiler  Make:  American 

Standard;  Input  540  -  Output  532,  Model  1G-10, 
Series  21B-J23.  Come  and  get  it.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  230EastFurry,  Holvoke,  CO 80734 

McCURDY  SCHOOL,  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM 

87532,  a  project  related  to  the  National  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  U  M.  Church,  is 
attempting  jo  build  a  gymnasium  with  the  proceeds 
from  trading  stamps.  Will  you  help  by  sending 
stamps  of  any  kind  (S&H,  Gold  Bond,  etc  ?)  Full 
books,  partial  books  or  loose  stamps  will  be  grate- 
fully  accepted. 

FOR  SALE.  CHURCH  ORGAN  Hammond  moaei 

CV,  38  stops,  2  keyboards  of  1 1  voices  each.  25  pedals 

2  speaker  cabinets,  model  nos.  PR-20  &  DR-20.  Good 
condition  $1,500.  Anthony  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O.  Drawer  A M,  Anthonv .  TX  88021 . 1 915  )  886-221 1 

UNIQUE  PERSON  NEEDED  as  Minister  of 

Pr<tf  ramming  for  Children  and  Adults.  Congregation 
has  extremely  high  commitment  level,  explosive 
growth,  and  is  one  of  the  most  active  in  Rocky 
Mountain  West.  Salary  negotiable  for  the  right 
person.  Position  open  August  '83.  Send  resume: 
Harvey  C.  Martz,  4210  Templeton  Gap.  Colorado 
Spring's,  CO  80918  (  303)599-7250. 

CABLE  TV  CONSULTANTS  Available.  Consultants 

will  enable  churches,  clusters,  and  districts  to  design 
significant  programs  for  local  access  religious 
programs.  Write  Perry  Bell,  633  Detroit  Street. 
Sheboygan  Falls,  Wisconsin  53085. 
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round  The  Conference 


Matheny  Honored  at  Oklahoma  City  U. 


Mr.  Tom  H.  Matheny,  Hammond, 
Louisiana,  will  receive  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters 
at  Oklahoma  City  University 
commencement  ceremonies,  May  14, 
1983. 

Mr.  Matheny  is  a  practicing 
attorney  and  is  well  recognized  for  his 
world-wide  leadership  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  currently 
serves  as  President  of  the  Judicial 
Council  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  (the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
denomination),  has  presided  as 
President  of  the  National  Association 


of  Lay  Leaders  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  was  Conference  Lay 
Leader  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  from  1966-1982. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Oklahoma  City  University  has  stated, 
“We  greatly  appreciate  the  outstand¬ 
ing  leadership  Tom  Matheny  gives  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  His 
devotion  and  wisdom  on  behalf  of  the 
Church  are  highly  significant  and  de¬ 
serve  our  best  gratitude  and  recog¬ 
nition.’’ 


William  Sloane  Coffin  in  New  Orleans 


Dr.  William  Sloane  Coffin,  Jr.  is 
pictured  here  on  the  University  of 
New  Orleans  campus  with  Rev.  Carol 
Winn  (center),  campus  minister  to 
UNO,  SUNO,  and  Delgado,  and  Rev. 
Robert  Wagener  (right)  campus 
minister  to  Tulane  and  Newcomb.  Dr. 
Coffin  is  the  distinguished  senior 
pastor  at  Riverside  Church  in  New 
York  City  who  was  in  New  Orleans 
March  13th  and  14th  as  guest  of  the 
two  New  Orleans  campus  ministries 
and  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  to  speak  on  “The  Human 
Race  and  the  Arms  Race.”  While 
here,  he  preached  at  a  worship 
service  held  on  the  Tulane  campus, 
addressed  area  clergy  attending  a 
luncheon  for  him  at  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC,  and  taught  a  class  and  was  the 
featured  speaker  at  a  student 


gathering  on  the  UNO  campus.  Dr. 
Coffin’s  previous  service  to  our 
government  in  the  C.I.A.  during  the 
Korean  War  gives  him  an  invaluable 
perspective  on  cold  war  rhetoric  and 
the  nuclear  arms  issue  which  he 
shared  most  convincingly  with  those 
who  heard  him  during  his  brief  stay  in 
New  Orleans. 


Two  Merit  Scholarships  Now  Available 


Applications  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Merit 
Scholarships  were  mailed  on  March 
21st  to  all  pastors  in  the  conference. 
Due  to  the  increase  in  last 
November’s  Student  Day  Offering, 
two  scholarships  for  $600  each  will  be 
available  this  year.  Applicants  must 
be  attending  a  United  Methodist 
College  or  University  in  the  Fall  of 
1983  and  be  nominated  by  their  pastor 
or  local  chairperson  of  higher 
education  and  campus  ministry . 


All  applications  must  be  mailed  by 
May  7,  1983  to:  Louisiana  Conference 
Merit  Scholarship,  238  General 
Gardner  Avenue,  Lafayette, 
Louisiana  70501.  The  winners  will  be 
announced  during  Annual 
Conference.  Our  1982  recipient  was 
Nancy  Louise  Jones  of  the  Kenner 
United  Methodist  Church  and  a 
student  at  Centenary  College.  For 
additional  information  or  applications, 
please  write  to  the  address  given 
above. 


Baton  Rouge/Hammond  Dist.  Confirmation  Camp  Held 


March  18,  19,  and  20  marked  the 
dates  of  the  first  annual  Baton  Rouge/ 
Hammond  District  Confirmation 
Camp,  which  was  held  at  Camp 
Istrouma.  In  attendance  were  76 
youth,  10  adult  counselors,  and  7  min¬ 
isters  leading  7  foci  for  the  weekend. 

This  weekend  was  a  pioneer  project 
requested  by  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  Council  on 
Ministries.  Taking  the  lead  in 
promoting  and  directing  this  event 
was  Reverend  Tommy  Bergeron. 
Seven  workshops  were  led  by  area 
ministers  on  the  following  7  topics: 


Our  Understanding  of  God;  God’s 
Claim  on  Our  Lives;  Bible;  History  of 
the  Christian  Church  and  the  Place  of 
the  UMC  in  that  history; 
Organizational  Structure  of  the  UMC; 
The  Sacraments;  The  Meaning  of 
Church  Membership. 

This  weekend  was  a  fine  success 
and  another  is  already  in  the  planning 
for  next  year.  The  weekend  is 
arranged  so  that  it  can  be  useful  as 
either  a  primer  for  Confirmation 
Studies  in  the  local  church,  or  so  that 
it  can  be  useful  as  a  “Closing”  for 
those  who  have  completed  the  process 
of  confirmation  classes. 


Pictured  above  are  those  in  attendance  at  the  Confirmation  Camp  as  they 
prepared  for  the  Friday  night  meal  and  blessing. 


Love  Chapel  Presents  Special  Program 


Pictured  are  the  women  of  the  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  unit  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women  who  presented  a  special  program  on  the  response 
of  the  UMW’  to  the  issues  of  hunger  at  home  and  abroad.  This  program  was 
presented  to  the  congregation  on  Sunday  morning,  February  27,  United 
Methodist  Women's  Recognition  Day.  The  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  pastor. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 


APRILS,  1983 


Lafon  Home  Groundbreaking  Set 


Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Director  of 
Special  Ministries,  has  announced  that 
the  formal  ground  breaking  ceremonies 
will  be  conducted  for  the  Lafon  Nursing 
Home  in  New  Orleans,  Sunday,  April  17, 
1983,  at  3 :00  p.m.,  at  4021  Cadillac  Street. 

Funds  have  been  secured  to  build  the 
facility  from  Urban  Development  Action 
Grant  through  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 
Federal  Housing  Authority  and  Louis¬ 


iana  Public  Facilities  Authority  for  a 
total  sum  of  $1,480,000. 

The  one  story  28,000  square  foot 
structure  will  be  built  to  house  104 
residents.  It  will  contain  a  chapel,  a 
lounge  area,  treatment  room,  a  beauty 
parlor,  dining  room,  laundry  room,  office 
space  and  the  required  number  of 
bedrooms. 

The  contractor  is  Echelon  Construction 
Company  of  New  Orleans. 


Churches  Having  Paid  100%  Of 
Conference  Askings  as  of  March  25, 1983 

Church  Minister 

Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev  Wallace  P.  Blackwood 
Cheneyville  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  John  M.  Downs 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Clinton  A.  J ordon 
Oberlin  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Gary  L.  VanHorn 
Simsboro  U nited  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Clinton  A  J ordan 
Harrisonburg  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  I.  Elmer  Malone 
Whites  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 
Lisbon  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
Sieper  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  David  Holden 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  —  Rev.  Major  Goldman 
Clear  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev  Jon  Tellifero 
Evergreen  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 
Beulah  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Tullos  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Provencal  United  Methodist  Church  —  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Weaver  United  Methodist  Church  —  Dr.  Jolty  B.  Harper 
Darlington  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 

Center  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 

Days  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 

Kinder  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Gary  L.  VanHorn 
Harry’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Bush  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Summerfield  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  John  Oldham 
Mill  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Kurt  Oheim 
Strange  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Kurt  Oheim 
Gilliam  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Cecil  Mims 
Keatchie  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  R  S.  DeBusk 
Longstreet  United  Methodist  Church  —  Dr.  Robert  Taylor 
Marthaville  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Urania  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  J.  T.  Cupples 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge  —  Rev.  J .  W .  Wilson 
St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Eddie  Francis 
Palmetto  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Fitzgerald  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Walter  Barabin 
Woodlawn  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Pete  Medak 
Mt.  Vernon  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams 
Ansley  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

Hosston  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Cecil  Mims 
Ida  United  Methodist  Church  —  Rev.  Cecil  Mims 


Rayne  Lecture  Series  Ends 


Pictured  above  are  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier, 
Senior  Minister  of  Rayne  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans, 
and  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  who  spoke  at  the 
1983  Jones/Caldwallader  Memorial 
Lectures.  This  was  the  37th  and  final 
series  of  lectures  at  Rayne  Memorial 
sponsored  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Cadwallader.  A 
Litany  of  Ending  and  Beginning,  which 
was  a  part  of  the  final  service,  marked 
the  end  of  this  lecture  series  at  Rayne 


Memorial  and  the  beginning  of  a  new 
lecture  series  in  La  Jolla,  California,  in 
the  future. 

Mrs.  Cadwallader’s  address  is 
included  for  those  who  have  enjoyed  the 
lecture  series  through  the  years  and  wish 
to  write  a  note  of  appreciation. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Cadwallader 

849  Coast  Blvd. 

La  Jolla,  California  92037 


Continuing  Educ.  Opportunity 
offered  to  clergy  in  New  Orleans 


In  1984  our  denomination  will  celebrate 
its  bicentennial  in  this  country.  To  enable 
our  church  leaders  to  be  better  prepared 
for  an  expected  increase  of  demands 
upon  their  time  and  ability  to  interpret 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  to  their 
people  (and  to  prospective  members),  a 
course  of  study  on  Wesleyan  theology 
will  be  cpnducted  this  spring.  Sponsored 
by  the  New  Orleans-Houma  District 
Council  on  Ministries,  the  course  is  open 
to  clergy  in  both  New  Orleans  districts. 
Successful  completion  of  the  course  will 
earn  participants  one  full  Continuing 
Education  Unit  (CEU). 

Details: 

title:  Themes  in  Wesleyan  Theology 
dates:  6,  13,  20,  27  April  4,  May  11. 
Attendance  is  necessary  at  only  five 
of  the  six  sessions. 


time:  1 : 30-3 :30  p.m.  each  Wednesday 
place:  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church 
3300  Eton 
New  Orleans,  LA 

instructor:  Dr.  David Trickett 
cost:  $25  per  person  (this  cost  includes 
registration-processing  fees  and 
materials  to  be  reproduced  and 
distributed  in  weekly  meetings); 
payment  may  be  made  at  first  session 
written  work:  one  paper,  three  to  five 
pages-  in  length  (no  research 
required),  focusing  upon  one  of  a 
variety  of  specified  topics  having  to 
do  with  Wesleyan  theology. 

For  further  information,  please  contact 
Dr.  David  Trickett  at  the  Aurora 
Church.  Telephone  number:  504-394- 
5483. 


UM  Foundation 
Trustees  Meet 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Mr.  Shelby  L.  Smith,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Mr.  Luther 


Jordan  and  Mr.  Wayne  Gilmore. 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  held  its  annual  trustees’  meeting  on 
March  25,  1983,  in  Baton  Rouge.  Shelby  L.  Smith,  chairperson,  noted  that  through  the 
work  of  all  the  Foundation’s  members  and  friends  the  Foundation  has  grown  greatly 
in  the  past  six  years  and  has  enabled  unrestricted  funds  to  be  distributed  to  several 
agencies  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Approximately  $114,000  was  distributed 
during  this  year’s  meeting,  including  $14,278.48  from  the  undesignated  fund: 

Undesignated  Income  From  The  Permanent  Fund  1983 


1.  People’s  Community  Center,  New  Orleans .  $  6,000.00 

2.  Retired  Minister’s  Home  Board  for 

Purchase  of  a  Lot .  5,000.00 

3.  Louisiana  Conference  Television  Ministries. 

(Programming) .  2,278.48 

4.  General  Scholarship  Fund: 

Dillard  University .  500.00 

Centenary  College .  500-00 

Total .  $14,278.48 


The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  Chairperson,  Luther 
Jordan;  Vice-Chairperson,  Hynes  Harkey;  Secretary,  Wayne  Gilmore;  and 
Treasurer,  Thomas  A.  Harrell. 

The  remaining  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  were  also  elected:  T.  J. 
Butler,  John  Cooksey,  Nancy  Carruth,  Bobbie  B.  Crump,  Sr.,  Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
and  Shelby  L.  Smith. 

Smith  has  served  as  chairperson  of  the  Foundation  since  it  was  chartered  in 
November  1975.  Before  the  distribution  of  funds  at  this  year’s  meeting,  the 
Foundation’s  portfolio  had  a  market  value  of  $1,034,081. 13. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  thanked  Shelby  Smith  for  his  fine  leadership  and  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  in  the  organization  of  the  Foundation. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway  is  Executive  Director  of  the  Foundation. 


International  Lesson 
Series  Preview 

By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 


Acts  11: 2-18  (Lesson  for  April  10) 

As  we  read  this  scripture  passage  our 
minds  turn  again  to  the  last  verse,  the 
part  which  tells  us, 

.  .  they  glorified  God,  saying, 
“Then  to  the  Gentiles  also  God  has 
granted  repentance  unto  life.’  ” 

The  circumcision  party  criticizes 
Peter  for  fraternizing  and  eating  with 
men  who  are  uncircumcised,  i.e.,  not 
“their  kind.”  Peter  gives  them  insight  as 
has  been  revealed  to  him.  A  sudden  flash 
of  enlightenment  overcomes  them  and, 
in  amazement,  they  come  to  the 
realization  that  God  also  loves  Gentiles, 
God  also  loves  their  enemies,  God  also 
loves  persons  who  are  different,  not 
“their  kind.” 

This  entire  lesson  deals  with  the 
charge  to  Christians  to  offer  the  good 
news  to  others,  including  people  they 
consider  enemies.  It  helps  us  to  identify 
enemies  for  sometimes  we  sub-con- 
sciously  look  upon  persons  we  call  friends 
as  enemies.  So  the  first  step  in  taking  the 
good  news  to  enemies  is  to  know  who  the 
enemies  are.  Only  when  we  know  this  can 
we  begin  to  look  upon  them  as  former 
enemies.  Only  when  we  stop  being  so 
judgmental  as  to  require  that  others  be 
exactly  like  us  are  we  able  to  accept  dif¬ 
ferences  and  understand  that  God  also 
loves  Gentiles. 

Most  of  us  profess  trying  to  follow  the 
Love  Commandment  of  Christ. 
Therefore,  we  do  not  readily  admit 
prejudice  or  animosity  toward  others 
But,  stopping  to  consider  the  unspoken 
requirements  we  make  of  people  joining 
“our  church,”  we  can  easily  see  how  we 
have  taken  Pharisaical  attitudes  and 
made  them  ours. 

Dr.  Carter  ( the  author  of  this  series  in 
the  Adult  Bible  Studies)  tells  how 
Abraham  Lincoln  held  that  the  best  way 
to  conquer  enemies  was  to  make  friends 
of  them.  How  true  this  is!  But,  we  must 
be  frank  with  ourselves  and  be  willing  to 
admit  that  we  have  jaundiced  views  of 
people  who  are  different  or  think  or  act 
differently  than  we.  We  must  identify  for 
ourselves  the  persons  we  consider 
"enemies,’’  (who  may  be  people  we 
simply  don’t  understand  or  they  may  be 
wealthy,  poor,  ethnic  groups,  social 
strata,  handicapped,  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  or  any  number  of  other  categories) . 
categories). 


The  next  step  is  obvious.  If  we  are  to 
make  new  friends  of  old  enemies,  we 
must  make  the  first  move.  And,  nothing 
can  keep  us  from  going  in  love  to  make 
friends  —  just  as  Peter  went  to  the  house 
of  Cornelius.  We  cannot  force  another 
person  to  love  us  but  nothing  —  no  power 
on  earth  —  can  keep  us  from  loving  him. 
We  can  and  must  make  the  first  move. 

Certainly,  we  must  recognize  that  all 
peoples  are  God’s  children,  that  even  to 
the  “Gentiles  also  God  has  granted 
repentance  unto  life.”  We  must  admit 
their  worth,  their  value.  And,  we  must  at 
least  meet  them  half-way.  A  large  part  of 
our  reaching  out  in  love  is  our 
explanation  of  the  good  news,  including 
more  than  history  in  what  we  say.  Surely 
our  sharing  of  the  gospel  must  include 
the  act  that  Christ  died  for  all  peoples  of 
all  times.  Surely  our  sharing  of  ourselves 
must  demonstrate  our  eagerness  to  be 
disciples  of  Christ  and  witnesses  to  his 
saving  grace. 

Lest  we  become  concerned  with  results 
rather  than  process,  let  us  always 
remember  that  we  never  do  the 
converting.  The  power  of  conversion  and 
salvation  is  always  God’s.  The  Holy 
Spirit,  moving  in  our  lives  and  in  our 
world,  confirms  righteous  acts  and 
intentions.  It  is  God’s  Holy  Spirit  which 
converts  and  saves. 

How  do  we  make  friends  of  former 
enemies?  We  all  become  one  in  Christ. 
We  do  this  by  sharing  the  good  news  of 
Him  risen  and  alive. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Reformed  NCC  needed:  more  balance,  accountability,  strength 


APRIL  8,  1982 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  111 
Reporter  Editor 

This  and  last  week’s  issues  of  the 
Reporter  have  included  a  large  mass  of 
material  related  to  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  which  our  staff  developed 
during  a  two-month  investigation.  What 
are  the  implications  of  our  findings? 

Unlike  the  Reader’s  Digest  and  “60 
Minutes’’  reports  on  the  NCC  during 
January,  our  special  report  was  not 
designed  to  prove  a  preconceived  point. 
Nor  was  it  designed  to  be  sensational. 
Rather  its  purpose  was  to  determine  the 
truth  or  falsity  of  allegations  made 
against  the  NCC  in  those  earlier  reports. 

No  simple  verdict 

The  verdict  suggested  by  our  findings 
is  not  a  simple  assertion  of  “guilty"  or 
“innocent."  Instead  a  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  conclusions  can  be  drawn. 

1.  To  a  degree  not  justified  by  the 
facts,  previous  reports  on  the  NCC  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  alleged  misuse  of  “offering 
plate  money.”  Using  this  focus.  Reader’s 
Digest  and  “60  Minutes”  suggested  a 
direct  link  between  church-goers  in  their 
audiences  and  alleged  wrongdoing  by  the 
NCC.  As  a  result,  many  persons  were 
misled  into  supposing  that  their  offerings 
were  being  used  to  “buy  guns"  or  other¬ 
wise  “support  revolution.” 

The  NCC  and  its  defenders  responded 
with  legitimate  outrage.  However,  their 
emphasis  on  the  small  percentage  of 
each  local  church  dollar  which  goes  to 
the  NCC  served  to  feed  rather  than  over¬ 
come  the  improper  focus  on  money. 

Leaders  of  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy,  which  has  emerged  as 
one  of  the  NCC’s  chief  critics,  set  the 
stage  for  this  misimpression  with  a 
vitriolic  fund-raising  letter  last  fall 
alleging  that  “a  significant  amount  out  of 
every  dollar  you  give  actually  ends  up 
helping  communist  and  racial  dic¬ 
tatorships  in  foreign  countries."  The  let¬ 
ter  was  subsequently  called  “a  mistake" 
by  the  IRD  leader  who  signed  it,  and 
another  IRD  leader  called  the  offering 
plate  emphasis  “very  unfortunate”  and 
“not  the  real  issue”  (see  related  article 
on  IRD  elsewhere  on  this  page ) . 

Funding  issue  secondary 

On  the  basis  of  our  investigation,  we 
have  determined  that  the  NCC’s  handling 
of  funds  is,  at  most,  a  secondary  issue, 
and  we  have  dealt  with  it  accordingly. 

2.  The  “leftist  tilt”  of  which  the  NCC 
has  so  often  been  accused  by  critics,  and 
which  its  defenders  have  so  often  denied, 
was  shown  by  the  Reporter’s  analysis  of 
the  NCC’s  own  statements  and  actions  to 
be  undeniably  real,  both  in  quantitative 
and  qualitative  terms  (see  UMR,  April 
1 ).  This  imbalance  is  reflected  not  only  in 
the  resolutions  approved  by  the  NCC’s 
Governing  Board.  It  is  evident  also  in  the 
willingness  of  some  NCC  offices^to 
become  aligned  rather  routinely  and  un¬ 
critically  with  political  advocacy  groups 
in  the  U.S.  which,  in  turn,  back  movements 
that  include  the  espousal  of  a  Marxist- 
Leninist  ideological  agenda  for  produc¬ 
ing  “justice”  in  countries  presently  ruled 
by  dictatorial  right-wing  governments. 

We  could  find  little  evidence  of  concern 
on  the  part  of  these  NCC  groups  regard¬ 
ing  similar  abuses  of  human  rights 
which  historically  occur  when  Marxist- 
Leninist  forces  prove  victorious.  Nor 
could  we  find  evidence  of  efforts  to  seek 
out  and  support  democratic  reform 
groups  in  nations  with  right-wing  govern¬ 
ments.  To  the  contrary,  we  found  it  more 
likely  for  these  NCC  groups  to  be  lauding 
a  government  like  that  in  Vietnam  for 
showing  "respect  for  human  dignity”  while 
thousands  of  its  citizens  were  being  forced 
onto  the  high  seas  in  unsea  worthy  vessels. 

Several  explanations  were  offered  for 
this  imbalance,  including:  (a)  the  NCC’s 
self-consciously  chosen  role  as  reactor  to 
and  critic^  of  U.S.  foreign  policy 
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decisions;  (b)  a  structure  so  loose  and 
uncoordinated  that  a  single  NCC  unit  can 
easily  become  an  advocate  for  a  given 
ideological  stance  which  reflects 
negatively  on  the  whole  organization; 
(c)  the  involvement  in  the  NCC’s 
decision-making  processes  of  numerous 
persons  whose  primary  agenda  appears 
to  be  ideological  rather  than  religious  in 
nature,  and  who  do  not  reflect  the  official 
NCC  policies  of  being  “unalterably  op¬ 
posed  to  communism”  and  supportive  of 
broad,  democratic  freedoms;  and  (d)  no 
consistent  policy  regarding  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  should  occasion  an  NCC  re¬ 
solution  on  an  international  issue,  or  the  ap¬ 
propriate  scope  for  such  resolutions. 

Explanations  not  enough 

We  are  inclined  to  recognize  some 
validity  in  each  of  these  explanations,  hut 
explanations  alone  are  not  enough.  If  the 
NCC’s  statements  and  actions  regarding 
international  issues  are  to  be  credible. 
NCC  leaders  and  decision-makers  at 
every  level  must  recognize  the  necessity 
for  balance  and  consistency.  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational  leaders,  faced  with  over¬ 
coming  a  similar  imbalance  several 
years  ago,  came  to  recognize  the  need  for 
avoiding  even  the  appearance  of  a  par¬ 
tisan  or  ideological  "tilt”  in  their 
statements  and  actions. 

The  NCC’s  leaders  need  to  do  likewise, 
thereby  illustrating  in  fact  what  they 
frequently  declare:  that  the  church 
should  not  become  captive  to  any  par¬ 
ticular  political  or  economic  system. 
Such  a  shift  in  style  should  include  a 
determination  not  to  let  the  NCC’s  agen¬ 
da  be  shaped  chiefly  by  what  the  U.S. 
government  is  or  is  not  doing. 

It  is  an  encouraging  sign  that  the 
NCC’s  president  has  already  initiated 
some  steps  in  this  direction.  It  would  be 
even  more  encouraging  if  time  could  be 
set  aside  for  discussion  of  this  and 
related  issues  during  the  May  meeting  of 
the  NCC’s  Governing  Board,  out  of  which 
could  emerge  some  formal 
acknowledgment  of  problems  and  a  clear 
commitment  to  deal  with  them. 

3.  “Quiet  diplomacy”  needs  to  be  re¬ 
evaluated  as  a  policy  for  dealing  with 
human  rights  abuses,  and  used 
sparingly.  We  are  not  prepared  to’  say 
this  approach  is  never  valid.  It  seems 
strange,  however,  that  “quiet 
diplomacy”  appears  almost  always  to  be 
practiced  on  a  selective  basis,  and  to 
produce  few  visible  results. 

The  U.S.  government  has  typically 
followed  such  a  policy  in  relation  to 
"friendly”dictatorial  right-wing  govern¬ 
ments,  while  publicly  lambasting  the 
abuses  of  left-wing  governments.  The 
NCC,  at  the  same  time,  has  sought  to 
justify  a  similar  “quiet  diplomacy” 
posture  toward  left-wing  governments 
while  openly  directing  broadside 
criticisms  at  right-wing  dictatorships. 

Consistent  stance  needed 

If  an  appropriate  NCC  role  is  that  of 
reacting  to  U.S.  government  policy  from 
the  perspective  of  the  Christian  gospel, 
the  proper  reaction  would  appear  to  be 
criticism  of  our  government’s  in¬ 
consistency  rather  than  adoption  of  a 
similarly  inconsistent  stance  on  the  op¬ 
posite  side.  An  even  more  appropriate 
policy,  in  our  judgment,  would  be  for  the 
NCC  to  become  an  outspoken  proponent 
of  human  rights  and  an  outspoken  op¬ 
ponent  of  human  oppression,  without 
regard  for  the  political  "tilt”  of  the 
government  involved. 

4.  The  problems  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  of  the  various 
"mainline”  denominations  are  integrally 
interwoven.  This  close  interrelationship 
is  probably  more  significant  for  United 
Methodists  than  for  any  other 
denomination,  and  it  is  illustrated  by 
several  articles  in  our  report.  United 
Methodism  is  the  NCC’s  largest  member- 
church,  the  supplier  of  40  percent  of  all 
denominational  funds  channeled  through 


the  NCC,  and  many  of  its  national  offices 
are  located  in  the  same  building  that 
houses  the  NCC.  Hence  when  one  speaks 
of  the  NCC  one  is  also  speaking,  in  many 
instances,  of  the  UMC. 

The  NCC’s  chief  executive,  Claire  Ran¬ 
dall,  made  this  point  during  an  interview 
with  the  Reporter.  She  said  if  United 
Methodists  don’t  like  what  the  NCC  is 
doing,  or  not  doing,  they  should  talk  with 
their  own  people  because  the  NCC’s  con¬ 
cerns  are  shaped  in  large  part  by  staff 
members  representing  United  Methodist 
general  agencies.  This  could  be  regarded 
as  “buck-passing,”  but  our  findings  in¬ 
dicate  that  there  is  far  more  truth  to  Dr. 
Randall’s  contention  than  that  pejorative 
label  would  suggest. 


‘Get  out  of  NCC’ — No  solution 

Consequently,  the  quick  solution  fre¬ 
quently  proposed  over  the  years  by 
Letters  to  the  Editor  writers  —  “get  out 
of  the  NCC  immediately”  —  would  not 
solve  our  denomination’s  problems.  And 
even  if  our  church  ceased  to  be  one  of  the 
NCC’s  32  official  member-denomina¬ 
tions,  we  would  likely  continue  to  be  re¬ 
lated  to  various  parts  of  the  NCC  in  which 
we  share  common  interests,  in  much  the 
same  way  as  are  the  Southern  Baptists 
and  the  Roman  Catholics. 

5.  A  serious,  multi-faceted  lack  of  ac¬ 
countability  shapes  and  blurs  the  way  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  operates. 
No  matter  what  part  of  the  NCC  one  con¬ 
siders,  an  up-close  look  is  likely  to 
produce  this  conclusion.  There  is  vir¬ 
tually  no  internal  accountability  system 
among  the  NCC’s  50  or  so  semi¬ 
independent  units.  There  is  very  little 
sense  in  which  the  NCC  as  a  whole,  or  its 
various  parts,  are  accountable  to  the 
NCC’s  member-denominations.  And 
there  is  very  little  sense  in  which  the 
NCC  holds  accountable  the  independent 
groups  to  which  it  is  related  (see  articles 
on  NCC  structure  and  accountability 
elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  in  light 
of  human  fallibility,  it  is  scarcely  sur¬ 
prising  that  any  organization  would 
become  insulated  from  grassroots  con¬ 
cerns,  or  that  buck-passing  tendencies 
and  abuses  of  power  should  develop.  In 
fact,  it  is  a  wonder  that  abuses  within  and 
through  the  NCC  are  not  more  numerous 


or  more  serious  than  they  are. 

We  do  not  say  this  to  understate  the 
seriousness  of  the  NCC’s  problems.  The 
blatant  conflict  of  interest  and  using  of 
the  church  for  primarily  political  ends 
described  elsewhere  in  this  issue  —  in 
which  NCC  and  denominational  staff 
members  joined  informally  with  others 
to  create  an  “independent  related  group,” 
to  which  the  NCC  then  provided  office 
space  and  modest  amounts  of  “no  strings 
attached”  financial  support,  while  ac¬ 
cepting  no  responsibility  for  the  group’s 
actions  —  is  intolerable,  no  matter  how 
worthy  the  cause  it  supports  might  be. 

In  light  of  these  revelations,  efforts  by 
NCC  officials  to  discredit  their  critics  in 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
as  accountable  "only  to  a  30-member, 
self-selected  board”  seem,  at  best, 
hypocritical. 

6. The  most  surprising  finding  in  the 
Reporter’s  investigation  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  its  critics  is  the 
degree  to  which  the  NCC  is  not  really  a 
“council”  in  the  normal  sense  of  that 
word.  The  negative  image  of  the  NCC 
which  we’ve  encountered  most  often  over 
the  years  has  been  that  of  a  powerful, 
centralized  monolithic  enterprise 
headquartered  in  the  Interchurch  Center 
in  New  York  City.  If  you’ve  read  the 
structure  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue, 
you  may  have  been  surprised  to  learn 
that,  of  these  commonly  perceived 
qualities,  only  the  headquarters  location 
is  clearly  correct. 

We  wonder  how  many  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishops  and  district  superintendents 
will  be  surprised,  as  most  of  us  at  the 
Reporter  were,  to  learn  of  the  extremely 
limited  extent  to  which  the  NCC’s  Gover¬ 
ning  Board  is  empowered  actually  to 
“govern,”  and  how  little  authority  the 
NCC’s  chief  executive  has  to  hold  ac¬ 
countable  —  much  less  coordinate  or 
direct  —  the  heads  of  the  NCC’s  various 
divisions,  offices  and  commissions. 

The  worst  of  two  worlds 

In  plain  terms  the  NCC  is  a  “council” 
mainly  in  nomenclature.  It  functions 
much  more  as  a  loose  confederation  of 
almost-independent  organizations.  This 
produces  the  worst  of  two  worlds:  the 
image  of  a  powerful,  centralized 
organization  which  is  credited  or  blamed 
for  all  that  is  done  under  the  NCC  banner, 
and  the  reality  of  some  50  separate  “sub¬ 


units”  each  doing  largely  as  it  sees  fit. 

7.  The  findings  from  our  investigation 
have  led  us  to  an  unexpected  conclusion* 
the  church’s  needs  are  most  likely  to  be 
met  by  a  stronger,  more  centralized  and 
more  inclusive  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
all  or  most  of  the  NCC’s  problems  are 
caused  by  its  loose,  uncoordinated  struc¬ 
ture.  If  the  structure  problem  is  dealt 
with  effectively,  it  is  a  virtual  certainty 
that  numerous  personnel  problems  will 
surface  in  the  process.  However,  it  is 
unlikely  that  significant  reforms  will  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  way  the  NCC  operates  without 
prior  structural  reforms. 

Exactly  how  the  NCC  should  be  struc¬ 
tured  to  achieve  its  mission  most  ef¬ 
fectively  is  a  question  to  be  pursued  by 
persons  with  a  much  fuller  understanding 
of  the  NCC’s  component  parts  and  func¬ 
tions  tha  n  we  possess . 

Reforms  which  are  necessary 

If  the  NCC’s  credibility  and  structure 
problems  are  to  be  addressed  effectively, 
however,  it  appears  obvious  to  us  that  the 
following  elements  minimally  will  need 
to  be  included : 

•  An  open  statement  of  recognition  by 
the  NCC’s  leaders  and  Governing  Board 
that  the  NCC  faces  a  number  of  serious 
problems  and  challenges  which  are  more 
internally  than  externally  caused. 

•  The  adoption  of  structural  changes 
which  will  greatly  strengthen  the 
authority  of  the  NCC’s  Governing  Board 
and  provide  its,  chief  executive  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  general  oversight,  for  co¬ 
ordination  of  the  work  of  the  NCC’s 
constituent  parts,  and  for  insuring  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  NCC’s  basic  policy  state¬ 
ments.  If  possible,  this  should  be  done  in 
such  a  way  as  to  allow  continuing  in¬ 
volvement  of  non-NCC  member-churches 
in  specific  parts  of  the  NCC’s  work. 

•  The  adoption  of  procedural  changes 
to  insure  the  development  and  main¬ 
tenance  by  the  NCC  of  a  master  list  of 
persons  who  serve  on  “oversight  commit¬ 
tees”  for  the  NCC’s  various  units,  there¬ 
by  making  it  possible  to  identify  readily 
the  persons  who  are  responsible  for 
particular  NCC  actions  and  statements. 

•  The  NCC  was  never  intended  to  be  a 
church,  and  certainly  not  a  “super¬ 
church.”  Consequently,  efforts  to 
strengthen  the  NCC’s  internal  account¬ 
ability  system  should  be  accompanied  by 
equally  serious  efforts  to  increase  the 
NCC’s  accountability  to  the  denomina¬ 
tions  which  provide  its  support. 

8.  We  can  imagine  that  many  persons 
who  harbor  long-standing  feelings  of 
alienation  from  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  will  be  shocked  and  dis¬ 
appointed  by  our  conclusion  that  the  NCC 
'should  be  strengthened  rather  than 
scrapped.  We  can  envision  cir¬ 
cumstances  .under  which  we  would 
propose  the  latter  as  the  best  available 
alternative.  If  we  are  to  learn  anything 
from  history,  however,  it  is  that  every 
reasonable  effort  should  be  made  to 
reform  an  existing  institution  which  is 
meeting  real  needs  before  abandoning  it. 
NCC’s  stated  purpose  valid 

As  we  re-read  the  NCC’s  basic 
statement  of  purpose,  we  recognize  in  it  a 
statement  of  needs  that  is  as  valid  today 
as  at  any  previous  time:  "The  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
United  States  of  America  is  a  community 
of  Christian  communions  which  in 
response  to  the  Gospel  revealed  in  the 
Scriptures,  confess  Jesus  Christ,  the  in¬ 
carnate  Word  of  God,  as  Savior  and  Lord. 
These  communions  covenant  with  one 
another  to  manifest  ever  more  fully  the 
unity  of  the  Church.  Relying  upon  the 
transforming  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  Council  brings  these  communions  in¬ 
to  common  mission,  serving  in  all 
creation  to  the  glory  of  God.  ” 

Few  Christians  are  likely  to  find  fault 
with  such  a  purpose.  The  need  for  the 
NCC  or  some  similar  organization  will 


continue  so  long  as  there  are  many 
Christian  denominations  which  possess 
similar  beliefs  but  differing  traditions, 
and  which  wish  to  cooperate  rather  than 
compete  with  one  another. 

Translate  purpose  into  reality 

The  number  of  valid  ongoing  ministries 
the  NCC  carries  on  (see  the  “NCC’s  un¬ 
sung  stories”  in  UMR's  April  1  issue) 
makes  it  important,  in  our  view,  for  the 
NCC’s  current  leaders  to  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  the  connection  readily  ap¬ 
parent  between  the  NCC’s  stated  purpose 
and  its  institutional  reality. 

9.  We  believe  it  is  important  to  affirm 
the  value  of  critics  to  every  human  insti¬ 
tution.  Our  findings  suggest  that  the  NCC 
has  been  far  too  prone  to  deal  with  its 
critics  by  attacking  their  credibility  and 
seeking  to  evade  their  substantive  concerns. 

It  is  neither  a  crime  nor  a  sin  to  be 
“conservative,"  as  some  official  NCC 
reactions  to  its  critics  have  implied.  And 
it  is  no  more  inherently  wrong  for 
Christians  to  coalesce  with  "con¬ 
servative”  secular  organizations  than 
with  “liberal”  secular  organizations. 

In  a  free  society,  public  criticism  is  a 
legitimate  form  of  accountability  which 
often  works  when  all  others  fail.  An  un¬ 
willingness  to  be  called  to  accountability 
reflects  an  arrogance  which  is  in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching. 

10.  If  you  feel  the  need  "to  do 
something”  to  express  your  views  about 
the  NCC  and  United  Methodism’s 
relationship  to  it,  we  suggest  you  write  a 
letter  to  the  bishop  of  your  area.  The 
NCC’s  problems  are  too  complex  to  be 
rectified  immediately,  or  by  the  action  of 
any  one  group. 

However,  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  will  meet  in  early  May,  and  a 
part  of  the  agenda  will  be  an  open 
discussion  of  our  church’s  ecumenical 
relationships  in  light  of  the  concerns 
which  have  been  raised.  This,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  the  bishops  select  our 
denomination’s  representatives  to  the 
NCC’s  Governing  Board,  makes  them  the 
logical  persons  to  contact  if  you  wish  to 
express  an  opinion. 

Ways  to  register  views 

If  you  choose  to  write  your  bishop,  we 
would  urge  you  to  be  brief,  courteous  and 
to  the  point.  Yours  is  not  likely  to  be  the 
only  opinion  received.  If  you  wish  further 
to  have  your  views  registered  with  a 
national  office  of  our  denomination,  we 
suggest  that  you  send  a  copy  of  your 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  head  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  at  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Rm.  1300, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

11.  For  perspective,  we  need  to  recall 
Paul’s  words  to  the  church  at  Corinth: 
“We  have  this  treasure  in  earthen 
vessels  to  show  that  the  Transcendent 
power  belongs  to  God  and  not  to  us.  .  .” 
There  are  no  perfect  human  beings  and 
no  perfect  organizations  —  church  or 
otherwise  —  composed  of  human  beings. 
We  urge  concerned  Christians  —  in¬ 
cluding  both  those  who  feel  compelled  to 
attack  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
as  utterly  evil,  and  those  who  feel  called 
to  defend  it  as  utterly  righteous  —  to 
recall  these  words,  and  to  pray  that  out  of. 
this  difficult  period  of  division  and 
debate,  the  Body  of  Christ  may  grow 
stronger  and  more  unified  in  its  witness 
to  the  treasure  of  God’s  love. 


REPRINTS  AVAILABLE 

A  six-page  reprint  of  the  special 
series  of  articles  on  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  published  in  the  April  1  and 
April  8  issues,  is  available.  Single  copies 
may  be  obtained  for  $2.50.  Ten  or  more 
are  $1.25  each;  100  copies  are  $35.  (Each 
price  includes  postage  and  handling.) 
Reprint  requests  should  be  sent  to: 
Reprints,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


NCC  critic  group: 


‘Conservative  adversary’ 
or  ‘reluctant  prosecutor’ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  Those  who  think  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  is 
correct  in  alleging  a  “leftish  tilt”  in  some 
mainline  denominational  agencies  and  in 
the  National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches  would  praise  IRD  to  the 
heavens. 

Others  who  think  the  IRD  is  the  work  of 
the  devil  would  probably  agree  that  its 
below-ground  downtown  office  location 
here  is  at  least  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

The  institute  has  been  variously 
accused  of  trying  to  undermine  and 
disrupt  the  work  of  major  denominations 
or  being  a  highly  political  and  partisan 
organization  with  no  apparent 
accountability  to  anybody.  It  has  also 
been  accused  of  having  no  positive 
program  of  its  own,  “its  sole  activity 
being  attacks  on  the  ecumenical 
movement”;  of  being  neither  neutral, 
balanced  nor  objective;  and  of  being  a 
right-wing  Washington  group  that  wants 
to  purge  organized  religion  of  every 
liberal  leaning.  .  .  ✓ 

The  truth,  as  best  the  Reporter  can 
determine  it,  is  somewhere  in  the 
middle. 

Based  on  reading  the  institute’s  latest 
documents  about  itself,  its  latest 
analyses  of  denominational  and 
ecumenical  programs  and  personnel 
with  which  it  finds  fault,  on  reading 
numerous  critical  comments  about  IRD. 
on  reading  its  financial  statements,  and 
on  visiting  its  modest  subterranean 
offices  here,  the  Reporter  finds: 


•  The  staff  is  small.  Three  persons  hold 
professional  status,  and  an  equal  number 
are  support  staff.  There  is  no  staff 
director,  but  two  Washington-based  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  10-person  board  of  directors 
stay  in  more  or  less  daily  contact  with 
the  staff,  and  one  in  particular  seems  to 
act  as  managing  director. 

•  IRD  leaders  say  they  did  not  initiate 
either  the  recent  Reader’s  Digest 
articles  on  the  councils  of  churches  or  the 
subsequent  “60  Minutes”  analysis.  And 
the  institute  dismisses  as  “prepos¬ 
terous”  any  suggestion  that  it  asked  for, 
or  was  given,  any  right  to  preview  either 
the  articles  or  the  television  show. 

•  IRD  is  uncomfortable  in  its  role  as 
"prosecutor”  of  denominations  or 
councils  of  churches  and  hopes  to  return 
to  its  preferred  role  as  “a  corrective”  of 
what  it  sees  as  the  politically-biased 
points  of  view  in  such  church  agencies  as 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

•  The  United  Methodist  influence  on 
the  institute  is  dominant  and  indelible, 
dating  to  IRD’s  founding  in  1981 

•  IRD  leaders  make  no  secret  of  their 
sources  of  funding,  primarily  from 
foundations  commonly  identified  as 
supporting  “conservative”  political 
causes.  But  they  insist  it  has  received 
these  grants  “with  no  strings  attached,” 
and  grant  applications  shown  to  the 
Reporter  by  IRD  staff  appear  to  confirm 
that  contention. 

•  IRD  founders  are  determined  it  will 
not  wither  and  go  away,  as  they  claim 
many  of  its  critics  wish.  But  its  staff 
members  believe  IRD’s  work  would  be 
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Lutheran  theologian  Richard  John  Neuhaus  (left)  wrote  "Christianity  and  Democracy,”  the  basic  principles 
document  for  the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy.  He  was  also  a  founding  director  of  the  IRD 
along  with  United  Methodist  layman  David  Jessup  (center)  and  United  Methodist  evangelist  Ed  Robb.  Mr.  Robb 
presented  the  institute’s  latest  document,  “ATime  for  Candor,”  at  a  Washington  news  conference  in  mid-March. 


carried  on  in  its  absence  by  renewal 
groups  within  the  denominations,  such  as 
the  unofficial  “evangelical”  caucus  Good 
News  in  the  UMC. 

•  What  IRD  leaders  say  they  want 
most  is  open  discussion  with  those  in 
denominations  and  ecumenical 
organizations  whom  IRD  accuses  of 
error  and  particularly  those  whom  they 
think  are  blind  or  indifferent  to 
repression  in  left-wing  countries. 

How  IRD  came  into  being 

So  much  for  generalities.  What  are  the 
specifics? 

The  catalytic  document  which  led  to 
IRD’s  founding  was  the  so-called 
“Jessup  Report,”  written  in  1979  by 


David  Jessup,  a  longtime  labor  union 
organizer  and  political  strategist  and 
something  of  a  latter-day  convert  to 
United  Methodism. 

His  lengthy  effort  to  document  what  he 
considered  wrong  use  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  funds  in  support  of  various 
international  causes  helped  lead  the 
denomination’s  1980  General  Conference 
to  adopt  “full  financial  disclosure” 
legislation.  It  also  caused  some 
denominational  agencies,  at  great 
expense,  to  issue  explanations, 
disclaimers  and  corrections  to  some  of 
his  allegations. 

Mr.  Jessup’s  report  caught  the 
attention  of  “Good  News”  leaders  and 
they  paid  part  of  his  expenses  to  Gen¬ 


eral  Conference.  As  he  puts  it,  he 
and  the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  a  United 
Methodist  evangelist  based  in  East 
Texas  and  a  founding  organizer  of 
"Good  News,”  “kinda  hit  it  off  at  dinner. 
We  had  the  same  concerns  about  where 
some  of  our  church  money  was  going  in 
international  affairs.” 

About  a  year  later,  in  April  1981,  the 
two  of  them  met  in  Washington  with 
three  others  whom  they  had  reason  to 
believe  shared  their  concerns  about 
human  freedoms  and  what  they  defined 
as  God-given  human  rights  of  free 
speech,  free  press  and  free  exercise  of 
religion.  These  three  were  Catholic 
author  Michael  Novak,  whom  Mr.  Jessup 
(Continued  on  p.4) 
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NCC’s  tangled  power  lines: 


4 Like  no  other  organization 
anybody  likely  has  ever  seen 9 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Copyright  <©  1983  United  Methodist  Reporter 

NEW  YORK  —  Trying  to  sort  out  the 
lines  of  accountability  within  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  is  a  lot  like 
trying  to  operate  the  strings  of  a  tangled 
marionette: 

When  you  pull  strings  that  look  like 
they’re  connected  to  arms,  the  arms 
don’t  always  move. 

Strings  that  would  appear  to  control 
the  main  body  of  the  NCC  are  only  partly 
attached. 

Consider  the  240-member  Governing 
Board  of  the  NCC.  It  is  the  only  place  in 
the  council  where  all  32  member- 
denominations  have  a  vote. 

But  the  Governing  Board  doesn’t  really 
“govern”  the  whole  of  the  NCC.  In 
actuality,  it  neither  holds  nor  pulls  many 
of  the  strings  controlling  the  NCC’s  $40- 
million-plus  annual  activities. 

During  a  two-month  investigation,  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  found  that 
most  NCC  actions  are  decided  by 
committees  composed  primarily  of  staff 
members  from  denominational  general 
agencies. 

And  those  staff  members,  for  the  most 
part,  serve  not  as  representatives  chosen 
by  the  denomination  but  as  individuals 
selected  by  the  particular  NCC  unit  they 
are  called  upon  to  guide,  the  Reporter 
learned. 

Most  NCC  actions  questioned  in  recent 
media  reports  originated  in  NCC  offices 
whose  “governors’’  include  staff 
members  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  their  counterparts 
in  other  denominations. 

Structure  aids  “leftist”  image 

Accountability  of  the  NCC  to  its 
member-denominations  —  and 
ultimately  to  their  local  church  members 
—  has  been  a  key  element  in  NCC 
responses  to  magazine  and  television 
reports  alleging  that  the  council  often 
gets  entangled  with  questionable  outside 
groups,  mostly  of  a  “leftist”  bent. 

A  paper-storm  of  rebuttals  from  the 
NCC  and  its ,  supporters  has  carried 
strong  assurances  that  the  NCC’s  leaders 
“are  chosen  by  the  churches  and  are 
accountable  to  the  people  they  serve.” 

Although  the  rebuttals  have  advised 
concerned  church  members  to  work 
through  “established  channels”  to  voice 
criticisms  of  the  NCC,  numerous  NCC 
officials  acknowledged  in  interviews 
with  the  Reporter  that  the  NCC’s 
structure  makes  it  difficult  to  reach  the 
decision-makers. 

Among  the  problematic  aspects  of  the 
structure  which  some  officials 
mentioned,  were: 

•  The  linkage  of  the  NCC  to 
independent  “leftist”  political  action 
groups  usually  is  the  result  of  decisions 
by  staff  persons  of.  denominationa1 
agencies  and  of  the  NCC,  not  the  Govern¬ 
ing  Board,  where  NCC’s  member- 
denominations  are  officially  repre¬ 
sented 

•  Each  of  some  50  NCC  offices  is 
guided  by  its  own  “oversight  committee” 
which  usually  is  self-selected  and,  in 
some  ways,  self-perpetuating. 

•  These  offices  are  in  many  respects 
autonomous  entities. 

•  Because  the  various  NCC  offices 
don’t  have  to  seek  approval  from  the 
Governing  Board  for  most  actions  and 
because  they  don’t  always  coordinate 
actions  with  each  other,  their  efforts 
often  move  in  different  directions  —  thus, 
the  NCC’s  image  of  inconsistency. 

Newsweek  magazine  recently 
described  the  NCC  as  “an  administrative 
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morass  which  prevents  anyone  from 
establishing  priorities  or  dictating 
budgets.” 

Although  NCC  officials  said  that  was  a 
bit  harsh,  many  quickly  added  that  the 
council  is  structured  “like  no  other 
organization  anybody  likely  has  seen.” 

In  some  ways,  the  NCC’s  Governing 
Board  is  just  another  oversight 
committee  —  in  this  case,  overseeing  the 
General  Secretary’s  office  and  several 
other  support  units  such  as  finance  and 
information. 

“Cafeteria”  style  challenged 

The  “Governing  Board”  has  no  direct 
authority  over  the  NCC  program  offices 
but  it  does  have  the  right  to  set  general 


policy  guidelines  within  which  all  the 
offices  have  to  operate. 

“The  NCC  is  a  cafeteria,”  Warren 
Day,  information  director,  said. 
Denominations  and  their  agencies  can 
pick  which  offices  to  suoDort.  When  thev 
give  money  to  that  office,  they  in  effect 
“buy”  seats  on  the  committee  that 
guides  that  office’s  actions. 

That  allows  denominations  such  as  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  activities  of  several  offices 
without  having  to  take  responsibility  for 
NCC  actions  as  a  whole. 

But  the  32  NCC  member-denomina¬ 
tions  and  the  Governing  Board  do  bear 
responsibility  —  in  the  minds  of  most  of 
their  members  —  for  the  whole  council, 
officials  acknowledge. 

That  has  brought  increasing  pressure 
from  within  the  Governing  Board  to  mod¬ 
ify  the  “cafeteria”  style,  Mr.  Day  said. 

A  special  presidential  panel,  appointed 
last  year,  is  in  the  midst  of  studying  the 
NCC’s  structure  and  direction. 

One  issue  before  the  panel  is  whether 
the  “cafeteria”  should  have  at  least  a 
“head  cook.” 

NCC  General  Secretary  Claire  Randall 
said  the  Governing  Board  has  the 
authority  to  restructure  the  NCC  so  that 
actions  by  each  of  its  offices  would  have 
to  be  reviewed  or  approved  by  the  chief 
executive  or  the  Governing  Board,  for 
example. 

Whether  the  presidential  panel  will 
recommend  anything  like  that  is  not 
certain,  she  said. 

How  actions  are  taken 

The  current  style  of  decision-making  is 
illustrated  by  a  1981  action. 

The  NCC  gave  $10,000  to  EPICA 
(Ecumenical  Program  for  Inter- 
american  Communications  and  Action) 
to  help  publish  a  “primer”  lauding 
Grenada  and  its  new  Marxist  leaders. 

When  the  NCC  was  criticized  for  its 
support  of  EPICA,  NCC  leaders  said  the 
$10,000  for  the  book  doesn’t  mean  the  views 
expressed  are  promoted  by  the  NCC. 

The  NCC  could  say  that,  in  part, 
because  the  funding  for  the  book  came 
from  one  of  the  NCC’s  offices  (Caribbean 
and  Latin  America),  and  that  office’s 
action  did  not  have  to  be  approved  by  any 
higher  office  or  by  the  Governing  Board. 

The  decision  to  help  publish  the  book 
was  made  by  the  office’s  oversight 
committee  of  21  members  from  13 
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United  Methodists'  representation  to  the  NCC  (shaded  arrow)  and  the  NCC's  accountability  back  to  the 
churches  (small  arrow)  primarily  are  through  the  Governing  Board. 

But  the  board  has  little  authority  over  the  actions  of  some  50  NCC  program  offices. 

Rather,  actions  by  those  offices  are  controlled  by  separate,  semi-autonomous  oversight  committees.  Most 
committee  members  are  staff  persons  from  denominations'  agencies.  They  usually  are  not  chosen  by  their 
denomination  but  by  the  very  office  they  are  called  upon  to  guide. 


denominations  and  three  other  groups. 

Nearly  all  the  committee  members  — 
including  four  from  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  are 
staff  members  of  denominational  agencies. 

The  Latin  America  office  is  typical  of 
many  NCC  offices  and  their  “oversight 
committees.” 

By  giving  denominational  agency  staff 
members  so  much  authority  over  NCC 
actions,  it  is  readily  possible  for  those 
persons  to  use  the  NCC  to  advance  their 
pet  projects  or  “hobby  horses,”  Chris¬ 
tian  Century  Editor  James  Wall  told  an 
NCC  information  committee  last  month. 

In  their  own  agencies,  these  same  staff 
persons  would  be  required  to  get 
approval  for  their  actions  from  their 
agency's  board.  But  on  the  NCC  over¬ 
sight  committees,  they  ARE  the  “board.” 

Actions  by  NCC  offices  also  can  be 


Other  church 
sources*** 

*  Local  councils, 
donors,  other. 


Revenue 

'  Sales  &  rental  of  literatui 
&  films,  investment 
income,  etc. 

1981  operating 


Source  of  each  dollar  given  to  NCC 
from  32  member-denominations 


income 
$31.7  million 

♦  The  U.S.  government  gave  an  additional  $12 
million  as  reimbursement  for  shipping  emergency 
supplies  and  resettling  refugees. 

United  Methodists  gave  $5.3  million  to  NCC  programs  during 
1981.  Some  of  that  went  directly  through  local  church  apportionments 
or  individuals'  responses  to  NCC  appeals.  Some  went  indirectly 
through  apportionment  payments  to  UM  general  agencies  which  then 
passed  a  portion  on  to  NCC  offices.  The  approximate  average  of  55 
cents  per  United  Methodist  that  ended  up  at  the  NCC  amounted  to 
nearly  half  the  contributions  from  the  NCC's  32  member-denominations. 
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NCC  president  identifies  ‘problem’ 

‘Linkages’  scrutinized  in  Latin  America  taskforce  case  study 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  -  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  a  problem  —  the  council’s 
president  admits  —  in  its  linkages  with 
special-interest  groups. 

Specifically,  the  NCC  assumes  little  or 
no  responsibility  for  the  actions  and 
statements  of  numerous  independent 
groups  to  which  it  is  linked  and  has  no 
way  to  hold  them  accountable  for  their 
actions. 

The  NCC’s  president,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  “I  think  there  are  problems  with 
linkages  that  insist  upon  the  autonomy  of 
a  group  somehow  related  to  the  NCC 
through  funding  patterns,  and  yet  that 
deny  the  NCC  responsibility  for  programs 
and  strategies  of  these  related  groups.” 

How  many  such  groups  are  there?  NCC 
information  director  Warren  Day  said, 
“No  one  knows  for  sure  how  many  there 
are  overall,  but  in  terms  of  funding,  I 
would  suspect  there  are  less  than  three 
dozen.  ” 

The  Reporter  chose  one  such  group  — 
the  Interreligious  Task  Force  on  El 
Salvador  and  Central  America  —  as  the 
basis  for  a  case  study.  The  task  force 
recently  received  a  $1,000  grant  from  the 
NCC  to  compile  and  mail  information  for 
“Central  America  Week,”  which  local 
churches  were  encouraged  to  celebrate 
March  18-25. 

In  1981,  the  NCC’s  Latin  America  office 
issued  an  information  packet  on  El 
Salvador.  Included  in  that  packet, 
mailed  by  an  NCC  unit,  was  a 
"background  statement”  by  the 
interreligious  task  force  which  claimed 
that  the  Democratic  Revolutionary 
Front  (FDR)  —  a  part  of  the  opposition 
to  the  U.S. -recognized  Salvadoran 
government  —  was  considered  “the 
legitimate  representative"  by  a  majority 
of  people  in  that  country. 


When  criticism  surfaced  about  the 
statement  endorsing  the  FDR,  the  Rev. 
Oscar  Bolieli,  director  of  the  NCC’s  Latin 
America  office,  denied  responsibility  for 
the  statement  his  office  had  mailed, 
saying  it  was  issued  by  the  task  force. 

Mr.  Bolioli  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
Latin  America  office  of  the  NCC’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Overseas  Ministries,  in  keeping 
with  overall  NCC  policy,  does  not  align 
itself  with  particular  political  groups  in 
Latin  America.  But  he  acknowledged 
that  his' office  has  no  power  to  prevent  an 
independent,  NCC-linked  group  like  the 
Central  America  task  force  from  taking 
a  partisan  position. 

Task  force  began  in  1980 

The  interreligious  task  force  came 
together  in  1980,  after  the  assassination 
of  El  Salvador’s  Roman  Catholic  Arch¬ 
bishop  Oscar  Romero.  Concerned 
persons  from  the  religious  community 
meet  monthly  as  the  task  force  to  discuss 
the  needs  of  persons  in  Central  America. 
The  task  force  is  supported  by  grants 
from  various  church  agencies,  such  as 
the  World  and  Women’s  divisions  of 
United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  Program  Agency,  United  Church 
of  Christ  Board  for  World  Ministries,  and 
the  Maryknoll  Fathers’  Justice  and 
Peace  Office. 

How,  then,  is  this  “independent”  task 
force  related  to  the  NCC? 

•  Its  office,  a  former  NCC  storage 
area,  is  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Inter¬ 
church  Center,  the  same  floor  shared 
by  the  NCC’s  Latin  America  office; 

•  The  task  force  does  not  pay  rent  to 
the  NCC  for  the  space,  according  to 
Gerhard  Hennes,  financial  secretary  for 
the  NCC’s  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries; 

•  All  bookkeeping  for  the  task  force  is 
done  by  the  NCC  financial  office,  also  at 


no  charge,  Mr.  Hennes  said; 

•  The  task  force  was  started  in  1980, 
according  to  Harriet  Ziegler,  NCC  news 
service  director,  “with  help  from  some 
NCC  staff  members  acting  on  their  own 
initiative”; 

•  The  interreligious  task  force  defines 
itself  as  an  “ecumenical  effort  of 
solidarity  with  the  people  of  El  Salvador 
and  Central  America”  and  claims 
endorsement  by,  among  others,  the  NCC 
Latin  America  office. 

Given  such  relationships,  what  else  has 
the  task  force  done,  either  with  NCC 
participation  or  seemingly  with  at  least 
the  foreknowledge  or  support  of  some 
NCC  leaders? 

In  July  1980  the  interreligious  task 
force  coordinated  a  speaking  tour 
through  five  U.S.  cities  for  moderate 
representatives  of  the  Salvadoran 
Democratic  Revolutionary  Front  to 
present  their  views  and  gain  support  in 
the  U.S.  The  Guardian,  an  independent 
Marxist  newspaper  in  the  U.S.,  touted 
the  tour  as  “sponsored”  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  The  NCC  denied  it 
was  the  sponsor. 

The  Reporter  asked  the  NCC  exactly 
how  the  NCC’s  name  became  associated 
with  the  Salvadorans’  tour. 

It  was  explained  that  the  tour  was 
advertised  in  a  letter  sent  from  the  task 
force’s  former  director,  Pat  Garrety,  to 
representatives  of  churches  and  other 
agencies,  such  as  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  in  Philadelphia. 

NCC  stationery  used 

The  letter  went  out  on  NCC  stationery, 
Ms.  Ziegler  of  the  NCC  told  the  Reporter. 
“I  suppose  someone  in  their  office  ran 
out  of  stationery  and  a  secretary  in  one  of 
our  offices  might  have  given  them  some 
of  ours,"  she  explained. 

When  questioned  by  the  Reporter 
about  the  task  force’s  stance  on  the 


political  situation  in  El  Salvador  and 
about  criticism  directed  at  the  NCC 
because  of  task  force  actions,  the  task 
force’s  executives,  Beverly  Keene  and 
the  Rev.  Dan  Driscoll,  responded  in  a 
hostile  manner.  "We  work  out  of  a 
Christian  concern  for  the  poor  and  the 
suffering.  We  shouldn't  have  to  answer 
the  questions  of  insecure  critics  like  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
(IRD),”  said  Father  Driscoll,  a 
Maryknoll  priest. 

Ms.  Keene  said,  "If  these  people  who 
are  asking  these  questions  about  what  we 
do  and  why  we  do  it  are  asking  in  order  to 
build  a  better  future  for  the  people  of  El 
Salvador,  I’ve  got  all  the  time  in  the 
world  to  talk  to  them.  Otherwise,  I  don’t 
think  we  have  to  justify  ourselves  to 
those  critics." 

To  the  NCC’s  credit,  the  Reporter 
found  that  organizations  like  the  task 
force  —  which  the  IRD  and  some  other 
critics  dismiss  as  “radical  left”  — 
cannot  properly  be  so  easily  stereotyped. 

The  IRD  criticized  the  task  force  for  its 
1981  claims  that  the  FDR  was  the  “legit¬ 
imate  representative”  of  the  majority  of 
the  Salvadoran  people.  The  IRD  has 
called  the  FDR  “the  political  front  of  the 
guerrilla  movement”  in  El  Salvador. 

However,  Dr.  William  LeoGrande,  an 
expert  on  Latin  American  politics  at  UM- 
related  American  University,  told  the 
Reporter  that  while  the  FDR  may  not  be 
the  legitimate’  representative  of  the 
Salvadorans,  it  is  certainly  one 
legitimate  representative. 

“Of  the  people  who  have  become 
advocates  for  reform  in  that  country,  the 
FDR  is  a  representative,”  Dr. 
LeoGrande  said. 

With  regard  to  the  NCC,  however,  the 
legitimacy  of  the  FDR  is  not  the  prob¬ 
lem.  The  problem  is  how  the  NCC  relates 
to  and  holds  accountable  autonomous, 
sometimes  partisan  groups. 


used  to  build  support  for  similar  actions 
back  at  their  own  denominational 
agencies  —  or  at  least  to  give  the 
appearance  of  credibility  to  certain 
groups  seeking  support.  A  cycle  is 
created  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  discover 
where  an  action  originated. 

The  NCC’s  “Grenada  Primer”  effort 
received  $1,000  from  the  Christian  (Dis¬ 
ciples)  Church’s  Overseas  Ministries  Di¬ 
vision;  $3,000  from  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  $5,000  from  the  United 
Methodists’  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  primer’s  publisher,  EPICA,  is 
used  regularly  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society  and  Global 
Ministries  to  provide  analyses  on  Latin 
America  to  their  joint  seminar  programs, 
EPICA’s  director  said. 

Self-selected  overseers 

According  to  the  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Huston,  chief  executive  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity, 
most  United  Methodists  related  to  the 
NCC’s  various  offices  were  nominated  by 
NCC  staff  persons  and  the  committees  on 
which  they  serve. 

The  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline” 
recognizes  this  in  Para.  2402.2,  stating 
that  the  UM  representatives  on  NCC 
committees  are  "normally  nominated  by 
the  NCC’s  units." 

About  the  only  way  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  any  part  in  selecting  its 
representatives  comes  when  the  NCC 
sends  the  names  of  the  nominees  to  Dr. 
Huston's  commission  and  to  Bishop 
James  M.  Ault,  secretary  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops.  They  certify  that  the 
nominees  indeed  are  United  Methodists. 

“There  have  been  times  when  we  sent 
a  note  to  the  NCC  office  saying,  ‘Yes,  this 
person  is  a  United  Methodist  but  we  think 
you  need  to  test  whether  the  person’s 
competency  is  what  you  think  it  is.’  But 
we  never  say,  ‘Don’t  put  this  person  on 
the  committee,’  ”  Dr.  Huston  said. 

He  said  his  office  does  not  have  a  mas¬ 
ter  list  of  the  United  Methodists  who  serve 
on  all  the  NCC’s  committees.  Neither 
does  the  NCC  have  such  a  centralized  list. 

Dr.  Randall  supports  the  way  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  oversight  committees  are  chosen. 
When  the  NCC  is  working  on  Latin 
America  issues,  for  example,  it  only 
makes  sense  that  those  actions  be  guided 
by  the  persons  from  denominational 
agencies  who  are  involved  with  the  same 
issues  and  have  expertise,  she  said. 

The  oversight  committees  are  not  just 
decision-making  bodies;  they  coordinate 
the  work  of  the  agencies  on  a  day-to-day 
basis,  Dr.  Randall  said. 

Governing  Board  weak 

Nonetheless,  she  said  the  NCC  is  in 
need  of  a  great  deal  more  coordination 


among  its  offices  and  oversight  by  the 
higher  levels  of  the  NCC. 

"We’ve  been  on  a  pilgrimage”  from 
being  merely  a  confederation  of  offices  to 
much  more  of  a  community  of  com¬ 
munions,  she  said.  She  cited  several 
examples  of  new  coordinated  relation¬ 
ships  within  the  council.  “That  has  been 
my  mandate  since  I  came  here  in  1974.  ” 

At  this  point,  however,  the  NCC’s 
Governing  Board  can  pass  resolutions  on 
topical  issues,  set  general  policy  guide¬ 
lines  and  elect  the  chief  executive. 

It  cannot  dictate  actions  to  be  per¬ 
formed  by  the  NCC’s  program  offices. 

Nor  can  the  Governing  Board  set  up  a 
program,  she  said. 

However,  the  board  can  order  a  halt  to 
an  action  —  if  it  learns  of  it,  decides  it 
violates  NCC  policy  and  if  the  proposed 
action  hasn’t  already  occurred. 

In  addition,  the  Governing  Board  has 
some  indirect  power  through  the  chief 
executive.  Dr.  Randall  said  she  can  halt 
an  action  by  a  given  NCC  office  if  it 
violates  policy.  The  office  may  appeal 
her  decision  to  the  Governing  Board. 

“I  have  done  this  recently,  and  the 
office  took  my  advice,”  she  said. 

The  chief  executive  also  has  the  right 
to  veto  the  nominee  from  any  committee 
to  heacLan  NCC  office.  Nominations  that 
get  past  her  must  be  approved  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive  committee  of  the  Governing  Board. 

The  Governing  Board  could  exercise 
some  control  over  the  membership  of 
oversight  committees  of  division-level 
NCC  offices.  But  that  seldom  happens  as 
the  Governing  Board  rubber-stamps  the 
lists  of  nominations  sent  to  it,  NCC 
officials  explained.  The  only  time  a 
nominee  is  challenged  is  in  the 
Nominations  Committee  when  ethnic  and 
gender  quotas  are  not  satisfied,  they  said. 

The  Governing  Board  has  even  less 
potential  influence  over  sub-unit-level 
offices  which  include  such  a  significant 
unit  as  Church  World  Service.  Its  list  of 
oversight  committee  nominees  is 
reviewed  only  by  the  committee  of  the 
Division  of  Overseas  Ministries  of  which 
Church  World  Service  is  a  sub-unit,  Dr. 
Randall  explained. 

That  is  of  particular  concern  to  some 
Governing  Board  members  because  CWS 
—  although  a  sub-unit  —  is  the  largest 
office  of  the  NCC. 

Church  World  Service  raises  and 
spends  approximately  70  percent  of  the 
money  that  goes  through  the  NCC. 

Most  other  offices  also  raise  their  own 
money  and  set  their  own  agendas.  But 
some  NCC  officials  told  the  Reporter 
privately  that  a  major  need  is  to  make 
Church  World  Service  directly  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  Governing  Board.  After 
all,  this  sub-unit  is  three  times  bigger 
than  all  other  NCC  offices  put  together. 


COKESBURY  CARES 
ABOUT  YOUR 
CHURCHS  GROWTH! 


And  as  a  special  service  to  church  leaders,  Cokesbury  is 
offering  Lyle  E.  Schaller’s  informative  new  book — 
Growing  Plans:  Strategies  to  Increase  Your  Church’s 
Membership — at  the  special  low  price  (by  pre-publication 
arrangement)  of  $1.95! 

Normally  $6.95,  Growing  Plans  offers  five  workable 
strategies  that  will  prove  invaluable  toward  increasing 
your  church’s  membership  and  attendance.  Citing  a 
number  of  case  histories,  Mr.  Schaller  has  geared  his 
plans  to  work  effectively  for  churches  of  all  sizes  and 
denominations. 


Get  this  book  now — for  a  potentially  healthier  church.  Abingdon 
C08-098324.  Paper,  $1.95  (No  further  discounts  applicable.) 

Add  sales  tax  where  applicable.  Transportation  extra. 


Cokesbury 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  1635  Adrian  Road 
Park  Ridge.  1L  60068  P.O.  Box  801  Burlingame,  CA  94010 

Nashville,  TN  37202 
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NCC  panel 
declines  to  rule 
on  4gay’  church 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Since  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  does  not 
clearly  define  what  a  church  is,  the 
NCC's  32  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
members  must  each  decide  separately 
on  the  membership  application  of  a 
homosexual  church  based  on  their  own 
ecclesiology,  says  a  report  by  NCC's 
faith  and  order  commission. 

"As  presently  stated,  the  preamble 
and  purpose  of  the  NCC  could  be  inter¬ 
preted  to  allow  either  a  positive  or  a 
negative  on  this  matter,"  said  a  report 
by  theologians  of  the  member 
communions  that  commented  on  the 
application  by  the  predominately 
homosexual  Universal  Fellowship  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches. 
NCC's  faith  and  order  commission  began 
the  study  10  months  ago. 

How  the  membership  vote  will  go  is  yet 
unclear,  since  such  a  diversity  of 
opinions  exists  on  the  issue,  says  Brother 
Jeff  Gros,  assistant  general  secretary  of 
the  faith  and  order  commission.  The 
report  will  be  presented  at  the  NCC 
governing  board's  May  meeting. 

NCC  critic  group 


Gala  planned  for  200th  birthday  party 


BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodists  —  perhaps  as  many  as 
12,000  —  who  may  throng  the  civic 
center  here  May  6,  1984,  will  take  part 
in  what  is  planned  to  be  a  gala  200th 
birthday  party  for  their  church. 

According  to  plans  announced  here, 
the  celebration  will  feature  United 
Methodist  personalities  in  enter¬ 
tainment  and  other  fields,  at  least  five 
choirs  representing  five  ethnic  groups, 
other  music,  drama,  narration  and 
audience  participation.  The  gala  will 
constitute  the  program  for 
'•Bicentennial  Night”  at  the  1984 
General  Conference.  The  7-8:30  p.m. 
event  will  highlight  200  years  of 
Methodism  —  with  particular  focus  on 
United  Methodism  —  in  America. 

Planning  for  "Bicentennial  Night” 
was  a  principle  agenda  item  for  the 
United  Methodist  Bicentennial  Com¬ 
mittee’s  expanded  executive  com¬ 
mittee  that  met  here  March  21-22. 

The  effort  to  appoint  Bicentennial 
chairpersons  for  1983-8.4  in  local 
churches  has  resulted  in  8.300  names 
being  sent  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  from  173  districts 
and  more  are  coming  in,  reported  C. 


Leonard  Miller,  Dayton  Ohio,  GCOM 
executive.  All  73  annual  conferences 
have  Bicentennial  interpreters,  he 
added.  The  committee  authorized  him 
to  send  periodic  mailings  of  Bicen¬ 
tennial  information  to  the  chairpersons 
and  to  conference  and  district  leaders. 

Dr.  Miller  said  guidelines  for  chair¬ 
persons  plus  information  about 
resources  and  commemoratives  will  be 
published  in  the  May- June  issue  of  The 
Interpreter  magazine. 


After  a  report  on  sale  of  Bicentennial 
bells  —  the  11-inch  high  Cokesbury  Bell 
and  the  34-inch  miniature  —  the 
committee  urged  that  wider  publicity 
be  given  to  the  share  of  each  bell’s  costs 
that  goes  to  church  growth  and 

development  ($1,000  of  $1,984  for  the 
Cokesbury  Bell  and  $20  of  $35  for  the 
miniature.)  The  committee  said  it 
hopes  the  miniature  will  go  on  display 
at  each  1983  annual  conference  session. 


.fvY.NNv.-i/  Bicentennial  minute 


By  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

On  April  7,  1845,  Henry  Clay  penned  a  responding  letter  to 
Bishop  James  O.  Andrew  lamenting  the  division  within  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  over  the  issue  of  slavery.  The 
letter  contained  a  clear  warning  that  such  a  division  would  be 
"fraught  with  imminent  danger”  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  of  the  States. 

The  American  Civil  War  which  followed  fifteen  years  later 
was  bleak  fulfillment  of  his  prophecy.  Bishop  Roy  Short  has 
noted  that,  "The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  showed 
nation  how  to  commit  suicide.’’ 


Christian/ democratic  link  claimed 


continued  from  page  2 

had  known  through  the  labor  movement; 
Penn  Kemble,  Mr.  Jessup’s  former 
college  roommate  and  an  anti-war 
activist  from  the  1960s,  and  Lutheran 
theologian/author  the  Rev.  Richard  John 
Neuhaus,  also  known  for  his  anti-war 
record  and  leadership . 

A  convenient  "parent”  organization 
and,  not  coincidentally,  Mr.  Kemble’s 
employer  was  "The  Foundation  for 
Democratic  Education,  Inc.,”  which 
identifies  itself  as  "a  non-profit,  non¬ 
partisan,  tax-exempt  foundation  which 
sponsors  various  educational  projects  in 
support  of  democratic  values  and 
institutions.”  IRD  was  continued  as  a 
"project”  of  the  parent  body  until  its 
formal  organization  in  April  1982,  and  not 
until  November  1982  did  IRD  gain  its  own 
independent,  tax-exempt  status. 

Five  directors  are  UMs  ^ 

Five  of  the  nine  IRD  directors  listed  on 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  tax 
exemption  applications  are  United 
Methodists:  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway  of 
First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill.;  Mr.  Jessup;  Mr. 
Robb;  Mrs.  Virginia  Shell,  former 
Methodist,  missionary,  and  the  Rev. 
Ellsworth  Kalas  of  the  Church  of  the 
Savior  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Other 
directors  are  Mr.  Kemble,  Mr.  Novak, 
Roman  Catholic  theologian  George 
Weigel  of  Seattle,  and  Dr.  Carl  F.  H. 
Henry,  founding  editor  of  the 
"evangelical”  magazine,  Christianity 
Today. 

This  is  IRD’s  purpose  as  specified  in  its 
document  of  tax  exemption: 

"To  instruct  the  public  on  religious 
issues  which  are  beneficial  and  useful  to 
the  community  at  large.  To  that  end,  the 
institute  will  publish  newsletters,  books 
and  pamphlets  which  discuss  one  or 
more  religious  issues  and  then  provide  a 
mechanism,  either  through  a  panel 
discussion  or  other  open  forum,  where 
the  institute’s  viewpoint,  as  well  as  the 
opposing  viewpoint,  will  be  fully  and 
fairly  exposed  to  permit  members  of  the 


public  to  form  an  independent  opinion." 

IRD  directors  make  neither  much  nor 
little  of  their  diversity,  admittedly 
ranging  from  the  theologically 
conservative  evangelist  Mr.  Robb  to  the 
self-described  former  socialist,  Mr. 
Kemble.  Mr.  Kemble,  whose 
employment  continues  with  the  "parent” 
Foundation  for  Democratic  Education 
and  whose  adjacent  offices  permit  him  in 
effect  to  direct  the  IRD  staff’s  daily 
activities,  says  that  this  diversity  is  of  no 
consequence  "because  we  are  united  on 
the  clear  principle  of  the  affinity  between 
the  Christian  faith  and  democratic 
principles.” 

It  is  further  agreed,  Mr.  Kemble  said, 
that  this  principle  is  spelled  out  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  in  IRD  in  the  14-page 
booklet,  "Christianity  and  Democracy,” 
written  in  1981  by  Mr.  Neuhaus. 

The  main  "affinity”  passage  in  Mr. 
Neuhaus’  statement  seems  to  be  this: 
“Wherever  it  exists,  democracy  —  which 
is  both  the  product  and  protector  of 
freedom  —  is  a  human  enterprise  and  a 
divine  gift.  .  .  In  helping  to  sustain  the 
’  democratic  experiment,  the  churches  act 
not  only  in  their  own  interest  but  in  the 
interests  of  humankind." 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter  Mr. 
Neuhaus  in  his  New  York  office  attempt¬ 
ed  to  summarize  his  expectations  for 
IRD. 

Four-level  debate  urged 

He  said  he  hopes  to  create  "a  new 
debate  and  awareness  throughout  the 
church.”  He  wants  the  debate  to  occur  on 
four  levels,  each  depending  on  the 
preceding  level  for  its  success.  He 
described  them  as: 

1.  The  theological  level.  The  debate 
premise  at  this  point  is  that  there  is  a 
necessary  relation  between  Christian 
faith  and  human  freedom.  He  said  he 
would  seriously  question  the  Christian 
faith  of  anyone  who  does  not  believe  a 
Christian  must  be  pro-freedom  for  all 
people. 

2.  The  political-philosophical  level. 


We  Welcome 

Passion  Play  and  Ozark  Group  Tour 


ihh 


Iquines 


The  Great  Passion  Play  is  reason  enough  to  bring 
your  group  to  Eureka  Springs.  This  powerful  drama 
depicting  Christ's  last  days  on  earth  has  been  called 
the  world" s  greatest  outdoor  drama.  g 

T o  make  your  visit  the  best  it  can  be,  the  Inn  of  the 
Ozarks  is  the  perfect  choice.  Our  reasonable  rates, 
full  facilities  and  friendly  service  make  us  a  favorite 
with  all  types  of  groups.  Plus,  we  have  pre-planned 
tour  packages  which  include  the  Church  Youth 
Package,  Spring  and  Fall  Packages  for  Senior 
Citizens,  or  we  will  custom  build  a  package  to  meet 
your  needs 

On  our  34-acre  site,  you'll  find  122  superb  rooms 
and  suites  tennis  miniature  golf,  shuffleboard. 
ping-pong,  and  an  olympic-size  pool  Adjacent  to 
the  pool  is  our  covered  pavilion  where  we  will 
provide  outdoor  barbeques  (For  groups  only) 


Inn  of  the  Ozarks  is  only  a  short  drive  from  other 
Ozark  attractions  such  as  Dogpatch  USA,  Silver 
Dollar  City,  and  Shepherd  of  the  Hills  We  are  your 


Mail  to  Inn  of  the  Ozarks  Dept  22B,  P.  O.  Box  431 . 
Eureka  Springs  AR  72632.  501-253-9768 

Name  _ ' - - 

Address  - - - - 

City  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

State _ Zip _ 

We  accept  AM.  CB.  MC.  DC.  VISA 
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Church  Computer 
Users  Network 


United 

Methodist 


Th#  first  Church  Computer  Users  Net¬ 
work  (CCUN-pronounced  ‘SUN  )  Newsletter 
is  off  the  press.  Editor  Jim  Strosmo  has 
done  a  terrific  job  of  detailing  the  poten¬ 
tial  of  the  computer  for  the  local  church 
today.  The  editor  is  a  Methodist  pastor 
who  was  recently  appointed  associate 
professor  of  computer  science  ot  Lincoln 


College.  Lincoln,  IL.  Also,  he  edits  two 
other  computer  magazines:  Midnite /PAPER 
(Commodore  software  review)  and  MICRO 
(General  audience  magazine).  Join  CCUN 
today  for  this  exciting  quarterly  news¬ 
letter  and  all  other  member  benefits. 
Annuol  dues  $25. 


Join  Today 


Church  Computer  Users  Network 

Post  Office  Box  1392 

Dallas,  Texas  75221  («••  ballpoint) 

□  YES.  plaaia  occapt  my  application  for  ltS3  CCUN  Mambar- 
,hlp  and  *and  ma  tho  flr»t  Imu*  of  CCUN  Nawtlotlor.  Haro’* 
my  $25. 

□  NO.  I  am  unoblo  to  |oln  CCUN  now  but  ploc#  ma  on  your 
moiling  Hat . 


CITY.  STATE,  ZIP 


The  premise  is  that  "liberal  democratic  Ms.  Knippers  insisted  that  the  degree 
governments”  are  connected  to  human  to  which  IRD  has  focused  on  inter¬ 
freedom.  denominational  groups  is  circumstantial 

3.  The  policy  and  action  level.  The  rather  than  intentional.  She  said  the 

premise  is  that  Christians  should  be  original  intent  was  to  concentrate  on 
devoted  to  the  support  of  liberal  "what  is  missing”  from  denominational 
democratic  governments  "and  work  efforts  —  such  as  those  of  Global 
against  those  that  are  hostile  to  such  Ministries  —  in  supporting  "democratic 
governments .  ’  ’  values’  ’  in  international  programs 

4.  The  economic  level.  The  premise  "We  are  not  setting  up  competing 


here  is  that  there  is  an  apparent 
connection  between  libferal  democracy 
and  a  primarily  free-market  economy. 

In  addition  to  his  proposed  four-level 
debate,  Mr.  Neuhaus  said  it  is  very 
unfortunate  that  both  Reader’s  Digest 
and  "60  Minutes"  focused  on  "the 
offering  plate.  That  is  not  the  real  issue. 
The  issue  is  the  discussion  of  democracy 
and  Christianity.  That  wasn’t  really 
addressed  by  either.” 

The  IRD  staff  and  directors  are 
accustomed  to  being  asked  who  or  what 
gives  them  special  responsibility, 
accountable  to  no  one  else,  to  become 
critics  of  denominational  boards  and 
agencies  or  councils  of  churches. 

‘Called  of  God  to  speak  out’ 

Diane  Knippers,  staff  director  for 
membership  and  organization  and  a 
former  associate  editor  of  Good  News 
magazine,  answers  fervently:  "I  am  a 
member  of ‘the  church,  and  I  feel  called 
of  God  to  speak  out.  In  IRD  I  have  found 
people  with  whom  I  can  agree  and 
collaborate.  We  are  all  given  that 
responsibility  as  Christians.” 

She  and  staff  research  director  Kerry 
Ptacek,  a  United  Presbyterian  and  left- 
wing  student  activist  during  the  1960s, 
agree  that  many  church  people  overlook 
that  responsibility  out  of  innocence. 
Some  do  this,  they  claimed,  even  after 
they  have  visited  a  communist  country 
like  Cuba  or  China  and  come  away 
impressed. 

IRD  staff  claim  they  are  equally 
concerned  with  the  lack  of  democratic 
freedoms  in  totalitarian  states  of  the 
“right”  and  the  "left.”  Mr.  Ptacek  said 
IRD  leaders  are  aware  that  it  is 
perceived,  particularly  by  National 
Council  of  Churches  personnel  and  their 
supporters,  as  being  one-sided  in  its 
criticism  of  church  support  for  left-wing 
governments  or  groups.  Somewhat 
facetiously,  he  said,  “We  have  prayed  we 
would  discover  a  church  grant  to  a  right- 
wing  government  like  the  one  in 
Guatemala  of  which  we  could  be  equally 
as  critical.” 

IRD  leaders  acknowledge  that  it  has 
critics  within  the  churches.  One  overt 
investigation  of  the  institute  was  funded 
jointly  in  late  1981  by  two  divisions  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ’s  Board  for  Homeland 
Ministries.  A  spokesperson  for  those 
agencies  indicated  at  the  time  that  the 
study’s  most  important  conclusion  was 
that  IRD  is  more  motivated  by  "neo- 
conservative”  politics  than  by  religious 
convictions. 

Institute  leaders  at  that  time  cried 
"foul”  to  the  news  media  and  charged 
the  investigating  agencies  with  using 
"subterfuge  and  Watergate-style” 
tactics  to  discredit  their  critics.  Mr. 
Kemble  last  month  told  the  Reporter  that 
those  who  conducted  the  study  for  the 
church  groups  "somehow  got  things 
from  our  office.”  But  he  indicated  no 
ongoing  concern  over  that  incident. 

Of  more  immediate  concern  to  IRD  is  a 
recent  accusation  attributed  to  Dr. 
Cynthia  Wedel,  a  former  president  of  the 
NCC  and  one  of  six  current  presidents  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches.  She  has 
been  quoted  as  saying  that  the  IRD  "is 
supported  almost  entirely  by  the 
government  of  South  Africa." 

Mr.  Kemble,  in  one  angered  mood 
during  an  otherwise  relaxed  and  open 
interview,  denounced  that  charge  as 
"preposterous.”  The  IRD  can  readily 
demonstrate  its  untruth,  he  said,  starting 
with  its  resolution  more  than  a  year  ago 
opposing  apartheid  (enforced  racial 
segregation)  as  practiced  in  South 
Africa. 

"We  are  not  in  the  business  of  suing 
people,”  he  said,  "but  we  are  chewing 
over  how  to  respond.  The  inclination  of 
most  of  us  is  not  to  sue.” 


programs,”  she  said.  "We  want  to  be  a 
corrective,  not  a  competitor.  We  want  to 
provide  another  point  of  view,  because 
United  Methodists,  for  instance,  are  not 
getting  that  from  our  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.” 

But  IRD  does  not  appear  ready  to 
move  its  spotlight  entirely  from  the  NCC. 
At  a  news  conference  March  14  in 
Washington,  IRD  leaders  issued  a  48- 
page  study  titled  "A  Time  for  Candor” 
which  they  said  refutes  claims  by  NCC 
officials  that  the  council  has  not 
supported  opponents  of  democracy  on 
the  far  left. 

Both  the  IRD’s  latest  document  and  the 
interview  with  the  Reporter  one  week 
earlier  made  clear  that  one  special 
target  of  the  institute’s  charges  is  the 
Rev.  Paul  McCleary,  a  United  Methodist 
who  is  the  chief  executive  of  the  NCC’s 
relief  arm,  Church  World  Service. 

IRD  purports  to  show  inconsistencies 
between  testimony  Mr.  McCleary  has 
given  to  congressional  committees  and 
what  IRD  interprets  as  his 
"endorsement”  of  "re-education”  camps 
in  Vietnam. 

During  the  interview  and  in  numerous 
documents  and  statements,  IRD  officials 
have  called  for  ongoing  broad  discussion 
with  churches,  councils  and  their 
supporters.  In  the  one  face-to-face 
meeting  between  IRD  and  NCC  leaders, 
arranged  by  the  NCC’s  information 
office  last  March,  the  sponsoring  NCC 
committee’s  chairman  said  he  hoped  the 
two  groups  could  continue  "in  this  very 
worthwhile  discussion.”  But  that  has  not 
come  to  pass.  Rather,  the  two  have 
resorted  more  to  charges  and  counter¬ 
charges. 

Fund  letter  claims  ‘proof’ 

In  contrast  with  the  measured  tone  of 
the  "principles”  statement  authored  by 
Mr.  Neuhaus  in  1981,  Mr.  Robb  was  the 
signatory  of  a  direct  mail  fund-raising 
letter  prepared  by  an  outside  consultant 
firm  and  which  IRD  mailed  last  fall.  The 
fund-raising  letter  relied  upon  "scare” 
language  such  as  this  to  solicit  support: 
"There  is  decisive  proof  that  a 
significant  amount  out  of  every  dollar 
you  give  actually  ends  up  helping 
Communist  and  radical  dictatorships  in 
foreign  countries!”  The  letter  closed 
with  an  appeal  to  send  $25  for  an  IRD 
membership  "to  help  us  keep  the  flame 
of  religious  freedom  burning.” 

Mr.  Robb  phoned  the  Reporter  during 
the  course  of  research  to  disown  the 
"pejorative  language”  of  the  letter,  to 
admit  that  mailing  it  was  "a  mistake” 
and  to  say  that  it  was  "uncharacteristic 
of  me.”  Both  he  and  Mr.  Kemble  said  the 
IRD  does  not  intend  to  repeat  similar 
direct-mail  appeals. 

IRD  claims  just  under  1,000  members 
at  a  minimum  of  $25  each,  plus  others 
who  give  as  much  as  $5  and  receive  the 
institute’s  newsletter.  Maria  Thomas, 
IRD’s  staff  director  of  administration, 
said  the  institute  receives  three  or  four 
memberships  daily  and  said  a  majority 
both  of  members  and  of  responses  to  the 
recent  media  exposure  was  from  United 
Methodists. 

The  IRD’s  principal  financial  support 
comes  from  the  Scaife  Family 
Charitable  Trust,  controlled  by 
Pittsburgh  publisher  Richard  Mellon 
Scaife  ($150,000  general  program  grants 
for  each  of  two  years)  who  has  developed 
a  reputation  in  recent  years  as  a 
foremost  supporter  of  "conservative" 
political  causes.  Another  $146,000  came 
from  the  Smith  Richardson  Foundation 
for  membership  development  and 
regional  seminars. 

According  to  IRD  documents,  the  most 
that  any  of  these  foundations  required  in 
return  for  their  grants  was  a  year-end 
narrative  report  and  financial  account¬ 
ing  of  how  the  money  was  spent.  This, 
according  to  Ms.  Thomas,  is  standard  for 
fund  applications  and  grants. 


the  church  today 


Search  process  begins 
for  general  treasurer 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  A  formal  search 
process  began  March  1  for  a  successor  to 
the  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland  as  general 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  UM 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

Application  or  nomination  forms  and 
other  information  can  be  obtained  from 
Bishop  James.  S.  Thomas,  President, 
GCFA,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL 
60102.  Bishop  Thomas,  who  also  heads 
the  search  committee,  said  applications 
and  nominations  will  be  received  until 
June  1.  Dr.  Wayland  will  retire  June  30, 
1984. 


Retired  bishop  named 
to  head  black  caucus 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)  —  The  black 
caucus  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
appointed  a  retired  bishop  to  serve  as  its 
executive  director  and  launched  a  new 
program  of  financial  support  at  its 
meeting  here  March  16-19. 

Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll  of  Brooklyn, 
Mass,  will  immediately  become 
executive  director  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR).  Formerly 
bishop  of  the  Boston  Area,  he  will  serve 
the  caucus  until  it  elects  another 
executive  sometime  in  1984.  He  succeeds 
the  Rev.  Preston  Jones  who  left  the 
organization  in  1982. 


Bishop  supports  governor 
in  Carthan  action 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  of  the  Jackson 
(Miss.)  Area  has  expressed  support  for 
Gov.  William  Winter’s  action  suspending 
the  sentence  of  former  Tchula  Mayor 
Eddie  James  Carthan.  Mr.  Carthan  was 
serving  a  three-year  term  for  simple 
assault  on  a  police  officer. 

The  governor  also  turned  Mr.  Carthan 
over  to  federal  authorities  because  he 
had  also  been  convicted  on  a  charge  of 
giving  false  statements  to  an  FDIC  bank. 

Thanks  to  national  publicity  given  the 
Carthan  case,  letters  and  telegrams  have 
poured  into  the  governor’s  mansion  from 
all  over  the  country.  According  to  a 
Jackson  newspaper,  the  governor  denied 
this  had  influenced  his  decision.  He  told 
the  newspaper  that  suspension  was  a 
common  procedure  for  someone  with  a 
heavy  federal  sentence  hanging  over 
them. 

Three  churches  violate 
refugee  ‘sanctuary’  law 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Three  churches 
here  —  Wheadon  United  Methodist, 
Covenant  Community  United  Church  of 
Christ,  and  Markham  Mennonite  — 
knowingly  violated  federal  law  March  24 
when  they  declared  their  buildings  a 
public  sanctuary  for  a  Salvadoran 
refugee. 

If  convicted  of  harboring  refugees, 
officials  of  the  three  congregations  could 
receive  a  5-year  prison  sentence  and/or 
$2,000  fine. 

General  church  funds 
trail  year-ago  pace 
EVANSTON,  Ill.  -  Contributions  to  18 
United  Methodist  general  funds  stood  at 
$6.4  million  at  the  end  of  February, 
according  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  here. 

This  was  2.75  percent  behind  the  total 
at  the  same  time  a  year  ago.  This 
missional  priority  fund  was  down  nearly 
40  percent,  and  the  basic  World  Service 
program  fund  was  down  18  percent. 

1982  totals  reported 
in  loans,  scholarships 

NASHVILLE  -  The  United  Methodist 
loan  and  scholarship  program  loaned 
more  than  $1.5  million  and  awarded 
some  $266,000  in  scholarships  during 
1982,  according  to  a  report  issued  here. 

The  program  is  supervised  by  an  office 
within  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  The  office  of  Loans  and 
Scholarships  also  reported  that  nearly 
$550,000  was  received  in  the  1982  student 
day  offering,  which  helps  fund  the 
program.  Other  funds  come  primarily 
from  repayments  on  outstanding  loans. 


Cuban  Methodists 
re-elect  bishop 

HAVANA  (UMNS)  —  The  autonomous 
Methodist  Church  of  Cuba  re-elected 
Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  during  its 
fourth  General  Conference,  which  met  at 
University  Methodist  Church  here  March 
7-13.  He  received  43  of  the  50  votes  cast. 

Retired  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short,  80, 
returned  to  Cuba  for  the  first  time  in  23 
years  to  take  part  in  the  long-awaited 
centennial  of  the  autonomous  Methodist 
Church. 

Newsletter  celebrates 
tenth  anniversary 

NASHVILLE  —  Newscope,  a  weekly 
newsletter  for  the  United  Methodist 
leaders,  is  celebrating  its  tenth 
anniversary  this  month.  It  is  published 
by  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

The  purpose  of  the  national  newsletter 
has  stayed  the  same  since  its  1973 
beginning:  "To  provide  a  short-deadline 
communication  link  between  the  national 
church  and  those  in  conference,  district 
and  local  church  leadership  roles  who 
need  to  know  church  happenings  as 
quickly  as  possible.” 

Senator  criticizes 
nuclear  power  policy 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  —  National 
energy  policy  that  puts  heavy  reliance  on 
nuclear  power  is  “wrong-headed," 
almost  500  activists  from  the  nation’s 
religious  community  were  told  March  15 
here  by  Sen.  Dale  Bumpers  ( D-Ark. ) . 

"If  there  is  anything  this  President 
believes  in,  it  is  nuclear  everything,” 
Sen.  Bumpers,  an  active  United  Method¬ 
ist,  told  the  llth  annual  briefing  on  issues 
before  Congress,  sponsored  by  IMPACT 
and  the  association  of  religious  staff 
executives  based  here. 

Tax  credit  predicted 
for  ministers,  others 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  — 
Substitution  of  a  tax  credit  for  a  tax 
deduction  (as  originally  proposed)  for  all 
self-employed  persons  in  the  Social 
Security  System,  passed  March  9  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  expected 
to  be  passed  soon  by  the  Senate, 
represents  the  most  likely  relief  for 
ministers  and  others  in  lower  income 
brackets. 

So  says  James  Walton-Myers,  general 
counsel  of  the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
here,  after  examining  House  action  and 
prospects  for  Senate  action.  He  met  in 
Washington  March  7  with  other 
representatives  of  church  groups 
interested  in  pension  legislation. 


CLASSIFIED 

MUSIC-YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  First  UMC. 
Hereford.  Texas.  Training  and  experience  in  music 
ministires,  including  choirs  for  all  ages,  handbells, 
and  in  youth  work  with  Jr.  Hi  and  Sr.  Hi  and  Youth 
Council.  House  provided  with  utilities.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Weldon  Butler.  P.O.  Box 
527.  Hereford,  TX  79045.  <806  )  364-0770.  Applications 
to  April  15. 

FOR  SALE,  AB  Dick  Copier  Model  695  for  $600.00  by 
United  Methodist  Temple,  Port  Arthur,  TX.  Call 
(713)  962-5762. 

KENYA,  VICTORIA  FALLS,  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
October  1-25,  1983.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214. 
Brochure  Available. 

Israel.  Egypt,  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals, 
deluxe  hotels,  tours,  transportation.  Contact  Dr. 
Stanley  Harrell,  5601  Chesterfield  Dr.,  Temple  Hills, 
MD  20748. 

MAKE  MONEY.  HELP  BUILD  CHURCHES.  Do 
both  at  the  same  time  through  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund.  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A. 
Langston,  Room  303-L,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y., 

NY  10115.  j 

TRIP  with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  901  Clay  St.,  Houston,  Texas  77002.  , 

CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  TOURS  presents.  Heart  of 
Europe  1983,  17  days.  England.  France,  Holland, 
Germany.  Switzerland.  A  superb  tour,  unhurried, 
congenial  companions,  experienced  leadership.  Free 
brochure:  1214  Kupau,  Kailua,  Hawaii  96734,  (808) 
262-0091. 

McCURDY  SCHOOL.  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM 

87532,  a  project  related  to  the  National  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  U.M.  Church,  is 
attempting  to  build  a  gymnasium  with  the  proceeds 

stamps  of  any  kind  (S&H,  Gold  Bond,  etc.?)  Full 
books,  partial  books  or  loose  stamps  will  be  grate¬ 
fully  accepted. 

CABLE  TV  CONSULTANTS  Available.  Consultants 
will  enable  churches,  clusters,  and  districts  to  design 
significant  programs  for  local  access  religious 
programs  Write  Perry  Bell,  633  Detroit  Street. 
Shel>oygan  Falls,  Wisconsin  53085. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817)  645-9203. 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-2646. 

E  STANLEY  JONES  professorship  in  evangelism. 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology  seeks  candi¬ 
dates  for  this  position  who  reflect  the  Jones  tradition 
through  a  balance  of  evangelical  and  social  commit¬ 
ment.  Applications  to:  Office  of  the  Dean,  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.  745  Commonwealth 
Avenue,  Boston.  MA  02215.  Boston  University  is  an 
EO/AA  employer 

SAVE  MONEY  on  the  purchase  of  your  next  new  car, 
truck  or  van.  L.  Shirley  (retired)  (813  )  949-1120,  113 
N.W.  First  Ave.,  Lutz.  FL33549. 

THE  POSITION  OF  DIRECTOR.  Volunteers  in 
Mission  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is  open. 
Direct  inquiries  to  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive 
Director,  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  8035  East  R.  L. 
Thornton.  Suite  408,  Dallas,  TX  75228.  Application 
acceptance  deadline:  April  15, 1983. 

EXPERIENCE  RUSSIA!  21  Day  Soviet  Union  Tour 
—  Aug.  1-21  Moscow,  Leningrad,  Kiev,  Volgograd, 
Tallinn.  $1900.00  covers  everything  from  New  York 
Brochure:  Dr  Richard  Fife,  148  N.  Palmetto  Ave„ 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  32014. 

JUNE  9-24  TOUR  TO  ISRAEL.  JORDAN,  Cairo, 
Athens,  Corinth,  and  4  day  Mediterranean 
cruise.  $2649  from  New  York.  Tour  leaders  Martha 
Edens,  former  director  Church  Women  United,  and 
Dr.  James  Ward,  Perkins  Seminary  Old  Testament 
Professor  Write  Mrs.  Edens,  7406  Bluefield  Drive, 
Da  lias,  Texas  75248  or  call  214/386-9964 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  Residential  treatment 
facility  for  older  adolescents.  Masters  degree  in  a 
Human  Service  discipline  and  minimum  3  years 
residential  administrative  experience  req. 
Knowledge  of  fiscal  and  personnel  mgt.,  program 
innovation,  funding-raising,  and  public  and  church 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries  for  multiple-staff 
congregation  of  2,500+.  Searching  for  married  male 
or  female,  under  40,  with  commitment  to  Youth 

and  negotiable.  Residence  available.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  Ward  Home,  50  Moffett  St. 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15243. 

Ministry  as  vocation,  familiarwith  United  Methodist 
approach,  trained  and  experienced  in  youth  work. 
Must  be  enthusiastic,  organized,  and  committed  to 
the  Christian  life  Negotiable  salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  qualifications.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Ben  Wiley.  Chairman  Pastor-Parish 
Relations.  §t.  Paul  UMC,  1199  Highland  Ave.,  Largo, 
FL  33540.  ' 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education: 
Applications  being  accepted.  Responsibilities 
include  supervising  already  active  church  school  and 
youth  program.  Salary  package:  $17,000-$18,500. 
Send  resume  to  United  Methodist  Church,  899 
Yosemite  Parkway,  Merced,  CA95340. 

WANTED:  Live-in  housekeeper  over  58.  Single 
pastor,  summer  and  weekend  parent  offers  room  and 
board  in  exchange  for  housekeeping.  Write: 
Housekeeper,  Box  115,  Coolidge.  KS 67836. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  and  Youth 
Ministries.  1,500  members  in  fast-growing  area  of 
Florida.  Send  resume,  including  education 
background,  training,  experience  and  recent  photo. 

RETIRED?-7?  UNIQUE  VILLAGE  live 
independently,  inexpensively.  Ranch  house  -  only 
$115  monthlv  or  $9,900  life  lease  -  plus  improvement 
charge,  modest  monthly  fees.  Bristol  Village, 
Waverly,  OH  45960 

Full-time,  salary  negotiable  based  on  experience, 
education  and  specific  skills.  Send  information  to: 
Rev  Brad  Dinsmore,  Lake  Magdalene  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa. 
FL  33618. 
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c  Ground  The  Conference 


Miss  Missy  has  1 12th  Birthday 


Roxanna  Taylor,  age  112.  and 
lovingly  called  “Miss  Missy”  by 
everyone  in  Pineville,  celebrated 
another  birthday  with  a  birthday 
party  at  the  Pilgrim  Manor  Nursing 
Home  where  she  has  been  a  resident 
for  the  past  2  years.  The  celebration 
was  sponsored  by  the  youth  from  her 
church,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Pineville,  Louisiana.  The 
Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman  is  pastor. 
Opening  prayer  was  offered  by  the 
Rev.  R.  S.  Taylor,  a  former  pastor  of 
Miss  Missy.  After  a  hearty  welcome 


by  a  nursing  home  staff  member,  all 
residents  80  years  and  older  enjoyed 
gospel  singing,  great  fellowship,  a 
special  birthday  cake  and  punch,  a 
proclamation  of  “Miss  Missy  Day,” 
declared  by  Pineville’s  mayor,  Fred 
Baden  and  special  presentations  by 
other  public  officials  and  fellow 
church  members. 

Vera  Williams,  who  submitted  the 
information  on  “Miss  Missy,”  said, 
"Pineville  continues  to  be  blessed  and 
is  a  special  place  to  live  because  of 
this  precious  one.” 


Ruston  District  Holds  Laity  Banquet 


First  United  Methodist  Church- 
Minden  was  the  site  of  the  Ruston 
District  Laity  Banquet  held  March 
17th.  As  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire  was 
introduced  as  the  guest  speaker,  he 
was  interrupted  by  none  other  than 
"John  Wesley"  who  spoke  to  the 
group.  Ruston  District  Superintendent, 
the  Reverend  Robert  Peyton  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  were  presented  with 


a  check  for  over  $3,000  from  District 
Lay  Leader  Don  Madden  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  thanks  from  the  local 
churches  in  the  Ruston  District  for 
six  years  of  service  from  the  Peytons. 

Mrs.  Zelma  Oakley  was  presented  a 
plaque  by  her  fellow  choir  members 
after  many  years  of  faithful  service  in 
the  choir  of  Fir§t  United  Methodist 
Church  —  Arcadia. 


B.R.-Hammond  Preachers’  Retreat 


L  to  R  —  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard.  Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon,  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed, 
Dr.  John  Lee,  and  Rev.  W.  R.  Lafayette. 

Ministers  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  spent  three  days  at  Camp 
Istrouma  in  their  annual  Retreat  on  March  14-16.  Retreat  leaders  included  Dr. 
Burton  Blair  on  Preaching  and  Worship ;  Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Jr.  on  Marriage  and 
Crisis  Counseling  and  Dr.  John  Lee  on  Evangelism.  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  is 
District  Superintendent. 

Homecoming  Set  for  Lakeview 


A  special  weekend  is  set  for 
Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church. 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  Saturday. 
April  30.  At  noon  there  will  be  an 
“informal  get  together"  with  all 
members  of  former  youth  groups 
from  the  past.  A  picnic  will  be  held 
on  the  Church  lawn  at  noon.  Those 
attending  are  asked  to  bring  old 
pictures  of  activities  that  went  on  in 
their  youth  groups  to  share.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  please  call  Iris 
Chambless  1-318-687-5104.  Food  will  be 
furnished  by  the  Church. 

Saturday  evening  at  7:00  p.m.  April 
30,  mere  will  be  a  dinner  at  the 


Regional  Airport  Banquet  Room  for 
all  who  wish  to  attend.  The  meal  will 
cost  $7.00  a  person,  and  tickets  are 
available  through  the  Church  office. 
Alec  Hopper,  local  religious  artist  and 
singer  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  All 
previous  pastors  and  wives  of  the 
Church  have  been  invited  to  attend. 

Sunday,  May  1  all  returning  friends 
and  previous  members  of  the  Church 
will  be  recognized  during  a  special 
service  of  worship.  Following  the 
worship  service,  everyone  is  invited 
to  lunch  (pot  luck)  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 


APRIL  15,  1983 


Louisiana  UMs  Write 
Church  School  Curriculum 


Religion  and 
Medicine  Seminar 
Sponsored  by  VA 

Dr.  C.  Alton  Barnhill,  staff 
psychiatrist.  Adult  Psychotherapy 
Service,  member  Family  Therapy  Staff 
Training  Program,  and  Faculty 
member,  The  Menninger  School  of 
Psychiatry,  Topeka,  Kansas,  will  be  the 
featured  speaker  at  the  eleventh  annual 
seminar  on  religion  and  medicine, 
sponsored  by  the  Chaplain  Service  of  the 
Veterans  Administration  Medical 
Center,  Friday,  April  22,  1983,  from  9:00 
a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.,  according  to  Donald  A. 
Pabst,  Director. 

Under  the  subject  “The  Helping 
Professionals  and  Their  Families”  (An 
Experience  in  Communications)  Dr. 
Barnhill  will  explore  the  normal 
developmental  phases  of  family  life.  He 
will  discuss  the  major  mechanisms  that 
families  use  in  general  to  “make  it 
through”  these  phases,  the  “boundaries” 
between  family  members,  marriage  and 
family  issues  of  professionals,  mid-life 
crisis  and  life  planning  techniques. 

He  believes  hardly  a  day  passes  in  the 
life  of  any  person  in  the  “helping 
professions”  that  some  issues  arise  that 
have  an  impact  on  a  family.  Physicians, 
dentists,  nurses,  social  workers, 
psychologists,  educators,  clergy  —  those 
who  deal  with  families  —  encounter 
family  issues  in  the  work  they  do  with 
clients  or  patients  or  within  their  own 
families.  With  increased  frequency, 
professionals  are  realizing  the  impact 
that  they  have  on  their  own  family  life.  It 
is  becoming  clearer  that  the  families  in 
which  we  were  reared  still  have 
tremendous  influence  on  how  we  react 
within  our  family  structure,  or  with 
families  that  we  deal  with  in  our 
professional  activities.  As  never  before, 


Dr.  C.  Alton  Barnhill 


family  life  has  come  to  the  forefront  in 
American  society  as  an  important  and 
challenging  area. 

According  to  Pabst,  Dr.  Barnhill 
attended  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  Medical  School,  receiving  B.A. 
and  M.D.  degrees.  He  served  his 
internship  at  Mission  Hospital,  Asheville. 
North  Carolina,  and  residency  at  the 
Topeka  State  Hospital  and  the 
Menninger  Memorial  Hospital.  He 
served  5*2  years  as  a  medical  officer  in 
the  Navy.  Dr.  Barnhill  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Psychiatric  Association 
and  the  Kansas  District  Branch, 
American  Psychiatric  Association. 

The  seminar  is  open  to  all  medical 
personnel,  clergy,  social  workers, 
nurses,  and  other  interested  persons  in 
the  health  care  field,  as  well  as  school 
counselors.  There  is  no  registration  fee. 
Registration  will  begin  at  8:30  a.m.  in 
room  2W47  at  the  VA  Medical  Center. 


Three  United  Methodists  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  have 
written  church  school  curriculum  for  use 
nationwide  during  1982-83.  They  are: 
Mrs.  Barbara  Garcia,  director  of 
children  and  intergenerational  worship 
ministries  with  the  Board  of 
Discipleship;  the  Rev.  Don  Emler,  a 
professor  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport;  and  the  Rev  Donald 
Cottrill,  associate  minister  at  First  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

Mrs.  Garcia  has  written  an  article  for 
the  Summer  1983  issue  of  "Children's 
Leader,"  a  resource  of  information  and 
suggestions  to  help  persons  who  guide 
ministries  with  children.  The  article, 
"Children  and  Worship,”  suggests  ways 
to  involve  children  in  congregational 
worship. 

For  the  Winter  1982-83  Children  Bibles 
Studies,  “Ages  3-4,"  Garcia  has  written 
the  unit  “Jesus  Is  Bom.”  The  teacher’s 
guidebook  includes  songs,  poems,  and 
enrichment  materials  to  help  leaders 
understand  how  young  children  learn 
and  how  they  can  be  nurtured  in  the 
Christian  faith.  In  addition  to  the 
teacher’s  materials,  a  leaflet  and 
storybook  for  the  children  are  included. 

The  Rev.  Don  Emler  has  also  written 
for  “Children’s  Leader.”  For  the  Fall 
1982  and  Winter  82-83  quarters  he  offers 
six  sessions  for  elementary  children 
called  "Christmas  Customs  and 
Traditions.”  These  were  planned  to  help 
children  become  familiar  with  the 
different  ways  Christmas  is  celebrated  in 
various  parts  of  the  world. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Cottrill  has  written 
three  programs  and  a  feature  article  for 
"UMYF  Program  Quarterly,"  a 
resource  for  UMYF  members  and 
counselors  to  use  during  Sunday  evening 
meetings.  Each  session  is  designed  to 
help  youth  become  more  effective 


members  of  the  church  and  live  as 
Christians  in  all  of  their  human 
relationships. 

In  “Giving  In  or  Standing  Pat”  (Fall 
1982),  Cottrill  presents  teens  with  role- 
play  situations  that  cause  them  to  choose 
either  for  or  against  the  crowd.  In  a 
follow-up  activity  teens  are  asked  to 
write  a  biblical  passage  so  that  Peter 
(who  denied  Jesus)  stands  up  for  his 
convictions  and  wins  the  maid’s 
sympathy.  Finally,  members  discuss 
"How  do  you  make  a  decision?" 

“Dealing  With  My  Hostile  Feelings,” 
Winter  82-83  issue,  asks  the  questions, 
“Is  it  Christian  to  be  angry?"  and  “How 
can  I  manage  my  feelings  of  hostility?” 
Teens  discuss  their  reactions  to  a  situation 
in  which  one  or  two  members  disrupt  a 
group  activity.  They  then  deal  with 
Scripture  related  to  the  topic. 

Teens  consider  the  meaning  of  success 
and  ways  of  living  with  it  when  they  use 
the  program  "Coping  with  Success”  in 
the  Spring  1983  issue.  Members  describe 
a  successful  teenager  using  terms  such 
as  “lots  of  friends."  "good-looking," 
"sexy.”  "class  president,”  “good 
personality,”  and  "cheerleader.”  They 
then  refer  to  Scripture  and  describe  the 
same  person  from  a  biblical  point  of 
view. 

For  the  Summer  1983  issue,  Cottrill  has 
written  “Operation  Future:  Planning 
Your  UMYF  Year  .”  This  special  feature 
offers  numerous  suggestions  for  setting 
up  a  planning  retreat.  Teens  are  told  to 
set  the  date,  select  a  site,  recruit  all 
members  and  adult  workers,  secure 
materials,  arrange  for  personal  items 
and  communicate  plans  with  parents. 

Some  173  people  from  56  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  have  written 
church  school  resources  for  the  Fall  1982 
through  Summer  1983  quarters. 


Peyton  Arts  Festival  in  Alexandria 


United  Methodist  minister,  Edward  L. 
Mark  of  Harvard-Ep  worth  Church, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  will  open  the 
Sunday  worship  services  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  for  the 
Tom  Peyton  Memorial  Arts  Festival 
April  17.  Considered  a  contemporary 
film  expert,  the  Rev.  Mark  has  been 
Director  of  the  Harvard-Epworth  Film 
Series  since  1965.  He  taught  film  courses 
at  Harvard  for  6  years. 

The  Rev.  Mark  received  a  B.A.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Iowa  in  1952,  a 
B.D.  degree  from  Drew  Theological 
Seminary  in  1959,  and  a  masters  degree 
from  Harvard  University  in  1968.  He  was 
the  recipient  of  a  Danford  Foundation 
Grant  in  the  70’s  to  study  Greek  and 
Christian  architecture  in  Southern  Italy. 
Sicily,  Greece  and  Western  France. 

Other  events  at  the  17th  annual 
Festival  will  include: 

—  April  15  —  7-9  p.m.  Opening  reception 
announcing  juried  competitive  show 
winners  selected  by  Molly  Mason, 
assistant  Professor  of  Fine  Arts  and 
head  of  the  sculpture  area,  Tulane 
University. 

—  April  16  —  9:30-11:30  a.m.  Children’s 
Day. 

—  April  17  —  7  p.m.  Screening  of  an 


Alfred  Hitchcock  movie,  with  critique 
and  discussion  led  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Mark. 

—  April  22  —  8  p.m.  Lecture- 
demonstration  of  classic  jazz  by  the 
Louisiana  Repertory  Jazz  Ensemble, 
a  seven-member  group  of  New 
Orleans  Jazzmen. 

—  April  24  —  3  p.m.  All  Beethoven 
concert  by  First  United  Methodist 
Choir  and  orchestra  conducted  by  H. 
Dorman  Clayton. 

—  April  25  —  7:30  p.m.  Lecture  on 
William  Faulkner  by  Cleanth  Brooks, 
Gray  Professor-emeritus  of  rhetoric, 
Yale  University,  who  currently  holds 
the  Eudora  Welty  Chair  of  Southern 
Literature  at  Millsaps  College, 
Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Other  exhibits  will  be  stained  glass  by 
Craig  McCullen  of  Broussard  and 
Heirlooms  in  Needlework. 

Brooks’  and  Mark’s  lectures  are  being 
supported  by  funds  from  the  Louisiana 
Committee  for  the  Humanities. 

All  activities  are  open  to  the  public  free 
of  charge. 

For  more  information  call  318-443-5696 
or  write  to:  Peyton  Memorial  Arts  Festi¬ 
val,  2727  Jackson  Street,  Alexandria, 
Louisiana,  71301. 


Men  Called  ‘Greatest  Untapped  Resource’ 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Concern  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  may  have  “systematically  lost  a 
generation  of  men”  prompted  presidents 
of  annual  conference  United  Methodist 
Men’s  organizations  meeting  here  March 
3-6  to  discuss  ways  to  halt  the  loss. 

Representatives  from  46  annual 
conferences  heard  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  executive  G.  Ross  Freeman 
describe  male  members  of  the 
denomination  as  “the  greatest  untapped 
resource  in  the  kingdom.” 

The  Rev.  George  u.  Hunter  III,  former 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff  member, 
speaking  to  the  group  in  a  videotape 

Mt.Zion  to  Celebrate 

Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Shreveport  District  will  celebrate 
their  3rd  Annual  Stewardess  Day,  Sun¬ 
day,  April  24,  1983  at  3:00  p.m.  Rev.  Lee 
C.  Jennings  is  the  Pastor. 


Inside . . . 

Asian  American  United 
Methodists  believe  they 
offer  the  church  a  good 
model  for  starting  new 
congregations.  See  page 
three. 


International  Lesson 
Series  Preview 

4 Missionaries  on  the  Move 


prepared  for  the  occasion,  said  the  ratio 
of  men  to  women  in  the  church  in  the 
1950s  was  53  to  47  but  now  is  60  women  to 
40  men  active  in  mainline  denominations 
and  65  women  to  35  men  active  in  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences.  One 
reason  for  the  disparity,  he  said,  is  that 
most  points  of  entry  into  the  church 
require  advanced  verbal  skills.  “There 
are  few  opportunities  in  the  church  for 
people  with  non-verbal  skills,”  he  said. 


Acts  13:11-3;  14:8-18 
(Lesson  for  April  17, 1983) 

This  lesson  deals  with  two  very 
powerful  moments  in  the  life  of  the 
Church.  In  the  first,  the  Holy  Spirit 
directed  the  "setting  apart"  of  Barnabas 
and  Paul  “for  the  work  to  which  I  have 
called  them.”  The  second  tells  what 
happened  when  Paul  and  Barnabas 
made  such  an  impression  on  the  people  of 
Lystra  that  these  people  called  them 
gods.  They  wanted  to  make  sacrifices  to 
Paul  and  Barnabas  but  the  two 
evangelists  claimed  not  divinity  but  a 
common  humanity  with  the  people,  then 
pledge  with  them  to  receive  the  good  news 
of  Christ  and  worship  the  living  God,  to 
change  their  concept  of  worship. 

Change  is  not  always  bad,  often  good. 
The  early  Church  discovered  that 
differences  could  be  tolerated  and 
overcome  in  love.  The  circumcision 
party  found  that  God  loved  even  the 
uncircumcised.  And  Peter  discovered 
that  people  who  did  not  obey  the  Jewish 
dietary  laws  could  be  just  as  clean  to  God 
as  persons  who  did.  The  Church  learned 
to  accept  the  fact  that  Christ  died  for 
Jews  and  Gentiles. 

With  converts  coming  from  all  walks  of 
life  and  from  all  backgrounds,  a  need  for 
teaching  arose.  Today  we  sometimes 
forget  that  new  converts  need  to  be 
informed.  We  all  need  to  know  the  beliefs 
and  doctrines  of  the  church  we’re  a  part 
of.  At  Antioch  the  disciples  spent  a  year 
teaching  what  might  be  called  an  adult 
confirmation  class.  They  knew  that  the 
first  task  they  faced  was  teaching  the 
basics  of  the  new  faith. 

They  were  called  also  to  a  ministry 
which  provided  for  human  need.  This  is 
told  vividly  in  Acts  II,  how  the  people  of 
Antioch  took  up  a  collection  for  the  needy 
of  Judea  and  sent  it  to  them.  The  Church 
is  called  not  only  to  teach  what  it  stands 
for  but  to  live  out  her  beliefs  in  service  to 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
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First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

persons  in  need. 


There  was  a  third  task  set  before  the 
early  Church.  Missionaries  had  to  be  sent 
out  to  spread  the  gospel  of  a  living  Christ. 
The  Word  had  to  be  proclaimed  far  and 
wide  that  all  of  God’s  children  might 
hear  the  good  news. 

We  modems  can  certainly  recall  these 
experiences  and  learn  from  them.  For 
there  is  just  as  much  need  today  as  ever 
for  our  being  missionaries  on  the  move. 

Certainly  our  mission  outreach  takes 
different  forms  now  than  it  did  in  Paul’s 
time.  The  Word  has  been  preached 
everywhere  and  the  indigenous  churches 
show  even  more  vitality  than  the 
"imported”  ones  previously  offered.  But 
there  is  still  need  for  teaching  what  and 
who  the  Word  is  There  is  even  more  need 
to  help  others  in  need.  And  we  of  this  day 
and  time  must  respond  to  our  being  “set 
apart”  by  proclaiming  the  gospel. 

We  have  often  subordinated  teaching 
and  proclamation  to  "sharing,’’ 
“experience,”  and  "interpersonal 
relationships.”  W’e  have  toyed  with  all 
sorts  of  “new  forms  of  worship”  and 
have  tried  to  substitute  "social  action" 
for  “discipleship.”  Surely  we  need  to 
share  our  feelings  with  one  another.  We 
need  to  experience  each  other's 
presence.  We  need  to  experiment  with  all 
sorts  of  viable  worship  experiences.  W'e 
need  to  take  stands  on  social  issues.  But 
all  that  we  do  and  are  must  be  in  the 
name  and  for  the  sake  of  Christ  Jesus! 
Our  worship  services  lack  something 
when  we  celebrate  each  other  ( horizontal 
worship)  without  celebrating  the 
transcendent  presence  of  God  (vertical 
worship),  without  knowing  God  in  the 
here  and  now.  For  only  when  we  know 
God’s  Presence  in  our  own  lives  can  we 
go  forth  as  missionaries  on  the  move,  in 
His  service  and  for  His  glory,  and 
humbly  yet  confidently  witness  to  our 
Savior  and  Lord. 


How  Many  Are  Hungry? 
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How  many  hungry  people  are  there  in 
the  world  —  really ?  The  answer  depends 
on  how  you  define  “hungry.”  Here  are 
the  most  frequently  heard  estimates, 
with  explanations  of  why  they  vary  so 
greatly. 

The  United  Nations  Food  and  Agricul¬ 
ture  Organization  estimates  450  million 
people  suffer  from  severe  malnutrition. 
That  means  the  body’s  energy  consump¬ 
tion  in  calories  is  only  slightly  above  the 
amount  required  to  sustain  a  human 
body  at  rest.  FAO  uses  this  very  conser¬ 
vative  estimate,  the  lowest  among  re¬ 
sponsible  food  agencies,  because  it  is 
least  subject  to  dispute. 


The  World  Bank  and  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  estimate  more  than  800  million 
people  are  too  poor  to  meet  their  most 
basic  needs  for  food,  shelter  and  clothing, 
meaning  those  people  have  to  choose 
among  the  necessities. 

Many  voluntary  and  relief  agencies 
say  1  billion  people  —  or  one-fourth  of  the 
world’s  population  —  live  in  desperate 
need.  This,  too,  is  accurate,  probably 
even  conservative,  taking  into  account 
refugee  emergencies,  varying  hunger 
conditions  in  developing  countries,  chron¬ 
ic  hunger  patterns  among  specific 
groups,  etc. 
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Is  financial  success  a  ‘handicap’? 


Most  people  do  not  think  of  wealth  as  a 
"handicap."  But  a  recent  Gallup  survey 
reported  in  “Sojourners"  magazine 
suggests  that  the  church,  at  least,  might 
be  wise  to  regard  it  as  such. 

According  to  Gallup,  very  affluent 
persons  contributed  a  substantially 
smaller  percentage  of  their  income  to 
charity  during  1981  than  persons  who  are 
very  poor  For  example,  households  with 
annual  income  ranging  from  $50,000  to 
$100,000  donated  an  average  of  between 
one  and  two  per  cent  to  the  church  and 
other  charitable  organizations.  Those 
with  incomes  of  less  than  $5,000, 
however,  gave  an  average  of  at  least  five 
per  cent  of  their  total  income  to  charity. 

This  particular  disparity  between  the 
rich  and  the  poor  may  suggest  a  need  for 
churches  to  develop  a  specialized 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Slidell,  Louisiana 

With  this  issue,  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
approximately  800  member-families  of 
the  First  UMC  in  Slidell.  Louisiana 
( Louisiana  Conference ) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Slidell,  we  say 
“Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  " 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


program  of  stewardship  education  for 
persons  who  become  financially 
successful.  After  all,  the  church  has 
started  in  recent  years  to  recognize  and 
address  the  needs  of  persons  with 
various  physically  "handicapping  condi¬ 
tions"  so  that  they  may  participate  fully 
in  the  Christian  fellowship.  Persons 
inhibited  by  their  financial  success  from 
giving  as  generously  as  they  should  to 
God's  work  appear  to  have  developed 
another  sort  of  "handicap”  which 
likewise  needs  to  be  addressed. 

We  have  an  idea  that  most  United 
Methodists  fall  somewhere  between  the 
"rich”  and  "poor”  extremes  cited  above 
—  both  in  terms  of  income  and  in  terms 
of  the  proportionate  share  which  is 
contributed  to  the  church.  Even  so,  we 
find  it  sobering  to  realize  that  the  spirit  of 
giving  does  not  usually  increase  in 
proportion  to  one’s  financial  success. 

It  is  apparent  as  one  reads  the 
Scripture  that  this  problem  is  not  new.  If 
Jesus  was  right  about  the  difficulties 
wealth  poses  for  entering  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  those  of  us  who  are  rich  or  affluent 
need  all  the  help  the  church  can  provide 
us  —  both  for  defying  those  odds  and  for 
deriving  the  maximum  joy  and  benefits 
from  the  use  of  our  money.  In 
comparison  to  most  of  the  world’s 
population,  with  hundreds  of  millions  of 
persons  living  amid  extreme  poverty, 
most  of  us  would  readily  qualify  as 
modem  “rich  young  rulers.” 

We  believe  a  return  to  God  of  10 
percent  of  our  total  income  is  still  a 
worthy  and  reachable  level  of 
stewardship  commitment  for  most 
American  Christians.  If  it  seems 
impossible  to  start  at  that  level,  one  can 
start  with  a  lower  percentage  and 
increase  it  a  step  or  two  each  year. 
However,  even  a  “tithe”  is  not  a 
"magic”  figure.  If  we  consider  how  truly 
rich  God’s  love  has  made  all  of  us,  even 
10%  may  seem  too  little  to  give  in  return. 


‘Mad  obsessions 


To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  the  article 
headlined  “UMC  mission  threatened”  in 
the  March  18  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

I  must  agree  with  the  headline  —  the 
UMC  mission  IS  under  threat  —  but,  in 
my  view,  for  reasons  far  different  than 
those  offered  by  Dr.  Bideaux.  He  cites 
five  "obstacles”  which  threaten  our 
church’s  mission  thrust  and  identifies  the 
Mississippi  controversy  as  a  “micro¬ 
cosm”  of  all  of  them. 

I  would  like  to  paraphrase,  in  my  own 
words,  what  I  believe  Dr.  Bideaux  would 
have  us  do: 

1.  Since  Mr.  Carthan’s  “guilt  or 
innocence  is  irrelevant,”  Dr.  Bideaux 
would  have  us  remember  only  that' he  is 
black  and  forget  or  ignore  the  Ten 
Commandments. 

2.  Since  we  must  "resist”  the  “trend 
toward  localism,”  then  perforce  we  are 
to  forget  and  cast  off  our  Wesleyan 
tradition  —  and  since  "consultation”  is 
one  form  of  this  trend  —  then  we  must 
also  abolish  church  law. 

3.  Since  we  are  to  reverse  the 
“declining  world  service  support  to 
mission,"  then  we  should  send  all  of  our 
collections  to  the  National  Division  and 
forget  local  mission;  we  are  to  forego 
personal  involvement  and  let  the 
national  organization  do  it  all. 

4.  Since  we  are  to  avoid  a  strong  drift 
towards  "elitism”  which  "dulls  and 
suppresses  our  God-like  compassion,” 
we  must  cease  asking  questions  about 
violations  of  church  law  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  particularly 
the  National  Division. 

5.  Since  our  ministers  are  to  avoid 
“secular  professionalization"  which 
drives  them  away  from  "identification 
with  the  poor  and  marginal”  then  we 
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must  cease  spending  "inordinate  amounts 
on  their  support,  comfort  and  security” 
and  relegate  them  to  the  poor  house  so 
that  they  can  "identify”  properly^ 

Dr.  Bideaux  is  the  one  who  is  out  of 
touch ;  he  is  the  one  who  forgets  —  in  his 
mad  obsessions  —  that  the  church  IS  its 
people.  He  is  the  one  (along  with  the 
National  Division  and  the  rest  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries)  who 
is  not  accountable  only  to  himself.  He. 
and  those  who  think  like  him.  are  the 
ones  who  are  responsible  and  culpable 
for  any  threat  to  the  UMC’s  mission 
programs. 

R.  C.  Grandy 

Westford,  Massachusetts 

Missions  should  be 
more  localized 

To  the  Editor : 

I  agree  with  Rene  Bideaux’s  analysis 
of  our  mission  difficulties,  but  would  add 
something  (see  UMR,  March  18).  The 
root  of  the  symptoms  which  he  delineates 
seems  to  me  to  be  in  our  system  of  appor¬ 
tionments  and  missionary  involvement. 
"Missions"  has  become  impersonal  and 
withdrawn  from  the  local  church. 
Missionaries  might  spend  their  time 
better  doing  their  work  than  deputation, 
but  there  is  distinctive  value  in  personal 
missionary  contact  with  individual  local 
churches  —  not  just  regionally.  This 
could  inspire  people  for  the  mission 
effort  in  terms  of  money  and  new 
personnel,  and  also  help  missionaries 
know  that  there  are  real  people 
concerned  about  them  and  their  work. 

Distance  has  been  created  between 
local  churches  and  missionaries  and 
blessings  have  been  missed  as  a  result  — 
We  can  and  ought  to  personalize  missions 
more.  Could  we  give  a  group  of  churches 
a  missionary  for  a  quadrennium  with 
personal  contact  with  each  church  by  at 
least  one  visit  during  that  period  and 
letters  once  a  year  or  more?  I’m  sure 
there  are  other  ways,  too,  but  we  need  to 
hear  from  our  missionaries. 

As  a  pastor,  I  know  that  missionary 
zeal  will  inspire  people  and  help 
eliminate  problems  in  our  churches.  We 
also  have  to  meet  people  where  they  are. 
We  must  bring  missionaries  to  individual 
churches  or  continue  to  see  more  money 
go  to  mission  efforts  other  than  our  own. 
Let's  localize  missions  since  that’s  where 
people  are.  Let’s  help  people  bloom 
where  they  are  planted. 

Walt  Weaver 

North  Lima,  Ohio 

Church  accountable 
for  handling  of  money 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  your  report  of  Dr. 
Rene  Bideaux's  speech  to  the  editors  of 
annual  conference  editions  of  the 
Reporter  (see  UMR,  March  18).  To  me,  it 
appears  that  Dr.  Bideaux  effectively  said 
that  BIG  BROTHER  always  knows  best 
and  that  the  only  purpose  of  individual 
members  or,  for  that  matter,  individual 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  is  to  supply  BIG 
BROTHER  with  all  of  the  money  which 
BIG  BROTHER  wants  to  spend.  BIG 
BROTHER  in  this  instance  is  the  people 
who  control  the  policies  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

I  recommend  that  Dr.  Bideaux  and  the 
other  people  who  control  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  begin  to 
realize  that  there  are  still  many 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
who  believe  that  there  should  not  be 
taxation  without  representation  by 
anyone.  There  are  also  many  members 
who  still  believe  that  any  time  an  agency 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  spends 
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Open-mindedness  is 
best  way  to  God’s  truth 

Ay 


By  WALTER  W.  WHITE 
Several  weeks  ago,  a  lady  who  said  she 
was  "born  in  the  Methodist  Church" 
made  an  appeal  for  returning  to 
fundamentalism.  I,  too,  was  bom  into  the 
Methodist  Church  (south),  about  70  years 
ago.  But  I  cannot  muster  much 
enthusiasm  for  fundamentalist  theology. 

The  thing  that  has  meant  the  most 
through  the  years  has  been  the  openness, 
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By  MIKE  DENT 

Gilbert  was  my  only  brother.  He  was 
five  years  older  than  I ;  old  enough  for  me 
to  look  up  to,  young  enough  for  me  to 
have  a  good  time  with.  I  followed  in  his 
footsteps  in  many  ways  in  church, 
school,  scouting,  and  athletic  activities. 

Nearly  half  of  the  four  years  he  was  in 
medical  school  in  Galveston,  I  was 
student  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
High  Island,  30  miles  away,  and  we 
would  frequently  spend  time  together. 
When  I  got  married  in  1974,  Gilbert  was 
the  Best  Man  at  our  wedding,  and  when 
he  got  married  several  years  later,  I 
officiated  at  the  service. 

Four  years  ago  after  completing  his 
residency  at  Baylor  Hospital,  Gilbert 
went  into  private  practice  in  Internal 
Medicine  in  Dallas.  He  loved  medicine. 
His  patients  admired  him.  His  colleagues 
respected  him.  His  staff  was  devoted  to 
him. 

One  hot  Thursday  afternoon  late  in 
July  of  1981,  my  brother  decided  to  take 


off  the  rest  of  the  day  and  mow  the  yard 
and  spend  some  time  with  his  wife  and 
five  month  old  son  in  the  home  they  had 
recently  purchased. 

As  he  was  driving  the  short  distance 
home,  a  car  being  pursued  by  the  police, 
driven  by  a  man  who  had  tried  to  pass  a 
forged  prescription,  came  from  nowhere, 
ran  a  stop  sign,  and  smashed  into  my 
brother’s  car  before  he  ever  knew  what 
hit  him.  He  never  regained  consciousness. 

For  eight  days  my  family  stood  vigil  at 
the  hospital,  visiting  my  brother 
regularly  in  the  Intensive  Care  Unit. 
Dozens  of  Gilbert’s  fellow  doctors, 
patients,  and  friends  came  by  and 
offered  their  prayers  and  support.  The 
devoted  and  skilled  physicians  of 
Presbyterian  Hospital  did  all  they  could 
for  their  friend  and  colleague,  but  it  was 
not  enough.  On  August  7,  one  month  short 
of  his  34th  birthday,  my  brother  died. 

Three  days  later  at  the  funeral  service, 
I  stood  before  that  overflowing  assembly 
of  mourners  to  say  to  them  and  to  the 


Mike  Dent 

world  on  behalf  of  my  family:  "We  will 
not  be  defeated  by  what  has  happened. 
We  will  not  be  overcome.  We  will  not  give 
up.  We  will  not  despair.  For  we  are  part 
of  a  tradition  that  witnesses  to  the  truth 
that  Love  endures  all  things;  that  it  is 
stronger  than  hatred,  that  good  can 
overcome  evil,  and  that  resurrection  has 
the  power  to  overcome  even  death.” 

The  reason  my  family  and  many  others 
can  come  through  an  experience  like  that 
and  not  be  overcome  is  that  we  are  the 
followers  of  another  33  year-old 
physician  who  also  died  on  a  Friday 
afternoon  at  the  hands  of  evil  forces 
beyond  his  control  —  One  who  rose 
triumphantly  to  give  us  victory  over  sin 
and  death. 

The  Good  News  of  Easter  is  that  the 
power  of  resurrection  can  raise  us  to  new 
life,  now  and  for  eternity. 

This week’seontributor.  the  Rev.  Mike 
Dent,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  DeKalb, 
Texas  (Texas  Conference). 


’  threaten  UMC  mission 


money  received  from  supposedly 
religious  contributions  on  a  controversial 
project  that  they  should  be  forced  to 
account  for  it. 

A.  J.  Flint 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

Dr.  Bideaux’s  vision 
of  mission  applauded 

To  the  Editor : 

Congratulations  to  Dr.  Rene  Bideaux 
for  saying  it  and  to  Sharon  Mielke  and 
the  Reporter  for  giving  us  the  gist  of  Dr. 
Bideaux’s  message  to  the  UMR  Editor’s 
conference  (See  UMR,  March  18).  That 
is  the  most  direct  statement  I’ve  seen  as 
to  the  current  thinking  and  acting  of 
United  Methodism  today. 

"He  said  the  UMC  can  recapture  its 
vitality  for  mission  by  reaching  out  to 
those  who  are  mostly  ‘unconnected  and 
unknown’  in  UM  churches  ...  the  poor, 
the  sick,  the  hungry,  the  immigrant  and 
,  the  oppressed  .  .  .  with  those  who  are 
strangers,  who  speak  a  different 
language,  have  a  different  culture  and 
history,  and  are  often  of  different  races.” 

AMEN  to  .that!  For  some  years  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  been 
turning  from  outward  to  inward, 
forgetting  the  principles  upon  which  we 
were  founded  and  which  made  us  a  great 
church  when  we  followed  those 
principles. 

If  we  don’t  extend  the  strength  and 
wealth  of  our  church  to  the  poor  and 
oppressed  our  congregations  will  become 
just  more  meeting  places  for  those  on  the 
path  of  upward  social  mobility. 

Vance  Austin 
Walnut  Creek,  California 

Labels  don’t  change  God 

To  the  Editor; 

This  is  in  response  to  all  the  negative 
reactions  to  the  consideration  of 
reducing  the  use  of  "Lord”  and  “King” 
in  reference  to  God  (see  UMR,  Feb.  11 
and  March  4).  The  only  account  I  am 
familiar  with  in  Scripture  when  someone 
actually  asked  God,  “What  shall  I  call 
you?”  was  Moses,  and  the  answer  he 
received  was  not  "Lord,"  "King," 
"Father,"  or  any  other  name.  God  said 
to  Moses,  "I  am.”  God  is,  and  nothing  we 
call  Him  or  fail  to  call  Him  is  going  to 
change  Him.  (That’s  one  reason  I 
worship  Him.)  Our  task  is  to  understand 
and  serve  Him. 

All  of  the  names,  or  labels  we  have 
used  for  God  have  simply  been  attempts 
to  describe  him  by  means  of  identifying 
Him  with  something  with  which  we  are 
familiar.  Jesus  said  to  call  God  "Father” 
because  certainly  He  is  everything  (and 
more)  that  we  think  of  when  we  think  of  a 
good  and  loving  father.  But  Jesus  never 
said,  "Only  call  God  Father,  and  never 
call  him  anything  else.”  God  also 
happens  to  be  everything  (and  more) 
that  I  think  of  when  I  think  of  a  good  and 
loving  mother. 

As  for  "Lord”  and  "King,”  I’m  sure 
that  for  many  people,  through  much  of 
history,  those  were  good  and  helpful 
descriptions  of  God  because  those  people 
related  to  lords  and  kings.  But  I  grew  up 
in  a  country  that  fought  a  Revolutionary 
War  so  that  we  could  have  a  president 
and  not  a  king.  And  my  knowledge  of 
what  a  lord  is  comes  from  dim 
recollections  of  history  lessons  on  the 
Middle  Ages  feudal  system.  The  point  is 
that  I’ve  never  seen  a  lord  or  king,  I  don’t 
fully  understand  what  those  titles  imply, 
and,  therefore,  I  don’t  relate  well  to 
"Lord”  or  “King"  as  descriptions  of  the 
God  I  worship. 

I  don't  know  what  the  Language  Task 
Force  will  suggest  as  good  contemporary 
descriptions,  or  names  for  God.  But  I  do 


know  that  they  will  not,  in  the  slightest, 
change  what  God  has  always  been,  is, 
and  will  continue  to  be.  And,  I  feel  that  if 
their  suggestions  will  help  even  a  small 
number  of  people  to  better  understand 
and  to  draw  closer  to  the  One  who  Is,  then 
they  will  certainly  be  worth  hearing. 

Douglas  Hallman 
Live  Oak,  Florida 

Language  changes 

call  for  re-writes 

To  the  Editor: 

Now  that  the  Task  Force  on  Language 
Guidelines  wants  to  eliminate  all 
references  to  "Lord”  and  "King”  when 
applied  to  God  (see  UMR,  Feb.  11  and 
March  18),  I  suggest  that  we  all  pray 
fervently  for  the  resurrection  and  return 
of  Handel  so  he  can  re-write  the 
“Hallelujah  Chorus."  Perhaps  also  for 
David  so  he  can  re-write  the  23rd  Psalm. 

Lowell  Messerschmidt 
Windsor,  Wisconsin 

TV  ‘filth’ helps 
communist  cause 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  your  article  in  the 
March  4  issue  headlined  “Poll  of  TV 
writers  reveals  religious  gap"  I’ve 
thought  for  a  long  time  the  TV  industry  is 
communist-dominated. 

Whether  they  are  or  not  they  are 
certainly  helping  the  communist  cause 
with  their  programs  of  filth,  smut  and 
garbage. 

What  a  horrible  waste  of  time  for 
children  growing  up,  especially,  to  watch 
this  trash  hour  after  hour.  Parents 
beware. 

Lloyd  M.  Johnson 
Pierre,  South  Dakota 

Singles  cartoon  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  your  "Friar  Tuck”  cartoon  in 
the  March  11  issue.  I  only  wish  the  barring 
of  singles  from  our  congregations  were  as 
overt  as  pictured;  then  it  might  be  easier 
to  do  something  about.  When  I  became 
single  again,  I  was  totally  unprepared  for 
how  the  church  that  had  nurtured  me  all 
my  life  would  seem.  It  was  not  that  they 
shut  me  out.  It  was  simply  that  as  a  single 
person,  I  did  not  seem  to  fit. 

Today,  I  am  aware  that  there  are 
millions  of  singles  throughout  the  United 
States  who  understand  that  feeling.  The 
Census  Bureau  predicts  that  there  will 
soon  be  more  single  adults  than  married 
ones. 

How  long  can  the  church  remain  a 
viable  force  in  our  society  and  cut  itself 
off  from  the  majority  of  its  potential 
members?  I  am  sure  that  most  churches 
would  claim  that  singles  are  very 
welcome  in  their  congregations.  I 
challenge  them  to  count  the  number  of 
single  adults.  If  they  do  not  add  up  to  35% 
of  the  adult  members  within  your  church. 
I  suggest  that  there  is  work  to  be  done.  ( In 
some  areas,  that  should  be  even  higher ) . 

The  only  way  I  know  to  take  those  bars 
from  the  cartoon  is  to  have  specific 
programs  for  singles.  Give  them  an  entry 
point  back  into  the  church.  And  yes  — 
Jesus  was  single,  wasn’t  he? 

Dick  Dunn 
Willoughby,  Ohio 

Military  strength  deters 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  "Here  I  Stand”  article  (UMR, 
March  li)  Gene  Lynch  uses  the  terms 
“demagogues,”  "irresponsible,"  and 
“indefensible"  in  a  diatribe  that  is  the 
epitome  of  demagoguery,  irresponsibility, 
and  indefensibility.  He  castigates  our  na¬ 
tional  leadership  for  promoting  strength 
in  national  defense;  he  forgets  Chamber¬ 


lain’s  "peace  in  our  time.”  He  stereotypes 
military  men  as  men  who  promote  war 
and  who  seek  military  solutions. 

I  am  a  military  man.  I  know  war  first 
hand  from  engaging  in  many  air  battles 
over  Europe.  I  know  that  military  men 
do  not  promote  war,  nor  do  they  seek 
military  solutions.  Wars  are  not  declared 
by  military  men.  Wars  are  not  promoted 
by  military  men.  Wars  are  fought  by 
military  men  in  response  to  the  demand 
of  others. 

Our  only  hope  for  continued  peace 
rests  upon  our  maintenance  of  a  military 
strength  against  which  no  adversary 
would  dare  move.  If  we  are  really 
interested  in  world  peace,  then  let’s 
support  the  only  deterrence  to  war  that 
has  yet  been  found:  military  strength. 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma.  Tennessee 

UMg  differ  on  justice 

To  the  Editor: 

Indeed  we  need  a  mammouth 
discussion  of  Mr.  Harwood’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  (UMR,  Mareh  4).  Perhaps  the 
Reporter  would  run  out  of  space  if  all 
facets  are  covered!  It  will  not  be  simple 
to  even  things  out  so  that  we  can  get  a 
common  idea  of  justice  among  United 
Methodists. 

Take  Mr.  Harwood’s  definition  that 
justice  is  partly  individuals  earning  what 
they  get.  Of  late  our  great  bankers 
loaned  $500-700  billion  to  countries  that 
cannot  meet  payments  —  not  even  the 
interest.  And  maybe  they  never  will 
repay  the  [principals.]  Well,  our 
government  is  appropriating  enough 
money  to  those  countries  to  at  least  keep 
up  interest  payments.  Isn’t  this  “re-dis¬ 
tributing  wealth?”  Did  the  bankers 
"earn”  these  huge  amounts?  If  one  has 
kept  open  eyes  through  the  years,  one 
knows  this  kind  of  thing  has  been 
happening.  In  fact  it  has  led  one 
sociologist  to  coin  the  phrase  "Socialism 
for  the  Rich”  for  describing  American 
political  economy. 

How  do  we  get  all  these  fine  points 
assessed  in  arriving  at  a  “common 
view”  of  justice  among  United 
Methodists?  j  l.  Hartz 

Chillicothe,  Missouri 


as  expressed  by  John  Wesley  when  he 
said  that  we  may  disagree  among 
ourselves,  but  if  we  are  earnestly  seeking 
God  we  are  all  brothers  and  sisters.  Ah 
though  we  have  very  definite  beliefs,  as 
expressed  in  the  back  of  our  hymnal; 
we  each  seek  our  own  salvation  by  going 
directly  to  God  through  Christ.  We  are 
not  so  tied  to  certain  dogmas,  or  depen¬ 
dent  on  certain  charismatic  preachers. 

I  am  convinced  we  get  closer  to  God’S 
truth  by  this  open-minded  approach,  and 
that  we  United  Methodists  get  a  more 
comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  Bible. 
To  my  mind,  fundamentalists  tend 
repeatedly  to  emphasize  certain  parts  df 
the  Bible  and  to  skip  over  other  parts.  It 
also  seems  to  me  that  they  sometimes 
read  into  the  scriptures  certain  ideas 
that  support  what  they  have  been  told  to 
believe,  and  to  take  verses  out  of  context 
to  do  this. 

Christ,  having  perfect  knowledge,  can 
be  absolute  —  dogmatic.  But  for  any 
human,  with  our  extremely  limited 
knowledge,  to  be  dogmatic  is  a 
completely  different  thing  —  whether  he 
be  a  priest,  preacher,  rabbi,  or 
layperson. 

Bible  as  authority 

Some  say  their  authority  is  the  Bible, 
taken  literally.  What  they  really  mean 
is:  their  interpretation  of  it,  or  the 
interpretation  of  some  minister,  whether 
they  will  admit  this  or  not.  It  is 
impossible  to  absorb  anything  from  any 
printed  matter  without  mentally 
changing  the  word  symbols  into  thoughts 
first.  This  is  interpretation,  and  is 
subject  to  our  limited  human  abilities. 

Salvation  has  to  be  more  than 
theological  belief.  It  has  to  be  a  more 
personal  relationship  to  God  —  more 
than  joining  a  theological  club.  It  can 
take  place  even  though  our  theology  is 
faulty.  Otherwise  none  of  us  would  make 
it,  in  all  probability. 

Some  fundamentalist  churches  are 
large  and  successful  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  But  there  are  many  reasons  for 
this.  Many  times  the  minister  has  been 
around  a  long  time;  long  enough  to  build 
a  following  —  a  sort  of  personality  cult. 
He  is  also  often  very  good  at  doing  this. 
Often  large  churches  get  their  start  in 
rapidly  developing  residential  areas.  My 
nephew  built  a  very  large  and  dynamic 
United  Methodist  congregation  in  this 
kind  of  situation.  He  is  no  fundamentalist. 

Fundamentalist  preachers  usually 
preach  an  authoritarian  doctrine.  In  these 
uncertain  times,  many  people  want  to 
hear  definite,  authoritarian  answers  (right 
or  wrong).  I  believe  some  people  embrace 
Nazi-ism,  communism,  etc.  for  the  same 
reason.  They  do  not  have  to  think.  They 
are  told  what  to  think.  All  they  have  to  do 
is  go  along.  They  are  convinced  they  are 
getting  the  official  word. 

Church  has  weaknesses 

Our  church  does  have  weaknesses. 
Some  ministers  and  laymen,  I  believe, 
spend  too  much  time  on  controversial 
political  issues,  to  the  neglect  of  the  local 
ministry.  I  believe  that  we  would  not 
have  so  much  crime  and  general  worldli¬ 
ness  if  all  churches  had  been  doing  a 
better  job  of  spreading  the  gospel;  but 
this  is  another  subject,  and  cannot  be 
treated  adequately  in  this  space. 

I  am  not  against  fundamentalist  de¬ 
nominations.  We  all  are  not  the  same, 
and  some  people  seem  to  benefit  most 
from  a  fundamentalist  approach.  I  can 
see  no  harm  in  it  so  long  as  it  does  not 
take  on  the  characteristics  of  a  Jones¬ 
town,  or  something  similar.  I  am,  how¬ 
ever,  opposed  to  fundamentalists  being 
against  me  and  against  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  In  so  being,  they  tend  to  fos¬ 
ter  divisiveness  within  the  church,  which 
we  do  not  need,  and  they  do  not  grant  me 
the  same  religious  freedom  I  am  willing 
to  grant  them.  They  should  quit  worrying 
about  my  soul.  It’s  in  good  hands. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  Walter  W.  White,  is  a 
member  of  Rio  Linda  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rio  Linda,  California 
( California-Nevada  Conference). 


CLAS 
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MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203. 

1326A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2fi<»8. 

MUSIC-YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  First  UMC. 

Hereford,  Texas  Training  and  experience  in  music 
ministries,  including  choirs  for  all  ages,  handbells 
and  in  youth  work  with  Jr.  Hi  and  Sr.  Hi  and  Youth 
Council  House  provided  with  utilities  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact:  Rev  Weldon  Butler.  P.O.  Box 
527,  Hereford,  TX  79045.  <806  )  364-IT770.  Applications 
to  April  20. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  and  Youth 
Ministries.  1,500  members  in  fast-growing  area  of 
Florida.  Send  resume,  including  education 
background,  training,  experience  and  recent  photo. 
Full-time,  salary  negotiable  based  on  experience, 
education  and  specific  skills.  Send  information  to: 
Rev.  Brad  Dinsmore.  Lake  Magdalene  United  Meth- 

odist  Church,  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa, 

FL  33618. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  available  immediately. 

Experienced  with  adult  and  youth  church  chons. 
Dallas- F't  Worth  area  Send  inquiries  to  207 
Coronado  =  108,  Denton,  TX  76201  (817)387-1549. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  church  of  l  ,200  members.  Work  with  all  ages  with 
youth  emphasis  Salary  negotiable,  commensurate 
with  training  and  experience.  FirstUnited  Methodist 
Church.  Box  522.  Gallatin.  TN 37066. 

PORTABLE  ORGAN,  four  octaves  with  pitch  and 
dynamics  control.  Two  for  sale  ®  $300.  Brand  name, 
"Music  Mate."  Electronic,  with  earphones.  Contact: 
Jackie  Satterfield,  1202  Woodbank  Dr  .  Seabrook.  TX 

YOUTH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  Vibrant,  active 

Program  Director  by  July  1,  1983.  Seminary 
graduate  preferred  with  commitment  to  the 
Methodist  Church.  Forward  resumes  to:  Mr.  G  L. 
Welch,  Chairman.  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee.  Hyde  Park  Community  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Grace  and  Observatory  Avenues, 
Cincinnati.  OH  45208. 

NEEDED  -  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education.  Full  time  position  in  downtown  church 
with  multiple  staff  and  extensive  facilities. 
Responsible  for  exciting  educational  ministries  f(r 
all  ages  with  emphasis  on  children  and  youth.  Salary 
negotiable  depending  upon  training  and  experience. 
Experience  preferred  Send  resume  by  June  1  to: 
Search  Committee,  Broadway  United  Methodist 
Church,  701  Broadway,  Paducah,  KY  42001.  Job 
Description  available  upon  request. 

ASSOCIATE  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  Director  for 

Mission,  Baltimore  Conference  Applications  are 
being  accepted  for  vacancy  July  1.  Work  to  include 
responsibility  for  mission  planning  and  strategy, 
church  development,  coordination  and  interpreta¬ 
tion.  Contact  David  H.  Andrews,  5124  Greenwich 
Ave..  Baltimore,  MD  21229  Applications  due  April  20. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Education  or 

Evangelism  at  1,100-member  UM  church.  Desire 
experience  with  all  age  choirs,  handbells,  and 
experience  in  educational  program  or  evangelism 
outreach.  Job  description  available.  Masters 
preferred.  Salary  negotiable  in  range  of  $18,000  to 
$22,000.  Resume  to  St.  Mark  UMC.  301  W  Pecan. 
McAllen.  TX  78501  or  call  (512)  682-1481.  | 

DIRECTOR.  NATIONAL  UNITED  Methodist  Native 
American  Center:  The  Director  is  the  chief 
administrative  officer  of  the  Center  to  be  located  at 
Oklahoma  City  University.  The  Director  shall  be 
responsible  to  the  Center  Board  of  Directors  for  the 
general  administration  of  the  Center's  programs  and 
policies  Basic  qualifications  call  for  an  active 
Native  American  United  Methodist  with  proven 
administrative  experience.  A  BA/BS  degree  is 
desirable  Send  resumes  by  May  1  to  Donald  H. 
Treese.  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry.  Box  871, 
Nashville.  TN  37202 

WANTED  Minister  to  Youth/ Young  Adults/Pro¬ 
gramming:  2,800  member  church;  multiple  staff 
position;  adjacent  to  Oklahoma  City  University; 
Salary  negotiable,  compensation  package  included; 
ordained  or  diaconal  minister  preferred.  Position 
available  June  1,  1983  Send  resume  to  Robert  L. 
Allen.  Senior  Minister,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church.  1401  N  W  25.  Oklahoma  City.  OK  73106.  I 
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UM-related  hospitals 
violate  formula  code, 
preliminary  finds  show 


ARLINGTON,  Va.  (UMNS)  -  A  large 
number  of  United  Methodist-related 
hospitals  have  practices  at  variance  with 
the  World  Health  Organization  code  for 
the  marketing  of  breast-milk  substitutes, 
according  to  preliminary  reports  from 
an  extensive  survey  of  60  such  facilities. 

Basing  his  conclusions  on  the  first  21 
responses  to  a  detailed  questionnaire,  the 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman  told  the 
denomination’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  April  4-5  that  “what  you  have  is  a 
rather  broad  non-compliance  with  the 
WHO  code.”  Dr.  Wogaman  chairs  the 
taskforce. 

One  major  variance  is  the  routine 
provision  by  all  21  of  samples  of  formula 
to  new  mothers  upon  their  discharge 
•from  the  hospitals,  including  those  who 
are  breast-feeding.  In  most  instances  the 
samples  amount  to  no  more  than  one 
day’s  supply  of  formula.  Virtually  all  the 
•samples  are  provided  free  by  formula 
•manufacturers. 

-  Use  of  the  so-called  “discharge  packs” 
is  a  major  point  in  the  infant  formula 
controversy. 

On  the  other  hand,  17  of  the  21  hospitals 
said  they  give  information  on  breast¬ 
feeding  to  all  new  mothers,  as  the  WHO 
code  recommends.  Sixteen  of  the  21  said 
more  than  half  the  mothers  are  breast¬ 
feeding  when  they  go  home. 

Materials,  other  than  formula  supplied 
by  manufacturers,  used  rather  routinely 
by  hospitals  include  educational 
materials,  calendars  and  posters.  The 
WHO  code  prohibits  advertising  and 
promoting  of  specific  formula  products. 


At  its  January  meeting  this  year,  the 
task  force  agreed  to  ask  the  three  major 
formula  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  to  halt  by  November  1983  the 
supplying  of  free  formula  samples  for 
such  packs.  The  three  are  American 
Home  Products,  Ross  Laboratories  and 
Mead  Johnson. 

Nestle,  the  target  of  a  world-wide 
boycott  growing  out  of  the  infant  formula 
controversy,  does  not  market  such 
products  intheU.S. 

Conversations  to  date  with  the  three 
firms  have  had  little  positive  effect,  the 
task  force  reported.  “The  companies  are 
not  too  impressed  with  our  target  date,  or 
our  target,”  said  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of 
Princeton,  N.J. 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  the  UM-related 
hospitals’  non-compliance  with  the  WHO 
code  creates  a  “curious  situation”  in 
which  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  through  which  health-care 
institutions  are  related  to  the 
denomination,  is  one  of  two  general 
church  agencies  continuing  to  support 
the  Nestle  boycott. 

This  means,  Dr.  Wogaman  continued, 
that  some  “elements  in  the  church  are 
holding  (Nestle)  to  a  higher  standard 
than  that  to  which  they  are  holding  UM- 
related  hospitals.  Would  they  be  willing 
to  boycott  the  hospitals?” 

The  hospital  survey  was  conducted  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
cooperation  with  the  task  force.  Global 
Ministries  will  consider  this  week 
whether  to  continue  its  support  of  the 
Nestle  boycott. 


Smiles  from  tears  is  gift  of  clown  minister 
PHILADELPHIA  —  A  youngster  at  Philadelphia's  Children's  Hospital  —  who  had  been  badly  mauled  by  a  dog 
—  gives  undivided  attention  to  the  Rev.  William  Pindar,  pastor  of  Old  Pine  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  as  he 
displays  a  miniature  toy  during  a  recent  visit.  Mr.  Pindar  dresses  as  a  clown  as  a  regular  part  of  his  visitation 
ministry  to  the  institution. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


UM  agency  urges  aid  for  Salvadorans 


Sanctuary:  symbol  of  hope  or  naivete? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
United  Methodist  congregations  are 
being  encouraged  by  their  denomina¬ 
tional  social  action  agency  to  consider 
violating  U.S.  law  by  giving  “sanctuary” 
to  Salvadorans  who  have  entered  this 
nation  illegally. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  voted  March  26  at  a  meeting 
in  Memphis  to  endorse  efforts  to  pro¬ 
tect  Salvadorans  from  arrest  and  depor¬ 
tation. 


At  least  one  wire  service  writer 
described  the  board’s  endorsement  as 
the  most  important  yet  by  a  church  in¬ 
stitution  for  the  growing  movement  of 
civil  disobedience. 

The  movement,  which  formally  began 
a  year  ago,  has  also  begun  to  receive 
strong  opposition  from  the  religious 
community. 

In  two  cities  where  Protestant 
churches  recently  opened  their  doors  to 


Salvadorans,  the  Catholic  archbishops 
there  have  discouraged  imitation  by 
Catholic  parishes. 

And  concern  was  expressed  last  month 
from  a  visiting  team  of  Methodist  leaders 
from  the  Caribbean  and  Central 
America.  The  statement  of  one  team 
member  reflected  the  basic  concern 
expressed  by  much  of  the  opposition : 

“To  attack  the  law  is  to  attack  the  core 
of  order,”  he  said.  “It  can  be  an  exercise 
in  naivete  or  an  exercise  in  evil.” 


Opponents  also  fear  that  the  highly 
publicized  act  of  providing  sanctuary 
actually  endangers  the  refugee  who 
supposedly  is  being  helped  and  that  the 
gesture  is  less  an  act  of  compassion  for 
the  refugee  than  an  act  of  political 
protest  against  the  U.S.  government’s 
actions  in  Central  America. 

The  UMC’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  resolution  stated  that  the 
granting  of  sanctuary  “is  an  expression 
of  compassion,  a  symbol  of  resistance 


Asian  caucus  targets  reconciling 

United  Methodist  group  sees  need  4to  settle  differences’ 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

CHEVY  CHASE,  Md.  -  Settling 
historic  differences  among  Asian  people 
and  re-claiming  their  “cultural 
resilience”  were  the  central  themes  of  a 
national  convocation  of  Asian  American 
United  Methodists  here  last  week. 

Further,  the  300  participants  offered  a 
rousing  challenge  to  the  whole 
denomination  to  recognize  differences 
among  ethnic  groups  and  to  double  the 
church’s  membership  to  20  million  in  the 
next  decade. 

Rain  and  overcast  skies  in  this 
Washington  suburb  failed  to  dampen  the 
spirit  of  oneness  and  reconciliation  which 
leaders  of  the  Asian  American  convoca¬ 
tion  continually  promoted.  Worship 
services,  panel  discussions  and  plenary 
.session  all  pointed  to  ways  that  the 
diverse  nationalities  within  the  Asian 
American  family  could  reconcile  historic 
and  present  differences  and  be  an 
.  example  for  other  United  Methodists. 

:  Confession  needed  first 

The  theme  of  reconciliation  was 
introduced  during  a  panel  discussion  on 
institutional  racism  and  economic  jus¬ 
tice  in  the  church  and  society.  The  Rev. 
Naomi  Southard,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  UM  Commission  on 
.  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns,  told  the  participants  that  in  order 
to  deal  with  institutional  racism,  Asian 
.  Americans  must  first  confess  and  repent  # 
their  history  of  victimizing  each  other. 

I  “I,  as  a  Japanese-American,  have 
I  come  from  a  people  who  damned  the 
I  Koreans,  Taiwanese,  and  others,”  Ms. 

Southard  said.  “We  must  realize  that  we 
i  often  choose  the  characteristics  of  our 
*  cultures  as  well  as  inherit  them.  And 
some  of  us  still  harbor  resentment  for 
!  historic  differences.  Racism  is  bad 


enough  when  experienced  from  an 
outside  culture,  but  it  is  far  worse  when 
present  among  those  with  whom  we 
claim  identity.” 

The  Rev.  Nancy  Yamasaki  told  the 
convocation  that  reconciliation  must  also 
include  rooting  out  sexism  in  the  Asian 
culture.  She  pointed  out  that  no  clergy 
women  were  worship  leaders  during  the 
convocation. 

“If  we  cannot  make  our  confession  in 
an  Asian  setting,  I  don’t  know  if  we  can 
be  effective  in  another  setting,”  she  said. 
“With  our  confession,  will  come  our 
healing;  then  we  can  listen  to  the 
confessions  of  racism  and  separation 
from  our  host  culture,”  she  said. 

In  a  plenary  on  nuclear  arms  and 
militarism,  many  people  spoke  about  the 
responsibility  of  Asian  Americans  to 
support  efforts  for  a  nuclear-free  Pacific. 
The  Japanese  American  caucus  within 
the  larger  group  introduced  a  resolution 
to  support  the  Pacific  Conference  of 
Churches  effort  to  prevent  the  U.S.  and 
other  military  powers  from  dumping 
nuclear  wastes  and  testing  nuclear 
weapons  in  the  Pacific  region. 

Worship  represented  unity 

A  subtle  yet  very  present  source  of 
unity  at  last  week’s  convocation  were  the 
multi-ethnic  worship  services.  Each 
morning,  a  different  language  group  led 
the  worship  service.  The  participants 
sang  Christian  hymns  in  the  Asian 
tradition  and  printed  in  the  new  “Hymns 
from  the  Four  Winds,”  a  collection  of 
Asian  American  hymns  just  published  by 
Abingdon  Press. 

Workshops  and  plenary  sessions 
focused  on  both  spiritual  and  practical 
information  for  Asian  American  local 
churches.  The  workshop  on  shared 
facilities,  for  example,  explored 
problems  which  face  many  Asian 


American  congregations  which  share 
buildings  as  tenants  of  an  Anglo 
congregation.  The  workshop  included 
suggestions  on  setting  up  liaison 
committees  between  the  two 
congregations,  on  how  to  plan  to 
accommodate  both  groups  and  on 
regular  joint  worship  events  to  foster  a 
relationship  other  than  a  tenant-landlord 
agreement  between  the  two 
congregations. 

Women  played  a  key  role  in  the 
convocation,  with  a  workshop 
particularly  for  women  drawing  the 
largest  attendance. 

In  a  discussion  on  the  contribution  of 
Asians  to  the  U.S.  society,  Dr.  Won  Mo 
Dong,  professor  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  heralded  the  Asian 
American’s  “evangelical  activism.-' 
“We  have  practiced  growth  ministries 
very  effectively  both  within  and  without 
the  United  Methodist  churches.  We  have 
practiced  nurturing  within  our  commu¬ 
nities  and  extension  of  the  caring  com¬ 
munity.  Now  we  must  extend  that  to  others. 


The  convocation  wound  down  with  a 
costume  banquet  in  which  many 
participants  wore  ancestral  costumes. 
Several  groups  presented  songs  and 
dances  from  their  respective 
backgrounds.  For  instance,  the  Japanese 
did  a  coal-miners'  dance.  The  Filipinos 
presented  first  a  dance  of  prosperity  and 
then  sang  two  songs.  The  South  Asians 
sang  several  hymns. 

Banquet  speaker  the  Rev.  James 
Lawson  of  Holman  UMC  in  Los  Angeles 
hailed  the  Asian  American  United  Meth¬ 
odist  efforts  to  reconcile  themselves  and 
work  together  in  their  communities.  He 
urged  them  to  support  inter-ethnic 
strategy  sessions  in  the  next  year  so  that 
ethnic  minority  UMs  might  speak  “as  a 
single  voice  to  present  our  concerns  to 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

“We  must  work  together  to  give  the 
United  Methodist  Church  a  chance  to 
become  the  church  it  is  meant  to  be: 
Inclusive  and  just,  to  exemplify  not  the 
American  way  but  the  Kingdom-of-God 
way,”  Mr.  Lawson  said. 


Ethnic  caucus  lists  goals 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
CHEVY  CHASE,  Md.  —  Anticipating  a 
possible  winding  down  of  United 
Methodism's  four-year  emphasis  on  the 
ethnic  minority  local  chuch,  Asian 
American  United  Methodists  made 
several  recommendation  to  keep  ethnic 
minority  concerns  on  the  church’s 
agenda. 

The  300  participants  at  a  national 
convocation  of  Asian  American  United 
Methodists  last  week  endorsed  three 
candidates  for  the  episcopacy:  The  Rev. 
Roy  I.  Sano,  professor  at  Pacific  School 
of  Religion;  the  Rev.  Perry  Saito,  a 
pastor  from  the  Wisconsin  Annual 


in 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Bill  Hohri,  13,  was  puzzled. 

On  a  Sunday  evening,  two  men  from 
the  FBI  had  come  to  the  family  home  in 
North  Hollywood,  Calif.,  and  taken  into 
custody,  without  explanation,  his 
Methodist  minister  father.  The  Rev. 
Daisuke  Hohri  came  to  this  country  in 
the  1920s  as  a  Christian  missionary 
from  his  native  Japan. 

The  time  was  Dec.  7, 1941.  It  was  to  be 
two-and-a-half  years  before  Bill  would 
see  his  father  again.  In  April,  young 
Hohri,  one  of  six  children,  and  the  rest 
of  the  family  were  interned  in  a  remote 
desert  region  in  Eastern  California. 

Now,  more  than  40  years  later, 
William  Minoru  Hohri,  a  computer 
programmer  and  active  United  Meth¬ 
odist  in  Chicago,  is  the  focal  point  of  a 
multi-billion  dollar  class  action  lawsuit 


filed  March  16  that  seeks  redress  tor 
about  120,000  persons  of  Japanese 
ancestry  in  the  United  States  who  were 
interned  by  the  U.S.  government  at  the 
beginning  of  World  War  II. 

The  National  Council  of  Japanese 
American  Redress  (NCJAR)  which 
sponsored  the  suit  had  its  beginning  in 
the  Parish  of  the  Holy  Covenant  in 
Chicago,  a  United  Methodist  Church, 
where  Mr.  Hohri  is  a  member. 

The  class  action  suit  seeks  the  legal 
maximum  of  $10,000  per  person  on  each 
of  21  counts,  or  $210,000  per  person.  The 
total  amount  sought  thus  amounts  to 
almost  $25  billion. 

In  announcing  the  court  action,  Mr. 
Hohri  cited  the  report  released  Feb.  24 
by  the  federal  Commission  on  Wartime 
Relocation  and  Internment  of  Civilians. 
“This  report,"  he  said,  “documents  and 


supports  many  of  the  allegations  .  . 
found  in  our  complaint.  ” 

The  commission  is  expected  to 
recommend  to  Congress  later  this  year 
a  scale  of  reparations  much  lower  than 
that  sought  in  the  class  action  suit. 

Mr.  Hohri  said  the  “average  stay  in 
the  detention  centers  was  three  years 
.  .  .  The  criterion  for  detention  was 
racial ...  We  were  denied  due  process, 
the  right  to  counsel,  equal  protection, 
habeas  corpus,  freedom  of  religion,  of 
speech  and  press,  of  association, 
privilege  and  immunities,  the  right  of 
petition  for  redress  of  grievances, 
privacy  and  travel. 

“An  evil  racial  deed  has  been 
committed,"  Mr.  Hohri  said  in  the 
article.  “After  all  the  years  since  then, 
an  act  of  confession  and  contrition  has 
yet  to  be  made." 


J 


Conference,  and  the  Rev.  Hae  Jong  Kim 
of  the  Northern  New  Jersey  Conference. 

The  convocation  voted  to  support  the 
continuation  of  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church  as  the  missional  priority  for  1985- 
88.  In  other  specific  resolutions  on  ethnic 
minority  concerns,  the  convocation 
participants  voted  to: 

•  Urge  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
continue  a  task  force  on  Asian  American 
ministries  through  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race; 

•  Call  for  general  boards  and  agencies 
to  recruit  and  train  more  ministers  to 
serve  in  language  minority  local 
churches ; 

•  Urge  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  to  make 
permanent  the  Hispanic,  Asian  and 
Native  American  (HANA)  educational 
program  and  to  double  funds  for 
scholarships  to  $500,000  annually. 

•  Encourage  the  establishment  of  an 
Asian  American  education  center  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.; 

•  Encourage  the  election  of  at  least  one 
Asian  American  delegate  to  each  annual 
and  jurisdictional  conference; 

•  Urge  United  Methodist  bishops  to 
appoint  more  Asian  American  district 
superintendents. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

CORRECTION 

A  March  25  report,  “Bishops  delay 
panel  decision,”  in  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  incorrectly  described  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  as  having  45  members.  The 
council  has  107  members,  59  of  whom  are 
active,  voting  bishops.  The  Reporter 
regrets  the  error. 


against  injustice  and  a  sign  of  hope." 

The  “injustice”  being  addressed, 
according  to  supporters  of  the  sanctuary 
action,  is  the  United  States’  role  in 
supporting  an  “oppressive”  government 
in  El  Salvador  and  the  U.S.  refusal  to 
grant  asylum  to  more  than  a  few  of  the 
refugees  fleeing  the  civil  war  in  El 
Salvador. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  300,000  El 
Salvadorans  have  illegally  entered  the 
United  States  during  the  past  three 
years.  Each  month  about  1,000  of  these 
are  sent  back  to  their  homelands  by  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS). 

A  congregation  providing  sanctuary 
for  such  individuals  faces  possible 
federal  felony  charges  against  its 
leaders.  But  no  such  action  has  yet  been 
taken  by  the  government. 

Currently,  the  immigration  service 
does  not  enter  homes,  churches  and  other 
such  institutions  to  apprehend  the 
Salvadorans,  said  Duke  Austin,  INS 
spokesman.  But  that  may  change  if  the 
number  of  churches  participating  in  the 
sanctuary  movement  grows  to  large 
proportions, he  said. 

The  Religious  Task  Force  on  Central 
America  in  Chicago,  which  is  helping 
organize  this  movement,  states  that  the 
illegal  sanctuary  effort  has  spread  to  42 
churches  ( four  of  them  Catholic )  in  25  to 
30  cities. 

Some  500  local  churches  have  endorsed 
the  concept  of  “sanctuary”  although 
they  haven’t  “adopted"  an  illegal 
refugee  yet. 

The  United  Methodist  News  Service 
reported  that  it  is  not  known  how  many 
United  Methodist  congregations  have 
taken  such  action.  Wheadon  Church  in 
Evanston,  Ill.  received  its  first  refugee 
March  24.  In  late  January,  the  Minnesota 
Annual  conference  called  for  develop¬ 
ment  of  “sanctuary  sites.” 

The  Rev.  Greg  Dell  of  Wheadon  UMC, 
said  his  church  hopes  to  shelter  as  many 
as  10  refugees  in  cooperation  with  two 
other  churches. 

“We  sometimes  have  difficulty  using 
our  faith  in  the  real  world,”  he  said.  “It’s 
a  rare  opportunity  to  be  of  service  and 
also  address  a  systematic  evil  (in  El 
Salvador)  ”  -  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Coalition 
raps  role  of 
mission  arm 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HOLMES  COUNTY,  Miss.  —  A  new 
coalition  of  black  leaders  here  is 
charging  that  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
efforts  to  “empower”  blacks  in  this  poor, 
rural  county  actually  are  destroying 
their  power. 

“We  black  leaders  feel  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  —  either  out  of  igno¬ 
rance  or  intentionally  —  is  part  of  a  con¬ 
spiracy  to  replace  the  current  black  lead¬ 
ership  of  this  country  with  their  own 
people  who  will  do  things  the  way  the 
board  wants  through  confrontation,”  Mary 
Hightower  told  the  Reporter  last  week. 

A  power  struggle  is  going  on  among  the 
black  people  who  compose  73  percent  of 
the  population,  according  to  the  Coalition 
of  Black  Leaders  of  Holmes  County. 

On  one  side  of  the  struggle,  the 
coalition  claims,  is  its  constituency: 
black  elected  officials,  black  leaders  of 
non-profit  housing  and  health  organi¬ 
zations  and  top  leaders  of  traditional 
black  power  organizations— the  NAACP 
and  the  Freedom  Democratic  Party  — 
which  take  credit  for  the  major  civil  rights 
advances  here  during  the  last  two  decades. 

On  the  other  side  are  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  a  group  of  white 
Franciscan  nuns  from  Minnesota, 
outside  civil  rights  activists  and  the 
United  League  of  Holmes  County,  the 
coalition  says. 

The  main  victims  of  United  League 
activism  during  the  last  year,  the  new 
coalition’s  leaders  contend,  have  been 
the  black  sheriff,  the  black  super¬ 
intendent  of  schools,  the  black  state 
legislator  and  black  people  in  general. 

Ms.  Hightower,  a  coalition  leader  and 
an  officer  of  the  NAACP  and  the 
Freedom  Democratic  Party,  said  she 
and  other  traditional  black  leaders  have 
organized  to  try  to  stop  Global  Ministries 
from  giving  any  more  support  to  the 
United  League. 

The  United  Methodist  agency  has 
rejected  similar  calls  from  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Holmes  County,  from  the  two 
annual  conferences  in  Mississippi  and 
from  a  special  task  force  set  up  by  the 
bishop  there. 

Global  Ministries  staff  members  and 
directors  have  answered  criticism  by 
saying  they  are  engaged  in  “justice 
ministries"  to  help  the  black  population 
gain  political  and  economic  power. 

Agency  officials  in  New  York  who  have 
been  closely  involved  with  the  situation 
in  Holmes  County  told  the  Reporter  last 
week  that  they  had  not  talked  directly 
with  the  leaders  of  the  new  coalition  and 
would  reserve  comment  until  they  do. 

They  said  their  main  involvement 
during  the  last  month  has  been  related  to 
plans  for  a  cooperative  parish  involving 
all  11  black  congregations  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  in  the  county. 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Furr,  director  of  the 
North  Mississippi  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service,  “We  are  determined  the  11- 
church  parish  will  be  a  ministry  for 
blacks  and  not  something  put  on  them." 

Another  recent  development  is  the 
appointment  of  a  full-time  resident  black 
UM  pastor  for  Holmes  County.  Bishop  C. 
P.  Minnick  Jr.  of  the  Jackson  Area 
announced  during  Holy  Week  that  the 
Rev.  Sylvester  Miller  III  will  begin  his 
duties  in  June  as  pastor  of  the  Sturgis- 
Boyd  charge  in  the  Starkville  District. 

The  United  League’s  confrontational 
events  and  acts  of  civil  disobedience 
focused  on  black,  former  mayor  Eddie 
James  Carthan  and  his  felony  convic¬ 
tions  have  “not  been  becoming  of 
persons  fighting  for  justice,”  Ms. 
Hightower  said.  These  efforts  have 
contributed  to  a  climate  of  lawlessness 
and  “given  white  racists  an  excuse  to  say 
they  were  right  about  what  would  happen 
when  blacks  got  their  political  rights.  " 

“We  don’t  need  Global  Ministries  to 
say  black  folks  don’t  have  anybody  to 
speak  for  them  except  the  United 
League,”  she  added.  “That’s  a  lie.  We 
now  have  29  black  elected  officials. 
That’s  more  than  all  but  one  other 
Mississippi  county." 


-Redwood  Christian  Park- 

Christian  summer  camping  at  its  best,  among  the  beautiful  giant  Cali¬ 
fornia  Redwoods  located  in  the  Santa  Cruz  mountains  of  Boulder  Creek, 
California.  The  Park  is  less  than  twenty  miles  from  the  Santa  Cruz 
Beaches  on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  There  are  over  two  hundred  acres  in  the 
Park,  including  a  spacious  accommodation  for  those  who  may  wish  to 
bring  their  trailers  or  campers.  An  Olympic  size  swimming  pool  and 
numerous  hiking  trails  are  a  part  of  the  facilities. 

The  following  is  a  partial  listing  of  some  of  the  camps  and  conferences 
for  the  United  Methodist  Families  of  1983: 

Conference  on  the  Ministry  of  Healing"  April  29-May  1 

Family  Camp  I"  June  19-25 

Junior  Camp"  (grades  4,  5,  6)  July  10-16 

Junior  High  Camp"  July  16-22 

Family  Camp  11"  July30-Aug.  6 

High  School  Camp"  August  7-13 

‘Singles  Weekend"  August  19-21 

The  cost  to  you  as  a  camper  is  very  low  to  moderate  depending  on  your 
selection  of  accommodations.  We  invite  you  to  write  for  brochures  list¬ 
ing  camps  and  speakers  and  accommodations  to: 


REGISTRAR:  Redwood  Christian  Park 

1 5000  Two  Bar  Road 
Boulder  Creek,  California  95006 
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34  charities  surveyed 

Magazine  says  many  don  7  meet  business  standards 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 
The  American  Bible  Society  and 
Church  World  Service  don't  measure  up 
to  Better  Business  Bureau  standards, 
while  the  Catholic  Worker,  reporting  a 
surplus  of  funds,  has  recently  been 
discouraging  contributions. 

So  says  a  survey  of  34  charitable 
groups  in  the  March  issue  of  The  Other 
Side,  a  self-described  “magazine  for 

Record  aid 
given  African 
church  work 

MONROVIA,  Liberia  (UMNS)  —  The 
Africa  Church  Growth  and  Development 
Committee  has  awarded  a  record 
$500,000  in  grants  to  United  Methodist- 
related  churches  and  annual  conferences 
in  Africa.  The  action  climaxed  a  week- 
long  meeting  here  following  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Liberian  Methodist  Church. 

The  funded  projects  are  in  three  broad 
areas:  leadership  development  (50 
percent),  evangelism  (25  percent)  and 
church  growth  and  development  (25 
percent).  The  latter  includes  special 
services  to  meet  the  needs  of  particular 
communities,  which  include  church 
members. 

The  committee  also  decided  that  30-50 
percent  of  all  funding  for  evangelism  and 
leadership  development  should  go  to 
women’s  programs. 

Nathan  Goto,  a  Zimbabwean  educator 
and  former  conference  lay  leader,  was 
elected  full-time  coordinator  of  the 
program  starting  July  1.  He  has  been 
chairperson  of  the  committee.  The  Rev. 
Wanya  Onema  of  Zaire,  former  vice- 
chairperson,  became  chairperson. 

The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  head  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  and 
the  Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  director  of 
the  Advance,  reported  that  Advance 
giving  to  the  Africa  Church  Growth  and 
Development  Fund  in  the  United  States 
would  reach  $1  million  by  mid-year.  The 
trend  of  increased  giving  to  the  Advance 
will  move  contributions  toward  the  $6 
million  goal  set  for  U.S.  churches  by  the 
end  of  the  quadrennium  in  1984,  Mr. 
Dewire  said. 

African  churches  have  given  $147,000 
toward  their  goal  of  $1  million. 

The  committee,  unique  in  United 
Methodism,  is  predominantly  African 
but  draws  representation  from  the 
United  States  and  Europe,  including 
bishops,  layleaders  and  pastors,  women, 
men  and  youth,  missionaries,  conference 
treasurers  and  church/community 
workers.  European  missionaries  and 
mission  board  representatives  came 
from  Norway.  Sweden,  Switzerland  and 
West  Germany. 

The  committee  aids  Methodist 
churches  and  annual  conferences  in 
Angola,  Liberia,  Mozambique,  Nigeria, 
Sierra  Leone,  Zaire  and  Zimbabwe. 


Christains  who  care  about  justice  and 
discipleship"  published  in  Philadelphia 
Among  the  organizations  listed  is 
Jubilee,  Inc  ,  a  ministry  operated  by  the 
group  that  publishes  the  magazine  and 
which  supports  education,  housing  and 
development  projects  initiated  by  Third 
World  people. 

Among  the  34  organizations  surveyed 
by  The  Other  Side  are  the  American 
Bible  Society,  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  Amnesty  International, 
Bread  for  the  World,  Catholic  Worker, 
Christian  Children’s  Fund,  Church  W'orld 
Service,  Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned, 
and  Common  Cause. 

Three  categories  indicated 

The  magazine  prints  its  information  in 
three  major  tables. 

Under  “organizational  programs  and 
perspectives,”  the  table  provides 
information  on  the  theological 
orientation,  political  orientation  and 
nature  of  activities  of  each  organization. 

The  table  on  “organizational  manage¬ 
ment  and  staff"  gives  the  year  the 
organization  began,  size  of  paid  staff, 
lowest  and  highest  annual  salaries, 
percentages  of  nonwhite  and  female 
decisionmakers,  nature  of  board, 
percentages  of  nonwhite  and  female 
board  members,  government  and  corpor¬ 
ate  influences,  and  significant  affiliations. 

With  regard  to  “organizational 
finances  and  financial  accountability." 
the  table  indicates  whether  each 
organization  uses  independent  auditors, 
sends  a  full  audit  to  anyone  who  asks, 
provides  a  table  of  functional  expenses, 
sends  receipts  to  all  donors,  whether  all 
donations  are  tax  deductible,  as  well  as 
its  average  delay  in  sending  receipts, 
summary  of  annual  income,  summary  of 
annual  expenses,  administration,  fund¬ 
raising,  and  excess  revenue  as  a 
percentage  of  all  income  and  as  a 
percentage  of  contribution  and  member¬ 
ship  income,  and  cash  and  securities 
on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Bible  society  has  reserves 
With  regard  to  the  American  Bible 
Society,  the  survey  says  that  “only  a 
minority  of  board  members  attend  board 
meetings,  a  violation  of  Better  Business 
Bureau  standards,"  and  that  “ABS  has 
exceptionally  large  cash  reserves,  vet  it 


continues  to  put  a  large  portion  of  its 
income  into  additional  fund-raising;  its 
annual  report  to  donors  obscures  the  cost 
of  this  fund-raising  by  labeling  it  ‘ways 
and  means.’  ” 

“Catholic  Worker  reports  that  it  is 
currently  receiving  more  money  than  it 
can  use,"  the  survey  says,  adding  that 
the  agency  “wishes  to  discourage 
donations  from  readers  of  The  Other 
Side.” 

The  magazine  says  that  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  “has  been  found  in 
violation  of  Better  Business  Bureau 
standards  because  it  sometimes  reports 
its  excess  revenue  in  a  way  that  makes  it 
look  like  a  program  expenditure.” 

Food  First,  an  organization  founded  by 
authors  Frances  Moore  Lappe  and 
Joseph  Collins  to  promote  concern  about 
world  hunger,  has  not  had  its  financial 
records  audited,  The  Other  Side  says. 
The  magazine  comments  that  this  failure 
“is  especially  unfortunate  in  light  of  the 
tight  control  that  the  two  co-directors 
exercise  over  the  organization’s  board." 

The  survey  notes  that  Lutheran  World 
Relief  “has  a  policy  of  not  releasing  its 
audited  financial  report  to  the  public,” 
and  comments  that  this  is  “a  serious 
mistake,  we  feel.” 

Center  does  not  respond 

In  reviewing  the  Southern  Poverty 
Law  Center,  the  magazine  says  that 
"other  than  talk  and  raise  funds,  it’s  not 
clear  how  much  the  organization  really 
does.”  The  table  on  financial 
accountability  comments  that  “the 
refusal  of  this  organization  to  provide 
anything  but  the  sketchiest  financial 
data  to  its  donors  raises  questions  about 
whether  it  is  worthy  of  public  support;  it 
has  also  refused  to  cooperate  with  a 
Better  Business  Bureau  investigation  of 
its  finances.” 

The  survey  says  that  World  Concern 
“has  been  found  in  violation  of  Better 
Business  Bureau  standards  because  it 
sometimes  reports  its  ‘excess  revenue’  in 
a  way  that  makes  it  look  like  it  was  used 
as  program  expense.” 

The  tables  are  accompanied  by  a 
lengthy  article  by  Mark  Olson,  co-editor 
of  The  Other  Side,  suggesting  ways  to 
interpret  the  data  and  what  factors  to 
consider  in  deciding  whether  a  particular 
organization  is  worthy  of  support. 


UM grandparents  re-enter  classroom 

NEWTON,  Kans.  —  Linda  Niles  and  her  ‘‘adopted  grandchild,”  Jim  Duncan,  inspect  the  ant  farm  in  his  classroom 
at  Lincoln  Elementary  School  here.  Ms.  Niles,  who  lives  at  Friendly  Acres,  a  home  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
here,  is  one  of  36  residents  participating  in  a  special  adoption  relationship  with  second  and  third  grade  students. 

The  "grandparents”  and  adopted  "grandchildren”  are  an  unbeatable  combination,  report  both  the  school’s 
principal  and  home  personnel.  The  grandparents  have  a  new  twinkle  in  their  eye  as  they  explain  their  classroom 
experiences  in  learning  to  use  a  computer,  working  new  math  or  playing  checkers,  the  Kansas  East  conference 
newspaper  reported  recently. 

And,  the  grandchildren  benefit  in  enriched  classroom  learning,  in  having  a  new  friend  and  in  learning  compassion 
and  sensitivity.  Kansas  east  edition,  united  methodist  reporter  photo- 
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Church  groups  join  pensioners 
in  South  Africa  move 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Church-related 
groups  and  two  state  pension  funds  have 
filed  30  shareholder  resolutions  with  28 
companies  concerning  corporate  in¬ 
volvement  in  South  Africa. 

The  shareholder  actions,  coordinated 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches-re- 
lated  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility  (ICCR),  seek  corporate 
policies  to  help  end  South  Africa’s 
apartheid  system.  Critics  say  existing 
policies  of  some  companies  support  the 
South  African  regime. 

For  the  first  time  since  church-related 
shareholders  began  addressing  cor¬ 
porate  activity  in  South  Africa  in  1971, 
shareholders  have  filed  resolutions 
commending  several  corporations  for 
refusing  to  lend  money  to  South  Africa. 
They  include  Chemical  Bank,  Sears  and 
Shearson-American  Express.  Filers 
holding  stock  worth  some  $53.4  million 
have  also  asked  Xerox,  Motorola, 
Standard  Oil  and  Texaco  to  make  no 
further  sales  to  police  or  military  units  of 
the  South  African  government,  until 
South  Africa  repeals  laws  and  regulations 
supporting  the  apartheid  system. 

Episcopal  leaders  gather 
from  4  Methodist  bodies 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Bishops  of  four 
Methodist  denominations  issued  a  brief 
message  here  March  16  commending  to 
their  members  “more  meaningful 
spiritual  disciplines"  and  calling  them  to 
“a  more  serious  consideration  of  the 
application  of  the  Christian  gospel  to  all 
social  challenges  and  issues  of  justice.” 

Meeting  for  their  third  consultation. 


bishops  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
the  United  Methodist  churches  called  for 
more  intentional  outreach,  continued 
support  of  ecumenical  agencies,  and  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  the  unemployed  and  homeless. 

The  three  historically  black  Methodist 
denominations  and  the  predominantly 
white  United  Methodist  Church  have 
about  14  million  members. 

UM  layman  supports 
‘peace  academy*  plan 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  - 
Establishment  of  a  national  Academy  of 
Peace  would  “signal  to  the  entire  world” 
that  the  United  States  accepts  with 
“great  seriousness  and  vision”  its 
proclaimed  role  as  peacemaker,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  who  is  a  leading  proponent 
of  such  a  venture  said  here  March  16. 

Dr.  James  H.  Laue,  director  of  the 
center  for  metropolitan  studies  at  the 
University  of  Missouri-St.  Louis,  was  one 
of  the  early  witnesses  in  House 
Committee  hearings  as  the  proposal 
began  anew  its  trek  through  Congress. 

Liberian  United  Methodists 
mark  sesquicentennial 

MONROVIA,  Liberia  (UMNS)  -  The 
150th  anniversary  of  the  official  founding 
of  the  Liberian  United  Methodist  Church 
was  observed  with  a  joyous  week-long 
celebration  here  in  which  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  the  United  States,  Europe  and 
Africa  mingled  with  church  members 
from  throughout  Liberia. 

The  church  was  formally  organized  in 
1833  by  United  Methodism’s  first  over¬ 
seas  missionary,  Melville  B.  Cox. 


If  you  are  a  church  school  leader,  you  should  he  a 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  TODAY  reader ! 


Church  School  Today  offers  a  comprehensive  view 
of  Christian  education,  with  planning  helps,  idea 
exchanges,  and  more.  Published  quarterly  for 
pastors,  directors  of  Christian  education,  church 
school  superintendents,  chairpersons  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  education  commission,  age-level  and 
family  coordinators,  laboratory  and  workshop 
leaders,  and  church  school  teachers. 
Order  No.  5720.  SI. 95 

PLUS:  one  or  more  of  these  quarterly  magazines 
for  leaders  of  children,  youth,  and  adults — 

CHILDREN’S  LEADER.  Information  about 
current  quarter’s  Children’s  Bible  Studies,  and 


other  suggestions  and  guidance. 
Order  No.  1356.  $1.25 

YOUTH  TEACHER  &  COUNSELOR.  Skill 
training,  dramatic  material,  youth  trends,  and 
church-wide  emphases.  A  "clip  and  save”  magazine. 
Order  No.  3903.  SI. 75 

ADULT  LEADER.  Teaching  helps  for  current 
quarter  International  Lesson  Series,  plus  articles  of 
special  and  general  interest  to  teachers  and  leaders 
of  adults.  Order  No.  5104.  $1.95 

Order  on  Forecast  curriculum  order  form. 

Prims  subject  to  change  Transportation  extra,  Add  salts  tax  if  applicable 


Q  Cokesbury 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  A  proposed  television 
and  telecommunications  ministry  for 
United  Methodists  in  1985-88  has  been 
forwarded  to  three  of  the  church’s 
highest  councils  for  consultation. 

The  proposal  carries  a  $4.8  million 
annual  price  tag.  (Note:  The  Reporter 
March  25  incorrectly  placed  the  price  at 
$4.4  million.)  The  proposed  funding 
source  is  an  apportioned  fund,  which  the 
proposal  describes  as  "the  most  cost 
effective  way  United  Methodists  know  in 
raising  funds.” 

The  proposal  is  similar  to  one 
approved  tentatively  by  the  General 
Commission  on  Communications  March 
18-20  in  Williamsburg,  Va.  The 
commission  ratified  the  subsequent 
refinements  by  a  task  force  via  telephone 
vote  of  23  in  favor,  one  opposed  and  one 
abstaining. 


The  proposal  went  immediately  to  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  for  consideration  as  part 
of  the  overall  1985-88  financial  program 
of  the  general  church. 

It  will  go  later  this  month  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  to  consider 
its  programmatic  implications,  and  will 
go  in  May  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  for 
consultation  and  possible  refinement. 

The  proposal  also  is  expected  to  be 
presented  to  the  73  annual  conferences 
starting  in  mid-May  and  running  through 
late  June.  The  plan  calls  for  annual 
conferences  to  be  eligible  to  receive  back 
for  local  or  regional  programming  up  to 
25  percent  of  what  they  raise  for  the 
apportioned  fund. 

All  of  these  levels  of  consultation  and 
sharing  are  described  as  attempts  to 
avoid  the  “top-down"  label  attached  to  a 
plan  adopted  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  for  a  “National  Television 


New  UM  Publishing  House 
head  to  be  named  by  June 


Presence  and  Ministry.”  That  plan 
bogged  down  in  fund-raising  in  1981, 
incurring  a  debt  of  more  than  $1  million 
while  raising  just  over  half  that.  The 
General  Commission  on  Communication 
is  repaying  that  debt  at  the  rate  of  about 
$35,000  per  month. 

The  new  proposal  calls  for  five  “major 
thrusts”:  video  in  the  church,  telecom¬ 
munication  systems,  television,  radio 
and  cable  television. 

It  also  calls  for  a  yearly  “major,  highly 
visible  television  event.”  Two  prime¬ 
time  television  specials  are  foreseen, 
during  1985-88,  and  a  national  United 
Methodist  television  program  also  is: 
suggested. 

The  latest  proposal  anticipates  asking: 
TV  audiences  for  contributions  to' 
specific  ministries  as  aired  on  UM 
programs.  The  proposal  also  anticipates 
special  gifts  from  individuals  “who  have 
a  special  interest  in  television  and  tele¬ 
communication  ministries." 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  ORLEANS  -  A  new  chief 
executive  for  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  will  be  chosen  by  the 
end  of  May. 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Publication,  which  oversees  the 
denomination’s  annual  $60  million 
publishing  venture,  accepted  a  report 
from  its  search  committee  here  March 
29-30  that  it  is  not  ready  to  nominate  a 
successor  to  John  E.  Procter.  Mr, 
Procter  will  retire  Aug.  1,  1983,  after  40 
years  with  the  firm  and  13  years  as  its 
chief  executive. 

The  seven-person  search  committee 
has  employed  a  professional  “talent" 
firm  to  aid  in  its  national  search.  The 
board  chairman,  Houston  attorney 
Ewing  Werlein  Jr.,  also  chairs  the  search 
committee. 

The  45-member  board  agreed  to  be 
available  for  a  special  called  meeting  in 
either  April  or  May  to  receive  the  search 
committee’s  recommendation. 

In  his  final  report  to  the  board  here  last 
month,  Mr.  Procter  said  UMPH  had  the 
best  six-month  period  in  its  history  Aug. 
1,  1982-Jan.  31,  1983.  Net  sales  for  that 
period  topped  $34  million,  and  net 
revenue  of  almost  $3.5  million  was 
almost  $700,000  over  the  previous  fiscal 
year’s  first  six  months. 

A  24-year-old  effort  to  publish  the 
sermons,  letters,  hymns  and  other 
writings  of  Methodism’s  founder  John 
Wesley  received  a  substantial  boost  from 


the  Board  of  Publication  where  it  agreed 
to  publish  four  volumes  of  Wesley’s 
sermons  and  one  volume  of  his  journal. 
One  volume  will  be  released  each  fall, 
beginning  in  1984,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  News  Service  report. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  UMPH 
book  editor,  told  board  members  the  five 
volumes  will  be  the  largest  Wesley 
publishing  effort  of  the  last  60  years. 

The  four  books  of  sermons  will  be 
edited  by  the  Rev.  Albert  C.  Outler, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas;  and 
the  fifth  volume  of  Wesley’s  journal  will 
be  edited  by  the  Rev.  Richard  P 
Heitzenrater,  also  of  Perkins.  The 
journal  will  include  Wesley’s  account  of 
his  visit  to  Georgia  from  1735  to  1737. 

The  “Wesley  Works  Project"  was 
initiated  in  1959  by  a  group  of  university 
scholars  and  administrators.  In  1960,  the 
Rev.  Frank  Baker,  a  minister  from  the 
British  Methodist  Conference,  was 
brought  to  Duke  University,  Durham, 
N.C.,  as  a  visiting  professor  and  to  work 
on  the  Wesley  project.  He  remained  and 
is  today  editor-in-chief.  Associate  editor 
is  Dr.  Heitzenrater. 

The  board  approved  purchase  of  a  new 
Cokesbury  Bookstore  site  in  east  Dallas 
to  replace  a  longtime  location  in  down¬ 
town  Dallas.  Price  of  the  .63  acre  was 
$122,750.  Cokesbury  also  has  a  second 
Dallas-area  bookstore  in  a  shopping 
center. 

.  -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Request  4to  involuntarily  retire’ 
Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  denied 


DENVER  (RNS)  -  A  regional  United 
Methodist  Church  panel  has  refused  a 
congregation’s  request  to  remove 
Denver  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  Jr.  from 
office  because  he  has  backed 
homosexuals. 

The  Episcopacy  Committee  of  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  said  it  doesn't  have 
the  power  to  remove  the  bishop  from 
office  and  also  that  the  congregation  in 
Le  Veta  was  raising  complaints  against 
the  bishop  which  have  already  been 
considered  and  rejected. 

The  130-member  La  Veta  congregation 
had  appealed  to  the  episcopacy 
committee  “to  involuntarily  retire" 
Bishop  Wheatley,  saying  the 
appointment  of  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  to  a 
Denver  church  and  the  bishop’s 
statement  that  homosexuality  was  not  a 
sin  violate  the  “Book  of  Discipline." 

Three  congregations  in  Georgia  and 
Boulder  First  United  Methodist  Church 
last  year  charged  Bishop  Wheatley  with 
disseminating  false  doctrine  in  supporting 


homosexuals  and  said  he  was 
undermining  the  work  of  the  church.  An 
investigative  panel  in  Los  Angeles  last 
May  refused  to  formally  charge  Bishop 
Wheatley,  leader  of  110,000  UMs  in 
Colorado,  Wyoming,  Utah  and  Nevada. 

In  refusing  the  La  Veta  UMC’s  request, 
the  regional  committee  decided  that  the 
charges  were  not  new,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Melvin  Finkbeiner  of  Seattle, 
chairman  of  the  committee.  He  said  the 
group  was  told  by  various  people 
including  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los 
Angeles  area,  who  is  a  lawyer  and 
president  of  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
College  of  Bishops,  that  his  committee 
could  order  involuntary  retirement  only 
for  a  bishop  physically  or  psychologically 
incapacitated.  “According  to  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  Bishop  Wheatley  enjoys  good 
health,”  he  said. 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders  enough 
magazines  published  by  The  Upper  Room.  1900 
Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 


Lucia  Of  Guatemala 


Life  is  a  dally  struggle  in  this  country 
torn  by  strife.  Lucia  was  born  in  Guate¬ 
mala  on  July  10,  1971.  and  has  endured  a 
lot  of  hardship.  Recently  accepted  at  the 
Mission,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  fully  edu¬ 
cate  her  while  feeding  her  with  food  for 
body  and  spirit. 

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is  a  Christian 
organization,  founded  in  1965.  that  seeks 
sponsors  for  destitute  children.  Lucia,  or 
one  like  her,  could  be  "yours"  through  the 
sponsoring  program.  No  contracts  are 
signed  as  a  sponsorship  can  last  for  any 
length  of  time.  Administrative  costs  are 
kept  low  and  91%  of  funds  received  in 
1982  were  sent  for  the  children's  needs. 

HOW  TO  BECOME  A  SPONSOR 

For  less  than  44C  a  day  you  could  spon¬ 
sor  Lucia  or  another  needy  child.  This 
month  children  are  available  in  Guate¬ 
mala,  Japan,  Korea,  the  Phillipine  Islands 
and  India.  You  can  write  "your"  child  and 
you’ll  receive  a  reply.  You  will  also  re¬ 
ceive  the  child's  life  story,  photo,  address 
and  information  on  the  Christian  orphan-' 
age  where  he  or  she  receives  care. 

All  contributions  to  WORLD’S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  ore  tax  deductible.  We  will 
send  you  an  audit  copy. 

Individuals,  families,  church  groups, 
civic  groups  enjoy  sponsoring  children 
overseas.  Won't  you  join  our  family  of 
sponsors? 

Please  write: 


WORLDS 

CHILDREN 


I 
I; 
I. 

sponsor  a  child  whore  the  | 

.  <>'•*' -  | 

Enclosed  is  payment  lor  first  month  (■ 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box  J 
2979,  Winter  Haven ,  Fla.  33880. 
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Around  The  Conference 


UMW  Holds  Retreat  at  Seashore 


Seashore  Methodist  Assembly  near 
Biloxi  hosted  150  participants  in  a 
recent  UMW  retreat.  Joining  in  the 
study  at  their  homes  were  another  150 
women.  Elise  Eslinger  of  Nashville 
and  Callie  Winn  of  New  Orleans 
served  as  leaders.  The  theme  was 


RETREAT  LEADERS  —  Left  to 
right  are  Callie  Winn,  Elise  Eslinger 
and  Marian  Eggerton. 


“The  Roads  to  Shalom"  and 
retreatants  studied  the  Roads  to 
Emmaus,  Through  the  Wilderness,  to 
Damascus  to  Jerusalem.  Marian 
Eggerton  served  as  chairperson  of  the 
retreat. 


Interpretive  Dance  Group 


Bossier  Plans  Intensive 


Religious  Weekend 


An  INTENSIVE  RELIGIOUS 
WEEK-END  is  planned  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier 
City.  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President  of 
Centenary  College,  will  be  the  guest 
Evangelist  for  nine  services  during 
the  week-end  of  April  29-May  1 . 

The  first  service  will  be  Friday, 
April  29  at  7:30  p.m.  Special  services 
scheduled  for  Saturday  April  30th 
include  a  Mens’  Breakfast  at  7:00 
a.m.,  Ladies’  Salad  Luncheon  at  11:30 
a.m.,  Youth  Hamburger  Supper,  and 
informal  service  at  5:30  p.m.  and 


Worship  Service  at  7:00  p.m.  Special 
music  is  planned  for  all  worship 
services. 

Dr.  Webb  will  preach  at  both  the 
8:30  and  10:45  a.m.  service  Sunday, 
May  1.  At  noon  an  old-fashioned 
covered  dish  luncheon  is  planned  with 
special  music  and  hymn  singing.  The 
week-end  concludes  with  a  Worship 
Service  at  1:30  p.m.  with  Dr.  Webb 
preaching.  There  will  be  no  regular 
night  service.  Harry  Solomon  is 
Chairman  of  the  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mission. 


Re-Creation  Weekend 
Scheduled  for  Lake  Charles 


April  22,  23  and  24  mark  the  dates  of 
the  first  annual  RE-CREATION 
WEEKEND  for  the  Lake  Charles 
Area  Youth.  Host  church  will  be 
Henning  United  Memorial  Methodist 
Church.  Five  area  United  Methodist 
churches  —  Wesley,  Maplewood, 
Vinton,  Westlake  and  Henning  —  have 
worked  together  to  offer  this  event  for 
all  the  area  youth. 

The  RE-CREATION  WEEKEND  is 
an  interdenominational  event  offered 
to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
Christian  growth  through  worship, 
fellowship,  fun  and  sharing.  Resource 
persons  for  the  WEEKEND  include 
the  ministers  Rick  Hebert  of  Wesley 


United  Methodist,  James  Jones  of 
Maplewood  United  Methodist,  Ted 
Standley  of  Westlake  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Conrad  Edwards  of  Henning  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  and  Raymond  Crofoot  of 
Vinton  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  event  will  begin  on  Friday  at 
Henning  UMC  at  6  p.m.  and  continue 
until  11:30  p.m.  It  will  resume  at  4 
p.m.  Saturday  at  Henning  and 
continue  until  closing  later  that 
evening.  The  final  chapter  will  be  held 
at  Key’s  Point  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

This  event  is  open  to  all.  Those 
interested  should  contact  any  of  the 
five  UM  churches  listed  in  this  article 
for  pre-registration. 


APRIL 


Petty  Celebrates  100th  Birthday 


Mrs.  Gypsy  Petty,  born  in  Bells, 
TN,  March  25, 1883  has  just  celebrated 
her  100th  birthday.  At  age  13.  she 
began  playing  the  piano  for  a  Baptist 
Church.  In  1909  after  marrying  Mr. 
Crit  Petty,  she  and  her  husband 
moved  to  the  Ida,  LA  community.  It 
was  in  Ida  that  Mrs.  Petty  started  a 
music  class,  and  she  has  now  taught 
five  generations  of  students. 

Mrs.  Petty  served  as  pianist  for  the 
Ida  Methodist  Church  for  many  years. 
Mrs.  Petty  is  regular  in  her  church 
attendance,  and  when  the  weather  is 


good  she  walks  to  the  church  which  is 
about  three  blocks.  Best  wishes  are 
extended  to  Mrs.  Petty. 


News  from  Raymond 


Mrs.  Anna  Jester  was  recently 
honored  with  a  plaque  in  recognition 
of  her  50  years  of  service  as  church 
treasurer  at  Raymond  UMC.  Mr. 
Harold  Brown  is  the  new  church 
treasurer. 

A  UMW  Day  was  held  Feb.  27.  The 
theme  of  the  service  was  “Called  to 
Grow,”  which  was  considered  a  huge 
success.  Certificates  of  recognition 


were  presented  to  cnarier  members 
of  the  first  organization  of  women  of 
the  Raymond  church  in  1934.  They 
were:  Mrs.  Herman  Talley.  Anna 
Jester,  Florence  Hine,  Ola  Brown, 
Charles  Bruchhaus,  Freida  Bucklin, 
and  Myrtle  Bucklin.  Mrs.  Annna 
Jester  was  presented  a  Life 
Membership  Pin. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  Milliron  is  pastor 
at  Raymond. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 
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Allen  Becomes  A 
Certified  Chaplain 

Rev.  Dan  R.  Allen,  Chaplain  at  Desert 
Samaritan  Hospital,  Mesa,  Arizona,  was 
recently  certified  as  a  professional 
chaplain  by  the  College  of  Chaplains  at 
its  37th  Annual  Convention  in  San  Diego, 
Ca.,  March  20-23. 

Certification  by  the  College  of  Chap¬ 
lains  is  granted  only  to  those  clergyper- 
sons  who  meet  high  professional  stan¬ 
dards.  The  qualifications  include  college 
and  theological  seminary  degrees  (or  the 
equivalent),  one  year  of  experience  as  a 
chaplain  and  a  minimum  of  one  year  of 
special  clinical  pastoral  education  under 
supervision. 

In  addition  to  those  requirements,  the 
applicant  submits  a  series  of  written 
essays  which  reflect  an  understanding  of 
the  role  and  function  of  a  chaplain, 
philosophical  and  theological  concepts  of 
ministry  in  an  institution  and  an 
integration  of  the  theories  of  the 
behavioral  sciences  and  theological 
position.  The  final  step  in  the 
certification  process  is  a  face  to  face 
interview  by  a  multidisciplinary 
committee  of  persons  involved  in 
pastoral  care  and  related  health  care 
services. 

Approval  as  a  certified  chaplain  means 
that  Chaplain  Allen  has  been  admitted  as 
a  Fellow  in  the  College  of  Chaplains.  The 
1700  member  organization  of 
professional  chaplains,  representing 
30  denominations  and  all  three  faith 
groups,  admitted  104  new  Fellows  during 
the  annual  convention. 


Sixth  Academic  Chair  Established 


Centenary  College’s  sixth  endowed 
academic  chair  has  been  established  by 
one  of  North  Louisiana’s  oldest  families. 

The  $500,000  gift  from  the  family  of 
Samuel  Guy  Sample  was  announced  by 
President  Donald  Webb  Wednesday, 
April  13,  at  noon  in  the  Audubon  Room  of 
Bynum  Commons.  The  luncheon  honored 
the  donors,  who  include  Mrs.  James  C. 
Bolton  of  Alexandria,  Mrs.  Francis  W. 
Scott,  Mrs.  David  C.  Tyrrell,  William  S. 
Tyrrell,  Mrs.  Barney  Rickenbacker, 
Oliver  H.  P.  Sample,  Guy  B.  Sample,  and 
Wilton  Wade  Sample,  all  of  Shreveport, 
and  David  C.  Tyrrell,  Jr.  of  Dallas. 

The  Sample  Chair  for  Business 
Administration  memorializes  a  pioneer 
in  the  early  20th  century  business  world 
of  North  Louisiana. 

Samuel  Guy  Sample  was  bom  in 
Mansfield  to  Oliver  Henry  Perry  and 
Frances  Elizabeth  Guy  Sample  on  Jan.  1, 
1877.  He  was  raised  and  educated  in 
Mansfield  and  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Arkansas. 

He  started  business  as  a  merchant  in 
his  father’s  company,  the  Sample 
Company,  and  as  manager  of  several 
plantations  in  DeSoto  Parish. 

On  the  death  of  his  father  Dec.  8,  1908, 
he  moved  his  family  to  Shreveport.  Still 

May  5, 1983  National 
Day  of  Prayer 


operating  the  store  and  plantations,  he 
began  investing  in  real  estate  in 
Shreveport  using  profits  from  the 
discovery  of  oil  on  the  plantations.  He 
also  invested  in  a  number  of  other 
enterprises,  including  Commercial 
National  Bank  for  which  he  served  as 
president  for  a  short  time  in  1921.  He  was 
an  active  vice  president  and  director 
until  his  death  in  1943. 

Mr.  Sample  also  served  as  president  of 
the  Union  Oil  Mill  of  West  Monroe,  Delta 
Cotton  Oil  and  Fertilizer  Co.  of  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and  the  Shreveport  Fertilizer  Co. 
He  also  held  an  interest  in  the  Frost  and 
Peavy  lumber  enterprises. 

He  was  ei  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
and  various  Shreveport  social  clubs. 

He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Sarah 
Emma  McCrory,  are  the  parents  of 
Mrs.  James  Bolton,  Mrs.  Francis  Scott, 
Oliver  H.  P.  Sample,  Mrs.  David  C. 
Tyrrell,  and  the  late  Samuel  Guy 
Sample,  Wilton  Wade  Sample,  and 
Staunton  Brevard  Sample. 

After  Emma  Sample’s  death  in  1918, 
Samuel  Guy  Sample  married  Miss  Sybil 
Jones  of  Shreveport,  who  survived  him . 

The  principal  amount  of  the  one-half¬ 
million  dollar  endowment  will  be  held  in 
perpetuity,  as  part  of  the  College 
investment  portfolio,  and  the  revenue 
from  the  investment  will  be  used  for  the 
chaired  professor’s  salary  and  other 
operating  expenses. 

A  search  committee  will  begin  work 
soon  to  name  a  professor  to  the  chair. 
The  installment  will  be  held  sometime 


Samuel  Guy  Sample 


next  year. 

The  other  endowed  chairs  at  Centenary 
College  are  The  T.  L.  James  Chair  of. 
Religion;  the  Cornelius  D.  and  Florence 
Gillard  Keen  Chair  of  Physics;  The 
William  C.  Woolf  Chair  of  Geology;  the 
Gus  S.  Wortham  Chair  of  Engineering, 
and  the  Willie  Cavett  and  Paul  Marvin 
Brown,  Jr.,  Chair  of  English. 


LACEF Meet  in  Alexandria 


SPRING  RETREAT  PARTICIPANTS  —  Participants  at  the  Louisiana  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship  Spring  Retreat  included,  from  left,  STANDING:  Rev.  Tom 
Howe,  Dr.  Leo  Rippy.  Rev.  Bunny  Ploegsma,  Larry  Lewis,  Carol  Maxey,  Laura 
Echols,  Anita  Martin,  Kathi  Finnell,  Alan  Clark,  Carol  Giles,  Doris  Sheppard,  Rev. 
Jim  Constable:  SEATED:  Doris  Marsalis.  Marsha  Alexander,  Joanne  Cook,  Pat 
Hogan,  LyllnGuth.  (The  sign  reads,  NO  JUNK  FOODS! ! !”)  N 


The  Louisiana  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  Spring  Retreat  was  held 
recently  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria.  Dr.  Leo  Rippy, 
professor  of  Christian  Education  and 
director  of  Continuing  Education  at 
Scarritt  College,  led  the  group  on  the 
subject  of  “Hunger  and  Value 
Formation.’’  Dr.  Rippy  challenged  the 
group  in  specific  areas  such  as  the  facts 
and  challenges  world  hunger  presents  to 
Christian  Education,  what  the  church 
programs  are  doing,  resources 
available,  and  some  ideas  as  to  where  we 
may  go  from  here. 

The  business  part  of  the  meeting 
included  some  goal  setting  and  planning 
for  the  next  few  years  for  the  chapter 
One  of  the  present  goals  for  the  1982-83 


Conference  year  has  been  to  update  the 
membership  roll.  If  any  pastors  or 
churches  have  youth  directors  or 
education  directors  working  at  their 
churches  who  do  not  belong  to  or  do  not 
have  information  on  LACEF,  please  send 
their  names  to  Lylln  Guth  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
will  be  meeting  during  Annual 
Conference  for  dinner  and  business 
Monday  evening,  June  6  at  5  p.m.  at  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
LACEF  members  may  expect  to  see 
registration  forms  very  soon.  Please 
send  these  forms  directly  to  Doris 
Marsalis  along  with  the  $5  fee  as  soon  as 
they  are  received. 


Child  Care  Available  at  Annual  Conference 


Child  care  will  be  available  during 
each  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  At  the  Monday  afternoon 
and  Tuesday  night  conference  that  will 
meet  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  nursery  will  be  available  for  children 
nursery  age  through  second  grade. 
Monday  and  Wednesday  nights  the  child 
care  for  nursery  age  through  second 
grade  will  be  at  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church.  Entrance  will  be  from  the 
Highland  Street  only.  The  times  will  be  7 
p.m.  through 9:30 p.m. 

During  the  day  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  childcare  will  be  in  two 
locations.  Children  nursery  through  five 
years  of  age  will  be  at  the  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church.  Children  six 
years  through  twelve  years  of  age  will  be 
at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church.  Each 
facility  will  be  of  service  from  8:15  a.m. 
through  5  p.m. 

A  nominal  fee  of  $4  per  child  per  day  is 
asked  to  help  defray  expenses.  For  two 
or  more  children  attending,  the  charge 
will  be  $3  per  child  per  day.  This  should 
be  paid  each  morning  when  the  child 
arrives.  Parents  should  provide  a  lunch 
for  their  children  and  be  prompt  when 
picking  them  up  in  the  afternoon. 


A  limited  number  of  rooms  will  be 
available  at  Centenary  College  for 
delegates  with  their  families.  Requests 
for  one  of  these  rooms  should  be  made  on 
one’s  room  reservation  card.  If  you  have 
already  sent  your  card  in,  please  write  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Dick  Anders  to  request  such 
accommodations. 

Child  care  reservations  must  be  made 
no  later  than  May  15  to  Mrs.  Betty 
Rowell,  521  S.  Fifth  St.,  Eunice  70535. 
Please  include  the  name  and  age  of  each 
child.  The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  has  arranged  this  service 
and  appreciates  your  cooperation. 


United 

Methodist 

Information 

Service 


Quick  answers  to  questions  about  your 
church.  A  service  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


800/251-8140 


-urc- 


International  Lesson  Series 

By  DR.  ALBERT  TR1CKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 


Acts  15:4-14, 19-21  (Lesson  for  April  24th ) 

Good  News  must  be  shared!  The  Good 
News  of  Jesus  Christ  is  for  all  people  of 
all  time.  We,  who  call  ourselves  after  His 
name  must  never  try  to  restrict  the 
gospel  to  ourselves  and  “our  kind”  but 
must  be  eager  to  share  that  which  we 
have  seen  and  heard.  Our  example  is  the 
early  church. 

The  early  church  had  a  unity  which 
was  preserved  for  many  centuries.  There 
was  one  Church  and,  even  though  there 
were  many  differences  and  arguments, 
there  remained  one  Church,  the  living 
body  of  Christ. 

Today  there  are  countless  denomi¬ 
nations  and  sects  of  Christianity  and 
each  one  was  brought  about  not  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  but  by  man’s  failure  to 
cling  to  basic  truths  or  by  man’s 
unwillingness  to  accept  differences  of 
thought  within  a  framework  of  unity. 
Nearly  all  of  these  one  thousand  plus 
groups  have  come  into  being  within  the 
last  four  hundred  years  and  most  since 
1850.  The  fragmentation  of  Christianity 
tests  the  basic  unity  of  the  Church 
because  strong-willed  men  and  women 
have  had  different  interpretations  of 
what  it  takes  to  make  a  Christian. 

The  scripture  passages  for  today  tell  us 
about  a  conference  in  Jerusalem  which 
was  called  to  discuss  the  circumcision 
doctrine.  The  circumcision  “party” 
insisted  that  Gentiles  had  to  become 
Jews  before  they  could  become 
Christian,  i.e.,  they  had  to  obey  all  the 
Jewish  laws  first.  The  conference  dealt 
with  the  problem  in  some  detail  with 
Peter,  Paul  and  Barnabas  all  saying  that 
all  men  were  saved  by  grace  and  not  by 
acts  of  obedience  to  Jewish  law.  After 
hearing  arguments  from  both  sides, 
James  (apparently  the  elected  leader  of 
the  Church  in  Jerusalem  and  therefore 
the  respected  leader  of  the  faith)  gave 
his  decision.  He  said  that  the  Gentiles 
would  be  governed  by  none  of  the  old 


Jewish  laws  except  on  tradition  and 
considers  those  disciplines  dating  from 
Moses  (and  before)  to  be  binding  but 
those  coming  out  of  man’s  amplification 
and  interpretation  of  the  law  were  not. 
No  circumcision  would  be  required. 

This  issue  did  not  soon  die  out  but 
simmered  for  many  years.  We  know 
from  Paul’s  writings  that  the  argument 
was  still  heated  for  a  long  time.  But  we 
know,  too,  that,  in  spite  of  the  differences 
and  in  spite  of  the  arguments,  there 
remained  one  Church,  one  Church  which 
was  the  body  of  Christ. 

Differences  make  us  think.  Discussion 
makes  our  minds  stay  more  alert  and 
inquiring.  Differences  are  not 
necessarily  bad  But,  when  differences 
threaten  the  unity  of  the  Church,  they 
must  be  dealt  with  with  open  minds  and 
hearts  tuned  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Denominations  are  not  all  bad  (even 
though  some  have  said  that  the 
fragmentation  process  mentioned  above 
is  the  “scandal  of  Christendom”).  So 
long  as  we  accept  each  other  as  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ,  as  children  of  the 
same  God,  there  is  no  real  problem.  But 
when  we  begin  to  say,  “My  church  is  the 
only  true  church  and  what  I  say  is  the 
only  truth,”  we  are  attempting  to  sub¬ 
divide  the  sacred  body  of  Christ. 

How  did  the  early  Church  stay  unified, 
even  in  the  face  of  great  differences? 
They  were  sensitive  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
They  had  prayer-filled  lives  and  were 
willing  to  be  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
whom  they  were  sensitive.  What  a  lesson 
we  can  learn! 

In  these  days,  we  must  examine  our 
differences  and  discover  how  essential 
(or  how  petty)  they  are  Then  we  must 
strive  for  unity  by  calling  upon  and 
listening  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  having  a 
common  purpose  (as  the  Spirit  reveals  it 
to  us),  and  by  willing  to  be  reconciled  in 
our  differences  as  we  remain  one  in  the 
church  and  one  in  the  spirit.  Truly,  the 
Good  News  is  for  all  people. 


Camp  Date  Corrections 


The  following  camp  session  dates  were  misprinted  in  an  earlier  edition. 

LAKE  CHARLES  CAMP 

June  27-July  1  Elementary  I 

Aug.  8-Aug.  12  Elementary  II 

CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTRE 


June6-June  10 
June  13-June  17 


Elementary  I 
Senior  High 


Inside . . . 

Refugee  farmers 
retrained  in  English 
and  gardening 
in  unique  Florida 
ministry.  See  page  3. 
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Ben  Franklin  would  expect  better 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post 
1100  Waterway  Blvd. 

Indianapolis,  Indiana  46202 

Dear  Editor: 

We  read  the  other  day  that  Southern  Baptist  leaders  are  happy  with  your 
magazine’s  recent  article  titled  “The  Southern  Baptists:  Not  Just  Whistling 
Dixie!” 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  president  said  the  article  “is  an  excellent 
statement  about  a  diverse  and  dynamic  people."  He  said  the  article,  in  low-cost 
reprints,  will  be  “useful  in  evangelistic  efforts.” 

And  why  shouldn’t  the  Southern  Baptists  be  happy  with  your  article?  It  was 
written  by  their  public  relations  executive,  an  able  man  named  W.  C.  Fields 
(yes,  that's  his  real  name! ).  His  article  was  predictably  professional,  positive 
and  useful. 

We  couldn’t  help  contrasting  the  way  you  handled  their  story  with  the  way 
you  handled  one  a  few  months  earlier  about  the  Methodists  —  particularly 
about  us  United  Methodists. 

That  article  was  written  by  the  retired  editor  of  a  nondenominational 
magazine  called  “Eternity,”  a  fellow  named  Russell  T.  Hitt.  Your 
identification  of  him  indicated  no  Methodist  connection,  because  he  apparently 
has  none,  except  perhaps  that  of  outside  critic. 

It’s  your  prerogative  to  assign  whomever  you  choose  to  write  an  article.  But 
why  didn’t  you  ask  someone  from  within  one  of  the  Methodist  denominations  to 
write  the  “Methodist  piece?"  We  have  some  pretty  able  United  Methodist 
writers  on  the  Reporter  staff.  And  we’re  quite  sure  that  the  public  relations 
executive  of  our  national  United  Methodist  communications  office  would  gladly 
supply  you  an  article  so  that  your  magazine  could  tell  the  story  of  our  “diverse 
and  dynamic  people”  the  way  we’d  like  to  have  it  told.  Then  we,  too,  could  order 
reprints  and  use  your  name  and  prestige  to  further  our  cause.  We  found  it 
impossible  to  use  the  article  written  by  Mr.  Hitt  in  this  way  because  of  the 
numerous  inaccuracies  and  negative  biases  it  contains. 

From  the  earliest  days  of  the  Methodist  movement,  when  John  Wesley  took 
the  Christian  gospel  into  England’s  coal  fields,  we  have  learned  to  expect  and 
accept  a  “bad  press"  from  time  to  time.  Sometimes  it  has  been  deserved  and 
sometimes  not.  But  any  religious  body  which  seeks  as  we  do  to  combine 
“knowledge”  and  “vital  piety”  in  its  witness,  and  to  present  the  gospel 
message’s  relevance  to  both  individuals  and  society,  is  bound  to  attract  its 
share  of  critics. 

That,  however,  is  not  our  point.  Our  concern  is  equity. 

We  can’t  help  but  believe  that  when  old  Ben  Franklin  founded  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post,  he  must  have  had  in  mind  something  other  than  letting  religious 
spokespersons  tell  their  own  story  in  public  print.  Or  else  he  believed  that 
what’s  fair  for  the  Baptists  is  also  fair  for  the  Methodists  —  and  for  the 
Presbyterians  and  all  the  others,  too.  You  can’t  honestly  have  it  both  ways.  We 
hope  you  will  consider  this  if  you  plan  to  publish  similar  features  on  other 
religious  bodies  in  the  future. 

Sincerely, 

The  Editors  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  22,  1983 


Painful  issues  call  for  more  clarity 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JAMES  E.  MACAW 

A  benevolent  God  has  kept  me  in  the 
wrong  place  at  the  right  time,  evidently. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  a  church  technocrat 
use  the  with-it  phrase,  “state  of  the  art.” 
Now  I’m  sure  that  a  jargon  junkie  in 
some  corner  of  the  church  has  found  a 
way  to  use  the  term,  but  I’m  thankful 
that  I’ve  been  spared  of  having  to  hear  it. 
I  understand  that  language  is  an  ever- 
changing  thing,  but  the  predominance  of 
jargon  in  much  of  our  attempted 
contemporary  communication  strikes 
me  not  as  change  made  to  improve 
understanding,  but  a  kind  of  fever 
indicating  our  communication  sickness. 

Jargon  addiction  betrays  itself  in 
many  ways.  When  discussing  the  parts  of 
a  schedule  that  are  optional,  why  can’t 
we  say  that,  rather  than  talking  about 
various  “tracks?"  A  few  years  ago  we 
had  a  rash  of  people  who  “hunched" 
about  certain  things,  rather  than 
thinking,  feeling,  or  guessing.  And  being 
broke  is  not  made  more  pleasant  by 
euphemistically  referring  to  a  “cash 
flow"  problem. 

Jargon  and  confusion 

I  remember  a  theology  professor 
talking  to  our  class  about  the  need  of 
clarity  in  our  communication.  In  the 
same  lecture  he  used  the  phrase,  “The 
ambiguity  of  undetermined  possibility." 
I  don’t  hold  him  responsible  for  intro¬ 
ducing  an  overused  word  —  ambiguity  — 
nor  do  I  believe  that  this  word  is  jargon. 
Yet  many  who  simply  want  to  say  they 
are  confused,  or  are  finding  it  difficult  to 
make  a  choice,  prefer  to  make 
themselves  sound  more  scholarly  or 
authoritative  by  talking  about  the 
“existential  ambiguity”  of  their  lives. 

We  would  do  well  to  profit  from  the 
satirical  slogan,  “Eschew  obfuscation.” 
Nowhere  is  jargon  more  evident  than 
when  we  respond  to  some  criticism  or 
complaint  within  the  church.  Then 
jargon  becomes  pure  doubletalk:  war  is 
peace,  hate  is  love,  slavery  is  freedom, 
and  similar  Orwellian  “1984"  vocabu¬ 
lary. 

Our  beloved  United  Methodist  Church 
prospered  for  decades  by  being  a  non- 
creedal  church,  by  having  a  flexible 


position  on  theology,  and  including 
members  with  widely  different  views  on 
social  issues.  Now,  we’re  going  to  have  to 
decide  whether  to  maintain  that  position, 
and  be  held  together  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  our  connectional  organization,  or  go 
legalistic.  In  our  desire  for  clear  and 
simple  communication,  the  danger  is  a 
new  Pharisaism.  Many  special  interest 
groups  are  pushing  us  to  take  specific 
stands,  to  have  precise  interpretations  of 
Christian  doctrine,  and  take  very  clear 
positions  (that  would  be  binding  on  every 
United  Methodist)  on  such  moral  issues 
as  abortion,  homosexuality,  and  systems 
of  government. 

I  do  not  wish  to  revert  to  a  form  of 
legalistic  Methodism  in  which  the  sins 
were  all  listed  explicitly:  drinking,  danc¬ 
ing,  smoking,  theater-going,  cardplaying, 
etc.  I  would  prefer  simply  to  say  that  we 
United  Methodists  are  part  of  Christ’s 
church.  We  will  reverence  and  read  the 
Bible.  We  will  stay  in  fellowship  with  each 
other  as  we  discuss  the  Bible  and  the 
issues  of  our  day.  We  will  learn  from  and 
love  each  other.  Having  done  all  these 
things  we  will  each  honor  the  intelligence 
with  which  our  Creator  has  gifted  us,  and 
before  God,  we  will  do  what  our  integrity 
as  Christians  requires  us  to  do. 

I  hope  we  will  not  engage  in  the 
hopeless  task  of  developing  a  formal 
“correct"  theology  and  a  list  of  positions 
that  are  infallible  on  every  issue,  then 


requiring  everyone  who  wishes  to  walk 
with  us  to  subscribe  to  such  doctrinal  and 
social  conformity.  It’s  an  impossible 
task.  The  church  has  never  been  able  to 
agree  for  long  on  most  issues,  and  I  hope 
that  our  General  Conference  in  1984  will 
tell  us  as  much,  with  clarity  and 
conviction.  Without  doubletalk  or  jargon, 
let  us  as  good  late  20th  Century 
Wesleyans  say:  “We  will  be  the  church, 
and  at  the  same  time  stand  with 
individual  integrity.  We  will  love  each 
other.  We- will  love  the  world.  We  will 
participate  in  Christ’s  redeeming, 
reconciling  mission." 

Painful  decision 

It  is  probable  that  in  1984  we  can  no 
longer  avoid  speaking  directly  about 
whether  we  shall  ordain  to  the  ministry 
persons  who  are  homosexual,  either  in 
preference  or  practice.  But  whatever  we 
decide  about  that  issue,  let  us  not  think 
that  we  have  spoken  the  last  word  about 
it,  or  that  we  alone  know  the  mind  of  God. 
We  will  be  making  a  necessary 
administrative  decision  with  painful 
theological  and  human  implications. 

The  issue  of  abortion  likewise  is  a 
sensitive  human,  moral  and  philosophi¬ 
cal  matter.  I  trust  that  our  continuing 
consideration  of  abortion  will  not  be 
reduced  to  a  power  struggle  between  two 
stereotyped  approaches,  either  the  “pro 
choice”  or  the  “pro  life”  stance.  Such  a 
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New  programs  should  replace  EMLC 


To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  article  of  April  1 
headlined  “Keep  ethnic  priority  alive 
through  ’88  —  vote.”  I’m  afraid  it  is  this 
lack  of  creativity  that  is  hurting  our 
church.  The  EMLC  has  surely  accom¬ 
plished  its  purpose  and  has  provided 
enough  concentrated  programming  to 
allow  the  minority  churches  to  continue 
to  develop  and  become*  strong  witfibut 
having  to  put  aside  other  much  needed 
program  concerns. 

Now  is  the  time  to  “Strengthen  the 
Local  Church  for  Witness  and  Mission.” 
Surely  programs  that  could  be  developed 
under  this  emphasis  for  the  general 
church  would  also  provide  continuing 
strength  to  the  minority  churches.  I  pray 
the  GCOM  will  consider  the  great  needs 
of  the  general  church  before  it  chooses 
what  it  will  present  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

Barry  A.  Wolfe 

Amherst,  Ohio 

‘Good  News’ defended 

To  the  Editor: 

Paul  Gongloff  gave  a  very  negative 
criticism  of  “Good  News”  in  his  “Letter 
to  the  Editor”  (UMR,  March  11).  Since 
he  thinks  we  never  “do  anything  but 
snipe  and  growl,"  I  must  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  has  never  read  the 
Good  News  magazine,  met  our  fine 
editors,  or  the  chairman  of  the  board,  or 
attended  a  Good  News  convocation. 
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Surely  Mr.  Gongloff  must  feel  there  is 
room  in  our  great  church  for  an 
exchange  of  ideas  and  diversity  of 
thought.  Should  we  not  be  able  to  ask 
questions  and  receive  answers?  Doesn’t 
“pluralistic”  mean  that  we  do  not  all 
think  and  believe  alike? 

Our  last  Good  News  magazine 
(Jan./Feb.)  was  just  full  of  positive 
articles  and  statements.  In  four  of  the 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  the  writers 
stated  that  Good  News  had  changed  their 
minds  about  leaving  the  church.  There 
were  two  powerful  stories  of  dynamic, 
growing  United  Methodist  Churches, 
with  over  1000  in  attendance  each 
Sunday.  There  was  also  an  excellent 
article  on  preaching  the  word  biblically 
by  Dr.  Paul  S.  Rees,  one  of  the  best 
known  biblical  expositors  in  America.  A 
story  presented  an  experience  of 
ministering  beautifully  in  a  mental 
hospital.  There  was  a  very  positive 
report  from  the  UM  bishops’  meeting  in 
November  in  Birmingham,  Alabama. 
The  bishops  pledged  themselves  to 
personal  and  corporate  leadership  in 
spiritual  formation,  evangelism,  and 
church  growth. 

These  are  only  a  sampling  of  the  many 
positive  and  uplifting  articles  that  we 
read  each  month  in  Good  News  magazine. 

We  are  also  given  information  on  the 
problems  in  our  church.  Most  of  us  know 
that  if  problems  are  not  made  known, 
they  cannot  be  remedied.  Is  it  “positive” 
to  disregard  our  problems  and  not  try  to 
find  the  reasons  for  the  great  exodus 
from  our  church  every  year?  Surely  it  is 
more  positive  to  face  the  issues  and  try  to 
make  the  necessary  changes.  This  is 
certainly  not  “violence  ...  to  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,”  as  Mr.  Gongloff  accused. 

No,  we  do  not  claim  to  be  the  only  ones 
in  our  church  defending  the  faith,  nor 
necessarily  the  most  faithful  ones,  but  we 
feel  “Good  News"  has  its  place  in  the 
body.  We  pray  that  we  may  be  faithful  to 
what  God  has  called  us  to  be  and  to  do. 

Eva  Wickes 
Dayton,  Indiana 

Belly  laugh  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  laugh!  Your  March  18 
article  headlined  “Indigents  dress  in 
style  for  President’s  visit"  in  "the 
church  today”  column  surfaced  a  very 
therapeutic  belly  laugh.  What  a  nice 
blend  of  humor  with  an  urgent  Christian 
witness  of  concern  for  thousands  of 
homeless  Americans  who  are  out  of  work 
and  too  often  out  of  the  sight  and  mind  of 
our  national  leaders. 

I  can  just  see  600  homeless  indigents 
dressed  in  donated  tuxedos  in  place  to 
greet  the  President.  If  a  smile  crossed 
his  face,  perhaps  his  heart  was  touched 
too. 

Michael  F.  Eischen 
Urbana,  Illinois 

Confirmation  item 
called  ‘helpful’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  wonderful  item  on 
confirmation  by  the  Rev.  David  L. 
Severe  (“Here  I  Stand,”  UMR,  March 
25).  His  lifting  up  confirmation  as  both 
process  and  event  is  very  helpful  as  we 
work  toward  a  more  complete 
understanding  of  this  part  of  our  life 
together  in  Christ. 


I  would  add  that  using  our 
denomination’s  “Service  of  Baptism, 
Confirmation  and  Renewal"  (Supple¬ 
mental  Worship  Resources  #2)  liturgi- 
cally  reinforces  Mr.  Severe’s  assertion. 
This  beautiful  service  emphasizes  the 
continuity  among  baptism,  confirmation, 
church  membership  and  the  opportunity 
for  renewal. 

&  Thomas  A.  Snyder 

Warren,  Ohio 

Coverage  complete, 

factual 

To  the  Editor: 

God  bless  you  for  your  wonderful 
article  in  the  Reporter's  March  25  issue 
headlined  “Church  told  ‘get  house  in 
order.’  ” 

Your  approach  to  the  whole  problem  of 
the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches,  “60  Minutes,"  the  Institute  for 
Religion  and  Democracy  and  others  is 
very  complete.  You  have  been  very 
factual  in  your  coverage. 

I  do  hope  and  pray  that  some  good 
comes  out  of  the  whole  controversy. 

Harold  H.  Osborn 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

World  can’t  wait 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  “Here  I  Stand"  column,  the  Rev. 
John  Dunnack  concludes  that 
“Evangelism  is  the  .  .  .  cure  for  the  time 
of  war"  (UMR,  March  25). 

I  suggest  the  world  can’t  wait  another 
2,000  years  for  this  to  develop.  The 
church  should  become  more  involved  in 
the  problems  of  the  real  world  in  which 
we  all  live  to  fully  accomplish  its 
mission. 

John  E.  Hall 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Clergywomen  misjudged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  it  is  time  a  lady  tell  a 
gentleman  he  needs  to  live  a  more 
purposeful  life  at  home. 

I  wonder  if  Mas  Odoi  (see  UMR 
“Letters,"  March  18)  is  aware  of  his  mis¬ 
interpretation  of  the  United  Methodist 
clergywomen ’s  priorities. 

Is  he  aware  of  the  disheartening  pro¬ 
portion  of  women  to  men  as  a  result  of 
the  deaths  of  young  men  killed  in  the 
Vietnam  conflict?  How  can  a  woman 
support  herself  comfortably  without 
equal  pay?  How  many  women  can  she 
support  who  aren’t  being  compensated 
accordingly? 

It  is  saddening  to  think  the  typical 
male  has  had  little  influence  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  his  family 
unit  aside  from  providing  a  means  for 
economic  survival. 

It  is  idealistic  for  a  man  to  think  a 
woman  can  deprive  her  child  of  her 
limitless  love  by  not  voicing  her  concern 
for  a  safer,  healthier  world  in  which  her 
child  will  be  nurtured.  These  women 
aren’t  trying  to  “wear  the  pants"  in 
society;  they  want  to  make  sure  there 
will  be  men  alive  to  wear  the  pants  for 
themselves. 

Regarding  the  other  issues,  when  there 
is  mutual  concern,  cooperation  and  love 
funneled  into  the  family  unit,  the 
children  are  less  likely  to  become 
delinquent,  experience  traumatic 
divorce  or  resort  to  drug  abuse. 

What  I  see.  and  what  I  hear  these  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  screaming  from  the 


depths  of  their  soul  is:  “I  want  a 
healthier,  more  stable,  more  beautiful 
environment  in  which  to  live  for  myself 
and  the  ones  I  love.” 

Rochelle  Walter 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Cause  of  membership 
decline  needs  study 

To  the  Editor: 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  perhaps  our 
church  should  undertake  a  study  to 
discover  the  reasons  for  its  decline  in 
membership  over  the  past  decade. 

In  the  service  we  were  exposed  to 
"debriefing  sessions”  during  which  time 
we  were  questioned  about  our 
assignment.  This  information  was  used 
to  make  future  plans.  Some  businesses 
and  industries  conduct  an  interview  with 
an  employee  who  is  leaving,  and  in  some 
cases  ask  them  to  complete  a 
questionnaire.  This  information  is  then 
used  to  identify  and  solve  particular 
problem  situations. 

I’m  not  proposing  that  our  churches 
apply  identical  tactics,  but  it  would  be 
good  if  we  could  conduct  research  to 
learn  -the  reasons  behind  this  exodus. 
There  is  only  one  way  of  dealing  with  a 
problem  and  that  is  to  discover  its  cause 
and  then  apply  an  appropriate 
treatment. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Visalia,  California 

BHEM  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  March  25  article  on  the 
UM  board  supporting  aid  to  draft 
resisters:  My  wife  and  I  arrived  at  one  of 
our  infrequent  agreements  today  after  a 
discussion  of  the  reported  resolution 
arrived  at  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  The 
resolution,  which  undermines  our 
nation’s  new  law  to  withhold  federal 
financial  aid  to  students  who  refuse  to 
register  with  the  Selective  Service 
system,  is  in  our  opinion,  inappropriate. 

Thank  God  we  live  in  a  country  which 
permits  conscientious  dissent!  And 
thank  God  the  majority  of  our  young 
people  are  still  duty-conscious  citizens 
who  will  fight  if  need  be  to  defend  our 
country  and  our  rights  just  as  our 
forefathers  have  had  to  do!  Do  we  owe 
our  posterity  any  less? 

We  do  not  suggest  that  those  who  would 
sincerely  profess  conscientious  objection 
to  the  horrors  of  war  should  not  be 
granted  a  special  status  exempting  them 
from  military  duties  which  might  require 
them  to  kill  or  help  others  to  do  so.  We  do 
suggest  that  in  time  of  national  need 
there  are  always  plenty  of  non-combat- 
related  jobs,  both  within  and  outside  the 
military,  for  these  special  people  to  do. 
We  also  suggest  that  without  benefit  of 
prior  registration  our  nation’s  ability  to 
mobilize  is  hamstrung;  without  the 
means  to  enforce  our  laws  which  are 
established  for  the  benefit  of  us  all,  we 
might  just  as  well  roll  over  and  play  dead 
right  now.  Are  we  not  told  by  the 
scripture  to  support  the  law’s  of  our  land? 

Both  my  wife  and  I  are  confident  that 
our  highest  courts  will  interpret  this  new 
law  fairly  and  rule  it  constitutional  for 
the  greater  good  it  will  do  in  terms  of 
national  security.  Accordingly,  we  urge 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher 


Education  and  Ministry  to  reconsider 
their  position  for  the  influence  it  might 
have  on  many  young  Christians  in 
America,  and  we  ask  that  our  views  be 
made  known  to  the  UM  leadership. 

Kent  and  Natalie  Garry 
Lawton,  Oklahoma 
UMs  need  more 
prayer,  less  politics 
To  the  Editor: 

A  year  or  so  ago  it  was  reported  that 
the  United  Methodist  bishop  in  Detroit, 
Michigan  felt  panicky  about  the 
economic  conditions  there.  Nowhere  was 
it  suggested,  however,  that  the  people  of 
the  Detroit  area  get  together  and  pray  to 
God,  our  Almighty  Benefactor,  for  help. 

Recently  I  heard  of  another  area 
having  problems.  They  brought  their 
Bibles  and  had  a  prayer  meeting.  Their 
prayers  were  answered. 

In  the  March-April  issue  of  “Upper 
Room,”  Maxie  Dunnam  wrote  that  God 
wants  us  to  pray,  and  seek  help  for 
ourselves,  and  others.  I’d  like  to  hear  of 
the  United  Methodist  people  doing  more 
praying,  and  less  delving  into  politics. 

Mrs.  Wallace  Bascom 
Westminister,  Maryland 

Judicial  Council 
article  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  thanks  for  a  well  done  article  on 
the  Judicial  Council  (UMR,  March  25).  I 
especially  appreciated  the  specific 
references  to  what  it  is  and  what  it  can 
do,  and  what  it  cannot  do. 

This  is  the  kind  of  article  that  is  really 
valuable  to  your  readers,  and  finding  it 
written  by  Hoover  Rupert  whom  I  knew 
in  both  college  and  seminary  was  most 
pleasant. 

A.  Otis  Beach 
Topeka,  Kansas 


contest  might  be  fun  for  the  groups  who 
fight  the  battle,  but  I  am  not  convinced 
that  this  approach  would  speak  in  the 
most  Christlike  manner  to  the  serious 
issue  at  hand.  Again,  let  us  realize  that 
when  we  have  made  a  decision,  it  will  be 
an  interim  statement.  We  do  not  speak  ex 
cathedra  to  the  world.  We  cannot  say, 
“We  have  been  divinely  and  inerrantly 
inspired,  and  what  we  say  is  the 
Christian  approach.” 

Perhaps  our  times,  and  the  desperate 
longing  for  the  security  of  permanent 
answers,  drives  us  as  a  denomination  to 
make  some  specific  statements  about 
issues.  I  would  like  to  keep  the  number  at 
a  minimum,  and  make  our  major  effort 
one  of  living  as  Christians,  respecting  the 
integrity  of  all  others  in  making  their 
choices.  And,  where  we  must  make 
statements,  let  us  do  so  not  only  with 
clarity  but  also  with  humility. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  the  Rev.  James  E.  Magaw,\ 
is  pastor  of  Gay  Street  UMC  in  Mt: 
Vernon,  Ohio  (Ohio  East  Conference). 

My  Witness 

Experience 
joy  in  midst 
of  suffering 

By  CAROL  SCHNEIDER 

“We  know  that  in  everything  God 
works  for  good  with  those  who  love  Him, 
who  are  called  according  to  His 
purpose."  Romans  8:28  has  always  been 
one  of  my  favorite  verses  of  scripture: 
but  it  has  become  even  more  meaningful 
to  me  since  I  learned  that  I  had  cancer  iii 
1977.  God  used  my  circumstances  to 
teach  me  many  things  and  to  draw  me 
closer  to  Him  than  I  have  ever  been.  It 
may  sound  strange  to  say  that  having 
cancer  can  become  a  blessing,  but  we 
know  that  with  God  all  things  are 
possible.  No,  God  did  not  cause  me  to 
have  cancer,  but  He  came  to  me  in  that 
situation  and  poured  out  blessings  upon 
me  that  I  might  never  have  received 
otherwise. 

How  was  I  blessed  during  such  a 
difficult  time?  Let  me  try  to  explain. 
First,  I  realized  that  I  was  in  a  situation  I 
could  not  handle  alone  and  I  called  upon 
the  Lord  and  learned  to  walk  with  Him 
and  to  trust  Him.  I  realized  that  as  a 
Christian  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  not  even 
my  own  death.  I  received  physical  and 
spiritual  healing  through  the  power  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  came  to 
comfort  me  and  be  my  Advocate. 

Friends  and  family  surround' 
with  love  and  caring  through  their 
prayers  and  actions  that  gave  me 
blessings  I  shall  always  treasure.  The 
love  my  husband  and  I  shared  grew  even 
deeper.  We  began  to  read  the  Bible 
together  daily. 

I  found  blessings  and  reassurance 
beyond  measure  in  God’s  Word.  What  a 
blessing  to  find  the  strength  promised  in 
the  Bible  was  really  mine!  At  first  I  was 
surprised  when  other  people  told  me  how 
brave  and  strong  I  was,  for  I  did  not 
perceive  myself  that  way.  Then  I  became 
aware  of  the  source  of  strength  that  is 
available  to  us  all.  “My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  you,  for  my  power  is  made 
perfect  in  weakness”  (II  Corinthians 
12:9)  ;  “The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  my 
shield”  (Psalm  28:7);  “God  is  our  refuge 
and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble”  (Psalm  46:1);  and  “I  can  do  all 
things  in  Him  who  strengthens  me” 
(Philippians4:13). 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  I 
received  was  learning  the  joy  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving.  God’s  word  says, 
“Rejoice  always;  pray  constantly,  give 
thanks  in  all  circumstances;  for  this  is 
the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  for  you.” 
(I  Thessalonians  5:16-18).  This  may  be 
difficult  in  times  of  great  distress,  but  if 
you  try  it,  it  will  change  your  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Carol 
Schneider,  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Cocoa  Beach,  Florida  (Florida 
Conference). 
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Mission  arm  declines 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

to  encourage  illegal  ‘sanctuary’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Concern  about  being  part  of  an 
“illegal  conspiracy’’  prompted  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  last  week 
to  back  away  from  encouraging  local 
congregations  to  join  the  growing  ‘‘sanctuary’’ 
movement. 

It  declined  to  endorse  the  decision  by  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  lasj 
month  to  promote  this  act  of  civil  disobedience. 

Congregations  are  being  encouraged  by  Church 
and  Society  to  protect  Central  Americans  —  who 
enter  this  country  illegally  —  from  detection  and 
arrest  (see  Reporter,  April  15).  Providing 
“sanctuary"  violates  U.S.  law. 

Early  last  week.  Church  and  Society’s  stance 
was  endorsed  by  Global  Ministries’  National 
Program  Division  in  a  unanimous  vote 
accompanied  bv  no  discussion  or  debate. 


But  when  another  Global  Ministries  sub-unit, 
the  UM  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  looked  at 
the  resolution,  strenuous  objections  were  raised1. 

‘Pious  fad’  aspect  raises  concern 

The  Rev.  Donald  Benton  of  Dallas,  who  led  the 
opposition,  told  the  Reporter  he  feels  many  church 
leaders  are  treating  the  matter  of  law-breaking 
much  too  lightly.  Because  the  government 
currently  is  not  prosecuting  church  leaders 
providing  “sanctuary,”  he  said,  some  people  may 
easily  slip  into  the  illegal  actions  as  a  kind  of 
“pious  fad.” 

He  pointed  out  that  local  leaders  of 
congregations  providing  sanctuary  could  face 
fines  of  up  to  $2,000  and  five  years  in  prison. 

Global  Ministries  leaders  could  face  fines  of  up 
to  $10,000  and  five  years  in  prison  if  they 
encourage  churches  to  provide  sanctuary  because 
that  would  make  them  liable  to  a  charge  of 


“conspiracy  to  harbor  undocumented  aliens,”  Dr. 
Benton  said. 

“I’m  unwilling  to  expose  the  board  or  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  these  charges,”  he  said. 

The  directors  of  UMCOR,  the  arm  which  regu¬ 
larly  deals  with  refugee  issues,  agreed  in  a  split 
vote. 

During  a  subsequent  session  of  the  total  board, 
the  National  Division  resolution  was  set  aside 
while  the  UMCOR  version  was  adopted 
unanimously  with  some  discussion  but  no  debate. 

Global  Ministries  directors  recognized 
“sanctuary”  actions  already  taken  by  some  40 
Protestant  and  Catholic  congregations  as  ‘‘an 
expression  of  compassion.” 

And,  if  a  congregation  seriously  is  considering 
an  illegal  action  to  provide  sanctuary  to  persons 
“whose  life  seems  to  be  in  jeopardy  as  they  face 
deportation,”  Global  Ministries  —  on  request  — 
will  “clarify  implications  and  offer  informational 


advice  on  such  ministry,”  the  resolution  states. 

But  the  board’s  recommendations  to  UM  con¬ 
gregations  included  only  legal  avenues. 

Along  with  Church  and  Society,  Global 
Ministries  directors  urged  United  Methodists  to 
lobby  U.S.  government  leaders  to: 

•  Make  certain  Central  Americans  apprehended 
while  fleeing  war-torn  conditions  are  accorded  all 
their  legal  rights  to  due  process ; 

•  Ensure  that  no  persons  are  forcibly  deported 
when  their  lives  would  be  in  jeopardy ; 

•  Provide  temporary  harbor  to  Central 
Americans  seeking  refuge  here  with  the  provision 
that  they  return  home  when  a  “reasonable  degree 
of  safety”  exists. 

Immigration  bill  opposed 

However,  in  a  related  action,  Global  Ministries 
directors  unanimously  opposed  the  Simpson- 
Mazzoli  bill  that  would  legalize  the  status  of  a 


large  percentage  of  undocumented  Central 
Americans  in  this  country,  allowing  them  to  stay 
indefinitely. 

Although  the  directors  favor  giving  amnesty  to 
illegal  aliens,  they  oppose  the  Simpson-Mazzoli 
bill  before  Congress  because  it  includes  sanctions 
against  employers  who  hire  illegal  aliens  in  the 
future. 

Penalties  against  employers,  the  resolution 
states,  would  make  employers  “reluctant  to  hire 
anyone  who  looks  Hispanic  or  foreign.”  Also,  the 
“streamlining”  of  administrative  and 
adjudication  procedures  regarding  deportation 
cases  would  deny  due  process  allowed  under 
current  law,  the  resolution  says. 

United  Methodists  are  called  upon  to  write  to 
their  U.S.  representatives  and  senators  asking 
them  to  vote  against  the  bill.  The  resolution, 
passed  without  debate,  is  similar  to  one  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  last  month. 


Church  law  deletion  asked 


Social  action  arm  acts  on  homosexual  promotion  rule 


MEMPHIS  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  in  its  spring  meeting  here 
recommended  that  the  1984  General 
Conference  delete  a  paragraph  from 
church  law  that  prohibits  use  of 
denominational  funds  “to  promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

The  board  also  voted  to  continue  the 
boycott  of  Nestle  Corp.  products  for  at 
least  another  year. 

Another  boycott,  however,  was 
rejected.  The  board  reaffirmed  its  call 
for  the  Campbell  Soup  Co.,  Ohio  farmers 
and  migrant  workers  there  to  enter  into 
collective  bargaining  and  applauded  a 
variety  of  efforts  in  the  state’s  religious 
and  legislative  communities  to  settle  a 
labor  dispute  involving  those  three 
parties.  But  the  board  decided  against 
joining  a  boycott  against  Campbell 
products. 

The  board  first  approved  an 
amendment  to  the  paragraph  on 
homosexuality  that  would  have  made  it 
clear  that  use  of  general  church  funds 
“for  dialogue  and  ministry  with  persons 
of  homosexual  orientation”  is  not 
precluded. 

Introducing  the  amendment,  the  Rev. 
Richard  S.  Parker  of  New  York  City  said 
“some  of  us  would  prefer  to  delete  the 
whole  paragraph,  but  we  don’t  think  that 
will  fly.” 

Scott  A.  Williams,  Muncy,  Pa.,  argued 
for  keeping  the  paragraph  in  its  present 
form,  saying:  “It  is  wrong  for  the  church 
to  promote  homosexuality  and  the 
Scriptures  support  that.” 


On  the  other  hand,  James  M.  Dolliver 
of  Olympia,  Wash.,  said:  “I  think  we 
should  get  this  thing  out  of  the  Discipline. 
To  deliberately  exclude  people  is  an  un- 
Christian  thing  to  do.”  The  amendment 
failed. 

Then  a  vote  supporting  the  proposed 
deletion  of  the  entire  paragraph  won  by 
about  a  3-2  margin. 

Subsequent  to  the  vote,  the  Rev.  Don  L. 
Forsman  of  Odessa,  Texas,  announced 
he  would  prepare  a  minority  report 
calling  for  retention  of  the  paragraph  as 
amended.  He  later  said  that  a  dozen 
other  board  members  had  joined  him  in 
signing  the  minority  report. 

On  the  Nestle  matter,  the  board 
accepted  a  task  force  recommendation 
that  said  the  Nestle  company  has 
demonstrated  good  faith  in  some  aspects 
of  the  infant  formula  dispute,  but  there 
has  not  been  sufficient  time  for 
recommended  changes  to  be 
accomplished  and  the  boycott  of  the 
company  products  should  continue,  at 
least  for  another  year. 

In  the  autumn  of  1982  the  church's 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  accepting 
a  report  from  a  church-wide  study  panel, 
asked  Church  and  Society  and  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  to  re-examine  their 
support  of  the  boycott  and  consider 
ending.  The  denomination  as  a  whole 
opposes  the  boycott. 

Turning  to  its  oft-discussed  Peace  with 
Justice  program,  the  board  was  told  both 
by  its  top  executive,  Dr,  Haviland  Hous¬ 
ton  and  by  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  that  an  effort  mounted 


mounted  within  the  past  year  to  obtain 
funds  for  the  effort  from  foundations  had 
failed. 

The  1980  General  Conference  assigned 
the  program  to  Church  and  Society,  but 
did  not  allocate  funds  specifically  for  the 
effort. 

The  Rev.  Rodney  Shaw,  who  led  the 
effort  to  get  foundation  support,  ended 
his  work  without  success  late  in 
February. 

“Foundations  are  not  going  to  give 
funding  to  a  major  denomination  with 
nearly  10  million  members  who  has  not 
put  its  own  money  behind  such  a  goal 
.  .  .,”  Dr.  Houston  said. 

The  board  did  approve  a  revised 
program  outlined  by  Bishop  Hicks  which 
calls  for  taking  $100,000  from  reserve 
funds  during  a  12-month  period  to 
employ  a  project  director  and  attempt  to 
have  “something  visible”  underway 
when  the  1984  General  Conference  opens 
May  1.  “If  we  can  come  up  to  General 
Conference  with  something  in  place  I 
believe  it  will  help  the  cause  in  the  next 
quadrennium,”  the  bishop  said. 

In  another  action,  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  accepted  a  report  from  a 
task  force  set  up  jointly  with  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  which  calls  for  United 
Methodists  to  become  involved  in 
conciliation  ministries. 

In  her  report  as  general  secretary.  Dr 
Houston  had  praise  for  what  she  described 
as  “new,  stringent  laws”  in  Tennessee 
governing  drunk  driving.  She  asserted 
that  society  increasingly  is  saying  “we 
will  no  longer  tolerate  drunk  driving.” 


FORT  LAUDERDALE  —  Refugees  from  Haiti,  many  of  whom  were  farmers  before  they  left  their  native  land, 
are  enrolled  in  a  new  “course”  on  how  to  farm  here.  The  instruction  is  sponsored  by  a  UM-related  urban 
ministries  program  on  land  leased  from  the  city  for  $1. 
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Refugees  retrofit  farm  skills  for  gardens 


FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  -  A  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  specialized  urban 
ministries  program  here  sponsors  a 
“course”  based  on  the  assumption  that 
“just  because  people  farm  doesn’t  mean 
they  know  how." 

The  “students”  are  Creole-speaking 
refugees  from  Haiti.  And  they  spend  30- 
hour  weeks  learning  job-related  English 
as  well  as  ornamental  horticulture  and 
edible  olericulture,  translated  simply  — 


how  to  grow  plants  and  vegetables. 

To  aid  their  practical  use  of  English, 
their  gardening  tools  are  boldly  labeled 
in  English.  An  interpreter  is  on  hand  to 
explain  concepts  when  a  single  word 
won’t  do. 

The  $64,000  program  is  part  of  a 
refugee  resettlement  plan.  Students 
receive  $1.75  per  hour  and  are  expected 
to  be  able  to  start  their  own  nursery, 
lawn  maintenance  or  other  agriculture- 


related  businesses.  Many  came  here 
from  Haitian  farms. 

The  “classroom”  garden  is  on  city 
property  cleaned  as  part  of  a 
redevelopment  project.  The  UM  ministry 
has  leased  it  for  $1  for  nine  months,  with 
an  option  to  renew  in  September. 

The  practice  plot  is  next  to  a  Church  of 
God,  whose  members  loaned  their 
building  for  classroom  Space  and  their 
driveway  for  access  to  the  garden. 


Slimmer  start  set  for  effort 
to  groom  women  candidates 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  An  ambitious 
nationwide  effort  to  find  and  groom 
women  candidates  for  public  office  will 
begin  this  summer  at  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s  annual  conference  schools 
of  mission. 

Democrat  and  Republican  party 
leaders  are  to  assist  in  showing  persons 
how  to  become  party  delegates  at  the 
local  and  state  levels,  what  opportunities 
are  available  in  the  parties  and  generally 
how  to  become  part  of  the  process  that 
politically  makes  things  happen. 

Then  next  year,  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  hopes  to  have  located  between 
5,000  and  6,000  women  to  go  through 
intensive  workshops. 

From  that,  says  Joyce  Hamlin, 


‘Nestle  boycott’  must  go  on,  says  global  board 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  The  United  Methodist 
mission  agency  voted  overwhelmingly 
last  week  to  continue  its  leadership  role 
in  the  six-year-old  “Nestle  boycott,”  thus 
continuing  a  stance  contrary  to  that  of 
the  denomination. 

And,  stung  by  charges  from  the  UMC’s 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  that  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  operating  on  a  double 
standard,  the  board's  directors 
unanimously  voted  to  stop  sharing  pre¬ 
liminary  data  with  the  task  force  about 
UM-related  hospitals. 

Preliminary  findings  from  a  survey  of 
65  such  hospitals  revealed  that  among 
the  first  21  responses,  most  were  found  to 
violate  the  World  Health  Organization 
(WHO)  code  on  the  marketing  of  breast- 
milk  substitutes,  said  the  Rev.  Philip 
Wogaman,  the  UMC’s  task  force 
chairman,  who  addressed  the  Global 
Ministries  directors. 

The  denominational  stance  on  the 
“Nestle  boycott”  —  adopted  last  fall 
■following  two  years  of  work  with  the 
Nestle  Corp.  by  the  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  —  is  that  Nestle  has  made  enough 
improvements  and  guarantees  in  its  for¬ 
mula  marketing  practices  so  that  the 
boycott  of  Nestle  products  should  not 
continue. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  voted  last  month  also  to  re¬ 
ject  the  denomination’s  stance. 

Anticipating  Global  Ministries  later 
vote  to  continue  the  boycott  until  Nestle 
follows  the  code  in  every  detail,  Dr. 
Wogaman  asked: 

“Would  anybody  urge  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  boycott  those  (UM)  hospitals  until 
their  compliance  is  strict,  universal, 
scrupulous  and  permanent?  Would  we 
assume  that  the  boards  and 
administrations  of  these  hospitals  could 


only  respond  to  the  pressure  of  a 
boycott?  We  think  not !  ” 

A  paper  later  adopted  by  Global 
Ministries  countered  Dr.  Wogaman  in 
several  areas: 

•  His  statements  are  based  on 
responses  from  only  21  of  65  hospitals 
surveyed,  the  rest  not  having  been 
returned. 

•  Global  Ministries  does  not  own  or 
operate  UM-related  hospitals. 

•  The  marketing  code  is  directed 
toward  manufacturers. 

The  denomination’s  task  force 
members  disputed  the  last  claim  in  their 
January  meeting  with  Global  Ministries 
officials. 

The  code  primarily  is  directed  toward 


nations;  it  also  has  sections  for  manu¬ 
facturers  and  five  articles  detailing 
what  health  facilities  should  and  should 
not  do  with  infant  formula,  the  task  force 
has  pointed  out. 

“Eighteen  of  the  first  21  hospitals 
which  have  responded  are  violating  at 
least  one  article  —  that  samples  be  distri¬ 
buted  only  for  infants  that  have  to  be  fed 
infant  formula,”  Dr.  Wogaman  told  the 
Reporter.  “I’m  surprised  that  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  knows  so  little  about 
the  code”  which  it  is  insisting  that  the 
Nestle  Corp.  follow  in  every  detail. 

The  Global  Ministries  report  says  its 
priority  is  to  participate  with  six  other 
denominations,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  many  other  organizations 


in  the  boycott  of  Nestle  and  to  encourage 
UM  annual  conferences  to  join  the  en¬ 
deavor  ( 31  of  73  ha  ve ) . 

“It’s  premature  to  hold  hospitals  to 
any  standards;  we’re  just  now  looking  at 
this,"  the  Reporter  was  told  by  the  Rev. 
Richard  Tholin,  head  of  Global 
Ministries’  boycott  review  committee. 

“Nestle  is  setting  a  standard  for  the 
infant  formula  industry”  and  has  made 
“significant  and  commendable”  steps 
toward  code  compliance,  his  committee 
report  states. 

The  main  contention  of  the  Global 
Ministries  stance  is  that  the  degree  of 
compliance  at  which  Nestle  is  operating 
when  a  boycott  is  called  off  is  likely  to  be 
the  best  any  manufacturer  ever  will  do. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


coordinator  of  the  effort,  “we  want  to 
identify  1,800  potential  political 
candidates.  We  want  to  follow  them,  look 
at  their  districts  and  see  what  offices 
they  can  hold  and  have  a  chance  of 
winning. 

“The  bottom  line  is  that  we’d  like  to 
have  250  of  them  running  for  office  by  the 
end  of  1984." 

The  Women’s  Division  will  look  at  the 
“track  records”  of  the  potential 
candidates  to  see  how  well  they  match 
the  division’s  stance  on  issues.  “We’ll 
ask  them  about  their  positions  on 
women's  and  children’s  concerns  of 
peace  and  justice,”  Ms.  Hamlin  says. 
“We  know  they  won’t  all  walk  the  whole 
line.” 

The  Women’s  Division  will  help  the 
projected  250  candidates  learn  the  ropes 
of  money  raising,  constituency  building 
and  other  skills  but  will  bow  out  before 
candidacy  is  declared  to  avoid  any 
partisan  involvement,  Ms.  Hamlin  says. 

“We  want  to  change  women’s  mindset 
that  keeps  them  from  thinking  about 


running  for  town  council  or  state 
legislature.  We’ve  made  a  filmstrip, 
‘Making  a  Difference,’  which  shows  how 
women  can  transfer  to  politics  the  skills 
they’ve  learned  and  used  in  their 
churches. 

“We  see  party  delegate  selection  as  a 
way  to  get  people  into  the  system,  to  be 
committed  to  good  government  and  to 
make  an  impact  on  the  needs  of  women, 
children  and  peace,”  Ms.  Hamlin  says. 

She  says  $25,000  has  been  set  aside  for 
the  training  but  that  much  of  the  cost  will 
be  recovered  through  fees  charged 
participants.  The  workshops  will  be  open 
to  anybody,  but  persons  with  strong 
Christian  convictions  will  be  more  likely 
to  fit  the  profile  set  by  the  Women’s 
Division  she  says. 

The  request  by  directors  of  the 
Women’s  Division  for  annual 
conferences  to  hold  workshops  this 
summer  came  during  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  its 
restructured  form. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Reporter’s  coverage  wins  award 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON  —  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  won  a  top  news  coverage  award 
from  the  Associate  Church  Press  last 
week  for  its  1982  coverage  of  the  Tchula, 
Miss.,  controversy. 

The  controversy  erupted  last  spring 
over  the  involvement  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
with  the  criminal  cases  of  Eddie  James 
Carthan,  a  black  former  mayor  of  Tchula, 
Miss.  The  reverberations  of  the  contro¬ 
versy  continue  into  1983. 

Judges  for  the  133-member  association 
of  religious  publications  said  of  the 
Reporter’s  coverage  that  it  was 
“persistent  and  comprehensive  in 
scope.”  The  17-piece  entry  won  the 
award  in  the  category  of  “in-depth 
coverage  of  a  current  issue,  newspaper.” 

The  award  citation  said  the  coverage 
presented  “both  local  reaction  and 


developments  in  denominational 
agencies,  giving  its  readers  knowledge  of 
the  differences  that  led  to  the 
controversy  and  the  implications  of  the 
divisions  caused  by  the  dispute. 

“These  stories  benefit  greatly  from 
first-hand  reporting,  and  both 
individually  and  in  the  aggregate,  this 
makes  for  authoritative  and  knowledge¬ 
able  reporting,”  the  judges'  citation  said. 

While  the  primary  reportage  for  the 
coverage  was  done  by  Roy  Howard  Beck, 
associate  editor,  every  member  of  the 
editorial  staff  was  involved  in  the 
development  of  news  analyses, 
background  articles  and  editorials 
during  the  pursuit  of  more  than  seven 
months  duration. 

Reportage  of  the  same  controversy 
won  an  Award  of  Merit  in'  a  non- 
denominational  magazine,  Christianity 
&  Crisis  for  an  article  by  Leon  Howell 
titled  “The  mayor,  the  murder  .  .  .  and 


the  Methodists.” 

Two  other  United  Methodist 
publications  won  awards  from  the  press 
absocialiun.  Ihe  Award  ot  Merit  lor 
“humor  in  print”  was  given  to  the  UM- 
clergy  journal,  Circuit  Rider,  for  "The 
United  Methodist  TV  Guide"  by  John  N. 
Brewster  which  was  called  “very  witty, 
clever,  effective  and  universally  funny.” 

Circuit  Rider  also  received  an 
honorable  mention  for  its  "Clergy 
Feedback”  column. 

Response,  the  magazine  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  organization,  won  an 
honorable  mention  in  photography  for  a 
photo  titled  “Women  and  Water.” 

The  “United  Methodist  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry  Campaign,”  was 
the  subject  of  a  news  article  winning 
honorable  mention  written  by  Jean 
Caffey  Lyles,  an  associate  editor  of  The 
Christian  Century  magazine,  and  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist. 
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Methodism  in  America  will  soon  celebrate  its  200th  anniversary  and  these  commemoratives  and 
many  more  can  help  mark  the  occasion.  Write  for  Cokesbury's  free  Bicentennial  Catalog. 
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Music  Box  Replica  of  Lovely  Lane  Chapel.  Music  box  of  fine  porcelain  4  V.T  high  which  plays  Amazing 
Grace.  Has  relief  lettering  on  back:  1984— 200th  anniversary  of  Mother  Church  of  American  Methodism.  Gift 
boxed  and  comes  with  Certificate  of  Authenticity.  B84-097513.  $24.95 

Fine  Porcelain  Plate:  Key  Figures  in  Early  Methodism.  Portraits  of  Wesley,  Asbury,  six  others  are 
fired  into  10"  plate  with  inscription:  American  Methodist  Bicentennial :  1784-1984.  Brown  on  white,  gold 
halo  border.  Inscription  on  back  gives  brief  account  of  founding  of  church  in  America,  Deluxe  gift 
boxed,  with  wall  hanger.  B84-097524.  $21.50 

Fine  Porcelain  Tea  Bell.  Bone  white,  4V4"  tall,  with  Wesley/Asbury  profiles  and  words:  American 
Methodist  Bicentennial  1784-1984.  Gift  boxed.  B84-097535.  $9.95 

Prices  subject  to  change  Transportation  extra  Add  sales,  tax  if  applicable. 
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Discipleship  emphases  adopted 

Local  churches  targeted  for  transformation ,  holiness  steps 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Three 
emphases  adopted  in  a  new  document 
last  month  by  the  governing  members  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  will 
set  the  future  course  of  the  agency, 
leaders  said  here. 

The  100-member  board,  chaired  by 
Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  Detroit,  had 
spent  most  of  its  previous  meeting  in 
October  working  with  staff  to  explore 


ways  the  agency  can  creatively  respond 
to  the  mandate  given  it  by  the  church. 

Adopted  unanimously  after  a  few- 
minor  changes,  the  document  calls  on  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  to: 

•  Help  motivate  and  empower 
congregations  to  be  reflections  of  and 
participants  in  God’s  continuing 
transformation  of  the  world. 

•  Assist  the  church  to  mature  in  the 


Wesleyan  spirit  of  holiness. 

•  Help  local  churches  develop  specific 
plans  for  participation  in  God’s 
transformation  process  in  the  world. 

In  addition  to  these  three  emphases, 
the  paper  stresses  the  importance  of 
worship  and  calls  on  the  board  to  initiate 
as  well  as  respond  to  reguests  for 
resources  and  programs. 

Under  the  first  emphasis  —  God’s 


New  high: 


Pension  board  OKs  top 
interest  distribution  rate 


CHARLESTON,  S.C.  (UMNS)  —  As 
controversy  swirls  around  organized 
religion,  “the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
thirsty  for  good  news,  and  you  have  given 
good  news  at  this  meeting.'' 

Thus  did  Gerald  K.  Hornung, 
Evanston,  Ill.,  top  executive  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Pensions, 
interpret  to  board  members  the 
significance  of  their  authorizing  interest 
of  12  percent  —  the  highest  annual  rate 
ever  _  to  be  credited  to  annual 
conference  and  individual  pension 
accounts  in  1983. 

The  interest  distribution  was  one  of 
several  items  of  good  news  when  the 
board  met  here  last  month : 

•  Announcement  of  $1.32  billion  in  the 
market  value  of  the  board’s  portfolio, 

•  A  reduction  in  the  unfunded  pension 
liability  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
for  the  first  time  in  at  least  10  years. 

The  $59  million  to  be  made  available 
through  the  special  distribution  is  in 
addition  to  a  $36  million  special  interest 
distribution  last  September,  Mr. 
Hornung  said. 

Commented  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield, 
Houston,  board  president:  “Less  than 
three  years  ago.  our  portfolio  stood  at 
$700  million;  today  the  figure  is  $1.3 
billion,  an  achievement  unparalleled  in 
pension  history.  The  credit  for  this  must 
go  entirely  to  Gerald  Hornung  and  his 
fine  staff.’’ 

Further  evidence  of  portfolio 
performance  came  in  Investment 
Committee  reports  which  showed  the 
portfolio  earned  at  an  annualized  rate  of 
12.5  percent  over  the  last  five  years. 


which  was  half  a  percent  above  the 
Merrill  Lynch  index  of  securities 
managers.  Both  stocks  and  bonds  were 
above  the  median  for  earnings  in  their 
fields,  and  the  12.5  percent  annualized 
rate  w(as  achieved  despite  a  9  percent 
inflation  rate  over  the  last  five  years, 
reports  showed. 

The  reduction  in  unfunded  pension 
liability  was  attributed  to  higher  deposits 
by  annual  conferences,  interest 
adjustments,  the  board’s  special  interest 
distributions  and  other  factors. 

The  board  acted  in  the  corporate  social 
responsibility  field  to  focus  and 
strengthen  its  witness  in  two  areas: 
South  Africa  and  minority  youth 
unemployment. 

Heretofore,  the  board’s  policy  had 
committed  it  to  stockholder  action  if  a 
company  in  which  it  holds  investments 
refused  to  adopt  the  Sullivan  Principles 
“or  some  form  of  its  equivalent."  The 
latter  phrase  was  removed,  so  that  now 
the  company  must  subscribe  to  the 
Sullivan  Principles  alone  to  avoid  board 
involvement.  The  Sullivan  Principles  are 
a  group  of  provisions  by  which  U.S. 
industries  in  South  Africa  fight  apartheid 
“within  the  system." 

The  Rev.  Allen  Mayes,  an  associate 
general  secretary,  reported  on  corporate 
responsibility  actions  regarding  South 
Africa,  including  some  companies  with 
which  the  board  has  filed  proxy  resolu¬ 
tions  seeking  Sullivan  compliance  —  one 
company  which  has  signed  the  principles 
again,  one  where  a  stockholder  resolu¬ 
tion  will  be  introduced  from  the  floor,  one 
with  which  management  conversations 


are  in  progress,  and  two  where  resolu¬ 
tions  reached  the  firm  too  late  for  action. 

The  board  reaffirmed  its  request  to 
companies  in  which  the  board  invests  to 
employ  ethnic  minority  youth.  It  asked 
companies  to  participate  in  the  new 
federal  Job  Training  Partnership  Act 
“through  which  an  economic  impact  can 
be  made  on  society  through  preparing 
unemployed  and  underemployed 
Americans  for  jobs,  and  especially  the 
unemployed  and  underemployed 
minority  American  youth  ” 

The  board  voted  to  add  61  companies  to 
its  universe  of  companies  approved  for 
investment.  Four  were  not  added 
because,  one  official  said,  of  their  high 
proportion  of  investment  in  defense 
contracts  or  alcohol. 

The  board  voted  to  offer  to  buy 
additional  space  at  the  1200  Davis  St. 
building  in  Evanston,  where  the  agency 
is  housed,  from  the  Division  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  The  division  has  yet 
to  act. 


transforming  presence  in  the  world  — 
the  paper  calls  on  the  board  to  encourage 
and  help  congregations  improve  their 
theological  skills.  “We  must  learn  the 
language  of  faith  and  the  language  of  the 
people  in  the  world  and  link  the  two 
together,”  the  paper  says. 

Declaring  that  “we  must  move  beyond 
talk,”  the  paper  urges  the  board  to 
support  congregations  in  their  ministries 
to  persons  individually  and  corporately. 

Under  the  second  emphasis  on 
Wesleyan  holiness,  the  document  warns 
against  ministering  to  community  and 
global  needs  while  neglecting  the 
hungers  of  the  inner  life  for  personal 
spirituality. 

Noting  that  churches  are  accomplish¬ 
ing  this  new  sense  of  community  through 
small  groups,  the  board  is  asked  to  en¬ 
courage  and  provide  resources  for  such 
activities.  It  is  also  noted  that  Wesleyan 
holiness  at  its  best  brings  together  the 
personal  and  social  dimensions  of 
discipleship. 

“One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  the 
churches  is  to  strengthen  the  laity  to  be 
disciples  where  they  live  and  work,”  the 
paper  continues.  “Many  roles  within  the 
structures  of  congregations  are 
important;  however,  the  primary 
ministry  of  the  laity  is  fulfilled  as 
disciples  in  vocational,  familial,  societal 
and  recreational  decisions.” 

Under  the  third  emphasis,  each 
congregation  is  called  to  define  its 
identity  “in  the  context  of  faith  and 
identifiable  needs  of  its  community  and 
of  people  within  the  congregations." 

The  paper  suggests  that  staff  members 
of  the  board  address  congregations  on 
the  basis  of  the  issues  in  ministry,  not 
simply  with  particular  programs. 


Bicentennial  minute 


By  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

In  April  1816,  the  first  General  Conference  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  convened  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Richard  Allen,  a  black  member  of  St.  George  Church, 
was  elected  first  bishop  of  that  body  which  had  sprung 
from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  racial  discrimi¬ 
nation  which  had  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  AME 
Church  was  followed  five  years  later  by  black  members 
of  John  Street  Church,  New  York  City,  founding  the  AME 
Zion  Church. 


UMC  ministry 
solutions  eyed 


ERLANGER,  Ky.  (UMNS)  -  Three 
recommendations  on  what  ministry  is 
and  how  the  church  should  be  engaged  in 
it  were  made  here  in  March  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

After  two  days  of  intensive  work,  the 
ecumenical  agency  recommended: 

•  The  order  of  deacon  as  a  transitional 
step  toward  the  order  of  elder  in  the  UMC 
should  be  terminated ; 

•  With  a  view  toward  study  of  the 
functions  of  ministry  in  the  next  century, 
the  General  Conference  should  form  a 
commission  on  the  theology  of  ministry 
to  report  to  the  1988  General  Conference 
on  the  subjects  of  ordination,  itineracy, 
annual  conference  membership  and 
various  forms  of  ministry ; 

•  The  UMC  should  explore  and  give 
integrity  to  the  permanent  diaconate. 

(The  UMC  presently  has  two  orders  of 


ordained  ministry  —  deacon,  which  is 
transitional,  and  elder.  The  church  also 
has  a  diaconal  ministry,  composed  of  lay 
professionals. ) 

The  three  recommendations  will  go  to 
the  Ministry  Study  Committee  which  is 
charged  with  recommending  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  moves  that  reflect 
“a  holistic  understanding  and  ordering  of 
ministry,  with  specific  response  to  a 
permanent  diaconate . 

The  Ministry  Study  Committee, 
appointed  after  the  1980  General 
Conference  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  will 
meet  in  May  to  work  on  what  is  expected 
to  be  its  final  report.  The  study 
committee’s  chairman,  the  Rev.  E.  Dale 
Dunlap,  dean  of  the  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  who 
attended  the  ecumenical  commission 
meeting  here,  welcomed  commission 
representation  at  the  May  meeting. 


Bishop  warns  against 
‘easy  money’  pensions 


CHARLESTON,  S.C.  (UMNS)  -  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  understand  that  providing 
for  economic  security  and  “raising 
money  for  pensions  is  the  easiest  money 
we  have  ever  had  to  raise,"  an  episcopal 
leader  said  here  last  month. 

Providing  for  pastors  is  in  one  sense 
good,  yet  in  another  “I  wonder  if  it  does 
not  represent  the  materialism  of  our 
culture  more  than  it  should,"  Bishop  Roy 
C.  Clark  of  the  Columbia  (S.C. )  Area  said 
at  a  dinner  attended  by  South  Carolina 
UM  leaders  and  members  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Pensions  (see  related 
story  above). 

A  “looking  after  our  church  and  our 
preacher"  mentality  is  getting  first 
priority  on  resources  over  the  missional 
involvements  of  the  church  in  many 
congregations,  he  said. 

Commending  the  pension  agency’s 
style  —  “you  understand  yourselves  as 
not  called  to  run  the  church  but  to  serve 
it,"  Bishop  Clark  said  that  understanding 
is  not  necessarily  typical  of  all  general 
agencies.  Down  at  die  grass  roots,  he 
added,  is  widespread  feeling  that  the 
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body  of  the  church  is  sometimes  viewed 
by  some  agencies,  if  not  as  an  enemy,  at 
least  as  other  than  an  ally. 

In  fairness,  he  observed,  “some  of  our 
agencies  have  assigned  missions  which 
by  their  nature  put  them  in  tension  with 
the  body  of  the  church.  That  tension  is 
needed  and  can  be  healthy  if  it  is  placed 
in  the  proper  context.  And  that  proper 
context  is  servanthood.  We  are  called  to 
a  prophetic  witness,  (but)  I  believe 
prophecy  ...  is  most  effective  when  it 
has  a  confessional  tone,  when  it  is 
witness,  not  condemnation  and  marked 
by  a  spirit  of  over  againstness.  Our 
prophetic  witness  should  be  in  the  context 
of .  .  .  building  up  the  body  of  Christ. 

Amplifying,  the  South  Carolina  leader 
said,  “those  who  feel  themselves  called 
—  either  officially  or  unofficially  —  to 
lead  the  church  to  new  understandings 
have,  in  my  view,  too  often  adopted  a 
political  as  over  against  a  pastoral  mode 
of  operation.” 

Declaring  the  church  should  not 
relinquish  visions  of  mission  and 
ministry  which  call  it  “out  of  its  localism 
and  its  complacency,"  Bishop  Clark 
pleaded  “for  a  style  which  is  interested 
not  just  in  what  w-e  get  done  for  our 
favorite  cause  in  the  world  but  what  we 
enable  the  church  to  become  and  do  as 
Christ’s  body. 

“I  see  general  boards  and  agencies  as 
able  to  offer  their  unique  insights  to  the 
church,  but  I  do  not  see  them  mounting 
politicized  efforts  to  force  decisions 
congenial  to  their  viewpoint  which  are 
not  yet  supported  by  the  mind  of  the 
church.  I  see  them  abiding  by  decisions 
of  the  church  even  when  they  are  not  yet 
what  some  may  feel  to  be  the  right 
decisions.” 


New  director  named 
for  UM  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  new 
director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  official  newsgathering  agency 
—  United  Methodist  News  Service  —  is 
Thomas  S.  McAnally,  42,  of  Nashville. 
For  the  past  14  years  he  has  directed 
UMNS’s  Nashville  Office. 

Mr.  McAnally  will  remain  in  Nashville, 
and  a  new  director  will  be  found  for  the 
Nashville  Office,  which  reports  activities 
of  the  general  boards  of  Discipleship, 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and 
Publications. 

First-quarter  support 
for  general  funds  rises 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  —  Financial 
support  for  national  and  worldwide 
programs  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  first  quarter  of  1983  was 
almost  8.4  percent  higher  than  in  the 
same  period  a  year  ago. 

The  church’s  General  *  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  said  here  on 
April  6  that  through  March  21  this  year  a 
total  of  $13,124,955  had  been  received  for 
the  18  funds  included  in  the  tabulation.  In 
1982  the  total  for  the  first  three  months 
was  $12,115,132. 

Black  clergy  woman 
to  head  evangelism  unit 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly,  a  black 
clergywoman  from  Richmond,  Va.,  who 
has  been  discussed  widely  as  a  candidate 
for  bishop  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  named  to  head  the 
evangelism  section  of  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Discipleship  here. 

Pastor  of  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  and  director  of  Church  Hill 
Urban  Ministries  in  Richmond,  Ms.  Kelly 
will  assume  her  new  position  here  in 
June.  She  will  succeed  the  Rev.  George 
G.  (Chuck)  Hunter  III,  who  became  dean 
of  the  new  E.  Stanley  Jones  School  of 
Evangelism  and  World  Missions  at  As¬ 
bury  Theological  Seminary,  Wilmore,  Ky. 

Ms.  Kelly,  formerly  on  the  staff  of  the 
Virginia  Conference  “Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  is  a  member  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries.  At  a  recent  national  meet¬ 
ing  in  Glorieta,  N.M.,  700  United 
Methodist  clergywomen  unanimously  en- 


the  church  today 


An  effective  church  needs  effective  resources. 

Like  these. 


Hymns  from  the  Four  Winds 

A  Collection  of  Asian  American 
Hymns  (Supplemental  Worship 
Resources  13) 

Here  is  a  very  special  hymn- 
book— one  designed  with  Asian 
and  Asian  American  church-goers 
in  mind.  The  music,  drawn  mainly 
from  the  Orient,  speaks  to  the 
worship  needs  of  a  long-neglected 
but  vital  part  of  our  church  family. 
Texts  in  English.  $6.95,  paper 

A  Guide  to  Church  Ushering 

Revised  Edition 

Totally  revised  and  enlarged, 
Homer  J.  R.  Elford’s  book  is  the 
complete  A-to-Z  guide  to  the 
wheres,  whens  and  hows  of  church 
ushering.  From  communions  to 
weddings,  all  the  essential  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  important  church 
function  is  included  here.  $4.50, 
paper 


The  Life  Experience  and 
Gospel  Labors  of  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Richard  Allen 

Now  a  new  generation  can  be 
inspired  by  the  engrossing  autobi¬ 
ography  of  the  first  black  person 
ordained  and  licensed  to  preach  in 
America.  $3.95,  paper 
The  Life  of  My  Years 
Prince  A. Taylor,  the  first  black 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  tells  of  the  struggles  that 
brought  change  to  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
$9.95,  paper 

These  new  volumes  complete 
the  Into  Our  Third  Century 
series: 

Tensions  in  the  Connection 

Issues  Facing  United  Methodism 
R.  Sheldon  Duecker  explores 


the  future  of  United  Methodism, 
giving  special  emphasis  to  “con- 
nectionalism” — the  unique  organi¬ 
zational  structure  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  $3.95,  paper 

To  Proclaim  the  Faith 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  “local 
church?”  And  how  does  such  a 
church  work  for  United  Metho¬ 
dism's  ideals  of  world  peace  and 
justice?  Alan  K.  Waltz  explores 
these  and  related  issues  in  the  final 
volume  of  this  important  series. 
$3.95,  paper 
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Press 

The  Book  Publishing  Department  of  The  United 
Methodist  Pubkehtng  House 


dorsed  Ms.  Kelly  as  a  nominee  for  the 
episcopacy. 

Music,  worship  gathering 
scheduled  for  July  3-9 

DALLAS  (UMNS)  —  “Foundations 
’83,"  a  national  convocation  for  music 
.  and  worship  leaders,  is  expected  to 
attract  more  than  1,000  persons  here  July 
3-9. 

Sponsored  by  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other 
Arts,  the  16th  biennial  meeting  will  be 
held  at  Southern  Methodist  University 
and  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church. 

David  Noble,  chairperson  of  the 
convocation  program  committee,  said 
the  event  would  focus  on  needs  of  both 
small  and  large  churches. 

Asbury  seminary  hosts 
teleconferencing  event 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  hosted  a  televised  continuing 
education  conference  to  coincide  with  the 
inauguration  of  their  fourth  president, 
David  L.  McKenna,  on  April  16. 

A  first  in  theological  education,  this 
seminar  was  carried  by  satellite  to 
numerous  areas  throughout  the  United 
States.  It  was  available  to  cable 
networks. 

Benevolent  fund  gives 
$25,000  to  Drew  University 

MADISON,  N.J.  -'The  Vivan  G. 
Crummey  Benevolent  Fund  of  Oakland, 
Calif.,  has  given  $25,000  in  memory  of 
Bishop  Edwin  Holt  Hughes  for  the  United 
Methodist  Archives  and  History  Center 
on  the  campus  of  Drew  University.  The 
$2. 75-million  center  houses  the  foremost 
collection  of  Methodist  materials  in  the 
world. 

The  archives  and  history  center  is  one 
of  four  projects  included  in  the  building 
phase  of  a  $14. 6-million  capital 
development  program  underway  at 
Drew  University.  * 

Scarritt  appoints  two 
to  church  music  faculty 

NASHVILLE  —  Steven  Kimbrough, 
internationally,  known  baritone  and 
biblical  scholar,  and  Sandra  Willetts, 
acting  director  of  the  Nashville 
Symphony  Chorus  and  director  of  choral 
activities  at  Middle  Tennessee  State 
University  in  Murfreesboro,  will  join  the 
faculty  of  the  church  music  department 
at  UM-related  Scarritt  College  beginning 
with  the  fall  semester  1983. 

Mr.  Kimbrough  has  been  appointed 
resident  artist  and  associate  professor  of 
church  music.  He  will  teach  church 
music  history,  liturgies  and  voice.  Ms. 
Willetts  has  been  appointed  associate 
professor  of  church  music  and  choral 
conducting.  She  will  teach  choral 
conducting  and  direct  the  college’s 
choral  ensembles. 

Wilma  Jensen,  who  joined  the  church 
music  department  faculty  in  1981,  is 
professor  of  church  music  and  will  chair 
the  department  for  1983-84.  She  leads  the 
organ  emphasis  of  Scarritt’s  Master  of 
Church  Music  degree  program. 

Congregation  completes 
fire-delayed  construction 

DESOTO,  Texas  —  The  congregation 
of  First  UMC  here,  whose  nearly- 
completed  sanctuary  was  destroyed  by 
fire  Sept.  30,  1982,  occupied  its  new  new 
sanctuary  for  the  first  time  Easter 
Sunday. 

The  fire  caused  an  estimated  $250,000 
in  damages,  but  there  were  no  injuries. 
DeSoto  is  a  suburb  south  of  Dallas. 

Discipleship  board  favors 
continuing  ethnic  emphasis 

NASHVILLE  -  The  UM  Board  of 


Discipleship  overwhelmingly  adopted  a 
resolution  here  last  month  asking  that 
the  1981-84  missional  priority  — 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church"  —  be 
continued  through  the  next  quadren- 
nium. 

The  vote  came  on  recommendation  of 
the  board's  ethnic  minority  local  church 
task  force.  A  counter-proposal,  based  on 
recommendation  from  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  asked  for  a 
priority  entitled  “Strengthening  the 
Local  Church  for  Witness  and  Mission." 
The  vote  in  favor  of  continuing  the 
current  emphasis  was  approximately 
three  to  one. 

UM  ecumenical  agency 
supports  media  responses 

CINCINNATI  —  The  UM  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  meeting  here 
last  month  supported  a  proposal  aimed 
at  “presenting  a  balanced  and  truthful 
picture  of  the  church’s  activities, 
including  challenges  to  false  or  distorted 
reports.” 

The  action  was  identical  to  one  taken 
simultaneously  in  Williamsburg,  Va.,  by 
the  General  Commission  on  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications.  The  two  agencies 
are  expected  to  ask  for  $75,000  each  this 
spring  from  a  general  contingency  fund 
to  pay  for  the  media  strategies  and 
public  relations  activities. 

Duke  University  installs 
new  divinity  school  dean 

DURHAM,  N.C.  —  Duke  University 
installed  the  Rev.  Dennis  M.  Campbell  as 
the  tenth  dean  of  its  divinity  school 
April  7. 

Dr.  Campbell  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Jameson  Jones,  who  died  unexpectedly 
last  summer.  Dr.  Campbell  had  been 
director  of  continuing  education  at  Duke 
Divinity  School.  The  school  is  one  of  13 
seminaries  related  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

College  plans  program 
for  young  religion  scholars 

ANNVILLE,  Pa.  —  UM-related 
Lebanon  Valley  College  here  will  host  a 
youth  scholars  in  religion  program  July 


17-22.  Church  leaders  are  invited  to 
nominate  potential  candidates  preferably 
high  school  juniors  —  by  May  1. 

The  program  will  introduce  students  to 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic,  Jewish  and 
Eastern  Orthodox  traditions.  The 
program  is  limited  to  15  students  and 
costs  $100  per  student. 

Computer  users’  group 
issues  first  newsletter 

DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church  Computer  Users’  Network 
unveiled  its  newsletter  with  a  Spring  1983 
edition  just  ahead  of  its  recent  first 
meeting  here. 

The  newsletter,  named  CCUN  and 
featuring  a  “rising  sun”  graphic  figure, 
includes  articles  by  persons  familiar 
with  current  and  potential  applications  of 
computer  technology  to  churches. 

Health,  welfare  association 
names  full-time  director 

SAN  DIEGO  —  The  UM-related 
National  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  will  have  its  first  full¬ 
time  executive  director  starting  May  1. 
He  is  Robert  Wilner,  former  president  of 
Billings  (Mont.)  Hospital. 

The  association  had  been  served  part- 
time  by  an  executive  with  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
agency.  The  new  position  is  one  part  of  a 
change  in  the  association’s  relation  to  the 
church  and  its  own  program  of 
leadership  development  for  persons 
related  to  health  and  welfare  programs. 

National  workshop  to  feature 
drama  in  local  church 

NASHVILLE  -  West  End  UMC  here 
will  host  a  National  training  program  for 
church  drama  ministries  Aug.  8-12. 

Workshop  areas  are  directing  and  pro¬ 
ducing  the  church  play;  directing  chil¬ 
dren’s  plays  and  musicals;  directing 
church  musicals;  scenery;  lights;  cos¬ 
tuming;  drama  and  worship;  creative 
dramatics;  creative  movement,  and 
Christmas,  Easter  and  church  plays. 
There  also  will  be  a  symposium  on  the 
use  of  drama  with  education,  recreation 
and  worship. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the  host 
church’s  drama  ministries  committee. 
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SIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

MAKE  MONEY.  HELP  BUILD  CHURCHES.  Do 
both  at  the  same  time  through  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A. 
Langston,  Room  303-L,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y., 

NY  10115. 

DIRECTOR  OK  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  church  of  1.200  members.  Work  with  all  ages  with 
youth  emphasis.  Salary  negotiable,  commensurate 
with  training  and  experience.  First  U  nited  Methodist 
Church,  Box  522,  Gallatin.  TN 37066 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326A  .Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-264? 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  and  Youth 
Ministries.  1,500  members  in  fast-growing  area  of 
Florida.  Send  resume,  including  education 
background,  training,  experience  and  recent  photo. 
Full-time,  salary  negotiable  based  on  experience, 
education  and  specific  skills.  Send  information  to: 
Rev.  Brad  Dinsmore,  Lake  Magdalene  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa, 
FL  33618. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203. 

WANTED:  Minister  to  Youth/ Young  Adults/Pro¬ 
gramming:  2,800  member  church;  multiple  staff 
position;  adjacent  to  Oklahoma  City  University; 
Salary  negotiable,  compensation  package  included, 
ordained  or  diaconal  minister  preferred.  Position 
available  June  t,  1983.  Send  resume  to  Robert  L. 
Allen,  Senior  Minister,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  1401  N.  W.  25.  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73106.  Ij 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Education  or 
Evangelism  at  1,100-m ember  UM  church.  Desire 
experience  with  all  age  choirs,  handbells,  and 
experience  in  educational  program  or  evangelism 
outreach.  Job  description  available.  Masters 
preferred.  Salary  negotiable  in  range  of  $18,000  to 
$22,000  Resume  to  St.  Mark  UMC.  301  W  Pecan. 
McAllen.  TX  78501  or  call  <  512  )  682-1481. 

CHURCH  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  part-time.  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  Midland,  Texas.  Send 
resume  to  Alan  Delafield,  4501  Thomason,  Midland, 
Texas 79703  (  9151694-2544  Applications  to  May  15th. 

WANTED:  VIGOROUS  CHRISTIAN  MAN,  oi  couple 

as  renter -caretaker  of  small,  secluded  farmstead  in 
Southern  Illinois  Shawnee  National  Forest,  available 
June  1.  Rent:  pay  some,  earn  some.  Particulars: 
Telephone  (618i  462-4340,  Dr.  Charles  C  Ryan 

WANTED  -  DIRECTOK/M1N1STER  ol  Christian 
Education  to  assume  responsibility  for  the 
educational  program  of  a  968-member  congregation 
in  the  Pecos  Valley  of  New  Mexico.  Person  must  be 
mature,  creative,  willing  to  work  as  a  member  of  a 
team,  have  the  ability  to  plan,  execute,  recruit,  and 
train.  Total  package  $20,000.00.  Position  open  June  1. 
Contact  Rev  David  Robertson,  Box  499.  Arlesia, 
New  Mexico  88210.  telephone  (505  )  746-3535. 

FOR  SALE:  A  B.  DICK  675  converted  copy  machine 
plus  A.  B  Dick  electrostatic  conversion  unit  for 
offset  masters.  Walnut  Hill  UMC,  10066  Marsh  Lane, 
Dallas.  TX  75229,  357-5656. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  music  ministries/ 
organist.  Responsibilities:  accomplished  organist, 
director  of  choirs  for  all  ages  and  music  ministry. 
Salary  negotiable.  Position  available  August  1.  Uni¬ 
versity  community  of  25,000.  Send  resume  with 
references  to  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  1212 

W.  Calhoun,  Macomb.  IL 61455 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  needed:  An 
enthusiastic  newly  retired  pastor  to  fill  a  part-time 
position  in  our  rapid-growth  area  (beautiful 
Southwest  Florida).  Send  resume  to  Leslie  E.  Rabb, 
Sr.  Pastor;  Cape  Cora)  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  549,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33910. 

METHODIST  CHURCH  SEEKING  youth  director 
for  active  Jr  &  Sr.  Highs.  BA  or  MA  preferred  with 
some  Christian  Education  courses  Job  description 
and  salary  negotiable.  Contact  Peggy  Patrick.  P.O 
Box  350,  Weatherford,  OK  73096.  <  405  )  772-5565.  ' 

NATIONAL  MUSIc,  PERSONNEL  service  for 
churches  needing  qualified  musicians  (organists, 
choir/music  directors,  etc.)  —  our  70th  year.  Box 
13985,  Gainesville,  FL  32604  (  904  )  376-9055.  Lutton 
Music  Personnel  Service,  Inc. 
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Guidelines  Given 
for  LP&L  Refunds 


Groundbreaking  Becomes  a  Reality 


It  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
that  the  procedure  of  the  Louisiana 
Power  and  Light  Company  in  sending  out 
refunds  to  their  customers  may  cause 
some  question  where  ministers  have 
moved  or  where  the  parsonage  utilities 
account  is  in  the  name  of  the  church. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  President  of 
the  Council,  suggests  that  the  following 
guidelines  be  followed  in  handling  the 
refund : 

1.  The  refund  should  go  to  the  person 
who  paid  the  account  to  the  Louisiana 
Power  and  Light  during  the  time  period 
covered  by  the  refund. 

2.  Where  a  person  receives  a  refund 
that  covers  a  period  in  which  they  were 


not  at  that  appointment  or  were  not  at  the 
appointment  all  the  year  covered  by  the 
refund,  the  person  receiving  the  refund 
should  take  responsibility  to  give  the 
proper  proportion  of  the  refund  to  the 
person  who  did  pay  the  bill. 

3.  If  the  parsonage  utilities  are  listed 
under  the  name  of  the  church  and  the 
refund  is  received  by  the  church  but  the 
utilities  were  actually  paid  by  the 
ministers,  the  church  should  give  the 
refund  to  the  minister  who  paid  the 
account.  Where  more  than  one  minister 
was  involved  over  the  years  covered  by 
the  refund,  the  amount  of  the  refund 
should  be  shared  proportionately  by  all 
the  ministers  who  served  at  that 
appointment  during  the  years  involved. 


Committee  on  Disaster  Relief  Meets 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Downlink  for  Sale 

Is  your  church  interested  in 
purchasing  a  satellite  downlink?  A 
special  price  is  being  offered  for  a 
limited  time  only.  For  more  information, 
contact  W.  Dwight  Ramsey  (504  )  346- 
1646. 


A  service  for  the  groundbreaking  for  the  rebuilding  of  Lafon  Home  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  the  United  Methodist  Church  was  held  Sunday,  April  17  at  3  p.m. 
in  New  Orleans  on  the  site  where  the  nursing  facility  was  previously  located  from 
1949-77. 

The  service,  attended  by  250  ministers  and  lay  persons,  was  conducted  by  the 
chairman,  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  leading  in  the 
official  act  of  groundbreaking  with  board  members  and  persons  representing  the 
conference  and  the  immediate  community  participating. 

Other  participants  included  Mr.  Thomas  Jasper,  representing  Governor  David  C. 
Treen,  the  Honorable  Ernest  N.  Morial,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  the  Rev. 


George  M.  Alfred,  pastor  of  Brooks  church.  Dr.  W.  D  Boddie.  District  Superintendent 
of  the  New  Orleans-Slidell  district,  and  the  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  New  Orleans-Houma  district.  The  music  was  rendered  by  the  sanctuary 
choir  of  Brooks  Church  with  Henry  E.  Adams  Jr.,  director. 

The  Home,  established  in  1867  as  “The  Methodist  Asylum  of  the  Methodist 
Espiscopal  Church,”  was  incorporated  December  1,  1886,  and  on  January  29,  1895  an 
amendment  to  the  original  charter  changed  the  name  to  “The  Lafon  Old  Folks  Home 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church”  after  Thorny  Lafon,  a  black  man  and  medal  artist 
by  trade,  who  donated  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  the  institution. 

The  contractor  is  Echelon  Construction  Company  of  New  Orleans. 


Blackwater  Church 
Helps  Flood  Victims 


International  Lesson  Series 


Immediately  following  the  devastating 
floods  that  struck  Southeast  Louisiana 
recently,  the  Blackwater  United 
Methodist  Church  agreed  to  allow  the 
American  Red  Cross  to  open  a  Disaster 
Service  Center  in  the  church 
gymnasium. 

The  Red  Cross  has  completed  a 
damage  assessment  which  indicates  that 
2,198  families  in  East  Baton  Rouge 
suffered  some  degree  of  flood  damage. 
They  estimate  that  when  all  claims  have 
been  processed  they  will  have  spent  up  to 
i.4  million  dollars  in  this  area. 

The  center  at  Blackwater  UMC 
became  operational  on  Monday,  April  11, 
processing  applications  from  the  Central 
community.  To  date,  Red  Cross 
volunteers  have  worked  out  of  this 
center.  Eight  of  these  are  from  the  State 
of  Lousiana.  The  other  18  are  from  other 
states,  some  as  far  away  as  Nebraska, 
Minnesota,  Indiana  and  Florida.  So  far 
these  volunteers  have  registered  220 
needy  families  and  have  supplied  them 
with  food,  clothing  and  bedding. 

The  service  manager  has  indicated 


n 

Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  left,  pastor  of 
the  Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church 
stands  with  Mrs.  Vial  Fontenot,  a  Red 
Cross  volunteer  from  Valparaiso, 
Florida,  in  front  of  the  Blackwater 
Gymnasium  which  is  being  used  as  a  Red 
Cross  Service  Center. 


that  this  center  will  probably  remain 
open  for  a  period  of  three  or  four  weeks. 
In  addition  to  loaning  its  facilities, 
members  of  the  Blackwater  UMC  have 
served  as  volunteers  and  have  given 
food,  clothing  and  bedding. 


Successful  Singles  Retreat  Held 


Under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  a 
Singles  Retreat  was  held  at  Horseshoe 
Drive  UMC  in  Alexandria  on  Saturday, 
April  9.  Over  100  singles,  representing  22 
different  churches  in  the  state  and 
ranging  in  age  from  23  to  65,  participated 
in  the  one-day  event. 

According  to  U.S.  News  and  World 
Report,  there  are  approximately  19 
million  singles  in  America  today,  which 
is  a  78  percent  increase  in  the  past  12 
years.  As  this  number  grows,  our  nation 
is  altering  its  course  to  provide  for  this 
life-style.  New  services  are  now  being 
offered  for  the  “live  alones"  in  the 
housing  industry,  in  the  merchandising 
market  and  in  the  specially-packed  foods 


industry.  Because  of  the  growing  need  to 
minister  to  singles,  the  Church  is  also 
endeavoring  to  provide  for  the  needs  of 
these  persons. 

Dr.  Richard  Murray,  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
was  the  resource  leader  for  this  retreat. 
Workshops  were  conducted  in  the 
afternoon  dealing  with  such  subjects  as 
developing  a  singles  ministry,  coping 
with  loneliness  and  depression  and  the 
Church  and  singles. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  John 
Winn  and  the  Rev.  Carol  Cotton-Winn,  a 
very  inspirational  worship  service 
brought  this  event  to  a  close.  Activities 
for  singles  on  a  conference  level  are 
planned  for  the  future. 


Fascinating  Financial  Facts 


•  The  contributions  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  make  up  the  largest  single 
source  of  funds  (35  percent)  to  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  for  its  work  at  home 
and  abroad.. 

•  The  two  terms  "World  Service”  and 
“Church  World  Service”  '  are  not 
synonymous.  World  Service  is  the 
General  Benevolence  Fund  through 
which  all  general  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  funded. 

Church  World  Service  is  the  service 
arm  of  the  ecumenical  body,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  through  which 
funds,  including  some  of  those  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 


Acts  16:9-18  (also  read  Galatians  3:28, 
the  Key  Verse  for  this  lesson ) 

( Lesson  for  May  1 , 1983 ) 

(The  purpose  of  the  lesson,  as  given  by 
Dr.  Carter,  is  to  “see  how  the 
breakthrough  in  Macedonia  affected  the 
role  of  women  in  the  church.”  Therefore 
it  is  hoped  that  your  classroom  study  will 
involve  much  open  discussion  and 
response  to  pertinent  questions  found  in 
Dr.  Carter’s  analysis  of  the  lesson. ) 

Paul  was  taking  the  gospel  to  the  world 
but  his  world  seemed  to  be  limited  to 
Asia.  Jewish  history  and  tradition  came 
from  Asia  and,  to  some  extent,  Africa.  So 
early  missionary  efforts  were  confined  to 
that  part  of  the  world.  Yet,  Paul  was 
restless  with  the  energy  and  drive  of  a 
man  on  fire  for  Christ.  He  kept  moving, 
witnessing  to  God’s  saving  grace  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

He  must  have  felt  extremely  frustrated 
when  the  Holy  Spirit  restrained  him  from 
going  into  Bithynia.  Simultaneously  with 
this  restraint  came  a  command  to  cross 
over  into  Macedonia,  thereby  taking  the 
gospel  into  what  is  now  Europe. 

The  early  Church  was  experiencing 
many  changes.  Here  in  Macedonia  the 
Church  was  entering  a  new  continent 
with  different  cultures,  philosophy, 
beliefs,  customs  and  traditions.  And  one 
of  the  important  factors  in  the  Church’s 
successful  bridging  these  differences 
was  the  involvement  of  women.  In 
particular,  we  must  remember  the 
contribution  of  a  business  woman  named 
Lydia,  a  woman  who  had  studied  the 
faith  of  Judaism  but  who  had  not  become 
a  Jew,  a  woman  who  upon  hearing  the 
gospel  proclaimed  by  Paul  eagerly 
became  a  follower  of  Jesus. 

Lydia  was  a  respected  businesswoman 
but  the  involvement  of  women  in  church 
leadership  was  an  unheard  thing.  In  the 
Jewish  tradition,  women  were  almost 
totally  ignored.  A  very  few  were 
prophetesses  but  none  could  be  priests  or 
leaders  of  synagogues.  Women  were 
admired  and  cared  for  but  not  respected 


for  their  mental  capability.  Women  were 
considered  property  to  be  owned  by  men. 

An  example  is  the  slave  girl  whom 
Paul  healed  of  mental  disorder.  Barclay 
explains  that  the  ancient  world  had  a 
strange  respect  for  people  who  were 
mentally  deranged  (the  ancients 
believed  that  the  gods  took  away  their 
minds  so  that  the  mind  of  the  gods  could 
be  infused ) .  So  the  slave  girl  was  allowed 
some  freedom  but  she  was  still  property 
of  men  and  her  unscrupulous  owners  took 
advantage  of  her  condition,  using  her  for 
their  own  personal  financial  gain.  When 
Paul  healed  her,  Paul  and  Silas  were 
imprisoned.  Why?  Because  Paul,  as  a 
Christian,  had  challenged  the  system  and 
attacked  the  vested  interests  of  evil  men. 

No  doubt  this  slave  girl  made  a  great 
influence  on  the  early  Church  in 
Macedonia.  There  was  great  value  even 
in  a  slave  girl.  Rapidly  other  women 
began  to  enter  and  influenced  the 
Church.  Reading  in  Paul’s  letters,  we 
find  many  references  to  women  which 
indicate  the  important  roles  they  played. 
Looking  into  history,  we’re  grateful  for 
women  such  as  Monica  (mother  of 
Augustine)  and  Susannah  Wesley  who 
influenced  the  course  of  history. 

Why  have  women  ever  been  considered 
“inferior”  to  men?  Why  have  they  had 
such  a  hard  struggle  to  be  recognized  as 
equal  in  the  Church  for  surely  God  has  no 
ranks  or  strata  in  his  “organizational 
structure?”  Women  have  always  been 
as/or  more  sensitive  to  need  and  efficient 
in  their  ministry  than  most  men  (witness 
the  beautiful  mission  of  women  through 
the  United  Methodist  Women  and 
predecessor  organizations).  With  women 
assuming  more  and  more  positions  of 
leadership  in  the  Church  and  performing 
well,  isn’t  it  time  that  we  paid  heed  to 
Paul’s  words,  “There  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  there  is  neither  slave  nor  free, 
there  is  neither  male  nor  female  ;  for  you 
are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  ” 

If  we  are  to  continue  the  breakthrough 
which  began  in  Macedonia,  we  must 
truly  be  one  in  Christ  Jesus,  neither  male 
nor  female  but  Christian. 


Second  Volume  of  Women’s 
History  Available  at  Cokesbury 


(UMCOR),  are  channeled  for 
international  relief  and  development. 

•  When  you  give  to  an  Advance 
Special,  100  percent  of  your  contribution 
is  given  to  the  specific  program  you 
designate.  No  money  is  diverted  for 
administrative  costs;  that  comes  from 
apportioned  funds  designated  for 
administrative  costs. 

In  memoriam 

The  Rev.  James  T.  Garrett  died  on 
April  6,  1983.  The  Rev.  Garrett  held  a 
ministerial  appointment  until  he  was  90 
years  of  age. 


The  invaluable  contributions  of  women 
to  the  Wesleyan  tradition  and  to  religious 
life  in  general  are  further  explored  in 
“Women  in  New  Worlds,  Volume  Two,” 
recently  published  by  Abingdon  Press 

“Women  in  New  Worlds”  helps  us  to 
understand  that  changing  relationships 
between  men  and  women  and  new 
opportunities  for  the  ministry  of  women 
in  the  church  did  not  originate  with  the 
present  generation,  but  are  rooted  in  the 
events  of  one  and  two  centuries  ago  — 
events  that  are  celebrated  in  the  current 
anniversaries  of  United  Methodism,” 
comments  co-editor  Rosemary  Skinner 
Keller. 

The  20  essays  included  in  the  book  were 
first  presented  at  the  1980  “Women  in 
New  Worlds”  conference  in  Cincinnati. 
Ohio.  That  conference  was  the  first  to 
focus  on  the  heritage  of  women  in  a 
major  American  denomination  and  the 
first  ever  sponsored  by  a  historical 
agency  of  a  mainline  Protestant  church 
(the  Women’s  History  Project  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  of  the  United  Methodist  Church ) . 


Like  those  in  the  previous  volume,  the 
essays  focus  on  the  historical 
participation  of  women  in  the 
denominations  that  were  later  to  form 
The  United  Methodist  Church;  namely, 
the  Evangelical  Association,  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ. 

The  various  sections  of  the  book 
include:  attitudes  and  ideologies  behind 
women’s  church  roles;  clergy  wives; 
national  missions  and  social  reform; 
foreign  missions  and  cultural 
imperialism;  and  male  attitudes  toward 
women. 

“Publication  of  this  second  volme,” 
says  Keller,  “is  a  notable  event  in  the 
recovery  of  the  true  and  lively  history  of 
the  Wesleyan  tradition  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  women  in  British,  German,  and 
American  religious  life  on  the  other.” 

Keller  is  associate  professor  of  religion 
and  American  culture  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  and  a 
member  of  the  Woodridge  U.M.C. 


The  Conference  Committee  on  Disaster  Relief  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge. 


The  Conference  Committee  on 
Disaster  Relief  met  on  Thursday,  April 
14.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  District 
Superintendents  from  the  affected  flood 
areas,  and  ministers  from  the  flood  areas 
met  to  discuss  how  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Louisiana  Conference,  would 
respond  to  the  needs  of  the  flood  victims. 
After  covering  the  Guidelines  below,  it 
was  decided  that  the  following  persons 
would  be  the  designated  contact  person 
in  the  affected  flood  areas : 

NO/S  District  —  Rev.  Tom  Howes, 
Rev.  La  el  Jones; 

NO/H  District  —  Rev.  Stephen 
Fleming  and  Rev.  Steven 
Spurlock; 

BR/L  District  —  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher 
and  Rev.  Willis  Dear; 

BR/H  District  —  Rev.  Lonnie  Sibley. 

The  Rev.  John  Sewell  will  §e  the  UMC 
representative  with  regard  to  Interfaith 
work  done  in  the  future. 

These  persons  were  given  designated 
monies  to  be  used  to  help  flood  victims,  in 
addition  to  aid  which  the  Red  Cross  and 
Federal  government  is  supplying. 

There  was  a  report  given  by  the 
District  Superintendents  concerning 
church  and  parsonage  damage.  At 
present,  church  and  parsonage  damage 
is  confined  to  Baton  Rouge/Hammond, 
New  Orleans/Slidell  and  New 
Orleans/Houma  districts.  It  is  hoped  the 
National  Division  of  Church  Extension 
can  help  these  churches. 

If  you  have  questions  or  financial  and 
human  needs  the  church  can  meet, 
please  feel  free  to  call  these  contact 
persons  or  the  District  Superintendents. 


GUIDELINES  for  the  administration  of 

assistance  by  the  Conference 

Committee  on  Disaster  Relief: 

1.  An  account  of  all  monies  and 
expended  will  be  kept  by  disaster  relief 
committee  members  or  representatives. 

2.  No  duplication  of  assistance-aid  by 
other  agencies  such  as  Red  Cross  and 
FEMA  will  be  repeated. 

3.  Referrals  and  verification  of  need 
from  other  agencies  will  be  accepted. 

4.  Aid  will  not  be  restricted  to  United 
Methodists. 

5.  There  will  be  a  limit  of  $500  per 
family  per  disaster. 

6.  Guidelines  from  UMCOR  manual 
should  be  consulted  in  assessment  of 
need  and  administration  of  aid. 

7.  Final  authority  on  all  administered 
funds  will  be  the  chairperson  of 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

8.  There  will  be  no  salaries  paid  from 
this  fund.  Volunteers  only  will  be  used  in 
administration  of  funds. 

9.  The  location  of  need  will  be  the  site  of 
distribution. 

10.  Guidelines  for  reimbursement  of 
volunteers  personal  expense  will  be  that 
of  Louisiana  Conference. 

11.  Committee  will  publicize  its  efforts 
in  areas  of  need. 

12.  Assistance  will  go  only  to  victims  of 
disaster  until  funds  are  exhausted. 

13.  Assistance  will  not  be  only  for 
physical  needs. 

14.  Monies  undistributed  will  revert 
back  to  Conference  disaster  fund. 

15.  Some  exceptions  to  above  rules 
may  be  granted  after  consultation  with 
local  area’s  District  Superintendent 
and/or  Conference  Chairperson  of  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 


Pomeroy 
Receives  Grant 


Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  James  Professor 
of  Religion  at  Centenary  College,  has 
been  awarded  a  grant  to  participate  in 
studies  of  the  Renaissance  and 
Reformation,  a  workshop  under  the 
auspices  of  The  Mellon  Regional  Faculty 
Development  Program. 

The  workshop  will  be  held  June  6-24  at 
Vanderbilt  University  and  will  be  led  by 
Mary  Jane  Doherty,  Robert  Mode  and 
Luigi  Monga,  all  of  Vanderbilt.  They  will 
explore  historical  foundations  for 
understanding  the  Renaissance  mind  in 
literary  texts,  artistic  productions  and 
philosophical  approaches. 


Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy 
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Editorial 


Refugees,  compassion  and  ‘sanctuary’ 


How  should  the  church  respond  to  the 
increasing  numbers  of  persons  who,  in 
desperation,  are  fleeing  the  strife-filled 
situation  in  Central  America  and  illegally 
entering  the  United  States  in  search  of 
refuge? 

We  provided  detailed  reports  in  our 
April  16,  April  30  and  May  14,  1982  issues 
regarding  the  growing  number  of  refu¬ 
gees  entering  the  U.S.  by  an  “under¬ 
ground  railroad”  from  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala,  and  the  corresponding  effort 
to  persuade  U.S.  churches  to  provide 
them  with  “sanctuary.”  Both  movements 
have  gained  momentum  during  the  en¬ 
suing  year. 

Two  United  Methodist  agencies  —  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  — 
sought  to  address  this  situation  at  their 
recent  meetings.  Due  to  the  importance 
of  the  issues  raised  by  these  statements, 
we  are  publishing  the  full  text  of  the 
Church  and  Society  resolution  elsewhere 
on  this  page,  followed  by  indications  of 
how  the  Global  Ministries  resolution 
resembles  and  differs  from  it  (see  also 
articles  in  UMR’s  April  15  and  April  22 
issues). 

Similar  but  different  approaches 

After  noting  that  the  commitment  of 
Christians  to  love  and  justice  can  require 
the  taking  of  unpopular  stands,  the 
Church  and  Society  resolution  concludes 
that,  as  an  expression  of  compassion, 
all  congregations  should  seriously  con¬ 
sider  engaging  in  an  act  of  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  by  “providing  sanctuary  to  the 
Central  American  refugees  and  any 
other  persons  whose  lives  seem  to  be  in 
jeopardy  as  they  face  deportation.” 

In  contrast,  the  resolution  approved  by 
Global  Ministries  omitted  this  call,  and 
replaced  it  with  several  ways  in  which 
Christians  are  urged  actively,  but  legal¬ 
ly,  to  show  compassion  for  such  persons. 

We  affirm  the  desire  of  both  agencies 
to  express  Christian  compassion  to 
persons  in  need.  Of  the  two  resolutions, 
however,  we  consider  the  version 
approved  by  Global  Ministries  to  be  the 
more  responsible  guide  for  action. 

TTie  Church  and  Society  resolution  re¬ 
flects  the  basic  thinking  of  the  sanctuary 
movement  including  its  defects.  First,  it 
portrays  a  very  complex  and  ambiguous 
situation  in  simplistic  and  unambiguous 
terms.  Some  officials  in  our  government 
appear  mistakenly  to  look  upon  the  civil 
strife  in  Central  America  as  simply  an 
ideological  conflict  between  communism 
and  democracy.  It  is  no  less  mistaken, 
however,  to  suggest  that  Christian  com¬ 
passion  should  lead  Christians  uncriti¬ 
cally  to  disobey  the  law  and  to  give  sanc¬ 
tuary  to  persons  who  have  entered  this 
country  illegally. 

Laws  have  valid  function 

Our  nation  has  immigration  laws,  one 
function  of  which  is  to  prevent  social, 
economic  and  political  chaos.  Those  laws 
establish  provisions  —  rightly  or  wrongly 
—  under  which  persons  may  enter  the 
U.S.  It  is  indisputable  that  major 
portions  of  the  populations  in  El  Salvador 
and  sevesal  other  Central  American 
nations  currently  are  victimized  by  life- 
threatening  civil  strife.  It  is  not  clear 
that  most  who  have  fled  from  those 
countries  and  sought  refuge  in  the  U.S. 
are  eligible  to  stay  under  current  laws 
Despite  undocumented  claims  by  some 
proponents  of  the  sanctuary  movement, 
few  of  the  refugees  interviewed 
confidentially  by  the  Reporter  last  year 
indicated  they  fled  their  homelands  in 
fear  of  persecution  or  torture.  Amnesty 
International  —  noted  for  its  even- 
handedness  in  assessing  human  rights 
violations  —  has  been  able  to  document 
only  two  cases  of  deported  persons  being 
targeted  for  death.  The  United  Nations 
High  Commissioner  on  Refugees  has 


never  declared  that  refugees  from  El 
Salvador  should  automatically  be  consid¬ 
ered  eligible  for  political  asylum. 

Social  Principles 
seemingly  disregarded 
Second,  the  Church  and  Society  resolu¬ 
tion  exhibits  little  ev  idence  that  its  pro¬ 
ponents  have  grappled  seriously  with  our 
church’s  position  on  civil  disobedience 
(see  page  100  of  the  1980  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline).  According  to  that  position,  Chris¬ 
tians  are  obligated  to  respect  civil  laws 
even  when  they  are  considered  unjust, 
and  to  exhaust  all  legal  resource  before 
resorting  to  acts  of  civil  disobedience. 
Even  when  a  Christian  decides  on  grounds 
of  conscience  that  an  unjust  law  must  be 
disobeyed,  respect  for  the  law  is  still  to  be 
shown  by  willingly  accepting  its  conse¬ 
quences. 

"All  legal  recourse"  obviously  has  not 
been  exhausted  with  respect  to  refugees 
who  have  entered  the  U.S.  illegally  from 
Central  America.  So  long  as  legal  avenues 
remain  open  for  addressing  perceived  in¬ 
justices,  a  sweeping  call  for  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  appears  inappropriate  to  church 
law,  and  suggests  a  disrespect  for  civil  law. 

Calculating  the  ‘costs’ 

The  potential  “cost"  of  such  actions  is 
not  limited  to  providing  food  and  shelter 
for  persons  in  need.  It  is  a  felony  offense 
to  help  illegal  aliens  evade  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Natu¬ 
ralization  Service,  which  could  result  in 
fines  of  up  to  $10,000,  and/or  a  jail  term  of 
up  to  five  years.  The  credibility  of  the 
church’s  witness  also  is  at  stake. 

One  of  the  most  divisive  debates  in 
United  Methodist  history  occurred  fol¬ 
lowing  passage  of  a  1968  General  Confer¬ 
ence  resolution  affirming  non-violent 
civil  disobedience  as  one  means  for 
Christians  to  confront  social  injustice. 
That  debate  revealed  that  many  United 
Methodists  could  conceive  of  no  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  Christians  should 
disobey  our  nation’s  law. 

A  legitimate  form  of  witness 

We  support  the  resort  to  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  as  a  legitimate  form  of  Christian 
witness  under  the  clearly  unusual  circum¬ 
stances  described  in  our  church’s  Social 
Principles.  We  likewise  affirm  the 
church’s  tradition  of  providing  sanctuary 
for  persons  who  are  facing  the  threat  of 
unjust  seizure  or  persecution  by  civil  au¬ 
thorities.  We  believe  Christians  should  be 
prepared  unapologetically  to  follow  and 
defend  these  principles. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  challenge  the 
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wisdom  or  the  faithfulness  of  those 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters  who,  in 
concrete  situations,  carefully  weigh  all 
factors  and  decide  to  extend  sanctuary  in 
defiance  of  U.S.  law  to  Central  American 
refugees.  History  reveals  numerous 
examples  of  Christians  who  have  recog¬ 
nized  and  responded  to  the  will  of  a 
higher  Authority  much  more  quickly  than 
their  peers  or  their  nation’s  lawmakers  — 
one  instance  being  another  "underground 
railroad’’  which  helped  slaves  escape  to 
freedom  during  the  19th  century. 

It  is  something  else,  however,  for  a 
church  agency  to  advocate  wholesale  dis¬ 
regard  for  civil  law  without  clearly  articu¬ 
lating  why  such  action  is  appropriate  to 
the  circumstances.  The  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  resolution  —  if  followed  —  is  likely 
to  produce  rrjore  polarization  than  com¬ 
passion  among  the  church’s  members, 
followed  by  more  internal  strife  than  ex¬ 
ternal  witness  to  our  faith  in  Christ. 
Ultimately  it  could  easily  produce  more 
heartbreak  than  help  for  the  refugees  by 
encouraging  even  greater  numbers  of 
persons  to  flee  the  strife  of  their  home¬ 
lands  in  pursuit  of  a  refugee  status  in  the 
U.S.  to  which  they  are  not  entitled. 

Legal,  compassionate  alternative 

The  modified  resolution  adopted  by  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  appears  to  recognize  these 
dangers  and  to  avoid  them.  In  place  of  a 
call  for  widespread  civil  disobedience,  the 
Global  Ministries  resolution  provides  a 
solid  list  of  ways  in  which  Christians  can 
respond  compassionately  to  the  plight  of 
refugees  without  breaking  the  law.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Global  Ministries  state¬ 
ment  stops  short  of  suggesting  that  per¬ 
sons  involved  in  the  sanctuary  movement 
are  misguided,  and  offers  to  provide 
counsel  to  those  seriously  considering 
such  involvements. 

We  believe  the  positions  advocated  by 
both  Global  Ministries  and  Church  and 
Society  are  deserving  of  widespread  dis¬ 
cussion  across  the  church.  Members  of 
every  United  Methodist  congregation 
should  consider  the  plight  of  the  refugees 
pouring  into  the  U.S.  from  Central  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  become  advocates  on  their  be 
half  in  the  ways  outlined  by  the  Global 
Ministries  resolution. 

Further,  we  believe  Christians  should 
seek  to  persuade  the  executive  and  legis¬ 
lative  branches  of  our  nation’s  govern¬ 
ment  to  recognize  that  economic  aid  and 
political  reform  are  as  necessary  as  mili¬ 
tary  aid  —  or  more  so  —  if  the  conditions 
producing  the  flow  of  refugees  out  of  coun 
tries  like  El  Salvador  are  to  be  rectiiied. 


Two  resolutions  address  refugee  issue 

Church  and  Society  advocates  i sanctuary 9 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  a  meeting  last  month  United  Meth¬ 
odism's  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  adopted  a 
resolution  encouraging  United  Methodist  congregations 
seriously  to  consider  providing  sanctuary  for  persons  who 
have  illegally  entered  this  country  from  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala  (see  related  editorial  elsewhere  on  this  page).  The 
resolution  called  the  proposed  action  an  act  of  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  that  is  "an  expression  of  compassion,  a  symbol  of 
resistance  against  injustice  and  a  sign  of  hope."  The  resolution 
is  printed  below  in  its  entirety: 

At  various  times  in  history  the  Christian  church  has  been 
called  upon  to  give  concrete  evidence  of  its  commitment  to 
love  and  justice  by  taking  a  stance  even  when  it  seems  to  be 
contrary  to  public  opinion.  The  Christian  tradition  is  based  on 
the  premise  that  God  is  the  source  of  life.  This  life,  while  in  the 
process  of  evolving  relies  upon  the  care,  protection  and 
sustenance  of  the  Creator. 

Through  Jesus’  parables  the  gospels  reveal  to  us  the 
importance  that  God  places  on  human  life. 

In  the  Refugee  Act  of  1980,  the  U.S.  Congress  adopted  as  law 
the  standard  of  the  U.N.  Conventions  of  Protocol  Relating  to 
Refugees.  According  to  this,  the  U.S.  should  accord  refugee  or 
asylum  status  to  persons  who  cannot  return  to  their  country  of 
origin  because  of  persecution  or  fear  of  persecution  for 
reasons  of  race,  religion,  nationality,  membership  in  a 
particular  social  group  or  political  opinion. 

In  this  desperately  important  situation,  the  theological 
significance  of  sanctuary  emerges  with  clarity  and  power. 
First,  for  congregations  to  give  sanctuary  to  Salvadoran  and 
Guatemalan  refugees  is  an  expression  of  compassion.  For 
people  of  faith  these  refugees  are  not  aliens  but  are  our  sisters 
and  brothers.  The  consequences  of  deportation  to  these  our 
neighbors  are  so  brutal  that  persons  of  sensitized  conscience 
must  cry  out  in  protest. 

The  meanings  of  sanctuary  are  high  and  powerful.  In  our 
times  as  in  previous  times,  our  places  of  worship  are  needed  as 


places  of  protection.  As  we  respond  to  the  urgent  need  of 
Salvadoran  and  Guatemalan  refugees  in  our  midst,  sanctuary 
is  an  expression  of  compassion,  a  symbol  of  resistance  against 
injustice  and  a  sign  of  hope.  In  these  ways  sanctuary  is  a 
faithful  response  to  the  liberating  God  who  calls  us  into 
solidarity  with  the  oppressed.  Congregations  are  advised  to 
reflect  on  the  implication  of  this  act  of  civil  disobedience 
against  the  light  of  the  gospel. 

Therefore,  as  an  expression  of  their  faith  in  God  seeking 
justice  and  love  for  their  neighbor,  we  call  upon  all 
congregations  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  give  serious 
consideration  to  providing  sanctuary  to  the  Central  American 
refugees  and  any  other  persons  whose  lives  seem  to  be  in 
jeopardy  as  they  face  deportation. 

We  commend  all  congregations  which  have  already  taken 
seriously  the  mandate  to  do  justice  and  have  opened  their 
doors  to  offer  sanctuary  to  those  lives  whose  only  alternative 
seems  to  be  death;  and  we  also  commend  those  congregations 
that  are  seeking  to  address  this  agonizing  concern. 

Adopted  March  26.  2983  by  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  This  resolution  represents  the  position  of  the  General 
Board  and  not  necessarily  the  position  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Only  the  General  Conference  speaks  for  the 
denomination.  I 

Note  from  Church  and  Society  Political  &  Human  Rights  Staff: 

Additional  resources  to  explain  the  need  for  sanctuary,  the 
legal  conditions  involved  in  providing  sanctuary,  and 
information  about  the  experiences  of  churches  offering 
sanctuary  may  be  obtained  from : 

1 .  Church  World  Service,  Immigration  and  Refugee  Program 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  666,  New  York,  NY  10115 

2.  Inter-Religious  Task  Force  on  El  Salvador  and  Central 
America,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  633,  New  York, 
NY  10115 

3.  Chicago  Religious  Task  Force  on  Central  America 
407  Dearborn  Street,  Room  370,  Chicago.  IL  60605 


Global  Ministries  urges  legal  alternatives 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  also  adopted  a  resolution  earlier  this  month 
which  addresses  the  circumstances  of  illegal  aliens  in  this 
country  from  Central  America.  The  first  six  paragraphs  of 
the  Global  Ministries  statement  are  virtually  identical  — 
except  for  the  words  “first-asylum  seekers’’  replacing  “Salva¬ 
doran  and  Guatemalan”  —  to  the  Church  and  Society  resolution 
printed  above.  Unlike  the  Church  and  Society  version,  the 
Global  Ministries  document  does  not  call  on  congregations  to 
provide  sanctuary  in  violation  of  the  law,  but  urges  United 
Methodists  to  engage  in  an  active  advocacy  campaign  via 
legal  channels  on  behalf  of  aliens  who  face  deportation.  The 
conclusion  of  the  Global  Ministries  statement  is  printed  below 
beginning  with  the  seventh  paragraph. 

We  commend  all  congregations  which  have  already  taken 
seriously  the  mandate  to  do  justice  and  have  opened  their 
doors  to  offer  sanctuary  to  those  persons  whose  only 
alternative  seems  to  be  death;  and  we  also  commend  those 
congregations  that  are  seeking  to  address  this  agonizing 
concern. 

Therefore,  as  an  expression  of  our  faith  in  God  seeking 
justice  and  love  for  our  neighbor  .  .  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (calls)  upon  local  congregations  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  engage  in  active  advocacy  cam- 


paign  and  to  call  upon  the  United  States  government; 

a.  to  guarantee  full  due  process  rights  for  all  asylum 
seekers. 

b.  to  commit  itself  to  the  principle  of  non-refoulement 
(no  forced  return  when  life  is  in  jeopardy)  in  relation 
to  those  who  seek  asylum  in  this  country. 

c.  to  put  an  end  to  all  actions  which  exert  pressure  upon 
asylum  seekers  to  leave  U.S.  without  delay  when  they 
are  seeking  refuge  here,  or  which  intercept  them  on 
the  seas  or  outside  the  borders  of  the  U.S.  in  order  to 
prevent  their  entry. 

d.  to  seriously  consider  granting  to  Salvadorans  and 
other  Central  Americans  seeking  refuge  in  this 
country  the  privilege  of  "extended  voluntary 
departure”  until  they  can  return  home  with 
reasonable  degree  of  safety. 

e.  to  grant  legal  entrant  status  to  Haitian  refugees  who 
arrived  between  October  10,  1980  and  June  29,  1982, 
the  date  of  Federal  Judge  Spellman’s  court  order 
releasing  them  from  detention. 

For  churches  seriously  considering  to  provide  sanctuary  to 
the  Central  American  refugees  and  any  other  persons  whose 
life  seems  to  be  in  jeopardy  as  they  face  deportation,  the  Board 
upon  request  will  clarify  implications  and  offer  informational 
advice  for  such  ministry. 


UMR’s  NCC  report:  ‘superior  journalism’ 


To  the  Editor; 

Recent  issues  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  covering  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  controversy  represent  supe¬ 
rior  journalism  and  a  most  significant 
contribution  to  our  church. 

In  the  midst  of  charges  and  counter¬ 
charges.  you  have  cut  through  the  verbi¬ 
age  to  provide  information  and  analysis 
on  the  key  issues. 

You  have  helped  us  to  replace  heat 
with  light,  and  emotion  with  information 
and  reason. 

You  have  opened  the  door  for  us  to 
build  stronger  and  more  faithful  ecu¬ 
menical  relationships  and  ministries. 
May  God  help  us  do  that ! 

Ezra  Earl  Jones 
Nashville.  Tennessee 

Truth-telling  commended 

To  the  Editor; 

Thank  you  for  your  most  helpful  and 
illuminating  articles  on  the  NCC.  I  know 
of  nothing  that  has  done  more  to  clarify  a 
confusing  problem  and  to  put  into  calm 
and  objective  terms  an  emotional  issue. 

May  others  take  a  leaf  from  your 
notebook  —  the  Reader’s  Digest  for  ex¬ 
ample,  and  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy!  Both  are  in  need  of  a  genu¬ 
ine  concern  for  truth  as  of  value  in  itself, 
whether  or  not  it  serves  ideologies  of  the 
left  or  the  right.  You  have  now  taken 
your  place  with  Amnesty  International 
and  “The  Christian  Science  Monitor"in 
this  regard. 

I  wish  more  people  took  to  heart  the 
axiom  quoted  by  Arthur  Koestler  as  a 
signal  of  his  break  with  communism;  “A 
harmful  truth  is  better  than  a  useful  lie.” 
How  painful  it  is  to  all  of  us.  whether 
partisans  of  left  or  right,  believe  that  a 
truth  which  hurts  our  side  might  still  be 
better  than  a  lie  that  helps  it. 

Roy  DeLamotte 
Augusta,  Georgia 

Fairness  appreciated 

To  the  Editor; 

Thank  you  for  the  in-depth  reporting  on 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
April  1  and  April  8  issues.  It  seems  that  no 
one  else  was  going  to  do  the  job.  I  appreci¬ 
ate  your  fairness  and  courage  to  do  the  job. 

Max  Lartz 
Morgan,  Minnesota 

Reports  even-handed 

To  the  Editor  : 

The  Reporter’s  two-issue  report  on  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  piece  of  journalism,  one  that 
should  be  emulated  by  the  secular  press. 
You  have  demonstrated  that  all  the  sig¬ 
nificant  facts  and  truths  of  a  matter  can¬ 
not  be  found  and  reported  within  the 
bounds  of  a  daily  or  weekly  deadline. 

The  demand  to  meet  a  deadline,  and 
hopefully  ahead  of  a  competing  news 
medium,  has  meant  that  we  have  not 
been  as  well  informed  about  some 


current  events  as  we  should  be. 
Television  news  compounds  the 
inadequacy  by  favoring  what  can  be 
pictured  (in  action,  preferably)  to  the 
exclusion  of  what  is  too  abstract  to  be 
illustrated;  so  that  someone  moving 
around,  carrying  a  placard,  or  passing 
an  offering  plate  assumes  a  prominence 
often  unjustified. 

Your  report  was  calm,  measured  and 
even-handed;  and  I  did  hear  some  nails 
being  struck  on  their  heads. 

Richard  E.  Hickman 
South  Houston,  Texas 

Thanks  for  great  effort 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  comprehensive, 
balanced,  comprehensible,  truly  outstand¬ 
ing  interpretive  analysis  of  the  NCC-IRD 
controversy  (Reporter,  April  8). 

I  hope  that  it  will  be  heard,  understood, 
accepted  and  acted  upon. 

Thank  you  for  a  great  effort ! 

David  L.  Wilson 
Richmond,  Virginia 

NCC  investigation  blasted 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  investigating  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  expressed  a  tragic 
lack  of  perspective  and  an  outright  at¬ 
tack  on  what  it  is  to  be  engaged  in  the 
liberating  Gospel  of  Christ  in  the  20th 
Century. 

First,  you  had  a  top  headline  of  a  4-1 
imbalance  indifference  to  leftist  abuses. 
Further  down,  you  yourself  say  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  year  the  ratio  has  been  2  to  l. 
Shouldn’t  that  have  been  the  headline? 

Second,  you  in  your  findings  about 
myth  and  plot  said  it  was  a  myth  that 
there  is  a  plot  attacking  the  ecumenical 
organizations  and  take  at  face  value  the 
denial  of  IRD  leaders  that  there  is  no 
plot.  Do  you  think  that  IRD  leaders  would 
come  right  out  and  say  that  there  is  a 
plot?  Of  course  not. 

Third,  an  excellent  contextual  article 
is  buried  at  the  bottom  of  page  3,  “Writer 
finds  major  unsung  story.”  Here  is  the 
essential  picture  of  what  is  done  with 
only  a  few  cents  per  member  from  par¬ 
ticipating  churches. 

Fourth,  there  is  a  failure  to  see  that  a 
group  such  as  the  NCC  has  a  special  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  speak  and  act  relative  to 
the  geographical  area  it  covers.  It  is  no 
wonder,  then,  that  there  would  be 
greater  focus  on  modes  of  oppression  of 
the  poor  in  that  area  rather  than  in  other 
areas.  It  would  be  interesting  to  ask  the 
IRD  if  they  have  done  any  action  that  has 
actually  liberated  the  oppressed  anywhere? 

Lastly,  there  is  the  need  to  remember 
that  the  Christian  perspective  is  that  of 
being  prophetic  and  being  rejected  as  we 
try  to  bring  about  a  more  just  world.  Do 
the  opponents  not  want  us  to  carry  out 
the  call  to  “love  your  enemies”?  Do 
those  who  oppose  really  want  to  create 
systems  that  share  the  earth’s  resources 
with  all  the  people  or  do  their  salaries 


^SOMETIMES,  LIFE  IS 
ITS  OWN  BEST  i 
EVANGELIST  [GULP)r 

—F^JUCK. 


and  lifestyles  show  them  buying  into  and 
wishing  to  maintain  their  affluence  while 
the  great  masses  of  the  world  remain 
oppressed? 

Again,  the  report  does  not  develop  the 
perspective  from  the  view  of  the  compas¬ 
sionate  and  crucified  Christ. 

John  L.  Hudson 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Now  investigate  WCC 

To  the  Editor: 

You  are  to  be  greatly  complimented  on 
the  investigative  reporting  which  was 
done  and  revealed  in  the  Reporter’s  last 
two  issues  (April  1  and  April  8).  It  must 
have  taken  some  courage  to  walk  into  the 
"inner  sanctums"  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  also  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy. 

Some  of  us  were  becoming  more  and 
more  troubled  by  the  shadowy  reports 
and  invective  against  the  United  States, 
and  it  was  a  relief  to  get  some  solid 
information  which  could  be  trusted  for  its 
objectivity.  Your  efforts  should  result  in 
a  much-needed  overhaul  of  the  NCC  and 
should  certainly  include  a  flow  of  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  its  activities  to  the 
people  of  the  denominations  which 
support  it  and  to  the  population  at  large. 
We  appreciate  your  efforts  and  thank  you 
for  them. 

A  troubling  fact  is  that  the  World  Cou¬ 
ncil  of  Churches  must  operate  in  much 
the-same  way,  but  is  yet  farther  from  any 
accountability  to  us.  Yet  it  exists  through 
our  contributions.  Our  denomination 
should  demand  changes  in  method  and 
attitude  from  those  people  too.  We  hope  a 
similar  investigation  might  be  made  of 
this  group  too. 

Neva  Martin 
Rochester,  Minnesota 

A  great  service  to  church 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  grateful  to  you  and  your  staff 
for  your  investigation  of  the  current  con¬ 
troversy  surrounding  some  actions  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Yours  is 
the  only  objective  attempt  I  have  seen 


which  tries  to  find  where  the  truth  lies.  In 
the  midst  of  accusations  and  "knee-jerk” 
details,  you  alone  in  the  upper  echelons 
of  the  church  have  taken  seriously  the 
concerns  of  laypersons  like  myself. 

You  seem  to  be  aware  that  many  of  the 
issues  raised  have  been  of  concern  to 
many  laypeople  for  a  long  time,  and  have 
just  been  brought  into  focus  by  the  re¬ 
cent  publicity. 

Since  reliable  information  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain,  you  have  done  a  great 
service  by  starting  an  investigative  pro¬ 
cess.  I  heartily  commend  you  for  this 
action,  and  pray  that  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  will  follow  your  lead  and  appoint  a 
“Blue  Ribbon"  committee  to  carry  on. 

Betty  Kernaghan 

Cupertino,  California 

NCC  president  affirms 

and  clarifies  report 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  express  my  appreciation  for 
the  remarkable  energy  and  resource  rep¬ 
resented  in  your  April  1  and  8  issues  of 
the  Reporter  as  you  have  attempted  to 
report  on  the  current  attacks  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ. 
You  have  covered  a  sweeping 
waterfront.  Although  I  might  disagree 
with  certain  of  your  emphases  and  impli¬ 
cations,  you  have  rendered  a  real 
service,  and  I  am  grateful. 

I  regret  that  you  did  not  refer  more 
prominently  to  the  Presidential  Panel 
authorized  during  the  last  triennium.  It 
was  appointed  early  in  1982  and  has  been 
wrestling,  honestly  and  constructively, 
with  many  of  the  issues  your  assortment 
of  articles  explores.  It  began  dealing, 
long  before  the  present  fuss  and  fury, 
with  matters  related  to  fiscal  account¬ 
ability,  governance,  public  image  and 
the  relationship  of  the  Christian  faith  to 
culture. 

There  is  one  impression  I  must  correct. 
In  your  April  1  issue,  the  item  titled 
“NCC  must  speak  louder,  president 
says”  conveys  the  unmistakable  im¬ 
pression  that  I  was  selected  to  bring  a 
balance  to  the  NCCC  that  was  previously 
lacking.  So  far  as  I  know,  that  particular 
motive  was  not  a  part  of  the  process.  I 
was  not  privy  to  the  discussions  leading 
to  my  nomination.  I  would  guess,  how¬ 
ever,  that  I  was  selected  because  I  was  a 
United  Methodist  (it  was  our  turn),  a 
bishop  (the  title  wouldn’t  hurt),  a  mid- 
westerner  (“475”  seemed  suspect  to 
some)  and  I  was  identified  with  certain 
of  the  issues  that  were  consistent  with 
NCCC  positions.  The  word  "balance” 
was  never  suggested  to  me  when  I  was 
approached. 

One  paragraph  in  that  article  was  es¬ 
pecially  misleading.  You  said,  "He 
( meaning  me )  and  others  are  doing  some 
‘heavy  behind  the  scenes’  work  to  deal 
with  questions  of  imbalance.”  The  impli¬ 
cation  was  clear  I  was  lobbying  (arm 
twisting,  if  you  please)  stall  and  board 


members  to  mend  their  ways.  Not  so!  I 
did  say  I  had  talked  with  Nestle  execu¬ 
tives  (  attempting  to  bring  the  boycott  to 
an  end),  Control  Data  executives 
(related  to  our  witness  in  Korea)  and 
Russian  Orthodox  church  leaders  (re¬ 
moved  from  the  glare  of  the  media  spot¬ 
light)  seeking  to  deal  with  sensitive 
issues  confrAiting  the  NCCC.  I  happen  to 
believe  that  “quiet  diplomacy,”  i.e. 
reasonable  conversation,  based  upon 
mutual  respect,  is  preferable  to  adver¬ 
sary  roles  and  win/lose  situations.  Of 
course,  I  enter  into  conversations  with 
staff  members  and  heads  of  communions 
sharing  my  feelings  and  convictions,  but 
that  would  be  true  of  any  responsible 
elected  leader. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ,  though  far  from  perfect  (as  is 
any  institution  or  person),  has  long  been 
concerned  about  the  integrity  of  its 
ministry.  It  is  not  one  more  secular, 
politicized  voice.  Rather,  it  seeks  to  both 
reflect  the  will  of  its  32-member 
communions  and  to  be  faithful  to  the 
Word  of  God  and  the  gospel  of  Christ  in  a 
violent,  splintered  world. 

James  Armstrong  . 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Thoroughness  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  excellent  coverage  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the  In¬ 
stitute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  in 
recent  issues  of  the  Reporter.  I  appreci¬ 
ate  your  very  thorough  and  balanced 
treatment.  Bonneau  Murphy 

Jasper,  Texas 


POSITIONS  OPEN 

We  are  looking  for  two  persons  to  fill 
special  roles  on  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  staff.  We  are  looking  for 
persons  with  a  high  energy  level,  an 
active  Christian  commitment,  and  a 
willingness  to  relocate  in  Dallas. 
EDITORIAL  STAFF 
We  have  an  opening  for  someone  with 
a  combination  of  newspaper  layout/de¬ 
sign  experience,  abilities  in  rewrite, 
copy  reading,  and  photography 
(including  darkroom  work),  and  basic 
reporting  and  writing  skills. 

PROMOTION 
We  have  an  opening  for  a  person  with; 
proven  promotional  skills,  the  ability  to; 
engage  in  effective  dialogue  with; 
United  Mehtodists  of  every  bent,  a; 
thorough  working  knowledge  of  the 
church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how  a; 
newspaper  can  enhance  the  church’s 
ministry. 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  fits  either 
of  these  profiles,  contact  Dan  Louis. 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  221076.  Dallas,  TX  75222  or  (214) 
630-6495. 

Alt  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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People 

in  the 
news  . . . 

Getting  ready  for  Olympics 

A  United  Methodist  minister.  The 
Rev.  J.  Bond  Johnson,  56,  of  Long 
Beach,  Calif.,  has  been  named  to  the 
Citizens  Advisory  Commission  for  the 
1984  Summer  Olympics  in  Los 
Angeles. 

The  purpose  of 
the  500-member 
committee  is  to 
serve  as  a  liaison 
between  the  com¬ 
munity  and  the 
1984  Olympics  of¬ 
ficials  during  the 
planning  and  exe¬ 
cution  of  the 
games,  Dr.  John¬ 
son  said.  Bond  Johnson 

“This  will  be  the  site  of  a  multi-mil¬ 
lion  dollar,  international  event.  But  it 
is  also  the  place  where  ordinary 
people  live  and  work  every  day,"  he 
said.  “The  advisory  commission 
works  with  planners  to  keep  the  lines 
of  communications  open  and  to  let 
people  know  how  this  event  will  affect 
their  community." 

An  active  member  of  California 
Heights  UMC,  Dr.  Johnson,  a  clinical 
psychologist,  serves  on  the 
commission’s  publicity  and  public 
relations  sub-committee  headed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Paramount  Pictures. 

Earlier  this  month  a  recom¬ 
mendation  that  $20,000  for  an  ecu¬ 
menical  ministry  at  the  Summer 
Olympics  be  sought  from  the  United 
Methodist  World  Service  Contingency 
Funds  was  forwarded  by  the  UMC's 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
United  Methodism’s  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  plans  to 
participate  in  the  ecumenical 
ministry. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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Historical  jcast  •  examined  for  today’s  Church  members 


‘Positive’ 

wording 

offered 

NEWARK,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  In  an 
attempt  to  make  a  “positive"  statement 
On  human  sexuality  and  its  practices  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  proposed 
irfeerting  the  phrase  “fidelity  in 
mawiage  aiifl  celibacy  in  singleness" 
into" “The  Book  of  Discipline"  at  six 
points. 

.  “At  this  point  in  the  denomination’s 
history  we  are  recommending  that  we  do 
not  ordain  self-avowed,  practicing 
homosexuals,"  said  the  Rev  David  J 
Lawson,  pastor  of  Carmel  ilnd.)  UMC 
chairperson  of  the  legislative  committee 

Asked  to  define  these  phrases,  Mr. 
Lawson  said,  “Celibacy  in  singleness 
means  people  who  are  not  married  will 
not  be  sexually  active." 

He  said  the  committee  was  not  trying 
to  say  whether  a  person  was  homosexual, 
but  was  referring  to  the  practice  of 
homosexuality. 

The  division  approved  inserting  the 
phrase  into  sections  of  “The  Discipline” 
dealing  with  qualifications  for 
ordination,  admission  to  annual 
conference,  requirements  lor  associate 
ministers  and  probationary  members,  a 
hew  section  on  “certified”  candidates  for 
ordained  ministry,  and  the  footnote  to  the 
present  section  on  ordained  ministry 
(para.  404). 

The  proposed  changes  will  go  to  the 
legislative  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  (BHEM) 
and  from  there  to  the  interagency  task 
force  on  legislation  for  the  1984  General 
Conference  of  the  church. 

The  division  agreed  local  pastors 
should  be  lay  members  of  the  annua i 
conference  but  asked  the  legislative 
committee  to  think  again  about  how  to 
give  them  a  vote  without  requiring  a 
constitutional  amendment. 

The  division  recommended  that  the 
current  provisions  be  rewritten  so 
termination  and  administrative  location 
of  ministers  would  be  integrated  into  one 
process;  that  church  trial  legislation  be 
rewritten  to  include  the  experience  of  the 
.last  four  years,  and  that  provision  be 
Imade  for  the  termination  of  bishops  in 
:  the  same  way  all  other  clergy  are  treated. 

:  The  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
; agreed  to  propose  legislation  to  require 
;an  executive  session  when  ministerial 
; members  of  a  conference  consider  the 
; fitness  of  ministers. 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  Professors, 
scholars  and  historians  had  their  “go"  at 
the  history  of  American  Methodism  here 
April  7-9,  and  the  result  was  what  one 
person  called  "a  bountiful  feast  of 
scholarship.” 

The  “feast"  was  served  up  to  some  200 
persons  so  well  schooled  in  their  subjects 
that  names  and  dates  familiar  to  most 
United  Methodists  were  hardly 
mentioned.  They  were  taken  for  granted. 

To  the  contrary,  these  scholars  could 
toss  off  a  phrase  like  “the  historic 
situation  is  too  well  known  to  need  a 
lengthy  exposition  here,"  and  none 
bothered  to  challenge  the  assumption. 

This,  the  first  of  two  bicentennial 
consultations  on  American  Methodist 
history  scheduled  this  year,  focused  on 
the  ministry.  The  other  Aug.  17-20  in 
Atlanta  will  focus  on  Wesleyan  theology, 
with  the  Council  of  Bishops  among  its 
sponsors. 

The  consultation’s  purpose,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Donald  Treese  of  the  co¬ 
sponsoring  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  was  “to  explore  the  historical 
roots  that  have  sustained  United 
Methodism  through  two  centuries.” 

Drew  University’s  Dr.  Kenneth  E. 
Rowe  set  something  of  the  consultation’s 


context.  He  said  that  what  is  needed  is 
“honest  history,  not  just  happy  history." 

But  that  didn’t  preclude  humorous 
history.  Keynoter  Dr.  Donald  G. 
Mathews  from  The  University  of  North 
Carolina,  in  his  paper  on  "Evangelical 
America  —  the  Methodist  Ideology,” 
noted  that  early  Methodists  “would 
baptize  anyone  anywhere  any  time  with 
whatever  amount  of  water  was 
available.”  He  added  that  this 


Women  were 
praised  for 
plainness 


“latitudinism  scandalized  the  Baptists, 
among  others." 

Dr.  Mathews  singled  out  the  more 
serious  side  of  the  early  Methodists, 
though,  with  his  comment  that  the 
Methodists  could  not  say  “I  have  been 
saved"  and  “leave  it  at  that."  The 
Methodist  circuit  rider,  he  said, 
“personified  the  church’s  universal 
mission." 

Not  even  the  circuit  rider  left  this 
consultation  unsullied.  Dr.  Alice  E. 


Mathews,  professor  of  history  at  Western 
Carolina  University,  commented  that  the 
circuit  rider  had  a  fairly  strict  view  of 
women  and  the  family.  “They  praised 
women  for  the  plainness  of  demeanor,” 
she  said,  meaning  “few  petticoats, 
bonnets  and  jewelry  .  " 

She  told  of  a  circuit  rider  expelling  one 
woman  from  a  Methodist  meeting  for 
wearing  a  ring,  and  she  said  women  were 
commonly  turned  out  of  Methodist 
“classes”  because  they  were  known  to 
have  been  dancing.  The  circuit  rider,  she 
summarized,  praised  “strong,  simple 
women."  But  the  circuit  rider,  she 
added,  also  recognized  the  value  of  the 
family  unit  and  praised  family  devotions. 

Another,  later  view  of  the  Methodist 
woman  came  from  Joanna  Bowen 
Gillespie,  an  affiliated  scholar  with  the 
Center  for  Research  on  Women  at 
Stanford  University.  She  traced  the 
standing  of  Methodist  women  in  the  mid- 
19th  century  as  reflected  in  the  pages  of  a 
monthly  magazine.  The  Ladies’ 
Repository. 

A  large  number  of  evangelical  women 
"made  public  appearances"  through 
letters  to  the  editor  of  that  magazine,  she 
said,  “and  the  Repository  encouraged 
women  to  theologize  about  their  inner 
experiences."  Methodism  of  that  era  saw 
itself  as  the  religious  solution  for  women. 


she  added. 

Dr.  Rowe,  in  his  earlier  paper,  had 
made  the  more  sweeping  assertion  that 
Methodism  in  the  19th  century  saw  itself 
and  was  seen  as  “the  bearer  of  American 
culture.”  Methodism,  he  said,  was  said 
to  have  "a  theology  in  tune  with  the 
American  spirit."  And  that  “spirit  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  divine  providence 
was  responsible  for  Methodism  s 
numerical  growth  and  geographical 
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expansion  as  it  “spread  scriptural 
holiness  over  the  land.  ” 

One  of  the  broadest  papers  in  terms  of 
coverage  and  one  received  by 
enthusiastic  (as  opposed  to  polite) 
applause  was  by  Dr.  Jean  Miller 
Schmidt,  associate  professor  of  modern 
church  history  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Examining  “the  public/private  split” 
which  accompanied  Methodism’s  spread 
across  the  continent,  she  also  was  one  of 
the  few  to  give  her  presentation  any  focal 


point  fora  modern-day  local  church 

Asked,  following  her  formal 
presentation,  how  to  enable  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  “avoid  the  public/private  split 
and  stand  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition,  full 
of  personal  faith  and  committed  to 
relevant  social  action,"  she  referred  to 
John  Wesley’s  advocacy  of  the  class 
meeting  in  which  his  followers  could  both 
support  and  challenge  each  other. 

“We  need  more  of  that  at  the  local 
level,"  she  said,  “to  combine  the  faith 
perspective  through  prayer  and  Bible 
study  with  task  orientation,  with  persons 
committing  themselves  to  this  model  for 
several  years."  And  she  cautioned  that  if 
the  typical  local  church  is  “too 
homogeneous,”  it  may  have  to  “bring  in 
outsiders  to  face  the  issues.” 

More  than  one  paper  touched  on  the 
divisions  within  Methodism  in  the  late 
18th  century  and  early  19th  century  over 
slavery  and  over  calls  for  it^  volition. 
Several  papers  covered  aspr  «>f  black 
Methodist  history. 

The  consultation  was  jointly  oonsored 
by  the  theological  and  graduate  schools 
of  Drew  University,  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  within  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  and  the  General  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  whose  new 
facilities  housed  several  functions. 


Historian:  Are  UMs  manipulated  or  led? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MADISON,  N.J.  -  Is  United 
Methodism  seeking  to  manipulate  its 
people  rather  than  to  lead  them? 

This  was  the  concluding,  “vital 
question”  raised  in  a  paper  on  "Freedom 
of  Speech  in  the  History  of  Methodism” 
during  the  recent  bicentennial 
consultation  on  the  history  of  Methodist 
ministry  (see  related  story  above). 

The  paper  was  written  and  read  by  the 
Rev.  Frederick  E.  Maser,  retired 
member  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  and  former  editor  of  an  area 
news  edition  in  Together  magazine. 

Mr.  Maser’s  was  one  of  the  few  papers 
among  some  50  presented  at  the 
consultation  which  attempted  to  raise 
contemporary  issues.  His  was  one  of  two 
papers  on  itineracy  and  the  ordained 
ministry. 

Mr.  Maser  followed  his  concluding 
“vital  question"  with  other  questions 
rather  than  "with  attempts  to  answer  any  of 
them:  “Has  the  church  tended  to  inhibit 
initiative  and  to  silence  the  dissenting 
voice?  Has  it  rolled  over  the  opposition 
without  weighing  its  merits?” 

Church :  manipulated  or  led? 

The&ho'summarized,  “My  fear  is  that 
we  may  well  become  a  church 
manipulated  by  its  boards,  bishops  and 
agencies  rather  than  a  church  led  by  far- 
seeing  prophets  of  God." 

He  had  set  the  stage  for  this  conclusion 
by  suggesting  that  United  Methodist 
freedom  of  speech  may  be  inhibited  by  at 
least  four  other  factors : 

1.  “Abuses”  in  the  appointive  powers 
of  the  episcopacy. 

2.  “Bureaucratic  pressure,"  which  Mr. 
Maser  defined  as  "the  pressures  the 
boards  and  agencies  of  the  church  can 
bring  to  bear  upon  a  pastor  to  carry 
forward  their  designs  and  goals. " 

3.  “Jumboism,"  which  Mr.  Maser 
illustrated  by  saying  that  the  church  “is 
today  so  large  and  many  of  its 
conferences  so  cumbersome  that  all  free 
debate  is  shut  off  by  the  lack  of  time  to 
deal  properly  with  the  issues.” 

4.  “Herd  instinct,”  which  he 
elaborated  on  by  saying,  “  ...  we  have 
emphasized  the  theme  ‘Methodists  are 
one  people’  until  it  seems  almost  heresy 
to  say  anything  that  has  not  first  been 
said  by  the  leadership  of  the  general 
church  or  that  in  any  way  contradicts 
their  position." 


Mr.  Maser  used  examples  from  his 
own  experience  to  illustrate  two  of  the  so- 
called  limiting  factors.  As  his  example  of 
alleged  abuse  of  the  appointive  powers  of 
the  episcopacy  he  referred  to  a  current 
situation  in  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference. 

“Here,”  Mr.  Maser  said,  “a 
spokesperson  for  Affirmation,  the  United 
Methodist  caucus  for  ‘gay’  and  lesbian 
concerns,  was  put  on  involuntary  leave  of 
absence  ostensibly  because  he  had  left 
his  position  with  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  taken  up 
work  with  the  caucus  without  his  bishop’s 
approval  and  appointment  ...  By 


'Wesley  fought  to 
secure  freedom  of 
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"forcing  the  preacher  into  involuntary 
leave  of  absence,  he  is  being  denied,  in  a 
sense,  his  freedom  of  speech,  and  other 
men  and  women  are  being  warned  as  to 
what  may  happen  to  them  if  they  are  too 
outspoken  for  the  cause  of  ‘gays’  and 
lesbians.  The  appointive  power  of  the 
bishops  might  well  be  examined  once 
more." 

Mr.  Maser  noted,  though,  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  “seems  to  have 
realized  the  dangers  inherent  in  the 
(appointive)  system,  and  it  has  limited 
the  term  of  a  bishop  in  any  one  area  to 
eight  consecutive  years.  In  addition,  the 
Judicial  Council  today  stands,  in  some 
measure,  as  a  protective  wall  against  the 
erosion  of  freedom  within  the  church. " 

(Note:  The  Pacific  and  Southwest 
conference  matter  to  which  Mr.  Maser 
referred  was  on  the  docket  for  the 
Judicial  Council  meeting  two  weeks 
following  his  address  and  the  decision  is 
reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue. ) 

In  his  section  on  "bureaucratic 
pressures”  Mr.  Maser  raised  “a  whole 
series  of  questions" : 

“Dare  a  United  Methodist  speak  out  if 
he  or  she  believes  that  our  boards  and 
agencies  are  not  using  the  church’s  funds 


for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
given?  What  should  a  UM  do  who 
believes  that  our  missionaries  are  not 
proclaiming  the  historic  doctrines  of 
Methodism  on  the  mission  fields?  Does 
the  church  limit  freedom  of  speech  so 
that  only  supportive  voices  can  be 
heard?  Should  the  (United)  Methodist 
Reporter  objectively  and  accurately 
report  the  actions  of  our  boards  and 
agencies  and  as  dispassionately  review 
their  publications  regardless  of  what 
effect  these  stories  may  have  on  the 
church,  or  must  the  Reporter  always 
write  supportively  and  possibly 
uncritically  of  what  the  boards  and 
agencies  are  doing?  Is  it  possible  for  a 
preacher  to  take  an  active  part  in  any  of 
the  unofficial  caucuses  of  Methodism 
without  feeling  the  weight  of  authority 
against  his  or  her  freedom  of  speech  or 
action?  Has  the  United  Methodist  Church 
reached  that  state  of  maturity  where  it 
can  stand  criticism  without  retaliating 
against  the  critic?  In  short,  is  United 
Methodism  sufficiently  sure  of  its  own 
identity  so  that  it  need  not  take 
oppressive  measures  to  silence  its 
critics?” 

Wesley’s  approach  reviewed 

■  Mr.  Maser  opened  his  paper  with  a 
review  of  John  Wesley’s  approach  to 
freedom  of  speech.  He  found  that  Mr. 
Wesley  “nowhere  defines  freedom  of 
speech  nor  does  he  set  its  bounds  or 
limitations.  His  chief  concern  is  to 
secure  for  his  preachers  and  himself  the 
right  to  speak  .  .  .  The  rights  he  secured 
for  himself  he  was  ready  to  share  with 
everyone.” 

But  Mr.  Maser  found  it  “curious  that 
although  Wesley  fought  hard  to  secure 
and  retain  freedom  of  speech  for  himself 
and  his  preachers,  he  denied  the  same 
right  to  his  own  people  once  they  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Societies  or 
had  become  preachers  in  the  Methodist 
Conference.  Freedom  within  British  18th 
Century  Methodism  was  much  like 
freedom  within  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Methodists  were  free  to  obey 
John  Wesley  and  the  Methodist  rules  .  .  . 
If  these  persons  or  other  persons  could 
not  fit  themselves  into  the  Methodist 
pattern,  Wesley  advised  them  to  quietly 
go  away  .  .  . 

“Wesley’s  reason  for  this  stance  is 
easily  understood.  He  believed  that  to 
allow  the  Methodists  openly  to  discuss 
controversial  issues  would  only  disturb 


his  people,  polarize  the  societies,  and 
possibly  do  harm  to  the  work 
“Rather  than  have  this.  Wesley  was 
ready  to  deny  his  followers  their 
fundamental  rights  as  persons,  although 
insisting  that  the  government  provide 
such  rights  for  himself  and  his  people 
Within  his  own  societies  he  wanted  only 


Mississippian  voted  $10,000  grant 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Another  $10,000  grant 
for  black,  former  Mississippi  mayor 
Eddie  James  Carthan  was  voted  by 
United  Methodism’s  national  missions 
agency  April  12. 

The  money  was  requested  to  help  meet 
some  of  Mr.  Carthan’s  family  needs 
(such  as  mortgage  payments),  pay  legal 
fees  resulting  from  his  state  and  federal 
trials  and  continue  the  national  publicity 
campaign  picturing  him  to  be  a  victim  of 
racism,  according  to  the  board’s 
statement.  Mr.  Carthan  is  serving  a 
three-year  sentence  at  a  federal 
detention  center  in  Alabama  for  making 
fraudulent  statements  to  a  bank  while 
mayor  of  Tchula,  Miss. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  last  fall  identified  Mr. 
Carthan’s  legal  problems  as  being 
symbolic  of  racist  conspiracies  to  drive 
blacks  from  public  office.  The 
conspiracies  reportedly  not  only  pit 
whites  against  blacks  but  also  blacks 
against  blacks. 

U.S.  government  officials  say  Mr. 
Carthan  simply  is  one  of  some  25 
Mississippi  public  officials  who  were 
caught  in  a  massive  federal  investigation 
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of  corruption  in  public  office.  Nearly  all 
the  convicted  officials  are  white,  they 
say. 

The  recent  action  by  Global  Ministries’ 
National  Division  directors  states  that 
the  new  $10,000  grant  “is  an  affirmation 
of  the  right  and  need  of  Eddie  Carthan 
...  to  receive  a  full  hearing  and  legal 
defense"  and  reiterates  the  request  that 
United  Methodists  on  the  local  level  in 
Mississippi  “respond  appropriately  to 
meeting  this  need." 

National  Division  staff  executives  and 
directors  involved  with  the  Carthan 
matter  told  the  Reporter  they  did  not 
know  exactly  how  the  $10,000  would  be 
distributed  because  the  money  is  being 
given  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Racial  Justice  Working 
Group.  That  group  is  trying  to  raise 
$100,000  for  the  same  purposes. 

Announcement  of  the  National  Division 
grant  by  the  Mississippi  and  Memphis 
news  media  roused  objections  among 
UM  members  in  Mississippi,  several 
pastors  claimed  to  the  Reporter. 

“We  want  an  audit  of  how  those  funds 
are  being  spent,"  said  the  Rev.  Tom  C. 
Hawkes,  pastor  at  Durant  UMC.  Some 
black  l’M  leaders  in  Mississippi  have 
said  privately  they  fear  part  of  the 
money  being  raised  in  the  nationwide 
campaign  may  be  spent  by  Carthan 
supporters  to  drive  black  leaders  from 
office. 

A  coalition  of  black  civil  rights  leaders 
and  businesspersons  organized  recently 
to  oppose  the  involvement  of  Global 
Ministries  in  Holmes  County,  Miss., 


peace  and  love,  and  this  could  not  be 
guaranteed  where  people  were  setting 
forth  divergent  views,  especially  when 
these  views  were  emotionally 
meaningful  to  the  persons  sponsoring  or 
opposing  them.” 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


which  is  Mr.  Carthan’s  home  (see 
Reporter,  April  15). 

Charges  of  a  Global  Ministries 
conspiracy  to  drive  blacks  from  office 
were  denied  by  executives  and  involved 
directors  during  the  Global  Ministries 
board  meeting.  But  they  told  the 
Reporter  they  have  no  plans  to  talk  with 
the  Coalition  of  black  leaders. 

The  revelation  a  year  ago  that  Global 
Ministries  had  given  $3,000  to  Mr. 
Carthan’s  legal  campaign  created  a 
storm  of  controversy  that  has  not 
subsided.  The  UMC’s  Judicial  Council 
ruled  that  the  grant  violated 
denominational  law  because  Global 
Ministries  did  not  consult  with 
Mississippi  church  leaders. 

Full  consultation  was  held  this  time, 
staff  persons  assured  Global  Ministries 
directors.  A  letter  was  written  Jan.  24  to 
the  bishop  and  the  council  director  of  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference.  On 
Feb.  8,  Global  Ministries  executives  met 
with  the  two  parties  and  discussed  the 
$10,000  grant. 

Global  Ministries  claims  successes  and 
failures  since  it  began  participation  in 
the  Carthan  campaign,  which  has 
included  several  appearances  by  staff 
persons  at  rallies  and  meetings  and  other 
kinds  of  support  through  literature.  The 
state  supreme  court  upheld  Mr.  Carthan’s 
conviction  of  assaulting  a  police  officer 
(he  recently  was  released  from  his 
sentence  in  a  state  prison  on  that  one), 
and  a  U.S.  court  of  appeals  upheld  the 
bank  fraud  conviction.  He  was  acquitted 
in  a  state  court  on  a  charge  of  murder. 


The  feature  event  of  the  annual  Confirmation  Rally  held  each  spring  in 
the  Ohio  East  Annual  Conference  is  Bishop  Janies  S.  Thomas’  question- 
and-answer  session  with  the  1,000  junior  high  youth  attending  the  event 
at  Canton.  “The  bishop  dodged  none  of  the  questions,"  according  to  East 
Ohio  Today,  the  conference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
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In  an  effort  to  find  relevance  in  the  New  Testament,  the  confirmation 
class  members  of  Christ  UMC.  Rochester,  Minn.,  research  an  incident  in 
Jesus’  life  and  then  write  a  contemporary  newspaper  account  of  the 
event,  according  to  the  Minnesota  conference  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter. 

It  was  developed  by  Karen  Alexander  and  Jackie  Mohling  of  the 

1982  class. 
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the  church  today 


SMU  student  leaders 
deny  gays  recognition 

DALLAS  —  Both  “the  Methodist 
Discipline”  and  the  philosophy  of 
Southern  Methodist  University  were 
debated  April  19  before  the  university’s 
student  senate  voted  not  to  recognize 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Student  Support 
Organization  as  an  official  campus 
group. 

The  vote  was  17-11.  Pressure 
reportedly  had  been  exerted  by  trustees, 
alumni,  and  petitions  signed  by  more 
than  3,000  students.  University  President 
Donald  Shields  said  all  response  he  had 
received  from  trustees  and  university 
governors  to  the  group’s  request  for 
recognition  had  been  “totally  negative.” 

Discipleship  Resources 
broadens  catalog  listings 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Discipleship 
Resources,  a  publishing  and  marketing 
unit  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  here,  is  expanding 
its  services  to  include  resources  from  a 
wide  variety  of  church  and  ecumenical 
agencies. 

The  supplement  to  its  annual  catalog 
being  mailed  this  month,  will  list  all 
resources  from  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
most  resources  from  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  It  will  also  list 
all  resources  from  The  Upper  Room  and 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  and 
selected  resources  from  the  American 
Bible  Society  and  Seriptographic.  an 

Church  court  rules 


ecumenical  publisher  of  highly 
simplified  and  illustrated  booklets. 

DR  staff  executive  Chester  Custer  said 
expansion  of  services  has  come  about  as 
a  response  to  requests  from  the  various 
groups. 

Worship/arts  fellowship 
selects  new  executive 

NORTH  AUGUSTA,  S.C.  (UMNS)  - 
The  Rev.  Jerry  Henry,  associate 
minister  of  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  has  been  named  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and 
Other  Arts. 

He  will  continue  as  part-time  member 
of  the  Grace  Church  staff  after  assuming 
his  new  duties  following  the  biennial 
convocation  of  the  2,000-member 
Fellowship  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas,  July  3-9. 

Trespassing  alleged 
in  space  center  ‘walk-on’ 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  —  Four  United 
Methodists  were  among  45  persons 
arrested  and  charged  with  trespassing 
when  they  took  part  in  a  protest  “walk- 
on”  at  the  local  General  Electric  Space 
Center. 

About  250  persons  protested  GE’s 
production  of  military  satellites  for 
nuclear  warfare.  The  demonstration  was 
sponsored  by  a  non-violent  Christian 
group  that  has  been  conducting  protests 
at  GE  plants  for  five  years. 


Involuntary  leave, 
retirement  OKayed 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  (UMNS)  -  Both 
involuntary  retirement  and  involuntary 
leaves  of  absence  for  United  Methodist 
clergy  are  permitted  by  church  law,  the 
denomination’s  highest  court  ruled  April 
22'here. 

ki  separate,  unanimous  decisions,  the 
Judicial  Council  said  due  process 
provided  by  the  church’s  Constitution 
and  legislation  had  been  observed  by 
annual  conferences  in  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  Eastern  Ohio  in  voting  the 
involuntary  leave  in  one  instance,  and 
retirement  in  the  other. 

However,  the  court  cautioned,  the 
involuntary  leave  of  absence  should  “be 
used  to  resolve  problems  of  appointment 
only  as  a  last  resort”  after  other  possi¬ 
bilities  have  been  considered.  “The 
Bishop  and  Cabinet  must  have  used  and 
exhausted  their  pastoral  responsi¬ 
bilities,”  the  court  said. 

In  other  decisions  at  their  spring 
meeting,  the  church’s  “Supreme  Court” 
held  that  an  annual  conference  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  and  not 
the  conference  Council  on  Ministries  has 
final  responsibility  for  recommending 
allocation  of  funds  to  program  agencies; 
upheld  lower  church  court  decisions 
finding  a  minister  guilty  of  dishonesty 
about  his  personal  life;  and  said  an 
annual  conference  involved  in  a  merger 
is  responsible  for  clergy  pension  liability 
of  predecessor  bodies. 

The  Judicial  Council  also  ruled  an 
annual  conference  outside  the  United 


CORRECTION 

An  article  in  the  April  15  issue  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  headlined 
“Request  ‘to  involuntarily  retire’  Bishop 
Melvin  Wheatley  denied”  incorrectly 
attributed  several  statements  to  Bishop 
Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area.  The 
statements  were  those  of  the  Rev.  Melvin 
Finkbeiner,  Seattle.  The  Reporter 
regrets  the  error. 


States  cannot  change  its  own  boundaries, 
and  that  there  is  no  provision  in  church 
law  for  each  annual  conference  outside 
the  United  States  to  be  represented  on 
each  of  the  church’s  four  program 
boards  in  general,  or  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  particular. 

The  case  before  the  Judicial  Council 
involving  involuntary  leave  pertained  to 
claims  by  the  Rev.  Morris  Floyd  that  the 
action  in  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  was  unconstitutional 
and  based  on  homophobia’’  and  the  fact 
he  is  a  self-avowed  homosexual. 

“The  Judicial  Council  has  no 
jurisdiction  over  homophobia,”  Mr. 
Floyd,  now  of  Minneapolis,  said  during 
an  open  hearing.  “But  (it)  can  act  to 
prevent  an  injustice  which  resulted  from 
homophobia.” 

At  issue  was  a  request  in  1981  by  Mr. 
Floyd  for  a  special  appointment  to  a  non¬ 
profit  agency  in  Minneapolis  serving 
mental  health  needs  of  homosexual  men 
and  women.  The  request  was  denied  by 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  according  to 
records  filed  with  the  Judicial  Council, 
who  suggested  instead  that  Mr.  Floyd 
ask  for  either  a  pastoral  appointment  or 
a  leave  of  absence. 

Speaking  during  the  oral  arguments 
here.  Bishop  Tuell  said  he  “did  not  feel 
that  appointment  was  an  approximate 
one”  in  light  of  the  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles  statement  that 
homosexuality  is  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching. 

In  its  decision,  the  Judicial  Council 
said  that  “A  minister  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  cannot  circumvent  the 
itinerant  system  by  stating  that  only  a 
certain  type  of  appointment  is 
acceptable.”  Further,  it  added,  “if  error 
is  made  or  injustice  done  there  are 
remedies  under  our  Discipline." 

The  Judicial  Council  ruling  upheld  the 
finding  by  Bishop  Tuell  that  the 
.conference  action  in  voting  involuntary 
leave  for  Mr.  Floyd  was  in  accord  with 
church  law. 


Associate  Editor 

Church  trials  in  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  last  week  found 
two  accused  persons  guilty. 

Church  trials  against  UM  pastors, 
though  not  common,  are  provided  for  in 
the  denomination's  “Book  of  Discipline,” 
including  provisions  for  an  appeal  by  any 
person  found  guilty.  The  “Discipline” 
also  specifies  that  the  accused  persons’ 
civil  rights  are  not  affected  by  any 
church  trial  proceedings. 

In  Montgomery,  Ala.,  a  jury  from  the 
Alabama-West  Florida  conference  found 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Butts  guilty  of  what  the 
"Discipline”  defines  as  “relationships 
and/or  behavior  which  undermines  the 
ministry  of  another  pastor.” 

Dr.  Butts  was  the  senior  minister  at  the 
2,500-member  First  UMC  in 
Montgomery.  He  had  been  a  delegate  to 
the  1980  General  Conference,  a  speaker 
on  the  Methodist  series  of  the  national 
radio  “Protestant  Hour”  program  and  is 
a  published  author. 

The  court  suspended  Dr.  Butts  of  all 
pastoral  duties  and  authority  until  the 
1985  session  of  the  annual  conference.  His 
counsel  indicated  an  intention  to  file  an 
appeal. 

Dr.  Butts  had  been  accused  of  the 
“undermining”  actions  and  two  other 
chargeable  offenses  by  the  former 
associate  minister  of  the  Montgomery 
church,  the  Rev.  Alfred  D.  Norris.  He 
pleaded  innocent  to  all  accusations.  Dr. 
Butts  reportedly  had  asked  Mr.  Norris  to 
surrender  his  ministerial  credentials  to 
him  in  December  1982  after  Mr.  Norris 
was  named  correspondent  in  a  divorce 
case  involving  a  woman  in  the 


Montgomery  congregation. 

Mr.  Norris  told  the  church  trial  that 
Dr.  Butts  had  acted  incorrectly  in 
demanding  surrender  of  his  credentials. 
The  “Discipline”  specifies  that  a 
minister’s  credentials  are  to  be  surrend¬ 
ered  to  the  district  superintendent  when 
that  person  is  asked  to  withdraw  from 
annual  conference  under  complaint  or 
charges. 

The  church  trial,  however,  found  Dr. 
Butts  innocent  on  a  charge  of  immoral¬ 
ity.  A  woman  formerly  on  the  church 
staff  had  claimed  she  and  Dr.  Butts  had 
had  sexual  relations  in  his  office. 

The  Alabama  trial  lasted  nine  days 
April  18-29.  The  presiding  judge  was 
Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  of  Springfield.  Ill. 

The  Alabama-West  Florida  Annual 
Conference  cabinet  was  expected  to  meet 
during  the  week  starting  April  24  to  name 
a  successor  to  Dr.  Butts. 

In  Milwaukee,  a  trial  court  from  the 
Wisconsin  conference  found  the  Rev. 
Vincent  Sammartino  guilty  of  im¬ 
morality.  He  had  been  on  leave  of 
absence  from  the  pastorate  of 
Emmanuel  UMC  in  Milwaukee  since 
July  1982. 

Bishop  Marjorie  Mathews  of  the 
Wisconsin  conference  issued  a  brief 
statement  following  the  trial.  It  did  not 
name  the  person  accused  or  specify  the 
charges  brought  against  him. 

Mr.  Sammartino  reportedly  was 
suspended  from  the  pastorate  for  10 
months  and  was  encouraged  to  seek  pri¬ 
vate  counseling. 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  presided 
over  the  April  18-20  trial  in  Milwaukee. 


Two  church  trials; 
accused  found  guilty 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Human  rights  tools : 


APRIL  29,  1983 


Christians  can  avoid 
ideological  entanglements 


Bv  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  If  Christians  are  to  deal 
with  the  world’s  problems  without 
adopting  various  of  the  world's  ideo¬ 
logical  solutions,  they  need  consciously 
to  use  special  tools,  said  leaders  at  two 
unconnected  conferences  here  recently. 

Amnesty  International  and  the  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Religion  and  Democracy,  each 
unaware  of  the  other’s  meeting,  held 
regional  conferences  just  a  few  miles 
apart  April  8-10. 

Both  groups  offered  what  their  leaders 
believe  are  models  for  church  organi¬ 
zations  to  avoid  entanglements  with 
worldly  ideologies. 

Christian  effectiveness  in  responding 
to  problems,  they  said,  is  greatly 
dependent  on  how  well  they  keep  to 
Christian  purposes  rather  than  to  those 
of  ideological  groups. 

Churches  have  been  having  a  credi¬ 
bility  problem  in  this  respect  concerning 
human  rights  matters,  the  Rev.  Currie 
Burris,  director  of  Amnesty’s  U.S. 
southern  region,  told  the  Reporter. 
Amnesty  is  an  international  citizens 
group  which  has  won  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  for  its  advocacy  for  prisoners  of 
conscience  and  against  the  death  penalty. 

Amnesty  International  rules 

Mr.  Burris  offered  several  guidelines 
Amnesty  uses  that  he  said  could  be 
helpful  for  church  organizations. 

(1)  At  any  event  where  human  rights 
problems  are  discussed,  “we  try  to  have 
speakers  from  the  left  and  right,  across 
the  political  spectrum.”  At  this 
conference,  the  featured  speakers  were 
Juan  Mendez  and  Arkady  Polishchuk, 
former  prisoners  of  conscience  from 
Argentina  and  the  Soviet  Union, 


respectively. 

(2)  When  assigning  projects  of  action 
and  study,  Amnesty  leaders  make 
certain  that  each  group  is  dealing  with 
abuses  by  both  left-wing  and  right-wing 
regimes. 

If  persons  deal  primarily  with 
repression  by  communist  governments, 
for  instance,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  their 
actions  to  begin  to  be  more  influenced  by 
anti-communist  ideology  than  their 
initial  concern  about  human  rights.  The 
same  is  true  for  those  who  concentrate  on 
right-wing  abuses  and  become  guided  by 
anti-capitalist  or  anti-Western  ideologies. 

(3)  Statements,  decisions  and  actions 
are  based  on  facts.  “We’re  strong  on 
information.  Good,  non-biased,  indepen¬ 
dent  information  is  our  bedrock.” 

(4)  Amnesty’s  mandate  is  clearly 
spelled  put  —  to  focus  on  governments’ 
adherence  to  the  Universal  Declaration 
of  Human  Rights  sections  on  prisoners  of 
conscience,  torture  and  executions  which 
have  been  ratified  by  most  nations. 

(5)  "We  have  to  remain  disciplined  and 
organized  to  protect  ourselves.” 
Members  or  staff  persons  who  go  outside 
the  established  mandate  or  who  violate 
the  rules  by  becoming  ideological  or 
writing  discourteous  letters  to  govern¬ 
ments  are  not  allowed  to  continue 
working  for  Amnesty.  “People  under¬ 
stand  when  they  join  that  we  aren’t  ideo¬ 
logical,  so  we  don’t  have  much  trouble.” 

Without  such  strong  guidelines,  Mr. 
Burris  said,  it  is  easy  for  human  rights 
groups  to  unconsciously  slip  into 
ideological  ways  of  looking  at  things. 

The  main  guideline  offered  at  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
(IRD)  conference  was  that  Christians 
should  make  decisions  about  political 
and  social  issues  only  after  open  debate 


in  which  divergent  opinions  are 
represented. 

The  IRD  has  been  an  outspoken  critic 
of  mainline  Protestant  agencies  for  two 
years.  It  alleges  that  the  agencies  stifle 
debate  and  are  following  to  some  degree 
a  “leftist”  political  agenda  that  places 
little  value  on  what  the  IRD  calls 
“traditional  liberal  democratic  ideals.” 

Many  leaders  of  those  agencies  have 
been  equally  outspoken  in  criticizing  the 
IRD  for  being  guided  by  a  neo¬ 
conservative,  anti-communist  ideology. 

Open  debate  said  needed 

One  way  to  cut  through  ideology,  said 
the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  IRD  president, 
is  to  bring  together  people  of  diverse 
views.  “We’d  like  to  see  our  boards  and 
agencies  handle  issues  like  we  have  at 
this  conference.” 

Each  session  of  the  conference  was 
intended  to  be  a  model.  For  example,  one 
two-hour  session  dealt  with  nuclear 
disarmament  questions.  The  main 
speaker  was  William  V.  O’Brien,  a 
Catholic  layman  and  professor  at 
Georgetown  University  in  Washington. 
He  spoke  strongly  for  judging  nuclear 
questions  on  the  basis  of  the  traditional 
“just  war”  criteria  and  used  those 
criteria  to  back  his  belief  that  the  build¬ 
up  of  nuclear  forces  by  the  United  States 
is  the  only  short-term  option  for 
promoting  peace. 

The  IRD  invited  “nuclear  freeze” 
activist  Ruth  Tiffany  Barnhouse  to  be 
part  of  the  formal  panel  of  responders. 
The  professor  of  psychiatry  and  pastoral 
care  at  United  Methodist-related  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  here  wasted  no  time 
in  letting  the  audience  of  some  150  confer¬ 
ence  participants  know  that  the  nuclear 
issue  could  be  examined  in  an  entirely 


different  way. 

“I  am  outraged  and  on  the  verge  of 
tears”  by  what  Dr.  O’Brien  said,  she  began. 

Also  speaking  was  John  R.  Burkholder, 
professor  of  religion  at  Goshen  College  in 
Indiana,  who  presented  a  pacifist’s  case  ; 
for  faith  in  dealing  with  nuclear 
disarmament. 

With  yet  another  view  was  Joseph  L.  • 
Allen,  professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
Perkins.  He  lauded  the  “just  war” 
criteria  as  still  being  invaluable  in  • 
assessing  war  and  peace  matters.  But  he 
challenged  several  of  Dr.  O’Brien’s 
conclusions  about  the  effectiveness  of 
nuclear  deterrence  as  well  as  some 
suggestions  from  Dr.  Barnhouse  that  any 
kind  of  “nuclear  freeze”  effort  would 
reduce  the  risk  of  war. 

“I  want  to  commend  the  planners  of 
this  program  for  putting  such  diverse 
views  on  it,”  Dr.  Allen  said. 

That  drew  a  hearty  agreement  from 
Humberto  Belli,  a  Nicaragua  newspaper 
editor  in  exile  in  the  United  States:  “As  I 
listened  to  the  strenuous  debate,  I 
thought  what  a  pleasant  sound  it  was  to 
hear  diverse  opinions  being  expressed. 
You’d  never  hear  that  in  Nicaragua.  ’’ 

Dr.  Allen  commented  to  the  Reporter 
that  church  leaders  haven’t  tended  to 
encourage  the  bringing  in  of  articulate 
proponents  of  views  different  from  their 
own.  Such  open  debate  is  more  likely  to 
occur  in  an  academic  setting,  he  said. 

But  such  openness  is  essential  if 
church  leaders  are  to  avoid  ideological 
pitfalls  and  contribute  teachings  both 
that  are  illuminating  and  which  persuade 
the  grassroots  Christian  community  to 
respond  to  important  issues,  said  the 
Rev.  Richard  Neuhaus,  a  Lutheran 
minister  and  IRD  leader. 


Support  builds  for  continuation 
of  ethnic  local  church  priority 


Listing  proved 
prophetic 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  - 
Prognosticators  trying  to  predict  the 
winner  in  Chicago’s  nationally 
watched  mayoral  campaign  probably 
overlooked  a  prime  source. 

Shortly  before  the  election,  the 
popular  congressional  guide 
published  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  here  — 
“Register  Citizen  Opinion”  —  came 
off  the  press  in  the  new  edition 
covering  the  first  session  of  the  98th 
Congress. 

As  usual,  a  feature  of  the  publi¬ 
cation  is  a  state-by-state  listing  of 
members  of  Congress  and  their 
religious  preference.  Missing  from 
the  Illinois  delegation  was  the  name  of 
Harold  Washington,  a  Methodist,  who 
on  April  12  became,  by  a  narrow  mar¬ 
gin,  the  first  black  mayor-elect  in 
Chicago  history. 

The  decision  to  drop  Mr. 
Washington  from  the  listing  was 
made  after  the  two-term  Democratic 
representative  defeated  incumbent 
mayor  Jane  Byrne  and  held  a  2-1  lead 
in  opinion  polls  over  his  Republican 
opponent.  History  was  on  the  side  of 
the  decision  since  the  nation’s  second 
largest  city  has  not  had  a  Republican 
mayor  in  52  years. 

“Maybe,”  chuckled  Lee  A.  Ranck, 
editor  of  resources  for  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  “It  proves  we 
were  guided  by  a  higher  hand !  ” 

In  any  case,  users  of  “Register 
Citizens  Opinion”  will  find  a  blank 
where  they  can  write  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Washington’s  successor  in  the 
House  when  that  individual  is  elected 
later  this  year. 

Race  fund 

donations 

outlawed 

LONDON  (EPS)  -  The  1980  ruling  of 
the  United  Kingdom  Charity 
Commissioners  forbidding  the  overseas 
division  of  the  British  Methodist  Church 
to  give  money  to  the  special  fund  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  Program  to 
Combat  Racism  cannot  be  successfully 
challenged. 

So  reported  Division  Secretary  Albert 
Mosley  at  the  division’s  central 
committee  meeting  here  last  month. 
Division  lawyers  have  concluded  the 
commissioners’  judgment  would  be 
upheld  by  the  courts,  and  that  view  must 
be  reluctantly  accepted,  Mr.  Mosley 
said. 

The  charity  commissioners  said  grants 
to  the  fund  are  incompatible  with  the 
object  of  the  overseas  division  — 
promoting  Christianity  and  helping 
establish  churches  overseas.  They  added 
that  under  current  law,  fighting  racism 
and  promoting  racial  equality  is  not  a 
charitable  endeavor. 

Mr.  Mosley  called  the  commissioners’ 
understanding  of  religion  totally 
inadequate.  “The  recognition  that  all 
people  are  made  in  God’s  image  and  that 
Christ  reveals  God’s  love  for  all  compels 
Christians  to  promote  love,  understanding 
and  good  relations  between  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  races  and  to  attack  the  sin  of 
racism  wherever  it  appears,”  he  said. 

The  committee  was  expected  to  urge 
British  Methodists  to  send  individual 
contributions  to  the  PCR  fund,  sufficient 
to  double  the  annual  division  grants.  On 
four  occasions,  a  large  majority  of  the 
British  Methodist  Conference,  which 
governs  the  denomination,  has  endorsed 
continued  support  for  the  PCR  grants, 
notwithstanding  controversy  which  has 
surrounded  some  of  them  over  the  years. 


Compiled  From  UMNS  Releases 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s  largest 
program  agency  unanimously  recom¬ 
mended  April  15  that  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  (EMLC)  be  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  missional  priority  (principal 
emphasis)  for  the  1985-88  quadrennium 
during  its  New  York  meeting. 

The  recommendation  goes  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM), 
which  is  expected  to  choose  a  1985-88 
missional  priority  at  its  meeting  this 
week  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Any  GCOM  recom¬ 
mendation  would  go  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  for  possible  adoption. 

Another  group,  also  meeting  in  New 
York,  unanimously  voted  to  “strongly^ 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System  has  told  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
there  is  no  need  to  permit  church  groups 
to  respond  to  personal  attacks  contained 
in  the  “60  Minutes”  TV  program  “The 
Gospel  According  to  Whom?” 

A  March  31  letter  from  CBS  to  Milton 
O.  Gross,  chief  of  the  FCC’s  Fairness- 
Political  Programming  Branch,  said 
that  the  inclusion  of  “extensive” 
interviews  with  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  and  the  Rev.  Philip 
Potter,  head  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  “satisfied  the  principle  of 
journalistic  fairness  and  served  to 
inform  the  public  of  both  sides  of  the 
underlying  issue.” 

Mr.  Gross  had  notified  CBS  March  11  of 
the  complaint  filed  by  five  U.S. 
Protestant  groups  against  CBS.  The  five 
included  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns. 

The  complainants  held  that  the  “60 
Minutes”  program  claimed  the  five 
churches  and  their  officials  had  engaged 
in  acts  supporting  international 
communism  without  the  knowledge  of 
their  members. 

CBS  said  this  was  not  the  issue  the 
program  portrayed.  It  held  the  issue  was 
“whether  the  NCC  and  WCC  and  various 
church  organizations  .  .  .  have  acted  in  a 
manner  inconsistent  with  the  religious 
and  moral  convictions  of  the  majority  of 
their  constituent  churchgoers  by 
supporting  Third  World  groups  which  use 
or  advocate  the  use  of  armed  violence.  .  .” 

The  FCC  had  asked  CBS  to  indicate 
whether  the  program  contained 
“controversial  issues  of  public 
importance”  and  whether  it  constituted 
an  attack  on  the  “honesty,  character, 
integrity  qr  like  personal  qualities”  of  an 
identified  person  or  group. 

CBS  concluded  the  program  dealt  with 
"a  matter  of  considerable  interest  to  the 
general  public”  but  said  the  subject 
“was  not,  in  our  view,  a  matter  of  ‘public 
importance’  as  defined  by  the 
Commission.”  Instead  CBS  labeled  it  an 
“internal  debate”  unlikely  to  have  “a 
significant  impact  on  society  as  a 
whole.” 

Yet  "60  Minutes,”  in  an  unusual  move, 
gave  not  one  but  two  segments  of  the  Jan. 
23  broadcast  to  the  NCC  and  WCC  attack. 

CBS  denied  attacking  the  “honesty, 
character,  integrity  or  personal 
qualities”  of  any  person  or  group.  It 
declared,  “None  of  the  criticisms  in  the 
report  .  .  .  involved  any  charge  of 
criminality,  corruption  or  moral 
turpitude.  Accordingly,  those  criticisms 
are  not  cognizable  under  the  personal 
attack  rule,”  it  said. 


recommend”  that  the  EMLC  priority  be 
continued.  Meeting  just  after  the  mission 
board,  the  United  Methodist  Missional 
Priority  Interagency  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  cited  eight  reasons  for  wanting 
the  priority  continued. 

The  General  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Discipleship  have  asked 
that  the  EMLC  continue  as  the  missional 
priority  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  wants  EMLC  to  be  one  of  three 
principal  thrusts  along  with  JJunger/ 
Poverty  and  Peace  with  Justice.  An 
agency-wide  committee  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
also  gave  its  support,  as  did  the  various 
ethnic  minority  caucuses.  The  Commis- 


Referring  to  a  charge  by  the  Rev. 
Richard  Neuhaus  that  the  Church  lied  to 
its  members,  CBS  said  no  identifiable 
person  or  group  was  mentioned  here. 
Therefore  the  FCC’s  reply  rule  does  not 
apply. 

Under  FCC  rules,  church  repre¬ 
sentatives  have  10  days  to  comment 
on  the  network’s  response. 


sion  on  Religion  and  Race  has  asked  that 
the  ethnic  minority  emphasis  be  promi¬ 
nent  in  any  missional  priority. 

In  the  current  quadrennium  it  is  the 
sole  priority  under  the  title  “Developing 
and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church.” 

With  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert, 
Seattle,  Wash.,  in  the  chair,  the  coor¬ 
dinating  committee  cited  eight  reasons 
for  wanting  the  EMLC  to  be  continued. 
They  included:  the  recommendation  of  a 
Consultation  on  the  EMLC  in  1984  and 
Beyond  in  Dallas  in  March;  the  request 
of  the  ethnic  minority  caucuses;  annual 
conferences  “are  just  beginning  to 
develop  momentum”  for  addressing  the 
Missional  Priority;  the  first  years  of  the 
priority  “have  raised  the  expectations  of 
ethnic  minorities  in  the  church  that  the 
church  would  finally  address  the  needs  of 
the  ethnic  minority  local  church”;  the 
coordinating  committee  “has  noted  the 
awakening  of  new  possibilities  for  ethnic 
congregations  through  the  EMLC 
Missional  Priority  in  the  general  church.” 

Global  Ministries  also  recommended 
to  GCOM  that  two  emphases  be  “co¬ 
equal  special  programs”  for  1985-88: 
Africa  Church  Growth  and  Development, 
and  Hunger/Poverty.  Both  have  the 
status  in  the  current  1981-84  quadren¬ 
nium.  Health  Care  was  adopted  as  “a 
special  program  emphasis”  within  the 
board  for  the  1985-88  period. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Education  or 
Evangelism  at  1.100-member  UM  church.  Desire 
experience  with  all  age  choirs,  handbells,  and 
experience  in  educational  program  or  evangelism 
outreach.  Job  description  available.  Masters 
preferred.  Salary  negotiable  in  range  of  $18,000  to 
$22,000.  Resume  to  St.  Mark  UMC,  301  W.  Pecan, 
McAllen,  TX  78501  or  call  (512  >  682-1481. 

JOHN  WESLEY  &  THE  HISTORY  of  Methodism 
Study  Tour,  July  5-20.  England,  Scotland,  Wales. 
Typical  tour  sites  plus  Wesleyan  Heritage  sites  with 
college  professor  experienced  in  Methodism  tours. 

Dr.  Jesse  Sowell,  1033  Harrison  Ln.,  Hurst,  Texas 
76063.  (817  )  534-0251,  txt.  4145,  282-4046  .  4  c.e.U,‘s 
credit.  $1,850  from  DFW. 

NATIONAL  MUSIC  PERSONNEL  service  for 
churches  needing  qualified  musicians  (organists, 
choir/music  directors,  etc.)  —  our  70th  vear  Box 
13985,  Gainesville,  FL  32604  (  904  )  376-9055.  Lulton 
Music  Personnel  Service,  Inc. 

TRUSTEES/PASTORS/INDIVIDUALS:  Lease  any 
new  vehicle  (cars,  vans,  or  trucks)  for  your  church, 
pastor  or  yourself.  Save  hundreds.  No  down 
payment,  lower  monthly  payments.  Call  NIALCO 
(915  )  653-6089. 

FOR  SALE:  A.  B.  DICK  675  converted  copy  machint 
plus  A  B.  Dick  electrostatic  conversion  unit  for 
offset  masters.  Walnut  Hill  UMC,  10066  Marsh  Lane. 
Dallas,  TX  75229, 357-5656. 

STILL  AVAILABLE  15-DAY  SCANDINAVIAN/RE¬ 
FORMATION  Tour:  July  8-22, 1983.  Visit  Bergen,  the 
Fjords,  Oslo,  Copenhagen,  Berlin  plus  all  locations 
celebrating  Martin  Luther's  500th  birthday.  All 

COUPLE  INTERESTED  IN  HOUSE  PARENTS  or 
residence  hall  supervisory  position  on  the  college  or 
university  level.  Early  forties,  BS  in  education,  a 
keen  interest  instudents  and  education.  3461  S,  400  E 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84115. 

hosts.  Free  brochure  contact  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger,  241 
East  Third,  Media,  PA  19063. 

OBERAMMERGAU  and  the  Tyrolean  Alps  — 
departing  Cleveland  July  10,  1984  -  Rev.  H.  H. 
Fischer,  5100  Cleveland  Road,  Wooster.  Ohio  44691 
(216)345-6472. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  church  of  1.200  members.  Work  with  all  ages  with 
youth  emphasis.  Salary  negotiable,  commensurate 
with  training  and  experience.  FirstUnited  Methodist 
Church,  Box  522.  Gallatin.  TN 37066. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze. 
Custom  sizes  available.  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  8/8  inch  aluminum.  Mounting 
brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne,  P.O.  Box  157,  Amberg,  WI 54102. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203. 

COME  TO  ALASKA  WITH  ME!  2  wks  Aug.  14,  $2,502 
from  Chicago.  Mrs.  Robert  Pierce,  Box  64.  Wedron, 
IL  60557. 

DIRECTORS  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY  -  Growing 
3,000  member  church  of  suburban  Atlanta  is  in  need 
of  experienced  person  to  develop  ministry  to  young 
singles,  singles  again,  single  parents  and  widowed 
singles.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Search 
Committee,  Roswell  United  Methodist  Church,  814 
Mimosa  Blvd.,  Roswell,  GA  30075. 

FOR  RENT  —  Our  Mountain  home  on  large  acreage 
adjoining  YMCA  conference  grounds.  Estes  Park. 
Colorado.  Completely  furnished,  sleeps  eight.  H.  W. 
Case.  6070  Brentwood  St.,  Arvada,  C080004. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  music  ministries/ 
organist.  Responsibilities:  accomplished  organist, 
director  of  choirs  for  all  ages  and  music  ministry. 
Salary  negotiable.  Position  available  August  1.  Uni- 
versity  community  of  25,000.  Send  resume  with 
references  to  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  1212 

W.  Calhoun,  Macomb,  IL 61455. 

FREE  VACATION  HOUSING  for  Christian  clergy. 
Since  1961, 1202  (list  on  request)  been  here.  Religious 
Vacations,  Inc.,  524  NE  16  Court,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 
33305. 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor, 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 

1326 A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2648. 

CHURCH  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  part-time.  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  Midland,  Texas.  Send 
resume  to  Alan  Delafield,  4501  Thomason,  Midland, 
Texas 79703.  (915  )  694-2544.  Applications  to  May  15th. 

OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACKAGE!  Stay  at 
KELLER'S  COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT,  Rt.  1, 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark  ,  and  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  (Apr.  2  thru  Oct.)  for  only  $18  each,  including 
tickets,  lodging  &  meals!  Call  501/253-8418. 

OPEN:  POSITION  OF  MILWAUKEE  DISTRICT 
Director  of  Urban  Strategy,  the  Primary  Task  is  to 
develop  an  Urban  Strategy  for  the  Milwaukee 
District  Council  on  Ministries  and  develop  a  district¬ 
wide  project.  For  further  information,  salary,  job 
description  and  application  form  write  to  Milwaukee 
District  Office  of  the  UMC,  2001  West  Capitol  Drive, 

HOME-HOSPITAL  VISITOR,  director  of  lay 
speaking  and  executive  officer  desires  position  in 
warm  climate.  Write  Marilyn  Ducharme,  213  Lowe 
Street,  Leominster,  MA  01453.  $25,000or  housing. 

Application  deadline  June  15, 1983 

POSITION  FOR  STUDENT  MINISTER  OPEN  :  The 
Lafayette  United  Methodist  Church  is  currently 
seeking  a  qualified  person  to  fill  a  student  ministry 
position.  Fifteen  hours  a  week,  from  $325  to  $365  per 
month.  Call  (415)  284-4765,  or  write  to  the  church,  955 
Moraga  Road,  Lafayette,  CA  94545,  Attention: 
Minister. 

SEEK  POSITION  as  Director  of  Youth  Activities. 
Experienced,  college  graduate,  single,  24.  David 
Colaw,  7490  Montfort  Court ,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45244. 

CLASSICAL  PILGRIMAGE  featuring  Greece  and 
Rome  and  four  days  Aegean  Sea  Cruise,  September 
7-20,  1983;  air  from  Boston  via  TWA,  first  class 
hotels,  breakfasts  and  dinners,  all  meals  on  cruise 
with  outside  cabins,  transfers,  sightseeing,  seminar 
sessions,  $2,289.  Focus  on  healing  shrines,  St.  Paul's 
travels,  Mystery  religions,  art.  Write  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  L.  Higgins,  P.O.  Box  395,  Rockport,  MA 01966. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education:' 
Applications  being  accepted.  Responsibilities 
include  supervising  already  active  church  school  and 
youth  program.  Salary  package:  $17,000-$I8,500. 
Send  resume  to  United  Methodist  Church,  899 
Yosemite  Parkway,  Merced,  CA  95340. 

CBS  says  program 
met  ‘fairness’  rule 
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Around  the  Conference 


1st  Church  Shreveport 
Holds  Communications  Clinic 


Dr.  Jim  Moore,  co-pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  church,  Shreveport, 
demonstrates  a  satellite  delivered  television  program  for  Dr.  William  K.  Quick, 
(right)  Detroit  pastor  of  Metropolitan  U  M  Church  and  vice-chairperson  of  the 
Commission  on  Communications  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  and  Ms. 
Loyce  Baker,  (back  to  camera),  director  of  Communications  for  the  St.  Luke’s 
Communication  Clinic  held  April  12-13,  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport. 

This  was  the  second  year  for  the  church  to  host  the  Clinic  and  it  was 
announced  that  a  ‘‘Production  Television  Clinic”  has  been  scheduled  at  the 
church  in  the  Fall  of  1984. 

St.  Paul’s  UMW  Observes  Special  Day 

February  17,  1983  was  a  special  day 
for  the  United  Methodist  Women  and 
the  congregation  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church.  Harahan, 

Louisiana.  In  observance  of  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Day  throughout 
the  Conference,  Emmy  Lorusso, 


president,  followed  the  theme, 
“Called  to  Grow.”  Pheribie  Prescott 
spoke  on  the  beginnings  of  the  St. 
Paul’s  unit,  which  started  in  1946. 
Gladys  Anderson  presented  a  Special 
Membership  Pin  to  Debbie  Walley  for 
her  fine  work  during  all  of  1982. 


Vivian  Reports  on  Church  Activities 


Vivian  United  Methodist  Church 
reports  a  number  of  exciting  events. 
To  help  provide  essential  services  for 
the  young  and  old  several  interest 
groups  have  been  organized.  The 
Senior  Citizens  group  meets  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  every  first  and  third 
Thursday  for  games,  fellowship,  and 
a  covered  dish  luncheon.  A  group 
known  as  the  T  and  T  Club  (Twenties 
and  Thirties)  periodically  dines  out, 
and  then  gathers  at  a  member’s  home 
for  fun  and  fellowship.  In  the  future,  it 


is  hoped  that  a  new  group,  The  Forties 
and  Fifties  Club,  will  be  in  operation. 
The  youth  have  been  very  active  as 
they  have  spent  much  time  and  effort 
in  planning  and  attending  a  ski  retreat 
in  Colorado.  Reports  are  that  this 
retreat  was  just  wonderful. 

Homecoming  Day  was  observed 
April  24.  1983.  Also,  Vivian  UMC  is 
gearing  up  for  the  Bicentennial 
Celebration  by  locating  pictures  of  all 
former  pastors  of  the  church  to  hang 
in  a  place  of  honor. 


Starting  Anew 


STARTING  ANEW  —  On  April  17,  United  Methodists  of  St.  Francisville 
celebrated  the  opening  of  their  remodeled  church  school  building  and  new 
Fellowship  Hall.  Both  were  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $160,000.  Dr.  Kenneth  R. 
Reed,  District  Superintendent,  conducted  the  consecration  services.  He  was 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Harold  Babin,  pastor  of  St.  Francisville  and  Tunica. 
Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  are  the  Rev.  Harold  Babin,  Irma  R.  Bickham, 
Edward  I.  Daniel  II  and  Dr.  Reed.  Mrs.  Bickham  and  Mr.  Daniel  were  co¬ 
chairpersons  of  the  Building  Committee.  A  covered  dish  dinner  followed  the 
special  services. 

Handbells  Given  to  St.  John’s 

St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge  has  received  a  gift  of 
Schulmerich  Handbells  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  of  St.  John’s. 

Money  for  these  handbells  was  raised 
by  a  church  bazaar  in  the  fall  of  1982. 

Mrs.  Rita  Smith,  co-chairman  of  the 
Worship  Work  Area,  presented  the  set 
of  bells  on  Palm  Sunday  to  the  Glory 
of  God  and  in  honor  of  Howard  and 


the  congregation.  Mr.  W.  W.  McElroy 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 
accepted  the  gift  of  handbells  on 
behalf  of  the  membership  of  St. 
John's. 

Following  the  dedication  the  bells 
were  played  for  the  first  time  by  the 
new  St.  John’s  Handbell  Ensemble 
directed  by  Dr.  Jerry  Davidson, 


Susie  Parsons,  founding  members  of  Director  of  Music. 

Groundbreaking  at  Blanchard 


ADDING  ON  —  The  Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church  held  a 
Groundbreaking  Ceremony  on  February  20.  The  construction  project  will  give 
the  church  additional  space  for  the  fellowship  hall  offices  and  Sunday  School 
rooms.  Pictured  left  to  right  are  O.  K.  Crowder,  building  committee,  Alex 
Vardeman,  trustees  chairperson,  Terry  Liles,  finance  chairperson.  Nan 
Vaughan,  President  U.M.W.,  the  Rev.  John  R.  Johns.  Leland  Sullivan, 
chairperson  Council  on  Ministries  and  building  committee,  Ken  Lawyer, 
chairperson  administrative  board,  Louis  Hull,  Lay  Leader,  and  the  Rev. 
George  Pearce,  retired  district  superintendent. 


Lay  Delegate  Training  for 
Annual  Conference  Planned 


Alexandria 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 


( via  satellite  Thursday,  May  29 ) 

TRAINING  LOCATIONS  FOR  EACH  DISTRICT 

1st  UMC  Alexandria 

1st  UMC  Denham  Springs 

All  five  downlink  locations  in  the  district. 

1st  UMC  Baton  Rouge 

Wesley  UMC  Baton  Rouge 

1st  UMC  Lafayette 

Asbury  UMC  Lafayette 

1st  UMC  New  Iberia 

Lake  Charles  1st  UMC  Lake  Charles 

Monroe  1st  UMC  Monroe 

New  Orleans-Houma  Carrollton  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans-Slidell  All  seven  downlink  locations  in  the  district: 


1st  UMC 

Bethany 

Munholland 

1st  UMC 

ESM 

1st  UMC 

Aldersgate 

Ruston  1st  UMC 

Shreveport  1st  UMC 

The  television  broadcast  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m., 
begin  at  7  p.m.  in  most  districts. 


New  Orleans 
New  Orleans 
Metairie 
Pontchatoula 
Bogalusa 
Slidell 
Slidell 
Arcadia 
Shreveport 

however,  the  training  program  will 


Churches  That  Paid  100% 
of  Conference  Askings 


(As  Of  April  25, 1983) 

Church  Minister 

Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Wallace  P.  Blackwood 
Cheneyville  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  John  M.  Downs 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Clinton  A.  Jordon 
Oberlin  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Gary  L.  VanHorn 
Simsboro  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Clinton  A.  Jordan 
Harrisonburg  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  I.  Elmer  Malone 
Whites  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 
Lisbon  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
Sieper  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  David  Holden 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria 

Rev.  Major  Goldman 
Clear  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Jon  Tellifero 

Evergreen  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 
Beulah  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Tullos  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Provencal  United  Methodist  Church 

Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Weaver  United  Methodist  Church 

Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Darlington  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 
Center  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Paul  Singletary ,  Sr. 
Days  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Paul  Singletary,  Sr. 
Kinder  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Gary  L.  VanHorn 
Harry’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Bush  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Summerfield  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  John  Oldham 
Mill  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Kurt  Oheim 
Strange  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Kurt  Oheim 
Gilliam  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Cecil  Mims 

Keatchie  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  R.  S.  DeBusk 

Longstreet  United  Methodist  Church 

Dr.  Robert  Taylor 

Martha ville  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Abe  Conerly 


Urania  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  J.T.  Cupples 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 

Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  J.  W.  Wilson 
St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Eddie  Francis 
Palmetto  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Fitzgerald  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Walter  Barabin 
Woodlawn  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Pete  Medak 

Mt.  Vernon  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams 
Ansley  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 
Hosston  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Cecil  Mims 
Ida  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Cecil  Mims 
Sun  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Karl  Wood 

Eddy  Justiss  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  J.  T.  Cupples 
Belah  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 
Bayou  Chicot  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  John  M.  Downs 
St.  Maurice  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Robert  Hollis 

Nesom  Mem.  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 
James  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Obie  Southall 

Church  Point  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Nathan  Avant 
Ville  Platte  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Nathan  Avant 
Hayes  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Robert  D.  Hutson 
Baskin  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Stowe  Harbin 
Kelly  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  B.  Ramon  Warren 
Waldheim  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Spanish  Ministry  United  Methodist 
Church 

Dr.  Juan  Sanfield-Gonzales 
Talisheek  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Wayne  Flowers 
Bienville  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Kurt  F.  Oheim 
Sibley  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Frank  Jones 

New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 

Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 


Attention:  1983  Retirees 


The  first  Louisiana  Conference  Pre- 
Retirement  Workshop  was  a  success. 
The  event  was  held  recently  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria. 
The  following  recommendations,  based 
on  experiences  of  the  workshop 
participants  and  leaders,  were  made  for 
1983  retirees. 

1.  1983  anticipated  retirees  (should 
consult  their  District  superintendents 
regarding  the  severing  of 
relationships  with  the  church, 
including  Conference  and  District 
Board  responsibilities. 

2.  Consult  Dr.  Jimmie  Cataway 
regarding  Pension  and  Hospitali¬ 
zation,  if  you  need  assistance 
regarding  these  matters.  I 

3.  Read  the  Board  of  Pensions  Report  in 
the  1982  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Journal  on  pages  128-130. 

4.  Visit  your  local  Social  Security 
District  office  concerning  your 
retirement  benefits. 

This  workshop  will  be  sponsored  again 


Conference  Calendar 

May,  1983 

6  Mail  Pre-Conference  Reports  and  Lay  Delegate  Nomination  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences 
6  Church  Women  United  May  Fellowship  Day 

8  MacDonell  Children’s  Home  Open  House,  2:00  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m.,  Houma 
17  Cabinet  Meeting,  10:30  a.m.,  Baton  Rouge 
17  Nominating  Committee,  1:30  p.m.,  Baton  Rouge 
19  Lay  Delegate  Training  Program  by  satellite,  7:30  p.m. 

22  Youth  Service  Fund  Day 


Conflict  in  Corinth 

International  Lesson 
Series 


(Lesson  for  May  8) 

By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Acts  18: 1,4-17 

Paul  was  no  stranger  to  conflict.  When 
we  first  hear  of  him  he  is  involved  in  a 
stoning.  Later  we  read  of  him  eagerly 
searching  for  followers  of  Christ  in  order 
that  he  could  arrest  them  and  return 
them  to  Jerusalem  for  trial.  He  seemed 
to  thrive  on  conflict  but,  in  these  early 
days,  he  was  on  the  side  of  the 
establishment,  the  majority. 

Following  his  conversion  to  Christ  he 
joined  the  minority,  the  outsiders,  and 
became  the  target  of  conflict.  In  our 
scripture  lesson  for  today,  we  read  how 
he  continued  to  preach  to  the  Jews  and, 
being  rejected,  threatened  to  turn  away 
from  them  to  the  Gentiles.  Perhaps  it 
was  the  threat  or  some  sudden  insight 
that  led  Jews  who  had  previously  joined 
in  the  rejection  to  accept  and  follow 
Christ. 

When  Gallio  was  proconsul  of  Achaia, 
the  Jews  dragged  Paul  before  the 
tribunal  for  trial.  Gallio  was  much 
beloved  among  the  people  and  highly 
respected.  Seneca,  his  brother,  said, 
“Even  those  who  love  my  brother  Gallio 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power  do  not  love  him 
enough.”  Gallio  was  fair  and  just.^So  he 
told  the  Jews  that  this  was  not  a  case  for 
him  to  handle  and  drove  them  from  the 
tribunal.  And  “they  ail  seized  Sosthenes, 
the  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  and  beat  him 
in  front  of  the  tribunal.”  (It’s  unfortunate 
that  we  can’t  be  certain  whether  “they” 
refers  to  supporters  of  Paul  or  to  some  of 
the  Jews  who  simply  turned  on  their 
leader  for  having  failed  them. ) 

Paul  was  no  stranger  to  conflict  and 
the  purpose  of  this  lesson  is  to  consider 
ways  in  which  conflict  can  be  used  to 
learn  and  to  grow. 

Conflicts  have  always  been  present  in 
society  (and  in  the  church)  simply 
because  society  and  the  Church  are 
made  up  of  human  beings  with  human 
frailties,  not  the  least  of  which  is  self- 
centeredness.  It’s  difficult  to  be  objective 
in  the  midst  of  conflict,  to  see  and 


consider  all  sides  of  the  situation.  Paul 
became  involved  in  many  controversies 
and  never  ran  away  from  conflict.  But  he 
learned  from  conflict  and  always  worked 
for  reconciliation.  We  can  learn  from 
Paul. 

In  those  early  days,  many  people  were 
swayed  by  personalities.  Some  of  Paul’s 
converts  were  greatly  influenced  by  an 
unusually  gifted  preacher,  Apollos,  who 
proclaimed  a  slightly  different  theology 
than  did  Paul.  The  people  of  the  Church 
became  divided  over  which  preacher 
they  like  best  —  Paul  or  Apollos  —  and 
dissention  arose.  Paul  worked  for  the 
restoration  of  unity  in  the  Church  saying 
that  the  people  might  have  “countless 
guides  in  Christ”  but  not  many  fathers, 
(I  Corinthians  4:14-15),  thereby 
indicating  that  he  was  their  father  in  the 
faith.  But  Paul  was  wise  enough  to 
welcome  other  persons  to  leadership  and 
to  insist  that  the  Church  remain 
dedicated  to  Christ  and  not  to  men. 

Question:  As  Annual  Conference 
approaches  with  changes  in  ministerial 
appointments  expected  how  willing  will 
the  congregations  be  to  graciously 
accept  new  pastors,  especially  if  they  are 
particularly  fond  of  the  present  ones? 

Conflicts  usually  arise  because  we  see 
only  one  side  of  issues,  our  side.  But 
conflict  is  not  all  negative  in  its 
influence.  If  we  approach  conflict  with 
open  minds  and  hearts,  we  usually 
rethink  our  thoughts,  our  plans  and 
methods,  our  motives.  We  are  normally 
encouraged  to  be  introspective,  taking  a 
deep  look  at  ourselves.  And,  we  have  the 
wonderful  opportunity  of  reconciling 
differences. 

Question:  Since  conflict  is  part  of  our 
human  existence  and  since  each  of  us  is 
often  confronted  with  conflict,  ask 
yourself,  “What  have  I  done  to  learn 
from  conflict,  to  resolve  it  and  to  effect 
reconciliation?” 

Conflicts  are  never  happy  things.  They 
can  hurt  deeply.  But  very  often  they  can 
provide  opportunity  for  growth,  repriori¬ 
tizing,  and  the  practicing  of  Christ’s  law 
of  love.  In  life,  especially  in  conflict, 
“make  love  your  aim.”  (I  Corinthians 
14:1) 


World  Hunger  Scholarship 
Committee  Holds  Spring  Meeting 


next  year  for  those  ministers  considering 
retirement  in  the  immediate  or  near 
future.  The  Coordinators  for  this  event 
were:  the  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  for  the 
Board  of  Pensions  and  the  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  for  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 

Haynes 
Preaches  for 
Consultation 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  of 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana,  have  just  returned 
from  a  Consultation  visit  on  the  Caribbean 
Church,  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica.  Dr. 
Haynes  served  as  Consultant  and  Preach¬ 
er  for  the  Consultation. 

The  Consultation  was  sponsored  by 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


Pictured  above  are  graduate  students  participating  in  the  World  Hunger 
Scholarship  program  at  L.S.U.  with  Dr.  William  H.  Patrick,  Jr.,  Coordinator  of  the 
Program  and  Dr.  William  Cooper,  Dean  of  the  department  sponsoring  the  program  at 
L.S.U. 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  World 
Hunger  Scholarship  Committee  met 
April  27th  on  the  campus  of  Louisiana 
State  University.  Dr.  William  H.  Patrick, 
Jr.  introduced  students  presently 
receiving  scholarships  and  explained 
how  students  are  selected  for  the 
program.  Included  in  the  items  of 
business  was  the  decision  to  increase  the 
yearly  scholarships  from  $5,800  per 
student  to  $6,000.  The  Rev.  Chris  H. 
Andrews,  Chairperson  for  the  committee 
noted  that  several  churches  in  the 
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Louisiana  Conference  now  sponsor  a 
student  in  the  program  by  providing  a 
full  scholarship. 
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‘Speak  against  war,  work  for  peace’: 
a  meaningful  Mother’s  Day  tribute 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


We  were  somewhat  interested  to  learn 
recently  that  there  is  a  friendly  disagree¬ 
ment  among  historians  regarding  who  can 
most  legitimately  be  called  the  “founder” 
of  Mother’s  Day  (see  article  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

Julia  Ward  Howe  —  probably  best 
known  as  the  author  of  the  “Battle  Hymn 
of  the  Republic"  —  offered  a  Mother’s 
Day  idea  in  1872  when  she  called  on 
mothers  to  rally  together  for  a  special 
time  to  speak  against  war  and  to  work  for 
peace.  According  to  Ms.  Howe  it  was  the 
responsibility  of  mothers  “to  prevent  the 
waste  of  human  life  of  which  they  alone 
bear  and  know  the  cost." 

Mother’s  Day  was  not  established  as  a 
widely  recognized  formal  observance, 
however,  until  35  years  later.  In  1907,  a 
Philadelphia  school  teacher  named  Anna 
Jarvis  was  inspired  by  the  love  she  felt 
for  her  deceased  mother  to  develop  and 
promote  the  first  Mother’s  Day  service 
at  the  St.  Andrews  Methodist  Church  in 
Grafton,  West  Virginia,  where  her  mother 
had  been  a  member.  At  the  same  time  Ms. 
Jarvis  dedicated  the  remaining  years  of 
her  life  to  encouraging  such  services  on  an 
annual  basis  as  a  way  for  children  to  show 
respect  and  love  for  their  mothers  — 
whether  living  or  dead. 

We  see  no  need  to  choose  between  Julia 
Ward  Howe  and  Anna  Jarvis  as  the 
“founder"  of  Mother’s  day,  or  what  is 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


now  observed  in  many  churches  as  the 
Festival  of  the  Christian  Home.  In  fact,  if 
we  can  break  through  the  sentimentality 
and  commercialism  often  associated 
with  Mother’s  Day,  we  should  be  able  to 
recognize  some  basic  similarities  be¬ 
tween  the  Mother’s  Day  thoughts  of  Ms. 
Howe  and  those  of  Ms.  Jarvis.  Although 
the  emphasis  on  “peacemaking”  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  “honoring  mothers,"  the  two 
are  complementary  and  interdependent. 
As  a  Mennonite  said  recently:  “From  the 
mother  of  Moses  in  Egypt  to  the  mother 
of  Jesus,  heroism  for  peace  and  justice  is 
a  hallmark  of  many  biblical  mothers.” 
The  same  could  be  said  of  many^of  our 
mothers. 

Our  desire  for  a  peaceful  world  cannot 
properly  be  separated  from  our 
willingness  to  feel  and  express  love  —  not 
just  to  humanity  in  general,  but  to 
specific  persons,  beginning  with  the 
members  of  our  own  families. 

Most  of  us  probably  experienced  love 
first  —  and  in  its  most  elemental  form  — 
from  our  mothers.  For  the  vast  majority 
of  mothers,  we  suspect  that  the  most 
meaningful  Mother’s  Day  tribute  we  could 
offer  would  be  a  determination  to  “speak 
against  war  and  to  work  for  peace.”  Be¬ 
yond  that,  Christians  should  recognize 
that  the  responsibility  for  promoting  love 
and  peace  belongs  fully  as  much  to  fath¬ 
ers,  brothers  and  sisters  as  to  mothers. 
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My  Witness 

Involvement  in  ‘underground  railroad 
an  act  of  conscience  —  a  leap  of  faith 


By  PEGGY  HUTCHISON 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter  has 
carried  several  news  stories  and  an 
editorial  statement  during  recent  weeks 
concerning  the  involvement  by  a  growing 
number  of  American  Christians  in 
providing  “sanctuary”  to  refugees  from 
the  Central  American  nations  of  Guate¬ 
mala  and  El  Salvador.  The  article  which 
follows  deals  with  the  same  basic  subject 
from  a  different  vantage  point:  that  of  a 
Christian  who  has  struggled  with  the  dif¬ 
ficult  issues  involved  and  decided  to  be¬ 
come  personally  involved  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  movement. 

I  listened,  transfixed,  as  Maria  Elena 
(not  her  real  name)  told  me  her  story. 
Her  deep  brown  eyes  spilled  over  in  tears 
as  she  quietly  shared  with  me  the  events 
that  led  up  to  her  journey  north,  to  this 
small  kitchen  in  a  safe  house  in  Mexico. 
The  exact  circumstances  for  this  refugee 
were  unique,  and  the  results  for  most 
Central  American  refugees  fleeing  their 
home  country  are  the  same. 

Maria  Elena  and  her  18-month-old  son 
lived  with  her  parents  and  two  brothers 
—  one  older  and  one  younger  —  in  El 
Salvador.  El  Salvador,  a  country  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America  the  size  of  Massachusetts, 
or  of  Pima  County,  where  I  live  in 
southern  Arizona.  A  country  involved  in 


Three  questions  to  be  asked  by  Christians 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  what  may  seem  to  be  a  rather 
strange  and  general  query.  I  hope  it  may 
also  be  a  somewhat  useful  one. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  close  friend  of  mine 
remarked  that  there  are  only  three  valid 
questions  for  the  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  ask  people  in  pain  or  confusion : 

1.  Where  does  it  hurt? 

2.  What  did  you  learn? 

3.  How  can  I  ( we )  help? 

That  made  a  great  deal  of  practical 
sense  to  me.  It  forcibly  relocated  the 
church’s  bearings  in  obedience  to  Jesus, 
rather  than  in  playing  Mr.  Answer-Man 
or  Ms.  Fixit,  with  all  the  attendant 
pretensions  to  glory  and  omniscience. 
Now  I’d  like  to  put  these  questions  to 
work;  and,  if  I’m  going  to  do  so,  I  need 
your  help.  Consider  these  questions : 

As  a  Christian,  or  as  a  community  of 
Christians:  when  and  how  have  you  been 
most  effective  in  asking  the  first  and  the 
last  of  these  questions:  “Where  does  it 
hurt" ;  and  “How  can  I  help”? 

When  you’ve  been  on  the  receiving 
end:  what  have  you  learned  from  pain 
and  disorientation;  and  how  have  you 
learned  (or  been  taught)  it? 

In  the  Spirit’s  time,  and  at  the  Father's 
pleasure,  we’ll  see  what  we’ll  see.  And 
we’ll  know  what  we’ll  know. 

Samuel  K  Davis 
Skaneateles,  New  York 

GBGM  leader  clarifies 
Nestle  boycott  stance 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  took 
two  actions  at  its  Spring  meeting 
regarding  infant  formula  and  infant 
feeding  practices  which  I,  as  President  of 
the  board,  wish  to  put  in  context.  You 
reported  on  these  actions  in  your  April  22 
issue,  but  I  believe  your  readers  would  be 
helped  by  the  following  information.  The 
actions  deal  with  continuing  the  boycott 
of  Nestle  and  of  not  releasing  information 
on  a  survey  of  United  Methodist  hospitals 
until  all  data  are  in. 

The  action  on  the  continuation  of  the 
support  of  the  international  boycott  of  the 
Nestle  Corporation  and  its  products  until 
the  criteria  have  been  set  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Boycott  Committee,  was  taken 
after  long  study  on  the  part  of  the  board 
and  after  hearing  from  Dr.  Philip  Woga- 
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man,  who  chairs  the  United  Methodist 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Nestle  Audit  Commission. 

A  principal  reason  for  continuing  the 
boycott  is  that  Nestle  has  yet  to  agree  to 
follow  the  World  Health  Organization 
and  UNICEF  international  code  for 
marketing  breast  milk  substitute 
“structurally  and  universally.” 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  task 
force  acknowledges  that  Nestle  has 
taken  significant  and  commendable 
steps  toward  meeting  the  code.  We 
believe  that  Nestle  improvements  are 
the  result  in  large  part  of  the  boycott. 
The  area  where  the  board’s  task  force 
differs  with  the  GCOM-related  task  force 
headed  by  Dr.  Wogaman  is  whether  or 
not  the  remaining  problems  related  to 
compliance  with  the  code  are  “relatively 
trivial,”  as  they  characterize  them. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  task 
force  agrees  with  the  United  Methodist 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  that  more 
pressure  needs  to  be  put  on  U.S.  manu¬ 
facturers  such  as  Abbott  Laboratories 
(Ross),  Bristol  Myers  (Mead  Johnson), 
and  American  Home  Products  (Wyeth). 
We  have  suggested  that  if  the  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force  is  prepared  to  lead 
the  denomination  into  a  boycott  of  U.S. 
infant  formula  companies’  products,  we 
are  prepared  to  follow. 

A  second  action  taken  by  the  board  was 
not  to  release  data  regarding  the 
practices  of  United  Methodist  Hospitals 
in  regard  to  infant  feeding  —  including 
breast  milk  substitutes  —  until  the  survey 
is  completed.  In  your  April  15  issue  you 
carried  a  United  Methodist  News  Service 
story  in  which  Dr.  Wogaman,  based  on 
responses  from  21  hospitals  concluded 
that  “in  large  numbers”  our  hospitals 
are  at  variance  with  the  WHO  code  and 
employee  practices  that  Nestle  has 
abandoned. 

Several  misunderstandings  are  evident 
in  Dr.  Wogaman’s  contentions.  First,  the 
survey  findings  were  incomplete  and  the 
raw  data  has  yet  to  be  analyzed.  The  pre¬ 
liminary  material  had  been  sent  to  Dr. 
Wogaman  with  a  caution  that  it  was  in¬ 
complete.  Second,  the  World  Health  Or¬ 
ganization’s  code  does  not  specifically 
apply  to  hospitals  but  is  directed  to 


marketers.  Third,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  does  not  own  or  operate 
any  of  these  hospitals.  The  hospitals  are 
related  to  annual  conferences.  These  are 
difficult  problems  where  Christian  women 
and  men  of  goodwill  differ. 

I  hope  this  information  will  be  helpful 
to  readers  of  the  Reporter  in  coming  to 
their  own  conclusions  concerning  these 
ethical  issues. 

Jesse  R.  DeWitt 
Chicago,  Illinois 

NCC  similar 
to  UM  agencies 

To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  honest, 
“let  the  chips  fall  where  they  will”  report 
on  the  troubles  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  discredited  news 
media.  It  is  unfortunate  that  we  gave  the 
media  a  toehold  which  they  could  blow 
all  out  of  proportion. 

I  believe  the  NCC  is  too  similar  to  the 
national  divisions  of  some  of  our  United 
Methodist  Church  boards,  particularly 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Too  many  decisions  are  being  made, 
not  by  elected'  or  appointed  leaders,  but 
by  hired  staff  members  who  have  been  at 
475  Riverside  Drive  for  so  long  that  they 
are  totally  out  of  touch  with  the  reality  of 
the  situation  as  it  now  is. 

Too  many  staff  persons  are  stating 
personal  opinions  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
interpreted  as  church  policy. 

Fred  C.  Christiansen 
Columbus,  Kansas 

Investigation  appreciated 

To  the  Editor 

This  is  a  letter  of  appreciation  for  the 
excellent  work  by  you  and  your  staff  in 
the  recent  series  of  articles  concerning 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  Your 
objective  reporting  was  sorely  needed  to 
put  the  entire  issue  into  perspective.  I  do 
not  know  of  another  news  medium  which 
has  carried  out  this  important  task. 

Your  investigation  and  series  of  articles 
are  especially  commendable  because  of 
the  sympathetic  and  constructive  ap¬ 
proach  you  adopted.  I  hope  that  many 
people  in  the  church  will  see  the  issues  in 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

God’s  healing  seen 
in  human  caring 
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I  was  exhausted.  It  was  9:30  when  I 
boarded  my  plane  in  St.  Louis.  I  was 
worn  out  from  a  week-long  meeting  in 
Washington  and  anticipated  an  all-night 
writing  session  to  meet  my  deadline  the 
next  day.  There  was  a  screaming  baby 
behind  me.  The  flight  attendants  were 
fussing  about  seatbelts.  I  just  wanted  to 
be  left  alone. 

Minutes  before  we  took  off  a  woman 
boarded  the  plane,  her  head  held  back,  a 
towel  across  her  face.  Her  nose  had  been 
bleeding  for  over  an  hour,  she  said  as  she 
slid  into  the  seat  directly  in  front  of  me.  A 
gentle,  platinum-haired  woman  of  about 
50  years,  she  was  visibly  frightened  and 
embarrassed  by  stares  from  other  pas¬ 
sengers.  “I’ve  never  had  a  nosebleed,” 
she  told  me  apologetically,  “but  I  have 
high  blood  pressure.  ’  ’ 

The  people  around  her  continued  to 
stare,  and  some  even  moved  to  different 
seats.  No  one,  myself  included,  offered 
much  help.  I  once  had  some  first  aid 
training,  but  I  also  have  a  nagging  fear  of 
doing  the  wrong  thing  and  getting  sued. 
Finally,  my  conscience  got  the  better  of 
me.  I  tied  an  ice  bag  for  her  and  feebly 
suggested  all  the  remedies  I  knew  for 
nosebleeds. 

Suddenly,  two  eager,  soft-spoken  wo¬ 
men  approached  us.  They  were  student 
nurses,  they  explained,  returning  to  Dal¬ 
las  from  a  convention  in  St.  Louis. 

Those  young  nurses  literally  took  over 
our  section  of  the  plane  as  they  helped 
their  new  patient  lie  down.  They  ordered 
gauze  pads  and  ice  from  the  galley  and 
held  ice  packs  to  the  woman’s  face  for  an 
hour  and  a  half.  They  spoke  soothingly  to 


Garlinda  Burton 
her  and  dismissed  her  “not  wanting  to  be 
any  trouble”  with  a  “That’s  our  job. 
We’re  nurses.” 

Their  concern  became  contagious.  The 
rest  of  the  passengers  relaxed.  We 
passed  cold  drinks  to  each  other  and 
helped  the  flight  attendants  maneuver 
their  heavy  beverage  cart  so  as  not  to 
disturb  the  nurses.  And  after  the  nurses 
went  to  work,  others  offered  to  help, 
including  a  man  who  “had  a  little 
medical  training  in  the  army.  ’  ’  The  flight 
attendants  seemed  to  lose  their  irritated 
demeanor  and  kept  the  nurses  supplied 
with  gauze,  ice,  blankets  and  pillows. 

When  the  bleeding  finally  slowed  — 
minutes  before  we  touched  down  —  we 
all  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief.  And  I 
thanked  God. 

The  Gospel  of  Mark  tells  a  story  of  a 
paralytic  man  whose  friends  so  cared  for 
him  that  they  disturbed  a  meeting  where 
Jesus  was  teaching,  tore  a  hole  in  the 
roof  of  the  house,  and  lowered  their 
friend  into  the  house  so  Jesus  would  heal 
him.  Rather  thari  scolding  them,  Jesus 
praised  them  for  their  persistence. 

The  nurses  on  the  plane  were  similarly 
persistent  and  their  concern  was  infec¬ 
tious.  They  were  willing  figuratively  to 
“bring  down  the  roof”  to  help  a  sister 
in  trouble.  As  a  result  everyone  around 
the  scene  became  involved  in  a  small  way. 
And  once  again  God’s  miracle  of  healing 
was  observable  —  not  only  in  the  stricken 
woman’s  but  also  in  others  of  us  who 
sought  to  help  her  —  as  human  hands  be¬ 
came  the  instruments  of  God’s  love 
and  care. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


the  same  spirit,  putting  aside  the  rhetoric 
and  emotions  that  have  confused  us  all. 

Lastly,  let  me  express  the  hope  that  you 
will  apply  the  same  kind  of  compassionate 
reporting  to  future  problems  that  threaten 
to  divide  us.  Gary  N.  Clark 

Kirkwood,  Missouri 

Error  in  NCC 
coverage  cited 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  articles  on 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  appearing  in 
the  Reporter  recently.  On  the  whole  I 
think  they  are  useful. 

However,  it  seems  to  me  that  you  make 
a  crucial  error  in  your  description  of  the 
organization  of  the  NCC  which  seriously 
distorts  your  picture  of  how  it  works. 

You  repeatedly  indicate  that  the 
various  program  units  of  the  NCC  are 
controlled  by  oversight  committees 
which  usually  are  not  chosen  by  their 
denominations  but  by  the  very  office  they 
are  called  upon  to  guide.  Thus  there  is  no 
accountability  link  to  the  churches. 

That  is  quite  incorrect  at  least  where 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  is  concerned. 
All  of  the  oversight  committees  through 
which  we  channel  funds,  and  through 
which  we  do  cooperative  work,  have 
members  which  are  chosen  by  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  not  by  the  office  they 
are  guiding. 

I  am  sorry  that  this  error  is  being 
widely  disseminated.  I  hope  you  can  do 
something  to  correct  it. 

David  M.  Stowe 
New  York,  New  York 

High  standards  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

You  should  get  high  ratings  for  your 
scholarly,  objective  handling  of  the  Ncc 
scholarly,  objective  handling  of  the  NCC 
vs.  CBS  affair. 

I  have  a  feeling  that  a  pretty  high 
standard  of  good  journalism  is  being 
set  for  other  news  media  —  including  CBS. 
Virgil  A.  Kraft 
Palm  Springs,  California 
Report  on  sanctuary 
resolution  protested 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  in  the  April  15  issue  of  the 
Reporter  headlined  “Sanctuary:  symbol 
of  hope  or  naivete?”  left  me  with  the 
feeling  that  I’d  read  an  editorial.  The 
article  never  explains  why  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  has 
decided  to  support  the  concept  of 
“sanctuary.” 

Protecting  these  people  does  function 
as  a  protest  against  the  closing  of  our 
borders  to  those  fleeing  the  terror  of  El 
Salvador.  Offering  sanctuary  is  primarily 
an  act  of  compassion. 

Sanctuary  is  being  offered  because 
return  to  El  Salvador  for  many  of  these 
refugees  could  mean  imprisonment, 
torture  or  death.  A  magician  recently 
made  the  Statue  of  Liberty  disappear  on 
national  television.  Indeed  the  great  lady 
is  disappearing.  Each  time  a  refugee  is 
returned  to  hell  a  piece  of  her  fades  from 
view.  Lewis  Archer 

Keedysville,  Maryland 
Church  membership 
a  two-way  street 

To  the  Editor: 

My  sympathy  is  profound  for  Dick 
Dunn,  of  Wiloughby,  Ohio,  who  wrote  on 
the  church’s  failure  to  singles  (UMR 
“Letters,”  April  15).  It  is  sad  that  Mr. 
Dunn  does  not  see  his  opportunity  to 
serve.  Who  better  than  he  to  start  a 
singles’  program  in  his  church? 

His  problem  was  defined  in  his  first 
paragraph  “.  .  .  the  church  that  had 
nurtured  me  all  my  life  ...”  Church 
membership  is  a  two-way  street  —  to 
serve  and  to  be  nurtured. 

I’ve  been  a  widow  for  20  years,  but  I’ve 
always  found  a  welcome  at  church. 
Presently  I’m  the  oldest  member  (70)  in 
a  new  church  of  young  families  and 
singles.  I  am  welcomed  and  I  enjoy  any 
church  activity  I  attend.  I  serve  as  much 
as  my  talent  and  health  permit. 

Mr.  Dunn,  the  ball  is  in  your  court! 
What  are  you  going  to  do  with  it? 

Thelma  E.  Honey 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 


a  civil  war.  A  country  where  2%  of  the 
people  own  62%  of  the  land.  A  country 
where  for  the  past  3  years  over  40,000 
people  have  been  killed  —  a  majority  not 
in  combat,  not  caught  in  the  midst  of 
crossfire,  but  mutilated,  raped,  tortured, 
and  butchered  in  cold  blood.  A  country 
that  received  $81  million  of  military  aid 
as  well  as  military  advisors  from  the 
United  States  in  1982;  the  Reagan  Admin¬ 
istration  has  requested  $110  million  in 
military  aid  this  year. 

According  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  the  Red  Cross,  Amnesty  In¬ 
ternational,  and  the  United  Nations, 
men,  women,  and  children  are  dragged 
at  night  from  their  homes  by  military  and 
paramilitary  death  squads  routinely  in 
El  Salvador.  In  the  morning,  their 
mutilated  bodies  turn  up  in  roadside 
ditches,  garbage  dumps,  creeks,  and 
rivers.  Priests,  nuns,  journalism,  stu¬ 
dents,  preachers,  campesinos,  union 
members,  Bible  teachers  —  all  are 
victims. 

A  portrait  of  terror 

One  day  Maria  Elena’s  17-year-old 
brother  Jose  Luis  did  not  return  home 
from  school.  The  family  heard  nothing 
about  him.  They  looked  everywhere  for 
him.  Their  mother  even  walked  all  over 
the  province  in  search  of  her  son,  but  to 
no  avail.  He  just  disappeared.  Weeks 
later  his  tortured  body  turned  up  in  a  gar¬ 
bage  dump.  From  a  friend  in  the 
National  Guard,  Maria  Elena’s  father 
learned  a  month  later  that  his  eldest  son 
of  26  years  was  also  on  a  death  list.  Maria 
Elena’s  brother  was  sent  into  hiding  just 
in  time,  for  two  days  later  the  National 
Guard  came  to  search  the  house  for  him. 

When  they  learned  he  was  not  there, 
the  soldiers  became  angry.  One  soldier 
ripped  up  the  picture  of  Archbishop  Ro¬ 
mero  that  was  posted  on  the  wall.  (Arch¬ 
bishop  Oscar  Arnulfo  Romero  of  San 
Salvador,  who  spoke  out  against  military 
rule  in  his  country,  was  assassinated  on 
March  24, 1980  by  right  wing  forces  while 
giving  mass.)  The  soldiers  left.  That 
evening  Maria  Elena  met  with  her  par¬ 
ents,  an  encounter  she  will  never  forget. 
The  following  day,  in  search  of  tem¬ 
porary  asylum,  this  young  woman  and 
her  son  Alejandro  began  their  journey 
northward  to  the  United  States. 

I  was  silent  for  a  few  moments.  I  had 
not  yet  become  hardened  to  the  stories. 
Every  new  refugee  punctured  my  world 
of  safety  and  security.  I  knew  right  away 
that  I  and  a  growing  network  of  people 
would  help  these  pilgrims  make  prepara¬ 
tions  to  cross  the  southern  border  of  the 
United  States  illegally  and  continue  their 
journey.  I  couldn’t  help  but  reflect  back 
upon  the  intellectual,  emotional,  and  spi¬ 
ritual  struggle  that  had  helped  me  to 
conclude  that  becoming  involved  in  the 
underground  railroad  for  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  refugees  was  my  “Christian  mission.” 

I  studied  the  law 

I  had  studied  the  laws.  On  one  hand, 
my  actions  mean  a  violation  of  section 
274  of  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Act  of  1952.  The  legal  consequences  for 
being  charged  with  transporting,  aiding, 
or  “harboring  an  illegal  alien”  could 
mean  a  fine  of  up  to  $2,000  and/or  being 
imprisoned  for  up  to  5  years  (for  each 
“alien”). 

On  the  other  hand,  my  actions  are  in 
compliance  with  the  Refugee  Act  of  1980. 
Adopted  by  the  United  States  Congress  to 
meet  the  United  Nations  Convention  and 
Protocol  on  Refugees,  this  law  states  that 
the  United  States  should  accord  refugee 
or  asylum  status  to  persons  who  cannot 
return  to  their  country  of  origin  because 
of  persecution,  or  fear  of  persecution,  for 
reasons  of  race,  religion,  nationality,  or 
membership  in  a  particular  social  group 
or  political  opinion. 

Nevertheless,  the  U.S.  government 
refuses  to  grant  them  their  proper  status. 
In  1980  alone,  our  government  eaptured 
and  returned  over  35,000  people  to  El 
Salvador.  In  three  years,  a  mere  76 
Salvadorans  have  been  granted  political 
asylum.  Presently,  there  are  thousands 
of  refugees  from  El  Salvador  and 
Guatemala,  both  free  on  bond  or  being 
held  in  detention  in  the  U.S.,  while  ap¬ 
pealing  their  denials  of  asylum. 

Scripture  guidance  sought 

But  my  struggle  was  more  than  just  an 
intellectual  exercise  in  law.  I  also  sought 
direction  for  my  decision  from  the  scrip¬ 
tures.  I  found  the  message  of  Leviticus  19 
echoed  by  many  prophets  throughout  the 
Old  Testament:  “Do  not  mistreat 
foreigners  who  are  living  in  your  land. 
Treat  them  as  you  would  a  fellow 
Israelite,  and  love  them  as  you  love  your¬ 
selves.  Remember  that  you  were  once 
foreigners  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  I  am  the 
Lord  your  God.”  Certainly  Jesus’  exam¬ 
ple  was  clear  to  me:  feed  the  hungry, 
clothe  the  naked,  welcome  the  stranger, 
take  care  of  the  sick,  visit  the  im¬ 
prisoned;  do  this  without  regard  to  race, 
nationality,  class,  sex,  or  creed.  And  was 
it  not  the  Good  Samaritan  who  responded 
to  the  man  who  was  robbed,  beaten,  and 
left  half-dead  at  the  side  of  the  road  that 
Jesus  used  as  an  example  in  his  parable? 
It  was  not  the  priest  or  the  Levite,  but  the 
Samaritan  —  the  foreigner,  the  alien,  the 
outcast  of  society  —  who  responded. 

Still,  my  decision  to  become  active  in 
the  underground  railroad  could  not  be 
completed  until  I  spent  time  in 
meditation,  reflection,  and  prayer.  In 
time,  my  choice  became  clearer  and 
clearer:  I  could  collaborate  with  the 
United  States  government  which  helps 
sponsor  the  torture  of  thousands  of 
people;  I  could  learn  to  live  with 
atrocity;  or,  I  could  stand  with  the  op¬ 


pressed  and  persecuted  Salvadorans  and 
Guatemalans  and  respond  to  these 
sojourners  in  my  midst;  I  could  break  a 
“law  of  the  land”  in  order  to  seek  to  obey 
the  laws  of  God. 

A  heavy  responsibility 

My  decision  to  be  civilly  disobedient 
carries  a  heavy  responsibility.  It  means 
that  at  any  time  I  must  be  ready  and 
even  willing  to  submit  to  the  penalty  for 
civil  disobedience.  As  both  Gandhi  and 
Martin  Luther  King  pointed  out,  the 
criminal  lawbreaker  performs  her/his 
acts  under  cover  and  seeks  to  avoid 
punishment;  the  nonviolent  resister  must 
be  willing  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  disobe¬ 
dience  without  complaint.  That  willing¬ 
ness  and  readiness  has  probably  been  the 
most  difficult  part  of  my  struggle.  Yet  the 
words  of  Gandhi,  later  shared  by  Martin 
Luther  King,  have  helped  to  give  me 
strength:  “Non-cooperation  with  evil  is  as 
much  a  duty  as  cooperation  with  good.” 

My  involvement  in  the  “underground 
railroad”  and  the  sanctuary  movement 
for  Central  American  refugees  has  been 
a  process.  That  process  has  included  an 
exercise  in  reflection  upon  my  actions. 
For  it  is  only  after  a  time  of  praxis  — 
reflection  upon  my  actions  and  my 
reflections  —  that  I  have  been  able  more 
completely  to  understand  my  faith. 

Involvement  strengthens  faith 

The  most  important  and  surprising 
result  of  my  actions  and  reflections  has 
been  that  my  Christian  faith  is  stronger. 
The  living  witness  of  Central  American 
refugees  —  their  persistence,  their 
strength,  their  understanding  of  the 
gospel  —  is  phenomenal.  Their  life  ex¬ 
periences  have  taught  them  that  death, 
destruction,  poverty,  exploitation,  and 
oppression  are  not  the  will  of  God.  Jesus 
the  Christ  brought  us  a  message  and  ex¬ 
ample  of  hope,  resurrection,  life,  change. 
People  can  be  liberated  from  everything . 
and  everyone  that  keeps  them  enslaved.  • 
Through  the  testimonies  of  Central  Amer- . 
ican  refugees  I  have  come  to  understand . 
liberation  brought  about  by  Good  News  in  . 
a  much  deeper  way. 

The  journey  that  Maria  Elena,  Alejan-. 
dro,  and  I  made  was  completed  safely 
and  without  incident.  They  are  two  of 
hundreds  of  refugees  who  have  come, 
through  the  “underground  railroad”  to 
safety  in  a  sanctuary  church.  But  those 
helped  through  the  “underground  rail¬ 
road”  are  just  a  drop  in  the  bucket  com¬ 
pared  to  the  great  fishnet  of  the  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Service  and  Border  Patrol. 

My  involvement  with  the  underground  . 
railroad  has  been  a  leap  of  faith  and  an ; 
act  of  conscience  which  has  allowed, 
myself  and  other  people  of  faith  to’JjBin 
Central  American  refugees  in  their 
struggle  for  peace  with  justice.  And 
finally,  it  has  brought  greater  meaning  to 
Martin  Luther  King’s  message  in  the  last . 
speech  he  gave  before  his  assassination: 
“There  comes  a  time  when  one  must 
make  a  decision;  a  decision  which  is  nei¬ 
ther  safe  nor  publicly  acceptable,  be¬ 
cause  one’s  conscience  tells  one  it  is  right.” 

On  March  26,  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  voted  to  endorse  efforts  to 
protect  Salvadorans  from  arrest  and 
deportation  (see  UMR,  April  15).  This 
was  done  by  encouraging  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations  to  offer  sanctuary  to 
Salvadorans  who  have  entered  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  illegally.  I  strongly  support  this 
action  by  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
However,  I  think  that  local  churches 
must  go  through  a  process  of  study, 
discussion,  reflection,  and  prayer  before 
they  take  action.  Declaring  sanctuary 
and  becoming  involved  in  the  struggles 
of  Central  American  refugees  is  a 
responsibility  and  commitment  that 
must  not  be  taken  lightly.  It  is  an  act  of 
conscience  and  a  leap  of  faith. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
experiences  of  the  Christian  faith.  This 
week's  contributor.  Peg  Hutchison,  is  a 
member  of  Menlo  Park  UMC  in  Tucson, 
Arizona  (Pacific  &  Southwest  Conference). 


POSITIONS  OPEN 

We  are  looking  for  three  persons  to' 
fill  special  roles  on  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  staff.  We  are 
looking  for  persons  with  a  high  energy 
level,  a  commitment  to  excellence,  an 
active  Christian  commitment,  and  a 
willingness  to  relocate  in  Dallas. 

EDITORIAL  STAFF/DESIGN 

We  have  an  opening  for  someone  with . 
newspaper  layout/design  experience, 
abilities  in  rewrite,  copy  reading,  andL 
photography  (including  darkroom), 
and  basic  reporting  and  writing  skills. 

EDITORIAL  STAFF/EDITORIALS 

We  have  an  opening  for  someone  with 
writing  skill,  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  church,  an  ability  to  reflect  upon 
contemporary  events  and  trends  from  a 
perspective  grounded  in  Christian  the¬ 
ology,  and  an  ability  to  engage  in  cre¬ 
ative  dialogue  with  persons  of  every 
bent.  Journalistic  training  and/or 
editorial  writing  experience  desirable. 

PROMOTION 

We  have  an  opening  for  a  person  with 
proven  promotional  skills,  the  ability  to 
relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  working  knowledge  of 
the  church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how; 
a  newspaper  can  enhance  the  church’s 
ministry.  Advertising,  public  relations,- 
or  marketing  experience  desirable. 

The  salary  level  and  benefits  are" 
negotiable  for  each  of  these  positions.  ; 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  fits  any, 
of  these  profiles,  contact  Dan  Louis,  the; 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box- 
221076,  Dallas.  TX  75222  or  (214)  630-: 
6495. 
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African  evangelizing  counts  on  Western  partners 


IDA  BEATRICE  BROOKS 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  -  With  African  United  Meth¬ 
odists  evangelizing  whole  villages  in 
heretofore  isolated  areas,  church  mem¬ 
bership  there  has  grown  as  much  as  ten 
percent  per  year.  And  U.S.  church  mem¬ 
bers  are  partners  in  further  church  de¬ 
velopment  with  their  dollars  and  skills. 

So  said  Ida  Beatrice  Brooks,  a  United 
Methodist  laywoman  from  Monrovia, 
Liberia.  Ms.  Brooks,  a  trained  psychiatric 
nurse,  has  been  touring  the  U.S.  since 
September,  visiting  churches  to  promote 
the  “Africa  Church  Growth  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Special  Program,”  established  in 
1980  by  the  General  Conference. 

Ms.  Brooks  described  the  booming 
African  cities  as  offering  lots  of  room  for 
church  growth.  She  attributed  the 
phenomenal  growth  of  African  churches 
to  the  sense  of  personal  responsibility 


God  language: 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  The  General  Council 
on  Ministries  spent  more  than  an  hour 
here  last  week  discussing  language  about 
God. 

The  discussion  was  the  major  part  of  a 
presentation  by  the  United  Methodist 
Task  Force  on  Language  Guidelines 
which  was  formed  at  the  direction  of  the 
1980  General  Conference  by  the  GCOM. 

The  task  force  is  assigned,  among 
other  things,  to  inquire  into  the  power 
and  meaning  of  words,  symbols  and 
images  of  God  that  are  prevalent  in  the 
church  and  which  lead  to  limiting 
relationships  among  persons.  Further,  it 
is  to  identify  language  which  would  en¬ 
courage  wholeness  and  reconciliation 
among  persons  in  the  church  and  beyond. 

The  GCOM  can  act  as  it  chooses  on  the 
task  force  report  which  is  expected  to  go 
in  some  form  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  task  force  made  national  news  in 
February  when  a  preliminary  release  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  task  force  planned  to 
recommend  that  United  Methodists  avoid 
using  either  “Lord”  or  “King”  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  God. 

This  set  off  a  flurry  of  responses,  in¬ 
cluding  numerous  letters  to  the  Reporter 
(see  Letters  page  on  March  4.)  Many 
United  Methodists  clearly  felt  very  emo¬ 
tionally  and  strongly  about  this  recom¬ 
mendation. 

“Father”  —  alternatives  debated 

Another  name  for  God,  "Father,” 
generated  most  of  the  April  26  discussion 
here,r,Like  "U>rd”  and  “King,"  it  has 
been  set  aside  by  the  task  force  for  "par¬ 
ticular  attention." 

The  task  force  report  acknowledges 


that  to  some  persons  "the  term  ‘Father’ 
symbolizes  the  patriarchal  values  and 
symbols  of  the  Judeo-Christian  faith  ...” 

As  an  alternative  to  "Father,"  the  task 
force  mentioned  only  one,  the  Aramaic 
word  "Abba”  which  the  task  force 
described  as  "a  very  intimate  form  of  ad¬ 
dress,  closer  to  ‘daddy’  than  ‘father’  in 
meaning,  emphasizing  Jesus’  feeling  of 
closeness  to  God.”  The  task  force  also 
notes  that  “Abba"  is  not  “a  currently 
used  word  and  thus  is  “free  from 
culturally  conditioned  meanings.” 

But  discussion  within  GCOM  indicated 
that  if  there  is  indeed  any  suitable  sub¬ 
stitute  for  “Father,”  "Abba”is  probably 
not  it.  As  one  pastor  put  it,  “Any  sub¬ 
stitution  for  ‘father’  is  going  to  be  a 
problem  for  many.  If  we  are  not  sure  the 
substitution  is  better,  maybe  none  at  all 
is  better. 

The  task  force  heard  conflicting  advice 
on  how  to  proceed,  ranging  from  caution 
to  "press  on  and  don’t  be  afraid.” 

Two  bishops  expressed  their  concern. 
Bishop  John  B.  Warman  of  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  conference  said  the  “Fa¬ 
ther”  section  “does  what  we  said  we  were 
not  going  to  do,  rewrite  the  Bible.”  He 
favored  omitting  the  entire  section. 

Bishop  Joel  McDavid  of  Atlanta  was 
concerned  about  the  larger  part  of  the 
task  force  report  of  which  the  “Father” 
section  was  one  part.  He  said  it  needs  to 
be  made  clear  that  neither  the  task  force 
nor  the  GCOM  “is  attempting  to  trans¬ 
late  or  change  the  Bible.” 

Task  force  chairperson  Carolyn  Hen- 
ninger  Oehler  of  Chicago  agreed  that  this 
is  not  the  task  force’s  purpose  or  man¬ 
date  but  said  the  group  instead  is 
focusing  on  "contemporary  usages”  of 
language. 

When  Bishop  McDavid  reiterated  that 


held  by  Christians  there.  "It  has  become 
part  of  our  Christian  tradition  to  share 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  people  we 
meet  everyday,”  she  said  in  an  interview 
with  the  Reporter. 

“It  is  quite  common  to  see  a  Christian 
on  a  city  bus  walk  over  to  a  stranger  and 
say,  ‘I  found  something  wonderful  and  I 
want  to  share  it  with  you.’  We  don’t  care 
who  is  watching  us.  We  just  want  to 
profess  publicly  that  we  are  Christians,” 
Ms.  Brooks  said. 

Through  the  development  fund  —  an 
Advance  “second-mile  giving”  program 
—  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
in  Angola,  Liberia,  Mozambique, 
Nigeria,  Sierra  Leone,  Zaire  and  Zim¬ 
babwe,  with  UMs  in  the  U.S.  and 
Europe,  set  a  goal  of  $7  million  to  be 
raised  by  1984.  The  Africa  churches  have 
agreed  to  raise  $1  million. 

The  money  supports  scholarships  for 

#  Discussion 
continues 

he  hopes  a  statement  could  be  made 
clearly  that  this  is  not  an  attempt  to  re¬ 
translate  the  Bible,  Ms.  Oehler  respon¬ 
ded,  “I  have  made  notes  of  that.” 

The  GCOM’s  president,  Bishop  Dwight 
Loder,  underscored  Ms.  Oehler ’s  inter¬ 
pretation.  He  insisted  that  any  allegation 
that  the  task  force  or  the  council  is  at¬ 
tempting  to  re-translate  the  Bible  “is  a 
gross  misunderstanding.”  What  is  being 
dealt  with,  he  said,  is  “uses  and  interpre¬ 
tation  of  language,  especially  in  church 
school  material.” 

The  task  force  report  in  a  section  on 
sexism  which  elicited  no  comment  at  this 
meeting  points  out,  "If  the  words  used  in 
Children’s  materials  about  God  are 
limited  to  male  words  —  Father,  King, 
Lord,  Master  and  He  —  during  the  for¬ 
mative  years,  then  at  a  very  deep  level 
those  images  will  always  remain,  even 
after  the  intellectual  concept  of  God  has 
been  enlarged  and  deepened.” 

Task  force  to  report  again 
This  was  the  task  force’s  next  to  last 
report  to  the  council.  The  10-person  group 
—  five  women  and  five  men  —  will  meet 
again  in  early  May,  then  present  its  final 
report  to  the  council  here  in  November  for 
action  and  referral  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

The  GCOM  did  adopt  one  new  section 
for  the  1979  churchwide  guidelines  on 
eliminating  discriminatory  language  en¬ 
titled  "Guidelines  for  Eliminating 
Racism,  Ageism,  Sexism  and  Handi- 
cappism  from  United  Methodist 
Materials.  Only  the  portion  on  “handi- 
cappism”  was  new. 

The  adopted  guideline  was  referred  to 
all  UM  agencies,  including  the 
Publishing  House  for  their  immediate  use. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


clergy  and  laity,  libraries,  hospitals, 
church  building  projects  and  trans¬ 
portation  for  pastors  of  rural  parishes. 

Speaking  to  leaders  of  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  last  week,  Ms.  Brooks  outlined 
three  goals  of  the  special  program. 

(•)  To  support  training  for  lay  and 
clergy  leaders  ; 

(•)  To  build  churches  for  growing 
congregations  and  repair  existing 
buildings  and; 

(•)  To  support  evangelism  efforts  and 
spread  the  Gospel  to  rural  villages. 

The  Africa  program  is  unique  in  that  it 
is  the  first  large-scale  church  project  ad¬ 
ministered  by  African  representatives 
from  nine  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  (three  in  Zaire).  The  oversight 
committee  is  composed  of  27  African 
representatives  along  with  persons  from 
the  churches  in  Europe  and  the  U.S. 


The  needs  of  each  country  served  by 
the  development  program  are  different, 
Ms.  Brooks  told  the  Reporter.  The 
growth  of  churches  in  Liberia,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  has  slowed,  but  repairs  on  older 
church  buildings  and  lay  leadership 
training  are  urgent  needs,  she  said. 

In  countries  such  as  Mozambique  and 
Zimbabwe,  wars  have  destroyed  many 
church  buildings  so  that  reconstruction  is 
a  major  target  of  the  development  fund 
there.  Also  in  Mozambique,  the  churches 
have  selected  14  pastors  to  study  abroad, 
she  said. 

In  Sierra  Leone  and  Zaire,  where  the 
church  is  growing  most  rapidly,  the  goals 
are  to  establish  nearly  100  more 
congregations  each  by  1984 
Angola  United  Methodists  hope  to 
double  their  membership  to  100,000  and 
recruit  100  more  pastors  by  the  end  of 
Ms.  Brooks  said  the  role  of  women  has 


been  greatly  enhanced  through  African 
church  relations  Avith  the  West.  United 
Methodist  Women  have  become  respect¬ 
ed  church  leaders  in  Africa. 

Ms.  Brooks  lauded  the  U.S.  and 
European  missionaries  for  bringing 
Christianity  to  the  African  Continent.  As 
a  result,  she  said,  the  churches  now  have 
African  bishops,  district  superintendents 
and  pastors  who  are  respected  leaders  in 
their  communities  as  well  as  in  their 
churches. 

She  said  Western  missionaries  in  the 
1980s  can  best  serve  Africans  by  bringing 
more  technical,  medical  and  agricultural 
skills  to  these  nations. 

"Africa  is  both  very  rich  and  very 
poor,”  she  said.  "We  have  natural 
resources  but  we  still  have  few 
methods  for  turning  them  into  useful 
products  for  ourselves  and  for  export. 


3-part  priority  proposed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  A  three-part 
program  with  a  $10  million  annual  goal  is 
being  recommended  as  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  "missional  priority”  for  1985-88. 

The  recommendation  came  on  a  56-28 
vote  here  April  27  by  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  which  has  representatives 
from  each  of  the  73  annual  conferences. 

The  three  components  are:  (1) 
development  and  implementation  of 
justice  ministries  at  every  level  of  the 
UMC;  (2)  development  of  new  church¬ 
es/congregations;  (3)  revitalization  of 
existing  churches  and  congregations. 

It  is  further  emphasized  that  a  major 
focus  within  all  three  components  will  be 
the  strengthening  and  development  of 
ethnic  minority  local  churches. 

The  council,  in  its  2-1  vote,  overturned 
the  recommendation  of  its  own  program 
unit  on  missional  priorities.  Earlier  that 
same  day  the  missional  priority  unit 
members  defeated  the  proposed  three- 


component  approach  and  voted  13-6  to 
recommend  continuing  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  the  current  ( 1981-84)  single  missional 
priority,  widely  known  as  EMLC  (ethnic 
minority  local  church) . 

The  adopted  recommendation  suggests 
a  financial  goal  in  1985-88  of  an  ap¬ 
portioned  benevolence  of  $10  million  per 
year  (or  about  $1  per  year  for  each  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist),  yielding  $40  million  for 
the  quadrennium.  It  is  further  proposed 
that  at  least  50  percent  per  year  be  for 
the  continuing  task  of  strengthening  and 
developing  ethnic  minority  local  churches/ 
congregations,  in  other  words,  for  con¬ 
tinuing  the  present  missional  priority. 

This  “slippage”  was  argued  by  several 
who  spoke  in  favor  of  continuing  and 
strengthening  EMLC  as  the  sole  mission¬ 
al  priority.  To  put  EMLC  into  a  broader 
priority,  one  argued,  would  cause  the  de¬ 
nominational  commitment  to  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  local  churches  to  “quietly  disappear.” 

Another  argued  that  even  if  the  ethnic 


minority  emphasis  does  receive  more 
money  under  the  new  proposal,  "to  some 
ethnic  minority  leaders  some  things  are 
more  important  than  money  . . .  The  other 
causes  (justice  ministries  and  new  church 
development)  would  continue  anyhow 
with  major  funding.  We  need  to  spotlight 
where  the  gospel  meets  the  road.” 

The  title  for  the  proposed  three- 
pronged  missional  priority  is  “The  Church 
Alive.”  A  14-page  paper  was  presented 
in  support  of  it,  but  only  the  first  para¬ 
graph  —  the  basic  recommendation  — 
was  adopted.  A  final  draft  will  be  brought 
back  to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
here  in  November. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Sending  living  animals  to  help  people  help  feed  themselves  is  the  special  project  of  Heifer  Project  Inter¬ 
national,  which  is  supported  by  many  United  Methodists. 

Ohioans’  commitment  life  giving 


CLEVELAND  (RNS)  —  Chet  and 
Nancy  Kermode  spend  a  good  deal  of 
their  time  fulfilling  a  commitment  they 
made  five  years  ago  to  do  something 
about  hunger  in  the  world. 

They  do  this  largely  by  supporting 
Heifer  Project  International,  an 
organization  that  for  more  than  40 
years  has  sent  live  animals  to  foreign 
nations  to  help  the  poor  help  them¬ 
selves.  The  Kermodes  have  been  joined 
in  this  work  by  their  suburban  church, 
Garfield  Memorial  United  Methodist  in 
Pepper  Pike,  and  its  senior  minister, 
the  Rev.  George  A.  Parsons  Jr. 

Five  years  ago,  Mr.  Kermode,  senior 
vice  president  of  a  Cleveland  savings 
bank,  was  chairman  of  the  church’s 
missions  committee.  He  researched 
organizations  that  helped  the  poor  and 
decided  that  Heifer  Project  was  one 
that  he  and  his  church  could  support. 
He  now  coordinates  Heifer  Project  ac¬ 


tivities  in  northeast  Ohio,  mostly  fund¬ 
raising  and  lecturing,  and  is  on  the 
project’s  national  board  of  directors. 

Churches  in  this  region  have  given 
more  than  $50,000  to  Heifer  Project  in 
the  last  five  years,  Mr.  Kermode  said. 
About  170  churches  of  nearly  every 
denomination  in  northeast  Ohio  support 
the  project.  "People  helping  people,”  is 
the  project’s  motto.  The  gifts  keep  on 
giving  as  the  animals  reproduce  and 
supply  food  and  sometimes  income. 

This  year,  with  a  budget  of  nearly  $3 
million,  the  project  will  give  animals  to 
about  40  countries  in  Africa,  Asia,  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  and  to  10  of 
the  United  States.  The  gifts  will  include 
more  than  3,000  dairy  and  beef  cattle, 
goats,  sheep,  pigs,  rabbits  and  beehives 
and  more  than  12,000  chicks  and  ducks. 

Mr.  Kermode  said  a  baby  chick  costs 
just  25  cents,  yet  it  quickly  grows  into  a 
hen  that  produces  200  eggs  a  year  or  a 


rooster  or  older  hen  providing  food.  A 
cow  can  give  as  much  as  20  quarts  of 
milk  a  day  and  a  new  calf  each  year.  A 
sow  produces  two  litters  a  year  of  eight 
to  10  pigs,  and  each  pig  can  produce  200 
pounds  of  meat  within  six  months.  A 
pair  of  rabbits  can  lead  to  more  than  a 
million  offspring  within  five  years,  150 
pounds  of  meat  every  year  and  enough 
fur  to  make  a  coat,  Mr.  Kermode  said. 

Each  family  receiving  an  animal 
agrees  to  give  the  first  female  offspring 
to  another  needy  family,  he  said,  "thus 
passing  along  the  gift  to  others.” 

Mr.  Kermode,  who  is  always  seeking 
volunteers  to  assist  him  in  supporting 
Heifer  Project,  said  in  an  interview 
here  that  he  does  the  volunteer  work 
because  "it  is  my  belief  that  Christians 
are  called  to  feed  the  hungry  and  to 
clothe  the  naked.  I  am  the  happiest 
when  I  am  helping  other  people  and 
making  their  lives  better.” 


Minnesota  FoodShare  aids  hungry 


MINNEAPOLIS  (UMNS)  -  A  mas¬ 
sive  food-sharing  program  coordinated 
by  the  Greater  Minneapolis  Council  of 
Churches  has  produced  nearly  two 
million  pounds  of  food  for  those  in  need. 

Seventy-seven  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  metropolitan  area  were 
among  the  more  than  800  churches  and 
synagogues  making  contributions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Minnesota  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  program,  known  as  FoodShare, 


began  when  the  Pillsbury  Company  of¬ 
fered  to  match  contributions  of  food 
from  the  community  up  to  100,000 
pounds.  Therefore,  the  goal  for  the  drive 
was  set  at  that  amount,  with  an  expecta¬ 
tion  that  Pillsbury  would  make  it  200,000. 

February  was  the  month  for  the  drive 
among  churches,  community  groups,  in¬ 
dividuals  and  others.  However,  food  is 
still  coming  in  and  the  total  now  stands 
at  1,833,783  pounds,  according  to  project 
coordinator  Cyndie  Tidwell,  an  active 


United  Methodist. 

The  food  is  being  distributed  mainly 
through  65  emergency  "food  shelves” 
serving  the  general  public  in  the  seven- 
county  metropolitan  area.  Ten  percent 
of  the  food  collected  has  been  sent  to  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  state  ( the  Iron 
Range)  where  unemployment  this  win¬ 
ter  has  been  as  high  as  60  percent  in 
some  towns.  According  to  Ms.  Tidwell, 
217,000  Minnesotans  are  out  of  work  and 
half  get  no  form  of  compensation. 
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Have  you  ever  watched  a  child  play  with  blocks  and  other  building 
toys?  The  creative  results  of  such  efforts  range  from  dinosaurs  to 
spaceships.  Because  they  are  allowed  to  build  and  rebuild,  children 
develop  abilities  that  serve  them  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Wesley  Child  Care  Center  in  Cincinnati,  a  decade-old  program,  is 
devoted  to  providing  youngsters  with  Christian  opportunities  to  grow, 
develop  and  build.  It  has  a  waiting  list  of  150  children. 

The  center  is  expanding  its  facilities  so  that  children  won't  have  to 
be  turned  away.  Wesley  Center,  eligible  for  a  $100,000  grant  in  match¬ 
ing  funds,  needs  your  help. 

Give  so  that  children  will  have  a  chance  to  receive 
safe  and  compassionate  care.  Give  to  the  center's 
building  program. 
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Participants  asked  to  suspend  action 

‘No  boycott’  stance  voted  for  UMs 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  OHIO  —  The  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  voted  on  April  28  to 
recommend  that  United  Methodists  who 
support  the  “Nestle  boycott"  susoend 
their  participation  in  it. 

The  action  by  an  approximately  five- 
to-one  margin  reiterated  the  position 
taken  last  fall  by  the  denomination’s  cen¬ 
tral  coordinating  body  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  denomination  not 
join  the  boycott  of  Nestle  Corp.  products. 

But  while  the  council  last  fall  called  on 
UMs  in  the  boycott  to  reconsider  their 
participation,  it  now  asks  that  they  with¬ 
draw  and  not  renew  their  involvement 
unless  Nestle  “breaks  faith  with  its  com¬ 
mitments.” 

The  vote  came  on  recommendation  of 
United  Methodism’s  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force.  The  task  force  was 
authorized  by  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  look  into  alleged  abuses  in 
marketing  of  breast-milk  substitutes, 
particularly  in  developing  countries. 

Two  general  agencies  —  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
—  and  31  of  the  denomination’s  73 
annual  conferences  support  the  boycott. 
In  doing  so  they  join  dozens  of  other 
religious  or  secular  groups  in  seeking  to 
pressure  Nestle  (the  world’s  largest 
marketer  of  infant  formula)  into  com¬ 
pliance  with  a  marketing  code  adopted 
by  the  World  Health  Organization. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
acted  only  after  hearing  the  latest  long 
detailed  report  from  the  task  force  and 
briefer  reports  from  representatives  of 
the  two  general  agencies  which  remain 


in  the  boycott. 

In  the  discussion  of  the  opposing  re¬ 
ports,  one  member  asked  what  effect 
passage  of  the  no-boycott  proposal  would 
have  on  the  two  participating  boards. 
GCOM  President  Dwight  Loder,  bishop 
of  the  East  Ohio  Area,  answered  by  point¬ 
ing  out  that  the  language  was  “should” 
rather  than  "shall."  "This  is  not  a  com¬ 
mand  performance.” 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  who  chairs  the 
task  force,  agreed  with  Bishop  Loder’s 
interpretation.  "We  have  no  evidence 
that  Nestle  will  not  honor  its  com¬ 
mitments,”  he  said,  "but  if  they  do  not, 
we  will  come  marching  back  to  you  and  re¬ 
commend  that  the  suspension  be  lifted." 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  the  task  force  has 
met  10  times  in  2Vz  years  including 
several  sessions  with  Nestle  representa¬ 
tives  and  on-sight  examinations  of  infant 
formula  marketing  practices  in  the  world. 

The  task  force  report  spoke  warmly  of 
progress  it  has  observed  in  Nestle  man¬ 
agement  attitudes  toward  the  boycott  and 
toward  conforming  to  the  world  market¬ 
ing  code.  But  it  spoke  harshly  of  the 
alleged  inaction  and  rigidity  of  the  boy¬ 
cott  movement. 

The  task  force  spoke  of  "serious  flaws” 
in  the  boycott  movement’s  tactics,  and 
Dr.  Wogaman  cited  five  categories  of 
examples  of  such  flawed  tactics.  He  then 
said,  "Such  facts  make  us  regret  that 
some  United  Methodists  supporting  the 
boycott  have  apparently  acquiesced  in 
tactics  of  villification  without  publicly 
holding  critics  of  Nestle  to  standards  of 
fairness  and  truthfulness.” 

The  task  force  brought  two  other 
recommendations  which  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  adopted  with  little 


debate  or  dissent.  One  calls  for  three 
major  U.S.  manufacturers  of  infant  for¬ 
mula  (as  contrasted  to  Nestle,  which  is 
Swiss-based)  to  make  certain  changes  in 
their  marketing  practices  by  November 
1983.  Because  the  U.S.  government  has 
not  adopted  the  international  marketing 
code  for  infant  formula,  U.S.  firms  tech¬ 
nically  do  not  have  to  abide  by  it  and  there 
is  no  organized  boycott  pressure  on  them 
to  do  so.  But  the  task  force  has  held  dis¬ 
cussions  with  officials  of  all  three  firms. 

The  general  council,  on  the  task  force’s 


'People  in  the 


recommendation,  also  asked  United 
Methodist-related  hospitals  to  observe 
the  full  provisions  of  the  marketing  code. 
A  preliminary  survey  indicates  that 
many  hospitals  commit  code  violations. 

The  infant  formula  debate  and 
decisions  dominated  one  evening’s  agen¬ 
da  in  a  four-day  meeting.  Otherwise  the 
council  spent  most  of  its  time- 
considering  legislation,  evaluations  and 
other  items  keyed  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  one  year  hence. 


news 
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Pope  a  good  scout 
Pope  John  Paul  11  was  given  the 
Silver  World  award  recently  in 
recognition  of  “service  of  exceptional 
character  to  youth  on  the  inter¬ 


national  level"  by  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.  Making  the  presentation  is 
Chief  Scout,  J.  L.  Tarr,  a  member  of 
Walnut  Hill  UMC  in  Dallas.  The  Pope 
is  the  67th  recipient  of  the  award. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Bicentennial  minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

On  May  1,  1846.  the  first  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  met  in  Petersburg. 
Virginia.  The  conference  consisted  of  eighty -seven  members. 
John  Early  presided  on  the  first  day  until  the  arrival  of 
Bishop  Andrew. 

On  the  second  day.  Bishop  Soule  addressed  the  conference. 
A  portion  of  his  closing  paragraph  reads,  as  follows  .  .  . 
"Although  separated  from  our  Northern  brethren  by  district 
conference  jurisdiction,  we  shall  never  cease  to  treat  them  as 
‘beloved  brethren' ...  the  unity  of  the  Church  of  Christ.” 
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UM  publishing  house 
elects  new  president 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  vice 
president  of  an  educational  publishing 
firm  who  has  graduate  degrees  in 
theology  and  education  has  been  elected 
president  and  publisher  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Robert  K.  Feast-  | 
er,  53.  Framing¬ 
ham,  Mass.,  will 
assume  his  new 
post  here  in  June, 
succeeding  John  E. 

Procter  who  is  re¬ 
tiring  after  42  years 
with  the  House,  13  , 
as  president  and  | 
publisher.  His  elec-  Robert  Feaster 
tion  by  the  governing  body  of  the  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  was  announced  here  April  28. 

Mr.  Feaster  has  been  vice  president 
and  director  of  high  school  publishing  for 
Ginn,  a  Xerox-owned  company  which  is 
one  of  the  nation’s  five  largest  publishers 
of  elementary,  high  school  and  college 
texts. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  one  of  the  largest  religious 
publishing  and  retail  organizations  in  the 
world,  with  annual  sales  exceeding  $65 
million.  It  includes  Abingdon  Press, 
publisher  of  more  than  100  scholarly  and 
popular  titles  each  year  .  Graded  Press, 
publisher  of  the  denomination’s  church 
school  curriculum  resources;  Parthenon 
Press,  the  largest  church-owned  printing 
plant  in  the  world,  and  Cokesbury,  a 
marketing  and  retail  unit  which  operates 
42  bookstores  and  regional  mail  order 
centers  in  22  states. 

Ewing  Werlein  Jr.,  a  Houston  attorney 
who  chairs  the  Board  of  Publications, 


governing  body  for  the  house,  chaired  the 
committee  searching  for  a  successor  to 
Mr.  Procter.  ‘‘Mr.  Feaster’s  broad 
publishing  and  management  experience, 
combined  with  his  formal  theological 
training  and  strong  Christian  com¬ 
mitment,  will  enhance  his  ability  to  serve 
the  dual  role  of  publisher  for  the  church 
and  president  of  the  house,”  Mr.  Werlein 
said. 

During  15  years  with  Ginn  and  Com¬ 
pany,  Mr.  Feaster  advanced  through 
marketing  and  sales  positions  to  vice 
president  in  charge  of  secondary  school 
and  college  publishing,  a  post  he  has  held 
since  1979. 

As  vice  president,  he  has  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  product  development  and 
marketing  for  five  secondary  school 
product  lines:  English,  social  studies, 
mathematics,  science  and  home 
economics.  He  has  also  directed  Ginn 
Custom  Publishing,  a  demand  publisher 
for  the  college  market. 

Mr.  Feaster,  a  United  Methodist, 
has  degrees  from  two  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  schools:  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  in  education  and  psychology  from 
Lebanon  Valley  College,  Annville,  Pa., 
and  a  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton. 
Ohio.  He  also  has  a  master  of  education 
degree  in  English  from  Shippensburg 
(Pa.)  State  College. 

After  five  years  as  pastor  of  churches 
in  Md.,  Mr.  Feaster  became  a  teacher  of 
English,  journalism  and  Spanish  in 
Frederick,  Md.,  secondary  schools.  He 
joined  Ginn  and  Company  in  1968. 

Mr.  Feaster  and  his  wife  Barbara  have 
four  children  and  two  grandchildren. 


the  church  today 


Houston  UMC’s  efforts 
for  homeless  commended 

HOUSTON  -  Bering  UMC  is  one  of  two 
churches  named  to  receive  the  annual 
ecumenical  achievement  award  from 
Houston  Metropolitan  Ministries  for  its 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  homeless. 

The  church  is  to  be  honored  specifically 
for  its  Dec.  6-March  31  provision  of  nightly 
space  to  “street  people”  (see  Reporter, 
Jan.  1).  An  estimated  1,000  persons  were 
sheltered  there. 

The  Bering  congregation  will  receive 
the  award  during  the  week  when  it 
celebrates  its  own  135th  anniversary. 
The  congregation  was  established  to 
minister  to  German  immigrants  fleeing 
hardships  in  their  homeland. 

The  other  church  to  receive  the 
ecumenical  award  is  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer. 

Bishop  signs  on  with 
UM  seminary 

ATLANTA  —  Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid 
of  the  Atlanta  Area  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  been  appointed  to  the 
faculty  of  Emory  University’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology. 

Appointed  as  "Churchman  in  Resi- 
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Materialism,  spirituality  viewed 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

NISHINOMIYA,  Japan  -  Balancing 
the  material  advances  of  technology  with 
the  spiritual  demands  of  human  nature 
was  the  mutual  concern  which  brought 
some  50  church  educators  from  Japan  and 
the  United  States  together  here  in  late 
April.  It  was  the  first  of  three  consulta¬ 
tions  on  "Spirituality  in  a  Technological 
Age.” 

The  three-day  event  was  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  (BHEM) 
and  Kwansei  Gakwin  University,  a  school 
founded  100  years  ago  by  Methodist 
Bishop  Walter  R.  Lambuth.  It  now  en¬ 
rolls  15,000  students. 

Outlining  the  sponsors  rationale  for  the 
meeting,  BHEM  General  Secretary  F 
Thomas  Trotter  observed,  "Chancellor 
Kuyama  and  I  felt  the  urgency  of  alerting 
our  institutions  to  the  responsibility  of  re¬ 
flecting  on  the  violently  changing  moral 
environment  in  which  we  live  brought  on 
by  the  technological  revolution.  The  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  in  the  U.S.  and  Ja¬ 
pan  face  a  critical  responsibility  in  this 
reflection  because  of  the  expectation  of 
our  communities  that  these  institutions 
will  be  centers  of  moral  reflection.” 

U.S.,  Japan  face  dilemma 

Speakers  repeatedly  acknowledged  the 
common  dilemma  of  the  two  countries 
which  vie  for  the  highest  gross  national 
product  in  the  free  world.  But  the 


differences  between  East  and  West  were 
equally  evident  as  six  keynote  speakers 
probed  the  religious  dimensions  of  both 
cultures.  The  strengths  of  the  two  tradi¬ 
tions  were  highlighted,  and  channels  for 
dialogue  were  explored. 

Among  the  16-member  U.S.  delegation, 
headed  by  President  Paul  Hardin  of 
Drew  University,  were  keynoters  John 
B.  Cobb  Jr.,  of  Claremont  School  of 


human  beings  “and  that  you  each  stand 
at  a  certain  place.”  At  another  point  he 
suggested  that  “what  we  produce  must 
not  simply  be  Western  or  Eastern  but 
must  be  a  new  creation." 

Specifically  Christian  issues  surfaced 
the  Japanese  “love/hate”  relationship 
with  the  West.  As  with  technology  much 
of  Japan’s  Christian  heritage  has  been 
borrowed  from  America  and  Europe.  So 


‘JPe  have  not  been  as  cut  off 
from  religious  tradition 
as  we  think  ’ 


Theology,  and  James  E.  Kirby,  dean  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Cobb  observed  that  Western 
Christianity  “needs  the  stimulus  of 
encounter  with  traditions  that  have 
cultivated  a  rich  appreciation  for  the 
natural  world  and  the  location  of  human 
beings  within  it.  We  find  such  a  tradition 
in  Japan.”  Dr.  Cobb  held  out  particular 
hope  for  mutual  enrichment  through  an 
interchange  between  Christianity  and 
Buddhism. 

On  hand  from  the  Japanese  delegation 
was  .the  renowned  Buddhist  scholar, 
Keiji  Nishitani.  He  stressed  the 
importance  of  recognizing  each  other  as 


interest  was  high  in  the  presentation  by 
Kazoh  Kitamoni,  professor  of  systematic 
theology  at  Tokyo  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  who  has  developed  the  unique¬ 
ly  Japanese  view  of  the  pain  of  God. 

Dr.  Kitamoni  said  bluntly,  “If  Chris¬ 
tianity  wants  to  be  a  truly  world  religion, 
it  must  be  mediated  within  Asia  or  Ja¬ 
pan.”  He  explained  that  Christianity 
faces  limits  because  it  is  largely  confined 
to  Western  modes  of  thought  and  ex¬ 
pression. 

Chancellor  Yasushi  Kuyama,  in  an 
opening  address,  spoke  to  conditions  on 
both  sides  of  the  Pacific  when  he  said. 
“Regardless  of  how  difficult  a  return  to 


religious  tradition  may  be,  there  is  no 
other  available  path  through  which 
internal  fulfillment  may  be  found.  But 
there  is  another  sense  in  which  we  have 
not  been  as  cut  off  from  religious 
tradition  as  we  think.  Even  though  we 
are  intellectually  alienated  from  religious 
tradition,  we  are  nevertheless  bound  to 
such  a  tradition  both  emotionally  and  in 
terms  of  milieu.” 

Christianity  influential 

The  point  was  repeatedly  made  that 
Japan  is  more  Christian  than  the  one 
percent  of  the  population  which  identifies 
itself  as  Christian  indicates.  The  numer¬ 
ous  strong  Christian  colleges  in  Japan  — 
the  products  of  mission  efforts  —  are 
credited  with  a  general  Christian  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  culture. 

Though  the  American  scene  is  more 
overtly  Christian,  Dean  Kirby  suggested 
a  broad-based  “empowering  of  humanity 
to  engage  and  respond  to  the  forces  of 
technology  which  threaten  its  well 
being"  as  our  greatest  hope. 

Continuation  of  the  dialogue  was 
assured  with  an  invitation  by  Dr.  Hardin 
to-  hold  the  next  meeting  at  Drew 
University  in  the  summer  of  1984.  "We 
desperately  need  to  probe  further  the 
role  of  Christian  higher  education  in  a 
technological  age  so  that  we  can 
command  technology  rather  than  be 
caught  up  by  it,”  be  stated. 


First  annual  loss  in  five  years 

Enrollment  down  in  UM-related  colleges 

im 


dence”  Bishop  McDavid  will  begin  at 
Candler  in  September  1984,  following  his 
retirement  in  June  of  1984.  He  will  teach 
Church  Administration  and  Mission  and 
will  counsel  students  regarding  the  minis¬ 
try,  particularly  in  relationships  with 
annual  conferences. 

Candler  dean  Jim  L.  Waits  said  “The 
depth  and  richness  of  experience  and 
service  Bishop  McDavid  will  bring  to  this 
position  as  well  as  to  our  community  will 
be  invaluable  to  all  of  us  at  Candler.  We 
look  forward  to  the  contribution  he  will 
make  to  our  academic  and  community 
life.” 

Harvey  H.  Pothoff  chair 
of  theology  fully  funded 

DENVER  —  The  alumni  and  friends  of 
UM-related  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
successfully  raised  more  than  $500,000  to 
fully  fund  the  first  endowed  chair  in  the 
school’s  history. 

President  Donald  E.  Messer  lauded  the 
over-subscribing  of  the  Schlessman  Foun¬ 
dation  challenge  of  $220,000. 

Dr.  Potthoff  served  on  the  faculty  of  The 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  from  1941  until 
1981  as  a  leader  of  United  Methodism.  He 
has  been  elected  a  delegate  to  every  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  from  1952  through  1980. 


CLASS 

FIED 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING:  Experienced  Minister  of 
Education  for  3,800-member  church  in  the  Rocky 
Mtn.  area.  Unique,  creative  person  needed  for  this 
challenging  administrative  position.  Build  an 
exciting  educational  program  for  this  diverse 
congregation.  Contact  Rev  Darrell  Mount.  420  N 
Nevada  Avenue.  Colorado  Springs.  CO  80903.  '  303) 
471-8522. 

WHEADON  HOMECOMING.  JUNE  23-24,  1984  Tell 
friends  Send  addresses;  get  latest;  write  Wheadon 
UMC,  Ridge  and  Noyes.  Evanston.  IL  60201 

RETIRED  METHODIST  MINISTER  disposing  of 
library  200  volumes  $1.50  each.  If  inta-ested,  call 
(518)647-8147. 

DCE  -  1.150-MEMBER  CHURCH  excellent 

opportunity  —  all  ages  and  programs  special 
emphasis  on  Youth.  Great  weather,  people,  plant 
Experience  withchoirs  and  handbells  helpful.  Salary 
open.  Rev  Robert  M  Jenkins,  3900  North  State 
Road.  7.  Fort  Lauderdale.  FL 33319. 305-731-2323 

SUMMER  RENTALS.  Incomparable  View.  North 
Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska/Waynes- 
ville.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week, 
$400  month  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynes- 
ville,  NC  28786,  <  704 1  627-6067 

NEEDED  AT  ONCE  —  Full  time  Director  of 

Christian  Education  with  special  emphasis  on  youth 
ministries  Must  be  qualified  to  work  with  children 
and  adults  as  well.  Salary  negotiable  Experience 
preferred.  800- member  Northeast  Texas  church 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Tennison  Memorial 
UMC.  P.O.  Box 967.  Mt  Pleasant.  TX 75455 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Orgamst-Directcr  of 
Music  combination.  Half-time  with  potential  to  build 
to  full-time  Instrumental/voice  teaching 
opportunities  for  additional  income.  300-member 
church,  one  adult  choir,  one  rehearsal,  one  service; 
possible  children's  choir.  Bunn-Minnidc  51-rand  pipe 
organ  ( 1981 1  with  antiphonal .  Baldwin  SD-10  concert 
grand  piano  To  apply  or  to  obtain  additional 
information,  send  letter  of  inquiry  to:  Donald  E 
Christenson.  Chairman  music  committee.  Broad 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  501  East  Broad 
Street.  Columbus.  OH43215  Telephone  614-221-4571. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  Reversible  or  attached 

upholstered  type  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc..  P.O  Box  587,  Keene.  TX  76059 
Phone  <8171  645-9203 

CHURCH  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  part-time.  St  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  Midland.  Texas  Send 
resume  to  Alan  Delafield.  4501  Thomason,  Midland. 
Texas 79703  (9I5>  694-2544  Applications  to  May  15lh 

OPEN:  POSITION  OF  MILWAUKEE  DISTRICT 
Director  of  Urban  Strategy:  the  Primary  Task  is  to 
develop  an  Urban  Strategy  for  the  Milwaukee 
District  Council  on  Ministries  and  develop  a  district- 
wide  project.  For  further  information,  salary,  job 
description  and  application  form  write  to  Milwaukee 
District  Office  of  the  UMC,  2001  West  Capitol  Drive. 
Milwaukee.  WI  53206  or  telephone  (414  )  444-1130. 
Application  deadline  June  15, 1983. 

MAKE  MONEY.  HELP  BUILD  CHURCHES.  Do 
both  at  the  same  time  through  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund.  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A. 
Langston.  Room  303-L,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y  . 

SAVE  MONEY  on  the  purchase  of  your  next  new  car. 

truck  or  van.  L  Shirley  'retired)  (813)  949-1120.  113 
N.W.  First  Ave  ,  Lutz,FL33S49 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education: 
Applications  being  accepted  Responsibilities 
include  supervising  already  active  church  school  and 
youth  program  Salary  package  $17,000-$18.500 
Send  resume  to  United  Methodist  Church,  899 
Yosemite  Parkway.  Merced.  CA  95340. 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 

collection  Bank  and  legal  references'"  Box  1181? 
Corpus  Christi.  TX  78403 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor, 

Membership  It  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00  Exodus  Computing. 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2648. 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 

residential  maternity  care.  Cali  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas.  1-800-255-9612:  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
.write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio.  TX  78240 

DIRECTORS  OF  SINGLES  MINISTRY  -  Growing 
3,000  member  church  of  suburban  Atlanta  is  in  need 
of  experienced  person  to  develop  ministry  to  young 
singles,  singles  again,  angle  parents  and  widowed 
singles  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Search 
Committee,  Roswell  United  Methodist  Church,  814 
Mimosa  Blvd  ,  Roswell.  GA  30075 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES;  "God  Loves  You 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  100.  $20 .00.  Poem.  Cross 
m  my  Pocket."  u  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church. 
Raleigh.  NC  27609 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 

The  1982-83  academic  year  is  ending  at 
United  Methodism’s  colleges  and 
universities  with  enrollment  down  from  a 
year  ago  and  with  tension  reported 
increasing  between  those  schools  and 
others  supported  by  public  taxes. 

The  UMC,  with  more  than  100  related 
schools,  has  the  largest  group  of 
Protestant-related  higher  educational 
institutions  in  the  nation. 

Enrollment  was  reported  down  3.1 
percent  this  year  over  last  year,  based  on 
Fall  1982  figures  reported  to  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Actual  loss  was  estimated  at  5,841  full¬ 
time  equivalent  students.  At  average  tui¬ 
tion  among  the  UM-related  schools  of  nearly 
$4,000,  this  represented  more  than  a  $2© 
million  loss  in  tuition  revenues. 

First  loss  in  six  years 

This  was  the  schools’  first  annual  loss 
since  the  1976-77  school  year. 

The  general  board's  staff  analyst  Ken 
Yamada  attributed  the  decline  primarily 
to  current  economic  conditions  and  the 
threat  of  deeper  cuts  of  federal  financial 
aid  to  students. 

Several  times  this  year,  UM  higher 
education  officials  have  expressed  alarm 
at  the  increasing  tuition  gap  between 
institutions  which  receive  tax  support 
and  those  which  do  not.  This  tuition  dis¬ 
parity  has  translated  into  tension  between 
schools  in  the  public  and  private  sectors. 

The  tension  surfaced  repeatedly 
during  the  board’s  Division  of  Higher 
Education  semi-annual  meeting  recently 
in  Tampa,  Fla. 

The  Rev.  Jerald  C.  Walker,  president 
of  Oklahoma  City  University  and  of  the 
denomination’s  association  of  colleges 
and  universities,  said  a  “ruthless  pursuit 
of  self-interest”  exists  among 
associations  representing  tax-supported 
schools. 

Dr.  Walker  said  tax-supported 
schools  “are  organizing  with  tax  dollars 
to  raid  our  traditional  sources  of  support, 
including  philanthropic  gifts.” 

Dr.  Walker  argued  that  United 
Methodist  schools,  “which  provide 
educational  models  for  use  by  the  public 

Mother’s  Day  meant 
to  be  anti-war  event 

AKRON  (MNS)  —  The  original  “Moth¬ 
er’s  Day”  was  not  an  occasion  for  sending 
roses  or  greeting  cards,  but  was  a  festival 
for  peace.  The  idea  of  a  Mother’s  Day  was 
originated  in  1872  by  Julia  Ward  Howe, 
who  called  for  a  special  time  for  mothers 
to  come  together  to  speak  against  war 
and  to  work  for  peace. 

She  suggested  that  it  was  up  to  mothers 
“to  prevent  the  waste  of  human  life  of 
which  they  alone  bear  and  know  the  cost.  ’ 

(Anna  Jarvis,  however,  is  credited 
with  having  “Mother's  Day”  established 
in  1907). 

“Mother's  Day  could  again  be  a  day  to 
center  on  peacemaking,"  notes  John 
Stoner,  executive  secretary  of  Mennonite 
Central  Committee  U.S.  Peace  Section. 
He  proposes  that  pastors  follow  a  sugges¬ 
tion  by  a  national  women’s  peacemaking 
group  that  this  Mother’s  Day,  May  8,  be  a 
time  to  present  sermons  op  peace,  using 
as  illustrations  the  great  peacemaking 
women  of  the  Bible. 

“From  the  mother  of  Moses  in  Egypt  to 
the  mother  of  Jesus,  heroism  for  peace 
and  justice  is  a  hallmark  of  many 
biblical  mothers,”  he  says. 

Mr.  Stoner  sees  sermon  themes  in  a 
number  of  scriptures.  Questions  of  peace 
and  war,  church  and  state,  and  the 
conflict  of  divine  and  human  law  are 
central  themes  in  the  experiences  of 
these  mothers  in  the  Bible. 

The  mothers  of  Moses  and  Jesus  could 
be  used  in  a  sermon  on  “Mothers  of 
Refugee  Children,"  based  on  Exodus  2 
and  Matthew  2,  Stoner  notes.  Other  topics 
could  include  “The  Bows  of  the  Mighty 
are  Broken  —  Hannah,  the  Mother  of 
Samuel,”  from  I  Samuel  2. 


GREENSBORO,  N.C.  —  Students  at  Bennett  College  —  a  United  Methodist 
affiliated  black  women’s  school  —  pursue  their  assignments  in  the  computer 
center.  Reduced  attendance  due  to  the  recession  and  diminished  federal  and 
state  aid  programs  for  students  have  particularly  affected  Bennett  and  the 
other  black  institutions  economically.  But  other  church-affiliated  colleges 
are  also  experiencing  an  enrollment  crunch.  religious  news  service  photo 


institutions,"  use  their  money  more 
efficiently,  are  more  concerned  about  a 
climate  for  learning,  and  are  more  in 
touch  with  social  issues  such  as  the 
education  of  ethnic  minority  students. 

Dr.  Richard  V.  Moore,  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  predominantly-black  Bethune 
Cookman  College  in  Daytona  ^each., 
Fla.,  expressed  concern  that  church- 
related  schools  may  be  guilty  of  elitism 
by  looking  for  the  academically  gifted 
students,  some  of  whom  are  not  highly 
motivated.  Pointing  to  the  strong 
leadership  developed  among  average 
students,  he  said,  “It  is  more  in  the  ‘I 
will’  than  the ‘IQ.’  " 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  plans  to  propose  a  1985-88  quad¬ 


rennial  emphasis  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  related  to  higher  education. 
The  core  of  the  proposed  emphasis  calls 
for  a  scholarship  program  which  would 
guarantee  access  by  UM  students  to  UM 
schools.  Entrance  scholarships  would  be 
given  cooperatively  by  the  local  church 
from  which  the  student  comes,  the  insti¬ 
tution  the  student  wants  to  attend,  and  the 
general  church  scholarship  fund. 

The  division’s  meeting  heard  a  report 
that  the  Black  College  Fund,  intended  to 
help  support  the  12  historically-black 
schools  related  to  the  denomination, 
reported  receipts  of  more  than  $5  million 
for  the  second  consecutive  year  in  1982. 

The  division  is  not  alone  in  looking  to 
ethnic  minority  students  as  a  new  empha¬ 


sis  for  enrollment.  A  similar  suggestion 
comes  from  Harold  Hodgkinson,  author  of 
“Guess  Who's  Coming  to  College.  Your 
Student  in  1990.”  It  is  a  publication  of  the 
National  Institute  of  Independent  Colleges 
and  Universities,  with  which  many  UM- 
related  schools  are  affiliated. 

Minorities  overlooked? 

Mr.  Hodgkinson  notes  that  the  enroll¬ 
ment  decline  across  American  higher 
education  generally  is  a  white,  middle- 
class  phenomenon.  He  warns  that  higher 
education  may  have  overlooked  the  grow¬ 
ing  percentage  of  minorities  in  the  total 
population,  and  particularly  in  the 
younger  age  groups.  He  points  out  that  by 
1990,  minorities  will  make  up  30  percent 
of  American  youth.  To  keep  up  enroll¬ 
ments,  he  asserts,  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties  will  have  to  attract  minorities. 

Meanwhile  small  private  schools  are 
attempting  various  means  to  attract  and 
hold  students.  Time  magazine  reported 
recently  on  a  recruiting  excursion  into 
Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  by 
the  Associated  Colleges  of  the  Midwest, 
whose  13  member  schools  include  UM- 
related  Cornell  College  in  Iowa  and 
Lawrence  University  in  Wisconsin,  UM- 
related  until  it  disaffiliated  recently. 

The  schools  from  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Min¬ 
nesota  and  Illinois  reportedly  were  so 
pleased  with  the  number  and  interest  of 
their  contacts  in  the  sunnier  climes  that 
they  intend  to  venture  into  Texas  next  year. 
Average  tuition  at  ACM  schools  is  $6,100 
versus  $1,200  for  state  universities  in  their 
area;  thus  the  perceived  need  to  recruit 
beyond  their  normal  bounds. 


AUGUST  —  Alotko /Montego  Boy 
SEPTEMBER— Holy  lond 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  —  Holy  lond 
OCTOBER  —  Moxlco 

Alto  mony  othor  lour*  —  Chino  /Autlrollo 
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Strengthen  Your  Preaching  Skills  at  Proclamation 

PROCLAMATION 


An  Intensive  Pre<  nlc  for  the  New  Homiletic 


Plan  now  to  attend  Proclamation  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  on 
Monday,  July  1 1  through  Thursday,  July  1 4, 1 983.  Gain  first-hand 
knowledge  of  new  preaching  and  worship  insights  and  experi¬ 
ence  the  preaching  skills  of  such  nationally  known  leaders  as 
Rosemary  Radford  Ruether,  David  Buttrick,  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers.  Zan  Holmes,  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelley,  and  several  other 
highly  qualified  leaders  of  over  50  courses. 

Tuition:  $150  before  June  15;  $170  thereafter.  Room  and  board 
extra.  Two  CEUs  (Continuing  Education  Units)  available  for  full 
participation.  Contact  your  Cokesbury  Service  Center  NOW  for 
complete  details. 


Rosemary  Radford  Ruathar 


David  Buttrick 


Jeanne  Audrey  Power* 


Leontine  Kelly 


Proclamation  is  sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Educational  Services 
in  cooperation  with  Vanderbilt  University  Divinity  School,  and  is 
endorsed  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship,  Section 
on  Worship. 
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1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068  •  312/299-4411 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010  e  415/692-3562 
201  Eighth  Ave..  South  •  P.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202  •  815/749-6113 
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Around  the  Conference 


Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Consultation/Workshop 


An  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Consultation/Workshop  on  Youth 
Ministries  and  Recruitment  was  held 
Saturday.  April  17.  at  Wesley  Church. 
Baton  Rouge.  Seventy-eight  youth 
presidents,  youth  coordinators  and 
pastors  representing  fourteen  ethnic 
minority  churches  from  twelve  com¬ 
munities  over  the  state. 

The  participants  included  the  Rev. 
L.  Patterson  Culligan,  Conference 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries  who  was 
program  Chairperson  and  planned  the 
four  workshops.  Mrs.  Alvin  Eames  of 
Camphor  Church  led  the  workshop  on 
“Conference  Involvement  of  Youth" 
which  included  the  responsibility  of 
youth  to  participate  in  Conference 
activities  and  planning,  and  the 
necessity  of  the  pastors  and  adult 
counselors  promoting,  and 
encouraging  positive  responses.  Mrs. 
Jackie  Campbell,  Newman, 
Alexandria,  gave  leadership  to  the 
workshop  on  “Local  Church  and 
District  Involvement  of  Youth," 
which  included  how  to  get  a  youth 
group  started,  make  it  interesting, 
become  involved  in  District  activities, 
and  remain  involved. 

Ms.  Anita  Martin  of  Centenary 
College  lifted  up  the  many  “Job 


Possibilities”  the  church  offers  a 
young  person  seeking  an  occupation, 
where  to  find  them  and  the  possible 
pay  scale.  Mrs.  Lois  Heath  of  St. 
Mark’s,  Baton  Rouge  led  the  workshop 
participants  in  thinking  about  “Re¬ 
cruitment”  —  how  to  recruit  young 
people  into  church  related  careers  and 
whose  responsibility  it  is. 

The  luncheon  keynote  speaker  was 
the  Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  Pastor  of 
Peck  Church,  New  Orleans,  who 
spoke  on  the  subject,  “Up  To  Our 
Neck  In  Debt"  reminding  the  young 
listeners  they  do  not  belong  to  them¬ 
selves  but  to  God  (I  Cor.  6:20)  and 
that  God  is  calling  somebody  today. 
Christ  is  the  greatest  challenge  of  all, 
he  said. 

The  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard,  pastor 
of  Robert’s  Church,  Denham  Springs 
and  St.  Luke’s,  Greenwell  Springs, 
preached  the  sermon  during  the 
closing  worship  from  I  Samuel  3:1-10 
using  the  subject  “Speak  Lord,  Thy 
Servant  Hears.”  Music  was  rendered 
by  the  Robert’s  Chapel  Middle  Choir. 

The  Conference  Director  of  Special 
Ministries,  Dr.  Samuel  Walker,  was 
coordinator  and  worship  leader. 


Davidson  Brown  Honored  Posthumously 


Mrs.  Davidson  Brown  is  presented  a  plaque  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Billy 
Pomeroy  Caney  Conference  Centre,  in  appreciation  of  the  work  of  her  late 
husband,  Davidson  Brown,  as  trustee  of  the  Conference  Centre.  Mr.  Brown 
served  from  1947  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  October  1982  as  a  member  of  the 
group  responsible  for  the  upkeep  of  this  facility  on  Caney  Lake  near  Minden. 
Louisiana.  Making  the  presentation  is  the  Rev.  Robert  Peyton,  Ruston  District 
Superintendent  and  looking  on  is  Ripp  Wimberly,  chairperson  of  Conference 
Centre  Trustees. 


Proposed  Apportionment 
for  Church  Extension 
and  Revitalization 


By  THE  REV.  J.  PHILIP  WOODLAND 
One  of  the  important  proposals  to  be 
considered  by  the  1983  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  meeting  at  Centenary 
College,  June  8,  will  be  a  new 
apportionment  for  church  Extension  and 
Revitalization  of  $500,000  a  year  for  five 
years. 


Mrs.  Sarah  Lloyd,  above,  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church  made  this  map 
showing  population  growth  in  Louisiana 
parishes  from  1970-80.  The  shaded 
parishes  are  those  with  population 
growth  of  20%  or  greater.  The  small 
cards  indicate  possible  sites  of  new 
congregations  in  the  1980’s. 

The  proposal  for  a  new  fund  for  church 
extension  and  revitalization  has  come 
out  of  some  years  of  study  of  the  need  for 
and  opportunity  of  establishing  new 
congregations  in  Lousiana.  It  is  linked 
with  a  growing  awareness  of  the 
importance  of  enabling  existing 
congregations  to  develop  revitalized 
ministries. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  proposed  fund  is 
designated  for  the  purchase  of  land  for 
new  congregations.  For  Methodism 
throughout  the  United  States  and  for 
Methodism  in  Louisiana,  one  of  the  most 
effective  means  of  evangelism  has  been 
the  establishment  of  new  congregations 
in  areas  of  population  growth.  In  the 
decade  when  not  a  single  new  United 
Methodist  congregation  was  started  in 
Louisiana,  we  showed  a  steady  decline  in 
membership.  New  congregations  in 
Mandeville,  Slidell  and  Baton  Rouge 
have  played  a  significant  part  in 
reversing  that  decline.  Significantly,  60- 
80  percent  of  persons  joining  new 
congregations  are  persons  coming  into 
the  active  life  of  a  congregation  for  the 
first  time  or  from  a  period  of  inactivity. 

When  we  wait  until  a  new  subdivision  is 
fully  developed,  with  schools,  banks,  fast 
food  restaurants  and  shopping  centers, 


the  choice  sites  for  new  churches  are 
prohibitively  expensive,  if  they  are 
available  at  all.  The  church  extension 
fund,  known  as  “CENTURY  III,”  will 
allow  us  to  plan  ahead.  With  counsel  and 
insight  of  community  planners,  the 
Church  can  acquire  sites  while  land  is 
available.  It  is  simply  good  stewardship 
of  the  church’s  limited  resources  to 
purchase  land  before  the  price  sky 
rockets.  The  funds  realized  from  this  five 
year  apportionment  will  allow  the 
Church  Extension  Committee,  working 
with  District  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  1000  Club  and  the  Cabinet, 
to  purchase  property  5-10  years  before 
the  new  congregation  is  actually  to  be 
organized. 

The  Church  Extension  Committee  has 
had  the  benefit  of  surveys  made  by  Dr. 
James  Davis  of  the  National  Division  and 
Dr.  Tex  Sample  of  the  St.  Paul’s  School  of 
Theology  in  assessing  areas  in  Louisiana 
most  likely  to  need  new  congregations  in 
the  next  two  decades.  In  a  special  report 
to  the  Cabinet,  the  recommendations  for 
new  congregations  in  the  1980’ s  were 
presented.  Recommendations  call  for 
starting  two  new  congregations  in  1983: 
North  Kenner,  in  the  New 
Orleans/Houma  District:  Carlyss 
Section,  Sulphur,  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  In  1984:  Southwest  Lafayette, 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District  and  Bos¬ 
sier  City,  Shreveport  District.  In  1985: 
Lapalco,  West  Bank,  New 
Orleans/Houma  District.  In  1986  and 
beyond:  West  Slidell,  St.  Tammany 
Parish,  New  Orleans/Slidell  District: 
Drew  Areas,  West  Monroe,  Monroe 
District:  East  New  Orleans,  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District;  Mayfair,  Baton 
Rouge,  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District; 
Harvey,  Jefferson  Parish,  New 
Orleans/Houma  District:  Southeast 
Baton  Rouge,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District.  Projects  far  furtha-  study: 
Treasure  Island,  Monroe,  Monroe 
District;  South  Monroe,  Monroe  District; 
Lake  Charles,  Lake  Charles  District; 
Houma,  New  Orleans/Houma  District. 

Eighty  percent  of 
the  proposed  $2l/2 
million  fund,  would 
be  available  for  ac¬ 
quiring  sites  for 
new  congregations. 

Although  the  actual 
organizing  of  a  new 
congregation  would 
be  some  years  a- 
way,  the  fund  will  allow  the  church  to  ac¬ 
quire  sites  now  while  land  is  available 
and  affordable. 


New  Sanctuary  Consecrated 
at  Blackwater 


The  new  sanctuary  of  Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Baton  Rouge/ 
Hammond  District  was  consecrated  on  Sunday,  April  24.  Conducting  the  10  a.m.  con¬ 
secration  service  was  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  assisted  by  the  Reverends  Henry 
Bowdon,  Mark  Martin  and  Ted  Smith  of  Blackwater  Church. 

Following  the  service  of  consecration  and  the  dedication  of  memorial  gifts,  the 
congregation  and  friends  met  for  a  "Dinner  on  the  Grounds"  at  noon.  From  2  to  5  p.m. 
an  open  house  was  held  where  former  congregation  members  and  the  general  public 
were  invited  to  attend. 

Present  for  the  activities  of  the  day  were  Dr.  Ken  Reed.  District  Superintendent  of 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond,  Dr.  Bill  Blakely,  former  minister  at  Blackwater,  and  the 
Reverend  Glenn  Messer,  a  one-time  Blackwater  member. 

This  facility  is  the  fourth  to  serve  the  Blackwater  congregation  during  its  135  year 
history.  The  church  sanctuary  was  constructed  in  the  Greek  Revival  Style  at  a  cost  of 
$700,000. 


International  Lesson  Series 


John  Wesley  Visits  Haynesville,  Shongaloo 


John  Wesley,  portrayed  by  former 
pastor  Jack  Midyett,  made  a  surprise 
visit  to  Haynesville  and  Shongaloo  on 
April  24  as  part  of  their  Heritage 
Sunday  celebration.  He  then  gave  a 


message  as  Wesley  speaking  to  our 
modern  day.  The  film,  “John  Wesley” 
was  also  shown  Sunday  evening  at 
Haynesville.  The  Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Jr.  is  pastor. 


B.R.-Hammond  Older  Adult  Retreat 


r 


Fifty  United  Methodists  from  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  gathered 
April  29  for  an  all  day  retreat.  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  District  Superintendent, 
was  the  keynote  speaker.  Other  leaders  are  pictured  above  (left  to  right)  Tully 
Milton,  the  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  Elsa  Cain,  Ted  Smith  and  the  Rev.  Tommy 
Bergeron,  Sr. 


Sedar  Observed  at  Epps 


On  Thursday,  March  31.  the  congregations  of  Epps,  Floyd  and  Pioneer  United 
Methodist  Churches  met  for  a  Christian  passover  meal.  The  entire  meal  was 
prepared  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  Lacasio,  and  his  wife,  Sara. 

Thirty-five  people  attended. 


Lay  Delegate  Training  via 
Satellite  Set  for  May  19 

( Note :  Date  was  given  incorrectly  in  last  week’s  paper. ) 

TRAINING  LOCATIONS  FOR  EACH  DISTRICT 


Alexandria 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 


Lake  Charles 
Monroe 

New  Orleans-Houma 
New  Orleans-Slidell 


1st  UMC 
IstUMC 

All  five  downlink  locations  in 

1st  UMC 

Wesley  UMC 

1st  UMC 

Asbury  UMC 

1st  UMC 

1st  UMC 

1st  UMC 

Carrollton 

All  seven  downlink  locations 


Alexandria 
Denham  Springs 
the  district: 

Baton  Rouge 
Baton  Rouge 
Lafayette 
Lafayette 
New  Iberia 
Lake  Charles 
Monroe 
New  Orleans 
in  the  district: 


1st  UMC  New  Orleans 

Bethany  New  Orleans 

Munholland  Metairie 

1st  UMC  Pontchatoula 

ESM  Bogalusa 

1st  UMC  Slidell 

Aldersgate  Slidell 

Ruston  1st  UMC  Arcadia 

Shreveport  1st  UMC  Shreveport 

The  television  broadcast  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Thursday,  May  19;  however,  the 
training  program  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  in  most  districts. 


Lay  Leader  of 
Eunice  Church 
Given  Award 

Eunice  Lions  Club  has  designated  as 
its  1983  Humanitarian  of  the  Year,  Mr. 
Jerry  Hoffpauir  lay  leader  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Eunice.  A  local  pastor 
in  Texas  and  Louisiana  for  eleven  and 
one-half  years,  Jerry  now  is  news 
editor  of  the  twice  weekly  Eunice  News. 
Jerry  has  also  been  honored  for  outstand¬ 
ing  service  by  fourteen  ( 14)  other  service 
organizations. 


Jerry  Hoffpauir 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

( Lesson  for  May  15.  1983) 

Acts  19:23-29,  35-40 

As  the  Church  expanded  into  new 
nationalities,  other  cultures  and  other 
races,  differences  increased.  It  was  pri¬ 
marily  at  the  moment  of  introduction  of 
the  new  faith  that  the  real  conflicts  caused 
real  troubles. 

Last  week  we  studied  about  the  conflict 
in  Corinth.  Today  we  consider  a  riot  in 
Ephesus.  And  the  riot  was  caused  by 
what  the  Ephesians  called  an 
infringement  on  their  traditions  and  on 
their  “religion.” 

There  were  many  craftsmen  in 
Ephesus  who  made  their  living  by 
making  and  selling  silver  shrines  of  their 
god  Artemis  Demetrius,  a  silversmith 
and  the  instigator  of  the  riot,  called  his 
fellow  craftsmen  together  and  discussed 
the  problems  made  for  them  by  the 
Christian  evangelists.  He  called 
attention  to  Paul’s  evangelistic 
proclamation  that  "gods  made  with 
hands  are  not  gods.”  He  continued  by 
saying,  “there  is  real  danger  not  only 
that  this  trade  of  ours  may  come  into 
disrepute  but  also  that  the  temple  of  the 
great  goddess  Artemis  may  count  for 
nothing .  .  ." 

So  was  it  a  religious  motivation  that 
prompted  the  riot?  Or,  a  threat  to  a 
secular  livelihood?  W’ere  these 
craftsmen  more  interested  in  their 
religion  or  in  their  trade? 

Obviously  there  was  a  conflict  between 
religious  and  secular  values.  The 
purpose  of  today’s  lesson  is  to  help  us 
learn  to  deal  with  such  conflicts. 

Just  as  the  first  century  had  people 
who  profited  (or,  profiteered?)  from 
their  particular  practice  of  religion, 
there  are  many  examples  of  similar 
practices  today.  Anytime  we  hear  more 
emphasis  on  “send  me  your  money  so  we 
can  keep  this  m  inistry  on  the  air’  ’  than  on 
the  preached  gospel,  we  can  begin  to 
wonder  about  the  radio  or  television 
preacher’s  true  motives  and  goals. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  evidences  all 


around  us  of  gleaning  personal  profits 
and  popularity  at  the  expense  of  the 
gospel,  not  in  its  behalf.  Anytime  a 
church  begins  to  be  known  as  ‘ ‘Reverend 

_ ’s  church"  rather  than  Christ’s 

church,  we  can  begin  to  question  what 
emphasis  is  made  there  in  the 
proclamation. 

Just  as  the  first  century  of  silversmiths 
profited  from  their  practice  of  religion, 
today  we  find  “false  prophets”  who  do  or 
try  to  do  the  same.  And  many  will  “riot” 
to  protect  their  self-interests. 

Dr.  Carter  ( the  writer  of  this  series  of 
lessons)  gives  us  two  lessons  to  be 
learned  from  this  riot.  The  first,  he  says, 
is  that  the  “quiet  way  is  the  best  way.” 
The  scripture  tells  us  that  the  town  clerk 
quieted  the  rioters  by  telling  them  that 
violence  was  the  wrong  way  —  if  they 
had  a  complaint,  they  should  take  Paul 
and  his  followers  to  court.  Violence  is 
never  right. 

The  second  lesson  is  that  the  “truth 
will  prevail.”  It  may  be  long  in  coming 
and  it  may  not  come  in  exactly  the  way 
we  want  it  but  the  truth  will  prevail.  For 
many  centuries  Artemis  dominated 
Ephesus.  But  today  it  is  Christ  who  is 
remembered  and  worshipped.  If  we 
believe  in  God’s  omnipotence,  then  we 
must  believe  that  His  truth  will 
ultimately  prevail. 

What  is  truth?  John  Wesley  gave  us 
four  guidelines  to  determine  truth.  They 
are  scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience.  Is  it  scriptural?  Can  it  be 
found  in  religious  tradition?  Since  God 
gave  His  children  minds  to  use,  is  it 
reasonable?  And,  is  it  something  we  can 
experience  in  today’s  time  and  situation? 

Usually  one  of  several  things  blind  us 
to  the  truth,  which  is  God’s  will  for  our 
lives  and  for  society  in  general.  The 
blinding  element  in  today’s  lesson  seems 
to  have  been  self-interest,  self- 
centeredness  —  self.  But  when  we  are 
open,  through  self-examination 
(scripturally,  traditionally,  reasonably 
and  experientially ),  God’s  truth  does 
become  evident  and  the  “riots”  of  life, 
whether  external  or  internal,  are  calmed 
into  a  peaceful  oneness  with  him. 


PAGE  2 


Pollution,  Christian  faithfulness 


In  an  inconspicuous  corner  of  an  inside 
page  of  the  daily  newspaper,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Challenger  space  shuttle. 
Paul  Weitz,  described  the  shock  he  and 
his  fellow  astronauts  felt  regarding  the 
amount  of  pollution  they  saw  surroun¬ 
ding  the  earth  below  them : 

"It  was  appalling  to  me  to  see  how  dir¬ 
ty  our  atmosphere  is  getting,”  said  Mr. 
Weitz.  “Unfortunately  this  world  is 
rapidly  becoming  a  gray  planet.  Our  en¬ 
vironment  is  flat  going  downhill.” 

He  described  how  pollution  resembling 
blue  smoke  seems  to  hang  over  all  the 
world’s  land  masses,  including  un¬ 
developed  as  well  as  developed  coun¬ 
tries. 

Mr.  Weitz  concluded  that  the  message 
to  the  peoples  of  the  world  should  be 
clear:  "We  are  fouling  our  own  nest. ” 

According  to  Genesis  2:15,  God  placed 
human  beings  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  with 
a  dual  responsibility:  to  "till”  and  to 
"keep"  the  garden.  Despite  the  obviously 
inequitable  development  and  distribution 
of  the  world’s  technology,  we  have  been 
extraordinarily  successful  at  "tilling” 
our  garden  Earth.  Through  human 
ingenuity  mountains  have  been  literally 
moved  —  not  by  faith,  but  by  the  power  of 
our  machinery  —  to  shape  the  earth  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  wishes,  and  frequently  to 
the  enrichment  of  human  life. 

If  Mr.  Weitz  is  correct  in  saying  that 
we  are  “fouling  our  own  nest”  at  the 
same  time  we  are  cultivating  and 
developing  the  earth,  however,  then  we 
are  not  “keeping”  our  garden  as  God 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


commanded.  By  polluting  our  en¬ 
vironment  we  may  well  be  in  the  process 
of  destroying  our  planet,  and  at  a  rate 
which  some  scientists  believe  could  ren¬ 
der  it  uninhabitable  in  a  few  short 
generations.  The  growing  controversy 
over  what  to  do  with  toxic  by-products  of 
industrial  waste,  for  example,  is  just  one 
indication  that  an  environmental 
judgment  day  may  be  nearer  than  any  of 
us  wants  to  believe. 

As  Christians,  we  should  know  that  we 
are  not  "owners"  of  the  earth  with 
unlimited  freedom  to  do  as  we  please 
with  its  material  abundance.  We  are  not 
free  to  "foul  our  nest,”  or  to  tolerate  its 
abuse  by  others,  any  more  than  we  are 
free  to  violate  our  bodies  or  the  lives  of 
other  persons  without  dire  consequences. 
The  earth  "is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fullness 
thereof,"  and  it  is  our  responsibility  to 
preserve  it  for  His  glory  and  for  future 
generations. 

As  stewards  of  God’s  creation,  we  bear 
a  special  obligation  to  ensure  that 
credible  warnings  about  the  earth’s  en¬ 
dangered  environment  do  not  go 
unheeded.  This  means  first  that  we 
should  examine  our  own  lifestyles  to  find, 
and  to  eliminate  insofar  as  possible,  the 
ways  in  which  we  contribute  to  the 
problem  of  environmental  pollution. 
Second,  we  should  function  in  our  com¬ 
munities  and  nation  as  concerned 
citizens  who  seek  responsible  and 
realistic  solutions  to  existing  pollution 
problems,  and  urge  both  public  leaders 
and  other  private  citizens  to  do  likewise. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Freedom  depends  on  continuing 
resolve  to  maintain  strong  military  L 

R0 


By  ROBERT  J.  FREEBURG 
I  am  compelled  to  write  on  the  subject 
of  nuclear  arms,  in  opposition  to  the 
views  expressed  in  most  of  the  letters  to 
the  editor  that  you  have  printed,  and  to 
the  predominant  views  expressed  by 
your  newspaper. 

I  was  very  disappointed  over  the 
pastoral  letter  a  year  ago  which  in  effect 
endorsed  the  Kennedy-Hatfield  amend¬ 
ment  seeking  a  resolution  that  this  coun¬ 


try  take  the  lead  in  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament.  Presumably  this  was  based  on 
the  naive  expectation  that  the  Soviets 
would  follow  suit.  I  doubt  that  the  bishops 
spoke  for  the  majority  of  our  church 
members.  They  certainly  did  not  speak 
for  me  or  for  the  12  million  other  sur¬ 
viving  veterans  who  helped  stop  the 
criminals  who  started  World  War  II.  The 
peace  activists  who  saw  to  it  that  there 
was  no  deterrent  force  were  primarily 


Mentality  of  flagrant  militarism 
prevents  our  being  peacemakers 


By  MICHAEL  L.  MATTOX 
I  had  wondered  about  it  many  times: 
“what  would  it  be  like,  and  what  would  it 
feel  like,  to  see  for  myself  that  residence 
at  1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue?  I  recently 
found  out. 

I  went  to  Washington  D.C.  for  the  first 
time  to  attend  an  Interreligious 
Legislative  Task  Force  (IMPACT) 
Congressional  Briefing  last  year.  I  had 
arrived  in  Washington  on  Saturday  night 
alone.  The  next  morning,  I  intended  to  go 
to  church,  anywhere.  However,  I  be¬ 
friended  another  minister  (Presbyterian) 
who  seemed  appropriately  patriotic  and 


who  was  scheduled  to  take  the  “Gray  Line 
Tour”  of  Washington  D.C.  that  morning. 
Possibly  out  of  my  guilt  for  having  less 
"patriotism,”  and  possibly  out  of  a  sense 
of  a  need  for  companionship,  I  decided  to 
go  with  him  on  "the  tour.  ’’ 

Political  bias  observed 

The  tour  progressed  on  through  the 
sights  of  our  nation’s  capitol  with  the  bus 
driver  giving  his  own  editorial  comments 
on  the  places  of  interest  ( with  a  distinc¬ 
tively  obvious  political  bias).  The 
Washington  Monument,  the  Lincoln 
Memorial,  Arlington  Cemetery,  the 


Christians  obliged  to  aid  refugees 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  disappointed  to  read  that  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  declined  to  encourage 
"sanctuary”  for  refugees  from  El 
Salvador  and  Guatemala  (See  UMR, 
April  22).  I  was  even  more  disappointed 
to  read  that  they  did  this  out  of  fear  of 
legal  penalties  —  fines  and  jail  sentences. 

To  be  intimidated  by  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  —  which  aids  the  governments  these 
refugees  are  fleeing  —  is  to  forget  the 
self-sacrifice  of  people  like  the  martyred 
Archbishop  Oscar  Romero.  Christians 
and  all  people  of  conscience  are  obliged 
to  show  love  and  give  aid  to  refugees  flee¬ 
ing  torture  and  murder  —  and  not  to  turn 
them  over  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
would  have  them  tortured  and  murdered. 

According  to  a  government  spokesper¬ 
son  quoted  in  an  April  8  New  York 
Times,  it  is  not  clear  that  churches  are 
violating  any  laws  by  giving  “sanc¬ 
tuary”  to  Central  American  refugees. 
But  to  myself  and  those  involved  in 
providing  “sanctuary”  it  is  clear  thaj  £he 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
is  violating  the  U.S.  Refugee  Act  of  1980 
by  returning  refugees  to  likely  per¬ 
secution  in  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala. 

We  must  give  aid  to  those  in  immediate 
danger  as  well  as  work  for  changes  in 
government  policy  to  halt  deportations 
and  stop  military  aid  to  El  Salvador  and 

Guatemala.  ».. 

Otto  Hiller 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Violating  the  law 
goes  against  God 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  concerned  about  the  action 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  relating  to  the  Salvadorans 
(see  UMR,  April  15  and  29)  -  To  flout 
the  laws  of  this  country  is  to  set  a  very 
dangerous  trend.  On  the  one  hand,  we  are 
fighting  for  Christian  freedoms,  such  as 
the  right  to  take  a  Bible  into  a  public 
school  or  even  teach  Christianity  within 
its  walls,  and  on  the  other  hand  we  expect 
the  government  not  to  invade  our  sanc¬ 
tuaries.  We  cannot  violate  the  law  and 
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expect  to  retain  our  freedom  from  gov¬ 
ernment  regulation.  To  allow  this  to  hap¬ 
pen  is  to  open  Pandora’s  box. 

According  to  the  Scripture  we  must 
obey  the  governing  bodies.  Paul  wrote, 
“Everyone  must  submit  himself  to  the 
governing  authorities,  for  there  is  no 
authority  except  that  which  has  been 
established  by  God.  Consequently,  he 
who  rebels  against  authority  is  rebelling 
against  what  God  has  instituted,  and 
those  who  do' so  will  bring  judgment  on 
themselves.”  (Romans  13:1^2)  If  we  go 
against  the  authority  of  this  land,  we  are 
going  against  God. 

I  shudder  to  think  of  the  restricting 
legislation  that  could  come  against  the 
churches  because  of  the  stance  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  has 
taken  on  the  Salvadoran  issue.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  doesn’t  want  us  in  the  public  places 
and  I  don’t  want  them  in  my  sanctuary. 
Warren  C.  Hyam 
Peabody,  Massachusetts 

UMR  efforts  affirmed 

To  the  Editor:  ~ 

Thank  you  for  your  good  work  in 
keeping  us  in  touch  in  a  church  that 
seems  to  be  less  connectional  all  the  time. 

Your  work  regarding  the  "60  Minutes” 
and  "Reader’s  Digest”  outcry,  and  your 
reporting  of  the  Tchula,  Mississippi  con¬ 
troversy  have  been  outstanding  and  a 
voice  of  reason  in  the  midst  of  a  great 
deal  of  silly  talk. 

I  liked  the  Ben  Franklin  editorial 
( April  22  issue)  too.  God  bless  you ! 

Joseph  E.  Parshall 

Marina,  California 

Open-mindedness 
stand  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Again,  after  many  years,  I  feel 
obligated  to  write.  I  agree  with  the  writer 
of  the  “Here  I  Stand"  column  headlined 
“Open-mindedness  is  best  way  to  God’s 
truth”  in  the  April  15  issue.  I,  too,  am  no 
fundamentalist,  although  I  agree  with 
many  of  their  precepts. 

I  thoroughly  agree  with  John  Wesley 
when  he  said  that  we  may  disagree  among 
ourselves,  but  if  we  are  earnestly  seeking 
God,  we  are  all  brothers  and  sisters. 

Richard  D.  Comly 
Wilmington,  Delaware 

UMR  balanced 
and  informative 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  I  have  read  many  articles, 
editorials,  and  "Letters  to  the  Editor” 
that  I  planned  to  write  and  comment  on, 
but  time  moves  swiftly,  so  here  I  am  with 
too  many  feelings  to  express  in  one  let¬ 
ter.  Therefore,  I  shall  combine  them  in 
one  overview. 

Although  I  don’t  always  agree  with  the 
summary  of  your  articles,  I  do  ap¬ 
preciate  the  fair  way  in  which  you  try  to 
show  both  sides  of  a  story.  You  print  the 
views  of  others,  although  they  might  not 
be  your  own,  and  when  you  take  a  stand 
on  an  issue,  you  go  into  detail. 

I  enjoy  "The  United  Methodist  Repor¬ 
ter.”  It  keeps  me  in  touch  and  helps  me 
feel  closer  to  the  entire  denomination. 

Thank  you.  _t  . 

Sharolyn  M .  Mason 

Clearwater.  Florida 

Importance  of  upcoming 
delegate  elections 

To  the  Editor: 

A  very  important  event  is  about  to  hap¬ 
pen  in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  United  Methodists  from  every 
part  of  the  country  will  gather  in  our 
General  Conference  to  work  on  ex¬ 
tremely  important  issues.  They  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  interpret  and  enact  the  will  of 
God  in  the  formation  and  function  of  the 
church. 

For  the  last  several  years,  the 
credibility  of  the  UMC  in  the  National 
and  World  Councils  of  Churches  has  been 
repeatedly  questioned  and  lately,  ac¬ 
cusations  have  come  forth  from  the  news 
media  I  wish  neither  to  be  pro  or  con  in 


this  statement  for  I  am  sure  that  I  cannot 
resolve  the  matter  with  my  typewriter. 

Another  issue  that  is  filling  the  pages  of 
the  Reporter  ( until  it  seems  there  is  not 
enough  room  for  needed  articles)  is  the 
homosexual  debate  raging  in  the  UMC.  It 
seems  that  our  Discipline  makes  no 
clearly  understood  yes  or  no!  ( Not  my  in¬ 
terpretation,  but  the  leaders  of  our 
UMC.) 

What  then  is  this  letter  about?  Simply 
this;  a  desire  for  a  Discipline  of  the  UMC 
which  clearly  states  that  we  still  accept 
the  inspiration  of  God  in  His  Holy  Bible  to 
be  the  foundation  and  guiding  principle 
of  our  Discipline.  How  can  we  ac¬ 
complish  such  a  task? 

1.  Read  this  letter  to  your  congregation 
or  post  it  on  your  bulletin  board. 

2.  Encourage  people,  clergy  and  laity 
to  let  their  voices  be  heard.  Write  your 
District  Superintendent  and  Bishop 
stating  your  concern  for  our  church. 

3.  Elect  delegates  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  that  are  proven  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

4.  Do everything  in  love,  as  Jesus  says 
we  must.  Be  forgiving  and  un¬ 
derstanding,  but  be  firm  in  your  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  church  of  our  Lord. 

The  General  Conference  of  1984,  I 
believe,  can  be  a  pivotal  year  for  the 
UMC.  You,  as  a  member,  hold  the  key. 
Do  you  want  the  uncertainty,  the  con¬ 
fusion,  and  the  doubt  of  the  clergy  and 
laity  to  continue?  I  pray  not! 

Roy  H.  Corbin 
St.  Charles,  Virginia 

Wesleyan  spirit  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  wanted  to  drop  a  line  to  express 
my  appreciation  for  the  good  job  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  has  done  on 
the  issues,  large  and  small,  that  confront 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

An  acceptance  of  catholicity  is  seen 
weekly  in  the  issues  addressed,  and  John 
Wesley  would  be  proud  of  this  spirit,  I 
believe. 

Thanks  to  all  the  staff  and  yourself. 
Keep  up  the  good  work ! 

Wes  Ummel 

St.  Joseph,  Missouri 

Leftist  tilt 

explained,  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and 
admiration  for  the  recently  published 
study  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
made  by  the  Reporter.  It  was  carried  out 
with  remarkable  thoroughness,  clarity, 
and  objectivity. 

However,  there  is  an  issue  which  I 
believe  requires  further  elucidation: 
what  is  the  underlying  source  of  the 
"leftist  tilt”  discernible  in  the  NCC’s 
statements,  resolutions,  and  actions? 
Some  light  can  be  thrown  on  this  question 
by  considering  the  answer  given  by  the 
executives  of  the  Interreligious  Task 
Force  to  the  Reporter’s  query  concerning 
the  stance  of  the  task  force  on  the  political 
situation  in  El  Salvador:  “We  work  out  of 
a  Christian  concern  for  the  poor  and  the 
suffering.”  Undoubtedly  the  plight  of  the 
poor,  the  economic  well-being  of  people 
especially  in  the  Third  World,  is  a  major 
concern  of  many  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittees  and  program  offices  of  the  NCC. 
Today  this  concern  seems  much  more 
pressing  and  relevant  than  church  unity, 
religious  education,  and  evangelization  — 
even  more  urgent  than  the  human  rights 
addressed  by  Amnesty  International  and 
Freedom  House. 

Historically,  the  central  purpose  of  the 
“left”  has  been  justice,  the  amelioration 
of  the  economic  conditions  of  the 
oppressed.  The  means  to  accomplish 
justice,  it  is  assumed,  is  political  action; 
in  last-ditch  situations  this  action  has  to 
be  implemented  by  military  means.  It  is 
not  surprising  then  that  Christians  with  a 
practical  concern  for  the  poor  should  ally 
themselves  with  the  “left.” 

Another  assumption  of  the  “left”  is 
that  if  justice  is  to  be  a  concrete  reality, 
political  and  economic  systems  have  to 
be  changed,  often  by  the  substitution  of 


one  system  for  another.  Traditionally, 
the  Christian  mission  has  been  carried 
out  without  the  church  taking  responsi¬ 
bility  for  reshaping  systems.  (It  is  inter¬ 
esting  that  Mother  Teresa  was  recently 
taken  to  task  in  the  Christian  Century  be¬ 
cause  her  work  does  not  influence  systems. ) 
Here  again,  it  is  consistent  for  Christians 
who  see  the  need  for  systematic  change  to 
adopt  the  thinking  of  the  “left.” 

To  sum  up,  when  involvement  in  theol¬ 
ogy,  interchurch  dialogue,  and  evangeli¬ 
zation  no  longer  seem  particularly  effica¬ 
cious,  and  attention  is  focused  upon  the 
poor,  then  the  political  action  of  the  “left” 
seems  to  be  the  relevant  avenue  of  re¬ 
sponse.  A  significant  number  of  Christian 
leaders,  some  associated  with  the  NCC, 
have  moved  in  this  direction. 

In  any  case,  I  think  the  whole  matter  of 
the  relationship  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
church  to  established  institutions  and  to  rev¬ 
olutionary  movements  of  the  “left”  needs 
to  be  aired  in  the  churches.  This  problem 
lies  behind  the  NCC’s  “leftward  tilt.” 

George  W.  Schreiner 
Elizabeth,  Illinois 

Great  Christians 

found  in  all  churches 

To  the  Editor: 

I  noticed  in  a  recent  Gallup  Poll  that 
the  top  two  most  admired  women  were 
Margaret  Thatcher  and  Mother  Teresa 
by  both  Protestants  and  Catholics. 

The  top  three  most  admired  men  were 
President  Reagan,  Pope  John  Paul  II 
and  Billy  Graham.  Mr.  Graham  was  on 
the  Catholics’  top  seven  and  the  pope  was 
on  the  Protestants’  top  seven.  After 
years  of  division,  it  is  inspiring  to  see 
Catholics  and  Protestants  have  put  their 
differences  aside  to  recognize  that  great 
Christians  can  belong  to  any  church. 

Gary  McCartney 
Casselberry,  Florida 


Michael  Mattox 


Capitol  Building,  all  had  passed  and  sud¬ 
denly,  we  were  there. 

We  rounded  a  corner  and  the  bus 
driver  pointed  out  in  quick  succession, 
“the  former  War  Department  (now  the 
Executive  Office  Building),  the  White 
House,  and  the  Treasury  Department  on 
the  other  side.”  I  was  impressed,  but  for 
different  reasons  than  one  might  think. 

As  a  minister,  I  am  accustomed  to 
being  attentive  to  symbolism.  What  im¬ 
pressed  me  was  not  the  style,  or  the 
grace  of  the  building,  but  its  location  — 
between  the  (former)  War  Department 
and  the  Treasury  Department? ! 

What  does  that  mean?  In  what  kind  of 
tension  do  we  live  in  this  country  — 
economics  on  the  one  hand,  and 
militarism  and  war  on  the  other,  and 
who’s  in  between? 

I  think  not  just  the  residents  of  the 
White  House.  But  we  all  are.  It  seems 
that  over  and  over  we  tend  to  think  that 
world  problems  require  military 
solutions.  It  is  obvious  that  we  have  that 
mentality  when  the  majority  of  the  U.S. 
budget  goes  for  military  expenditures! 

We  have  a  war  mentality 

We  have  a  war  mentality  and  are  led  to 
feel  good  about  it,  because  if  it  is  nursed 
and  nourished  we’re  told  it  serves  as  a 
deterrent!  People  in  my  home  state  of 
Arkansas  are  led  to  believe  that  a  new 
$25  million  nerve  gas  facility  might  also 
bolster  our  state’s  deflated  economy! 

And  we’re  between  a  rock  and  a  hard 
place.  We’ll  remain  so  until  we  begin  to 
have  a  change  of  mind,  yes,  and  even  a 
change  of  heart.  Until  we  really  give 
peace  a  chance,  dare  to  be  bold,  and 
develop  a  PEOPLE  MENTALITY  in¬ 
stead  of  a  war  mentality,  we  can  never 
fully  be  the  peacemakers  that  Jesus  said 
were  blessed  (Matthew  5: 9). 

President  Eisenhower,  also  one  of  this 
country’s  respected  military  generals, 
warned  the  American  people  of  the 
dangers  of  what  might  be  referred  to  as 
“selling  our  souls  to  militarism.”  It  was 
even  he  who  coined  the  oft-repeated 
phrase  during  the  Vietnam  war:  “the 
military-industrial  complex.” 

Taking  a  stand  for  peace  means  in  our 
society  standing  against  flagrant 
militarism  and  the  strange  economic 
base  it  stands  on.  That  takes  strong 
people,  committed  faithfulness,  and  ner¬ 
vy  action.  It  takes  people  like  you  and 
me. 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  the  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerts  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor.  the  Rev.  Michael  L.  Mattox,  pastor 
of  the  Pea  Ridge  and  Oakley  Chapel 
UMCs  in  Pea  Ridge.  Arkansas  (North 
Arkansas  Conference ). 


My  Witness 

Doing  the  work  of  Christians 
takes  precedence  over  Bible  Study 


By  FRED  E.  WEBSTER  JR. 

One  Wednesday  evening  I  went  to  the 
church  for  the  Bible  study  that  I  lead 
each  week.  I  unlocked  all  the  doors, 
turned  on  the  heat  and  lights,  and  waited 
for  the  group  of  12-15  to  arrive.  But  after 
a  half  hour  it  became  apparent  that  no 
one  was  going  to  show  up. 

What  accounted  for  this  no-show  on  the 
part  of  a  group  of  normally  loyal 
members?  Were  they  boycotting  the  study 
because  of  something  I  had  preached  the 
Sunday  before?  Or  had  they  lost  their  in¬ 
terest  in  studying  the  scriptures?  Or  was 
there  something  great  on  TV?  The  answer 
was  “no”  to  all  of  these  questions. 

The  simple  reason  was  that  a  much 
loved  woman  of  our  church  had  died  the 
night  before,  and  all  the  people  of  the 
church  were  being  Christian.  They  had 
cooked  for  the  grieving  family.  They  had 
been  around  to  cry  with  the  husband  and 
to  communicate  their  awareness  of  the 
greatness  of  his  loss.  They  had  been 
there  to  bring  words  of  love  to  the 
children  who  felt  so  hopeless.  Some  of 
them  even  did  the  hard  work  of  digging 
the  grave  in  which  that  friend  and  sister 
in  Christ  would  be  buried. 

As  I  sat  waiting  just  in  case  someone 
wished  to  come  by,  I  thanked  God 
because  there  were  people  like  these  who 
served  so  willingly.  You  see,  it  was 
precisely  because  they’d  heard  a  sermon 
and  read  the  scriptures  that  they  didn’t 
show  up  for  Bible  study  that  evening. 
They  Were  too  busy  doing  the  hard  work 
of  being  Christians.  So  I  turned  off  the 
heat  and  lights  and  locked  up  the  building, 
and  went  to  the  family’s  house,  for  that’s 
where  the  church  was  that  night, 


“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 


life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Fred  E.  Webster,  Jr.,  pastor  of  West 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mulga,  Alabama. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages,  maximum  length)  to  “ My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P-O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Robert  Freeburg 
responsible  for  WW  II  and  for  Pearl  Har¬ 
bor. 

History  is  repeated 

Now  we  are  faced  with  the  same 
situation.  This  time  it  is  the  Soviets,  and 
their  war  capability  far  surpasses  that  of 
the  Nazis  of  two  generations  ago.  The 
peace  activists  are  clamoring  for  arms 
reduction  just  as  their  counterparts  did 
in  the  Thirties.  One  big  and  terrible  dif: 
ference  now  is  that  most  if  not  all  of  our 
citizens  are  directly  threatened  by  a 
nuclear  war  —  not  just  our  able-bodied 
young  people.  One  other  big  difference: 

If  history  does  repeat  itself,  there  will  be 
no  time  to  prepare  —  we  will  either  be 
ready  at  the  time  or  not  at  all. 

Oh,  the  disarmers  of  the  Eighties 
usually  make  a  passing  reference  to 
reciprocity  and  bilateralism,  but  they ; 
know  that  they  are  blowing  into  the  wind. ' 
Their  efforts  are  applauded  by  the 
Soviets,  but  anyone  in  Russia  who  opens  ' 
their  mouth  about  disarming  is  clapped 
into  jail  or  an  asylum  or  a  forced  labor 
camp.  So  the  nuclear  protesters  attack 
the  one  country  in  the  world  that  offers 
the  best  hope  for  peace  and  freedom  — 
and  that  is  our  beloved  country,  the 
United  States  of  America.  In  so  doing, 
they  would  freeze  our  country  into  a 
position  of  nuclear  inferiority,  and  lead- 
this  and  other  peace-loving  countries'" 
down  the  road  to  annihilation  or  slavery. .  . 

Threat  is  well  documented 

Do  the  unilateral  disarmers  not  realize 
that  we  are  faced  with  an  enemy  who 
believes  there  can  be  no  peace  without 
communism,  and  who  are  spreading 
their  brand  of  “peace”  throughout  the 
world?  Hardly  a  citizen  can  be  immune 
to  the  media,  which  have  been  replete 
with  instances  of  criminal  behavior  by 
the  Soviets  in  human  and  international 
relations.  They  lie,  cheat,  steal,  poison, 
and  kill  —  all  in  the  name  of  “peace”  for 
mankind.  This  is  well  documented  for 
those  who  care  to  be  informed. 

The  Soviet  leaders  have  many  vodkas 
toasting  the  nuclear  protesters  in  this 
and  other  Western  democracies.  And 
they  must  be  ecstatic  over  the  help  given 
by  the  authorities  in  the  church  who  en¬ 
courage  such  protests  —  authorities  who 
instead  should  be  in  the  forefront  in 
trying  to  stop  the  insidious  growth  of 
communism,  which  destroys  rather  than 
upholds  religious  freedom. 

Emphasis  should  be  changed 

Rather  than  educating  the  people  in 
their  “Christian”  duty  to  clamor  for  a 
nuclear  freeze  in  the  United  States,  as 
advocated  in  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  the  people  should  be  educated 
in  the  existing  perils  to  national  security; 
in  the  steady  advance  of  communism;  in 
the  criminal  behavior  of  the  Soviet 
leaders;  in  the  history  of  inevitable 
conquests  by  tyrants  who  achieve 
weapons  superiority;  in  the  need  for 
strength  to  assure  peace;  and  in  the  need  . 
for  unity  among  our  citizens.  They  should 
be  helped  to  realize  that  if  the  majority  of 
our  people  lack  the  will  and  the  resolve  to 
maintain  arms,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
until  we  lose  our  nation  and  all  that  it 
stands  for,  together  with  our  freedom  as 
we  know  it  and  exercise  it. 

I  for  one  thank  God  that  we  have  a 
President  who  realizes  that  there  can  be 
no  social  justice  without  freedom,  no 
freedom  without  peace,  no  peace  without 
strength,  and  no  strength  without 
sacrifice.  When  the  President  says  that 
we  must  strengthen  our  defenses  to 
assure  our  safety,  his  judgment  should 
take  precedence  over  a  pastoral  letter,  a 
nuclear  demonstration,  or  a  referendum. 
All  that  these  accomplish  is  to  undermine 
the  President’s  efforts  to  achieve  arms 
control  at  the  bargaining  table. 

I  implore  my  fellow  United  Methodists 
to  help  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
catastrophic  disarmament  policies  that 
led  to  World  War  II. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor  is  Robert  J.  Freeburg,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  UMC  in  Colorado  Springs, '. 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Conference).  . 


“It  is  a  privilege  and  joy.”  an 
Alabama  pastor  wrote,  "to  tell 
you  what  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  has  meant  to 
us." 

His  young  congregation  needed 
a  new  building.  UMDF’s  low- 
interest  loan  made  what  the . 
pastor  called  “a  tremendous  dif¬ 
ference."  And  today  the  church 
is  thriving. 

UMDF  has  made  that  "tremen¬ 
dous  difference"  in  more  than 
1900  local  congregations.  It’s 
possible  because  more  than  2500 
faithful  United  Methodists  have 
put  their  money  where  their 
heart  is.  UMDF  needs  you. 

UMDF  investors  benefit  from 
the  9%  per  year*  return  on  their 
money— and  have  the  "privilege 
and  joy"  of  knowing  they  are  part 
of  church  growth. 

—  ■UMDF— 

Write  for  a  free  prospectus  to: 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Box  303-S.  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  NY  10115 

*Effective  Feb.  1981. 
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Bishops  set  up  special  committee 

Ecumenical  ties  affirmed;  ‘thorough  review9  of  allegations  mandated 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  -  United 
Methodism’s  Council  of  Bishops  last 
week  created  a  special  committee  to 
“make  a  thorough  review  of  recently 
made  allegations  about  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  and  related 
United  Methodist  agencies.” 

There  were  no  negative  votes  and  two 
abstentions.  The  vote  came  after  several 
sessions  of  vigorous  debate. 

Stressing  the  need  to  fulfill  their  role  as 
shepherds  of  the  church,  many  bishops 
stated  that  a  growing  distrust  of  UM 
agencies  and  the  councils  by  individual 
United  Methodists  demands  some 
decisive  action  by  the  bishops. 

“Our  people  are  pleading  across  the 
entire  church  for  help,”  the  council  was 
told  by  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  of  the  Florida 
Area.  These  persons  are  not  just  those  on 
the  right-wing  fringe  but  “loyal  people 
who  believe  in  the  church  and  its 
mission.  They  are  looking  for  answers.” 

The  bishops’  meeting  here  showed  un¬ 
wavering  support  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  continuing  involvement  as  a 
member  and  leader  in  the  NCC  and  the 
WCC. 

Participation  in  councils  of  churches 
is  not  a  choice  but  a  necessity  required 
by  the  UMC’s  constitution,  and  the 


very  essence  of  the  United  Methodist 
identity  within  the  church  universal,  said 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area. 

A  minority  of  perhaps  15  percent  of  the 
voting  bishops  argued  during  most  of  the 
week  that  special  action  by  the  cpuncil 
would  give  the  issues  concerning  the 
NCC  and  the  WCC  more  attention  than  is 
warranted  by  the  amount  of  continuing 
interest  on  the  part  of  United  Methodists. 

“As  far  as  the  flagrant  innuendos  (by 
critics)  are  concerned,"  stated  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  of  the  Indiana  Area 
and  the  NCC’s  president,  “there  was  not 
one  iota  of  truth  involved." 

Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  of  the 
Boston  Area  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
feared  the  bishops’  review  will  string  out 
the  issue,  taking  valuable  time  and 
energy  away  from  critical  tasks  such  as 
evangelism  and  working  to  find  what  it 
means  to  be  truly  a  part  of  a  worldwide 
Christian  community. 

More  accountability  sought 

But  the  majority  sentiment  seemed  to 
be  captured  in  the  comment  of  Bishop 
Hunt  that  while  “we  have  to  be  careful 
not  to  give  the  impression  that  we  desire 
to  diminish  prophecy  (by  agencies  and 
councils),  we  want  to  make  it  utterly 
clear  that  we  want  to  increase 
accountability. 


TUCSON,  Ariz.  —  ‘Caregiver’  Diane  Feigelson  reads  to  a  young  friend 
at  Cataline  UMC’s  daycare  center.  linda  rosenpield  photo 


Volunteer  seniors 
bring  joy  to  children 


By  ELDONNA  FISHER 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  —  “Will  you  be  my 
Grandma?"  a  preschool  girl  said 
plaintively  to  a  senior  citizen  recently 
at  Catalina  United  Methodist  Daycare 
Center.  The  two  are  part  of  a 
cooperative  venture  which  brings 
together  senior  citizens  and  the  very 
young. 

In  a  program  called  VIC  —  Volunteer 
Intergenerational  Caregivers  —  volun¬ 
teers  attend  classes  for  eight  weeks,  a 
total  of  32  hours.  They  learn,  said  Dr. 
Luan  Stewart  of  the  University  of 
Arizona  extension  service,  about  the 
developmental  stages  of  young 
children. 

Topics  discussed  include  what  a 
daycare  center  for  children  is  like, 
how  young  children  think,  what  kinds 
of  relationships  they  have,  and  ways 
to  play  with  children  in  group  set¬ 
tings. 

According  to  Dr.  Stewart,  the 
leaders  say,  "This  is  what  research 
tells  us.  Then  the  senior  volunteer 
caregivers  observe  the  children  at  the 
daycare  center.  Finally,  they  return 
to  discuss  what  they  have  observed. 
After  the  volunteers  graduate  from 
their  training  program  they  may  put 
in  four  hours  or  more  a  week  in  a 
childcare  center. 

In  a  society  where  daycare  center 


children  are  isolated  with  others  of 
their  own  age  and  where  the  staff 
members  are  usually  women  in  their 
20s  (rarely  more  than  35),  having 
older  persons  around  is  a  real  plus. 
And,  because  senior  citizens  also  are 
usually  isolated  among  people  their 
own  age,  they  too  benefit  from  the 
relationship  with  young  children.  Dr. 
Stewart  said. 

The  people  who  are  interested  in  the 
program  have  a  tremendous  amount 
to  give  to  the  children,  and  feel  they 
have  received  a  lot  from  the  children, 
as  well.  Dr.  Stewart  said.  One  volun¬ 
teer  came  to  her  and  commented,  “I 
am  glad  someone  is  finally  developing 
something  along  these  lines !  ” 

Bob  Stauffacher,  director  of  the 
senior  ministry  program  at  Catalina 
UMC,  attended  all  the  planning 
meetings  for  VIC  and  put  notices 
about  it  in  the  church's  newsletter. 

The  first  group  of  caregivers  recent¬ 
ly  graduated  and  a  second  group  is 
receiving  training.  Caregivers  in¬ 
clude  Catholics,  Protestants  and 
Jews.  But  this  pilot  project  is  just  the 
beginning,  Dr.  Stewart  said.  “We 
hope  to  expand  this  program  to  other 
centers  in  Tucson  and  throughout 
Arizona,"  she  explained. 

Ms.  Fisher  is  a  free  lance  con¬ 
tributor  who  lives  in  Tucson.  Ariz. 


“I  have  been  on  the  Governing  Board 
of  the  NCC  for  13  years.  Many  programs 
of  the  NCC  are  inaccessible  to  the 
Governing  Board.” 

Bishops  from  every  region  of  the 
nation  said  they  had  members  in  their 
areas  who  are  demanding  changes  in 
accountability  lines. 

More  than  fiscal  matter 

“We  aren’t  simply  talking  about  a 
fiscal  matter  but  of  the  main  question  of 
what  we  hope  to  accomplish  with  our 
money,”  said  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
of  the  church’s  East  Ohio  Area  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  UMC’s  chief  financial  agency. 

He  successfully  added  an  amendment 
designed  to  ensure  that  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  committee  and  the  council 
will  be  implemented  and  that  there  will 
be  a  continuing  process  to  “keep  us  from 
getting  into  this  kind  of  mess  again.” 

The  committee  is  not  the  “blue-ribbon 
committee"  of  outside  investigators  re¬ 
quested  in  January  at  a  meeting  of 
district  superintendents  from  the 
church’s  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Nor  is  it  the  option  advocated  during 
much  of  the  week  by  bishops  who  felt 
that  the  controversy  no  longer  is  —  if  ever 
it  was  —  extraordinary  enough  to  warrant 
a  special  committee.  Referring  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  one  of  the  bishops’  standing  com¬ 
mittees,  they  contended,  would  be  more 
appropriate  and  would  guarantee  on-go¬ 
ing  supervision  after  public  interest 
fades. 

Early  in  the  week,  more  than  200 
spectators  crowded  the  back  of  the 
meeting  room  and  many  more  listened 
from  chairs  set  up  in  the  hall  to  formal 
presentations  by  six  bishops  who  serve 
on  the  boards  of  the  organizations  in 
question.  Reporters  from  local  news¬ 
papers,  radio,  TV,  wire  services  and  a 
national  magazine  were  present. 

The  presentations  largely  defended  the 
ecumenical  organizations  in  light  of  the 
various  charges.  Each  bishop  also  made 
recommendations  for  dealing  with 
perceived  weaknesses.  Among  the  weak¬ 
nesses  cited  were: 

Little  formal  accountability  to  the 
denomination  of  UM  representatives  to 
the  ecumenical  councils,  jumbled  and 
uncoordinated  funding  lines,  links  to 
outside  groups  which  feel  little  responsi¬ 
bility  back  to  the  councils  or  their 
member  denominations. 

In  an  unusual  move,  the  reports  were 
referred  to  each  of  the  Council's  four 
standing  committees  for  discussion, 
rather  than  to  only  one.  Each  committee 


developed  its  own  proposed  response  — 
with  two  concluding  that  a  special  com¬ 
mittee  was  needed  and  two  concluding 
that  it  was  not  needed.  The  four 
committee  chairmen  later  attempted  to 
draft  a  compromise  resolution  on  which 
all  could  agree  but  that  proved  impos¬ 
sible. 

Hence,  they  brought  two  rough 
proposals  to  a  session  behind  closed 
doors  on  Thursday  morning.  For  two 
hours,  the  bishops  engaged  in  a  free¬ 
wheeling  discussion  that  some  bishops 
described  as  deeply  personal  and  one  of 
the  most  moving  times  the  bishops  have 
spent  together. 

By  more  than  a  three-to-one  margin, 
the  bishops  voted  to  bring  the  special 
committee  proposal  to  an  open  session 
Thursday  afternoon.  For  an  hour,  they 
publicly  debated  a  string  of  amend¬ 
ments,  some  of  which  were  decided  on 
close  votes,  before  creating  the  special 
committee. 

“Bridge  credibility  gap" 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of  the 
church’s  Houston  Area,  and  outgoing 
president  of  the  council,  said  he  was  very 
pleased  regarding  the  council’s  final 
action  Thursday  afternoon.  “I  think  this 
will  meet  the  desires  of  the  Southeastern 
district  superintendents  and  the  more 
than  3,000  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
nation  who  wrote  to  me  asking  for  action. 

“The  call  from  so  many  persons  for  us 
to  do  something  is  great  evidence  of  trust 
in  the  episcopacy.  What  we  do  with  this 
committee  will  do  more  than  anything 
else  to  help  us  bridge  the  credibility  gap 
that  has  grown  in  our  denomination." 

Bishop  Crutchfield  said  the  council’s 
action  was  surprising  because  there  had 
appeared  to  be  relatively  little  support 
for  it  among  the  bishops  a  month  ago. 

The  new  committee  met  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  and  chose  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel 
of  the  New  York  West  Area  to  chair  the 
committee. 

Bishop  Yeakel  told  the  Reporter:  “I 
come  from  an  area  where  there  has  not 
been  much  pressure  on  this  issue.  I  came 
here  presuming  no  real  need  for  a  com¬ 
mittee.  But  I’ve  been  convinced,  hearing 
bishops  from  various  parts  of  the  country 
talk  of  the  need." 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark  of  the  Columbia 
( S.C. )  Area,  also  a  member  of  the  special 
committee,  captured  much  of  the 
council’s  majority  opinion  about  the  need 
in  his  formal  address  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon.  He  said  the  critical  concern  of  the 
council  should  not  be  the  specific  charges 


Accountability ,  image  reviewed 

NCC  panel  eyes 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  One  feature  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  Governing 
Board  meeting  here  May  11-13  was  the 
presentation  of  a  report  by  a  36-member 
panel  which  is  about  mid-way  through  a 
three-year  study  of  the  council’s  future. 

The  presentation  was  scheduled  to  in¬ 
clude  both  a  report  by  the  panel  chair¬ 
person,  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Neff  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  small  group 
feedback  by  the  NCC’s  260-member 
board. 

The  presidential  panel  members  were 
named  by  NCC  President  James  Arm¬ 
strong  shortly  after  his  election  in 
November  1981  although  the  panel  had 
earlier  been  ordered  by  the  Governing 
Board. 

It  is  expected  to  present  its  final 
report  for  Governing  Board  adoption  in 
November  1984. 

Bishop  Armstrong,  who  heads  United 
Methodism’s  Indiana  Area,  has  said  that 
the  presidential  panel  which  Dr.  Neff 


chairs  "is  dealing  with  matters  of  gover¬ 
nance,  fiscal  accountability,  public 
image,  and  the  relationship  of  Christian 
faith  to  its  cultural  context  in  the  United 
States.  Nothing  could  be  more  important 

“There  are  valid 
questions  which 
we  need  to  ask 
about  within  our 
own  house.” 

right  now  than  this  kind  of  searching  and 
creative  process.” 

Dr.  Neff  said  that  the  panel  has  done 
most  of  its  work  in  three  task  groups.  One 
is  exploring  an  appropriate,  effective 
“public  voice/ theology.”  Another  is 
looking  at  education  and  communication 
with  church  members  about  ecumenism, 


Controversial  figure 
leaves  mission  board 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  A  key  figure  in  the  long¬ 
standing  controversy  between  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  United  Methodist  officials 
in  Mississippi  is  leaving  the  staff  of  the 
mission  board. 

"Sheila  Collins  is  leaving  the  board.” 
the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  top  executive  of 
the  board’s  National  Division,  told  the 
Reporter. 

The  terms  of  her  separation  were  still 
under  discussion  at  the  end  of  last  week 
by  lawyers  for  both  sides,  but  a  settle¬ 
ment  was  expected  by  Monday  of  this 
week.  Ms.  Collins  is  being  “terminated 
(as  of  April  22)  under  exceptional  cir¬ 
cumstances  resulting  from  changes  of 
staff  requirements  which  will  enable  the 
National  Division  to  carry  out  its  religious 
mission  more  effectively,”  according  to 
Paul  Bankes  Jr.,  a  lawyer  for  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Negotiations  revolved  around  what  to 
call  the  separation,  with  the  board’s  execu¬ 
tive^  the  opinion  that  she  had  resigned 
and  Ms.  Collins  taking  the  position  she  had 
not  resigned  but  was  being  terminated. 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  he  and  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  had  “ac¬ 
cepted  her  resignation  in  good  faith  April 
22”  after  a  meeting  with  Ms.  Collins.  He 
said  Ms.  Collins  had  sent  a  memo  to  her 
supervisor  refusing  to  perform  two  jobs 
assigned  to  her. 

Ms.  Collins  was  suspended  from  her 
post  with  the  National  Division’s  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Services  office  last 
October  after  National  Division  officials 
learned  that  division  funds  had  been  used 
to  send  voluntary  services  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  a  rally  in  Lexington,  Miss., 
in  support  of  former  Tchula  (Miss.) 
mayor  Eddie  James  Carthan.  Her  action 
was  termed  “imprudent"  and  “unre¬ 
sponsive"  for  not  taking  into  account  an 


Interfaith  projects  to  keep  elderly  independent 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Up  to  15 
ecumenical  coalitions  in  the  United 
States  are  being  offered  funds  for 
producing  workable  models  for  keeping 
elderly  people  out  of  institutions. 

The  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Foundation 
announced  April  27  that  it  has  set  aside 
$2.25  million  to  aid  volunteers  from 
coalitions  of  churches  and  synagogues  in 
caring  for  elderly  and  disabled  in¬ 


dividuals  at  home.  The  money  will  be 
paid  in  three-year  grants  of  up  to  $150,000 
each  to  interfaith  groups,  not  to  single 
churches. 

According  to  the  foundation,  there  are 
10  million  health-impaired  Americans, 
mostly  old  and  infirm,  who  need  help  in 
eating,  shopping,  bathing  and  dressing. 
There  are  120  million  Americans  who  at¬ 
tend  churches  and  synagogues.  The  goal 


of  the  foundation  is  to  get  the  two  groups 
together. 

To  receive  funds,  coalitions  must  in¬ 
volve  a  substantial  number  of  local 
congregations  that  represent  major 
religious  organizations  in  the  project’s 
target  areas,  which  must  have  a  total 
population  of  at  least  25,000.  Projects 
must  have  the  possibility  of  continuing 
after  the  grant  is  gone. 


agreement  to  consult  with  North  Missis¬ 
sippi  conference  officials. 

Two  weeks  later  Ms.  Collins  was  rein¬ 
stated  but  given  other  duties.  When  the 
National  Division  reorganized  earlier 
this  year,  Ms.  Collins  was  assigned  to  the 
program  unit  on  institutional  and  volun¬ 
tary  ministries  headed  by  Lula  Garrett. 

Ms.  Collins'  lawyer  Martin  Stolar  said 
his  client  takes  the  position  she  has  been 
terminated  as  a  result  of  a  staff  reorgani¬ 
zation  or  reduction.  At  stake  in  addition 
to  terminology  is  a  difference  of  several 
weeks'  severance  pay. 
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Bishops’  resolution 


The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
constitutionally,  theologically,  and 
unapologetically  committed  to 
ecumenical  cooperation  with  other 
Christian  churches.  Thus  our 
participation  and  leadership  in  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
and  World  Council  of  Churches  as  a 
denomination  are  acknowledged  and 
affirmed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 
We  appreciate  the  valuable  work  of 
these  two  councils  of  churches  and 
encourage  the  continued  generous 
support  of  these  bodies  by  our 
constituency. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  various 
parts  of  our  church  to  speak  a  word  of 
clarity  on  the  work  of  these  councils, 
as  well  as  our  denominational  agen¬ 
cy  participation,  concerning  ac¬ 
countability,  representation  and 
fiscal  support,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
believes  that  a  thorough  review  of 
recently  made  allegations  and  an 
evaluation  of  the  findings  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  would  be  helpful  to 
the  United  Methodist  people  and 
would  clarify  and  free  our  people  to 
move  forward  in  this  critical  area  of 
our  response  to  Christ’s  gospel 

Therefore,  we  propose  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  committee  of  nine 
(one  from  each  Jurisdictional  College 
of  Bishops,  one  from  the  Central 
Conference  bishops,  and  three  bish¬ 
ops  designated  by  the  Executive 


Committee),  to  make  a  thorough 
review  of  recently  made  allegations 
about  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  and  related 
United  Methodist  agencies,  along 
with  other  issues  raised  by  these 
allegations.  The  committee  shall  call 
upon  whatever  resources  are 
necessary  to  assist  in  such  review  and 
shall  make  a  progress  report  of  its 
findings  and  recommendations  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  (Nov.  1983 
in  San  Francisco). 

The  committee’s  report  will  include 
a  statement  of  the  process  established 
to  implement  the  final  decisions  of 
the  council. 

No  member  of  the  committee  of 
nine  shall  be  president  of  any  board 
or  division  of  any  agency  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  or  the  WCC  or  NCC. 

Bishops  on  the  committee: 

Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  New  York  West 
Area,  chairman;  Melvin  G.  Talbert, 
Seattle  Area,  Secretary;  John  W. 
Russell,  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  ;  Roy 
C.  Clark,  Columbia  (S.C.)  Area; 
Calvin  D.  McConnell,  Portland  Area; 
Edwin  C.  Boulton,  Dakotas  Area; 
Emerito  P.  Nacpil,  Manila  Area;  L. 
Scott  Allen,  Charlotte  (N.C.)  Area; 
and  Marjorie  S.  Matthews,  Wisconsin 
Area. 


made  through  the  news  media  but  the 
way  these  charges  contribute  to  the 
“growing  distance  between  many  in  our 
constituency  and  those  who  act  on  their 
behalf  at  the  general  church  and 
(ecumenical council)  levels." 

He  said  United  Methodists  are  experi¬ 
encing  a  loss  of  confidence  and  even 
alienation  because  of  fundamental  dis¬ 
agreements  with  many  actions  and 
policies  of  general  church  agencies 

He  said  members  feel  excluded  from 
any  effective  influence  on  decision¬ 
making  and  are  suspicious  that  “the 
hierarchy”  doesn't  really  care  about 
what  they  think. 

Bishop  Clark,  a  director  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said  a 
“growing  restiveness"  among  members 
about  financial  support  for  ecumenical 
and  general  agencies  “has  not  yet 
reached  crisis  proportions. 

“But  unless  this  current  episode  is  ad¬ 
dressed  positively  and  creatively,  disaf¬ 
fection  expressed  in  financial  loss  for  the 
denomination  will  become  a  reality.” 

He  called  on  the  bishops  to  move  be¬ 
yond  “merely  responding  to  charges,  de¬ 


fending  positions  or  attacking  our 
attackers  and  to  seize  this  as  a  time  of 
opportunity  to  address  issues  in  a  way 
which  will  contribute  to  unity  and  whole¬ 
ness  in  the  church  .” 

The  members  of  the  special  committee 
will  study  and  think  on  their 
assignments,  prepare  an  agenda  by 
early  July  and  meet  July  21-22.  said 
Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  the  Seattle 
Area,  the  committee’s  secretary. 


The  council's  new  president  is  Bishop 
Wilbur  Choy  (left)  of  the  San  Francisco 
Area  and  its  president-designate  is 
Bishop  Janies  S.  Thomas  of  the  East 
Ohio  Area. 


valid  questions 


and  the  third  group  is  working  on  re¬ 
source  development  and  utilization. 

The  UMC  is  the  NCC’s  largest  member 
communion  both  in  elected  membership 
on  the  Governing  Board  ( 35 )  and  in  finan¬ 
cial  contributions  to  the  NCC  (about  $5.3 
million  annually).  One  leading  UMC  of¬ 
ficial  commented  recently  that  questions 
of  governance  about  the  NCC  "have 
validity.” 

The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  told  his  council’s  spring 
meeting,  “As  a  member  of  the  Governing 
Board  of  the  NCC  for  eight  years,  I  am 
aware  that  I  do  not  govern  anything  of 
significance.  We  establish  very  broad 
policy.  The  sub-units  of  the  council,  com¬ 
posed  of  staff  from  national  church  agen¬ 
cies,  determine  what  happens,  often 
bringing  in  the  NCC  name  to  do  what 
they  w-ant  to  do,  and  then  calling  it 
‘ecumenism’  in  order  to  get  support  from 
the  denomination.” 

Dr.  Dewire  added  that  there  are  “valid 
questions  which  we  need  to  ask  about 


within  our  own  house”  how  United 
Methodists  “manipulate”  both  the  NCC 
and  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  He 
said  United  Methodists  must  help  the 
major  ecumenical  bodies  ask  “how  we 
must  re-structure  a  little  in  order  to 
achieve  clear  accountability,  and  how  we 
continue  to  bring  our  programs  and 
priorities  into  an  ecumenical  arena  for 
action  with  Christian  partners.” 

Dr.  Neff  said  that  recent  media  at¬ 
tention  to  the  NCC  has  “given  us  more  in¬ 
centive  to  talk  about  who  we  are  and  has 
emphasized  the  need  for  long-term  coor¬ 
dinated  planning  of  the  NCC’s  work.” 
But  he  and  other  NCC  officials  noted  that 
the  panel  was  established  before  the 
media  attention  began  and  actually  con¬ 
tinues  NCC  restructure  work  which  some 
date  to  the  early  1970s. 

Other  aspects  of  the  ongoing  search  for 
improved  structure  and  functioning  of  the 
council  include  the  work  of  several  small 
groups  and  a  220-page  report  compiled  in 
1981  by  a  national  survey  committee. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


WORLD  SERVICE... 


Reaching  Outward 
Building  Upward 

Do  we  build  our  Christian 
faith  on  sand,  only  to  find  it 
washed  away  by  doubt  and  de¬ 
spair?  Or  is  our  faith  foundation 
like  a  rock  —  steadfast  and 
secure? 

One  way  we  build  and  nur¬ 
ture  faith  is  through  gifts  to 
World  Service,  the  basic  be¬ 
nevolence  fund  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  People  of  all 
ages  are  the  mortar  which  sup¬ 
ports  and  strengthens  World 
Service  ministries  at  home  and 
around  the  globe. 

Remember  —  your  congrega¬ 
tion's  World  Service  appor¬ 
tionment  goes  far  in  meeting 
spiritual  and  physical  needs 
and  in  changing  countless  lives. 


For  additional  World  Service  information,  contact 
United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201 
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Time  to  ‘go  to  conference’ 

General  Conference  delegates ,  petitions  top  agenda 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Between  mid-May  and  late  June, 
almost  all  of  United  Methodism’s  ap¬ 
proximately  35,000  ordained  ministers 
and  a  similar  number  of  laypersons  will 
“go  to  conference.” 

The  1983  sessions  of  the  denomination’s 
73  annual  conferences  will  start  May  13- 
14  in  the  Red  Bird  Missionary  conference 
and  end  June  20-24  with  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference. 

By  the  time  this  year’s  sessions  end, 
the  70,000-some  delegates  will  have  elec¬ 
ted  nearly  1,000  delegates  —  half  clergy 
and  half  laity  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  an  equal  number  of  ad¬ 
ditional  delegates  to  the  five  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences,  scheduled  in  July  of 
1984. 

Each  annual  conference  will  also,  at  its 
own  discretion,  adopt  some  of  the  most 
important  “petitions"  —  recommended 
changes  in  church  law  —  to  be  submitted 
to  the  1984  General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  highest  legislative  body. 

The  “Book  of  Discipline"  provides  that 
any  individual  United  Methodist  may 
petition  the  General  Conference  for 
legislative  or  resolution  changes,  but 
many  believe  more  weight  is  given  to 
petitions  coming  from  organized  groups, 
particularly  annual  conferences. 

Some  the  most  widely  debated  subjects 
likely  to  become  the  subject  of  petitions 
are  such  things  as  the  World  and/or 
National  Council  of  Churches,  the  in¬ 
ternational  boycott  of  Nestle  products, 
homosexuality,  the  United  Methodist 
missional  priority  and  funding  of  church 
programs. 

Also  considered  possible  are 
resolutions  within  any  or  all  annual  con¬ 
ferences  committing  those  bodies  or 
their  agencies  and  members  to  positions 
on  such  social  issues  as  nuclear  ar¬ 
maments,  Central  America,  economic 
conditions,  etc. 

Each  conference  will  have  a  request 
from  the  General  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Communications  to  respond  to 
a  proposal  for  a  denomination-wide 


ministry  of  television  and  telecom¬ 
munications.  The  proposal  in  draft  form 
calls  for  an  annual  apportioned  asking  of 
$4.8  million,  with  each  conference  entitled 
to  retain  up  to  25  percent  of  its  own  con¬ 
tributions  for  a  TV-telecommunications 


ministry  in  its  own  area. 

Several  conferences  will  review  pro¬ 
gress  on  or  proposals  for  special  funding 
campaigns  in  their  own  areas.  The  re¬ 
cipients  of  these  campaigns  will  include 
ministerial  pensions,  conference  camp¬ 


grounds,  schools  and  colleges,  hospitals 
and  homes,  other  conference  agencies 
and  any  ecumenical  affiliations  held  by 
the  conference. 

To  “go  to  conference”  is  an  annual  ex¬ 
perience  which  most  United  Methodist 
clergypersons  will  not  miss  if  they  can 
help  it.  To  the  layperson  elected  to 
represent  his  or  her  local  church  as  a 
voting  delegate  it  is  generally  considered 
a  high  honor,  one  gained  through  years  of 
service  to  a  given  congregation.  In  the 
minds  of  many,  annual  conference  is 
United  Methodism  as  its  grassroots, 
representative  best. 

Iowans  find 
male  clergy 
domination 

DES  MOINES  —  The  Iowa  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  hopes  to  make  its  1983  sessions 
more  inclusive  of  lay  and  clergy,  male 
and  female  participation. 

The  conference’s  intention  is  spurred 
in  part  by  a  study  of  its  1982  sessions 
which  showed  that  male  delegates  made 
77  percent  of  the  verbal  presentations 
and  that  male  clergymen  in  particular 
dominated  the  sessions. 

The  conference’s  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  sponsored  the 
1982  monitoring.  Each  time  a  person 
spoke  on  the  conference  floor  —  whether 
a  one-sentence  question  or  comment  or  a 
full  speech  —  that  presentation  was  tallied 
under  male-female,  lay-clergy  cate¬ 
gories. 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Kennedy,  a  district 
superintendent  and  member  of  the  con¬ 
ference  COSROW,  analyzed  the  findings 
in  the  Iowa  conference  newspaper. 

“We  need  to  do  a  better  job  of 
preparing  people  for  annual  conference 
membership,"  he  said.  He  said  sessions 
are  clearly  “male  clergy  dominated,  and 
that  is  something  we  have  just  got  to 
keep  chipping  away  at.” 


Ohio  UMs  meet  at  national  historic  site 

LAKESIDE,  Ohio  —  This  Victorian-era  "Lakeside  cottage”  is  one 
example  of  turn-of-the-century  architecture  which  helped  win  a  listing 
in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  for  United  Methodist-related 
Lakeside  community. 

Established  in  1873  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  the  resort  community 
is  the  largest  and  most-intact  camp  meeting/Chautauqua  ground  in  the 
U.S.  still  functioning  according  to  its  original  plan.  On  its  200  acres  are 
about  850  buildings,  the  majority  of  which  are  from  the  Victorian  and 
Edwardian  eras. 

East  Ohio  and  West  Ohio  United  Methodists  will  meet  at  Lakeside  for 
their  annual  conference  sessions. _ _ 


‘Eight  years  is  enough’ 


Leader  turnover  holds  favor 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  No  one  should  serve 
more  than  eight  years  as  a  voting  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  United  Methodist  general  agency. 

These  are  the  convictions  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  as  expressed 

POSITIONS  OPEN 

We  are  looking  for  three  persons  to' 
fill  special  roles  on  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  staff.  We  are 
looking  for  persons  with  a  high  energy 
level,  a  commitment  to  excellence,  an 
active  Christian  commitment,  and  a 
willingness  to  relocate  in  Dallas. 

!  EDITORIAL  STAFF/DESIGN 

We  have  an  opening  for  someone  with 
newspaper  layout/design  experience, 
abilities  in  rewrite,  copy  reading,  and 
photography  (including  darkroom), 
and  basic  reporting  and  writing  skills. 

EDITORIAL  STAFF/EDITORIALS 

We  have  an  opening  for  someone  with 
writing  skill,  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  church,  an  ability  to  reflect  upon 
contemporary  events  and  trends  from  a 
perspective  grounded  in  Christian  the¬ 
ology,  and  an  ability  to  engage  in  cre¬ 
ative  dialogue  with  persons  of  every 
bent.  Journalistic  training  and/or 
editorial  writing  experience  desirable. 

PROMOTION 

We  have  an  opening  for  a  person  with 
proven  promotional  skills,  the  ability  to 
relate  to  United  Methodists  of  every 
bent,  a  thorough  working  knowledge  of 
the  church,  and  an  appreciation  of  how 
a  newspaper  can  enhance  the  church’s 
ministry  -  Advertising,  public  relations, 
or  marketing  experience  desirable. 

The  salary  level  and  benefits  are 
negotiable  for  each  of  these  positions. 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  fits  any 
of  these  profiles,  contact  Dan  Louis,  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222  or  (214)  630- 
6495. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


during  votes  on  proposed  changes  in  the 
UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline”  at  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  recent  meeting  here.  Recommenda¬ 
tions  are  being  readied  for  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

The  council’s  task  force  on  legislation 
had  proposed  raising  from  two  to  three 
the  number  of  consecutive  four-year 
terms  a  person  could  serve  as  a  voting 
member  of  a  general  agency.  The  task 
force  argued  that  a  person  could  develop 
greater  expertise  and  “ownership”  as  an 
elected  director  and  reduce  dependency 
on  staff  persons  by  serving  longer  terms. 

Allow  for  renewal 

But  the  council  rejected  this  proposal, 
contending  in  part,  that  the  shorter  term 
permits  more  persons  to  serve. 

The  legislative  task  force  used  the 
same  “expertise"  rationale  in  its  pro¬ 
posal  to  eliminate  the  12-year  limit  on 
clergypersons  serving  in  an  elected  staff 
position  on  a  general  agency.  The  task 
force  also  argued  that  this  legislation  is 
discriminatory  since  it  applies  only  to 
clergypersons  and  not  to  laypersons. 

One  person  who  favored  retaining  the 
12-year  limit  noted  that  the  denomination 
limits  district  superintendents  to  a  six- 
year  term  and  limits  bishops  to  an  eight- 
year  term  in  a  given  episcopal  area.  The 
12-year  limit  is  needed  at  general  agen¬ 
cies,  argued  the  Rev.  Richard  Thornburg 
of  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  guarantee  “a 
major  renewal  of  major  leadership" 
within  the  agencies  and  to  allow  the  per¬ 
sons  to  “renew  themselves." 

The  Rev.  Judith  Craig  of  East  Akron, 
Ohio,  who  chairs  the  legislative  task 
force,  responded  that  each  agency  should 
be  allowed  to  establish  its  own  rationale 
and  to  decide  when  a  change  is  needed  in 
elected  staff  leadership.  The  task  force’s 


COKESBURY  CARES 
ABOUT  YOUR 
CHURCH'S  GROWTH! 


And  as  a  special  service  to  church  leaders,  Cokesbury  is 
offering  Lyle  E.  Schaller’s  informative  new  book — 

Growing  Plans:  Strategies  to  Increase  Your  Church's 
Membership — at  the  special  low  price  (by  pre-publication 
arrangement)  of  $1.95! 

Normally  56.95,  Growing  Plans  offers  five  workable 
strategies  that  will  prove  invaluable  toward  increasing 
your  church’s  membership  and  attendance.  Citing  a 
number  of  case  histories,  Mr.  Schaller  has  geared  his 
plans  to  work  effectively  for  churches  of  all  sizes  and 
denominations. 

Get  this  book  now — for  a  potentially  healthier  church.  Abingdon. 

C08-098324.  Paper,  $1.95  (No  further  discounts  applicable.) 

Add  sales  tax  where  applicable.  Transportation  extra.  PH02-UMR 


Cokesbury 

(it) 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  1635  Adrian  Road 
Park  Ridge,  IL  60068  P.O.  Box  801  Burlingame,  CA  94010 

Nashville.  TN  37202 


proposal  to  lift  the  12-year  limit  was 
soundly  defeated. 

Consultation  still  unresolved 

The  task  force  told  the  GCOM  that  it  is 
still  working  on  a  new  definition  of  "con¬ 
sultation"  as  currently  found  in 
paragraph  817  of  the  “Book  of 
Discipline."  The  definition  of  that  term 
became  a  crucial  issue  in  the  dispute  be¬ 
tween  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  National  Division  and  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
over  the  division’s  financial  support  of  a 
black  former  mayor  of  a  small  town  in 
Mississippi.  The  task  force  has  found  it 
difficult  to  agree  on  a  precise  meaning  of 
"consultation"  as  it  pertains  to  matters 
of  “funding  and  relations”  among  agen¬ 
cies,  conferences  and  other  bodies  of  the 
church. 

The  GCOM  earlier  had  voted  to  recom¬ 
mend  one  “missional  priority”  for  United 
Methodists  for  1985-88  (see  Reporter, 
May  6).  Then,  to  avoid  what  some  felt 
would  be  confusion,  the  council  voted  to 
recommend  that  the  denomination  have 
no  “special  programs”  in  the  next  quadren- 
nium.  A  special  program  is  a  mechanism 
by  which  a  specific  program  area  —  in 
this  quadrennium,  for  instance,  Africa  — 
is  singled  out  for  special  attention. 

School,  UM 
charged  in 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

FARMINGTON,  N.M.  —  The  alleged 
sexual  abuse  of  a  15-year-old  student  at  a 
Navajo  mission  school  here  has  resulted 
in  a  $600,000  lawsuit  against  the  school  and 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Division. 

The  suit,  filed  last  month  in^U.S. 
District  Court  in  Albuquerque,  charges 
the  Navajo  Missions  Academy  boarding 
school  here  with  negligence  in  an  in¬ 
cident  involving  the  girl  and  five  male 
students  at  the  school.  The  Women’s 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was  named  as  co¬ 
defendant  because  the  school  grounds 
and  facilities  are  owned  by  the  division, 
said  Earl  Mettler.jittorney  for  the  girl. 

The  academy,  formerly  part  of  the 
Navajo  Methodist  Mission,  was  founded 
in  1891  by  forerunners  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  The  mission  still  provides  a 
spiritual  life  program  at  the  academy 
and  is  on  the  same  property  as  the 
school.  However,  the  school  program  and 
staff  members  are  supported  by  the 
Bureau  for  Indian  Affairs,  said  the  Rev. 
Hector  Navas,  director  of  the  Methodist 
Mission.  The  mission  also  provides  an 
outreach  ministry  to  the  Navajo  com¬ 
munity  here  which  is  supported  by  BGM’s 
National  Division. 

The  suit  follows  an  incident  on  January 
25,  when  the  girl,  then  a  student  at  the 
academy,  was  found  nude  and  in¬ 
toxicated  in  one  of  the  school  dor¬ 
mitories,  Farmington  police  told  the 
Reporter.  Five  boys,  ages  14  and  15  were 
arrested  in  connection  with  the  incident. 

The  five  were  tried  in  juvenile  court 
last  month,  and  released  on  probation  af¬ 
ter  to  admitting  to  various  charges  of 
criminal  sexual  conduct,  contributing  to 


The  Church’s  central  coordinating 
council  also  recommended  a  basic- 
church-wide  World  Service  budget  of  $30 
million  for  1985,  the  first  year  in  the  new 
quadrennium.  If  approved,  this  would  be 
nearly  18  percent  over  the  budget  in  1984, 
but  is  well  below  the  38  percent  increase 
requested  by  the  seven  agencies  whose 
programs  are  funded  at  least  in  part  out 
of  World  Service. 

Subsequent  years  in  the  next  quadren¬ 
nium  are  1986,  6  percent;  1987,  8  percent, 
and  1988, 6  percent. 

Budget  set  by  General  Conference 

Partially  to  work  out  agreements  on 
denomination-wide  programs  and  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  next  quadrennium,  the 
finance  and  administration  councils  will 
meet  jointly,  as  required  by  the  “Disci¬ 
pline,”  Nov.  28-Dec.  2  in  Chicago.  The 
finance  and  administration  council 
recommends  a  total  program  budget  to 
the  General  Conference,  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  recommends  how 
that  program  budget  should  be  divided 
among  the  Church’s  general  agencies. 
Actual  totals  and  distributions  are  de¬ 
cided  by  the  General  Conference. 

—  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

agency 

lawsuit 

the  delinquency  of  a  minor  and  illegal 
possession  of  alcohol.  The  five  youths 
were  asked  to  leave  the  school  pending 
further  investigation,  said  Dillon 
Platero,  headmaster  of  the  academy. 

Mr.  Platero  said  that  drinking  and 
alcohol  abuse  among  the  students  is  a 
particular  problem,  but  said  he  and  his 
staff  have  been  working  to  provide  better 
supervision  of  the  school  117  students. 

Officials  in  the  Women’s  Division  say 
the  lawsuit  is  being  reviewed  by  their  at¬ 
torneys.  The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Division,  said, 
“We  really  have  very  little  information 
on  the  suit  at  this  time.  We  expect  more 
soon.  According  to  Mr.  Navas,  the  school 
staff  seemingly  acted  responsibly  in  this 
case.  We  are  very  sorry*  that  it  hap¬ 
pened.” 

Retired  clergy 
start  newsletter 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  MATEO,  Calif.  —  A  quarterly 
newsletter  edited  here  attempts  to  keep 
in  touch  with  retired  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  spouses. 

The  editor  is  the  Rev.  Willard  J.  Rand 
Jr.,  retired  member  of  the  California- 
Nevada  Conference. 

The  newsletter’s  name,  PRISM,  is  an 
acronym  for  "Persons  Retired  in  Service 
and  Ministry."  PRISM  is  a  joint  project 
of  the  Board  of  Pensions  and  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Each  issue  contains  articles  or 
interviews  of  interest  to  retired  clergy 
and  spouses  and  a  news  column  compiled 
by  Tom  McAnally  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


_ MAY  13,  1983 

the  church  today 

Tornado  kills  two  tains  five  classrooms,  tutorial  and  ob- 


destroys  parsonage 

SPRINGFIELD,  Mo.  —  Two  persons 
related  to  local  UM  congregations  died 
and  one  UM  parsonage  was  destroyed  in 
a  tornado  which  did  an  estimated  $15 
million  damage  April  30  in  this  city  of 
120,000. 

Melissa  Daniels,  a  young  woman 
related  to  Grace  UMC,  was  killed  by 
flying  debris  when  she  fled  her  car  to 
seek  other  shelter  in  a  roadside  ditch.. 
The  other  storm-related  fatality  was  Carl 
Spencer,  a  66-year-old  custodian  at  Camp¬ 
bell  Avenue  UMC,  who  suffered  a  fatal 
heart  attack  as  the  storm  approached. 

The  Asbury  UMC  parsonage,  valued  at 
$70,000,  was  destroyed  while  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Gary  Thomas,  and  his  family 
took  shelter  in  a  neighbor’s  basement. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  reportedly  has  committed  an 
initial  $5,000  grant  to  disaster  relief  here. 

UM  editor  captures 
top  editorial  award 

DENVER  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev.  J. 
Richard  Peck,  editor  of  both  Circuit 
Rider  and  Newscope,  was  one  of  six  per¬ 
sons  to  receive  grand  awards  here  re¬ 
cently  in  the  Religious  Public  Relations 
Council’s  national  competition. 

Mr.  Peck  received  the  top  award  in  the 
writing  category  for  an  editorial,  “Open 
Season  on  Bishops."  in  the  June  1982 
issue  of  Circuit  Rider,  a  monthly 
magazine  for  UM  clergy.  The  article  also 
took  an  award  of  excellence  in  the  sub¬ 
category,  “writing-editorial." 

In  addition,  Mr.  Peck  received  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  special  merit  in  newswriting 
for  a  story  in  the  May  28,  1982,  issue  of 
Newscope,  “Wheatley  exonerated  of 
heresy  and  malfeasance  charges.” 

A  World  Service  promotion  film, 
“Giving  Starts  a  Chain  Reaction,"  won 
an  award  of  excellence  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications.  The  Rev.  Elwood 
Fleming,  communications  director  for 
the  Nebraska  Conference,  won  an  award 
of  excellence  for  a  local  TV  series,  and 
Pockets,  a  devotional  magazine 
published  by  The  Upper  Room,  won  an 
award  of  excellence  under  the  sub¬ 
category,  “magazines-national.” 

Two  conferences  participate 
in  immigration  consultation 

McALLEN,  Texas  —  Fifty  persons 
from  the  Southwest  Texas  and  Rio  Gran¬ 
de  annual  conferences  held  their  first 
joint  immigration  consultation  here 
recently  with  co-sponsorship  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Participants  discussed  reasons  for  the 
flood  of  undocumented  persons  into  the 
U.S.,  legal  and  civil  rights  to  which  such 
persons  are  entitled  and  ministries  being 
offered  them. 

Largest-church  pastor 
to  be  conference  preacher 

HOUSTON  -  The  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Allen,  who  will  retire  this  year  as  senior 
minister  of  United  Methodism’s  largest 
congregation,  12,000-member  First  UMC 
of  Houston,  will  be  conference  preacher 
for  the  Texas  Annual  Conference  May  30- 
June2. 

Dr.  Allen  has  been  pastor  of  the 
Houston  church  22  years.  In  1981, 
Religious  Heritage  of  America  named 
him  "Minister  of  the  Year." 

School  facility  added 
to  children’s  home 

URBANA,  Ill.  —  Central  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Women  re¬ 
cently  dedicated  an  on-grounds  school  at 
Cunningham  Children’s  Home  here.  The 
home  is  owned  and  supported  by  the 
UMW. 

The  new  school  is  dedicated  to  Winfred 
and  Alva  Trevett  Gerber,  long-time 
benefactors  of  the  home.  The  school  con¬ 


servation  rooms,  offices,  a  cooperative 
work-training  area,  an  audiovisual  room, 
and  a  life  science  laboratory.  The  school 
is  expected  to  serve  about  95  percent  of 
the  home’s  youth  before  they  attend 
public  schools. 

Pennsylvania  UMs  lead 
work  camp  in  Puerto  Rico 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  -  Eleven 
members  of  UM  churches  in  the 
Lebanon-Reading  district  participated 
recently  in  a  work  camp  in  Puerto  Rico. 

They  paid  their  own  expenses  in 
response  to  a  call  by  Bishop  Herbert 
Skeete,  whose  episcopal  supervision  in¬ 
cludes  both  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  and  the  Puerto  Rico  con¬ 
ference. 

Expenses  averaging  $400  per  person 
were  reduced  by  the  workers’  staying  in 
United  Methodist  members’  homes  in 
Puerto  Rico.  Another  work  project  from 
the  conference  based  here  is  scheduled  in 
Puerto  Rico  for  January  1984. 

Youth  wage  productive 
‘battle  of  the  cans’ 

DENVER  —  Youth  fellowships  from 
eight  Denver-area  UM  churches  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  six-week  “battle  of  the 
cans”  to  restock  pantries  at  Epworth 
UMC  and  the  Inner  City  Parish. 

Nearly  3,500  cans  or  other  containers  of 
food  staples  were  collected.  Youth  from 
churches  declared  “winners”  in  three 
church-size  categories  will  receive 
theater  passes  and  a  pizza  party. 

Officials  at  Epworth  and  the  Inner  City 
Parish  said  demand  for  food  has  almost 
tripled  since  the  first  of  the  year.  This 
was  the  first  “battle  of  the  cans"  for  Den- 
ver-area  UM  youth  since  1974;  another  is 
scheduled  in  1984. 


Braniff  pilots  sentenced 
for  defrauding  IRS 

FORT  WORTH  (EP)  -  Eight  former 
Braniff  International  pilots  were  sen¬ 
tenced  April  22  for  conspiring  to  defraud 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  of  more 
than  $1  million  through  a  church. 

The  pivotal  question  was  whether  the 
men  had  criminal  intent  to  violate  the 
law  when  they  created  local  chapters  of 
the  Basic  Bible  Church. 

The  pilots,  who  lost  their  jobs  last  May 
when  Braniff  declared  bankruptcy, 
joined  the  church  in  the  mid-1970s  and 
paid  up  to  $1,250  to  be  ordained  as  Basic 
Bible  ministers.  They  took  vows  of  pover¬ 
ty  and  established  Religious  Orders  of 
Almighty  God  for  which  they  opened 
bank  accounts.  They  transferred  their 
assets  to  the  orders  and  deposited  their 
paychecks  in  the  orders’  accounts, 
drawing  out  funds  for  living  expenses, 
and  claimed  on  income-tax  returns  that 
they  were  one-man  churches  exempt 
from  taxation.  The  pilots’  defense  was 
that  they  sincerely  believed,  at  least  at 
the  time,  that  their  actions  were  not 
criminal. 

Broadcast  ministries 
conference  explores  future 

ATLANTA  (BP)  -  When  Southern 
Baptists  enter  the  big  leagues  of  telecom¬ 
munications  next  year,  they  will  be 
greeted  by  parallel  opportunity  for  evan¬ 
gelism,  missions  and  education. 

That  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  from 
speakers,  including  leaders  from  four 
SBC  agencies,  at  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  Broadcast  Ministries.  Next 
spring  the  American  Christian 
Television  System  (ACTS)  and  Baptist 
TelNet  (BTN),  Southern  Baptists’  two 
satellite  networks,  will  be  launched. 

Quoting  John  Nesbitt,  author  of 
Megatrends,  one  speaker  said  Southern 
Baptists  are  the  only  major 
denomination  in  a  position  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  new  television  technology. 


CLASS 

FIED 

ECUMENICAL  INSTITUTE  IN  Culture  and 
Creation  Spirituality  offers  summer  program  from 
July  9-16  in  Oakland  or  July  17-24  in  Toronto.  Write 
for  free  brochure  to  1CCS,  Holy  Names  College,  3500 
Mountain  Blvd.,  Oakland,  CA  94619  or  call  (415)  436- 
0111.  Ask  about  our  9-month  program. 

SUMMER  RENTALS,  Incomparable  View,  North 
Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska/Waynes- 
ville.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week, 
$400  month.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynes- 
ville,  NC  28786,  (704  )  627-6067 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor, 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2646 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING:  Experienced  Minister  of 
Education  for  3,800-member  church  in  the  Rocky 
Mtn.  area.  Unique,  creative  person  needed  for  this 
challenging  administrative  position.  Build  an 
exciting  educational  program  for  this  diverse 
congregation.  Contact  Rev.  Darrell  Mount,  420  N 
Nevada  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903,  (303) 
471-8522 

CHURCH  CHUlR  DIRECTOR,  part-lime,  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  Midland,  Texas.  Send 
resume  to  Alan  Delafield,  4501  Thomason,  Midland, 
Texas  79703  (  915  )  694-2544.  Applications  to  Mav  15th. 

MAKE  MONEY.  HELP  BUILD  CHURCHES.  Do 
both  at  the  same  time  through  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund.  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A. 
Langston,  Room  303-L,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y., 
NY  10115 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education: 
Applications  being  accepted.  Responsibilities 
include  supervising  already  active  church  school  and 
youth  program.  Salary  package:  $17,000-$18,500. 
Send  resume  to  United  Methodist  Church,  899 
Yosemite  Parkway.  Merced,  CA  95340. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 

DIRECTOR:  YOUTH  AND  EVANGELISM  -  work 
with  downtown  church.  Need  energetic  person  to 
develop  strong  frogram.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  and  Bachelor's  Degree  desirable  Send 
resume,  and  picture  and  brief  statement  concerning 
your  commitment  to  this  kind  of  ministry  to  Mr. 
Richard  Simmons,  P.O.  Box  1156,  West  Palm  Beach, 

FL  33402 

NEEDED  AT  ONCE  -  Full  lime  Director  ot 

Christian  Education  with  special  emphasis  on  youth 
ministries.  Must  be  qualified  to  work  with  children 
and  adults  as  well.  Salary  negotiable.  Experience 
preferred.  800-member  Northeast  Texas  church. 

UMC,  P.O.  Box  967,  Mt.  Pleasant,  TX75455. 

WANTED:  BOOKS  WRITTEN  by  uncle,  Henry  M 
Battenhouse.  Please  send  name  cf  book  and  price 
wanted  to  Mrs  Beth  Bettenhausen,  900  Bonnie  Lane, 
Peotone.  11,60468. 

ALLIE  VALENTINE  has  evolved  after  50  years  o( 

"hands-on”  classroom  experience  —  “A  Teacher's 

Wortham  Dr.  Nacogdoches,  TX  75961;  (409  )  569-8539. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR/Minister  of 
Youth  Ministries,  1900-member  congregation  with 
multiple  staff  in  university  town.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Allen  Bailey,  P.O.  Drawer  728, 
Starkville,  MS  39759.  (601 )  232-5722. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education.  Full-time 
multiple-staff  setting:  includes  Youth  Ministries  and 
total  program  d  Christian  Education  in  1,250- 
member  church.  Salary  open.  Inquiries  and  resumes 
to  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  97, 
Elizabethtown.  KY  42701 

A  SET  OF  USED  HANDBELLS  is  being  sought  by  St 
Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church,  5005  Love  Rd„  El 
Paso,  TX  79922,  (915)  581-4444.  Call  cr  write 
describing  condition  and  price  | 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE.  41  robes  with  stoles. 
Robes  are  green,  stoles  are  gold  and  white.  Sizes  for 
adults  and  children.  Excellent  condition.  Telephone 
(2151  626-2652 

OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACKAGE!  Stay  at 
KELLER’S  COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT,  Rt.  1, 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.,  and  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  (Apr,  2  thru  Oct.)  for  only  $18  each,  including 
tickets,  lodging  &  meals!  Call  501/253-8418.  j 

CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  Conference  will  employ  a 
new  Conference  Treasurer  beginning  November  1, 
1983.  United  Methodist  clergy  or  lay  persons 
possessing  fiscal  managanent  and  computer  skills, 
along  with  knowledge  of  the  UM  pension  system  are 
invited  to  apply.  Contact  Vernon  L.  Lee,  Conference 
Executive,  at  3049  E.  Genesee  Street.  Syracuse.  NY 
13224  by  June  1. 1983  for  complete  job  description. 

NEEDED:  USED  BASEBALL  uniforms  in  El  Paso. 

Grace  UMC.  400  N.  Carolina  Dr.,  El  Paso.  TX  79915. 
(915  )  772-7481  J 

WANTED:  SUMMER  YOUTH  WORKER.  Please 

send  resume  and  references  and  photo  to  Jim 
Joyner,  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Cocoa 
Beaclx  FL  32931,  Box  987  Job  description  available 
Salarv  negotiable  Other  benefits 

OPEN:  POSITION  OF  MILWAUKEE  DISTRICT 
Director  of  Urban  Strategy:  the  Primary  Task  is  to 
develop  an  Urban  Strategy  for  the  Milwaukee 
District  Council  on  Ministries  and  develop  a  district¬ 
wide  project.  For  further  information,  salary,  job 
description  and  application  form  write  to  Milwaukee 
District  Office  of  the  UMC,  2001  West  Capitol  Drive, 
Milwaukee,  WI  53206  or  telephone  (414  )  444-1130. 
Application  deadline  June  15, 1983. 

CHAPLAIN :  RETIREMENT  CENTER  consisting  of 

220  residential  units  and  120  nursing  beds  has 
position  available  for  a  Chaplain.  Strong  local  church 
experience;  C.  P.  E. ;  and  experience  with  the 
elderly  is  required.  Send  resume  to  Jam®  E. 
Tallman,  Evangelical  Manor,  8401  Roosevelt  Blvd., 
Phila.PA  19152 
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commemoration 
Service  Set  for 
Conference  1983 


Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie 

The  service  of  Commemoration  and 
Holy  Communion,  held  for  the  ministers 
and  spouses  of  ministers  who  have  died 
during  the  year,  will  be  held  Monday 
afternoon,  June  6,  during  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District  Superintendent,  will  deliver  the 
memorial  message. 

Seven  ministers  and  ten  spouses  will  be 
remembered  at  the  service  this  year. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Peytons  Honored 


Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  Ruston,  bid  aloha  to  its  District 
Superintendent  the  Rev.  Robert  Peyton  and  his  wife  ’Liziebeth  Peyton  on 
Friday,  May  6.  The  church  hosted  a  lovely  catered  dinner  which  was  followed 
by  music  on  guitar  by  Kurt  O’Heim  and  Mark  Benge,  both  who  wore  “Aloha 
Bob  &  ’Liziebeth"  t-shirts.  Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  are  James  Poole, 
master  of  ceremonies,  who  presented  the  Rev.  Peyton  with  the  guitar,  and  Mrs. 
Peyton,  who  was  presented  with  a  check  for  $1,000.  On  the  far  right-is  Debbie 
Bearden,  president  of  Parsonettes. 

Contata  to  be  Presented  in  Lake  Charles 

On  Sunday,  May  22,  at  4  p.m.,  the  combined  adult  choirs  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Lake  Charles,  will  present  Mendelssohn’s  Cantata.  “Hymn  of 
Praise,”  opus  52,  in  the  sanctuary.  This  work  was  originally  part  of  a  symphony 
with  the  choir.  Soloists  are  Elva  and  Paul  Grover,  Marge  Womack  and  Van 
Schmutz.  The  pianist  is  Abbie  Fletcher.  The  famous  duet,  "I  waited  for  the 
Lord,”  is  a  part  of  the  cantata.  The  work  will  be  directed  from  the  organ  by  Dr. 
Michael  Rudd,  music  director  of  the  church. 


Fellowship  Hall  Completed  at  Love  Chapel 

Pictured  above  are  four  of  the  participants  in  the  April  10  Service  of 
Consecration  for  the  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  fellowship  hall. 
From  left  to  right  they  are  John  Lindsey,  member  and  contractor,  Doug  Cain, 
pastor,  Ronnie  Poole,  civil  engineer  who  drew  up  the  plans,  and  Dr.  W.  Odell 
Simmons,  District  Superintendent  who  officiated  at  the  service. 

Family  Day  Observed  at  New  Roads 

The  First  Church  of  New  Roads  had  their  quarterly  Family  Day  on  May  1. 
The  event  included  a  film  on  the  Bicentennial  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  first  Family  Day  at  New  Roads  was  held  in  February  with  a  play  on 
“Susanna  Wesley,  the  Mother  of  Methodism.”  Susanna  Wesley  was  played  by 
Mrs.  Nawa  Rye.  She  was  interviewed  in  the  play  by  a  newspaper  reporter 
played  by  Mrs.  Ted  David. 

'Die  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate  is  pastor  of  the  church. 

Variety  Show  at  Haynesville 

A  variety  show  to  raise  funds  for  Wesley  Foundation  Building  Program  at  La. 
Tech  held  April  23  at  Haynesville  United  Methodist  Church  was  highly 
successful.  Mrs.  Nelda  Frey  directed  a  great  show  filled  with  singing,  comedy 
and  inspiration.  More  than  $750  was  raised  from  the  program  that  involved 
many  people  in  the  church  and  community.  The  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.  is 
pastor  of  the  church. 


Proposed  Apportionment  for 
Church  Extension  and  Revitalization 


The  ministers  include:  William  Taft 
Bowie,  Robert  Matthews  Harris,  Isaiah 
Lewis  McCoy,  William  T.  Handy,  Sr., 
James  B.  Grambling,  James  F.  Garrett 
and  Max  R.  Butler.  The  minister’s 
spouses  to  be  honored  are  Gladys  Taylor, 
Mabel  L.  Williams,  Ruth  Hotalen,  Lena 
Landry,  Bertha  Moreland,  Lois  Carroll, 
Faye  Ginn,  Bonnie  Trauspers,  Ethel 
Thomas  and  Marion  Walker. 

Dr.  Boddie,  who  retires  this  year,  is  a 
graduate  of  Centenary  College  and  Duke 
Divinity  School.  He  received  the  Doctor 
of  Divinity  degree  from  Centenary 
College.  His  appointments  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  include:  Felicity, 
New  Orleans,  Lisbon,  Arizona  and 
Harmony  Chapel,  Springhill,  David  Haas 
Memorial  in  Bunkie,  Rayville,  First 
Church,  Crowley,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent,  First  Church,  Monroe 
and  New  Orleans-Slidell  District 
Superintendent. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  be  the 
celebrant  for  Holy  Communion.  The 
Chancel  Choir  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  will  provide  the 
music  for  the  service. 


By  THE  REV.  J.  PHILLIP  WOODLAND 

(Note:  Second  article  in  two  part 
series) 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Council  on  Ministries, 
the  Cabinet  and  with  the  permission  of 
the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  will  propose  to  this 
session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  a  two  and  one  half  million 
dollar  funding  program  for  church 
extension  and  revitalizatioa  Eighty 
percent  of  the  proposed  apportionment 
would  be  used  in  the  Century  III  program 
of  acquiring  land  for  new  congregations. 
Twenty  percent  is  designated  for 
programs  of  revitalization,  enabling 
churches  in  changing  situations  to 
develop  vital  and  intense  ministries  of 
nurture  and  outreach. 

The  2‘/2  million  dollar  fund  is  to  be 
apportioned  to  the  churches  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  five 
years  if  approved  by  the  Annual 
Conference  beginning  with  1984.  The 
apportionment,  as  with  other  Conference 
askings,  will  be  based  on  the  decimal, 
derived  from  pastors’  salaries,  total 
local  church  expenditures  (excluding 
building)  and  church  membership. 
Delegates  to  Annual  Conference  can 
easily  determine  his/her  church’s  share 
of  this  proposed  apportionment  by 
finding  its  1983  apportionment  for 
Centenary  College  and  increasing  that 
amount  by  25%. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
considering  a  proposal  for  the  1984 
General  Conference  of  a  special  Bi-Cen¬ 
tennial  Quadrennial  Fund  for  “Church 
Extension  and  Revitalization.”  If  the 
General  Conference  should  adopt  such  a 
funding  program,  paralleled  in  purpose 
to  this  proposal,  our  Conference’s  share 
of  the  general  Church’s  asking  would 
come  from  the  apportionment  proposed 
by  our  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  General  Church  asking 
would  not  be  placed  on  the  churches  in 
addition  to  this  asking.  Our  Conference 


share  of  the  General  Church  asking 
would  be  paid  out  of  this  apportionment. 

As  the  United  Methodist  Church  begins 
its  third  century  of  witness  and  service, 
we  follow  in  a  tradition  of  going  where 
the  people  are.  Across  Louisiana  there 
are  areas  of  rapid  population  growth, 
indicating  a  need  for  new  congregations. 
In  urban  areas,  small  towns,  and  rural 
areas,  there  are  congregations  captured 
by  a  vision  of  what  they  could  do,  and 
could  become  through  ministries  of 
evangelism  and  social  service  The 
apportionment  proposed  for  church 
extension  and  revitalization  will  help  us 
move  forward  into  Methodism’s  Third 
Century,  faithful  in  our  witness  to  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord. 

The  concerns  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  includes  not  only  the 
opportunities  for  establishing  new 
congregations  but  a  concern  for 
strengthening  established  congre¬ 
gations.  Across  the  years,  as  neighbor¬ 
hoods  have  changed,  some  congregations 
have  suffered  the  loss  of  members, 
leadership  and  financial  resources.  Yet 
the  needs  of  the  community  in  which  the 
church  is  located  have  continued  and 
increased.  Often  with  some  modest 
outside  financial  help  from  the  general 
Church,  a  congregation  can  develop  vital 
ministries,  in  service  to  the  surrounding 
community  and  in  the  training  and 
nurture  of  its  present  members.  A  major 
requisite  of  churches  seeking 
revitalization  funds  would  be  an  indepth 
study  of  the  congregation  and  the 
community  to  which  it  would  minister.  It 
is  the  purpose  of  the  revitalization  effort 
to  lend  help  to  churches  which  can 
demonstrate  the  possibility  of  intense 
ministries  of  evangelism  and  social 
justice.  Churches  in  varied  settings, 
urban,  small  town,  or  rural,  could  be 
considered  for  help  from  this  fund,  if 
their  study  indicates  they  have  a  viable 
ministry  now  and  in  the  future. 

Twenty  percent  of  the  proposed  five 
year  apportionment  of  $500,000  per  year 
is  designated  for  “revitalization.” 


Bishop  Talbert  To 
Preach  at  Conference 


Lovely  Lane  Needs  More  Help 


An  architectural  scholar  dubbed 
Lovely  Lane  Church  "a  Baltimore 
landmark  and  a  national  treasure.”  The 
city’s  Commission  on  Historical  and 
Architectural  Preservation  called  the 
effort  to  restore  the  historic  church  “the 
most  significant  restoration  ever 
undertaken  in  Baltimore.” 

Many  city  residents  as  well  as  out-of- 
town  visitors,  with  no  ties  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  have  contributed  to 
the  fund-raising  campaign  to  save  this 
important  structure. 

Many  of  those  personally  familiar  with 
Lovely  Lane  want  it  to  remain  what  it  is, 
and  where  it  is,  as  a  permanent 
reference  point  in  an  urban  life  that  has 
already  seen  much  change.  Last  year, 
the  church  was  used  by  nearly  27,000 
persons  in  addition  to  the  congregation. 

But  Lovely  Lane  has  an  even  deeper 
meaning  to  a  “community”  of  faith  — 
almost  10  million  people  who  live  all  over 
the  United  States  and  abroad.  Or  it 
should  have.  It  is  called  the  Methodist 
“Mother  Church”  because  the  1784 
Christmas  Conference,  elected  Lovely 
Lane’s  first  pastor,  Francis  Asbury. 
Superintendent  or  Bishop.  This  started 
the  first  independent  Methodist 
denomination  anywhere  in  the  world. 

The  present  Lovely  Lane  Church  was 
built  in  1884  as  the  Centennial  Monument 


to  mark  that  historic  event  not  only  in  the 
life  of  this  congregation,  but  in  the  life  of 
the  entire  Church.  Even  though  the  roof 
tiles  have  been  falling  down  and  the  old 
wooden  heating  ducts  have  been 
collapsing,  Lovely  Lane  continues  to 
carry  on  a  more  active  inner-city 
ministry  than  ever. 

The  Bicentennial  General  Conference 
will  bring  thousands  of  Church  leaders  to 
Baltimore  in  mid-1984,  and  the 
Bicentennial  Christmas  Conference  will 
be  observed  by  Lovely  Lane  on 
December  24,  1984.  National  attention 
will  be  focused  on  the  UMC  —  and  on  the 
Mother  Church,  whatever  its  condition. 

Thousands  have  contributed  to  the 
restoration.  The  Lovely  Lane 
congregation  has  raised  over  $350,000 
itself,  but  the  hard  facts  are  there  is  still 
a  need  for  over  a  million  dollars. 

The  pastor,  Emora  T.  Branna,  writes 
to  remind  all  UM’s  that  the  General 
Conference  authorized  a  church-wide 
campaign  and  encouraged  conferences, 
local  churches  and  interested  groups  and 
individuals  to  contribute  to  the 
restoration. 

You  may  send  contributions  through 
the  conference  treasurer,  Charles 
Chakour,  77  W.  Washington,  Suite  1806, 
Chicago,  60602,  made  payable  to  NIC- 
Lovely  Lane  Restoration. 


Board  of  the  Laity’s  Volunteerism  Project 


Conference  wide  laity  involvement  in 
meaningful  ministries  has  been  one  of 
the  concerns  of  Richard  Baker, 
Conference  Lay  Leader.  In  a  conference 
wide  volunteerism  effort,  the  Board  of 
the  Laity  has  formed  the  Christian  Care 
Committee.  A  task  force,  made  up  of 
laity  from  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
district  and  staff  from  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Resources,  has  developed  a  volunteer 
program  for  laity.  A  pilot  program  is 
successfully  underway  in  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  district  where  about 
forty  Methodist  lay  persons  have  been 
placed  in  four  child  care  agencies 
serving  in  volunteer  roles.  Baker  reports 
.  that  laity’s  response  to  this  call  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  others  has  been 
gratifying. 

As  a  result  of  the  effort,  Istrouma  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  will  become  the 
center  of  volunteer  activities,  with 
administrative  offices  located  at  the 
church.  Plans  are  to  bring  children  from 
child  care  institutions  to  the  church 


Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  will  preach 
at  all  evening  services  conducted  at 
Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport,  June 
6-8. 

Bom  in  Clinton,  Louisiana,  on  June  14, 
1934,  as  one  of  seven  children  of  a 
sharecropper,  Melvin  G.  Talbert  became 
the  youngest  United  Methodist  bishop 
serving  in  the  U.S.  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  episcopacy  by  the  1980  Western 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

After  attending  public  schools  and 
being  trained  as  a  carpenter’s  helper, 
Bishop  Talbert  went  to  Southern 
University  and  then  to  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  where  he  was 
president  of  the  student  body  in  his 
middler  year,  as  well  as  serving  a 
student  appointment  in  Tennessee.  He 
was  ordained  deacon  in  1960  by  Bishop 
Willis  J.  King  and  elder  in  1963  by  Bishop 
Gerald  H.  Kennedy.  After  serving  as  an 
associate  at  Wesley  Church  in  Los 
Angeles  for  two  years,  pastor  of 
Hamilton  Church  in  the  same  city  for 
three  years,  he  was  named  Council 
Director  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  in  1967.  After  one 
year  he  became  District  Superintendent 
of  the  Long  Beach  District.  In  1973  he  was 
elected  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  where  he  was 
serving  at  the  time  he  was  elected 
bishop,  July,  1980.  He  is  assigned  to  the 
Seattle  Area. 

Bishop  Talbert’s  episcopal  leadership 
includes  membership  on  the  World 
Methodist  Council  Evangelism 
Committee,  “Mission  to  the  80’s,"  a 
member  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  Governing  Board.  Other 
responsibilities  of  Bishop  Talbert  include 
serving  as  Trustee  of  the  following 
institutions:  Gammon  Theological 

Retirees  to  be 
Honored  at  Banquet 

Of  all  the  banquets,  dinners  and 
luncheons  held  at  Annual  Conference, 
one  of  the  most  special  is  the  banquet  for 
retiring  members.  This  year's  banquet 
will  be  held  at  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport  on  Tuesday, 
June7at  12:30  p.m. 


Bishop  Talbert 

Seminary,  Atlanta,  Georgia;  University 
of  Puget  Sound,  Tacoma,  Washington; 
and  the  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Claremont,  California. 

Bishop  Talbert  is  married  to  Ethelou 
Douglas,  who  received  her  B.A.  in  Voice 
from  Dillard  University.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Evangeline  Violet,  known  as 
Vangie. 

Bishop  Talbert’s  sermon  titles  for 
Annual  Conference: 

Tuesday  —  “Chosen,  Upheld,  Sent” 

Text:  Isaiah 42 :l-4 

Wednesday  —  “Living  The  Present  Out 
of  the  Future” 

Text:  John  1:27 
Philippians3:13 


Notice 


NOTICE  :  Due  to  ceiling  problems 
in  the  Physical  Education  Center 
(Gold  Dome),  the  business  sessions 
of  the  Annual  Conference  will  be 
moved  to  the  Sanctuary  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport.  Registration, 
Board  Meetings  and  the  like  will 
continue  to  be  held  on  Monday 
mornings  at  Centenary  in  the 
assigned  locations.  After  Monday 
morning,  any  Board  needing  to  meet 
for  further  business  will  be  assigned 
a  room  at  First  Church. 


International  Lesson  Series 


where  volunteers  will  teach  them  skills 
they  cannot  learn  in  school,  the  sort  of 
things  other  children  get  from  families 
but  which  these  children  have  been 
denied,  'with  Christian  people  providing 
the  role  models. 

Baker  will  present  the  plan  at  annual 
conference  on  June  8,  after  which  he 
hopes  the  program  will  go  conference 
wide. 


( Lesson  for  May  22, 1983 ) 

Acts  22: 30-23: 11 

Why  do  bad  things  happen  to  good 
people’’ 

This  question  has  been  asked  for 
countless  generations.  Books  have  been 
written  about  it.  But,  in  today’s  lesson, 
we  find  a  little  different  slant  to  the 
eternal  query  for  in  Paul’s  period  of  trial 
in  Jerusalem  (and  afterwards)  we  find  a 
true  Christian’s  response  to  trouble. 

Paul  has  incurred  the  wrath  of  the 
authorities.  The  Jews  are  accusing  him 
of  all  sorts  of  things  but,  essentially,  their 
accusations  are  that  he  is  a  traitor  to 
Judaism.  The  Pharisees  and  Sadducees 
unite  their  strength  to  push  the 
persecution  of  Paul  but  they  have  no 
legal  authority  to  prosecute.  They  see 
that  the  Romans  arrest  him  but  the 
Romans,  seeing  that  the  complaint  was 
not  a  Civil  one,  call  a  council  of  Jewish 
authorities  and  place  Paul  in  their  midst. 
When  a  full  scale  riot  begins,  the  Romans 
have  to  take  Paul  back  into  protective 
custody.  After  all,  Paul  says  he  is  a 
Roman  citizen.  The  hearing  before  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadducees  is  of  great 
interest  due  to  the  fact  that  Paul  calk 
himself  a  "Pharisee,  a  son  of  the 
Pharisees,”  thereby  causing  a  rift  in  the 
opposition.  Paul  knows  how  to  play  on  the 
emotions  of  people.  The  Romans  rescue 
him  from  danger. 

This  is  just  one  example  of  the  trouble 
Paul  endured  during  his  Christian 
ministry.  And  it  helps  us  understand  how 
Paul  responded  to  tragedy,  suffering  and 
persecution. 

We’re  grateful  for  Paul’s  writings  for 
they  explain  his  inner  emotions,  his 
thoughts,  his  reasoning.  In  Philippians  3, 
we  read  where  he  said,  “For  his  (Christ 
Jesus’ )  sake  I  have  suffered  the  loss  of 
all  things,  and  count  them  as  refuse,  in 
order  that  I  may  gain  Christ  and  be  found 
in  him.”  And,  in  that  beautiful  passage 
from  Romans  8,  we  read.  “Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?  Shall 


tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecution,  or 
famine,  or  word?  .  .  .  No,  in  all  these 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  who  loved  us.”  Paul  is  not 
saying  that  he  seeks  out  trouble  but  he  is 
saying  that,  when  trouble  comes,  he  can 
find  good  in  it  through  his  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus.  He  is  not  saying  that  God  wills  us 
to  be  hurt  and  abused,  to  suffer,  but  he  is 
saying  that  God  can  and  will  bring  good 
out  of  suffering  if  we  are  open  to  him  and 
will  receive  His  Presence. 

Most  of  us  have  known  persons  who 
have  greatly  influenced  us  through  their 
witness  to  Christ.  One  of  the  couples  who 
witnessed  to  me  (and  countless  others)  in 
and  through  their  suffering  was  a  man 
and  wife  who  were  both  paralyzed  fairly 
early  in  life.  He  was  paralyzed  only  in  his 
legs;  he  couldn’t  walk  without  help  and 
often  used  a  chair  for  a  walker,  putting 
door  springs  on  the  rear  of  his  pant  legs 
to  help  him  raise  his  feet.  She  was 
completely  bed-ridden,  never  leaving  the 
house  or,  for  most  of  her  later  life,  her 
bedroom.  They  lived  on  a  very  small 
pension  and  by  the  help  friends  offered. 
They  hurt  and  they  lived  alone.  Yet  no 
one  ever  heard  a  word  of  complaint  or 
pessimism  from  their  lips.  They  lived  in 
joy,  in  peace  of  mind  and  with  a  sense  of 
fulfillment  because  they  lived  lives  of 
faith.  They  knew  that  the  Lord  cared  for 
them,  loved  them  and  would  see  them 
through  the  worst  of  times.  They  simply 
lived  a  day  at  a  time  but  each  day,  each 
moment  with  the  Lord. 

The  purpose  of  the  lesson  for  today  is  to 
explore  the  relationship  between 
suffering  and  faith.  Suffering  without 
faith  is  terrible,  unbearable.  But 
suffering  in  faith  “gains  Christ"  and 
testifies  to  the  greatness  of  God’s  love. 

Why  do  bad  things  happen  to  good 
people?  The  question  is  a  moot  one  when 
we  consider  that  all  of  life  is  God’s  and, 
when  lived  according  to  God’s  will,  life  is 
always  beautiful  and  fulfilling. 
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In  Memoriam 

Dr.  Max  R.  Butler  died  April  29, 
1983.  The  funeral  service  was  held  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Dr.  Butler  was  a 
retired  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  worthy  ‘pastoral  letter’  for  all  Christians 


We  note  with  gratitude  the  unusual 
amount  of  public  interest  in  the  pastoral 
letter  —  “The Challenge  of  Peace:  God’s 
Promise  and  Our  Response”  —  which 
was  approved  recently  by  our  nation's 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  <see  article 
elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

Much  of  this  public  interest  admittedly 
has  resulted  from  vigorous  efforts  by 
U.S.  governmental  leaders  to  persuade 
the  bishops  to  "soften’'  some  of  their 
conclusions.  For  Christians,  however, 
the  document’s  significance  goes  much 
deeper  than  the  political  or  military 
views  of  governmental  leaders  —  in  this 
country  or  elsewhere. 

According  to  Cardinal  Joseph 
Bernardin,  archbishop  of  Chicago  and 
chairman  of  the  committee  drafting  the 
pastoral  letter:  "The  meaning  of  this 
moment  is  not  about  weapons  systems, 
megatonnage,  or  complicated  treaties. 

( It)  resides  in  the  vivid  awareness  people 
have  of  the  danger  of  our  times  and  the 
public  determination  that  governments 
be  challenged  to  take  decisive  steps 
against  the  nuclear  threat." 

Cardinal  Bernardin  said  "the  basic 
thrust  of  the  document  is  to  set  the  voice 
of  the  bishops  of  the  United  States 
against  the  technological  dynamic  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race."  It  is  also  a  call,  he 
said,  for  political  leaders  to  move 
"toward  a  world  order  in  which  war  will 
be  consigned  to  history  as  a  method  of 
settling  disputes." 

In  specific  terms,  the  pastoral  letter 
deplores  any  “first  use”  of  nuclear 
weapons,  and  registers  “profound  moral 
skepticism”  regarding  the  use  of  nuclear 
weapons  under  any  circumstance.  The 
bishops  do  not  call  for  unilateral 
disarmament,  but  neither  do  they  accept 
the  premise  that  massive  new  expendi¬ 
tures  for  weapons  will  reduce  the  proba¬ 


bility  of  war.  They  also  raise  serious 
questions  about  the  principle  of  nuclear 
deterrence  on  which  so  much  of  our  na¬ 
tion's  military  policy  has  been  based  for 
more  than  three  decades  under  both  Repub¬ 
lican  and  Democratic  administrations. 

The  44,000  word,  150-page  "letter"  was 
designed  primarily  for  use  as  a 
"teaching  resource"  by  American 
Catholics  in  their  consideration  of  war 
and  peace  issues  in  a  nuclear  age. 
However,  its  teaching  value  is  scarcely 
limited  to  Christians  of  any  one  denomina¬ 
tional  tradition.  The  issues  it  addresses  — 
the  arms  race  and  its  attendant  threat  of 
nuclear  war  —  are  relevant  to  every 
human  being  on  planet  Earth. 

The  reflective  care  with  which  the 
Catholic  bishops  did  their  work  on  this 
document  over  a  two-year  period  — 
including  their  determination  neither  to 
offer  simplistic  prescriptions  for  highly 
complex  problems,  nor  to  be  apologists 
for  their  own  nation’s  nuclear  arms 
policy  —  offers  a  prime  example  of  how 
Christian  teaching  can,  and  should  be 
brought  to  bear  on  contemporary  issues. 

That  the  bishops  refused  in  the  end  to 
compromise  their  theological  and  moral 
convictions  in  the  face  of  intense  political 
pressures  bears  testimony  to  the  docu¬ 
ment's  basic  integrity  and  to  the  courage 
of  its  framers.  Even  if  one  disagrees  with 
many  of  the  bishops’  assumptions  and 
conclusions,  there  is  much  to  be  learned 
from  following  the  reflective  process 
which  produced  their  conclusions. 

We  are  grateful  that  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Council  of  Bishops  saw  fit  to  com¬ 
mend  their  Catholic  counterparts’  pas¬ 
toral  letter  for  study  “in  all  of  our  church¬ 
es,”  and  to  indicate  “our  eagerness  to 
share  in  ecumenical  study  and  witness 
with  Catholic  bishops  and  congregations.” 

We  fully  concur.  “The  Challenge  of 


UM  bishops’  handling  of  charges 
against  NCC,  WCC  inspires  trust 


While  America’s  Catholic  bishops  were 
putting  the  final  touches  on  their  pastoral 
letter  in  Chicago  (see  preceding  edi¬ 
torial),  United  Methodism’s  bishops 
were  meeting  in  Little  Rock,  and 
struggling  with  how  best  to  deal  with 
questions  and  charges  which  were  raised 
earlier  this  year  about  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  (see  UMR, 
May  13). 

From  the  meeting’s  outset,  the  bishops 
reflected  a  recognition  that  their 
handling  of  this  issue  likely  would  affect 
the  present  and  future  health  of  the 
church.  It  was  also  clear  that  they  were 
divided  about  what  to  do 

As  the  issue  mo\  ed  from  step  to  st£p>in 
the  Council  of  Bishops’  process,  two 
primary  positions  became  apparent.  One 
would  refer  the  various  allegations 
against  the  NCC,  the  WCC  and  agencies 
of  our  own  denomination  to  one  of  the 
bishops’  four  standing  committees  for 
further  study,  future  recommendations 
and  monitoring  on  an  ongoing  basis.  The 
other  position  would  have  a  special 
committee  created  to  carry  out  most  of 
these  functions. 

Since  there  was  basic  agreement 
among  the  bishops  that  some  serious 
problems  have  been  identified  and  need 
to  be  remedied  in  United  Methodism’s 
ecumenical  linkages,  the  difference 
between  the  "standing"  and  "special" 
options  was  largely  symbolic.  Supporters 
of  the  "standing"  committee  option  were 
reluctant  to  give  extraordinary  at¬ 
tention  to  a  concern  that  seemed  al¬ 
ready  moving  toward  resolution.  They 
contended  that  a  “special"  committee 
could  serve  unnecessarily  to  stir  up 
additional  questions  and  thereby  divert 
the  church's  attention  from  its  primary 
mission  and  ministry. 
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Supporters  of  the  “special  committee” 
alternative  insisted  that  persons  across 
the  church  were  expecting  the  bishops  to 
exert  credible  leadership  regarding  this 
issue.  They  contended  that  the  “standing 
committee"  route  would  at  best  suggest 
a  "business-as-usual"  attitude  on  the 
part  of  bishops,  and  at  worst  be  seen  as 
an  effort  to  sidestep  concerns  raised  by 
many  United  Methodists. 

The  outcome  was  as  fine  an  example  of 
our  church's  bishops'  functioning  as  a 
council  as  we  have  witnessed  since  the 
United  Methodist  Church  came  into 
being  in  1968.  Every  bishop  had  an 
opportunity  to  provide  input.  In  the  end, 
differences  of  opinion  bqsed  on  different 
perceptions  of  need  still  existed. 
However,  the  vigorous  deliberative  pro¬ 
cess  produced  something  approaching  a 
consensus  that:  (l)  United  Methodism’s 
general  commitments  to  ecumenical 
involvement  should  be  reaffirmed;  (2)  a 
special  committee  of  bishops  should  be 
created  to  conduct  a  "thorough  review" 
of  recent  allegations  made  against  the 
NCC,  the  WCC,  and  related  United 
Methodist  agencies,  along  with  other 
issues  raised  by  these  allegations;  and 
(3)  the  committee  should  present  a 
progress  report  of  its  findings  and 
recommendations  when  the  Council  of 
Bishops  next  meets  this  fall. 

We  consider  our  bishops'  collective 
action  in  this  matter  a  prime  example  of 
responsible  and  responsive  leadership. 
At  no  time  did  they  evidence  a 
willingness  either  to  be  stampeded  by 
wild  accusations  or  to  back  away  from 
confronting  an  unpleasant  problem.  The 
deliberative  process  followed  by  the 
bishops  was  such  as  to  inspire  trust  in  its 
practical  outcome.  That  is  true  of  the 
decision  to  form  a  "special  committee,” 
and  likewise  would  be  true  if  the  "stand¬ 
ing  committee"  option  had  prevailed. 

If  this  "special  committee"  carries  out 
its  responsibilities  with  the  same  kind  of 
-integrity  that  was  reflected  in  the 
deliberations  leading  to  its  creation  — 
and  we  believe  this  is  a  realistic 
expectation  —  then  there  is  reason  for 
United  Methodists  to  feel  very 
encouraged  by  the  quality  of  leadership 
being  given  by  those  currently  entrusted 
with  “oversight  of  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  affairs"  of  our  church. 


Peace:  God’s  Promise  and  our 
Response"  is  a  document  worthy  of 
serious  study  by  Christians  of  every 
tradition.  We  encourage  individuals  and 
church  groups  to  secure  and  study  this 
pastoral  letter.  (Single  copies  are 
available  for  $3.50  from  Origins,  National 
Catholic  News  Service,  1312  Massachu- 
sette  Ave.  NW,  Washington  DC  20005.  The 
rate  drops  to  $2.75  each  for  2  to  4  copies 
and  as  low  as  85*  each  for  76  or  more 
copies.) 

Following  prayerful  study  and  reflec¬ 
tion,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  exercise 
our  rights  as  citizens  by  expressing  our 
views  to  our  elected  officials  —  whether 
we  agree  or  disagree  with  the  conclusions 
of  the  Catholic  bishops. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


—  "...IF  WE  N/eVER^ET 
CARRIED  AWWiOY  WHAfWt 

beuev^.we  aw  ^ed^be/ 


-VWJVCK^J 


MAY  20.  1983 


Here  I  Stand 

God  is  source  of  our  hope 
for  moving  beyond  racism 


By  GILBERT  H.  CALDWELL 

The  recent  political  campaign  in 
Chicago  has  wiped  off  the  mirror  of  our 
racial  attitudes  so  that  again  we  can  see 
ourselves  with  clarity.  I  list  a  few  of  the 
images  that  Chicago  has  revealed  for  us: 

(1)  Black  frustrations  and  white  fears 
can  so  easily  polarize,  yet  they  are  in 
many  ways  integral  parts  of  the  same 
fabric.  Instead  of  allowing  these 
attitudes  further  to  divide  us  and 
ultimately  destroy  us,  we  can  deal  with 
them  intentionally  and  sensitively,  as  the 
basis  for  new  dialogue  between  and 
among  blacks  and  whites. 

(2)  It  is  difficult  for  some  white 


Building  a  ‘Methodist  Hall 
of  Fame’  frivolous  and  worldly 


To  the  Editor: 

We  were  horrified  to  read  of  the 
proposed  “Fort  Knox  of  Methodism"  in 
the  April  22  Reporter,  being  constructed 
at  Drew  University  at  a  cost  of  $2,750,000. 
While  we  realize  that  the  project  has 
been  approved  and  is  well  under  way,  we 
would  like  to  register  our  disapproval  at 
this  time. 

John  Wesley,  Francis  Asbury  and  our 
other  church  pioneers  would  be 
distressed  at  the  expenditure  of  so  much 
money  for  such  an  undertaking  when  the 
funds  could  be  put  to  many  more 
practical  and  spiritual  uses.  For 
instance,  how  about  grants  to  rural 
churches  who  must  modify  their 
structures  to  accommodate  the 
disabled?  Or  how  about  increased  funds 
to  fight  the  drug  problem? 

We  are  losing  sight  of  our  Christian 
beliefs  if  we  waste  money  on  the  past. 
Keep  the  "treasures"  where  they  now 
are  —  use  $2,750,000  for  better  things.  Or, 
if  the  articles  must  be  moved,  surely  a 
less  expensive  repository  can  be  found, 
closer  to  the  center  of  our  country. 

In  the  same  April  22  issue,  Bishop 
Clark  of  South  Carolina  says:  “I  wonder 
if  it  does  not  represent  the  materialism  of 
our  culture  more  than  it  should.”  He  was 
referring  to  raising  money  for  pastors’ 
pensions,  but  his  plea  that  “the  church 
should  not  relinquish  visions  of  mission 
and  ministry”  is  just  as  applicable  to  this 
frivolous,  worldly  project  of  starting  a 
"Methodist  Hall  of  Fame.” 

Charles  and  Marjorie  Ostrum 
Nunda,  New  York 

Deletion  of  church  law 
would  lower  our  standards 

To  the  Editor: 


some  be  offended  or  feel  condemned. 
Meanwhile,  our  church  freely  takes  a 
stand  on  every  political  and  social  issue 
that  surfaces.  We  loudly  condemn 
multinational  corporations,  the  Moral 
Majority,  the  Republican  Party  (I  am  a 
Democrat),  rich  tourists  in  poor 
countries,  and  the  United  States  past  and 
present.  This  is  loving  the  world? 

The  Bible  which  Mr.  Magaw 
recommends  we  “reverence  and  read" 
must  also  be  believed  if  it  is  to  have 
influence  in  individual  and  church  life, 
and  I  believe  it  contains  some  absolutes. 
Christ  clearly  teaches  of  a  day  of 
judgment  —  of  individual  accounting 
before  the  throne.  Membership  in  any 
group  or  minority  will  apparently  neither 
condemn  nor  excuse:  only  individual 
actions  will  be  judged  individually. 

Protestants  are  notoriously  illiterate 
concerning  the  Bible.  How  can  we  stand 
with  “individual  integrity’’  if  we  are 
ignorant  of  the  standards  for  integrity 
that  Christ  set  up  for  His  followers?  Do 
we,  like  the  Pharisees,  strain  at  gnats  and 
swallow  camels?  It  seems  to  me  that  our 
greatest  problem  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  not  to  be  reconciled  to  each 
other,  but  to  be  reconciled  to  our  Savior.  I 
find  nothing  ambiguous  in  the  rules  for 
this.  If  we  love  Him,  we  will  keep  His 
commandments. 

Mary  Lou  Maxfield 
Admire,  Kansas 

Editorial  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo!  Bravo!  Bravo! 

Your  editorial,  "Ben  Franklin  would 
expect  better”  was  superb.  Adequate 
words  escape  the  expression  of  my 
appreciation. 

Robert  E.  Stevens 
Houston,  Texas 


This  is  in  response  to  the 
recommendation  for  the  1984  General  Ordained  ministry 
Conference  to  delete  the  paragraph  that  ^ 

prohibits  the  use  of  denominational  funds 
“to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality"  (See  UMR,  April  22). 

I  am  very  much  opposed  to  any  such 
deletion  and  if  that  paragraph  is  deleted, 

I  will  have  to  give  some  serious  thought 
and  prayer  to  whether  I  want  to  remain  a 
United  Methodist.  We  are  getting  far  too 
liberal  and  are  sacrificing  our  standards 
of  Christianity  and  the  teachings  of 
Christ. 

Read  from  the  Word  of  God:  Romans 
1 : 26-32.  As  for  the  committee  wanting  to 
make  a  deletion  —  shame  on  them  and 
may  Christ  forgive  them. 

Clyde  T.  Starr 
Satsuma,  Florida 

Nothing  ambiguous 
in  Christian  integrity 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  James  Magaw ’s  "Here  I  Stand" 
article  ( UMR,  April  22)  three  times,  each 
time  becoming  more  uncertain  of  just 
where  he  IS  standing.  His  words  are 
clear  and  simple,  but  his  meaning 
escapes  me.  Is  he  saying  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  prospered  and  grew 
because  it  had  no  absolutes?  I  think  John 
Wesley  would  have  found  that  astonishing ! 

Mr.  Magaw  seems  reluctant  to  take  a 
stand  on  such  vital  issues  as  homosexual 
ordination  and  abortion  on  demand,  lest 


decision  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  admire  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  UMC  for  its  recent  sound 
and  faithful  recommendation  concerning 
“fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness"  for  qualifications  for 
ministry  (see UMR,  April  29). 

I  applaud  their  courage  in  not  cowering 
before  the  small  but  noisy  pressure 
group  that  would  like  to  twist  onto  the 
rest  of  foe  church  its  view  of  the 
acceptability  of  homosexual  practice. 

The  Ordained  Ministry  group’s 
recommendation  is  a  sensible  one  which 
re-affirms  time-proven  Christian  values 
on  sexuality.  Their  opting  to  be  faithful  to 
Scripture,  as  well  as  reason,  tradition 
and  experience  is  one  of  leadership  for 
the  whole  church. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Orange,  California 

The  President  and 
'established  religion’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Now  we  know  what  is  the  “established 
religion"  of  America. 

President  Ronald  Reagan  has  asked 
the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
to  declare  his  politics  from  their  pulpits: 
Opposing  a  mutual,  verifiable  U.S.- 
Soviet  nuclear  weapons  freeze. 


The  Constitution  states  that  the 
Congress  shall  make  no  laws  respecting 
the  establishment  of  religion.  The 
Constitution  also  states  that  the  Congress 
shall  make  the  laws  of  the  land. 

It  appears  Mr.  Reagan,  who  ran  on  a 
platform  of  defending  the  Constitution 
and  of  "getting  the  government  off  the 
people’s  back,’’  has  already  assumed  we 
have  moved  from  a  democracy  to  a 
dictatorship.  Never  has  a  president  so 
brazenly  defied  our  Constitution. 

Long  ago,  the  Prophets  of  God  warned 
Israel  against  kings  who  would  gather 
around  them  false  prophets  to  declare 
their  ways  to  be  the  will  of  God.  Must 
history  repeat  itself? 

As  a  Christian  in  obedience  to  God,  I 
rejoice  that  we  still  have  a  free  country 
in  which  the  citizens,  through  democratic 
process,  can  whittle  out  together  the 
difficult  decisions  as  to  how  we  shall 
govern  ourselves  and  act  as  responsible 
stewards  of  God’s  world. 

“For  freedom  Christ  has  set  us  free; 
stand  fast,  therefore,  and  do  not  submit 
again  to  a  yoke  of  slavery”  (Galatians 
5:1,  RSV).  KenFineran 

Yuma,  Colorado 

NCC  Board  needs 
more  control 

To  the  Editor: 

Not  only  the  Bishops  and  District 
Superintendents  are  surprised  “to  learn 
of  the  extremely  limited  extent  to  which 
the  NCC’s  Governing  Board  is 
empowered  actually  to  ‘govern.’  "  Many 
of  us  who  are  pastors  are  also  surprised. 

Certainly  the  NCC’s  Governing  Board 
needs  more  control  and  Church  World 
Service  needs  to  be  responsible  directly 
to  the  board. 

We  are  ordering  reprints  of  UMR’s 
special  report  on  the  NCC  because  we 
feel  we  can  rely  on  its  accuracy.  As  we 
continue  our  support  of  the  NCC,  we  shall 
also  seek  changes  to  make  it  more 
accountable  to  the  denominations  it 
seeks  to  represent. 

One  suggestion:  you  need  more  in- 
depth  probes  of  the  relationship  of  the 
NCC  to  other  independent  groups  such  as 
the  ‘‘Interreligious  Task  Force  on  El 
Salvador  and  Central  America.” 

Robert  L.  Hemmerla 
Bismarck,  Missouri 

UMC  needs  more 
prayer,  less  politics 

To  the  Editor: 

A  year  or  so  ago  it  was  reported  that 
the  United  Methodist  bishop  in  Detroit, 
Michigan  felt  panicky  about  the 
economic  conditions  there.  Nowhere  was 
it  suggested,  however,  that  the  people  of 
the  Detroit  area  get  together  and  pray  to 
God,  our  Almighty  Benefactor,  for  help. 

Recently  I  heard  of  another  area 
having  problems.  They  brought  their 
Bibles  and  had  a  prayer  meeting.  Their 
prayers  were  answered. 

In  the  March-April  issue  of  “Upper 
Room,"  Maxie  Dunnam  wrote  that  God 
wants  us  to  pray,  and  seek  help  for 
ourselves,  and  others.  I’d  like  to  hear  of 
the  United  Methodist  people  doing  more 
praying,  and  less  delving  into  politics. 

Mrs.  Wallace  Bascom 
Westminster,  Maryland 


My  Witness 


Giving  is  way  to  ‘expand’  our  inner  being 


By  LYLE  M.  C  HASE 
For  years  I  have  been  aware  of  an 
inner  struggle  of  Satan’s  urge  to 
withhold  against  God’s  urge  to  give.  The 
“Satan  urge"  comes  up  with  all  sorts  of 
rationalizations  that,  to  be  a  good 
steward,  one  must  be  frugal,  business¬ 
like,  a  good  manager  of  material  things, 
have  good  peer  standing,  and  many  other 
credible  characteristics.  But  a  search  into 
my  own  inner  emotions  often  revealed  a 
slight  twinge  of  greed  —  a  feeling  that 
“what  I  have  is  mine.  I  got  it  honestly, 
and  it  should  end  there.  " 

The  “God  urge”  to  give  is  not  always 
supported  by  rationalizations,  but  rather 
by  a  characteristic  of  generosity,  fulfill¬ 
ment  over  seeing  other  people  benefit 
from  something  we  have  done  for  them, 
concern  over  other  people's  needs,  and 
just  the  good  feeling  of  defeating  “Satan’s 
urge"  to  withhold. 

Giving  is  more  than  money 

Giving  is  something  more  meaningful 
than  just  reaching  into  one’s  pocket  and 
taking  out  a  coin  and  dropping  it  into  a 


beggar’s  cup.  It  can  be  a  devotedly 
planned  way  of  choosing  systematic 
ways  to  demonstrate  the  love  that  has 
been  put  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Giving  can  be  and  should  be  more  than 
contributing  to  a  cause  —  it  can  be  a 
genuine  spiritual  experience.  My  wife 
and  I  have  tithed  ever  since  we  were 
married  —  and  we  recently  celebrated 
our  50th  anniversary  —  but  later,  at  an 
altar  commitment  we  started  to 
“storehouse”  tithe.  That  meant  we  would 
give  our  whole  tithe  into  the  treasuries  of 
our  local  church.  That  necessitated 
finding  some  other  way  to  support 
outside  Christian  causes,  so  we  started 
setting  aside  an  additional  percentage 
for  this  kind  of  work.  We  were  blessed  in 
helping  students  preparing  for  full  time 
Christian  work,  special  missionary  work, 
and  so  on.  But  the  real  personal  effect 
was  that  we  felt  "expanded"  inside 
instead  of  the  subtle  feeling  of  being 
"shrunken”  inside  by  personal  withhold¬ 
ing.  A  giving  spirit  is  an  essential  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  total  commitment  involved  in 
our  basic  experience  of  accepting  Christ 


as  Savior  and  Lord. 

Another  time  of  testing  was  when  we 
changed  into  retirement  status.  What 
would  we  do  when  limited  to  our  Social 
Security  benefits  and  our  company 
pension  income?  We  must  not  allow 
ourselves  to  back  up  in  our  giving.  So  we 
adjusted  our  “system"  to  maintain  our 
level  of  giving  even  through  our  income 
had  been  somewhat  reduced,  and  God 
has  blessed  us  beyond  reason. 

Gifts  translate  to  life 

Giving  can  be  a  thrilling  means  of 
worship.  We  have  made  it  a  practice  of 
"seeing”  our  church  offerings,  not  as  so 
much  money,  but  as  translated  into  a 
more  meaningful  value  by  converting  the 
dollars  given  into  the  time  it  took  to  earn 
those  dollars  and  thinking  in  terms  of 
giving  so  many  hours  or  days  of  our  lives. 
When  we  lay  our  church  envelope  on  the 
offering  plate,  we  are  laying  a  certain 
portion  of  our  lives  on  that  plate,  and  that 
makes  us  feel  “expanded"  inside.  We 
believe  that  all  true  worship  is 
accompanied  by  sacrificial  giving  of 


some  kind. 

I  have  said  that  if  there  was  not  a 
single  hungry  child,  not  a  single  deprived 
person,  not  a  single  diseased  person  that 
needs  help,  and  no  starvation  in  the 
world,  it  would  not  diminish  my  need  to 
give  one  iota,  even  though  our  giving 
incentive  should  respond  to  these  con¬ 
cerns  and  needs.  Yet  there  still  remains 
a  vitally  important  personal  need  to  give, 
a  way  to  expand  our  inner  being,  a  way 
to  be  used  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  a  way  to 
“please  God,”  and  that  is  why  we  are 
herein  the  first  place.  (Rev.  4:11). 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor.  Lyle  M. 
Chase,  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
UMC  of  Corrv.  Pennsylvania  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double  spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er.  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


persons  and  some  black  persons  to  deal 
with  the  “conspicuousness  of  color." 
People  of  color  —  and  particularly  black 
people  —  are  unable  to  express  their 
aspirations  or  strive  for  political  and 
economic  power  by  “melting"  into  the 
background  in  the  same  ways  that  whites 
of  a  multiplicity  of  nationalities  and 
religious  persuasions  have  done.  Black 
solidarity  and  political  togetherness  has 
a  visibility,  and  that  visibility  unfor¬ 
tunately  serves  to  frighten  and  anger 
some  whites. 

(3)  Mayor-elect  Washington’s  black¬ 
ness  superseded  his  Democratic¬ 
ness,  so  that  instead  of  continuing  the 
Democratic  party  tradition,  he  was 
described  this  way:  “.  .  .  if  elected,  he 
will  become  the  first  black  mayor  of 
Chicago  ..."  Mr.  Epton’s  Republican¬ 
ness  superseded  his  Jewishness.  If 
elected  Mr.  Epton  would  have  become, 

.  .  the  first  Republican  mayor  in  50 
years .  . 

Without  any  desire  to  be  offensive  or 
cause  defensiveness,  this  observation 
helps  us  comprehend  the  differentness  of 
the  struggles  and  place  in  history  of  two 
minority  groups  that  have  struggled  and 
suffered  in  their  experience  >  in  this 
nation.  Acknowledging  these  differences 
is  important  to  the  development  of  any 
sense  of  unity. 

(4)  We  must  now  move  on  to  the 
possibilities  that  await  us  in  the  future. 
As  Joe  Louis  once  said  about  his 
opponents  in  the  ring,  ‘‘They  can  run,  but 
they  can’t  hide.” 

So  it  is  with  the  reality  of  race  and  our 
efforts  to  deal  with  it  affirmatively 
rather  than  with  racism.  We  cannot  hide 
from  each  other.  We  are  going  to  have 
many  more  moments  when  our  different 
perceptions  of  the  same  reality  will 
differ.  Like  boxers  who  have  gone  after 
each  other  for  15  rounds,  however,  we 
know  that  when  the  fight  is  over  we  can 
embrace  each  other  —  not  because  the 
wounds  have  been  healed,  not  because  it  * 
is  politically  expedient,  not  because  the 
fight  has  so  exhausted  us  that  we  need  to 
lean  on  whoever  is  within  our  reach;  but 
because  we  know  that  deep  within 
whatever  it  is  that  makes  us  human, 
there  is  a  commonality  that  comes  from 
God  that  keeps  rising  to  the  surface,  even 
when  we  do  our  best  to  suppress  it. 

That  God-given  commonality  that 
makes  us  brothers  and  sisters  is  the  source 
of  our  hope,  our  possibility,  our  future. 

"Here  I  Stand"  isa  forum  through  which 
UMR  readers  may  express  their  opinions 
and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Gil¬ 
bert  H.  Caldwell,  is  Associate  General 
Secretary  of  the  General,  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Washington.  D.  C. 


The  International 
Lesson  Annual 

In  Its  29th  Year! 

The  most  popular  interdenomi¬ 
national  resource  for  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Series  includes 
content,  meaning  and  relevance 
of  the  selected  scripture  along 
with  the  step-by-step  lesson 
plan.  Edited  by  Horace  R. 
Weaver;  lesson  analysis  by 
Charles  M.  Laymon$5.95,  paper 

Begin  Your  Class  On  An 
Inspirational  Note! 

Class  Devotions  1983-84 
These  fifty-two  devotions  span  a 
wide  range  of  ideas  and  insights 
on  the  Christian  life.  Each  de¬ 
votional  begins  with  scripture, 
includes  a  brief  illustrative  com¬ 
ment  and  concludes  with  a 
prayer.  A  companion  to  the 
International  Lesson  Series. 
Harold  L.  Fair  $4.95.  paper 
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UMC  ministry  study  ‘fractured’  and  ‘fractious’ 

)HN  A.  LOVELACE  *  #  such  financial  matters  , 

Status  of  ‘diaconaV  ministers  at  heart  of  the  years-long  conflict 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  A  years-long  study 
intended  to  help  United  Methodists 
define  and  understand  what  they  mean 
by  "the  ministry”  moved  nearer 
completion  here  May  12,  but  not  without 
more  of  the  kind  of  conflict  that  has 
marked  the  study  almost  from  its 
beginning. 

At  the  heart  of  the  conflict  is  the  exact 
status  of  the  denomination’s  “diaconal" 
ministers.  Numbering  about  1,000  and 
reported  growing  rapidly,  they  are  a  part 
of  the  specialized  ministry  in  such  areas 
as  church  administration,  Christian 
education,  evangelism,  music,  health 
ministries  and  community  development. 

The  1976  General  Conference  created 
this  new  category  of  ministry  for  United 
Methodists,  but  a  study  commission  in 
1977-80  failed  to  define  satisfactorily 
exactly  who  and  what  these  ministries 
are.  Thus  the  1980  General  Conference 
ordered  yet  another  committee  to  study 

Language 

proposals 

softened 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  —  The  same  United  Meth¬ 
odist  task  force  which  raised  questions 
regarding  the  male  imagery  of  three 
names  for  God  —  "Lord,"  “King”  and 
“Father”  —  has  softened  its 
recommendation  that  those  names, 
even  though  scriptural,  be  used  as  little 
as  possible  in  contemporary  speech  and 
writings. 

In  its  final  meeting  here  May  6-7,  the 
10-person  Language  Guidelines  Task 
Force  also  abandoned  its  search  for  a  suit¬ 
able  alternative  to  “Father.”  An  earlier 
draft,  with  the  suggestion  that  the 
Aramaic  word,  “Abba,”  blight  be  used, 
had  met  considerable  resistance  when 
presented  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  in  late  April. 

The  Rev.  Keith  Dovenspike,  Midway, 
Pa.,  a  task  force  member,  said,  “We 
were  searching  for  an  alternative  (to 
Father)  and  I  don’t  think  this  is  a  good 
alternative." 

The  task  force  acknowledges  in  its  final 
report  that  “the  concept  of  God  as  ‘Fath¬ 
er’  is  a  rich  and  meaningful  one  for  many 
Christians."  But  the  task  force  continues 
to  maintain  that  “more  inclusive  words 
and  images  -  many  of  them  scriptural 
—  can  convey  intimacy  and  closeness  for 
some  persons  which  ‘Father’  does  for 
other  persons." 

The  task  force  continues  to  recommend 
that  “Lord”  and  “King"  be  used  sparingly 
but  acknowledges  that  they,  like  "Fa¬ 
ther,”  carrying  special  meaning  for  some 
Christians. 

“We  have  not  intended  to  rewrite  or 
revise  the  Bible,"  says  the  report  entitled 
“Words  That  Hurt  and  Words  That  Heal: 
Language  about  God  and  People." 
“Rather,  we  embrace  the  Bible  in  all  its 
fullness,  including  the  diversity  of 
images  of  God." 

•  "We  re  not  out  to  rewrite  the  Bible,  but 
we  certainly  are  on  the  side  of  a  more 
accurate,  clearer  interpretation  of 
scripture,”  said  Erwin  H.  Schwiebert. 
Caldwell,  Idaho,  a  task  force  member. 

;  The  report  says  that  “The  language  we 
use  about  God  reflects  and  shapes  how 
we  think  about  God  .  .  .  Words  can  .  .  . 
hurt  very  deeply,  especially  when  they 
imply  that  some  persons  or  groups  are 
worth  less  than  others  ...  We  will  not 
reach  full  humanity  as  women  and  men 
as  long  as  our  language  and  images 
continue  to  limit  us,  often  in  unconscious 
ways." 

The  task  force’s  work  sparked  wide 
news  coverage  and  some  controversy 
earlier  with  its  recommendation  that 
“Lord”  and  "King”  not  be  used  as 
synonyms  for  God  in  newly  written 
materials,  sermons  and  liturgy,  and  that 
“Abba"  might  be  an  acceptable  alterna¬ 
tive  for  “Father.” 

The  task  force’s  report  now  goes  to  the 
Council  on  Ministries.  Eventually,  the 
issue  is  scheduled  to  go  before  the  1984 
General  Conference,  the  church’s  top 
law-making  body. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


“the  ministry.”  It  was  to  seek  a  “holistic 
understanding  and  ordering  of  the  United 
Methodist  ministry  with  specific  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  permanent  diaconate  . 

Whether  lay  or  clergy 

Whether  diaconal  ministers  should  be 
considered  as  laypersons  or  as  clergy 
has  continued  to  perplex  the  19-member 
study  committee,  which  is  chaired  by  the 
Rev.  E.  Dale  Dunlap  of  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Currently 
diaconal  ministers  have  voice  but  not 
vote  on  the  “lay"  side  of  each  annual 
conference.  This  seeming  “disenfran¬ 
chisement”  is  only  one  complaint  which 
diaconal  ministers  have  raised. 

Under  church  law,  a  diaconal  minister 
is  “consecrated”  rather  than  “ordained” 
to  his  or  her  specialized  ministry  by  an 
annual  conference. 


Complicating  the  matter  is  the  fact 
that  United  Methodism  also  has  two 
categories  of  ordained  clergy:  Elder  and 
deacon.  Although  this  word  "deacon” 
comes  from  the  same  Greek  root  — 
"diakonia"  (service)  —  as  diaconal 
minister  does,  it  has  a  different  meaning 
in  this  ordained  context.  The  ordained 
order  of  deacon  in  United  Methodism  is 
understood  to  be  a  transitional  step 
toward  the  higher  order  of  elder. 

With  all  of  that  history  and  many  hours 
of  discussion  and  hundreds  of  pages  of 
input,  the  fractured  and  sometimes 
fractious  Ministry  Study  Committee  here 
May  12  voted  10-4  to  recommend  three 
things: 

1.  Create  one  order  of  elder  for  the 
ministry  of  word,  sacrament  and  order. 

2.  Eliminate  the  “transitional  deacon” 
as  a  step  toward  elder’s  orders. 


3.  Create  one  order  of  deacon  for  the 
ministry  of  word  and  service  (the 
diaconal  ministry). 

This  will  go  as  the  “majority  report”  to 
the  study  committee's  parent  body,  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  this  fall.  A 
“minority  report"  is  also  expected. 

The  board  must  attempt  to  reconcile  or 
otherwise  perfect  a  report  to  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

The  adopted  motion  specifies  that 
persons  currently  serving  as  deacons  or 
as  associate  members  of  annual 
conferences  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
proposed  action. 

The  committee  identified  at  least  14 
“issues”  which  remain  to  be  clarified. 
These  include: 

•  Ecclesial  and  theological  questions 
such  as  whether  both  deacons  and  elders 


NASHVILLE  —  Lee  Hee  Ho,  left,  graduate  of  United  Methodism’s  Scarritt  College  and  wife  of  South  Korean 
human  rights  activist  Kim  Dae  Jung,  talks  with  Karen  Young  and  Kimberly  Werner  before  the  graduation 
ceremonies  at  Scarritt  May  7.  Lee  was  commencement  speaker.  sheila  king  photo 

Korean  woman  tells  of  suffering 


NASHVILLE  —  "I  have  come  to 
know  over  the  last  25  years  that 
suffering,  as  Christ  suffered  on  the 
cross,  is  a  part  of  the  lives  of  countless 
millions  of  people  around  the  world,"  a 
voice  —  more  accustomed  to  speaking 
Korean  than  English  —  told  Scarritt 
College’s  1983  graduates  May  7. 

Lee  Hee  Ho.  a  1958  graduate  of 
Scarritt  and  wife  of  South  Korean 
human  rights  advocate  and  activist 
Kim  Dae  Jung,  talked  about  the 
redemptive  quality  of  suffering. 

Kiip.  who  has  had  four  close  brushes 
with  'death  and  spent  almost  10  years 
'either  in  prison  or  under  house  arrest, 
accompanied  Lee  to  Nashville.  Also 
attending  the  weekend’s  activities  were 
two  of  the  Kims’  sons  and  Lee  Hee  Ho's 
brother. 

“My  family  and  I  have  known  great 
suffering  especially  during  the  last  13 
years,  after  my  husband  was  a  popular 
candidate  for  president  of  Korea  from 
the  New  Democratic  Party,”  Lee  said 
in  her  speech.  “From  that  time,  out¬ 
lives  have  never  been  the  same. 

“Our  phones  were  tapped  constantly. 
We  have  been  under  constant  KCIA 
surveillance,  we  have  known  house 


arrest,  and  imprisonment,  including 
solitary  confinement  and  even  a  death 
sentence  on  Jan.  23, 1981." 

Lee  told  of  a  letter  which  she  wrote  to 
her  husband  while  he  was  in  prison, 
saying,  “I  know  God  must  love  you 
more  because  you  are  suffering  so 
greatly.  It  is  God’s  grace.  I  am  thankful 
to  God  who  has  given  you  the 

“Go  into  the 
world  in  the 
name  of  Christ 
...  (to)  help 
others  who  have 
troubles” 

unswerving  knowledge  that  nothing  can 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus.” 

Lee  encouraged  the  1983  graduates  — 
36  who  received  master's  degrees  in 
Christian  education,  church  music  and 
church  music  education  —  to  share  oth¬ 
ers’  suffering  and  to  struggle  for  peace. 


“You  will  go  from  this  campus,  as  have 
so  many  before  you,  to  serve  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  in  a  world  riddled  with  suffering 
where  human  rights  and  human  dignity 
are  not  honored,"  she  said.  “For  you,  that 
place  of  service  may  be  at  a  church  or 
in  a  church  school,  but  wherever  it  is, 
there  are  people  there  who  need  your 
ministry,  who  await  your  preaching 
and  teaching  of  the  Good  News,  who 
long  for  your  words  of  healing  grace 
nnd  who  are  waiting  for  you  to  share 
their  suffering  and  speak  the  word  of 
peace  which  Jesus  brought  to  the  world. 

"I  charge  y'ou  to  go  into  tile  world  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  (to)  help 
others  who  have  all  kinds  of  troubles. 
That  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  Good 
News  which  Jesus  came  to  proclaim .” 

Scarritt  is  a  United  Methodist  center 
for  graduate  study  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  and  church  music. 

The  Kims  came  to  the  United  States 
in  December  of  1982,  following  a  sudden 
move  by  South  Korean  authorities  to 
release  Kim  from  prison  and  send  him 
to  the  U.S.  for  “treatment  of  arthritis," 
although  he  was  serving  a  20-year  term 
commuted  from  a  1980  death  sentence 
for  sedition. 


$5  million  scholarship  plan  eyed 


DES  MOINES  (UMNS )  -  United 
Methodists  in  Iowa  are  considering  a  $5 
million  scholarship  plan  to  help  their 
students  attend  one  of  the  five  United 
Methodist-related  colleges  in  the  state. 

Delegates  to  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference,  meeting  here  June  3-7,  will 
consider  the  proposal  which  calls  for 
collecting  funds  during  a  four-year 
period  from  churches  and  individuals, 
allowing  scholarships  from  accumulated 
funds  for  10  to  15  years.  The  funding  goal 
is  estimated  at  $5  per  year  for  each  of  the 
conference's  nearly  250,000  members. 

The  plan  was  developed  by  a  task  force 


chaired  by  Mary  Louise  Peterson, 
Harlan,  Iowa.  The  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  approved  the  plan  March  12 
and  will  submit  it  to  the  conference  in 
June. 

Presidents  of  all  five  colleges  said 
scholarship  aid  is  their  greatest  need 
from  the  church,  according  to  Ms. 
Peterson.  Like  other  church-related  and 
private  colleges,  the  United  Methodist 
schools  are  faced  with  a  decreasing  pool 
of  available  students,  a  widening  tuition 
gap  between  independent  and  tax- 
supported  institutions,  inflation,  and 
reduction  of  federal  student  aid. 


Ms.  Peterson  observed  that  the  Iowa 
Tuition  Grant  Program  has  not  kept  up 
with  the  cost  of  higher  education  and  that 
a  larger  percentage  of  potential  students 
are  vocationally  motivated.  “Often  such 
students  do  not  perceive  the  small 
private  liberal  arts  college  to  be  a  good 
institution  for  vocational  preparation.” 

In  its  report  to  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  task  force  cited  the  high 
percentage  of  United  Methodist  lay  and 
ministerial  members  trained  in  the  five 
schools  and  noted  that  Iowa  is  below  the 
average  in  the  nine-state  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  in  giving  to  church  causes. 


Catholics’  nuclear  letter 
gains  UM  bishops’  thanks 


Leaders  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  bow  in  prayer. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
CHICAGO  —  America’s  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  voted  238-9  on  May  3  to 
adopt  their  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear 
arms  policy,  one  that  challenges  many  of 
the  elements  in  the  nation’s  defense  and 
weapons  strategies. 

The  heavily  nuanced  statement, 
entitled  “The  Challenge  of  Peace:  God’s 
Promise  and  Our  Response."  calls  the 
nuclear-arms  race  “a  curse  on 
mankind”  which  must  be  opposed.  But  it 
does  not  rule  out  every  conceivable  use  of 
nuclear  weapons,  even  though  it 
registers  “profound  moral  skepticism" 
about  whether  any  use  of  nuclear 
weapons  can  ever  be  justified.  The  letter 
is  now  official  church  teaching  for  the 
nation’s  50  million  Catholics. 

One  unusual  addition  to  the  pastoral 
letter  called  for  a  return  to  the  practice 
of  abstaining  from  meat  on  Fridays  as  a 
“tangible  sign  of  our  need  and  desire  to 
do  penance  ...  for  the  cause  of  peace.” 
This  should  be  accompanied  by  works  of 
charity  and  service  toward  neighbors. 
“Every  Friday  should  be  a  day  signifi¬ 
cantly  devoted  to  prayer,  penance  and 
almsgiving  for  peace,”  the  letter  states. 
The  United  Methodist  Council  of 


Bishops,  meeting  simultaneously  in 
Little  Rock,  adopted  a  resolution 
expressing  “profound  gratitude’’  to  the 
national  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops 
for  its  pastoral  letter. 

The  UM  bishops  said  “We  commend 
the  pastoral  letter  ...  for  study  in  all  of 
our  churches  and  indicate  our  eagerness 
to  share  in  ecumenical  study  and  witness 
with  Catholic  bishops  and  congregations.” 

The  UM  bishops  also  reaffirmed  their 
own  call,  issued  April  29,  1982,  for  a 
mutual  verifiable  freeze  in  nuclear 
weapons  research,  development,  testing 
and  production. 

In  other  actions  the  United  Methodist 
bishops: 

•  Adopted  without  debate  a  10-page 
teaching  program  on  domestic  hunger 
and  the  economic  crisis.  It  will  be  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  distributed  to  every 
UM  pastor  and  available  for  others  upon 
request. 

•  Received  a  letter  of  greeting  from 
President  Reagan,  congratulating  the 
UMC  on  its  Bicentennial  noting  that  the 
UMC  “brings  its  message  of  Christian 
charity  and  peace  and  hope  for  mankind 
to  millions  across  *he  fifty  states.” 


would  be  subject  to  itineration  (being 
moved  from  one  appointment  to 
another),  how  persons  would  be 
ordained,  consecrated  or  otherwise  set 
apart  into  the  so-called  representative 
ministry,  and  what  United  Methodists 
understand  as  the  exact  meaning  of 
ordination. 

•  Questions  about  ministers’  status  in 
annual  conferences,  including  whether 
both  elders  and  deacons  would  be  eligible 
for  membership  and  how  the  United 
Methodist  practice  of  equalizing  lay  and 
clergy  voting  in  conferences  might  be 
affected. 

•  Effects  on  current  associate 
members  of  conferences  and  how  they 
would  relate  to  the  proposed  new  order  of 
elder. 

•  “Justice  and  equity”  issues,  which 
the  diaconal  ministers  have  raised  on 


financial  matters  as  salaries, 
pensions,  vacations,  benefits,  etc. 

The  19-member  committee  includes 
approximately  equal  representation 
from  the  general  board’s  three  ministry 
divisions  —  Ordained  Ministry,  Diaconal 
Ministry,  and  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries.  It  contains  no  representation 
from  the  board’s  fourth  division,  Higher 
Education,  but  members  of  that  division 
will  be  expected  to  participate  in  the 
discussion  and  final  decision  at  the  board 
meetings  this  fall. 

Ordained  ministry  opposed 

There  were  no  indications  what  the 
minority  report  might  contain  or  how  it 
might  be  developed.  This  is  expected  to 
come  from  the  board’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  all  of  whose  voting 
representatives  at  the  meeting  here 
opposed  the  adopted  motion. 

Among  their  objections  is  that  the 
committee’s  study  has  been  too  hurried 
and  unfocused. 


NCC  debates  eligibility 
of  ‘gay’  denomination 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Communion 
service  at  the  altar  appeared  faithfully  to 
follow  “high  church”  Christian  liturgy. 
But  as  couples  of  the  same  sex  embraced 
and  occasionally  kissed  after  receiving 
the  bread  and  grape  juice  from  their 
homosexual  ministers,  it  was  obvious  that 
this  was  not  just  any  Christian  church. 

In  the  balcony  was  about  a  quarter  of 
the  266  members  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ’s  governing  board 
who  had  been  invited  to  share  in  the  service. 

By  this  time  on  Wednesday  night,  May 
11,  it  appeared  clear  to  most  observers 
that  the  NCC  will  not  be  able  to  stretch  its 
collective  theological  bounds  far  enough 
to  admit  to  membership  a  denomination 
formed  largely  of  homosexual  Christians. 

“It’s  good  to  be  exposed  to  all  this.  But 
I’m  afraid  my  tolerance  has  been  worn 
out,”  one  United  Methodist  said  later. 

For  two  days  of  its  four-day  meeting 
here,  the  NCC  devoted  its  attention  to  the 
question  of  whether  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches  (UFMCC)  is  truly  a  “Christian 
church”  eligible  to  join  the  32  Protestant 
and  Orthodox  denominations  in  the  NCC 
How  could  a '  practice  considered 
scripturally  invalid  by  most  NCC 
member  denominations  become  the 
valid  basis  for  forming  another 
denomination,  said  the  Rev.  Mark  Heim 
of  the  American  Baptist  Churches.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  NCC’s  Faith  and 
Order  Commission,  the  primary  unit  in 
council  dealing  with  theological  questions, 
which  has  studied  the  issue  for  a  year. 

There’s  a  wide  range  of  differences  in 
the  council  on  the  issue.  The  strongest 
opposition  to  granting  membership 
appeared  to  be  coming  from  the 
American  Baptists,  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  and  the  Orthodox  (9)  and  black 
(6)  denominations.  Those  17  make  up  more 
than  half  the  denominational  members 
in  the  NCC. 

A  membership  application  must  be 
approved  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  The 
first  formal  vote  is  expected  this  fall. 

Met  standard  requirements 

Most  members  expressed  satisfaction 
that  the  Universal  Fellowship  meets  the 
three  NCC  membership  requirements: 
(1)  trinitarian  in  doctrine  (belief  in  God 
as  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit);  (2) 
national  in  scope  with  (3)  at  least  20,000 
members  (UFMCC  has  27,000)  in  at  least 
50  local  churches  ( UFMCC  has  around  200). 

For  the  NCC  to  be  just  and  fair  in  this 
matter,  it  should  not  bring  in  new  rules 
and  questions  about  lifestyles,  said 
Valerie  L.  Ford,  of  the  Disciples  Church, 
in  support  of  admission. 

“You  in  the  NCC  can  take  all  the  time 
in  the  world,"  said  the  Rev.  Troy  D. 
Perry,  founder  of  the  homosexual 
denomination  at  the  Worship  service,  as 
he  looked  to  the  balcony.  "We  won’t  go 
away  ...  We  don’t  have  to  ask  to  be  part 
of  the  family  of  God.” 

That  was  acknowledged  repeatedly  by 
NCC  leaders  during  the  formal 
presentations  as  nearly  all  compassion¬ 
ately  spoke  of  the  “justice”  issues  —  the 
nepd  for  civil  rights  protection  for 


homosexuals  and  better  pastoral 
ministries  to  homosexuals  within  their 
own  denominations.  The  governing 
board  did  not  question  whether  practicing 
homosexuals  could  be  Christians. 

Nonetheless,  many  speakers  said,  if 
the  NCC  is  to  be  a  "community  of 
Christian  communions”  in  “covenant 
with  one  another,"  as  the  NCC  preamble 
states,  the  council  must  set  bounds. 

In  an  America  no  longer  in  a  Christian 
era,  it  is  more  important  to  talk  about 
what  is  Christian  and  non-christian,  said 
the  Rev.  Barbara  Brown  Zikmund,  dean 
of  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion. 

The  Universal  Fellowship’s  emphasis 
on  acceptance  of  homosexual  practice 
must  be  treated  as  a  “fundamentally 
powerfuHheological  question,"  she  said 

Heresy  questions  raised 

Dr.  Zikmund,  who  is  on  the  NCC’s 
Faith  and  Order  Commission,  told  the 
governing  board:  "We  want  to  be 
tolerant  (of  the  UFMCC’s  different  ideas 
about  sexuality)  because  we  are  in 
America  .  .  .  But  we  are  dealing  with 
questions  of  heresy .  ’  ’ 

The  Rev.  Nancy  Wilson,  a  former 
United  Methodist  and  now  UFMCC 
minister,  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
denomination  performs  “Rites  of  Holy 
Union"  for  homosexual  couples  but  does 
not  expect  them  to  pledge  themselves  to 
a  life-long  relationship.  Such  rites  also 
are  performed  for  heterosexuals  who 
want  to  demonstrate  their  covenant  with 
each  other  but  not  commit  themselves  to 
a  lfegal  or  life-long  relationship,  she  said. 

For  the  Orthodox  denominations,  said 
Fathdr  Alexander  Doumouras  of  the  Greek 
Orthodox  Archdiocese,  “the  Holy 
Scripture  would  say  that  we  could  not 
enter  into  fellowship  with  the  UFMCC  on 
any  level.  This  is  not  a  debatable  issue. ” 

Emphasizing,  as  did  others,  that  he 
was  not  judging  the  worth  of 
homosexuals  in  the  sight  of  God,  the  Rev. 
Cecil  Murray  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  said,  “We  unequivo- 
cably  reject  the  concept  of  homosexual 
marriage  .  .  .  and  we  view  homosexuality 
as  still  another  force  that  mitigates  the 
strength  of  blacks  and  their  families.” 

The  Rev.  William  Creevey  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  questioned 
that  admission  of  the  UFMCC  into  the  NCC 
would  imply  anything  about  other  mem¬ 
bers’  stances  on  homosexuality. 

The  NCC  will  be  sending  a  message 
about  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  to  “gay” 
men  and  lesbian  women  by  its  action  on 
the  application,  the  governing  board  was 
told. 

Very  little  was  said  or  done  officially 
concerning  all  the  controversy  stirred 
last  winter  by  Reader’s  Digest  and  CBS 
reports  on  the  NCC.  Governing  board 
members  spent  several  hours  working  in 
table  groups  filling  out  forms  about  direc¬ 
tions  in  which  they  would  like  to  see  the 
NCC  move.  A  special  Presidential  Panel 
has  been  working  for  a  year  on  the  direc¬ 
tions  question  and  reported  in  a  press  con¬ 
ference  that,  among  leaders  in  the  NCC 
and  those  related  to  it,  there  is  a  “defin¬ 
ite  impulse  for  change." 

More  coverage  of  the  NCC’s  governing 
board  will  follow  in  a  subsequent  issue. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Bicentennial  minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

On  May  6,  1834,  the  first  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  assembled  in  Georgetown, 
District  of  Columbia.  Standing  committees  were  appointed 
on  the  Executive,  Judiciary,  Means  of  Grace,  Missions  and 
Literature.  A  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was  constituted,  as 
well  as  a  Book  Committee. 

Nicholas  Snethen  and  Asa  Shinn  were  elected  joint  editors 
of  the  “Methodist  Protestant,”  although  Mr.  Snethen  retired 
at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  Mr.  Shinn  was  superseded  at  the 
end  of  the  second  year  by  a  bachelor  for  “economic 
purposes.’’ 


Blind  child  inspires 
Phoenix  brailling 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PHOENIX  —  Because  Diana  Baldridge, 
a  fifth  grader,  needed  a  special  ministry 
from  her  church.  Trinity  UMC  here,  the 
church  not  only  has  met  her  need  but  is 
willing  to  share  its  success  with  others. 

Diana  has  been  blind  since  birth.  And, 
as  she  progressed  in  the  church  school, 
she  needed  church  school  literature  in 
braille  —  the  special  raised-dot  alphabet 
which  permits  sight-impaired  persons  to 
read. 

As  the  church’s  education  work  area 
chairperson,  Diana  Crowell,  explained  it, 
“It  wasn’t  available,  so  we  decided  to 
braille  the  Elementary  B  materials 
ourselves.” 

Mrs.  Crowell  works  with  a  local  social 
service  agency  which  reproduces  braille 
materials.  So  Trinity  UMC  is  offering  to 
share  reproductions  of  its  Elementary  B 
braille  materials  with  other  churches  at 
Trinity’s  costs,  described  by  senior 
minister  the  Rev.  Richard  N.  Peterson  as 
nominal. 

All  materials  brailled  so  far  for  Diana 
have  been  keyboarded  by  the  church’s 
children's  choir  director  Beth  Appleby. 
She  began  studying  brailling  of  literary 
and  music  materials  some  years  ago  as  a 
means  of  giving  piano  and  flute  lessons  to 
Diana  and  five  other  visually-impaired 
students. 

Mrs.  Appleby  says,  “Brailling  the 
church  school  literature  is  fascinating 
and  very  rewarding  —  also  challenging 
and  extremely  time  consuming.” 

To  relieve  those  time  pressures,  she 
and  others  gave  a  brailling  demonstra¬ 
tion  following  recent  Sunday  worship 
services.  One  woman  will  receive  training 
this  summer,  and  others  will  start  next  fall. 


Mr.  Peterson  said  both  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  have 
assured  him  of  their  cooperation  in  the 
venture  but  have  indicated  they  cannot 
enter  production  of  these  materials. 

“Trinity  realizes  the  importance  of  this 
project  for  Diana  and  for  other  visually- 
handicapped  persons,”  he  said.  “We  are 
willing  to  serve  as  the  liaison  between 
others  needing  United  Methodist 
materials  in  braille  form  and  those 
willing  to  do  the  brailling." 

Anyone  interested  can  contact  Mr. 
Peterson  at  3104  W.  Glendale  Ave., 
Phoenix,  Ariz.  85021,  or  at  (602)  973-1276. 


-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Diana  Baldridge,  who’ll  be  a  6th 
grader  next  fall  at  Trinity  UMC  here, 
stands  between  two  persons  who  have 
been  very  important  in  making  church 
school  materials  available  to  her  in 


Mr.  Peterson  said  the  Trinity  braille, 

congregation  hopes  to  use  its  own  funds  At  left  is  Diane  Crowell,  the  church’s 
to  buy  one  braille  writer  and  to  work  with  chairperson  of  education.  Seated  at  the 
local  Lions  and  Kiwanis  clubs  to  buy  at  braille  writer  keyboard  is  Beth  Appleby, 

least  two  more.  The  goal  is  to  keyboard  children’s  choir  director  who  translated 

and  reproduce  braille  materials  for  all  one  whole  church  school  series  into 
ages.  braille  for  Diana.  trinity  umc photo 


the  church  today 

•/ 


Central  Africa  themes 

of  new  mission  education  studies 

NEW  YORK  —  A  new  series  of  study 
materials  on  “The  World’s  Uprooted” 
will  be  introduced  at  next  week’s 
meeting  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Governing  Board.  The 
materials,  and  a  series  on  “Central 
Africa,”  are  the  principal  1983-84 
offerings  of  Friendship  Press,  a  division 
oftheNCC. 

Currently  being  used  in  leadership 
training  events,  the  materials  will  be 
used  in  local  churches  fa-  mission 
education  beginning  in  the  fall.  The  two 
themes  were  chosen  and  developed  by 
the  council’s  Commission  on  Education 
for  Mission  made  up  of  representatives 
of  the  participating  U.S.  and  Canadian 
denominations.  The  commission  expects 
to  sell  about  50,000  copies  of  each  of  the 
main  study  books. 

The  issues  are  timely  for  church  study 
and  relevant  to  the  problems  of  U.S. 
church  people  today,  says  the  Rev.  Ward 
L.  Kaiser,  staff  for  the  commission  and 
executive  director  of  Friendship  Press. 

Volunteer  group  gets 
national,  state  awards 

FRANKFORT,  Ind.  —  The  volunteer 
organization  at  the  Wesley  Manor 
Retirement  Community,  Frankfort, 
Indiana,  “Friends  of  the' Manor,”  has 
been  named  recipient  of  the  National 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  “Volunteer  Group  of  the  Year 
Award  for  1983.”  In  addition,  the  awards 
committee  of  the  Indiana  Association  of 
Homes  for  the  Aging,  Inc.  has  selected 
the  Friends  of  the  Manor  to  receive  their 
Award  of  Honor. 

The  volunteer  organization,  "Friends 
of  the  Manor.”  was  organized  in  1981. 
The  goal  of  this  group  is  to  create  a  warm 
relationship  between  the  churches  and 
the  Manor.  Their  purpose  is  to  assist  local 
churches  in  providing  community 
services  for  the  aging  and  provide 
material  gifts  to  the  Manor. 

As  of  March  14,  1983.  the  Friends  of  the 
Manor  membership  has  grown  to  1212 
members.  This  is  a  remarkable  growth 
for  the  short  time  the  organization  has 
been  in  existence.  Membership  in  “Friends 
of  the  Manor”  is  made  up  of  members 
from  across  the  state  and  10  denomina¬ 
tions  in  the  local  community  of  Frankfort, 
including  the  United  Methodist. 

Cuban  clergy  respond 
to  IRD  allegations 

NEW  YORK  -  The  Cuban  Christians 
for  Justice  and  Freedom  Committee, 
represented  by  the  Rev.  Manuel  Viera  of 
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  and  the  Rev. 
Michael  G.  Rivas  of  Princeton,  New 
Jersey,  United  Methodist  clergy,  have 
issued  a  response  to  statements  made  by 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 


regarding  the  organization. 

“In  its  recent  statement  called  ‘A  Time 
for  Candor,’  the  IRD  cites  a  small  grant 
to  our  organization  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  as  an  example  of 
funds  used  to  support  or  create 
“sympathy  for  the  Castro  Government” 
in  Cuba.”  the  wo  pastors  wrote.  “What 
IRD  chooses  to  ignore  is  that  the  ad 
clearly  identifies  us  as  ‘dissenters  from 
the  present  regime  in  Cuba’  and  as  ‘op¬ 
posed  to  its  authoritarianism.’  Either 
IRD  didn’t  bother  to  look  at  the  ad  first¬ 
hand,  preferring  instead  to  rely  on  hear¬ 
say  evidence  from  other  sources,  or  it 
just  has  an  oversimplistic  approach  to 
political  analysis  so  that  those  who 
oppose  its  own  views  on  policy  towards 
Cuba  must  by  definition  be  involved  in 
creating  ‘sympathy  for  Castro,’  ”  they 
added. 

The  project,  launched  in  1979,  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Section  on  Worship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Lutheran  bishop  affirms 
Catholic  pastoral  letter 

MINNEAPOLIS  (LC)  —  The  presiding 
bishop  of  the  American  Lutheran  Church 
has  called  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  disarmament 
“a  very  important  and  useful  document.” 

The  Rev.  David  W.  Preus,  himself  an 
advocate  of  nuclear  disarmament,  said 
that  the  statement  “helps  focus  public 
attention  on  peaceful  possibilities  for  a 
violence  prone  humanity .” 

Dr.  Preus  said  that  his  own  church  and 
other  churches  have  issued  statements 
“that  closely  parallel  the  major 
emphases  in  the  letter.”  He  said  that  the 
Catholic  message  “directs  attention- to 
both  moral  and  political  realities.” 

That  it  “will  engender  widespread 
public  discussion  and  debate”  Preus  saw 
as  “extremely  valuable.” 


Boards  join  opposition 
to  ordaining  and  appointing  gays 

ATLANTA  —  The  Association  of 
Boards  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  United 
Methodism’s  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
approved  language  for  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  to  prevent  professing  and/or 
practicing  homosexuals  being  accepted 
as  candidates,  ordained  as  ministers,  or 
appointed  to  serve  in  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  It  will  be  submitted  to 
General  Conference  as  a  petition. 

The  vote  came  during  a  two  day 
meeting  of  the  Association  in  Atlanta 
where  most  of  the  time  was  spent 
reviewing  legislation  on  the  ministry 
being  proposed  by  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

The  Division  is  resisting  the  inclusion 
of  specific  prohibitions,  according  to  top 
staffer,  Dr.  Don  Treese. 


MAY  20, 1983 


‘Poor  not  served’: 


Church-led  alliance  opposes 
$ 8.4  billion  infusionforlMF 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  An  unusual 
church-led  coalition  of  religious,  liberal, 
conservative,  and  environmental  groups 
have  urged  Congress  to  reject  the 
Reagan  administration’s  request  for  $8.4 
billion  in  additional  funds  for  the 
International  Monetary  Fund. 

In  a  separate  action,  a  House 
subcommittee  defied  administration 
policy  and  voted  to  deny  U.S.  support  for 
IMF  loans  to  South  Africa  because  of  its 
policy  of  racial  segregation.  But  the 
Subcommittee  on  International  Trade, 
Investment  and  Monetary  Policy  also 
ignored  the  church-led  group’s  appeal 
and  approved  an  administration-sought 
increase  in  IMF  aid  and  sent  the  bill  to  its 
parent  House  Banking  Committee. 

Fund  doesn’t  serve  poor 

Opposing  the  aid  increase  was  a 
coalition  of  private  groups  brought 
together  by  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  of  the  9.6  million-member  United 
Methodist  Church.  At  a  press  conference 
on  May  5,  they  opposed  the 
reauthorization  funds  for  different 
reasons,  with  the  churches  asserting  that 
IMF  loan  policies  do  not  serve  the  best 
interests  of  the  poor  and  conservative 


groups  objecting  to  a  U.S.  “bail-out"  of 
the  fund,  which  has  been  recently  used  to 
shore  up  a  number  of  over-extended 
Third  World  banking  systems. 

An  autonomous  agency  of  the  United 
Nations,  the  141-member  IMF  loans 
money  to  countries  that  need  help  in 
paying  off  foreign  debts ;  the  fund  comes 
up  for  reauthorization  every  three  years. 


Today’s  Third  World  debt  of  some  $700 
billion  has  forced  the  administration  to 
seek  more  funds  for  the  IMF,  arguing 
that  failure  to  do  so  would  damage  the 
European  and  North  American  banks 
which  have  loaned  large  sums  of  money 
in  the  Third  World. 

Explaining  why  U.S.  churches  were  in 
the  thick  of  this  complex  international 
economics  issue,  Paul  Kittlaus,  a 
spokeman  for  the  Inter-religious  Task 
Force  on  U.S.  Food  Policy  and  director 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ’s 
Washington  office,  cited  “religious 
faith”  which  makes  them  “see  the  world 


as  one  household  and  .  .  .  believe  that 
humankind  is  accountable  to  God  for 
faithfully  managing  the  affairs  of  that 
one  household.”  The  task  force  is  made 
up  of  two  dozen  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  groups. 

Saying  the  question  of  economics  is 
“how  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
household,”  Mr.  Kittlaus  added  in  a 


prepared  statement  that  the  groups  are 
“deeply  interested  in  the  IMF  because 
the  fund  significantly  affects  the  world’s 
answer  to  that  central  moral  question.” 

He  said  the  groups  oppose  the  proposed 
quota  increase  for  the  IMF  because 
"there  is  no  evidence  that  the  IMF  needs 
the  increase.”  But,  he  added  that  if 
Congress  disagrees,  it  should  at  least 
make  the  increase  “contingent”  upon 
reforms. 

“The  IMF  must  take  a  much  more 
holistic,  global,  balanced  and  humane 
approach”  to  the  problems  of  developing 
nations,”  Mr.  Kittlaus  said.  As  one 


example,  he  criticized  IMF  policies 
which  he  said  encourage  countries  to 
“pursue  development  strategies  that 
rely  on  foreign  markets  rather  than  on  a 
strengthened  domestic  market.”  In 
addition,  he  said,  “The  monetary  and 
fiscal  policies  imposed  by  the  fund 
frequently  make  operating  capital 
inaccessible  to  small  business  operators 
and  farmers,  leading  to  higher 
unemployment  and  reduced  food 
production.” 

Conservatives  oppose  “bail-out” 

Also  at  the  press  conference,  held  at 
the  United  Methodist  building  on  Capitol 
Hill,  was  Howard  Phillips  of  the 
Conservative  Caucus,  who  called  the 
proposed  increase  a  “planned  bail-out  of 
the  nation’s  biggest  banks,  banks  that 
have  siphoned  billions  to  insolvent  Third 
World  and  communist  regimes  at  the 
expense  of  American  working  people.” 

Many  of  the  same  church 
representatives  calling  for  rejection  of 
the  increase  to  the  IMF  also  had  pressed 
the  House  subcommittee  to  approve  the 
amendment  barring  U.S.  aid  for  the 
IMF  to  South  Africa  because  of  its 
“apartheid”  policies. 


“Humankind  is  acccountable  to  God 
for  faithful  management.  .  .” 


Call  on  domestic  hunger ,  economic  crisis 


Bishops  urge  members  to  act 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (UMNS)  - 
United  Methodists  are  being  asked  by 
their  episcopal  leaders  to  study  “the 
increasing  contrast  between  those  who 
live  in  affluence  and  those  experiencing 
widespread  deprivation,  hunger, 
unemployment  and  human  despair.” 

In  a  13-page  “Call  to  the  Churches  on 
Domestic  Hunger  and  the  Economic 
Crisis,”  adopted  here  May  5,  the  bishops 
urged  church  members  to  go  beyond 
study  to  action; 

Churches  were  asked  to  “care  for  the 
needs  of  the  neighbor  in  this  critical  time 
with  a  sense  of  justice,  compassion, 
understanding  and  God’s  presence.” 

The  call  to  the  churches  was  prepared 
by  a  committee  of  bishops  chaired  by 
Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  Detroit.  The 
first  draft  was  introduced  to  the  bishops 
at  their  November,  1982,  meeting  in 
Birmingham.  The  second  draft  was 
adopted  unanimously  here  with  no 
debate. 

Information  is  included  on  social  and 
economic  trends  which  raise  ethical 

Finance  unit 
adopts  goals 
for  ’85-88 

SKOKIE,  Ill.  (UMNS)  —  Dimensions 
of  the  askings  for  United  Methodism’s 
basic  national  and  worldwide  activities 
in  the  1985-88  quadrennium  began  to  take 
shape  here  last  week. 

The  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
approved  for  submission  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  a  projected  increase 
in  the  basic  program  fund,  known  as 
World  Service,  totaling  about  29  percent 
more  for  the  four  years  than  for  the 
comparable  1981-84  totals. 

Set  on  a  graduated  annual  scale,  the 
1985  projection  of  $35.3  million  is  nine 
percent  above  the  1984  figure  of  about  $32 
million.  The  increase  for  1986  was  put  at 
six  percent  above  1985,  with  additional 
boosts  of  seven  percent  in  1987  and  five 
percent  in  1988. 

Within  the  proposed  World  Service 
total,  the  council  also  set  the  amount  to 
be  divided  among  the  seven  program 
agencies  of  the  denomination. 

This  sum  includes  almost  $27.8  million 
in  1985;  $29.4  million  in  1986;  $31.5  million 
in  1987;  and  $33  million  in  1988.  The 
annual  percentage  averages  are  the 
same  as  those  for  the  entire  World 
Service  askings. 

Under  church  law,  the  specific 
allocations  to  each  of  the  seven  program 
agencies  will  be  developed  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM), 
in  cooperation  with  GCFA. 

The  four-year  allocation  for  the  seven 
program  units  is  almost  $122.4  million  or 
about  $26.5  million  more  than  during 
1981-84.  The  total  is  considerably  below 
what  the  agencies  had  requested  during 
preliminary  budget  hearings. 

For  1985  alone,  the  total  sought  was  $35 
million,  or  about  $7.2  million  more  than 
the  actual  allocation.  GCOM  had 
recommended  a  1985  total  of  just  under 
$30  million. 

“We  must  serve  as  a  buffer  between 
the  dreams  of  the  agencies  and  the 
(financial  capability  of)  local  churches,” 
said  the  Rev.  J.  Clair  Jarvis,  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  who  chaired  the  task  force  that 
developed  the  allocations. 

Dr.  Jarvis  said  the  recommendations 
were  made  in  light  of  extensive  surveys 
of  local  church  and  denominational 
leaders,  detailed  requests  from  the 
agencies,  and  a  variety  of  economic 
forecasts. 

Deferred  until  the  GCFA  meeting  in 
late  November  was  action  on  a  number 
of  other  major  funding  requests.  These 
include  a  proposed  $10  million  annually 
for  a  missional  priority,  and  almost  $5 
million  annually  for  development  of  a 
television  and  telecommunications 
ministry  for  the  denomination. 

All  the  financial  recommendations  will 
go  to  the  1984  General  Conference 
opening  May  1  in  Baltimore. 


issues  for  the  church.  Recommendations 
are  included  for  “appropriate 
responses”  from  the  church  to  the  crisis 
including  direct  services  to  the 
distressed  and  advocacy  for  public 


policies  which  benefit  the  hungry  and  the 
unemployed. 

The  paper  answers  that  a  full  em¬ 
ployment  policy  could  resolve  much 
of  the  strain  and  pain  being  felt  in 
families  throughout  the  nation. 
Unemployment  is  cited  as  the  basic 
cause  of  hunger  even  though  there  is  no 
shortage  of  food.  The  document  notes 
that  farmers  have  received  the  lowest 
farm  prices  since  1933  (when  adjusted 
for  inflation). 

The  bishops  expressed  concern  over 
public  policies  which  fail  to  adequately 
fund  social  services.  “The  unemployed 
worker  and  the  one  out  of  seven  persons 
dependent  upon  public  assistance  are 
caught  up  in  the  grip  of  a  public  policy 


which  transfers  benefits  to  the  rich  at  the 
expenses  of  the  poor,  particularly  the 
working  poor,”  the  document  asserts. 

The  fairness  of  federal  tax  policies  is 
questioned,  “especially  when  the  respon¬ 


sibility  for  the  raising  of  tax  revenues 
has  been  shifted  more  and  more  onto  the 
budgets  of  the  lower  and  middle-income 
families.” 

The  paper  gives  statistics  on  military 
spending  and  suggests  that  world-wide 
recessions  are  positively  correlated  with 
the  increasing  national  and  world 
investment  in  armaments. 

Recommendations  for  collective  action 
are  given  under  the  following  headings: 
constituency  education;  direct  services 
to  human  need;  community  organizing/- 
communijty  development;  community 
economic  development;  public  policy 
advocacy;  study  of  economy;  corporate 
responsibility  actions;  global  connection- 
alism;  funding  hunger/economic  crisis 


programs;  Christian  values  and 
responsible  living. 

United  Methodists  are  called  to  be 
advocates  of  those  “who  suffer  unfairly 
from  the  economic  crisis”  and  to  provide 
“pastoral  presence  for  persons  and 
families  in  the  midst  of  crisis.” 
Continued  support  for  church-related 
agencies  already  at  work  in  the  area  is 
encouraged. 

"We  must  impact  social  and  political 
systems  that  alone  can  create  a  new 
climate  in  which  all  persons  prosper 
from  productive  employment  in  a 
peacetime  economy,”  the  statement 
declares. 

In  conclusion,  the  bishops  say  none  of 
the  recommended  responses  will  happen 
without  a  “vision  of  the  future  —  the 
hoped  for  day  of  the  Kingdom,  of  Shalom, 
of  peace  and  justice  to  which  Jesus 
Christ  calls  us.” 

The  bishops  will  send  copies  of  the 
document  to  all  pastors.  They  will  ask 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  help  implement  the  call. 

There  are  45  active  bishops  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  and  14 
bishops  in  Central  (overseas) 
conferences  who  may  speak  and  vote  in 
council  sessions.  The  council  also 
includes  49  retired  bishops  who  iftay 
speak  but  may  not  vote. 


SOUTHERN  METHODIST  UNIVERSITY 


PERKINS 

SCHOOLOF  THEOLOGY 

PRACTICAL*  BALANCED*  DIVERSE 


Revised  Curriculum 
Features 

•  Comprehensive  introduction 
to  ministry 

•  Integrated  study  of  the  whole 
Bible 

•  Interethnic  Experience 

•  Academic  excellence 

•  Theology  and  Ethics 

•  History  of  Christianity  and 
Religions 

•  Ministry  and  Spiritual 
Formation 

•  Biblical  studies 

•  Internship  Program 

"The  Perkins  tradition 
continues  as  we  introduce  a 
revised  curriculum  based  on 
the  strength  of  the  past " 

Perkins/SMU  Offers 
Variety  of  Degrees 

•  Master  of  Divinity 

—  basic  for  ministry 

•  Master  of  Religious  Education 

—  for  professionals 

•  Master  of  Theological  Studies 

—  for  nonordained  leaders 

•  Doctor  of  Ministry 

—  for  advanced  ministry 
studies 


Kay  Moffitt  and  Wally  Williams  attend 
closely  to  a  classroom  lecture,  a  crucial 
characteristic  of  seminary  life 


Dr  Schubert  Ogden,  Professor  of 
Systematic  Theology,  represents  the 
academic  excellence  characteristic  of 
Perkins  studies 


•  Master  of  Sacred  Music 

—  for  music  leaders 

•  Master  of  Arts 
Doctor  of  Philosophy 

—  for  scholar-teachers 

Continue  to  Minister 

Your  stipport  contributes  to 
the  continuation  of  ministry  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church, 
for  the  varieties  of  ministries  of 
specialized  nature,  and  for  your 
own  local  church 
Your  gifts  to  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  (M.E.F.) 
through  your  local  church 
support  the  future  of  the 
ministry  through  the  United 
Methodist  seminaries  and  your 
Annual  Conference  program  of 
continuing  educatidn 

Individual  gifts  for  student 
aid  and  for  other  seminary 
needs  may  be  sent  directly 
Your  gifts  join  with  the 
spiritCial  gifts  of  Christ 

for  the  equipment  of  the 
saints,  for  the  work  of  ministry, 
for  building  up  the  body  of 
Christ  ,  "  (Ephesians  4  12) 


Practical 

Unique  linkage  through 
internship  in  a  local  church 
involves  students  with  both  lay 
and  ministerial  leaders  in 
practical  preparation  of  the 
whole  church  for  ministry. 

Balanced 

Studies  at  Perkins  integrate 
academic  excellence  with 
practical  reflection  on  the 
church's  ministry  and  mission. 

Diverse 

A  national  presence  in  a 
Southwest  setting,  Perkins 
attracts  an  inclusive  body  of 
ethnic,  cultural,  sex,  and  age 
varieties  that  enriches  students 
and  faculty  for  effective 
ministry 

New  Perkins  Courses 
Change  Shape  of 
Ministerial  Training 

Introduction  to  Ministry. 
Interpretation  of  the  Bible,  and 
a  required  Interethnic 
Experience  are  new  segments 
of  the  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
curriculum  for  basic  ministerial 
training  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  beginning  in  the  Fall. 
1983 


Inquiries,  Suggestions, 
Questions 

For  information,  write  or  call 
Dean  lames  E.  Kirby 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 
Dallas.  Texas  75275 
Phone;  (214)  692-2222. 


“Care  for  the  needs  of  the  neighbor 
in  this  critical  time  with  a  sense  of 
justice,  compassion,  understanding 
and  of  God’s  presence” 
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Elders 9  Deacons  to  Receive  Orders 


Five  probationary  members  will 
receive  elders  orders  and  five 
ministerial  students  will  receive  deacons 
orders  at  Annual  Conference  in  June  at 
Shreveport. 

The  candidates  will  receive  the  orders 
at  the  Service  of  Ordination  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
June  7. 

Candidates  for  full  membership  and 
elder’s  orders  are  presently  deacons  with 
probationary  membership  appointments 
in  the  conference. 

Included  in  the  candidates  for  elder 
are:  Carolyn  Pullen  Brannon,  C.  Jeffrey 
Duke,  Linn  Caraway  Richardson,  John 
Greene  Whitley,  and  William  Harry 
Willis. 

CAROLYN  PULLEN  BRANNON 
Born:  December  1, 1945 
Home  Church:  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles 

•  Education:  Ohio  University,  Scarritt 
College  —  Master  of  Arts;  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  —  Master  of 
Theology 

Ordained  Deacon:  1979 
Probationary  Member:  1979 
Widow 

Child:  Michael  Mark  Brannon 
Hobby:  Sewing 

Appointment:  Assoc.  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge 

District:  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
C.  JEFFREY  DUKE 
Born:  August  1, 1954 
Home  Church:  First  UMC,  Lafayette, 
La. 

Education:  Centenary,  BA,  Iliff  School 
of  Theology  —  Master  of  Divinity 
and  Master  of  Art  in  Religion 
Ordained  Deacon:  1979 
Probationary  Member:  1979 
Wife:  Barbara  S.  Duke 
Hobby :  Oil  Painting 
Appointment:  Assoc.  First  UMC^ 
Monroe,  L,a. 

District  r  Monroe  — 

LINN  CARAWAY  RICHARDSON 
Born :  July  7, 1949 

Home  Church:  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Monroe,  La. 

Education:  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University,  BA,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Master  of  Divinity 
Ordained  Deacon:  1979 
Probationary  Member:  1979 
Husband:  James  A.  Richardson,  Jr. 
Appointment:  Director  of  Recruitment 
and  Admissions,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU 
District:  Shreveport 
JOHN  GREENE  WHITLEY 
Born:  November  12, 1943 
Home  Church:  St.  Stephen’s  UMC, 
Bossier  City 

Education:  University  of  Alabama, 
BS,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Ordained  Deacon :  1980 
Probationary  Member:  1980 
Wife:  Sylvia 

Children:  Sean  and  Claire 
Appointment:  Assoc.  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 

District:  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
WILLIAM  HARRY  WILLIS 
Born:  January  25, 1952 
Home  Church:  St.  Luke’s  UMC, 
Shreveport 

Education:  Northeast  La.  Univ.  BS; 
M.  Ed.,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Master  of  Divinity 
Ordained  Deacon :  1980 
Probationary  Member:  1980 
Wife:  Judy 

Children:  Ginny  and  Charlotte 
Hobby:  Water  Skiing,  etc. 

Appointment:  Associate,  First  UMC, 
Minden 

District:  Ruston 


Candidates  for  probationary  mem¬ 
bership  and  deacon’s  orders  include 
Louis  Augustine  III,  David  Frank 
Fortuna,  Curtis  Johnson,  Heide  Kriner, 
and  Mary  Eva  Cassondra  Sloan. 

LOUIS  AUGUSTINE  III 
Born :  September  30, 1949 
Home  Church:  Thompson  UMC,  New 
Orleans 

Education:  Southern  Univ.  in  New 
Orleans,  B.A.,  Attending  Gammon 
Theo.  Seminary 
Wife:  Patricia  Ann 
Children:  August,  Louis  IV,  Kirsten 
Hobby:  Billiards 
District:  New  Orleans-Slidell 

DAVID  FRANK  FORTUNA 
Born:  December  12, 1950 
Home  Church:  First  UMC, 
Natchitoches 

Education:  Louisiana  Tech;  B.A., 
Attending  Candler  School  of 
Theology 
Wife:  Annette 
Children:  Misty  and  Windy 
Hobby:  Woodworking 
District:  Alexandria 

CURTIS  JOHNSON 
Born:  September 7, 1935 
Home  Church:  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Education:  Southern  Univ.,  Baton 
Rouge,  B.S.;  Louisiana  State 
Univ.,  Baton  Rouge,  M.S.W.; 
Attending  Perkins  School  of 
Theology 
Wife:  Willie  Nell 
Children:  Rose  and  Cartina 
Hobby :  Golf 

District:  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

HEIDE  KRINER 
Born:  June 28, 1949 
Home  Church:  St.  Timothy 
Education:  Florida  State  University, 
B.A.,  Attending  Candler  School  of 

_ Theology 

Divorced 
Child:  Beth 

Hobby:  Sewing/Quilting 
District:  New  Orleans-Slidell 

MARY  EVA  CASSONDRA  SLOAN 
Born:  January  7, 1952 
Home  Church:  St.  Mark’s,  New 
Orleans 

Education:  University  of  Missouri, 
B.S.;  Attending  Perkins  School  of 
Theology 
Single 

Hobby:  Travel 
District:  New  Orleans-Slidell 
Candidates  for  probationary 
membership  previously  ordained  include 
Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.,  Judy  Edwards 
Nelson  and  Charles  B.  Roper. 

FRED  B.  MOORE,  JR. 

Born:  November  29, 1927 
Home  Church:  Faith  Baptist,  Baker, 
La. 

Education:  L.S.U.,  Baton  Rouge,  B.S.; 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary; 
M.  Div. 

Wife:  Betty 

Children:  Danny,  Deborah,  Samuel 
Hobby:  Reading 

Appointment:  Glenmora,  Fellowship, 
Forest  Hill,  Melder 
District:  Alexandria 

JUDY  EDWARDS  NELSON 
Born:  July  7, 1941 

Home  Church:  St.  Charles  Ave.  Baptist 
Church,  New  Orleans. 

Education:  West  Texas  State  Univ. 
B.S.;  Pepperdine  University,  M.A. 
—  Religion;  Attending  New 
Orleans  Baptist  Seminary 
Divorced 


Four  Retirement  Homes  To  Be  Dedicated 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  pre¬ 
side  at  the  Dedication  Service  of  three 
retirement  homes  in  Bossier  City  on 
Sunday,  June  5.  Open  House  will  be  from 
2:00  to  4:00  p.m.  with  the  Act  of  Dedica¬ 
tion  at  3:00  p.m.  The  homes  are  located 
in  Golden  Meadows  subdivision  on  East 
Meadow  Drive:  5520  —  Mrs.  P.  M. 
Caraway;  5518  —  Mrs.  Emmett  McKay; 


5522  —  Mrs.  Leon  Scott  and  Larry. 

On  June  12,  Bishop  Shamblin  will  pre¬ 
side  at  the  dedication  of  the  retirement 
home  in  Lafayette.  The  home  is  located 
at  161  Emerite  Drive.  Open  House  will 
be  from  3/00  to  5:00  p.m.  with  the  Act 
of  Dedication  at  4:00  p.m.  Mrs.  Janelle 
McCammon  is  living  in  the  home. 

The  public  is  invited  to  both  services. 


Children:  Jonathan  and  Vanessa 
Hobby:  Reading 

Appointment:  Assoc.  Chaplain, 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital 

District:  New  Orleans-Slidell 

CHARLES  B.  ROPER 
Born:  May  5, 1938 

Home  Church:  First  Baptist, 
Fairview,  Illinois 

Education:  Louisiana  College,  B.A.; 
Southwestern  Baptist  Seminary, 
M.  Div.;  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  M.A. 

Wife:  Eileen 

Children:  William,  Paula,  Nancy 
Hobby:  Fishing 
Appointment:  Benton 
District:  Shreveport 


Carolyn  Pullen  Brannon 


C.  Jeffrey  Duke 


Louis  Augustine  Ill 


Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr. 


Heide  Kriner 


Mary  Eva  Cassondra  Sloan 


Linn  Caraway  Richardson 


David  Frank  F ortuna 


Judy  Edwards  Nelson 


United  Methodist  Communications,  a  national  agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  presents 
the  following  programs  each  Sunday  on  Satcom3  Channel  18. 


Journeys  —  Into  the  Bible  Journey  In  Christian  Growth 


6-6:30  p.m. 

The  Shape  of  Mark’s  Gospel 

Edward  Bauman 

May  29 

6:30-7:00  p.m. 

Games 

Learning  To  Live  Series 

The  Beginning  of  Mark’s  Gospel 
Edward  Bauman 

June  5 

Acquiring  Life  Scripts 

Learning  To  Live  Series 

Portrait  of  Jesus  in  Mark’s  Gospel 
Edward  Bauman 

June  12 

Changing  Life  Scripts 

Learning  To  Live  Series 

The  Crucifixion  in  Mark’s  Gospel 
Edward  Bauman 

June  19 

The  Volunteer  Teacher 

The  Other  School  System 

The  Resurrection  in  Mark’s  Gospel 
Edward  Bauman 

June  26 

Children  as  Learners 

The  Other  School  System 

The  Shape  of  Luke’s  Gospel 

Edward  Bauman 

July  3 

Setting,  Learning  Environments 
The  Other  School  System 

The  Beginning  of  Luke’s  Gospel 

Edward  Bauman 

July  10 

Story  Telling 

The  Other  School  System 

Portrait  of  Jesus  in  Luke’s  Gospel 
Edward  Bauman 

July  17 

Learning  Centers 

The  Other  School  System 

The  Crucifixion  in  Luke’s  Gospel 
Edward  Bauman 

July  24 

Group  Communication 

The  Other  School  System 
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International  Lesson  Series 


By  DR.  AL  BERT  TICKETT 

Paul  In  Rome 

Lesson  for  May  29, 1983 
Acts  28: 11-23 

This  is  the  last  in  a  thirteen-week 
series  of  lessons  on  the  Book  of  Acts  and 
deals  with  Paul  in  Rome. 

Paul  was  imprisoned  because  the  Jews 
insisted  that  he  be  punished.  Paul,  a 
Roman  citizen  finally  appealed  to  Caesar 
when  the  pressures  in  Jerusalem 
indicated  that  there  was  no  other  solution 
to  his  situation.  To  be  heard  by  Caesar, 
he  was  taken  under  guard  to  Rome  and 
kept  under  house  arrest.  All  along  the 
Romans  could  find  nothing  criminal  in 
Paul’s  actions  but  the  Jews  kept  insisting 
on  punishment. 

Paul  called  together  the  local  Jewish 
leaders  and  told  them  that  he  had  done 
nothing  against  them  or  the  Jewish 
people  and  that,  even  when  the  Romans 
took  him  into  custody,  the  authorities 
could  find  no  punishable  offense.  Still  the 
Jewish  leaders  had  insisted  on 
punishment,  if  possible,  death. 

Continuing,  Paul  said  these  very 
powerful  words,  “For  this  reason  I  have 
asked  to  see  you  and  speak  with  you  since 
it  is  because  of  the  hope  of  Israel  that  I 
am  bound  with  this  chain.”  .  .the  hope 
of  Israel  ...”  What  a  powerful 
description  of  the  Messiah,  Christ  Jesus ! 

How  easy  it  is  to  overlook  or  ignore 
God  in  our  world  and  in  our  midst !  How 
easy  it  is  to  ignore  or  to  mistake  God’s 
will  for  our  lives  as  we  try  or  pretend  to 
be  Christian! 

In  my  opinion,  Dr.  Carter  has  given  a 
beautiful  exposition  in  this  series.  He  has 
given  us  not  only  historical  backgrounds 
but  modern  applications  as  well.  In  this 
lesson,  he  deals  strongly  with  the 
responsibility  we  Christians  have  of 
continuing  to  grow  and  serve  as  we  seek 
to  know  God’s  will. 

What  is  the  will  of  God  for  my  life?  For 
the  lives  of  those  persons  closest  to  me? 
Dr.  Carter  refers  to  Leslie 
Weatherhead's  book  The  Will  of  God 
(Abingdon,  1975)  and  calls  attention  to 
Weatherhead’s  explanation  of  God’s  will 


—  intentional,  circumstantial,  and 
ultimate.  And  we  can  readily  admit  that 
most  of  our  trouble  in  understanding  and 
accepting  God’s  will  comes  in  the  area  of 
circumstantial  will  —  what  God  wants  to 
happen  under  present  conditions.  Paul 
must  have  understood  that  God  did  not 
necessarily  cause  problems  to  appear 
but  could  always  work  for  good  in  and 
through  these  problems. 

Paul’s  life  was  filled  with  massive 
road-blocks,  tremendous  obstacles.  Had 
he  thrown  up  his  hands  in  surrender  and 
been  willing  to  give  up  on  the  better  way 
of  life,  he  would  not  have  been  the  great 
evangelist  he  was.  Imprisonment, 
shipwreck,  abuse,  ridicule  and  much 
more  crowded  in  on  Paul’s  expansive 
spirit.  But  he  held  fast  to  his  course  and 
let  God  work  in  and  through  the 
vicissitudes  of  his  life.  Had  he  not  been 
imprisoned  in  Rome,  he  would  never 
have  fulfilled  his  ministry  for  in  and 
through  the  experiences  of  imprisonment 
God  worked  for  good. 

Points  for  us  to  ponder  in  our  time  and 
situation  certainly  include  (as  Dr.  Carter 
gives  them):  What  do  you  think  is  God’s 
purpose  for  your  life?  What  did  you  do  if, 
at  a  particular  time,  God’s  will  was  not 
clear  to  you?  Have  you  found  God’s  will 
clearer  in  some  past  moment  than  you 
find  it  now?  How  does  this  affect  your 
thoughts  and  actions  today? 

God  does  make  His  will  known  to  each 
of  us  and  He  provides  us  with  the 
capability  of  fulfilling  His  will.  But,  even 
when  we  cannot  clearly  understand  His 
purpose,  we  must  keep  on  doing  the  best 
we  know,  listening  all  the  time  for  His 
guidance  and  directions  for  living 
Christian  lives.  We  must  “press  on 
toward  the  goal  for  the  prize  of  the 
upward  call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.” 
(Philippians3:14) 

The  question  we  Christians  must 
answer  to  is  not,  “Why  has  this  happened 
to  me?”  but  rather,  "How  can  I  use  and 
work  through  what  has  happened  to  me 
to  fulfill  God's  purpose  for  my  being?” 
May  God  bless  you  in  your  answer  to  this 
question. 


. Editorial . . 

Christians  should  trust  work  and 
God’s  grace,  not  ‘sweepstakes’  luck 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


P£Ofl£  CLAIM 
THAT  TAIXIMCj  TO 
PLAHK  MAkB  THEM 
6ROH 


You  have  probably  learned  recently, 
simply  by  opening  your  family’s  mail, 
the  “good  news”  that  YOU  may  already 
have  won  $50,000,  or  some  equally  fan¬ 
tastic  prize,  by  way  of  this  year’s 
“sweepstakes.” 

One  typical  announcement  reads: 
"Think  of  the  look  on  the  face  of  your 
neighbors  if  you  drove  down  your  street 
in  a  brand-new  luxury  car  —  a  car  you 
paid  for  in  cash.  Or  how  would  you  like 
an  around-the-world  vacation  with  stops 
at  the  exciting  resorts  in  Europe  and 
your  pockets  bulging  with  money?’’ 

So  goes  the  projected  good  fortune 
for  millions  of  persons  each  year  who  are 
told  they  need  only  to  mail  in  their  “com¬ 
puterized”  sweepstakes  cards.  Not  coin¬ 
cidentally  those  invited  to  enter  the 
giveaway  are  also  invited  to  subscribe  to 
the  magazine  which  sponsors  it. 

Businesses  have  the  right,  of  course,  to 
promote  their  products  through  any 
means  they  choose  so  long  as  it  is  legai.  A 
segment  of  the  publishing  industry  has 
used  the  “sweepstakes”  format  with 
great  success  for  several  years,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  second-guess  their 
judgment  on  strictly  business  grounds. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  consider 
blatant  appeals  to  the  seamier  side  of 
human  nature  —  to  greed  and  the 
smugness  which  good  fortune  tempts  us 
to  feel  —  grossly  offensive.  This 
technique  exploits  and  encourages  a 
“get-something-for-nothing”  mindset 
which  is  at  odds  with  Christian  teaching. 
It  holds  up  a  model  of  the  "good  life”  that 
is  oriented  toward  conspicuous  consump¬ 
tion,  rather  than  responsible  stewardship 
of  such  wealth  as  may  be  entrusted  to  our 
care. 

Such  promotional  schemes  are  harm¬ 
less  only  if  we  can  assume  they  have  no 
effect  upon  the  persons  they  touch.  We 
don’t  consider  that  a  valid  assumption. 
For  example,  persons  who  wouldn’t  think 
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of  betting  at  a  racetrack,  purchasing  a 
state  lottery  ticket,  or  even  taking  a 
chance  in  the  football  pool  at  the  office, 
often  think  nothing  of  succumbing  to  the 
"get-rich-quick”  opportunity  so  con¬ 
veniently  received  by  mail,  and  just  as 
conveniently  returned. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  most 
honest  and  sensible  of  persons  may  be 
aroused  by  unrealistic  hopes  for  instant 
luxury  or  material  security.  The  odds 
may  be  9,900,000  to  1,  for  example,  against 
winning  the  Grand  Prize.  “But  never 
mind  the  odds,”  you  are  led  to  reason. 
“Someone’s  going  to  win;  why  not  me?” 
It’s  so  innocent,  so  easy.  This  same,  in¬ 
sidious  kind  of  reasoning  leads  thousands 
of  persons  to  engage  in  other  “innocent, 
victimless"  forms  of  gambling  ranging 
from  bingo  to  bowl  game  point-spreads. 

Gambling  at  any  level  is  never  really 
“innocent."  It  can  become  as  addictive 
for  some  persons  as  alcohol,  and  can 
produce  such  dire  results  as  destitute 
families  and  involvement  with  organized 
crime.  Even  the  “play-from-your-own- 
home  sweepstakes"  appeal  to  our  fan¬ 
tasies  and  tempt  us  to  place  our  faith  in 
possessions,  or  in  luck,  rather  than  in 
God. 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  consider 
whether  our  participation  in  games  of 
chance,  including  ‘‘sweepstakes’’ 
schemes,  can  ever  be  consistent  with 
Christian  principles.  We  need  also  to  con¬ 
sider  whether,  and  how,  such  par¬ 
ticipation  poses  a  threat  to  spiritual  and 
moral  health  —  both  of  ourselves  and 
others. 

As  we  place  such  “get  rich  quick” 
come-ons  in  the  trash  can,  we  should 
recall  that  in  most  cases  —  perhaps 
9,899,999  of  9,900,000  —  we  must  work  for 
such  good  fortune  as  comes  our  way,  and 
that  our  only  sure  and  lasting  security  is 
that  which  we  receive  through  the  grace 
of  (^od. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Church  leaders  should 
inspire  trust ,  not  suspicion 


is 


BUT  1  PO  ONE 
THEM  AUTTiE 
PEP  TALK 
MOW  AMP  TU£N 


By ALNITA  N. DYALL 

This  is  something  of  an  open  letter  to 
and  about  the  leaders  of  our  church. 

The  people  involved  in  the  executive 
arms  of  our  denominations  tend  to  be 
sincere,  earnest,  high-minded  —  and 
very  hurt  that  we,  the  grass-roots 
members,  seem  to  impugn  their  motives. 
They  interpret  differing  definitions  of, 
for  example,  “justice,”  and  differing 
opinions  about  methods  of  achieving  it, 
as  inconceivable  for  “proper  Christians.” 

Although  we  are  permitted  pluralism 
in  theology,  apparently  we  are  not  per¬ 
mitted  pluralism  in  sociology.  There  are 
even  hints  that  the  questionings  of 
ordinary  churchgoers  look,  to  those 
being  questioned  like  rebellion,  fragmen¬ 
tation  of  the  “connection”  —  Protes¬ 
tantism,  in  short!  Horrors! 

If  such  executives  will  try  to  listen 
patiently,  I  would  like  to  explain  what  is 
going  on. 

First,  they  should  not  take  all  of  these 
suspicions  personally.  There  has  been  a 
growing  Crisis  of  Authority  for  the  past 

My  Witness 


15  or  20  years.  Nobody  with  power  is 
trusted,  from  the  Secretary  General  of 
the  United  Nations  to  the  policeman  on 
the  beat.  Given  the  present  psychological 
climate,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  U.S. 
President,  or  other  person  sitting  “where 
the  buck  stops,”  can  be  elected  to  a 
second  term. 

This  ’  is  not  because  Authority  is 
necessarily  considered  to  be  wicked,  but 
because  it  is  feared  to  be  stupid.  My 
personal  disillusionment  came  when  I 
realized  that  usually  congressmen  and 
bishops  were  no  smarter  than  I,  and 
often  they  were  not  as  smart.  Politicians 
cannot  see  any  further  ahead  than  two 
years  maximum.  Church  leaders  seem 
woefully  ignorant  of  the  matters  upon 
which  they  make  weighty  pronounce¬ 
ments;  at  least  they  do  not  seem  to  be 
dealing  with  the  same  facts  I  observe. 

It  is  possible  that  Authority  never  was 
so  good  and  wise;  but  I  —  Mr.  Everyman 
and  Mrs.  Everywoman  —  only  recently 
started  to  notice  it.  It  is  also  quite 
possible  that  I  have  swung  too  far  in  the 
other  direction  of  misjudgment,  and 


Understanding  of  our  6 tunnel  vision  ’ 
needed  for  full  Christian  awareness 


By  JO  BLOUl\ 

Due  to  his  recent  stroke  my  dad  has  no 
peripheral  vision  in  his  left  eye.  He,  and 
we,  have  been  assured  that  this  may  be 
temporary.  Duration  of  the  condition  not¬ 
withstanding,  the  condition  exists  now.  A 
loss  of  peripheral  vision  does  not  affect 
how  well  you  see  what  you  look  at  (focus 
on);  however,  you  have  only  a  very 
narrow  field  of  view,  as  if  you  were 
looking  through  a  tube. 


This  must  be  a  very  strange  condition, 
for  Daddy  has  no  awareness  of  not  seeing 
as  wide  a  field  as  formerly.  His  “good” 
eye  is  his  left  eye  —  he’s  known  that  for 
years.  He  sees  well  out  of  his  left  eye  now 
—  he  experiences  that.  All  of  the  testing 
the  doctors  have  done  (“Tell  me  when 
you  see  my  fingers  moving”)  has  done 
little  to  change  Daddy’s  opinion  that  his 
sight  is  as  good  as  before  the  stroke. 

The  minor  loss  of  faculty  seems  to  be 


Nominees’  views  should  be  known 


To  the  Editor: 

In  a  few  weeks  the  annual  conferences 
of  our  United  Methodist  Church  are  going 
to  elect  delegates  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

Many  persons  think  the  election 
process  is  seriously  flawed  by  its  lack  of 
a  comprehensive  way  by  which  annual 
conference  members  can  ascertain  how 
the  nominees  stand  on  issues  that  will 
come  before  General  Conference. 

I  think  there  are  many  other  persons, 
like  myself,  who  would  like  to  know 
where  the  nominees  stand  on:  -  ^  ' 

(1)  proposed  changes  in  the  Discipline 
'to  allow  general  church  agencies  to 

spend  funds  to  promote  homosexuality 
(see  UMR,  April  22) ; 

(2)  the  investment  of  pension  funds  for 
church  extension ; 

(3)  the  missional  priority  or  priorities 
to  be  established  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

A  helpful  alternative  would  be  for 
each  annual  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter  to  ask  the  nominees  to  give  a 
summary  statement  of  where  they  stand 
on  these  and  other  important  issues. 

An  open  and  comprehensive  way  of  know¬ 
ing  where  the  nominees  stand  on  major 
issues  is  basic  to  the  election  process. 
Russ  Stahley 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Did  CBGM 
do  its  homework? 

To  the  Editor: 

When  we  accepted  our  mandate  from 
the  1980  General  Conference,  the 
members  of  the  UM  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force  neither  sought  nor  expected 
conflict  with  other  United  Methodist 
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agencies.  As  chairperson  of  that  Task 
Force,  I  am  therefore  not  eager  to  become 
involved  in  controversy  with  one  of  our 
church’s  general  agencies.  Nevertheless, 
readers  may  appreciate  some  response 
to  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt’s  letter  in  the 
May  6  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

First,  we  believe  the  Task  Force  was 
entirely  proper  and  accurate  in  its  use  of 
data  from  the  survey  of  infant  feeding 
practices  in  United  Methodist-related 
hospitals.  We  initiated  the  survey  last 
summer,  urged  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  execute  it,  and  had  a  clear 
understanding  that  this  was  a 
cooperative  venture  and  that  we  would 
receive  and  use  the  results.  The  survey 
methodology  and  results  fully  warranted 
the  limited  conclusions  we  drew  from  it. 
The  main  conclusion  was  that  UM- 
related  hospitals  are  engaging  in  some 
practices  —  such  as  giving  free  formula 
to  mothers  upon  discharge  —  which  are 
contrary  to  the  WHO/UNICEF 
International  Code  of  Marketing  of 
Breast  Milk  Substitutes. 

We  did  not  allow  this  information  to 
surface  in  order  to  condemn  the 
hospitals,  but  rather  to  call  for  fairness. 
We  raised  the  question  whether  United 
Methodist  agencies  should  use  pressure 
tactics  —  like  a  boycott  —  against  a  com¬ 
pany  (Nestle)  that  may  well  be  in  better 
compliance  now  with  the  WHO/UNICEF 
code  than  our  own  hospitals  are. 

A  really  surprising  thing  about  Bishop 
DeWitt’s  letter  is  the  statement  that  “the 
World  Health  Organization’s  code  does 
not  specifically  apply  to  hospitals  but  is 
directed  to  marketers.”  As  the  Task 
Force  reads  the  code,  that  would  come  as 
news  to  the  World  Health  Organization! 
The  code  applies  to  marketers,  all  right. 
But  articles  6  and  7  of  the  code  also  deal 
specifically  with  health  care  systems  and 
health  workers. 

This  causes  me  to  wonder  whether  the 
President  of  our  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  may  not  be  relying 
too  much  upon  the  advice  of  staff  people 
who  may  not  have  done  their  homework. 
Readers  may  wish  to  bear  this  in  mind  in 
evaluating  the  assertion  that  the  board’s 
decision  to  continue  the  Nestle  boycott 
was  taken  “after  long  study.” 

Of  course,  the  Task  Force  does  not 
claim  infallibility  about  these  matters. 
But  we  have  felt  that  the  church  has  a 
very  important  responsibility  to  truth 
and  fairness  when  it  makes  use  of 
pressure  tactics  —  as  sometimes  it  must. 
In  light  of  the  important  changes  the 
Nestle  Company  has  made  in  its  infant 
formula  marketing,  largely  in  response 
to  dialogue  with  United  Methodism,  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  has 
recommended  that  United  Methodists  no 
longer  should  participate  in  the  Nestle 
boycott.  Our  Task  Force  has  pledged 
itself  to  continue  monitoring  the  process 
while  also  directing  its  attention  to  the 
American  companies  and  to  other  issues 
of  importance.  In  our  difficult  work  of 
relating  the  church  to  a  part  of  the 
corporate  world,  we  have  been  grateful 
for  the  sustaining  support  of  large 
numbers  of  United  Methodists. 

J.  Philip  Wogaman 

Washington,  D.C. 

Church  law 
change  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

An  article  in  the  April  22  issue  of  the 
Reporter  discusses  actions  taken 
recently  by  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The  board 
recommended  that  the  1984  General 
Conference  delete  a  paragraph  from 


church  law  that  prohibits  the  use  of 
denominational  funds  “to  promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

By  this  action,  the  board  seems  to  be 
suggesting  that  homosexuality  is 
acceptable  and  that  the  use  of  church 
funds  to  promote  its  acceptance  is  valid. 
I  don’t  understand  this.  The  Bible  is  very 
clear  in  stating  that  homosexual  acts  are 
sin  (“abomination”  in  the  Old 
Testament).  What  line  of  reasoning  did 
the  board  go  through  in  coming  to  their 
decision?  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
church  can’tmake  decisions  based  on  the 
Bible,  then  its  decisions  are  indefensible, 

I  am  glad  that  a  minority  report  is 
being  prepared  calling  for  retention  of 
the  paragraph  as  amended.  I  certainly 
hope  that  General  Conference  takes  a 
biblical  position  on  this  issue. 

Fred  E.  Kohl 
Moscow,  Idaho 

‘Pro-choice’  position 

misrepresented  by  reader 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  and  active 
member  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (not  of,  as  our  many  male  mem¬ 
bers  testify),  I  must  respond  to  a  recent 
letter  published  in  the  Reporter  from  a 
reader  who  claimed  that  NOW  had  spon¬ 
sored  a  survey  which  found  that  pro- 
Choice  advocates  are  more  likely  also  pro- 
death  penalty  (See  UMR,  March  18). 

Having  checked  with  our  national 
office  in  Washington,  D.C.,  I  confirmed 
what  I  had  suspected:  NOW  never  has 
sponsored  any  survey  on  this  question, 
and  had  not  heard  of  any  survey  which 
revealed  the  findings  to  which  the 
letter  writer  referred. 

As  an  aside,  while  I  do  not  have 
nationwide  statistics,  here  in  Arizona 
both  of  our  U.S.  Senators  (Goldwater  and 
DeConcini)  are  anti-Choice  and  yet  favor 
the  death  penalty.  This  is  also  the  case 
among  the  most  ardent  leaders  of  the  anti- 
Choice  crusade  in  our  state  legislature. 

Both  issues,  a  woman’s  right  to  choose 
abortion  and  the  death  penalty,  are 
among  the  most  emotion-charged  issues 
of  our  times.  There  are  dedicated,  moral, 
thoughtful  people  on  each  side  of  each 
issue,  both  Christians  and  members  of 
other  faiths.  Let  us  all  have  enough 
respect  for  those  with  whom  we  differ  not 
to  muddy  the  debate  with  inaccurate 
statements,  thereby  bearing  false 
witness  against  our  neighbors. 

Diane  Dittemore 
Tucson,  Arizona 

Discriminatory 
headline  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  incensed  over  your  discrimi¬ 
nation,  especially  since  it  appeared 
under  the  heading  “the  church  today.” 

I  am  referring  to  the  article  head¬ 
lined  “Black  clergywoman  to  head 
evangelism  unit,”  in  the  April  22  issue. 
What  point  were  you  making,  color  or 
woman?  In  the  same  section  the 
following  other  sub-heads  were  used: 
"New  director  named  for  UM  News 
Service”;  Duke  University  installs  new 
divinity  school  dean”  ,  “Health,  Welfare 
association  names  fulltime  director.”  I 
read  the  articles  and  learned  the 
positions  were  filled  by  men  but  I  do  not 
know  their  color.  Will  it  make  a  difference? 

I  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  Rev. 
Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  at  our  annual  confer¬ 
ence  in  1981.  She  is  a  dynamic,  spirit- 
filled  and  inspirational  speaker.  If  it  is  her 
desire  to  emphasize  “black  clergywomen” 
because  she  is  an  outstanding  role  model, 

I  respect  that  position.  However,  if  it  was 


the  intent  of  the  paper  to  draw  attention 
to  the  article,  then  I  submit  to  you  color 
and  women  are  not  to  be  discriminated 
against  in  “the  church  today.” 

Genevieve  Bantrell 
La  Habra,  California 

Mother’s  Day  flowers 
a  lovely  tradition 

To  the  Editor: 

What  has  happened  to  that  lovely  old 
tradition  of  wearing  flowers  to  church  on 
Mother’s  Day  —  a  red  flower  if  your 
mother  is  still  living  in  this  world,  or  a 
white  flower  if  your  mother  has  passed 
'  on  to  her  reward?  — 1  1 

My  wife  and  I  were  surprised  to  see  so 
few  flowers  for  mothers  this  year.  I  have 
been  working  overseas.  Have  the 
traditions  changed  that  much? 

Jack  O.  Duggan 
Houston,  Texas 

Language  Guidelines 

task  force  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  writing  on  behalf  of  the 
Administrative  Council  of  our  local 
church  to  commend  the  work  of  the  Task 
Force  on  Language  Guidelines  for  their 
study  of  and  suggestions  about  the 
language  in  our  curriculum,  liturgies,  ser¬ 
mons,  etc.  (see  UMR,  May  13  and  May  20). 

The  language  that  we  use  to  describe, 
or  to  address,  God  can  limit  God  to 
images  that  we  personally  feel 
“comfortable”  with,  or  it  can  be  used  to 
create  new,  loving  images  that  welcome 
and  include  people  who  have  had  reason 
to  feel  excluded. 

One  of  the  real  dangers  that  faces  the 
church  in  all  ages  is  that  the  form  of  our 
worship  (in  this  case,  its  language) 
might  impede  the  hearing  of  God’s 
message.  Jesus  came  to  question  the 
forms  of  religion  in  his  day.  We  should  be 
doing  the  same. 

We  applaud  the  signs  that  our  United 
Methodist  Church  is  capable  of 
examining  itself  and  its  language,  and 
look  forward  to  the  recommendations 
that  should  be  coming  forward  at 
General  Conference. 

Paul  Williamson  and  James  T.  Owens 
Vacaville,  California 

WCC  book  recommended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  tell  readers  about  a  book 
titled  “The  Genesis  and  Formation  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,”  published  in 
1982  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
150  Routedeferney,  1211  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land. 

Do  you  have  questions  about  what  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  is  like,  and 
where  it  came  from?  If  you  do,  this  book 
is  for  you.  It  will  help  clear  up  some  ques¬ 
tions  currently  making  the  rounds.  It  is 
written  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Visser ’t  Hooft,  who 
was  active  in  the  leadership  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  from  1933  to  1966.  It  identifies  the 
early  leaders  as  among  the  truly  great 
Christian  leaders  of  the  world,  such  as 
Archbishop  William  Temple,  Methodist 
John  R.  Mott,  Dr.  William  Adams  Brown, 
Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert,  and  Method¬ 
ist  Clarence  Tucker  Craig. 

The  book  reveals  the  long,  slow  and 
difficult  process  of  bringing  together  in 
one  cooperative  body  a  large  number  of 
the  divergent  Christian  churches  of  Africa, 
Asia,  Europe,  and  the  Americas.  The 
basic  message  of  the  volume  is  that  the 
World  Council  witnesses  to  our  oneness 
in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Master. 

Walter  N.  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


the  only  after-effect  of  the  stroke;  for 
that  we  are  most  grateful.  It  is  amusing, 
frustrating,  and  heart-rending  to  observe 
Daddy’s  learning  to  live  with  his  new 
situation. 

He  can’t  find  things  that  are  right 
beside  him.  He  can’t  see  anyone  standing 
to  his  left  until  he  focuses  his  eyes  on 
their  exact  location.  He  neglects  to  eat 
food  on  the  left  side  of  his  plate.  He,  who 
has  always  done  almost  all  the  driving, 
cannot  drive.  Clothes  get  put  on  wrong- 
side-out,  or  backwards,  or  both. 

Recently,  as  I  listened  to  a  discussion 
of  Christian  political  responsibility,  it 
occurred  to  me  how  similar  I  am  to 
Daddy.  I  can  see;  I  know  1  can;  yet  I 
don’t,  and  can’t  fully  comprehend  how 
much  I’m  not  seeing.  I  see  my  own 
situation  and  know  my  own  problems.  I 
neglect  to  see  the  situations  of  those 
whose  lives  are  impacted  by  my  own. 

My  Christian  responsibility  is  to  act  out 
of  an  intellectual  awareness  of  my  tunnel 
vision,  and  not  to  wait  for  experiential 
witness. 

I  yearn  to  continue  in  unawareness 
(such  “ignorance  is  bliss”).  I  feel 
powerless  to  change  the  system.  I  see 
myself  as  victim  rather  than  oppressor.  I 
want  someone  else  to  give  me  handles  to 
help  deal  with  the  complexities  of  life 
today.  I  want  a  guarantee  of  improve¬ 
ment  before  I  stick  my  neck^out.  If 
someone  else  will  only  “gel'  it  all 
organized,”  I’ll  contribute;  I’ll  hop  on  the 
bandwagon. 

I  trust  that  God,  having  offered  to  me 
out  of  my  father’s  illness  this  new  and 
wider  awareness,  will  likewise  sustain 
me,  remind  me,  as  I  riskily,  vulnerably, 
dwell  in  possibility. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
faith.  This  week's  contributor,  Jo  Blount, 
is  a  Diaconal  Minister  in  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  doublespaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75222. 


Alnita  N.  Dyall 
Authority  really  does  not  deserve  such 
blanket  condemnation. 

Fear  of  ‘no  control’ 

However,  beyond  this  Crisis  of 
Authority  there  is  another  element,, 
peculiar  to  the  churches.  And  that  is  the 
feeling  of  Mr.  Everyman  and  Mrs.  Every¬ 
woman  in  the  pew  that  we  have  no  say,  no 
control  over  this  ecclesiastical  bronto¬ 
saur,  for  whose  lumbering  path  the  rest 
of  the  world  holds  us  Christians  responsible. 

Does  that  surprise  anyone?  The 
mainline  center  of  Protestantism  —  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  Presbyterian,  UCC,  and  so 
forth  —  claims  to  follow  a  representative 
form  of  government.  But  do  they?  What 
lay  leader  campaigns  for  election  on  a 
policy  platform?  They  are  all  people  who 
were  persuaded  (sometimes  by  arm- 
twisting)  to  accept  nomination  for 
reasons  having  little  to  do  with  their 
opinions  about  civic,  national,  or 
ecumenical  programs.  The  ordained 
leaders?  They  are  in  the  business  for  life, 
for  their  spiritual,  not  their  political 
acumen.  All  of  them  seem  to  like 
gatherings  of  many  warm  bodies,  lots  of 
talk  and  coffee,  a  feeling  of  importance. 
Both  lay  and  ordained  leaders  trot  off  to 
their  assemblies  without  polling  their 
congregations  on  the  substance  of  the 
business  to  be  conducted. 

The  assemblies  so  constituted  in  turn 
authorize  committees  and  commissions, 
boards  and  agencies.  They  again  hire 
people  to  take  some  sort  of  action  —  as 
such  executives,  by  their  own  bias, 
interpret  their  mandates.  Thus  the 
person  taking  action  is  far  removed  from 
Mr.  Everyman  and  Mrs.  Everywoman 
and  their  ideas. 

People  doubt  interpretation 

The  chdrchly  situation  is  exacerbated 
by  the  agent’s  sincere  belief  that  he/she 
is  meant  to  lead  the  grassroots 
constituency:  for  Christ  is  the  Head  of 
the  Church  and  the  agent  therefore  is 
Christ’s  lieutenant  to  whom  the  local 
congregations  are  accountable.  But  the 
people  back  there  in  the  pew  may  doubt 
his  interpretation  of  Christ’s  will  (they 
have  met  church  leaders  who  gave  little 
evidence  of  true  faith  and  inspiration), 
and  they  certainly  feel  that  since  they 
foot  the  bills  the  agent  ought  to  be 
accountable  to  them,  not  the  other  way 
around.  Especially  if  the  agent  is 
presuming  to  tell  them  how  to  run  their 
own  local  business,  and  they  do  not  think 
he  knows  what  he  is  talking  about ! 

We  are  still  concerned,  compassionate, 
generous  people.  We  still  admire  and 
support  Heifer  Project  International, 
CROP  and  UMCOR,  as  well  as 
innumerable  local  projects  of  outreach 
and  love.  We  really  dovish  we,^puld 
simply  trust  and  follow  great  and  good 
and  wise  leaders  in  expressing  our 
concern.  It  would  be  much  more 
comfortable.  Suspicion  is  unsettling.  It 
keeps  us  busy  on  investigations  with 
which  we  would  rather  not  be  troubled.  It 
is  miserable,  in  fact.  But  when  things 
keep  happening  in  the  nation  and  in  the 
church,  to  feed  our  suspicions. 

Please,  church  leaders.  Your  least 
effective  defense  is  defensiveness. 
Condemning  us  for  distrust  does  not 
reawaken  our  trust.  Denouncing  us  as 
selfish  and  immoral  does  not  persuade  us 
that  you  hold  the  Keys  of  the  Kingdom. 
Try  a  little  humility. 

This  week's  contributor,  Alnita  H.  Dy¬ 
all,  is  a  member  of  Los  Altos  UMC  in 
Los  Altos,  California  ( Calif ornia-Nevada 
Conference). 


Let  Charles  L.  Alien 
taheyouto 
life's  mountaiutopl 


aught  up  with  the  struggles  and  pre 
hat  Goa  promises  us  lire  on  a  higner  plane. 


Sometimes  we  get  so  cauw 
daily  life  that  we  forget  that  ( 

JOYFUL  LIVING  IN  THE  FOURTH  DIMENSION,  by  Dr.  Charles  L. 

en.  an  outstanding  author,  and  for  years  the  beloved  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston.  Texas,  will  help  you  set  your  sight 
on  your  Father's  height. 

The  author  offers  scriptural  insights  on  how  to  "look  up  and  reach 
the  highest  peaks  of  our  own  lives — our  hopes,  goals,  dreams,  and 
desires."  He  points  the  way  to  living  enthusiastically  every  day . . .and  to 
maintaining  a  hope-filled  attitude — even  through  times  of  trials, 
darkness,  or  failure. 

You  or  someone  you  know  may  need  this  encouraging  message  today. 
And  it's  as  close  as  your  nearby  Christian  bookstore. 

$8.95  (Hardcover) 


JOYFUL  LIVING  IN  THE  FOURTH  DIMENSION 

New  from  Charles  L.  Allen 
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Change  in  NCC  said  ‘almost  certain’ within  two  years 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  Within  the  next 
two  years,  the  way  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  operates  almost 
certainly  will  change,  said  the  head  of  a 
special  NCC  Presidential  Panel  at  a  news 
conference  here. 

His  report  was  just  one  of  several  signs 
at  the  NCC’s  governing  board  meeting 
here  that  criticisms  of  the  NCC  carried  in 
numerous  media  reports  the  last  few 
months  are  receiving  response. 

'  The  most  obvious  sign  was  seen  in  ef¬ 
forts  by  the  governing  board  to  not  appear 


“anti-U.S.”  or  disinterested  in  human 
rights  abuses  by  left-wing  nations. 

Some  of  the  sharpest  allegations  made 
by  the  Reader’s  Digest  and  “60  Minutes’’ 
reports  last  winter  were  that  the  govern¬ 
ing  board  and  NCC  staff  operate  out  of  a 
“leftist  political  bias”  that  results  in  harsh 
rhetoric  and  actions  against  right-wing 
governments  while  virtually  ignoring 
abuses  by  left-wing  governments. 

Such  a  “bias”  was  not  clearly  evident 
two  weeks  ago  in  the  governing  board’s 
actions  which  included: 

•  Condemnation  of  communist-ruled 
Albania  —  introduced  in  the  resolution  as 


being  guilty  of  the  most  flagrant  denial  of 
religious  freedom  in  the  world  —  for  its 
efforts  to  “exterminate”  all  religious 
practice. 

•  Committing  the  NCC  to  encourage 
the  communist  government  of  China  to 
grant  the  “God-given  right  to  freedom  of 
religion  for  all  Chinese  people.” 

•  Sent  back  for  more  work  a  major 
policy  statement  on  Latin  America  and 
the  Caribbean  after  strong  objections 
were  raised  by  several  governing  board 
members  who  felt  it  presented  an  un¬ 
balanced  view  of  problems  in  that  part  of 
the  world. 


No  structural  change  —  yet 

Such  actions,  however,  address  only 
one  segment  of  recent  criticisms  since 
the  governing  board  currently  has  little 
authority  over  the  NCC’s  program  staffs 
( see  Reporter,  April  8) . 

No  effort  was  expected  or  made  at  this 
meeting  for  the  board  to  legislate  to  itself 
more  responsibility  for  some  50  semi- 
autonomous  NCC  program  offices. 

“We  could  move  fast  to  do  some  struc¬ 
ture  changes”  and  gain  the  public  relations 
value  of  seeming  to  be  responsive,”  said 
the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Neff.  “But  we  need  to 
know  first  what  our  vision  is  for  the  NCC.” 


UM  missions  derailed,  says  caucus 


Excessive  overhead  charged 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  Good  News  mag¬ 
azine,  in  a  20-page  cover  story  “special 
report”  in  its  May-June  issue,  charges 
•that  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  been  “derailed” 
from  its  “awesome  task  of  marching  for¬ 
ward  to  win  the  world  for  Christ.” 

'  Instead,  claims  the  article  by  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  James  S.  Robb,  “the  board 
Is  now  engaged  in  a  retreat  from  its 
historic  emphasis.” 

'  The  report  drew  an  immediate  rebuttal 
from  the  board’s  chief  executive  officer, 
and  some  of  Mr.  Robb’s  assumptions  and 
procedures  were  challenged  by  an  officer 
of  the  denomination’s  general  financial 
agency  (see  accompanying  story). 

The  report,  entitled  “Missions  De¬ 
tailed,  ”  charges  the  mission  board  with: 

•  Spending  almost  a  third  of  its  income 
on  administrative  overhead,  while 
claiming  to  spend  only  12  percent  for  that 
purpose ; 

•  Carrying  a  bloated  headquarters  bu¬ 
reaucracy,  with  more  New  York  staffers 

•  than  career  overseas  missionaries ; 

•  Making  almost  half  a  million  dollars 
'in  “political”  grants  to  “radical”  groups 
during  1981,  and 

•  Abandoning  its  historic  priority  to 
convert  persons  to  Christianity  and,  in¬ 
stead,  concentrating  on  saving  the  world 
through  “liberation  theology”  and  other 
political  solutions. 

Mr.  Robb’s  report  examines  the 
asserted  “breakdown”  in  three  cate- 
•gories  —  “excessive  overhead,  political 
grants,  and  defective  philosophy.” 

He  cites  Global  Ministries’  1981 
•financial  disclosure  report  as  the  basis 
for  most  of  his  assertions  about  “exces¬ 
sive  overhead”  and  credits  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy  for  its  re- 

•  search  into  the  board’s  alleged  political 
grants. 

Exeessiveioverhead  claimed 

‘  Thd  Good  News  report  asserts  that  the 
’bodril’s  administrative  costs  in  1981  were 
not  12.3  percent  of  the  total  $59.3  million 
budget  as  the  board  claims  but  actually 
'30.5  percent.  Mr.  Robb  said  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  higher  percentage  by  in- 
'cluding  all  costs  of  the  board’s  staff, 
headquarters,  and  “non-mission  acti¬ 
vities”  as  overhead  items.  This  led  him 
to  categorize  nearly  one-third  of  all 
board  expenditures  as  “overhead.” 

Mr.  Robb  also  claimed  that  the  board 
has  more  persons  (458)  on  its  head¬ 
quarters  staff  than  it  has  career  mission¬ 
aries  overseas  (453).  “Even  when  you 
include  all  of  the  interns,  U.S. -based  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  deaconesses,”  Mr.  Robb 
continued,  “there’s  still  more  than  one 
staff  person  for  every  two  missionaries 
on  the  field.” 

Mr.  Robb  compared  the  UMC’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Virginia- 
abased  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Several 
church  officials  questioned  this  compari¬ 
son  and  the  validity  of  any  conclusions 
based  upon  it  since  the  Baptist  board’s 
functions  are  comparable  to  only  one  of 
Global  Ministries’  multiple  divisions. 

Mr.  Robb  said  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  claims  the  same  12  percent  over¬ 
head  costs  as  the  Global  Ministries  fig- 
ure  —  which  he  rejects  as  “misleading.” 
He  said  the  Southern  Baptist  board,  with 
the  actual  lower  percentage  figure,  “em¬ 
ployed  around  300  headquarters  staffers 
l  in  1983  while  fielding  3,196  career  over¬ 
seas  missionaries.” 

The  Good  News  report  took  a  less  de¬ 
tailed  look  at  the  Atlanta-based  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  but,  for  fur¬ 
ther  comparative  purposes,  said  “the 
Baptist  equivalent  to  our  (UM)  National 
Division”  has  287  headquarters  staffers, 
3,430  persons  in  the  U.S.  field,  and,  in  1981, 
an  overhead  of  18  percent  in  a  budget  of 
$34  million. 

Concluding  his  report’s  section  on 
“excessive  overhead,”  Mr.  Robb  said 
“the  real  losers  in  this  shift  of  (board)  re¬ 
sources  are  the  unreached  persons  of  the 
world ...  In  a  real  sense  they  are  victims 
of  the  indifference  of  a  missions  agency 
that  found  it  necessary  in  1981  to  spend 
30.5  percent  of  its  funds  on  headquarters 
matters  —  on  itself.” 

“Political”  grants  cited 

The  section  on  “political  grants”  ac¬ 
knowledges  that  most  of  the  balance  of 
$40  million  in  “missions  money”  is 
directed  to  “maintaining  church  schools, 
our  missionaries,  hospitals  and  autono¬ 
mous  Methodist  churches,  and  to  feeding 
and  clothing  poor  people  ...”  But  the 
report  claims  that  nearly  $500,000  goes  to 
“radical  political  causes.” 

This  part  of  the  report,  based  on  re¬ 
search  from  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy,  cites  the  World  Student 
Christian  Federation  and  11  other  organi¬ 
zations  and  projects  which  received 
mission  board  funds  in  1981  and  which 


Mr.  Robb  considers  overtly  political. 

“Clearly,”  says  the  report,  “the 
support  of  Global  Ministries  for  leftist 
political  groups  is  not  accidental  or  hap¬ 
hazard.  Rather,  the  board  has  con¬ 
sciously  chosen  to  back  dozens  of  organi¬ 
zations  committed  to  goals  alien  to  most 


Agency  officials  respond  sharply 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Officials  of  both  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  and  of  the  agency  to  which 
it  is  financially  accountable  responded 
sharply  last  week  to  criticisms  of  the 
mission  board  in  an  article  entitled  “Mis- 


This  South  American  family  working  a  small  farm  is  among  persons 
in  67  countries  aided  by  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Child  Support 
Program,  a  mission  outreach  to  more  than  one  million  children.  Such 
programs  are  not  disputed  in  the  latest  report  which  places  the  UMC’s 
evangelical  caucus  and  its  mission  arm  at  loggerheads  on  other  issues. 


United  Methodists  and  outside  the  scope 
of  the  agency’s  mandate  ...  A  lot  of 
money  is  lost  by  backing  impractical 
causes  designed  to  change  social 
structures. 

Philosophy  called  “defective” 

The  latter  observation,  though  printed 
under  the  section  headed  “Political 
grants,”  indirectly  serves  to  introduce  the 
report’s  final  section  on  “Defective 
Philosophy.”  The  “Good  News”  report 
claims  that  the  board’s  mandate  in  the 
UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline”  has  changed 
from  a  1968  statement  “rich  in  its  Wes¬ 
leyan  evangelicalism”  to  language 
adopted  in  1980  calling  for  the  board  to 
“witness  to  the  meaning  of  the  Word” 
and  “engage  in  building  societies  and 
systems  where  full  human  potential  is 
liberated. 

The  report  suggests  four  ways  that  UM 
mission  efforts,  now  allegedly 
“derailed,”  can  be  put  “back  on  track” : 

•  Strengthen  the  board’s  charter  in  the 
“Book  of  Discipline”  so  it  “must  preach 
personal  conversion  as  well  as  social 
transformation." 

•  Get  “new  faces  on  the  staff,  persons 
committed  to  evangelism  on  a  world 
scale.” 

•  Lower  the  percentage  of  funds  spent 
on  headquarters  expenses  to  20  percent 
or  less. 

•  Put  a  strict  limit  on  funds  going  to 
secular,  political  groups. 

Good  News  magazine  is  published  here 
by  the  unofficial  “evangelical”  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  same  name.  The  organi¬ 
zation’s  executive  committee  officially 
endorsed  Mr.  Robb’s  report  at  its  spring 
meeting,  and  an  editorial  by  the  maga¬ 
zine’s  editor  and  the  sponsoring  or¬ 
ganization’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
James  V.  Heidinger  II,  says  it  may  be 
“the  most  important  report  we  have  ever 
published.” 

The  editorial  characterized  the  “Mis¬ 
sions  Derailed”  report  as  a  potentially 
"helpful  tool  for  dialogue”  concerning  the 
missions  board,  and  said  it  “should  not  be 
seen  as  a  blanket  criticism  on  all  our  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  doing.” 

The  “Good  News”  organization  and 
Global  Ministries  have  been  at  philosophi¬ 
cal  loggerheads  for  more  than  a  decade, 
virtually  since  the  group’s  founding. 

One  sign  that  these  differences  might 
be  diminishing  was  the  acceptance  some 
months  ago  by  the  board’s  chief  executive, 
the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  to  speak  at 
the  Good  News  “convo  on  world  missions” 
July  11-14  in  Anderson,  Ind. 

The  Good  News  editorial  states,  how¬ 
ever,  “that  10  years  of  dialogue  have 
brought  no  change.  The  decline  (in  the 
church’s  world  mission  activity)  con¬ 
tinues.” 


sions  Derailed”  in  the  current  issue  of 
Good  News  magazine  (see  related  story 
on  this  page). 

Global  Ministries  Chief  Executive,  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  said,  “I  regret 
that  ‘Good  News’  has  chosen  to  make 
another  broadside  attack  on  the  board 
based  on  inaccurate  data  and  false 
assumptions. 

“(Good  News)  defines  ‘program’  very 
narrowly  and  is  at  variance  with  the  cate¬ 
gories  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  and  its  accounting 
procedures.  We  do  not  differ  from  other 
agencies  of  the  church  in  following  the 
guidelines  from  GCFA. 

.)‘The  report  suggests  that  the  board 
has  repudiated  its  missionary  mandate. 
This  is  not  true.  There  are  places  where 
we  need  more  missionaries  but  the  board 
does  not  limit  its  definition  of  missionary 
or  mission  to  what  happens  overseas.  .  .” 

Dr.  Nugent’s  response  last  week  to  the 
Good  News  report  termed  it  “mis¬ 
leading”  and  said  it  “does  not  contribute 
to  meaningful  dialogue  in  the 
church  as  we  grapple  with  the  problems 
of  witnessing  to  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Nugent’s,  response  regarding  the 
board’s  accounting  procedures  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  Gary  K.  Bowen  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  central  financial  agency,  the 
GCFA. 

Accounting  procedures  told 

Mr.  Bowen  noted  that  the  “Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline”  requires  the  GCFA  to  set 
criteria  for  all  general  agencies  of  the 
church.  “If  they  (the  board)  followed  our 
rules,”  he  said,  “12  percent  for  adminis¬ 
tration  would  be  correct  under  our  de¬ 
finitions.” 

The  special  report  of  Good  News  maga¬ 
zine  asserted  that  Global  Ministries 
spends  30  percent  of  its  total  income  on 
administrative  overhead.  The  board 
claims  —  and  Mr.  Bowen  supports  —  that 
the  correct  figure  is  12  percent. 

Mr.  Bowen  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
GCFA  definitions  of  three  categories  of 
expenses  —  program,  administration, 
and  fund-raising  —  follow  rules  sug¬ 
gested  for  non-profit  agencies  by  the 
American  Institute  on  Certified  Public 
Accounting.  He  noted  that  these  rules  do 
not  include  fund-raising  or  promotion  as 
administrative  costs. 

Mr.  Bowen  also  said  that  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  is  wrong, 
by  national  accounting  standards,  to  in¬ 
clude  fund-raising  and  promotion  as  ad¬ 
ministrative  costs  and  agreed  with  Dr. 
Nugent  that  this  one  Southern  Baptist 
agency  and  the  UM  missions  board  “are 
not  comparable.” 

Mr.  Bowen  acknowledged  that  sub¬ 
jective  judgment  enters  into  what  our  UM 


agency  calls  “program”  or  “administra¬ 
tion.”  But  he  said,  “Our  view  is  that 
program’  includes  persons  and  services 
essential  to  an  agency’s  work,  without 
which  it  couldn’t  stay  in  business.  And  we 
feel  that  if  any  given  person  or  service  is 
not  essential  to  the  wdrk,  the  agency 
should  get  rid  of  them.” 

United  Methodist  News  Service  found 
other  differences  between  the  assertions 
made  by  Good  News  and  answers  given 
by  mission  board  officials. 

Good  News  claims  the  board  “has 
retreated  from  its  historic  task  of 
winning  the  world  for  Christ.”  It  seems 
to  base  that  claim  on  453  “career  over¬ 
seas  missionaries”  at  last  count  versus 
more  than  1,500  “in  the  banner  year  of 
1965.”  The  board’s  World  Division  uses 
the  current  total  of  857,  which  includes 
UMC  personnel,  persons  from  overseas 
Methodist  colleague  churches  and 
agencies  and  “persons  in  international 
action.”  All  are  funded  by  the  World 
Division  as  “persons  in  mission.” 

(The  board’s  National  Division,  not 
singled  out  for  special  attention  in  the 
Good  News  report,  claims  133 
deaconesses,  164  home  missionaries  and 
57  persons  on  two-year  short-term  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  U.S.  These  bring  the  board’s 
total  missionary  force  to  1,211. ) 

Good  News  also  maintains  that  the 
board’s  headquarters  staff  of  458  out¬ 
numbers  the  453  career  missionaries 
overseas.”  Dr.  Nugent  explained  that  the 
board,  in  addition  to  supporting  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  churches  overseas,  conducts 
“a  vast  work”  of  national  mission, 
women’s  work,  overseas  relief,  health 
and  welfare  ministries  and  education  for 
mission.  “Staff  are  engaged  in  all  these 
areas,  not  just  in  supporting  mis¬ 
sionaries,”  he  said. 

We  need  more  missionaries” 

As  for  Good  News’  allegation  that  the 
board  has  repudiated  its  missionary 
mandate,  Dr.  Nugent  said,  “This  is  not 
true.  There  are  places  where  we  need 
more  missionaries.  But  the  board  does 
not  limit  its  definition  of  missionary  to 
North  Americans  or  mission  to  what 
happens  overseas.” 

Seven  of  the  Good  News  report’s  20 
pages  are  devoted  to  charges  that  the 
board  makes  financial  “political 
grants.” 

Most  attention  is  given  to  the  World 
Student  Christian  Fellowship  and  to 
Agricultural  Missions,  a  program  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

One  person  familiar  with  both  groups 
is  Ruth  Harris,  World  Division  staff 
member.  She  pointed  out  that  the  student 
organization  was  founded  in  1895  by 
Methodist  layman  John  R.  Mott  and 
brings  together  church-related  student 
movements  whose  programs  include 
Bible  study  and  worship,  leadership 
development,  support  for  refugees  and 
student  exchanges. 

Ms.  Harris  said  Agricultural  Missions 
supports  rural  poor  people’s  organi¬ 
zations  in  their  efforts  for  food  pro¬ 
duction,  land  ownership  and  justice. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  like  all  other  United  Methodist  pro¬ 
gram  agencies,  is  subject  to  two  types  of 
on-going  review  as  well  as  to  direction  by 
its  elected  board.  The  financial  review,  as 
noted  above,  is  carried  out  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

The  programmatic  evaluation 
conducted  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  GCOM's  summary  evaluation 
affirmed  that  the  board  “has  fulfilled  its 
Disciplinary  mandates  and  respon¬ 
sibilities.” 

The  board’s  “self-evaluation”  report 
says  the  board  operates  with  five  major 
program  goals:  “To  communicate  the 
Gospel;  to  liberate  persons;  to  alleviate 
human  need;  to  strengthen  congre¬ 
gations  and  missional  institutions,  and  to 
develop  an  ecumenical/global  mission 
strategy.” 

As  its  part  of  those  goals,  the  board’s 
World  Division  says  it  works  with  and 
through  colleague  churches  and  ecu¬ 
menical  agencies  in  over  70  countries. 
The  division  lists  a  “(career)  missionary 
community  of  531  persons  in  45  countries 
outside  the  U.S.”  and  admits  that  a  goal 
of  750  such  persons  “is  not  financially 
feasible  now.” 

As  for  the  reactions  by  Dr.  Nugent  and 
Mr.  Bowen,  the  Good  News  report’s 
author,  James  S.  Robb,  told  the  Reporter 
that  his  article  “in  no  way  impugns  the 
integrity  of  Global  Ministries  and  its 
reporting  of  administrative  overhead. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  real  question 
remains:  Is  the  board  mandated  to  talk 
about  mission  and  plan  for  mission  or  is 
it  to  do  mission?  IF  we  have  to  rely  on 
GCFA  criteria,  we  may  never  find  out 
the  answers.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Dr.  Neff  is  from  the  Church  of  the  Bre¬ 
thren’s  headquarters  staff  in  Elgin,  Ill. 
and  head  of  the  NCC’s  Presidential  Panel 
which  is  charged  with  studying  and  then 
recommending  future  directions  for  the 
nation’s  largest  ecumenical  body. 

He  said  the  panel  has  surveyed  more 
than  1,000  persons  related  to  the  NCC  for 
suggestions.  In  addition,  the  266-member 
governing  board  representing  32  denomi¬ 
nations  spent  several  hours  here  dis¬ 
cussing  options  for  change  and  filling  out 
questionnaires. 

From  that,  Dr.  Neff  said,  the  panel 
finds  th$t  “there  seems  to  be  an  impulse 
for  change  —  I’d  say  more  than  an 
impulse.” 

Dr.  Neff  said  many  persons  want 
better  lines  of  accountability,  changes  in 
links  between  the  NCC  and  other  groups, 
more  theological  dimensions  in  the 
NCC’s  life,  better  communication  of  the 
NCC’s  story  to  church  members  and  a 
way  for  the  views  of  persons  who  are  in 
the  minority  in  some  debates  to  be  better 
reflected. 

He  said  he  hopes  the  governing  board 
will  wrestle  during  its  fall  meeting  with 
directions  for  the  NCC. 

Dr.  Neff  said  he  will  be  very  dis¬ 
appointed  if  specific  structural  changes 
have  not  been  approved  by  fall  of  1984  so 
the  governing  board  can  know  what  kind 
of  institution  the  NCC  is  before  it  picks 
the  next  chief  executive  to  administer  the 
changed  council. 

Claire  Randall,  a  United  Presbyterian 
laywoman  who  has  been  the  NCC’s 
general  secretary  since  1974,  announced 
at  the  meeting  here  that  she  will  retire  in 
December  1984.  During  her  tenure,  the 
council  has  changed  its  self-under¬ 
standing  from  that  of  a  “cooperative 
agency  of  Christian  communions”  to  the 
more  closely  knit  “community  of  Chris¬ 
tian  communions.” 

Impact  of  criticism  disputed 

At  times  during  the  four-day  meeting, 
it  appeared  to  some  observers  that  the 
governing  board  was  going  out  of  its  way 
to  prove  wrong  recent  media  criticisms. 

However,  there  was  very  little  direct 
reference  to  those  criticisms  during  the 
meeting.  Many  NCC  leaders  emphasized 
privately  that  the  NCC  would  not  be 
stampeded  into  making  changes  by  the 
media.  They  claimed  that  the  board  was 
acting  no  differently  now  than  in  pre¬ 
vious  sessions. 

They  pointed  out,  for  example,  that  the 
Albania  resolution  was  under  prepara¬ 
tion  before  the  controversy  began.  And 
the  Presidential  Panel  has  been  at  work 
for  a  year. 

But  other  board  members  said  the 
work  of  the  panel  is  much  more  likely  to 
produce  major  changes  because  of  the 
pressure  created  by  the  controversy 
stirred  by  media  reports. 

One  example  of  “extra  pressure  for 
change,”  they  said,  is  the  decision  earlier 
this  month  by  the  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  to  study  thoroughly  account¬ 
ability  questions  and  other  basic  factors 
about  the  NCC’s  way  of  operating. 

Some  persons  said  the  UM  bishops  po¬ 
tentially  could  play  an  important  role  in 
the  new  directions  of  the  NCC,  if  they 
press  for  change,  because: 

•  The  Council  of  Bishops  elects  most  of 
the  36-member  UM  delegation. 

•  The  UM  delegation  is  by  far  the 
largest  on  the  governing  board  and  is 
considered  by  many  observers  to  have 
been  among  the  delegations  most  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  current  style  of  operation. 

Balanced  view  sought 

While  the  panel  works  through  its  pro¬ 
cess,  some  governing  board  members 
said,  more  immediate  change  is  visible. 
The  recent  media  attention  appears  to 
have  emboldened  board  members 
uncomfortable  with  past  board  actions 
and  probably  tilted  several  votes  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  direction,  observers  said. 

The  influence  of  the  media  reports  was 
most  obvious  during  discussion  of  the 
proposed  Latin  America  policy  —  which 
was  up  for  final  consideration  —  and  had 
been  expected  to  receive  approval. 

“In  view  of  recent  attacks  on  the  NCC, 


it  behooves  our  council  to  present  a  more 
balanced  view,”  said  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Doumouras  of  the  Greek  Orthodox-' 
delegation. 

He  pointed  out  that  while  the  20-page 
policy  draft  went  into  great  detail  about 
the  culpability  of  the  United  Stales  and 
the  U.S. -European  Christians  in  the  “death¬ 
like”  experience  of  Latin  Americans,”  it 
mentioned  only  Cuba  among  countries 
having  Marxist  leaders  and  ties  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  The  Cuba  section  did  not  men¬ 
tion  human  rights  problems  caused  by  the 
Cuban  government;  it  suggested  that  the 
United  States  normalize  relations  with 
the  communist-ruled  island. 

Mr.  Doumouras  said  the  NCC  should 
not  be  silent  about  the  repression  of 
Christianity  in  Cuba,  for  example. 

Representatives  of  both  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  U.S.  and  Friends  delega¬ 
tions  expressed  concerns  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  policy,  like  many  other  NCC  docu¬ 
ments,  contained  too  much  “self-flagel¬ 
lation”  of  past  U.S.  and  Western  Chris¬ 
tian  policies. 

Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  leaders 
said  they  weren’t  pleased  that  that  the 
writers  of  the  proposed  policy  seemed  to 
accept  “liberation  theology”  as  the  only 
expression  of  Latin  American  Christians. 
They  questioned  if.  in  fact,  most  Chris¬ 
tians  there  subscr  e  to  that  way  of 
viewing  and  living  U .  r  faith. 

Orthodox  push  “broader”  view 
Leading  the  efforts  to  show  concern  for 
victims  of  leftist  repression  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  nine  Orthodox  denominations. 

Because  so  many  Orthodox  church 
members  experience  terrible  repression, 
especially  under  communist  and  Arab 
governments,  Mr.  Doumouras  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  the  Orthodox  delegations  are  work¬ 
ing  to  get  the  NCC  to  adopt  a  broader  view 
of  the  world  than  one  that  focuses  primar¬ 
ily  on  right-wing  governments  in  Latin 
America  and  South  Africa. 

The  Orthodox  delegations  have 
revealed  some  of  the  fragility  of  the  NCC 
“community”  during  the  media-inspired 
controversy  and  the  debate  over  whether 
to  accept  as  a  member  a  denomination 
composed  primarily  of  homosexuals  (see 
Reporter,  May  20). 

UM  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  NCC 
president,  said  at  a  news  conference  that 
there  is  a  “growing  awareness  of  the  pro¬ 
found  differences  NCC  members  bring  to 
the  conciliar  movement”  so  that  the  rela¬ 
tionships  in  the  NCC  are  “fragile  at  points." 

Not  only  did  Orthodox  leaders  suggest 
that  they  would  pull  out  of  the  NCC  if  the 
homosexual  church  was  admitted,  but 
they  said  their  study  of  the  issue  had  re¬ 
vealed  they  aren’t  sure  some  of  the 
denominations  already  in  the  NCC  are 
truly  Christian  churches. 

Concerns  about  women  was  another 
obvious  source  of  division  at  the  meeting. 
Some  members  said  privately  they 
aren’t  sure  they  like  being  part  of  a  coun¬ 
cil  that  includes  denominations  —  such  as 
the  Orthodox  —  that  won’t  ordain  women. 

hr 'addition,  there  were  signs  of  deep 
strain  several  times  when  white  women 
publicly  made  critical  comments  about 
the  opening  sermon  by  a  black  Baptist 
clergyman  who  repeatedly  used  mascu¬ 
line  terms  such  as  “man”  and  “man¬ 
kind,”  to  refer  to  people  of  both  sexes. 

Nonetheless,  many  board  members 
expressed  optimism,  especially  in  light 
of  what  they  felt  was  an  exhilarating 
two-day  theological  discussion  about  the 
“homosexual  church"  issue. 

Dr.  Neff  said  his  surveys  show  some 
inclination  that  the  NCC  pass  fewer 
resolutions  addressed  to  governments 
and  spend  more  time  in  theological 
reflection  on  social  and  political  issues. 

That  inclination  was  re-inforced  by  the 
intensely  warm  reception  the  board  gave 
to  Archbishop  John  R.  Quinn  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  archdiocese  here  and 
for  the  studied  and  long  effort  of  the 
Catholic  bishops  in  producing  the  recent 
pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  arms  policy. 

A  sign  that  resolutions  are  still  an 
accepted  part  of  NCC  meetings,  though, 
was  the  passage  of  more  than  a  dozen 
during  the  last  day  and  a  half  of  the  meet¬ 
ing.  (See  “Church  Today”  on  Page  4). 
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No  Golden  Oldie  Yet! 

BORN  TO  GIVE  is  the  film  that  tells  the  story  of  the 
Advance,  United  Methodism’s  program  of  second-mile 
giving  to  missions.  This  film  is  as  exciting,  heartwarm¬ 
ing  and  informative  as  it  was  at  its  premiere  showing. 
Share  the  secret  of  Christian  giving.  Meet  people  in  a 
local  church  and  a  community  center  who  care  about 
others.  Learn  how  your  gifts  count  for  Christ  through 
the  Advance.  See  BORN  TO  GIVE. 


HL 


Inquire  of  your  conference  resource  center  (film  library) 
or  mission  secretary,  or  order  for  $15  (rental)  or 
$150  (sale)  from  EcuFilm,  810  Twelfth  Ave.,  S., 
/4DWNCE  Nashville.  TN  37203. 
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Arkansas  governor 
appreciates  UM  views 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (UMR)  -  “I  don't 
always  agree  with  (political  and  social 
stances  of)  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  Gov.  Bill  Clinton  of  Arkansas 
said  recently.  He  was  speaking  to  a 
public  session  of  the  UM  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  here. 

‘‘But  when  Bishop  (Kenneth  W.)  Hicks 
(of  the  Arkansas  Area)  or  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  saying  something 
different  from  what  I  think,  it  makes  me 
go  back  and  re-examine  my  position.” 

That  is  the  kind  of  service  the  church 
can  provide  in  the  religious  life  of  a 
society,  said  the  governor,  a  Southern 
Baptist  whose  wife  is  a  United  Methodist. 

The  36-year-old  governor  then 
challenged  religious  leaders  in  general  to 
understand  that  the  public  also  has  the 
right  to  expect  them  to  re-examine  their 
own  consciences.  That  is  what  has  been 
happening  with  all  the  public  media 
scrutiny  of  mainline  Protestant  churches 
and  their  agencies  the  last  several 
months,  he  said. 

“You  have  to  be  willing  to  be  called 
into  question,  too.” 

Gov.  Clinton  asked  the  bishops,  in  the 
process  of  re-examination,  not  to  be 
deterred  from  public  commitment. 

Hymn  book  editor 
joins  seminary  staff 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The  editor 
of  “Songs  of  Zion,”  a  hymnbook  that 
reflects  the  worship  traditions  of  blacks, 
has  accepted  an  invitation  to  teach  at 
Wesley  Seminary  here. 

J.  Jefferson  Cleveland  will  assume  his 
duties  as  professor  of  church  music  at 
the  opening  of  the  fall  semester.  He  will 
also  direct  the  Wesley  Seminary  Singers. 

Native  American  Center 
headed  for  Oklahoma 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist-related  Oklahoma  City 
University  has  been  chosen  as  the  site  for 
the  national  Native  American  Center. 

The  idea  for  a  Native  American  ethnic 
center  originated  two  years  ago  in  a 
meeting  of  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  with 
representatives  of  the  Native  American 
community. 

Emory  honors  Korean 
at  commencement 

ATLANTA  (RNS)  -  Kim  Dae  Jung, 
the  South  Korean  political  dissident  who 
was  exiled  to  the  United  States  last  year 
after  his  death  sentence  was  suspended, 
received  an  honorary  doctor  of  laws 
degree  from  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  here. 

Mr.  Kim,  a  devout  Catholic,  was  a 
popular  political  leader  in  South  Korea’s 
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New  Democratic  Party,  which  opposed 
the  military  regime  of  President  Park 
Chung  Hee.  His  wife  is  a  Methodist  and  a 
human-rights  crusader.  Mr.  Kim  was 
recently  named  a  fellow  of  Harvard's 
Center  for  International  Affairs. 

Solzhenitsyn  scolds 
Graham,  his  new  country 

LONDON  (EP)  —  Exiled  Soviet  writer 
Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  received  the 
$170,000  Templeton  Prize  for  Progress  in 
Religion  on  May  10. 

In  a  rare  public  appearance  before  an 
international  audience  of  500,  the  author 
spoke  scathingly  of  Billy  Graham,  last 
year’s  Templeton  prize  winner,  and 
Western  Christian  churches.  Speaking  in 
Russian,  Solzhenitsyn  accused  Mr. 
Graham  —  whose  comments  on  his  May, 
1982,  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union  sparked 
controversy  —  of  lending  “public  support 
to  Communist  lies  by  his  deplorable 
statement  that  he  had  not  noticed  the 
persecution  of  religion  in  the  USSR." 

NCC  takes  stances 

The  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
governing  board  recently  passed- resolu¬ 
tions  that: 

•  Urged  increased  federal  funding  for 
research  into  the  causes  and  cures  of  Ac- 

•  Urged  increased  federal  funding  for 
research  into  th  causes  and  cures  of  Ac¬ 
quired  Immuno  Deficiency  Disease  Syn¬ 
drome  (AIDS),  a  usually  fatal  disease 
first  identified  among  homosexual  men. 
The  bulk  of  the  work  to  get  this  passed, 
despite  its  having  been  ruled  out  of  order 
for  procedural  reasons,  came  from  the 
United  Methodist  delegation. 

•  Reaffirmed  its  commitment  to  the 
abolition  of  capital  punishment. 

•  Endorsed  the  New  Coalition  for  Con¬ 
science  for  Jobs,  Peace  and  Freedom, 
which  is  sponsoring  a  commemorative 
march  on  Washington  Aug.  27. 

•  Advocated  tax  and  credit  policies 
that  assist  owners  of  family  farms. 

•  Opposed  the  Simpson-Mazzoli  immi¬ 
gration  reform  and  control  act  now  be¬ 
fore  Congress. 

•  Opposed  the  Solomon  Hayakawa 
Amendment  to  the  draft  registration  law. 
It  requires  universities  and  colleges  to 
refuse  federal  aid  to  students  suspected 
of  failing  to  register  for  the  draft. 

•  Expressed  alarm  at  “what  seems  to 
be  an  increasing  prevalence  of  violence 
directed  against  members  of  racial  and 
ethnic  minority  persons. 

•  Advocated  increased  opposition  to 
apartheid  in  South  Africa  and  more  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Council  of  Churches  there. 

•  Noted  increased  need  for  a  strong 
voluntary  sector  of  society  as  well  as 
calling  on  the  government  to  fulfill  its 
obligations.  The  board  approved  a  policy 
statement  affirming  and  promoting 
voluntarism.  This  was  in  response  to 
President  Reagan’s  emphasis  on  vol¬ 
untarism  related  to  social  needs  in  the 
country. 

•  After  declining  to  approve  a  policy 
statement  on  Latin  America  which 
carries  much  more  weight,  the  board 
overwhelming  approved  a  resolution  op¬ 
posing  U  S.  military  and  economic  sup¬ 
port  of  El  Salvador,  efforts  to  destabilize 
the  government  of  Nicaragua  and 
support  for  the  Guatemalan  government 
“without  regard  for  its  abysmal  record 
of  human  rights  violations.” 

The  board  also  deplored  some  Chris¬ 
tian  groups  in  the  United  States  that  sup¬ 
port  oppressive  Central  American 
regimes,  most  especially  Guatemala. 

The  NCC  called  for  the  establishment 
of  a  U.N.  peacekeeping  role  on  the  Hon- 
duras-Nicaragua  border,  supported 
conversations  without  prior  conditions 
among  all  contending  forces  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador  and  asked  for  legal  temporary 
asylum  in  the  U.S.  for  persons  fleeing 
Central  America. 

•  The  Catholic  bishops’  Pastoral  Letter 
on  the  Challenge  of  Peace  was  “cele¬ 
brated”  by  the  NCC  which  urged  local 
churches  to  study  it  “seriously .  ’  ’ 

•  The  board  requested  the  NCC’s  presi¬ 
dent  to  seek  the  prompt  release  from 
Egyptian  banishment  of  Pope  Shenouda 
III,  head  of  the  Coptic  Orthodox  Church. 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Should  the  Nestle  Crunch  candy  bar  be 
banned  or  bitten? 

The  question  is  especially  significant 
for  members  of  the  31  (of  73)  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which 
have  endorsed  the  international  boycott 
of  Nestle  Crunch  and  all  other  Nestle 
Corp.  products. 

During  May  and  June,  they  are  de¬ 
ciding  whether  to  follow  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  recently  adopted  official  stance 
that  asks  —  but  does  not  order  —  them  to 
discontinue  participation  in  the  boycott. 

That  is  based  on  Nestle  committing 
itself  to  adherence  to  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO)  code  for  marketing 
breast  milk  substitutes.  It  was  passed  in 
1981  by  representatives  from  118  nations 
as  a  model  code,  but  few  nations  as  yet 
have  made  it  their  own. 

Compliance  with  the  code  has  become 
a  key  focus  in  the  dispute  between  con¬ 
tinuing  advocation  of  the  boycott— such 
as  the  UMC's  General  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries  and  of  Church  and  Society  - 
and  the  General  Conference-authorized 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force.  It  has  been 
negotiating  with  Nestle  on  behalf  of  the 
UMC  for  two  years. 

Another  key  issue  is  how  the  church 
can  best  influence  corporations. 

A  lot  has  changed 

When  the  31  annual  conferences  first 
endorsed  the  boycott  between  1978  and 
1981,  the  primary  concern  was  that 
aggressive  marketing  of  infant  formula 
by  Nestle  and  other  firms  enticed  poor 
and  illiterate  mothers  in  Third  World 
countries  not  to  breast-feed  their  infants. 

An  almost  totally  new  top  management 
group  at  Nestle  has  responded  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  various  pressures  to  warrant 
“suspending”  United  Methodist  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  boycott,  states  the  UMC’s 
task  force. 

Boycott  advocates  say  Nestle  hasn’t 
changed  enough.  They  feel  many  cor¬ 
porate  executives  respond  primarily  to 
coercion.  They  say  it  is  necessary  for 
Nestle  to  meet  every  demand  for  the 
sake  of  infants  and  to  demonstrate  that 
boycott  groups  have  the  power  to  press 
other  companies  to  make  socially  re¬ 
sponsible  change. 

The  task  force  believes  other  corpora¬ 
tions  may  respond  to  persuasion  instead 
of  coercion  if  they  see  that  Nestle  has 
been  dealt  with  fairly.  The  church’s 
witness  to  corporations  will  be 
weakened,  it  says,  if  Nestle  continues  to 
be  singled  out  for  boycott  even  after  the 
company  has  come  close  to  meeting  the 
church’s  goals  at  a  considerable  com¬ 
petitive  disadvantage. 

Reasons  to  boycott 

The  task  force  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  gives  four  reasons  for  con¬ 
tinuing  its.v.  leadership  in  the  boycott 
movement:1 

(1)  “World  mission  accountability.” 

The  board  recently  sent  cables  to  10 
“mission  colleagues"  asking  for  advice 
about  the  boycott.  One  of  the  10  advised 
in  favor  of  continuing  the  boycott.  The 


board’s  task  force  said  that  response 
from  the  Philippines,  plus  a  similar  one 
from  a  Kenya  health  worker  to  a  UM 
bishop  “are  ringing  calls  for  continuation 
of  the  boycott.” 

(2)  "Ecumenical  partnership  and  mu¬ 
tuality.” 

Most  denominations  with  which  United 
Methodists  work  ecumenically  either 
have  studied  the  issues  and  taken  a 
position  similar  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  official  stance  against  the 
boycott  or  haven’t  gotten  involved  at  all. 
However,  the  board’s  task  force  states, 
Global  Ministries  has  a  commitment  to 
the  six  denominations  and  numerous 
Catholic  orders  with  which  it  has  led  the 


when  it  was  begun  six  years  ago.  Then, 
they  were: 

•  Advertising  on  billboards  and  radio. 

•  Labels  on  products  with 
romanticized  pictures  of  Western 
mothers  bottle-feeding  their  babies. 

•  Use  of  salespersons  dressed  like 
nurses  to  promote  infant  formula. 

•  Indiscriminate  handing  out  of  free 
packets  of  Infant  formula  to  all  mothers 
as  they  left  hospitals. 

Such  practices  by  Nestle  and  other 
firms  were  blamed  for  "hooking”  many 
mothers  on  using  the  formula  even 
though  they  couldn’t  afford  to  continue  to 
buy  it  and  didn’t  have  the  sanitary  water 
with  which  to  mix  it  or  sanitary  practices 


“The  time  has  come  to  end  the 
boycott  .  .  .  and  turn  our  moral 
weight  and  attention  to  other 
companies.’’ 


.  or  not  to  eat 


“It  is  not  responsible  to  come  so 
close  .  .  .  and  give  up  a  few  steps 
from  successful  completion  of 
boycott.’’ 


boycott  for  years. 

That  “ecumenical  solidarity”  until 
Nestle  negotiates  an  end  to  the  boycott 
with  the  boycott  leaders  themselves  is 
“essential”  to  the  coalition’s  success,  the 
board’s  task  force  says. 

(3)  Insufficient  provisions  for  moni¬ 
toring  Nestle  (discussed later). 

(4)  Not  enough  progress  by  Nestle 
toward  compliance  with  WHO’s  sug¬ 
gested  code. 

ri'j 

Many  targets  met 

What  practices  allowed  by  Nestle'# 
executives  are  considered  still  to  be 
problems? 

For  the  most  part,  the  problems  now 
are  not  the  same  broad  and  rather  ob¬ 
vious  marketing  practices  by  Nestle  that 
were  the  main  targets  of  the  boycott 


‘Physician-in-mission’ 
aids  expectant  mothers 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY-Expectant 
mothers  need  regular  prenatal  care  and 
nutrition  counseling  in  order  to  have 
healthy  babies,  says  a  United  Methodist 
physician  here. 

Yet,  she  added,  1,500  low-income 
mothers  in  Oklahoma  City  will  not  be 
seen  by  a  doctor  this  year  until  they  are 
wheeled  into  the  delivery  room. 

Dr.  Annette  Twitchell,  a  member  of  St. 
Luke’s  UMC  here,  is  the  “physician  in 
mission”  at  a  United  Methodist- 
supported  community  clinic  which  is 
trying  to  fill  the  gap  in  maternity  care. 

Dr.  Twitchell  said  there  is  a  shortage 
of  medical  care  because  there  is  no  city 
or  state  hospital  serving  low-income 
people  and  because  private  clinics  and 
hospitals  are  overcrowded.  “There  is  a 
four-month  waiting  list  for  maternity 
care  in  some  clinics,"  she  explained.  “If 
you’ve  waited  until  your  third  month  of 
pregnancy  to  seek  care  and  nutrition 
counseling,  it’s  too  late. 

The  “physician  in  mission”  program 
started  as  the  brainchild  of  board 
members  of  the  interfaith  Neighborhood 
Services  Organization,  a  community 
service  agency  founded  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
1969.  As  the  need  for  maternity  care 
became  critical,  the  30-member  board  of 
trustees  decided  to  hire  a  full-time 
physician. 

The  board  and  executive  director  Sam 
Bowman  secured  a  $20,000  one-year  chal¬ 
lenge  grant  from  the  Woodworth  Estate, 
an  endowment  set  up  to  fund  mission 
projects  within  the  UMC's  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference. 

Nine  local  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  led  by  Nichols  Hills  UMC  and  its 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Lester  Meyer,  matched 
the  challenge  grant  and  Dr.  Twitchell  — 
a  family  practitioner  who  had  worked  for 
four  years  at  the  clinic  as  a  volunteer  — 
was  hired.  The  clinic,  which  also 
receives  United  Way  funds,  was  dedi¬ 
cated  last  fall  by  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt,  the  Oklahoma  Area’s  episcopal 
leader. 

Dr.  Twitchell  says  the  bulk  of  her  work 
is  with  pregnant  women  who  come  be¬ 
cause  other  facilities  can’t  meet  the 
demand.  “We  can’t  help  them  all  but  we 
hope  to  make  the  city  aware  of  the  needs 


Dr.  Annette  Twitchell 


and  get  our  other  church  and  civic  or¬ 
ganizations  involved,”  Dr.  Twitchell 
said. 

She  also  practices  general  medicine  at 
the  clinic,  and  sees  from  20  to  30  patients 
of  all  ages  each  day. 

A  big  part  of  her  job  is  speaking  to 
church  groups  and  community  service 
organizations  about  the  needs  of  poor 
people.  She  also  negotiates  with 
physicians  and  hospital  officials  for  pa¬ 
tients  who  need  free  or  reduced-rate 
medical  care. 

“It  would  be  malpractice  for  me  not  to 
send  patients  to  a  hospital  or  refer  them 
to  another  doctor  when  I  don’t  have  the 
equipment  with  which  to  treat  them,” 
she  said.  “So  I  send  them  where  they 
need  to  go.  But  sometimes  they  can’t 
pay.  So  I  work  with  the  hospitals  in 
getting  care  for  my  patients  and  help 
them  set  up  payments  on  a  sliding  scale 
like  we  have  at  the  clinic.  We  try  to  see 
that  the  hospitals  get  reimbursed  if 
possible.” 

The  clinic  staff  includes  a  receptionist, 
a  nurse  and  a  nutritionist.  An  obste¬ 
trician  comes  in  once  a  week  to  help  with 
the  more  complicated  cases.  Volunteers 
from  local  churches  often  help  with 
clerical  duties. 


to  keep  bottles  and  nipples  clean. 

Over-dilution,  to  stretch  the  formula, 
and  unsanitary  conditions  led  to  mal¬ 
nutrition,  sickness  and  even  death  for 
large  numbers  of  infants,  many  persons 
claimed. 

Within  the  last  two  years,  Nestle 
officials  have  pledged  that  the  company 
won’t  use  any  of  those  practices  in  the 
Third  World  and  most  other  nations. 
They  have  issued  detailed  instructions  to 
employees  regarding  those  and  many 
other  more  subtle  marketing  matters. 

Negtlp. didn’t  have  the  worst  practices 
when  the  boycott  started,  mosf  parties 
agree.  It  was  picked  because  it  is  the 
biggest  marketer  of  infant  formula.  Most 
other  companies  have  stayed  relatively 
the  same  while  Nestle  has  made  con¬ 
siderable  improvement,  according  to  the 
UMC’s  task  force. 

Now,  Nestle  reports  that  companies 
which  continue  some  of  the  aggressive 
promotion  cited  above  are  pushing 
Nestle  out  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 
That  has  resulted  in  market  losses  of  as 
much  as  45  percent  in  some  nations, 
Nestle  officials  claim. 

In  those  places,  mothers  now  are  being 
subjected  to  more  harmful  infant  form¬ 
ula  promotion,  none  of  which  will  be 
affected  by  continuing  to  single  out 
Nestle,  its  officials  argue. 

Promises  said  inadequate 

Boycott  leaders  say  Nestle’s  promises 
of  compliance  with  the  WHO  code  still 
fall  short  primarily  in  these  areas: 

•  Nestle  pays  commissions  to 
employees  in  some  countries  on  their  in¬ 
fant  formula  sales.  Boycotters  claim  the 
commissions  encourage  employees  to 
violate  other  marketing  restrictions. 

Nestle  officials  say  they  pay  the  com¬ 
missions  only  in  countries  where  their 
collective  bargaining  agreements  re¬ 
quire  such  payment.  They  claim  they 
have  halted  the  commissions  in  other 
countries  and  will  try  to  persuade  the 
salespersons  to  give  up  the  commissions 
when  their  contracts  next  are  negotiated, 
according  to  members  of  the  UMC’s  task 
force. 

•  Nestle’s  instructions  on  when  free 
samples  can  be  used  by  doctors  for 
evaluation  and  other  purposes  allowed 
by  the  WHO  model  code  are  ambiguous, 


boycotters  contend.  That  creates  a  loop¬ 
hole  through  which  a  truck-load  of  infant 
formula  could  pass,  they  say. 

Nestle  officials  disagree;  they  say  they 
do  not  intend  to  start  mass  sampling, 
again. 

•  Products  not  marketed  as  breastmilk 
substitutes  (as  is  Infant  formula )  but  sold 
for  babies  pose  another  problem,  boycott 
leaders  say.  They  want  Nestle  to  abide 
by  the  same  marketing  restrictions  on 
these  products  as  on  infant  formula. 

Nestle  balks,  saying  the  products 
really  can't  be  used  until  a  baby  is  older- 
at  which  time  “hooking”  mothers  is  not  a 
danger. 

•  Nestle  is  not  instructing  its  em¬ 
ployees  in  Europe  to  follow  all  its  new- 
rules  for  the  rest  of  the  world.  Boycott 
leaders  want  marketing  changes  to  be 
applied  “universally.” 

Nestle  officials  claim  there  is  little 
urgency  to  abide  by  all  WHO  restrictions 
in  Europe  because  mothers  there  have  a 
higher  literacy  and  sophistication  level 
than  mothers  in  developing  countries1.' 
Nestle  wants  to  wait  in  Europe  until  its 
competitors  are  required  to  meet  th$ 
same  standards.  A  European  marketing 
code  —  modeled  after  WHO’s  —  is  in  the 
draft  stage. 

These  problems  are  called  “relatively 
trivial”  by  the  UMC’s  task  force  and  the 
UMC’s  program  coordinating  agency, 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  which 
was  assigned  the  Nestle  issue  by  the 
denomination’s  1980  General  Conference: 

But  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  boycott  task  force 
doesn’t  believe  the  problems  to  be  trivial: 

Monitoring  not  accepted 

Boycott  leaders  also  are  not  satisfied 
that  the  mechanisms  are  in  place  to  en¬ 
sure  that  Nestle  will  abide  by  its  promises 
once  the  pressure  of  a  boycott  is  gone. 

Everybody  —  including  Nestle  officials 
—  agrees  that  many  of  Nestle’s  thou¬ 
sands  of  employees  in  dozens  of  countries 
still  aren’t  following  all  the  new  instruc¬ 
tions  sent  from  the  Switzerland  head¬ 
quarters  last  fall. 

Nestle  has  set  up  an  audit  commission 
headed  by  former  Sen.  Edmund  Muskie 
to  collect  complaints  about  employee  vio¬ 
lations  and  to  assess  how  well  Nestle 
responds  to  them. 

The  commission  was  instigated  by 
Nestle  following  discussions  with  the 
UMC’s  task  force.  It  includes  two 
members  of  the  task  force.  It  is  financed 
by  Nestle  through  lump  sum  payments. 
Sen.  Muskie  insists  that  the  commis¬ 
sion's  actions  are  totally  independent  of 
Nestle  control. 

The  commission’s  latest  report  last 
month  stated  that  Nestle  employees  were 
guilty  of  many  of  the  several  dozen  ”vio: 
lations”  reported  to  it  by  boycotting 
groups  last  year.  Mr.  Muskie’s  com;- 
mission  also  stated  that  Nestle-s 
attempts  to  correct  the,  problems,  once 
they  were  pointed  out  Indicate  a  1  ^ood- 
faith  commitment”  on  the  part  of  the 
company. 

Boycotting  groups,  however,  have 
complained  that  the  Muskie  commission 
is  not  independent  enough  and  that  they 
v^ant  a  monitoring  committee  that  they 
help  name. 

However,  the  UMC’s  task  force  has  re¬ 
sponded  that  Nestle  tried  to  narrie 
leaders  from  the  boycotting  groups,  but 
boycott  leaders  convinced  several 
among  their  numbers  not  to  accept. 

Hold  on  or  move  on? 

The  chairman  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  boycott 
committee,  Bishop  William  Grove  of 
West  Virginia,  says  that  board  does  not 
expect  perfection  of  Nestle's  employees. 
While  the  board  basically  accepts 
Nestle’s  promises,  he  says,  the  number 
of  "violations”  still  being  reported  sug¬ 
gests  that  the  board  should  hold  on  just  a 
little  longer  before  lifting  its  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  boycott. 

Bishop  Dwight  Loder,  of  the  West  Ohio 
Area  and  president  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  offers  a  somewhat 
different  comment:  “We’re  a  redemp¬ 
tive  church.  We  ought  to  recognize  the; 
enormous  change  by  Nestle”  by  asking 
all  United  Methodists  to  stop  boycotting 
its  products. 

Bishop  Dale  White,  of  the  New  Jersey 
Area  and  a  member  of  the  UMC’s  task 
force,  says:  “Some  of  my  friends  who 
know  how  critical  I  have  been  of  multi-, 
national  corporations  in  their  abuses 
may  be  surprised  to  hear  me  say  the  time 
has  come  to  end  the  boycott.  My  hope  is! 
that  we  can  turn  our  moral  weight  and 
attention  to  other  companies.” 


What  do  they  have  in  common  ? 

•  McDonalds 

•  General  Motors 

•  The  United  Methodist  Church 

They  use  television  to  speak  to  people. 

Now  you  can,  too!  Share  the  healing  words  of  Jesus.  The 
Bible's  power  to  touch  lives.  It's  United  Methodist  pro¬ 
gramming  delivered  NATION-WIDE  by  satellite! 

It  happens  each  week!  This  Sunday  at  7  p.m.  Eastern  Time, 
it's  JOURNEYS  INTO  THE  BIBLE  with  Dr.  Edward  Bauman 
At  7:30,  JOURNEYS  IN  CHRISTIAN  GROWTH  features 
"Learning  to  Live." 

Electronic  mission  needs  local  missionaries!  Help  get  the 
series  on  your  local  cable  system.  Call  toll  free,  1-800-251- 
8140  today!  Or  write:  Satellite  UMCom,  810  12th  Avenue,  S. 
Nashville,  TN  37203. 
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Is  Pentecostal  spirit  spreading? 


Non -charismatic  Protestants 
respond  to  ‘ signs ,  ’  ‘tongues  ’ 


By  JOHN  DART 
Religious  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Are  evangelical 
Protestants  getting  into  the  “spirit” 
of  Pentecostalism?  Are  non-charis- 
matic  Protestants  deciding  that  if 
they  can’t  lick  the  tongues  movement, 
they  will  at  least  absorb  some  of  its 
practices? 

The  answer  would  seem  to  be  yes,  if 
signals  from  this  “historic”  locale  in  the 
Pentecostal  saga  are  correct. 

Los  Angeles  was  the  site  of  the  Azusa 
Street  Mission  Revival  of  1906,  credited 
generally  with  beginning  the  modern 
Pentecostal  movement  into  both  black 
and  white  churches.  And  in  1960,  the 
“charismatic  renewal”  began  in  the 
mainstream  churches  when  the  Rev. 
Dennis  Bennett  shocked  a  California 
Episcopal  congregation  in  Van  Nuys  with 
the  announcement  that  he  and  others  in 
the  parish  were  speaking  in  tongues  and 
blessed  with  “gifts”  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
-Nonetheless,  for  many  years 
conservative  Protestant  leaders  who  felt 
being  “born  again”  was  a  sufficient  sign 


of  salvation  declined  to  act  too  emotional 
in  worship,  engage  in  healing  services,  or 
talk  too  much  about  the  Holy  Spirit  for 
fear  of  being  mistaken  for  a  charismatic. 

‘Signs,  wonders’  class  begins 
But  the  lines  are  beginning  to  blur  a 
bit.  The  most  popular  class  now  at 
Pasadena’s  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  a  leading  evangelical 
Protestant  school,  is  “Signs,  Wonders 
and  Church  Growth,”  an  important  part 
of  which  is  faith-healing  exercises.  The 
first  syllabus  for  the  course,  taken  by  a 
record  279  students  last  semester,  noted 
frankly  its  unfamiliar  approach  for  an 
evangelical  school:  “Today  many  ‘Bible 
believing’  people  are  convinced  for 
various  reasons  that  God  no  longer  heals. 


They  are  not  disappointed  nor  is  their 
theology  disturbed ...  in  their  group  God 
doesn’t  heal.” 

Fuller’s  school  of  world  mission 
started  the  course  when  the  faculty 
became  intrigued  by  reports  of 
miraculous  “signs  and  wonders” 
preceding  and  accompanying  jumps  in 
church  growth  in  Third  World  countries. 
C.  Peter  Wagner,  one  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Fuller  course,  predicted  that  “by  the 
end  of  the  decade  evangelicals  will  come 
to  terms  with  the  working  of  the 
supernatural  like  they  never  have 
before,  but  by  that  time  they  will  have 
rationalized  it  to  say  it  is  not  charismatic 
but  the  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit”  in 
other  ways. 

Attendance  has  risen  at  least  15 
percent  in  the  last  six  months  since  Van 
Nuys  First  Baptist  Church  changed  the 
style  of  its  predictable  worship  patterns 
and  introduced  enthusiastic  “praise 
worship,”  said  Pastor  Jess  Moody.  In 
trying  to  change  the  congregation  from 
spectators  into  performers,  Mr.  Moody 
said,  he  has  them  singing  more,  singing 
newer  and  simpler  songs  and  even 
applauding  God  occasionally. 

Mr.  Moody  said  two  large 
Pentecostal/charismatic  churches, 
Church  on  the  Way  in  Van  Nuys  and 
Calvary  Chapel  of  Santa  Ana,  use  a  form 
of  praise  worship  successfully. 
“Evangelicals  have  been  averse  to  it 
because  they  think  that’s  characteristic 
of  the  tongues  movement,”  Mr.  Moody 
said.  Nevertheless,  he  said,  Southern 
Baptist  churches  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
Orlando  and  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  are 
using  it  and  his  fellow  Southern  Baptists 
have  shown  positive  interest. 

Largest  churches  Pentecostal 

The  success  and  excitement  of  the 
Pentecostal/charismatic  movement  also 
are  seen  by  their  leaders  to  invite 
imitation.  The  three  largest  churches  in 
the  world,  according  to  a  study  by 
Christian  Life  magazine,  are 
Pentecostal,  topped  by  the  Full  Gospel 
Central  Church  of  Seoul  with  more  than 
200,000  members.  The  Assemblies  of 
God,  the  largest  Pentecostal 
denomination,  was  also  the  fastest- 
growing  American  body  in  the  1970’s  and 
opened  nearly  400  new  churches  in  1982. 
“Pentecostal  Christianity  is  Christianity 
standing  on  tiptoe,  expecting  something 
to  happen,”  says  the  Rev.  Larry 
Christensen,  who  was  an  early 
charismatic  leader  in  nearby  San  Pedro 
while  pastoring  an  American  Lutheran 
Church  congregation.  He  now 
coordinates  the  Lutheran  charismatic 
movement  from  Minneapolis. 

While  the  distinctions  between 
Pentecostal  and  non-Pentecostal 
Christians  have  been  difficult  matters  to 
handle  within  conservative  church 
circles,  they  were  termed  two  sides  of  the 
coin  by  church  historian  Eric  W.  Gritsch, 


a  Lutheran.  The  coin  is  the  “quest  for 
certainty"  in  religion.  “Rational  dogma 
and  emotional  experience  —  the  head 
and  the  heart  —  have  always  been  the 
means  employed  by  troubled 
consciences  to  find  security  and  peace,” 
Mr.  Gritsch  wrote  in  “Born  Againism.” 

Many  Christian  traditions  tend  to  be 
more  modest  about  what  can  be  said  with 
theological  certainty.  Responding  to  a 
charge  last  year  that  he  was  an  agnostic, 
United  Methodist  theologican  Schubert 
Ogden  quoted  H.  L.  Mencken’s  line  that 
religion  is  99  percent  trust  and  1  percent 
knowledge. 

The  New  Testament  tells  of  speaking  of 
tongues  —  utterances  in  unknown  or 
foreign  languages  —  coming  from  the 
mouths  of  disciples  on  the  Jewish  holiday 
of  Pentecost  and  then  practiced  later  in 
churches.  Biblical  passages  are  cited  for 
other  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  such  as  healing, 
prophecy  and  spiritual  discernment. 

The  growing  willingness  of 
evangelicals  to  cooperate  with 
Pentecostalists/charismatics,  however, 
stops  so  far  at  the  matter  of  tongues 
speaking.  Evangelicals  may  claim  to  be 
blessed  by  or  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
but  most  Pentecostalists  say  that  really 
has  not  happened  unless  one  has  spoken 
in  tongues. 

A  Gallup  Poll  four  years  ago  said  that 
of  Americans  surveyed  who  identified 
themselves  as  Pentecostalist  or 
charismatic,  only  one-sixth  had  ever 
spoken  in  tongues.  Many  Pentecostals 
later  questioned  the  accuracy  of  the  poll. 

Though  the  Assemblies  of  God 
leadership  has  attempted  to  tighten  up 
the  doctrine  on  the  significance  of 
speaking  in  tongues,  Peter  Wagner  of 
Fuller  said  the  charismatic  Christians 
are  moving  away  from  that. 

‘Tongues’  not  necessary  sign 
“Take  me,  for  example,”  Mr.  Wagner 
said.  “Very  few  people  know  whether  I 
speak  in  tongues  or  not.  It  so  happens  I 
do.  But  I  don’t  take  it  as  a  necessary  sign 
of  baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit."  He  said  he 
has  had  various  experiences  of  being 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  since  his 
conversion  to  Christianity  in  1950,  and  he 
cited  a  healed  cyst  as  something  that 
made  him  more  receptive  to  the 
charismatic  movement. 

Mr.  Wagner,  who  calls  himself  a 
“straight-line  evangelical,”  cites  the 
Lake  Avenue  Congregational  Church  in 
Pasadena,  where  he  is  a  member,  as  an 
example  of  an  evangelical  congregation 
willing  to  be  open  to  supernatural 
occurrences.  “Lake  Avenue  is  now 
inviting  people  after  every  service  to  go 
to  the  prayer  room  to  be  anointed  in 
prayer  for  physical  healing,”  he  said. 

The  congregation  is  quiet  and 
traditional,  although  a  rising  attendance, 
now  about  3,000  every  Sunday,  reveals  a 
dynamic  sense  of  direction,  Mr.  Wagner 
said.  “We  feel  engaged  in  a  ministry  of 
healing,  but  in  a  Congregational  way  not 
in  a  Pentecostal  way,”  he  said. 

John  Dart  is  a  religion  writer  on  the 
staff  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  in  which  a 
version  of  this  article  previously 
appeared. 


>9V. 

Uplifted  hailds  and  eyes  closed  in  fervent  prayeif  are  among  the  visible  signs  of 
persons  captured  by  the  Pentecostal  spirit.  Some  events,  like  this  charismatic 
renewal  conference  in  Kansas  City,  have  drawn  more  than  50,000  persons,  including 
Roman  Catholics,  Lutherans,  Episcopalians,  Mennonites,  Presbyterians,  Methodists, 
and  other  Christians.  Themes  common  in  Pentecostal  or  renewal  conferences  include 
•/Wholeness,”  “Holiness,”  and  “Sending  forth  the  People.” 
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Book  review 


‘Wonderful,  incurable  optimism  about  church’ 


“American  Saints  and  Seers: 
American-Born  Religions  and  the 
Genius  Behind  Them,”  by 
Edward  Rice.  Four  Winds  Press, 
New  York,  1982.  229  p.  $11.95. 

By  CAROLE  C.  DEILY 
“America  is  a  God-obsessed  nation,” 
says  Edward  Rice  in  the  preface  to  this 
detailed  examination  of  the  faiths  that 
were  born  and  grew  up  on  this  continent. 
,He  points  out  that,  even  though  many 
Americans  claim  they  have  no  religious 
faith,  millions  of  others  hold  strong 
convictions  and  strive  for  salvation. 

;  He  mentions  that  Americans  have 
always  sought  the  perfect  society,  and 


have  been  confident  in  their  searching. 
Mr.  Price  comments,  “There  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful,  incurable  optimism  about  the  sects  and 
churches  found  in  America.  This  time  the 
right  path,  the  right  way,  has  been 
discovered.  The  sacred  texts  of  the  Holy 
Bible  have  at  last  been  properly 
interpreted  and  understood.  The  founder, 
saint,  or  seer  has  been  given  a  divine 
vision  that  will  lead  people  to  a  heaven  on 
earth.” 

An  important  limitation  of  the  book  is 
that  it  does  not  discuss  churches  founded 
in  Europe  and  brought  to  America.  Thus, 
the  vast  majority  of  believers  are 
omitted,  and  a  sense  of  balance  of  the 
religious  development  of  the  United 


Finding  the  right  Bible  job 

By  IDA  M.  PARDUE 

The  Bible  calls  Luke  a  beloved  “physician”  —  not  a  doctor. 

The  10  professions  in  the  first  list  below  aren’t  mentioned  in  the  Bible  either  — 
but  they  are  in  the  other  list  as  they  were  known  in  Bible  times. 

Can  you  match  them  up  correctly? 


1.  Attorney 

cook 

2.  Professor 

singer 

3.  Chef 

preacher 

4.  Porter 

teacher 

5.  Vocalists 

scribe 

6.  Chauffeur 

lawyer 

7.  Fortune  teller 

manservant 

8.  Clergyman 

doorkeeper 

9.  Journalist 

soothsayer 

10.  Valet 

driver 

ANSWERS: 

I.  Attorney,  lawyer  —  Ml  22.35  ;  2.  Professor,  teacher  —  Ti  1-1.11;  3.  Chef,  cook  —  Isa  9.23;  4.  Porter, 
doorkeeper  —  Ps  84.10;  5.  Vocalists,  singers  —  Ps  87.07  ;  6.  Chauffeur,  driver  —  1  K  22.  34  ;  7.  Fortune 
teller,  soothsayer  —  Deu  18.10;  8.  Clergyman,  preacher  —  2T  1-1.11 ;  9.  Journalist,  scribe  —  Neh  8.01 ;  10. 
Valet,  manservant  —  Ex  20.10. 

What's  it  worth? 

By  P.  A.  HADDOCK 

Christ  uses  coins  in  His  parables  and  teachings.  Most  of  us  today  don’t 
understand  what  these  coins  stood  for,  but  knowing  how  much  a  denarius  was 
worth  adds  meaning  to  Christ’s  gospel  messages.  Take  this  quiz  to  find  out  how 
much  you  know  about  the  coins  of  the  gospels.  Just  match  the  coin  with  its  use 
or  value.  You  can  look  at  the  gospel  passage  where  the  coin  is  mentioned  to  try 
and  figure  out  the  answer. 

COIN 

(a)  denarius  (Matthew  20.1-16  &  22.15-21) 

<b>  mite  (Mark  12.41-44) 

<c)  didrachma  (Matthew  17.24-27) 

(d)  stater  (Matthew  17.24-27) 

<e>  farthing  (Matthew  10.26-31) 

<f>  drachma  (Luke  15.8-10) 

(g)  talent  (Matthew  18.21-35) 

answers:  a-3;  b-6;  c-1;  d-4;  e-5;  f-2;  g-7 


WORTH 

( 1 )  two  days  wages ;  one  man's  temple  tax 

(2)  a  Greek  coin  similar  to  the  denarius  in  value 

(3)  a  day's  wage  for  a  laborer;  the  Roman  coin  of 
tribute 

(4)  two  didrachmas;  also  a  Semitic  coin  called  a 
shekel;  Judas  was  probably  paid  in  shekels 

(5)  worth  1/24  of  a  denarius 

(6)  worth  1/16  of  a  farthing 

(7)  equaled  6.000  denarri 


States  is  missing.  Those  who  hope  to  find 
the  threads  of  the  United  Methodist 
tradition  woven  through  American 
history  will  be  disappointed,  as  I  was  at 
first.  However,  these  seldom-mentioned 
denominations  and  sects  present  a 
fascinating  sidelight,  and  there  are  so 
many  of  them,  in  all  their  diversity  and 
divisions,  that  they  provide  sufficient 
information  and  entertainment  for  one 
reading  experience. 

In  the  introduction,  the  religious  stage 
is  set  for  the  reader.  We  learn  that  in  the 
1700s,  the  ideas  of  the  Reformation  had 
filtered  down  to  the  peasants  and 
workers,  giving  common  people  the 
freedom  to  interpret  the  Gospels.  This 
freedom,  their  fervor,  and  their  desire 
for  social  change  and  a  better  life  gave 
the  impetus  for  some  strange  religious 
groups.  Gnostic  influences  were  present, 
with  their  premise  that  forces  of  good 
and  evil  were  constantly  working  in  each 
person’s  life.  Emphasis  was  placed  on 

History  of  hymns 


the  form  baptism  should  take,  on  the 
second  coming  of  Christ  and  the  end  of 
the  world,  and  on  emotional  and  physical 
reactions  to  being  seized  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  groups  investigated  in  the  book 
are  the  Shakers,  the  Mormons,  Christian 
Science,  the  Muslims,  the  Adventists  and 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  the  Pentecostal 
and  Holiness  movements,  American 
Indian  religions,  and  other  sects  and 
cults,  including  a  UFO  cult,  Jim  Jones’ 
People’s  Temple,  the  Hare  Krishnas  and 
the  Moonies.  Many  “chosen”  leaders  are 
moving  through  these  pages,  as  well  as 
a  few  downright  charlatans.  As  one 
possessor  of  the  truth  follows  another, 
the  reader  may  think  that  in  America  we 
enjoy  the  freedom  to  be  misguided. 

Although  written  for  young  adults, 
“American  Saints  and  Seers”  can  speak 
to  adults  as  well.  If  offers  a  panorama  of 
some  religious  phenomena  of  our  country 
since  its  beginning. 


Enthusiasm  poet’s  goal 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 


Holy,  holy,  holy!  Lord  God 
Almighty! 

Early  in  the  morning  our  song  shall 
rise  to  thee; 

Holy,  holy,  holy,  merciful  and 
mighty! 

God  in  three  Persons,  blessed 
Trinity! 

Reginald  Heber,  who  wrote  these  lines, 
was  born  into  a  family  of  wealth  and 
culture.  Following  his  graduation  from 
Oxford  University  in  1807,  he  took  holy 
orders  in  the  Church  of  England  and 
became  rector  of  his  father’s  church  in 
the  small  village  of  Hodnet  in  western 
England. 

The  hymn  singing  was  poor  at  Hodnet, 
and  Mr.  Heber  sought  some  copies  of 
John  Newton  and  William  Cowper’s 
“Olney  Hymns”  to  bring  some  new 
enthusiasm  to  the  singing.  This  1799 
collection  of  hymns  included  the  first 
appearance  of  “Amazing  grace,  how 
sweet  the  sound.” 

For  his  weekly  services  at  Hodnet,  Mr. 
Heber  followed  the  Anglican  Prayer 
Book  and  the  ecclesiastical  year,  but  he 
could  not  find  hymns  appropriate  to  the 


Sundays  of  the  year.  So  he  solicited  new 
hymns  from  a  number  of  friends,  and  he 
wrote  some  himself. 

“Holy,  Holy,  Holy,”  is  Mr.  Heber’s 
hymn  for  Trinity  Sunday,  which  occurs  in 
the  Church  Year  eight  weeks  after  Easter, 
and  that  happens  to  be  next  Sunday. 

The  tune  we  sing  to  these  words  was 
composed  by  John  B.  Dykes,  noted 
English  hymn  tune  composer.  It  is  un¬ 
questionably  one  of  the  most  frequently 
used  tunes  in  hymnals  around  the  world. 

When  Mr.  Dykes  published  the  tune  in 
1861,  he  named  it  “Nicaea,”  in 
recognition  of  the  Council  of  Nicaea, 
which  met  in  A.D.  325.  This  meeting  at 
Nicaea,  an  ancient  town  in  Asia  Minor, 
produced  a  summary  of  Christian 
doctrine  which  included  an  important 
affirmation  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity. 

The  belief  in  the  Trinity  —  that  God  is 
three  persons  in  one:  God  the  Father, 
God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit  — 
was  clearly  set  forth  in  this  document 
and  is  reflected  today  in  the  Nicene 
Creed. 

Sing  the  hymn  with  joyful  reverence 
and  awe  of  a  holy  God. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“All  People  That  On 
Earth  Do  Dwell” 


Pentecost  depicted  by  14th  cen  tury  master 


This  depiction  of  a  Pentecost  altar  —  part  of  the  collection  at  Wallraf- 
Richartz  Museum  in  Cologne,  West  Germany  —  was  painted  by  an 
unidentified  14th  century  Westphalian  master. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Dear  Deborah 

‘Intervention’  needed 


to  combat 

Dear  Deborah : 

Though  your  response  to  “J.R.”  in  an 
earlier  issue  of  The  Reporter  was  well- 
intended,  it  missed  the  mark  and  could 
indeed  be  dangerous.  J.  R.  was  writing 
concerning  a  mother,  stepfather  and 
brother  who  “drink  a  lot.” 

From  the  description  in  J.  R.’s  letter,  it 
sounds  as  though  there  are  three  active 
alcoholics  in  the  family.  And  though  they 
certainly  need  the  prayers  of  J.  R.  and 
the  rest  of  us  they  need  our  help  also. 

Alcoholism  is  a  disease,  pure  and 
simple.  An  always  fatal  disease.  J.  R.’s 
removal  of  himself/herself  from  them 
will  not  do  them  any  favors.  Nor  will 
simple  prayer  for  their  conversion.  What 
J.R.  needs  to  do,  if  he  or  she  truly  loves 
them,  is  to  speak  with  someone  familiar 
with  counseling  chemical  dependents 
and  arrange  for  what  is  called  “inter¬ 
vention”!  These  people  need  treatment 
or  they  will  die.  It  is  as  simple  as  that! 

People  do  not  recover  from  the  disease 
of  alcoholism  by  themselves  and  they  are 
never  fully  “cured”  of  it.  The  disease  can 
only  be  arrested.  But  in  order  for  that  to 
happen,  help  must  be  received  from 
trained  people  who  know  the  disease  and 
its  ramifications. 

J.  R.’s  task  is  to  pray  for  God’s 
strength  and  courage  to  take  the 
appropriate  action  in  leading  his  or  her 
loved  ones  to  help,  and  then  take  that 
action.  Simply  praying  for  them  and 
doing  nothing  will  accomplish  nothing. 
God  answers  our  prayers  by  enabling  us 
to  do  what  needs  to  be  done. 

What  J.  R.  must  do  is  to  intervene  in 
the  progress  of  this  deadly  disease.  That 
is  the  most  loving  action  and  God  will 
indeed  provide  the  power  to  do  so. 

Grace  and  Peace, 

Dr.  J.J.V. 

Dear  Dr.  J.J.V. : 

Thank  you  for  your  very  helpful 
letter.  I  fear  my  answer  to  J.  R. 
revealed  my  fear  that  doing  the 
wrong  thing  would  be  worse  than 
doing  nothing  —  and  that  is 
cowardly.  Many  of  our  readers 
wrote  responding  to  J.  R.’s  problem 
and  many  suggested  Al-Anon  as  a 
fellowship  of  concerned  people  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  problem  of  alcohol.  This  or¬ 
ganization  provides  group  meetings 
as  well  as  a  library  of  information. 

Dear  Deborah : 

Ten  years  ago  I  was  devoid  of  all  hope, 
miserable,  begging  God  to  let  me  die  — 
because  of  a  drinking  problem  in  my 
family.  Then  I  came  into  Al-Anon,  which 
is  a  spin-off  of  A. A.  and  its  sole  purpose  is 
to  help  families  of  alcoholics.  It  is  a 
spiritual  program  with  no  affiliation  with 
my  religion  .  .  .  You  won’t  learn  how  to 
make  the  alcoholic  stop  drinking  .  .  .  only 
the  alcoholic  can  do  that.  But  you  will 
learn  how  to  live  an  abundant,  radiant 
life,  even  when  the  alcoholic  is  still 
drinking.  And  the  love  that  develops 
between  members  of  a  group  is  beyond 
describing.  I  have  been  a  lifelong  church 
members.  I  love  my  church  and  wouldn’t 
dream  of  being  without  it.  It  reinforces 
what  I  learn  in  Al-Anon,  and  Al-Anon 
reinforces  what  I  find  in  church. 

If  you  cannot  find  the  phone  number  of 
such  a  group  in  your  phone  directory, 
then  write  Al-Anon,  P.O.  Box  182,  Madison 
Square  Station,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10010. 
Thank  you  for  the  help  you  are  giving. 

M.G. 

Dear  M.G.: 

I  am  pleased  to  pass  on  your 
experience  and  information  —  thank 
you  for  sharing  it. 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  know  that  you  mean  well  but  I 
disagree  with  the  advice  that  you  gave 
George  in  an  earlier  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  I  think  it  is  great  that  his  wife 
wants  to  spend  all  her  time  with  God.  The 
people  that  really  need  the  professional 


alcoholism 

help  are  the  wives  who  sit  home  and 
watch  six  to  eight  hours  of  soap  operas. 

Then  they  turn  on  the  radio  and  listen 
to  country  westerh  music  where  they 
hear  songs  like  “Teach  Me  to  Cheat.”  Or 
rock  music  where  they  hear  blasphemy 
against  God.  Then  at  night  they  turn  on 
the  TV  again  and  watch  some  more 
trash.  Is  that  a  better  way  for  her  to 
spend  her  time? 

The  average  person  is  probably  awake 
for  about  112  hours  a  week.  If  you  spend  2 
hours  a  week  with  God  in  a  Sunday 
service,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the 
other  110  hours?  You  have  to  be  listening, 
watching,  or  thinking  something  for 
those  hours.  I  think  that  those  hours 
spent  with  God  are  far  better  than  what  the 
world  has  to  offer.  The  article  said  that 
she  sends  money  to  different  ministers 
that  they  can’t  afford.  Maybe  she  can  cut 
down  on  the  amount  sent.  I  would  like  to 
support  a  lot  of  them  but  one  person  just 
can’t  do  it .  .  . 

George  also  talked  about  her  not  being 
able~~to  finish  a  sentence  without  a 
reference  to  God  or  Jesus.  What  is  wrong 
with  that?  Everywhere  you  go  you  hear 
people  that  can’t  finish  more  than  a  few 
sentences  without  using  God's  name  in  a 
way  that  Christians  don’t  like  to  hear. 

The  people  that  really  need 
professional  help  or  help  from  their 
pastors,  are  the  people  that  spend  all 
their  time  away  from  God  ...  not  the 
ones  that  want  to  spend  all  their  time 
with  God.  Wayne 

Dear  Wayne: 

You  make  some  good  points  and  I 
thank  you  for  writing.  There  must, 
however,  be  some  other  alternatives 
for  wives  than  you  suggest.  I  agree 
that  what  we  choose  to  put  into  our 
minds  —  trash  or  treasure  —  not 
only  influences  us  but  eventually 
defines  who  we  think  we  are.  We 
can't  be  too  choosy! 

However,  George's  wife's  need  for 
religious  words  constantly  had  gone 
beyond  normal  into  obsessive 
behavior.  Whenever  we  are 
obsessed,  that  is,  craving  ANY¬ 
THING  beyond  our  capacity  to  re¬ 
strain  ourselves,  then  we  need  help 
in  regaining  our  balance.  That  is  all 
I  was  suggesting. 

Dear  Deborah: 

Regarding  your  advice  to  George, 

I  was  surprised  that  you  perceived  his 
wife’s  devotion  as  an  unhealthy  fanati¬ 
cism  that  needs  professional  help  imme> 
diately. 

I  believe  this  woman  probably  has  a 
heart  hungering  for  righteousness  of 
which  Jesus  recommended  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount.  If  one  really  loves  the  Lord 
with  all  their  heart,  mind,  and  strength, 
you  would  expect  that  person  to  be  con¬ 
sumed  with  the  Lord  and  seeking  His  will 
even  if  it  is  by  means  of  the  airwaves. 

I  objected  to  the  advice  for  immediate 
need  to  get  professional  counseling.  I 
agree  that  it  would  be  good  to  talk  with 
the  pastor  provided  he  is  a  Spirit-filled 
man  (or  woman?).  However,  for  her  to 
receive  professional  counseling  from 
someone  who  may  not  even  know  God 
would  be  like  the  multitude  in  Acts  2:13 
trying  to  figure  out  what  had  happened  to 
the  apostles. 

I  pray  God  will  give  you  wisdom  in  the 
advice  you  give  in  the  future. 

In  His  Name,  Mark 

Dear  Mark: 

I  fervently  pray  so  also  —  that  He 
will  give  me  some  wisdom  in  these  $■ 
matters  —  at  least  that  I  will  know 
when  to  advise  further  professional 
help.  I  would  hope  that  when  we  who 
are  Christians  seek  such  help,  we 
value  highly  counsellors  who 
understand  and  recognize  spiritual 
problems. 
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Methodist  Children’s  Home  News 


The  “Ladder  of  Success’’  was  the 
theme  for  the  1983  MCH  Awards’ 
Banquet  held  on  the  evening  of  May  5  in 
Holt  Activities  Center. 

Once  again  as  in  the  past  MCH 
residents  were  recognized  for  various 
types  of  achievements  during  the  past 
school  year  and  preceding  summer.  And 
once  again,  everyone  dined  on  the 
delicious  gumbo  provided  by  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  First  Church,  Monroe. 
An  added  item  to  this  year’s  menu  was 
the  homemade  pies  provided  by 
members  of  the  MCH  Auxiliary. 

In  addition  to  children  and  youth  being 
recognized  for  their  various  accom¬ 
plishments  during  the  past  year, 
there  were  special  awards  presented  in 
three  major  areas.  These  were  for 
athletics,  academic  performance,  and 
citizenship. 

Athletic  awards  were  given  to  the 
following  persons  for  their  participation 
on  MCH  sponsored  basketball  teams; 
Jimmy  Humphrey  and  Debra  Holmes  for 
Most  Valuable  Player;  Jeff  Payne  and 
Florence  Yates  for  Coaches  Award. 

Academic  awards  were  based  on  the 
different  levels  of  academic  work  in 
which  students  are  enrolled.  An 
outstanding  student  was  chosen  from 
each  of  the  three  achievement  levels. 
They  were  Rhonda  Covington,  Deanna 
Barbo,  and  Sharon  Troxel. 

The  MCH  Citizenship  award  was 
presented  to  the  resident  with  the  best 
record  of  achievement  in  all  areas  of  the 
MCH  program  as  well  as  church,  school, 
and  community.  The  winner  was  Jeff 
Payne  with  other  nominees  being  Debra 
Richardson  and  Deanna  Barbo. 


6 Ladder  of  Success’  Is  Theme  of  Awards  Banquet  1983 


Jeff  Payne  receives  Citizenship  Award  from  Terrel  DeYille. 


Three  ‘‘Outstanding  Students"  get  awards. 


Homecoming  set 


|  From  the  Executive  Director 

|  CONCERNING  LICENSING  | 

:::  (Excerpts  from  testimony  delivered  by  Terrel  DeVille  before  a  j: 

•I;  Legislative  Committee  on  May  16,  1983)  ji 

j:  I  speak  for  a  church  owned  and  church  funded  agency  that  has  jj 

jj  voluntarily  taken  part  in  licensin deprocedures  since  1948.  In  all  those  :• 
:j:  years  we  have  found  the  licensing  process  to  be  of  benefit  to  us.  !j: 

:j  The  state  license  certificate  that  hangs  in  our  front  office  is  jj; 
•jj  assurance  to  United  Methodists  and  other  financial  supporters  that  % 
|i;  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  providing  quality  care.  Our  church  can  jjj 
be  certain  that  we  are  providing  the  kind  of  care  with  which  they  jjj 
:jj  would  want  the  Methodist  name  associated.  j;j 

jj  Speaking  for  a  church  related  agency  it  would  be  easy  for  me  to  jjj 
jj  cloud  this  question  of  licensing  by  throwing  up  a  smokescreen  under  jj: 
:j  the  name  of  separation  of  church  and  state.  By  this  argument,  we  :j: 
jj  could  claim  that  church  buses  don’t  need  safety  inspection  stickers  jjj 
j:  since  they  are  the  Lord’s  buses  and  not  the  state’s.  The  fact  is  state  jjj 
j:  licensing  does  not  hamper  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  carrying  out  jjj 
jj  its  ministry  to  children,  youth,  and  families.  Instead  it  only  assures  jjj 
:•  that  we  are  doing  the  job  we  claim  to  be  doing. 

jj  State  licensing  of  social  and  human  service  facilities  helps  to  jj 
jj  minimize  the  opportunity  for  abuse  and  substandard  programming.  It  jj 
ji  doesn’t  eliminate  it,  but  does  improve  the  kind  of  care  that  is  provided  j; 
?!  far  more  than  if  we  had  no  public  standards  at  all.  •: 

|  CONCERNING  INSTITUTIONS  jj 

(Borrowed  from  Ray  Stull  of  Bashor  United  Methodist  Home  of  >t 
Indiana)  jj 

j:j  According  to  Webster,  institution  has  four  definitions.  1.  An  j: 
jij  instituting  or  being  instituted;  establishment.  2.  An  established  law,  ji 
jj:  custom,  practice,  etc.  3.  (a)  An  organization  having  a  social,  jj 
jj  educational,  or  religious  purpose  as  a  school,  church,  reformatory,  jij 
etc.(b)  The  building  housing  such  an  organization.  4.  Well  established  jjj 
jj  person  or  thing.  jjj 

jij  Nowhere  do  I  find  anything  in  any  of  those  definitions  that  suggests  ;jj 
jij  institution  is  a  “dirty  word."  In  fact,  I  find  just  the  opposite;  having  to  jj 
jj  do  with  “social,  educational  or  religious  purpose;  well  established.”  j: 
i,  This  conveys  to  me,  tradition,  heritage  and  pride.  Yet  today  many  jj 
jjj  people  try  to  make  institution  into  a  dirty  word.  > 

iji  Some  of  this  may  have  to  do  with  the  sensational  nature  of  reporting  jj 
v  that  has  been  used  the  past  several  years.  When  excesses  or  abuses  3 
4  are  found,  the  word  “institution"  or  “institutionalized”  is  used  as  if  it  jj 
4  were  vile  and  distasteful.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  generalization  and  very  jj 
4  unfair.  i 

ij:  The  family  is  an  institution.  For  Christians  it  is  the  foundation  for  J 

iji  expression  of  love  and  faith .  There  are  abuses  in  some  families,  but  we  jjj 
iji  do  not  try  to  do  away  with  this  institution,  we  try  to  strengthen  it.  jj 

4  Churches  are  institutions,  most  with  strong  heritage  and  a  proud  jj 
jij  record  of  service.  Yet,  there  have  been  instances  when  leaders  have  jj 
jj  abused  their  positions  and  excesses  have  occurred  in  the  name  of  the  j: 
ji  church.  We  have  not  abandoned  the  church,  we  stripped  the  offenders  ji 
ji  of  power  and  righted  the  wrongs  inflicted.  ji 

4  Children's  homes,  nursing  homes,  and  homes  for  the  aged  are  jj 
:•  institutions.  In  the  past  several  years  some  evidence  of  abuse  and  -j 
ij  wrong  doing  have  been  found.  Although  mostly  in  government  owned  j: 
j:  and  operated  facilities,  (not  private  church  related)  and  now  the  word  j: 
ji  institution  is  used  as  a  dirty  word.  I  am  all  for  weeding  out  the  chaff.  If  j; 
j:  abuse  occurs  it  should  be  dealt  with.  Let’s  put  the  blame  where  it  jj 
:•  belongs,  with  the  perpetrators,  not  the  institution.  :j 

ij  Institutions  are  needed.  They  serve  a  very  useful  purpose,  j: 
•j  Institutions  do  more  good  than  harm  for  a  great  many  people.  Let's  j: 
j:  get  them  off  the  “dirty  word”  list.  ji 


for June  12 

Alumni,  former  staff  and  other  friends 
of  Methodist  Children’s  Home  are  invited 
to  attend  the  1983  Homecoming  to  be  held 
Sunday,  June  12.  The  festivities  will  take 
place  in  Ezell  Chapel  and  Holt  Activities 
Center  beginning  at  9 : 30  a.m. 

Coffee  will  be  served  to  arriving  guests 
from  9:30-10:30  a.m.  in  the  lounge  of  Holt 
Activities  Center.  The  annual  business 
meeting  of  the  alumni  organization  will 
begin  at  10:30  in  Ezell  Chapel  to  be 
followed  by  a  noontime  lunch  in  the  new 
dining  area  of  the  activities  center. 
Donations  will  be  accepted  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  meal. 

Alumni  president.  Jack  Mims,  says 
that  no  special  activities  are  planned  for 
the  afternoon  so  that  guests  will  .have 
plenty  of  opportunity  for  visiting.  Mims 
encourages  all  persons  having  special 
ties  to  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
(Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage)  to 
make  plans  now  to  attend  the 
celebration.  Information  on  motel 
accommodations  in  Ruston  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  the  MCH  office  — 
(318  )  255-5020). 


Girls’  basketball  awards. 


District  Office 


at  MCH 


The  Ruston  District  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  a  new  home 
beginning  June  15.  On  that  day  the 
district  superintendent’s  office  will  begin 
transacting  business  at  901  South  Vienna 
in  Ruston.  The  office  will  be  located  in 
Webb  Hall,  the  administration  building 
of  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Up  until  now  the  Ruston  superin¬ 
tendent  has  conducted  business  from 
an  office  in  the  district  parsonage. 
However,  the  district  committee  for  the 
superintendency  recently  decided  to 
relocate  the  office  away  from  the 
parsonage.  After  a  search  of  available 
office  space  in  the  Ruston  area,  it  was 
decided  to  use  the  space  offered  by  MCH. 

The  office  is  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
administration  building  along  with  other 
offices  of  the  MCH  administration.  The 
office  is  on  the  east  end  of  the  building 
and  is  directly  accessible  via  stairs 
located  adjacent  to  it.  There  is  an  area 
suitable  for  a  receptionist’s  office  at  the 
head  of  the  stairway.  A  large  carpeted 
conference  room  nearby  will  be  made 
available  to  the  district  superintendent 
upon  request. 

The  occupant  for  the  office  will  be  the 
Rev.  Don  Hall,  newly  appointed 
superintendent  for  the  Ruston  District. 
Hall  is  replacing  the  Rev.  Bob  Peyton 
who  is  retiring  at  this  session  of  the 
annual  conference.  MCH  Executive 
Director,  Terrel  DeVille,  had  this  to  say 
about  the  new  office  arrangement,  “We 
are  looking  forward  to  having  Don  Hall 
around  and  part  of  our  MCH  family.  We 
know  that  presence  of  the  district  office 
at  our  agency  will  be  of  mutual  benefit  to 
the  Ruston  District  and  Methodist 
Children’s  Home.” 


These  students  earned  between  2.5  and  2.9  gpa. 


These  students  earned  a  3.0  gpa  or  better. 


BI/POLAR  Training  for  Staff  Family  Retreat  for  Homer  Church 


Thirteen  MCH  staff  members 
participated  in  a  BI/POLAR  seminar  on 
April  21  and  22  in  Holt  Activities  Center 
on  campus.  The  seminar  was  conducted 
by  Doug  Williams,  a  certified  BI/POLAR 
teacher  and  MCH  Chaplain  and 
Development  Director. 

BI /POLAR  seminars  focus  upon  the 
various  strengths  found  within  each 
human  personality.  Participants  are 
helped  to  become  more  aware  and 
appreciative  of  their  own  personality 
strengths  and  the  strengths  of  other 
persons.  In  addition  the  seminar 
provides  participants  with  information 
on  how  they  can  better  use  all  of  their 


various  strengths  and  how  persons  with 
different  sets  of  strengths  can  better 
relate  to  one  another. 

The  BI/POLAR  seminar  is  just  one  of 
several  training  events  that  have  been 
available  to  MCH  staff  over  the  past 
several  months.  Other  workshops 
featured  various  professionals  giving 
information  on  such  topics  as  personality 
development  and  adolescence. 

In-service  training  is  an  integral  part 
of  the  MCH  program  providing  staff  the 
opportunity  to  acquire  the  skills 
necessary  to  work  with  children,  youth 
and  families. 


Families  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Homer  gathered  at  Caney 
Conference  Center  near  Minden  on  April 
15  and  16  for  a  family  life  retreat 
conducted  by  members  of  the  MCH  staff. 
The  event  which  was  entitled  “Families 
Together”  was  an  opportunity  for  family 
members  to  experience  a  weekend  away 
from  home  in  fellowship  with  one  another 
and  with  other  families  while  learning 
how  to  communicate  and  function  as 
more  productive  family  members. 

Persons  from  the  MCH  staff  provided 
information  on  communication  between 
parents  and  children,  problem  solving  of 
different  situations,  and  setting  priorities 


for  the  family.  A  combination  of  didactic 
and  group  interaction  was  used  to 
present  the  material. 

Leaders  for  the  event  from  Homer 
church  were  Carolyn  Thurmon,  Family 
Life  Coordinator  and  Joanne  Cook, 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Doug 
Williams  of  the  MCH  staff  also  served  as 
a  co-leader  for  the  weekend. 

Churches  interested  in  sponsoring 
similar  retreats  or  workshops  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  contact  Doug  Williams  or 
Terrel  DeVille  at  (318)  255-5020.  Method¬ 
ist  Children's  Home  offers  leadership  for 
these  events  at  no  charge  except  for  re¬ 
imbursement  of  travel  expenses. 
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E  £  LEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

m  endent . William  F.  Mayo  4 

r-  ^  . Tracy  R.  Arnold  4 

>  cd  ate . Kent  A.  Kilbourne  2 

J  00  ate . Larry  Donald  Norman  1 

-g  yc  -*  ate . Fred  Flurry  R  6 

o  ^  ark’s . Alonzo  Campbell  4 

■r-  o-  JiurDr . Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  1 

Wilton- Wesley . Charles  L.  Washington  1 

Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill . (Jon  Tellifero  PTLP )  2 

Bethel . JohnSayesR  1 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper  . .  (Jennie  L.  Pickett  LP )  1 

Union-Macedonia . ( Herbert  Green  PTLP )  2 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Mem. -Evergreen- White  Chap. 

. Larry  D.  O’Dell  2 

Wesley-Marshall-Simpson-St.  Marks 

. (Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  PTLP)  6 

Coif ax-Hollins  Chapel . Leon  A.  Boggs  1 

Eden . ( Richard  0 .  Teeter  PTLP )  2 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder 

. Fred  B.  Moore  2 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  2 

Jonesville . Sherman  L.  Beird  2 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 

. John  M.  Downs  2 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simmesport - Richard  L.  Behling  2 

Marthaville-Beulah-Robeline . Abe  M.  Conerly  R  3 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice 

. (Robert  E.  Hollis  LP)  2 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-St.  Paul,  C-St.  Paul,  L 

. ( Alex  Johnson  PTLP )  9 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel- 

St.  Marks . (Dan  C.  Simon  LP)  1 

College  Avenue-Campti . Ryan  Horton,  Jr .  7 

First . C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  4 

First,  Associate . Calvin  Jeffrey  Duke  1 

Oak  Grove . T.  B.S. 

Olla-Tullos . Stephen  R.  Williamson  4 

Palestine-Pleasant  Grove . J erry  A  Means  6 

Pineville,  First . Hugh  L.  Baker  6 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel . (Lloyd  J.  Lowe  SLP)  2 

Provencal-Weaver . Jolly  B.  Harper  R  9 

Trout,  Justiss  Mem-Urania . Minns  Robertson  R  1 

Winnfield-Couley . Grayson  B.  Watson  7 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Kenneth  R.  Reed  2 

Amite-Independence . Robert  L.  Burgess  3 

Baker . John  Howard  Sewell  9 

Associate . . John  H.  Sewell  R  9 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  5 

Broadmoor,  Associate . Carolyn  P.  Brannon  2 

Broadmoor,  Associate . John  Ed  Dilworth  2 

Broadmoor,  Associate . John  G.  Whitley  2 

Francis  Asbury . James  W.  Spitzkeit  2 

Hughes  Memorial . William  J .  Miller  14 

Ingleside . Fred  O.  Shirley  4 

Jefferson . Alan  D.  Einsel  3 

Jordan-LeJeune . . Freddie  C.  Henderson  5 

North  Baton  Rouge . David  G .  Trickett  1 

St.  Andrew’s . FredB.  Wideman  3 

St.  John’s  .  . . Thomas  A.  Dunbar  6 

St.  Luke’s-Istrouma . Timothy  E.  Lawson  3 

St.  Paul’s-Deerford . John  C.  Coker  2 

Winbourne . Edward  O .  Pickens  3 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia- 

Andrews  Chapel . ( Edward  Lewis  Berry  R )  3 

Bethel-Magnolia . Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.  4 

Blackwater . L.  Deen  Thompson  1 

Blackwater,  Associate . Mark  R.  Martin  4 

Carpenter’s  Chapel . (Roger  Mosher  SLP)  5 

Clinton: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . (W.  R.  Lafayette)  5 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel- 

Jackson  Chapel . (Adam  Franklin)  14 

WaU  Memorial-Clear  Creek . John  H.  Casey  9 

Concord-New  Hope . T.B.S. 

Center-Darlington . (Paul  Singletary,  Sr.  PTLP)  3 

Day’s . (Clifford  D.  Holland,  Jr.  SLP)  1 

Denham  Springs,  First . Lonnie  M.  Sibley  2 

Roberts-St.  Luke . Clarence  L.  Hillard  12 

Faithful-New  River . (Jay  V.  Daigle  LP)  8 

Friendship-Corbin . Troy  E.  Boyd,  Jr.  1 

Hammond-Tickfaw . Angus  L.  Carruth  3 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . Richard  R.  Meek  1 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel . Wallace  P.  Blackwood  2 

Jackson-Ethel . Joe  A.  Hoover  1 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . J.  Pennington  Morgan  3 

Live  Oak.  . . Burton  F.  Blair  2 

Livingston- James  Chapel- 

Mangum  Chapel . (Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.,  PTLP)  2 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel . Gary  L.  Elliott  2 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier . T.  B.  S. 

Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel 

Wesley . (James  A.  Smith  R)  25 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . (Harold  Babin  PTLP)  12 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . (Marshall  C.  Paine  LP)  2 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge . Ned  Stout  R  1 

Walker . (Boyd  Hood)  1 

Zachary . Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.  1 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.  4 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . Mark  Meier  4 

Baton  Rouge  : 

Camphor  Memorial . George  W.  C.  Calvin  15 

First . J.  Woodrow  Hearn  10 

First,  Associate . Donald  C.  Cottrill  5 

First,  Minister  of  Youth . Willis  W.  Dear  6 

First,  Associate . J .  Albert  Trickett  5 

Neely-Hartzell . Donald  R.  Avery  12 

St.  Mark . Kenneth  M.  Fisher  4 

St.  Mark,  Associate' . James  Miles  R  1 

Wesley . Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  24 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

University . J.  P.  Woodland  4 

Wm.  B.  Reily  Mem.,  Univ., 

Associate . Kenneth  M.  Carroll  6 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity . Major  M.  Goldman  1 

First-McGowan . Ira  M.  Robinson  4 

Grand  River-Donaldsonville,  First .  (Darryl  A.  Tate  PTLP)  1 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . (John  Guyre  PTLP )  2 

St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion . (Marshall  Wesley)  5 

St.  Peter-Trinity-Godman . (Eddie  Francis  LP)  6 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . L.  Ray  Branton  5 

Asbury,  Associate . Weldon  Bares  4 

Asbury,  Associate . Charles  R.  Langford  2 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia, 

Co-Pastor . .  Allen  Wayne  Evans  5 

Co-Pastor . Pearl  W.  Evans  1 

First . Dan  Tohline  1 

Church  of  the  Covenant . Calvin  0.  Lapuyade  1 

Mallalieu-St.  James . John  Sadler  1 

Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs . D.  Dale  Lyons  2 


Melville-Palmetto . (Kenneth  Chapman  OD)  11 

New  Iberia,  First-St.  Martinvill ....  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  5 

New  Roads . ( Margaret  Lilly  PTLP )  1 

St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel . .  (Fulton  A.  Rayomond,  Sr.  PTLP )  1 
Opelousas : 

Louisiana  Memorial- 

Port  Barre . William  M.  McCutcheon  3 

St.  Mark-Washington . Henry  Gage  7 

Plaquemine,  First . George  B.  Cunningham  6 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke . Nathaniel  P.  Perry  R  1 

Mallalieu-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . (Walter  BarabinR)  4 

St.  Paul-St.  James . ( Curtis  Johnson  SLP )  1 

St.  Peter-Green-Wiley . ( Ernest  E .  Scott  PTLP )  4 

St.  Peter-St.  James . (Bernard Smith)  3 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh . W.C.  August  15 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Jack  Cooke  5 

Cameron,  Wakefield- 

Grand  Chenier  . Edwin  H.  House,  Jr.  1 

Church  Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte  ....  (Nathan  T.  Avant  LP)  6 

Crowley,  First . Larry  Robertson  3 

DeQuincy,  First-Squyres . John  E.  Scarf  4 

DeRidder : 

First: . Jack  S.  Winegeart  4 

Wesley-Merry ville . Arthur  M.  Baker  7 

Eliza beth-Hopewel ; -Pine  Grove . (Glynn  Foreman  LP)  3 

Eunice-Iota . William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  2 

Fairview-Sweetlake . Donald  R.  Morgan  1 

Gueydan . (JoeL.  Rountree)  1 

Iowa-Hayes . (RobertO.  Hutson  LP)  2 

Jennings: 

First . Jimmie  D.  Pyles  9 

Trinity . (J-  David  Strozier)  2 

Kinder-Oberlin-Basile . Gary  L.  Van  Horn  4 

Lake  Arthur . A.  Swendell  Hodges,  Jr.  3 

Lake  Charles : 

First . J-  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  1 

First,  Associate . James  R.  Schaub  1 

First,  Minister  of  Visitation . Carl  F .  Lueg  R  5 

Oak  Park . Steven  W.  Caraway  3 

St.  Luke-Simpson . Charles  B.  Simmons  4 

University . Woodrow  W.  Smith  3 

University,  Associate . M.  Jack  O’Dell  3 

Warren . Richard  H.  Harry  7 

Leesville : 

First-Holly  Grove .  . Lewis  L.  Olmsted  2 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . (Obie  J.  Southall  LP)  1 

Moss  Bluff . John  H.  Giles  2 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . W.  Spiller  MU  ton  4 

Pros  pec  t-Hornbeck . John  B.  Koelemay  R  2 

Raymond-Elton . (Douglas  E.  Milliron  LP)  2 

Rayne-Branch-Ebenezer . Douglas  R.  Foreman  2 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley . (Homer  V.  BaUes)  13 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . Robert  L.  Potter  1 

Henning,  Associate . D.  W.  Poole  R  8 

Maplewood . James  W.  Jones  3 

Wesley-Hackberry . (E.  Eugene  Kimble)  1 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial . Raymond  M.  Crofoot  4 

Welsh: 

First . Michael  D.  McLaurin  4 

Jones-Mallalieu . (Thomas  Wesley  PTLP)  4 

Westlake . Theo  S.  Standley  4 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Douglas  L.  McGuire  5 

Baskin-Union . Woodrow  W.  Bevill  R  1 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston . William  D.  Peeples  4 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.  4 

Beekman . T.B.S. 

Columbia-Hebert . John  L.  Vining  1 

Crew  Lake-ReveUle . ( Richard  Poss )  3 

Delhi . J  R-  Scott-Welch  3 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . (John  Locascio  LP)  2 

Ferriday-Clayton . Terry  C.  WUlis  5 

Grayson-KeUy . B .  Ramon  Warren  3 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove . ( Houston  C .  Roberts  OD )  1 

Lake  Providence . Brady  B.  Forman  4 

Mangum-CrowvUle . ( Cage  M .  McLemore  LP )  2 

Monroe: 

First . Kirby  A.  Vining  2 

First,  Associate . James  F.  Comer  3 

Memorial . Byrd  L.  Terry  2 

St.  James-Mount  Olive . ( Woodrow  Harmon  LP )  1 

St.  Mark’s-Little  Creek . M .  Ray  Holt  3 

St.  Paul . ( Robert  S.  Murray  R)  6 

St.  Paul’s . W.  Dwight  Ramsey  1 

Southside . Lea  Joyner  32 

Oak  Grove-Forest . George  H .  Sherman,  Jr .  4 

Oak  Ridge . James  E.  Wilson  8 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge . Kenneth  G .  Rorie  5 

St.  Andrew ’s-Bartholomew . (Thomas  A.  WUson)  2 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley . Hulen  C.  Warren  1 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . I.  Elmer  Malone  3 

Tallulah . Larry  G.  Miller  1 

Vidalia . M.C.Cady  3 

Washington  Circuit . (Joe  Brown  LP)  15 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury . ( Lionel  J .  Marcel )  1 

Claiborne-WUlhite . James  E.  Constable  1 

First . DeWitt  M .  Ginn  5 

First,  Associate . Kibbie  H.  Behling  2 

McGuire . J.  Roddy  Taylor  1 

Woodla wn . ( Pete  J .  Medak  PTLP )  9 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . John  David  Corley  3 

Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie . Oakley  E.  Edwards  10 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . WUliam  C.  Blakely  4 

Berwick . (Leo  Beck)  2 

Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel . Lillard  R.  Bevill  3 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle . Paul  W .  Carter  3 

Houma : 

First,  Co-Pastors . John  Winn/Carole  Cotton-Winn  6 

Houma  Hts. -Clanton  Chapel- 

Pecan  Grove . Stephen  P.  Carter  4 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . (McArthur  Triplett  LP)  1 

Luling-St.  John . Larry  Maddin  7 

Mathews-Bayou  Blue . S.  W.  Seals  4 

Morgan  City : 

Pharr  Chapel . 1 . .  J .  Vernon  Fairley  3 

Walmsley-Mason . Roger  J .  Transpers  3 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn . (Albert  Holland  LP)  5 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers,  First . Ed  Parks  1 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . William  L.  Jones  3 

Aurora . Byrl  J.  Moreland  2 

Aurora,  Associate . Jerry  Van  Hoosen  1 

Belle  Chasse-St.  James . Eddie  E.  Morgan  2 

Boynton . 0.  W.  Christopher  R  6 

Carrollton . Leland  D.  Wade  2 

First  Street . Abraham  E.  Davis  10 

Gretna . Ray  Rolon  Spiller  2 

Haven . Russell  L.  Jones  6 

Jefferson-Christ . Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.  8 

Kenner,  First . Robert  R.  Miller  2 

Kenner,  North . Kathy  Henderson  1 

Korean . Han  Lee  1 

Ross-Thomas . ( Donald  Barrie  LP )  7 


Mount  Zion . Alfred  L.  Norris  4 

Napoleon  Avenue . T.  Wayne  Perrott  4 

Parker  Memorial . » . T.  B.  S. 

. . Julius  Jefferson  2 

Peoples-Peoples  Center . (Percell  Church,  Sr.  LP )  1 

Philips  Memorial- 

Shaw  Temple . Alfred  Pollar  4 

Rayne  Memorial . Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  5 

Rayne  Memorial,  Associate . Stephen  C.  Fleming  3 

St.  Matthew’s . George  A.  Duerson  2 

St.  Paul . Luther  W.  Taylor  2 

Trinity . Robert  F.  Harrington  R  1 

Wesley . Nathaniel  Williams  R  1 

Williams . (Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr.  PTLP )  4 

St.  James,  Hahnville . T.B.S. 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista . ( Gary  Cook  LP)  3 

Thibodaux: 

First- Vacherie-Gibson . Steven  M.  Spurlock  2 

Calvary-Magnolia . Louis  Streams  3 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Stone  W .  Caraway  1 

Bogalusa : 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . R.  Larry  Stafford  2 

Thirkield-Harry’s  Chapel . ( Wesley  Cyprian  LP )  2 

Covington,  First . Edwin  J.  Barksdale  8 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim . Claude  Edward  Henkel  2 

Franklinton : 

Centenary-Fisher . Robert  I.  Galatas  1 

Winan-Hays  Chapel . Terrence  S.  August  4 

Lacombe-St.  Tammany . (Percy  Mac  Frazier  PTLP )  4 

LaPlace  * 

Lasseigne-Lutcher . Richard  C.  Hebert  1 

Lutcher  Chapel-St.  James,  Whitehall . Robert  Williams  4 

New  Orleans: 

Bethany . Roger  D.  Lathan  4 

Brooks . ( George  M  Alfred)  4 

Elysian  Fields- John  Wesley . Mickey  D .  Stringfield  2 

First . Harry  A.  Harrington,  Jr.  4 

Gentilly-Second . Jerry  M.  James  3 

Grace-Metropolitan 

Ministries . William  R.  London,  Jr.  1 

Hartzell-Ray  Ave . (James  S.  Davidson)  8 

LaHarpe-Thompson . Andrew  J.  Douglas  16 

Lake  Vista . Donice  W.  Alverson  12 

Metairie . Richard  Dorsey  Gillespie,  Jr.  1 

MunhoUand . Joe  W.  McClain  4 

Munholland,  Associate . James  Thomas  Logan  2 

St.  Andrew . Douglas  L.  Cain  1 

St.  Bernard- Arabi . (Robert  W.  Peterson)  2 

St.  Luke’s . James  O.  Evans  3 

St.  Mark’s-Felicity . MillicentC.  Feske  2 

St.  Philip . (Burnell  Bell  LP)  12 

Spanish  Speaking  Ministry . (Juan  Sanfiel  LP )  5 

Spanish  Sp.  Ministry, 

Associate . Marta  Sanfiel  1 

Pearl  River-Talisheek . C.  Wayne  Flowers  3 

Ponchatoula: 

First-Lee’s  Landing . William  I.  Eubanks  1 

First,  Lee’s  Landing, 

Associate . S.  Burl  Dampier  R  3 

Wesley  Chapel . William  M.  Jacocks  10 

St.  James,  Sprfld-NindeChap- 

LaPlace . (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP)  1 

St.  Landry,  Gonzales . (Dan  Washington  PTLP)  2 

St.  Timothy-on-the-North-Shore . M .  Eugene  Finnell  4 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . Christopher  H.  Andrews  8 

Aldersgate,  Associate . Thomas  L.  Howe  2 

First . Sale  T.  Lilly  3 

First,  Associate . Helen  G.  Ploegsma  3 

First,  Associate . James  W.  Ailor  R  4 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell . J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  5 

Springfield-Huff’s  Chapel-Maurepas . . .  (S.  Alvin  Mayo  LP )  3 

Varnado-Sun-Bush . T.  B.  S. 

Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s 

Chapel . (Robert  Nelson  Brown  LP)  4 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Donald  J.  Hall  1 

Ansley . William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  24 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah . Thomas  0.  Crosby,  Jr.  3 

Athens-Crossroads . (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP)  6 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield . (John  R.  Oldham)  2 

Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange . ( Kurt  F.  Oheim  SLP )  2 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village . (Joe  R.  Kitchens  LP )  1 

Chatham-Centerpoint . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  LP)  2 

Choudrant-Douglas . Brenda  Layman  3 

Clay-Sanders  Chapel . T.  B.  S. 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley . Steven  D .  Bearden  5 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo . (H.  Austin  Smith)  2 

Doyline-Sibley . T.  B.  S. 

Dubach-Hilly . (Charles  Stovall  LP)  2 

Farmerville . Lester  N.  Nance  3 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove . (Fay  Barr-hartung  LP)  2 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon- Arizona . Cleburne  W.  Quaid  R  5 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.  3 

Heflin-Brushwood . (Ricky  S.  Willis  SLP)  2 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . Mark  B.  Benge  2 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel . Terral  T.  Lowe  5 

Jonesboro . Clyde  W.  Averett  3 

Marion-Bird’s  Chapel . (Elmer  B.  Fant  LP)  2 

Minden : 

First . James  M.  Poole  4 

First,  Associate . William  H.  Willis  2 

First,  Associate . (Joe  E.  Hunter  PTLP)  1 

First,  Associate . B.  Paul  Durbin  R  14 

Lakeview . August  E.  Aamodt  3 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . Franklin  J .  Chlastak  1 

Quitman-Faith . (Gordon  L.  Smith,  Sr.  LP)  2 

Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou . (JoeD.  Solomon )  3 

Ruston : 

Trinity . Merlin  W.  Merrill  13 

Trinity,  Associate . James  R.  McLelland  2 

Trinity,  Associate . M.  Roily  Walker  5 

Grace-Wesley  Chapel . James  H.  Humphreys  4 

Simsboro-Salem-Antioch . (Clinton  A.  Jordan  LP)  2 

Springhill-Sarepta . Beverly  E.  Bond  3 

Ruston  Greater  Circuit: 

Eros- Antioch . William  B.  Shaw  R  2 

Concord . Fred  Mead  R  1 

McIntyre . (Donn  M.  Kurtz  PTLP)  2 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen . ( W.  Paul  Cassels  R)  8 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . W .  Odell  Simmons  2 

Benton . Charles  B .  Roper  2 

Belcher . L.  Gray  Wilson  R  2 

Blanchard . John  R.  Johns  3 

Bossier  City: 

Barksdale . John  Van  Dickens  1 

First . James  L.  Adams  2 

First,  Associate . David  F.  Fortuna  1 

St.  Stephen’s . Roy  E.  Mouser  3 

Bradford-Pilgrim’s  Rest . T.B.S. 

Coushatta -Wesley . Robert  E.  Carter  3 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit . (Donald  Johnson  PTLP)  2 

Fairview-McDonald-New  Light- 

Providence  . (Oscar  E.  Player  PTLP)  6 

Greenwood-Bethany . (John  Lavo  LP)  2 

Hosston-Gilliam-Ida . (Cecil  C.  Mims)  2 

Keatchie-Shiloh . T.B.S. 

Logansport-Bethel . John  N.  Williams  6 


Longstreet-Stonewall . Robert  E.  Taylor  11 

Love  Chapel-Haughton . Rupert  D  Coles  1 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane . Charles  B.  Humphreys  6 

Many-Bay ou  Scie . ( George  A.  McVay )  2 

Mooringsport-Oil  City . Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.  10 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel  . . .  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  R  2 

Pleasant  Hill-Mi tchell-Pelican . Walter  Garriott  R  3 

Pleas.  Vall.-Mt.  Zion-Bonchest- 

St.  Matt . (Willie  Jackson  SLP)  3 

Rosa-Taylor’s  Chapel-James  Ch- 

Haskin’s . ( Frank  Williams  PTLP )  3 

Vivian-Rodessa . William  E.  Nolan  2 

Shreveport : 

Broadmoor . H.  Warren  Blakeman  2 

Broadmoor,  Associate . Deborah  Drash-Carroll  2 

Broadmoor,  Associate . James  W.  Matthews  R  6 

Broadmoor,  Associate . George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  R  2 

Caddo  Heigh ts-Keithville . C.  Gerald  Richardson  3 

Cedar  Grove . Dorothy  McGowen  1 

Christ . Bob  Lawton  2 

Christ,  Associate . Paul  Carroll,  Jr .  2 

Ellerbe  Road . Benedict  A.  Galloway  R  1 

Fairfield-Jewella . Howard  L.  Milo  10 

First . D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  30 

First,  Associate . Jerry  Hilbun  3 

First,  Associate . James  W.  Moore  12 

First,  Associate . Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  9 

First,  Associate . W.D.  BoddieR  1 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion . (Lee  C.  Jennings  R)  8 

Lakeview . Howard  B.  Childs  2 

Mangum . Lael  S.  Jones  1 

Momingside . Lynn  W .  Merrill  2 

Noel . W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  1 

Noel,  Associate . Kathy  Clark-Dickens  3 

Noel ,  Associa te . (Richard  Humphries  LP )  1 

Noel,  Associate . Fred  W.  Schwendimann  R  4 

North  Highlands . Robert  W.  Bengston  1 

St.  James-Round  Grove . James  A.  Graham  5 

St.  Luke’s . Donald  K.  McDowell  2 

St.  Paul . Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  7 

Summer  Grove . John  M.  Braden  4 

Trinity . E.  J.  Martin  2 

Wynn . (Harold  W.  Longfellow)  13 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . George  L.  Thomas  13 

Zwolle-Converse- Noble . Claude  E.  Barron  1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 

Director  of  Financial  Affairs . James  J  Caraway  5 

Director  of  Special  Ministries . Samuel  W  Walker  4 

Director  of  Council  on  Ministries . Harvey  G  Williamson  2 

Director  of  Communications .  Elwood  A  Fleming  1 

Conference  Youth 

Coordinator . Leland  Patterson  Culligan  2 

Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy  & 

Religious  Studies.  SMU . Benjamin  A.  Petty  31 

Professor  of  Teaching  Ministries,  II iff 

School  of  Theology  Clarence  H.  Snelling,  Jr.  20 

Director  of  Admissions, 

Perkins  School  SMU . Linn  C.  Richardson  2 

Professor  of  Social  Ethics, 

Candler  School  of  Theology . Theodore  R.  Weber  26 

Off.  of  Field  Service,  BGM  National  Division  James  E.  Christie  5 

President,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport  Donald  A.  Webb  7 

T.  L.  James  Professor  of  Religion,  Centenary  College  Webb  D.  Pomeroy  31 

Chap.  &  Associate  Professor  of  Religion  Robert  Ed  Taylor  23 

Associate  Professor  of  Christian  Education 

&  Ch.  of  Dep.  Rel.  Cent . Donald  G  Emler  7 

Director  CSC  Program,  Centenary  College  Herbert  M  Scott  6 

Chaplain,  Dillard  University . Leslie  P  Norris  9 

Executive  Director  La.  Interchurch  Conference . James  L.  Stovall  8 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 
TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Executive  Secretary,  Off  of  Tech  Asst  Nat  l  GBGM  David  Billings  3 

Wesley  Com.  Ctr  .,  Atlanta,  Georgia  -  GBGM . William  Craig  Taylor  1 

Superintendent,  Methodist  Home  Hospital .  -  Conrad  P .  Edwards  1 

Supterintendent  People  Comm.  Ctr/Peoples  Church  Percell  Church,  Sr  1 

Director,  Hughes  Memorial  Center .  William  J.  Miller  14 

Chaplain/Director  Pastoral  Care, 

Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital  Paul  G.  Durbin  8 

Associate  Chaplain,  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  Judy  E.  Nelson  2 

Chaplain  Methodist  Children’s  Home/ 

Director  Public  Relations . Douglas  T  Williams.  Jr.  10 

Superintendent,  Camp  Istrouma . ( J  Monroe  Wilkes)  19 

Chaplain  East  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  Jackson .  Walter  C.  Worthy  13 

Louisiana  Tech.  University,  Campus  Minister  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  27 

McNeese  University  Campus  Minister  Wayne  G.  Taylor  2 

Northeast  Louisiana  University  Campus  Minister  James  E.  Wilson  15 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University  Campus  Minister . Barbara  Smith  Duke  1 

Southeastern  Louisiana  University  Campus  Minister . William  M.  Jacocks  10 

Southern  University  Campus  Minister  <  Wilbur  G.  Davis  PTLP )  1 

TUCUM  —  LSU . Randall  K.  Nichols  1 

Tulane  University  Campus  Minister  Robert  Wagener  6 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  Campus  Minister  Don  V  Ross  6 

UNO,  SUNO,  Delgado  Campus  Minister . Carol  Susan  Winn  3 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Army . Willie  Lee  Henry  10 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Navy . Robert  G.  Rowland  9 

Military  Chaplain,  Veterans  Administration .  Thomas  M.  Babington,  III  17 

Military  Chaplain,  Veterans  Administration, 

New  Mexico . J  W  Williams  4 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Institute . Bertrand  Griffin  7 

Chaplain,  Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital .  Roland  K.  Friedrich  20 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital . Henry  E.  Pickett,  Sr  8 

Chaplain,  BR  General  Chem  Dependancy  Unit . Jam^  R.  Woodward  2 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND 
LOCAL  CHURCH  STRUCTURES 

Clinical  Chaplain  Birchwood  Campus,  South  Carolina  . Howard  D.  Ellzey  11 

Chaplain/ Associate  Professor  of  Religion,  Curry  College . . .  W  Russell  Pregeant  12 
Director  Youth  Care  Services/Juliette  Fowler  Home  Joe  E.  Fogle  6 

Executive  Director  Creative  Min.  Assoc. 

Durham.  North  Carolina . Cathy  Carlson  8 

Chaplain  &  Director,  Department  of  Pastoral  Counseling 

Mem.  Med.  Center,  Springfield,  IL . Roy  B.  Nash  6 

Rehabilitation  Tech/Chaplain  Alco  Reh  Center,  VA  Hospital  .  C.  Gerald  Fuller  4 
Chaplain  Desert  Samaritan  Hospital,  Mesa,  Arizona  Dan  R.  Allen  4 

Timberlawn  Psch.  Hospital,  Dallas  Theresa  McConnell  1 

Miss,  to  Liberia-Gbamga  School  of  Theology  Ester  L.  Hammond  3 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 

Candler  School  of  Theology ;  New  Orleans-Slidell  Ronald  Dauphin 

Candler  School  of  Theology .  New  Orleans-Slidell  Heide  Kriner 

Gammon  School  of  Theology ,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Louis  Augustine  III 

Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Slidell . James  W.  Mitchell 

Perkins  School  of  Theology ,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Mary  C.  Sloan 

DISABILITY  LEAVE 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  A .  3 

Lewis  E.  Milem  A .  9 

Raymond  DeLaughter  S .  1 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Richard  0.  Beckham.  Ill  NOS .  4 

Forest  N.  Blount  M .  2 

Frieda  Brown  BRL .  I 

Douglas  L.  Davis  NOH .  2 

Lloyd  A.  Foreman  NOH .  5 

James  Richardson  S .  2 

Jay  R.  Rogers  A .  3 

Robert  E.  Townsend  A .  1 

Paul  Wesley  NOH .  2 

Marie  P.  Williams  S .  3 

William  G.  Willson  LC .  1 

LorrisM.  Wimberly,  Jr.  BRL .  2 

Diaconal  Minister . Lura  Hunter  LC  2 

DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

Director  of  Religious  Education,  University  LC .  Marsha  Gayle  Alexander 

Director  of  Christian  Education,  Jeff.  BRH . Barbara  C.  Einsel 

Children’s  Coordinator,  GBD  m . Barbara  Garcia 

Director  Conference  Relations/Division  of 

Diaconal  Min.  Nashville  M .  Joaquin  Garcia 

Guidance  Counsellor,  Menyville 

H.S.  LC . Norma  K.  Garlington 

Director  of  Christian  Education,  Horseshoe  A  Patricia  Haulk  Hogan 

Director  of  Music, 

Zachary  BRH . Sidney  Montegudo 

Director  of  Christian  Education.  St  Paul's  M . Doris  Pennington  Sheppard 

Director  of  Christian  Education,  First  UMC,  Alex  A  Lylln  Guth 

WITHDRAWN 

LucienE.  Larche 

TRANSFERRED  IN 

Larry  Donald  Norman  From  North  Mississippi  Conference 

Richard  Gillespie .  From  Tennessee  Conference 

Elwood  A.  Fleming .  . From  Nebraska  Conference 
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Editorial 

The  ‘top  40’  and  Christian  living 
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{  Citing  the  sexual  content  of  many  of 
today’s  "top  40”  popular  songs,  a 
Jackson,  Miss,  radio  personality  re¬ 
cently  accused  the  record  industry  of 
"stealing  the  morality  of  America’s 
youth”  (see  article  in  this  issue). 

According  to  Jeff  Steele,  a  disc  jockey 
at  radio  station  WJXN-AM  and  an 
ordained  Baptist  minister,  “more 
Christian  young  people  are  affected  by 
the  ‘top  40’  than  all  the  Satanic  rock 
groups  put  together.”  He  says  that  “the 
message  in  many  of  today’s  songs  is 
diametrically  opposite  the  teachings  of 
Scripture.”  As  a  result,  Mr.  Steele 
contends  that  "Christian  young  people 
cannot  hope  to  change  their  world  — 
their  school,  their  peer  groups  —  while 
listening  to  and  singing  lyrics  that 
contradict  what  they  say  they  stand  for.” 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Steele’s  remarks 
reflect  a  valid  concern  for  Christian 
parents  and  young  people.  One  need  not 
listen  for  long  to  a  "top  40”  radio  station 
to  realize  the  truth  of  his  observation 
.about  the  non-Christian  values  —  sexual 
and  otherwise  —  which  are  reflected  in 
many  of  today’s  popular  song  lyrics. 
Even  broad-minded  adults  are  likely  to 
'*be  astonished  the  first  time  they  listen 
^closely  enough  to  understand  the  lyrics 
behind  the  sounds  of  some  current  music. 

Criticizing  the  music  to  which  young 
people  listen  is  scarcely  a  new  pasttime 
for  adults.  Many  of  today’s  senior 
citizens  were  considered  vulgar  for 
enjoying  the  sounds  and  movements 
associated  with  the  jitterbug.  Many  of 
^today’s  parents  can  readily  remember 
,(how  "rock  and  roll”  was  condemned  as  a 
..source  of  youthful  corruption  when  it 
'-.burst  upon  the  scene  during  the  1950’s.  As 
^real  as  such  fears  were  at  the  time,  they 
seem  exaggerated  to  those  who  enjoyed 
,.-,and  "survived”  the  music  of  their  youth 
to  become  mature  adults,  responsible 
J  .citizens,  and  committed  Christians. 

There  is  something  to  be  said, 
however,  for  examining  the  values  that 
_>,are  being  taught  and  re-enforced  in  the 
music  to  which  we  listen.  The  casual 
^attitude  expressed  in  some  songs 
'.regarding  promiscuous  sexual 
'’expression  and  illegal  drug  use,  for 
‘ ‘ ’example,  are  at  odds  with  both  generally 
•  *  accepted  community  standards  and 
'  c  responsible  Christian  teaching. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Perhaps  more  than  any  other  medium, 
music  has  the  power  to  create  identity 
and  meaning  in  its  combination  of 
thoughts  and  sounds.  It  is  possible  to 
become  "hooked”  on  a  song  without  ever 
understanding  or  even  thinking  about  its 
lyrics.  It  is  equally  possible,  and  even 
likely,  that  we  can  develop  in  the  process 
a  tolerance  for  sub-Christian  values 
when  they  are  expressed  in  combination 
with  a  likeable  tune. 

This  being  so,  we  need  to  recognize 
that  virtually  no  external  restrictions  are 
placed  on  the  content  of  the  music  to 
which  young  people  are  exposed  through 
the  medium  of  radio.  In  virtually  any 
other  medium  —  publications,  movies  or 
television  —  the  images  conveyed  by 
some  song  lyrics  wtmld  be  either  porno¬ 
graphic  or  illegal.  Hence  it  would  be 
naive  to  deny  that  young  people  are  being 
adversely  affected  by  "top  40”  music  as 
Mr.  Steele  contends. 

It  would  be  equally  naive,  however,  for 
Christians  to  attempt  to  counter  this 
unhealthy  situation  by  resorting  to 
“record  burnings,”  boycotts  or  censor¬ 
ship.  Such  efforts  would  fail  to  take  note 
that  it  is  possible  for  even  hard-rock 
music  to  reflect  values  which  are  consis¬ 
tent  with  Christian  teachings.  Second, 
such  heavy-handed  restrictions  by  par¬ 
ents  would  almost  surely  produce  results 
exactly  the  opposite  of  those  desired. 

A  better  approach  is  for  Christian 
parents  and  children  to  share  as  much 
entertainment  in  common  as  possible, 
and  to  use  the  music  of  each  other’s 
generation  as  a  basis  for  family 
discussions.  Similar  discussions  also  can 
take  place  in  youth  groups  at  church. 
Through  such  efforts  at  mutual  under¬ 
standing,  the  “top  40”  can  become  the 
focal  point  for  sharing  what  Christian 
living  is  and  is  not. 

When  values  contrary  to  Christian 
teachings  are  identified,  the  logical  next 
question  is  what  remedial  action,  if  any, 
to  take.  The  process  of  answering  this 
question  should  serve  as  an  extremely 
valuable  learning  experience  both  for 
young  Christians  and  for  their  elders. 
Those  interested  in  assistance  with 
identifying  popular  songs  which  need 
particular  attention  may  wish  to 
subscribe  to  Mr.  Steele’s  quarterly 
newsletter,  “The  Top  40  Report.” 


Here  I  Stand 

Effective  evangelism  requires 
naming  spiritual/ethical  diseases 


f\VHER£n$  ^OTt^TEXJNOR. 
Atopic,  koi^tkhnique,  bui 
7§\cher^th«^  Wesson! 


-myxKo  I 


By  RAYMOND  KISER 

For  almost  two  decades  now  many 
persons  have  been  lamenting  statistical 
reports  which  indicate  a  significant 
decline  in  our  church’s  membership.  In 
response  many  United  Methodists  have 
raised  the  concern  for  a  stronger 
evangelical  emphasis  in  our  church 
program. 

Unfortunately  much  of  our  talk  about 
evangelism  and  church  growth  focuses 
on  membership  recruitment  in  a  way 
which  ignores  some  of  the  deeper  issues 
of  spiritual  malaise  in  our  church  and 
society  of  which  declining  membership 
figures  are  merely  symptomatic.  Re¬ 
cruitment  of  new  members  in  itself  is  a 


My  Witness 

Sunday  School  teaching 
can  be  fun  and  fulfilling 


By  LAURA  PFEIFER 

It’s  funny  how  teaching  a  class  at 
Sunday  school  can  be  so  fulfilling.  When  I 
started  taking  my  5-year-old  daughter  to 
Sunday  school,  she  was  placed  in  either 
the  preschool  or  the  second  grade  class. 
She  wasn’t  learning  much,  so  I  inquired 
about  a  kindergarten  class.  I  was  told  the 
church  didn’t  have  a  teacher  for  the 
kindergarten  class.  Sure  enough,  the 
next  month  a  note  about  needing  a 
kindergarten  teacher  appeared  in  the 
church  bulletin.  I  called  in  response  to 
the  notice,  and  have  been  teaching  the 
kindergarten  class  ever  since. 

Having  had  no  experience,  I  was  a 
little  afraid  and  nervous  about  teaching. 
Then  I  realized  those  children  knew  less 
than  I,  and  it  was  up  to  me  to  make  sure 
they  learned  something  (no  matter  how 
small  it  was)  in  my  class  every  Sunday.  I 
had  an  hour  to  do  this,  and  I  found  myself 
on  many  Sundays  wishing  I  had  more 
time.  The  stories,  activities  and  games 
kept  us  going  continuously,  and  the 
children  were  eager  to  learn. 

Sometimes  we  had  days  when  some  of 
the  kids  were  tired,  crabby  or  antsy.  I 
know  how  much  patience  my  daughter 


has,  and  since  she  was  in  the  class,  I 
could  "read”  the  signs  to  move  on  to 
something  else. 

I  noticed  that  the  children  love  to  talk 
about  what  they  do,  their  feelings,  and 
their  families  —  so  I  give  them  lots  of 
chances  to  talk,  and  I  listen  to  their  ideas 
and  feelings. 

I  only  wish  I  had  learned  more  about 
the  Bible  when  I  was  young  —  but  it’s  fun 
learning  it  over  again  with  the  children. 

No  matter  how  bad  I  feel,  or  how  tired  I 
am  the  morning  before  Sunday  School,  I 
know  I’ll  be  terrific  at  the  end. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Laura 
Pfeifer,  is  a  member  of  College  Station 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Columbia 
Station,  Ohio  ( East  Ohio  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  “My 
Witness,”  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


Bishops’  panel  can’t  be  impartial 


To  the  Editor : 

It  is  a  pity  that  the  Council  of  Bishops 
has  wasted  a  glorious  opportunity  to 
produce  a  meaningful,  productive  and 
long-overdue  analysis  of ‘the  disputed'1 
workings  of  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches.  Instead  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  disinterested,  impartial  panel  of 
distinguished  persons,  they  have  decided 
to  do  it  themselves. 

With  one  of  their  number  being  the 
current  president  of  the  NCC,  and  having 
included  a  ringing  endorsement  of  “the 
valuable  work  of  these  two  councils  of 
churches”  in  the  resolution  calling  for 
the  review,  the  bishops  have  obliterated 
even  the  appearance  of  objectivity  in  any 
conclusions  that  might  result. 

This  brings  to  mind  the  comment  of  a 
friend,  nearly  30  years  ago,  who  had  just 
completed  a  course  at  the  army’s 
Command  and  General  Staff  College.  “It 
was  a  good  course,”  he  said,  “but  if  a 
student  questioned  the  validity  of  any 
precept,  the  faculty  proved  him  wrong  by 
quoting  the  page  and  paragraph  of  the 
book  that  they  wrote.” 

Is  there  any  essential  difference  here? 
It  does  not  impugn  the  integrity  of  any  of 
the  nine  bishops  named  to  the  study 
panel  to  state  that  their  conclusions,  no 
matter  how  judiciously  drawn,  will  never 
be  accepted  as  impartial,  and  the 
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controversy  will  continue. 

Ray  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 

Article  disturbs  reader 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "My  Witness”  article  by  Peggy 
Hutchison  regarding  aid  for  persons 
entering  this  country  via  "Underground 
Railroad”  greatly  disturbs  m^riy  bi  us. 

The  author  is,  and  admits,  breaking 
the  law  and  encourages  others  to  do  so. 
Nowhere  does  the  author  mention  in  any 
way  the  vast  amount  of  money  and 
material,  mostly  war  machines,  that 
Russia  —  through  Cuba,  Nicaragua,  and 
directly  —  contributes  to  the  Marxist 
terrorists  in  El  Salvador.  This  article  im¬ 
plies  only  that  the  U.S.A.  is  a  villain  under¬ 
writing  all  sorts  of  murders  and  abuses. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
appears  to  support  and  subscribe  to  this 
accusation  by  publishing  this  article 
without  showing  both  sides  of  this 
unfortunate  conflict. 

Horace  Waters 
Punta  Gorda,  Florida 

Sanctuary  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Salvadoran  and  Guatemalan 
refugees  have  committed  two 
unpardonable  sins  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Reagan  Administration.  They  are  not 
fleeing  communism.  They  are  fleeing 
governments  supported  by  the  adminis¬ 
tration.  Unlike  professional  ballet  danc¬ 
ers  who  never  come  to  our  country  for 
economic  reasons,  most  Salvadorans 
aren’t  worried  about  civil  war  and  assas¬ 
sination  squads  —  just  money,  we  are  told. 

The  U.S.  government  seems  reason¬ 
able  in  asking  the  refugees  to  prove 
they  have  reason  to  fear  for  their  lives 
if  they  return.  Just  prior  to  World 
War  II  Jews  attempting  to  get  visas  in 
order  to  leave  Nazi  Germany  were 
required  to  get  a  statement  from  a  local 
government  official  attesting  to  their 
good  character.  I  speculate  that  Salva¬ 
doran  officials  are  no  more  likely  to  provide 
their  refugees  with  proof  they  plan  to  kill 
them  than  Nazi  mayors  were  to  give  a 
good  word  for  their  Jewish  citizens. 

Thousands  of  dead  civilians  witness  a 
prima  facie  case  that  their  lives  are 
threatened.  All  legal  means  should  be 
pursued  to  change  our  government’s 
policy.  But  it  is  not  unreasonable  for  the 
refugees  not  to  trust  the  justice  of  an 
administration  which  is  currently 
illegally  attempting  to  overthrow  the 
government  of  Nicaragua.  If  those  giving 
sanctuary  err,  they  err  on  the  side  of  life. 

The  difficulty  with  our  Social 
Principles’  statement  on  civil  dis¬ 
obedience  is  its  lack  of  criteria  for 
determining  what  constitutes  “ex¬ 
hausting  all  legal  means.”  A  law 
changed  legally  next  year  may  do  little 
for  the  family  deported  today.  Those  who 
provide  sanctuary  are  willing  to  accept 
some  of  the  cost.  Under  current  legal  ave¬ 
nues  the  refugees  are  required  to  take  the 
risks  if  legal  means  fail.  The  dead  will 
not  be  able  to  share  in  a  delayed  victory. 

C.  Scott  Andress 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Archives  Center  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sorry  that  Charles  and  Marjorie 


Ostrum  are  so  put  off  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Archives  Center  that  they  see  it  as 
the  “Fort  Knox  of  Methodism”  and  the 
“Methodist  Hall  of  Fame.”  Actually  it  is 
neither  —  it  is  a  long-needed  place  to 
gather  and  care  for  the  historical  records 
of  United^  Methodisin'.  The  center 
contains  a  historical  library,  an  archive 
(non-current  records  of  General 
Conference,  general  boards,  corres¬ 
pondence  Of  bishops,  missionaries, 
and  other  leaders),  and  a  museum 
( precious  articles  of  remembrance) . 

I  am  likewise  sorry  that  the  Ostrums 
object  to  the  center’s  cost  and  to  its 
location  at  Drew  University  in  New 
Jersey.  As  one  who  served  on  the 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  during  the  decade  of  decision,  I 
recall  serious  consideration  of  locating 
the  center  in  Dayton  (North  Central)  and 
Nashville  (Southeastern)  before  a 
temporary  home  was  found  at  Lake 
Junaluska  (Southeastern).  Then  came 
Drew’s  generous  offer  to  provide  for  the 
center  the  necessary  space,  services, 
and  a  share  in  their  own  planning  and 
fund-raising  effort  when  they  were 
expanding  their  library. 

But  I  suppose  I  am  most  sorry  that  the 
Ostrums  seem  to  object  to  preserving 
historical  records  of  our  denomination 
and  its  ancestors.  We  are  not  very  likely 
to  avoid  current  and  future  pitfalls  if  we' 
always  shove  aside  the  chance  to  learn 
from  experience.  And  experience  must 
often  depend  on  the  historical  record  of 
preserved  experience. 

So  let’s  relax  our  diatribes.  We  are  free 
to  choose,  thank  God.  And,  if  we  choose 
not  to  support  special  fund  drives  for  the 
Archives  Center,  that’s  our  privilege.  As 
for  me,  I  am  proud  of  our  United  Method¬ 
ist  heritage  and  of  the  center  in  which  we 
house  a  portion  of  it. 

And  I  rejoice  that  we  are  free  to  argue 
these  important  questions  in  the  columns 
of  the  Reporter. 

Theodore  L.  Agnew 

Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

Infant  formula  debate 
not  advancing  Kingdom 

To  the  Editor: 

Do  we  not  have  more  important 
business  at  hand  than  to  boycott  Nestle? 
Do  we  as  a  church,  through  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  need 
to  spin  our  wheels  and  expend  our 
energies  on  such  irrelevance?  And, 
shouldn’t  we  get  our  facts  straight  and 
develop  a  little  better  understanding  of 
the  problems  involved  before  we  make 
edicts  and  advocate  boycotts? 

Why  is  it  improper  to  send  a 
“discharge  packet”  of  formula  home 
with  a  nursing  mother  (in  the  U.S.A.)? 
I’ve  been  doing  deliveries  as  a  family 
physician  for  the  last  25  years,  and  have 
been  sending  formula  home  with  nursing 
mothers  for  that  length  of  time  —  even 
though  I  strongly  encourage  and  support 
breast  feeding!  Formula  is  oft  times 
needed,  as  a  supplement  under  various 
circumstances.  Furthermore,  it  should 
be  pointed  out  that  such  ordering  of 
formula  to  be  sent  home  is  done  by  the 
doctor  in  charge  (or  at  least  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  doctors),  permitting  routine 
orders  for  such  breast-feeding  mothers. 


crucial  activity,  but  it  has  little  value 
unless  the  group  to  which  those  new 
members  are  added  is  vitally  enacting 
its  sense  of  identity  and  purpose. 

Churches,  like  other  institutions,  get 
stuck  in  a  kind  of  organizational  inertia. 

We  maintain  our  rituals  of  administra¬ 
tion  and  worship,  but  we  tend  to  lose 
touch  with  the  creative  edge  of  interper¬ 
sonal  engagement  and  spiritual  growth : 
the  experience  of  Christian  community 
which  gives  birth  to  the  institution  in  the 
first  place.  In  short  we  grow  lazy  and  lose 
the  nerve  to  take  the  initiative  in  our 
relationships  with  God  and  each  other. 

If  our  evangelism  is  to  accomplish  the 
task  of  saving  men  and  women  from 
spiritual  death,  we  must  build  Christian 
groups  in  which  we  can  engage  each 
other  in  depth,  in  caring,  and  in  confron¬ 
tational  ministry.  The  spirit  of  our  time 
works  savagely  against  such  group  life. 

In  the  polite  and  cool  middle-class  world 
in  which  many  of  our  churches  are  trying 
to  survive,  the  spiritual  and  ethical 
values  of  Christianity  are  really  quite 
taboo.  In  much  of  our  work  and  family 
life  we  avoid  and  deny  the  bankruptcy  of 
our  souls.  Ours  is  a  culture  in  which 
physical  intimacy  is  easier  than  spiritual 
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Reflections  on  one  of  the 
UMC’s  special  resources 


Raymond  Kiser 
intimacy,  in  which  it  is  more  acceptable 
to  be  radically  individualistic  than  it  is  to 
be  radically  communal. 

In  such  a  social  milieu  it’s  about  as 
easy  to  build  a  church  as  it  is  to  stick  a 
camel  through  the  eye  of  a  needle. 

If  our  evangelistic  effort  is  to  have  any 
saving  impact,  we  are  going  to  have  to 
start  naming  the  names  of  our 
spiritual/ethical  diseases,  confronting 
them  face  to  face,  in  the  context  of 
caring,  committed,  intimate  Christian 
groups.  Such  groups  are  the  mustard 
seeds  out  of  which  the  Kingdom  of  God 
sprouts  and  grows.  Evangelism  must 
begin  at  the  core  of  our  church  life,  at  the 
depths  of  our  own  souls.  We  can’t  offer 
Christian  life  to  others  if  we  haven’t  yet 
found  it  within  and  among  ourselves. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Raymond  D.  Kiser, 
member  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference,  currently  under  special 
appointment  as  a  Ph.D.  student  in 
Theology  and  Personality  at  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont. 


I  do  believe  that  we  have  more 
important  things  at  hand  than  surveying 
our  65  Methodist-related  hospitals,  and 
then  trying  to  influence  them  to  change 
(in  such  an  inconsequental  matter) ! 

I  sincerely  believe  that  the  church 
belongs  in  society,  being  of  that  society, 
and  should  not  divorce  itself  of  its 
problems.  But,  should  not  such  problems 
as  global  hunger  and  starvation,  nuclear 
war,  the  mid-East  crisis,  etc.,  be  our  main 
concerns  —  not  whether  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  hospitals  in  the  U.S.  send  home 
infant  formula  with  nursing  mothers. 

How  is  that  advancing  the  Kingdom  of 
God  and  of  Jesus  Christ? 

R.  D.  Juergens 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Language  guidelines 
assumptions  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  article  headlined  “God 
language:  Discussion  continues”  the 
Task  Force  on  Language  Guidelines  is 
quoted  as  saying  they  are  not  attempting 
to  re-translate  the  Bible  (see  UMR,  May 
6).  Does  not  training  children  to  disre¬ 
gard  its  language  have  the  same  effect? 

From  the  article  —  “If  the  words  in 
children’s  materials  about  God  are 
limited  to  male  words  —  Father,  King, 
Lord,  Master  and  He  —  during  the 
formative  years,  then  at  a  very  deep 
level  those  images  will  always  remain, 
even  after  the  intellectual  concept  of  God 
has  been  enlarged  and  deepened.” 

After  better  than  20  years  of  education, 
my  intellectual  concept  of  God  is  to  stick 
with  Christ’s  words  in  Matt.  11:25  "...  I 
praise  Thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  that  Thou  didst  hide  these 
things  from  the  wise  and  intelligent  and 
didst  reveal  them  to  babes.”  God’s  word 
is  not  a  smorgasbord  for  our  selection  of 
what  we  like.  There  exists  an  abundance 
of  religions  that  pick  and  choose  to  create 
a  comfortable  life,  e.g.  Mormonism. 

A  message  to  the  task  force:  do  what 
you  want,  I’ll  pray  for  you;  in  the 
meantime  until  and  after  the  vote  I’ll 
stand  with  Joshua,  “and  if  it  is 
disagreeable  in  your  sight  to  serve  the 
Lord,  choose  for  yourselves  today  whom 
you  will  serve:  whether  the  gods  which 
your  fathers  served  which  were  beyond 
the  river,  or  the  gods  of  the  Amorites  in 
whose  land  you  are  living;  but  as  for  me 
and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord.” 

Tom  Gerber 

Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri 

‘Pastoral  letter’ 

editorial  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  in  the  May 
20  issue  headlined  “A  worthy  ‘pastoral 
letter’  for  all  Christians.” 

The  more  you  can  keep  open  the 
tremendous  need  for  Christians  to 
examine  the  peace  issue,  the  better.  The 
earth  danger  is  real  and  too  many  of  us 
somehow  go  on  with  business  and 
worship  as  usual.  We  must  learn  to  love 
our  enemies  or  we  most  certainly  seem 
to  be  destined  to  perish. 

John  V.  Hewitt,  Jr. 

Rye,  New  York 


“What  kind  of  hold  does  Charles  Allen 
have  on  you  folks  at  the  Reporter?  ” 

I’ve  answered  this  question  privately 
from  time  to  time  for  several  years  now, 
usually  after  the  appearance  of  an  ad  in 
the  Reporter  for  a  book  authored  by  Dr. 
Charles  L.  Allen,  or  for  one  of  his 
frequent  tours  to  the  Holy  Land. 

My  response  always  is  the  same: 
“Charles  Allen  believes  in  telling  his 
story  in  the  most  effective  way  possible. 
He  pays  for  every  inch  of  advertising  he 
places  in  the  Reporter  just  like  anyone 
else.” 

Charles  L.  Allen  has  served  as  senior 
minister  of  the  First  UMC  in  Houston  — 
United  Methodism’s  largest  congre¬ 
gation  —  for  the  past  22  years.  His 
congregation  publishes  its  news  each 
week  in  combination  with  the  Reporter, 
and  thereby  provides  this  paper  one  of  its 
largest  groups  of  subscribers. 

On  many  occasions,  Charles  has 
reminded  me  with  pride:  “I’m  your 
biggest  customer  and  I  believe  in  what 
you’re  doing.”  To  his  credit,  and  my 
relief,  he’s  never  sought  to  develop  any 
“hold”  on  the  paper  ;  nor  has  he  felt  the 
need  expressed  by  many  pastors  to 
“protect”  his  members  from  knowing 
what  is  going  on  at  all  levels  of  the 
church. 

I  could  probably  justify  a  “first  of  its 
kind”  tribute  for  Charles  strictly  on  the 
basis  of  how  much  he  has  contributed  to 
my  ministry  and  that  of  the  Reporter, 
and  how  relatively  little  he  has  asked  for, 
or  received,  in  return.  That  would  be  the 
wrong  reason,  however,  for  reflecting  on 
the  remarkable  ministry  of  so 
remarkable  a  person. 

Earlier  this  week,  Charles  Allen 
preached  his  last  sermon  before 
“officially”  retiring.  During  a  ministry 
which  now  spans  50  years,  he  probably 
has  written  as  many  books,  addressed  as 
many  different  congregations,  and 
become  known  by  as  many  people 
outside  the  church  as  any  United  Method¬ 
ist  preacher  now  alive. 

I’ve  often  felt  the  church  should  find 
ways  to  recognize  and  tap  the  wisdom  of 
persons  of  such  unique  ability  and  per¬ 
spective  while  they  are  still  living 
resources.  This  is  one  effort  toward  that 
end. 

For  example,  Charles  Allen  frequently 
has  said  over  the  years  that  if  we  want 
something,  we  should  not  be  afraid  to  ask 
for  it  —  whether  we’re  praying  to  God,  or 
trying  to  raise  the  church  budget,  or 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 
seeking  election  to  political  office.  This 
principle  is  so  simple  as  to  appear  self- 
evident.  Yet  the  church  is  full  today  of 
people  waiting  in  vain  for  someone  to 
challenge  them  to  give  themselves  in  ser¬ 
vice  to  God  as  fully  as  they  should. 

Few  ministers  within  our  church  know 
how  to  communicate  as  clearly  and 
effectively  with  lay  persons  as  Charles 
Allen.  While  in  seminary,  I  read  one  of 
his  books  and  suspected  his  theology  of 
being  shallow  and  simplistic.  Once  I  got 
to  know  Charles  and  discovered  his  depth 
of  thought  and  passion,  I  realized  that  he 
had  mastered  an  art  that  I  didn’t  know 
existed:  expressing  profound  ideas  with 
simplicity. 

I  recall  a  gathering  of  ministers  once  in 
which  several  of  us  were  lamenting  how 
busy  we  were  and  how  little  time  we  had 
to  do  the  things  we  really  wanted  to  do. 
The  pastor  with  the  largest  parish 
stopped  us  in  our  tracks  with  the 
comment:  "each  of  us  has  the  same 
number  of  hours  in  the  day  and  the 
choice  of  how  to  spend  them.  ” 

Several  years  ago  Charles  faced  the 
haunting  situation  of  a  beloved  spouse 
surviving  a  heart  attack  in  a  comatose 
state  and  virtually  without  hope  for  three 
years.  During  the  long  months  (vhich 
followed,  Charles  bowed  by  her  side  daily 
and  prayed  for  a  miraculous  recovery 
that  never  came.  Through  an  ordeal  that 
could  have  produced  bitterness,  he 
exhibited  the  steadfastness  of  faith  that 
he  had  so  often  preached  to  others. 

I  don’t  consider  Charles  Allen  a 
“saint”  because  I’ve  seen  him  engage  in 
such  “unsaintly”  behavior  as  improving 
his  ball’s  lie  on  the  golf  course.  But  he  is 
truly  a  “one  of  a  kind”  resource  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  No  one 
could,  or  should,  try  to  become  a  copy  of 
anyone  else.  But  there  is  a  great  deal 
most  of  us  could  learn  from  Charles 
Allen’s  approach  to  ministry  —  and 
benefit  by  emulating.  Were  that  to 
happen  in  enough  places,  our 
denomination’s  overall  institutional 
health  likely  would  show  an  obvious  and 
almost  immediate  improvement. 

Charles  Allen  says  he  has  so  many 
things  planned  that  he  doesn’t  really 
intend  to  “retire”  at  age  70,  and  I  believe 
him.  If  you  need  help,  however,  and  are 
willing  to  ask  for  it,  I’d  be  willing  to  bet 
you’d  find  this  special  resource 
accessible  and  willing  to  share  from  the 
wealth  of  his  insights  and  experience. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Cokesbury  Pew  Cushions: 

The  Memorial  Gift  Everybody's  Soft  About 


If  you’re  thinking  about  a  memorial  gift  for  your 
church,  give  something  that  will  make  the  whole 
congregation  enthusiastic:  Pew  Cushions  from 
Cokesbury!  Attractive  and  dignified,  all  Cokesbury 
pew  cushions  feature  heavy  duty  construction  and 
are  made-to-order.  In  addition,  they  come  in  your 
choice  of  styles  (Welted  or  Contoured),  materials 
(Saluda  Velour,  Nylon  Tempo,  and  Textured 
Nylon),  and  a  variety  of  colors.  1 5"  wide  by  2"  thick, 
these  cushions  are  available  in  any  length  (and 
other  widths  if  needed). 

So  memorialize  your  loved  one  with  a  gift  that  will 
be  warmly  received  by  all  members.  Or  use  your 
church’s  Memorial  Fund.  For  a  free  brochure  or 
no-obligation  price  quote,  visit  your  nearest 
Cokesbury  store  or  write  the  Cokesbury  Service 
Center  serving  your  area. 

ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YCKJR  AREA; 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave„  South  «  RO.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 

For  Personal  Service,  Shop  at  These  Cokesbury  Stores 
Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati 
Clearwater  •  Columbia  •  Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton 

Denver/Englewood  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Fort  Worth 
Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville 
Kansas  City  •  Knoxville  •  Little  Rock  •  Memphis 
Miami  •  Nashville  •  North  Canton  •  Park  Ridge 
Pasadena  •  Philadelphia/King  of  Pans  la  •  Pittsburgh 
Raleigh  •  Richmond  •  San  Francisco/Burlingame 
Syracuse  •  Teaneck  •  Tulsa 

Q  Cokesbury 
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World’s  wild  weather 
hikes  disaster  relief 


NEW  YORK  —  “There  has  never  been 
a  time  when  we’ve  dealt  with  so  many 
natural  disaster  situations  due  to  extra¬ 
ordinary  weather  around  the  world,” 
says  Church  World  Service  relief  coor¬ 
dinator  Stanley  Mitton. 

Church  World  Service  has  begun 
'  helping  disaster  victims  in  more  than  a 
dozen  countries  overseas  and  in  nine 
states  in  the  U.S.  since  the  first  of  the 
year.  Church  World  Service  (CWS)  is  the 
relief  and  development  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

United  Methodist  disaster  response 
'  through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  is  coordinated  with  CWS. 

Since  January  1,  through  its  foreign 
emergency  response  office,  Church 
World  Service  has  asked  its  Protestant, 
Orthodox  and  Anglican  church  members 
for  more  than  $1.1  million  to  assist  people 

suffering  from  natural  and  civil  disasters 

in  South  and  Central  America,  Africa 
and  the  Pacific. 

Through  its  domestic  disaster  response 
office,  the  agency  has  helped  coordinate 
the  churches’  clean-up  and 
reconstruction  efforts  in  California,  the 
Midwest  and  the  South  following  a  rash 


of  floods,  storms  and  earthquakes. 

Mr.  Milton,  who  directs  the  foreign 
emergency  response,  pointed  out  that  in 
Peru  the  churches  have  been  asked  to 
help  alleviate  the  conditions  caused  by 
drought  in  one  part  of  the  country  and 
those  caused  by  floods  in  another.  He 
said  that  situation  exemplifies  the 
situation  around  the  world  —  and  in  the 
U.S.  —  where  we  are  experiencing  the 
effects  of  extremes  of  weather.” 

Natural  disasters  are  far  from  the  only 
situation  where  the  relief  agency  is 
involved,  however.  “We  must  not  ignore 
the  extreme  and  increasing  compli¬ 
cations  caused  by  man-made  disasters,” 
Mr.  Mitton  adds.  “Lebanon,  Somalia,  the 
Afghan  refugees  —  these  are  disasters 
caused  by  people  and  they  just  keep 
going  on  and  on.” 

“I’m  monitoring  37  situations  outside 
the  U.S.,”  Mr.  Mitton  reports,  and  his 
domestic  counterpart,  John  W.  Schauer, 
says  he  is  monitoring  another  16  in  the 
U.S. 

Both  in  the  U.S.  and  overseas,  funds, 
personnel  and  material  goods  are 
normally  supplied  at  the  request  of 
partner  churches  and  church  agencies. 


UM  survey  finds 


By  Tammy  Tanaka 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 
A  poll  of  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
lay  leaders,  taken  as  part  of  a  larger 
church  bicentennial  project,  shows 
“potentially  destructive  divisions” 
within  the  denomination. 

The  survey,  which  dealt  with  social 
concepts  and  strategies,  documented 
divisions  between  clergy  and  laity  which 
have  long  been  noted,  the  report  said. 
The  “more  serious”  divisions,  however, 
were  found  between  the  local  church  and 
denominational  bodies. 

Use  of  boycotts,  protest  marches  and 
civil  disobedience  as  instruments  of 
social  change  has  the  greatest 
potentiality  for  dividing  the  church,  said 
the  report  by  the  Rev.  James  Fogle 
Miller,  included  in  the  Research 
Information  Bulletin  published  here  by 
the  church’s  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  (GCOM). 

GCOM  commissioned  the  survey  in 
1980  as  part  of  a  10-year  church 
bicentennial  effort  to  chart  a  course  for 
United  Methodism’s  third  century.  The 
project  was  recently  completed  with 


publication  of  the  last  of  17  resource 
books,  called  the  Third  Century  series. 
Mr.  Miller  said  the  overall  project  was 
intended  to  help  United  Methodists 
“engage  in  a  discussion  of  who  we  are  as 
a  denomination  and  what  we  wish  to 
accomplish  in  the  years  ahead.”  The 

Use  of  boycotts, 
protest  marches  and 
civil  disobedience  as 
instruments  of  social 
change  has  the 
greatest  potentiality 
for  dividing  the 
church. 

church  celebrates  the  bicentennial  of 
Methodism  in  America  in  1984. 

The  social  issues  survey  underscored 
the  importance  of  choosing  the  right 
strategy  to  meet  a  particular  goal,  Mr. 
Miller  said.  While  95  percent  of  United 
Methodists  favored  eliminating  personal 


The  starred  nations  above  are  disaster  areas  where  Church  World  Service  Refugees  reports  approximately  287,000  refugees  in  the  region. 

has  begun  helping  the  victims  of  floods,  storms,  earthquakes,  drought  and  ,  , _ • 

war  recover.  Cyclones  in  the  Pacific,  earthquakes  in  California,  drought  and  famine  in 

Central  America,  racked  by  increasing  civil  strife,  has  perhaps  the  highest  Africa  are  other  situations  to  which  Christians  are  responding  through  the 
concentration  of  trouble  snots  The  Coiled  Nations  High  Commissioner  for  NCC's  relief  and  development  arm. 

‘potentially  destructive  divisions’ 


and  institutional  racism,  only  50.1 
percent  supported  quotas  for  racial  and 
ethnic  minorities  in  church  and  society  to 
redress  previous  wrongs.  Similarly, 
while  91.1  percent  affirmed  that  all 
people  were  entitled  to  adequate  food, 
clothing  and  shelter,  only  45.4  percent 
favored  a  guaranteed  annual  income 
which  would  permit  each  person  to  live 
with  dignity. 

As  a  “possible  social  strategy 
appropriate  for  the  church,”  71.1  percent 
of  the  total  supported  economic  boycotts, 
61.8  percent  supported  protest  marches 
and  48  percent  supported  civil 
disobedience. 

While  the  total  support  for  boycotts  and 
protest  marches  appears  relatively  high, 
these  figures  only  tell  part  of  the  story, 
Mr.  Miller  said.  For  one  thing,  they  were 
low  compared  with  other  strategies 
which  received  scores  in  the  90s.  Some 
93.6  percent  supported  lobbying  public 
officials,  93  percent  supported  focusing 
church  ministries  on  problems  of  the 
family  and  95  percent  supported  studying 
the  nature  and  impact  of  social 
conditions  and  how  to  relate  to  them  in 


view  of  biblical  imperatives. 

The  breakdown  of  responses  also 
revealed  significant  differences  in 
outlook  between  local  laity  and  the 
various  groups  of  denominational 
leaders.  Favoring  economic  boycott,  for 
example,  were  62  percent  of  the  local 
laity,  75  percent  of  local  clergy,  82.4 
percent  of  general  board  members,  80.8 
percent  of  general  agency  staff  and  93.2 
percent  of  United  Methodist  theological 
school  faculty. 

Supporting  protest  marches  were  42.8 
percent  of  laity,  65.4  percent  of  local  cler¬ 
gy,  71.6  percent  of  general  board  mem¬ 
bers,  78.8  percent  of  agency  staff  and  92.9 
percent  of  theological  faculty. 
Supporting  civil  disobedience  were  23.9 
percent  of  local  laity,  53  percent  of  local 
clergy,  42.4  percent  of  general  board 
members,  75  percent  of  agency  staff  and 
83.7  percent  of  theological  faculties. 

The  social  issues  survey  was  directed 
by  Prof.  Earl  D.  C.  Brewer  of  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University 
in  Atlanta.  Survey  topics  were  based  on 
the  social  pronouncements  of  the  1980 
general  conference.  Clergy  and  laity 


were  in  close  agreement  only  on  the 
issues  of  promoting  world  peace,  family 
farming,  nuclear  plant  use,  and  alcohol, 
tobacco  and  other  harmful  drugs. 

Marked  differences  were  shown  in 
their  responses  on  21  issues,  notably 
capital  punishmant  and  prayer  in  public 
schools.  Capital  punishment  was  opposed 
by  51.8  percent  of  laity  and  74.8  percent  of 
clergy.  Prayer  in  public  schools  was 

The  responses 
revealed  significant 
differences  in  outlook 
between  local  laity  and 
denominational  leaders. 

favored  by  71.1  percent  of  laypersons, 
34.7  percent  of  clergy. 

Parts  of  the  study  were  identical  to 
questions  asked  in  1958  and  1975. 
Comparison  of  the  data  on  the  aim  of 
mission  shows  a  movement  among  laity 
toward  seeking  balance  between 
individual  salvation  and  social 
transformation. 


“Sixty-three  percent  of  those  surveyed 
in  1958  saw  individual  salvation  as  the 
chief  aim  of  mission.  By  1975,  that 
percentage  had  declined  to  55  percent, 
and  by  1980,  to  31  percent,”  the  survey 
summary  states. 

Conversely,  32  percent  of  the  1958 
group  stressed  social  development  and 
self-improvement.  The  corresponding 
figure  was  43  percent  in  1975  and  67 
percent  in  1980. 

A  section  on  demographic  charac¬ 
teristics  found  that  persons  with  a 
conservative  or  fundamental  theology 
aren’t  represented  in  the  denominational 
leadership  in  proportion  to  their  num¬ 
bers  in  the  local  church.  More  than 
30  percent  of  local  laity  and  21  percent  of 
local  clergy  classified  themselves  as 
having  a  conservative  or  fundamentalist 
theology. 

Mr.  Miller  said  the  local  church  level 
was  perceived  to  be  the  most  important 
level  of  the  denomination  in  dealing  with 
social  issues.  He  said  United  Methodist 
laity  was  “solidly  middle-class  and  shows 
a  marked  preference  for  maintaining 
the  status  quo.” 


Mississippians  claim  ‘devastation  ’ 

Mission  unit  severs  black  activists 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  formal  link  has  been  cut  between  a 
controversial  black  activist  group  in 
Mississippi  and  the  National  Division  of 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Support  for  that  group,  the  United 
League  of  Holmes  County,  is  said  by 
many  leaders  to  have  “devastated”  the 
UM  church  in  Mississippi  during  the  last 
year. 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  who  heads  the 
National  Division,  said  he  “suspended” 
the  relationship  with  the  United  League 
as  part  of  an  overall  review  of  the 
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division’s  links  with  outside  groups. 

The  review  itself  results  from  a  three- 
year-old  special  committee’s  efforts  to 
“make  sure  all  of  the  board’s  work  is 
accountable  to  the  grassroots  church," 
said  the  Rev.  Lloyd  M.  Wright,  chairman 
of  the  committee. 

Dr.  Bideaux ’s  action  drew  cheers  from 
leaders  in  two  annual  conferences  of 
Mississippi.  A  year  ago,  they  deemed  the 
United  League  to  be  too  racially  divisive 
and  asked  for  a  halt  to  National  Division 
support  for  the  league. 

But  a  very  different  reaction  came 
from  several  leaders  of  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference. 

They  said  Dr.  Bideaux’s  action  was  a 
capitulation  to  racism  and  signifies  a 
shift  of  Global  Ministries  away  from 
social  and  racial  justice  ministries. 

The  New  York  conference  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  has  asked  the 
denomination’s  commission  of  the  same 
name  to  investigate  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  and  to  recommend  whatever  “dis¬ 
ciplinary  action  is  deemed  appropriate.” 

New  policies  in  effect 

Mr.  Wright,  a  National  Division 
director,  said  he  believes  Dr.  Bideaux  is 
representing  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
directors.  This  spring  the  directors 
approved  “working  policies  and 
guidelines”  for  so-called  advisory  groups 
to  the  division. 

More  than  three  dozen  advisory 
committees  operating  in  all  kinds  of 
ways  are  linked  to  the  division,  Mr. 
Wright’s  committee  found.  These  loosely 
controlled  advisory  groups  have  had  the 
ability  to  involve  the  agency  in 
controversial  situations  without  the 
directors  having  much  participation  in 
decision-making. 

Among  provisions  of  the  new  policies 
are  the  following: 

•  Members  of  advisory  committees 
will  be  named  by  the  National  Division. 

•  Committees  do  not  have  a  life  of  their 
own;  they  will  operate  in  concert  with 
a  National  Division  program  unit. 


•  Committees  may  not  commit  Global 
Ministries  funds  or  speak  for  the  board. 
Committee  members  are  advisors,  not 
decision-makers. 

One  of  the  advisory  committees  has 
been  connected  to  UM  Voluntary 
Services  in  the  National  Division,  which 
has  formed  a  network  of  some  20 
community  organizations.  United 
League  of  Holmes  County  was  one  of 
them. 

The  suspension  of  the  committee  and 
the  network  means  the  division  no 
longer  provides  the  20  network  groups 
with  a  group  health  insurance  plan, 
subscriptions  to  publications,  training 
events  for  employees  and  other  kinds  of 
coordinating  and  support  services. 

Mr.  Wright,  a  pastor  in  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  told  the  Reporter:  “There  is  a 
mandate  in  the  new  policies  for  (Dr. 
Bideaux)  to  review  this  committee  and 
more  than  30  others." 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  his  staff  will  consider 
individual  requests  from  the  former 
network  groups.  If  the  division’s 
withdrawal  of  support  threatens  a 
group’s  very  existence,  he  said, 
emergency  help  will  be  considered. 

Mississippians  cautious 

Most  Mississippi  UM  leaders  seemed 
cautiously  optimistic  last  week  that  Dr. 
Bideaux’s  action  has  made  it  possible  for 
“healing"  to  start  in  their  churches,  but 
they  also  said  the  action  comes  several 
months  too  late. 

“Our  participation  in  the  connectional 
system  of  the  denomination  has  probably 
been  set  back  25  years,”  said  Bishop  C.  P. 
Minnick,  episcopal  leader  of  Mississippi 
United  Methodists. 

Local  church  financial  support  for  na¬ 
tional  church  programs  has  fallen  dras¬ 
tically,  and  several  congregations 
have  been  inquiring  about  how  to 
withdraw  from  the  denomination 
completely,  he  said. 

The  primary  cause  of  all  this  was  a 
national  church  agency  continuing  to 
support  a  group  after  many  white  and 


black  leaders  in  Mississippi  said  it  was 
too  divisive,  several  lay  and  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference  told  the  Reporter. 

Sheila  Collins,  the  National  Division 
staff  person  most  closely  identified  with 
Global  Ministries’  support  of  the  United 
League,  last  month  was  terminated  from 
employment  due  to  “changing  staff 
requirements.” 

Dr.  Bideaux’s  treatment  of  Ms.  Collins 
was  a  key  topic  in  the  news  conference 
called  last  week  by  several  New  York 
conference  leaders  who  viewed  the 
termination  as  part  of  a  pattern  of  Dr. 
Bideaux’s  bowing  to  racist  pressure,  the 
Reporter  was  told  by  the  Rev.  Herman 
Darden.  He  is  chairman  of  the  New  York 
conference  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race. 

“Justice  ministries”  put  in  place  by 
Dr.  Bideaux’s  predecessor,  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent  (who  now  heads  the 
entire  board),  are  being  dismantled,  Mr. 
Darden  contended. 

A  coalition  of  black  leaders  in  Holmes 
County,  however,  who  consider 
themselves  part  of  the  traditional 
NAACP  and  liberal  Democratic  move¬ 
ment  for  racial  justice,  last  week  lauded 
Dr.  Bideaux’s  break  with  the  United  League 
as  a  move  that  will  help  black  people. 

Those  black  leaders  have  protested 
Global  Ministries’  support  for  the  United 
League,  which  they  say  is  intent  on 
driving  them  from  power  in  favor  of 
communist-influenced  radicals.  They 
note  there  has  been  increased 
communist  party  organizing  efforts  in 
the  county  and  two  of  the  United 
League’s  top  leaders  were  electors  in 
1980  for  a  communist  presidental  candi¬ 
date. 

But  Mr.  Darden,  a  black  member  of 
the  New  York  conference  investigating 
team  that  went  to  Mississippi  in 
February,  said:  “I  can  easily  dismiss 
them  (the  coalition  of  black  leaders)  as  a 
group  of  conservative  blacks.  They  may 
have  been  radical  once,  but  not  any 
more.  The  United  League  is  the  one  that 
works  for  real  justice.” 


Ethicist  warn  of  social  frontiers 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Christians 
are  called  to  face  social  frontiers,  where 
forces  threaten  to  destroy  people  and  the 
family,  with  the  same  deep  commitment 
Jacob  Albright  and  his  followers  showed 
as  they  witnessed  on  America’s  frontiers 
200  years  ago. 

So  challenged  the  Rev.  Richard  D. 
Tholin,  professor  of  social  ethics  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill.,  during  the 
Jacob  Albright  Festival  at  United 
Theological  Seminary  here  last  month. 

The  festival  marked  the  175th 
anniversary  of  the  death  in  1808  of  Jacob 
Albright,  founder  of  the  Evangelical 
branch  of  the  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  (EUB)  Church. 


"We  are  in  a  position  now  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  ways  in  which  forces  in 
the  world  are  destroying  us,  to  face 
frontiers  such  as  the  idolatry  of  an 
Armageddon  that  will  destroy 
humanity,”  Dr.  Tholin  said.  “The  core  of 
life  of  the  Christian  community  is  not  in 
organization  but  in  the  experience  of 
God’s  saving  and  transforming  power 
affecting  the  'doing  of  our  lives.’  We  see 
expressed  in  Albright’s  life  the  gift  of  in- 
depth  struggle  as  he  faced  the  frontiers 
of  his  day.” 

Dr.  Tholin  stressed  the  importance  of 
many  facets  of  the  Evangelical  heritage 
to  United  Methodism  as  United  Methodists 
prepare  to  celebrate  the  bicentennial  of 
organized  Methodism  in  America  in  1984. 


A  copy  of  the  newly  published  German- 
language  history  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Methodist  churches  in  Germany  was 
presented  to  the  Center  at  the  Seminary 
by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Core,  United  professor 
emeritus  of  church  history.  He  described 
the  compilation  of  the  history  and  his 
part  in  it  by  his  authorship  of  one  chapter. 

The  congregation  at  the  festival  was 
representative  of  some  of  the  streams 
that  have  merged  into  United 
Methodism.  Attending  were  former 
Evangelicals,  former  United  Brethren, 
former  Methodists  and  others.  The 
Evangelical  and  United  Brethren 
churches  merged  in  1946,  the  EUB  and 
Methodist  churches  merged  in  1968  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
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People  in  the  news... 


Volunteer  gives  herself 

Sometimes  Jean  Stassel,  whose 
talents  are  well-honed  by  higher 
education  and  experience,  is  asked, 
“Why  don’t  you  accept  a  paying  job 
instead  of  just  giving  yourself  away?” 

Her  answer:  "I’m  not  in  the  labor 
market  because  what  I  want  to  give 
doesn’t  draw  a  salary.” 

Jean  could  pass  for  an  older  sister 
to  the  children  who  are  her  special 
concern.  Brown,  bobbed  hair  frames 
a  warm  smile. 

Since  taking  graduate  work  at 
Alaska  University,  one  of  the  most 
consuming  of  her  volunteer  efforts 
has  been  with  the  Jesse  Lee  Home  for 
children,  ages  6  to  15,  who  need  a 
stable  group-home  influence. 

Jesse  Lee  Home,  which  was 
founded  in  1890  as  a  Methodist  home 
for  needy  children  at  Unalaska  Island 
of  the  Aleutians,  is  now  located  on  a 
wooded  acreage  in  Anchorage. 

The  home  is  the  oldest  component  of 
Alaska  Children's  Services,  a  joint 
effort  of  American  Lutherans, 
American  Baptists,  the  Disciples  and 
United  Methodists. 

Alaska  Children’s  Services  provides 
emergency  shelter  and  short-term 
group  home  care;  a  “dial-a-friend” 
crisis  phone  line;  specialized 
counseling  for  drug  and  alcohol 
problems;  community  programs  for 
minority  youth  and  participation  in  the 
national  "runaway  youth”  project. 

A  significant  extension  of  the 
service  is  the  “going  back  home” 
program  at  Unalaska  Island  in 
conjunction  with  Iliuliuk  Family 
Health  Service. 


Jean  Stassel  is  not  only  a  friend  of 
the  children  but  has  made  one  of  her 
aims  to  reverse  the  Alaska  policy  of 
removing  native  children  from  their 
families  and  home  regions  for  long 
periods  for  schooling  or  health  care. 
The  combination  of  cutting  family  ties 
and  the  culture  shock  too  often  prove 
disastrous  to  the  children,  she  has 
observed. 

While  Jean  was  so  involved  with 
jesse  Lee  Home,  the  children’s 
services  and  her  legislative  work,  she 
and  her  family  have  had  their  own 
emergencies.  A  17-year-old  son  died  in 
a  car  accident.  Their  home  was  in  the 
1964  Alaska  earthquake,  and  the  left 
side  of  Jean’s  face  became  paralyzed. 
Only  after  surgery  and  long  months  of 
effort,  could  she  move  some  of  her 
facial  muscles  again. 

Slowly  the  smiling  face  improved, 
although  wiggling  her  nose,  whistling 
and  blowing  out  a  match  proved  to  be 
more  difficult  skills  to  recover.  But 
she  is  more  interested  in  other 
people’s  problems  and  needs. 

What  philosophy  drives  this  United 
Methodist  woman  to  give  herself 
away? 

Jean  Stassel’s  brown,  vibrant  eyes 
sought  the  treetops  of  the  pine  forest 
outside  the  Jesse  Lee  Home  as  she 
thought  of  her  answer.  Slowly,  and 
with  feeling,  she  answered. 

“This  I  believe:  Each  individual,  as 
a  child  of  God,  has  great  value. 
Therefore,  each  one  with  a  special 
need  must  be  listened  to  —  actively 
and  with  empathy.  To  such  persons  I 
hope  to  make  myself  available.” 

-  By  MARJORIE  VANDERVELDE 
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Jean  Stassel  of  Anchorage  admires  the  handiwork  of  the  totem  pole 
^Jthat  stands  outside  the  Jesse  Lee  Home. _ 
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Bicentennial  minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 
June  8,  1880  is  the  founding  date  of  the  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Society.  This  group,  an  antecedent  body  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  and  the  Women’s  Division,  was 
approved  for  work  by  the  1880  General  Conference,  to  do 
work  which  had  been  done  by  an  auxiliary  to  the  Freedmen’s 
Aid  Society. 

Bishop  Wiley  was  the  originator  of  the  group.  The  record 
shows  that  the  success  of  this  organization  over  the  years 
was  due,  in  large  part,  to  the  character,  influence,  and 
judgment  of  its  presidents. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


the  church  today 


Students,  campus  ministers 
plan  General  Conference  talks 

;  NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Convocations 
for  college  students  and  campus 
itiinisters  are  being  planned  in 
Conjunction  with  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

!  The  National  Committee  on  Campus 
Ministry  and  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  will  be  working 
together  on  the  projects.  Plans  include 
qn  information  center  for  students  and 
qampus  ministers  throughout  the 
qonference  and  a  convocation  for  college 
students  during  the  weekend  between  the 
two  weeks  of  the  meeting. 

^7-book  publishing 
project  finished 

:  DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  What  is 
Believed  to  be  one  of  the  most  ambitious 
research  and  publishing  programs  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  recent  years 
is  complete. 

j  With  publication  this  spring  of  a  book 
intended  to  be  a  major  resource  in 
preparing  for  the  Bicentennial  of 
Methodism  in  America,  the  program  has 
spanned  10  years  in  planning,  research, 
writing  and  publishing. 

The  project  is  the  “Research  Design 
for  United  Methodism  as  It  Enters  Its 
Third  Century.”  It  was  conceived  and 
developed  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM),  with  publication  of 
17  books  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

The  series,  dealing  with  many  major 
issues  before  the  church,  is  designed  to 
help  the  denomination  engage  in 
discussion  on  "who  we  are  as  United 
Methodists,  what  we  wish  to  accomplish 
and  how  we  pursue  our  goals  in  the  years 
ahead,”  said  the  GCOM  in  describing  the 
long  process. 

Six  conferences  cited 
by ‘gay’ caucus 

LOS  ANGELES  —  At  least  six  of 
United  Methodisms  73  annual 
conferences  are  reported  doing 
“significant”  education  work  on  the 
dhurch’s  role  in  relation  to  “gay”  men 
and  lesbians. 

This  was  reported  here  recently  at  the 
Semi-annual  meeting  of  Affirmation,  the 
Unofficial  caucus  of  United  Methodists 
for  “gay”  and  lesbian  concerns. 

‘Second  career’  grants  go 
to  women  ministers 

,  NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Fifty-three 
women  seminary  students  from  33 
annual  conferences  have  been  chosen  to 
Receive  the  eighth  annual  Georgia 
Uarkness  Scholarship  Awards. 

,  Granted  by  the  United  Methodist 
Pivision  of  Ordained  Ministry,  the 
scholarships  honor  the  well-known  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  teacher  and  theologian  who 
died  in  1974. 

,  The  scholarships  are  limited  primarily 
to  United  Methodist  women,  35  years  and 
plder,  who  are  preparing  for  a  second 
career  in  ordained  ministry. 

Scholarships  endowed 
at  Ohio  Seminary 

DELAWARE,  Ohio  —  An  Ohio  banker 
ind  his  wife  have  established  an 
Endowed  scholarship  program  at 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio 
here  which  will  permit  up  to  12  full- 


Language  guidelines: 

Task  force  charged  with  finding  answers 


JUNE  3, 1983 


tuition  grants  per  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Alford  endowed 
the  program  in  honor  of  his  parents,  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James.  P.  Alford.  The 
elder  Mr.  Alford  was  a  Methodist 
minister  in  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Some  stations  reject 
bishop’s  TV  special 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  United  Methodists 
in  most  of  the  Indiana  Area  had  an 
opportunity  recently  to  see  a  television 
special,  “30  Minutes  with  Bishop 
Armstrong,”  despite  rejections  of  the 
program  by  some  stations  on  the  grounds 
that  it  was  too  controversial. 

One  Chicago  station  rejected  it.  But 
after  news  reports  told  of  that  action, 
another  station  there  accepted  it.  Most 
other  stations  which  previewed  the 
program  accepted  it  on  their  regular 
purchased-air  time  basis. 

In  the  program  Bishop  Armstrong 
spent  one  segment  talking  about 
“positive  ministries”  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  of  which  he  is 
president.  The  NCC  has  been  criticized  in 
recent  media  presentations.  The 
program’s  second  segment  dealt  with 
priorities  of  Indiana  United  Methodism. 

UM’s  meet  ‘second-mile’ 
challenge  in  1982 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  The 
Advance  Committee  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  heard  reports  of  rising 
income  for  the  Advance,  the  church’s 
program  of  “second-mile”  giving  (after 
World  Service)  to  missions  and  relief- 
rehabilitation,  at  its  meeting  here  last 
month. 

The  committee,  a  unit  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM),  approved 
54  new  projects  totaling  $1,972,254  to 
receive  Advance  gifts. 

Total  General  Advance  receipts  hit  a 
record  high  of  $21,169,106  in  1982,  die 
Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  Advance  direc¬ 
tor,  told  the  committee. 

Opening  announced 
in  controller’s  office 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  -  The  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
United  Methodism’s  central  financial 
office,  is  seeking  a  successor  to  Gary  K. 
Bowen  in  its  controller’s  office.  Mr. 
Bowen  was  recently  named  an  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  agency. 

The  council’s  chief  executive  officer, 
the  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  said  appli¬ 
cants  need  accounting  and  auditing 
training  and  need  to  be  capable  of  “per¬ 
forming  such  functions  in  a  computeriz¬ 
ed  environment.”  Salary  range  is  $27,200 
to  $43,090.  More  information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  Dr.  Wayland  at  1200  Davis 
St.,  Evanston,  IL 60201. 

Pastoral  counselors  form 
nuclear  peace  ‘network’ 

NASHVILLE  -  Members  of  the 
American  Association  of  Pastoral 
Counselors  established  a  “network”  of 
concern  about  nuclear  peacemaking 
during  the  association’s  recent  20th 
anniversary  meeting  here. 

Among  the  network’s  functions  is  “to 
support  one  another  in  confronting  the 
spiritual  and  emotional  immensity  of  the 
issue  of  nuclear  weaponry.” 

The  network  is  open  to  pastoral 
counselors  and  pastors  involved  in 
counseling. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  woman  across  the  luncheon  table, 
sitting  erectly  and  staring  intently 
through  steel-rimmed  glasses,  hardly 
looks  as  if  she  deserves  to  be  called  the 
things  she  has  been  called  recently  — 
things  like  “un-Christian,"  “biased,” 
“sexually  repressed”  or  a  candidate  for 
the  lunatic  fringe. 

What  bothers  her  most  about  those 
names,  says  Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler, 
is  that  they  came  from  persons  who  don’t 
know  her  personally.  They  know  of  her, 
perhaps,  as  chairperson  of  the  United 
Methodist  Task  Force  on  Language 
Guidelines.  Specifically,  they  associate 
her  with  the  task  force’s  earlier  widely- 
publicized  suggestion  that  “Lord"  and 
“King”  not  be  used  in  newly  written 
United  Methodist  liturgy,  preaching, 
publications  and  legislative  bodies  as 
names  for  God.  The  protests  —  many 
with  strong  language  —  soared  into  the 
hundreds. 

Recommendations  softened 

The  task  force  softened  its  earlier 
recommendation  during  its  final 
meeting,  acknowledging  that  these 
words  are  “rich  and  meaningful”  images 
of  God  for  many  Christians.  The  task 
force  continues  to  recommend  that  these 
words  —  because  of  their  male  imagery 

—  be  used  sparingly,  however. 

The  task  force  also  abandoned  its 
search  for  a  suitable  alternative  to 
“Father”  (see  UMR,  May  20). 

Now  it’s  a  quiet  Saturday  noon.  The 
task  force  has  just  completed  its  final 
meeting  in  a  motel  near  Chicago’s 
O’Hare  Field,  and  Ms.  Oehler  finally 
permits  herself  some  freedom  to  speak 
about  the  task. 

To  anyone  who  knows  Carolyn  Oehler 
personally,  it  is  ironic  that  a  person  so 
precise  in  her  own  language  and  thoughts 

—  some  have  called  her  “calculating”  — 
would  become  the  target  of  such 
condemnation,  cushioned  by  some 
praise,  about  the  work  of  a  task  force  on 
inclusive  language. 

What,  she  is  asked,  was  the  task  force 
trying  to  do?  The  eyes  become  even  more 
intense  and  the  words  take  precise  form 
before  she  speaks. 

“The  task  force  was  trying  to  describe 
some  current  realities  and  understand¬ 
ings  about  language  and  to  suggest  some 
ways  in  which  the  impetus  for  evolving 
language  —  which  we  did  not  create  — 
impacts  and  illuminates  our  understand¬ 
ings  about  who  we  are  and  who  God  is  to 
each  of  us. 

Bible  central  to  study 

“Central  to  our  examination  was  the 
place  of  the  Bible  in  United  Methodist 
beliefs. 

“We  as  a  group  have  moved  from 
seeing  inclusive  language  as  a  political 
concern  —  as  a  way  of  expressing  needs 
of  different  groups  for  inclusion  —  to  a 
basic  faith  issue  on  how  we  experience 
God  and  how  we  describe  that  experience 
for  the  church. 

“This  created  a  kind  of  tension  for  me 
personally  and  for  the  task  force.  Ours 
became  a  ‘conserving’  position  —  to 
conserve  what  is  best  in  our  traditional 
understandings  while  trying  to  broaden 
our  understanding  of  God  and  Jesus 
Christ  from  fourth  century  imagery. 

“That  second  view  —  that  we  were 
essentially  dealing  with  a  faith  issue  — 
was  always  there  but  we  were  not  forced 
to  acknowledge  it  right  away.  It  became 
clear  to  me  as  I  worked  on  an  early  draft 
of  our  final  document.  I  had  to  put  into 
inclusive  language  my  understanding  of 
who  God  is,  how  scripture  reveals  God  to 
us,  who  Jesus  Christ  is,  how  whole 
doctrines  like  the  Holy  Trinity  —  which  is 
commonly  expressed  in  masculine 
terms,  i.e.  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  — 
can  be  affirmed  and  not  block  or  freeze 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  WANTED:  Handbell  Choir  Director  with 
,  ten  years  experience,  own  5-octave  set  and 
equipment.  Prefer  Maryland  or  northern  Virginia. 
'Available  September  1983  Write  Box  1534,  Jadcson, 
,  MI  49204 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  and  Public 
Relations  for  UM  agency  serving  troubled 
adolescents  near  Buffalo,  N  Y.  Strong  skills  needed 
in  church  relations,  planned  giving,  direct  mail 
appeals,  public  speaking,  media  relations  and 
editing  of  donor  magazine.  Experience  in 
corporate/foundation  grantmanship  also  helpful. 
Some  overnight  travel.  Excellent  benefits.  Private 
home  available.  Salary  open.  Available 
immediately  Replv  Dept.  G,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  TX  75222. 


OPENING  FOR  CONSULTANT  to  work  with 

churches  to  encourage  development  of  child  and 
family-serving  projects.  Candidate  must  have 
human  services  background  and  strong  commitment 
to  working  through  local  churches.  Send  resume  to 
Paul  Nelson.  Homes  for  Children,  1661  N.  Northwest 
Highway.  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068. 


MANAGER-DIRECTOR  at  WI,  United  Methodist 

Camp  Lucerne,  Neshkoro.  Year  ’round  position  with 
management  responsibility  on  452-acre  site  with  48 
acre-lake,  3  program  areas,  in  central  WI. 
Application  deadline:  July  1.  For  further  info  and 
application  contact:  Rev.  Glenn  Kohlhepp,  Box  162, 
Marion.  WI  54950 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (organist- 

director).  8  choirs,  including  handbells.  Part-time 
paid  music  assistant  on  the  staff.  Salary  negotiable. 
Starting  Sept.  1.  Monroe  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  3613  Monroe  St.,  P.  O.  Box  2660,  Toledo,  OH 
43606  (  419  )  473-1167.  Contact:  Rev.  Herman 

Emmert  


POSITION :  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
Experienced,  full  lime.  2,100-member  church. 
Excellent  facilities  Salary  negotiable.  Immediate 
employment.  Send  resume  to  Search  Committee. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  567,  Oak 
Ridge,  TN  37831. 


YOUTH/ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  wanted  for  an 
established  and  growing  conservative  evangelical 
United  Methodist  Church  of  over  1.000  members  in 
the  Dallas-Metroplex  area  Salary  negotiable  Send 
resume  to  Philip's  UMC.  3717  Broadway,  Garland, 
TX  75043,  (214)  271-9565. 


FINANCE  DIRECTOR  FOR  large,  multi-program, 
metropolitan  mission  project  under  National 
Division;  Tampa  United  Methodist  Centers, 
committed  to  missional  thrust  of  UMC, 
degree/experience  in  business  administration, 
management,  accounting;  responsible  for  fiscal 
operations,  contracts,  property,  insurance, 
investments;  work  effectively  with  others.  Vacancy 
in  July.  Send  resume  immediately  to  Mrs  Miria 
Hester.  P  O  Box 5746,  Tampa,  FL 33675. _ 


COURT  STREET  UNITED  Methodist  Church.  Full¬ 
time  Director  of  Christian  Education  responsible  for 
growth  in  church  school  youth  and  family  programs. 
Masters  in  C  E.  or  equivalent  with  experience 
preferable.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Information:  Mrs.  Kay  Galloway.  303  Palm  Ave., 
Rockford,  IL  61 107. 


TRUSTEES/PASTORS/INDIVIDUALS:  Lease  any 
new  vehicle  (car,  van  or  trucks)  for  your  church, 
pastor  or  yourself.  Save  hundreds  No  down 
payment,  lower  monthly  payments.  Call  Nialco, 
(915) 


TWENTY  FAVORITE  HYMNS  recorded  in  stereo  on 
the  marimba  by  professional  church  music  consul¬ 
tant,  For  churches,  nursing  homes  or  private  listen¬ 
ing.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  Available  in  reel  to  reel 
tape,  $32.98,  or  cassette,  $9.98  each.  For  information 
or  to  order:  MRM-R  Productions,  P.O.  Box  646, 
Northborough,  MA  01532. 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  Insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum.  In  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze. 
Custom  sizes  available.  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/8-inch  aluminum.  Mounting 
brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne.  P.  O.  Box  157,  Amberg,  WI  54102. 


ROGERS  CROSSING,  a  novella  of  small  town 
Methodism  as  seen  through  the  eyes  of  a  Methodist 
minister  was  written  by  Dr.  Carl  Patton  Jr.,  and  is 
for  sale  for  $5.95  plus  $1  shipping.  Order  from: 
Patton  Creative  Associates,  Box  5323,  Salinas,  CA 
93915. 


DIRECTOR:  YOUTH  AND  EVANGELISM  -  work 

with  downtown  church.  Need  energetic  person  to 
develop  strong  p-ogram.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  and  Bachelor’s  Degree  desirable  Send 
resume,  and  picture  and  brief  statement  concerning 
your  commitment  to  this  kind  of  ministry  to  Mr 
Richard  Simmons.  P.O.  Box  1156,  West  Palm  Beach. 
FL  33402, 


SAVE  MONEY  on  the  purchase  of  your  next  new  car, 
truck  or  van.  L.  Shirley  (retired)  (813  )  949-1120,  113 
N.W.  First  Ave.,  Lutz,  FL33549. 


THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 

licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103,  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 


MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 

Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-2646 


MAKE  MONEY.  HELP  BUILD  CHURCHES.  Do 
both  at  the  same  time  through  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A 
'Langston,  Room  303-L,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y., 
NY  10115. _ ' 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  two-day  Mother's  Day 
Out  program.  $350/mo.  Send  resume  to:  Ashford 
United  Methodist  Church,  2201  S.  Dairy  Ashford, 
Houston,  TX  77077,  (713  )  497-1146. 

WANTED:  EXPERIENCED  YOUTH  WORKER  for 
Southeastern  Alaska  City.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  is  hiring  a  full-time  youth  worker  to  develop 
and  lead  youth  ministry  within  the  congregation  and 
a  ministry  to  youth  in  the  broader  community. 
Information/Apply.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Box  8515,  Ketchikan,  Alaska  99901 

LARGE  FAMILY  TREE  FORM  Easy  to  complete, 
excellent  layout,  suitable  for  wall  framing,  white  or 
antique  parchment.  Send  $7.50  to  BL  Enterprises, 
9640  New  Bethel  Rd.,  Millington,  TN  38053.  1 

GATLINBURG  VACATION  RENTAL  Rent  new  4 

BR,  2 Vi  BA,  carpeted,  air  cond.  log  chalet.  Large 
deck.  Sleeps  15.  TV.  Stereo,  video  games. 
Spectacular  view  of  Smokey  Mtns.  Ideal  for  family 
reunions  or  church  retreats.  Discount  rates.  Free 
brochure.  Chamberlains,  4305  MeCampbell  Ln., 
Knoxville,  TN  37918,  (615)  688-5506.  1 

YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director 
wanted:  B.  A.  Degree  or  2  years  experience,  Salary 
negotiable.  Position  open  August  15.  1983.  Send 
resume  or  inquiry  to  Faith  United  Methodist  Church, 

710  8th  Street,  Farmington,  MN  55024  or  call  (612) 
460-6110. 

FREE  23  YOUTH  CHOIR  ROBES.  (209)  722-3963.  ; 

OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACKAGE!  Stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt.  1,  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark,  and  see  the  Great  Passion  Play  (thru 
Oct.)  for  only  $18  each,  including  tickets,  lodging, 
swimming  &  meals!  Call  501/253-8418. 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  100,  $20.00  Poem,  "Oqss 
in  my  Pocket,"  2t  Crosses-2,  1313  Falls  Church, 
Raleigh,  NC  27609. 

SUMMER  RENTALS,  Incomparable  View,  North 

Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska/Waynes- 
ville.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week, 
$400  month.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynes- 
ville,  NC  28786.  (704  )  627-6067. 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations. 

estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403. 

GOD  USES  HUMOR?  Glad  says  yes!  I^or  sample 

copy  and  newsletter  send  $1.50  to:  Glad  Magazine, 

346  W  7th  Ave.,  Columbus,  OH  43201.  Attn.:  M.  T. 
Overbey. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 

upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufac  uring  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817)  645-9203 

our  expanding  and  inclusive  understand¬ 
ing  of  these  images  central  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  This  proved  to  be  so  much 
harder  than  if  we  had  simply  proposed 
that  United  Methodists  strike  out 
‘Father’  every  time  it  appears  in  our  cur¬ 
rent  usage  and  insert  ‘Creator’  instead.” 


Most  difficult  aspect 

Her  use  of  the  word  “Father” 
crystallizes  what  had  become  perhaps 
the  most  difficult  part  of  the  task  force’s 
assignment  —  one  on  which  it  had  agreed 
only  one  day  earlier  to  make  some 
compromises.  For  it  was  precisely  the 
perceived  suggestion  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  should  no  longer  pray,  “Our 
Father,  who  art  in  heaven  ...”  that 
gave  some  persons  the  impression  the 
task  force  was  trying  to  “rewrite  the 
Bible.” 


overstated  the  assignment  for  the  task 
force  which  she  chairs,  the  instructions 
to  it  from  the  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Ministries  bear  her  out.  This 
council  created  the  task  force  with  a 
specific  assignment  from  the  1980 
General  Conference  to: 

“Examine  language  which  may 
demean,  stereotype,  or  oppress  persons 
in  any  way. 

“Inquire  into  the  power  and  meaning 
of  words,  symbols  and  images  used 
among  the  people  of  God. 

“Examine  images  of  God  that  are 
prevalent  in  the  church. 

“Identify  ways  in  which  language 
about  God  leads  to  limiting  relationships 
among  persons ..." 

The  6,000-word  final  section  of  the  task 
force’s  report  is  titled  "Words  that  hurt 
and  words  that  heal:  Language  about 
God  and  people.”  An  introductory 


“We  as  a  group  have 
moved  from  seeing 
inclusive  language  as 
a  political  concern 
...  to  a  basic  faith 
issue  on  how  we 
experience  God  and 
how  we  describe  that 
experience  for  the 
church” 


Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler 


This  raised  a  natural  next  question: 
What  was  the  task  force  not  trying  to  do? 

Perhaps  because  she  has  been  asked 
this  question  more  often  or  in  harsher 
terms,  she  answers  more  quickly  than 
before. 

“From  my  understanding  of  scripture 
and  liturgy,  we  never  attempted  to 
‘rewrite  scripture.’  Even  if  some  task 
force  members  had  tried  it,  many  other 
members  of  the  task  force  would  never 
have  permitted  it.  Translations  take 
years  of  work  by  special  teams  who, 
ideally,  go  back  to  the  original 
languages.  We  never  did  that. 

“We  also  did  not  address  any  language 
other  than  English  or  any  culture  other 
than  the  North  American  culture.  For 
instance,  one  of  our  task  force  members, 
a  Hispanic  woman,  correctly  points  out 
that  our  document  cannot  be  translated 
into  Spanish  because  there  are  no  precise 
equivalents  for  some  of  the  English 
words  we  have  worked  with.  That  work 
will  have  to  await  another  task  force.” 

“Our  task  force  was  radical  in  the  best 
sense  of  that  term.  We  got  at  the  roots  of 
some  things  in  our  system  of  language 
which  need  to  be  changed.” 

Assignment  very  specific 

Lest  anyone  think  that  Ms.  Oehler  has 


section  reveals  how  aware  the  task  force 
was  of  the  power  of  words : 

“How  we  speak  about  each  other  has  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  how  we  speak  and 
think  about  God.  The  language  we  use 
about  God  reflects  and  shapes  how  we 
think  about  God .  .  . 

“We  can  use  words  to  express  God’s 
truth  and  to  show  the  worth  and  value  of 
all  human  beings.  However,  words  can 
also  hurt  very  deeply,  especially  when 
they  imply  that  some  persons  or  groups 
are  worth  less  than  others.  Words  can 
uplift  and  liberate,  but  they  can  also 
demean  and  oppress  in  ways  painful  to 
the  victim  and  degrading  to  the  user .  .  . 

“Only  by  becoming  sensitive  can  we 
find  the  words  that  heal  and  avoid  words 
that  hurt.  We  must  become  more  aware 
of  what  language  does  to  us  as  well  as  for 
us.” 

From  that  point  on  the  task  force 
report  presents  its  own  findings  and 
those  of  scholars,  theologians  and  other 
studies,  including  those  in  other 
denominations.  The  intent  was  to  develop 
principles  and  guidelines  for  interpreting 
United  Methodist  biblical  and  theological 
heritage  of  language  about  God  and 
people  in  an  inclusive  way.  “Inclusive” 
became  the  operative  word. 

One  section  noted,  “In  the  process  of 


absorbing  (the  word)  woman  into  the. 
universal  category  of  (the  word)  man,  . 
women  became  invisible.” 

The  next  section,  covering  changing.: 
language  in  the  church,  notes  that 
language  stereotypes  are  hard  to  break 
and  that  “the  use  of  exclusive  language 
is  one  way  in  which  one  group  maintains 
power  over  another.” 

A  section  on  the  language  of  the  Bible 
and  its  versions  notes,  “Each  version  of 
the  Bible  is  dependent  for  its  meaning  on 
the  language  in  which  it  is  written.  Each 
of  the  translations  now  most  commonly 
used,  no  matter  how  familiar  and 
authoritative  it  seems  to  us,  has  its  own 
problems  and  limitations  .  .  .  Always,  the 
Word  of  God,  as  that  Word  has  been 
made  known  to  the  translators,  is 
expressed  in  the  words  of  human 
beings.” 

Language  about  God  proved  to  be  both 
most  sensitive  and  most  problemmatic 
for  the  task  force. 

The  final  document  goes  back  to  the 
GCOM  in  late  November,  along  with  a 
plan  of  implementation.  From  there  it 
goes  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Painful  awareness  acknowledged 

What  have  these  2 Vfe  years  chairing  the 
task  force  on  language  guidelines  meant 
to  her  personally,  Ms.  Oehler  is  asked. 

“I  have  become  painfully  sensitive  to 
sexist  language,”  she  answers  forcefully 
and  quickly.  “And  not  just  in  church. 
When  President  Reagan  uses  sexist 
language,  I  am  just  as  offended  as  when  I 
hear  it  in  church. 

“I  am  encouraged  that  a  number  of 
persons,  like  my  pastor,  are  making 
inclusive  language  a  priority.  He  sees  to 
it  that  we  sing  other  doxologies  and 
hymns  than  those  with  exclusive 
language.  And  in  his  preaching,  his 
exposition  uses  inclusive  language. 

“I  have  learned  that  we  cannot  take 
the  language  of  the  Bible  and  transfer  it 
literally  into  contemporary  life.  It  comes 
out  of  a  culture  that  could  not  take  into 
account  video  games,  polyester  suits  and 
automobiles.  And  that  makes  it  all  the 
more  astonishing  that  it  still  has 
authoritative  meaning.  I  have  found 
the  Exodus,  for  instance,  to  be  a  most 
powerful  set  of  stories  because  it 
describes  so  vividly  my  own  condition  as 
I  have  served  on  this  task  force.  I  am 
aware  that  I  have  been  wandering  in 
search  of  truth  about  language,  but  I 
know  that  I  as  an  individual  and  we  as  a 
task  force  were  led  by  God,  and  I  am 
certain  that  God  is  in  charge.” 

Ms.  Oehler  is  aware  that  she  has  been 
looked  to  as  something  of  a  language 
expert  by  virtue  of  her  chairing  this  task 
force.  But  she  smiles  tiredly  as  she  says 
that  the  only  college  degree  she  has  is  a 
bachelor  of  arts  from  UM-related  North 
Central  College  in  Naperville,  Ill,  with  a 
major  in  both  English  and  French. 

She  admits  to  being  fascinated  and 
"moved”  by  language  and  its  beauty. 
But  she  denies  possessing  any  special 
authority.  Which  is  ironic,  given  the 
number  of  letters  to  or  about  her  within 
recent  months  wanting  to  know,  “By 
whose  authority  does  Carolyn  Henninger 
Oehler  think  she  can .  .  .  ?" 


Benefit  for  church-at-large  hoped 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ROSEMONT,  Ill.  —  In  its  final  meeting 
here  May  6-7  the  UM  Task  Force  on 
Language  guidelines  talked  about  ways 
the  church  at  large  can  benefit  from  its 
work. 

These  are  among  recommendations: 

•  If  a  committee  is  named,  as  some 
persons  feel  it  should  be,  to  revise  the 
1966  “Book  of  Hymns,”  that  committee 
use  the  inclusive  language  guidelines  as 
a  guide. 

•  Church  leaders,  including  district 
superintendents,  bishops,  conference 
council  directors,  and  agency  execu¬ 
tives,  use  inclusive  language  in  their  ser¬ 
mons,  correspondence,  publications, 
lectures  and  addresses. 

•  Editors  of  parish,  district  and 
conference  news  publications  use 
inclusive  language  in  their  publications. 

•  Each  general  church  agency  assign 
staff  persons  to  sensitize  agency  staff 
and  directors  to  inclusive  language 
issues  and  serve  as  resource  persons  to 
lead  training  sessions,  as  appropriate. 

•  Pastors  and  other  worship  leaders 
exhibit  sensitivity  to  inclusive  language 
issues  and  use  the  broadest  language 
possible. 

•  Conference  councils  on  ministries 
and  cabinets  hold  workshops  to  sensitize 
lay  and  clergy  on  language  issues. 

•  Administrative  staff  and  faculty  of 
UM-related  educational  institutions  find 

Asian  hymns  offered 
in  latest  collection 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  “Hymns 
from  the  Four  Winds,”  a  collection  of  125 
Asian  American  hymns,  has  been 
released  here  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Included  are  hymns  from  Chinese, 
Filipino,  Japanese,  Korean  and 
Taiwanese  traditions.  Sixty-one  percent 
of  the  texts  are  newly  written  or 
translated  and  more  than  45  percent  of 
the  music  is  newly  composed,  adapted  or 
arranged. 

The  project,  launched  in  1979,  was 
sponsored  by  the  Section  on  Worship  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship. 


appropriate  places  in  curriculums  to 
stress  issues  of  inclusive  language. 

•  United  Methodist  Women  and  United 
Methodist  Men  in  local  churches  offer 
sessions  on  inclusive  language  issues  in 
their  regular  educational  programs. 

•  Lay  speaker  training  materials 
include  language  sensitivity  sessions. 

•  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  find 
ways  to  raise  inclusive  language  issues 
in  ecumenical  forums,  including  forums 
dealing  with  ancient  creeds  and 
documents. 

The  Task  Force  on  Language 
Guidelines  also  considered  ways  to  get 
inclusive  language  studies  into  the  de¬ 
nominational  educational  system.  The 
beginning  assumption  was  that  this  should 
be  the  subject  of  a  church-wide  study. 

To  abet  that  study,  the  task  force 


recommends  local  church  study  groups 
outside  the  church  school,  elective  units 
in  church  school  curriculums,  and  such 
special  groups  as  pastors’  schools  and 
conference  board  and  agency  meetings. 
As  one  task  force  member  put  it,  “There 
are  not  many  settings  in  the  church  in 
which  a  study  on  this  subject  is  not 
appropriate.” 

The  task  force  also  talked  about  a 
combination  study  booklet  and  audio 
visual  kit  to  be  priced  at  a  maximum  of 
$15  and  to  be  distributed  through 
Cokesbury.  The  task  force  recommended 
1985-86  as  the  best  year  for  a  church-wide 
study  on  inclusive  language  issues  and 
recommended  that  this  same  task  force 
or  another  one  be  named  to  monitor  the 
study  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Disc  jockey  raps  pop 
music’s  sexual  content 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (RNS)  -  “The 
record  industry  is  stealing  the  morality 
of  America’s  youth  every  day,”  says 
local  radio  personality  Jeff  Steele.  And 
he’s  trying  to  do  something  about  it. 

Mr.  Steele,  an  ordained  Baptist 
minister,  has  been  a  disc  jockey  at  gospel 
radio  station  WJXN-AM  here  for  more 
than  four  years.  His  critical  comments 
about  secular  pop  music  are  heard  on  his 
hour-long  talk  show,  “Viewpoint  with 
Brother  Jeff,”  heard  Saturdays  at  10 
a.m. 

But  Mr.  Steele  is  now  broadening  his 
outreach  through  a  quarterly  newsletter 
called  “Top  40  Report.”  It  is  directed  at 
Christian  parents  and  young  people  and 
aims  to  warn  them  about  the  sexual 
content  of  many  pop  songs. 

Other  ministers  have  denounced  the 
occult  and  Satanic  themes  of  such  rock 
groups  as  Kiss.  But  Mr.  Steele  says  he 
believes  “more  Christian  young  people 
are  affected  by  the  ‘top  40'  than  all  the 
Satanic  rock  groups  put  together.  The 
messages  in  these  songs  are  just  as 


damaging.” 

As  examples,  Mr.  Steele  cites  Michael 
Jackson’s  song  “Billie  Jean,”  which  is 
about  a  girl  who  says,  “This  child  I  have 
was  fathered  by  you,”  and  “One  on 
One,”  by  Hall  and  Oates,  in  which  the 
duo  sings,  “I  want  to  play  with  you,  girl, 
one  on  one.” 

“I  don’t  think  they’re  talking  about 
basketball,”  Mr.  Steele  says. 

He  notes  that  “the  message  in  many  of 
today’s  songs  is  diametrically  opposite 
the  teachings  of  Scripture,”  and  asserts 
that  “Christian  young  people  cannot 
hope  to  change  their  world  —  their 
schools,  their  peer  groups  —  while 
listening  to  and  singing  lyrics  that 
contradict  what  they  say  they  stand  for .  ” 

While  calling  for  protests  against  sexy 
songs,  Mr.  Steele  does  not  advocate 
record  burning.  He  cautions  that  “some 
people  will  throw  a  rock  ’n’  roll  record  on 
a  fire  and  think  the  problem  is  solved.” 
In  addition,  he  says,  some  records  may 
give  off  toxic  fumes  when  burned  that 
could  be  harmful  to  people’s  health. 
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U.N.  hits  Third  World  prostitution 


Vancouver  this  summer  on  efforts  aimed 
against  “sex  tourism”  being  promoted  in 
some  developing  countries. 

While  a  U.N.  convention  against 
prostitution  was  adopted  in  1949,  the 
problem  of  sexual  commerce  of  women, 
men  and  even  young  children  is  growing, 
“A  significant  problem  is  that  the 
(prostitute)  is  becoming  younger  in  so 
many  countries,”  Mr.  Fernand-Laurent 
said.  His  report  showed  child 
pornography  had  a  turnover  of  $500 
million  a  year  in  the  United  States. 

The  U.N.  in  a  recent  report  declared 
that  “many  violations  of  human  rights 
are  committed  through  a  lust  for  power, 
for  revenge  or  through  ideological 
passion.  Those  categorized  as  a  traffic  in 
persons,  even  more  odious,  are  moti¬ 
vated  solely  by  the  desire  for  profit.  They 
attack  the  most  fragile  persons  when 
they  are  in  the  most  vulnerable  situa¬ 
tions:  poverty,  loneliness,  depression.” 


U.S.  naval  base  brings 
old  woes  to  tiny  village 


By  Esther  Epp-Tiessen 
Special  to  Religious  News  Service 

OLONGAPO,  Philippines  (RNS)  — 
Now  the  site  of  a  large  U.S.  naval  base, 
this  former  fishing  village  has  become  a 
fast-moving  city  of  220,000  people  known 
for  its  prostitutes,  bars,  nightclubs,  disco 
houses  and  massage  parlors. 

Olongapo  owes  its  population  boom  to 
the  nearby  U.S.  Naval  Base  at  Subic  Bay, 
one  of  two  huge  military  installations  the 
United  States  maintains  in  the 
Philippines.  In  1945,  Olongapo  was  a 
quiet  village  of  2,000  people. 

When  an  aircraft  carrier  is  in  port, 
some  5,000  to  10,000  sailors  hit  the  streets 
here  in  search  of  “R  and  R”  (rest  and 
recreation)  at  some  300  entertainment 
spots  where  an  estimated  15,000 
prostitutes  work.  Most  of  the  women 
come  from  the  poorest  provinces  in  the 
Philippines,  and  many  tell  of  being  lured 
to  the  city  by  recruiters  promising  jobs 
as  waitresses  and  housekeepers. 

But  when  the  women  arrive,  they 
discover  they  were  recruited  to  work  as 
bar  hostesses  or  dancers  and  that  selling 
their  bodies  to  the  American  clients  is 
part  of  the  job.  The  women  at  that  point 
have  few  options  left  because  they  owe 
transportation  debts  to  the  recruiters, 
and  families  back  home  need  their 
financial  support. 

The  women  are  mostly  in  their  late 
teens  or  early  20s.  A  local  priest  recently 


uncovered  a  prostitution  ring  run  by  an 
American  serviceman  involving  12  girls, 
aged  nine  to  14.  The  story  broke  when  the 
girls  sought  treatment  for  advanced 
cases  of  venereal  disease. 

The  sex  industry  has  created  an 
overall  demoralizing  effect  on  the 
community.  Venereal  disease  is 
widespread.  Self-inflicted  abortions  are 
common.  Drug  addiction  Is  extremely 
high.  A  recent  study  found  that  more 
than  70  percent  of  male  students  in  a  city 
high  school  suffer  from  drug 
dependency.  An  Irish  priest  who  works  in 
a  program  seeking  to  rehabilitate  drug 
addicts  attributed  this  to  a  lack  of  self¬ 
esteem  and  wholesome  male  role 
models. 

Other  church-based  programs  address 
these  problems,  but  the  real  cure,  say 
many  Filipinos,  is  to  dismantle  Subic  and 
other  American  military  installations 
entirely.  As  one  high-ranking  U.S. 
official  admitted,  the  Olongapo  sex 
industry  is  basically  a  matter  of  supply 
and  demand. 

The  U.S.  bases  currently  bring  the 
government  of  President  Ferdinand 
Marcos  some  $60  million  a  year  in  rental 
income.  A  new  five-year  lease 
agreement  for  the  military  facilities  is 
being  negotiated  this  year. 

Esther  Epp-Tiessen  is  a  Canadian-born 
field  worker  of  the  Akron,  Pa. -based 
Mennonite  Central  Committee. 


UNITED  NATIONS  (RNS)  -  The 
author  of  a  new  United  Nations  survey  of 
child  and  female  prostitution  called  here 
for  churches  to  join  in  a  broad  effort  to 
halt  this  “modern  form  of  slavery”  that 
he  said  is  spreading  quickly  in  the  Third 
World.  "Just  as  the  slave  trade  of  the 
19th  century  was  stopped  in  spite  of  the 
huge  economic  interests,  the  U.N.  should 
likewise  aim  to  eradicate  prostitution, 
this  new  slavery  in  our  century,” 
declared  former  French  Ambassador 
Jean  Ferdinand-Laurent,  the  U.N.’s 
special  rapporteur  on  the  “suppression 
of  the  traffic  in  persons  and  the 
exploitation  of  the  prostitution  of 
others.”  He  exnressed  soecial  concern 


Advertising  proves  deceptive 


OLONGAPO,  Philippines  —  A  typical  notice  on  the  streets  here  recruits 
women  to  work  in  one  of  the  estimated  300  “entertainment”  establishments 
in  the  town.  The  author  of  a  new  study  of  child  and  female  prostitution  has 
called  for  the  churches  to  join  the  campaign  to  halt  this  “modern  form  of 
slavery”  which  is  spreading  rapidly  in  the  Third  World. 
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Church  effort  said  needed 
to  fight  ‘modern  slavery ’ 


for  the  growing  incidence  of  child 
prostitution. 

Mr.  Ferdinand-Laurent  appealed  to 
local,  national  and  international  bodies 
to  help  halt  prostitution,  stressing  the 
need  for  much  closer  inter-governmental 
cooperation.  His  report,  the  first 
worldwide  survey  of  the  problem  in 
nearly  a  quarter  century,  will  be  taken 
up  in  June  by  the  U.N.  Economic  and 


Social  Council  (ECOSOC). 

Although  churches  have  in  the  past 
helped  to  combat  prostitution,  the  help 
often  concentrates  on  treating  cases 
after  the  fact,  rather  than  promoting 
education  to  prevent  it,  the  U.N.  aide 
said  in  a  briefing  here.  He  mentioned  the 
work  here  of  Covenant  House  near  Times 
Square  with  child  prostitutes,  and  that  of 
some  Catholic  nuns  in  the  Philippines. 
There  are  too  few  similar  efforts  in 
developing  nations,  he  added. 

He  said  he  will  try  to  coordinate 
actions  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  various  Protestant  denominations. 
One  example  of  church  cooperation  will 
come,  he  said,  when  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  reports  at  its  meeting  in 


Book  review 

World  traveler  tells  of  five  lovely  people 


‘‘Ten  Hands  for  God,”  by  J.  Harry 
Haines,  Upper  Room  Press, 
Nashville,  1982,  paperback,  79 
pages,  $3.50. 

By  JAMES  McCHESNEY 

Dr.  Haines,  chief  executive  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and 
relief  ambassador  for  United  Methodism 
world-wide,  gives  the  church  this  gift  of 
the  stories  of  five  of  the  lovely  people  he 
has  come  to  know  in  his  world  travels. 

1.  Dr.  Antone  Tarazi,  neurosurgeon  at 
Makassed  Hospital  near  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  is  an  Arab  Christian,  who  trained 
at  Beirut,  Duke,  and  McGill  and  returned 
to  help  his  people  on  the  West  Bank.  Dr. 
Tarazi  believes  that  God  has  a  definite 
purpose  for  his  life  and  healing  work. 

Dr.  Tarazi  has  himself  fought  cancer, 
and  he  and  his  wife  believe  "we  have 
been  given  great  talents,  not  for  privilege 
and  for  personal  aggrandizement,  but  for 
responsibility  to  stay  with  .  .  .  people  and 
to  struggle  to  give  them  the  dignity  that 
is  rightfully  theirs.” 

2.  Toshihiro  "Tom”  Takami,  grew  up 
in  poorest  conditions  in  China  and  Japan 
to  become  the  focus  of  an  international 


network  of  rural  training  centers  that 
“bring  men  and  women  from 
surrounding  nations  to  discuss  their 
problems,  to  work  together  in  the  fields, 
and  to  go  back  to  their  own  homes  with 
new  determination  to  close  the  gap 
between  the  world  of  the  haves  and  the 
world  of  the  have  nots.” 

Tom  Takami  went  to  Kobe  University, 
Doane  College,  and  seminary  at  Yale.  He 
came  from  Zen  Buddhism  into  Christian 
service  ministries.  “It  was  God  who 
found  and  caught  me  to  use  for  the  best 
purpose.  Why  I  became  a  Christian  is 
very  plain  .  .  .  God  found  and  caught 
me.” 

3.  Esther  Park  born  in  Korea,  grew  up 
in  Hawaii,  took  her  skills  in  YWCA  work 
with  two  helpers  back  to  Korea  when  she 
was  47,  working  through  Ewha 
University.  “We  need  to  reclaim  our 
young  women,  to  restore  them  to  the 
abundant  life  God  intended  them  to 
have.” 

Today  the  various  projects  and 
programs  serve  over  300,000  women 
annually  in  Korea.  “When  I  wake  up  in 
the  morning,  I  say  to  myself,  ‘This  is  the 


day  God  has  made  for  me  to  enjoy.  I  am 
going  to  make  the  day  really  count.'  ” 

4.  Frank  Field  of  England  is  called  by 
Dr.  Haines,  "The  Lord’s  troubleshooter” 
who  has  been  ‘out  there’  helping  God. 
Mr.  Field  grew  up  in  the  poorest  slums  of 
London,  became  a  social  worker  and 
boys’  advocate,  was  sent  to  Burma 
during  World  War  II  as  a  social  worker 
and  counselor.  He  was  serving  in  India 

“We  are  all  called 
to  be  part  of  God’s 
answer.” 

then  occupied  Japan,  then  the 
resettlement  camps  of  southeast  Asia. 

He  calls  himself  a  “catalyst”  for  God, 
as  he  helped  the  poor  farmers  of 
Malaysia  get  land  for  themselves.  He 
helps  people  build  their  own  clinics, 
schools,  water  systems,  camps, 
whatever.  He  went  to  Australia,  then  to 
Calcutta  to  relocated  10,000  to  build  their 
own  new  city  eighty  miles  away,  and 


then  to  Ethiopia,  and  on  to  Hong  Kong  to 
help  fishermen  and  their  families  build 
five  new  villages,  now  on  to  the  Fiji 
Islands  resettlement  work. 

5.  Alain  Rocourt,  son  of  a  shoemaker  in 
poorest  Haiti,  was  almost  executed  by  a 
firing  squad  one  day.  “The  Lord  saved 
me  for  a  great  responsibility.  We  are  all 
called  to  be  part  of  God’s  answer.”  He 
went  to  school  in  Jamaica  and  then  to 
London  and  was  ordained  a  Methodist 
pastor.  Now  back  in  Haiti  helping  poor 
rural  people  build  chapels,  clinics,  and 
networks  of  relief  with  the  help  of 
UMCOR  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  his  ministry  alleviates  truly 
abject  poverty  and  reveals  the  love  of 
God  in  action. 

Dr.  Haines  concludes  that  all  five  of 
these  contemporary  Christians  have  the 
same  commitment  to  healing,  uplifting, 
comforting,  teaching,  persuading,  and 
moving  people.  Thank  you,  Dr.  Haines 
for  giving  all  of  us  the  privilege  of  being 
introduced  to  five  of  your  friends. 

Mr.  McChesney  is  pastor  of  Salem 
United  Methodist  Church,  Inver  Grove 
Heights.  Minn. 


History  of  Hymns 

Fleeing  pastor  writes  hymn 


Bible  puzzle 

By  MURIEL  LARSON 
Do  you  know  in  which  chapters  in 
the  Bible  well-known  teachings  are 
found?  See  if  you  can  match  the 
following  with  their  references. 


1.  Ten  Commandments 

2.  Sermon  on  the  Mount 

3.  The  “love”  chapter 

4.  The  birth  of  Christ 

5.  The  Fall  of  man 

6.  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd 

7.  The  Flood 

8.  Resurrection  of  believers 

9.  Whole  armor  of  God 
10.  The  "faith”  chapter 


a.  Genesis  I 

b.  Psalm  23 

c.  I  Corinthians  15 

d.  Exodus  20 

e.  Luke  I 

f.  Hebrews  II 

g.  Matthew  5-7 

h.  Ephesians  6 

i.  I  Corinthians  13 

j.  Genesis  7 


J-0T  iq-6  !3-8 
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By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

All  people  that  on  earth  do  dwell, 

Sing  to  the  Lord  with  cheerful 
voice; 

Him  serve  with  fear,  his  praise 
forth  tell; 

Come  ye  before  him  and  rejoice. 

These  four  lines  are  poetic  expressions 
of  the  first  two  verses  of  the  Old 
Testament’s  Psalm  100.  The  prose  has 
been  transformed  into  stanzas  of  four 
poetic  lines  of  equal  length,  with 
alternate  lines  rhyming.  The  content  of 
the  psalm  is  intact  —  nothing  deleted  and 
nothing  added. 

In  the  16th  century,  John  Calvin  would 
allow  only  Scripture  to  be  sung  in  his 
church  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  and  he 
urged  those  with  poetic  gifts  to  convert 
the  Hebrew  psalms  of  the  Old  Testament 
into  French  poetic  verse. 

Calvin’s  chief  musician  was  Louis 
Bourgeois,  music  director  at  St.  Peter’s 
Church  in  Geneva  from  1545  until  1557. 
For  the  new  French  psalm  versions  he 
composed  and  adapted  tunes  and  edited 
the  music  for  Calvin’s  psalters  published 
in  Geneva. 

Mr.  Bourgeois’  most  enduring  tune  is 
the  one  we  use  in  singing  the  "Doxology” 
(Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 


flow).  The  tune  is  called  “Old 
Hundredth”  from  its  association  with 
Psalm  100. 

Because  of  Queen  Mary’s  persecution 
of  Protestants  in  England,  many 
Protestants  fled  to  the  Continent  and 
some  settled  in  Geneva.  William  Kethe 
was  among  this  group  and  the  French 
psalms  he  heard  there  motivated  him  to 
try  his  hand  at  making  English  poetic 
versions  of  the  psalms. 

His  version  of  Psalm  100  has  been  sung 
for  more  than  400  years.  Shakespeare 
mentions  it  in  “Merry  Wives  of 
Windsor,”  where  he  says  of  two  persons, 
“They  do  no  more  adhere  and  keep  peace 


VATICAN  CITY  (EP)  -  Vatican 
Radio  recently  quoted  from  a  scientific 
report  predicting  World  War  III  will 
begin  on  June  15,  1985,  and  leave  the 
Earth  overrun  with  mice. 

The  report  was  prepared  by  European 
and  American  scientists  for  the 
Stockholm  Academy  of  Sciences, 
according  to  the  church  radio. 

“In  less  than  24  hours  (after  the 


together  than  the  Hundredth  Psalm  to 
the  tune  of  Greensleeves.”  In  other 
words,  the  poetic  version  of  Psalm  100 
will  not  fit  the  tune  Greensleeves ! 

Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow,  in  “The 
Courtship  of  Miles  Standish,”  refers  to 
Kethe’s  psalm  version  as  “that  grand  old 
Puritan  anthem.”  At  the  coronation  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  II,  June  2, 1953,  this  was 
the  first  congregational  hymn. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN : 

“Abide  With  Me" 

Dr.  Reynolds  is  a  professor  of  church 
music  at  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 


breakout  of  the  war),”  Vatican  Radio 
quoted,  “atomic  bombs  .  .  .  would  cause 
the  deaths  of  750,000  people  and  the 
serious  wounding  of  another  550  million.  ” 
The  radio  continued,  “Only  the  rodents, 
especially  mice,  according  to  the  study, 
would  be  able  to  resist  the  radiation  and 
would  multiply  at  an  indescribable 
rhythm,  dominating  a  world  that  had 
become  almost  a  desert.” 


‘Mice  takeover’  predicted 


A  church  to  be  shared 


I  CORINTHIANS  14:28—  “But  if  there  is  no  interpreter,  let  him  keep 
silence  in  the  church :  and  let  him  speak  to  himself  and  to  God.”  (On  an 
early  Sunday  morning  in  summer,  a  rural  church  near  Corea,  Maine, 
awaits  another  day  of  worship,  when  year-round  parishioners  will 
share  their  sanctuary  with  summer  people.)  REUCi0us  news  service  photo 


Dear  Deborah 

Beware  child  molesters 


Dear  Deborah : 

I  have  had  a  very  happy  life.  Our 
family  has  grown  up  on  a  farm  under 
ideal  conditions  —  loving  parents,  active 
in  church  and  worthwhile  community 
activities.  We  taught  our  children  good 
values,  and  they  have  always  excelled  in 
school.  Now  they  are  married  and  have 
their  own  families.  That  sounds  like  a 
story  with  a  happy  ending. 

But  about  a  year  ago,  our  girls 
arranged  for  us  to  meet  them  “to  discuss 
a  problem  that  has  been  bothering  us  for 
some  time.”  Only  then  did  I  learn  that 
both  girls  had  been  sexually  molested  by 
their  father  since  they  were  too  young  to 
remember  when  it  started.  The  reason 
that  I  finally  was  told  was  that  our 
granddaughter  had  explained  why  she 
did  not  want  to  come  to  visit  us.  She  had 
kept  quiet  for  two  years  before  she  told 
her  mother  that  she  did  not  like  the  way 
that  her  grandfather  touched  her. 

I  trusted  my  husband.  Even  now  I  can 
think  of  very  few  things  that  would  have 
warned  me  that  they  were  being 
molested.  Neither  daughter  told  the 
other  one  what  he  had  been  doing  to  her. 
He  was  very  sly. 

I  have  read  almost  all  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  publications  since  I  was  about  14- 
years-old.  I  have  taught  school  for  most 
of  the  years  between  1930  and  1973.  But 
the  only  warning  I  have  remembered  for 
teaching  safety  from  molestation  is  to 
avoid  “the  dangerous  stranger.” 
Someone  who  might  offer  a  child  candy 
or  a  ride  in  a  car  which  for  some 
unknown  (to  the  child)  reason  could  have 
dire  consequences.  Now  I  find  that  90% 
(about)  of  the  time,  a  molested  child  is  in 
danger  from  a  father,  grandfather  or 
other  relative  or  person  well  known  to 
her  (or,  less  frequently,  him).  Why 
weren’t  we  told  by  our  schools  or  our 
United  Methodist  church? 

Most  of  the  help  we  have  received  since 
then  has  been  from  a  Catholic  church 
whose  lay  people  are  concerned  because 
so  many  children  in  the  area  were 
sexually  abused,  and  Lutheran  Social 
Services,  which  had  excellent  counseling 
services  for  the  offenders  and  their 
families. 

When  I  found  out  what  my  husband  had 
been  doing,  I  felt  like  everything  that  I 
had  spent  my  life  doing,  working  hard,  to 
make  a  safe,  loving  home  for  our  family 
had  been  cancelled.  I  wondered  how  I 
could  have  felt  that  God  was  caring  for 
us,  and  we  are  still  struggling  to  get  our 
family  to  feel  like  communicating  again 
with  happy  letters,  visits,  and  plans  for 
fun  like  they  did  until  the  pretense  ended. 

Molesters  usually  have  molested 
before.  This  was  true  of  him.  Also,  he  had 
been  molested  by  an  older  sister  when  he 
was  very  young.  But  when  an  adult 
molests  a  child,  the  adult  is  always  to 
blame  because  he/she  has  a 
responsibility  as  an  adult  to  see  to  it  that 
the  child  is  safe.  When  he/she  molests, 
he/she  chooses  to  do  it. 

I ’tried  to  see  to  it  that  our  children 
were  safe  by  knowing  where  they  were 
and  who  they  were  with.  No  one  can 
always  be  with  a  child.  Now  I  realize  that 
they  should  both  have  been  taught  to 
recognize  the  kinds  of  touches  given  by 
others.  They  needed  to  know  that  they 
had  the  right  to  say  “No”  to 
uncomfortable  or  unpleasant  touches. 
And  the  difference  between  secrets  and 
surprises  needs  to  be  taught  in  every 
family. 

The  reason  that  one  out  of  four  girls 
and  one  out  of  seven  or  ten  boys  is 
molested  before  the  age  of  fourteen  — 
and  nobody  seems  to  know  or  care  —  is 


that  it  is  so  secret.  The  offender  doesn’t, 
tell.  The  victim  is  so  ashamed  that  it  is 
harder  all  the  time  to  admit  that  he/she. 
is  a  victim.  When  it  finally  has  to  be  told, . 
the  usual  first  words  are,  “He/she  told 
me  not  to  tell.”  At  last,  some  schools 
teach  pre-schoolers  how  to  say  “No,’1 
along  with  traffic  safety  and  the  dangers 
of  fire  and  water. 

I  hope  that  our  church  will  actively 
work  at  helping  mothers  especially  be 
aware  and  how  to  make  homes  safer.  It 
could  be  more  important  to  the  future  of 
the  world  than  arguing  about  nuclear 
war.  It  isn’t  the  weapons  that  cause 
wars.  It  is  the  way  people  learn  to  relate 
to  each  other.  Let’s  have  safety  and  love, 
in  homes. 

I  prefer  to  have  my  letter  unsigned  .  .  . 
Dear  Mother : 

Thank  you  for  sharing  this 
traumatic  experience  with  me.  I 
have  printed  your  entire  letter 
hoping  that  it  will  encourage 
mothers  and  fathers  in  our  churches 
to  have  open  discussion  of  the 
problem  and  the  related  problems  of 
child  abuse  and  neglect.  Our  Lord 
charged  us  as  Christians  with  the 
loving  care  of  all  little  ones  —  if  we 
disobey  this  charge  He  said  we 
would  be  better  off  dead!  In  other 
words,  TOTAL  CARE. 

The  problem  of  child  molestation 
requires  very  special  care.  We  want 
children  to  trust  adults  —  and  yet  to 
know  there  are  times  when  adults 
cannot  be  trusted.  We  are  asking  a 
child  to  make  difficult,  split-second 
decisions  before  he/she  understands 
the  problem.  Part  of  the  answer  is 
for  responsible  adults  to  always  be 
alert  in  matters  of  child  care  and  to 
listen  carefully  to  what  children  are" 
trying  to  tell  thorn. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  ta 
Deborah  for  comments  on  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah,”  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 

Poem  of  the  week 

The  promise 

BY  MARJORIE  VE  DAWSON 
Oh  fearful  heart  look  up  — 

Remember  former  days 
When  you  were  sorely  tried 
And  God  so  blessed  your  way. 

Look  up,  and  do  not  doubt 
That  He  will  bless  anew ; 

And  the  good  you’ve  always  known 
Will  not  be  withheld  from  you. 

Know  that  He  has  reserved  joy  for 
tomorrow ; 

That  it  was  not  exhausted  today. 

Pathway 

By  L.  J.  STOUT 

Feeling  is  the  beginning, 

Groping  in  half-truths, 

Based  on  visions  of  hope, 

Illusions  of  fear. 

Knowledge  is  the  middle, 

Better,  but  not  perfect. 

Based  on  fragile  facts, 

Fallible  logic. 

Faith  is  the  finish  line, 

Finally  unshakeable, 

Based  on  a  rock : 

The  certainty  of  God. 
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Northeast  Louisiana  University 


Wesley  Foundation  has  been  charged  with  the  responsibility  to  offer  the  Gospel 
to  the  University  Community  at  Northeast  Louisiana  University.  We  do  this  through 
Worship,  Study,  Service,  Fellowship  and  Personnel.  This  page  will  tell  a  part  of  our 
story. 


WtSLEY  FCXJNCWTION 
112  Delano  Drive 
Monroe.  La.  71203 
343-2944 


On  Going  Program  Events 


Sunday 

Worship 

11:00  A.M. 
7:00  P.M. 

Monday 

Scripture 

Study 

A.A. 

7:00  PJvt. 
8:00  PJM. 

Wednesday 

Issue  Centered 

Luncheon  1 2:00  Noon 

A.A.  8:00  P.M. 

Al-Anon  8:00  P.M. 

Thursday 

Theology 

Discussion 

Group 

6:00  P.M. 

Friday 

A.  A. 

8:00  P.M. 

We  also  offer  short  term  studies  , 
conduct  Holy  Matrimony,  25-  per 
year,  serve  Holy  Communion  each 
month,  special  Lenten  Services 


Rev.  dames  E.  (dim)  Wilson 


Rev.  dim  Wilson  has  been  our 
minister  since  1969.  His  work 
is  much  appreciated  by  the 
United  Methodists  of  the  Monroe 
Area  and  by  the  Students, 
Faculty,  Administration  and 
staff  of  the  University.  He  gives 
sermons,  leads  worship,  conducts 
studies,  counsels  and  directs  the 
program. 


Rev.  Betty  McGehee 


The  North  East  United  Campus 
Ministries  has  their  office  in 
the  Wesley  Building.  Rev.  Betty 
McGehee,  a  Presbyterian  Minister, 
is  the  minister.  NEUCM  and  Wesley 
are  closely  bound  together  in 
ministry  to  the  campus. 


We  thank  you  for  your  strong  support. 

We  have  felt  your  prayers,  we  spend  your  money 

and  we  offer  our  service  to  the  conference.  Wesley  at  N.L.U. 

has  produced  or 

We  need  one  more  major  item  from  you.  is  producing  32 

We  need  the  names  of  your  students  planning  Ordained  Clergy, 

to  attend  N.L.U.  and  we  need  these  by  July  I. 

Please  send  these  to  us.  (Other  Campus 
Ministries  need  this  information  for  their  schools). 


Jim  Denton 
President 


My  name  is  Jim  Denton  and  I  am  running  for  President  of  the  Wesley  Foundation. 

I  am  a  native  of  Sauk  Village,  111.  and  historically  a  Methodist.  I  was  a  member  of  a 
Methodist  Church  in  a  town  near  Sauk  Village.  Due  to  the  distance  to  that  Methodist 
Church  and  the  lack  of  one  in  my  hometown  my  family  joined  the  United  .Church  of 


Christ. 


I  transferred  to  Northeast  two  years  ago  and  have  been  very  involved  in  our 
own  Wesley  since  then.  I  am  a  house  manager  and  serve  on  the  student  council  and 
the  Board  of  Directors. 


As  president  of  Wesley  I  would  like  to  build  our  community.  I  have  some  ideas 
for  programming  which  may  enhance  our  sense  of  Christian  community,  think  that 
the  best  approach  would  be  to  work  outside  of  official  activities  and  to  bring  Chri 
in  front  of  every  relationship  that  I  have  within  Wesley.  I  take  Christ  s 
His  prayer  in  the  17th  Chapter  of  John  very  seriously.  They  are  ...  that  they  may 
be  one  even  as  we  are  one,  .  .  ." 


Wesley  is  charged  with  ministry  to  Presbyterians  and  Disciples  of  Christ  as  well 
as  to  United  Methodists.  Since  we  are  an  open  and  inclusive  community  we  gladly 
accept  all  who  come.  1  would  like  to  make  Wesley,  that  is  us,  available  and  open  to 
actively  go  to  people  on  our  campus.  A  Christian  community  cannot  sit  back  in  a 
wooded  corner  by  the  bayou  with  open  doors  and  expect  all  of  those  whose  needs 
we  can  meet  to  just  drop  in.  I  wish  to  seek  ways  in  which  we  can  extend  our 
community  into  other  communities  on  campus  so  that  we  may  be  present  to  those  who 

need  us. 

It  is  not  enough  that  we  are  Christians  as  individuals  who  gather  together  at 
some  programmed8  event  at  some  time.  We  must  be  Christ  as  a  group  at  all  times, 
even  when  we  are  not  together. 

In  Christ's  name  I  offer  you  peace, 


Mary  Lowe 
Secretary 

My  name  is  Mary  Lowe  and  I  am  a  second  semester  Freshman.  My  major  is 
Occupational  Therapy.  My  previous  Christian  leadership  responsibilities  were: 

President  of  my  High  School  Christian  Youth  Fellowship  for  two  years; 
Representative  of  the  Methodist  Youth  of  the  Benoit,  (Miss.)  Union  Church. 
I  have  also  been  active  in  Girl  Scouting  for  the  past  10  years. 


As  secretary  of  Wesley  Foundation,  I  will  do  my  best  to  fulfill  the  responsibilities 
that  the  job  calls  for.  Along  with  the  well-known  responsibilities  of  Secretary  I  plan  on 
doing  that  which  is  in  my  power  to  promote  the  Christian  love  that  God  has  ordered  us 
to  promote.  Many  various  other  responsibilities  follow  through  this  commandment  of 
love.  Some  of  these  are  the  promotion  of  individual  growth  through  education,  the 
promotion  of  community  through  fellowship,  and  the  promotion  of  service  to  ail.  I  see 
many  opportunities  for  the  Wesley  community  to  grow  together  and  to  reach  out  with 
a  loving  heart  that  the  Lord  has  provided  us  with.  As  secretary,  I  will  do  my  best  to 
fulfill  my  Christian  duties  of  service. 


Marcia  Shannon 


Vice-President 


My  name  is  Marcia  Shannon.  Presently,  I  am  a  student  at  NLU  studying  sociology. 
f  home  is  in  Baton  Rouge,  where  I  attended  LSU  for  two  and  a  half  years.  I  have  been 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  nine  years.  Within  the  past  two  years  I  have 
.rticipated  in  some  functions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  My  participation  in  the 
liting  Campus  Ministry  (Meth.,  Pres,  student  center)  at  LSU  through  my  college  years 
1S  encouraged  me  to  take  pride  in  the  role  of  Wesley  Centers  on  college  campuses  and 
participate  in  any  way  possible  to  ensure  their  success.  My  future  goals  in  life  in- 
i _  nttP»nHina  <;pminnrv.  and  working  as  a  minister  overseas. 


Experience:  Community  co-ordinator  for  Student  Coalition  for  Community  Health— 
liversity  of  Alabama,  vice  president  of  Service  at  TUCM  (LSU)  Sophmore  and  Junior 
■mester,  director  of  Clown  Ministry,  freshman,  sophmore,  and  )umor  semester,  Co 
dinator  of  SERRVE  Self-Help  Handicraft  sale  for  three  years,  Member  at  Large  (TUCM) 

I  I  •  _  _  C' nrifaronro 


f.rni  in  l  parlf 


Intentions:  Encourage  community  relations  with  all  students  who  attend  the  Center, 
Assist- President  and  Community  in  any  pro)ects  or  functions  of  the  Center,  spend  some 
extra  time  at  the  Center  to  listen  and  discuss  ideas  and  suggestions  for  the  Center, 
encourage  and  help  develop  modern,  imaginative  deputation  services.  Example-Drama, 
Songs,  Modern  Litergy,  Clowning,  and  Mime.,  encourage  Ecumenical  and  International 
participation  in  the  Center,  encourage  student  participation  in  all  phases  and  functions 
of  the  Center. 


Julie  Dahlquist 
Treasurer 

I  am  a  sophomore  economics  major  from  Sulphur,  La. 

Holding  the  office  of  treasurer  is  something  I  would  really  enjoy  doing.  I  feel 
that  I  would  be  able  to  serve  the  students  of  Wesley  Foundation  since  I  have  been 
attending  Wesley  for  two  years.  I  have  developed  leadership  qualities  through 
activities0  such  as  attending  the  Future  Business  Leaders’  Summer  Leadership  Camp 
and  National  Leadership  Conference  and  serving  as  president  of  the  Maplewood 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  while  I  was  in  High  School. 


Beina  part  of  the  Christian  community  here  at  Wesley  for  the  past  two  years 
has  meant°a  lot  to  me,  and  I  would  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  serve  you  as 
treasurer. 


C/i  r  o  t 
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Around  the  Conference 


The  new  multi-purpose  and 
education  buildings  for  Summer 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  were 
consecrated  Sunday,  May  15.  by 
Bishop  Shamblin.  Participating  in 
the  service  were  Dr.  W.  Odell 
Simmons,  District  Superintendent. 
Dr.  John  Braden,  Pastor  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Dolph,  associate. 

Mr.  Ray  Scurlock,  Building 
Committee  Chairman,  led  the 
congregation  in  presenting  the 


facilities  for  consecration.  The  multi¬ 
purpose  building  features  a  unique 
worship  setting,  offices,  classrooms, 
choir  room,  chapel  and  kitchen.  The 
education  building  features  twelve 
spacious  class  rooms  for  all  ages.  The 
1.3  million  dollar  facilities  were 
opened  on  Easter  Sunday. 

Special  guests  at  the  service  were 
A.  G.  Taylor  and  J.  P.  McKeithen, 
former  pastors  of  Summer  Grove. 


The  Sound  of  a  Million  Children  Laughing 


By  FAYE  WILSON-BEACH 

Stop  for  a  minute.  Think  of  children 
close  to  you  —  a  daughter  or  a  son,  niece 
or  a  nephew.  Think  of  the  times  when  you 
have  heard  their  laughter.  Savor  the 
delicious  sound  of  pure  joy. 

Then  imagine  the  sound  of  a  million 
children  laughing  as  they  play,  laughing 
as  they  are  fed  or  embraced.  Savor  that 
sound. 

Then  hear  the  silence  of  a  million 
children  who  do  not  laugh  because 
disease,  hunger  or  poverty  has  robbed 
their  bodies  of  the  ability  to  laugh. 

More  than  100  years  ago  the  church 
saw  millions  of  children  without  smiles 
and  decided  to  do  something  about  the 
medical  and  economic  factors  that 
deprived  them  of  the  gift  of  laughter.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  established  the 
Child  Support  Program  to  care  for  more 
than  a  million  children  in  hundreds  of 
ways. 

Through  the  Child  Support  Program 
hospitals,  orphanages,  schools  and 
homes  have  been  built  to  meet  medical 
and  educational  needs  of  thousands  of  the 
world’s  children.  Innovative  projects 
have  been  established  to  care  for 
children  in  the  best  possible  settings  — 
their  own  families.  Feeding  programs 
have  supplemented  nutrition  at  home. 


Support  ot  church-related  day-care 
centers  frees  mothers  and  fathers  to  find 
work  and  provide  for  their  families. 
Family  assistance  programs  enable 
foster  parents  to  care  for  orphaned 
children.  Money  is  furnished  for  special 
therapy  for  economically  disadvantaged 
children  with  disabling  conditions.  This 
indeed  is  child  support! 

Yet  some  United  Methodists  may 
believe  that  their  church  is  doing  nothing 
for  children.  They  have  seen  massive 
advertising  about  “adopt-a-child” 
programs  and  have  wondered  if  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  such  a 
ministry.  Some  may  give  to  other 
programs,  thinking  that  their  church  is 
not  caring  for  children. 

Our  church,  in  fact,  has  made  a 
commitment  to  children  in  every  one  of 
the  United  States  and  in  more  than  100 
nations  around  the  globe.  The  church 
promised  to  provide  homes  and  medical 
care  for  refugee  children  in  Somalia, 
food  and  school  supplies  for  youngsters 
in  South  Vietnam  and  Kampuchea,  and 
an  education  for  80,000  boys  and  girls  in 
Latin  America.  These  are  promises 
worth  keeping! 

The  plan  by  which  the  church  reaches 
most  children  includes  four  points: 

1)  To  enable  institutions  to  furnish 


services  —  scnoonng,  toou,  liierapy, 
medical  care  —  through  persons  and 
programs.  Children  within  and  outside  of 
the  family  unit  find  nurture  and  care 
through  the  Child  Support  Program. 

2)  To  use  100  cents  of  every  dollar 
given  for  child  care  through  our  church’s 
Advance  program  for  that  purpose. 
Some  other  agencies  raising  funds  for 
child  care  have  reported  using  44  percent 
of  their  revenue  for  administration  and 
advertising. 

3)  To  pay  for  administration  of  the 
Child  Support  Program  (less  than  10 
percent)  through  World  Service,  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  and  the  United 
Methodist  Women  Pledge  to  Missions. 

4)  To  promote  the  “support,”  rather 
than  the  “adoption,”  of  children. 
Relating  a  child  to  a  contributor  singles 
out  one  child  for  special  attention  and 
may  cause  a  sense  of  favoritism  to 
develop.  It  may  also  create  feelings  of 
dependency  for  the  child  and  feelings  of 
paternalism  for  the  donor. 

The  United  Methodist  Child  Support 
Program  has  no  dramatic  roadside 
billboards,  but  it  promises  to  love  all  our 
children  equally.  One  hears  no  heart- 
tugging  appeals  on  radio  or  television, 
but  our  program  promises  to  care  about 
children  with  Christian  compassion.  No 
full-page  advertisement  appears  in  a 


popular  magazine,  but  children  receive 
food  and  clothing  for  their  bodies  and 
lessons  for  their  minds.  There  may  be  no 
photographs,  letters  or  presents  from 
contributor  to  child,  but  there  is  a 
commitment  to  restore  children's  smiles 
and  laughter. 

Our  Child  Support  Program  relies  on 
local  church  Work  Area  on  Missions 
chairpersons,  district  and  conference 
mission  secretaries,  and  church  mission 
personnel  to  promote  ministries  with 
children. 

United  Methodist  programs  need  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  dollars  for  children  of  the 
world.  You  can  help  create  the  sound  of  a 
million  children  laughing  by  giving  to  the 
Advance  Child  Support  Program.  A 
comprehensive  listing  of  child-support 
ministries  is  printed  in  Partnership  in 
Missions  1983-84:  Catalog  of  General 
Advance  Specials  (available  for  $2.50 
plus  postage  and  handling  charges  from 
the  Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Road, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237). 

For  specific  child-support  projects  of 
the  World.  National  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  divisions  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
write  to  the  Advance  Office,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  Room  1316,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


New  Director  Named  for  VIM  Annual  Methodist  Men’s 


Tom  Matheny  Named  Life  Member 


Tom  H.  Matheny  was  named  an 
Honorary  Life  Member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Mental  Health 
Association  in  Louisiana  by  its 
membership  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  organization  held  recently  in 
Shreveport. 

Matheny  received  this  rare  and 
distinctive  honor  from  the  statewide 
Association  because  of  his  untiring 
efforts  with  the  Mental  Health 
Association  for  the  past  twelve  years 


aimed  at  preventing  mental  illness 
and  helping  the  mentally  disabled. 

In  the  past  twelve  years,  Matheny 
has  functioned  in  several  leadership 
roles  with  the  statewide  Association, 
including  service  as  chairman  of  the 
Personnel  Committee  and  the 
Organization  Committee.  Matheny 
also  was  elected  President  of  the 
Association  for  two  terms,  1973-1974, 
1974-1975.  Currently,  he  is  the  Vice 
President  of  the  statewide 
organization. 


Carrollton  Celebrates  Homecoming 


The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson  reports  that  the  St.  Bernard  and  Arabi  churches 
where  he  is  pastor  are  now  "all  signed  up.”  The  Arabi  church  recently  added  a 
new  church  sign,  and  the  St.  Bernard  church  added  the  cross  and  flame 
emblem. 


Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  its  annual 
"Homecoming  Sunday,"  with  five  former  Ministers  participating  in  the 
service.  Shown  with  the  current  pastor,  the  Rev.  Leland  Wade,  are  former 
pastors  Luman  Douglas,  J.  P.  McKeithen,  W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  J.  T.  Harris,  and 
Carl  F.  Lueg. 


George  Calvin  To 
Teach  at  School  of 
Christian  Mission 

The  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr. 
has  been  invited  to  teach  the  Spiritual 
Growth  Study:  The  Gospel  of  Luke  at 
the  Central  Texas  Conference  School 
of  Christian  Mission,  July  15-20,  1983 
at  Texas  Wesleyan  College  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas.  He  will  also  attend  the 
West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  June  13-17, 1983  for  Conference 
Certification. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  has  taught  in 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  in 
Louisiana,  South  Georgia, 
Mississippi,  Texas  and  North  Texas 
Conferences. 


George  W.  C.  Calvin 


Summer  Grove  Consecrates  Buildings 


The  Rev.  Hans  L.  Aurbakken,  a  native 
of  Norway  and  a  retired  minister  who 
served  as  a  missionary  in  Algeria  and 
Tunisia  for  30  years,  has  been  named  to  a 
new  post  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  as  director  of  Volunteers  in 
Mission  (VIM). 

A  similar  post  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  is  held  by  the  Rev.  Tom 
Curtis  of  Atlanta. 

The  three-fold  purpose  of  the  VIM 
program  is  to  provide  services  to  mission 
projects  in  response  to  requests  from 
authorized  groups  and  persons 
representing  the  mission  projects;  to 
provide  opportunities  for  committed 
Christians  to  offer  their  skills  and  time  as 
expressions  of  their  faith,  and  to  increase 
awareness  and  understanding  of  the 
mission  program  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  approved  this 


project.  James  Pool,  Pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Minden,  is 
representative  to  the  VIM  program. 

The  VIM  office  will  be  administered 
through  the  office  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  in  Dallas  and  be  accountable 
to  the  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Information  on  possible  work  projects 
and  participation  in  programs  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Aurbakken  at  8035 
East  R.  L.  Thornton  Freeway,  Suite  408, 
Dallas,  Texas  75228,  214-321-7077.  Mr. 
Aurbakken’s  responsibilities  will  include 
keeping  on  file  the  names  and  addresses 
.  of  persons  and  groups  interested  in 
short  term  volunteer  mission  work  as 
well  as  names  of  projects  where  volun¬ 
teer  work  can  be  used.  He  will  be  availa¬ 
ble  to  speak  at  annual  conference 
meetings  related  to  volunteer  mission 
work  and  its  challenges. 


Shepherd  Center  Opens 
in  Alexandria 


St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodists 
Hold  First  Service  in  New  Church 


For  over  a  year  now  almost  30  different 
Christian  churches  in  Alexandria  have 
been  working  together  with  the  Salvation 
Army  to  minister  to  -transients  by 
providing  food,  clothing  and 
transportation.  The  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  Alexandria  were  the  leaders 
in  this  ecumenical  effort  which 
accomplished  two  practical  purposes: 

(1)  It  eliminated  the  possibility  of  some 
“professional”  transients  who  made 
the  rounds  and  received  help  from  one 
church  after  another. 

(2)  It  insured  that  the  truly  needy 
received  better  help  than  before  when 
churches  worked  individually. 


NOTE 

Dr.  John  M.  Stapleton,  Director  of 
the  Doctor  of  Ministry  Studies  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  has  announced  that  Doctor 
of  Ministry  extension  courses  will  be 
offered  in  Louisiana  beginning  in  the 
Fall  of  1984. 

For  more  information  on  the  D. 
Min.  degree  from  Emory  University 
contact  Dr.  Stapleton  or  write  for 
application  forms  after  September 
1,  1983.  The  first  deadline  for 
applications  will  be  February  15, 
1984. 

Dr.  John  M.  Stapleton 
Advanced  Professional  Studies 
Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30322 


An  outgrowth  of  this  cooperation 
among  the  United  Methodists,  Baptists, 

■  Catholics,  Episcopalians,  Presbyterians, 
Lutherans,  and  Disciples  of  Christ  is  that 
they  are  now  ready  to  expand  their 
transient  ministry  into  a  full  range  of 
ministry  to  the  poor  in  the  Alexandria 
area.  Thanks  to  the  generous  donation  by 
Paul  and  Joanne  White  (active  United 
Methodists  in  Alexandria )  of  the  second 
and  third  floors  of  the  old  West  End 
School  Building,  facilities  have  been 
made  available  to  house  a  “Shepherd 
Center”  ministry.  Some  ministries  for 
the  Shepherd  Center  include  an  extensive 
food  bank  (utilizing  produce  and  other 
discarded  food  from  local  stores), 
clothing  that  is  already  clean  and  sized 
and  available  for  immediate  emergency 
distributions,  used  furniture  and 
appliances  for  victims  of  fire  and  other 
poor  who  receive  federal  housing  but 
have  no  furniture,  and  a  job  referral 
service  for  day  labor.  It  is  hoped  that  all 
of  this  will  begin  on  July  1  of  this  year 
when  the  center  opens.  Plans  are  also  to 
incorporate  a  soup  kitchen  and  overnight 
lodging  at  some  point  in  the  future. 


Bishop’s  Week 

June  20-23, 1983 
Mt.  Sequoyah  United 
Methodist  Assembly 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas 


The  congregation  of  St.  Andrew’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  held  services  in  its 
new  sanctuary  Sunday,  May  21 . 

The  first  new  Methodist  church  to  be 
established  in  Baton  Rouge  in  12  years, 
the  church  was  chartered  in  early  1982 
and  had  been  previously  meeting  at 
Shenandoah  Elementary  School 
The  new  $330,000  brick  veneer  and 
redwood  siding  structure  includes  a 
fellowship  hall,  with  seating  capacity  for 
300,  which  now  serves  as  the  sanctuary ; 
six  class/Sunday  school  rooms;  offices 


for  the  minister  and  secretary  ;  a  small 
kitchen;  restrooms  and  a  1,500  square 
foot  multipurpose  room  for  choir  or 
classes.  It  also  features  a  bell  tower  and 
covered  walk  to  the  entrance.  Architect 
for  the  facility,  which  is  completely 
accessible  to  the  handicapped,  is  Bobbie 
B.  Crump  Jr.,  AIA,  of  Baton  Rouge. 

“It  is  our  hope  that  this  new  building 
will  be  a  new  beginning  with  new 
potential  challenges  for  us  to  be  the 
people  God  called  us  to  be,  "  said  the  Rev. 
Fred  Wideman,  pastor  of  St.  Andrew’s. 


“The  Single  Experience,”  a  one-day 
workshop  for  singles,  will  be  held  June 
18,  1983  from  9:30-4:30  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Featured  speaker,  Dave  Stoner, 
will  address  the  topic  “The  Single 
Experience”  in  the  morning  and  will 
focus  on  “Single  Parenting”  in  the 
afternoon. 

Dave  Stoner  is  a  Christian  counselor 
and  single  parent  from  Jackson, 
Mississippi  who  has  raised  four  boys.  His 
opportunities  and  crises  as  a  single  and 
as  a  single  parent  are  shared  in  the 
uniquely  practical,  powerfully 


perceptive  style  of  Dave  Stoner. 

This  conference  is  open  to  all  Singles 
To  pre-register,  send  name,  address,  and 
phone  number  along  with  check  or 
money  order  for  $5.00  to  the  address 
below.  Please  also  note  whether  you  will 
need  child  care,  number  of  children,  and 
their  ages. 

Singles  Conference 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
c/o  Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon 
10230  Mollylea  Drive 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70815 
Child  care  will  be  provided  for  infants 
through  elementary  school  ages. 


Singles  Conference  —  June  18, 1983 


Retreat  Planned 


The  annual  conference-wide  retreat  of 
Methodist  Men  is  scheduled  for  June  25- 
26  on  the  campus  of  Louisiana  College  in 
Pineville. 

The  Rev.  Bert  Scott,  Director  of 
Church  Careers  for  Centenary  College, 
will  lead  the  men  as  they  deliberate  the 
theme,  “Shalom:  Promise  and 
Possibility.”  According  to  the  Rev.  Scott. 
"We  will  learn  and  grow  through  sharing 
our  stories,  and  listening  to  others  share 
theirs.  We  will  look  at  the  Biblical  story 
and  find  ourselves  and  re-affirm  our 
commitment  to  God  and  the  Christian 
Community.” 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  am. 
Saturday  morning,  and  the  retreat 
continues  through  lunch  on  Sunday. 

Programs  and  registration  forms  are 
available  through  >our  local  Men’s  Club 
or  by  request  to  Charles  Goodgame,  P.O. 
Box  111,  Alexandria,  La.,  71301. 


Rev.  Bert  Scott 


Tobacco  industry  efforts  to  make 
smoking  appeal  to  youth:  deplorable 

r> »  industry  to  lure  voune  oeoDle  in- 
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Recent  testimony  before^ongress  con¬ 
cerning  cigarette  .advertising  brought  to 
light  portions  of  a  “confidential”  1975 
research  report  which  suggested  ways 
for  the  tobacco  industry  to  "reach  young 
smokers."  Among  other  things,  the 
report  recommended  that  cigarette  ad¬ 
vertisers  should : 

•  "Present  the  cigarette  as  one  of  a  few 
initiations  into  the  adult  world. 

•  “Present  the  cigarette  as  part  of  the 
illicit  pleasure  category  of  products  and 
activities. 

•  "To  the  best  of  your  ability  (con¬ 
sidering  legal  restraints),  relate  the 
cigarette  to  ‘pot,’  wine,  beer,  sex,  etc. 

•  "Don’t  communicate  health  or 
health-related  points.” 

According  to  the  Federal  Trade  Com¬ 
mission,  which  obtained  the  information, 
at  least  one  tobacco  company  has 
followed  the  research  advice  for  at¬ 
tracting  young  "starters”  by  featuring 
young  adult  models  in  ads  depicting  a 
“free  and  easy,  hedonistic  lifestyle.” 

While  the  Tobacco  Institute,  which 
represents  major  tobacco  companies, 
dismisses  the  FTC’s  findings,  it  has  not 
rebutted  any  of  the  FTC’s  specific  dis¬ 
closures.  Nor  can  it  refute  related  Trade 
Commission  findings  that  nearly  60  per 
cent  of  all  cigarette  advertising  is  placed 
in  35  magazines  with  a  “high”  reader- 
ship  in  the  18-24-year  old  range. 

We  deplore  the  targeting  of  young 
people  by  the  cigarette  industry  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  counter  the  decline  in  smoking 
among  American  adults.  It  is  un¬ 
derstandable  that  any  business  faced 
with  reduced  sales  would  look  for  ways  to 
reverse  that  decline.  However,  the  depic¬ 
tion  of  cigarettes  as  part  of  the  “good 
life"  and  a  "symbol  of  maturity”  con¬ 
tradicts  everything  we  know  about  the 
damaging  effects  of  smoking  on  human 
health.  It  is  especially  incongruous  that 
“the  most  widespread  example  of  drug 
abuse”  (according  to  William  Pollin, 
director  of  the  National  Institute  on  Drug 
Abuse)  should  be  glamorized  and  legally 
promoted  in  the  midst  of  a  long-overdue 
“war”  on  drugs  and  narcotics  by  law  en¬ 
forcement  agencies. 

As  Christians,  we  should  not  hesitate  to 
express  our  outrage  at  efforts  by  the 

My  Witness 


tobacco  industry  to  lure  young  people  in¬ 
to  expensive  and  debilitating  addiction  to 
cigarettes,  just  as  we  would  be  outraged 
at  anyone  attempting  to  "hook”  our  chil¬ 
dren  on  marijuana,  cocaine  or  heroin. 

There  is  a  difference,  of  course,  in  that 
advertising  and  consumption  of  the  latter 
drugs  are  illegal,  while  the  law  still  per¬ 
mits  the  advertising  and  consumption  of 
tobacco  products.  There  is  little  in¬ 
dication,  however,  that  the  tobacco  in¬ 
dustry  will  ever  voluntarily  accept  its 
own  eventual  demise  despite  the  over¬ 
whelming  evidence  that  its  products 
provide  various  adverse  effects  and  vir¬ 
tually  no  benefits  for  human  beings. 

Consequently,  we  believe  the  church 
should  deal  with  this  issue  on  two  fronts. 
In  our  local  churches  and  our  families, 
we  believe  Christians  should  actively 
seek  to  educate  our  youth  regarding  the 
dangers  and  general  undesirability  of 
smoking.  Even  those  among  us  who  are 
long-time  smokers  should  recognize  the 
need  to  encourage  persons  interested  in 
physical  fitness  to  refrain  from  taking  up 
this  habit. 

Second,  we  should  also  join  forces  with 
others  who  are  urging  Congress  to  adopt 
additional  restrictions  regarding  ciga¬ 
rette  advertising  and  cigarette  sales  to 
minors.  It  is  not  realistic  to  expect  that  a 
multi-billion  dollar  industry  will  sud¬ 
denly  be  outlawed.  However,  we  believe 
it  is  altogether  reasonable  to  urge  our 
elected  representatives  to  support  legis¬ 
lation  which  would  eventually  ban  all 
forms  of  tobacco  advertising.  In  the  long 
run,  such  legislation  would  not  only 
benefit  the  public’s  health.  It  would  even 
be  in  the  best  interests  of  those  involved 
in  the  tobacco  industry  by  forcing  them 
gradually  to  diversify  their  business  in¬ 
terests  as  the  percentage  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  which  smokes  continues  to  decline. 

For  those  Christians  who  continue  to 
smoke,  we  should  seriously  consider 
giving  up  our  habit  —  both  to  set  a  more 
positive  example  for  our  children,  to 
show  consideration  to  others,  and 
because  we  acknowledge  that  our  bodies 
are  "the  temple  of  God”  and  should  not 
be  abused  (see  related  article  elsewhere 
on  this  page). 


Opposing  nuclear  weapons 
can  make  us  vulnerable 


By  CAROLYN  SCARR 

On  June  20,  the  International  Day  of 
Disarmament,  I  will  be  one  of  many 
blockading  the  Lawrence  Livermore 
National  Laboratory,  an  act  of  civil 
disobedience  for  which  I  expect  to  be 
arrested  and  jailed  (I  hope  briefly^.  *1 
would  like  to  share  with  my  fellow  United 
Methodists  the  reasons  why  I  find  this  ac¬ 
tion  imperative  at  this  time  and  the 
religious  foundation  on  which  my  action 
is  based.  I  hope  these  reflections  will  in¬ 
crease  the  level  of  understanding  con¬ 
cerning  this  matter. 

The  Lawrence  Livermore  Labs  are  the 
point  of  origin  of  almost  all  nuclear 
weapons  developed,  produced,  and 
deployed  by  the  United  States.  The  Labs 
also  provide  the  inspiration  for  the 
weapons  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  almost  all  of 
whose  nuclear  weapons  are  imitations  of 
those  developed  here.  These  weapons  are 
an  enormous  threat  to  the  life  of  every 
creature  on  this  planet.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  we  continue  on  the  path  we  are  on, 
we  are  very  likely  to  use  these  weapons. 

In  these  circumstances  I  cannot  be 
content  with  working  within  the  con¬ 
ventional  political  process,  voting,  writ¬ 
ing  letters,  precinct  work,  and  so  forth, 
as  I  have  worked  for  nearly  20  years.  One 
reason  is  that  the  military  decisions 
which  constitute  the  arms  race  are  quite 
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protected  from  the  political  impact  of  or¬ 
dinary  citizens.  These  decisions  are 
made  by  top  scientists,  generals,  defense 
department  people,  and  moved  through  a 
Congress  afraid  of  appearing  to  want  a 
“weak  America”  and  easily  persuaded 
by  experts. 

I  must  do  more  than  ask  someone  else 
(my  representative,  senator,  president) 
to  stop  the  proliferation  of  nuclear 
weapons.  I  need  to  try  to  stop  it  by  my 
own  actions. 

Isn’t  it  strange  that  any  action  I  can 
take  to  stop  nuclear  weapons  is  illegal? 
This  madness  is  something  that  people 
are  doing  with  my  money,  ostensibly  to 
protect  me.  Yet  when  I  try  to  stop  it,  I 
must  break  the  law.  And  so  I  must;  I  can 
do  no  other. 

I  am  working  with  a  group  of  friends, 
most  of  whom  are  Christians.  My  per¬ 
spective  as  a  Christian  is  different  from 
my  perspective  as  a  citizen,  but  not  con¬ 
tradictory  to  it. 

My  friends  and  I  do  not  engage  in  civil 
disobedience  because  we  think  we  will 
abolish  nuclear  weapons  by  the  physical 
strength  of  our  action.  Gandhi  did  not 
violate  British  laws  and  pick  up  salt  from 
the  sea  because  he  thought  the  financial 
impact  of  the  loss  of  salt  tax  revenues 
would  break  the  British  Empire.  He 
believed  that  the  moral  effect  of  non-vio¬ 
lent  resistance  to  the  empire  would  bring 
about  its  collapse.  We  do  not  expect  to 
make  the  Lawrence  Livermore  Labs 
physically  impossible.  We  hope  to  make 
them  morally  impossible. 

Those  who  would  save  their  lives  will 
lose  them,  and  those  who  lose  their  lives 
will  save  them.  We  cannot  expect  to  op¬ 
pose  the  power  of  death  in  this  world 
while  remaining  in  the  perilous  safety  of 
our  comfortable  lives.  We  must  become 
vulnerable  in  order  to  invoke  the 
humanity  in  those  whose  actions  we  op¬ 
pose,  in  order  to  invoke  God  in  them.  If 
we  try  to  oppose  force  with  force  we  will 
lose.  We  can  only  oppose  death  with  life, 
our  lives. 

Indeed,  we  have  no  other  hope. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Scarr, 
is  a  member  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Berkeley 
(Calif or nia-Nevada  Conference)  and  the 
mother  of  a  five-year-old  daughter. 


'WHEN  \OU  HAVE  IT, 
THERE  IS  EVEN  LIGHT 
WITHIN  4*  TUNNEL/* 


Here  I  Stand 

Cuban  Methodists  have 
lessons  for  all  Christians 


JUNE  10, 1983 
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LUIS  DIAZ  DEARCE 
The  second  week  of  last  March,  the 
autonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Cuba 
celebrated  its  fourth  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Attended  by  52  delegates,  a 
number  of  visitors  from  Cuba,  and  some 
friends  from  the  United  States,  it  was  a 
great  occasion  for  fellowship,  inspiration 
and  remembrance  of  the  past,  as  the 
church  is  celebrating  the  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  first  Methodist  preaching  in 
Cuba. 

Bishop  Roy  H.  Short  represented  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  and 
presided  over  the  election  of  the  bishop 
as  Armando  Rodriguez  was  re-elected 


for  a  new  period  of  four  years.  Bishop 
Short,  a  former  bishop  in  Cuba,  and  his 
wife  were  received  with  sincere  demon¬ 
strations  of  affection  as  they  are  very 
much  loved  in  Cuba. 

Homage  was  given  one  night  to  all  the 
missionaries  that,  with  great  love  and 
dedication,  served  in  Cuba.  They  went  to 
Cuba  not  as  imperialists  to  impose  the 
American  way  of  life,  but  as  Christ’s  am¬ 
bassadors  to  share  the  good  news  of 
salvation  and  abundant  life.  Their  work 
was  well  done,  and  the  golden  leaves  that 
they  wrote  in  the  history  of  Cuba  will 
never  be  erased.  The  best  homage  for 
them,  as  for  the  thousands  of  Cuban 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

‘Nuclear  insanity’  must  be  curbed 


To  the  Editor: 

Robert  Freeburg’s  "Here  I  Stand” 
tirade  against  "peace  activists”  (UMR, 
May  13)  is  so  irrational  as  to  question  the 
need  for  response.  However,  such  public 
statements  demand  balance  for  the  sake 
of  truth. 

To  identify  “peace  activists”  as 
primarily  responsible  for  World  War  II 
and  Pearl  Harbor  certainly  surpasses 
any  imaginative  explanations  of  the  con¬ 
flict  I  have  ever  read.  To  identify  our 
nation  as  "peace-loving”  in  the  wake  of 
the  administration’s  call  for  the  biggest 
armaments  buildup  in  history  sounds  a 
little  like  George  Orwell’s  “1984”  (war  is 
“peace,”  peace  is  “war”).  And  as  far  as 
holding  up  weapons  superiority  as  the 
key  to  survival,  I  wonder  if  Mr.  Freeburg 
has  remembered  that  ancient  Rome, 
Napoleon’s  France  and  Hitler’s  Ger¬ 
many  were  all  superior  nations 
militarily? 

There  is  one  overall  observation  to  be 
made  of  Mr.  Freeburg’s  letter  and 
perhaps  those  who  think  like  him.  There 
is  not  one  mention  of  the  name  “Jesus 
Christ”  in  his  letter  or  the  remotest  men¬ 
tion  of  His  liberating  love.  Indeed,  how 
does  this  man  (or  these  people)  deal  with 
the  injunction  to  “love  ye  your  enemies, 
and  do  good  to  those  who  hate  you” 
(Luke  6:27)  or,  "Blessed  are  those  who 
work  for  peace  among  men :  God  will  call 
them  his  sons”  (Matthew  5:9)? 

There  is  one  statement  of  Mr. 
Freeburg’s  letter  with  which  some  of  us 
can  find  agreement.  "One  big  and 
terrible  difference  now  is  that  most  if  not 
all  of  our  citizens  are  directly  threatened 
by  a  nuclear  war  —  not  just  our  able 
bodied  young  people.”  It  is  that  very 
reason  why  Christians,  who  have  now  an 
immense  responsibility  to  speak  out  and 
influence  the  course  of  our  nation’s  and 
the  world’s  destiny,  must  try  to  curt} 
nuclear  u^ajpty.  It  is  God’s  whole, 
creation  that  is  imperiled. 

T.  B.  Rock  wood 

Rochelle,  Illinois 
Fairness  praised 
To  the  Editor: 

You  were  very  fair  in  giving  equal  time 
in  the  "Here  I  Stand”  column  to  the 
militaristic  views  of  Robert  Freeburg 


(see  UMR,  May  13).  I  do  not  think, 
however,  that  many  readers  could  have 
taken  him  seriously  because  of  such  poor 
grammar,  faulty  logic,  and  a  series  of 
statements  without  support.  To  say  that 
the  “peace  activists  .  .  .  were  primarily 
responsible  for  World  War  II  and  for 
Pearl  Harbor”  is  utterly  absurd  —  not 
only  to  students  of  history,  but  to  the  Joe- 
on-the-street  as  well. 

Thank  you  for  printing  on  the  same, 
page  the  insightful  and  well-written  ar¬ 
ticle  of  Michael  Mattox  about  how  the 
"mentality  of  flagrant  militarism 
prevents  our  being  peacemakers.” 

Pam  Allen 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Expose  of  freeze 
movement  appreciated 
To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  presentation  of  Robert 
Freeburg’s  "Here  I  Stand”  column  in  the 
May  13  issue  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  I  had  begun  to  wonder  if  a  real 
“understanding  and  interpretation”  of 
the  nuclear  freeze  gimmick  would  get  a 
chance  to  be  presented.  Thank  you. 

It  is  a  breath  of  fresh  air  after  reading 
some  of  the  other  stands  taken  by  some 
very  unknowledgeable  persons  in 
previous  issues  of  the  Reporter  as  well  as 
throughout  the  world’s  news  media. 

I  can  provide  facts  and  data  for 
another  whole  printed  page  in  addition  to 
what  Mr.  Freeburg  wrote  to  emphasize 
the  “absurdity”  of  the  nuclear  freeze  ac¬ 
tion  as  it  is  being  orchestrated  today. 
Such  facts  or  data,  however,  will  not 
deter  the  "pusher”  dissidents  of  the  50s, 
60s  and  70s  (or  of  course  the  honest  but 
“brainwashed”  followers  of  the  Pied 
Pipers  of  the  80s)  —  many  of  whom  are 
the  same  radicals  of  those  days  —  just 
older  —  and  just  as  dedicated  to  "anti- 
Americanism”  and  "terrorism.” 

As  Christians  we  have  a  duty  to  sup¬ 
port  and  live  our  faith.  Believe  it  or  not? 
we  also  have  a  duty  to  understand  and 
appropriately  interpret  our  support  and 
beliefs  in  light  of  the  “false  prophets”  of 
doom,  and  “new  freedom  lifestyle” 
promoters  who  would  have  you  jump  on 
the  bandwagon  of  an  idea  that  sounds  so 
good  —  so  loud  —  that  it  drowns  out  the 


truths.  Please  think  about  understanding 


and  interpretation. 


Lewis  E.  Hollard 


smell  —  the  deceit,  the  lies  and  half- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Belated  reflections  on 
smoking  by  an  ex-smoker 


Uhanhs for farmers 

By  W.  JENE  MILLER 

God  of  galaxies  and  atoms,  we  come  to 
this  hour  to  confess  our  need. 

However  fair  the  skies  or  rich  the  soil, 
without  farmers  to  mediate  between  the 
dirt  of  our  fields  and  the  protein  of  our 
bread,  we  would  starve.  Without  their 
faithfulness  in  storm  and  drought,  in 
labor  and  indebtedness,  we  would  not 
eat. 

For  all  their  silent  sacrifices  and 
vigilent  labors  we  give  thanks  to  Thee 
and  for  them. 

In  the  name  of  all  the  hungry  world,  we 
implore  thy  blessings  on  them  that  they 
may  continue  to  enable  us  to  obey  our 
Lord’s  own  command  to  feed  the  hungry, 
clothe  the  naked,  and  heal  the  sick. 
Amen. 


When  I  quit  smoking  several  years 
ago,  I  made  two  resolutions  besides  the 
basic  one. 

First,  I  wasn’t  going  to  talk  about  it.  I 
had  quit  for  extended  periods  of  time  on 
two  previous  occasions  only  later  to 
resume  the  habit.  I’m  convinced  that  ex¬ 
smokers,  like  alcoholics,  never  become 
totally  immune  to  the  temptation  to 
"take  just  one  .  .  .” 

Second,  I  wasn’t  going  to  assume  the 
kind  of  militantly  self-righteous  attitude 
toward  persons  who  continue  to  smoke 
that  I  had  observed  and  found  offensive 
as  a  smoker.  Sensitivity  toward  others 
should  cut  both  ways. 

I  decided  to  break  my  public  silence  on 
the  issue  during  the  preparation  of  the 
editorial  statement  which  appears  at  the 
top  left  of  this  page.  I  rejected  inclusion 
therein  of  a  paragraph  suggesting  that 
Christians  who  smoke  should  stop 
because  it  seemed  too  glib  and  lacking  in 
recognition  of  how  difficult  it  is  for  a 
habitual  smoker  to  stop. 

As  I  reflected  further,  however,  it 
seemed  irresponsible  not  to  include  some 
type  of  statement  offering  encourage¬ 
ment  to  those  who  would  like  to  quit 
smoking. 

One  hard  lesson  I  learned  while 
struggling  to  kick  the  habit  is  that  few 
decisions  related  to  smoking  are 
rational.  For  example,  enough  is  now 
known  about  the  detrimental  effects  of 
smoking  to  suggest  that  a  decision  to 
start  smoking  makes  no  sense.  Yet  many 
persons  continue  to  smoke. 

But  even  before  the  emergence  of  con¬ 
clusive  evidence  regarding  the  health 
hazards  of  smoking,  it  made  little  sense 
In  my  case,  I  smoked  my  first  cigarette 
as  a  first  grader  from  a  pack  swiped  by  a 
friend  from  his  mother.  My  "reasons” 
probably  coincided  with  some  of  the  mar¬ 
keting  images  that  recent  revelations 
suggest  cigarette  makers  want  to  pro¬ 
ject:  smoking  is  "adult”  and  “naughty” 
in  an  appealing  sort  of  way.  I’m  quite 
sure  I  gave  no  thought  whatever  to  either 
the  enjoyment  or  the  consequences  of 
smoking. 

As  I  struggled  with  the  habit  during  my 
early  adult  years,  it  became  clear  to  me 
that  there  are  many  bad  reasons  and  no 
good  reasons  for  a  person  to  smoke.  It  is 
a  dirty,  smelly,  expensive,  time- 


Spurgeon 

consuming  habit  through  which  we  do 
harm  to  what  Paul  calls  our  "temple” 
rather  than  using  it  to  glorify  God.  When 
we  smoke  we  also  set  a  bad  example  for 
others  —  and  especially  for  the  children 
around  us.  But  this  knowledge  alone  was 
not  enough  to  cause  me  to  lay  down  my 
pipe  or  pack  of  cigarettes. 

As  my  struggle  deepened,  I  discovered 
many  additional  irrational  reasons  for 
continuing  to  smoke.  Many  of  them  were 
hard  to  face  and  acknowledge,  such  as 
the  existence  of  a  latent  tendency  toward 
self-destruction  and  the  use  of  my  habit 
as  a  means  of  expressing  rebellious 
disapproval  to  those  who  mattered  most 
tome. 

Each  new  degree  of  rational  aware¬ 
ness  made  the  case  against  smoking 
stronger  for  me.  The  decision  to  "kick 
the  habit,”  however,  is  not  much  more 
rational  than  the  decision  to  start  or  to 
continue  smoking.  It  is  first  and  foremost 
a  matter  of  motivation  and  will.  Reason 
certainly  may  contribute  to  development 
of  the  willpower  necessary  to  quit. 
Prayer  also  is  important  —  both  as  a  mo¬ 
tivating  force  and  as  a  source  of  comfort 
and  strength.  But  to  break  this  —  or  any 
other  —  bad  habit,  a  person  has  to  reach 
a  point  of  wanting  to  quit  more  than 
wanting  to  continue,  and  of  becoming  de¬ 
termined  that  "smoking  is  no  longer  an 
option  for  me.” 

I  am  thankful  I  reached  that  point.  I 
feel  better  and  likely  will  live  longer  as  a 
result,  even  though  I’ve  slipped  into  the 
all-too-common  alternate  vice  of  weight 
gain.  The  decisive  point  for  me,  however, 
was  not  my  health  but  my  basic  integrity 
as  a  Christian  and  a  parent.  How  could  I 
responsibly  fail  to  teach  my  children  not 
to  smoke?  How  could  I  credibly  continue 
to  do  what  I  was  teaching  them  not  to  do? 

I’ll  not  throw  stones  at  those  who  con¬ 
tinue  to  smoke  until,  with  God’s  help,  I’ve 
conquered  all  my  other  vices.  Although 
I’m  “going  on  toward  perfection,”  my 
smoking  friends  have  little  cause  to 
worry  about  a  hasty  arrival  at  that 
destination.  In  the  meantime,  I’d  ap¬ 
preciate  their  not  lighting  up  in  my  office 
or  my  home  —  not  because  I  wish  to  force 
my  values  on  them,  but  because  I’ve 
found  my  sinuses  function  much  better  in 
a  smoke-free  atmosphere. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Broomfield,  Colorado 

Research  help  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  ask  readers  of  the 
Reporter  to  assist  me  in  a  research 
project  that  I  have  been  working  on  for 
several  years.  I  am  trying  to  complete  it 
for  the  Bicentennial  Celebration  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

I  am  writing  a  historical  survey  of 
prominent  American  women  leaders  in 
all  divisions  of  the  Methodist  Church  — 
from  the  1700’s  to  the  present.  If  Repor¬ 
ter  readers  are  aware  of  any  biographi¬ 
cal/autobiographical  information  about 
remarkable  women  Methodist  leaders  (fe¬ 
male  circuit  riders,  preachers,  educators, 
missionaries,  authors,  journalists,  admin¬ 
istrators  —  such  as  District  Superinten¬ 
dents,  chaplains;  etc.)  I  would  greatly  ap¬ 
preciate  it  if  they  would  write  to  me  about 
them  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport. 

In  addition  to  locating  possibly  un¬ 
published  material  about  well-known 
leaders  such  as  Anna  Howard  Shaw, 
Mary  McCleod  Bethune,  Georgia  Hark- 
ness  and  many  others,  I  am  also  looking 
for  information,  stories,  old  photographs, 
etc.  about  not  so  well-known  women  lead¬ 
ers.  Their  story  needs  to  be  told  too! 

Anything  that  Reporter  readers  can  do 
to  assist  me  in  completing  this  project 
will  be  of  great  help  and  a  significant 
contribution  to  Methodism. 

Deborah  Drash-Carroll 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 

Homosexual  churches 
in  NCC  unthinkable 

To  the  Editor: 

Again,  I  write  to  denounce  homosexu¬ 
ality  and  to  say  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  which  I  have  been  a  member 
for  78  years:  "How  can  you  tolerate  or 
think  of'fedeiving  into  membership  an 
avowed  homosexual?”  And  to  the  NCC 
likwise:  "How  can  you  or  any  of  your  fel¬ 
low  members  consider  admitting  into 
membership  an  avowed  homosex¬ 
ual  church  denomination?” 

Leviticus  20:13  says  “If  a  man  lies  with 
a  male  as  with  a  woman  both  of  them 
have  committed  an  abomination.”  What 
more  biblical  authority  do  the  UMC  or 
the  NCC  want? 

Father  Alexander  Doumouras  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  said:  The 
Holy  Scripture  would  say  that  we  could 
not  enter  into  fellowship  with  the  UFMCC 
on  any  level.  This  is  not  a  debatable 
issue”  (see  UMR,  May  20). 

The  Rev.  Mark  Heim  of  the  American 
Baptist  Church  said,  "How  could  a  prac¬ 
tice  considered  scripturally  invalid  by 
most  NCC  member  denominations  be¬ 
come  the  valid  basis  for  forming  another 
denomination?” 

These  are  my  sentiments  too. 

F.  Lee  York 

Los  Gatos,  California 

Recipes  sought 

To  the  Editor: 

I  understand  there  are  some  recipes 
for  "Methodist  mints”  and  "Methodist 
cakes,"  and  also  "Methodist  Pie.” 

I  have  the  recipe  for  "Methodist  Pie,” 
but  would  like  to  get  the  recipes  for 
Methodist  cakes  and  mints.  If  anyone  has 
them.  I  would  like  to  secure  a  copy  of  each. 

Vivian  Handy 
Bertram,  Texas 


Luis  Diaz  De  Arce 
wbrkers  that  have  served  Christ  faith¬ 
fully  for  so  many  years,  is  the  church  it¬ 
self,  that  is  alive  under  the  most  difficult 
circumstances. 

The  seeds  were  planted,  and  although 
the  actual  1,800  members  of  the  church 
and  several  hundred  members  of  the 
Sunday  schools  are  a  far  cry  from  the 
almost  10,000  church  members  and  12,500 
Sunday  school  pupils  of  1959,  they  are 
witnesses  to  a  work  well  done.  The  Cuban 
Methodist  Church  in  1959  was  the  largest 
in  Latin  America  with  the  exception  of 
the  churches  in  Brazil  and  Argentina; 
and  the  youngest  after  the  ones  in  Costa-' 
Rica  and  Panama.  But  what  we  have  ' 
today  is  a  success  considering  the  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  our  brethren-  are  ’ 
working. 

Consider  this  case:  A  pastor  went  to  his 
new  appointment  to  find  an  attendance  of  ' 
around  12  in  the  services.  After  several 
weeks  of  hard  work,  the  attendance  had 
grown  to  58.  Three  times  he  has  been 
called  to  the  police  station.  The  last  time 
he  was  told  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  he 
was  heading  for  great  trouble  if  he  had  to 
be  called  again.  Success  in  the  ministry 
is  pretty  dangerous  in  today's  Cuba. 

Consider  these  facts:  Young  people  at¬ 
tending  church  are  deprived  of  secon¬ 
dary  and  university  education.  Adults 
are  deprived  of  the  best  jobs. 

The  church  has  lost  many  of  its  proper¬ 
ties.  The  majority  of  the  ones  that  it  still 
has  are  in  great  need  of  repairs,  as  the 
government  doesn’t  provide  the  materi¬ 
als  for  upkeep  (the  materials  are  needed 
for  military  constructions  in  Cuba,  Nica¬ 
ragua,  and  Grenada ) . 

The  church  doesn’t  have  its  camps ;  its  - 
evangelistic  services  are  in  the  homes,  the 
street  corners  and  parks  in  the  cities,  and 
in  the  most  beautiful  of  all  the  temples  — 
under  the  sky  —  in  the  country.  It  doesn’t 
have  its  medical  clinics  or  its  programs 
of  agricultural  improvement  and  com¬ 
munity  development. 

The  church  doesn’t  have  its  university, 
its  Agricultural-Industrial  School  (the 
only  one  of  its  kind  —  private  or  public  — 
in  Cuba ) ,  or  its  dozens  of  schools  in  cities, 
villages  and  way  out  in  the  countrysides. 
Of  course,  many  children  of  rich  families 
attended  these  schools,  but  thousands  of 
very  poor  children  were  able  to  receive 
an  education  because  of  these  in¬ 
stitutions.  In  Cuba  and  out  of  Cuba  there 
are  today  thousands  of  physicians, 
lawyers,  teachers,  accountants,  and  all 
kinds  of  professionals  —  a  large  number 
from  rural  areas  —  because  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Cuba  had  these  schools. 
And  how  much  they  are  needed  today  in 
Cuba  when  the  communist  government 
has  destroyed  the  nation’s  educational 
system ! 

The  church  doesn’t  have* these  things,: 
but  it  has  the  fervor  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
faithfulness  to  the  Wesleyan  tradition, 
the  love  of  Christ,  and  the  heroic  spirit 
that  was  always  a  distinctive  mark  of  the 
Cuban  Methodist  Church. 

Here  are  some  of  the  things  that  we  can 
learn  in  this  country  from  the  church  in 
Cuba:  1.  That  the  servant  who  works 
with  love  and  dedication  plants  seeds 
that  give  good  fruits  that  no  enemy  can 
destroy. 

2.  That  under  the  most  difficult- 
situations  —  including  a  lack  of  freedom 
resulting  from  a  cruel  and  inept  dic¬ 
tatorship  —  true  love  can  be  shared,  and 
faithfulness  can  keep  the  flame  of 
evangelism  alive. 

3.  That  we  should  follow  the  mandate; 
of  our  Lord  to  evangelize,  and  do  it  on 
time  and  out  of  time,  when  people  want  to 
hear  and  when  they  don’t  want  to  hear. 

4.  That  a  Christian  is  always  ready  to 
pay  the  price  of  discipleship.  The  time  of 
Christian  martyrs  has  not  ended. 

5.  That  we  should  use,  while  we  still 
can,  the  opportunities  to  grow  in  Christ 
and  share  His  love. 

6.  That  we  should  pray  for  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Cuba. 


“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  the  Rev.  Luis  Diaz  de  Arce,  is  a ' 
retired  member  of  the  Florida  Annual  , 
Conference. 


Charles  W.  Ferguson 
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Amnesty  program  needs  helpers 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

Associate  Editor  I  1 

WASHINGTON  -  Church 
organizations  ground  the  nation  arp 
gearing  up  to  help  the  U.S.  government 
legalize  the  status  of  millions  of 
undocumented  aliens. 

The  giant  amnesty  program  for  illegal 
aliens  would  swing  into  action  upon 
passage  of  the  Simpson/Mazzoli  immi¬ 
gration  bill  now  before  Congress.  Passage 
is  expected  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Thousands  of  volunteers  will  be  needed 
to  help  counsel  the  aliens,  says  Michael 
Myers  who  works  on  immigration  issues 
in  the  capital  for  Church  World  Service, 
the  refugeee  and  rehabilitation  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ. 

Church  organizations  will  act  as  a  kind 
of  buffer,  he  explains.  Undocumented 
persons  would  be  able  to  come  to  church 
CQunselors  to  find  if  they  qualify  for 
legalization  without  fear  that  they  then 
would  be  deported  if  it  were  determined 
they  do  not  qualify. 

The  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  “categorically” 
made  it  clear  at  a  May  26-27  meeting 
here  that  church  groups  will  not  be 


1  Church  agencies  gearing  up 
for  expected  illegal  alien  measure 


obligated  to  report  the  names  of  people 
who  come  for  counseling,  Mr.  Myers  says. 

That  cleared  the  last  obstacle  for 
churches  to  go  ahead  and  make 
contingency  plans,  he  says. 

Church  volunteer  counselors  would  be 
trained  by  the  immigration  service  but 
Church  World  Service  has  been  asked  to 
assist  in  the  training,  too.  Counselors 
would  fill  out  preliminary  paperwork. 

U.S.  immigration  officials  eagerly  are 
soliciting  the  churches’  help  because  the 
government  doesn’t  have  nearly  enough 
staff  to  process  the  aliens  during  the  12- 
month  amnesty  period  expected  to  be 
designated  in  the  final  legislation,  Mr. 
Myers  says. 

Estimates  of  the  number  of  illegal 
aliens  who  may  qualify  for  permanent 
resident  status  under  the  proposed  bill 
range  from  3  million  to  10  million. 

Immigration  officials  called  the  May 


26-27  meeting  and  received  indications 
for  assistance  from  a  number  of  unions 
and  from  the  Lutheran  Immigration  and 
Refugee  Service,  the  U.S.  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference,  World  Relief  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals  and  Church 
World  Service,  according  to  Mr.  Myers. 

Kenlynn  K.  Schroeder,  West  Coast 
representative  for  Church  World 
Service,  says  she  has  surveyed  some  50 
“ecumenically  funded  projects”  around 
the  country  that  have  dealt  with 
immigration  and  refugee  issues  in  the 
past.  She  says  nearly  all  indicate  a 
willingness  to  help  with  the  legalization 
program. 

Amnesty  for  persons  who  entered  this 
country  illegally  has  been  sought  for 
some  time  by  various  agencies  of  the 
UMC  and  other  denominations  in  Church 
World  Service. 

They  have  contended  that  illegal  aliens 


constitute  a  sub-class  that  can  easily  be 
exploited.  They  have  said  it  is  unfair  to 
make  aliens  live  in  fear  of  deportation 
when  they  were,  in  a  sense,  invited  to  this 
country  by  weak  enforcement  of 
immigration  laws. 

Mr.  Myers  says  the  Simpson/Mazzoli 
bill  represents  two  main  groups  of  people 
—  those  who  want  amnesty  for  aliens 
already  here  and  those  who  want  strong 
new  enforcement  provisions  to  curtail 
the  number  of  aliens  that  continue  to 
cross  the  borders  illegally. 

Neither  group  could  get  Congressional 
approval  of  its  aim  without  addressing  the 
aim  of  the  other  group,  Mr.  Myers  says, 
says. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Boards 
of  Church  and  Society  and  of  Global 
Ministries  are  opposing  passage  of  the 
bill  based  on  actions  taken  by  their 
directors  this  spring.  The  directors 
decided  the  potential  for  discrimination 
posed  by  the  enforcement  provisions 
negate  the  value  of  other  parts  of  the  bill 
with  which  they  agree. 

Groups  desiring  advice  on  how  to  help 
with  the  legalization  process  may 
contact  Church  World  Service  at  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  N.Y.  N.Y.  10115. 


Biblical  undergirding  central 

Evangelicals  study  peacemaking 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

PASADENA,  Calif.  —  Pacifists, 
nuclear  freeze  enthusiasts,  military 
personnel  and  even  a  disgruntled  heckler 
were  heard  here  at  a  conference  on  the 
church  and  peacemaking  attended  by 
1,400  Bible-bearing  Christians. 

Four  days  later,  the  Christians  left 
here  with  no  pat  answers,  but  with  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  biblical 
basis  for  such  varied  Christian  beliefs  as 
pacifism,  “just  wars,”  obedience  to 
governmental  authority  and  a  nuclear 
freeze. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  —  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here  — 
was  “the  church  and  peacemaking  in  the 
nuclear  age.”  The  purpose,  said  Dr. 
David  Allan  Hubbard,  president  of  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary,  was  to 
disentangle  a  mishmash  of  slogans, 
political  rantings  and  misunderstandings 
which  have  come  to  be  called  the  “peace 
movement.” 

Instead,  he  said,  Christians  of  all 
leanings  must  begin  to  unite  at 
conferences  like  this  one  to  look  at  the 
complexity  of  peacemaking  and  to  find 
ways  for  individuals  and  communities  of 
faith  to  plug  in.  Thus,  the  conference  invit- 
ed  aiWide  spectrum  of  viewpoints,  he  said. 

jiiiq  "Ht  ;.. 

Charity,  patience  required 

“Can  we  agree  that  more  than  one 
Christian  approach  may  be  possible  in 
the  quest  for  peace?”  he  asked,  adding 
that  “charity  and  patience  are  necessary 
to  foster  Christian  unity.” 

Among  the  topics  discussed  were : 

•  Pacifism,  which  many  Christians 
believe  is  supported  by  biblical  texts 
such  as  Romans  12,  John  8  and  the 
Beatitudes; 

•  “Just  war”  doctrine  based  on 
Romans  13,  and  the  Gospel  mandate  to 
obey  the  government  as  an  agent  of  God ; 

•  The  call  for  a  freeze  on  nuclear 
weapons  production  leading  to  the 
possible  reduction  in  nuclear  arms,  and ; 

•  The  economic  and  social  implications 
of  the  arms  race. 

The  conferees,  mostly  white  and  under 
40,  listened  enthusiastically  to  even  the 
most  extreme  views  presented. 
However,  they  reserved  their  standing 
ovation  for  one  man  —  Jim  Wallis  of  the 
Sojourners  community  in  Washington, 
who  had  been  released  from  jail  to  attend 
the  final  evening  session  of  the 
conference.  He  and  241  other  Christians 
had  been  arrested  on  the  Monday  after 
Pentecost  Sunday  during  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  opposing  funding  for  the  MX  missile. 
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“We  are  reaching  a  time  of 
unparalleled  crisis  when  traditional 
political  channels  alone  will  not  be 
enough  to  stop  the  arms  race,”  Mr. 
Wallis  said. 

In  a  scathing  analysis  of  the  race 
between  the  superpowers,  Mr.  Wallis 
accused  the  U.S.  and  Soviet  governments 
of  ignoring  the  pleas  of  their  citizens  to 
end  the  nuclear  threat  before  it  is  too  late. 

“The  American  people  in  record 
numbers  have  opposed  this  arms  race,” 
he  said.  “The  peace  movement  is 
different  than  any  other  because  the 
churches  around  the  world  are  leading 
the  way,  and  are  not  just  waiting  to  jump 
on  a  political  bandwagon. 

“The  masses  are  looking  to  us  for 
unity.  Only  a  disciplined  movement 
rooted  in  prayer  and  faith  has  a  chance  of 
moving  the  hearts  and  minds  of  our 
legislators,”  he  said. 

Non-violent  defense  suggested 

His  views  were  underlined  by  Dr. 
Ronald  Sider,  president  of  Evangelicals 
for  Social  Action,  who  stunned  the 
participants  with  a  proposal  to  dismantle 
the  U.S.  military  complex  entirely. 

Instead,  he  proposed  a  civilian-based 
defense  modeled  after  Gandhi’s  concept 
of  nonyiolent  non-cooperation. 

He  referred  to  several  Bible  texts 
including  Romans  12:10-21,  “Do  not  be 
overcome  by  evil  but  overcome  evil  by 
good.  (RSV)”  Dr.  Sider  suggested  doing 
away  with  military  defense,  and  using  a 
corps  of  trained  civilians  armed  only 
with  prayer  and  faith. 

"I’m  not  talking  about  not  fighting 
back,  but  fighting  with  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ  instead  of  weapons,”  Dr.  Sider 
said. 

In  his  workshop  —  one  of  more  than  100 
sessions  offered  during  the  conference  — 
Dr.  Sider  further  explained  that,  although 
he  doubted  the  Soviets  would  ever  attack 
the  U.S.,  the  nation  could  defend  itself 
through  nonviolent  means. 

“We  would  meet  them  at  the  shores,  on 
our  knees,  praying  for  them  but  standing 
together  and  vowing  not  to  cooperate 
with  any  of  their  orders.  It  might  cost 
lives,  but  not  nearly  so  many  as  in  a 
nuclear  war.  The  way  of  the  Cross  has 
always  meant  sacrifice,”  Dr.  Sider  said. 

Although  the  pacifist  and  anti-war 
sentiments  seemed,  at  times,  to 
dominate  the  conversation,  supporters  of 
“strong  national  defense”  also  got  a 


DEUTERONOMY  30:19  —  “Choose 
life  so  that  your  children  may  live.”  The 
Bible  verse  and  illustration,  above,  of 
praying  hands  and  a  dove  of  peace  is  a 
symbol  of  the  “Religious  Call  to  Action" 
—  challenging  church  people  to  work  for 
peace  —  through  an  intensive  campaign 
of  prayer,  education,  demonstrations 
and  witness  throughout  the  U.S.  and  in 
Europe. 
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hearing.  The  Rev.  Ed  Robb,  a  United 
Methodist  evangelist  and  president  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy, 
warned  Christians  to  weigh  the  costs  of 
peace  without  strength. 

“What  kind  of  peace  are  we  seeking?” 
he  asked,  adding  that  more  people  have 
been  killed  in  Southeast  Asia  since  the 
withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops  than  during 
U.S.  involvement.  “This  was  the  kind  of 
peace  brought  to  us  by  the  anti-war 
movement.” 

Peace  churches  rapped 
Dr.  Robb  criticized  “peace  churches” 
(commonly  known  to  include  Brethren, 
Mennonites  and  Quakers)  as  having  been 
“heavily  influenced  by  the  New  Left. 

“They  have  not  had  the  responsibility 
of  diplomacy  and  government.  In  the 


mainstream  of  Christianity,  pacifism  has 
never  been  a  major  teaching,”  he  said. 

Arguing  for  peace  through  a  strong 
military,  he  said,  “The  Japanese 
attacked  Pearl  Harbor  because  we  were 
not  ready,  and  Argentina  attacked  Great 
Britain  because  of  the  heavy  anti-war 
emphasis  in  that  country.  ” 

A  “middle-of-the-road”  view  was 
presented  by  supporters  of  the  centuries- 
old  “just  war”  doctrine.  Richard  Mouw 
of  Calvin  College  explained  that 
governments  have  biblical  authority  to 
use  force  defensively  against  external 
enemies  and  to  strike  down  oppressors  to 
defend  the  innocent.  But,  he  said,  there 
are  limits  to  circumstances  and  degree 
of  violence  that  can  be  morally  justified. 
For  example,  it  is  never  permissible 
under  “just  war”  doctrine  intentionally 
to  kill  non-combattants. 

Further,  he  said,  nuclear  weapons 
cannot  be  considered  valid  weapons 
according  to  just  war  doctrine  because 
such  unbridled  violence  kills  indis¬ 
criminately  “a  just  war  must  reduce  the 
amount  of  violence  and  suffering  of  the 
world,”  Dr.  Mouw  said. 

‘Not  defense  but  suicide’ 

A  political  view  of  “nuclear 
morality”was  presented  by  Sen.  William 
Armstrong,  a  Lutheran  layman  from 
Colorado.  The  Republican  senator, 
although  in  favor  of  a  strong  national 
defense,  chided  the  current  U.S.  policy : 

“Our  nation’s  current  policy  is  based 
on  the  notion  that  if  the  Soviets  attack  us 
and  kill  our  population,  our  weapons, 
aimed  at  their  cities,  will  also  kill  most  of 
them,”  he  explained. 

In  order  to  provide  “a  real  defense”  in 
case  of  nuclear  attack,  Sen.  Armstrong 
proposed  building  non-nuclear  defensive 
weapons  which  would  destroy  atomic 
missiles  en  route  from  the  Soviet  Union 
without  costing  any  lives.  He  said  that 
experiments  with  such  weapons  are 
underway  and  that  U.S.  Christians 
should  urge  policymakers  to  support 
their  production  and  use. 

Conferees  included  clergy  and  laity 
from  34  states,  as  well  as  the  Philippines, 
Canada  and  Germany.  The  conference, 
sparked  by  an  idea  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  was  pulled  together  by  a 
coalition  of  18  groups  including  the 
seminary,  Calvin  College,  Evangelicals 
for  Social  Action,  Sojourners  and  Youth 
For  Christ. 


‘Repentance  of  racism’  urged 

Poor  said  ‘pawns’  of  arms  race 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PASADENA,  Calif.  —  The  arms  race  is 
part  of  the  ongoing,  “top  down 
manipulation  of  the  poor  in  the  world," 
asserted  a  black  evangelism  leader 
during  a  conference  for  Christian 
peacemakers  here  last  week. 

Dr.  Bill  Pannell,  a  United  Methodist 
professor  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  and  other  speakers  issued  a 
blistering  indictment  against  both  the 
U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union  for  “using  dark 
people  as  pawns.” 

“The  real  issue  in  the  nuclear  standoff 
is  economic  exploitation,”  he  continued. 
Dr.  Pannell,  one  of  only  three  black 
church  leaders  at  the  conference  on  the 
church  and  peacemaking,  accused  both 
world  powers  of  favoring  military 
spending  over  providing  the  basic 
necessities  for  the  poor  and  oppressed. 

He  said  this  top  down  manipulation  of 
the  poor  is  just  the  reverse  of  the  biblical 
mandate  that  Christians  view  the  world 
from  “the  bottom  up”  through  the  eyes  of 
Third  World  people  and  the  poor. 

“The  true  hostages  in  this  crisis  are 
those  people  of  color  in  whose  backyards 
the  wars  are  fought  to  keep  the  fat  cats 
fat,”  he  added  to  lively  applause. 

“The  superpowers  —  governed  by 
white  officials  —  are  very  careful  not  to 
fight  each  other  on  home  turf,  but  they 
are  fighting  ‘colored’  folks  all  over  the 


world,”  Dr.  Pannell  concluded. 

Jim  Wallis,  who  leads  the  Sojourners 
evangelical  community  in  Washington, 
continued  with  a  hard-hitting,  “non¬ 
white  vs.  white”view  of  the  arms  race. 
Mr.  Wallis  is  white. 

“This  nuclear  arms  race  is  nothing 
more  than  organized  theft  from  poor 
people,  from  non-white  people."  he  said. 

“Although  the  U.S.  domestic  policies 
are  very  humane  by  comparison,  the 
foreign  policies  of  both  superpowers 
have  been  aggressive,”  Mr.  Wallis  said. 
“That  view  is  hard  for  Americans  to 
accept.  I  say  there  is  no  difference 
between  what  the  Soviets  are  doing  in 
Afghanistan  and  what  we’re  doing  right 
now  in  El  Salvador.” 

He  and  other  speakers  called  for 


“repentance  of  racism”  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  encouraged  a  more  positive 
view  of  the  people  in  the  Soviet  Union  as 
“children  of  God.” 

Barbara  Williams-Skinner  related  her 
own  struggle  to  shed  her  hatred  of  white 
people  during  the  civil  rights  movement 
to  the  need  for  reconciliation  today 
among  Christians  and  between  the 
superpowers.  “Sometimes  the  oppressed 
become  bigger  haters  than  the 
oppressor,"  she  told  the  crowd. 

“We  are  all  sinners  in  God’s  eyes  and 
instead  of  pointing  our  fingers,  we  need 
to  try  to, find  a  common  ground  for 
repentance.  We  may  not  like  it,  but  God 
doesn’t  ask  us  what  we  think.  God  has 
told  us  to  love  one  another.” 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


People  in  the  news 
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Winner  is  critic 

In  accepting  the  Templeton  Prize  for  his  religious 
contributions,  Soviet  writer  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn,  who  now 
lives  in  the  U.S.,  warned  that  the  “entire  20th  century  is 
(being)  sucked  into  the  vortex  of  atheism  and  destruction.”  He 
criticized  evangelist  Billy  Graham,  an  earlier  Templeton 
winner,  for  lending  “public  support  to  communist  lies.”  He 
said  many  Western  peace  movements  are  influenced  by 
communism,  and  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches  seems  to 
“care  more  for  the  success  of  revolutionary  movements  in  the 
Third  World  while  remaining  blind  and  deaf  to  the  persecution 
of  religion  where  this  is  carried  through  most  consistently,  in 
the  USSR." 

In  reply,  Dr.  Graham  said  the  writer  had  relied  on  distorted 
media  reports  of  his  words  and  actions  during  a  visit  to  the 
Soviet  Union  in  May  1982. 


Top  performers  chart 
shows  UM  faithfulness 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodists  in  some  parts  of 
the  country  are  far  more  faithful  in 
such  matters  as  attendance,  financial 
giving  or  evangelism  than  their  sister 
and  brother  members  in  the  rest  of 
the  denomination. 

Each  year,  the  Rev.  Cecil  W.  Kelley 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  annual 
conference  publishes  a  chart  which 
spotlights  those  “high  performance” 
areas. 

Using  the  latest  available  complete 
statistics  of  the  denomination’s  more 
than  39,000  congregations,  he  ranks 
the  73  U.S.  annual  conferences  in  each 
of  seven  categories  designed  to 
measure  how  well  United  Methodists 
fulfill  their  membership  vow  to  up¬ 
hold  the  church  through  their  prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service. 

Then  he  combines  the  categories  to 
give  the  conferences  an  overall 
ranking. 

In  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction, 
where  the  economic  recession  has 
been  the  most  severe  for  more  than 
three  years,  nine  of  its  14  annual 
conferences  were  among  the  top  20  of 
all  five  jurisdictions. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  had 
seven  of  the  top  20.  The  Western 
Jurisdiction  placed  three  of  its  seven. 

Most  conferences  in  the  bottom  20 
on  overall  performance  are  in  the  two 
other  jurisdictions. 

Eleven  of  the  Northeastern  Juris¬ 


diction’s  18  conferences  and  six 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s  17 
conferences  were  in  the  bottom  20. 

Like  all  statistical  methods,  this  one 
has  its  limitations  and  cannot  be 
viewed  as  an  absolute  indicator  of 
faithfulness. 

Mr.  Kelley,  a  retired  pastor, 
believes  clergy  and  lay  leaders  often 
don’t  aspire  toward  better  per¬ 
formance  because  they  aren’t  re¬ 
minded  of  how  much  better  they 
could  be  doing.  He  says  he  hopes 
leaders  will  look  to  high-performance 
conferences  for  examples  that  could 
be  copied  or  modified  for  their  own 
conferences. 

No  conference  is  without  weak 
areas,  the  chart  shows.  Often,  a 
conference  that  does  well  in  one  area 
is  near  the  bottom  of  the  list  in 
another. 

Listed  below  are  the  five  top¬ 
performing  conferences  in  each 
category,  plus  the  average  for  all  73 
conferences  and  the  figure  of  the 
lowest-performing  conference. 

They  are  based  on  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  just-released  1982  General 
Minutes  containing  local  churches’ 
reports  for  1981. 

The  full  chart  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  Kelley  by  sending  a  dollar  and  a 
stamped,  addressed  return  envelope 
to  Box  458,  R.D.  2,  Blairsville,  Pa., 
15717. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


OUTREACH 


United  Methodists  in  these  five 
conferences  were  the  most  generous 
in  the  percentage  of  their  offerings 
devoted  to  benevolences  beyond  the 


local  church  —  from  helping  to  feed 
the  hungry  to  preaching  the  Gospel 
around  the  world  to  engaging  social 
issues : 

1.  Pacific  and  Southwest  24.4% 

(S.  Calif.,  S.  Nev., 

Ariz.,  Hawaii,  Guam) 


2.  Louisiana  17.4% 

3.  South  Dakota  17.2% 

4.  Iowa  17.1% 

5.  Rod  Bird  Missionary  16.4% 

(in  Ky.) 

UMC  avorago  13.2% 

73.  Lowost  7.6% 


GIVING 

The  highest  giving  per  member  for  the  total  church  program  occurred  in  these 
conferences: 

1.  Alaska  Missionary  $  430.55  5.  Detroit  $  250.31 

2.  Pacific  and  Southwest  $  333.05 

3.  West  Michigan  $  263.80  UMC  average  $  189.28 

4.  North  Indiana  $  252.07  73.  Lowest  $  47.21 

WORSHIP 

In  five  annual  conferences,  more 
than  half  the  United  Methodists  (on 
average)  attend  the  principal  service 
of  worship  each  week,  all  were  in  the 
top  five  the  previous  year  as  well. 


1.  Puerto  Rico  69.2% 

2.  Red  Bird  Missionary  69.1% 

3.  Alaska  Missionary  56.5% 

4.  North  Dakota  54.2% 

5.  West  Michigan  54.1% 


UMC  average  37.8% 

73.  Lowest  25.2% 


CHURCH SCHOOL 


These  five  conferences  with  church  school 
attendance  in  an  average  week  amounting  to 
the  highest  percentage  of  membership  also 
ranked  high  in  worship  attendance.  All  but 
Alaska  were  on  this  honor  roll  the  previous  year. 


1.  Puerto  Rico  76.2% 

2.  Red  Bird  Missionary  55.0% 

3.  West  Virginia  36.5% 

4.  Alaska  Missionary  33.9% 

5.  Southern  Illinois  33.7% 

UMC  average  22.4% 

73.  Lowest  11.6% 


EVANGELISM 


This  category  does  not  reflect  a  net 
gain  or  loss  of  members.  Rather,  it 
shows  the  number  of  new  members 
brought  into  the  churches  as  a 
percentage  of  the  previous  year’s 
membership. 

Strong  evangelism  is  a  pattern  for 
these  conferences,  all  of  which  were 
in  the  top  five  the  previous  year. 


1.  Alaska  Missionary 

11.0% 

2.  Puerto  Rico 

10.0% 

3.  Rocky  Mountain 

7.9% 

(Colo.,  Utah,  SE  Wyo.) 

4.  Pacific  and  Southwest 

7.4% 

5.  Florida 

7.2% 

UMC  average 

4.9% 

73.  Lowest 

2.5% 

UMs  RETAINED 


United  Methodists  in  these 
conferences  are  the  most  likely  to 
stay  there.  These  five  conferences 
kept  the  highest  percentage  of  the 
persons  who  were  members  the  year 
before. 

Events  beyond  the  control  of 
congregations  —  deaths,  re-locations 
—  have  an  important  effect  on  this 
statistic.  But  how  well  the 
congregations  nurture  their  own 
members  also  is  important  in  the 
members’  decision  to  remain  a  part  of 

CLERGY 

Based  on  the  assumption  that 
strong  professional  leadership  is 
important  to  United  Methodists  and 
that  salaries  tend  to  reflect  the 
importance  attached  to  leadership, 
Mr.  Kelley  ranks  the  conferences 
according  to  the  average  salary  paid 
to  its  ministers.  The  figures  include  20 
percent  for  housing  allowance. 


the  United  Methodist  Church  as  their 
faith  community. 


1 .  Okla.  Indian  Missionary  97.9% 

2.  Red  Bird  Missionary 

94.7% 

3.  Central  New  York 

94.4% 

4.  Louisville 

94.5% 

(W.  Ky.) 

5.  Peninsula 

94.3% 

(Dela.,  E.  Md.) 

UMC  average 

94.5% 

73.  Lowest 

90.0% 

SALARY 

1.  Alaska  Missionary 

$19,400 

2.  New  Mexico 

$19,342 

3.  Central  Illinois 

$19,330 

4.  Southern  Illinois 

$10,992 

5.  Central  Texas 

$10,039 

UMC  average 

$14,270 

73.  Lowest 

$  7.000 
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Fijian  seminary  grad  is  different:  he's  not  old 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Finau  Tu’uholoaki  of 
Fiji  believes  God  has  great  plans  for  the 
Methodist  Church  in  his  country,  and  he  and  his 
wife,  Ming-Ya  Teng,  want  to  be  God's 
instruments  in  that  plan. 

Fiji,  a  group  of  300  islands  in  the  southwest 
Pacific,  is  a  relatively  new  nation.  A  former 
British  colony,  it  gained  independence  in  1970. 
Only  about  100  of  the  islands  are  inhabited  with 
a  population  between  600.000  and  700,000. 

Eighty  percent  of  all  Christians  in  Fiji  are 
Methodist.  The  church  which  began  in  1838  by 
British  missionaries,  now  has  about  180,000 
members. 

“Our  communities  are  very  church  oriented, 
but  that  is  largely  a  by-product  of  Western 
missionary  work,”  Finau  explained.  “We  are 
just  beginning  to  train  our  own  young  pastors  to 
address  social  and  spiritual  needs  in  terms  of 
our  particular  culture.” 

Finau,  34,  and  Ming-Ya,  of  Taiwan,  were 
among  the  90  graduates  from  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Perkins  School  of  Theology  here  last 
month.  The  first  Pacific  Island  student  at 
Perkins,  Finau  received  his  doctor  of  ministry 
degree;  Ming-Ya  earned  her  master  of 
theology. 


This  winter  they  will  begin  teaching  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  Institute  in  Fiji.  They 
will  be  two  of  the  youngest  Christian  leaders  in 
the  Methodist  Church  there,  Finau  said. 

“In  Fiji  the  pastorate  has  traditionally  been 
considered  impractical  for  young  people 
because  the  pay  is  low  and  much  more  tangible 
occupations  are  preferred,  such  as  doctors  and 
agriculturalists,”  Finau  told  the  Reporter.  “So, 
most  of  the  students  in  theological  school  in  my 
country  are  retired  people.” 

“One  day  in  Fiji  I  sat  on  a  ridge  and  saw  two 
elderly  students  walking  into  the  theological 
school.  I  realized  that  if  the  church  was  to  have 
more  influence  on  the  country  in  the  future, 
young  leaders  would  have  to  study  the  Bible 
and  church  teachings.  I  decided  to  go  to 
seminary,”  he  said. 

Finau  said  he  believes  the  church  is  being 
called  to  help  Fijians  deal  with  critical  social 
issues  that  have  heretofore  been  ignored.  Ming- 
Ya’s  emphasis  has  been  in  pastoral  care  and 
counseling,  an  area  which  is  needed  but  still  a 
frontier  in  Fiji,  she  said. 

Low  self-esteem  and  undereducation  are 
among  the  social  problems  facing  the 
islanders.  Conflict  between  native  Fijians  and 
the  Indians  who  have  immigrated  to  the  islands 
has  al«n  intensified  in  the  struggle  for  control  of 


the  land  and  resources  (Indians  represent 
about  half  of  the  population) . 

Environmental  issues,  particularly  weapons 
testing  and  nuclear  waste  disposal,  are  areas 
Christians  must  come  to  grips  with,  Finau  said. 
“Many  of  our  church  people  refuse  to  examine 
the  issues  because  they  do  not  want  to  believe 
that  our  Western  allies  would  do  anything  to 
harm  us,”  he  said.  “We  must  be  prayerful  —  a 
part  of  the  world  community  of  Christianity  — 
but  we  must  also  teach  people  how  to  address 
issues  from  an  active  Christian  perspective,” 
he  said. 

Finau  entered  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  at  age  19,  despite  protests  from  teachers 
and  advisers.  He  was  later  assigned  to  the 
Indian  Mission  in  Suva  and  then  the  Lautoka 
Circuit. 

He  applied  for  admission  at  Perkins  in  1978, 
and  officials  of  the  Fiji  Methodist  Conference 
applied  for  a  Crusade  Scholarship  for  Finau 
through  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  funds  come  from  World 
Communion  Day  offerings.  This  year  82  U.S. 
ethnic  minority  and  seven  international 
students  will  receive  Crusade  Scholarships  for 
leadership  development. 

In  1979,  he  moved  to  Dallas.  Within  three 
days  he  met  Ming-Ya. 


Ming-Ya  had  worked  as  a  youth  counselor  at 
the  YWCA  in  Taiwan  after  she  graduated  from 
Tung-Hai  University.  In  1972,  her  parents 
moved  to  Brazil  and  the  family  became 
mushroom  farmers,  and  later  bought  a  flower 
shop.  Ming-Ya  worked  there  for  a  while,  but 
still  felt  a  strong  calling  into  pastoral  care. 

“My  work  at  the  YWCA  had  given  me  an 
insight  into  what  an  investment  we  have  in  the 
mental  and  spiritual  well-being  of  young  people 
in  our  countries.  I  wanted  to  learn  more  and 
then  return  to  Asia  and  the  Pacific  to  help  other 
young  people  grow  spiritually.” 

When  she  and  Finau  first  met  Ming-Ya  said, 
“We  were  just  friends.”  However,  their  rela¬ 
tionship  grew  and  they  married  in  the  fall  of 
1981.  They  now  have  a  2^-month-old  daughter, 
Zenata. 

The  couple  said  they  will  miss  their  friends, 
but  they  have  never  considered  staying  in  the 
United  States.  “My  conference  sent  me  here  to 
learn  all  I  could  about  the  church’s  teachings 
and  history.  And  now  they  really  need  us,”  he 
said. 

“It  would  be  a  kind  of  betrayal  not  to  go  back 
and  share  what  God  has  taught  us  in  our  stay 
here.  I  really  believe  God  plans  great  things  for 
our  people  through  students  like  us." 
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Finau  Tu’uholoaki  and  Ming-Ya  Teng 


Call  issued 
to  revitalize 
young  adults 

DENTON,  Texas  (UMNS)  —  Young 
adults  attending  a  national  consultation 
here  recently  called  on  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  “resurrect  the  energy, 
excitement  and  vitality”  needed  to  at¬ 
tract  persons  from  the  18  to  35  age  group. 

The  50  participants  also  recommended 
the  creation  of  a  national  young  adult 
organization  "to  provide  a  legislative 
voice  and  empower  young  adults”  in  the 
church. 

The  consultation  spent  four  days 
assessing  needs,  reviewing  research 
information  and  recommending 
measures  to  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  other  national  program 
bodies,  and  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Richard  Hunt,  professor  of  psychology 
at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
reported  on  research  he  conducted  which 
identified  young  adult  needs  as  “love, 
companionship,  development  of  a 
personal  faith,  and  the  need  to  know 
more  about  the  Bible  and  the  Christian 
faith.”  The  study  was  made  at  the 
request  of  the  task  force  which  planned 
the  consultation. 

The  1980  General  Conference 
authorized  the  consultation  to  “evaluate 
the  state  of  young  adult  ministries, 
explore  factors  contributing  to  the 
decline  of  young  adult  participation, 
identify  young  adult  needs  and 
aspirations,  develop  and  consider 
possibilities  for  enhancing  young  adult 
ministries  at  all  levels  of  the  church, 
including  the  possibility  of  the 
establishment  of  a  national  young  adult 
organization,  and  to  make  recommen¬ 
dations  regarding  effective  young  adult 
ministry  at  all  levels  of  the  church.” 


Intervention  ‘runs  counter'1  to  people 

Missioners  criticize  U.S, 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Blind  ad  $1  00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherw  ise  approved  in 
advance 

WANT  TO  EMPLOY  Director  of  Programs,  hirst 
United  Methodist  Church.  Georgetown.  Texas,  to 
develop/coordinate  programs  for  all  age  groups^ 
Salary  package  negotiable  base d  on 
education/experience.  Contact  Dr 

Brightwell.  P.0  Box  6224.  Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown.  TX  78626  1 512 1  863-1581 

FOR  SALE:  10  upholstered  pews,  Liturgical  Red, 
walnut.  20  pc’s,  12’  each.  For  information  contact 
Herbert  Hart,  Park  Place  UMC,  3827  Broadway, 
Houston,  TX  77017 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  willing  to  re-locate,  prefer 
South  or  Southwest,  masters  degree  and  experience 
Resume  available  Send  inquiries  to  P.0  Box  875. 
Murphysboro,  IL  62966 

WANTED  ONE  FREE-STANDING  baptismal  font, 

vintage  1900.  Riceville  Methodist  Church.  Rt.  1. 
Larksong  Ln.,  Riceville.  TN  37370. 

PASTOR'S  ASSOCIATE.  Lakewood  UMC.  Erie,  Pa 
Help  Senior  Pastor  with  visitations,  programming 
(adult,  youth,  children,  singles),  and  Christian 
Outreach  projects.  Send  resume  to  William  Kelly. 
Lakewood  UMC,  3856  West  10th  St.,  Erie.  PA  16505 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  bv 

F  D  I  C  Return  of  one-half  of  one  percent  above  the 
prevailing  market  Liquidity:  yearly  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000  Maximum  per  person;  $100,000.  Max¬ 
imum  Length  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten  years 
Contact:  Mr  Smith  Thomasson,  Westview  National 
Bank,  Box  7554.  Waco.  TX  76714  or  Rev  Richard  M 
Freeman.  Box  7736.  Waco,  TX  76714-7736. 

YOUTH/ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  wanted  for  an 
established  and  growing  conservative  evangelical 
United  Methodist  Church  of  over  1.000  members  in 
the  Dallas-Metroplex  area.  Salary  negotiable  Send 
resume  to  St  Philip's  UMC.  3717  Broadway.  Garland, 
TX  75043,  12141271-9565  > 

DIRECTOR:  YOUTH  AND  EVANGELISM  -  work 

with  downtown  church.  Need  energetic  person  to 
develop  strong  jrogram  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  and  Bachelor's  Degree  desirable  Send 
resume,  and  picture  and  brief  statwnent  concerning 
your  commitment  to  this  kind  of  ministry  to  Mr. 
Richard  Simmons,  P.0  Box  1156,  West  Palm  Beach, 
FL  33402 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  foi  the  Pastor, 

Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware  Specifications  $1  00  Exodus  Computing. 
1326A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2646 

LARGE  FAMILY  TREE  FORM.  Easy  to  complete, 
excellent  layout,  suitable  for  wall  framing,  white  or 
antique  parchment.  Send  $7.50  to  BL  Enterprises. 
9640  New  Bethel  Rd  ,  Millington.  TN  38053. 

YOUTH /CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director 
wanted  B  A  Degree  or  2  years  experience,  Salary 
negotiable  Position  open  August  15.  1983  Send 
resume  or  inquiry  to  Faith  United  Methodist  Church, 
710  8th  Street,  Farmington.  MN  55024  or  call  (612) 
460-6110 

SUMMER  RENTALS.  Incomparable  View,  North 
Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska/Waynes- 
ville  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week, 
$400  month  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynes- 
ville.  NC  28786,  '704  )  627-6067 

PEW  CUSHIONS  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc ...  P  O  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 

‘OPEN:  POSITION  OF  MILWAUKEE  DISTRICT 

Director  of  Urban  Strategy  :  the  Primary  Task  is  to 
develop  an  Urban  Strategy  for  the  Milwaukee 
District  Council  on  Ministries  and  develop  a  district- 
wide  project  For  further  information,  salary,  job 
description  and  application  form  write  to  Milwaukee 
District  Office  of  the  UMC.  2001  West  Capitol  Drive, 
Milwaukee.  WI  53206  or  telephone  (414  )  444-1130. 
Application  deadline  June  15, 1983 

Susanna  talks  of  Wesley  boys 

COCHRANVILLE,  Pa.  —  Susanna  Wesley  visited  with  children,  youth  and  adults  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  here  recently  and  spoke  about  the  life  and  times  of  John 
and  Charles,  her  sons. 

The  visit  was  part  of  the  church’s  Heritage  Sunday  celebration  which  set  out  to 
develop  appreciation  for  the  United  Methodist  heritage  and  to  better  understand  the 
connectional  system. 

Susanna  was  portrayed  by  Carole  Adams,  co-chairperson  of  the  education  work 
area.  The  child  was  Melissa,  the  8-day  old  daughter  of  Eleanor  and  Maurice 
Alexander. 

EASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  PHOTO 


the  church  today 


Hispanics  expand  ministry 
in  the  North  Central  region 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  Four  new 
Hispanic  ministries  have  been  started  in 
United  Methodism’s  nine-state  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  in  the  past  two 
years,  more  than  330  Hispanic  persons 
have  been  brought  together  for  training 
and  camping  events,  and  eight  Hispanics 
have  been  challenged  to  enter  the 
ordained  ministry,  reports  the  Hispanic 
Task  Force. 

Full-time  Hispanic  ministries  have 
been  started  in  Indianapolis,  Milwaukee, 
Toledo,  and  East  Chicago.  The  task  force 
said  it  has  given  guidance  and  consul¬ 
tation  to  conferences  which  “have 
been  intentional  about  creating  Hispanic 
ministries  in  their  respective  areas.” 
Other  potential  ministry  sites  the  task 
force  has  identified  for  Hispanic 
ministries  include  Madison,  Wis.;  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.;  Holland,  Mich.;  Dayton- 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Joliet,  Ill. 

Children’s  home  hopes 
to  locate  alumni 

GREENEVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Holston 
United  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  a 
regional  child  care  agency  established 
here  in  1895  has  begun  a  campaign 
throughout  the  United  States  to  locate 
some  4,000  former  residents  and  staff 
who  are  alumni  of  the  Home. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Broyles,  a  former 
resident  of  the  Home  when  it  was  an 
orphanage,  is  chairing  the  drive  to  locate 
“missing"  alumni  and  encourage  them 
to  join  a  recently  formed  national  alumni 
association. 

The  first  program  is  a  homecoming 
celebration  scheduled  in  Greeneville  on 
July  2-3,  1983,  at  the  Home.  All  former 
residents,  former  staff  members,  and 
former  foster  and  adoptive  parents  are 
invited. 

Alumni  and  persons  who  may  know  of 
former  residents  of  the  Home  are  invited 
to  send  their  name  and  address  to: 
Holston  Home  Alumni,  P.  O.  Box  188, 
Greeneville,  TN  37744. 

London  Methodists  celebrate 
Aldersgate  Sunday 

LONDON  (MCPS)  —  An  Anglican 
priest,  a  Moravian  bishop  and  two 


Methodist  ministers  concelebrated  an 
open  air  communion  before  the  Wesley 
Memorial  on  the  concourse  of  the 
Museum  of  London  May  22. 

They  were  taking  part  in  the  annual 
Aldersgate  Sunday  service.  This 
commemorates  the  meeting  in 
Aldersgate  Street  on  May  24,  1738,  at 
which  Wesley  had  the  religious 
experience  which  directed  his  life’s 
work.  An  Anglican  priest  whose 
movement  eventually  became  the 
Methodist  Church,  he  had  been  deeply 
influenced  by  the  Moravians. 

UMs  among  Christians 
arrested  after  peace  prayer 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  At  least  five 
United  Methodists  were  among  242 
Christians  who  were  arrested  in 
Washington  May  23  after  they  had 
prayed  for  peace  in  the  rotunda  of  the 
nation’s  capitol. 

They  were  but  the  most  visible  of 
hundreds  of  United  Methodists  who 
joined  ecumenical  “Peace  with  Justice’’ 
observances  across  the  country  during 
the  week  of  May  23-29. 

The  witness  in  the  rotunda  climaxed 
two  days  of  Peace  Pentecost  activities 
sponsored  by  Sojourners  magazine  that 
drew  3,000  persons  from  around  the 
nation.  They  attended  an  ecumenical 
service  at  Washington  Cathedral  Sunday 
night  and  marched  to  the  Capitol  next 
day  for  a  rally  on  the  steps  and  address 
by  Rev.  Walter  Fauntroy,  District  of 
Columbia  representative  in  Congress. 

Then  242  people  went  inside  to  pray  for 
peace  and  voice  their  opposition  to 
nuclear  weapons  at  the  very  moment 
when  Congress  was  debating  funds  for 
MX  missiles. 

In  the  group  arrested  were  Alice  Trost 
of  Troy,  N.Y.,  field  representative  in  the 
Mission  Education  Cultivation  Program 
Department  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries;  the  Rev.  William  A. 
(Bill)  Kellerman,  peace  activist  on  the 
staff  of  Cass  Community  Church, 
Detroit;  the  Rev.  Christine  Elliott  of 
Brockton,  Mass.,  coordinator  of  the 
Peace  with  Justice  program  of  Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference;  and 
two  Drew  Seminary  students  —  Mike 
Mather  and  Meredith  Dean. 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 
United  Methodist  missionaries  are 
among  the  American  Protestant  and 
Catholic  missionaries  who  during  the 
past  month  have  criticized  U.S. 
intervention  in  Central  American  affairs. 

Twenty-two  of  the  37  United  Methodist 
missionaries  serving  in  Brazil  May  31 
signed  a  statement  drawn  up  during  a 
retreat  at  Piracicaba  which  said : 

“We  who  have  grown  to  love  the  people 
of  Latin  America,  who  have  seen  their 
desire  for  self-determination,  are  deeply 
disturbed  by  U.S.  policies  that  run 
counter  to  these  aspirations,  being  based 
primarily  on  economic,  military  and 
ideological  concerns. 

“We  are  saddened,”  the  statement 
continues,  “by  the  lack  of  understanding 
of  the  fundamental  realities  of  Latin 
America  by  many  (North)  Americans, 
and  the  corruptive  influence  of  the 
world’s  most  powerful  nation  in  relation 
to  the  weaker  countries  to  the  south.” 

Bishops  asked  to  ‘lead’ 

The  missionaries  requested  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  to  exercise 
“a  stronger  leadership  role  in  regard  to 
these  issues.”  They  also  asked  churches 
who  provide  their  support  to  understand 
“the  Christian  and  democratic 
implications  of  the  conflicts  now  taking 
place,  respecting  the  right  of  the 
majority  who  have  historically  been 
downtrodden  to  construct  a  society  that 
more  adequately  responds  to  their  basic 
needs.” 

In  an  earlier  open  letter,  nearly  50 
American  Protestant  and  Catholic 
missionaries  in  Nicaragua  charged  that 
U.S.-backed  rebels  in  the  country  are 
killing  the  poor. 

Among  the  signers  of  that  letter, 
datelined  Managua,  April  29,  were 
Howard  and  Peggy  Heiner,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  assigned  to  Church 
World  Service  to  work  with  the 
Evangelical  Committee  for  Aid  to 
Development  (CEPAD)  in  Nicaragua. 
They  had  previously  served  in  Chile, 
Bolivia  and  most  recently  in  Somalia  in 
the  Ali  Matan  Refugee  Camp. 

The  letter  denounced  President 
Reagan’s  recent  appeal  to  Congress  for 
support  of  his  policies  in  Central 
America  and  especially  U.S.  covert  aid 
to  guerrillas  fighting  the  Marxist 
Sandinist  government. 

“We  have  seen  tobacco  fields  burned, 
young  volunteers  in  the  coffee  harvest 
shot  and  killed,  delegates  of  the  Word 
(Christian  lay  leaders)  picked  out  for 
torture  and  death.  We  have  taken 
shrapnel  out  of  the  heads  of  babies  — 
from  mortar  shells  launched  from 
Honduran  territory,”  they  said  in  the 
letter  released  in  Washington  through 
the  Central  American  Historical 
Institute,  which  is  affiliated  with  a  pro- 
Sandinist  Jesuit  group  in  Nicaragua. 

The  missionaries  said  Mr.  Reagan  had 
presented  a  “distorted”  view  of  the 
Central  American  reality  to  the 
American  people.  “We  feel  the  president 
did  not  address  the  real  causes  of  the 
conflict,"  they  said,  while  praising  Sen. 
Christopher  Dodd  (D-Conn.)  for  his 
response  to  the  president  that  instability 
and  revolutionary  movements  in  the 
region  are  caused  by  oppression  and 
social  injustice,  not  external  communist 
intervention. 

They  also  denied  there  was 
“systematic  repression”  in  Nicaragua, 
while  acknowledging  the  left-wing 
government  has  made  "mistakes.”  They 
also  praised  American  Protestant  and 
Catholic  leaders  for  opposing  U.S. 
intervention  in  Nicaragua. 

The  American  missionaries  said  in 
their  letter,  “As  religious  workers  in 
Nicaragua,  we  have  found  that  we  are 
free  -  and  encouraged  -  to  exercise  the 
preferential  option  for  the  poor  stressed 
by  the  Latin  American  bishops  at 
Medellin  and  Puebla. 

“We  do  not  deny  problems,  nor 
mistakes,"  they  said  in  a  reference  to 
Sandinist  crackdown  on  dissent.  “But  we 
must  not  confuse  errors  with  systematic 
repression.  We  know  repression.  In  other 
Central  American  countries,  we  have  all 
lost  friends  and  co-religious  who  were 
killed  by  U.S.-backed  military  or 
paramilitary  forces  for  their  work  with 
the  poor.” 

Signers  of  the  letter  included 


representatives  of  seven  national 
Protestant  groups  in  the  United  States 
and  21  Catholic  religious  orders. 

Another  protest  from  Nicaragua  came 
from  the  general  assembly  of  CEPAD, 
the  evangelical  and  ecumenical  relief 
and  development  agency  there.  The 
assembly  sent  a  “pastoral  letter”  to 
Christians  in  the  U.S.  and  throughout  the 
world. 

The  letter  speaks  of  “persecution, 
kidnapping,  rape  and  assassination" 
because  of  the  “atrocities  committed  by 
the  counterrevolutionaries  .  .  .  clearly 
trained  and  financed’’  by  the  U.S. 
government. 


The  assembly  asks  U.S.  churches  to 
“intercede  before  your  government  on 
our  behalf,  that  it  might  halt  the 
undeclared  war  it  is  making  against  the 
Nicaraguan  people.” 

Actions  recommended 

The  UMC  missionaries  in  Brazil  and 
the  American  missionaries  in  Nicaragua 
encouraged  “those  of  like  mind”  to  work 
for  a  similar  set  of  objectives: 

•  An  end  to  U.S.  military  aid  and 
intervention  in  Central  America,  as  well 
as  all  other  foreign  intervention  that 


offers  an  excuse  for  American 
escalation; 

•  Cessation  of  U.S.  covert  and 
destabilizing  influences  in  Nicaragua  ; 

•  Support  for  a  negotiated  solution  to 
the  conflict  in  El  Salvador  and  between 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua,  with  the 
involvement  of  all  parties  ; 

•  Multilateral  humanitarian  assistance 
to  the  poor  and  marginalized  in  these 
countries. 

According  to  a  political  analysis  in  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor,  recent 
developments  in  Washington  suggest  the 
administration  “gives  every  appearance 
of  clearing  the  decks  for  a  deepening  — 
and  potentially  dangerous  —  involve¬ 
ment  in  Central  America.” 

Writes  Latin  America  correspondent 
James  Nelson  Goodsell,  “There  is  now 
little  likelihood  that  Washington  will 
support  negotiations  of  any  sort  in  the 
Salvadorean  civil  war  between  leftist 
guerrillas  and  the  embattled  Salvadoran 
government. 

Mr.  Goodsell  says  actions  backing  up 
this  assessment  are  the  removal  of 
Thomas  O.  Enders  as  the  State 
Department’s  top  policymaker  on  Latin 
America,  the  announcement  of  more 
military  advisers  being  dispatched  in; 
June  to  train  Salvadoran  soldiers  and 
issuance  of  a  document  that  argues  that 
Cuba,  Nicaragua,  and  leftist  guerrillas  in 
El  Salvador  are  coordinating  plans  to 
increase  terrorism  in  Central  America. 

The  missionaries  in  Brazil  said  they 
recognized  the  "risks  and  sacrifices” 
local  churches  have  made  to  give  refuge 
and  asylum  to  those  fleeing  violence  in 
Central  America.  They  said  they  were 
heartened  by  the  growing  number  of 
voices  speaking  out  in  Congress,  the 
media,  in  the  church  and  on  university 
campuses. 


What  do  church  leaders  think  about  their 
United  Methodist  Reporter  local  church  editions? 


“I  think  that  a  local  edition  is  one  of  the  best  things  that 
can  happen  to  a  church!  Our  giving  has  increased, 
there  is  a  new  interest  in  the  life  of  the  conference,  and 
a  new  awareness  and  concern  about  what  is  happening 
throughout  the  Church.” 

Wayne  E.  Williams,  Pastor 

Willow  Glen  UMC,  San  Jose,  California 


“One  of  the  things  we  value  most  highly  is  the  sense  of 
warmth  and  friendliness  ...  our  newspaper  should 
encourage  that  atmosphere  .  .  .  and  much  like  the 
sharing  of  joys  and  concerns  during  our  worship 
services,  our  paper  will  be  a  continual  reminder  that 
we  are  all  members  of  a  family  of  faith  ..." 

Anders  Lunt,  Pastor 
Glen  Mar  UMC.  Ellicott  City.  Maryland 

“.  .  .  it  is  like  a  visit  into  every  home  of  the 
congregation  each  week  .  .  .  contains  the  conference 
and  national  church  news,  which  is  one  of  the  extras 
you  appreciate  that  regular  church  newsletters  cannot 
produce  ...  we  consider  the  Reporter  a  valuable  and 
necessary  part  of  our  church  program  ...  it  more  than 
justifies  the  little  that  it  costs  ...” 

B>  rl  J  Moreland,  Pastor 

Aurora  UMC,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

“Each  week  you  will  have  in  your  hands  the  most  up- 
to-date  religious  news  available  ...  I  am  excited  about 
this  new  venture  . . .  that  we  may  continue  our  ministry 
as  more  intelligently  informed  members  of  Christ’s 
people  at  First,  Mesquite. 

John  Taylor,  Pastor 
First  UMC,  Mesquite,  Texas 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter’s  format  — 

•  always  gives  your  church’s  news  top  priority  on  page  one. 

.  provides  your  membership  with  a  professionally  composed  aod  printed 
publication  in  the  newspaper  style  your  members  are  accustomed  to 

everyday.  , 

.  enables  your  church  staff  to  save  time  and  concentrate  on  the  paper  s 
content,  with  composition,  printing,  addressing,  mailing  and  delivery 

problems  handled  by  the  Reporter’s  staff. 

•  provides  as  much  space  as  is  needed  —  regularly  or  only  in  time  of 
special  need. 

•  allows  flexibility  and  you  only  pay  for  the  space  you  use. 

•  helps  the  members  of  your  church  to  be  informed  about  significant 
religious  news  and  issues  each  week  in  recognition  that  informed 
Christians  are  generally  more  committed  Christians. 

•  encourages  individuality  —  you  are  not  cast  in  a  mold. 

•  frequently  saves  you  money  when  compared  to  present  publication. 

For  additional  information,  including  an  estimate  of  costs,  complete  the 
following  information  and  mail  to  William  C.  Strickland,  United  Methodist 
Reporter  P  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222.  (214)  630-6495. 
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Centenary  College  Offers 
New  Communications  Program 


JUNE  17. 1983 


‘Ministering  in  Anxious  Times’ 
Theme  for  Pastor’s  School  1983 


Communication  has  always  been  a  by¬ 
word  of  the  English  Department  at 
Centenary  College,  but  just  recently  it 
has  taken  on  new  meaning. 

It  comes  in  the  form  of  a  commu¬ 
nications  program  which  will  expand 
the  present  journalism  program. 
“This  will  be  a  pre-professional  program 
—  not  a  major,”  explained  Dr.  Michael 
Hall,  Chairman  of  the  Department.  “It 
will  include  courses  in  journalism,  public 
relations,  advertising,  television,  speech, 
creative  writing,  and  technical  writing. 
We  already  teach  all  of  these  courses  at 
Centenary,  but  until  now,  they  have  not 
been  combined  under  any  one 
comprehensive  program.” 

A  flexible  program,  students  will 
design  course  combinations  to  meet  their 
individual  needs.  “To  be  *in’  the 
program,  students  will  need  to  take  at 
least  four  of  the  approved  courses,”  Dr. 
Hall  said. 

The  new  program  is  a  result  of  student 
interest  and  faculty  involvement.  “Most 
of  our  current  students  are  interested  in 
the  whole  area  of  communication,” 


explained  Dr.  Hall,  “unlike  those  in  the 
past  who  were  interested  in  specific 
areas  such  as  journalism  or  public 
relations.  We  will  encourage  interested 
students  to  major  in  a  subject  with  a  good 
liberal  arts  background,  take  courses  in 
the  communications  program,  and  then 
go  on  to  graduate  school  for  a  special 
degree.  People  in  communication  need 
as  broad  a  background  as  possible,  and 
we  feel  that  we  can  provide  that  very 
well  at  Centenary.” 

Teaching  several  of  the  commu¬ 
nications  courses  are  professionals 
from  the  Shreveport-Bossier  City 
area  including  Art  Shiver,  producer 
of  KSLA’s  PM  Magazine  and  Lane 
Crockett,  Amusements  Editor  for 
The  (Shreveport)  Times.  Advertising 
executive  Bill  Bailey  Carter  has  taught 
the  advertising  and  public  relations 
course  for  several  years  and  initiated  the 
Department’s  Internship  program, 
which  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
College’s  most  valuable  programs  —  for 
the  students  and  the  community.  “We’ve 


had  students  working  at  the  Shreveport 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  the  Mayor’s 
Office,  at  hospitals,  and  in  our  own 
Sports  Information  Office,”  said  Dr. 
Hall.  “The  students  work  between  five 
and  ten  hours  per  week  and  earn  college 
credit  and  on-the-job  experience.  The 
employer  gives  the  student  training, 
supervision,  and  a  grade  for  the  course. 
It’s  great  for  everyone  involved.” 

Students  who  don’t  wish  to  spend  that 
much  time  away  from  campus  have  the 
opportunity  to  work  on  any  of  the  campus 
media  —  The  Conglomerate,  a  weekly, 
eight-page  newspaper;  The  Yoncopin,  a 
256-page  yearbook;  or  KSCL,  an  FM 
radio  station,  which  just  last  year 
increased  its  wattage  to  150.  Positions 
are  available  in  writing,  page  layout, 
photography,  advertising,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  radio  station,  announcing.  All 
campus  media  are  student-funded  and 
managed;  faculty  advisers  work  closely 
with  editors  and  station  managers. 

For  more  information,  contact  Janie 
Flournoy,  869-5103,  or  Dr.  Michael  Hall, 
869-5254.' 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Pastors’  School,  July  11-14,  at  Centenary 
College  will  focus  on  the  pastoral  task  of 
“Ministering  in  Anxious  Times.”  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons,  Dean  of  this  year’s 
School,  says  it  will  feature  an 
outstanding  faculty,  a  wide  variety  of 
learning  opportunities,  and  a  revised 
schedule  to  allow  for  more  relaxation 
and  recreation  among  participants. 

Heading  the  academic  faculty  for  the 
School  will  be  two  KEYNOTE 
LECTURERS:  Dr.  Harrell  F.  Beck, 
Professor  of  Old  Testament  in  the  School 
of  Theology,  Boston  University,  will  lead 
the  biblical  study.  In  his  uniquely 
dynamic  and  scholarly  fashion,  Dr.  Beck 
will  present  a  series  of  lectures  entitled, 
“Old  Testament  Wisdom:  Literature  for 
Anxious  Times.”  Dr.  Charles  V.  Gerkin, 
Professor  of  Pastoral  Psychology  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  will  focus  on  the  subject, 
“Pastoral  Insight:  Conflict  and  Caring  in 
Anxious  Times.”  Dr.  Gerkin  has 
authored  several  articles  and  books, 
including  Crisis  Experience  in  Modern 
Life,  and  is  an  effective  communicator  of 
the  professional  issues  of  pastoring 
today. 


To  complement  the  content  of  the 


Keynote  Lectures,  there  will  also  be  two 
kinds  of  small-group  learning  experi¬ 
ences  available: 


l)Each  participant  may  enroll  in  one  of 
five  PROFESSIONAL  SEMINARS 
that  will  be  offered  to  help  pastors 
function  more  effectively  as  ministers 
in  anxious  times.  The  seminars  will 
meet  for  three  one-hour  sessions  and 
supplement  the  lecture  courses 
through  a  more  practical  orientation. 
The  seminar  subjects  and  leaders  will 
be:  Counseling  —  Dr.  Charles  Gerkin; 

Susannah 
Wesley  Film 
Now  Available 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  A  dramatic 
biographical  account  of  Susanna  Wesley, 
written  and  performed  by  actress 
Lynette  Bennett  Danskin.  is  available  for 
use  in  film  and  video  tape  from  Drew 
University. 

The  film,  which  details  the  life  of  the 
woman  who  greatly  influenced  John 
Wesley,  founder  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  first  presented  before  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  and 
subsequently  during  the  opening  of  the 
United  Methodist  Archives  and  History 
Center  at  Drew  in  October,  1982. 

Danskin,  a  native  of  Oklahoma,  has 
performed  on  the  London  and  New  York 
stage.  She  lives  in  New  York  City  with 
her  husband,  Warren,  the  pastor  of  the 
historic  John  Street  Church,  which  was 
the  first  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States.  Danskin’s  interest  in 
Susanna  Wesley  began  while  her 
husband  was  serving  the  American 
Church  in  London  for  six  years. 

“The  Susanna  Wesley  film  brings 
together  the  story  of  a  remarkable 
woman  and  an  outstanding  actress  who 
portrays  her  to  enable  United  Methodists 
to  be  inspired  by  the  contribution 
Susanna  Wesley  made  to  United 
Methodism,”  said  Stanley  J.  Menking, 
associate  dean  of  the  Drew  Theological 
School. 

Menking  added,  “This  portrayal  is  the 
first  of  several  dramatic  presentations 
that  are  being  considered  on  key  people 
in  United  Methodist  history.” 

The  Wesley  portrayal  is  available  in 
16mm  film  and  video  tape.  Rental  cost  is 
$35  plus  return  postage  and  insurance.  To 
order  write  Stanley  Menking,  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J.,  07940  or  call 
(201)  377-3000,  Ext.  563. 


Around  The  Conference 


Churchwide 
Study  of  the 
Pacific  Offered 
at  Bastrop 

All  age  groups  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop  were 
actively  involved  recently  in  a 
churchwide  study  of  Peoples  of  the 
Pacific.  The  fellowship  hall  was 
transformed  into  a  south  sea  island 
atmosphere.  Children,  youth,  and 
adults  cooperated  to  create  large 
murals  for  the  walls.  Three  poles 
became  palm  trees  with  coconuts  and 
parrots.  Maps  and  charts  displayed 
significant  facts  about  the  South  Pacific 
changes  that  are  taking  place  there. 
Tables  of  wood  carvings,  tapa  cloth, 
grass  skirts,  shells,  and  various  other 
items  from  the  islands  added  interest. 
Visitors  from  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Mer  Rouge  United  Methodist,  and 
Collinston  United  Methodist  also 
attended.  Children  and  youth  had 
special  learning  sessions  with  stories, 
discussions,  a  filmstrip,  and  various  art 
activities.  Adult  sessions  were  also 
held. 

Each  session  was  opened  with  prayer 
followed  by  a  litany  using  “A  Psalm  of 

Groundbreaking 
at  Denham 
Springs 

Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were 
held  May  29,  1983  at  First  UMC, 
Denham  Springs  to  mark  construction 
of  a  new  $350,000  Family  Life  Center 
and  a  $150,000  renovation  of  the  existing 
Education  Building  and  church  office. 

Participating  in  the  ceremony  L  to  R 
were:  V.  L.  Holland,  Fred  Buzzell,  J.  S. 
Jackson,  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  District 
Superintendent,  Dr.  Lonnie  M.  Sibley, 
Pastor  and  Richard  Freshwater.  In  the 
picture  on  the  right  are:  Richard 

Thibodaux  Organ 
Dedicated 

Participating  in  the  dedication  of  the 
new  Wicks  Pipe  Organ  Opus  5927  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Thibodaux  were  (1.  to  r.)  Music 
Director  Bennett  Britt;  Dr.  William  C. 
Blakely,  District  Superintendent  of 
New  Orleans-Houma  District;  and  Rev. 
Steven  Spurlock,  minister.  The  new 
instrument,  Wicks  Organ  Company 
Opus  5927,  is  described  as  "extremely 
versatile”  by  music  director  Bennett 
Britt,  and  its  dedication  climaxes  a 
year  of  fund-raising  and  special 
donations  by  the  congregation  and 
friends  in  the  community. 


Rev.  William  Peeples  (left)  and  Paul  McGowan  enjoy  their  tropical  punch. 
Note  children’s  mural  background. 


the  Pacific,”  a  poem  written  by  a 
Pacific  island  native.  Nellie  Bacot 
presented  the  challenge  of  the  South 
Pacific  People  to  the  Christians  of  the 
world.  The  islanders  are  uniting  to 
resist  destructive  forces  to  their  culture 
and  seek  the  support  of  other 
Christians.  The  Law  of  the  Sea  treaty, 
which  is  of  vital  importance  to  the 
islanders,  was  presented  by  Vera  Lee 
Hedges.  The  treaty  was  ratified  last 
December  by  118  nations,  giving  the 
islanders  some  control  over  who  fishes 
where  and  how  often,  some  revenue 


from  oil  and  minerals  mined  in  their 
waters,  some  control  of  shipment  of 
cargo  through  their  waters,  and  the 
right  to  protect  their  seas  and 
coastlines  from  pollution. 

Mr.  Paul  McGowen  presented  the 
nuclear  threat  to  the  South  Pacific. 
Because  of  sparse  population,  much 
nuclear  testing  and  dumping  of  toxic 
wastes  has  been  done  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  which  has  been  extremely 
detrimental.  The  people  are  working 
and  pleading  for  a  nuclear  free  Pacific. 


Freshwater,  Weldon  Averette,  Dr.  Jackson,  Lyndle  Bullard.  Mrs.  Fred 
Lonnie  M  Selbey,  Dr  Kenneth  R.  Smith,  Libbye  De  Laune  &  Jim  De 
Reed,  Fred  Buzzell,  V.  L.  Holland,  J.  S.  Laune 


Founders  Day  Celebrated 


Annual  Founders  Day  Celebration  of 
Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  June  12, 
1983  at  10:55  a.m.  The  theme  is, 
“Celebrating  Our  Local  Church 
Heritage.”  Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
Pastor  of  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 


Church  in  New  Orleans,  La.  will  preach 
the  Founders’  Day  Sermon.  Music  will 
be  rendered  by  the  combined  choirs  of 
Champhor.  Our  deceased  founders’  will 
be  honored  and  charter  members  will 
be  given  special  recognition.  Members 
who  have  been  a  part  of  Camphor 


Church  for  twenty-five  years  or  more 
will  be  recognized  also. 

A  display  of  memorabilia  and 
archival  materials  that  represent  the 
heritage  of  Champhor  will  be 
displayed. 


Harrell  Beck 


Preaching  —  Dr.  Hector  Grant  &  Dr. 
Burton  Blair;  Evangelizing  —  Rev. 
Rick  Bonfim;  Bearing  Witness  —  Dr. 
David  Trickett;  Developing 
Spirituality  —  Rev.  Annette  Jones. 
2)Each  participant  may  also  choose  to 
attend  one  of  five  PRACTICAL 
WORKSHOPS  that  will  meet  for  one 
two-hour  session  during  the  week. 
Here  the  focus  will  be  on  skill- 


Charles  V.  Gerkin 


some  fun  and  fellowship,  there  will  not 
only  be  more  free  time  than  ever  before, 
but  on  Wednesday.  July  13,  the  entire 
afternoon  will  be  devoted  to  a  host  of 
activities  —  including  a  “Pastors’  School 
Golf  Open,”  Tennis  Tournament, 
“Twenty-One  For  All,”  etc.  etc. ! ! 

Pastors’  School  is  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
as  a  Continuing  Education  event  and  will 


Rev.  Annette  Jones 


Dr.  Burton  Blab- 


development,  and  it  should  enable 
every  participant  to  “take  home” 
something  professionally  helpful. 
Workshop  teachers  and  topics  are: 
“Preaching  to  be  Heard”  —  Dr. 
Hector  Grant;  “Caring  for  the 
Indigent”  —  Rev.  Ronald  D.  Pogue; 
“Exercising  the  Spirit”  —  Rev. 
Annette  Jones;  “Administering  the 
Church”  —  Dr.  J.  J.  Carraway;  and 
“Utilizing  the  Media"  —  Rev.  Rick 
Bonfim. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  learning 
activities,  each  day  of  Pastors’  School 
will  begin  with  WORSHIP.  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes  and  others  will  provide 
outstanding  preaching  and  special  music 
will  be  led  by  contemporary  musi- 
cians/liturgists,  Rick  Bonfim  and 
Lindsey  Williams.  Also,  to  provide  for 


provide  20  hours  of  participation  for  a 
possible  credit  of  two  C.E.U.’s. 
Registration  for  the  School  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Reverend  Howard  Milo. 
A  brochure  containing  further  details 
concerning  costs,  meals  and  housing, 
will  be  available  soon  —  but  plan  now  to 
attend ! 


Methodist  Men’s  Retreat 
Schedule  Announced 

Retreat  Program  Saturday,  June  25, 1983 

9:30  a  m.  REGISTRATION  —  Fine  Arts 
Auditorium  l^bby 
Jack  Ewing,  ^airman 
10:30  a  m.  GENERAL  SESSION 
Presiding  —  Jack  Dew 
Pres.  Conf.  Meth.  Men 
Speaker:  Bert  Scott 
11:30  a.m.  Walk-Time 
12:00  Noon  LUNCH  —  Cafeteria 
1:15  p.m.  GENERAL  SESSION 
Presiding  —  Jack  Dew 
Annual  Business  Meeting 
Group  Formation:  B.  Scott 
2:30p.m.  GROUP  TIME 
3:30  p.m.  BREAK  —  Coffee 
4:00  p.m.  GENERAL  SESSION 
Leader :  Bert  Scott 
5:00  p.m.  Walk-Time 
6:00  p.m.  SUPPER  —  Cafeteria 
7:00  p.m.  GENERAL  SESSION 
Leader  —  Bert  Scott 
8:00  p.m.  GROUP  TIME 
9:00  p.m.  Informal  discussion  and  fellowship 
SUNDAY,  JUNE  26,  1983 
7:00  a.m.  Breakfast  —  Cafeteria 
8:00  a.m.  GENERAL  SESSION 
Leader  —  Bert  Scott 
9:00  a.m.  Walk-Time 
9:30  a.m.  GROUP  TIME 
10:30  a.m.  CLOSING  CELEBRATION 
Leader  —  Bert  Scott 
12 : 00  Noon  DINNER  —  Cafeteria 
1 : 00  p.m.  ADJOURNMENT 

MUSIC  will  be  under  direction  of  Earl  Taylor,  of  Southern  University. 
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Editorial 


‘Tax  exemptions,’  ‘religious 
freedom’  not  synonymous  rights 


Does  the  federal  government  have  the 
right  to  revoke  or  withhold  tax-exempt 
status  from  a  non-profit  religious, 
educational  or  charitable  organization 
which  practices  racial  discrimination? 

This  is  one  of  several  important 
questions  addressed  by  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court's  recent  ruling 
regarding  Bob  Jones  University  and  the 
Goldsboro  (N.C.)  Christian  Schools.  The 
Supreme  Court  answered  this  question 
with  a  resounding  “yes"  by  upholding  an 
Internal  Revenue  Service  policy  which 
denies  tax-exempt  status  to  institutions 
which  practice  racial  discrimination. 

But  if  a  non-profit  institution’s  policy  of 
racial  discrimination  is  based  on  sincere 
religious  beliefs,  does  not  the  denial  of 
tax-exempt  status  infringe  on  its  Con¬ 
stitutionally-guaranteed  right  of 
religious  freedom?  The  schools  in 
question  sought  to  defend  their  position 
with  this  argument.  However,  the  same 
Supreme  Court  decision  answered  this 
question  with  a  resounding  "no." 

In  the  ensuing  public  debate,  the 
Supreme  Court's  careful  distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  rights  of  “religious  freedom" 
and  “tax  exemption"  regrettably  has 
been  blurred  and  confused.  Con¬ 
sequently,  at  least  one  major  daily 
newspaper  headline  declared  that  the 
ruling  “favors  equality  over  religious 
freedom."  The  Rev.  Bob  Jones,  head  of 
one  of  the  affected  institutions,  declared 
that  the  ruling  had  effectively  “mur¬ 
dered  .  religious  freedom"  in  this 
country.  And  many  persons  who  deplore 
racial  discrimination  nevertheless  have 
expressed  fear  that  this  ruling  might 
establish  a  precedent  which  could  even¬ 
tually  allow  the  government  to  use  its 
vast  power  to  regulate  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  religious  groups. 

We  recognize  that  religious  freedom  is 
a  precious  and  fragile  right  which  could 
be  lost  much  more  quickly  and  easily 
than  it  was  gained.  And  we  believe  it 
would  be  naive  not  to  recognize 
numerous  actions  by  governmental 
agencies  today  which  threaten  to  in¬ 
fringe  on  the  rights  of  religious 
organizations  —  in  some  cases  by  means 
of  illegitimate  taxation.  In  our  view,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  related 
to  Bob  Jones  University  and  Goldsboro 
Christians  schools  is  not  such  an  instance. 

Tax-exemption  is  not  a  Con¬ 
stitutionally-guaranteed  right  for 
religious  institutions.  It  is  a  long- 
accepted  tradition  based  on  the  belief 
that  such  organizations  contribute  to  the 
public  good  It  is  within  the  government’s 
authority  to  rule,  as  in  this  case,  that  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


public  good  is  not  served  by  any 
stitution  which  violates  the  law  of  the 
land  by  discriminating  on  racial  grounds. 

Mr.  Jones  reacted  to  this  ruling  by 
saying:  "We’re  in  a  bad  fix  when  eight 
evil  old  men  and  one  vain  and  foolish 
woman  can  speak  a  verdict  on  American 
liberties."  We  believe  anyone  willing  to 
take  the  time  to  read  through  the 
Supreme  Court’s  30-page  ruling  would-be 
impressed  by  how  much  more  respect 
the  court’s  Justices  appear  to  show  for 
the  citizenry’s  freedom  of  religious  belief 
than  Mr.  Jones  shows  for  our  nation's 
highest  judicial  body. 

That  ruling  in  no  way  rescinds  or 
restricts  the  right  of  any  religious  body  to 
believe  in,  teach,  or  practice  racial 
discrimination.  The  institutions  in 
question  can  discriminate  all  they  wish. 
There  is  a  price  to  the  exercise  of  that 
right,  namely,  the  loss  of  tax-exemption 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  many  tax- 
deductible  donations.  Governmental 
denial  of  religious  freedom  would  neces¬ 
sarily  involve  the  threat  of  forcibly 
closing  the  doors  of  institutions  continu¬ 
ing  to  practice  discrimination. 

Like  most  court  decisions,  this  one  is 
painted  with  a  narrow  rather  than  a 
broad  brush.  All  three  branches  of  govern¬ 
ment  have  repeatedly  affirmed  the 
single  over-riding  public  policy  which  is 
at  issue  over  a  30-year  period  in  an  effort 
to  overcome  a  165-year  old  policy  per¬ 
mitting  racial  discrimination.  Hence,  we 
see  no  reasonable  basis  for  regarding 
this  ruling  as  an  effort  by  government  to 
begin  using  tax  exemption  as  a  weapon  to 
force  its  whims  on  religious  institutions. 

To  the  legal  and  Constitutional  grounds 
for  the  Supreme  Court’s  decision  we 
could  easily  add  theological  grounds.  As 
Christians,  we  see  no  valid  way  of  con¬ 
cluding  from  the  Scriptures  that  God 
would  ever  approve  of  any  group  of 
people  created  in  His  image  being  sub¬ 
jugated  by  any  other. 

Rather  than  regarding  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  as  a  threat  to  religious 
freedom,  we  believe  Christians  should 
see  in  it  a  reminder  that  our  right  to 
religious  freedom  carries  with  it  also  an 
obligation  to  be  good  citizens.  If  we  defy 
civil  authority  or  repudiate  public  policy 
even  for  what  we  believe  to  be  valid 
religious  principles,  there  are  neither 
constitutional  nor  biblical  "exemptions" 
from  facing  the  legal  consequences.  We 
can  be  grateful,  however,  that  we  live  in 
a  society  in  which,  more  often  than  not, 
actions  which  are  faithful  to  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  will  also  reflect  good  citizen¬ 
ship. 
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Here  I  Stand 

What  causes  a  long-time  church 
member  to  drift  away  from  fold? 


By  CHARLES  C.  HAM  MACK 

What  causes  a  long-time,  loyal  and 
faithful  church  member  to  suddenly  drift 
away  from  the  fold?  Since  I  now  find 
myself  in  this  position,  I  sincerely  hope 
the  following  will  contribute  something 
constructive  and  helpful  to  those  con¬ 
cerned  with  this  ever-growing  problem. 

Back  in  Illinois  I  was  a  loyal,  active 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
After  retiring  to  the  Santa  Fe,  New 
Mexico  area,  I  wrote  a  chapter  for  an  in¬ 
spirational  book  on  the  power  of  religion 
that  my  sister  —  the  most  ardent  and 
dedicated  United  Methodist  I  have  ever 
known  —  proclaimed  the  finest  treat¬ 
ment  of  this  subject  she  has  read.  So 
what  happened?  Where  along  the  line  did 
I  become  derailed? 

Church  as  focal  point 

First,  1  once  regarded  church  to  be  the 
focal  point  of  all  that  is  positive  and  uplift¬ 
ing  —  a  revered  sanctuary  where  one 
can  be  charged  with  faith,  optimism,  and 
inspiration  to  surmount  life’s  daily 
problems  and  temptations.  But  in  recent 
years,  the  electrifying  charge  that  once 
flowed  from  the  pulpit  is  too  often  being 
short-circuited  in  the  murky  waters  of 

My  Witness 


the  same  sordid  apd  depressing  subjects 
which  constantly  saturate  our  daily 
newscasts. 

Yes,  I’m  well  aware  the  church  now 
feels  it  must  deal  with  the  practical 
realities  of  life.  But  to  me,  that  once  high 
level  of  faith,  optimism,  and  inspiration 
still  remains  life’s  most  vital  and  prac¬ 
tical  reality  —  one  with  the  power  to  con¬ 
vert  defeat  and  hopelessness  into  a  stun¬ 
ning  triumph. 

Second,  when  that  tragic  plane  crash 
at  O'Hare  Field  took  273  lives,  a  religious 
publication  excitedly  dramatized  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  one  man  who  at  the  last 
minute  decided  not  to  take  this  particular 
flight  now  attributing  his  survival  to  God 
watching  over  and  protecting  him  —  a 
reaction  we  so  often  hear  after  a  major 
disaster.  But  this  question  keeps  distur¬ 
bing  me:  “What  kind  of  a  God  would 
bestow  his  blessings  on  this  one  man, 
while  273  other  men,  women,  and  little 
children  perished  so  horribly?” 

Third,  while  there  is  always  a  time  and 
need  for  prayer  —  certainly  the  life-blood 
of  all  religions  —  I  now  find  myself  con¬ 
tinually  dismayed  by  churchgoers  who 
are  incessantly  praying  and  beseeching 
God’s  help  for  even  the  simplest 


‘Life  of  a  saint’  recalled  and  shared 
by  a  friend  who  can  not  forget 


By  EDGAR  M.  WAHLBERG 

My  friend,  the  Rev.  Timothy  B.  Echols, 
died  recently.  His  passing  was  scarcely 
noted  by  most  people,  and  most  United 
Methodists  today  likely  won’t  even  recog¬ 
nize  his  name.  That  is  a  pity  because  of 
the  heroic,  pioneering  role  he  played  in 
religious  education  and  race  relations 
during  much  of  this  century.  I  would  like 
to  share  a  few  reflections  with  persons 
who  were  not  privileged  to  be  touched 
directly  by  his  witness. 

Tim’s  passion  was  a  love  for  people, 
and  especially  youth.  His  witness  was 
widespread  throughout  the  U.S.  —  both 
north  and  south.  His  genius  was  winning 
people  to  godliness  and  loyalty  to  Jesus 
His  talents  were  many:  leadership,  in¬ 
spiration,  singing  of  the  spirituals, 
teaching,  fellowship,  and  churchman- 
ship. 

Tim  was  bom  near  Rocky  Crossing  in 
Limestone  County,  Texas.  His  mother 
was  the  wife  of  a  sharecropper,  and  she 
was  determined  to  provide  an  education 


for  her  six  children.  She  was  the  light  of 
Tim’s  life.  He  later  told  thousands  of 
young  people  about  his  “mother’s  prayer 
spot"  at  the  corner  of  an  orchard  fence. 
It  was  my  good  fortune  for  Tim  to  lead 
me  there  where  he  repeated  her  ritual  of 
prayer  and  song.  He  sang  in  his  sweet 
voice:  “I  will  guide  thee, /I  will  guide 
thee  with  mine  eye, /All  the  way  from 
earth  to  heaven, /I  will  guide  thee  with 
mine  eye." 

Tim  Echols  was  but  one  generation 
removed  from  slavery,  and  he  knew  the 
odds  that  blocked  the  young  black  people 
of  his  generation.  He  became  a  saintly 
crusader  for  religious  education  as  a 
basis  for  growth  and  self-respect,  and 
organized  hundreds  of  institutes.  The  one 
closest  to  his  heart  was  at  Rocky 
Crossing. 

Our  friendship  began  in  the  1930’s  when 
I  was  Dean  of  the  Pine  Crest  Epworth 
League  Institute  in  Colorado.  My  con¬ 
cern  was  race  relations,  so  I  invited  him 
to  participate  in  our  program.  He  set 


Population  control  needed  in  Latin  America 


To  the  Editor. 

With  reference  to  Peggy  Hutchison’s 
sob-story  in  "My  Witness"  <UMR.  May 
6),  here  is  one  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  who  disagrees  I  have 
lived  in  Mexico.  Guatemala,  and  Chile, 
and  just  returned  from  a  3500-mile  tour  of 
Mexico.  Ms  Hutchison  needs  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  El  Salvador  and  all  other 
Latin  American  countries  save  one  are 
overpopulated  Catholic  lands  which  have 
been  misgoverned  throughout  their 
histories  except  for  brief  intervals  here 
and  there 

We  American  Protestants  did  not  over¬ 
populate  those  countries,  neither  have 
we  misgoverned  them,  though  Reagan 
may  end  up  doing  so  There  is  no  end, 
repeat,  no  end,  to  the  millions  of 
economic  and  political  refugees  who  will 
flood  our  happier  land  if  we  permit  it. 
For  those  countries  are  doing  almost 
nothing  about  birth  control,  and  they  are 
heading  ineluctably  toward  an  "eat  up." 
I  used  to  send  money  to  CARE  and  other 
such  organizations.  Now  I  give  only  to 
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the  Population  Institute  and  Planned 
Parenthood. 

I  suggest  that  Ms.  Hutchison  can  find  a 
more  productive  cause  to  suffer  for  than 
the  "underground  railroad"  which 
engages  her  emotions  now. 

J.  P.  Speer 
Alpine,  Texas 

A  different  view 
on  today's  concerns 

To  the  Editor: 

With  so  much  emphasis  in  the  media 
these  days  about  the  recession  problems: 
the  curtailment  of  social  welfare 
programs,  unemployment,  interest 
rates,  inflation,  etc.  it  was  refreshing  to 
read  the  perspective  offered  by  my 
pastor  the  Rev.  John  H  Hill,  in  our 
church's  newsletter. 

"We  have  had  a  good  rainy  season  this 
spring  On  the  church  front  we  can 
rejoice  in  the  ordination  of  our  own  Vic¬ 
tor  Osborn  as  a  Deacon  in  the  UMC  at  the 
Troy  Conference  on  June  5th.  We  can 
rejoice  at  the  2  adults  and  7  Confirmation 
Class  students  taken  into  membership  in 
May  We  can  rejoice  at  the  outreach  of 
the  church  through  its  benevolence 
program  and  the  ability  to  grant  one  of 
our  own.  Miss  Denise  Woodvine,  a  $750 
scholarship  to  help  her  further  her 
education.  Economically,  we  have  never 
been  better  off 

"Let  me  give  you  some  figures  you  will 
not  see  in  the  New  York  Times  The 
following  is  the  average  annual  inflation 
rate  for  years  indicated:  1976  —  4.8%; 
1978  -  9%;  1980  -  13.3%  ;  1982  -  3.9%; 
and  1983  —  to  date  3%.  We  have  licked  in¬ 
flation  Prime  interest  rates:  1976  — 
6.4%  1978  -  9.5%.  1980  -  21.5%;  1982  - 
11.5%;  1983  to  date— 10.5%.  And  we  have 
89  7%  of  the  people  who  want  to  work  em¬ 
ployed.  All  this  while  actual  dollar 
benefits  to  social  programs  have  been 
rising. 

"I  don’t  know  about  you  but  I  feel  good 
about  where  the  Lord  has  put  me  in  this 
time.  I  see  the  signs  of  prosperity  all 
around  me  for  those  who  will  work  at  it.  I 
see  loving  care  for  the  needy,  the  truly 
needy  The  future  looks  bright  and  I  for 
one  am  glad  to  be  part  of  this  great  land 
that  does  so  much  good  here  and  around 
the  world.  What  about  you?" 

Thank  you  for  passing  this  “gem" 
along. 

Thomas  W  Miller 
Kingston.  New  York 

Why  not  seek  wisdom 
of  UMC  lay  experts? 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodists  have  been  called  on 
to  study  two  recently- issued  episcopal 
documents  the  "Challenge  of  Peace" 
put  lorth  by  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  and 
"Call  to  the  Churches  on  Domestic 
Hunger  and  Economic  Crisis."  approved 
by  our  own  United  Methodist  bishops 
(see  UMR.  May  20 1.  There  is  no  harm  in 
studying  either  or  both,  of  these 
documents,  but  tn-tore  we  reach  final 


conclusions  and  take  any  action  as  lay 
people,  we  should  go  one  step  further, 
namely,  to  seek  out  and  study  alternative 
viewpoints  and  analyses. 

The  two  documents  are  remarkably 
similar  in  this  way:  both  are  highly 
prejudiced.  That  is,  they  advocate  one 
particular  point  of  view  without  ob¬ 
jectively  considering  all  the  available 
evidence.  That  is  not  the  best  way  to  get 
at  the  truth  or  the  best  public  policy.  No 
court  of  law  would  dream  of  reaching  a 
conclusion  without  first  hearing  both 
sides  of  an  issue;  that  is  the  standard 
practice  in  a  free  society. 

The  Roman  Catholic  document  has 
already  been  subject  to  careful,  detailed 
critical  analysis,  and  thoughtful  people 
will  seek  this  out  No  doubt  the  United 
Methodist  document  will  receive  similar 
scrutiny.  It  certainly  needs  such  study. 

I  have  often  wondered  why  we  United 
Methodists  ignore  the  fact  that  within  our 
9.4  million  lay  people,  there  are  hundreds 
of  nationally-known  scholars,  people  who 
are  truly  experts  in  their  fields.  Why 
don’t  we  seek  out  these  people  and  take 
advantage  of  their  wisdom  and  com¬ 
petence?  Why  rely  as  we  do  on  staff 
people  in  New  York  and  Washington  in 
the  preparation  of  important  position 
papers,  using  people  who  are  not 
scholars  in  their  own  right? 

In  general  we  should  follow  the 
brilliant  advice  of  Paul  given  in  I 
Thessalonians  5:21:  "Prove  all  things; 
hold  fast  that  which  is  good." 

John  H.  Harwood 
Birmingham,  Michigan 
Inclusive  reporting 
policy  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  your  policy  of  reporting 
the  appointments  of  persons  from 
various  ethnic  minorities  and  other 
discriminated-against  groups.  Since  I  do 
not  have  a  personal  knowledge  of  many 
United  Methodists  outside  of  Southern 
California,  I  must  rely  upon  your  report¬ 
ing  to  see  that  our  denomination  is  being 
intentionally  inclusive  Keep  up  the  good 
work. 

Don  M.  Crary 

Rowland  Heights,  California 

Archives,  History  Center’s 
purpose  misunderstood 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  regrettable  that  there  is  some 
misunderstanding  regarding  the 
creation  and  ministry  of  the  new  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History  Center  in  Madison. 
New  Jersey  The  letter  published  in 
UMR.  May  20,  is  a  case  in  point. 

The  Center,  opened  on  October  2,  1982, 
has  been  constructed  and  is  being  fi¬ 
nanced  through  the  gracious  efforts  of 
Drew  University.  Even  if  the  denomina¬ 
tion  had  to  raise  the  funds,  however,  would 
it  be  appropriate  housing  for  the  irre¬ 
placeable  and  invaluable  documents, 
books,  records  and  artifacts  of  our 


church’s  history. 

It  is  doubtful  that  most  folks  un¬ 
derstand  what  is  involved  in  gathering, 
preserving  and  protecting  the  priceless 
materials  which  are  the  raw  data  for  un¬ 
derstanding  whence  we  have  come  and 
whither  we  might  go. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  convince  the 
hundreds  of  youth,  laypeople,  pastors 
and  others  who  have  already  visited  and 
used  the  Center  that  it  is  not  making  a 
significant  contribution  to  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  our  church. 

To  those  who  remain  unconvinced,  a 
visit  to  the  Center  will  probably  change 
their  minds. 

Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr. 

Madison,  New  Jersey 

Where  does  UMR  stand 

on  war/peace  issues? 

To  the  Editor: 

Here  is  where  I  stand.  Could  somebody 
tell  me  where  the  UM  Reporter  stands? 

I  was  very  disappointed  to  read  the 
May  13  "Here  I  Stand"  column  by  Robert 
Freeburg  in  the  Reporter.  I  expect  to 
read  purely  militaristic  rationalizations 
to  peace  in  secular  journals  and 
newspapers,  but  why  in  a  column  in  a 
United  Methodist  newspaper?  Why  not 
relegate  this  type  of  war  sentiment  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  or  at  least  offer 
some  qualification,  explanation,  or 
rebuttal  to  clarify  where  our  church 
and/or  your  paper  stands.  Mr.  Freeburg 
was  speaking  as  a  person  who  is  a  United 
Methodist;  he  was  not  speaking  as  a 
United  Methodist,  and  there  is  an  im¬ 
portant  distinction  here  that  all  readers 
should  be  made  aware  of. 

In  its  quest  for  objective  journalism,  or 
to  provide  "the  pluralism  of  views  held 
by  UM  membership,”  the  Reporter  may 
frequently  find  itself  trying  to  serve  two 
masters,  and  therefore  must  ask  itself: 
am  I  serving  God  or  am  I  self-serving? 
We  need  to  have  the  ideals  of  Christ 
presented  clearly  and  unequivocally  by 
Christian-affiliated  literature  and  media, 
if  we  are  to  believe  that  these  ideals  are 
not  just  theory,  and  that  through  Christ 
we  can  become  more  than  we  are  today. 
And  I  believe  this  column  was  con¬ 
tradictory  to  this  philosophy. 

There  are  certain  issues  where 
Christians  must  take  a  stand,  and  the 
issue  of  war  and  peace  is  one  of  these. 
The  official  United  Methodist  position  is: 
"war  is  incompatible  with  the  teachings 
and  example  of  Christ"  and  "the  produc¬ 
tion,  possession,  or  use  of  nuclear 
weapons  (must)  be  condemned.”  How  do 
you  either  equate,  or  make  Mr 
Freeburg’s  column  compatible  with 
these  United  Methodist  positions?  Either 
Mr.  Freeburg  is  unaware  of  or  he  is 
challenging  these  traditional  United 
Methodist  positions,  and  the  UM  Report¬ 
er  risks  being  an  accomplish  to  the 
challenge. 

Clarence  Robbins 
Piscataway,  New  Jersey 


thousands  ablaze  with  enthusiasm  for 
Christian  living.  Fourteen  churches 
requested  his  appearance  following  this 
institute.  In  return,  I  promised  to  work 
with  him  in  the  south.  We  later  traveled 
together  through  Texas,  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi 

I  rode  with  Tim  in  a  sweltering 
baggage  car  because  he  was  not  allowed 
to  sit  in  the  air-conditioned  coach.  Even 
so  the  brakeman  wanted  to  throw  me  off 
the  train.  The  conductor  interceded.  Tim 
was  where  he  was  supposed  to  be;  I  was 
not. 

We  stood  together  in  an  empty  bus  in 
New  Orleans  because  if  we  sat  down,  it 
would  have  been  in  two  separate  sec¬ 
tions.  We  ate  together  in  the  "colored" 
section  in  the  depot  restaurant.  Four 
policemen  glared  at  us  as  we  slowly  ate  a 
sumptuous  dinner  which  I  had  ordered, 
wiped  our  hands,  and  dropped  our  waste 
into  a  container.  Both  of  us  may  have 
seemed  outwardly  to  be  cool,  but  secretly 
we  trembled,  Tim’s  true  reflection  of  the 
Christian  faith  always  won. 

Tim  led  the  Central  Jurisdiction  (the 
formerly  segregated  structure  including 
all  of  Methodism's  black  congregations) 
in  an  awareness  of  religious  education. 
His  sphere  of  influence  grew  with  the 
church’s  later  unification.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
in  1948  where  he  pioneered  for  his  brother 
retirees.  He  took  an  obscure  church 
following  his  retirement  and  planted  the 
seeds  which  have  grown  into  a 
powerhouse  of  Christian  truth. 

Tim’s  book,  "Pioneering  in  Religious 
Education"  published  in  1964,  is  worth 
reading.  It  reflects  in  an  excellent  way 
the  drama  and  pathos  close  to  the  life  of  a 
saint.  It  chronicles  nearly  half  a  century 
of  achievement  characterized  by 
courage,  sacrifice,  skill  and  enduring 
faith.  I  wish  you  could  have  known  my 
friend  Echols.  I  will  miss  him. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  '  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Edgar  M.  Wahlberg.  is  a  retired  member 
of  the  Detroit  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P  O.  Box  221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75 222. 


Charles  Hammack 

everyday  routine  decisions.  At  times  I 
wonder  if  a  discouraged  God  isn’t  saying, 
“I’ve  given  you  that  wonderful  brain,  the 
power  of  choice,  and  all  those  other  mar¬ 
velous  faculties.  Yes,  I’ve  given  you  an 
enormous  advantage  over  every  other 
living  creature  in  my  kingdom.  If  you 
really  want  to  please  me,  why  not  start 
relying  on  some  of  your  own  resources  to 
solve  some  of  life’s  problems?  Do  this,  ’ 
and  you’ll  begin  to  develop  new  strength, 
talent,  ability,  and  confidence  you  little 
dreamed  existed.  " 

Fourth,  when  the  tragedy  of  death 
strikes,  we  invariably  hear;  “It’s  God’s 
will.’’  But  in  too  many  cases  this  ex-  * 
pression  is  actually  an  affront  to  God, 
Think  how  many  of  us  die  long  before  our 
time  by  constantly  saturating  those  won¬ 
drous  God-given  lungs  with  the  44  poisons 
lurking  in  the  toxic  smoke  of  a  cigarette  ;  . 
or  who  succomb  to  our  number  one  drug 
problem  —  alcohol;  or  who  clog  our  ar¬ 
teries  with  bulging  fat  from  the  over¬ 
consumption  of  animal  products;  or  who  ( 
meekly  submit  to  the  overworked  knife 
of  a  money-hungry  surgeon;  or  who  have 
an  encounter  with  a  "social  drinker"  on  •! 
the  highway;  or  the  scores  of  other 
human  reasons.  It’s  God’s  will?  What 
desecration. 

A  reverence  for  life 

Fifth,  since  I  have  an  incurable 
reverence  for  that  wonderful  mystery 
called  life,  I  frequently  find  myself  at  odds 
with  my  churchgoing  friends.  For;. 
God’s  great  gift  of  life  also  includes  that;I 
innocent,  sensitive  little  deer,  high--* 
lighted  there  in  the  sun-drenched,  golden 
autumn  leaves  of  a  glorious  God-given; 
day,  only  moments  later  to  have  his  life  * 
blood  flowing  out  on  the  ground,  tortured 
and  slaughtered  by  the  gun  of  an  avid 
churchgoer. 

Twenty  years  ago,  a  beautiful  little 
Siamese  kitten  climbed  up  on  my  lap.  As 
I  looked  into  those  big,  deep  blue  eyes 
and  he  gazed  into  mine,  something 
magical  and  imperishable  took  place. 
Every  night  since  then  —  for  almost  20 
years  —  he  would  crawl  under  the 
blanket,  snuggle  up  against  me,  look  at 
me  with  those  wonderful,  all-knowing 
eyes  and  purr  and  purr.  Yes,  what  a  won¬ 
derful  world. 

Then  a  short  time  ago  came  that 
horrible  night.  1  knew  this  lovable  little 
creature  was  dying.  All  through  those 
long  and  painful  hours  I  petted  and 
talked  softly  to  him .  And  then  in  the  early 
morning  hours,  he  emitted  one  final, 
pathetic  little  purr  and  died  in  my  arms 
—  his  final  tribute  of  affection  and 
devotion  to  one  he  loved  deeply.  The  words 
have  not  been  invented  to  express  my 
devastation  and  uncontrollable  grief.  But 
as  I  now  look  back  at  how  this  herolt?  lit¬ 
tle  creature  suffered  in  silence,  yet  ex¬ 
pressing  an  unquenchable  love  and' 
devotion  to  the  very  end,  I  realize  that 
here  was  a  religious  experience  far  tran¬ 
scending  what  I  have  gained  from  some 
of  today’s  modern  temples  of  worship. 

Yes,  as  I  marvel  at  the  miracle  of 
springtime’s  breathtaking  display  of 
color  sweeping  across  the  desert  floor  to 
the  distant  purplish  mountains  ...  as  I 
gaze  upon  that  dazzling  snow-capped 
peak  soaring  heavenward  into  the 
deepest  blue  ...  as  I  thrill  to  another  in¬ 
describable  sunrise  as  it  paints  the 
eastern  sky  with  a  kaleidoscope  of  ever- 
changing  color  .  .  .  and  above  all,  as  I  • 
contemplate  how  much  my  life  has  been 
enriched  by  the  wonder  and  mystery  of 
what  1  found  behind  the  shining  eyes  of 
one  of  God’s  lovable  little  creatures,  I 
now  find  myself  regaining  those  starry, 
heights  of  faith,  optimism,  and  in¬ 
spiration  I  have  so  fruitlessly  been 
seeking  elsewhere.  And  now  you  know. 

" Here  1  Stand"'  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor.  Charles  C.  Hammack.  attends 
St.  John's  UMC  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 
(New  Mexico  Conference). 


The 

Journey 

...  is  a  35-year 
pilgrimage  toward 
Christian  unity. 


When  the  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  opens  July  24  in  Vancouver,  British  Colum¬ 
bia,  it  will  be  a  further  step  in  the  pilgrimage  which 
began  in  Amsterdam,  Holland  in  1948.  The  assembly  is 
the  main  gathering  of: 

"a  fellowship  of  churches  which  confess 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour 
according  to  the  Scriptures  and  therefore  seek 
to  fulfill  together  their  common  calling  .  .  ." 

You,  too,  are  a  pilgrim  on  this  faith  journey.  Support 
of  the  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund  assures 
our  denomination's  presence  in  the  important  mission  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1300,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


) 
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NCC  calls  on  CBS  to  arbitrate 

Network  rejects  council  claim  to  damage  on  60 Minutes 

J  ...  U..  /-DC  >• 


By SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  issued  what  is  believed  to  be  an 
unprecedented  challenge  last  week  to 
CBS  News  to  go  to  arbitration  over  the 
Jan.  23  “60  Minutes”  program  devoted  to 
the  work  of  the  council. 

In  a  letter  to  CBS  President  Thomas  H. 
Wyman  from  Thomas  A.  Show  Jr.,  the 
NCC’s  attorney,  the  NCC  charged  the  “60 
Minutes”  program  was  a  “gross  and 
damaging  distortion  of  the  truth  which 
violated  professional  journalism 
standards  of  accuracy  and  fairness, 
including  CBS  News’  own  self-pro- 
claimed  standards. 

Later  the  same  day,  CBS  in  a  telegram 
letter,  refused  the  offer  of  public  arbitra¬ 
tion  but  offered  a  private  and  unofficial 
meeting  with  NCC  officials. 

CBS  in  a  letter  written  by  Ralph  E. 
Goldberg,  vice-president,  said  “CBS 
continues  to  believe  in  the  accuracy  and 
fairness  of  the  program.” 

Money  damages  possible 

Mr.  Goldberg  said  CBS  found  the 
proposed  arbitration  procedure 
“inappropriate”  because  it  was  a  trial- 
like  proceeding  and  because,  since  the 
impartial  public  panel  could  have 
awarded  money  damages  in  its  remedy, 
the  NCC’s  offer  to  waive  a  legal  suit  was 
meaningless. 

The  scenario  for  an  arbitration 
procedure  is  for  both  parties  to  appoint  a 

UMW  sets 
strategy 

seminar 

CHICO,  Calif.  (UMNS)  -  About  300 
women  leaders  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  throughout  the  U.S.  will  gather 
here  Aug.  12-19  to  study,  discuss  and 
make  plans  related  to  the  church  and 
economic  justice. 

Representing  all  levels  of  the  church 
from  local  to  national,  the  participants 
have  been  selected  from  among  the  1.2 
million  members  of  United  Methodist 
Women  (UMW),  the  body  of  women 
organized  for  mission  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  event  that  brings  them  together  is 
the  quadrennial  National  Seminar  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  the  national  policy¬ 
making  agency  for  UMW.  In  the  44-year 
history  of  seminars,  the  gatherings  often 
have  generated  programs  and  policies 
later  adopted  by  the  Women's  Division 
for  application  by  UMW  and  its  35,000 
local  units.  -H  A. 

Theme  for  the  1983  National  Seminar  is 
“Economics  and  the  Faith  Community.” 

Each  of  the  73  annual  (regional) 
conference  organizations  of  UMW  will 
have  three  delegates,  one  each 
representing  the  conference,  district  and 
local  church.  In  addition,  15  women  16-25 
years  old  will  represent  the  five 
jurisdiction  UMW  organizations. 

Resource  persons  will  give  leadership 
to  such  diverse  areas  as  women  and 
rural  development,  effects  of  advertising 
on  women,  women  and  health, 
immigration,  theology  and  economics, 
social  and  economic  issues  that  impact 
abortion  rights  and  advocacy  for  children. 


public  representative.  (The  NCC 
appointed  Theodore  Hesburgh,  president 
of  Notre  Dame  University).  The  two 
representatives  then  would  select  a  panel 
of  arbitrators. 

The  procedure  itself,  as  described  by 
Mr.  Shaw,  is  much  like  a  court  trial  with 
evidence  submitted  by  both  sides  and 
with  witnesses  called  to  testify.  The 
panel,  he  said,  may  in  conclusion 
recommend  a  remedy  which  could 
include  a  cash  settlement  for  damages. 
The  entire  cost,  he  estimated,  would  be 
$10,000  in  contrast  to  trial  costs 
estimated  as  ranging  from  $600,000  to 
$2.5  million. 

Attorney  Shaw  said  he  knew  of  no  legal 
precedent  for  arbitration  to  be  used  in 
the  broadcast  field.  He  said  a  “basis”  for 
arbitration  existed  because  “CBS  has 
clearly  stated  standards  with  which  the 
NCC  agrees.” 

Is  CBS  confident? 

NCC  officials  said  at  the  June  8  press 
conference  announcing  their  challenge  to 
arbitration  that  they  had  sought  “some 
forum  in  which  an  independent  third 
party”  might  evaluate  the  disputed  Jan. 
23  segment  of  "60  Minutes.”  They  first 
requested  equal  time  of  CBS  to  present  a 
“full  and  fair”  account  of  the  council’s 
work.  This  request  was  turned  down 
earlier  by  CBS. 

The  NCC’s  top  executive,  Claire 
Randall,  said  of  the  CBS  rejection  of 
arbitration  that,  “By  refusing  to  have  its 
own  story  investigated  by  an  indepen¬ 
dent  panel,  CBS  is  saying  quite  clearly  to 
the  public  that  it  does  not  have 
confidence  that  the  story  is  accurate  and 
fair.” 

Attorney  Shaw  added  that  “the  only 
possible  inferences"  to  be  drawn  from 
CBS’  rejection  are  that  the  “60  Minutes” 
segment  about  the  NCC  is  “indefensible” 
and  that  CBS  “lacks  the  guts  to  subject 
its  most  lucrative  enterprise  —  '60 
Minutes’  —  to  a  prompt  and  inexpensive 
test  of  its  fairness  and  accuracy. 

He  said  a  court  trial  is  not  only 
expensive  but  others  who  have  sued  “60 
Minutes”  have  encountered  lengthy  pre¬ 
trial  delays. 

CBS  was  singled  out  for  the  action, 
according  to  Dr.  Randall,  because  “the 


power  of  the  media  is  so  great  and  the 
distortions  were  so  great  and  the 
program  so  visible.”  The  program  has 
an  estimated  40  million  viewers. 

But,  she  noted,  the  challenge  was  only 
about  “a  very  particular  story  on  one 
program  of  one  show  on  one  network.” 
The  NCC  action  was  not  to  say  that  the 
NCC  was  opposed  to  stories  or  editorials 
critical  of  the  council,  she  said.  "We 
welcome  a  variety  of  views;  we  learn 
from  them." 

“This  (show)  has  been  very  damaging 
to  us,”  said  Mr.  Shaw.  "We  want  to  get 
(CBS)  in  the  same  room  with  us.” 

Several  approaches  rejected 

Officials  explained  that  this  unique 
course  of  action  was  chosen  after 
eliminating  several  other  possible 
avenues,  such  as  a  law  suit,  or  filing  a 
complaint  with  the  National  News 
Council  or  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission.  The  options  were 
considered  by  a  special  committee 
appointed  by  NCC  president.  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
the  Indiana  Area. 

The  Rev.  Avery  Post,  a  committee 
member  from  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  said  the  group  concluded  that 
“the  most  responsible  thing  to  do  was  to 
take  it  to  the  public  for  arbitration  since 
it  was  society’s  standards  of  fairness  that 


were  broken  by  CBS.’ 

Dr.  Randall  illustrated  the  NCC’s 
charge  with  video  tape  playbacks  of 
selected  segments  from  the  Jan.  23 
program.  The  first  was  the  show’s 
opening  sequence  which  flashed  images 
of  a  local  church  offering  plate  being 
passed  interspersed  with  photos  of  Fidel 
Castro,  Red  Square  in  Moscow  and  an 
assault  rifle  in  the  hands  of  a  guerilla. 

Dr.  Randall  said  the  sequence  dangled 
“maybes”  before  its  40  million  viewers 
about  the  uses  of  church  offerings 
without  providing  any  proof  that  any 
NCC  money  actually  went  to  buy  guns. 
Further,  she  said,  the  producer  of  the 
segment  —  called  “The  Gospel 
According  to  Whom?”  —  said  she  made 
no  attempt  in  her  research  to  trace 
whether  church  dollars  purchased  guns. 

Mr.  Goldberg  of  CBS  also  pointed  out 
that  the  FCC  is  considering  the 
complaint  filed  by  four  officials  of  NCC- 
member  denominations  and  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Interreligious 
Affairs. 

The  FCC  has  been  asked  by  the  five 
parties  to  rule  on  whether  the  Jan.  23 
segment  met  the  government’s  “fairness 
doctrine”  and  its  rule  against  “personal 
attack”  by  broadcasters. 

Mr.  Goldberg  said  CBS  News  ahd  sent 
the  FCC  point-by-point  rebuttals  to  the 
alleged  inaccuracies. 


NASHVILLE  —  Preaching  tools  including  the  videotape  being  made 
above  will  be  available  to  preachers  attending  the  July  11-14 
"Proclamation’’  preaching  clinic  here.  The  Rev.  David  G.  Buttrick, 
professor  of  homiletics  and  worship  at  Vanderbilt  Lrniversity  Divinity 
School,  explains  the  new  homiletic  on  the  videotape  which  will  be  used  in 
future  field  events  of  the  UM  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section  on  Worship. 
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Values  of  ‘new’  method  extolled 

‘Scenario’  preaching  urged 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  Most  members  of 
United  Methodist  congregations  actually 
comprehend  only  half  of  the  30-minute 
sermon  heard  in  churches  each  Sunday 
morning,  a  professor  of  preaching  said 
here. 

However,  new  preaching  methods  are 
emerging  which  could  turn  dull  sermons 
into  faith  adventures,  he  added. 

The  Rev.  David  Buttrick,  professor  of 
homiletics  at  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School, 
will  demonstrate  a  new  preaching 
method  during  "Proclamation,”  a  church- 


People  in  the  news . . . 


Pianist  plays  on  historic  organ 

Florence  Lovelace  Anderson,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  D.  Eugene  Anderson.  United 
Methodist  minister  in  Twain-Harte,  CA, 
did  her  own  bit  of  Wesleyan  research 
during  the  couple's  recent  vacation  to 
England. 

Ms.  Anderson,  a  concert  pianist, 
played  briefly  on  a  pipe  organ  once 
owned  by  Charles  Wesley  and  said  to  be 
the  instrument  on  which  he  composed 
many  hymns. 

She  also  played  a  full  concert  in  the  700- 
year-old  St.  Margaret's  Church  and  in 
Lovelace  Chapel,  founded  by  her 
ancestors. 

Among  Ms.  Anderson's  more 
traditional  performances  have  been 
guest  solo  appearances  five  times  in  six 
days  during  the  White  House  Conference 
on  Aging  in  1981  and  an  all-Beethoven 
solo  concert  at  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Center  for  the  Performing  Arts  in 
Washington  in  1982. 


wide  preaching  clinic  sponsored  by 
Cokesbury  Educational  Services  and 
Vanderbilt  and  scheduled  July  11-14 
here.  More  than  300  persons  —  mainly 
pastors  —  are  registered  for  the  clinic. 

Dr.  Buttrick,  a  Presbyterian  minister, 
said  his  new  method  will  instruct 
preachers  on  how  to  use  “traveling  word 
pictures”  and  “little  scenes”  to  convey 
theological  principles. 

Replaces  ‘talk-about’  method 

The  problem  with  the  traditional 
sermon  is  that  it  assumes  that  the  Bible 
can  be  reduced  to  simple  principles  or 
truths,  Dr.  Buttrick  told  the  Reporter 
This  assumption  leads  most  pastors  to 
take  a  familiar  Bible  text,  look  at  it  from 
one  point  of  view  and  give  the  moral  of 
the  story.  He  calls  the  old  process  the 
“talk-about”  sermon. 

This  method  is  not  effective  today,  he 
said,  in  part  because  of  people’s  reliance 
on  visual  communication  such  as 
television,  movies  and  advertisements. 
Because  people  are  used  to  visual 
stimuli,  it  takes  longer  to  form  a  concept 
iiflanguage,  yet  listeners’  attention  span 
is  shorter  than  it  was  20  years  ago.  Dr. 
Buttrick  said. 

Therefore  the  effective  sermon  in  1983 
must  employ  varying  points  of  view  and 
word  pictures  to  keep  the  action  going 
and  keep  the  churchgoer  interested,  he 
said. 

When  asked  for  a  detailed  example. 
Dr.  Buttrick  chose  the  familiar  story  of 
the  feeding  of  the  5,000  following  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount.  The  traditional 
preaching  method,  he  said,  would 
assume  that  a  church  member  knows  the 
story.  The  pastor  would  interpret  its 
meaning  by  extolling  the  miraculous 
power  of  Jesus  Christ  or  by 


addresses  Salvadoran  refugees 

Congress  considers  asking  temporary  ‘sanctuary’ for  all 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  Church  people  have 
an  opportunity  before  Congress  right 
now  to  make  the  “whole  United  States  a 
true  sanctuary  for  Salvadoran 
refugees,”  say  representatives  of  Church 
World  Service. 

They  are  encouraging  individual 
Christians  and  congregations  to  let  their 
congressional  representatives  know  that 
they  support  a  “sense  of  Congress” 
resolution  recently  attached  to  the 


massive  immigration  reform  bill  before 
the  U.S.  House. 

If  the  bill  passes  into  law  as  expected 
with  the  resolution  still  attached,  it  would 
place  Congress  on  record  as  asking  (it 
cannot  require)  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department  to  allow  Salvadoran 
refugees  to  stay  here  until  strife  in  their 
homeland  is  settled.  The  technical  name 
for  this  status  is  “extended  voluntary 
departure." 

The  opportunity  now  in  Congress 
should  put  on  the  back  burner  the  lively 


SAN  DIEGO  —  Illegal  aliens  from  south  of  the  U.S.  border  wait  in  a 
holding  area  for  transportation  to  San  Diego  detention  center.  Immigration 
officials  —  who  supervise  the  nation’s  most  heavily-infiltrated  corridor  for 
undocumented  aliens  from  Mexico  —  recently  intercepted  a  record  2,442 
people  in  one  day.  religious  news  service  piioto 


debate  of  the  last  few  months  (see 
Reporter  April  15  and  22)  about  whether 
churches  should  break  U.S.  law  by 
providing  “sanctuary"  to  protect  the 
Salvadorans  from  deportation,  Kenlynn 
K.  Schroeder  told  the  Reporter.  She  is  the 
West  Coast  representative  of  Church 
World  Service,  the  refugee  and 
rehabilitation  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ. 

The  movement  of  civil  disobedience 
advocating  that  churches  declare 
themselves  as  "sanctuaries”  for  illegal- 
status  Salvadorans  can  help  only  a  small 
number,  while  the  granting  of  “extended 
voluntary  departure”  status  would 
protect  all  the  refugees,  she  said. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Salvadorans 
have  fled  the  civil  war  and  economic 
upheaval  in  their  country  and  illegally 
entered  the  United  States  during  the  last 
three  years.  The  U.S.  government  has 
granted  legal  asylum  to  only  a  few  dozen 
and  has  deported  hundreds  of  others 
monthly. 

Several  United  Methodist  agencies  and 
other  denominations  have  been 
advocating  legal  refuge  for  them  for 
more  than  a  year. 

However,  the  UM  General  Boards  of 
Church  and  Society  and  of  Global 
Ministries  —  strong  supporters  of  giving 
Salvadorans  refuge  are  working  to 
defeat  the  so-called  Simpson/Mazzoli 
immigration  bill. 

Staff  members  of  both  agencies  told 
the  Reporter  that  they  applaud  certain 
provision  such  as  the  help  to  Salvadorans 
and  the  granting  of  permanent  residency 
to  at  least  part  of  the  millions  of  illegal 
aliens  in  this  nation.  But  the  basic 
purposes  of  the  bill  to  clamp  down  on 
illegal  immigration  by  denying  jobs  to 
illegal  aliens  and  to  limit  legal 
immigration  are  just  too  unpalatable,  the 
staff  members  said. 

While  the  two  UM  boards  take  the 
position  that  the  bill  is  so  fundamentally 
flawed  that  it  cannot  be  amended  to 


make  it  supportable,  Church  World 
Service  takes  the  position  that  the  bill  is  a 
compromise  document  that  can  be 
helpful,  especially  if  it  is  amended  at 
three  or  four  points,  Ms.  Schroeder  said. 

Church  World  Service  wrote  and 
pushed  the  “sense  of  Congress” 
resolution  now  included  in  the  House  bill, 
said  Patrick  Taran  of  Church  World 
Service’s  New  York  Office. 

“I  feel  it  would  change  the  balance  so 
that  the  Justice  Department  politically 
would  feel  it  should  follow  Congress’ 
suggestion.”  he  said. 

The  Justice  Department  already  is 
under  a  great  deal  of  pressure,  he  said, 
because  of  protests,  the  running  of  an 
“underground  railroad,”  the  providing 
of  illegal  “sanctuary”  by  several  dozen 
churches  and  other  public  displays  of 
dissatisfaction  with  current  immigration 
policy. 

Michael  Myers,  in  the  relief  agency’s 
Washington  office,  said  this  is  a  crucial 
time  for  Christians  to  show  their  support 
for  the  Salvadoran  resolution  so 
President  Reagan  would  see  that 
Congress’  action  is  the  will  of  a  lot  of 
Americans. 

It  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
Christian  faith  for  persons  to  continue  to 
protest  current  law  without  working  hard 
to  make  the  law  better  through  the 
democratic  process,  Ms.  Schroeder  said. 

Many  church  agencies  have  contended 
that  Salvadorans  face  persecution  and 
even  death  when  they  are  deported  back 
home.  But  the  Reagan  Administration 
has  not  agreed. 

Its  position  was  re-iterated  on  May  31 
when  the  State  Department  announced 
that  "extended  voluntary  departure  is 
not  appropriate  for  Salvadorans  at  the 
present  time  because  it  would  encourage 
further  illegal  immigration  to  the  U.S. 
from  El  Savador,  a  country  from  which 
there  has  long  been  substantial  illegal 
immigration.” 


acknowledging  His  admonition  to  feed 
the  hungry. 

But.  Dr.  Buttrick  recommends  this 
different  process.  “We  begin  with  the 
crowd  of  people  screaming  about  having 
nothing  to  eat.  The  disciples  —  being 
human  like  us  —  voice  their  first 
impulse,  which  is  to  send  the  crowd  away 
and  get  rid  of  the  problem . 

“Then  we  look  at  Jesus,  who  knows  the 
people  are  hungry,  and  He  makes  a 
seemingly  absurd  statement:  feed 
them.'  Finally,  when  He  sees  that  no  one 
is  with  him  on  this.  He  says  “Bring  me 
what  you  have.’  And  they  do  and  it’s 
enough  and  everyone  is  happy.  So  what 
have  we  learned  that  applies  to  our 
human  experience  today? 

“We  first  formed  a  sense  of  human 
need  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  crowd. 
Then  we  move  to  a  sense  of  totally 
inadequate  resources  —  five  loaves  and 
two  fish.  Next,  we  look  at  our  first 
impulse,  to  get  away  from  the  problems 
of  hungry  people,  or  the  crisis  in  Central 
America,  or  welfare  mothers  in  the 
United  States.  You  might  even  point  out 
that  most  of  our  churches  use  70  percent 
of  their  income  for  maintenance  and  in- 
house  programs  because  we  haven’t 
learned  how  to  share,"  Dr.  Buttrick  said. 

“Finally,  we  hear  the  Lord  still  telling 
us  what  needs  to  be  done  and  we  look  to 
each  other  for  help.  We  realize  we  have 
to  work  together  and  pool  our  resources 
to  feed  the  hungry,  to  make  our  voices 
heard  in  Washington.  So  we  take  all  we 
have  and  lay  it  before  the  Lord  and  we 
can  do  what  needs  doing  by  obeying 
Jesus  and  working  together  .  " 

Several  points  of  view  covered 

Dr.  Buttrick  said  that  under  his 
method,  the  sermon  takes  into  account 
all  human  points  of  view  represented. 
“Instead  of  giving  a  bare-bones  account 
of  what  happened,  we  look  at  the  plot 
from  different  angles,  much  like  a  short 
story  or  television  show  would,"  he  said. 

The  process,  though  more  exciting 
than  the  “old  method”,  is  just  as 
scholarly,  said  the  Rev.  William  Steele,  a 
former  student  of  Dr.  Buttrick’s,  who  has 
“always  used  the  new  method.”  The 
pastor  of  Bethany  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Lafayette,  Ind.,  gave  the 
Reporter  an  example  of  the  “old  vs.  new 
methods.” 

In  the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  he 
said,  under  the  “old  way,”  most  pastors 
tell  of  how  both  the  priest  and  the  Levite 
pass  the  injured  man  and  how  the  outcast 
Samaritan  helps  him.  The  moral:  we 
should  all  be  Good  Samaritans  and 
should  help  people  whenever  they  are  in 
trouble. 


That’s  a  simple  principle.  Mr.  Steele 
said,  but  not  very  effective  in  getting 
Christians  interested  in  seeking  people  in 
trouble  and  feeling  a  personal  desire  to 
help  them 

"In  David’s  ( Buttrick’s)  method,  I 
would  tell  the  story  from  several 
different  points  of  view  —  looking  at  the 
situation  from  the  priest's  or  th-  Levite’s 
points  of  view  as  well  as  from  Jesus,’ 

Mr  Steele  explained.  "Then  I  would 
substitute  real  people  —  people  we  know 
today  for  each  of  those  characters, 
because  they  are  all  a  part  of  us  at  one 
time  or  another.  We  have  passed  by 
people  who  needed  help  and  we  have 
stopped  to  help  them  because  we  felt  it 
was  the  Christian  thing  to  do. 

“But  by  the  end  of  my  sermon,  I  would 
want  my  congregaUon  to  identify  with 
the  man  in  the  ditch  —  to  see  that  we  all 
need  help  and  that  sometimes  we  can 
learn  to  give  and  take  from  people  we 
don't  like  very  much. 

Is  the  difference  clear? 

Can  a  congregation  tell  the  difference 
betw  eon  the  old  way  of  preaching  and  the 
new  way?  The' 'Rev.  David  Randolph,  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  and  researcher 
in  various  new  preaching  methods,  said  yes. 

Dr.  Randolph,  pastor  of  Christ  UMC  in 
New  York  City  and  former  head  of  the 
forerunner  to  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  Section  on  Evangelism, 
said  his  Manhattan  congregation  has 
grown  much  more  “mission-oriented,” 
thanks  in  part  to  a  new,  more  picturesque 
preaching  method.  Under  the  “old 
method."  he  said,  they  are  told  what  to 
do.  The  "new  method"  helps  them  see 
what  they  should  do.  The  congregation 
recently  started  a  food  program  for 
indigent  people  and  has  increased  giving 
to  mission  projects.  “My  sermons  have 
made  them  see  that  the  bag  ladies  are  no 
different  than  those  5,000  people  that 
Jesus  told  his  disciples  to  feed.”  Dr. 
Randolph  said.  “In  this  re-examination 
of  preaching  and  sermons,  we  are  seeing 
ways  to  let  people  hear  that  parables  and 
Bible  stories  were  meant  to  be  timeless, 
without  lofty  interpretation,  so  they  can 
relate  to  human  need  today,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Buttrick  agreed.  “In  our  research 
we  can  be  90  to  95  percent  sure  of  what  a 
sermon  is  going  to  do  to  a  person’s 
consciousness  In  most  sermons  only  30 
percent  of  what  is  said  is  retained.  That 
doesn’t  get  much  action.  By  using  little 
scenarios  and  keeping  the  language 
fluid,  we  are  granting  the  Gospel  as 
much  power  as  we  can  give  it. 
Churchgoers  are  getting  more  from  the 
Scriptures,  so  they  are  giving  more  of 
themselves.” 


“It  is  a  privilege  and  joy.”  an 
Alabama  pastor  wrote,  "to  tell 
you  what  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  has  meant  to 
us." 

His  young  congregation  needed  - 
a  new  building.  UMDF's  low- 
interest  loan  made  what  the  . 
pastor  called  "a  tremendous  dif¬ 
ference.”  And  today  the  church 
is  thriving. 

UMDF  has  made  that  "tremen¬ 
dous  difference"  in  more  than 
1900  local  congregations.  It's 
possible  because  more  than  2500 
faithful  United  Methodists  have 
put  their  money  where  their 
heart  is.  UMDF  needs  you. 

UMDF  investors  benefit  from 
the  9%  per  year11  return  on  their 
money  — and  have  the  "privilege 
and  joy"  of  knowing  they  are  part 
of  church  growth. 

—  UMDF  ■ 

Write  fur  n  free  prospectus  to: 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Box  1103 -S.  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  NY  101 15 

•Effective  Feb.  11)81. 


“A  Privilege 
and  a  Joy.  . 


i 
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Bicentennial  minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

June  18-23,  1940,  the  first  Conference  of  the  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  met  in  St.  Louis.  A  part  of  the  compromise  plan  for 
the  Methodist  Church  union  of  1939,  this  was  a  Black, 
racially  devised  jurisdiction.  The  other  five  jurisdictions 
were  geographical  in  nature.  The  Jurisdiction  consisted  of 
nineteen  Annual  Conferences  and  320,000  members.  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Jones,  the  first  Black  M.E.  Bishop  assigned  to 
work  in  America,  presided.  The  segregated  jurisdiction  was 
abolished  with  the  formation  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  Texas  in  1968. 

First  the  Methodists, 
now  the  Presbyterians 
patch  Civil  War  split 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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BOB  JONES  — INIVERSITY 


WASHINGTON  —  The  Supreme  Court  ruled  on  May  24  by  8  to  1  that  racially  discriminatory  private  schools  are 
ineligible  for  Federal  tax-exemption.  Bob  Jones  University  of  Greenville,  S.C.,  above,  was  one  school  affected  by 
the  decision.  The  court  upheld  rulings  of  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Fourth  Circuit,  in  determining 
that  the  University  and  the  Goldsboro  Christian  Schools  in  Goldsboro,  N.C.,  both  practiced  racial  discrimination  in 
their  policies.  Later  the  Rev.  Bob  Jones  3d  alluded  to  the  verdict  in  a  sermon  to  students  during  their  daily  chapel 
meeting  at  the  institution:  “We’re  in  a  bad  fix  in  America,”  Mr.  Jones  said,  “when  eight  evil  old  men  and  one 
vain  and  foolish  woman  can  speak  a  verdict  on  American  liberties.”  “Our  nation  from  this  day  forward,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “is  no  better  than  Russia  insofar  as  expecting  the  blessing  of  God  is  concerned.  You  no  longer  live  in  a 
nation  that  is  religiously  free.”  religious  news  service  photo 


The  American  Civil  War  and  the 
tensions  leading  to  it  ruptured  three 
major  Protestant  groups  —  the 
Methodists,  Presbyterians  and  Baptists 
—  into  northern  and  southern 
denominations. 

In  1939,  the  southern  and  northern 
Methodist  churches  (along  with  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  from  an 
even  earlier  split)  reunited. 

Now,  the  Presbyterians  have  done  the 
same. 

Asked  why  it  took  the  Presbyterians 
so  much  longer  than  the  Methodists,  the 
Rev.  Randy  Taylor,  the  moderator  of 
the  new  united  Presbyterian  denomi¬ 
nation,  said  it  was  because  Presby¬ 
terians  don't  have  bishops. 

By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Special  to  the  Reporter 
ATLANTA  —  When  the  Rev.  George 
Ulp  of  Ashville,  S.C.  collapsed  Friday 
night  in  a  meeting  hall  at  the  World 
Congress  Center  here,  he  refused  to  let 
first-aid  attendants  call  an  ambulance. 
He  had  waited  years  for  this  event,  Mr. 
Ulp  protested;  furthermore,  his  family 
had  been  waiting  for  it  122  years,  and  he 
had  no  intention  of  letting  himself  be 
carried  out  of  the  hall  on  a  stretcher. 

Mr.  Ulp  was  one  of  the  more  than  13,000 
people  who  partook  of  Holy  Communion 
during  a  historic  celebration  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  reuniting  the  two  major 
U.S.  branches  of  Presbyterianism, 
divided  since  the  civil  war. 

The  service  officially  inaugurated  the 
new  3.2-million-member  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

Mr.  Ulp.  a  retired  pastor,  was  served 
the  Communion  elements  as  he  reclined 
on  a  bed  at  the  side  of  the  hall,  just 
outside  the  first-aid  station. 

The  opening  procession,  lasted  more 
than  a  half-hour.  Commissioners 
(delegates)  to  the  general  assembly  of 
the  2.3-million-member  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  U.S. A.  (UPC)  and  the 
820,000-member  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  U.S.  (PCUS)  marched  into  the  vast 
convention  hall  down  two  separate  aisles 
as  the  congregation  sang. 

Preceded  by  a  cross  and  a  Bible, 
present  and  former  top  officials  of  the 
churches  led  the  way.  Some  of  the  more 
than  1,000  marchers  representing  194 
Presbyteries  (local  governing  units) 
carried  banners,  loaves  of  homemade 
bread  and  Communion  chalices.  Some 
had  cameras  hung  around  their  necks  to 
take  pictures  of  the  once-in-a-lifetime 
event. 

As  the  separate  lines  converged  at  the 
front  of  the  hall,  banners  were  placed  in 
standards,  and  the  194  loaves  of  bread 
and  the  194  chalices  were  placed  on  the 
platform,  where  they  remained 
throughout  the  service. 

At  8:37  p.m.  EDT.  the  moderators  of 
the  uniting  churches  —  the  Rev.  James 
Costen  of  the  UPC  and  the  Rev.  John 
Anderson  of  the  PCUS  —  read  in  unison 
the  declaration  that  brought  the  new 
church  into  being,  concluding  with  the 
words,  “The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A.)  is  now  constituted  as  a  part  of 
the  one,  holy,  catholic  and  apostolic  Church 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  ” 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0. 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 


NEW  MISSION  RESOURCES 
Two  basic  annuals  are  available  to 
spark  your  mission  planning: 

"1983-84  Catalog  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries."  (35614)  Compre¬ 
hensive  listing  of  mission  resources. 
New  mission  studies  are  introduced. 
Free  for  postage  and  handling. 

"1982  Annual  Report:  April  issue  of 
New  World  Outlook."  (34252)  Well- 
ilustrated  report  highlighting  global 
concerns  and  missional  challenges  of 
the  Board's  work.  Special  full-color 
Persons-in-Mission  section  and 
reflections  on  CBS  "60  Minutes"  pro¬ 
gram.  75  cents. 

GREAT  IDEAS  COMING  IN  AUGUST 
Two  new  publications  in  a  series  by 
Don  Struchen  will  soon  be  ready, 
bringing  together  the  best  program 
suggestions  in  "TV  (Timely  Variety) 
Guidlines."  ' 

"Great  Ideas  for  Workers  with  Chil¬ 
dren."  (34293)  Timeless  mission  educa¬ 
tion  ideas  that  have  worked  with  chil¬ 
dren.  Includes  tips  for  getting  involved, 
hunger  activities,  and  much  more. 
S3. 00. 

"Great  Ideas  for  Local  Church  Mission 
Leaders."  (34294)  A  collection  of  pro¬ 
gram  suggestions  covering  promotion 
and  publicity,  displays,  bulletins  and 
parish  papers,  minutes  for  mission  and 
additional  resources.  S3. 00. 

Order  from  Servico  Confer.  7820.  Reading 
Rd.,  Cincinnati,  OH.  45237. 


The  Rev.  John  Anderson  of  Dallas, 
preaching  at  the  Communion  service, 
drew  an  illustration  from  Ann  Tyler’s 
novel  “Dinner  At  the  Homesick  Restau¬ 
rant,”  about  the  loneliness  of  a  fractured 
family. 

Referring  to  the  long  separation  of  the 
two  Presbyterian  bodies,  Anderson 
observed,  “All  through  the  years,  we 
have  missed  each  other,  subconsciously 
being  homesick  for  each  other.”  He 
recited  a  litany  of  Presbyterian  division. 
“Pride,  prejudice,  power  politics,  hurt 
feelings  and  hard  lines  caused  one  after 
another  to  leave  the  family  table.” 

Recalling  the  old  Gospel  song,  “Softly 
and  Tenderly  Jesus  is  Calling,”  he 
repeated  the  lines  “Come  home,  come 
home,”  and  called  upon  worshipers  to 
“come  to  the  table  as  one  family. 
Welcome  fathers  and  mothers,  sisters 
and  brothers  to  the  reunion  banquet. 
Welcome  to  the  feast  of  the  Lamb,  to 
‘dinner  at  the  homesick  restaurant’  ” 

The  reunion  festivities  were  the 
culmination  of  an  intensive  14-year  process 
of  negotiations.  Previous  reunion  efforts 
had  failed,  including  one  series  of  talks 
that  ended  in  the  southern  presbyteries’ 
refusal  in  1958  to  approve  a  plan  of  union. 


University  commemorates 
long-time  chapel  dean 

BOSTON  —  United  Methodist-related 
Boston  University  recently  commemo¬ 
rated  the  life  and  thought  of  the  Rev. 
Howard  Thurman,  dean  of  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  Marsh  Chapel  from  1952-64. 

Dr.  Thurman  was  the  first  black 
person  to  hold  such  a  position  in  a 
predominantly-white  American  univer¬ 
sity.  He  was  an  American  Baptist,  and 
one  of  his  best-known  students  was 
another  Baptist,  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr. 

Speakers  at  commemoration  services 
included  another  former  student,  Rabbi 
Joseph  B  Glaser,  executive  vice 
-president  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis. 

Forum  to  participate 
in  some  WCC  events 

BELLINGHAM,  Wash.  -  U.S. 
religious  groups,  including  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  are  helping  promote  a  forum 
here  July  23-Aug.  1  coinciding  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  assembly  50 
miles  away  July  24-Aug.  10  in  Vancouver, 
Canada. 

Forum  participants  will  study  issues 
being  debated  at  the  WCC  assembly  and 
will  visit  the  global  meeting  three  times. 
Planners  said  the  forum  was  organized 
in  part  because  an  overflow  crowd  of 
visitors  was  indicated  in  Vancouver. 

‘Convenience  stores’  scored 
for  sales  of  ‘pornography’ 

TUPELO.  Miss.  —  The  National 
Federation  for  Decency,  headed  here  by 
United  Methodist  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Wildmon,  has  named  The  Southland 
Corp.  its  “Pornographer  of  the  Month” 
for  June 


Tax  ruling 

hikes  fears 
about  IRS 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Experts  on 
tax  law  and  religion  are  giving  mixed 
reviews  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s 
decision  that  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  may  deny  tax  exemption  to 
religious  schools  practicing  racial 
discrimination  (see  related  editorial  on 
page  2). 

These  specialists  emphasized  their 
agreement  with  the  high  court’s  basic 
conclusion  in  the  cases  of  “Bob  Jones 
University  v.  U.S.”  and  “Goldsboro 
Christian  Schools  v.  U.S.”  that  race 
discrimination  is  a  bar  to  tax  exemption, 
even  when  the  discriminatory  policies 
are  based  on  sincerely  held  religious 
beliefs. 

But  they  are  plainly  worried  that  a 
zealous  IRS  might  someday  move  to 
strip  tax  exemptions  from  other  religious 
groups  on  grounds  they  violate 
prevailing  public  policies. 

In  its  8-1  decision,  the  court  rejected 
the  schools’  claims  that  the  IRS  had 
violated  their  free  exercise  of  religion 
and  lacked  statutory  authority  to  strip  or 
deny  their  tax  exemptions. 

On  the  free  exercise  question,  Chief 
Justice  Warren  E.  Burger,  writing  for 
the  majority,  held  that  “not  all  burdens 
on  religion  are  unconstitutional  .  .  .  The 
state  may  justify  a  limitation  on  religious 
liberty  by  showing  that  it  is  essential  to 
accomplish  an  overriding  governmental 
interest.” 

What  about  subsidies? 

Although  none  of  the  experts 
interviewed  disagreed  with  that  portion 
of  Justice  Burger’s  decision,  each  was 
disturbed  by  the  chief  justice’s 
affirmative  answer  to  the  case’s  other 
main  question  —  does  the  IRS  have  legal 
authority  to  revoke  or  deny  tax 
exemptions  on  the  basis  of  established 
public  policy? 


Southland  is  the  parent  company  of  7- 
11  convenience  stores,  among  other 
enterprises.  Mr.  Wildmon  said  the 
“award”  is  given  to  companies  which 
advertise  in  or  distribute  what  the  NFD 
considers  to  be  pornographic  publica¬ 
tions  such  as  Hustler,  Penthouse,  or 
Playboy  magazines. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  7-11  stores  sell  more 
“pornographic  magazines”  than  any 
other  retailer  in  America. 

‘Equality’  program  opposes 
civil  rights  nominations 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.  -  Project 
Equality,  a  national  interfaith  program 
for  equal  employment  opportunity,  has 
called  on  U.S.  Senate  members  to  oppose 
nominations  of  three  persons  to  the  U.  S. 
Commission  on  Civil  Rights. 

The  program’s  executive  director,  a 
United  Methodist,  the  Rev.  Maurice  E. 
Culver,  in  a  letter  to  President  Reagan 
said  the  organization  “deplores  and 
opposes  your  action  to  replace  three 
members  with  persons  compatible  with 
your  personal  views  regarding 
discrimination.” 

Project  Equality  also  said  the  effect  of 
the  President’s  action  “is  to  reduce  the 
commission  to  a  public  relations  arm  of 
the  White  House  rather  than  to  be  a 
viable  and  important  source  of 
information ...” 

Yellowstone  Conference 
to  aid  rural  Kenyans 

BOZEMAN,  Mont.  -  The  UM 
Yellowstone  Conference  Commission  on 
World  Hunger  has  chosen  rural 
development  as  the  next  priority  for  its 
Kenya  Partnership  program. 

The  decision  came  after  conversations 
with  the  Rev.  Johana  Mbogori,  presiding 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya. 
Yellowstone  support  will  take  two  forms 


The  specialists  interviewed  also  point 
to  another  recent  high  court  decision,  a 
unanimous  ruling  written  by  Justice 
William  H.  Rehnquist  stating  in  part  that 
“both  tax  exemptions  and  tax- 
deductibility  are  a  form  of  subsidy  that  is 
administered  through  the  tax  system” 
(81-2338,  Regan  v.  Taxation  with 
Representation  of  Washington). 

Dean  M.  Kelley,  director  for  religious 
and  civil  liberty  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ,  said  that  while  “it 
is  reassuring”  that  the  court  “has 
reaffirmed  the  importance  of 
eliminating  racial  discrimination  in 
education,"  the  justices  “made  some 
trade-offs  against  other  important 
principles  which  may  be  retreats  from 
earlier  positions.” 

One  such  principle,  he  said,  is  that  “a 
government  benefit  may  not  be 
conditioned  upon  abandonment  of  a 
constitutional  right.”  In  the  Bob  Jones 
decision,  Mr.  Kelley  went  on,  “the  court 
now  holds  that  a  religious  group  involved 
must  choose  between  practicing  its 
religion  and  retaining  its  tax 
exemption." 

Mr.  Kelley  concluded  that  all  nine 
justices  “have  uncritically  accepted  the 
notion  ...  tax  exemption  is  the 
equivalent  of  a  governmental  subsidy,  an 
idea  having  no  basis  in  the  origin  of  the 
income  tax  law  nor  in  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1965  and  which  undercuts  an 
important  buffer  between  citizen  action 
and  governmental  sanctions.” 

Exemption  criteria  disturbing 

Elliott  Wright,  coordinator  of  the 
Project  on  Church,  State  and  Taxation  of 
the  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jews,  agreed  with  Mr.  Kelley  in 
saying  that  the  Bob  Jones  decision  “sets 
forth  a  disturbing  legal  philosophy  of  tax 
exemption”  as  applied  to  churches  and 
other  religious  institutions. 

The  justices,  he  said,  “seem  not  to 
have  carefully  weighed  the  implications 
for  religion  of  the  philosophy  of 
exemption,”  spelled  out  in  the  Bob  Jones 
and  Regan  cases. 


—  helping  establish  domestic  water 
supply  in  rural  villages  and  replanting 
trees. 

Lecture  series  honors 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

WASHINGTON  -  Foundry  UMC  here 
is  hosting  a  commemorative  lecture- 
worship  series  June  12,  19,  and  26 
honoring  the  life  and  thinking  of  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Peace,  freedom  and  jobs  will  be 
discussed.  The  series  is  co-sponsored  by 
the  host  church  and  the  Metropolitan 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Washington  and  commemorates  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  late  Dr.  King’s 
famous  “I  Have  a  Dream”  speech. 

World  Methodists  to 
explore  peace  issues 

LONDON  —  More  than  90  countries  are 
expected  to  send  delegates  to  an 
international  peace  conference  to  be  held 
by  the  World  Methodist  Council  in  1985. 

The  conference,  a  joint  venture  of  the 
council’s  social  and  international  affairs 
committee,  and  its  evangelism 
committee,  was  given  the  go-ahead  at  a 
meeting  in  London  last  month.  The  co- 
chairmen  of  the  planning  group,  the  Rev. 
Norman  Dewire  and  the  Rev.  Alan 
Walker,  said  peace  was  a  top  priority  for 
Methodists  throughout  the  world.  In 
every  country  Methodists  were  in  the 
forefront  of  the  peace  movement. 

A  Lenten  study  on  the  bibical  basis  of 
peace,  to  be  used  in  Methodist  churches 
throughout  the  world,  is  being  prepared 
for  1985  by  the  Secretary  of  the  British 
Methodist  Conference,  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Greet.  Dr.  Greet,  a  former  chairman  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  executive, 
is  co-chairman  of  the  World 
Disarmament  Campaign. 


Taken  together,  Mr.  Wright 
emphasized,  the  two  decisions  “state 
that  tax  exemption  is  a  governmental 
‘subsidy’  extended  by  legislative  grace 
only  to  organizations  that  carry  out 
public  services  that  government  might 
otherwise  be  forced  to  perform." 

One  problem  with  that  view,  he  went 
on,  is  that  churches  and  synagogues, 
while  performing  charitable  services, 
exist  primarily  “to  foster  worship,  offer 
religious  instruction  to  their  own  and 
serve  as  a  base  for  religious  witness 
within  the  society.”  None  of  these,  he 
said,  is  a  task  that  government  may 
legitimately  perform. 

Court  in  no-win  case 

The  director  of  the  Washington  Office 
of  the  Christian  Legal  Society,  Sam 
Ericson,  assessed  the  Bob  Jones- 
Goldsboro  results  as  a  classic  example  of 
the  legal  maxim  that  “troubling  cases 
make  troubling  law.”  He  noted  that  the 
high  court  “was  faced  with  a  no-win 
situation”  in  that  had  it  ruled  in  favor  of 
Bob  Jones  and  Goldsboro  “the  strong 
civil  rights  forces  in  this  country  would 
have  been  up  in  arms.” 

Similarly,  he  said,  the  court  risked  the 
criticism  “of  a  broad  spectrum  of  the 


religious  community”  by  ruling  against 
the  schools. 

In  finding  against  the  schools,  Mr. 
Ericson  said,  the  court  “sacrificed 
religious  beliefs  that  it  admitted  to  be 
sincere  on  the  altar  of  an  overriding 
interest  in  eradicating  racial  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  education  —  a  distinction  that 
the  court  also  admitted  prevailed  with 
governmental  approval  for  the  first  165 
years  of  this  nation’s  history.” 

Yet,  for  Mr.  Ericson,  whose 
organization  filed  a  friend-of-the-court 
brief  siding  with  Bob  Jones,  the  most 
troubling  aspect  of  the  results  “is  the 
holding  that  religious  institutions  must 
conform  to  governmentally-approved 
policies  in  order  to  receive  tax- 
exemption.”  He  added:  “For  the  first 
time,  the  Supreme  Court  has  decided 
that  the  government  is  free  to  tax 
unpopular  religious  beliefs,  no  matter 
how  sincere  those  beliefs  may  be." 

One  special  irony  of  the  decision,  he 
said,  is  that  before  the  court’s  landmark 
1954  Brown  v.  Board  of  Education  ruling 
outlawing  segregated  public  schools,  “all 
tax  exempt  organizations  pushing  for 
integration  would  have  jeopardized  their 
tax  exempt  status,”  had  the  Bob  Jones 
rationale  been  in  place. 


A  life-guide  for  becoming 

a  mature  lover. 

Discover  what  love  means  at  each  stage  of  the  way.  How  it  feels 
to  be  a  child,  a  rebel,  an  adult,  an  outlaw,  and  ultimately  a  mature 
lover.  The  Passionate  Life  revolutionizes  how  we  look  at  sex,  love, 
emotion,  the  whole  play  of  human  relationships. 

“A  vivid  map  of  the  connections 
between  eros  and  all  of  existence  .  .  . 
A  treasury  of  wisdom  and  insight.” 

-George  Leonard 
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CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

Graphs  and  Instructions  for  Embroidery  and  Other 
Projects  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol.  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend, 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross- 
stitch  projects.  $7.00  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax). 
Nancy  Designs,  11036-R  Trail  West,  Bloomington, 
MN  55437. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest’  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive.  N.Y.,  NY 
10115. 

LARGE  FAMILY  TREE  form,  easy  to  complete, 
excellent  layout,  suitable  for  wall  framing,  white  or 
antique  parchment.  Send  $7.50  to  B.  L,  Enterprises, 
9640  New  Bethel  Rd.,  Millington,  TN  38053. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  with  emphasis  in  Christian 
Education  for  all  ages:  Salary  $14,000  to  $18,000  plus 
beautiful  home  Resume:  Dr  Larry  Speicher,  15623 
36th  Ave.  N.E.,  Seattle,  WA 98155. 

FRESH  INSPIRATIONAL  SUMMER  Reading.  "A 
Letter  from  Peter,"  Dr.  Preston  Taylor.  24  novel¬ 
like,  Bible-centered  chapters.  253  pages.  Ideal 
Pastor/Church  library  gift.  $5.00  postpaid. 
Inspiration  Books,  Big  Wells,  TX  78830.  i 

WANTED:  FULL  TIME  Church  Youth  Director  to 
begin  July.  Send  resume  to:  Hastings  UM  Church, 
615  W.  15th,  Hastings,  MN  55033. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Coordinator  of  Lay 
Ministries.  Church  needs  individual  to  develop, 
organize  and  administer  programs  for  all  age 
groups.  Must  relate  well  to  other  persons.  Good 
organizational  and  administrative  abilities  essential. 
Please  send  resume  to:  P.O.  Box  69,  Hammond,  LA 
70404. 

WANT  TO  EMPLOY:  Director  of  Programs.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Georgetown,  Texas,  to 
develop/coordinate  programs  for  all  age  groups. 
Salary  package  negotiable  based  on  educa¬ 
tion/experience.  Contact  Dr,  Barbara  Brightwell, 
P.O.  Box  6224,  Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown.  Tx  78626  (  512)  863-1581 

MCKEESPORT  CHRYSLER/Plymouth  Inc  1234 
Long  Run  Road,  McKeesport.  PA  Bob  Stoll,  Lease 
Mgr  (412  )  672-9155.  Lease  your  new  Chrysler  or 
Plymouth  Now  —  Less  than  you  would  pay  to  buy  — 

No  cash  investment,  only  first  payment  and  small 
refundable  security  deposit.  Call  or  write  for  details. 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by 
F.D.I.C.  Return  of  one-half  of  one  percent  above  the 
prevailing  market.  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000.  Maximum  per  person;  $100,000.. 
Maximum  Length:  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact:  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson,  Westview 
National  Bank,  Box  7554,  Waco.  TX  76714  or  Rev. 
Richard  M.  Freeman,  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714-7736. 

CLASSICAL  ORGAN  -  Conn  716, 2  manual.  32-pedal 
concave  radiating,  5  piston.  Walnut,  superb 
condition.  $9,000  negotiable.  (315  )  343-7692,  eves  and 
weekends  (315  )  656-7457 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor, 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1  00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2646. 

L-P  RECORDS,  BY  CONCERT  Pianist  Florence 
Lovelace  Anderson,  guest  soloist  at  a  Presidential 
White  House  Conference,  1981,  soloist  at  the  Kennedy 
Center,  1982,  and  guest  soloist  in  Great  Britain,  1982. 
Records  include  Chopin's  A-flat  Polonaise,  and 
Beethoven's  Appassionata.  Mrs  Anderson  is  the  wife 
of  a  UM  minister  Prompt  mailing.  $7.95.  no  charge 
for  postage  Record.  22722  Middle  Camp  Road, 
Twain-Harte.  CA  95383 

SUMMER  RENTALS.  Incomparable  View,  North 
Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska/Waynes- 
ville.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week, 
$400  month.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynes- 
ville,  NC  28786,  (704  )  627-6067  j 

UMW  loans  car  seats 


DES  PLAINES,  Ill.  —  Effective  July  1,  Illinois  law  will  require  that 
children  under  four  use  federally-approved  car  seats  or  seat  belts  when  riding 
in  autos.  To  help  persons  cope  with  that  law,  United  Methodist  Women  of 
First  UMC  in  this  Chicago  suburb  have  purchased  two  car  seats  retailing  at 
$40  each.  These  are  available  on  loan  to  parents  until  they  save  enough 
money  to  buy  their  own  or  for  loan  to  church  members  such  as 
grandparents  who  need  children’s  car  seats  temporarily.  Giving  one  seat  a 
test-ride  is  Katie  Tosterud,  flanked  by  UMW  President  Marian  Seahaolm 
(left)  and  car  seat  co-chairperson  Kim  Barber. 
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Carruth.,  Hearn  Named  to  Lead 


General  Conference  Delegation 


Dr.  Nancy  M.  Carruth  and  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  were  elected  to  lead  the 
Louisiana  delegation  to  General 
Conference,  to  be  held  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
May  1-11,  1984.  Dr.  Carruth  will  lead  the 
total  delegation,  as  this  was  the  year  for 
the  first  elected  lay  delegate  to  do  so.  Dr. 
Hearn  was  the  first  elected  on  the 
ministerial  delegation. 

Other  lay  delegates  are:  Mrs.  Amy 
Ward,  Jack  Dew,  Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery, 
Welton  Brumfield  and  John  Porter. 
Ministerial  delegates  elected  following 


Dr.  Hearn  are:  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
Rev.  J.  Phillip  Woodland,  Dr.  Tracy  R. 
Arnold,  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire  and  Dr. 
D.  L.  Dykes. 

In  .addition  to  the  above,  who  are  also 
delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  those  elected  to  the  regional 
meeting,  to  be  held  at  Lubbock,  Texas 
July  17-20,  1984  are:  Laity  —  Walter  H. 
Brock,  J.  Jay  Caraway,  Ernest  C. 
Arnold,  Ms.  Sara  Fugler,  Richard  Baker, 
Mrs.  Kathi  B.  Finnell  and  Mrs.  Dorothy 


M.  Taylor.  Clergy  —  Rev.  George  W. 
Calvin,  Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  Rev.  Kirby 
A.  Vining,  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  Dr.  L. 
Ray  Branton,  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  and 
Dr.  James  J .  Caraway. 

Reserve  delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  are:  Laity  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
M.  McGowan,  W.  D.  Cotton,  Truman  L. 
Ward  and  Jack  Warren.  Clergy  —  Dr.  W. 
Odell  Simmons,  Rev.  Carole  Cotton- 
Winn,  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery  and  Rev. 
Christopher  H.  Andrews. 


Open  House  Held  at 


New  District  Office 

“Open  House”  was  held  at  the  new 
location  of  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Office  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  May  29th.  Office  space  was 
graciously  offered  to  the  District 
Superintendent,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  by  the 
good  people  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles.  The  office 
facilities  consist  of  a  Reception  Room, 
Conference  Office  for  the  District 
Superintendent,  and  office  for  the 
Secretary,  Cathey  D.  Lannerd.  The 
offices  and  reception  room  have  been 
completely  renovated  —  and  a  steady 
stream  of  Ministers  and  Laity  alike  came 
by  the  offices  during  the  3-5  p.m.  hour  of 
the  open  house.  The  new  address  of  the 
District  Office  is,  816  Kirkman  St.,  Lake 
Charles,  La.  70601,  the  phone  number 
remaining  the  same  (318  )  439-2982. 
Pictured  are  District  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  and  District  Secretary, 
Cathey  Lannerd. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


L.  to  R.  Mrs.  Marian  Webb,  Rev.  Walter  Willis,  and  Rev.  Alfred  Pollar. 


EMLC  Educator  Visits  New  Orleans  Project 

On  April  27th  and  28th  the  New  Orleans  Bi-District  Church  School  Enrichment 
Project  (sponsored  by  The  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry)  was  host  to  the  Rev.  Walter 
Willis,  from  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville.  Willis  is  the  Director  of  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  Education,  and  was  available  to  the  New  Orleans  project 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Board.  During  his  visit,  Rev.  Willis  conducted  a  workshop 
at  Peoples  United  Methodist  Church.  Those  attending  were  church  school  educators 
from  the  twelve  churches  involved  in  the  project,  as  well  as  other  interested  persons. 
In  that  setting,  the  importance  of  learning  as  a  lifelong  process’was  stressed,  “It  is  a 
process  from  which  no  one  graduates!  ”  said  Willis,  “The  church  school  is  not  just  for 
children,  and  we  need  to  help  people  understand  why  that  is  true.” 

This  Rev.  Willis  accomplished  before  a  full  audience  developing  six  essentials  of  a 
model  for  healthy  church  schools.  He  stated: 

1)  If  you  are  just  about  the  business  of  nurturing  the  persons  you  have  in  the  church 
school,  you  are  about  to  die.  THEREFORE,  an  aggressive  outreach  program  is 
necessary. 

2)  The  way  to  grow  is  to  multiply  by  division.  THEREFORE,  new  classes  and  groups 
must  be  started  in  each  church. 

3)  It  is  very  important  to  affirm  persons.  THEREFORE,  a  caring  atmosphere  must 
be  developed  in  the  church  school. 

4)  Statistics  tell  us  that  the  most  important  factor  in  the  classroom  is  the  teacher. 
THEREFORE,  recruiting,  training,  and  supporting  must  be  watchwords  for  the 
church  school. 

5)  Adults  are  an  essential  part  of  the  church  school  in  order  to  model  the  Christian  life 
style.  THEREFORE,  a  close  tie  needs  to  exist  between  the  church  and  home. 

6)  Finally,  Christian  education  doesn’t  have  to  occur  only  on  Sunday  morning. 
THEREFORE,  other  times  and  settings  are  a  must  in  the  life  of  the  local  church. 

Willis  concluded  the  evening  stressing  an  Incarnational  view  of  Christian 
Education,  telling  everyone,  “Remember  that  you  are  teaching  people  not  ideas !  ’ ’ 
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United  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  June  25-26 
Pastors  School  July  11-14 
JYME  July  11-15 

Schools  of  Christian  Mission  July  15-17 
and  18-21 


Conference  Capsule 


Bishops 


Retirees 


188  Degrees 
Conferred 
By  Centenary 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for 
the  eleventh  year  showed  a  gain  in 
membership. 

The  Century  III  Program  for  Church 
Extension  was  approved.  Over  a  five- 
year  period  the  Conference  will  raise 
$2,000,000.  Eighty  percent  will  go  for  new 
church  sites  and  twenty  percent  for 
revitalization  of  present  churches. 

Five  deacons  and  five  elders  were 
ordained,  and  ten  ministers  took  the 
retired  relationship. 

A  report  was  given  on  the  new  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  and  the  pastor,  Rev.  Han  Lee, 
was  introduced  by  Bill  Blakely,  New 
Orleans-Houma  District  Superintendent. 

Petitions  sent  to  the  General 
Conference  were: 

1)  Opposing  the  ordination,  appointment 
or  reappointment  of  a  practicing 
homosexual. 

2)  Asking  the  General  Conference  to 
establish  a  commission  of  inquiry  to 
investigate  the  charges  made  against 
the  National  and  World  Councils  of 
Churches,  and  to  inform  the  Church  of 
the  purposes  and  work  of  the  Councils. 

Other  resolutions  passed : 

1)  Opposing  gambling  in  all  forms  and 
the  establishing  of  a  state  lottery  in 
Louisiana. 

2)  Supporting  public  education  in 
Louisiana  and  asking  state 
government  to  adequately  fund  it. 

3)  Naming  the  Tuesday  after  Annual 
Conference  as  the  moving  day  for 
pastors,  rather  than  the  Thursday, 
beginning  in  1984. 


Centenary  College  President  Donald  A. 
Webb  and  Dean  of  the  College  Dorothy 
Gwin  conferred  some  188  degrees  at 
Centenary’s  158th  Commencement 
Exercises  Sunday,  May  22nd.  Of  those, 
164  were  undergraduate  degrees  in  over 
30  subject  areas  and  24  were  master’s 
degrees  in  business  administration  and 
education. 

Two  students  graduated  with  perfect 
4.0  grade  point  averages:  Charles  Ford 
Williams  of  Monroe,  an  Alumni  Scholar, 
and  Brian  Reynolds  Sinclair  of  Bogalusa, 
who  also  graduated  with  departmental 
honors  in  biology.  David  Wesley  Milem 
graduated  with  departmental  honors  in 
psychology. 

Summa  Cum  Laude  graduates 
included  Gregory  Edward  Blackman. 
Kay  Marie  Brown,  Linda  Sue  Dobson, 
Jeffrey  Alan  Irvine,  Melinda  Louise 
Ramey,  and  Sinclair  and  Williams. 
Graduating  Magna  Cum  Laude  were 
Barbara  Catherine  Amsler,  Allison 
Arthur  Bailes  III,  Patrick  Sammy 
Booras,  John  Anderson  Freeman,  Nancy 
Diane  Hare,  Chris  Robin  Fahringer, 
John  O.  Moore,  Jr.,  Michael  Alwin  Owen, 
Forrest  Wendell  Parlette,  Carol  Ann 
Poole,  and  Marilyn  S.  Sartor. 


Deacons 


Editorial 


Greetings  from  one  of  the  new 
members  of  the  Conference!  After  seven- 
and-a-half  years  in  Nebraska,  with  a  lot 
of  good  things  occurring  in  communi¬ 
cations  there.  I’m  looking  forward  to 
being  a  part  of  the  exciting  communi¬ 
cations  scene  in  Louisiana. 

The  uplink  at  Shreveport  and  our  52 
dishes  around  the  Conference  provide 
one  of  the  most  complete  systems  of 
modern  communication  in  the  Church. 
However,  that’s  not  the  complete 
picture.  I  shall  be  working  toward  a 
comprehensive  communications  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  include  workshops  in 
local  church  communications,  news¬ 
letters,  and  electronic  media. 

In  addition,  we  shall  be  looking  at  not 
only  a  new  Conference  TV  program, 
probably  after  the  PM  Magazine  model, 
but  an  extensive  use  of  video  in  the  local 
church  and  on  Cable  systems  of  the  state. 


Hopefully,  our  Conference  media  center 
will  also  be  extended  considerably. 

In  print  media,  I  offer  our  services  to 
boards,  agencies,  districts  and 
institutions  for  developing  brochures, 
posters,  and  media  campaigns.  We  shall 
also  evaluate  the  role  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  and  see  if  the  present 
format  and  circulation  are  really  getting 
the  job  done  in  the  Conference. 

I  look  forward  to  visiting  your 
churches  and  preaching  when  invited,  or 
holding  workshops  which  will  strengthen 
the  communications  ministry  of  the  local 
church. 

Juanita  and  I  left  many  friends  and 
family  in  Nebraska.  However,  your  warm 
welcome,  already  extended  and  added 
unto  daily,  have  been  most  gratifying. 
Thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  working 
together. 

Elwood  Fleming 


Elders 


Cum  Laude  graduates  included 
Amanda  Lee  Arnold,  Nancy  Karen  Bell, 
Bobra  Lohnes  Brown,  Don  Wade  Cloud, 
Jr.,  Lisa  Beth  Davidson,  Cynthia  Jean 
Hawkins,  Gerald  George  Marlin,  Joyce 
Marie  Maurer,  Kathy  Eyvonne  Messer, 
David  Duane  Otto,  Carol  Ann  Stephens, 
Shawna  Leah  Stotts,  and  Wendy  Sue 
Tillett. 

Eighteen  members  of  the  Faculty  and 
staff  were  recognized  for  their  years  of 
service  to  the  College. 
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Public  arbitration  of  CBS-NCC 
dispute:  an  impressive  proposal 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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“The  National  Council  (of  Churches) 
hereby  charges  that  the  CBS  News-‘60 
Minutes’  broadcast  of  Jan.  23,  1983  con¬ 
cerning  the  National  Council  and  its 
member-denominations  was  a  gross  and 
damaging  distortion  of  the  truth  which 
violated  professional  journalism  stan¬ 
dards  of  accuracy  and  fairness,  in¬ 
cluding  CBS  News’  own  self-proclaimed 
standards.” 

The  charge  is  not  new.  What  is  new  is 
the  NCC’s  challenge  to  CBS  to  place  the 
charge  and  supporting  evidence  into  the 
hands  of  a  neutral  third  party  for  bind¬ 
ing,  let-the-chips-fall-where-they-may  ar¬ 
bitration  in  a  public  forum.  The  basic 
judgment  to  be  made  would  be  whether 
or  not  CBS  fulfilled  its  own  standards  of 
accuracy  and  fairness  in  its  Jan.  23 
report  on  the  NCC  (seeUMR,  June  17). 

The  willingness  of  NCC  officials  to  risk 
placing  their  case  in  the  hands  of  an  im¬ 
partial  third  party  for  a  ruling  reflects  an 
impressive  degree  of  organizational  self- 
confidence.  This  proposal  also  reflects  a 
legitimate  desire  by  the  NCC  to  vindicate 
its  reputation  without  diverting  the 
energy  and  resources  of  its  leaders  to  a 
long  and  costly  lawsuit. 

That  CBS  officials  immediately  and 
emphatically  rejected  the  arbitration 
proposal  is  equally  impressive,  but  in  an 
opposite  way.  In  the  words  of  the  NCC’s 
chief  executive,  Claire  Randall:  “By 
refusing  to  have  its  own  story  inves¬ 
tigated  by  an  independent  panel,  CBS  is 
saying  quite  clearly  to  the  public  that  it 
does  not  have  confidence  that  the  story  is 
accurate  and  fair.” 

The  NCC’s  attorney,  Thomas  A.  Shaw 
Jr.,  spoke  in  even  more  pointed  terms: 
“The  only  possible  inferences”  to  be 
drawn  from  CBS's  refusal  of  the  NCC’s 


challenge  are  that  the  program  in 
question  is  “indefensible”  and  that  CBS 
“lacks  the  guts  to  subject  its  most 
lucrative  enterprise  —  ‘60  Minutes'  —  to 
a  prompt  and  inexpensive  test  of  its  fair¬ 
ness  and  accuracy.” 

We  agree  with  both  of  these  assessments. 
It  is  one  thing  to  recognize  that  the  CBS 
report  contained  elements  of  disquieting 
truth  that  need  to  be  dealt  with  honestly 
and  forthrightly  by  the  NCC.  It  is  some¬ 
thing  else  to  suggest  that  the  "60  Min¬ 
utes"  broadcast  provided  a  fair  and  ac¬ 
curate  portrayal  of  the  NCC’s  work. 

TTie  root  issues  in  this  dispute  are  integ¬ 
rity  and  reputation  and  that  of  its  mem¬ 
ber  denominations  —  both  of  “60 
Minutes,"  its  parent.  CBS.  and  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ.  The  NCC  contends  that  its  repu¬ 
tation  has  been  publicly  damaged  by  "60 
Minutes"  in  ways  which  violate  the 
reporting  standards  of  CBS  News.  If  CBS 
officials  truly  “continue  to  believe  in  the 
accuracy  and  fairness  of  the  program,” 
they  should  have  no  more  fear  regarding 
the  outcome  of  third-party  arbitration 
than  NCC  officials. 

Although  formal  arbitration  is  scarce¬ 
ly  a  conventional  means  of  resolving 
grievances  like  those  expressed  by  the 
NCC  toward  CBS,  we  consider  this  the 
best  possible  procedure  for  a  church  or¬ 
ganization  like  the  NCC  to  pursue.  It  is  a 
relatively  simple,  inexpensive,  and  non- 
vindictive  procedure,  but  it  is  far  more 
likely  to  produce  a  meaningful  verdict 
than  a  long,  drawn-out  lawsuit. 

We  believe  that  Christians,  as  seekers 
of  truth,  should  applaud  this  initiative  by 
the  NCC  —  whether  we  consider  our¬ 
selves  supporters  or  critics  of  the 
ecumenical  agency. 
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By  DAWN  PERCIVAL 

A  man  whose  philosophy  changed  the 
course  of  many  nations  is  quoted  as 
saying:  “If  you  can  separate  a  people 
from  their  history,  they  can  be  separated 
from  anything.” 

The  United  States  has  been  constituted 
a  “Nation  Under  God”  with  rulership 
dispersed  among  the  people.  The 
Supreme  Court  members  are  not  directly 
responsible  to  the  people  so  cannot  make 
law.  The  Court  is  supposed  to  be  one  of 
the  checks  and  balances  to  stave  off  abuse. 

Most  who  framed  our  nation 
understood  biblical  principles  of  law, 
justice  and  moral  behavior  and  exer¬ 
cised  their  responsibilities  in  fear  of  God. 

Written  into  the  fiber  of  our  nation  is  an 
understanding  of  our  place  as  a  people 
under  the  leadership  of  God.  Look  at  the 
documentation. 

1606  —  First  Charter  of  Virginia 
specified  that  the  Virginia  Colony  should 
bring  glory  to  God  and  advance  the 
Christian  faith. 

1620  —  The  Mayflower  Contract 
prepared  by  41  pilgrims  opened,  “In  the 
name  of  God,  Amen,  having  undertaken 
for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  advancement 
of  the  Christian  faith ...” 

1638  —  Fundamental  Orders  of 

Connecticut  “.  .  .  confederation  together 

Mr  Witness 


to  maintain  and  preserve  the  liberty  and 
purity  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
which  we  now  profess." 

1643  —  Constitution  of  the  New 
England  Confederation  “Whereas  we  all 
came  to  these  parts  of  America  with  one 
and  the  same  end  and  aim,  namely  to 
advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  enjoy  the  liberties  of  the 
Gospel  in  purity  with  peace.” 

1775  —  The  Continental  Congress 
officially  called  all  citizens  to  “fast  and 
pray  and  confess  their  sin  that  God  might 
bless  them.” 

1776  —  The  Declaration  of 
Independence  makes  four  specific 
references  to  the  dependence  of  our 
nation  on  God. 

1776  —  General  George  Washington 
placed  chaplains  in  each  of  the  armed 
forces. 

/  1789  —  Pres.  Washington’s  Inaugural 
Address  and  every  president  since  has 
included  in  his  Inaugural  Address 
reference  to  his  and  the  nation’s 
dependence  on  God. 

1820  —  Daniel  Webster  said,  “.  .  .  more 
than  all,  a  government  and  a  country 
were  to  commence,  with  the  very  first 
foundations  laid  under  the  divine  light  of 
the  Christian  religion  .  .  .  who  would  wish 
that  his  country’s  existence  had 


Insight  into  the  proliferation  of  cults 
should  stimulate  church  to  take  action 


‘Arbitration’  idea  worth  pursuing 
with  or  without  CBS  involvement 


Leaders  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  contend  that  the 
general  public  has  a  right  to  know 
whether  or  not  the  Jan.  23  “60  Minutes” 
report  on  the  NCC's  work  was  “fair  and 
accurate”  (see  preceding  editorial).  We 
agree.  So  do  numerous  other  individuals 
and  groups  who  may  have  felt  their  pub¬ 
lic  images  unfairly  tarnished  by  the  re¬ 
porting  style  of  “60  Minutes.” 

Consequently,  we  encourage  NCC 
leaders  to  consider  pursuing  their  idea 
for  "public  arbitration"  of  the  issue 
despite  CBS’s  refusal  to  participate. 

This  suggestion  might  seem  ludicrous 
at  first,  since  technically  arbitration  can¬ 
not  occur  without  the  agreement  of  both 
parties.  However,  we  consider  a 
modified  form  of  this  idea  both  pq^ible 
and  desirable. 

Videotapes  of  the  “60  Minutes” 
program  in  question  and  copies  of  CBS’s 
reporting  standards  are  readily 
available.  So  are  detailed  allegations  of 
unfairness  by  NCC  officials  and  detailed 
rebuttals  by  CBS  officials.  There  are  also 
numerous  allegations  and  findings  on  the 
subject  available  from  independent  but 
interested  third  parties. 

Consequently,  CBS  would  be  centrally 
represented  even  if  its  officials  chose  not 
to  participate  formally  or  accept  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  hearing.  The  only  serious 
problem  would  be  for  the  NCC  to  devise  a 
way  of  securing  an  impartial  “arbitra¬ 
tion”  panel  to  function  in  a  suitable 
public  forum. 

The  NCC  earlier  named  Dr.  Theodore 
Hesburgh  —  president  of  Notre  Dame 
University,  and  a  person  “whose  integrity 
is  beyond  question”  —  to  represent 
the  NCC  in  the  choice  of  an  arbitrator  or 
panel  of  arbitrators.  Someone  known  as  a 
friend  of  the  broadcast  industry,  and/or 
as  a  critic  of  the  NCC,  and  whose  in¬ 


tegrity  is  similarly  “beyond  question,” 
could  be  asked  to  serve  the  same  function 
on  behalf  of  CBS’s  interests.  The  campus 
of  a  secular  university  with  a  reputation 
both  for  truth-seeking  and  for  innovation 
likely  would  provide  the  most  appro¬ 
priate  setting. 

It  would  be  preferable,  of  course,  if 
CBS  would  participate  directly  in  such  an 
“arbitration”  exercise.  If  the  NCC’s 
primary  stated  concern  is  public  vindi¬ 
cation  against  aspersions  on  its  integrity, 
that  can  occur  —  or  fail  —  without  direct 
participation  by  CBS.  Such  a  proceeding 
would  similarly  serve  the  public  by 
either  vindicating  —  or  castigating  —  the 
fairness  of  “60  Minutes”  reporting. 

Given  the  depth  of  convictions  by  NCC 
leaders  on  these  issues,  we  believe  they 
should  pursue  their  proposed  course  even 
if  CBS’  participation  is  self-limited  to 
empty  chairs,  videotapes,  written  policy 
statements,  and  a  public  defender. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  BETTY  FLETCHER 

I’ve  been  pleased  to  note  the 
Reporter’s  interest  in  the  proliferation  of 
cults,  particularly  in  areas  where  United 
Methodist  Churches  are  declining.  At  my 
local  church  in  St.  Louis  Park,  Minne¬ 
sota,  our  youth  and  their  parents  recent¬ 
ly  watched  a  videotape  of  six  ex-cult 
members  as  they  recalled  the  days  of 
being  recruited  into  mind-bending  cults. 
Each  of  these  young  people  had  come 
from  a  strong  religious  background  —  main¬ 
line  Protestant,  Jewish,  Catholic,  and  a 
small  fundamentalist  group.  Each  had 
lost  interest  in  religion  during  his  teens. 

What,  then,  attracted  them  to  these 
groups  that  eventually  robbed  them  of 
the  ability  to  think?  Curiously,  none  was 
seeking  to  join  another  church.  What 
were  they  seeking?  Their  answers  were : 

•  “I  wanted  to  learn  about  God” ; 

•  “I  wanted  to  make  my  life  count  for 
something’  ’ ; 

•  “I  wanted  absolute  answers  to 
questions,  magic  solutions  to  my 
problems”; 

•  “I  wanted  to  make  better  grades’  ’ ;  or 

•  “I  wanted  to  become  a  better 
person”; 

•  “The  initial  attraction  was  an  instant 
group  of  friends,  enthusiastic  and  loving 
friends  who  seemed  truly  concerned 
about  me.  After  indoctrination,  I  learned 


that  this  form  of  recruitment  (love¬ 
bombing)  was  a  matter  of  training.  After 
indoctrination,  I,  too,  mastered  this 
training,  thus  bringing  in  more  new 
members  for  indoctrination.” 

After  seeing  the  tape,  we  interviewed  a 
panel  of  our  own  church  members  from 
various  age  groups.  We  wanted  to  know 
what  strengths  in  our  church  had  made 
them  continue  to  be  active  members.  Not 
one  of  those  interviewed  mentioned 
doctrine.  They  spoke  of  the  loving 
support  which  church  members  and  staff 
had  given  them  during  difficult  times, 
and  of  the  comfortable  feeling  which 
being  together  gave  them.  Some  enjoyed 
Bible  studies  and  other  classes,  and 
participating  in  the  music  program. 
Some  wanted  their  families  to  have  the 
advantage  of  belonging  to  a  church. 
Some  felt  that  the  church  gave  them  an 
opportunity  for  service  in  much-needed 
community  programs.  These  appeared 
to  be  the  same  things  that  those  young 
people  were  seeking  when  they  were 
drawn  into  cults. 

Why  were  the  cults  successful?  What 
can  we  learn  from  them? 

We  can  learn  to  master  the  art  of 
showing  genuine  concern  for  others.  We 
can  take  a  probing  look  at  what  and  how 
we  are  teaching  our  young  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  We  can  try  to  make  the  practical 


teachings  of  Jesus  relevant  to  their 
decision-making.  We  can  change  “loving 
others”  from  a  cliche  to  active 
responsibility.  We  can  challenge  with 
serious  study  the  problems  in  our 
society,  and  commit  ourselves  to  finding 
solutions  for  them.  I  believe  that  when 
we  ignore  these  problems,  or  piously' 
quote  some  Bible  verses  as  a  magic 
solution,  we  may  be  turning  off  the  bright 
minds  that  should  be  the  future  leaders  of 
United  Methodism. 

Turning  off  bright  minds  is  what  cults 
do  best.  Endless  repetition  of  Bible 
verses  (taken  out  of  context  or  altered  to 
fit  the  leader’s  concepts),  endless  fund 
drives  and  hard  work  with  little  rest  or 
nourishment,  vindictive  judgmental 
attitudes  toward  those  whose  beliefs  or 
life  styles  are  different .  .  .  these  are  the 
tools  of  mind-controlling  cults. 

What  are  the  tools  of  mind 
stimulation?  What  are  the  tools  for 
making  Christian  ideals  a  way  of  life?  Do 
we  need  gimmicks?  Is  it  enough  to  “let 
our  lives  shine”  before  others?  Do  our 
lives  shine? 

This  week's  contributor,  Betty 
Fletcher,  is  a  member  of  Aldersgate 
UMC  in  St.  Louis  Park,  Minnesota 
(Minnesota  Annual  Conference). 


otherwise  begun?  Let  us  not  forget  the 
religious  character  of  our  origin.” 

1863  —  In  the  Gettysburg  Address, 
Pres.  Lincoln  says,  “.  .  .  that  this  nation, 
under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of 
freedom  and  that  government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people 
shall  not  perish  from  the  earth.” 

1892  —  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Brewer,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  (143  U.  S.  457),  stated,  “These,  and 
many  other  matters  which  might  be 
noticed,  add  a  volume  of  unofficial  de¬ 
clarations  to  the  mass  of  organic  utter-, 
ances  that  this  is  a  Christian  nation.” 

All  50  state  constitutions  contain  a 
statement  of  faith  recognizing 
dependence  on  Almighty  God. 

Joint  resolutions  of  both  houses  of 
Congress  have  acknowledged  that  we  in 
this  nation  are  “under  God”  in  our. 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  and  the  National 
Motto  of  the  United  States  “In  God  we1 
trust”  (years  1954  and  1956). 

The  Jefferson  Memorial  has  quoted 
Jefferson  on  the  walls  of  that  monument 
giving  warning,  “God  who  gave  us  life 
gave  us  liberty.  Can  the  liberties  of  a 
nation  be  secured  when  we  have 
removed  a  conviction  that  these  liberties 
are  a  gift  from  God?  ” 

These  statements  speak  to  me  of  the 
attitudes  and  the  actions  of  a  nation  of 
people  from  this  nation’s  first  settlers  to 
1954. 

When  did  it  became  scholarly  to 
extract  one  sentence  from  the 
correspondence  of  one  man,  Thomas 
Jefferson  (the  same  who  warns  of 
removing  convictions  that  these  liberties 
are  a  gift  of  God),  and  attempt  to 
restructure  from  it  the  course  of  a 
nation?  That  sentence  about  separation 
of  church  and  state  came  from  a  letter 
from  Jefferson  and  he  later  set  out  to 
clarify  his  words. 

Thereupon  seems  to  me  to  hinge  the 
court  decisions  of  recent  years.  Article  I 
in  the  Amendments  opens:  “Congress 
shall  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting 
the  free  exercise  thereof  ...”  The 
founding  fathers  and  following 
generations  would,  in  retrospect,  from 
their  actions  appear  to  have  been 
speaking  of  establishment  of  a  State 
religion  as  some  had  left  —  the  Church  of 
England  or  Roman  Catholic  Church,  f 
question  our  priorities,  intelligence  and 
integrity  as  a  nation  of  people  who  will  sit 
by  and  not  speak  out  while  the  history 
and  future  of  our  nation  are  being  so 
altered  as  they  are  today. 

Karl  Marx  said  it.  “If  you  can  separate 
a  people  from  their  history,  they  can  be 
separated  from  anything.” 

God  bless  America  and  call  hfr  to 
repentance. 

This  week's  contributor,  Dawn  Perci- 
val,  is  a  member  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in 
College  Station.  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  think  Ray  Kiser  is  correct  in 
supposing,  “If  our  evangelistic  effort  is 
to  have  any  saving  impact,  we  are  going 
to  have  to  start  naming  the  names  of  our 
spiritual-ethical  diseases  .  .  .”  (UMR 
“Here  I  Stand,”  June  3) .  I  sat  with  him  at 
one  of  the  worship  services  at  our  Annual 
Conference  and  wished  that  the  cost  of 
naming  “our  spiritual/ethical  diseases” 
was  not  so  high  as  to  stifle  the  naming  of 
such  demons  as  materialism,  mili¬ 
tarism,  status-seeking,  etc. 

Our  Annual  Conference  had  just  gone 
through  three  days  of  pain.  Some 
controversial  issues  had  come  to  the 
floor  for  debate  and  decision.  I  had 
proposed  some  motions  that  would  have 
given  substance  to  freedom  of  speech 
and  tolerance  for  those  who  don’t 
conform  to  popular  opinion.  Seven 
pastors  came  to  me  afterwards  and  said 
they  would  have  voted  to  support  my 
motions  if  their  lay  delegates  had  not 
been  near.  They  said  they  did  not  feel 
free  to  vote  their  conscience  for  fear  of 
what  the  laity  in  their  churches  might  do 
to  punish  them.  Three  pastors  told  me 
they  had  lost  several  members  and 
thousands  of  dollars  in  pledges  because 
they  had  spoken  out  on  controversial 
topics.  Five  pastors  told  me  they  did  not 
feel  free  to  preach  the  Gospel  as  they 
would  like  for  fear  of  being  moved,  or  as 
the  saying  goes,  “kicked  out." 

While  “our  evangelistic  efforts”  are 
beginning  to  show  an  improvement  in 
church  statistics  we  may  be  losing  the 
substance  of  the  Gospel.  As  Ray  Kiser 
pointed  out,  the  question  of  evangelism  is 
not  whether  it  brings  more  attendance, 
more  money,  or  greater  popularity.  The 
question  is  whether  we  can  see  our 
evangelistic  efforts  “have  any  saving 
impact."  The  spiritual/ethical  disease 
which  imposes  a  gag-rule  on  the 
conscience  of  any  pastor,  denies  freedom 
of  speech,  or  produces  more  intolerance 
and  prejudice  is  the  kind  of  illness  that 
makes  hypocrisy  a  virtue  and  mendacity 
normal.  The  name  of  that  disease  is 
legion.  Is  it  not  materialism  that 
commands  us  to  spend  more  for  church 
properties  than  for  Christian  mission?  Is 
it  not  militarism  that  requires  our 
acquiescence  to  an  economic  system 
which  robs  from  the  poor  of  the  earth  in 
order  to  increase  the  power  of  the  rich? 
And  is  not  the  idolatry  of  status-seeking 
the  god  of  the  heart  which  summons  us  to 
sacrifice  the  truth  of  Christ’s  Gospel  for 
acceptance  by  the  congregation? 

I  am  glad  to  participate  in  the  Church 
Growth  Movement  as  long  as  it  is  moving 
towards  freedom  for  the  pulpit  to  speak 


of  God’s  love  for  the  poor,  the  oppressed, 
and  particularly  for  our  enemies.  But  I 
fear  the  temptations  are  great  that  lead 
us  away  from  doing  the  evangelization 
that  has  a  “saving  impact”  on  our 
church  and  in  the  world. 

Wilson  Wade 
Austin,  Texas 

Conference  delegates 
should  respect  diversity 

To  the  Editor: 

A  letter  in  your  May  27  issue  of  UMR 
by  Russ  Stahley  of  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  rightly  suggests  that  local 
churches  determine  the  attitudes  of  the 
persons  involved  before  they  are  elected 
as  representatives  to  the  General 
Conference.  He  then  suggests  that  one 
issue  to  come  before  the  Conference  will 
be  a  change  to  allow  spending  of 
funds  to  promote  homosexuality.” 

I  would  hope  that  no  one  with  sufficient 
background  to  be  elected  as  a  church 
representative  would  introduce  a 
resolution  to  promote  homosexuality  — 
or  heterosexuality,  either.  Nature 
already  does  enough  of  this. 

In  line  with  our  previous  objectives,  I 
would  hope  that  the  conference  would  do 
its  best  to  make  the  Conference  —  and 
the  world  —  safe  for  diversity. 

Robert  W.  Virtue 
Denver,  Colorado 

‘Top  40’  editorial, 
article  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  June  3  issue  of  the 
Reporter  and  the  article  on  the  disc 
jockey,  Jeff  Steele  of  Jackson, 
Mississippi  that  apparently  triggered  the 
editorial,  are  both  very  timely. 

In  the  course  of  establishing  a  dance 
policy  at  our  church  primarily  aimed  at 
the  young  people,  the  question  arose 
about  the  records  that  would  be  played 
for  these  dances/record  hops  and  the 
lyrics  of  some  of  them. 

Some  members  felt  that  we  should  not 
censure  the  type  of  music  that  would  be 
played  since  it  was  music  the  young 
people  liked  and  listened  to,  while  others 
felt  as  Mr.  Steele  feels,  that  some  of  the 
lyrics  are  incompatible  with  Christian 
teachings  and,  in  fact,  are  quite  out  of 
place  in  a  church  environment. 

I  am  not  sure  what  the  ultimate 
outcome  was  of  the  discussion  at  the 
board  meeting  but,  to  my  knowledge,  the 
young  people  have  not  held  a  dance  at  the 
church  since  the  dance  policy  was 
revised.  However,  it  seems  to  me  that  of 
the  millions  of  very  danceable  tunes  that 
have  been  written,  young  people  ought  to 


be  able  to  select  enough  to  provide  an 
enjoyable  evening  of  dancing  without 
offending  the  chaperones  or  other  adults 
in  the  congregation,  and  without  the 
music  being  contrary  to  Christian  beliefs 
and  values. 

Much  of  the  rock  music  of  today  is 
plainly  obscene  by  any  standards  and  so 
are  the  concerts  the  young  people  attend 
where  even  instruments  are  used  in 
highly  suggestive  ways,  as  if  the  whole 
purpose  of  the  concert  is  to  have  one 
giant,  frenetic  orgasm. 

I  am  sure  that  many  churches  have 
had  to  face  this  issue  if  their  young 
people  hold  dances  on  church  premises, 
and  while  our  own  United  Methodist 
young  people  purchase  these  records  and 
listen  to  them  pretty  constantly,  they 
would  not  be  appropriate  records  for 
church  dances. 

Nancy  L.  Blomquist 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 
Why  the  outcry 
over  ‘top  40’? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  comments  about  the  immorality  of 
“top  40”  popular  songs,  made  by  disc 
jockey  Jeff  Steele  and  the  UMR  editorial, 
are  amazingly  disingenuous  (see  UMR, 
June  3).  As  a  longtime  rock  music  fan, 
I’ve  recently  begun  to  listen  to  “Country 
and  Western”  music.  And  I  am  surprised 
to  learn  that  CW  lyrics  are  far  less  moral 
than  rock  music  dreams  of  being.  Nearly 
every  song  is  about  getting  drunk  and 
cheating  on  one’s  spouse. 

So  why  the  outcry  over  rock  music? 
Could  it  be  because  it  is  easier  to  work  up 
a  fever  against  teenagers’  immorality 
than  about  the  immorality  of  one’s  own 
age  group?  Could  it  be  because  country 
music  is  so  deeply  rooted  in  the  South, 
which  is  also  called  the  “Bible  Belt"?  Or 
could  it  be  merely  a  sleazy  grab  at 
publicity? 

Dave  McConnell 
Fromberg,  Montana 

Church  needs  to  turn 
from  politics  to  God 

To  the  Editor: 

If  Jesus  Christ  could  read  the 
resolutions  recently  passed  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  (“The 
church  today”  May  27),  I  do  not  believe 
He  would  recognize  a  single  one  as 
falling  within  the  scope  of  His  mission  of 
saving  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel  (Matthew  10:5-8).  Rather,  He 
would  probably  consider  them  policies 
promulgated  by  the  emperor  at  Rome  to 
be  implemented  by  Roman  prefects 
throughout  the  empire. 


As  a  United  Methodist,  I  also  view 
them  as  political  positions  having 
nothing  to  do  with  Christ,  and  foreign  to 
the  legitimate  mission  of  United 
Methodism.  The  time  has  come  for  our 
churches  to  turn  away  from  politics  and 
back  to  God !  Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Pray  for  Aldersgate  ’83 

To  the  Editor: 

We  need  your  help!  God  is  beginning  to 
stir  among  the  people  called  United 
Methodists.  A  real  movement  of  His 
Spirit  has  begun!  To  open  further 
channels  for  the  Lord  to  move,  we  need  a 
great  wave  of  prayer  across  America  for 
revival  —  for  the  empowerment  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Aldersgate  ’83  —  the  national  meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  Renewal 


Services  Fellowship  to  be  held  in  San 
Diego,  California,  August  11-14  can  be 
used  of  God  to  bless  and  empower  His 
people! 

Specifically,  we  need  people  who  will 
telephone  others  in  their  sub-dis- 
trict/district  and  ask  them  to  be  in 
prayer  for  Aldersgate  ’83  and  revival 
across  our  land.  Would  you  pray  about 
this  responsibility? 

If  it’s  right  in  God’s  sight,  will  you 
please  drop  me  a  note  (3295  Meade 
Avenue,  92116)  so  we  can  coordinate  a 
great  telephone/prayer  campaign  across 
America.  If  telephoning  is  too  much, 
could  you  be  a  catalyst  in  your  local 
church  and  stimulate  people  in  prayer  — 
for  prayer  has  great  power!  We  pray  you 
will  give  us  your  help  in  this  endeavor. 

Joseph  S.  Nunziato 
San  Diego,  California 
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Immigration:  how  much  is  enough? 


One  UM  policy  favors  generosity; 
another  favors  stable  population 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  U.S.  Sen.  Walter  D. 
Huddleston  is  a  Kentucky  politician  and 
a  United  Methodist  layman. 

As  he  motions  with  a  fat  cigar  and 
rocks  back  in  his  swivel  chair  in  the 
Dirksen  Senate  Office  Building,  he 
explains  how  his  position  on  immigration 
is  good  for  Kentucky  and  the  nation  and 
how  it  reflects  Christian  compassion. 

Sen.  Huddleston,  son  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  is  one  of  Congress’  most 
outspoken  supporters  of  legislation  to 
curb  the  flow  of  illegal  aliens  into  this 
country  and  to  put  a  ceiling  on  legal 
immigration. 

However,  one  block  away  in  the  United 
Methodist  Building,  Christian 
compassion  is  characterized  in  an  almost 
opposite  way. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  takes  the  stance 
that  the  first  priority  of  any  immigration 
policy  should  be  to  reunify  families  and 
to  extend  humane  help  to  disadvantaged 
persons  seeking  to  leave  their  countries 
for  a  new  start  in  the  United  States  —  and 
sometimes  even  a  chance  to  stay  alive, 
according  to  a  board  spokesman. 

Compassion  to  whom? 

The  UM  agency  staff  members  and  Sen. 
Huddleston  are  not  direct  personal 
opponents.  But  the  agency  is  waging  a 
campaign  in  total  opposition  to  the 
immigration  efforts  of  the  senator  and 
his  allies.  Population  stability  to  them 
is  essential  if  the  U.S.  is  to  address 
the  problems  of  the  poor  and  disadvan¬ 
taged  persons  already  here. 

Interestingly,  this  disagreement  over 
how  to  balance  compassion  for  outsiders 
and  compassion  for  citizens  is  also 
reflected  by  the  official  statements  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  1980,  the  General  Conference  —  the 
only  body  authorized  to  speak  for  the 
denomination  —  adopted  a  resolution  on 
immigration  that  calls  on  the  U.S. 

The  case 
for  population 
stability 

'  “When  I  started  with  this  immigration 
issue,  I  knew  my  motives  would  be 
questioned,”  Sen.  Huddleston  says. 

That’s  because  it  usually  seems  more 
compassionate  to  invite  in  a  specific  — 
and  obviously  needy  —  immigrant  than 
to  plead  for  population  stability,  he  says. 

‘  But  stability  has  definite  moral 
dimensions  involving  stewardship  of 
natural  resources  and  the  environment, 
the  unemployment  problem  and  the  way 
employers  treat  their  workers,  he  says. 

'  The  United  Methodist  resolution  on 
population  seems  to  recognize  that  the 
reasons  for  seeking  stability  may  not 
always  be  apparent.  It  says  that 
“churches  need  to  keep  before  people  the 
moral  reasons  why  we  need”  to  achieve 
stability. 

It  notes  that  population  growth  affects 
the  ability  to  deal  with  hunger,  poverty, 
injustice  and  violence. 

Minority  joblessness  affected 

Sen.  Huddleston’s  press  aide  says  the 
“gut  reaction  of  many  church  leaders  (to 
the  senator’s  work  on  immigration)  is 
that  he  is  acting  out  of  racism  —  to  keep 
the  Hispanics  out.” 

Actually,  the  senator  claims,  U.  S. 
Hispanic  and  black  citizens  are  among 
his  primary  concerns. 

He  can  gain  support  for  that  claim  by 
pointing  to  surveys  done  by  U.S. 
immigration  officials  and  to  a  rather 
large-scale,  year-long  study  conducted 
by  a  private  group  of  top  executives  from 
labor  unions,  corporations,  universities 
and  government. 

The  study  by  the  Economic  Policy 
Council  of  the  United  Nations  Association 
of  the  U.S. A.  primarily  examined  the 
problem  of  illegal  aliens,  who  constitute 
about  half  of  today’s  immigrants. 

The  “clear  losers”  from  illegal 


government  to  'welcome  generous 
numbers  of  persons  and  families 
dislocated  by  natural  disasters,  war, 
political  turmoil,  repression, 
persecution,  discrimination  or  economic 
hardship.” 

But  the  General  Conference  also 
approved  a  resolution  on  population  that 
urges  U.S.  leaders  to  develop  a  “national 
population  policy  that  would  include  the 
goal  of  stabilizing  the  U.S.  population.” 

Limits  and  biblical  mandates 

Obviously,  there  is  tension  built  in 
between  the  two  positions.  Persons  on 
both  sides  of  the  issue  agree  that  the 
nation  cannot  achieve  both  population 
stability  as  fast  as  possible  and  be  totally 
generous  by  allowing  all  deserving 
persons  to  immigrate. 

They  say  the  main  debate  is  not 
whether  both  of  the  church’s  goals  have 
to  be  compromised  —  they  do  —  but 
about  which  goal  should  take 
precedence. 

Sen.  Huddleston  places  a  higher 
priority  on  the  UMC’s  population  goal. 
And  that  means  setting  limits,  he  says. 

“Nearly  everybody  says,  'Of  course, 
the  U.S.  can’t  take  care  of  all  the  world’s 
dislocated  persons,’  ”  he  says.  "But 
hardly  anybody  will  say,  ‘Okay,  this  is 
the  limit,’  and  then  try  to  find  ways  to 
work  within  that  limit. 

“I’ve  bitten  the  bullet  and  named  a 
limit”  that  is  intended  to  enable  the  U.S. 
to  deal  with  its  own  problems  as  well  as 
stay  strong  in  order  to  help  other  nations. 
Sen.  Huddleston  claims. 

The  UM  General  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society  and  of  Global  Ministries  place  a 
higher  priority  on  the  UMC’s 
immigration  goal. 


immigration,  the  study  concluded,  are 
low-income  legal  U.S.  residents  —  parti¬ 
cularly  Hispanics  and  blacks  with  whom 
the  aliens  “primarily  compete  for  jobs.” 

The  job  displacement  of  U.S.  citizens 
by  illegal  aliens  is  not  one  for  one, 
cautioned  the  council.  But  during  harsh 
economic  times,  displacement  is  fairly 
high,  the  council  added. 

"The  record  level  of  legal  and  illegal 
immigration  at  this  time  has  to  be  a  big 
factor  in  the  50  percent  unemployment 
rate  among  black  youth,”  says  Werner 
Fournos,  director  of  the  Population 
Institute.  The  institute  was  begun  by  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  is  one  of  the  nation’s  most  respected 
population  organizations. 

Highly  motivated  immigrants  to  whom 
“slave  wages”  look  attractive  are  taking 
the  kinds  of  jobs  many  black  teens 
otherwise  would  get,  Mr.  Fournos 
claims. 

To  the  common  assertion  that  illegal 
aliens  take  jobs  Americans  won’t  take. 
Sen.  Huddleston  cites  surveys  showing 
the  vast  majority  of  illegal  aliens  work  in 
industry  and  service  jobs  paying  well 


Neither  has  suggested  what  the 
numerical  limits  to  immigration  should 
be.  But  directors  of  both  boards, 
representing  every  annual  conference, 
almost  unanimously  declared  this  spring 
that  immigration  legislation  which  sets 
limits  such  as  that  being  considered 
violates  the  biblical  mandate  to  welcome 
strangers  and  sojourners  —  especially 
those  in  great  need. 

The  directors  quoted  from  the 
denomination’s  immigration  statement: 
“Again  and  again  in  the  Old  Testament, 
the  people  are  praised  or  judged  by  their 
treatment  of  the  stranger  within  the  gate 
.  .  .  The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  contains 
the  clearest  and  best  known  admonition 
to  Christian  hospitality:  ‘Continue  to  love 
each  other  like  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
remember  always  to  welcome  strangers, 
for  by  so  doing,  some  have  entertained 
angels  without  knowing  it.’  ” 

What  legislation  proposes 

How  to  balance  the  goals  of  population 
stability  and  hospitality  to  strangers  is  at 
the  heart  of  the  debate  epitomized  by 
Sen.  Huddleston  and  the  two  general 
agencies  about  the  moral  issues  posed  by 
the  so-called  Simpson/Mazzoli 
immigration  bill. 

As  approved  overwhelmingly  by  the 
Senate,  the  bill  gives  high  priority  to 
meeting  the  population  stability  goal.  It 
also  bows  considerably  towards  the 
“generosity"  goal  through  the  provision 
of  amnesty  for  illegal  aliens.  Sen. 
Huddleston,  while  attempting  to  make 
the  bill  more  restrictive,  voted  for  the  bill 
in  its  final  form  and  supports  it. 

The  House  has  considerably  amended 
the  original  bill  and  currently  is  involved 
in  intense  debate  over  its  provisions.  As 


above  the  minimum  wage.  He  agrees, 
however,  that  Americans  won’t  take 
some  of  the  jobs  illegal  aliens  occupy. 
But  if  there  were  no  illegal  aliens, 
employers  would  have  to  raise  wages 
and  improve  working  conditions,  he  says. 

“Churches  and  other  groups  which  are 
undertaking  projects  (to  help  more 
refugees  and  immigrants  to  move  here) 
are  sincere  and  very  helpful,”  he  says. 
“But  there  is  a  tremendous  amount  of 
humanitarian  work  to  exhaust  all 
churches  right  here  in  our  own  country.” 

Setting  limits  is  tough 

If  the  U.S.  ever  is  to  stabilize  its 
population,  it  must  set  definite  limits  on 
immigration,  as  the  Senate  bill  proposes. 
Sen.  Huddleston  says. 

“Limits  are  one  of  the  most  difficult 
things  to  deal  with  from  a  Christian 
perspective.  But  there  are  limits  to 
resources  and  must  be  limits  to 
immigration.” 

If  the  number  of  emigrants  leaving  the 
U.S.  is  the  same  as  immigrants  coming 
in,  U.S.  population  (now  at  232  million) 
would  stabilize  in  40  years  at  259  million, 
according  to  the  Environmental  Fund 
which  specializes  in  such  projections. 

The  amount  of  immigration  expected 
to  occur  under  the  Senate  bill  still  would 
allow  population  to  stabilize  in  some  50 
years  somewhere  around  270  million. 

But  under  current  immigration  laws 
and  practices,  population  will  balloon  to 
336  million  in  50  years  and  still  be 
climbing  rapidly,  the  Environmental 
Fund  states. 

Ironically,  the  U.S.  is  experiencing  this 
rapid  population  growth  while  Americans 
are  following  the  call  to  cut  the  birth  rate. 

When  the  warnings  of  the  dangers  of 
population  growth  were  sounded  in  the 
1960s,  the  U.S.  fertility  rate  was  3.4 
children  per  woman  (population  stability 
can  be  achieved  at  a  2.1  rate).  Now,  the 
fertility  rate  is  below  replacement  level 
and  at  1.9.  However,  Americans  cannot 
reap  the  rewards  of  that  change  as  long 
as  the  nation’s  immigration  policy 
remains  what  it  is  today.  Sen. 
Huddleston  says. 

And  the  U.S.  cannot  possibly  take 
enough  immigrants  to  help  other  nations 
escape  the  problems  of  their  population 
growth,  says  Mr.  Fournos  of  the 
Population  Institute.  Central  America 
alone  is  projected  to  grow  from  100 
million  persons  today  to  234  million 
during  the  next  17  years,  he  says. 

The  case 
for  generous 
immigration 

“We  think  an  immigration  policy 
should  not  be  restrictive,”  says  the  Rev. 
Guillermo  Chavez,  head  of  the  Church 


Why  there  is  so  much  debate 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON  —  Immigration 
always  has  been  an  ingredient  in 
American  life.  Why  is  there  so  much 
debate  about  it  now? 

Because  the  number  of  immigrants 
never  has  been  this  high,  says  Werner 
Fournos.  He  is  director  of  the 
Population  Institute  which  began  in 
1968  as  a  program  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  now  is  independent. 

Last  year  for  the  first  time  this 
century,  he  says,  the  majority  of  U.S. 
population  growth  came  from  legal 
and  illegal  immigration  —  not  the 
excess  of  U.S.  births  over  deaths. 

The  massive  immigration  that 
peopled  the  vast  open  spaces  of  the 
American  frontier  during  the  1800s 


was  a  small  operation  compared  with 
today,  he  says. 

The  decade  of  especially  heavy 
immigration  from  1871  to  1880 
witnessed  2.8  million  newcomers  to 
the  United  States.  That  is  less  than  the 
estimated  3.5  million  who  have  come 
in  the  last  three  years,  according  to 
U.S.  immigration  officials. 

And  unlike  the  previous  periods  of 
high  immigration,  nearly  half  the 
immigrants  settling  in  the  U.S.  today 
are  here  illegally,  U.S.  immigration 
officials  estimate. 

They  say  the  number  of  persons 
successfully  settling  illegally  is 
increasing.  That  trend  likely  will 
continue  under  present  conditions, 
they  say. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


the  House  bill  now  stands,  family  reuni¬ 
fication  seems  to  be  the  top  priority. 
Church  World  Service  spokesmen  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  say  this  bill 
can  be  amended  to  meet  their  approval. 

The  two  UM  agencies  oppose  both  bills. 
Agency  spokesmen  say  the  basic 
premises  behind  the  bills  are  so  funda¬ 
mentally  flawed  that  they  cannot  see  any 
way  amendments  could  make  them 
acceptable. 

The  main  components  of  the  bill 
approved  by  the  Senate  (with  major 
differences  in  the  House  bill  as  it  now 
stands  noted  in  parentheses )  are : 

•  Employer  sanctions.  To  curb  the  flow 
of  illegal  aliens  most  of  whom  come  to 
this  country  for  jobs,  employers  would 
have  to  check  documents  of  every  new 
employee  to  find  if  he  or  she  is  a  citizen 
or  legal  resident  alien.  (House:  Only 
employers  who  have  been  caught  with  an 
illegal  alien  would  have  to  do  this.) 
Employers  would  be  subject  to  fines  and 
even  jail  sentences  for  knowingly  hiring 
an  illegal  alien.  (House:  Penalties  only 
after  second  offense. ) 

•  Limits.  Total  immigration  — 
excluding  refugees  specifically 
designated  by  Congress  —  could  not 
exceed  425,000  per  year.  (House:  Keep 
current  flexible  limits  that  have  allowed 
550,000  to  800,000  legal  immigrants  each 
of  the  last  three  years.) 

•  Amnesty  for  illegally-settled  aliens 
to  receive  legal  permanent  resident 
status.  Those  who  came  to  the  U.S. 
before  Jan.  1,  1977,  would  qualify;  those 
who  came  between  then  and  Jan.  1,  1980, 
would  receive  a  temporary  resident 
status  that  could  be  made  permanent 
after  three  years.  (House:  Permanent 
status  for  all  who  came  before  Jan.  1, 
1982. ) 

Following  are  some  major  contentions 
concerning  legislation  as  expressed  by 
the  two  major  philosophical  camps  — 
those  who  primarily  stress  population 
stability  and  those  who  primarily  stress 
immigration  generosity. 


and  Society  department  that  deals  with 
immigration  issues. 

The  needs  of  people,  especially  in 
nearby  nations,  simply  are  too  great  at 
this  time  to  try  to  adopt  all-out  border 
control  and  immigration  ceilings,  he  says. 

As  long  as  citizens  of  those  nations  are 
suffering  economic  and  political 
oppression,  Mr.  Chavez  says,  the  U.S. 
should  allow  as  many  as  possible  to  settle 
here. 

“When  the  needs  of  the  people  (in  other 
nations)  are  that  great,  they  supercede 
goals  of  population  stability.  ” 

If  Congress  really  wants  to  curb 
immigration,  it  should  approve  a  bill  that 
includes  provisions  for  ending  U.S. 
exploitation  of  other  nations  and  for 
helping  those  nations  with  their  eco¬ 
nomic  development,  Mr.  Chavez  says. 

Bills  opposed 

The  directors  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society  and  of 
Global  Ministries  this  spring  took  strong 
stances  against  the  Simpson-Mazzoli 
immigration  proposals.  They  said  that 
besides  violating  the  biblical  mandate  to 
“welcome  strangers,”  the  proposed 
legislation  would: 

•  Contribute  to  the  break-up  of 
immigrants’  family  life  by  setting  a  limit 
on  the  number  of  relatives  allowed  to 
immigrate  to  rejoin  their  U.S.  citizen 
family  members.  Currently,  unlimited 
numbers  of  spouses,  parents  and  minor 
children  may  immigrate  without 
counting  against  the  quota  for  married 
children,  siblings,  workers  with  special 
skills  and  others. 

•  Discriminate  against  U.S.  Hispanic 
workers.  Directors  feared  that 
employers  might  refuse  to  hire  "foreign- 
looking”  citizens  in  order  to  protect 
themselves  from  fines  under  the 
employer  sanction  provisions. 

“I  can’t  think  of  any  other  church 
agencies  that  have  taken  a  stance  of  total 
opposition  like  us,”  says  Harold  Massey, 
the  Church  and  Society  staff  member 
assigned  to  carry  the  board’s  position  on 
the  immigration  bills. 

"Once  you  start  haggling  on 
amendments,  you  get  into  trade-offs.  I 
don’t  think  we’re  here  to  be 
compromising  the  social  principles  put 
forth  by  the  church,”  Mr.  Massey  said. 

A  common  feeling  among  spokesmen 
for  the  UM  agencies  is  that  illegal 
immigration  is  virtually  uncontrollable 
in  a  world  suffering  so  much  turmoil. 
Trying  to  stop  it  through  employer 
sanctions  and  tough  border  controls  is 
treating  the  symptom  instead  of  the 
disease  and  mainly  will  result  in  the 
spending  of  tax  dollars  and  the  fruitless 
harassment  of  a  lot  of  people,  they  say. 

The  UM  agencies  are  the  closest  in 
position  to  the  League  of  United  Latin 
American  Citizens  which  long  has 
maintained  that  illegal  immigration 
helps  —  not  harms  —  the  U.S. 

Amendments  suggested 

Church  World  Service  —  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  refugee  and  relief 
arm  of  which  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  and  many  other  denomi¬ 
national  relief  agencies  are  members  — 
is  working  on  four  amendments  to  the 
immigration  bills  to  make  them  “more 
generous.” 

Michael  Myers,  in  the  Washington 
office,  says  he  doesn’t  know  whether 
Church  World  Service  will  support  or 
oppose  the  final  bill  if  its  amendments 
aren’t  included.  The  amendments  would: 

•  Extend  to  employees  not  covered 
under  current  civil  rights  laws  the  right 
to  file  civil  rights  complaints.  This  is 
intended  to  protect  them  against  the 
danger  of  unjust  discrimination  under 
the  employer  sanctions  provision. 

•  Maintain  the  present  immigration 
ceiling  and  exclusions. 


This  young  girl  reflects  in  her  puzzled  expression  some  of  the  dilemma 
United  Methodists  face  as  they  attempt  to  give  the  appropriate  emphasis  to 
two  competing  Christian  values  in  the  current  debate  on  immigration 
policy.  One  is  the  biblical  mandate  to  welcome  strangers  and  sojourners  to 
our  land,  and  the  other  is  the  desirability  of  stabilizing  the  population 
because  it  affects  the  nation’s  ability  to  deal  with  hunger,  poverty,  injustice 
and  violence. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


•  Grant  amnesty  to  all  illegal  aliens  or 
at  least  to  all  who  entered  the  U.  S.  before 
Jan.  1, 1983. 

•  Set  up  a  better  system  to  ensure  that 
refugees  arriving  at  our  borders  are 
given  a  fair  opportunity  to  make  their 
claims  for  asylum. 

There  are  three  provisions  that  ad¬ 
dress  at  least  church  organizations’  ex¬ 
pectations  of  what  they  should  do: 

(1)  The  amnesty  provision  (see 
Reporter,  June  10  in  both  bills. ) 

(2)  A  provision  in  the  House  bill  that 


calls  for  temporary  sanctuary  for 
Salvadoran  refugees  until  the  civil  strife 
settles  down  in  their  home  country  (see 
Reporter,  June  17). 

(3)  A  requirement  in  both  bills  that  all 
foreign  students  must  go  back  to  their 
home  country  after  graduation.  They 
would  have  to  wait  at  least  two  years  be¬ 
fore  applying  for  the  right  to  come  back. 
This  is  intended  to  slow  the  “brain  drain” 
in  which  the  most  talented  persons  in 
under-developed  nations  move  to  the 
United  States. 


Question  Box 

Articles  elsewhere  on  this  page  describe  two  very  different  outlooks  among 
Christians  regarding  our  nation’s  immigration  policies  and  problems.  One  side 
emphasizes  the  need  for  immigration  limits  and  restrictions  in  order  to 
stabilize  the  nation’s  population.  The  other  side  emphasizes  the  need  for 
“generous”  policies  relating  to  persons  from  other  lands  who  are  seeking  a  new 
start  in  the  U.S.  Each  side  contends  that  its  position  most  fully  and 
appropriately  reflects  Christian  compassion. 

You  are  encouraged  to  evaluate  both  positions  and  invited  to  register  your 
views  by  filling  out  and  returning  this  survey  form.  For  more  than  one  member 
of  a  household  to  respond,  please  use  different  colored  writing  implements.  If 
you  wish  to  qualify  a  response,  you  may  do  so  in  the  spaces  marked 
“comment.” 

1.  Recognizing  that  a  good  case  can  be  made  for  both  basic  positions  on  U.S. 
immigration  policy,  which  do  you  believe  should  receive  first-priority 
support  among  Christians?  (circle  one) 

a.  Placing  strict  limits  on  immigration  in  order  to  stabilize  population 
growth. 

b.  Placing  generous  limits  on  immigration  so  that  most  persons  desiring  to 
enter  the  U.S.  may  do  so. 

c.  Undecided 

COMMENT:  _ _ 

2.  Do  you  believe  Christian  compassion  is  most  fully  shown  —  or  least  com¬ 
promised  —  by  immigration  policies  which:  (circle  one) 

a.  Give  first  priority  to  the  welfare  of  persons  already  in  the  U.S.  —  and 
especially  to  those  who  are  poor  and  whose  interests  are  believed  by  many  to 
be  adversely  affected  by  the  influx  of  large  numbers  of  immigrants. 

b.  Give  first  priority  to  the  welfare  of  persons  who  have  fled  their  homelands 
in  search  of  a  new  life  and/or  who  desire  to  be  united  with  family  members 
already  in  the  U.S.  —  and  especially  since  immigrants  are  believed  by  many 
to  be  willing  to  accept  jobs  which  most  persons  in  the  U.S.  are  unwilling  to 
perform. 

c.  Undecided 

COMMENT:  _ 


3.  Most  proposals  currently  before  Congress  include  some  type  of  amnesty 
provision  for  persons  who  have  immigrated  to  the  U.S.  illegally,  and  in  some 
cases  have  resided  and  worked  here  for  several  years.  What  position  do  you 
believe  Christians  should  advocate  regarding  these  proposals?  (circle  one) 

a.  Amnesty  should  be  granted  across-the-board  to  immigrants  currently 
residing  in  the  U.S.  illegally  since  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  enforce  rigid 
restrictions  on  such  persons,  much  less  deport  them  in  large  numbers. 

b.  No  across-the-board  amnesty  should  be  granted.  The  status  of  illegal 
aliens  should  be  handled  on  a  case-by-case  basis  with  most  either  being 
deported  or  granted  temporary  residence  status. 

c.  Amnesty  should  be  offered  for  illegal  aliens  who  arrived  in  the  U.S.  prior 
to  a  specific  cutoff  date  ranging  from  1977  to  1982. 

d.  Undecided 

COMMENT: _ 

4.  In  what  ways  do  you  believe  Christians  should  become  involved  in 
advocating  specific  immigration  provisions?  (circle  one) 

a.  Primarily  through  the  work  of  church  agencies  whose  leaders  possess 
special  knowledge  or  expertise  in  such  matters. 

b.  Only  on  an  individual  basis. 

c.  Both  as  individuals  and  corporately  through  church  agencies  and 
coalitions. 

d.  Immigration  policy  is  a  governmental  matter  which  should  be  of  no 
special  concern  to  Christians. 

e.  Undecided 

COMMENT:  _ _ _ 

Are  you  a:  Layman  Laywoman  Minister  (circle  one) 

Age  group:  18  &  under  19-35  36-50  51-64  65  &  over  (circle  one) 

Responses  to  this  survey  will  be  tabulated  and  results  reported  in  a  future 
issue.  In  order  to  participate,  please  clip  and  mail  your  response  before 
midnight,  Wednesday,  July  6,  to  “Question  Box,”  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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coalition  ties  challenged 

Zeal  to  correct  social  ills 
said  to  erode  moral  base 


Magazine  examines 
university  life 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  “The  role  of 
the  university:  what  it  can  do  for  you  and 
what  it  can  do  to  you”  is  the  theme  for  the 
1983  edition  of  Orientation,  a  magazine 
for  first-year  college  students. 

The  48-page  magazine,  published  by 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
is  being  sold  through  July. 

The  sixth  annual  edition  includes 
articles  on  the  moral  role  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  the  university;  stress  on 
campus;  the  increasing  role  of  com¬ 
munity  colleges  in  American  higher 
education;  problems  of  financing  college 
education  today;  campus  ministry 
programs  that  challenge  students  to  get 
involved  in  service  to  their  community 
and  world;  reflections  of  a  college 
senior;  and  how  to  survive  and  even 
enjoy  the  first  year  on  campus. 

A  study  guide  and  information  on  loans 
and  scholarships  also  is  included. 

North  American  Methodists 
to  meet  in  mid-July 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
A  look  at  Methodism  in  many  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  reopening  of  the  enlarged 
World  Methodist  museum,  will  be 
featured  when  the  North  American 
Section  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
meets  here  July  15-17. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Bishop  William  M.  Smith  of  Mobile,  Ala., 
is  president  of  the  North  American 
Section  composed  of  six  churches  in  the 
Wesley  tradition  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  About  200  persons  are  expected 
to  attend  the  sessions,  including  guests 
from  New  Zealand  and  Spain. 

Ministers  face  change 
in  housing  tax  rules 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  — 
Ministers  who,  under  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  ( IRS )  Code,  have  been 
permitted  to  exclude  from  taxable 
income  a  rental  allowance  and  also  to 
deduct  home  mortgage  interest 
payments  will  be  able  to  do  so  until  the 
end  of  1984.  But,  starting  Jan.  1, 1985,  the 
situation  apparently  will  change. 

That  information  has  been  received  by 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions  here  in  an 
IRA  announcement. 

James  Walton-Myers,  board  general 
counsel,  said  the  effect  of  the  ruling 
seems  to  be  that  starting  Jan.  1,  1985, 
ministers  owning  a  home  or  with  a 
contract  to  buy  one  can  no  longer  claim  a 
rental  allowance  as  an  exclusion  from 
taxable  income  and  also  deduct 
mortgage  payments. 

Methodist  campus 
shuns  IRS  fight 

BALDWIN  CITY,  Kan.  (RNS)  —  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Baker  University 
has  agreed  to  pay  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  $26,000  in  tax  claims  involving 
Social  Security  payments  and  housing 
exemptions  for  10  clergy  faculty. 

Two  years  ago  the  school  received  a 
$51,000  tax  bill  for  1975-77  Social  Security 
payments  and  sums  the  IRS  said  the 
university  should  have  withheld  on 
clergy  income  designated  as  housing 
allowance. 

University  President  Ralph  M.  Tanner 
said  the  cost  of  settling  with  the  IRS  was 
far  less  than  the  legal  expenses  that 
would  be  incurred  in  defending  the  case. 
He  said  he  was  not  able  to  find  anyone 
interested  to  help  defend  the  university. 

New  play  features 
Wesley’s  romance 
BRADENTON,  Fla.  —  A  new  play 
about  John  Wesley  has  been  written,  in 
time  for  United  Methodism’s  200th 
birthday  celebration. 

Titled  “John  and  Sophy,”  the  three-act, 
historical  drama  describes  the  only  visit 
Wesley  made  to  the  American  colonies. 
This  was  his  21-month  pastorate  at 
Savannah,  Ga.,  in  1736-37. 

Highlight  of  Wesley’s  time  in  Savannah 
was  his  love  affair  with  Sophy  Hopkey,  a 
young  lady  in  his  congregation.  “If  he 
had  married  Sophy,  the  whole  history  of 
the  Wesleyan  movement  would  have 
been  different  —  and  there  might  not 
have  been  any  Methodist  churches  at 
all!”  says  Prof.  Henry  Koestline,  author 
of  the  play. 

Two  novels  have  been  written  about 
this  love  affair  but  no  drama  until  now. 

Publishing  House  offers 
bicentennial  materials 

NASHVILLE  —  More  than  40  items  to 
help  local  churches  celebrate  the 
American  Methodist  Bicentennial  are 
available  from  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

They  include  new  curriculum 
resources,  books  and  other  materials 
ranging  in  size  from  a  2  by  3  foot  road 
sign  to  a  1-1/2  inch  bronze  medallion  and 
in  price  from  $235  for  a  set  of  eight 
framed  prints  of  early  American 
Methodist  leaders  to  20  cents  for  a 
wooden  pencil. 

Two  worship  events 
to  rely  on  magazine 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  July- 
August  issue  of  alive  now!,  the 
contemporary  devotional  magazine 
published  by  the  Upper  Room,  will  be 


available  as  a  special  resource  to 
participants  in  two  key  worship  events 
this  summer. 

The  issue  carries  the  theme,  “All  our 
life  is  holy  festival,”  and  includes  a 
complete  morning  praise  service  and  a 
complete  evening  prayer  service. 

The  magazine  will  be  distributed  to 
each  of  the  nearly  1,000  persons  expected 
to  attend  Foundations  '83,  a  national 
convocation  for  music  and  worship 
leaders  in  Dallas,  July  3-9.  It  will  also  be 
used  extensively  with  the  700-800  persons 
expected  to  attend  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  meeting  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and 
Other  Arts  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  June 
27-July  1. 

News  service  fills 
Nashville  office 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  M.  Garlinda 
Burton,  Dallas,  staff  writer  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,  has  been  named 
director  of  the  Nashville  office  of  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  effective  July  1. 

She  succeeds  Thomas  S.  McAnally, 
who  recently  was  named  to  direct  the 
national  news  service  headquartered  in 
Nashville.  Other  offices  are  in  New  York, 
Washington  and  Dayton. 

Ms.  Burton  will  be  responsible  for  news 
coverage  of  the  Nashville-based  agencies 
of  the  church  as  well  as  other  issues  and 
events.  The  agencies  include  the  Board 
of  Discipleship,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Black  church  affairs 
director  named  at  Duke 

DURHAM,  N.C.  —  The  Rev.  Grant  S. 
Shockley  has  been  named  professor  of 
Christian  education  and  director  of  black 
church  affairs  at  Duke  Divinity  School. 

Dr.  Shockley  is  moving  from  the 
presidency  of  Philander  Smith  College  in 
Little  Rock.  Before  that  he  was  president 
of  the  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta.  He  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  and  holds  the  doctorate  from 
Columbia  University. 

New  pulpit  commemorates 
early  Wesley  preaching 
BRISTOL,  England  —  Hanham  Mount 
near  here,  site  of  John  Wesley’s  first 
open-air  meeting,  has  a  new  commemo¬ 
rative  pulpit.  It  was  dedicated  recently 
by  the  president  of  the  British  Method¬ 
ist  Conference,  the  Rev.  Norwyn  Dennv. 

The  pulpit,  given  by  members  of  the 
Kingswood  District  Council,  is  similar  to 
one  used  by  Wesley.  It  replaces  an 
earlier  replica  which  had  become 
weather-worn. 

When  Mr.  Wesley  preached  from 
Hanham  Mount  to  the  Kingswood  miners 
in  1739,  a  crowd  estimated  at  4,000  heard 
him. 

Church  communicators 
form  regional  chapters 

DALLAS  —  Three  regional  chapters  of 
the  National  Association  of  Local  Church 
Communicators  have  been  organized 
and  an  additional  seven  regions  are 
organizing  chapters,  according  to  Pres¬ 
ident  J.  Robert  Crump. 

“We  expect  to  have  six  or  seven 
chapters  functioning  this  fall  in  addition 
to  our  national  program,”  said  Mr. 
Crump,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  McKenzie,  Tenn. 

The  three-year-old  communicator’s 
association  publishes  a  quarterly 
newsletter,  provides  two  training  events 
and  conducts  a  business  meeting  each 
year. 

Alaska  University  lists 
72  graduating  seniors 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska  -  Six  years 
after  it  reopened  under  a  reorganization 
plan.  United  Methodist-related  Alaska 
Pacific  University  here  graduated  72 
seniors  recently. 

The  school  had  only  one  full-time 
student  and  33  others  when  it  reopened. 
President  Glenn  A.  Olds  said  the  school 
last  year  served  4,000  separate  students, 
1,736  in  degree-related  programs  and  434 
full  time.  “We  hope  to  do  better  this 
year,”  he  added. 

McCurdy  schools  name 
new  superintendent 

ESPANOLA,  N.M.  —  David  S.  Burgett 
has  been  named  superintendent  of  UM- 
related  McCurdy  Schools  here.  He  was 
acting  superintendent  in  the  1982-83 
school  year. 

McCurdy  School  is  related  to  the 
National  Division,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  is  an  approved 
Advance  Special  project.  It  enrolled  517 
students  last  year  in  grades  1-12, 
including  students  from  all  ethnic 
backgrounds  and  economic  levels. 

Mr.  Burgee  joined  the  faculty  in  1966. 

Clarification 

The  National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
suspended  the  UM  Voluntary  Services 
Advisory  Committee  this  spring  but  not 
the  UMVS  network  of  community  groups 
as  reported  in  the  June  3  Reporter.  There 
is  no  formal  relationship  between  the 
network  and  the  National  Division, 
although  the  individual  groups  may 
receive  assistance  on  a  case-by-case 
basis. 


Church 

By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Special  To  The  Reporter 

DULUTH,  Minn.  —  In  their  zeal  to 
correct  social  evils,  mainline  Protestants 
in  the  United  States  have  allowed  their 
moral  base  to  erode,  says  the  editor  of  a 
leading  ecumenical  journal. 

The  result,  the  Rev.  James  Wall,  editor 
of  The  Christian  Century,  told  the 
Minnesota  United  Methodist  Annual 
Conference  here,  has  been  "a  vacuum  of 
spiritual  leadership  which  those  on  the 
New  Religious  Right  have  moved  to  fill.” 

Machiavellian  tactics? 

The  dilemma,  pointed  up  in  the  CBS 
“60  Minutes”  program  and  in  a  Reader’s 
Digest  article,  has  been  caused  in  part, 
he  said,  “by  our  too-frequent  adoption  of 
Machiavelli’s  admonition  to  employ  poli¬ 
tical  power  to  accomplish  good  ends  ...” 

“In  effect,”  he  added,  “much  of  our 
social  action  effort  in  the  past  few 
decades  has  involved  a  power  struggle 
with  good  intentions,  helping  those  out  of 
power  to  obtain  their  fair  share  of  the 
material  benefits  of  society. 

“We  have  been  properly  in  the  human 
welfare  business  because  of  the  vast 
inequities  in  our  society  and  throughout 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  on  prayer  in 
public  schools  was  on  its  way  to  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  June  10, 
along  with  a  request  from  a  wide  range  of 
religious  leaders  and  others  that  full 
hearings  be  conducted  before  submission 
to  the  Senate  itself. 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  chaired  by 
Sen.  Strom  Thurmond  (R-S.C.),  will  have 
two  versions  of  the  proposal  before  it. 
One  is  the  original  backed  by  President 
Reagan,  and  the  other  contains  two 
amendments  added  by  a  subcommittee 
chaired  by  Sen.  Orrin  C.  Hatch  (R-Utah). 

The  version  supported  by  the  President 
says  that  “Nothing  in  this  Constitution 
shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  individual 
or  group  prayer  in  public  schools  or  other 
public  institutions.  No  person  shall  be 
required  by  the  United  States  or  by  any 
State  to  participate  in  prayer.” 

Generally  considered  as  a  softening  of 
this  version,  one  of  the  two  amendments 
added  by  the  subcommittee  would 
explicitly  permit  group  silent  prayer  or 
meditation  in  schools.  The  other  would 
let  groups  use  school  facilities  for  such 
things  as  Bible  study  outside  normal 
class  time. 

Compromise  supported 

Sen.  Thurmond  said  June  9  in  a 
subcommittee  hearing  that  while  he  had 
introduced  the  measure  supported  by  the 
President,  he  has  “satisfied  himself: 
that  version  has  “no  chance”  of  winning 
favorable  support  by  the  full  Judiciary 
Committee.  Therefore,  he  supported  the 
compromise  which  sends  both  versions 
for  consideration. 

The  Rev.  George  E.  Ogle,  a  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  was  one  of  the  28 
religious,  educational  and  civil  rights 
leaders  urging  Sen.  Thurmond  to  conduct 
full  hearings  on  the  issue. 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  An  unusual 
coalition  of  32  church,  labor  and  anti- 
poverty  groups  says  it  will  lobby  for  a 
new  committee  on  hunger  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  groups,  which  include  both  main¬ 
line  churches  and  leading  conservative 
critics  of  them,  have  gotten  behind  a 
House  resolution  proposing  creation  of  a 
Select  Committee  on  Hunger  to  review 
hunger  and  development  issues  now 
handled  by  seven  separate  standing 
committees. 

A  similar  resolution  died  in  the  House 
last  year,  but  this  one  has  210  co- 
sponsors,  almost  half  of  the  House. 
Backers  are  pushing  for  early  committee 
approval  of  the  resolution,  reintroduced 
by  Reps.  Benjamin  A.  Gilman  (R-N.Y.) 
and  Mickey  Leland  (D-Texas),  and  floor 
action  in  the  House  before  the  August 
recess  of  Congress. 

They  argue  that  the  committee  is 
needed  to  fashion  a  comprehensive  U.S. 
hunger  policy.  “This  fragmentation  of 
committees  ties  policy  makers’  and 
citizens’  hands  in  working  to  overcome 
hunger  and  world  poverty,”  said  Arthur 
Simon,  executive  director  of  Bread  for 
the  World,  a  43,000-member  Christian 
hunger  lobby  which  has  helped  organize 
the  coalition.  “In  the  face  of  rising  world 
instability,  we  cannot  afford  an  uncoor¬ 
dinated  approach  to  world  hunger 
problems.” 

The  action  comes  amid  forecasts  of  one 
of  the  worst  famines  in  Africa  since 
200,000-300,000  people  died  of  starvation 
there  in  the  early  1970’s.  Bleak  predic¬ 
tions  of  the  African  situation  by  officials 
of  the  United  Nations’  Food  and  Agri¬ 
culture  Organization  and  the  State  De¬ 
partment  came  in  a  June  7  New  York 
Times  report. 

The  situation  in  Africa  would  be  one 
major  issue  facing  a  select  committee  on 
hunger,  according  to  Paola  Scommegna, 
a  spokesperson  for  Bread  for  the  World. 


the  world.  But  we  have  neglected  that 
part  of  our  task  belonging  uniquely  to  us, 
morality  and  spirituality.” 

Dr.  Wall  said  that  mainline 
Protestants  by  “joining  the  secular 
political  battle  on  the  side  of  the 
dispossessed,”  had  helped  shift  the 
balance  of  power  in  American  and  world 
society. 

“But  in  taking  sides  with  such  a 
vengeance,”  he  said,  “we  have  left 
ourselves  open  to  the  charge  of 
politicizing  the  faith.” 

“And  now  the  New  Religious  Right,  led 
by  such  luminaries  as  Jerry  Falwell  and 
Pat  Robertson,  has  seized  the  issues  of 
morality  and  spirituality  and  made  them 
central  to  their  strategic  attack  on 
mainline  Protestantism. 

“We  helped  create  this  situation  by 
focusing  on  ‘doing’  the  faith,  often  to  the 
exclusion  of  espousing  the  ‘being’  of  the 
faith.  If  we  are  to  continue  as  an  effective 
moral  force  in  American  life  we  need  not 


"Presenting  a  proposed  amendment  to 
the  Senate  for  a  vote  without  holding 
hearings  on  the  specific  language 
proposed  requires  the  Senators  to  vote 
without  being  able  to  consider  carefully 
the  viewpoints  of  a  wide  spectrum  of 
persons  on  both  the  need  for  any 
amendment  and  the  merits  of  the 
specific  language:  said  the  June  letter. 

Prayer  in  school  is  an  issue  on  which 
there  is  disagreement  within  the 
religious  community,  not  always  along 
traditional  liberal  conservative  lines. 

In  1982  when  the  proposed  amendment 
was  introduced  in  the  97th  Congress, 
some  United  Methodist  leaders  said  it 
might  be  time  to  consider  the  matter 
further  and  not  reject  it  out  of  hand. 
Others  see  it  as  a  major  breach  of  the 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

One  of  the  most  outspoken  criticisms  of 
the  proposal  was  voiced  in  testimony 
prepared  for  the  Hatch  subcommittee 
this  spring  by  William  P.  Thompson, 
stated  clerk  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

‘Religious  combat’  feared 

“History  is  replete  with  bloody 
confirmation  of  the  disastrous  effort  to 
compel  faith  or  the  observance  of  faith 
by  civil  fiat,”  Mr.  Thompson  said. 
“Should  Congress  send  such  a  proposed 
amendment  to  the  states,  50  legislatures 
will  become  religious  combat  zones  .  .  . 
Should  such  an  amendment  by  some 
chance  be  ratified,  the  conflict  will 
continue  in  every  American  community 
as  well  as  in  the  courts.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Sen.  Hatch  said  that 
“religious  people  should  not  be  cut  off 
from  all  facilities  because  of  the 
irreligious  few.  We’re  not  going  to  let  the 
irreligious  control  everything  in  this 
country.” 


As  a  select  committee,  it  would  not  have 
the  authority  to  pass  legislation,  but 
would  be  able  to  develop  proposals  for 
other  committees. 

The  committee  would  be  authorized  to 
examine  issues  ranging  from  U.S.  farm 
policy  to  foreign  aid  and  international 
banking.  “The  problem  of  hunger  is  of 
ample  magnitude  to  merit  the  full  time 
and  attention  of  at  least  one  committee  of 
Congress,”  said  Charles  Sykes,  of  the 
international  relief  organization  CARE, 
one  of  the  32  groups  backing  the 
resolution. 

The  newly  formed  Coalition  for  a 
Select  Committee  on  Hunger  includes 
representatives  of  Church  World 
Service,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  and  the  bishops- 
sponsored  U.S.  Catholic  Conference.  Also 
on  board  is  the  conservative  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy,  a  leading  critic 
of  liberal  Protestant  agencies  such  as 
Church  World  Service,  and  the  American 
Catholic  Conference,  a  new  group  which 
challenges  liberal  activism  and  policy 
positions  in  the  Catholic  Church. 

Penn  Kemble  said  the  IRD  has  now 
joined  with  its  church  foes  “because  we 
believe  the  U.S.  has  an  obligation  to  feed 
the  world’s  hungry  and  under¬ 
developed.”  He  added,  in  response  to  a 
question,  that  the  IRD  also  wants  a  say  in 
what  directions  Congress  might  take 
toward  solving  the  world  hunger 
problem. 

According  to  Bread  for  the  World,  the 
idea  for  a  select  committee  is  one 
response  to  recommendations  by  the 
U.S.  Presidential  Commission  on  World 
Hunger  in  1980  and  the  International 
Commission  on  International  Develop¬ 
ment  Issues.  Both  panels  urged 
resolution  of  such  so-called  “north- 
south”  issues  as  distribution  of  energy 
and  technology,  commodity  trade,  and 
the  link  between  disarmament  and 
development. 


slack  on  the  doing;  but  we  must  take 
more  seriously  our  responsibility  to 
emphasize  the ‘being.’  ” 
Coalition-building,  he  said,  “has  been 
effective  politically,  but  it  has  weakened 
our  moral  witness.  How  many  times  have 
we  heard  it  said  that  we  in  the  churches 
have  to  follow  certain  lines  and  advocate 
certain  solutions  because  our  friends  in 
the  coalition  expect  it  of  us. 

“We  have  often  seen  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  put  money  in  token 
amounts  into  causes  not  so  much  to 
provide  financial  backing,  but  to  indicate 
solidarity  with  the  effort .  .  .  ” 

Dr.  Wall  recalled  the  statement  by 
Harvard  theologian  Harvey  Cox  that  the 
“world”  should  set  the  church’s  agenda. 

“But  setting  the  agenda  does  not  mean 
determining  the  source  of  power  or 
devising  the  strategy,"  he  observed.  “We 
function  from  a  community  committed  to 
a  radically-free  God  who  calls  us  to  be 
both  for  and  from  the  world.  I  suggest  to 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  As  Gladys 
Buchanan  prepare^  to  leave  June  12  for  a 
three-week  visit  to  her  homeland  of 
Nicaragua,  her  co-workers  here  at  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
collected  money,  food  and  medicine. 
They  also  honored  her  during  the  weekly 
Upper  Room  Chapel  worship  service. 

Ms.  Buchanan,  a  U.S.  citizen,  has 
worked  for  four  years  with  Discipleship 
Resources,  a  publishing  unit  of  the 
board.  She  and  several  others  will  take 
the  supplies  to  two  refugee  camps  in  the 
beleagured  nation. 

At  a  reception  following  the  worship 
service,  Ms.  Buchanan  thanked  her 
friends  for  their  concern.  An  outspoken 
critic  of  U.S.  policy  in  Central  America, 
she  said  she  would  tell  the  people  of 
Nicaragua  that  concerned  persons  in  the 
United  States  care  for  them  “even 
though  their  government  is  not  caring.” 

Her  brother  was  recently  injured  by 
gunfire  and  is  in  critical  condition  in  a 


READERS’S  PARADISE.  You  II  relish  Preston 
Taylor’s  captivating  book  on  First  Peter.  24 
chapters.  253  spiritually  enriching  pages.  Acclaimed 
by  well-known  leaders.  Postpaid  $5.00.  Inspiration 
Books.  Big  Wells.  TX  78830.  Excellent  gift 
TWIN  CITIES  suburban  United  Methodist  Church 

seeks  Administrative  Assistant  to  Pastor  (612  )  423- 
2475  weekdays  9  to  1.  P.O.  Box  22,  Rosemount,  MN 
55068. _ _ 

CORNWALL  MANOR  FOUNDATION,  a  Health  and 
Welfare  Agency  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference,  seeks  an  Executive  Director  of  Fund 
Raising.  Contact:  Search  Committee,  Richard  B. 
Moyer,  Chairman,  Cornwall  Manor  Foundation, 
Cornwall.  PA  17016. _ 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  music,  in  the  lovely  four- 
corners  area  of  New  Mexico  and  Colorado.  A  1.200- 
member  United  Methodist  Church  congregation  with 
new  26-rank  Casavant  Freres  Pipe  Organ,  desires  a 
Music  Director  with  the  skills  in  conducting 
adult/youth  vocal  and  bell  choirs,  recruiting, 
training  and  supporting  volunteer  leaders  in 
Children’s  Choirs,  administrative  oversight  and 
development  of  graded  choir  program,  ability  to 
communicate  a  personal  Christian  faith  and  nurture 
choir  participants  through  the  music  ministry. 
$18,000  salary  negotiable!  Send  resume:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  808  N.  Monterey  Ave., 
Farmington,  NM  87401 . 

YAMAHA  ORGAN.  Model  E10  with  bench  for  sale. 

$3,000.  Six  years  old,  like  new  condition.  Call  or  write 
to  Frank  Wurzel,  Varna  United  Methodist  Church, 
965  Dryden  Road,  Ithaca,  NY  14850.  Telephone  (607) 
272-8058.  _ 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR/MINISTER  of  music  Full 

or  major  part-time.  Salary  negotiable.  Spring  Valley 
United  Methodist  Church,  7700  Spring  Valley  Road, 
Dallas,  Texas  75240.  Send  resume  or  call  (214)  233- 
7671  Dr  Bruce  Weaver,  Pastor 

WANTED:  FULL  TIME  Church  Youth  Director  to 

begin  July.  Send  resume  to:  Hastings  UM  Church, 
615  W  15th,  Hastings,  MN  55033. _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Coordinator  of  Lay 
Ministries  Church  needs  individual  to  develop, 
organize  and  administer  programs  for  all  age 
groups  Must  relate  well  to  other  persons.  Good 

organizational  and  administrative  abilities  essential. 

Please  send  resume  to:  P.O.  Box  69,  Hammond,  LA 
70404. _ _ 


you  that  the  neo-conservative  IRD 
(Institute  for  Religion  in  Democracy), 
the  NRR  (New  Religious  Right)  and  the 
liberal  NCC  (National  Council  of 
Churches)  have  each  on  occasion 
followed  tactics  and  strategy  not  from 
their  religious  base  but  from  the  political 
base  of  the  coalitions  to  which  they 
belong.” 


Abortion,  prayer  issues  cited 

Dr.  Wall  cited  abortion  and  prayer  in 
the  public  schools  as  two  issues  that 
people  have  moral  concerns  about.  He; 
said  concern  for  prayer  in  the  schools  is 
motivated  by  a  feeling  that  the  spiritual- 
and  moral  dimension  of  life  is 
systematically  excluded  from  our 
culture.  But  he  said  the  prayer 
amendment  is  “a  grossly  inadequate; 
response  to  such  spiritual  hunger.” 

“It  is  time  we  exercised  our  moral 
leadership  from  a  solid  biblical  base,” 
Dr.  Wall  declared.  “And  we  must 
recognize  that  we  live  not  with  answers 
we  can  put  forth  with  absolute  certainty, 
but  with  the  certainty  of  Jesus  Christ  who 
challenges  us  to  seek  answers  in  His 
name.” 


Nicaraguan  hospital.  Her  father,  a 
Baptist  minister,  is  co-founder  of  the 
Christian  Evangelical  Committee  for  Aid 
and  Development  (CEPAD). 

In  an  interview  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service,  Ms.  Buchanan  defended 
the  work  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  which  has  come  under  fire  in 
recent  months  from  critics  who  claim  it 
is  supporting  left-wing  revolution  around 
the  world.  “The  WCC  sends  money  to 
CEPAD,  not  the  government,  to  meet 
human  need,”  she  said.  “Without  it, 
many  people  would  not  live.”  She  said 
members  of  WCC  churches  must  trust 
their  Christian  colleagues  to  use  the 
money  wisely. 

She  also  bemoaned  the  fact  that  many 
in  the  United  States  are  quick  to  call 
those  “communists”  who  disagree  with 
governmental  or  Western  policies. 

Calling  U.S.  involvement  “immoral,” 
she  said  economic,  not  military,  aid  is 
needed. 


FREE:  BROCHURE  DESCRIBING  materials 
available  for  decision-making  and  planning  in  the 
local  church.  Simple,  effective  approach.  Published 
by  the  Northern  Illinois  Conference,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Available  from  Dr.  Richard  Matteson, 
709  S.  Kenilworth,  Oak  Park,  IL  60304.  Send  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope.  _ 

DORM  SUPERVISORS  NEEDED:  McCurdy 
School.  Box  127,  Espanola.  NM.  A  National  Division, 
UMC  project.  Couples  preferred  but  singles 
considered.  Must  work  closely  with  boys  and  girls, 
grades  7-12.  Begin  August  15.  (505)753-7221 
EMPLOYMENT  AVAILABLE  immediately^ 

Excellent  opportunity  to  continue  established 
position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  of  the 
Madison  United  Methodist  Church  in  a  fast-growing 
southern  West  Virginia  community.  Please  send 
Curriculum  Vitae  to:  Madison  United  Methodist 
Church,  Rev.  Maynard  Crawford,  367  State  Street, 
Madison.  WV  25130. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  wanted  for  St.  Paul’s  United 

Methodist  Church,  a  church  of  approximately  1,700 
members,  to  be  responsible  for  planning,  organizing 
and  implementing  a  total  Youth  Program.  Hours  and 
salary  are  negotiable  based  on  experience.  Position 
open  immediately.  Contact  Dr.  Charles  Murrell,  1080 
Med  Park  Drive,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88001.  _ 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by 

F.D.I.C.  Return  of  one-half  of  one  percent  above  the 
prevailing  market.  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000.  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000. 
Maximum  Length:  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson,  Westview 
National  Bank,  Box  7554,  Waco,  Tx  76714  or  Rev. 
Richard  M.  Freeman.  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714-7736. 
MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  968162646. 
SUMMER  RENTALS  Incomparable  View,  North 

Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska/Waynes- 
ville.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week, 
$400  month.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786,  (704  )  627-6067. _ 

A  SET  OF  USED  HANDBELLS  is  being  sought  by  SC 
Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church,  5005  Love  Rd.,  El 
Paso,  TX  79922,  (915  )  581-4444.  Call  or  write 
describing  condition  and  price.  _ 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

CbclIppcrRoom  alive  new!  Christian  hom€ 


OAHY  DCVOTIONAl  GlllOf 


THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue  P  0  Box  189,  Nashville  TN  37202 


Prayer  amendment 
hearings  are  urged 
by  religious  leaders 


Coalition  lobbies  for 
select  hunger  panel 


Recordset  in  first  bubble  gum  ‘ stretch ’ 


RIO  GRANDE  CITY,  Tex.  —  Youth  and  adults  of  the  St.  John  United 
Methodist  Church  here  stretch  50  pieces  of  bubble  gum  in  what  was  the 
first  “stretch-a-thon”  in  its  —  or  any  church’s  —  history.  Members 
pledged  between  one  cent  and  a  dollar  per  foot  for  the  building  fund  for  the 
more  than  300-foot  stretch. 

The  “Guinness  Book  of  World  Records”  does  not  list  such  q  feat  sq  St. 
John  is  claiming  the  world  record  and  challenging  some  other  church  to 
beat  it,  said  the  Rev.  Lundy  Hooten.  st.  john  umc  photo 


Nicaragua  policy  rapped 


CLASSIFIED 


INGLEWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST  in  Grand 
Prairie  is  seeking  a  Music  Director.  Position 
available  July  1.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Carl  McGee  at 
1737  S.W.  3rd,  Grand  Prairie,  TX  75051  or  call  Sue 
Hertweck  at  (214  )  641-1843. 


ORGANIST/CHOIR  Director.  2,000-member  church ; 

minimum  Bachelor  of  Music  or  equivalent;  five 
years  experience;  contact  Beverly  Mintmire,  Belle 
Meade  United  Methodist  Church,  121  Davidson  Road, 
Nashville,  TN  37205.  Application  deadline  August  1, 
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Morgan,  Douglass  McCastle,  Pat  Bolling,  Beth  Scott,  Yolanda  Robertson,  Sid  Wall, 
Dede  Wilburn,  Karen  Law,  Wes  Davis.  L-R,  middle  row:  Timmy  Mack,  Chenise 
Hamilton,  Geoff  Hart,  Laura  Isles,  Sally  Dillon.  L-R,  front  row:  Gina  Angelo,  Monica 
Moore,  Missy  Hopson,  Denise  Smith,  Joe  Patterson,  Marvin  Adams.  Immediate 
Front:  Skyler  Zochert,  past  vice-president,  CYT. 

District  Youth  receive  training 

On  June  9-11,  immediately  following  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  District 
Youth  Teams  from  around  the  state  assembled  at  Centenary  College  for  a  three-day 
intensive  District  Youth  Team  Training  Event.  Eight  of  the  nine  Louisiana 
Conference  Districts  were  represented,  with  a  total  of  58  youth  and  adults  present. 

Centering  on  a  theme  of  commitment  and  responsibility,  the  youth  came  to 
understand  the  challenge  they  have  taken  on  as  district  youth  representatives.  Issues 
such  as  Drug  Abuse  in  Teens,  Understanding  United  Methodism  and  Its  Inclusive 
Heritage,  Teamwork  and  Spirituality  were  examined  and  discussed.  Simulation 
games,  fellowship,  and  worship  services  all  worked  together  to  make  the  three  days 
challenging  and  meaningful. 

As  a  special  treat  Friday  night,  the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers  invited  all 
present  to  a  local  pizza  place  for  an  evening  of  dining  on  pizzas  of  many  flavors.  Later 
that  evening,  the  youth  and  their  counselors  enjoyed  a  special  Christian  concert, 
presented  beautifully  by  a  contemporary  band,  “Portrait."  The  concert  was  followed 
by  a  dance  presented  by  Mike  Hayes  of  Noel  UMC  of  Shreveport. 

Traditionally,  the  final  day  has  been  a  time  of  bringing  into  focus  events  of  the 
previous  two  days.  It  is  on  this  final  day  that  each  district  elects  two  delegates  and  one 
alternate  to  be  their  representatives  on  the  Conference  Youth  Team  (CYT).  The  final 
service  for  the  day  was  in  recognition  of  the  new  CYT  members  with  a  worship 
service  led  by  Skyler  Zochert,  1982-83  CYT  Vice  President,  and  a  communion  service 

1  conducted  by  Reverend  Patterson  Culligan,  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 

The  next  scheduled  meeting  of  the  Conference  Youth  Team  is  slated  for  July  20-22  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  Alexandria.  At  this  time  new  CYT  officers  and  youth 
members  to  the  various  Conference  Boards  and  Commissions  will  be  elected.  Also,  all 
final  dates  for  the  1983-1984  Conference  Youth  Events  will  be  set. 

Results  of  General  Welfare 
Survey  revealed 

By  DOROTHY  TAYLOR 
Chairperson,  Committee 
On  General  Welfare 

The  committee  on  General  Welfare  conducted  a  survey  to  determine  how  well  our 
Conference  is  meeting  the  selected  human  care  needs.  Questionnaires  were  sent  to  all 

(of  our  local  churches.  I  shall  share  with  you  what  percentage  of  those  who  returned 
the  questionnaires  are  meeting  the  selected  human  care  needs. 

1.  74  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  aged,  persons  65  and  over 
26  percent  do  not 

2.  The  unemployed  and  underemployed 

a.  34  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  teenagers,  through  age  18 
66  percent  do  not 

b.  50  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  adults  over  18 
50  percent  do  not 
3.  The  hungry 

76  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  hungry 
24  percent  do  not 
4.  The  underprivileged 

a.  38  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  undereducated 
62  percent  do  not 

b.  68  percent  have  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  underclothed 
32  percent  do  not 

5.  21  percent  have  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  Sub-standard  housing 
79  percent  do  not 

6.  49  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  handicapped 
51  percent  do  not 

7.  74  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  community  agencies 
26  percent  do  not 

8.  The  Health  and  Welfare  Ministry 
a.  66  percent  have  neighborly  contacts 
34  percent  do  not 

b.  87  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  visits  to  the  sick  and  shut- 
in 

13  percent  do  not 

c.  13  percent  have  programs  to  loan  medical  equipment 
87  percent  do  not 

d.  51  percent  have  other  outreach  efforts 
49  percent  do  not 
9.  The  incarcerated 

a.  11  percent  have  had  an  educational  tour  of  a  penal  institution 
89  percent  have  not 

b.  26  percent  have  programs  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the  inmate  population 
74  percent  do  not 

c.  25  percent  have  special  activities  for  the  prison  population 
75  percent  do  not 

10.  72  percent  allocates  a  portion  of  its  budget  to  the  human  care  ministry 
28  percent  do  not 

11.  60  percent  has  increased  its  activities  in  human  care  ministry  within  the  past 
year 

40  percent  have  not 

The  Committee  on  General  Welfare  proposes  to  recommend  to  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  their  expressions  for  future  programming  based  on  the 
summary  of  the  need  for  human  care. 
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and  Events 

On  Sunday,  May  8  at  Mallalieu  United 
Methodist  Church,  St.  Martinville,  Mrs. 
Walter  Barabin  was  honored  as  “Mother 
of  the  Year”  by  the  church.  A  beautiful 
gift  was  given  to  her  by  the  young  adult 
and  junior  choirs.  They  were  in  charge  of 
the  worship  service. 

*  *  * 

The  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans  celebrated  its 
150th  anniversary,  March  27.  Dr.  Samuel 
Walker,  Director  of  Special  Ministries 
for  the  Conference,  was  the  speaker. 
Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  Family  Activity  Building  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
was  dedicated  on  Sunday,  May  29.  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  officiated  and 
delivered  the  morning  sermon.  Other 
participants  were  Dr.  Benedict  A. 
Galloway,  pastor  at  that  time;  Dr.  Jack 
Cooke,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent;  Dr.  George  F.  Pearce, 
former  pastor;  Rev.  Donald  Morgan  and 
Dr.  Carl  F.  Lueg,  Sr.,  ministers  on  the 
present  staff ;  Mr.  Joe  T.  Miller,  Chair  of 
the  Trustees;  Mr.  John  L.  Van  Norman, 
former  chair  of  the  Trustees;  Mr.  H.  L. 
Dickens,  Sr.,  Chair  of  the  Building 
Committee;  and  Dr.  Michael  Rudd, 
Organist  and  Choir  Director. 

Methodist  Men 
of  First  UM  Church 
of  Lafayette  are  busy 

The  Methodist  Men  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette  have  had 
a  series  of  outstanding  programs.  In 
February,  Bonnie  Red  spoke  of  the  rape 
crisis  in  Lafayette;  March  saw  Former 
Governor  John  McKeithen  speaking  on 
“Religion  and  Politics”;  and  in  May, 
Brother  Bob  King,  pastor  of  the 
Assembly  of  God  Church  of  Lafayette, 
spoke  to  the  club  about  his  denomination. 

At  the  June  meeting,  Miss  Jane  Parker 
will  speak  on  the  new  Women’s  Hospital 
which  opened  recently  in  the  Lafayette 
area;  in  July,  Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr., 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 
Superintendent,  will  be  the  speaker;  and 
in  August,  Former  Mayor  Kenny  Bowen, 
a  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Lafayette,  will 
be  the  featured  speaker  for  a  panel 
discussion  and  question  and  answer 
session. 

Chipper  Jasper  Hamm,  former 
president  of  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club, 
and  now  program  chairman,  will  be 
representing  the  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  at  the 
Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  to  be  held  on 
June  25  and  26  at  Louisiana  College  in 
Pineville,  Louisiana. 


More  Conference  Capsules 


Centenary  Pages  Helped 


Support  for  Marta 


Mrs.  Shamblin  Recognized 


The  Talberts  Welcomed 


The  Bowden  Award 


Another  Ballot  Soon 


Korean  Ministry  in  New  Orleans 


Bible  to  Archives 


Bunkie  Women  hold  Spring  Retreat 


The  members  of  the  David  Haas  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  held  their  spring  retreat  at  the  Indian  Creek  camp  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Cochran.  The  retreat  leader  was  Mrs.  Janice  Richardson.  She  was  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Louise  Elliott,  Mrs.  Judy  O’Dell,  Mrs.  Nancy  Carruth,  Elizabeth  Randol, 
Mrs.  Linda  Stuart,  and  Mrs.  Cochran. 


j  From  Centenary  College 

Miss  Libby  Taylor,  a  1983  graduate  of  Centenary,  has  been  named  an  admissions 
counselor.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Ed  Taylor. 

Ms.  Diane  Fowler  is  the  first  female  assistant  to  be  named  to  the  Chaplain’s  staff  at 
Centenary  College. 

Centenary’s  sixth  endowed  academic  chair  has  been  established  by  one  of  North 
Louisiana’s  oldest  families.  The  $500,000  gift  came  from  the  family  of  Samuel  Guy 
Sample.  The  Sample  Chair  for  Business  Administration  memorializes  a  pioneer  in  the 
early  20th  century  business  world  of  North  Louisiana. 

During  1982-83  a  total  of  $1,251,000  was  given  to  Centenary  students  in  scholarship 
aid.  Next  year  $1,324,000  will  be  awarded,  an  increase  of  $73,000. 
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‘Fidelity  in  marriage,  celibacy  in 
singleness’:  a  positive  standard 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


One  cannot  absolutely  predict  what  a 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
will  do  based  on  what  annual  conferences 
do  the  year  before.  However,  the  actions 
and  resolutions  approved  by  annual 
conferences  as  they  are  electing  General 
Conference  delegates  provide  a  rela¬ 
tively  reliable  barometer  —  especially 
on  subjects  addressed  by  numerous 
annual  conferences. 

Initial  reports  from  annual  con¬ 
ferences  across  the  nation  suggest 
that  questions  related  to  homosexuality 
—  and  particularly  the  ordination  of 
avowed,  practicing  homosexuals  —  will 
be  among  the  most  volatile  issues  when 
the  1984  General  Conference  convenes  in 
Baltimore  next  May. 

This  scarcely  is  surprising.  An  almost 
continuous  series  of  specific  incidents 
has  stimulated  ongoing  discussion  on  this 
subject  across  the  church  during  the  past 
decade,  including  divisive  debates  at  the 
last  three  General  Conferences. 

It  appears  highly  unlikely,  based  on 
this  year's  annual  conference  actions 
that  the  church’s  basic  stance  will  be 
altered  from  that  first  adopted  in  1972, 
and  then  reaffirmed  in  1976  and  1980:  the 
church  affirms  the  “sacred  worth”  of  all 
persons  and  its  calling  to  engage  in 
compassionate  ministry  to  all  persons, 
including  homosexuals ;  but  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  is  deemed  by  the 
church  to  be  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.” 

The  one  notable  new  element  in  the 
discussion  this  year  involves  a  proposal 
by  United  Methodism’s  general  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry.  It  would  make  the 
phrase  “fidelity  in  marriage  and 
celibacy  in  singleness”  United 
Methodism’s  normative  standard 
regarding  human  sexual  expression. 

This  proposal  is  still  preliminary,  and 
it  was  not  widely  publicized  between  the 
time  it  was  approved  by  the  Ordained 
Ministry  group  in  April  and  the  onset 
of  the  denomination’s  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  during  May  and  June.  How¬ 
ever,  a  substantial  number  of  con¬ 
ferences  have  endorsed  this  wording 
in  their  resolutions  —  often  as 
amendments  to,  or  substitutes  for,  other 
proposals. 

This  initial  very  positive  feedback 
from  across  the  church  suggests  that  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  has  struck 
a  responsive  chord,  at  least  among 
church  leaders.  We  believe  there  are 
several  good  reasons  for  this  response. 

First,  as  its  proponents  suggest,  the 
proposal  states  the  church’s  position 


positively  rather  than  negatively. 

Second,  it  provides  a  consistent 
standard  for  all  forms  of  human  sexual 
expression,  rather  than  singling  out  for 
disapproval  one  particular  lifestyle. 

Third,  it  is  consistent  with  the 
teachings  of  Scripture  and  centuries  of 
Christian  tradition,  as  well  as  the 
church’s  present  position. 

Fourth,  it  clearly  relates  to  sexual 
behavior,  and  not  to  “orientation.” 
Unnecessary  misunderstanding  has  been 
a  persistent  consequence  of  some 
persons  speaking  of  homosexuality  as  a 
state  of  being,  others  referring  to  it  as  a 
form  of  behavior,  and  still  others 
refusing  to  recognize  any  distinction 
between  the  two.  Agreement  that  the 
church’s  position  should  focus  primarily 
on  behavior  would  be  a  significant  step 
forward. 

It  would  be  unrealistic  to  assume  that 
the  adoption  of  this  standard  would  fully 
resolve  for  United  Methodism  all  ques¬ 
tions  related  to  homosexuality.  We  do 
believe  its  adoption  would  enable 
Christians  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition  to 
apply  and  share  their  convictions 
regarding  different  facets  of  this 
complex  issue  with  much  greater  clarity 
and  much  less  misunderstanding. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

Would  the  UMC  serve  God  better 
by  ceasing  to  operate  colleges? 


By  HERSCHEL  B.  ABSH1RE 

Has  the  time  dome  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  discontinue  operating 
colleges?  Even  to  raise  this  question  will 
seem  radical,  provocative,  revolutionary 
and  heretical  to  some  persons.  Before 
suggesting  an  answer,  let’s  take  a  look  at 
the  facts. 

I.  INCREASING  COSTS  OF  ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION  AND  FACULTY 

1.  Inflationary  costs  of  real  estate, 
construction,  and  maintenance  of 
campus  facilities. 

2.  Policies  of  accrediting  agencies 
placing  pressure  on  administrations’ 
increasing  demand  for  academic 
qualifications  of  faculty  personnel  whose 
salaries  and  fringe  benefits  result  in 
budgets  beyond  the  ability  of 
constituency  to  financially  support. 

3.  Demand  for  qualified  instructors  in 
the  various  sciences  and  technologies 
related  to  the  nuclear  age  place  our 
schools,  dependent  upon  voluntary 
financial  support  of  church  members, 
into  competition  with  government  with 
its  tax-support  basis,  and  business,  with 
its  profit-based  support,  for  the  most 
capable  and  best  trained  personnel. 

II.  EFFECTS  OF  THE  NEW  MORAL¬ 
ITY  UPON  THE  STUDENTS 

1.  Boys  and  girls  become  legal  adults 


at  age  18. 

2.  The  concept  of  total  abstinence  and 
sobriety  is  no  longer  taught  by  precept 
and  example  by  parents.  It  has  been 
replaced  by  the  concept  of  moderation 
and  social  acceptability.  The  lifestyle  in 
the  matter  of  alcoholic  beverage 
consumption  is  fixed  by  the  experiences 
of  boys  and  girls  by  the  time  they 
graduate  from  elementary  grades,  and 
not  later  than  their  sophomore  year  in 
high  school.  The  church-related  colleges 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  are 
bound  to  the  traditional  position  of  the 
denomination  in  this  matter.  A  policy 
which  prohibits  its  use  on  the  campus  or 
at  social  functions  sponsored  by  the 
college  is  printed  in  the  catalogue. 

3.  The  virginity  of  either  sex  until 
marriage  is  no  longer  expected  by 
typical  parents  or  by  the  community. 
Like  alcohol,  sexual  attitudes  are  fixed 
by  the  time  these  boys  and  girls  graduate 
from  the  elementary  grades  or  not  later 
than  their  sophomore  year  of  high  school. 

4.  Drugs.  Like  alcohol  and  sex,  the  use 
of  drugs  is  fixed  by  experience  by  the 
time  these  boys  and  girls  graduate  from 
the  elementary  grades  or  not  later  than 
their  sophomore  year  of  high  school. 

5.  Thus,  many  such  “new  adults” 
arrive  on  the  church-related  college 


Christians  can’t  accept  ‘detente’  with  evil 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  Luis  Diaz  de  Arce 
headlined  “Cuban  Methodists  have 
lessons  for  all  Christians”  which 
appeared  in  your  June  10  issue. 

In  enumerating  six  lessons  for 
Christians,  Mr.  de  Arce  missed  one  of 
the  most  important.  That  one  lesson  was 
highlighted  by  President  Reagan 
recently  when  he  referred  to  Russia  as 
the  “worst  evil  in  the  world.”  He  didn’t 
say  why  it  is  the  worst  evil,  because,  I 
presume  he  thought  that  was  self- 
evident.  However,  it  must  not  be  self- 
evident  to  many  of  our  Christian  leaders, 
since  they  were  some  of  his  sharpest 
critics  for  making  this  strong  statement. 

Therefore,  I  want  to  add  one  more 
lesson  to  the  six  listed  by  Mr.  de  Arce: 
communism/socialism  is  evil.  I  know 
there  will  be  some  Christians  who  will 
take  issue  with  such  a  strong  statement, 
so  let  me  explain  my  basis  for  such  an 
unkind  remark. 

Communism/socialism  is  the  largest, 
most  comprehensive  and  well-organized 


Mv  TUiJness 

God’s  plan  includes  a  time 
and  a  pastor  for  everyone 


By  KATIE  ANDERSON 

Just  because  someone  is  called  into 
ministry  doesn’t  mean  they  are  perfect. 
It  means  they  have  a  special  gift  of 
sharing  the  gospel.  There  is  only  one 
perfect  person:  Jesus  Christ. 

The  church  I  attend  has  approximately 
100  people  in  attendance  every  Sunday. 
Therefore,  we  have  100  different  opinions 
of  what  a  perfect  pastor  is.  How  are  our 
pastors  to  decide  whose  definition  to  live 
by? 

For  a  long  time,  I  wished  that  I  had 
someone  of  whom  I  could  ask  questions 
about  religion  —  and  personal  things,  too 
—  without  feeling  like  they  were  dumb 
questions.  When  God  sent  my  pastor  and 
his  wife  to  Kearney,  I  felt  like  He  had  a 
special  plan  for  me.  At  last,  there  was 
someone  I  could  talk  to.  I’m  not  saying 
my  pastor  is  perfect;  I  am  saying  that  he 
and  his  wife  are  people  I  can  relate  to. 
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Having  heard  my  pastor’s  testimony, 
though,  and  knowing  that  he  has  made 
mistakes  makes  me  feel  comfortable  to 
talk  with  him  and  gives  me  hope,  since  I 
make  my  share  of  mistakes  too. 

The  success  of  a  pastor  depends  partly 
on  us,  the  laity.  We  must  pray  for  our 
pastors  and  be  understanding  and 
patient  just  as  we  expect  them  to  be  with 
us.  But  how  many  times  do  we,  as 
parents,  tell  our  children  to  be  patient 
and  to  “hang  in  there”?  Do  we  practice 
what  we  preach? 

I  have  gone  to  church  with  people  who 
seem  to  come  only  to  gripe  or  hurt 
someone’s  feelings.  They  don’t  stop  to 
think  that  they  might  have  a  repu¬ 
tation  as  the  “Sunday  Griper”  or 
“Troublemaker.”  To  me,  they  are 
personally  unhappy  people.  They  don’t 
realize  how  they  look  to  others.  They’re 
too  busy  criticizing  everybody  else 
regardless  of  who  the  pastor  is.  We  are 
supposed  to  love  these  people,  and  take 
the  risk  of  talking  to  them;  yet  we  are 
afraid  that  they  might  get  mad  or  take  it 
the  wrong  way. 

But  just  as  we  cannot  do  things  alone, 
neither  can  our  pastors.  Pressures  are 
greater  on  them  because  it  is  their 
responsibility  to  spread  the  gospel.  As 
lay  people,  that  is  our  responsibility  too. 
But  how  good  are  we  at  it?  Would  we 
really  want  to  have  the  responsibility  a 
pastor  has? 

There  will  never  be  a  pastor  who  will 
please  everyone.  But  I  feel  that  we 
should  be  able  to  work  together  anyway. 
My  time  came,  and  so  will  yours  —  it  is  in 
God’s  plan. 

So  as  our  new  pastors  come  to  town, 
let’s  remember  that  we’re  not  all  going  to 
hit  it  off  with  them.  But  we  might 
remember  the  “good  old  days”  when  we 
had  our  pastors  and  their  family  to 
dinner.  This  is  a  good  way  to  get  to  know 
them  and  to  remember  the  lesson  of 
Matthew  7:12:  “In  everything,  do  to 
others  what  you  would  have  them  do  to 
you,  for  this  sums  up  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets.”  (NIV) 

As  our  pastor  and  his  wife  leave  for 
their  new  ministry,  we  all  will  have 
certain  thoughts,  memories  and  opinions 
about  them.  Did  you  ever  stop  to  think 
about  how  they  will  remember  us? 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Katie 
Anderson,  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Kearney.  Missouri  (Missouri  West 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double  spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,  ”  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


anti-God  movement  of  all  time.  Karl 
Marx,  even  though  he  was  the  son  of  a 
German  rabbi,  stated  that  the  worship  of 
God  was  an  opiate  for  the  working  class. 
It  became  the  cornerstone  of  his 
movement  (communism/socialism)  to 
eliminate  all  religion.  We  have  witnessed 
this  policy  applied  in  every  country 
where  the  communists  have  gained 
power.  Certainly,  Mr.  de  Arce  brought 
out  this  point  concerning  Cuba. 

Since  governments  function  by 
humans,  none  are  perfect.  So  Christians 
must  come  to  recognize  that  the  only 
criteria  for  measuring  the  “good”  or 
“evil”  of  a  government,  is  whether  or  not 
it  acknowledges  God.  If  it  is  a  communist 
or  socialist  government,  it  is  by  doctrine, 
policy,  and  teaching  opposed  to  the  idea 
of  God. 

So,  Christians,  take  your  choice.  Either 
support  those  who  are  fighting  the 
expansion  of  this  anti-God  movement,  or 
join  ranks  with  the  power  of  the  evil  one. 
I  am  reminded  of  I  John  5:19:  “We  know 
we  are  of  God,  and  the  whole  world  lies  in 
the  power  of  the  evil  one.”  Does  any 
Christian  truly  believe  that  God  and  our 
Christ  could  accept  a  state  of  “detente” 
with  the  “evil  one”? 

Leslie  E.  Delahay 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Has  UMC  become 
too  complicated? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  why  the 
Methodist  Church  of  my  77  years  is  losing 
members,  but  I  can  relate  why  the 
sustaining  joy  experienced  as  a  deeply 
involved  member  is  growing  tarnished. 
Perhaps  others  share  my  experience. 

The  recent  Readers’  Digest  and  the  “60 
Minutes”  presentations,  we  confess,  had 
some  grains  of  truth,  and  in  retrospect 
appeared  similar  to  concerns  of  many  of 
our  members  over  press  disclosures 
about  the  campus  violence  and  Vietnam 
during  the  1960’s  —  including  some 
immature  characters  our  church 
embraced  then. 

Quite  conveniently  these  left  field 
events  were,  and  now  are,  but  “re¬ 
sponses  to  the  will  of  the  membership,” 
or  so  we  are  asked  to  believe. 

In  1983  we  are  asked  to  support  those 
who  refuse  to  register,  rather  than 
counseling  them  to  register  and 
subsequently  affirming  their  conscience. 

We  get  terribly  concerned  —  as  we 
should  —  over  the  plight  of  the  migrant 
workers,  and  we  place  a  high  priority  on 
the  Nestle  boycott. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  longer 
proper  to  express  concern  over  the  12,000 
odd  persons  who  die  each  year  upon  out- 
highways  and  streets  from  alcohol 
involved  accidents,  nor  over  the  impact 
of  tobacco  usage  upon  the  users’  health. 

We  even  propose  neutering  God  the 
Father;  and  the  Bible  seems  to  some  to 
be  in  error  regarding  the  practice  of 
homosexuality. 

Could  it  be  that  United  Methodism  is 
becoming  just  too  complicated  for  me  to 
understand  in  the  close  of  this  20th 
century? 

Wilby  F.  Anderson 
Clearwater,  Florida 

New  York  should  not 
judge  others’  racism 

To  the  Editor: 

Following  the  demands  of  the  United 
League,  a  black  activist  group  from 
Holmes  County,  Mississippi,  our  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  placed  a 
rather  large  sum  of  money  in  the  hands 
of  a  convicted  criminal  to  pay  for  his 
legal  fees  and  family  expenses  (see 
UMR,  April  29).  Had  this  man  lived  in 
New  York,  the  event  would  have  gone 
unnoticed,  and  he  would  have  simply 
served  his  time. 

I  suspect  we  are  seeing  our  church 
practice  reverse  prejudice,  because  the 
state  is  Mississippi  and  the  person  is 
black.  After  devastating  the  Mississippi 
church  structure,  and  with  both  black 
and  white  leaders  pleading  that  the 
board  cut  its  ties  with  this  left-wing 
group,  I  see  it  is  being  done  (see  UMR, 
April  15).  Bravo!  Now  I  see  my 


conference  —  the  New  York  Conference 
—  objects. 

Why  do  some  of  us  in  the  New  York 
Conference  march  out  with  banners 
waving  on  issues  for  which  we  do  not 
always  have  the  facts?  Black  and  white 
leaders  have  told  us  that  the  group  was 
not  for  the  good  of  either  race  or  the 
church.  The  New  York  Conference  knows 
best  on  a  Mississippi  issue?  By  what 
logic  could  we  think  we  know  better  than 
they  what  is  right? 

I  have  a  daughter  entering  her 
sophomore  year  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi.  Her  roommate  last  year  was 
a  lovely  black  young  lady  from 
Clarksdale,  and  they  both  have 
requested  each  other  for  roommates 
again.  We  both  have  seen  and 
experienced  the  fact  that  Mississippi  is 
far  ahead  of  New  York  in  honestly 
looking  at  and  working  with  racial 
problems. 

I  would  suggest  that  our  learned  New 
York  Conference  leaders  remove  the  log 
from  their  own  eyes  first,  then  perhaps 
our  conference  can  provide  helpful 
advice  for  United  Methodists  in  other 
states. 

Mary  B.  Retchless 
Clifton  Springs,  New  York 

Task  force  needs 

meaningful  task 

To  the  Editor: 

Were  it  not  such  a  serious  matter,  the 
article  headlined  “Language  guidelines: 
Task  force  charged  with  finding 
answers”  (UMR,  June  3),  would  be  a 
hilarious  matter,  calling  to  mind  the  sign 
over  the  old-time  crossroads  general 
store,  “Dry  goods  and  notions,”  or  again, 
the  one  on  the  blacksmith  shop,  “All 
kinds  of  twisting  and  turning  done  here.” 

The  task  force,  and  many  individuals 
here  and  there  seem  to  be  in  a  dither,  and 
“painfully  aware”  of  their  plight  in 
endeavoring  to  turn  our  minds  to 
replacing  Bible  language  with  other 
terminology  —  but  for  what  sensible 
reason?  So-called  “sexist  language” 
seems  to  be  in  trouble  lest  some  dear 
souls  be  offended. 

God’s  first  human  creation  was  a  man, 
a  male.  God  says  “This  is  my  son,"  a 
male.  Jesus  speaks  of  His  Father,  male 
gender.  If  my  count  is  correct,  the  word 
“Son”  occurs  over  1,800  times  in  the  Old 
Testament,  417  times  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  word  “Father”  occurs 
over  600  times  in  the  Old  Testament,  and 
“fathers"  over  300  times. 

Can  someone  please  tell  us  what  would 
be  gained  by  replacing  these  “sexist” 
connotations?  It  would  both  please  and 
surprise  the  great  body  of  grassroots 
United  Methodists. 

If  our  task  force  would  quit  their 
quibbling  and  get  a  meaningful  “task,” 
they  might  search  the  average  issue  of 
the  Reporter  with  a  microscope  and 
endeavor  to  find  a  report  of  a 
heartwarming,  soul-saving  revival.  This 
would  strain  the  efforts  of  Sherlock 
Holmes.  Let’s  quit  playing  church  and 
get  back  on  the  main  line  of  reaching  the 
unsaved,  and  get  our  church  back  in  the 
place  of  leadership  that  won  the 
admiration  of  the  religious  world.  I  am  a 
Methodist  of  71  years  and  enjoy  getting 
the  Reporter,  but  I  read  it  with  yearning 
eyes  and  sorrowing  heart. 

BevE.  Blancharp 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

Agrees  with  task 
force  chairperson 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  interest  that  I  read  your 
articles  on  Language  Guidelines  (UMR, 
May  6  and  May  20)  and  the  article  about 
Ms.  Carolyn  Oehler  as  chairperson  of  the 
Task  Force  of  this  committee  (UMR, 
June  3). 

From  what  I  read,  I  believe  that  I 
agree  thoroughly  with  her  position  and 
would  like  to  write  to  her  directly.  So  can 
you  furnish  me  with  her  mailing 
address? 

Frederick  T.  Rowland 

New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Ms.  Oehler’s 
address  is  77  W.  Washington,  Suite  1806, 
Chicago,  Illinois  60602. 


Bible  names 
many  abominations 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  column 
of  your  June  10  issue,  F.  Lee  York  asks 
what  more  authority  the  UMC  wants 
than  the  Leviticus  20:13  ruling  that 
homosexual  practice  is  an  abomination. 

The  UMC  and  its  Womens  Society 
should  also  notice  that  Deuteronomy  22:5 
makes  a  woman  wearing  a  man’s 
clothing  also  an  abomination,  and  that 
Leviticus  11:10  makes  serving  a  crab 
salad  an  abomination. 

George  Eldredge 
El  Cerrito,  California 

Infant  formula 

coverage  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  pleased  with  your  article  on 
the  infant  formula/Nestle  boycott  (See 
UMR,  May  27).  However,  I  would  like  to 
see  more  information  on  the  smaller 
firms  that  have  picked  up  the 
“business.” 

As  a  nursing  mother  and  childbirth 
educator,  I  have  seen  the  damage  those 
helpful  little  packets  do.  In  this  country, 
it  means  undermining  a  new  mother’s 
efforts  to  establish  a  good  nursing 
relationship.  I  shudder  to  think  of  what  it 
means  to  mothers  in  Third  World 
nations. 

I  disagree  with  Dr.  Juergens  (UMR 
“Letters,”  June  3),  who  wonders  how  the 
boycott  serves.  It  serves  to  protect  God’s 
most  precious  treasure  from  harm. 
Breastfed  is  best  fed. 

Carol  Swick 
Menoa,  New  York 


Herschel  B.  Abshire 
campus  with  lifestyles  involving  the  use 
of  alcohol,  drugs  and  promiscuous  sex 
already  firmly  established. 

6.  The  average  church-related  college 
administration  does  not  have  sufficient 
personnel  to  police  the  dormitories  and 
other  social  functions  both  on  the  campus 
and  off  the  campus,  and  enforce  policies 
and  rules  related  to  the  above  lifestyles 
of  the  students.  Even  if  they  did,  these 
“new  adults”  would  consider  it 
infringing,  upon  their  “rights”  and 
“freedoms.”  They  would  rebel,  resent 
and  defy  the  authorities.  They  would 
devise  ways  and  means  to  circumvent 
such  rules  and  ignore  penalties  for 
violating  them. 

7.  The  average  church-related  college 
administration  would  be  reluctant  to 
enforce  rules  considered  “too  strict”  by 
the  students,  for  fear  such  action  would 
result  in  a  decline  in  enrollment  and  a 
corresponding  decline  in  financial 
income  from  students,  thereby  forcing 
the  college  to  close. 

8.  This  alternative  places  the 
administrations  and  trustees  in  a 
dilemma.  On  one  hand,  they  must 
comply  with  religious  convictions  of  the 
supporting  constituency  to  insure 
continued  financial  support  and 
approval.  On  the  other  hand,  they  must 
appeal  to  the  “new  morality”  of 
prospective  students  to  insure  filled 
dormitories  and  adequate  income  to 
meet  the  school’s  operating  budget.  Too 
often  the  dilemma  results  in  compromise 
on  the  part  of  the  administration  and 
acceptance  by  the  trustees  who  are 
primarily  interested  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  president  stating  that  the  college  ifc 
solvent. 

III.  CONCLUSION  AND  RECOMMEN¬ 
DATION 

After  a  careful  review  of  the  facts  as  I 
have  sought  truthfully  to  present  them,  I 
believe  the  United  Methodist  Church 
could  better  serve  God’s  Kingdom  by 
discontinuing  sponsoring  junior  and 
senior  colleges  and  concentrating 
personnel  and  financial  resources  to: 

1.  Strengthen  the  local  church  and 
expand  its  program  of  social  services  ; 

2.  Expand  and  strengthen  its  program 
of  missions,  world  and  national  ;  and 

3.  Develop  a  special  ministry  toward 
children.  It  is  estimated  that  a  million 
children  a  year  run  away  from  their 
homes.  Why?  It  should  be  part  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  find  the  answer  and  devise  a 
program  to  meet  it.  Each  year  thousands 
of  children  are  made  “wards  of  the 
court.”  Why?  They  are  abused,  deserted, 
neglected  and  exploited.  Many  come 
from  broken  homes. 

We  may  not  be  able  to  change  the 
lifestyle  of  the  generation  of  new  adults, 
but  for  the  Kingdom’s  sake  and  that  of 
this  generation  of  children,  let’s  save 
them  from  making  the  same  decisions 
and  mistakes. 

I  believe  fair,  open-minded  and  con¬ 
cerned  Christians  will  agree  that  I  have 
made  a  strong  case  for  the  answer  I  have 
suggested  to  the  question  stated  at  the 
beginning  of  this  article.  What  is  your  opin¬ 
ion?  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Herschel  B.  Abshire.  is  a  retired  member 
of  the  Holston  Conference. 


What  do  church  leaders  think  about  their 
United  Methodist  Reporter  local  church  editions? 


“I  think  that  a  local  edition  is  one  of  the  best  things  that 
can  happen  to  a  church!  Our  giving  has  increased, 
there  is  a  new  interest  in  the  life  of  the  conference,  and 
a  new  awareness  and  concern  about  what  is  happening 
throughout  the  Church.” 

Wayne  E.  Williams,  Pastor 

Willow  Glen  UMC,  San  Jose,  California 


“One  of  the  things  we  value  most  highly  is  the  sense  of 
warmth  and  friendliness  .  .  .  our  newspaper  should 
encourage  that  atmosphere  .  .  .  and  much  like  the 
sharing  of  joys  and  concerns  during  our  worship 
services,  our  paper  will  be  a  continual  reminder  that 
we  are  all  members  of  a  family  of  faith  ...” 

Anders  Lunt,  Pastor 
Glen  Mar  UMC,  Ellicott  City,  Maryland 

.  .  it  is  like  a  visit  into  every  home  of  the 
congregation  each  week  .  .  .  contains  the  conference 
and  national  church  news,  which  is  one  of  the  extras 
you  appreciate  that  regular  church  newsletters  cannot 
produce  ...  we  consider  the  Reporter  a  valuable  and 
necessary  part  of  our  church  program  ...  it  more  than 
justifies  the  little  that  it  costs  ...” 

Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Pastor 
Aurora  UMC,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
“Each  week  you  will  have  in  your  hands  the  most  up- 
to-date  religious  news  available  ...  I  am  excited  about 
this  new  venture  . . .  that  we  may  continue  our  ministry 
as  more  intelligently  informed  members  of  Christ’s 
people  at  First,  Mesquite.” 

John  Taylor,  Pastor 
First  UMC,  Mesquite,  Texas 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter’s  format  — 

•  always  gives  your  church’s  news  top  priority  —  on  page  one. 

•  provides  your  membership  with  a  professionally  composed  and  printed 
publication  in  the  newspaper  style  your  members  are  accustomed  to 
every  day. 

•  enables  your  church  staff  to  save  time  and  concentrate  on  the  paper’s 
content,  with  composition,  printing,  addressing,  mailing  and  delivery 
problems  handled  by  the  Reporter’s  staff. 

•  provides  as  much  space  as  is  needed  —  regularly  or  only  in  time  of 
special  need. 

•  allows  flexibility  and  you  only  pay  for  the  space  you  use. 

•  helps  the  members  of  your  church  to  be  informed  about  significant 
religious  news  and  issues  each  week  in  recognition  that  informed 
Christians  are  generally  more  committed  Christians. 

•  encourages  individuality  —  you  are  not  cast  in  a  mold. 

•  frequently  saves  you  money  when  compared  to  present  publication. 

For  additional  information,  including  an  estimate  of  costs,  write  to  William  C. 
Strickland,  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222.  (214) 
630-6495. 
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The  Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  director  of  The  Holy  Fools  clown  ministry, 
left,  gives  Charles  Earl  a  new  face.  “Chuckles’  ”  destination  is  a  nursing 
home  where  he  will  “bring  a  little  laughter”  and  express  love  and 
concern  for  those  he  touches.  bill hagen  photo 

6 Holy  Fools 9  to  establish 
national  clown  fellowship 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 

SPRINGFIELD,  ILL.  -  To 
celebrate  its  tenth  birthday,  a  loosely 
knit  fellowship  of  Christian  clowns 
will  establish  a  formal  organization 
next  month. 

“We  want  to  make  contact  with 
every  known  clown  and  mime 
ministry  in  the  country,”  said  the 
Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  founder  and  director  of  The  Holy 
Fools.  “There  are  probably  25,000 
Holy  Fools  running  around  whether  or 
not  they  call  themselves  by  that 
name.  We’ve  had  no  organization  in 
the  past  to  connect  us  with  one 
another.” 

The  organization  is  now  possible, 
Mr.  Peckham  said,  because  of  his  link 
with  Cast  Off  Productions,  a  non¬ 
profit  group  in  Nashville  which 
coordinates  national  training  work¬ 
shops  in  clown  and  mime  ministry. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new 
organization  will  be  held  at  a  national 
workshop  July  10  in  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  he  said. 

The  Holy  Fools  began  “as  a  lark,” 
Mr.  Peckham  said,  10  years  ago  when 
he  and  teenagers  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  Sherman  and 
Elkhart,  Illinois,  visited  area 
hospitals  and  nursing  homes  dressed 
as  clowns. 

“The  dynamics  of  this  experience 
helped  me  see  the  potential  for 
ministry  and  demanded  that  I 
incorporate  it  in  my  theology  and 
lifestyle.  This  was  the  biggest 
surprise  of  my  life.”  Thus,  the  first 
chapter  of  The  Holy  Fools  was  born, 
"clowning  with  a  purpose.” 

National  publicity  for  this  unique 
approach  to  ministry  resulted  by  the 
late  1970s  in  the  formation  of  hundreds 
of  groups  in  48  states  and  several 
foreign  countries.  Clowning  and  mime 
are  now  well-established  forms  of 


ministry,  Mr.  Peckham  said,  and 
“there  is  a  need  for  a  more  organized 
support  system  for  those  involved.” 

He  emphasizes  that  one  doesn’t 
have  to  work  out  one’s  philosophy  or 
theology  before  becoming  a  Holy 
Fool.  “It’s  for  ordinary  persons  who 
can  get  basic  training  in  make-up, 
costuming,  guidelines,  and  find  new 
outlets  for  themselves  and  others  in 
clowning  or  mime.” 

Clowns  can  go  anywhere  and  be 
accepted  by  anyone,  he  said.  “They 
bridge  every  racial,  cultural,  and 
age  barrier.  Under  what  other 
circumstances  could  a  group  of 
teenagers  feel  free  to  visit  with  every 
patient  in  a  hospital  or  nursing  home 
and  be  accepted  by  them ?  ’ ’ 

He  continued,  “It  is  a  theology  of 
Christian  presence  which  The  Holy 
Fools  exemplify  —  a  chance  to  bring  a 
little  laughter,  a  few  smiles,  and  a 
genuine  sense  of  love  and  concern  for 
each  person  we  meet.” 

“We  give  a  happy  upbeat  witness  of 
the  church.  It  is  a  part  of  our  biblical 
faith  to  be  ‘fools  for  Christ.’  The  key 
word  is  therapeutic.  The  healing  power 
of  the  clown  with  his  humor,  fun,  and 
play  can  have  therapeutic  value  in  an 
intentional  healing  ministry.” 

Because  of  their  emphasis  on 
service,  Holy  Fools  spend  most  of 
their  time  in  nursing  homes, 
hospitals,  drug  rehabilitation  centers, 
and  in  the  homes  of  shut-ins.  They  do 
no  evangelistic  work  to  get  new 
church  members;  nor  do  they 
entertain  for  commercial  groups  or 
for  money. 

Membership  in  The  Holy  Fools  is 
open  to  all  . 

For  a  membership  application  and 
information  packet,  send  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling  to  the  Rev.  Bill 
Peckham,  c/o  The  Holy  Fools,  P.  O. 
Box  1828,  Springfield,  IL  62705. 


Homosexual  behavior  targeted 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Delegates  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  won’t  be  lacking  for 
suggestions  on  how  to  change  United 
Methodism’s  language  regarding 
homosexual  behavior  as  spelled  out  in 
the  “Book  of  Discipline.” 

More  than  half  of  the  denomination’s  73 
annual  conferences  made  sure  of  that  in 
their  sessions  this  summer. 

Most  favor  more  restrictions 

Most  conferences  with  adopted  legisla¬ 
tive  proposals  regarding  homosexuality 
—  usually  in  the  form  of  petitions  to 
General  Conference  —  favored  specific, 
unequivocal  language  to  make  the 
denomination’s  positions  clear  and,  for 
the  most  part,  more  restrictive. 

But  there  were  several  recommen¬ 
dations  that  current  negative  or  re¬ 
strictive  language  be  lifted  or  eased. 
And  several  conferences  suggested  that 
the  whole  matter  of  sexuality  continue  to 
be  studied,  ideally  at  the  local  congrega¬ 
tional  level  and,  as  one  conference  put  it, 
“in  the  spirit  of  Christian  love.” 

Two  phrases  cropped  up  repeatedly  in 
resolutions  adopted  this  summer  by 
annual  conferences. 

One  phrase  makes  clear  that  these 
United  Methodist  regional  units,  made 
up  equally  of  lay  and  clergy  members, 
are  directing  their  restrictions  toward 
“self-avowed,  practicing  (or  professing) 
homosexuals.” 

Another  phrase  used  often  would  make 
those  same  persons  —  self-avowed 
practicing  homosexuals  —  ineligible  for 
“candidacy  for  United  Methodist 
ministry,  ordination  into  the  United 
Methodist  ministry,  appointment  or 
reappointment  to  a  United  Methodist 
charge.” 

Precise  paragraphs  cited 

To  get  at  those  specific  legislative 
changes,  many  annual  conferences  cited 
precise  sections  in  the  Discipline. 

One  section  frequently  mentioned  is 
Para.  404.6,  referring  to  candidacy  for 
ordination.  Typically  this  legislative 
change  would  ask  General  Conference 
delegates  “to  prohibit  the  ordination  and 
appointment  of  self-avowed,  practicing 
homosexuals.” 

Another  section  often  cited  is  Para. 
423,  referring  to  a  minister’s  eligibility 
for  appointment.  Several  proposals  would 
specify  that  "self-avowed  practicing 
homosexuals”  would  not  be  eligible 
either  for  appointment  or  for  re-appoint- 
ment. 

Another  section,  mentioned  less 
frequently,  is  Para.  414.7c2,  referring  to 
a  candidate’s  qualifications  for 
probationary  membership  in  an  annual 
conference.  At  least  four  conferences 
would  proscribe  the  same  group  of 
persons  as  mentioned  above  from  being 
eligible  for  such  membership. 

A  new  phrase  appeared  in  several 
annual  conference  resolutions.  The 
phrase  advocates  “fidelity  in  marriage 
and  chastity  (or  celibacy)  in  singleness." 
The  phrase’s  origin  has  been  credited  to 
the  spring  1983  meeting  of  the  UMC’s 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Two  other  Discipline  sections  having  to 
do  with  homosexuality  were  cited  for 
possible  amendation. 

Para.  906.13  says,  at  present,  that  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  “shall  be  responsible  for 
ensuring  that  no  board,  agency, 
committee,  commission,  or  council  shall 
give  United  Methodist  funds  to  any  ‘gay’ 
caucus  or  group,  or  otherwise  use  such 
funds  to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.”  The  five-line  paragraph 
also  gives  the  GCFA  “the  right  to  stop 
such  expenditures.” 

The  Louisville  conference  wants  this 
section  expanded  to  permit  the  GCFA  “to 
take  action  against  the  agency  or 
individual  responsible  for  such 
expenditures.”  The  Central  Illinois 
conference  wants  the  current  language 
retained  but  says  that  “this  shall  in  no 
way  be  construed  to  inhibit  dialogue  or 
study  of  human  sexuality.” 

The  Discipline  section  on  homosexual¬ 


Many  annual  conferences  favor 
more  limits ,  especially  on  clergy 


ity  presumably  best  known  to  United 
Methodists  is  Para.  71F  on  “Human 
Sexuality”  from  the  Social  Principles. 
The  fifth  and  final  paragraph  of  that 
section  declares  that  “homosexual  per¬ 
sons  are  individuals  of  sacred  worth  .  . 
though  we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

At  least  three  annual  conferences  — 
Florida,  Detroit  and  Western  New  York 
—  favor  retaining  that  language.  Central 
Texas  conference  asked  its  congrega¬ 
tions  “to  study  the  Social  Principles 
during  the  coming  year,  especially 
sections  related  to  homosexuality  and 
war  and  peace.” 

Five  conferences  want  to  amend  the 
Social  Principles  statement  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  in  what  might  be  characterized 
as  ways  of  “liberalizing”  it. 

Nebraska  conference  wants  to 
encourage  ministry  to  all  persons 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation, 
“seeking  only  to  support  and  enable  the 
search  for  healing  grace  for  all  through  a 


relationship  with  God.”  Nebraska  also 

wants  the  Social  Principles  to  note  that 
“judgment  rests  with  God  alone,  and  we 
seek  God’s  help  in  dealing  with  this 
complex  issue.” 

Northern  Illinois  conference  wants 
General  Conference  to  delete  the  Social 
Principles  phrase  “.  .  .  though  we  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
...”  and  to  add  a  sentence  committing 
United  Methodists  to  be  in  ministry  to 
persons  of  all  orientations,  “seeking  only 
to  support  and  encourage  the  search  for 
healing  grace  through  our  relationship 
with  God.” 

‘Negative  language’  complaint 

Rocky  Mountain  conference  also  wants 
the  “negative  language”  removed  and 
wants  General  Conference  to  recognize 
that  "every  person,  regardless  of  sexual 
orientation,  has  the  right  and  obligation 
to  answer  the  call  of  God  into  the  ordained 
ministry  .  .  .  remembering  .  .  stan¬ 

dards  of  moral  and  ethical  behavior ...” 

Wisconsin  conference  would  change 


the  language  to  commit  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  ministry  with  persons  of  all  sexual 
orientation  without  preconceived 
attitudes  Oregon-Idaho  conference 
asked  General  Conference  to  revise  the 
Social  Principles  to  commit  the  church  to 
ministry  with  persons  of  all  sexual 
orientations,  “assuming  neither  an 
accepting  nor  condemning  attitude”  and 
encouraging  the  “search  for  healing 
grace.” 

Several  annual  conferences  mentioned 
“moral  standards”  in  relation  to 
sexuality,  particularly  as  they  apply  to 
ordained  ministers. 

Northwest  Texas  conference  wants  the 
Discipline  to  establish  moral  standards 
for  clergy  which  include  “the  affirmation 
and  practice  of  sexual  relationships  only 
within  the  covenant  of  heterosexual 
marriage.”  Peninsula  conference  fa¬ 
vored  comparable  language  and  would 
further  specify  that  other  such 
relationships  would  make  a  person 
ineligible  for  candidacy,  ordination, 
appointment  and  reappointment. 

Southern  Illinois  conference  would 
declare  homosexual  persons  ineligible 
not  only  for  the  ordained  ministry  but 
also  for  offices  of  lay  speaker,  diaconal 
minister,  and  local  pastor. 


‘Nestle  boycott’  support  wanes 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

After  garnering  the  official  endorse¬ 
ments  of  31  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  during  the  past  five  years,  the 
“Nestle  boycott”  lost  about  half  that  sup¬ 
port  during  the  last  seven  weeks. 

Only  12  of  the  73  U.S.  conferences  this 
spring  asked  their  members  to  boy¬ 
cott  Nestle  Corp.  products,  according 
to  a  survey  by  the  Reporter  which  relied 
in  part  on  information  printed  by 
Newscope,  the  weekly  newsletter  for 
United  Methodists. 

The  setback  for  the  boycott  was  an 
affirmation  for  the  denomination’s 
negotiations  with  Nestle  to  change 
certain  infant  formula  marketing 
practices,  claimed  the  chairman  of  the 
UMC’s  Infant  Formula  Task  Force. 

The  UMC’s  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  asked  all  United  Methodists  to 
“suspend”  the  boycott  because  of 
Nestle’s  improvements. 

Six  ot  the  31  former  “boycotting”  con¬ 
ferences  took  no  action.  Only  two  of 
those  —  Southern  New  England  and 
Southern  New  Jersey  —  are  likely  to  ad¬ 
vocate  that  their  members  continue  the 
boycott,  conference  leaders  said.  Leaders 
in  the  other  four  —  South  Indiana,  Wyo¬ 
ming,  Puerto  Rico  and  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  —  said  they  either  .don’t  expect  to 
promote  the  boycott  during  the  next  year 
or  that  actions  taken  by  the  conferences 
this  spring  were  too  confusing  to  predict 
what  will  happen. 

Thirteen  conferences  voted  to  suspend 
their  participation. 

“I’m  sorry  they  are  pulling  out,"  said 
Peggy  Halsey  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  staff.  She 
said  the  boycott  has  accomplished  a  lot 
and  needs  full  support  to  gain  final 
concessions  from  Nestle.  “Now  is  not  the 
time  to  be  pulling  back .  ’  ’ 

She  said  the  tact  that  12  conferences 
followed  Global  Ministries’  decision  this 
spring  to  continue  boycotting  shows  that 
“we  in  Global  Ministries  aren’t  the  only 
United  Methodists  who  think  the  boycott 
still  can  help.”  The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  also  still  supports  the 
boycott. 

Nestle  officials  had  complained  about 
the  pro-boycott  stances  of  the  two  boards 
and  many  conferences  after  Nestle  es¬ 
sentially  has  done  what  it  was  asked  by 
the  denomination’s  task  force. 

But  a  Nestle  official  said  last  week  that 
the  actions  at  this  spring’s  annual 
conference  sessions  have  “restored  my 
faith  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
reflects  the  good  faith  of  people  on  the 
grassroots  level.” 


Companies  take  step  toward  code 


ARLINGTON,  Va.  (UMNS)  -  A 
proposal  by  a  major  U.S.  infant  formula 
manufacturer  to  comply  with  an 
international  code  for  marketing  such 
products  in  the  least  developed  countries 
was  welcomed  June  18  here  by  a  United 
Methodist  panel  as  a  “statesmanlike” 
step  toward  settling  the  infant  formula 
controversy. 

Meeting  with  the  denomination’s 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force,  officials  of 
Bristol-Myers  Co.  brought  forward  a 
four-point  proposition  covering  mar¬ 
keting  procedures  in  both  the  Third 
World  and  countries  such  as  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  The  firm  produces 
infant  formula  through  its  Mead  Johnson 
&  Co.  division. 

In  addition  to  proposing  to  comply  with 
the  World  Health  Organization  code  in 
developing  lands,  officials  of  the  firm 
said  they  would  consult  with  the  United 
Methodist  panel  in  “attempting  to 
formulate  an  adaptation  of  the  WHO 
code”  for  the  developed  world.  It  also 
offered  to  work  with  the  task  force  in 
expanding  the  auditing  of  company 
marketing  practices,  and  in 
consideration  of  pilot  projects  designed 
to  advance  the  cause  of  infant  health. 

The  task  force  was  asked  to  support  the 
company’s  position  as  a  "gesture  in  the 
interest  of  infant  health.” 

Responding,  the  panel  said  the  Bristol- 
Myers  proposals  “are  especially 
welcome  as  the  first  American  producer 
of  infant  formula  to  comply  with  the 


WHO  code  as  the  standard  for  marketing 
in  the  Third  World.” 

Task  force  encouraged 

The  statement  also  expressed 
“encouragement”  at  the  “spirit  of 
cooperation  exhibited  in  the  promise  .  .  . 
to  move  jointly”  in  the  examination  of 
marketing  policies  and  practices  in 
developed  countries,  and  “the  positive 
movement  toward  industry  sponsorship 
of  beneficial  pilot  projects.” 

The  two  other  major  U.S.  producers  of 
formula  are  urged  to  “join  in  the  effort  to 
forge  industry  standards  that  will  clearly 
indicate  the  intentions  of  these 
companies  to  adopt  codes  of  marketing 
practices  that  most  effectively  promote 
breast-feeding  and  reduce  risks  for  users 
of  infant  formula.” 

Representatives  of  these  other  two 
companies  also  met  with  the  United 
Methodist  panel  here,  but  the  Bristol- 
Myers  proposal  was  not  presented  to 
them  during  the  discussion  and  their 
reaction  was  not  available  immediately. 
These  two  firms  are  the  Ross  division  of 
Abbott  Laboratories,  and  Wyeth 
Laboratories,  a  unit  of  American  Home 
Products. 

Other  firms  respond 

Ross  officials  said  the  firm  is  studying 
what  leads  children  into  malnutrition, 
particularly  among  minority  and  low 
income  groups  in  the  United  States.  The 
firm  also  has  developed  new  materials 


designed  to  encourage  breast-feeding, 
and  reported  it  is  continuing  to  search  for 
new  ways  to  disseminate  information  to 
both  readers  and  non-readers,  including 
production  of  materials  in  braille. 

Wyeth  representatives  told  the  task 
force  the  company  believes  it  is  “pretty 
close  in  compliance”  with  the  WHO  code, 
except  for  commissions  for  sales 
personnel  outside  the  United  States  and 
distribution  of  gift  packs  for  new  mothers 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  It  hal¬ 
ted  recently  the  support  of  mothercraft 
nurses  in  Third  World  countries. 

Along  with  its  actions  pertaining  to  the 
Nestle  company  and  an  international 
boycott  of  that  firm’s  products,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  task  force  has  been 
negotiating  with  the  three  U.S.  firms 
during  the  past  two  years. 

In  late  January,  it  set  a  target  date  of 
mid-November  for  the  three  companies 
to  commit  themselves  to  complying  with 
the  WHO  code  in  labeling,  stopping  the 
supplying  of  gift  packs  to  new  mothers 
leaving  the  hospital,  the  supplying  of  free 
formula  to  physicians’  families,  and  the 
payment  of  bonuses  based  on  sale  of 
formula.  Discussions  with  all  three  U.S. 
firms  will  continue,  according  to  the  Rev. 
J.  Philip  Wogaman  who  chairs  the  task 
force. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  task  force 
recommended  the  denomination  not  take 
part  in  the  Nestle  boycott,  and  this 
position  subsequently  was  adopted  both 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  to 


The  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman,  chairman 
of  the  UMC’s  task  force,  said  the  turning 
away  from  the  boycott  by  so  many 
conferences  shows  corporations  that  an 
official  negotiating  team  "can  deliver.” 
This  already  has  reaped  benefits 
Spokesmen  for  Bristol-Myers  (see 


related  story  below)  had  said  they 
were  very  concerned  whether  the  church 
as  a  whole  would  recognize  them  for 
making  changes  being  pushed  by  the 
task  force,  Dr.  Wogaman  said.  The 
conferences’  actions  show  the  church 
will  reward  changes,  he  said. 


UM  annual  conferences'  1983  actions 


Suspended 

boycott 

Baltimore 
Central  III. 
Detroit 
E.  Pa. 

Iowa 

Kansas  East 
Minnesota 
New  Hampshire 
N.  Georgia 
N. Texas 
Oregon-Idaho 
Peninsula 
W.  Michigan 


Continued 

boycott 

Calif. -Nevada 
Central  N.Y. 
Maine 
New  York 
Nebraska 
N.  Illinois 
N.  New  Jersey 
Pacific  NW 
Rocky  Mountain 
W.  Pa. 
Wisconsin 
Yellowstone 


Stance  of  all 
conferences 


Not  boycotting 

Uncertain 

Boycotting 


‘Units  of  care’  ministry 
suggested  as  prototype 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WACO,  Tex.  —  A  workable  ministry 
here  “beyond  the  church  doors”  to  reach 
out  to  the  needy  was  recommended  as  a 
prototype  for  other  area  churches  by 
members  of  the  Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference  recently. 

The  prototype  is  Austin  Avenue’s 
emergency  aid  ministry  started  last 
January.  Members  do  not  give  out  food 
or  cast-off  clothing,  however,  from  a 
well-stocked  pantry.  They  give  $50  “units 
of  care”  from  a  symbolic  pantry  to  help 
persons  pay  rent,  utility  bills,  tuition  for 
displaced  homemakers  or  bus  fare  for 
abused  wives  and  children  to  start  a  new 
life. 

The  “units  of  care”  are  given  to 
anonymous  clients  recommended  by 
three  agencies:  the  Waco  Family  Abuse 
Center,  Caritas  —  an  interfaith  service 
agency  —  and  the  Waco  Displaced 
Homemakers.  Nearly  80  families  have 
received  help  so  far. 

“For  each  gift,  the  agency  provides  the 
church  with  a  very  brief  report  of  the 
circumstances,  need  and  matching 


services  given  the  individual  or  family,” 
explained  the  Rev.  Gary  Turner, 
associate  pastor  and  coordinator  of  the 
care  program  at  Austin  Avenue. 

With  each  gift  the  church  sends  a  letter 
to  the  recipient  inviting  them  to  visit  the 
church  and  explaining  that  the  members 
are  giving  the  gift  in  order  to  “follow  a 
Man  who  went  about  doing  good,”  Mr. 
Turner  said. 

Besides  the  reports  from  the  agencies, 
individuals  have  written  to  the  church 
members,  thanking  them  for  their  help. 
Such  affirmation  has  spurred  new 
interest  in  community  ministries  among 
the  members  who  recently  sponsored  a 
panel  discussion  with  representatives 
from  social  service  agencies  in  the  city. 

The  Rev.  H.  F.  Meier,  senior  minister 
at  Austin  Avenue  UMC,  said  “the 
ministry  has  given  our  church  a  new  and 
vibrant  dimension  and  demonstrates  a 
feasible  way  in  which  a  compassionate 
congregation  can,  through  established, 
reputable  agencies,  reach  out  directly  to 
persons  in  need. 


which  the  task  force  is  related,  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Two  UM  general  boards,  Church  and 
Society  and  Global  Ministries,  voted  in 
the  spring  to  continue  their  support  of  the 
boycott  for  now.  About  30  annual 
conferences  also  had  been  backing  the 
action  and  as  of  mid-June,  reports  from 
about  half  of  these  bodies  indicated  that 
at  least  a  dozen  of  them  were  suspending 
their  support,  while  four  had  reaffirmed 
it  (see  related  story  on  this  page) . 

Church  groups  said  ‘important’ 

Meeting  with  the  task  force  here, 
Edmund  S.  Muskie,  the  former  U.S. 
Senator  from  Maine  who  heads  the 
Nestle  Infant  Formula  Audit 
Commission,  said  that  church  groups 
have  been  the  most  important  part  of  the 
boycott  action  and  it  now  is  the 
responsibility  of  each  group  "to  measure 
Nestle’s  performance  against  the 
standard”  of  the  WHO  code. 

Mr.  Muskie  said  Nestle  is  using  the 
complaints  against  its  practices  “as  a 
way  to  identify  soft  spots  in  its  program, 
so  they  are  serving  a  useful  purpose.”  He 
said  that  to  date  only  about  100  formai 
complaints  have  been  filed  with  the  audit 
commission. 

Promoters  of  the  boycott  claim  to  have 
found  “millions”  of  violations  of  the 
WHO  code,  but  these  claims  are 
discounted  both  by  the  Nestle 
commission  and  the  United  Methodist 
task  force. 


Your  Love  is  All  They  Have  Left 

War  casualties  are  frequently  counted  in  terms  of  the  number  of  soldiers  who  lost 
their  lives  on  the  battlefield.  But  children  are  piteous  victims,  too  —  losing  their  par¬ 
ents,  their  homes,  their  sense  of  security  and  their  chance  for  a  normal  life. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMC0R)  is  responding  to  the  needs  of 
children  in  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Honduras,  Nicaragua  and  other  Latin  American 
countries.  UMC0R  programs  include  treating  diseases,  providing  pure  water  and 
planting  home  vegetable  gardens  for  better  nutrition. 

Your  contribution  provides  a  cup  of  pure  water— and  more. 
Please  give  to  help  children  in  Latin  America. 
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|  Clip  this  coupon  and 
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I  General  Board  ot 
Global  Ministries 

IUMCOR  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
fl  New  York.  NY  10115 


Today's  check  improves  tomorrow’s  future. 
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^vM/iy  Bicentennial  minute 


By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

July  1,  1973  was  the  date  mandated  by  the  1972  Atlanta 
General  Conference  for  the  dissolution  of  any  annual 
conferences  yet  segregated  since  the  formation  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Four  black  and  seven  white  conferences 
were  affected  by  the  General  Conference  edict. 

This  action  and  this  date  indelibly  imprinted  on  United 
Methodism  a  commitment  to  end  racial  segregation  within  the 
church’s  body.  Since  that  occasion,  the  interests  of  other 
minority  groups  within  the  church  have  given  rise  to  the 
missional  emphasis  “on  Strengthening  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Churches _ 


Leadership  grants 
for  minorities  need 
financial  ‘shot  in  arm’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JULY  1,  1983 


F atal  illness  strikes  UM  layman 

Church’s  ministry  emphasizes  ‘sacred  worth’ of  homosexuals 


Deadly  new  disease 
6 no .  1  priority 5 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

On  May  24,  the  U.S.  government’s 
top  health  official  said  that  AIDS,  a 
deadly  new  disease  which  destroys  a 
victim’s  in-born  ability  to  fight  illness 
and  infection,  has  become  the  Public 
Health  Service’s  "No.  1  priority.’’ 

Dr.  Edward  N.  Brandt  Jr.  also  told 
a  Washington  news  conference  that 
the  public  should  not  be  either 
“unduly  frightened  or  overly 
complacent’’  about  Acquired  Immune 
Deficiency  Syndrome.  He  did, 
however,  express  “a  great  sense  of 
urgency”  about  the  disease. 

“There  is  no  evidence  to  date  that 
indicates  AIDS  is  spread  by  casual 
contact,”  said  Dr.  Brandt,  assistant 
secretary  for  health  in  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services. 

The  cause  of  AIDS  has  not  been 
determined,  and  it  has  no  known  cure. 
Of  its  1,450  reported  victims,  558  have 
died  since  the  disease  was  first 
reported  in  June  1981 . 

It  continues  to  strike  largely  in  four 
high-risk  groups.  Seven  of  every  ten  of 
its  victims  have  been  homosexual  or 
bisexual  males  with  multiple  sexual 
partners.  Most  others  have  been 
intravenous  drug  abusers,  recent 
Haitian  immigrants  (many  of  whom 
have  acknowledged  homosexual 
activities),  or  persons  with  the  blood 
disease,  hemophilia. 

"We  have  seen  no  evidence  that  it  is 
breaking  out  from  the  originally 
defined  high-risk  groups,”  Dr.  Brandt 
said.  “I  personally  do  not  think  there 
is  any  reason  for  panic  among  the 
general  population.” 

He  did  say,  however,  that  the 


government  is  engaged  in  "nonstop 
pursuit  to  identify  the  cause  of  AIDS 
so  that  effective  treatment  and 
prevention  measures  can  be 
developed  and  put  in  place.” 

He  said  $14.5  million  in  federal 
funds  will  be  spent  against  the  illness 
in  fiscal  1983,  almost  the  amount  spent 
in  eight  years  on  "Legionnaires’ 
disease”  and  nearly  three  times  last 
year’s  AIDS  expenditures. 

National  media  have  given  the  new 
illness  high  visibility  in  recent 
months.  For  instance,  Newsweek 
magazine,  in  its  April  18  cover  story 
made  these  points  about  AIDS : 

•  Of  the  1,300  cases  reported  as  of 
early  April,  the  overall  mortality  rate 
was  38  percent.  No  one  who  has 
survived  AIDS  so  far  has  regained  a 
complete  immune  system. 

•  Researchers  don’t  know  what 
causes  AIDS;  thus  they  don’t  know 
how  victims  contract  it. 

•  AIDS  could  have  a  months-long 
incubation  period  during  which  one 
person,  seemingly  healthy,  could 
infect  dozens  or  hundreds  of  others  — 
most  probably,  researchers  think, 
through  sexual  contact. 

•  Researchers  don’t  know  whether 
the  epidemic  is  about  to  level  off  or  to 
race  through  the  population.  As  of 
early  April,  the  government’s  Center 
for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta  was 
reporting  three  to  five  new  cases 
daily,  with  no  signs  of  a  slowdown. 

•  More  than  half  the  reported  cases 
are  in  New  York.  Other  high-incident 
states  are,  in  order,  California, 
Florida,  New  Jersey,  Texas, 
Pennsylvania  and  Illinois. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  One  hundred 
and  sixty  ethnic  minority  young  people 
hoping  to  go  to  college  this  fall  appear 
doomed  to  disappointment  unless  the 
church-sponsored  Leadership  Devel¬ 
opment  Grants  program  gets  a  last- 
minute  shot  in  the  arm. 

With  federal  education  grants  severely 
cut  and  unemployment  taking  its  toll,  the 
National  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  received  100  new  applications  for 
education  grants  —  even  more  than  last 
year.  In  addition,  60  recipients  of  grants 
last  year  hope  for  a  continuation. 

The  Leadership  Development  Grants 
program  helps  talented  but  financially 
needy  ethnic  minority  students  who  have 
been  accepted  by  an  approved  or 
accredited  college.  They  must  have  a 
strong  history  of  United  Methodist 
participation  and  a  recommendation 
from  their  pastor.  Although  church- 
related  vocations  are  encouraged, 
students  in  liberal  arts  and  the  sciences 
have  received  help. 

The  goal  of  the  program  is  to  broaden 


Staff  Writer 
AUSTIN,  Tex.  —  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  here  will  teach  toymaking  to 
adults  this  fall  in  an  effort  to  thwart  child 
neglect  and  possible  abuse 
Yolanda  Munguia  of  Emmanuel  UMC 
here  told  the  Reporter  that  the  new 
program  is  part  of  the  church’s  emphasis 
on  support  for  families  in  the 
community.  The  church  already  houses  a 
day  care  center  and  offers  a  tutorial 
program  for  children  and  youth.  This 
summer  the  church  is  providing 
recreation,  crafts  and  snacks  for 
children  on  vacation  from  school. 

Parents  of  those  children  are  the  target 
of  the  new  project,  Ms.  Munguia  as 
coordinator,  said.  The  project  will  begin 
with  an  invitation  to  parents  to  learn  how 
to  make  toys  for  their  children  Trained 
volunteers  will  instruct  parents  on  what 
toys  are  best  for  what  age  level  and  on 
the  educational  value  of  the  toys  made 
Once  the  volunteers  gain  the  parents’ 
confidence,  the  program  will  expand  to 
include  a  weekly  "rap  session"  about 
family  problems,  she  said.  The  church 
will  stock  a  resource  library  and  provide 
referral  services  to  families  needing 
emergency  counseling  or  assistance 
from  social  service  centers,  she  added. 

"Some  volunteers  at  the  day  care 
program  noticed  that  some  of  the 
children  were  coming  to  classes  looking 
unkempt  or  hungry/’  she  said.  "We 
suspected  neglect  and  wanted  to  find  a 
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OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  ot 
the  Bible 

LOOK  IT  OVER)  Introductory  Kit  SIS 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


the  leadership  ranks  of  local  churches. 

Last  year  when  the  program  failed  to 
reach  its  $75,000  goal,  the  National 
Division  had  to  dip  into  its  undesignated 
funds  for  the  missing  $25,000,  according 
to  Betty  Henderson,  staff  member  who 
directs  the  program.  In  the  end  100 
students  got  an  average  of  $750.  Fifty 
students  got  nothing. 

This  year  by  the  end  of  May  cash  in 
hand  totaled  $10,656,  in  contrast  to  $40,588 
this  time  last  year.  This  will  be  bad  news 
to  the  Leadership  Development  Grants 
Committee,  which  meets  July  6  to  parcel 
out  the  money. 

"By  the  end  of  1982  receipts  for  the 
Leadership  Development  Grants  were  so 
much  less  than  the  previous  year  that  I 
knew  we  would  have  a  problem,”  said 
Ms.  Henderson.  It  is  one  of  three 
National  Division  priorities  but  it  is  not 
being  supported,  she  said. 

The  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission  alone 
has  "several  dozen"  Native  American 
applicants,  Ms.  Henderson  reported.  But 
like  all  the  racial  groups  they  will  have  to 
be  limited  to  a  few  new  applicants. 


way  to  address  that  possibility. 

"About  65  percent  ol  the  children  we 
serve  are  from  single-parent  homes,” 
she  added.  “The  neighborhood  is  low- 
income  with  working  parents  who  can’t 
afford  private  child  care.  We  could  not 
reach  people  by  saying  ‘we’re  going  to 
teach  you  how  to  be  better  parents.’  They 
have  to  become  interested  in  a  specific 
project  and  learn  what’s  needed  or 
missing  from  their  lives  along  the  way,” 
Ms.  Munguia  said. 

The  project  at  Emmanuel  UMC  is  the 
first  to  receive  funding  through  the  newly- 
established  "mini-grant"  program  of  the 
Texas  Conference  of  Churches.  These 
one-year  grants  are  intended  to  support 
church-related  projects  combatting  child 
abuse  and  neglect,  said  Blanca  Seeds  of 
the  Children  and  Youth  Services  Pro¬ 
gram  for  the  conference  of  churches. 

She  said  11  church  groups  have  applied 
for  the  grants,  which  may  range  from 
$250  to  $1,500.  Emmanuel  UMC  received 
$300  to  train  eight  volunteers  and  $1,200 
for  materials  and  audio-visual  resources. 

‘National  dream’ 
session  planned 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Recap¬ 
turing  a  dream  that  challenged  the 
nation  20  years  ago  will  be  the  goal  of 
Americans  expected  to  number  into  the 
tens  of  thousands  Aug.  27  at  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  here. 

It  was  in  1963  that  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  made  his  historic  "I  have  a 
dream"  speech.  Now,  a  broad  coalition 
of  individuals  and  organizations,  includ¬ 
ing  a  number  of  Methodists,  are  calling 
for  a  commitment  to  a  national  agenda 
built  around  jobs,  peace  and  freedom. 

Haviland  Houston,  general  secretary 
of  the  UMC  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  all  United  Methodists 
are  urged  to  join  in  the  effort  and  "study 
and  discuss  prayerfully  with  one  another 
the  issues  surrounding  jobs,  peace  and 
freedom,  and  the  ways  all  of  these  issues 
relate  to  each  other. '  ’ 

The  board  has  endorsed  the  effort  as  a 
way  to  press  for  basic  legislation  to  turn 
this  nation  around  in  these  areas. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Where  were  you  on  May  24? 

That  was  the  day  the  U.S.  Health 
Service  declared  war  on  the  deadly  new 
illness,  AIDS  (see  accompanying  box) . 

I  was  with  an  AIDS  victim  in  room  210, 
13th  floor,  north  wing,  of  the  huge  main 
hospital,  National  Institute  of  Health,  in 
Bethesda,  Md.,  30  minutes  north  of 
Washington. 

The  occupant  was  Charles  Bergner.  He 
is  33  years  old,  an  active  United  Method¬ 
ist  who  "came  out”  as  a  practicing 
homosexual  15  or  so  years  ago. 

He  also  has  inoperable  cancer  of  the 
colon  and  upper  intestine.  To  put  it 
mildly,  his  prognosis  is  not  good.  But 
chemotherapy  seems  to  be  reducing  both 
his  swollen  lymph  glands  and  his 
intestinal  cancer. 

Among  the  few  things  researchers 
know  about  the  new  mystery  disease. 
Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome 
(AIDS),  is  that  it  seems  to  attack 
primarily  homosexual  men. 

In  our  Social  Principles  we  United 
Methodists  have  spoken  plainly  how  we 
feel  about  homosexuality. 

"Homosexual  persons,”  we  have 
declared,  "no  less  than  heterosexual 
persons  are  individuals  of  sacred  worth, 
who  need  the  ministry  and  guidance  of 
the  Church ...” 

We  have  also  said,  though,  that  "we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  consider  this  practice 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

How,  then,  do  we  assure  the  “ministry 
and  guidance  of  the  church”  to  persons 
who,  by  virtue  of  their  being  AIDS 
victims,  rather  clearly  have  committed 
behavior  "incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching?” 

One  person  close  to  Charles  Bergner, 
the  AIDS  victim  I  am  interviewing,  is  his 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels  of 
Washington  Square  UMC  in  New  York, 
himself  a  self-avowed  homosexual. 

“Nothing  comes  as  near  terrorizing  the 
gay  community  of  New  York  as  this  new 
mystery  disease,”  Mr.  Abels  has  told  us. 
"These  gay  men  are  feeling  as  if  a  great 
plague  or  something  like  the  30-year  war 
is  being  visited  upon  them.  It  is  a 
terrifying  thing  because  no  one  knows 
how  it  is  transmitted  or  how  it  can  be 
cured. 

"It  has  increased  the  personal  sense  of 
guilt  for  many  of  these  men.  Many  are 
internalizing  what  is  happening  and  are 
saying  to  me,  ‘My  God,  Paul,  is  it  true? 
Has  it  been  true  all  along  that  God  is 
striking  us  down  because  we  have 
sinned?’  It  is  a  dread  thing  to  them.” 

But  his  generalizations  stop  when  Mr. 
Abels  talks  about  Charles  Bergner. 

"The  circumstances  of  his  illness  are 
tragic  for  all  of  us  as  his  friends,"  the 
pastor  says.  "But  Charles  has  clearly 
sorted  out  any  feelings  of  guilt  that  he 
might  have  had  about  his  sexuality  or  his 
illness.  When  he  and  I  talked  about  the 
state  of  his  soul  and  how  he  felt  about  this 
latest  turn  in  his  life,  he  emphatically 
saw  this  as  an  opportunity  for  him  to 
witness  to  the  wholeness  he  has  found  in 
the  church  and  in  the  Christian  faith.  He 
wants  to  share  his  body  and  his  story  for 
whatever  benefit  they  may  be  to  others.  ” 

Charles  had  gladly  accepted  the 
opportunity  to  become  a  research  patient 
for  the  government-funded  National 
Institute  of  Health. 

"A  lot  of  researchers  all  over  the 
country  want  a  piece  of  me,"  he  says 
with  good  humor,  referring  to  the 
numerous  blood  samples  and  tissue 
biopsies  to  which  he  has  been  subjected. 

The  usual  air  of  urgency  in  a  hospital 
room  is  infused  in  Charles’  case  by 
the  unavoidable  sense  of  uncertainty 
about  the  illness  itself.  The  doctors  know 
—  and  they  know  that  Chares  knows  — 
that  each  procedure  they  try  can  have 
unexpected  results,  possibly  helpful, 
potentially  disastrous.  That’s  how 
unknown  AIDS  is. 

As  best  we  can  tell,  as  we  see  Charles 
lying  in  his  bed,  he  is  of  moderate  build. 
A  thick  crop  of  short  black  hair  and  a 
trimmed,  medium-thick  mustache  are 
obvious,  but  the  puffy,  splotchy  face 
indicates  trouble.  His  smile  comes  easily 
and  his  laugh  is  hearty.  But  he  can  speak 
for  only  a  few  minutes  before  a  deep, 
urgent  cough  erupts  into  a  near-spasm. 
He  buries  his  head  into  his  covers  to 
protect  others  from  the  cough,  and  he 
apologizes  for  it  when  breath  and  voice 
return. 

Of  his  own  serious  illness,  Charles 
Bergner  says  his  main  concern  is  that 
others  who  might  be  touched  by  AIDS 

Relief  arm 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  recently  made  a  second  batch 
of  grants  totaling  $260,476  to  help 
Americans  experiencing  hunger  or 
malnutrition.  The  59  projects  ranged 
from  food  pantries  and  feeding  programs 
to  cooperatives  and  advocacy  projects 

Last  year  UMCOR  made  domestic 
hunger  grants  totaling  $200,000. 

One  of  this  year’s  recipients  is  the 
House  of  the  Carpenter  in  Wheeling, 
W.Va.  It  started  as  a  food  pantry  for  coal 
miners'  families  during  a  miners  strike. 
Eventually  it  became  one  of  the  first 
cooperatives  funded  by  United  Method¬ 
ists.  With  part  of  the  current  $10,000 
appropriation,  it  has  purchased 
refrigeration  and  other  equipment  to 
serve  a  larger  clientele.  Other  facets  of 
its  program  include  housing  repairs,  a 
women’s  shelter  and  advocacy  work. 

A  $20,000  grant  will  enable  Food 
Research  and  Action,  working  to  provide 
legal  and  research  assistance  to  end 


"get  proper  treatment  and  start  early. 
People  need  to  be  alerted  that  this  illness 
is  going  on  and  that  some  of  us  in  the 
homosexual  community  have  it.” 

As  we  talked,  Charles  reflected  upon 
his  life  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
He  speaks  fondly  about  growing  up  in  the 
Texas  panhandle  town  of  Stinnett  "where 
the  parsonage  was  almost  my  second 
home.” 

Based  on  your  life  in  the  church  — 
Sunday  school,  choir,  youth  group, 
district  rallies,  annual  conferences, 
camps,  etc.  —  did  you  consider  entering 
the  ministry?  I  asked. 

"Yes,"  Charles  says..  "I  knew  I  was 
more  inclined  in  that  direction  than  into 
farming  and  ranching,  which  was  my 
father’s  occupation.”  Charles  says  his 

“ Has  it  been  true 
.  .  .  that  God  is 
striking  us  down 
because  we  have 
sinned?” 

father,  who  died  several  years  ago,  never 
knew  of  his  homosexual  lifestyle,  though 
the  "coming  out”  of  Charles’  older 
brother,  James,  set  off  a  bitter  scene 
between  his  mother,  who  was  more 
accepting,  and  his  father. 

The  Bergner  family  has  moved  from 
Stinnett,  though  an  older  brother  and  a 
sister  live  nearby.  But  they  are 
remembered  there. 

The  pastor  at  First  UMC  in  Stinnett, 
where  the  five  Bergner  children  grew  up, 
is  the  Rev.  John  A.  Decker. 

Mr.  Decker  said  some  members  in  the 
Stinnett  church  acknowledge  that  there 
is  a  serious  question  about  how  to 
minister  to  homosexual  persons  without 
violating  Christian  teaching. 

This  comparatively  “liberal”  group  in 
the  church  recently  completed  the 
Trinity  Bible  Study  series,  he  said.  And 
when  the  group  was  studying  Acts 
through  Galatians,  including  the  apostle 
Paul’s  writing  about  sexual  behavior  and 
practices,  someone  mentioned  Charles 
Bergner  and  his  relatives  living  near 
Stinnett.  "They  talked,"  Mr.  Decker 
said,  "about  how  we  as  Christians  must 
show  love  and  affection  toward  all 
persons,  whatever  their  sexual 
orientation." 


hunger  in  the  United  States.  Often  quoted 
in  the  public  media,  the  agency  is  a 
reliable  source  of  data  for  church  groups 
and  others  advocating  for  poor  people. 

"We  continue  to  be  profoundly 
disturbed  by  the  lack  of  response  to  the 
World  Hunger  Special  Program,”  the 
Rev  J.  Harry  Haines,  head  of  UMCOR, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service.  His 
agency  was  given  responsibility  for 
administering  the  special  program  by 
the  1980  General  Conference. 
Unfortunately,  he  said,  projects  listed  in 
the  Advance  Specials  book  under  the 
Hunger  Special  Program  category  have 
gotten  a  "poor  response”  from  the 
churches.  Thus  UMCOR  has  been  forced 
to  use  other  funds  to  cover  domestic 
hunger  needs. 

Giving  to  the  World  Hunger  Special 
Program  increased  from  $395,955  in  1981 
to  $688,244  in  1982.  But  it  was  far  short  of 
the  $4  million  annual  goal  set  at  the 
beginning  of  the  quadrennium. 

In  the  previous  quadrennium  when 


Mr.  Decker  said  he  has  struggled  with 
the  question  of  ministering  to 

homosexuals  through  much  of  his 
ministry.  His  only  firm  stance,  he  said,  is 
to  condemn  promiscuity  whether  it  is 
practiced  by  heterosexuals  or 

homosexuals. 

Another  view  of  how  United  Methodists 
fulfill  the  Social  Principles  statement 
which  affirms  ministry  to  homosexuals 
as  persons  while  deploring  the  practice 
was  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Steve  Rogers 
of  the  Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference  staff,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Decker, 
at  Stinnett. 

"I  want  to  protect  the  civil  rights  and 
other  rights  of  homosexual  persons,"  Mr. 
Rogers  said.  "But  there  are  standards  of 
behavior  which  ought  to  be  expected  of 
United  Methodists  and  of  Christians  in 
general.  These  are  well  outlined  in  our 
Social  Principles  and  in  scripture,  and 
they  do  not  include  the  practice  of 
homosexual  behavior. 

"Homosexual  behavior  is  outside  the 
bounds  of  what  is  acceptable  for 
Christians  in  the  same  sense  that 
gambling  or  the  misuse  of  drugs  or 
murder  or  other  kinds  of  behavior  are 
outside  the  bounds.  I  think  that  this  point 
is  oftentimes  lost.  I  am  not  singling  out 
homosexual  behavior  as  a  sin  above  the 
others,  but  I'm  placing  it  in  the  same 
category  as  other  behavior  which  is 
almost  universally  recognized  as 
unacceptable  for  Christians. 

"In  my  opinion  a  person’s  homosexual 
orientation  is  not  so  much  the  issue  as  the 
practice.  A  person  may  be  oriented  to 
any  number  of  unacceptable  or  sinful 
practices,  and  the  orientation  is  not  what 
is  bad.  It’s  the  practice  —  going  on  with 
the  behavior  —  that  is  bad." 

Charles  Bergner  grew  up  in  a  church 
knowing  that  many  members,  including 
his  father,  felt  as  Mr.  Rogers  does. 
Through  "straight”  behavior  he  retained 
a  strong  support  system  in  his  family, 
church  and  school  friends.  ' 

But  his  father’s  death  following  a  long 
illness,  his  own  high  school  graduation, 
his  "coming  out”  and  his  enrolling  as  a 
freshman  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  happened  at  about  the  same 
time.  Charles  says  that  this  separation 
from  the  support  community  he  had 
known  threw  him  into  a  deep  depression. 
He  attempted  suicide  by  drug  overdose 
twice  during  his  freshman  year, 

In  place  of  church,  he  busied  himself  in 
study  as  a  theater  and  playwriting 
major,  graduating  eventually  from  the 


World  Hunger  was  one  of  two  missional 
priorities,  givers  were  asked  not  to 
designate  their  money.  However,  in  1980 
the  system  was  changed  and  United 
Methodists  were  told  to  designate. 

Apparently  many  people,  becoming 
frustrated,  simply  sent  their  money  to 
UMCOR  World  Hunger  Response, 
relying  on  UMCOR  to  use  the  money 
where  needed.  As  of  June  1,  this  fund  was 
down  too,  having  dropped  from  $1,058,861 
in  1982  to  $820,499  in  1983. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  in 
May,  issued  a  call  to  the  churches  on 
domestic  hunger  and  the  economic 
crisis.  This  document  pointed  to  the 
distress  being  felt  by  "millions  of 
households”  as  a  result  of  the  "highest 
level  of  unemployment  since  the  Great 
Depression  accompanied  by  hunger,  long 
food  lines,  increasing  farm  and  home 
foreclosures,  and  the  greatest  number  of 
bankruptcies  in  recent  years.” 


University  of  Texas.  Professors,  fellow 
students,  and  friends  in  the  "gay”; 
community  became  his  primary  support 
group  in  place  of  church  members. 

The  church  didn’t  re-enter  his  life  until 
1977,  by  which  time  he  had  moved  to  New 
York  where  he  entered  the  "gay” 
community  and  the  arts  culture.  He  read 
a  New  York  Times  story  about  a 
conference  on  homosexuality  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church  at  Washington 
Square  UMC  and  was  shocked  that  he 
had  lived  for  some  time  only  two  blocks 
from  that  church  without  knowing  it 
existed. 

Mr.  Abels  remembers  how  quickly 
Charles  was  absorbed  into  the 
membership  and  leadership  of  the; 
Washington  Square  congregation. 

"As  a  lifelong  Methodist  he  had  felt 
disenfranchised  and  unwelcomed  by  the 
church’s  official  position  on  homo¬ 
sexuality.  His  bubble  was  about  to 
burst  to  become  again  a  part  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  fellowship  in  a 
congregation  which  would  not  judge  him 
but  would  accept  him  as  a  whole 
person.”  Mr.  Abels  estimates  that  50 
percent  of  his  congregation  is  made  up  of 
homosexual  men  and  women. 

During  the  past  five  years,  Charles  has 
held  virtually  every  elected  position  in 
Washington  Square  UMC.  He  has  taken  a 
leave  of  absence  because  of  illness  from 
his  job  as  church  treasurer  but  remains  a 
trustee. 

The  new  illness,  whose  first  case  in  this 
country  was  reported  in  1981,  has  drawn 
the  concern  of  several  church  groups. 
The  National  Council  of  Churches  in  its 
recent  governing  board  meeting  in  San 
Francisco  passed  a  resolution  calling  for 
"substantially  increased  funds  and  a 
high  priority  for  research  and 
information  on  AIDS  and  AIDS-related 
diseases.”  It  also  asks  NCC  leaders  to 
"monitor  this  issue  and  be  an  advocate 
for  public  information  and  humane 
policies  concerning  AIDS.” 

I  left  Charles  Bergner’s  hospital  room 
impressed  that  he  is  doing  his  part  to 
make  public  information  available  about 
AIDS.  Our  interview  together  and  this 
article  are  steps  in  that  direction. 

I  also  felt  that  he  is  a  young  man 
looking  realistically  at  his  short  life  and 
how  little  may  remain  of  it,  aware  that  he 

‘‘There  are 
standards  of 
behavior  which 
ought  to  be 
expected  of  United 
Methodists  and  of 
Christians  in 
general.  ” 

has  been  stricken  by  a  diasease  linked 
with  a  form  of  behavior  which  his  church 
disapproves  of.  But  I  felt,  too,  that 
Charles  knows  that  the  church,  like  God, 
has  not  withdrawn  its  compassion  and 
knows  that  the  healing  grace  of  God  is 
available  to  him  no  less  than  to  any  other 
person  because  he  is,  indeed,  of  sacred 
worth. 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1  00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  wanted  1800  congregation 

Active  music  program  Salary  negotiable  Experi¬ 
ence  necessary.  Position  available  September  26. 
Send  resume  to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
101  Live  Oak,  Lafayette,  LA  70503.  318-964-4211  j 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  Rebecca  Williams 
Community  House  Total  responsibility  for 
programming,  facilities,  staff,  funding,  volunteer 
recruitment,  and  community  relations  Prefer  MSW 
or  equivalent  In  related  field.  Send  resume  to  Rev  J 

F.  Brown,  760  Main  Ave.,  S.W.,  Warren,  OH  44483  by 
July  30 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC-Organist  needed  for  4,500- 
member  church.  Master's  Degree  and  ten  years' 
experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable  and  related 
to  qualifications  Send  resume  to  Mrs.  Ethna 
Bergstrom,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  142  East 
Jackson  Street,  Orlando,  FL  32801 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education;  First  Unit* 

ed  Methodist  Church,  Pittsburg,  Kansas  Salary 
range  $18,000  to  $18,000  For  application  Information 
write  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Search 
Committee,  415  N  Pine,  Pittsburg,  KS  66762,  or  call 
(3161  231-2170. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministry  sought  by  UMC, 
550  membership.  Experience  preferred  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  667,  Frederick,  OK 73542  (  405  )  33^3324 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  opening 
available  now  for  an  urban  congregation  of  1,480 
Salary  $20,000  negotiable  Contact  Rev  David  E 
Edgar,  Laurel  Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  2Z7 

W  Woodlawn,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78212.  (512  )  773- 
7156  ! 

INGLEWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST  in  Grand 

Prairie  is  seeking  a  Music  Director  Position 
available  July  1  Send  resume  to  Dr  Carl  McGee  at 
1737  S.W.  3rd,  Grand  Prairie,  TX  75051  or  call  Sue 
Hertweck at  (214  )  641-1843.  ! 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Coordinator  of  Lay 

Ministries.  Church  needs  individual  to  develop, 
organize  and  administer  programs  for  all  age 
groups  Must  relate  well  to  other  persons  Good 
organizational  and  administrative  abilities  essential. 
Please  send  resume  to:  P.O.  Box  69,  Hammond,  LA 
70404  j 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by 

F  D.I.C  Return  of  one-half  of  one  percent  above  the 
prevailing  market  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person  $10,000.  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000 
Maximum  Length:  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact  Mr  Smith  Thomasson,  Westview 
National  Bank,  Box  7554.  Waco.  Tx  76714  or  Rev 
Richard  M  Freeman,  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714-7736. 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor, 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware  Specifications  $1  00  Exodus  Computing, 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2646. 

LARGE  FAMILY  TREE  form,  easy  to  complete, 

excellent  layout,  suitable  for  wall  framing,  white  or 
antique  parchment.  Send  $7.50  to  B.  L.  Enterprises, 
9640  New  Bethel  Rd„  Millington,  TN  38053 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  In  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive.  N.Y.,  NY 
10115. 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800  255-9612,  and  Texas,  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  7fB240. 

AUSTIN,  Tex.  —  The  parenting  program  at  Emmanuel  UMC  provide 
programs  like  vacation  Bible  school  for  children  from  low-income  families 
as  well  as  support  groups  and  counseling  for  their  parents. 

EMMANUEL  UMC  PHOTO 

Church  toymaking  project 
to  boost  parenting  skills 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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‘Live  Simply,  Simply  Live’ 
Theme  of  School  of  Christian  Mission 


Geneva  B.  Williams 


Lona  Walker 


Mrs.  Johnnye  Butler,  Dean  of  the 
1983  School  of  Christian  Mission, 
announced  the  theme  of  this  year’s 
school.  It  is  “Live  Simply,  Simply 
Live.”  She,  along  with  Mrs.  Lottie 
Palazzo,  Assistant  Dean,  and  the  School 
Committee  have  secured  an 
outstanding  faculty  for  this  year. 

Teaching  the  study  on  “Luke”  will  be 
Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Blakeman.  “The 
World’s  Uprooted”  will  be  led  by 
Florence  Isaacs,  David  Billings  and 
Roy  Katayama.  The  study,  “Voices  of 
Central  America,”  will  be  taught  by 
Leora  Trice,  Geneva  Williams,  Lona 
Walker  and  Robert  Storey.  The  staff 
will  be  implemented  with  audio-visuals, 
provided  by  Eleine  Phillips,  and  music 
and  worship  led  by  Norah  and  William 
Figg. 

The  Weekend  School  will  be  FIRST 
this  year,  and  participants  need  to 
arrive  before  the  five  o’clock  evening 
meal  on  Friday,  July  15,  in  order  to 
register.  The  School  will  begin  at  6:00 
p.m.  and  end  Sunday,  July  17,  at  noon. 
The  Weekday  School  begins  at  1:00p.m. 
on  Monday,  July  18,  following 
registration,  which  will  open  at  8:30 
that  morning.  This  session  will  close  at 
noon  on  Thursday,  July  21.  Registration 
fees  are  $8.50  for  either  school  and  may 
be  sent  to  Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  500  Walker 
St..  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70124. 


Leora  Trice 


Roy  Katayama 


Mary  Lou  Blakeman 


Robert  F.  Storey 


Persons, 
Churches 
&  Events 

On  June  28,  St.  Stephen’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Bossier  City,  had  a  slide 
presentation  by  Mrs.  Deanne 
Goldsberry,  who  was  the  subject  of  a 
recent  newspaper  article  on  her  trip  to 
Thailand.  There  she  served  as 
photographer  for  a  book,  Born  A  Woman, 
by  author  Mary  Dunham,  for  Thai 
women.  Mrs.  Dunham  and  her  husband 
have  been  missionaries  in  Thailand  for  20 
years. 

*  *  • 

June  12  was  designated  “John  Dunbar 
Day”  at  the  Port  Barre  United  Methodist 
Church,  Port  Barre,  Louisiana.  The 
program,  narrated  by  Rev.  J.  D. 
Strozier,  a  former  minister,  was  entitled 
“John  Dunbar  —  This  Is  Your  Life.”  He 
has  been  active  in  not  only  church  but 
civic  enterprises  as  the  town  has  grown. 


The  Southside  United  Methodist 
Church,  Monroe,  Louisiana,  will 
celebrate  their  thirty-first  homecoming 
on  Sunday,  July  10.  The  speakers  for  the 
day  will  be  Rev.  Charles  Strong,  Rev. 
David  Lane,  Rev.  Bobby  Trent,  Rev.  C. 
A.  Jordan,  Rev.  Pete  Medak,  and  Rev. 
Joe  Solomon.  The  ministers  are  among 
the  seventeen  that  have  gone  into  the 
ministry  from  Southside  since  its 
organization.  The  activities  of  the  day 
include  Worship  Services;  Church 
School ;  lunch  in  the  Anna  Gray  Noe  Gym 
provided  by  the  members;  and  other 
special  programs. 

The  Southside  United  Methodist 
Church  was  organized  on  July  13,  1952 
with  125  charter  members.  The 
membership  is  now  2,200  with  a  property 
valuation  of  over  $2,500,000.00  There  has 
been  just  one  pastor,  Rev.  Lea  Joyner, 
since  the  beginning. 


The  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Church  (Shreveport)  had  two 
outstanding  projects  for  their  Vacation 
Church  School  gifts  this  year.  One  of 
their  projects  was  the  Special  Olympics 
for  Special  People,  to  be  held  in  Baton 
Rouge,  and  the  other  special  offering  was 
sent  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  Welch, 
missionaries  serving  in  India  and 
supported  by  the  Lakeview  church. 


New  Video  Tape  on  Christian 
Unity  in  A  V Library 


A  new  video  tape  has  been  placed  in  the 
Conference  Audio-Visual  Library  by  the 
Christian  Unity  Committee  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 
The  video  tape  presents  a  panel 
discussion  of  an  important  ecumenical 
document,  “Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry”  published  by  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  of  the  World  Council 
on  Churches. 

The  Panel  is  composed  of  three 
members  of  the  University  Church 
Christian  Unity  Committee  with  special 
training  in  theology  and  church  history. 
Dr.  Ralph  Dreger  earned  a  Bachelor  of 
Divinity  degree  at  Garret  Biblical 
Institute,  Evanston,  Illinois  and  has 
recently  retired  from  the  Psychology 
Faculty  of  LSU.  Dr.  John  Baker  received 
a  Bachelor  of  Divinity  Degree  from 
Baylor  University,  and  is  currently 
teaching  in  the  Department  of 
Philosophy  in  Religious  Studies  at  LSU. 
Dr.  Karl  Roider,  a  professor  with  the 
History  Department,  LSU,  has  had  a 
special  interest  in  Reformation  history 
and  theology. 

The  Document  which  they  present  and 
evaluate  represents  the  fruit  of  a  50-year 
process  of  study  and  discussion.  The 
significant  document  represents  a 
consensus  in  many  areas  on  baptism, 
eucharist  and  ministry  by  the  church 
bodies  represented  in  the  World  Council 


of  Churches.  The  consensus  reached  in 
Lima,  Peru  in  1982  has  been  transmitted 
to  the  churches  with  the  request  for  their 
official  response. 

In  transmitting  the  document  to 
churches  for  response,  the  Faith  and 
Order  Committee  states:  “If  the  divided 
churches  are  to  achieve  the  visible  unity 
they  seek,  one  of  the  prerequisites  is  that 
they  should  be  in  basic  agreement  on 
baptism,  eucharist,  and  ministry.” 

“As  demonstrated  in  the  Lima  text,  we 
have  already  achieved  a  remarkable 
degree  of  agreement.  In  leaving  behind 
the  hostilities  of  the  past,  the  churches 
have  begun  to  discbver  many  promising 
convergences  in  their  shared  convictions 
and  perspectives.  These  convergences 
give  assurance  that  despite  much 
diversity  in  theological  expression,  the 
churches  have  much  in  common  in  their 
understanding  of  the  faith.” 

The  panel,  presented  to  adult  classes  at 
the  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  June  5,  1983,  provides  a 
brief  summary  of  the  major  conflicts  and 
differences  in  major  Christian  traditions 
on  these  areas,  and  the  new 
“convergences”  affirmed  in  the 
document,  and  the  areas  of  major 
difference  still  separating  Christian 
understanding.  The  video  tape  (VHS-45 
minutes)  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Conference  Audio-Visual  Library. 


Church  membership 


Annual  reports  show  losses  in 
some  denominations,  gains  in 
others.  Overall  gain  nationally 
credited  to  evangelism  and 
immigration.  See  story  on  the 
INSIDE  PAGES. 


National  BMCR  Youth  Conference  Set 


Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr. 


By  DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 
Dillard  University  will  be  the  setting 
for  the  fifth  annual  Black  Methodist  for 
Church  Renewal  (BMCR)  Youth 
Conference,  July  21-24,  1983.  Mrs. 
Madelyn  C.  Greene,  National  Program 
Coordinator,  says  that  close  to  200  youth 
from  the  five  jurisdictions  in  the 
denomination  are  expected  to  be  in 


Book 

Quotes 


“Keep  in  mind  that  your  child  needs 
room  to  fail.  You  owe  it  to  your  child  not 
to  diminish  his  or  her  self-concept 
because  he  can’t  catch  your  NFL-style 
football  passes  .  .  .  Einstein  failed  math. 
The  world  is  a  judgmental  place,  so  home 
should  be  a  supportive  environment." 


“Real  Men  Enjoy  Their  Kids! " 
Wenda  Goodhart  Singer, 

Mark  Singer 
Stephen  Schechtman 


attendance.  The  Conference  will  be 
working  under  the  theme,  “Christian 
Youth,  Surviving  In  Today’s  Society.” 
Workshops  will  be  centered  on  “The 
Purpose  of  Youth  Involvement  in  the 
Local  Church”;  “Spiritual  Formation 
and  Use  of  the  Bible”;  “What’s  Fun, 
Fantastic,  and  Christian?”;  “How 
Creative  Arts  Can  Be  Incorporated  in  the 
Worship  Service”;  “How  Do  Youth 
Continue  Their  Ministries  Organiza¬ 
tion?”;  “12  Black  Colleges”;  “Chris¬ 
tian  Related  Vocations”;  and  “United 
Methodist  History.” 

A  panel  discussion  on  “Social  Outlook 
Among  Youth  Today”  will  address 
various  issues  that  youth  face  in  our 
society.  Recreational  activities  will  be 
planned,  as  well  as  a  talent  show,  drama 
presentation,  riverboat  cruise,  and  disco. 
A  visit  to  Pontchartrain  Beach 
Amusement  Park  ($7.75  per  person, 
which  is  not  included  in  the  registration 
fee)  will  be  an  optional  activity. 

Registration  will  begin  at9:00  a  m.  and 
end  at  5:00  p.m.  Thursday,  July  21st.  The 
opening  session  will  start  at  2:00  p.m.  on 
July  21st  and  the  closing  session  will  end 
at  12:00  noon  on  July  24th.  The 
registration  fee  for  the  conference  is 
$40.00.  For  those  wishing  to  stay  on 
campus,  housing,  meals  and  registration 
is  $100.00  per  person. 


“We  take  ordinary  events  of  life  for 
granted  until  we  discover  the  changes 
that  have  crept  in  almost  unnoticed  .  .  . 
Those  daily,  homely  tasks  and  circum¬ 
stances  seem  so  tedious  and  so  unimport¬ 
ant  until  something  crowds  them  out.  .  . 
and  suddenly  we  know  there  would  be  a 
lot  less  peace  without  those  familiar 
well-trodden  paths.” 

“Put  Your  Mind  at  Ease" 
Joyce  Hifler 

We  are  free  to  be  inadequate,  free  to 
foul  things  up,  and  yet  affirm  ourselves 
in  a  more  basic  sense  than  the  secular 
moralist  or  humanistic  idealist  (who  can 
affirm  themselves  only  on  the  basis  of 
merits  and  accomplishments). 

“Guilt  Free" 
Thomas  C.  Oden 


Louisiana  Represented  at  SCJ 
UM  Men’s  Conference 

Pictured  above  are  the  seven  men  who  represented  Louisiana  at  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  United  Methodist  Men's  Conference.  They  were  among  200  men  from 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  who  attended  the  meeting,  which  was  held  recently  on  the 
campus  of  Oklahoma  State  University  in  Oklahoma  City.  The  Louisiana  men 
conducted  the  Sunday  morning  service  w  ith  Bishop  Hardt  of  Oklahoma. 


Historic  Site  Marker  Presented  at  Bethel  l)M 

The  Reverend  Tommy  R.  Bergeron.  Sr..  Pastor  of  the  Bethel  United  Methodist 
Church.  Greenwell  Springs,  and  Mr.  Whitman  Wilcox,  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  are  shown  on  the  occasion  of  the  installation  and  dedication  of 
the  Historic  Site  marker  presented  to  the  Bethel  Church  at  the  1982  session  of  Annual 
Conference  by  the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History.  Heritage  Sunday,  May  24th, 
was  chosen  for  the  dedication. 


Editorial 


In  the  first  editorial,  I  indicated  the 
need  for  a  comprehensive  communica¬ 
tions  program  in  the  Conference.  This 
would  use  print  media  as  well  as  elec¬ 
tronic,  which  would  include  radio,  video 
and  television. 

The  larger  need,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to 
determine  the  purpose  for  any  program, 
including  this  one.  Lapsing  into  the 
experiences  of  my  previous  Conference, 
I  am  tempted  to  ask:  What  is  the  goal? 
What  are  the  objectives  and  courses  of 
action?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  shall. 

The  goal  of  a  communications 
program  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
should  involve  a  clear  and  articulate 
witness  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  so 
that  persons  may  be  motivated  to  be  the 
loving,  caring  and  serving  church  that 
our  Lord  commanded  us  to  be. 

Our  objectives  should  speak  to 
worship,  inclusiveness,  evangelism, 
Christian  education,  social  concerns  and 
image  building.  Courses  of  action  would 
mean  news  articles;  press  releases; 
radio  spots  and  special  programs;  the 
extensive  use  of  video  in  the  local 
church;  appropriation  of  Cablevision 
where  possible;  and  an  expanded 
programming  schedule  on  satellite  to  the 
churches  of  the  Conference,  through  the 
AVN  out  of  Shreveport. 

Now,  let’s  go  back  and  pick  up  the  term 
“image  building."  To  me,  this  is  perhaps 


the  alter  ego  of  the  stated  goal.  With  so 
much  criticism  coming  at  the  Church 
today  from  The  Readers'  Digest,  “Sixty 
Minutes,”  and  many  of  our  radio  and 
television  evangelists,  I  think  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  important  that  we  know  who  we 
are  as  United  Methodists  and  that  our 
image  be  clear  to  the  world. 

We  need  to  show  that  we  are  a 
theological,  biblically-based  church  as 
well  as  a  leader  in  social  action 
ministries.  Secondly,  we  would  do  well  to 
re-establish  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  a  caring  church  of  the  warm  heart. 
But  we  are  not  going  to  do  this  by  hiding 
our  candles  under  the  always  available 
“bushels." 

The  name  of  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and 
many  others  of  you  need  to  be  as  well 
known  throughout  the  south  —  and  the 
country  —  as  some  of  our  other  national 
names  in  religious  radio  and  television. 
The  stories  of  your  churches  and  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  need  to  be 
told.  I  want  you  to  believe  with  me  that 
it’s  O  K.  to  be  a  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  that  this  positive  witness  will  go 
forth  to  touch  others.  This  is,  indeed, 
another  expression  of  the  Word 
becoming  flesh  again,  and  that  is  our 
mission  as  I  see  it  and  want  to  share  it 
with  you. 

—  Elwood  Fleming 


Pastors  School  July  11-14 
JYME  July  11-15 

Schools  of  Christian  Mission  July  15-17 
and  18-21 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Published  by  the  Council  on  Ministries  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Council  Director 
Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
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Pope’s  Polish  visit:  a  ‘success’  by 
the  one  most  important  standard 


Was  Pope  John  Paul’s  recent  visit  to 
Poland  a  “success?  ” 

How  one  answers  that  question  is  likely 
to  differ  drastically  depending  on  one’s 
vantage  point.  In  Warsaw,  Polish 
government  officials  were  visibly 
uncomfortable  with  the  presence  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church's  head.  Com¬ 
munist  Party  leaders  in  Moscow  feared 
that  the  Pope’s  visit  would  retard  the 
process  of  restoring  stable  centralized 
control  in  Poland.  Some  of  the  Pope’s 
associates  probably  cringed  upon  hearing 
some  of  his  outspoken  comments  about 
the  government.  Even  the  banned  Soli¬ 
darity  labor  movement,  which  was  given 
impetus  by  the  Pope’s  1979  visit,  received 
far  less  than  unequivocal  endorsement. 

Christian  influence 
made  possible  by 
deeply  rooted  values 

Pope  John  Paul’s  recent  leadership  in 
“letting  the  church  be  the  church”  in 
Poland  (see  preceding  editorial)  should 
not  be  regarded  simply  as  an  individual 
“tour  de  force”  attributable  to  the  pon¬ 
tiff’s  personal  charisma  or  his  Polish  an¬ 
cestry.  The  foundation  for  his  visit  rests  in 
a  long  history  of  Christian  influence  in 
Poland— dating  from  966  A.D.  This  heri¬ 
tage  includes  a  record  of  persistent  re¬ 
fusal  by  church  leaders  to  relinquish 
authority  for  matters  of  faith  and 
practice  to  the  state. 

As  a  result,  Christian  values  regarding 
both  individuals  and  societies  are  deeply 
rooted  in  Poland’s  life  and  culture. 

Religious  conviction  and  tradition  have 
given  way  to  political  expediency  in 
numerous  countries  following  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  a  communist  government.  Not 
so  in  Poland.  The  experience  of  the 
Polish  people  demonstrates  that  when 
Christians  tenaciously  cling  to  our 
convictions  and  traditions,  we  are  able  to 
provide  a  compelling  alternative  to  the 
demonic  forces  of  our  time. 

The  pope’s  visit  to  Poland  reveals 
anew  the  truth  of  words  to  a  familiar 
hymn:  “Crowns  and  thrones  may  perish, 
kingdoms  rise  and  wane,  but  the  church 
of  Jesus  constant  will  remain;  gates  of 
hell  can  never,  gainst  the  church  prevail. 
We  have  Christ’s  own  promise  and  that 
cannot  fail.”  Indeed,  no  system  built  on 
evil  values  —  whether  “godless  com¬ 
munism"  or  “greedy  capitalism”  —  can 
have  the  last  word  when  the  church  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  teachings  of  Christ  with 
authenticity  and  courage. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


From  our  perspective,  however,  the 
Pope’s  visit  was  profoundly  "successful" 
—  not  because  he  satisfied  any  particular 
ideological  or  interest  group,  but  because 
his  eight-day  presence  in  Poland  fulfilled 
the  well-known  dictum:  "let  the  church 
be  the  church." 

Pope  John  Paul  went  to  Poland  clearly 
aware  of  the  competing  agendas  of 
others,  including  the  government  of 
General  Wojceich  Jaruzelski  and  leaders 
of  the  banned  Solidarity  labor  union, 
such  as  Lech  Walesa.  The  Pope’s 
agenda,  however,  was  to  represent  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  church  to 
the  people  of  Poland,  as  well  as  the  rest 
of  the  world.  The  tone  for  this  agenda 
was  set  at  the  outset  when  the  Pope 
evoked  the  words  of  Christ  to  suggest  the 
meaning  of  his  visit:  “I  was  sick  and  you 
visited  me.  I  was  in  prison  and  you  came 
to  me.” 

Precisely  because  the  Pope’s  agenda 
was  rooted  in  the  Christian  message,  he 
spoke  “as  one  with  authority to  persons 
in  all  walks  of  life  about  God’s  will  on 
subjects  as  diverse  as  human  freedom 
and  dignity,  social  justice,  self-denial 
and  self-discipline. 

The  pope  also  expressed  compassion 
for  the  youth  of  Poland,  speaking  of  his 
awareness  of  “your  sufferings,  your 
difficult  youth,  your  sense  of  justice  and 
humiliation.”  In  doing  so,  however,  he 
successfully  avoided  crossing  the  line 
which  would  have  made  him  just  another 
political  agitator  or  social  activist. 

The  "success”  of  Pope  John  Paul’s 
visit  to  his  homeland  probably  will  never 
be  measurable  in  terms  of  particular 
social  or  political  goals,  or  in  the  extent 
to  which  his  words  and  actions  pleased 
anyone.  However,  the  Pope  bore  a 
profound  witness  to  the  fact  that  "suc¬ 
cess”  ultimately  is  measured  by  God’s 
standards  rather  than  any  worldly  claim 
on  our  loyalties. 

The  Roman  Catholic  pontiff’s 
pilgrimage  to  Poland  should  remind 
Christians  everywhere  —  and  not  merely 
in  Poland  —  that  the  most  precious  gift 
we  as  Christians  can  give  to  the  society  in 
which  we  live  is  a  commitment  to  be 
faithful  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  How 
we  express  that  faithfulness  will  vary 
from  one  society  to  another,  and  perhaps 
even  from  one  community  to  another. 

At  the  very  least,  letting  “the  church 
be  the  church”  means  that  we  will  make 
a  disciplined  commitment  to  place  no 
other  loyalty  —  whether  party,  union, 
denomination,  nation,  or  even  family  — 
above  our  loyalty  to  the  will  and  way  of 
God  that  are  revealed  to  us  in  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 
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Here  I  Stand  , 

The  UMC’s  purpose  should  he  spiritual 
renewal ,  not  social  welfare  programs 


JULY  8,  1983 


By  RACHEL  BAHRENBCKG 
I  believe  the  corporate  church  has 
strayed  very  far  from  the  mission  to 
which  Christ  called  it.  When  Jesus  rode 
into  Jerusalem  on  a  donkey,  the  people 
proclaimed  Him  King.  They  expected 
Him  to  overthrow  a  corrupt  government 
and  bring  freedom  and  social  reform. 
Instead  He  entered  the  Temple  and 
cleaned  up  the  religious  institution. 

John  Wesley  did  not  concentrate  on 
social  issues.  He  was  a  social  issue.  He 
did  not  preach  social  reform  but  personal 
reformation.  His  concern  was  the 
gossiping,  lying,  back  biting,  drunk¬ 
enness  and  adultery  of  those  within  his 
flock.  Everyone  of  these  concerns  is  list¬ 
ed  in  the  Bible  as  abominations  to  God. 

The  Wesleyan  movement  did  not  call 
its  people  to  mass  rallies  for  world  peace. 
It  did  urgently  press  for  prayer  and  Bible 
study  and  personal  conversation  with 
God  that  they  might  find  inner  peace. 
Historians  believe  this  innocuous  fellow¬ 
ship  of  "riff-raff”  kept  England  from  hav¬ 
ing  the  type  of  bloodbath  France  endured. 
And  the  body  of  believers  grew ! 

Today  the  corporate  church  acts  as  the 
social  conscience  of  the  people.  We  have 
seminars  on  world  peace  when  many  of 
our  own  members  do  not  know  how  to 
find  peace  in  their  own  homes  or  lives. 


Eloquent  pleas  are  made  to  fight  abor¬ 
tion,  yet  there  are  United  Methodist  who 
daily  kill  one  another  with  their  tongues, 
and  kill  their  own  testimonies  because  of 
fear,  resentment,  bitterness  and  pride. 

We  are  encouraged  to  boycott  Nestle 
products  in  order  to  protest  the  physical 
deaths  of  infants;  yet  even  within  the 
church  many  persons  refuse  to  stand 
against  the  lifestyle  of  homosexuality, 
which  the  Bible  clearly  looks  upon  as  a 
sin.  And  every  year  we  lose  more  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  ranks  of  United  Method¬ 
ism.  Does  that  not  speak  for  itself? 


My  Witness 

God  is  present  even  in  life’s 
unspectacular  moments 


By  PHYLLIS  HUNTER 

Being  a  wife,  the  mother  of  two  boys,  a 
secretary  and  a  church  school  teacher 
kept  me  busy;  but,  like  many  people,  I 
still  had  a  feeling  that  I  should  be  doing 
more  with  my  life.  This  feeling  of 
frustration  came  and  went  during  the 
years  when  the  boys  were  very  young. 

One  night  about  two  years  ago,  it  really 
was  bothering  me.  There  I  was  with  a 
college  education,  15  years  of  business 
experience  and  strong  religious 
convictions,  and  the  high  point  of  my  day 
had  been  scrubbing  the  black  heel  marks 
off  the  kitchen  floor.  I  was  venting  my 
frustrations  on  the  biscuit  dough  I  was 
preparing  for  our  “breakfast  supper”  as 
the  boys  liked  to  call  a  dinner  of  bacon 
and  eggs.  I  was  almost  in  tears  as  I  rolled 
out  the  dough. 

The  front  doorbell  rang.  It  was  a  friend 
whom  I  had  not  seen  for  months.  She 
said,  “Oh,  I’m  so  glad  you’re  home.  My 
car  stalled  at  the  corner  and  I  need  to  use 


Church  leaders  could  be  wrong 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  June  3  article  headlined  “UM 
survey  finds  potentially  destructive 
divisions”  was  encouraging  in  that  it 
recognizes  the  variance  between  church 
leadership  and  laity.  I  hope  the 
leadership  realizes  it  could  be  wrong. 

There  is  a  vast  gap  between  seeking  an 
adequate  living  for  all  based  on  the 
Protestant  work  ethic  and  guaranteeing 
everyone  the  choice  of  a  life  of  indolence 
“with  dignity”  as  a  “guaranteed  annual 
income”  does.  How  big  a  tax  burden  are 
we  willing  to  put  on  the  backs  of  our  flock 
to  support  a  guaranteed  annual  income? 

Does  the  church  have  more  right  than 
other  groups  to  practice  civil 
disobedience?  Civil  disobedience  can  be 
used  effectively  only  in  a  tolerant  society, 
but  it  can  lead  to  anarchy  or  totali¬ 
tarianism. 

We  have  seen  for  many  years  the 
destruction  of  morality  and  the  family, 
the  growth  of  drug  abuse,  teen 
pregnancies  and  illegitimate  children, 
the  increase  in  violent  crime  and  general 
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lawlessness,  and  unethical  behavior. 
This  all  damages  or  even  destroys 
Christians  and  the  Christian  community. 
Why  has  the  church  decided  to  ignore 
these  issues  in  favor  of  social  welfare 
programs  that  give  destructive  results 
despite  the  good  intentions? 

Walter  Cubberly 
Houston,  Texas 

Viewpoints  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  pleased  to  see  the  many  articles 
in  the  June  10th  Reporter  regarding  the 
arms  race  and  the  expression  of  several 
viewpoints  concerning  this  issue. 

The  evangelical  conference  which 
looked  objectively  at  the  biblical 
references  in  regard  to  war  and  shared 
the  reasons  why  Christians  differ  so 
much  is  a  much-needed  approach. 

We  have  to  try  to  understand  and 
accept  each  other  if  we  are  going  to  take 
on  the  rest  of  the  world. 

I’m  on  the  side  of  those  who  think  a 
nuclear  war  or  any  war  is  a  very  great 

crime  Roberta  E.  Foote 

Carlsbad,  New  Mexico 

How  to  quit  smoking 

To  the  Editor : 

I  am  very  interested  in  your  editorial 
as  well  as  Mr.  Dunnam’s  personal 
Witness  to  the  sins  of  smoking  (UMR, 
June  10). 

I  want  to  share  with  all  your  readers  a 
simple  yet  effective  method  that  was 
passed  on  to  me  many  years  ago  that 
stopped  my  habit. 

This  was  given  to  me  by  a  smoker  who 
had  quit,  and  was  given  to  him  by  a 
reformed  smoker.  By  word  of  mouth  you 
might  say  it  has  been  handed  down  for  at 
least  40  years  that  I’m  aware  of.  I  too 
offer  it  to  my  friends  and  acquaintances 
who  spoke:  Ask  yourself  why  you  smoke, 
and  if  you  cannot  accept  the  answer  you 
give  in  all  honesty  and  with  your  heart, 
then  you  will  give  up  smoking. 

However,  if  you  sincerely  believe  the 
answer  you  give  for  the  reason  you 
smoke,  you  will  continue  to  smoke. 

Keep  asking  yourself  this  question  and 
soon  you  will  run  out  of  answers  that  you 
believe  and  you,  too,  will  find  out  that  you 
cannot  accept  the  answers  you  have  been 
giving  yourself. 

All  the  gadgets  and  plans  are  a  waste 
of  time  and  money.  If  you  believe  in 
yourself,  you  can  quit. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Visalia,  California 

Breastfeeding  relates 
to  God’s  Kingdom 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  doctor  whose 
"Letter  to  the  Editor”  (UMR,  June  3) 
asks  “Why  is  it  improper  to  send  a 
‘discharge  packet'  of  formula  home  with 
a  nursing  mother  (in  the  U.S.A.)?”  I 
respond  that  sending  formula  home  is  not 
encouraging  breastfeeding,  and  if  the 
doctor  is  .a  member  of  the  American 


Academy  of  Pediatrics  he  should  read 
their  latest  statement  of  policy  on 
recommendations  for  encouraging 
breastfeeding,  “Promotion  of  Breast¬ 
feeding,”  May  1980,  "Journal  of  Pedi¬ 
atrics.”  That  article  states:  “Discharge 
packets  should  be  given  only  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  physician  or  request  of  the 
mother,  not  as  routine  hospital 
practice.” 

Breastfeeding  in  the  U.S.  has  only 
recently  began  to  recover  from  a  drastic 
decline  in  the  last  several  decades. 
Practices  such  as  separation  of  mother 
and  baby,  “discharge  packets”  of 
formula,  supplemental  feeding,  and 
attitudes  that  encourage  weaning  rather 
than  overcoming  breastfeeding  diffi¬ 
culties  have,  until  recently  made 
breastfeeding  a  rarity.  Breastfeeding, 
for  most  U.S.  mothers  of  15  years  ago, 
was  not  a  definitive  choice.  The  choice  in 
most  cases  was  determined  by  hospital 
and  doctor  practices.  Only  those  mothers 
with  outside  support  or  real  determina¬ 
tion  were  able  to  succeed  at  breast¬ 
feeding. 

Formula  companies  obviously  are  not 
providing  “free”  formula  without  a 
profit  motive  in  mind.  They  obviously 
have  some  statistics  to  show  that  their 
"free”  gift  will  have  some  monetary 
return  or  they  wouldn’t  do  it. 

I  for  one  think  that,  yes,  surveying 
Methodist  Hospitals  to  determine  if  the 
recommendations  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Pediatrics  are  being 
implemented  is  “advancing  the  Kingdom 
of  God  and  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Rebecca  Morton, 

Elk  City,  Oklahoma 

Participate  in  decisions 

To  the  Editor: 

Criticism  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  often  appears  to  be  some  new 
"parlor  game.”  That  is  certainly  one 
alternative.  Another  is  to  participate  in 
the  decision-making  process.  The  1984 
General  Conference  may  be  the  most 
important  of  this  century.  United 
Methodism  is  at  a  crossroads. 

Delegates  have  already  been  elected. 
But,  your  view  can  be  known  by  the 
PETITIONS  you  send.  Every  local 
church,  every  Administrative  Board, 
every  Sunday  School  class,  every  Council 
on  Ministry,  every  member  should  follow 
the  steps  outlined  in  Paragraph  607  of  the 
“Discipline”  and  forward  their  petitions. 

Even  more  impact  will  be  made  if  you 
send  a  copy  of  your  petitions  to  the 
delegates  from  your  conference.  Letters 
do  have  an  important  role  to  contribute, 
as  we  know  from  their  impact  upon 
government  and  media  leaders.  Your 
petitions  will  help  your  delegates  fulfill 
the  hopes  and  dreams  of  United 
Methodists  for  their  church. 

Ask  your  pastor  for  help,  call  your 
district  superintendent  —  but  send  in 
your  petitions,  and  let  your  delegates 
knowwhatyouwant!Haroldc  perdue 

San  Antonio,  Texas 


a  phone.”  After  she  called  her  husband, 
who  promised  to  get  home  and  check  the 
car  as  soon  as  possible,  I  drove  her  and 
her  tired  little  boy  to  their  house.  It  was 
good  to  see  her  ;  and  I,  too,  was  glad  I  had 
been  home. 

Still  feeling  lower  than  low,  I  drove 
home  and  continued  to  fix  dinner.  The 
doorbell  rang  again.  This  time  it  was  a 
neighbor  from  across  the  street.  We 
seldom  saw  each  other  —  we  were  both 
busy  with  our  families  and  other 
activities  —  so  I  was  surprised  to  see  her 
standing  at  the  door.  “We  have  just 
gotten  a  call  from  Oklahoma  City,  and 
we  have  to  get  down  there  in  a  hurry.  Our 
son  is  at  a  ball  game  and  doesn’t  have  a 
key  to  get  into  the  house.  Will  you  please 
watch  for  him  and  give  him  this  key 
when  he  gets  home?”  I  told  her  not  to 
worry  about  him  and  that  we  would  take 
care  of  letting  him  in  —  and  we  did. 

Later  that  evening  when  I  was  alone 
again,  I  realized  just  what  was 
happening.  It  was  suddenly  clear  to  me 
that  these  unusual  events  had  special 
meaning.  A  quiet  voice  was  speaking  to 
me  through  other  people.  The  message  of 
.  assurance  was  clear.  “Be  patient.  You’re 
needed  exactly  where  you  are  right 
now.”  It  wasn't  a  blinding  light  or 
anything  dramatic,  but  it  was  exactly 
what  I  needed. 

Now,  I  won’t  say  there  are  never  times 
of  frustration,  and  I  won’t  try  to  tell  you 
that  now  I  like  to  scrub  the  kitchen  floor  ; 
but  I  will  say  that  I  learned  from  the 
experience  and  am  richer  for  it. 

We  want  to  be  assured  of  God’s 
presence  in  our  lives  by  miraculous 
events.  Sometimes  we  are  so  busy 
looking  for  the  forest  that  we  miss  the 
trees  —  those  simple,  unspectacular 
daily  experiences  which  reaffirm  that  we 
are  never  alone. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Phyllis 
Hunter,  is  a  member  of  New  Covenant 
UMC  in  Edmond,  Oklahoma. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Shawnee,  Kansas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  700  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Shawnee  UMC  in 
Shawnee,  Kansas  (Kansas  East  Confer¬ 
ence). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Shawnee,  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


Empty  Pews 

By  WANDA  STURGILL  VAIL 
Our  attendance  is  down 
A  lot  of  people  won’t  come 
To  church 

Most  don’t  even  want  to 

We’ve  left  leaflets 

On  their  doors 

Sent  form  letters 

Had  every  member  visitations 

And  revivals 

To  no  avail 

We’ve  talked  about  them 
And  prayed  they  would 
‘see  the  light’ 

And  when  they  didn’t 
We  shook  our  heads  ' 

The  pews  are  still  empty 
But  I  guess  we’ve  done 
All  we  can  do.  .  . 

What  is  that  you’re  saying  Lord? 

Make  friends  of  them? 

Invite  them  to  coffee  or  dinner? 

At  my  house! 

Offer  to  watch  their  bratty  children? 
Listen  to  their  endless  problems? 

What.  .  .? 

Love  and  accept  them  .  .  .  just  the  way 
they  are 

Forget  empty  pews  .  .  .  and  look  for 
empty  hearts 


I,  therefore,  urge  United  Methodists 
earnestly  to  re-evaluate  our  purpose  as  a 
corporate  body  of  Christ.  The  main  func¬ 
tion  of  this  body  is  to  maintain  the  health 
of  each  of  its  members.  So,  too,  with  the 
church.  If  the  corporate  church  would 
concentrate  on  the  spiritual  health  and 
maturity  of  each  individual  member  — 
if  it  would  dare  to  face  the  fears,  etc. 
of  its  members  —  then  the  social  needs  of 
the  society  will  be  met  also.  Social  re¬ 
form  always  follows  spiritual  renewal. 
And  it  comes  from  transformed  indivi¬ 
duals  —  not  church  programs. 


Lack  of  social  involvement 
condemns  the  church 


By  GILBERT  SCHROERLUCKE 

Observing  the  conflict  and  tension 
existing  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
today,  I  wonder  if  some  of  the 
antagonists  are  in  the  same  church  as  1. 1 
have  served  36  years  as  a  local  pastor  — 
30  in  one  conference.  Although  my  ex¬ 
periences  are  probably  limited,  I  believe 
I  can  make  some  worthwhile  observations. 

As  one  listens  to  the  critics  from  the 
right,  one  might  conclude  that  our 
church  is  constituted  by  unspiritual, 
unscriptural,  socially  involved,  wild- 
brain  leftist  radicals  bent  on  political 
revolution.  This  assumption  seems  to  be 
at  the  heart  of  a  preponderance  of  fears 
pervading  our  denomination.  — 

What  about  the  reality  behind  this 
assumption?  To  what  degree,  if  any,  is  it 
valid?  What  happens  if  we  operate  on  an 
assumption  that  is  false?  Is  the  church  in 
danger  of  being  involved  in  social 
concerns  at  the  expense  of  personal  piety 
and  institutional  security? 

In  order  to  communicate  —  not 
necessarily  agree  —  we  need  to  be  clear 
on  the  image  that  the  word  "church” 
creates  in  our  minds.  When  I  use  the 
word  here,  I  refer  to  that  body  of  over  9 
million  human  beings  sometimes 
functioning  in  small  cell-like 
congregations  and  at  other  times 
meeting  together  in  large  assemblages 
and  all  sizes  and  shapes  in  between.  By 
“church”  I  mean  the  people  (after  all, 
isn’t  that  what  the  church  is?)  not  the 
"hierarchy”  or  even  the  chiirch’s 
national  boards  and  agencies. 

The  question  then  is,  “Is  this  body  of 
people  so  actively  involved  in  social 
and/or  political  causes  that  our  private 
devotional  lives  are  being  undernour¬ 
ished?  Do  social  justice  issues  consume 
an  inordinate  amount  of  our  time,  energy 
and  resources?  My  experience  suggests 
this  not  to  be  the  case. 

In  my  early  years  when  fresh  out  of 
seminary,  a  black  family  moved  into  a 
previously  all-white  neighborhood  in  my 
city.  The  black  family’s  house  was 
bombed.  The  culprit  who  committed  the 
crime  was  never  caught.  Rather,  the 
commonwealth  attorney  trumped-up  a 
charge  of  sedition  against  the  person  who 
had  financially  assisted  the  black  family 
in  the  purchase  of  the  house.  This  Good 
Samaritan  spent  a  year  in  prison  before 
the  case  was  overturned. 

Where  were  the  United  Methodists 
both  in  relation  to  the  house  bombing  and 
the  injustice  in  court?  If  the  critics  on  the 
right  are  correct,  one  would  expect  to 
find  us  indignantly  involved  trying  to 
correct  the  evil.  This  was  not  the  case  at 
all.  We  stayed  at  a  safe  distance  in  our 
solemn  assemblies.  A  few  years  later 
there  was  a  major  push  for  fair  hous¬ 
ing  legislation  to  correct  racial  dis¬ 
crimination.  One  form  of  that  push 
was  expressed  in  public  demonstrations. 
The  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  gave 
his  assistance.  After  many  arrests,  pain 
and  struggle,  several  months  of  intense 
effort,  a  fair  housing  law  was  enacted. 

If  the  critics  have  hold  of  reality,  one 
would  guess  that  the  United  Methodists 
were  in  the  forefront  of  the  struggle. 
Such  was  not  true.  We  do  know  that  some 
of  them  were  in  the  crowds  of  hecklers 
throwing  both  rocks  and  verbal  slurs  and 
but  very  few  were  identified  with  the 
movement. 

Immediately  upon  the  heels  of  open 
housing,  my  city  broke  loose  in  intense 
racial  riots.  Businesses  were  burned, 


threats  were  made,  people  were  shot  by 
the  police  and  National  Guardsmen 
patrolled  the  streets. 

Where  were  the  United  Methodists? 
As  far  as  I  know,  and  I  would  have  known, 
we  were  safely  secluded. 

A  very  few  years  later,  our  local  public 
school  system  was  given  a  federal  court 
order  to  desegregate  racially.  This 
finally  ensued  in  cross-city  and  cross- 
county  busing.  In  the  white  suburbs  the 
KKK  marched  nightly!  Crosses  were 
burned  on  citizens’  lawns!  School  proper¬ 
ty  was  damaged!  Black  children  were 
heckled  on  the  way  to  school  and  rocks 
were  thrown  at  their  buses! 

Although  there  were  opportunities  to 
join  with  others  in  working  for  better 
schools  and  in  support  of  desegregation, 
our  voice  was  silent. 

During  these  and  other  community 
crises,  on  both  the  district  and  annual 
conference  levels,  these  issues  were . 
seldom  mentioned.  So  when  modern 
conservatives  accuse  the  church  of  being  . 
overly  concerned  with  social  issues,  they 
do  not  know  the  same  church  that  I  do.  In  . 
fact,  I  believe  just  the  opposite  is  true. , 
We  have  allowed  our  people  to  sleep 
through  a  revolution  and,  consequently, 
have  come  up  frustrated  because  we . 
have  neither  a  theological  understanding  . 
nor  a  plan  of  action  to  minister 
effectively  in  the  modern  world. 

Over  the  years/  I  have  heard  from 
socially-involved  non-United  Methodists 
the  same  question  repeated  again  and 
again:  “Where  are  the  United 
Methodists?”  I  have  always  been 
ashamed  of  the  answer  I  had  to  give.  Our 
absence  from  involvement  in  social 
concerns  condemns  us.  Our  withdrawal 
has  turned  over  to  others  the  privilege 
and  the  responsibility  for  shaping  the 
world.  One  lesson  we  have  forgotten: 
“The  salt  must  touch  the  food  if  it  is  to 
affect  the  taste.” 

The  critics  probably  have  in  mind 
chiefly  the  General  Bqar.^  of  GJobal 
Ministries  and/or  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  But  these  are 
not  the  United  Methodist  Church.  They 
are  but  a  small  minority  voice  crying  in 
the  wilderness.  Do  we  not  want  anyone  to 
lift  up  the  cause  of  Christ?  Instead  of  con¬ 
demnation,  let  us  thank  God  for  their 
witness.  Without  them  God  might  well 
have  to  turn  to  the  stones  to  cry  out. 

The  fact  that  our  local  leaders  and 
people  are  out  of  step  with  some  of  our 
agencies  may  not  be  a  discredit  to  the 
agencies,  but  could  represent  a  spiritual 
insensitivity  in  our  people.  The  message 
is  clear!  Local  church  leaders  have  failed 
to  lead  the  people  at  the  grass-roots  level. 

Contrary  to  the  imagery  portrayed  by 
conservative  forces,  I  believe  our  church 
is  in  the  control  of  folks  just  like  them¬ 
selves.  The  church  is  led  by  safety- 
minded,  status  quo-ites.  I  see  no  signs 
that  this  is  changing.  I  have  seen  no 
inclination  to  move  with  the  prophets.  They 
are  still  without  honor  in  their  own  country. 

Let’s  open  our  eyes  and  unplug  our 
ears  to  the  actual  reality  that  exists.  If 
we  assume  a  reality  that  is  not  true,  what 
then?  This  could  be  our  greatest 
challenge  and  danger! 

This  week's  contributors  are  Rachel 
Bahrenburg,  a  certified  lay  speaker  in 
the  North  Dakota  Conference,  and  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  Schroerlucke,  pastor  of 
West  Broadway  UMC  in  Louisville.  Ken¬ 
tucky  ( Louisville  Conference). 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 

$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  St  00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 

estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181. 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  wanted.  1800  congregation 

Active  music  program.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  necessary.  Position  available  September 
26.  Send  resume  to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
101  Live  Oak.  Lafayette.  LA  70503  318-984-4211. 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Pittsburg,  Kansas.  Salary 
range:  $16,000  to$18.000.  For  application  information 
write  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Search  Com¬ 
mittee:  415  N  Pine,  Pittsburg,  KS  66762.  or  call  (316) 
231-2170. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  Insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum.  In  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze 
Custom  sizes  available.  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/8-inch  aluminum.  Mounting 
brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne,  P.  O.  Box  157,  Amberg,  WI 54102. 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS  80  and  Osborne 
hardware  Specifications  $1  00  Exodus  Computing. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  opening 
available  now  for  an  urban  congregation  of  1.480 
Salary  $20,000  negotiable  Contact  Rev.  David  E 
Edgar.  Laurel  Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  227 

W  Woodlawn,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78212  (  512  )  733- 
7156. 

1326A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-2646. 

SUMMER  RENTALS.  Incomparable  View.  North 
Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska/Waynes- 
ville  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week, 
$400  month.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786,  (704  )  627-6067 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY-  Insured  by 
F.D.I  C  Return  of  one-half  of  one  percent  above  the 
prevailing  market  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person  $10,000  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000 
Maximum  Length :  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years  Contact  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson.  Westview 
National  Bank.  Box  7554,  Waco,  Tx  76714  or  Rev 
Richard  M.  Freeman.  Box  7736,  Waco.  TX 76714-7736. 

YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  Education  director.  Lakeside 
UMC.  Salary  negotiable  Could  be  two  part-time 
positions.  Send  resume.  1801  12th  Ave.  So..  Lake 
Worth.  FL  33460 

POSITION  OPEN:  DIRECTOR  of  Leisure 
Ministries  1.250-member  church  with  multiple-staff 
and  modern  activities  building  Inquiries  and 
resumes  by  August  1  to  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.  O.  Box  97,  Elizabethtown.  K Y  42701 

TEACHER/DIRECTOR  sought  for  small  bilingual 
pre-school  in  United  Methodist  Church  in  North 
Dallas.  Half  days,  school  follows  DISD  calendar. 
Must  be  fluent  in  English  and  Spanish  and  love 
children.  Contact:  Richard  Stark  at  (214  )  352-9455, 
M-F  before  noon. 

NEW  STAFF  BEING  CREATED  in  Florida's 
University  City:  Both  Director  of  Education  and 
Director  of  Music  full  time  positions^open  University 
City  Church.  1.650  members  Opportunities  for 
continuing  professional  education.  Long  record  of 
support  and  quality  in  education  and  music 
programs  Abundant  talent  available.  Lively 
community,  beautiful  forest  area  of  north  central 
Florida,  home  of  U/F  with  easy  access  to  major 
attractions.  Extended  tenure  available.  Experienced 
only  apply,  not  a  "usual"  or  average"  opportunity. 
The  Rev  Dennis  R  DeLacure.  Staff  Parish 
Committee.  First  UMC.  419  NE  1st  St„  Gainesville, 

FL  32601,  (904  )  372-8523. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL:  A  Portfolio  of 
Graphs  and  Instructions  for  Embroidery  and  Other 
Projects  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol.  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend, 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross- 
stitch  projects  $7  00  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax) 
Nancv  Designs,  11036-R  Trail  West,  Bloomington, 
MN  55437.  j 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Director  of  Education  for 
900-member  church.  Contact  Dr  Henry  E  Robert. 
Minister,  P  O  Box-1503,  Marianna,  FL  32446.  i904i 
482-4502 

YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  Director  of 

Administrative  Services/Conference  Treasurer 
position  open  Apply  by  September  10  to  Wilbur 
Whanger.  Box  1055.  Laurel.  MT 59044,  (406»  628-1277 
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Member  totals  drop,  but  bigger  areas  gain 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

For  the  most  part,  United  Methodist 
membership  shifts  during  1982  were  a 
case  of  the  big  getting  bigger  and  the 
small  getting  smaller. 

Seven  of  the  10  largest  UM  annual 
conferences  added  members  ( see  chart ) . 

But  27  of  the  30  smallest  conferences 
lost  members. 

Overall,  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  suffered  a  net  loss  of  53,000 
members,  dropping  total  membership  in 
the  denomination  to  9.4  million,  accord¬ 
ing  to  estimates  by  Newscope,  the 
weekly  UM  newsletter. 

Membership  has  dropped  each  year 
since  the  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  churches  joined 
together  in  1968  with  10.8  million 
members. 

Perhaps  the  most  disappointing  reports 
came  from  north  of  the  Sun  Belt  where 
three  conferences  had  turned  around 
long  membership  declines  during  1981. 
But  all  three  —  Pacific  Northwest,  North 
Dakota  and  Louisville  —  reported  losses 
during  1982. 

In  addition,  the  New  Mexico  and  Rio 
Grande  conferences  which  grew  during 

1981  fell  off  the  growth  list  during  1982. 

Four  “turnarounds”  reported 

Nonetheless,  there  were  several 
hopeful  signs  in  the  1982  reports,  not  the 
least  of  which  were  reports  from  four 
conferences  that  gained  in  members  for 
the  first  time  in  years : 

PENINSULA:  This  is  the  first 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  conference 
other  than  Puerto  Rico  to  report  a  net 
membership  growth  in  several  years. 

“The  main  factor  that  was  different  in 

1982  was  that  we  received  substantially 
greater  numbers  of  members  on 
confession  of  faith,”  said  the  Rev.  James 
Seymour,  conference  statistician. 

He  said  conference  leaders  have  been 
pressing  all  churches  to  conduct 
confirmation  classes  each  year. 

The  Peninsula  conference,  which 
includes  Delaware  and  eastern 
Maryland,  had  lost  membership  each 
year  since  1976. 

OKLAHOMA:  Visitation  was  the  key  to 
the  first  membership  increase  since  1972, 
said  the  Rev.  Charles  Wells,  the 
Oklahoma  conference’s  council  on 
ministries  director. 

The  conference  began  an  intensive  15- 
month  visitation  program  in  June  1982. 
Each  UM  pastor  each  month  reports 
many  kinds  of  statistics  including  what 
his  or  her  visitation  goal  was  and  how 
many  visits  with  prospective  Christians 
or  church  members  actually  were  made. 

In  addition,  visits  by  the  laity  are 
tabulated.  “We’ve  had  seminars  all  over 
the  conference,”  Mr.  Wells  said.  “We  ask 
members  to  use  relational  evangelism  — 
to  talk  to  people  they  know.” 

By  the  time  the  visitation  program 
ends  in  September,  “we  hope  visitation 
will  have  become  a  lifestyle  for  local 
churches,”  Mr.  Wells  said. 

Oklahoma  the  eighth  largest 
conference  in  the  denomination,  gained  a 
modest  327  members  during  1982.  But  by 
June  of  this  year,  reported  membership 
was  up  another  3,000,  Mr.  Wells  said. 

From  September  1983  through 
December  1984  the  conference’s 
emphasis  will  be  on  growth  through 
nurture  of  members,  with  the  primary 
focus  to  be  on  church  school. 

“We  hope  we’ve  got  some  foundations 
here  for  other  work  now,"  Mr.  Wells 
said.  “This  conference  is  saying  now  that 
we  won’t  ever  not  have  outreach  and 
nurture  as  our  priority.  Regardless  of 
what  we  do  on  everything  else,  we’ve  got 
to  keep  the  body  healthy  through  these.  ” 

SOUTHWEST  TEXAS:  The  building  of 
new  churches  and  a  special  “1982  —  the 
Year  of  Evangelism”  program  resulted 
in  the  first  year  of  membership  gain 
since  the  1968  union,  said  the  Rev.  John 
Flowers,  chairman  of  the  conference 
evangelism  committee. 

Several  new  churches,  including  two 
Korean  and  one  black,  begun  during  the 
last  five  years  “are  finally  taking  hold” 
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and  boosting  membership,  he  said. 

More  than  2,000  persons  attended 
evangelism  workshops  last  year,  and 
many  churches  “creatively"  used  a 
special  “nuts  and  bolts”  evangelism 
booklet  developed  by  the  conference,  he 
said. 

VIRGINIA:  The  denomination’s 
largest  conference  grew  during  1982  for 
only  the  second  time  since  the  1968  union 
because  “we’re  active  again  in  church 
extension,”  said  the  Rev.  R.  Kern 
Eutsler,  conference  council  on  ministries 
director. 

“We’re  convinced  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  not  growing  because 
it  is  not  building  churches  where  people 
are  moving.  Our  greatest  growth  was  in 
the  mid  to  late  ’50s  when  we  started 
churches  each  year.  ” 

Mr.  Eutsler  said  the  Virginia 
conference  started  four  churches  last 
year  and  accepted  three  Korean 
Methodist  congregations  into  its 
membership. 

Several  positive  signs 

Other  positive  signs  in  the  1982 
membership  reports  were: 

•  Newscope  speculated  that  the  final 
official  membership  report  may  show 
last  year’s  loss  to  be  the  smallest  or  next 
to  smallest  since  the  1968  union. 

•  For  several  years,  not  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  five  geographical 
jurisdictions  has  been  able  to  report  a  net 
increase  in  the  combined  membership  of 
its  conferences.  But  last  year,  both  the 
Southeastern  and  .  South  Central 
Jurisdictions  gained  —  albeit  by  a  small 
fraction  of  a  percent. 

•  Those  conferences  which  are  gaining 
members  are  doing  so  by  larger 
amounts.  During  1981,  19  conferences 
grew  by  some  15,000  members.  During 
1982,  19  conferences  grew  by  some  19,000 
members. 

•  Those  gains  were  off-set  by  losses  of 
some  21,000  members  by  five 
conferences  which  lost  more  than  4.000 
each  —  Detroit,  East  Ohio,  Central  New 
York,  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa. 
However,  the  number  of  conferences 
losing  more  than  two  percent  of  their 
membership  fell  from  nine  during  1981  to 
five  during  1982. 


40th  conference  since  retirement! 

By  the  time  105-year-old  Rev.  Carl  Schevenius  arrived  at  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  this  year  in  Duluth,  he  was  a  bit  put  out  because  the  drive 
from  Minneapolis  had  caused  him  to  miss  his  daily  two-mile  walk,  his  exer¬ 
cise  bike  ride  and  calisthenics.  As  Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  said  in  introducing 
the  native-born  Norwegian,  this  was  his  40th  conference  session  since  he 
retired!  With  him  is  his  grandson-in-law,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Eellman,  also 
a  Minnesota  conference  member.  Mr.  Schevenius  still  preaches  occasion¬ 
ally.  He  has  been  back  to  Norway  at  least  four  times  and  was  honored 
by  royalty  there  and  by  an  hour-long  TV  special  when  he  turned  100. 

PHOTO  FROM  DULUTH  NEWS-TRIBUNE  AND  HERALD 


Membership  gains  occurred  in  areas  that  aren’t  shaded  on  the  map.  The  darker  the  shading,  the  larger  the 
membership  losses.  The  Northeast  portion  of  the  map  is  enlarged  to  make  it  easier  to  see  the  geographically  small 
conferences  there.  No  figures  were  provided  by  the  Baltimore  conference. 

Other  churches  report  member  increases 


1. 4-5.9% 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Continuing 
trends  of  recent  years,  Roman  Catholics, 
Southern  Baptists,  Mormons  and  several 
small  conservative  churches  showed 
membership  gains  while  mainline 
Protestants  recorded  small  losses,  says 
the  1983  Yearbook  of  American  and 
Canadian  Churches. 

A  combination  of  vigorous  evangelism 
and  relatively  high  birth  rates  helps 
explain  growth  in  denominations  such  as 
the  Southern  Baptist  and  Mormons,  says 
yearbook  editor  Constant  H.  Jacquet.  He 
said  recent  large  waves  of  Hispanic  and 


Asian  immigrants  to  the  United  States 
may  be  helping  membership  rolls  of 
Catholics  and  also  others  who  are 
striving  for  church  growth. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the 
nation’s  largest  Protestant  body,  in  1981 
showed  an  increase  of  182,518  (1.34 
percent)  for  a  total  membership  of 
13,782,644.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church 
added  757,737  members  (1.5  percent), 
bringing  its  total  membership  to 
51,207,579. 

Mainline  Protestant  churches,  which 
began  losing  members  in  the  1960s, 


“have  still  not  turned  around;  they  are 
still  in  decline,”  Mr.  Jacquet  said.  “But 
the  declines  have  been  very  small  the 
past  two  years  —  most  are  below  one 
percent.”  An  exception  was  the  two 
largest  Presbyterian  bodies,  which  each 
lost  1.83  percent,  and  which  have  since 
united  into  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA). 

In  most  mainline  churches  the  decline 
is  due  to  aging  membership  and  the 
resulting  lower  birth  rate,  he  said. 

The  1981  membership  figures  showed 
that  the  churches’  collective 


membership  rose  by  2.69  percent  or  3.6 
million  in  1982  for  a  collective  total  of 
138,452,614.  This  compared  with  a  one 
percent  increase  the  previous  year.  The 
national  population  growth  in  1981  was  .9 
percent. 

Largest  percentage  gains  in  member¬ 
ship  were  reported  in  1982  among  the 
smaller  Pentecostal,  evangelical  or 
holiness  churches  which  continued  to  add 
members  at  a  rate  well  ahead  of  U.S. 
population  growth.  The  Church  of  God 
(Cleveland,  Tenn.)  continued  to  expand 
rapidly. 


Annual  conferences  call  for  action 

WCC,  NCC  accountability  asked 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

At  least  29  of  United  Methodism’s  73 
annual  conferences  this  spring  took  some 
action  concerning  the  National  and 
World  Councils  of  Churches,  both  of 
which  have  been  enmeshed  in 
controversy  for  several  months. 

All  29  showed  they  affirmed  or  ac¬ 
cepted  the  UMC’s  membership  in  the 
councils. 

But  a  majority  sentiment  among  con¬ 
ferences  which  acted  also  seemed  to  be 
that  there  is  a  need  for  better 
accountability  of  the  ecumenical  bodies 
back  to  the  denomination. 

The  accountability  question  also  came 
up  in  annual  conferences  in  regard  to 
United  Methodist  general  agencies. 
Several  conferences  recommended  that 
the  1984  General  Conference  require 
more  accountability  of  UM  general 
agencies  to  conferences  and  other  agencies. 

Councils  affirmed 

The  actions  and  statements  from  the 
annual  conferences  offer  an  indication  of 
how  the  grass  roots  of  the  church  views 
the  accountability  questions  raised  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  by  Readers’  Digest  and  “60 
Minutes.” 

There  was  no  major  pressure  anywhere 
to  revoke  UM  membership  in  the  nation¬ 
al  and  world  councils.  The  few  conferences 
which  considered  recommendations  to 
withdraw  resoundingly  defeated  them. 

Fifteen  conferences  specifically  voted 
to  affirm  the  work  of  the  two  councils  as 
well  as  UMC  membership  in  them. 

Four  conferences  rejected  all  calls  for 
further  investigation  of  the  councils  or 
for  special  auditing. 

Funding  concerns  indicated 

However,  several  conferences  which 
“affirmed”  the  councils  and  most  of  the 
others  which  considered  the  issue 
indicated  an  uncertainty  about  whether 
the  councils  are  funding  and  otherwise 
supporting  outside  groups  and  projects  in 
a  way  that  is  true  to  the  intentions  of  the 
UMC. 

Calling  for  investigations  or  special 
studies  of  the  councils  were  the 
Wisconsin,  Nebraska,  Southern  Illinois 
and  Pacific  Northwest  conferences. 

Five  conferences  commended  the 
UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops  for  agreeing  to 
do  their  own  review  of  the  denomination’s 
relationships  with  the  councils.  They 
asked  that  the  full  results  be  made 
available  to  local  churches.  That  study  is 
starting  this  month. 

Two  conferences  simply  called  for 
“more  accountability.” 

And  the  New  Mexico  conference  asked 
the  UMC’s  General  Conference  to 
institute  safeguards  to  make  certain  that 
funds  are  used  in  accordance  with 
mission  objectives.  If  funds  are  sent  to 
groups  which  do  not  conform  to  the  UM 
Social  Principles,  "UM  funding  for 


operation  of  said  ecumenical  agencies 
shall  be  reduced  immediately 

Three  conferences  asked  for  special 
financial  audits  of  the  councils  and  for 
the  results  to  be  made  available  to  local 
churches. 

The  Southern  Illinois  conference  asked 
that  the  1984  General  Conference  stop  all 
funding  to  the  councils  until  “it  has  been 
proven  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that 
the  funding  to  the  councils  shall  be  used 
for  the  exact  purposes  intended." 

The  Peninsula  conference  (Delaware 
and  eastern  Maryland)  asked  that  the 
councils  verify  that  funds  reach  their 
proper  destinations. 

Calling  for  a  “broader-based 
representation”  in  the  UMC’s  delegation 
on  the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
governing  board  was  the  North  Texas 
conference.  The  UMC’s  delegation  —  the 
largest  on  the  NCC  board  —  is  elected  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  from  a  pool  of 
nominees  provided  primarily  from  the 
five  jurisdictional  conferences.  Some 
bishops  at  their  spring  1983  council 
meeting  called  for  the  same  thing,  asking 
that  various  theological  perspectives  be 
represented  among  the  UMC’s 
delegation. 

The  North  Indiana  conference,  while 
affirming  membership  in  the  two 
councils,  asked  the  1984  General 
Conference  also  to  look  for  ecumenical 


“alignments”  with  evangelical  groups. 

UM  agencies  addressed 

Drawing  some  attention  were 
allegations  in  news  reports  last  winter 
that  the  UM  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  as  well  as  the  two  councils 
—  gives  money  to  groups  which  support 
non-democratiCs  and  even  violent 
political  change. 

The  New  Mexico  conference  asked  that 
General  Conference  require  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
to  make  certain  that  no  United  Methodist 
agency  gives  UM  funds  to  any  group  that 
advocates  the  overthrow  of  any 
government  by  violence. 

The  conference  also  expressed  concern 
about  UM  support  for  any  non-UM  group, 
advocating  that  the  amount  of  money 
given  to  the  groups  not  exceed  the 
percentage  of  the  groups’  operating 
budgets  which  correspond  to  the 
percentage  of  UM  members  on  the 
groups’  governing  boards. 

The  West  Michigan  conference 
addressed  the  complaint  expressed  by 
some  persons  last  winter  that  it  is 
difficult  to  get  information  about  some  of 
the  outside  groups  which  are  funded  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
conference  asked  that  General 
Conference  require  that  the  names  and 
addresses  of  those  groups  be  listed  in  the 


sections  of  the  denomination’s  Book  of 
Discipline  that  pertain  to  the  agency 

The  Northwest  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
conferences  are  asking  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  prohibit  general  agencies  from 
funding  a  group  within  an  area  without 
the  permission  of  the  presiding  bishop. 

The  current  requirement  is  that 
general  agencies  must  “consult”  with 
the  bishop  and  the  conference  council  on 
ministries.  This  issue  has  been  especially 
accentuated  during  the  last  year  by 
Global  Ministries’  funding  of  a 
controversial  black  activist  group  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  North  Mississippi 
conference. 

However.  North  Mississippi  members 
defeated  a  petition  that  would  have  given 
conferences  a  veto  over  general  agency 
funding  Instead,  they  proposed  that 
participants  involved  in  consultation  sign 
a  written  report  of  the  conversations  and 
that  the  report  be  sent  to  members  of  the 
agency. 

The  southern  conference  in  Mississippi 
asked  for  the  same  strengthening  of  the 
consultation  process. 

The  information  in  this  story  is  based 
on  reports  from  each  of  73  U.S  annual 
conferences  to  the  United  Methodist 
News  Service  and  to  the  Newscope 
newsletter 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Build  up  your  reference  library. 

Perfect  for  the  student,  the  preacher, 
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The  Abingdon  Dictionary 
of  Living  Religions 

The  most  complete,  authoritative  volume  on  the 
religions  of  the  world:  1600  cross-referenced  *»«- 

tries,  bibliographies,  scores  of  color  photos, _ 

and  illustrations. 

$39.95 

Abingdon's  Strong's  Exhaustive 
Concordance  of  the  Bible 

Now  in  its  fourth  printing,  this  edition  contains 
the  exclusive  Key- Word  Comparison  which  en¬ 
ables  readers  to  compare  words  and  phrases  in  the 
King  James  Version  with  five  leading  modem 
translations. 

$21.95,  Regular  Edition 
$26.95,  Thumb-indexed  Edition 

The  Interpreter's  One-Volume 
Commentary  on  the  Bible 

120,000  volumes  sold.  The  most  often  referred  to 
one-volume  Bible  commentary  in  America.  Over 
1300  pages  of  commentaiy,  maps,  illustrations  and 
information  on  the  Old  Testament  (with  Apocry¬ 
pha)  and  the  New  Testament. 

$22.95,  Regular  Edition 
$27.95,  Thumb-indexed  Edition 
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Religious  leaders  decry  research 
on  genetic  ‘germline’  experiments 


‘Decaying’ church  returns  to  ashes 


HOLLYWOOD,  Md.  —  In  a  special  “service  of  triumph”  on  June  12  members  of  the  former  Galilee  United  Methodist  Church  here 
celebrated  the  congregation  s  merger  with  Hollywood  UMC  by  burning  the  decaying  building. 

The  Rev.  Curt  Campaigne.  pastor  of  the  two-point  charge  of  Galilee  and  Hollywood  Churches,  said  that  in  the  season  of 
Pentecost,  the  fire  was  a  symbol  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  “we  release  the  spirit  of  the  Galilee  Church  from  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
it  by  the  building.” 

“We  therefore  commit  it  this  day  to  the  ground,  dust  to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes,  looking  for  the  resurrection  of  the  new  merged 
congregation  at  Hollywood  UMC."  Baltimore  circuit  rider  photos 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  broad-based 
coalition  of  religious  leaders  has  entered 
the  dispute  over  genetic  engineering  with 
a  petition  urging  Congress  to  ban  all 
research  that  could  alter  the  genes 
affecting  human  heredity. 

A  group  of  59  churchmen  —  Catholic 
bishops,  Jewish  leaders  and  top  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Protestantism’s  mainline, 
charismatic  and  evangelical  traditions 
—  signed  a  resolution  circulated  by 
Jeremy  Rifkin,  author  of  several  books 
on  genetic  research  and  one  of  its  most 
adamant  opponents.  The  group  includes 
Christians  of  all  shades  of  theological 
and  political  opinion,  including  many 
who  actively  disagree  with  each  other  on 
most  other  issues. 

Among  the  signers  are  the  leaders  of  10 
mainline  Protestant  denominations, 
Moral  Majority  founder  Jerry  Falwell 
and  Pat  Robertson  of  the  700  Club,  Bishop 
James  Armstrong,  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  21 
Catholic  bishops  led  by  Bishop  James 
Malone,  vice  president  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops. 

Their  resolution  declares  that 


‘‘no 


6  The  schools  must  be  connectionaV 

UM  Senate  looks  at  4turf’  rights 


MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  If  a  United 
Methodist  college  or  university  wants  to 
start  a  program  at  another  location,  does 
it  have  an  obligation  to  consult  with 
denominational  schools  already  in  the 
area? 

That  question  received  considerable 
discussion  here  June  23-24  at  the  meeting 
of  the  UMC’s  University  Senate,  oldest 
higher  education  accrediting  body  in  the 
nation. 

The  senate  had  learned  that  Alaska  Pa¬ 
cific  University  in  Anchorage  was  think¬ 
ing  of  opening  a  campus  in  Hawaii  on  Maui, 
but  Hawaii  Loa  College  considered  this  an 
“unfriendly  intrusion”  into  its  territory. 
Also  mentioned  was  West  Virginia  Wes¬ 
leyan  College  at  Buckhannon,  which  has 
begun  a  program  in  Florida  that  dis¬ 
turbs  Florida  Southern  College. 

New  principles  planned 

Anticipating  that  other  colleges  might 
take  such  a  step  in  the  next  10  years  as 
competition  for  students  intensifies,  the 
senate’s  Commission  on  Institutional 
Review  decided  to  formulate  some 
principles  to  guide  the  senate  and  others 
in  considering  any  off -site  program. 

Any  school,  college  or  university 
desiring  to  establish  an  off-site  program 
should  consult  with  all  affected  annual 
conferences  and  judicatories,  the  senate 
agreed.  The  educational  institution  must 
also  consult  other  United  Methodist 
institutions  in  the  conference  where  it 
desires  to  put  its  program.  The  senate 
would  monitor  the  conversation  if 
requested  to  do  so  by  the  affected 
conference,  judicatory  or  institution. 

The  senate  agreed  to  consider  only 
those  off -site  programs  that  (1) 
demonstrate  fiscal  and  academic 
integrity,  (2)  do  not  adversely  affect  the 
fiscal  or  academic  health  of  institutions 
in  the  host  conference  or  the  parent 
campus,  and  (3)  have  the  agreement  of 
the  host  annual  conference  and  its  United 
Methodist  schools,  colleges  and 
universities.  This  agreement  would  not 
cover  theological  schools. 


Debate  focused  on  whether  a  college 
desiring  to  meet  an  unmet  need  should  be 
penalized  for  its  initiative  and  whether 
the  senate  would  be  turning  over  its 
responsibility  to  the  annual  conference. 

On  the  latter  point,  Samuel  A.  Banks, 
president  of  Dickinson  College  and 
president  of  the  senate,  reminded  that  if 
a  school  chose  to  ignore  the  senate,  it 
could  be  stricken  from  the  list  of 
affiliated  institutions  and  thus  lose  all 
denominational  support. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  reflecting  on  the 
action,  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service:  “What  this  means  is  that  if 
School  A  has  a  vision,  it  doesn’t  move 
unilaterally  but  talks  first  to  School  B.  In 
a  connectional  church,  schools  must  be 
connectional.” 

All  schools  and  colleges  will  be  notified 
of  the  new  procedures. 

Using  guidelines  developed  earlier,  the 
Commission  on  Institutional  Review 
reported  it  had  started  the  review  of  all 
United  Methodist  schools,  colleges  and 
universities  to  see  if  they  qualify  for 
church  affiliation  and  support. 

All  four  institutions  visited  in  the  first 
group  were  approved.  They  are: 
Albright  College,  Reading,  Pa.;  Mount 
Union  College,  Alliance,  Ohio; 
Southwestern  University  in  Georgetown, 
Texas;  and  Young  Harris  College  in 
Young  Harris,  Ga.  They  were  assessed 
on  the  basis  of  ‘‘well-structured 
programs,  sound  management,  and 
clearly  defined  church  relationships,”  as 
required  by  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  commission  approved  deletion  of 
the  Village  Academy  of  Bethel  Park,  Pa., 
at  its  own  request.  Reclassification  of 
Wesley  College,  Dover,  Del.,  as  a  four- 
year  college  was  also  approved. 
However,  the  senate  unanimously  voted 
not  to  grant  Scarritt  College’s  request  to 
be  listed  as  a  “special  graduate 
theological  school”  but  to  continue  it  as  a 
“graduate  school.”  Scarritt  is  in 
Nashville. 


This  summer  additional  visits  will  be 
planned  for  the  rest  of  the  quadrennium. 

Two  closings  questioned 

The  senate  expressed  concern  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  had  permitted 
the  closing  of  two  secondary  schools  — 
Boylan-Havan-Mather  Academy  in 
Camden,  S.C.,  and  Holding  Institute  in 
Laredo,  Texas  —  without  notifying  the 
senate.  It  was  reported  that  the  BGM’s 
general  secretary,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  had  failed  to  answer  letters  from 
Dr.  Trotter,  Julius  S.  Scott,  Jr.,  associate 
general  secretary  for  higher  education, 
and  Thomas  K.  Kim,  president  of 
McMurry  College  and  chaif  of  the 
Commission  on  Institutional  Review. 

Because  the  Discipline  gives  the  senate 
oversight  of  all  United  Methodist-related 
educational  institutions,  the  senators  felt 
prior  consultation  should  have  taken 
place.  ‘‘We  might  have  provided 
assistance  in  keeping  the  schools  alive,” 
said  Dr.  Kim. 

It  was  agreed  that  Dr.  Banks  should 
invite  the  president  and  the  general 
secretary  of  the  BGM  to  attend  the 
January  meeting  to  discuss  procedures. 

The  report  of  the  Commission  on 
Theological  Education  was  discussed  in 
closed  session.  The  report  was  said  to 
complete  the  assessment  of  all  non-Unit- 
ed  Methodist  theological  schools  in  North 
America  to  see  whether  they  are 
equipped  to  train  United  Methodist 
ministers.  The  seminaries  will  be 
notified  of  the  senate’s  decision,  and  a 
list  of  approved  schools  will  be  issued 
within  six  weeks.  The  13  United  Method¬ 
ist  seminaries  are  reviewed  annually. 

The  Commission  on  Black  Colleges 
reported  that  all  12  black  schools  will  be 
revisited  and  a  report  on  the  first  four 
visits  will  be  ready  in  January.  A  request 
that  the  senate  pay  the  cost  of  these 
three-day  visits  was  denied.  However,  if 
technical  assistance  is  required,  the 
senate  can  consider  funding  it. 

Judy  Touchton,  staff  member  of  the 
American  Council  on  Education, 


addressed  the  senate  on  the  place  of 
women  in  higher  education.  In  her 
introduction  it  was  noted  that  of  the  130 
United  Methodist  educational 
institutions,  not  one  has  a  woman  as  its 
chief  executive  officer. 

Women  executives  few 

According  to  Ms.  Touchton,  the 
problem  is  visibility.  “People  get  jobs 
through  being  recommended  by  people 
who  already  hold  the  top  spots,”  she  said. 
"Women  are  not  known  in  the  informal 
network  that  determines  who  is 
considered.” 

One  sign  of  the  times,  she  said,  is  that 
leaders  in  higher  education  are  coming 
from  women’s  groups.  “Given  the 
Methodist  Church’s  effectiveness  in 
making  education  available  for  all,  it 
would  seem  appropriate  that  it  recognize 
this  sign  of  the  times.”  Dr.  Banks 
subsequently  appointed  a  committee  to 
“continue  our  concern  with  regard  to 
women  and  higher  education.” 

An  updated  list  of  130  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  institutions  includes  13 
seminaries,  89  four-year  colleges  and 
universities,  14  two-year  colleges,  11 
secondary  schools,  one  graduate  school, 
one  professional  school  and  one 
elementary  school. 

Assessing  the  work  done  by  the  senate 
since  its  reorganization  in  1980,  Dr. 
Trotter  termed  it  “an  enormous 
achievement.”  He  mentioned  guidelines 
worked  out  for  approval  of  theological 
schools,  universities  and  colleges,  the 
beginning  of  regular  visits  to  United 
Methodist  institutions,  completion  of  the 
evaluation  of  non-United  Methodist 
seminaries,  maintaining  a  thorough 
review  of  the  management  and 
performance  of  the  12  predominently 
black  colleges,  and  establishing  policies 
for  action  in  institutional  crises. 

“The  whole  system  is  strong,  more 
church-related  and  there’s  more 
awareness  of  the  place  of  these 
institutions  in  the  total  life  of  the  church 
than  10  years  ago,”  he  said. 


individual,  group  of  individuals  or 
institutions  can  legitimately  claim  the 
right  or  authority  to  make  decisions  on 
behalf  of  the  rest  of  the  species  alive 
today  or  for  future  generations.” 

The  resolution,  announced  by  six 
church  leaders  at  a  press  conference 
arranged  by  Mr.  Rifkin  here,  drew 
immediate  reaction  from  members  of 
the  scientific  community  who  charged 
that  it  was  an  effort  to  stifle  research 
that  might  provide  great  benefits  for 
humankind. 

Statements  from  some  signers 
indicated  that  not  all  are  unilaterally 
against  all  forms  of  altering  the  germline 
sex  cells  —  the  sperm  or  egg  —  but  they 
do  oppose  such  efforts  now  because  so 
little  is  known  of  its  consequences. 
“There’s  reason  for  concern  because  of 
the  uncertainty  and  unpredictability  of 
such  research,”  said  Dr.  J.  Robert 
Nelson,  a  United  Methodist  theologian 
from  Boston  University.  “We  are  not  in 
any  way  anti-science  nor  do  we  believe 
that  science  and  religion  are  inevitably 
in  conflict.” 

Mr.  Rifkin  yarned  that  short-term 
benefits  of  altering  the  genetic  structures 
—  to  eliminate  inherited  disabilities,  for 
example  —  could  be  outweighed  by  long- 
range  dangers  to  humanity.  “Since  part 
of  the  strength  of  our  gene  pool  consists 
in  its  very  diversity,  tampering  with  it 
might  ultimately  lead  to  extinction  of  the 
human  race,”  he  said. 

Several  panel  members  expressed  fear 
that  commercial  motives  were  prompt¬ 
ing  some  scientists  to  go  ahead  with  ex¬ 


perimentation.  Dr.  Nelson  pointed  out 
that  germline  experiments  with  labora¬ 
tory  mice  are  in  progress.  “No  longer  do 
people  beat  a  path  to  the  door  of  a  person 
who  will  build  a  better  mousetrap,  but 
rather  to  the  door  of  the  one  who’ll  build  a 
better  mouse,”  he  quipped. 

Panel  members  also  stressed  that  they 
were  not  against  efforts  to  change  the 
genes  of  an  individual,  for  example,  to 
prevent  the  onset  of  hereditary  disease 
such  as  sickle  cell  anemia  or  diabetes. 
They  fear,  however,  that  changes  to 
eliminate  a  so-called  bad  gene  might 
backfire  on  a  future  generation.  As  an 
example,  science  has  learned  that  the 
gene  that  causes  sickle  cell  anemia  is  the 
same  one  that  prevents  malaria  among 
black  people  in  Africa. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  Dr.  Avery  Post 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  expressed 
fears  that  genetic  engineering  is  a 
subversion  of  the  biblical  concept  of 
stewardship  wherein  God  charged 
humanity  with  the  care  of  creation.  “The 
entire  reshaping  of  our  existence  is  at 
stake  here  and  it’s  being  done  without 
input  from  the  theologians  and 
moralists,”  Bishop  Crutchield  said.  “Do 
we  have  any  business  assuming  the 
prerogatives  of  God  when  we  don’t  have 
the  goodness  of  God?” 

“Breaking  into  the  germline  is  the  ulti¬ 
mate  presumption,”  Dr.  Post  agreed. 
“When  we  assume  the  prerogatives  of 
creation,  we  become  presumptuous.  We 
will  abuse  this  power;  we  aren’t  good 
enough." 


Supreme  Court  okays 
school  tax  deductions 


the  church  today 


General  Conference 
issues  clarified 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  —  “Vener¬ 
able  is  an  appropriate  word  for  Meth¬ 
odism  in  its  200th  year,”  writes  a  con¬ 
ference  executive  and  theologian  as  he 
introduces  a  special  series  of  pre-1984 
General  Conference  articles  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  national  program 
journal,  The  Interpreter. 

Dr.  Bergland,  executive  vice  president 
of  the  Methodist  Foundation  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  and  a  member  of 
the  Duke  University  Divinity  School 
faculty,  Durham,  N.C.  assessed  “What  is 
a  United  Methodist?"  in  the  July-August 
issue  of  the  magazine.  His  article  is  the 
first  of  seven  which  will  be  analyzing 
issues  expected  to  come  before  the  top 
legislative  body  of  the  church  meeting  in 
May. 

The  articles,  appearing  in  the 
magazine's  "News  &  Comment”  section 
through  the  March -April  issue,  are 
intended  to  “help  clarify  General 
Conference  issues  for  many  United  Meth¬ 
odists,”  according  to  Interpreter  editors. 

‘World  camp  meeting’ 
booked  for  bicentennial 

OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J.  —  A  “Great 
World  Camp  Meeting”  is  among  events 
planned  to  celebrate  the  bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism  in  1984 
More  than  5,000  are  expected  to  attend 
the  worldwide  evangelism  meeting  Aug. 
5-12  1984,  here  at  the  historic  Ocean 
Grove  Campsite,  said  officials  from  the 
World  Evangelism  Center.  Events  will 
include  nightly  worship  services,  daily 
Bible  study  with  preachers  from  six 
continents,  coffee  shops  and  a  “town 
meeting”  here. 

Health  and  Welfare  ministries 
opens  offices  in  Ohio 

LEBANON.  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  A 


national  association  of  United  Methodist 
health  and  welfare  ministries  has 
established  its  first  full-time  office  here 
with  its  first  full-time  director. 

The  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  (formerly 
known  as  the  National  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church)  will  have  its 
new  offices  at  Otterbein  Home,  a  United 
Methodist  retirement  facility.  The 
association  comprises  more  than  300 
facilities  throughout  the  nation, 
including  denominationally-related 
hospitals,  retirement  homes,  and 
facilities  for  children  and  youth. 

Symposium  to  focus 
on  women  and  health 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  A  symposium 
on  women  and  health  will  be  held  Nov.  9- 
12  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Program  Department  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Attending  the  symposium  will  be  up  to 
100  persons  from  various  units  of  the 
BGM,  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
the  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  and  a  few  other  interested 
organizations. 

UM  official  asks  Reagan 
to  back  affirmative  action 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  —  Concerns 
about  the  government’s  stance  on 
affirmative  action  are  raised  in  a  letter 
to  the  Reagan  Administration  from  a 
United  Methodist  Church  executive  here. 

"Our  society  is  still  in  need  of 
affirmative  action,”  asserts  the  Rev. 
George  Ogle  in  a  letter  to  White  House 
Chief  of  Staff  James  Baker.  Mr.  Ogle  is 
the  director  of  the  department  of  social 
and  economic  justice  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  The  letter  was  sent 
to  register  the  church’s  position  on 
affirmative  action  with  the 
administration. 


The  Reagan  Administration  has  been 
accused  by  several  groups  of  trying  to 
ease  affirmative  action,  most  recently 
because  of  regulation  proposals  by  the 
Department  of  Labor. 

Asian-American  named 
to  seminary  faculty 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  Dr.  Young  Ho 
Chun  will  join  the  faculty  of  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  here  this  September 
as  assistant  professor  of  theology.  He  is 
the  only  Asian-American  appointed  to 
full-time  faculty  teaching  status  in  a 
United  Methodist  seminary  in  the  U.S. 

Dr.  Chun  is  an  ordained  elder  in  the 
Northern  New  Jersey  conference.  Since 
1980  he  has  been  at  Kansas  Wesleyan 
University  as  the  assistant  professor  of 
philosophy  and  religion  and  director  of 
religious  life. 

TV  ministry  approved 
as  conference  specials 

DALLAS  —  Television  was  approved 
as  the  newest  missionary  of  the  gospel  by 
the  seven  annual  conferences  in  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  at  their  spring  meetings 
recently. 

Each  of  the  seven  conferences 
approved  a  request  by  the  Media 
Division  of  The  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  of  Texas  &  New 
Mexico  to  consider  the  new  Wesleyan 
Satellite  Network  (WSNet)  as  a 
Conference  Advance  Special. 

WSNet  is  the  telecommunications 
ministry  of  the  seven  annual  conferences 
operating  under  the  authority  of  The 
United  Methodist  Communications 
Council. 

Clark  College  gets  $305,000 
for  mass  communications 

ATLANTA  —  Clark  College  announced 
a  grant  of  $305,000  from  The  Pew 
Memorial  Trust  to  assist  in  support  of 
television-related  equipment  for  the 


Mass  Communications  Department. 

The  television-related  equipment  will 
be  housed  in  the  lower  level  of  the  Robert 
Woodruff-Atlanta  University  Center 
Library.  The  facility  includes  an 
industry-standard  television  production 
studio,  a  television  community  access 
facility,  as  well  as  journalism/public 
relations  classrooms  and  writing 
laboratories.  The  Mass  Communications 
facility  also  houses  the  college-owned 
radio  station,  WCLK-FM. 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Supreme  Court 
ruled  last  week  that  a  state  tax  deduction 
for  education  expenses  is  not 
unconstitutional  simply  because  parents 
of  children  in  private  schools  benefit 
directly  from  the  deduction. 

In  a  5-4  decision,  the  court  upheld  a 
Minnesota  law  allowing  parents  to 
deduct  certain  amounts  from  state 
income  taxes  for  tuition  and  other  school 
expenses. 

Supporters  of  the  Reagan  Adminis¬ 
tration’s  plan  to  provide  federal  income 
tax  credits  for  private  school  tuition  said 
that  the  ruling  helps  their  case  but 
acknowledged  that  it  still  leaves  some 
key  questions  unresolved. 

The  Minnesota  law,  enacted  in  1955, 
involved  tax  deductions,  not  tax  credits. 
A  deduction  is  not  the  same  as  a  credit, 
the  technical  difference  being  that  a 
deduction  is  entered  in  the  middle  of  the 
tax  form  and  reduces  gross  income 
before  the  tax  is  calculated.  A  credit  is 
figured  at  the  bottom,  after  the  tax  is 
determined.  Thus  a  $100  credit  provides 
a  bigger  tax  break  than  a  $100  deduction. 

The  Minnesota  law  also  includes  one 
key  element  that  has  been  central  to  its 
staying  power  —  the  deductions  are 
available  to  both  private  and  public 
school  parents.  As  originally  passed  in 
1955,  the  law  allowed  parents  to  deduct 
up  to  $200  for  tuition  and  transportation 
expenses  for  each  student.  In  1975,  the 
law  was  amended  to  increase  the 
deduction  to  $500  for  each  elementary 
student  and  $700  for  each  secondary 
student. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  William 
Rehnquist,  who  led  the  majority  opinion, 
emphasized  that  the  Minnesota  tax  aid 
was  not  an  unconstitutional  “establish¬ 
ment”  of  religion  even  though  near¬ 
ly  all  the  tax  benefits  go  to  parents 
with  children  in  parochial  school.  More 
than  95  percent  of  Minnesota’s  91,000 
private  school  students  attend  church- 
supported  schools,  and  few  of  the  820 
public  school  students  incur  deductible 
expenses. 

Justice  Rehnquist  said  that  an 
“essential  feature”  of  the  law  was  that 


the  education  deduction  was  “only  one 
among  many  deductions  —  such  as  those 
for  medical  expenses  and  charitable 
contributions  —  available  under  the 
Minnesota  tax  law.” 

In  contrast  to  the  Minnesota  law,  the 
Reagan  Administration  proposal,  which 
cleared  the  Senate  Finance  Committee 
recently,  does  not  cover  public  school 
expenses  and  operates  through  a  tax 
credit  rather  than  a  deduction. 

Pastor  appeals 
jury’s  verdict 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  court  of 
appeals  will  hear  the  appeal  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Lane  Butts,  former  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  here 
July  8-9. 

Mr.  Butts  was  found  guilty  in  April  by  a 
trial  jury  from  the  Alabama-West 
Florida  conference  of  what  the  “Book  of 
Discipline"  refers  to  as  “relationships 
and/or  behavior  which  undermines  the 
ministry  of  another  pastor.” 

Mr.  Butts  was  relieved  of  his  pastoral 
duties  and  authority  until  the  1985 
Alabama-West  Florida  conference 
sessions.  It  is  that  decision  which  he  is 
appealing. 

The  trial  was  convened  following  ac¬ 
cusations  by  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Norris  Jr.,  a 
former  associate  pastor  in  the  Mont¬ 
gomery  congregation.  Mr.  Norris  had 
contended  that  Mr.  Butts  used  “deceit 
and  deception”  in  ordering  him  to  sur¬ 
render  his  ministerial  credentials. 

Meanwhile  retired  Bishop  Carl  J. 
Sanders  has  been  appointed  as  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Montgomery  for  the  coming 
year.  Bishop  Sanders  has  served  as  in¬ 
terim  pastor  of  the  church  since  April. 

Joining  him  now  as  associate  pastors 
are  the  Rev.  Larry  Davis  and  the  Rev. 
Charles  Hale.  All  three  were  appointed 
by  the  Birmingham  area’s  resident  Bis¬ 
hop  Frank  Robertson  at  the  recent  annual 
conference  sessions. 

-SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new!  Christian  home 

THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189.  Nashville,  TN  37202 


Do  you  know  why  500,000 
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YOUNG 
READERS 
>—  BIBLE 


Because  . . . 

“Practically  everything  about  this  complete 
Bible  is  ‘special.’”  — Christian  Herald 

Here  is  the  entire  Revised  Standard  Version  in  an  8V2"  x 
11"  format,  along  with  introductions  to  each  book  and  sever¬ 
al  articles  on  how  to  read  and  use  the  Bible.  In  addition,  the 
Young  Reader's  Bible  contains  over  600  line  drawings,  12 
full  color  maps,  and  various  typefaces  for  easy  readability. 

"Anyone  who  plans  to  make  a  gift  of  a  Bible  to  a  young 
person  with  the  hope  that  it  will  be  used  rather  than  merely 
displayed,  wiH  want  to  know  about  the  Young  Reader ’• 
Bible."  —Pulpit  Digest 

C08-106700.  Hardbound  in  full  color  kivar,  $12.98; 

6  or  more,  each,  $9.95 


Cokesbury 


ORDER  PROM  THE  COKES  BURT 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  TOUR  AKKAi 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave..  South  •  P.O.  Bo*  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 


Por  Persons!  Service.  Shop  at  The*#  Cckesbory  Stores 
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Homer  V.  Bailes 


Bailes  Inducted  Into 
Country  Music  Hall  of  Fame 


On  June  8,  Homer  Bailes  and  his 
brothers  were  inducted  into  the  Country 
Music  Hall  of  Fame  “Walkway  of  Stars” 
at  Opryland  USA,  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Homer,  of  the  original  Bailes  Brothers 
of  Grand  Ole  Opry  and  Louisiana 
Hayride  fame,  says  that  he  was  quite 
young  when  he  strummed  his  first  guitar 
and  drew  his  bow  across  his  fiddle.  His 
mother  had  gotten  these  instruments  for 
him  and  his  brothers  to  play  and  sing  in 
local  Baptist  churches  as  well  as  other 
church  meetings  in  the  mountains  of 
West  Virginia.  Homer’s  dad  was  from  a 
long  line  of  Baptist  preachers  which 
continues  in  the  family  until  this  day. 


Homer,  however,  is  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  now  having  a  two-point  charge: 
Roanoke  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Roanoke,  Louisiana,  and  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  south  Crowley, 
Louisiana. 

After  their  early  start  on  West  Virginia 
radio  stations,  Homer  went  into  military 
service  in  World  War  II.  Upon  returning, 
he  joined  his  brothers,  Kyle,  Walter,  and 
Johnnie,  and  their  particular  style 
became  well  known  throughout  national 
and  international  country  music  circles. 

Homer  and  his  wife,  Mary  Margaret, 
are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  one 
deceased. 


Book  Note 


A  hunger  resource  worth  your  time 
is  a  book  called  The  Morality  of 
Scarcity:  Limited  Resources  and 
Social  Policy.  This  volume  consists  of 
selected  contributions  to  a  year-long 
series  of  discussions  held  at  the 
Louisiana  State  University  campus  in 
Baton  Rouge  during  the  1976-1977 
school  year.  Sponsored  by  the  Project 
on  Science  and  Social  Policy  at  the 
university,  the  presentations  have  to 
do  with  issues  concerning  global 
social  policy  and  human  responsi¬ 
bility. 

Some  of  the  chapters  are  more 


readable  than  others;  among  the 
better  contributions  are  Kenneth 
Boulding’s  “Ethics  on  the  Critique  of 
Preferences.”  Herman  Daly’s 
“Ethical  Implications  of  Limits  to 
Global  Development,”  John  Bennett’s 
‘‘Morality  and  Foreign  Policy,”  and 
Donald  Shriver’s  “Meditations  on 
Institutions.”  At  least  some  of  these 
essays  are  potentially  usable  in 
church  discussion  groups,  and  you 
should  know  that  Herman  Daily  is  one 
of  our  United  Methodist  laity  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

—  David  and  Susan  Trickett 


New  Archives  Center  in  Operation 


With  an  estimated  300  persons  in 
attendance  from  across  the  nation, 
United  Methodism’s  new  Archives  and 
History  Center  was  opened  formally  last 
fall  on  the  campus  of  Drew  University. 
Highlights  of  the  ceremony  included  a 
statement  by  President  Paul  Hardin  of 
Drew;  presentation  of  the  key  to  the 
structure  by  Philip  H.  Haselton,  who 
chairs  the  Drew  Trustees,  to  Bishop  L. 
Scott  Allen,  Charlotte,  N.C.,  president  of 
the  Commission  on  Archives  and' 
History,  and  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield, 
Houston,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops;  and  presentation  of  a 
Bicentennial  bell  from  Bishop  Monk 
Bryan,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  representing 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  $2.75  million 
building  replaces  facilities  formerly 


located  in  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina,  and  will  house  archives, 
museum,  and  a  70,000  volume  library. 

It  was  necessary  to  build  the  new 
structure,  with  special  temperature 
control,  to  preserve  priceless  books  and 
documents.  It  represents  a  23a  million 
dollar  investment  by  Drew  University 
and  the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History. 

Mr.  Ernest  C.  Arnold  (lower  right 
corner  of  Archives  Building1)  has  been 
named  by  Bishop  Shamblin  as  the 
Counselor/Representative  for  the 
Louisiana  funds  campaign  for  the 
Center.  He  may  be  contacted  at  4320 
General  Pershing,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  70125,  and  his  phone  number  is 
504/821-5408. 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 


Religious  leaders  premature  in  call  for 
ban  on  genetic  germline 


research . Page  2 

Polish  Protestants  have 
first  meeting  with  Pope . Page  4 


Fellowship  of  UM  musicians,  artists  and 
liturgists  holds  bicentennial 


national  meet . Page  3 

Agencies  propose  revisions  in 
‘Book  of  Discipline’ . Page  4 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Dr.  Holbert’s  International 
Lessons  Continued  on  Satellite 

On  WestarlV 

Dr.  John  Holbert,  of  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  will  continue  his  series  on  the 
International  Sunday  School  Lessons.  “Personalities  of  The  Old  Testament”  will  be 
featured  on  the  following  schedule: 


July  12 

Channel  19 

July  19 

Channel  1 1 

July  26 

Channel  23 

August  2 

Channel  11 

August  9 

Channel  19 

August  16 

Channel  11 

August  23 

Channel  11 

August  30 

Channel  11 

The  time  is  7:30  to  8:00  p.m.  on  Westar  IV.  The  lesson  may  also  be  picked  up  each 
Sunday  morning  from  9:30-10:00  a.m.  on  Satcom  3,  Channel  18  (The  Alternate  View 
Network). 

National  Programming 
From  UM  Communications 


On  Satcom  3,  Channel  1 H 


Journeys  —  Into  Date 

The  Bible  6-6:30  p.m. 

Blessed  Are  the  Merciful :  July  17 

The  Jewish  View 

Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

Blessed  Are  the  Merciful :  July  24 

The  Christian  View 

Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

Blessed  Are  the  Merciful :  July  31 

The  Muslim  View 

Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  Demand  for  Justice:  Aug.  7 

The  Jewish  View 

Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  Demand  for  Justice:  Aug.  14 

The  Christian  View 

Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  Demand  for  Justice:  Aug.  21 

The  Muslim  View 

Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  Faith  Community :  ^Ug  28 

The  Jewish  View 

Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 


Journeys  —  In  Christian  Growth 
6:30-7 :00p.m. 

Learning  Centers 

The  Other  School  System  Series 


Group  Communication 

The  Other  School  System  Series 


Discipline 

The  Other  School  System  Series 


Different  Ways  of  Learning 

The  Other  School  System  Series 

Goal  Setting 

The  Other  School  System  Series 


Evaluation 

The  Other  School  System  Series 


Faith  Development 

The  Other  School  System  Series 


NBC-TV  Documentary 
To  Feature  Russian  Church 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Americans 
will  get  an  extended  view  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  in  the  Soviet  Union  if 
they  watch  an  NBC-TV  documentary  to 
be  shown  July  17  and  July  24. 

By  coincidence,  the  second  hour-long 
segment  will  be  screened  as  delegates 
from  that  church,  with  more  than  900 
other  delegates,  are  attending  opening 
day  ceremonies  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Assembly  in  Vancouver, 
Canada. 

The  two-part  program,  titled  “The 
Church  of  the  Russians,”  was  shot  by  an 
NBC  film  crew  in  five  key  religious 
centers  last  summer.  The  enterprise  is  a 
result  of  cooperation  between  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  USA  and 
NBC. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Rigdon,  a  professor 
at  Chicago’s  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary  who  did  some  of  the  inter¬ 
views  and  narrates  the  documentary, 
said:  “The  program  is  not  a  critical 
analysis  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 
Nor  is  it  an  analysis  of  the  human  rights 
situation  in  the  Soviet  Union  or  the  state 
of  religion  there.”  But  through  the  cam¬ 
era’s  view  of  worship  services  and  per¬ 
sonal  interviews  with  church  members 
and  leaders,  Americans  will  learn,  he 
said,  that  “there  are  millions  of  faithful 
Christians  in  the  Soviet  Union.” 


Billings  To  Teach 


‘The  World’s  Uprooted’ 


David  Billings  has  also  been  named  to 
the  faculty  of  the  School  of  Christian 
Mission,  to  be  held  at  Centenary  College 
July  15-17  and  28-21.  He  will  be  one  of  the 
instructors  for  "The  World's  Uprooted." 


Inside. . . 

Handbell  choirs  were  a 
popular  subject  at  the 
national  ‘get  together’ 
of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other 
Arts  last  week. 

See  story  on  page  3. 


in  the  Opelousas  Teachers’  Appreciation  Dinner  were,  left  to  right: 
Mrs.  Maxie  Sonnier,  Children’s  Ministry  Coordinator;  Mrs.  Eileen  Neher,  University 
United  Methodist  Church;  and  Mrs.  Joann  Duncan,  Education  Coordinator. 


Teachers’  Appreciation  Dinner 
Held  At  Opelousas 


“There  is  no  greater  reward  for  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  than  to  have  the 
privilege  of  placing  the  hand  of  a  child  in 
the  hand  of  God.  ”  This  was  one  of  the  bits 
of  inspiration  that  Mrs.  Eileen  Neher 
brought  to  the  Teachers’  Appreciation 
Dinner  at  the  Louisiana  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas  on  the 
evening  of  June  30. 

Mrs.  Neher  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
teachers  in  the  Sunday  Schools  of 
Louisiana  Methodism.  For  over  40  years 
she  has  taught  Sunday  School  and 
directed  Vacation  Bible  Schools  mostly 
at  the  University" United  Methodist 


Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Her  love  for 
children  and  commitment  to  their 
Christian  nurture  has  led  her  into  ways  of 
teaching  that  expect  the  best  of  the 
student  and  do  produce  results. 

Reverend  Bill  McCutcheon,  pastor  of 
the  church,  called  on  her  to  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  speaker  at  this  year’s  Teacher  Ap- 
reciation  Dinner. 

Mrs.  Joann  Duncan,  Education  Coordi¬ 
nator,  and  Mrs.  Maxie  Sonnier, 
Children’s  Ministry  Director,  presented 
gifts  to  the  teachers  and  to  Mrs.  Marjorie 
Cloutier,  the  1983  Vacation  Bible  School 
Director. 


New  Orleans-Houma  District 
Youth  Event  Draws  230 


With  230  in  attendance  at  the  first 
district-wide  youth  event  in  the  New 
Orleans-Houma  District,  a  happy 
problem  developed  —  175  had  been 
anticipated. 

St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Church  hosted  the  meeting  with  the 
following  churches  represented:  Luling, 
Bayou  Blue,  Belle  Chasse,  Boynton,  First 
Street,  Gretna,  Haven,  Jefferson,  Christ, 
Metairie.  Mt.  Zion,  People’s,  Rayne 
Memorial,  St.  Matthew’s  of  Metairie, 
Shaw  Temple  and  Williams. 

Betsy  Wilhite  is  the  District  Youth 


Coordinator.  Other  participants  were 
Rev.  Patterson  Culligan,  Conference 
Youth  Coordinator;  Dr.  William  Blakely, 
District  Superintendent  and  many  of  the 
pastors  of  the  district.  Paul  Guffey  of 
Baton  Rouge  entertained  with  a  musical 
program. 

Deaths 

Evanga  L.  Wallace,  widow  of  Rev. 
Thomas  R.  Wallace,  Sr.,  died  June  23. 

Sunshine  Young  Knight,  widow'  of  Rev. 
James  A.  Knight,  died  July  4. 


—  Conference  Calendar  — 

July- August,  1983 


July,  1983 

4-8  Training  Event,  Conference  Confirmation  Team,  FUMC,  Alexandria 
9-15  Laboratory  —  Seminar  Training  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
11-14  Pastor’s  School,  Centenary  College 
11-15  Jurisdictional  Youth  Ministry  Enterprise,  Centenary 
15-17  School  I,  School  of  Missions,  Centenary 

17- 21  Conference  on  Ecumenical  Missions,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

18- 21  School  II,  School  of  Missions,  Centenary 

26  Planning  and  Research  Committee.  10  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building 

August,  1983 

1-2  Disaster  Relief  Training  Event 

1-6  MYMO  ( Nat’l  Youth  Min.  Organ )  Biennial  Convocation,  Syracuse  Uni¬ 
versity,  New  York 
4-5  Disaster  Relief  Training  Event 

7-12  Laboratory  School,  Weekday  Teachers  of  Young  Children,  FUMC,  Plano, 
Texas 

23  Evangelism  Task  Force,  10:00  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building 
28  Christian  Education  Sunday 
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Editorial 


Genetic  research  and  the  will  of  God 


We  are  reluctant  to  question  a  position 
affirmed  by  59  well-known  religious 
leaders  from  virtually  every  point  on  the 
theological  spectrum.  This  reluctance  is 
heightened  by  the  group's  obviously 
sincere  desire  to  protect  our  planet's 
population  from  the  potentially 
disastrous  effects  of  “genetic 
engineering”  (seeUMR,  July  8) 

However,  the  group’s  proposal  that 
Congress  ban  all  scientific  experiments 
aimed  at  altering  the  genetic  traits 
which  are  passed  on  from  one  generation 
to  the  next  has  an  unpleasantly  familiar 
ring.  It  sounds  like  the  all-too-frequent 
resistance  of  church  leaders  across  the 
centuries  to  scientific  endeavors  which 
eventually  proved  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
human  life. 

In  fairness,  the  proposed  ban  is 
relatively  limited,  and  its  proponents 
have  no  intention  of  appearing  “anti¬ 
science"  or  “anti-progress.”  They 
distinguish  between  genetic  research 
performed  on  "body  cells’’  and  that 
which  would  alter  the  reproductive  or 
“germline”  cells,  and  oppose  only  the 
latter. 

Genetic  scientists  already  have 
successfully  altered  body  cells  to 
produce  insulin  and  other  products 
beneficial  to  humans.  The  results  of  such 
experimentation,  however,  cannot  be 
transmitted  from  one  generation  to 
another.  When  body  cells  die,  so  do  the 
altered  genes.  Hence  the  known  risks  of 
body  cell  changes  are  comparatively 
few. 

“Genetic  engineering”  on  reproduc¬ 
tive  cells,  however,  is  much  more  com¬ 
plex  and  has  not  as  yet  been  performed 
on  humans.  It  entails  changing  the  cells 
involved  in  human  reproduction,  i.e.,  a 
sperm,  egg  or  embryo.  Such  changes 
would  become  a  part  of  human  heredity, 
and  would  be  passed  on  to  future  genera¬ 
tions.  Since  it  might  take  two  or  three 
generations  to  learn  if  such  changes  are 
more  beneficial  than  detrimental,  the 
risks  of  “germline”  cell  research  are 
considered  to  be  far  greater  than  those 
of  body  cell  research. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Those  opposing  “germline”  experi¬ 
mentation  fear  it  could  lead  to  human 
life  being  “redesigned”  by  genetic 
scientists.  They  believe  such  efforts 
could  result  in  accidental  “pollution”  of 
the  human  family’s  gene  pool,  thereby 
threatening  the  eventual  extinction  of  the 
human  race. 

A  related  fear  is  that  genetic  scientists 
might  be  tempted  either  by  money  or 
power  to  produce  a  “biological  caste 
system,”  in  which  some  segments  of  the 
human  race  would  be  permanently 
subjugated  to  others. 

We  fully  agree  that  such  eventualities 
would  be  contrary  to  God’s  intention  for 
human  life.  Since  genetic  experimenta¬ 
tion  on  reproductive  cells  is  still  a  matter 
of  theoretical  discussion,  we  likewise 
agree  that  now  is  the  appropriate  time 
to  examine  such  risks  before  actual  re¬ 
search  occurs. 

We  believe,  however,  that  calling  for 
an  outright  ban  on  such  research  at  this 
time  is,  at  best,  premature.  We  regard 
scientific  inquiry  as  one  means  by  which 
humans  fulfill  the  responsibility 
entrusted  to  us  by  God  to  “exercise 
dominion”  over  the  rest  of  the  created 
order.  We  see  no  legitimate  basis  for 
closing  down  a  line  of  scientific  inquiry 
unless  we  are  convinced  by  factual 
evidence  that  its  risks  outweigh  its 
potential  gains.  Since  genetic  experi¬ 
mentation  has  not  yet  been  performed  on 
lower  forms  of  life  which  approximate 
the  human  genetic  structure,  we  have  no 
reliable  basis  for  predicting  the  actual 
risks,  if  any.  of  such  research. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  ban  on  genetic 
engineering  on  the  “germline”  cells 
would  significantly  reduce  the  hope  of 
eliminating  such  hereditary  diseases  as 
Downs  Syndrome  and  sickle  cell  anemia. 
The  logic  being  used  to  oppose  such 
experimentation  reminds  us  of  that  used 
in  earlier  times  by  some  church  leaders 
to  oppose  blood  transfusions,  abdominal 
surgery  and  organ  transplants  —  all  of 
which  have  proved  to  be  enormously 
beneficial  to  human  life. 

Instead  of  seeking  a  ban  on  any  aspect 


of  genetic  research  at  this  time,  we 
believe  Christians  should  look  for  more 
positive  ways  to  relate  religious  truth  to 
scientific  endeavors. 

We  should,  for  example,  support  the 
passage  of  federal  legislation  which 
would  create  some  type  of  independent 
oversight  body  to  develop  and  enforce 
guidelines  governing  genetic  experi¬ 
mentation.  The  makeup  and  orientation 
of  that  body  should  reflect  society’s 
pluralism,  and  include  not  only  the  view¬ 
points  of  scientists  but  also  the  best 
insights  of  Christian  theology,  ethics, 
and  other  non-scientific  disciplines. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  encourage 
genetic  scientists  to  pursue  their 
research  slowly,  cautiously  and  on  non¬ 
human  subjects.  Such  an  approach 
should  enable  us  to  determine  whether  or 
not  the  fears  of  those  who  presently 
oppose  genetic  engineering  on  humans 
are  well  founded.  We  believe  a  call  by 
church  leaders  for  carefully  controlled 
genetic  experimentation  is  far  more 
appropriate  to  our  vocation  as  Christians 
than  one  which  wrongly  implies  that  the 
discoveries  of  science  and  the  truth  of 
religion  are  inherently  in  conflict. 


Here  I  Stand 


Efforts  to  redress  the  suffering 
of  Japanese- Americans  unneeded 


^Sometimes. . .  to  claim, 
to  havc'it  made’' 
j§to  have  missed  it' 
attcs&tf\er/// 

S*" _ 


By  MAS  ODOI 

Christian  America  has  ALWAYS 
maintained  a  high  level  of  conduct  since 
its  birth  200  years  ago.  Purported  evils  of 
the  past,  such  as  slavery,  Indian  wars, 
and  the  evacuation  of  Japanese 
Americans  from  the  Pacific  Coast  during 
World  War  II  are  understandable  human 
mistakes,  when  the  whole  truth  is 
brought  out. 

Recently  the  Commission  of  Wartime 
Relocation  and  Internment  of  Civilians 
has  issued  a  report,  labelling  the 
evacuation  as  a  "grave  injustice” 
brought  on  by  “race  prejudice,  war 
hysteria,  and  failure  of  political 
leadership."  As  a  former  evacuee  and 
Purple  Heart  veteran  of  the  442nd 
Regimental  Combat  Team,  may  I  briefly 
point  out  the  following: 

1.  Thousands  of  Japanese  Americans 
enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Army  from  relocation 
centers  during  that  period  and  served 
with  distinction  in  the  European  and 
Pacific  theater  of  war.  The  442nd  RCT, 
with  a  normal  complement  of  4,500  men, 
received  over  15,000  citations,  including 
9,486  Purple  Hearts.  Sadao  Munemori 
from  California  won  the  Congressional 
Medal  of  Honor,  posthumously.  What 
prompted  these  men,  dispossessed  of 
property,  freedom,  and  rights  of 
citizenship,  to  demonstrate  such 
devotion  to  America? 

2.  A  devastating  surprise  attack,  like 
the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor  by  Japan, 
will  arouse  disaffection  against  any 
nationality  —  white  or  non-white.  It  is 
stretching  the  point  to  call  this  normal 
reaction  “racism.” 

3.  It  is  a  harsh  fact  of  life  that  in  a  war 
for  survival  hate  campaigns  must  be 
instituted  to  unify  the  country  and  trans¬ 
form  millions  of  peace-loving  young  men 
into  do-or-die  heroes  To  dismiss  this 
superpatriotism,  which  enabled  us  to 
gain  the  victory,  as  “war  hysteria”  is 
unseemly. 


‘Biblically-based  social  participation’  needed 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  frustration 
at  the  ongoing  misunderstanding  over 
prayer  in  the  schools  and  “separation  of 
church  and  state”  as  per  the  article 
headlined  "Prayer  amendment  hearings 
are  urged  by  religious  leaders”  (UMR, 
June  24). 

First,  so  much  has  been  said 
concerning  the  right  of  children  to  pray 
in  public  schools  that  if  individual  etitifeh 
members  have  not  overwhelmingly 
expressed  support  for  the  amendments 
by  now,  we  need  to  begin  re-educating 
ourselves  on  matters  of  stewardship  and 
the  responsibilities  God  has  entrusted  to 
us  as  citizens  of  “one  nation  under  God.” 

Perhaps  the  matter  of  “separation  of 
church  and  state”  would,  clarify  our  role. 
I  defy  anyone  to  produce  a  document  of 
the  Founding  Fathers  construing  any 
such  doctrine.  It  is  frightful  that  because 
many  people  have  heard  a  particular 
phrase  or  feel  a  particular  way,  it  is 
taken  as  fact.  Few  take  the  time  to 
examine  its  veracity. 

The  “separation  of  church  and  state” 
doctrine  is,  however,  to  be  found  in  the 
Soviet  constitution:  “Art.  124.  In  order  to 
ensure  to  citizens  freedom  of  conscience, 
the  church  in  the  U  S  S  R,  is  separated  from 
the  State,  and  the  school  from  the  church. 
Freedom  of  religious  worship  and  freedom 
of  antireligious  propaganda  is  recognized 
for  all  citizens.”  Of  course  “freedom  of 
religious  worship”  excludes  anything 
outside  the  confines  of  church  walls. 

I  would  wish  the  conviction  would  take 
hold  that  we,  as  United  Methodists,  are  a 
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people  destined  for  a  providential  role  in 
domestic  and  international  affairs.  It  is 
past  time  we  become  convinced  of  the 
inherent  need  for  biblically-based  social 
participation. 

Bill  Cooke 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Immigration  advocates 
misuse  ‘strangers’  verse 

To  the  Editor  : 

This  concerns  the  immigration  article 
headlined  “Immigration:  how  much  is 
enough?”  in  the  Reporter  for  June  24. 

When  will  clergymen  and  laymen  stop 
taking  portions  of  the  Bible  and  twisting 
and  turning  them  to  suit  their  purposes? 
The  "strangers”  referred  to  in  many 
parts  of  the  Bible  refer  to  individuals 
here  and  there,  and  oftentimes  only  to 
fellow  Jews  and  other  <  familiars. ) 

The  Jews  in  the  Old  Testament  never 
advocated  welcoming  the  whole  world  to 
their  nation  as  “strangers.”  Paul 
likewise  urged  the  Christian  to  welcome 
strangers,  but  I  am  sure  he  never  meant 
to  open  a  one-family  home  with  five 
rooms  to  a  thousand  people  as  a  gesture 
of  Christian  love.  How  our  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board  and  others  do  distort  the  Bible! 

We  are  not  talking  about  Israel  in  the 
first  century  with  a  sparse  population. 
We  are  talking  about  1983  with  billions  of 
people.  As  Puck  said,  “What  fools  these 
mortals  be.” 

These  Global  Ministries  people  remind 
me  of  a  captain  who  had  great  Christian 
compassion  and  who  could  not  bear  to 
leave  some  behind.  Therefore,  he  kept 
putting  people  in  his  boat  built  for  200  and 
refused  to  keep  anyone  off.  When  the 
700th  or  800th  person  got  on,  the  boat 
sank  and  all  perished.  So  be  it! 

Edward  G.  Desborough 
Brooklyn,  New  York 
Sweepstakes  editorial 
point  of  view  challenged 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  agree  with  the  theme  of  your 
editorial  on  sweepstakes  that  cautions 
against  greed,  smugness,  and  reliance 
upon  Lady  Luck  ( see  UMR,  May  27 ) . 

Taking  your  suggestion  to  consider 
whether  promotional  sweepstakes  can 
ever  be  consistent  with  Christian 
principles,  I  would  submit,  however,  that 
if  we  as  Christians  believe  that  all  we 
have  ultimately  comes  from  God,  it 
would  seem  presumptuous  of  us  to 
attempt  to  tell  God  by  what  means  we 
will  or  will  not  accept  it. 

As  for  receiving  “something -for- 
nothing."  is  it  not  a  Christian  teaching 
that  God’s  grace  and  gifts  are  freely 
given  to  all  who  accept  them  by  faith  and 
not  something  which  must  be  earned? 

As  Christians  we  do  not  trust  in  luck 
but  in  God  as  our  only  sure  and  lasting 
security.  We  recognize  God  as  the  source 
of  not  only  our  salvation  but  also  our 
substance.  Indeed,  we  are  taught  to  pray, 
“Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread."  We 
should  not  try  to  limit  the  means  of 
delivery. 

James  L.  Balliet 
Dallas,  Texas 

Columnist’s  words 
inspiring,  timely 

To  the  Editor: 

Today  is  June  20  and  I  am  praying  for 
Carolyn  Scarr.  She  has  participated  in 
the  International  Day  of  Disarmament 
and  will  perhaps  have  been  arrested  for 
her  civil  disobedience  at  the  Livermore 
Laboratory. 


In  her  June  10  “My  Witness"  column, 
Ms.  Scarr  eloquently  stated  the  purpose 
for  this  action.  Her  words  are  inspiring 
and  timely  for  me:  “We  cannot  expect  to 
oppose  the  power  of  death  in  this  world 
while  remaining  in  the  perilous  safety  of 
our  comfortable  lives.  We  must  become 
vulnerable  in  order  to  invoke  the 
humanity  in  those  whose  actions  we 
oppose,  in  order  to  invoke  God  in  them.  ” 

Between  the  3rd  and  8th  of  July  I  joined 
over  100  U.S.  citizens  from  almost  every 
state  in  an  Action  for  Peace  in 
Nicaragua.  Activities  included  a  prayer 
vigil  at  the  border,  educational  seminars 
on  the  roles  of  the  church  and  women  in 
Nicaragua  organized  by  CEPAD  (an 
ecumenical  group  with  which  United 
Methodist  missionaries  work),  meetings 
with  government  and  opposition  leaders 
and  a  candlelight  vigil  at  the  U.S. 
Embassy  in  Managua 

The  primary  goal  of  this  trip  was  to 
highlight  growing  opposition  in  this 
country  to  the  U.S.  policy  in  Central 
America  and  specifically  our  undeclared 
war  against  Nicaragua.  My  personal 
goals  are  to  learn  firsthand  about  the 
situation  there,  to  encourage  reconcili¬ 
ation  between  the  people  of  Nicaragua 
and  the  U.S.  and  to  pray  for  peace. 
Please  pray  with  me. 

Have  salt  in  yourselves  and  be  at  peace 
with  one  another  (Mark  9:50). 

Christine  Clark 

Baltimore,  Maryland 
Tax-exemption 
ruling  dangerous 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter’s  editorial  headlined 
“  ‘Tax  exemptions,’  ‘religious  freedom’ 
not  synonymous  rights”  (UMR,  June  17), 
like  other  comments  upon  the  recent 
Supreme  Court  decision  in  the  Bob  Jones 
University  and  Goldsboro  School  cases, 
wholly  misses  the  point.  The  question, 
not  addressed  by  the  editorial  and 
glossed  over  by  the  Court,  was  and 
continues  to  be  “Where,  in  the  absence  of 
a  Congressional  directive,  did  the  I.R.S, 
get  the  authority  to  define  the  tax  policy 
of  the  United  States?  " 

Your  editorial  observes  that  religious 
bodies  are  still  free  to  discriminate  but 
must  be  prepared  to  pay  the  price  of  tax 
exemption  if  they  do  so.  You  are 
evidently  unaware,  or  have  overlooked, 
that  only  a  very  few  years  ago  the  I.R.S. 
proposed  a  regulation  which  would  deem 
to  be  practicing  discrimination  any 
school  whose  constituency  reflected  less 
racial  minority  make-up  than  the 
community  served  by  that  school,  unless 
the  school  could  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  I.R.S.  that  discrimination  was  not 
its  intent.  I  might  add  that  the  I.R.S.  has 
not  abandoned  its  intent  to  utilize  this 
approach,  but  has  merely  postponed  it. 

If  the  I.R.S.  can,  on  its  own,  determine 
that  tax  exemption  is  inappropriate  for 
schools,  including  religious-sponsored 
schools,  which  fail  its  non-discrimination 
test,  is  anything  to  prevent  their  treating 
churches  in  the  same  manner?  One  may 
quite  easily  envision  an  I.R.S. 
functionary  visiting  a  suburban  church, 
ascertaining  that  its  membership  is 
virtually  all-white  while  the  minority 
ratio  of  the  general  population  is 
perhaps  20  percent,  and  then  proceeding 
to  call  upon  the  minister  and  governing 
body  of  the  church  either  to  justify  such 
disparity  or  forfeit  the  right  of  its 
members  to  claim  a  tax  deduction  for 
their  contribution  to  it. 

Merely  pointing  out  that  the 


neighborhood  is  predominantly  white 
would  almost  assuredly  be  insuffient 
response.  The  next  question  would  be 
“What  affirmative  efforts  have  you 
made  to  enroll  minority  membership?” 
Other  questions  would  follow:  “Do  you 
offer  transportation  to  persons  residing 
in  the  ghetto  areas?”,  “Do  you  have  child 
care?”,  “Have  you  sought  minority 
persons  to  fill  your  responsible  staff 
positions? ”,  or  ‘HDo  you  pursue  a  style  of 
worship  which  would  make  your  church 
attractive  to  persons  of  minority  cultural 
heritage?” 

Probably  few  today  would  undertake  to 
defend  legally  imposed  segregation  by 
race,  for  which  we  can  rejoice.  It  is 
seriously  to  be  doubted,  however,  if 
anything  resembling  a  consensus  of  our 
people  looks  upon  the  total  assimilation 
of  every  racial  strain  as  a  national 
purpose  which  overrides  every  other 
concern  which  we  may  have.  Included  in 
the  latter  are  surely  the  education  of  our 
young  in  a  wholesome  environment 
conducive  to  learning  and  the 
maintenance  of  institutions  of  worship 
which  reflect  our  spiritual  beliefs,  values 
and  traditions. 

Milton  P.  Rice 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Irony  in  church’s 

social  stands 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  appreciation  for  your 
editorial  concerning  the  efforts  of  the 
tobacco  industry  to  make  smoking 
appeal  to  youth  (see  Reporter,  June  10). 
And  I  also  appreciated  Spurgeon 
Dunnam ’s  related  column  headlined 
“Belated  reflections  on  smoking  by  an 
ex-smoker.” 

One  of  the  ironies  to  me  has  been  that 
while  some  church  groups  have  been  out 
after  the  Nestle  company  that  the  same 
groups  have  been  strangely  silent  about 
what  the  tobacco  industry  is  doing  to  the 
health  and  lives  of  many  people.  Some 
time  ago  I  read  an  article  which  told 
about  the  large  campaign  the  tobacco 
industry  has  underway  to  get  people  to 
smoke  in  Third  World  countries.  When 
my  family  and  I  were  in  Europe  a  couple 
of  years  ago,  I  was  surprised  to  see  so 
many  ads  and  billboards  for  American 
cigarettes.  That  is  bad  enough,  but  it 
seems  particularly  unfortunate  what  the 
tobacco  industry  is  doing  in  Third  World 
countries  —  something  with  perhaps  far 
more  long  term  effects  than  anything 
Nestle  ever  did. 

Tom  Wilbanks 
Mesquite,  Texas 

Column  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  article  in  the  June 
3rd  issue  regarding  one  of  the  UMC’s 
“special  resources”  —  Dr.  Charles  Allen 
—  included  the  comment :  “The  church  is 
full  today  of  people  waiting  in  vain  for 
someone  to  challenge  them  to  give 
themselves  in  service  to  God  as  fully  as 
they  should.”  I  thoroughly  agree  with 
this,  and  hope  that  more  will  be  stressed 
in  future  issues  of  the  Reporter,  as  well 
as  in  literature  to  our  churches. 

Charles  L.  Allen  has  been  a  real 
inspiration  in  my  life  for  years,  through 
his  books  and  writings,  which  are  clearly 
stated  and  to  the  point.  One  of  his  books 
that  1  have  is  “All  Things  are  Possible 
Through  Prayer." 

God  bless  you,  as  you  help  others 
through  your  writings 

Carolyn  Gordon 
San  Gabriel,  California 


Unfortunately,  loyal  Japanese 
Americans  suffered  from  being 
identified  with  the  enemy,  because  they 
had  been  too  young  to  have  established 
their  loyalty. 

4.  Workaholic  Japanese  farmers 
offered  tough  competition,  especially 
during  the  Great  Depression;  so 
agricultural  interests  combined  with 
nationalistic  groups  to  raise  such  a  hue- 
and-cry  about  evacuating  Japanese  that 
it  was  seriously  hampering  the  war 
effort. 

5.  There  was  real  danger  of  kamikaze 
soldiers  making  commando  raids  on  the 
expanse  of  our  poorly  defended  Pacific 
Coast  and  causing  extensive  damage  and 
loss  of  life.  The  ease  with  which  Japanese 
armies  attacked  and  conquered  Allied 
strongholds  thousands  of  miles  apart, 
simultaneously,  proved  their  capability 
of  doing  so. 

Position  was  untenable 

6.  Many  Japanese  breadwinners  had 
lost  their  jobs  or  were  interned ;  so  their 
families  were  suffering  economic 
hardship.  There  were  cases  of  attacks 
against  Japanese,  including  a  few  who 
were  shot  on  their  farms  by  non- 
Caucasians.  Their  position  in  hotbeds  of 
anti-Orientalism,  like  California,  would 
have  become  untenable  as  the  progress 
of  the  war  brought  increasing  casualties. 

A  frequently  overlooked  consideration 
is  that  schoolchildren,  who  must  face 
hostility  daily,  would  have  suffered 
irreparable  psychological  damage  in  the 
long  years  of  the  war. 

According  to  the  Commission  on 
Wartime  Relocation  and  Internment  of 
Civilians  report,  “  ‘protective  custody’  is 
not  an  acceptable  rationale  for 
exclusion.”  From  a  practical  point  of 
view,  however,  it  may  have  been  the 
prudent  thing  to  do. 

7.  The  government  had  the  right  to 
detain  Japanese  immigrants,  because 
they  were  technically  “enemy  aliens.” 
The  large  majority  of  Japanese 
Americans  were  minors;  so  they  would 
have  to  accompany  their  parents.  The 
adult  citizens  may  have  been  included  in 
the  removal  order  because  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  deemed  it  a 
practical  necessity. 

8.  Clearly,  the  purpose  of  the 
evacuation  was  to  move  everyone  of 
Japanese  ancestry  from  the  Pacific 
Coast  to  be  resettled  to  the  east  —  NOT  to 
detain  them  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 
The  “relocation  centers"  in  which  they 
were  gathered  certified  their  loyalty  to 
insure  acceptance  in  the  new 
communities  to  which  they  moved. 

The  derogatory,  misleading  term, 
“concentration  camp.”  used  by 
proponents  of  redress,  gives  a  totally 
false  picture  of  these  centers.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  evacuees,  including  loyal 
Japanese  nationals,  moved  to  permanent 
homes  outside  the  restricted  zones.  The 
War  Relocation  Authority  made  every 
effort  to  make  the  residents  as 
comfortable  as  possible,  despite 
shortages  caused  by  our  defense  effort. 

When  the  war  was  over.  Dillon  S. 
Myer,  Director  of  WRA,  was  honored  by 
former  evacuees  for  his  humanitarian 
work  on  their  behalf. 

Evacuees  accepted  removal 

9.  There  are  clear  indications  that  the 
evacuees  themselves  accepted  the  inevi¬ 
tability  of  their  removal  from  the  Pacific 
Coast,  given  the  climate  of  the  times : 

a.  Out  of  110,000  evacuees,  only  one 
person,  Fred  T.  Korematsu,  resisted  the 
order  to  move. 

b.  40  years  elapsed  between  the  event 
and  the  clamor  for  redress,  because 
there  was  little  active  support  from  the 
victims  themselves  —  the  Japanese 
immigrants  (Isseis)  and  their  American 
children  (Niseis).  It  had  to  await  the 
maturation  of  the  third  generation 
(Sanseis)  and  the  younger  Niseis,  whose 
indignation  at  reading  about  the 
“mistreatment”  of  their  parents  and 


grandparents,  provided  the  impetus  for 
the  redress  movement. 

c.  Views  of  moderate  Japanese 
Americans  are  not  being  heard  because 
of  intimidation  by  the  extremists. 

Humiliation  not  minimized 

All  of  the  above  does  not  minimize  the 
shock  and  humiliation  felt  by  innocent 
Japanese  Americans  on  being  declared 
“national  security  risks,”  uprooted  from 
their  homes,  and  confined  behind  barbed 
wires  like  criminals.  Even  decades  later, 
the  traumatic  pain  of  rejection  and 
disillusionment  smoulders  in  the 
subconscious  like  latent  volcanos,  ever 
ready  to  erupt  into  tears. 

All  families  sustained  considerable 
financial  losses,  for  which  they  were 
inadequately  compensated.  Some 
suffered  heartrending  tragedies  as  a 
result  of  the  evacuation.  Nevertheless, 
undaunted  youths  —  many  still  in  their 
teens  —  joined  the  442nd  RCT  and 
dramatized  as  never  before  that 
“Americanism  is  a  matter  of  heart  and 
mind  not  of  race  or  ancestry !  ’ ' 

It  is  understandable  that  William  M. 
Hohri’s  bitterness  at  the  internment  of 
his  Methodist  father,  the  Rev.  Daisuke 
Hohri,  has  caused  him  to  institute  a  class 
action  suit,  seeking  $25  billion  for  the 
evacuation.  But  his  action,  as  referred  to 
in  the  Reporter  earlier  this  year,  repre¬ 
sents  a  microscopic  minority. 

Japanese  Americans  rose  from  total 
poverty,  caused  by  the  war.  to  a  position 
of  affluence  and  respect  within  two 
decades.  The  vast  majority  are  deeply 
thankful  that  their  faith  in  America  and 
the  American  people,  tested  during  the 
despairing  years  of  the  1940’s,  has  been 
redeemed  beyond  their  fondest  dreams ! 

“God  bless  America,  my  home,  sweet 
home!” 

Readers'  comments  on  the  evacuation 
or  redress,  as  individuals  or  as  poll  of 
church  groups,  would  be  appreciated. 
Please  send  them  to  me  c/o  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

“Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor.  Mas  Odoi.  is  a  member  of 
Hope  UMC  in  Torrance,  California 
(Pacific  Southwest  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader,may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 

Mr  Witness 

Following  Jesus 
should  be  simple 

By  GRACE JACKSON 

Knowing  and  following  the  Lord  Jesus 
need  not  be  complicated.  He  who  walked 
dusty  roads,  ate  fish  at  the  lake  shore  and 
held  little  children,  asked  not  for  persons 
with  complicated  theologies  as  followers. 
He  asked  only  for  a  willingness  to  leave 
all  and  follow  him. 

As  an  expression  of  this  simplicity,  I 
offer  these  lines: 

Three  Small  Rooms 
Three  small  rooms, 

Plain  and  simple. 

But  so  full  of  love 
They  become  a  palace. 

Two  simple  souls 
Bent  on  being  honest 
With  each  other; 

Beloved;  become  royalty! 
a  happy  morning. 

Sharing  common  bread 
And  a  glass  of  fresh  milk; 

Friends  celebrate  communion. 

This  week's  contributor,  Grace  Jack- 
son  is  a  member  of  Marshalville  UMC  in 
Marshalville,  Ohio  (East  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Have  you  received 
your  special 
Cokesbury 
Promotion  Day 
Bible  mailing? 


Promotion  Day  is 
just  around  the  corner, 
so  no  doubt  you’re 
planning  for  it  now. 
Therefore,  you'll  be  interested 
in  a  special  mailing  Cokesbury  has  sent 
your  way.  In  it  is  a  brochure  detailing  all 
the  colorful  Promotion  Day  items  available 
from  Cokesbury —  •  certificates  •  plaques 
•  pins  and  bars  •  promotion  Bibles 

If  you  haven't  received  your  mailing  yet,  just  request  one  from 
your  Cokesbury  store  or  Cokesbury  Service  Center. 


1661  North  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 


order  reote  t»«*  cokcmunv  service  cent**  serving  tour  area: 

201  Eighth  Ave .  South  1635  Adnan  Road 

PO  Box  801  Burlingame.  CA  94010 

Nashville,  TN  37202 


For  Personal  Service,  Shop  at  These  Cokesbury  Stores 

Atlanta  a  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Charleston  a  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  e  Columbia 
Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton  •  Denver/Englewood  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Fort  Worth 
Harrisburg  •  Houston  e  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville  •  Little  Rock  •  Memphis 
Miami  a  Nashville  •  North  Canton  e  Park  Ridge  •  Pasadena  •  Philadelphia/King  of  Prussia 
Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond  •  San  Francisco-’Burlingame  •  Syracuse  •  Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
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UMC’s  ‘grassroots’ 
flag  top  concerns 
in  votes  on  issues 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

What  issues  in  the  church  and  in 
socjety  are  of  most  widespread  concern 
among  grassroots  United  Methodist 
leaders  this  year? 

If  actions  taken  this  spring  by  UM 
annual  conferences  are  a  fair 
representation,  clergy  and  lay  leaders  in 
local  congregations  are  highly  concerned 
about: 

•  The  contemporary  problems  of  nu¬ 
clear  weaponry  and  Central  American 
violence. 

•  The  historic  Methodist  social  concern 
for  alcohol  and  gambling. 

•  The  “in-church"  matters  such  as 
ordaining  ministers,  building  new 
churches  and  ensuring  accountability  of 
higher  church  agencies  (see  Reporter, 
July  8). 

Indicators  of  the  mood  of  local  church 
leaders  are  provided  each  year  as  clergy 
and  lay  representatives  from  each  of 
some  39,000  UM  congregations  meet  in 
the  73  U.S.  annual  conferences. 

Debate  and  votes  on  numerous 
resolutions  are  common  in  most 
conferences.  However,  they  don’t  all 
consider  the  same  subjects,  follow  the 
same  procedures  or  attach  the  same 
significance  to  the  resolutions.  The  fact 
that  a  conference  didn’t  consider  a 
particular  topic  could  be  merely  because 
it  ran  out  of  time  before  all  written 
resolutions  could  be  considered . 

The  following  summary  of  annual 
.  conference  actions  is  based  on  informal 
reports  from  each  conference  collected 
by  United  Methodist  News  Service  and 
Newscope, .the  weekly  UM  newsletter. 

Nuclear  consensus  emerges 

The  two  most  considered  topics  were 
the  question  of  whether  to  ban  practicing 
homosexuals  from  ordination  (see 
Reporter,  July  1)  and  peace-related 
matters. 

More  than  40  conferences  took  action 
on  each. 

Among  conferences  dealing  with  the 
nuclear  weapons  freeze,  all  but  a  couple 
supported  a  verifiable  plan  in  which  the 
U.S.  and  Soviet  Union  would  cease 
making  and  deploying  additional  nuclear 
weapons.  The  Western  North  Carolina 
conference  was  reported  as  calling  on  the 
U.S.  government  to  unilaterally  take  the 
first  step  in  a  “freeze." 

Support  for  the  “freeze"  came  fairly 
evenly  from  qll  regions  of  the  nation. 

AtJbut  10  conferences  specifically 
called  for  a  halt  to  all  nuclear  testing, 
with  some  especially  asking  that  the 
Pacific  islands  be  spared  the  testing. 

Several  conferences  commended  the 
Catholic  bishops’  pastoral  letter  on 
nuclear  arms  and  urged  their  members 
to  study  it. 

A  half-dozen  conferences  pledged 
support  for  United  Methodists  who 
conscientiously  refuse  to  register  for  the 
draft.  Three  of  them  also  noted  their 
support  for  United  Methodists  who  agree 
to  serve  in  the  armed  forces. 

A  few  conferences  affirmed  various 
forms  of  civil  disobedience  such  as  tax¬ 
withholding  and  illegal  demonstrations 
to  protest  the  current  level  of  military 
expenditures. 

Latin  America  policies  opposed 

Civil  disobedience  received  even  more 
significant  support  concerning 
Salvadorans  and  Guatemalans  who  have 
illegally  entered  the  United  States.  Ten 
conferences  were  reported  as 
encouraging  their  congregations  either 
to  break  U.S.  law  and  provide 
“sanctuary"  for  the  undocumented 
refugees  or  to  consider  doing  that. 

At  least  23  conferences  considered  U.S. 
involvement  in  Central  America,  and 
nearly  all  expressed  disapproval. 

Some  also  noted  their  disapproval  of 
other  governments’  intervention.  In 
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addition,  the  Maine  and  Western  New 
York  conferences  included  a 
condemnation  of  the  Soviet  Union’s 
intervention  in  Afghanistan. 

No  conference  was  reported  as 
supporting  the  current  U.S.  policies  for 
Central  America. 

Gambling  loses  by  big  odds 

The  rising  fever  in  many  states  to 
legalize  various  forms  of  gambling  was 
reflected  by  the  dozen  conferences  which 
considered  the  issue. 

All  stated  unequivocal  opposition  to 
gambling.  The  Virginia,  North  Georgia, 
Nebraska  and  North  Carolina 
conferences  pledged  a  fight  against  a 
state  lottery. 

The  Kansas  West,  South  Carolina  and 
North  Georgia  conferences  opposed 
legalized  pari-mutuel  betting.  The  North 
Dakota  leaders  voted  that  no  conference 
meeting  can  occur  in  a  facility  which  has 
gambling. 

Some  10  conferences  asked  for  more 
denominational  involvement  with  the 
problems  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

Northern  New  Jersey  and  Kentucky 
petitioned  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
create  a  standing  commission  on  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse.  Other  conferences 
recommended  raising  the  legal  drinking 
age.  more  strictly  enforcing  drinking 
laws  and  banning  liquor  ads  on  TV. 

Abortion  was  the  only  social  issue  on 
which  United  Methodist  representatives 
sent  significantly  divided  signals. 

About  a  half-dozen  conferences  re¬ 
affirmed  the  right  to  choose  an  abortion. 
And  a  half-dozen  asked  the  General 
Conference  to  narrow  the  denomination’s 
official  position  in  favor  of  that  choice. 

The  East  Ohio  and  Southern  Illinois 
conferences  asked  that  the  official 
position  condemn  abortion  when  done  for 
personal  convenience.  Kentucky  asked 
that  the  wording  oppose  “abortion  on 
demand, "  Wisconsin  and  Western 
Pennsylvania  asked  that  abortion  not  be 
used  as  a  form  of  birth  control. 

Divided  on  missional  priority 

When  the  1984  General  Conference 
decides  what— if  anything— should  be  the 
top  missional  concern  for  the  whole 
denomination  from  1985  through  1988,  it 
will  have  mixed  suggestions  from  the 
annual  conferences. 

Six  conferences  are  petitioning  the 
General  Conference  to  continue  the 
priority  of  strengthening  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church.  Three  others 
asked  that  that  be  a  major  emphasis. 

Four  want  “peace  with  justice"  to  be 
the  priority,  with  two  others  designating 
that  it  be  a  special  emphasis. 

And  five  conferences  want  the  priority 
to  be  a  joint  one  of  both  ethnic  churches 
and  peace  with  justice. 

One  wants  a  joint  peace  with  justice 
and  evangelism  priority,  one  prefers  that 
it  be  “family  life,"  and  another  has 
petitioned  that  “town  and  country" 
churches  become  the  next  priority. 

At  least  13  conferences  reported 
progress  on  major  fund-raising 
campaigns  to  build  new  churches. 

Beefing  up  pension  programs  for 
ministers  continues  to  be  a  top  priority 
within  annual  conferences,  according  to 
the  reports. 

At  least  seven  conferences  are  asking 
General  Conference  to  allow  annual 
conferences  to  set  up  some  sort  of 
“basic,"  “shared"  or  “equalized" 
salaries  for  ministers. 

The  Northern  Indiana  and  Southern 
Illinois  conferences  asked  General 
Conference  to  reject  any  restrictions 
proposed  by  a  special  task  force  on  the 
use  of  the  words  “Lord"  and  “King"  for 
God.  North  Georgia  representatives 
recommended  that  "biblical"  language 
be  used  for  God  but  that  “inclusive" 
language  be  used  for  persons. 
Yellowstone  (Montana  and  northwest 
Wyoming)  representatives  defeated  a 
petition  for  General  Conference  to 
disband  the  language  guidelines  task 
force. 
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The  accent  was  on  action  when  The  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship.  Music  and  Other  Arts  held  its  biennial  national  convocation  in 
Dallas  July  3-9.  But  much  of  the  action  centered  on  the  seriousness  with 
which  these  church  musicians,  artisans  and  liturgical  specialists  approach 


their  ministries. 

Youth  choir  rehearsals  were  under  the  direction  of  John  Strybos  of  Fort 
Worth.  The  choir  performed  in  one  worship  service. 
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Get-together  unites  worship ,  arts 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  One  United  Methodist 
newsperson  familiar  with  The 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts  describes 
it  as  "the  fun  group." 

And  indeed  the  600  or  so  choir 
directors,  pianists,  organists  and  other 
artisans  here  July  3-9  for  their  biennial 
national  convocation  did  seem  to  have 
fun. 

But  they  had  their  fun  amidst  an 
incredibly  full  agenda  of  workshops,  an 
awareness  that  much  of  the  church 
doesn’t  “resonate"  —  at  least  not  yet  — 
with  some  of  their  specialties  such  as 
handbells  or  liturgical  dance  or  dramatic 
arts.  They  also  have  an  uneasiness  over 
what  may  happen  to  the  diaconal  minis¬ 
try  where  many  members,  particularly 
the  musicians,  hold  their  professional 
ties  to  the  church. 

Dress  was  casual,  down  to  barefeet  on 
occasion,  and  almost  all  available  halls 
and  lecture  rooms  were  pressed  into  use 
at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  Highland 
Park  UMC. 

The  fun  and  fellowship  did  not  disguise 
the  seriousness  of  such  week-long  course 
titles  as  “Preaching  and  worship  in 
pluralistic  church"  or  “Sexist  language" 
or  “Preaching  on  particular  topics  and 
issues.”  including  “controversial  social 
issues. ’’ 

The  workshop  schedule  was  so 


comprehensive  that  hardly  anything 
which  happens  in  a  typical  United 
Methodist  church  on  a  given  Sunday 
would  not  have  been  covered,  except 
Christian  education.  And  the  reason  for 
that  is  simple  —  the  Christian  educators 
have  their  own  fellowship. 

Most  workshops  were,  by  definition, 
turned  inward  with  topics  like  “The 
Lectionary  in  Worship”  or  "Liturgical 
Planning.'’  But  that  very  “inwardness" 
would  have  given  almost  any  United 
Methodist  layperson  who  wandered  into 
a  session  a  feeling  of  sureness  and 
pleasure  that  topics  were  being 
discussed  by  the  professionals  in  charge 
of  directing  such  things  for  the 
denomination. 

Worship  has  mission  purpose 

The  most  overtly  outward-looking  work¬ 
shop  title  was  “Corporate  worship  and 
the  corporate  mission  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.”  It  was  led  by  Bishop  George  W.  Ba- 
shore  of  the  Boston  Area,  the  church’s 
youngest  bishop  and  an  accomplished 
musician  known  for  innovations  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  pastorates  before  his  election 
to  the  episcopacy  in  1980. 

Bishop  Bashore  identifies  one  issue  as 
being  how  United  Methodists  can  get 
their  middle  and  upper-middle  class 
constituencies  “sensitive  to  the  needs  of 
their  city  and  of  the  world.”  And  he  said 
that  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
corporate  worship,  though  he  cautioned 
exposure  to  those  needs  occurs  in 


not  to  “force  worship  to  carry  the  whole 
load.”  Other  arenas  such  as  Christian 
education  and  planning  retreats  are  also 
useful,  he  said. 

He  said  that  the  church,  on  the  whole, 
“is  doing  little  to  meet  the  hurts  and 
needs  of  the  world."  The  bishop  said  the 
worshipping  community  should  lay 
“human  demands  for  action”  on  persons 
as  the  imperative  and  opportunity  to 
respond  to  the  Gospel 

The  goal,  he  said,  is  to  change  the 
image  of  the  church  and  of  worship  as  “a 
nice  place  to  be  but  not  related  to  the  rest 
of  the  week.” 

"Mission  strategy,"  he  said,  “doesn't 
happen  in  worship  but  it  can  be 
reinforced  in  symbols  of  music,  banners, 
dance  and  the  liturgy  ." 

The  workshop  on  "sexist  language’ 
heard  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Stookey  of 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  remind 
that  “all  talk  about  God  is  an 
approximation."  As  an  illustration  he 
used  the  opening  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer: 

“Our  Father  (an  approximate  name 
for  God),  hallowed  (holy)  be  your  name 
( Which  is  so  holy  we  don’t  even  know 
your  real  name)  .  . 

He  also  talked  about  practical 
problems  in  understanding  the  holy 
Trinity,  particularly  in  any  efforts  to 
move  away  from  the  Father-Son-Holy 
Ghost  language  One  current  popular 
substitute,  he  said,  would  make  that 
phrase  read  "creator,  redeemer, 
sustainer."  But  he  noted  that  this 


describes  functions,  not  the  persons  of 
the  Trinity 

Emphasis  on  practical  skills 

But  in  the  nature  of  this  cafeteria-style 
convocation,  while  one  workshop  looked 
at  “oughtness"  and  another  at  “sexist 
language,”  still  others  were  more 
concerned  with  intermediate  handbells 
or  choral  technique  or  “Piano  —  help  or 
hindrance ‘v’ 

Nationally-ranked  technicians  and 
clinicians  in  piano,  organ,  choral  music, 
solo  literature,  keyboard  accompanying 
and  other  artistic  areas  shared  their 
expertise  gladly.  Most  manifestations  of 
the  fellowship’s  interests  —  worship, 
music  and  other  arts  —  were  displayed  in 
worship  celebrations  in  either  the  host 
church’s  spacious  sanctuary  or  in  the 
more  intimate  Perkins  chapel 

Regarding  the  fellowship  members’ 
concern  over  the  diaconal  ministry, 
outgoing  executive  secretary  Patty 
Evans  of  Dallas  told  the  Reporter  that 
many  members  are  asking  what  is  going 
to  happen.  (A  special  committee  from 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  is  studying  the 
ministry,  with  emphasis  on  the  diaco- 
nate,  and  a  special  report  on  the  subject 
will  be  made  to  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Mrs.  Evans  also  said  that  the 
fellowship  has  not  been  asked  for  direct 
input- into  the  study  process  but  that  it 
had  submitted  a  letter  to  the  committee 


On  the  third  floor  of  the  same  building.  Jo  Ann  Robertson  At  the  organ  console  or  Southern  Methodist  University’s  McFarlin  Auditorium,  is  Paul  Danilew- 
of  Dallas  led  sessionson  advanced  liturgical  dance.  ski  of  Springfield,  Pa„  who  pulled  out  many  but  not  all  stops  in  his  sessions  on  the  electric  organ. 


Nearby,  in  Perkins  School  of  Theology’s  lecture  room.  Bishop  George 
W.  Bashore  of  United  Methodism’s  Boston  Area  helped  participants  in  his 
workshop  try  to  define  the  linkages  between  corporate  worship  and  corpor¬ 
ate  mission. 


4 Book  of  Hymns  ’  features 
6 majestic  male  figure’ 


DALLAS  (UMNS)  -  An  extra¬ 
terrestrial  visitor  leafing  through  the 
United  Methodist  “Book  of  Hymns" 
well  might  find  an  image  of  God  much 
out  of  key  with  society,  a  British  hymn 
writer  said  July  4  here. 

In  the  first  70  pages  of  the  hymnal, 
God  is  depicted  as  a  “domineering, 
aggressive,  somewhat  majestic  male 
figure,"  and  called  a  "God  of  love," 
the  Rev  Brian  Wren  of  Oxford  said. 
He,  and  his  hymn-writing  partner, 
composer  Peter  Cutts,  were  here  for 
the  biennial  United  Methodist 
convocation  on  preaching,  liturgy, 
music  and  the  other  arts. 

In  those  70  ^iges.  devoted  to  “the 
praise  of  God,  ’  the  English  writer 
said  he  counted  at  least  27  references 
to  God  as  Father  There  were  19 
references  to  kings,  nine  to  thrones, 
one  to  scepter,  one  to  master.  68  to 
lords,  and  240  uses  of  male  pronouns 
when  referring  to  the  deity. 

On  the  other  hand.  Mr.  Wren 
continued.  God  was  compared  only 
once  to  a  mother  There  also  were  a 


few  references  to  nurturing  and 
sheltering. 

Mr.  Wren  said  he  wasn’t  singling 
out  United  Methodists  for  criticism, 
since  an  analysis  of  many  other 
hymnals  would  show  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Cutts,  in  a  later  interview,  said 
that  sexism  is  only  one  of  many  issues 
in  religious  language.  “Some  images 
are  pretty  useless  now."  he  noted. 
"We  need  to  reinterpret  them.’’ 

On  the  other  hand,  simply  recasting 
present  hymns  to  eliminate  masculine 
language  often  is  not  enough,  in  the 
pair’s  opinion. 

“There  is  a  tendency  in  inclusive 
language  to  become  colorless,  and 
that  is  a  mistake,"  said  Mr.  Wren,  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  United 
Reformed  Church  of  England  and 
Wales.  Instead,  he  calls  for  "looking 
at  the  whole  line,  not  fastening  on  one 
word." 

Writers  of  new  hymns.  Mr.  Wren 
believes,  can  search  for  “feminine 
imagery  "  such  as  “birth,  life,  growth, 
freedom  ” 
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Bicentennial  minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

On  July  7,  1791,  John  Seybert  was  bom  in  Manheim, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1839,  he  was  elected  the  first  bishop  of  the 
Evangelical  Association.  Bishop  Seybert,  known  as  "the 
prophet  of  the  long  road,”  criss-crossed  the  mid  and  north 
United  States  for  forty  years  as  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 

He  travelled  175,000  miles  on  horseback  and  carriage, 
preached  nearly  ten  thousand  times,  made  more  than  forty-six 
thousand  pastoral  visits,  held  about  eight  thousand  prayer  and 
class  meetings  besides  visiting  at  least  ten  thousand  sick  and 
distressed.  He  is  buried  near  Bellevue.  Ohio. 


‘There’ll  be  some 
changes’  proposed 


PITTSBURGH,  (UMNS)  -  "If,” 

"perhaps"  and  “tentative”  could  be  the 
most  appropriate  words  to  characterize 
the  meeting,  but  if  legislative  revisions 
suggested  by  United  Methodist  agencies 
here  June  29-30  become  church  law,  as 
the  song  says,  "there’ll  be  some  changes 
made.” 

Hundreds  of  proposals  were  discussed 
here  before  representatives  of  13  general 
agencies.  No  legislation  before  the  task 
force  was  in  final  form.  All  will  be 
reviewed  at  agency  meetings  this  fall 
before  being  forwarded  to  General 
Conference. 

Among  tentative  recommendations: 

•  An  end  to  the  prohibition  against 
church  agency  funding  of  "gay”  groups; 

•  Election  of  general  secretaries  (top 
staff  executives)  by  general  agencies 
themselves  rather  than  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries; 

•  Inclusion  at  several  points  in  "The 
Discipline”  pertaining  to  the  ministerial 
process  a  phrase  stipulating  that  clergy 
shall  practice  "fidelity  in  marriage  and 
celibacy  in  singleness.”  This  proposal 
related  to  self-avowed  homosexuals 
entering  the  ordained  ministry. 

•  The  United  Methodist  Church  could 
make  agreements  with  any  Christian 
church  in  the  world  which  would  provide, 
among  other  things,  that  voting 
representatives  could  sit  in  each  other’s 
top  legislative  assemblies  (such  as 
General  Conference) ; 

•  Members  of  other  churches  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU) 
could  serve  as  voting  members  of  United 
Methodist  general,  and  perhaps  annual 
conference,  agencies  ( it  was  pointed  out 
that  United  Methodists  already  sit  on 


agencies  of  other  COCU  churches ) ; 

•  A  change  in  the  arrangement  of 
"representative”  ministry  in  the 
denomination,  from  the  present  two 
orders  of  ordained  ministry  and  one 
diaconal  to  three  —  one  ordained,  one 
diaconal,  one  "commissioned”  (mission¬ 
aries  and  deaconesses) ; 

•  An  annual  conference  or  local  church 
could  make  no  change  in  any  general 
fund  apportionment,  including  World 
Service,  as  approved  by  General 
Conference; 

•  The  United  Methodist  Church  would 
be  defined  as  "not  an  entity”  and  thus  not 
capable  of  holding  property  or  being  sued 
(a  "fallout”  recommendation  from  the 
Pacific  Homes  suits  of  a  few  years  ago) ; 

•  More  emphasis  on  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Council  model  of  organizing  the  local 
church  to  place  it  on  a  par  with  the  more 
complex  Administrative  Board  and 
Council  on  Ministries  model; 

•  Ten  percent  of  pensions  funds  would 
be  placed  in  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  (for  loans  to  new 
congregations) ; 

•  The  relationship  of  a  general  agency 
to  a  local  church  would  be  defined  to 
make  clear  it  is  not  one  of  “master- 
servant.” 

•The  denomination  would  have 
several  new  historical  shrines. 

The  interagency  task  force  has  nine 
agencies  which  are  formal  members:  the 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship,  Global  Ministries,  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry;  Commissions 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  Religion  and  Race,  Status  and 
Role  of  Women;  GCOM;  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications. 


the  church  today 


Documentary  to  offer 
view  of  Russian  Orthodox 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Americans 
will  get  an  extended  view  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  in  the  Soviet  Union  if 
they  watch  an  NBC-TV  documentary  to 
be  shown  July  17  and  July  24. 

The  two-part  program,  titled  “The 
Church  of  the  Russians,”  was  shot  by  an 
NBC  film  crew  in  five  key  religious 
centers  last  summer.  The  enterprise  is  a 
result  of  cooperation  between  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  USA  and 
NBC. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Rigdon,  a  professor  at 
Chicago’s  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary  who  did  some  of  the  interviews 
and  narrates  the  documentary,  said: 
"The  program  is  not  a  critical  analysis 
of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church.  Nor  is  it 
an  analysis  of  the  human  rights  situation 
in  the  Soviet  Union  or  the  state  of  religion 
there.”  But  through  the  camera’s  view  of 
worship  services  and  personal  inter¬ 
views  with  church  members  and  leaders, 
Americans  will  learn,  he  said,  that  “there 
are  millions  of  faithful  Christians  in 
the  Soviet  Union.” 


Guatemalan  receives 
sanctuary  at  UM  church 

MINNEAPOLIS  (UMNS)  —  A  man 
calling  himself  Albert  Giron  has  fled  his 
home  in  Guatemala  and  sought  sanctuary 
in  Walker  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  here.  The  23-year-old  man  is 
currently  living  in  a  12  by  17  foot  room  at 
the  church. 

Someone  from  the  church  is  with  him 
at  all  times  to  give  assistance  if  he  is 
picked  up  by  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service. 

The  60-member  Walker  Church  is  one  of 
about  50  across  the  United  States  that 
have  declared  themselves  sanctuaries. 
Members  of  these  churches  may  be 
subject  to  prison  terms  and  fines  for 
harboring  undocumented  aliens  or  for 
conspiracy  to  harbor. 

Minnesota  Area  Bishop  Emerson  S. 
Colaw  told  participants  at  a  June  19 
ecumenical  service  that  the  action  being 
taken  by  Walker  UMC  was  consistent 
both  with  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  and  with  recent  action  of  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference. 


We've 
listened 
to  our 
churches.  .  . 
studied  the 
research. .  . 
re-examined 
our  biblical 
heritage. 


Q 


New  United  Methodist  curriculum 
resources  have  been  introduced  for  all 
age  levels.  Endorsed  by  our  Bishops, 
these  new  resources  .  .  . 

•  reflect  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
Bible's  whole  message 

•  help  explain  the  needs  and  concerns  of 
children,  youth,  and  adults 

•  involve  the  congregation  in  study  at 
home  and  at  church 

•  feature  easier-to-use  teacher's  guides 

•  contain  more  individual  activities  for 
children 

•  allow  for  combining  several  grades 
when  the  need  arises 

These  new  resources  also  respond  to  the 
Bishops'  call  for  studying  and  celebrating 
the  Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism. 

You  asked  for  these  changes.  But  we're 
not  content  to  stop  here,  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  listen  to  you  in  several  ways  .  . 

•  our  toll-free  Curric-U-Phone  number 
(1-800-251-8591;  over  20.000  calls  last 
year) 

•  research  surveys 

•  Curric-U-Shops  and  other  workshops 

•  annual  conferences 

•  letters 

Through  these  methods  you  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  tell  us  what  we're  doing  wrong 
and  doing  right,  changes  that  are 
needed  and,  new  resources  you'd  like  to 
see. 

If  you  are  a  church  school  official  or 
teacher,  we'd  like  to  send  you  free 
samples  of  the  new  resources.  Simply  tell 
us  which  age  levels  you're  interested 
in — nursery-kindergarten,  young  children, 
older  elementary,  youth,  or  adults.  You 
may  also  be  interested  in  ordering 
Selector  Kits,  or  in  receiving  copies  of 
Forecast  or  the  latest  Planbooks.  Call  or 
write  the  Cokesbury  Service  Center 
serving  your  area  And  feel  free  to  drop 
us  a  line  expressing  your  opinions  about 
our  new  church  resources  We're 
listening. 

C  irv  201  t,*h,h  • Sou,h- 
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UMs  prepare  for  computer  age 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

EVANSTON,  111.  -  If  United 

Methodism  in  the  year  2001  or  some  other 
future  date  gets  ‘‘linked  up” 
electronically  and  adds  another 
dimension  to  the  meaning  of 
connectionalism,  it  may  be  because  of 
the  work  started  in  1983  by  a  small 
committee. 

The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Local 
Church  Computers  had  its  second 
meeting  here  recently.  The  UMC's 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  coordinates  the  group, 
acting  under  omnibus  language  in  the 
“Book  of  Discipline”  related  to  data 
processing  and  other  management 
functions. 

Moving  admittedly  cautiously,  the 
committee  is  developing  guidelines  to 
help  local  church  officials  raise  and 
receive  proper  answers  about  buying, 
installing  and  using  computers. 

The  committee’s  staff  liaison  persons 
is  the  Rev.  William  Johnson,  GCFA 
executive  and  a  former  college-level 
instructor  of  computer  science. 

Mr.  Johnson  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
committee  feels  some  urgency  about  its 
job  because  it  knows  of  at  least  three 
instances  where  local  United  Methodist 
churches  have  purchased  computers, 
then,  in  effect,  called  for  help,  asking 
‘  ‘How  do  we  use  this  thi/ig? ’  ’ 

Mr.  Johnson  said  the  committee  is 
pretty  clear  that  there  are  several  basic 
ways  computers  can  be  helpful  to  a  local 
church.  These  include: 

•  Maintaining  a  membership  data  base 
—  “anything  the  church  would  like  to 
have,”  as  Mr.  Johnson  explained  it,  such 
as  offices  held,  family  members  in  the 
church,  birthdays,  skills  and  interests. 


"The  computer  is 
much  more  than  an 
administrative  tool .  . 
It  is  a  device  that  can 
make  ministry  more 
effective  and  able  to 
respond  more  quick¬ 
ly.  .  .” 


The  church’s  entire  financial 
aspects,  which  Mr.  Johnson  said  could 
make  it  possible  for  a  local  church  to 
“dump”  its  annual  report  from  its 
computer  into  those  of  the  annual 
conference  and  from  there  to  a  central 
data  base  at  the  GCFA.  But  he  admitted 
that  this  extensive  financial  linkage 
"may  not  be  cost  effective." 

•  Word  processing,  including  the 
church’s  newsletter,  worship  bulletins, 
letters  to  members  and/or  prospective 
members. 

•  Computer-assisted  instruction,  such 
as  Bible  drills  or  studies  on  a  theological 
subject  such  as  the  concept  of  grace. 

•  A  tool  of  evangelism.  Mr.  Johnson 
sees  some  advantage  for  the  local  church 
whose  church  school  can  install 


computers  to  give  its  students  —  by  all 
means  including  children  —  hands-on 
experience  in  “looking  up”  scripture 
passages  or  concepts  via  computers. 

“This  can  bring  children  in  simply 
because  the  computers  are  there  and  the 
church  shows  it  is  interested  in  finding 
out  what  the  computer  society  is  all 
about.” 

•  Filing  sermon  starters,  ideas,  files. 

•  Biblical  research,  with  computers 
searching  out  usages  and  meanings  of 
specific  words  or  concepts. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  the  ad  hoc 
committee's  guidelines  will  look  not  only 
at  possible  local  church  applications 
such  as  those  listed  above  but  also 
factors  relevant  to  the  purchase  of 
computer  hardware  (equipment)  and 


software  (programming). 

"A  lot  more  is  involved  than  the 
price,”  he  said,  mentioning  the 
equipment’s  versatility,  ease  of  use,  track 
record  of  the  equipment,  and  stability  of 
the  vendor,  many  of  whom  are  going 
bankrupt  or  otherwise  are  having  trouble 
filling  commitments  in  this  new  and 
volatile  industry. 

Another  major  factor,  he  said,  is 
compatability  of  systems  in  use 
throughout  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  the  minimum  size  of 
local  church  which  might  make  good  use 
of  its  own  computer  is  500  members.  But 
he  said  the  committee  is  looking  at 
alternatives  such  as  shared  time,  leased 
equipment,  or  other  arrangements 
whereby  a  smaller  UM  church,  perhaps 
even  one  in  an  isolated  or  economically- 
depressed  area,  could  participate  in 
computer  programming. 

“The  computer  is  much  more  than  an 
administrative  tool,”  Mr.  Johnson  said. 
“It  is  a  device  that  can  make  the 
ministry  more  effective  and  able  to 
respond  more  quickly  to  human  needs 
because  they  can  be  identified  and 
tracked  so  much  more  easily.” 

He  said  the  ad  hoc  committee  is  also 
looking  at  the  human  costs  that  com¬ 
puters,  by  their  very  dehumanization, 
can  exact  on  church  staffs  and  volun¬ 
teers. 

He  told  of  one  long-time  church 
volunteer  who  "exploded”  after  his 
years  of  maintaining  his  church’s  “ritual 
of  friendship”  records  was  given  over  to 
a  computer. 

The  committee  will  meet  again  in  late 
October.  Mr.  Johnson  emphasized  it  is  not 
attempting  to  control  any  area  of  church 
computerization  but  rather  is  studying 
alternatives  and  problems. 


WARSAW  —  Polish  Protestants  were  probably  least  elated  by  the  sharply  increased  propagation  of  the  veneration 
of  Mary  by  the  Pope.  Here  a  pilgrimage  moves  on  foot  to  Czestochowa,  the  site  of  the  “Black  Madonna.”  The  allure 
of  the  madonna,  observers  report,  is  her  deep  connection  with  Polish  nationalism. 

The  sign  above  reads:  272nd  Warsaw  pilgrimage  on  foot  to  Jasna  Gora  (in  Cestochowa),  1711-1983.  The  banner 
carried  by  the  pilgrims  last  month  reads :  “To  the  Queen  of  Poland.”  B,LL  voder  photos 

Polish  Protestants  have 
first  meeting  with  Pope 


By  BILL  YODER 

June  17  was  a  big  day  for  Polish 
Protestantism.  In  Cardinal  Glemp’s 
Warsaw  residence,  a  Pope  met  with 
Polish  Protestants  for  the  first  time  in 
history. 

But  the  feelings  of  gratification  were 
short-lived.  During  the  ensuing  mass  in 
Warsaw’s  soccer  stadium,  the  Pope’s 
extended  words  of  greeting  avoided  any 
mention  of  his  invited  non-Catholic 
guests. 

This  was  no  accident,  for  the  Polish 
episcopate  has  no  interest  in  marring  its 
portrayal  of  Poland  as  a  monolithic 
Catholic  nation.  Yet  Protestants  have 
played  a  visible  role  in  Poland  ever  since 
the  16th  century. 

Reformed  Bishop  Zdzislaw  Tranda 
bemoaned  the  Pope’s  silence,  for  papal 
recognition  of  Protestant  existence 
within  Poland  before  the  watching  eyes 
of  the  entire  nation  would  have  had  "an 
enormous  psychological  —  others  spoke 
of  ‘educational’  —  effect.” 

The  overextended  initial  conversa¬ 
tion  between  the  Pope  and  General 
Jaruzelski  left  only  a  half  hour 
remaining  for  dialogue  with  the  30 
delegates  of  the  Polish  Ecumenical 
Council.  (Delegates  from  the  minute 
Jewish  and  Muslim  communities  were 
also  present. ) 

Meet  historic,  but  brief 

The  session  therefore  needed  to  be 
restricted  to  two  short  addresses 
delivered  by  the  Pope  and  the  Methodist 
professor  Witold  Benedyktowicz, 
honorary  president  of  the  Ecumenical 
Council.  No  time  remained  for  an  open 
discussion  on  the  standing  issues, 
Protestant  satisfaction  was,  therefore, 
essentially  limited  to  the  fact  that  this 
historic  meeting  took  place  at  all. 

The  Pope’s  second  visit  to  Poland 
occurred  against  a  backdrop  of  con¬ 
tinuing  ecumenical  tensions.  During 
the  late  1970’s  and  until  1981,  more  than 
10  Lutheran-owned  churches  had  been 


confiscated  by  zealot,  space-hungry 
Catholics.  Only  in  recent  weeks,  a 
Lutheran  graveyard  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lodz  was  seized. 

Andrzej  Wojtowicz,  the  official 
responsible  for  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  Ecumenical  Council,  described  his 
recent  visit  to  the  village  of  Szestno.  The 
Lutheran  church  of  Szestno  had  been 
taken  over  by  Catholic  squatters  on 
October  9, 1981. 

In  the  meantime,  a  large  cross  with  the 
inscription  “Holy  Missions  1982”  has 
been  placed  before  the  church,  which 
according  to  Mr.  Wojtowicz  refers  to  the 
"expulsion  of  Protestants.”  A  new  stone 
plaque  on  the  history  of  the  church 
makes  no  reference  to  its  century-long 
existence  as  a  Protestant  church.  Today, 
Szestno’s  160  Lutheran  communicants 
must  travel  to  the  neighboring  town  of 
Mragowo  for  services. 

Contracts  resulting  in  the  sale  or  rental 
of  eight  expropriated  churches  were 
signed  by  Lutheran  offices  in  1981; 
negotiations  on  six  further  cases  are  now 
under  way. 

Dr.  Benedyktowicz  warns  against 
hasty  condemnation:  As  heirs  of  the 
Polish  Counter-Reformation,  Catholics 
“have  a  difficult  time  understanding  us 
small  churches.”  They  can,  therefore, 
only  react  by  attempting  to  bring 
Protestants  back  into  the  fold. 

Several  Protestant  leaders  have 
admitted,  that  some  Lutheran  pastors 
are  not  above  anti-Catholic  sentiment  on 
their  own  part.  Most  of  the  confiscated 
churches  were  little-used  by  the 
dwindling  number  of  Lutherans;  all 
chapel  expropriations  in  recent  years 
have  taken  place  in  the  once-German 
north-eastern  region  of  the  country. 

The  sharp  increase  in  the  veneration  of 
Mary  by  the  Pope  during  his  visit  could 
have  a  negative  effect  on  ecumenical 
relations.  A  recent  article  in  the 
Reformed  periodical  “Jednota”  (Unity) 
questioning  the  theological  justification 
for  the  adulation  of  Mary,  resulted  in  a 


flurry  of  letters  from  irate  Catholics. 

Since  the  Black  Madonna  of  Czesto¬ 
chowa  is  deeply  interwoven  into  the 
strains  of  Polish  nationalism,  her  few 
local  critics  have  no  easy  lot  proving  their 
Polishness. 

Andrzej  Wojtowicz  has  pointed  out  that 
the  waves  of  Catholic  nationalism  rise 
highest  during  papal  visits  to  Poland. 
Since  even  party  members  are  in 
their  hearts  most  frequently  Catholic,  it 
is  probably  Polish  Protestantism  which 
experiences  least  joy  when  a  Polish  Pope 
returns  to  home  turf. 

Obviously,  Cardinal  Glemp  and 
General  Jaruzelski  are  the  primary 
benefactors  of  this  papal  visit.  Both  have 
been  struggling  with  radicals  in  their 
own  ranks;  both  of  these  sets  of  moder¬ 
ates  have  been  strengthened  through  the 
successful  completion  of  the  papal 
pilgrimage. 

Causes  for  spiritual  revival 

Dr.  Benedyktowicz  points  out,  that  in 
the  weeks  following  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law  on  December  13,  1981, 
churches  were  the  sole  leisure-time 
institutions  open  to  the  public.  Yet  a 
deeper  source  of  spiritual  awakening  is 
to  be  found  in  the  political  uncertainties 
of  that  period. 

In  addition,  the  minority  Protestant 
churches  .  have  received  far  more 
Western  aid  parcels  per  capita  than  the 
Catholic  one.  They  were  therefore  deeply 
involved  in  aid  distribution  to  the 
general  populace  during  the  past  two 
years.  They  feel  many  new  and  positive 
relationships  were  formed  through  this 
effort. 

Today,  Polish  food  and  consumer 
supplies  are  greatly  improved.  Those 
sending  aid  should  first  of  all  inquire  into 
the  exact  nature  of  continuing  shortages. 

Bill  Yoder  resides  in  West  Berlin.  A 
Mennonite  freelance  journalist,  he  lived 
for  several  years  in  Poland  and  returned 
for  a  week  during  the  Pope's  visit.  He  is  a 
frequent  contributor  to  the  Reporter. 


Post  office  box 
for  ’84  General 
Conference  told 

DALLAS  —  A  post  office  box  in 
California  has  been  designated  as  the 
official  destination  point  for  all  petitions 
to  the  1984  United  Methodist  General 
Conference. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Holt,  secretary  of  the  General 
Conference,  specified  here  last  week  that 
all  petitions  should  be  addressed  to: 

The  Rev.  Newell  Knudson 

Petitions  Secretary 

P.O.  Box  28809 

San  Jose,  CA  95159 

Dr.  Holt  also  specified  that  it  is 
important  that  all  persons  read 
paragraph  607  of  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  for  instructions  on  how  to  file 
petitions  and  for  the  filing  deadline.  The 
deadline  for  petitions  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  in  Baltimore  is  March  1, 1984. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
DIRECTOR:  South  Dakota  Conference,  United 
Methodist  Church.  Need  skills  in  administration, 
program  planning,  consulting,  training.  Open  to  lay 
or  clergy  Application  deadline  August  1.  For 
further  information  contact  Margaret  Denton,  1217 
5th  Street.  Brookings,  SD  57006. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPING  &  YOUTH  MINISTRIES: 
South  Dakota  Conference  of  United  Methodist 
Church.  To  administer  camping  program,  and  serve 
as  resource  for  State  youth  programs.  Need  knowl¬ 
edge  of  and  experience  in  outdoor  recreation  and 
youth  ministry.  Applications  by  October  1;  position 
to  begin  January  1,  1984  For  further  information 
contact  Margaret  Denton,  1217  5th  Street.  Brookings, 
SD  57006. 

ORGANIST/CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  2,000  member 
church;  minimum  Bachelor  of  Music  or  equivalent, 
five  years  experience;  contact  Beverly  Mintmire, 
Belle  Meade  United  Methodist,  121  Davidson  Road, 
Nashville,  TN  37205.  Application  deadline. August  1, 
1983. 

SEEK  POSITION  as  Church  Secretary.  Full  or 
parttime.  Prefer  small  town.  Degree  from 
secretarial  school.  Sallie  Favrot,  P.O.  Box  687, 
Covington,  LA  70434. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  for  church 
of  2,100  members.  Budget  $475,000.  Experience 
preferred.  Full  time.  Job  description  available  on 
request.  Salary  negotiable.  Starting  date  January  1, 
1984  Send  resume  to  First  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box 
888.  Denton.  TX  76201 

OFFSET  COPY  EQUIPMENT  -  A.  B.  Dick  167 
converter,  A.  B  Dick  310  &  324  Press,  Savin  220 
Master-Maker  Best  Offer,  FUMC,  Irving,  Tx  (214) 
253-3531  \ 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive.  N.Y.,  NY 
10115. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PLANNED  GIVING:  Plan,  manage, 
and  promote  existing  program;  assist  all  giving 
programs.  Self-starter  with  good  organizational  and 
communication  skills.  College  degree  and  previous 
development  experience.  Send  letter,  resume,  and 
references  to:  Dr.  Robert  P.  Barnes,  Vice  President, 
Westmar  College.  LeMars,  IA  51031. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  wanted.  1800  congregation. 
Active  music  program.  Salary  negotiable. 
Experience  necessary.  Position  available  September 
26.  Send  resume  to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church. 
101  Live  Oak.  Lafayette,  LA  70503. 318-984-4211 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  opening 
available  now  for  an  urban  congregation  of  1,480. 
Salary  $20,000  negotiable.  Contact  Rev  David  E. 
Edgar,  Laurel  Heights  United  Methodist  Church.  227 

W  Woodlawn,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78212  (  512  )  733- 
7156.  | 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 

Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2646. 

YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  Education  director,  Lakeside 
UMC.  Salary  negotiable.  Could  be  two  part-time 
positions.  Send  resume,  1801  12th  Ave.  So..  Lake 
Worth,  FL  33460 

POSITION  OPEN:  DIRECTOR  of  Leisure 
Ministries.  1. 250-member  church  with  multiple  staff 
and  modern  activities  building.  Inquiries  and 
resumes  by  August  1  to  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  97,  Elizabethtown.  KY  42701. 

NEW  STAFF  BEING  CREATED  in  Florida's 
University  City:  Both  Director  of  Education  and 
Director  of  Music  full  time  positions  open.  University 
City  Church,  1,650  members.  Opportunities  for 
continuing  professional  education.  Long  record  of 
support  and  quality  in  education  and  music 
programs.  Abundant  talent  available.  Lively 
community,  beautiful  forest  area  of  north  central 
Florida,  home  of  U/F  with  easy  access  to  major 
attractions  Extended  tenure  available  Experienced 
only  apply,  not  a  "usual"  or  "average"  opportunity 
The  Rev.  Dennis  R.  DeLacure,  Staff  Parish 
Committee,  First  UMC,  419  NE  1st  St..  Gainesville. 
FL  32601,  (904)372-8523. 

YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  Director  of 
Administrative  Services/Conference  Treasurer 
position  open.  Apply  by  September  10  to  Wilbur 
Whanger,  Box  1055,  Laurel.  MT 59044,  (406)  62M277 
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The  youth  of  the  New  Iberia  United  Methodist  Church  are  shown  above  at  one  of 
their  weekly  Pool  Party  and  Bible  Study  events,  at  the  home  of  the  William  Elliotts. 

Youth  Active  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Iberia 

A  successful  Youth  Activities  Week  Trips  to  Seashore  Methodist  Assembly, 
was  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Biloxi,  and  Astroworld  in  Houston  add  to 
Church,  New  Iberia,  under  the  direction  the  regular  Sunday  Night  United 
of  Ann  Sutton,  Youth  Director.  It  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  The  youth 
featured  participation  by  young  people  of  choir  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Highland  Baptist  Church,  Sacred  Heart  Monroe,  brought  a  program  of  music  on 
Catholic  Church,  Blackwater  United  July  10th. 

Methodist  Church  and  the  Blackwater  Counselors  for  the  New  Iberia  group 
Band,  and  “The  Holy  Fools”  of  First  include  Gary  and  Marilyn  Rowe  and 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  William  and  Cecile  Elliott. 


Persons, 
Churches 
&  Events 

The  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  is  in  the  midst  of 
their  “Great  Preachers”  Series.  On  July 
6,  Dr.  Walker  L.  Railey,  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas,  served 
as  the  preacher.  On  July  13,  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  of  First  United 
Methodist,  Baton  Rouge,  delivered  the 
message.  The  preacher  for  July  20  was 
Dr.  James  W.  Moore,  Co-Pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport; 
and  the  final  sermon  will  be  delivered 
July  27  by  Dr.  Walter  L.  Underwood, 
Senior  Minister  of  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Houston,  Texas. 

•  *  • 

Recently,  ten  young  women  of  the 
Waterproof  United  Methodist  Church 
met  to  form  a  new  circle  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women.  After  some 
discussion,  the  members  chose  the  name 
“The  Agape  Circle  of  the  UMW”  to 
represent  their  small  group.  During  this 
meeting  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  Beth  McManus,  President;  Nan 
Huff,  Vice  President;  Sharon  Hopkins, 
Secretary;  Ann  Burns,  Treasurer; 
Frances  James,  Margo  McGehee  and 
Carol  Lee  Miller,  Program  Committee. 
Since  the  initial  meeting,  this  group  has 
grown  to  thirteen  members. 


The  Resource  Center 


By  GALE  CLIFFORD, 
Coordinator 

The  summer  months  are  soon  going 
to  be  over  and  school  will  be  starting 
once  again.  The  UMYF  groups  will  be 
back  in  full  swing  along  with  all  Sunday 
School  and  adult  classes.  I  thought  I 
would  let  you  know  in  advance  of  some 
resources  that  the  Conference  Audio- 
Visual  Library  has  to  offer  to  help  you 
end  those  unplanned  hours. 

A  brand  new  film,  entitled 
“Epidemic!  Kids,  Drugs  and  Alcohol,” 
should  be  one  of  the  best  films  the 
library  has  had  in  a  while.  The  film 
deals  with  the  issue  of  youthful  drug 
abuse  and  its  damaging  effects  on  the 
body.  It  is  informative  without  being 
“preachy,”  and  excellent  for  older 
elementary  through  adult  groups. 

Teachers  of  young  children  will  want 
to  take  note  of  two  new  filmstrips  on 
manners  for  young  children.  “Derrick 
the  Dragon”  and  “I’m  Sorry”  should 
show  your  youngsters  the  importance 
of  being  friendly  and  forgiving, 
respectively. 

The  Conference  Youth  Team  has 
made  a  special  donation  to  the  library 


Gale  Clifford 

Resource  Center  Coordinator 


through  a  cassette  kit  entitled 
“Preparing  for  Adolescence.”  This  is  a 
valuable  resource  for  parents  and 
teachers  of  teens,  and  of  course,  the 
teens  themselves.  It  was  produced  by 


Dr.  James  Dobson,  a  well-known 
Christian  Psychologist.  Included  in  the 
kit  are  two  parent/teacher  tapes,  six 
student  tapes,  a  textbook  and 
workbook. 

As  we  all  know,  the  Bicentennial  is 
quickly  approaching.  The  Center  has 
three  excellent  16mm  films  and  several 
filmstrips  to  help  you  during  this  time. 
The  films  are  entitled  “John  Wesley:  A 
Practical  Evangelist,”  “Wesley  and 
His  Times”  and  “Burning  Bright." 
Please  try  to  order  these  well  in 
advance,  so  you  can  be  assured  of 
receiving  them. 

As  usual,  all  of  the  Cokesbury  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Material  is  on  display  at 
the  Conference  Headquarters  Building. 
Please  feel  free  to  stop  by  and  browse 
through  the  sample  material. 

One  final  note :  We  hope  you  are  using 
the  catalog.  If  there  are  any  questions 
concerning  films,  filmstrips  or  video 
programs,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
me  at  the  Headquarters  Office,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 
Our  phone  number  is  504/346-1646. 

I’m  looking  forward  to  hearing  from 
you. 


Bible  Studies  For  Children  and  Youth 


Black  Methodists  For  Church  Renewal 
Meet  At  St.  Mark’s,  Baton  Rouge 


On  June  23,  1983  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  was  the  meeting  place 
for  an  historical  event.  The  first 
Orientation  and  Planning  Meeting  for  the 
recently-organized  Louisiana 
Conference  Caucus  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  was  held  with 
representatives,  both  clergy  and  laity, 
from  across  the  Annual  Conference. 
These  persons  composed  the  steering 
committee  that  was  selected  at  a 
meeting  during  the  annual  Conference. 
The  purpose  was  to  enlighten  the 
members  of  the  Conference  about  the 
work  of  BMCR  throughout  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  to  formally 
organize  a  chapter  of  BMCR  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
is  an  independent  movement  related  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  is  self- 
supporting  and  self-sustaining. 
Organized  in  1968  and  incorporated  in 
1969,  BMCR  is  the  incorporated  Black 
Caucus  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
which  is  recognized  by  the  General 
Church  as  the  legitimate  black  ethnic 
caucus  within  the  church. 
Headquartered  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  it 


“serves  as  a  forum  of  black  United 
Methodists  to  discuss  problems,  define 
issues,  develop  and  adopt  strategy, 
explore  possibilities  for  meaningful 
change,  design  experimental  outreach 
programs  and  ponder  new  ways  to  do  old 
things. 

It  serves  as  a  platform  from  which 
Blacks  speak  to  the  General  Church  to 
express  concerns  regarding  the 
involvement  of  blacks  within  the 
structure;  the  welfare  of  persons  in  the 
communities  in  which  the  churches  are 
located;  the  conduct  of  the  church  at 
large  as  it  relates  to  social  issues  and 
investment  policies;  the  support  of  the 
twelve  Black  Colleges;  economic  devel¬ 
opment  in  the  black  community,”  to 
name  a  few  BMCR  responsibilities. 
(Taken  from  the  BMCR  Fact  Sheet) 

The  Host  Committee  for  the  event 
included  Alberta  Stewart,  Clara  Young, 
Ruth  Meyers,  Albertha  Hayes  apd  Joan 
Fisher. 

Further  information  on  BMCR  may  be 
obtained  from  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher,  the 
pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  at  149  N.  14th  St., 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Lake  Charles  District  Elementary 
Camp  I  Has  28  Campers 

j  w.  *•  •  k  *  •  ■  j. 
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Under  the  direction  of  Camp  Director  Mike  McLaurin,  the  Elementary  I  Camp  was 
held  June  17- July  1  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp.  A  staff  of  ten  persons  helped 
direct  the  activities  for  the  week. 


Special  Notice 

Hotel  arrangements  have  been  made  for  all  1984  Jurisdictional  Conference  $: 
£  Delegates,  and  the  First  Reserve  members,  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  £ 
g:  Lubbock,  Texas.  They  have  been  paid  for  by  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  £ 
>:•:  advance  at  a  special  rate  of  $40.00  per  night  for  two  persons  to  a  room.  :£ 

£:  The  other  Reserve  Delegates,  and  any  visitors  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 

£  desiring  this  special  advance  rate,  need  to  send  their  money  in  the  amount  of  £: 
£  $120.00  ($40.00  x  3  nights)  to:  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  P.O.  Box  3057,  g: 
:£  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821.  £ 

To  secure  this  special  rate,  reservation  requests,  with  money  enclosed,  must  £ 
g:  be  in  the  Conference  office  not  later  than  July  31, 1983.  £ 

,g  —James J. Caraway  g: 


A  successful  Vacation  Church  School 
was  held  at  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church,  Greenwell  Springs.  Directing 
the  school  was  Mrs.  Augustine  C. 
Warner.  The  staff  led  the  studies :  “Ways 
Bible  People  Lived”  and  “Christian 
Responsibilities.” 

Deaths 

Rev.  Paul  Durbin,  79,  a  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  July  8.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Annie  B.  Sanders  Durbin,  whose  address 
is  P.O.  Box  266,  Minden,  La.  71055.  They 
were  married  May  21, 1927. 

Rev.  William  E.  Hotalen,  85,  died  July 
7.  He  was  a  retired  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  who  was  preceded 
in  death  by  his  wife. 


Learning  to  Use  My  Bible  (Graded 
Press.  Student  book,  48  pages; 
teacher  book,  64  pages  with  ten- 
minutes-per-side  flexible  record  and 
two  posters  stapled  inside  book. 
Student  book,  $1.95;  teacher  book, 
$5.95).  This  elective  unit  for 
elementary  children  in  the  third 
grade  and  above  is  divided  into  five 
sessions  that  can  be  expanded  to  ten 
or  more.  It  is  designed  for  use 
immediately  following  the 
presentation  of  personal  Bibles  to 
girls  and  boys,  but  is  equally 
appropriate  for  other  times  and 
settings. 

It  introduces  the  Bible  as  a  library  of 
many  books  and  identifies  the  types  of 
literature  found  within  the  Bible.  The 
student  learns  how  to  find  references, 


From  Centenary  College 

Sixth  Husband-Wife  Team 
Named  to  Centenary  Faculty 


Centenary’s  sixth  husband-wife  team 
has  been  named  to  the  faculty  and  staff 
at  the  College. 

Fredric  Jefferson  Hendricks  has  been 
named  assistant  professor  of  English, 
and  his  wife,  Karen  Lee  Cole,  has  been 
named  an  admissions  counselor.  The 
appointments  were  announced  by  Dr. 
Dorothy  B.  Gwin,  Dean  of  the  College. 

Dr.  Hendricks  is  a  1975  graduate  of 
Centenary  where  he  earned  his  degree  in 
English  and  Foreign  Languages.  He  also 
holds  a  Diploma  in  British  Studies  from 
the  University  of  Kent,  England, 
Ludwig-Maximilian-Universitat  in  Mu¬ 


nich,  West  Germany,  and  his  M.A.  and 
Ph.D.  degrees  from  the  University  of 
Illinois. 

Ms.  Cole,  who  is  currently  working  on 
her  Ph.D.,  is  a  cum  laude  graduate  of 
Northeast  Louisiana  University.  She  also 
studied  at  LSU-BR,  Ludwig-Maximilians- 
Universitat  in  Munich,  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Illinois  where  she  earned  her 
master’s  degree  in  English  and  American 
Literature.  (The  other  five  couples  are 
the  Drs.  Beth  and  Ed  Leuck,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Lambert,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Carroll,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Earle  Labor,  and 
the  Drs.  Betsy  and  Ken  Boze. ) 


Brent  New  Associate  Director 
for  Church  Careers  at  Centenary 


The  Rev.  Wilson  Brent  has  been  named 
associate  director  of  the  School  of  Church 
Careers  at  Centenary  College.  The 
announcement  was  made  by  the  Rev. 
Bert  Scott,  director  of  the  program. 

Rev.  Brent  comes  to  Centenary  from 
Jackson,  Mississippi,  where  he  served  as 
a  family  counselor  on  the  staff  of  a 
wholistic  health-care  facility,  sponsored 
by  the  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church. 
Prior  to  that,  he  spent  21  years  as  pastor 
of  churches  in  a  variety  of  settings.  He  is 
a  United  Methodist  minister  and  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Conference. 

He  is  also  an  associate  member  of  the 
American  Association  for  Marriage  and 
Family  Therapy,  a  clinical  member  of 
the  Association  for  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education,  and  pastoral  counselor  in 
training  with  the  American  Association 
of  Pastoral  Counselors. 

As  associate  director  of  the  School  of 
Church  Careers,  Rev.  Brent  will  advise 


Of  Special  Interest 


16  Illinois  UMs  spread 

Africa  mission  news . Page  4 

Grassroots  revitalize  the 

church . Page  2 

People  in  the  news . Page  3 


Wilson  Brent 


the  CSCC  students  through  journaling 
and  small  groups,  with  primary 
responsibility  for  the  field  education 
component  of  the  program. 
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stories,  and  personalities  within  the 
Bible  and  is  introduced  to  the  role  of  the 
Bible  in  personal  devotions  and  Christian 
value  formation. 

Easy,  enjoyable  music  is  included  to 
help  the  child  learn  Bible  stories  and 
under  the  psalms. 

The  Questioning  Word:  A  Study  of  Old 
Testament  Life  and  Thought,  by 
Philip  A.  Pharr  (Graded  Press. 
Student  book,  $1.95;  teacher’s  guide, 
$2.50),  This  thirteen-session  elective 
study  is  designed  for  youth,  grades  7- 
12,  to  give  them  a  sense  of  the  flow  of 
the  Old  Testament  and  a  healthy  taste 
of  the  variety  of  the  biblical  material. 

The  goals  of  the  study  are  to  help 
students  (1)  learn  about  major  Old 
Testament  persons  and  events,  (2) 
explore  personally  the  significant 
questions  asked  in  the  Old  Testament; 
(3)  describe  the  role  of  God  as  loving  and 
just  and  as  one  who  cares  for  his  people 
in  spite  of  their  hardships  or  failures ;  ( 4 ) 


explain  important  biblical  themes  such 
as  covenant,  law,  promise,  and  kingdom; 
and  (5)  use  the  message  of  the  Old 
Testament  to  live  a  stronger  Christian 
faith  in  the  modern  age. 

The  course  focuses  on  the  human 
struggle  to  know  God  and  do  his  will  in  all 
situations.  It  also  shows  that  God  reaches 
out  and  calls  people  to  new  challenges  as 
he  offers  both  hope  and  love.  The  theme 
of  the  covenant  relationship  is  also 
emphasized. 

The  student  book  includes  directed 
Bible  study,  creative  activities,  cartoons, 
games,  and  other  activities  to  involve 
young  people. 

The  teacher’s  guide  provides  plans  for 
using  the  student  book  and  background 
information  on  the  biblical  passages, 
events,  and  personalities  that  are 
studied. 

(These  elective  studies  may  be 
purchased  from  Cokesbury.  Others  will 
be  featured  in  future  issues.  —  Ed.) 


Editorial 

Alas,  the  membership  statistics  have  blasted  us  again  (see  “Member  totals  drop, 
but  bigger  areas  gain”  in  the  July  8,  issue  of  The  Reporter.  They  keep  telling  us  that 
we  are  slowing  down,  and  soon  we  may  stop  losing  members  —  last  year  we  lost  53,000. 
It’s  almost  as  if  we  have  to  wait  a  few  more  years  to  see  if  we  ‘  ‘bottom  out.  ” 

However,  what  is  true  of  the  General  Church  has  not  been  true  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  For  the  last  eleven  years  we  have  gained  members  rather  than  losing 
them.  This  last  year  we  gained  854.  The  Texas  Conference  led  with  3,300  new 
members  above  their  losses. 

In  analyzing  our  situation  as  United  Methodists,  I  reach  the  following  conclusions. 
First,  I’m  not  sure  we  understand  our  mission  anymore.  While  it  must  include  social 
outreach  and  the  development  of  peoples  through  Christian  growth  and  care,  it  must 
not  omit  the  admonition  of  our  Lord  in  Matthew  28:19  to  “go  make  disciples.”  This 
means  an  intentional  evangelistic  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Church. 

Secondly,  do  we  believe  persons  are  lost  anymore?  The  Bible  teaches  that  we  are 
lost  without  Christ,  and  that  can  mean  many  things.  God  is  the  ultimate  judge  of  all 
persons  and  all  things  —  for  which  I  am  most  grateful.  However,  as  Christians,  it  is 
good  to  know  we  have  entrusted  our  time  and  eternity  to  the  everlasting  Lord.  It  is 
also  good  to  know  that  we  are  saved  to  something  ( the  life  of  love  in  Christ)  as  well  as 
from  something  (our  sins). 

Thirdly,  we  must  stop  playing  around  with  definitions  and  begin  to  witness  for 
Christ  and  the  Church  in  the  best  way  for  and  using  methods  of  our  present  age.  It’s  so 
easy  to  boldly  proclaim  that  the  day  of  mass  evangelism  is  over,  and  then  do  nothing 
to  replace  it.  Many  of  the  abuses  of  mass  evangelism  have  been  a  detriment  to  the 
Church;  however,  good  sound  pulpit  evangelism  has  always  been  and  is  still  most 
acceptable. 

In  the  Church  today  the  Shepherding  programs,  Prayer  and  Study  Groups,  Block 
Organizations,  Relationship  Evangelism  and  the  tried  and  tested 
confirmation/membership  classes  help  “make  disciples.”  It’s  still  all  right  to  hold 
preaching  missions  and  spiritual  life  campaigns,  which  employ  some  or  all  of  the 
above.  But  it’s  good  to  do  it  in  the  context  of  the  church.  A  clergy  dedicated  to  help 
make  disciples  and  a  witnessing  laity  can  do  the  job  —  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
and  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

—  Elwood  Fleming 
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Hospice:  a  non-church  movement 
through  which  God  is  at  work 

God’s  work  is  not  limited  to  agencies  church.  A  hospice  is  typically  non- 


and  institutions  of  the  church.  It  may 
also  be  accomplished  through  non¬ 
church  agencies  with  motives  akin  to 
Christian  compassion. 

An  apt  contemporary  example  is  the 
hospice  movement. 

Originally,  according  to  one  recent 
article,  a  “hospice”  was  a  place  of 
lodging  where  travelers  or  pilgrims 
during  the  Middle  Ages  could  receive 
shelter  and  care  as  they  journeyed. 
Today  it  means  a  tried  and  proven 
method  of  caring  for  dying  patients, 
particularly  those  terminally  ill  with 
cancer. 

This  type  of  hospice  care  began  in  1967 
in  London.  The  first  American  hospice 
was  established  in  Connecticut  in  1974. 
By  1981  the  Joint  Commission  on 
Accreditation  of  Hospitals  recognized 
over  800  hospice  programs. 

The  hospice  movement  grew  out  of  an 
awareness  that  slow  death  tends  to  be  a 
lonely  and  dehumanizing,  as  well  as 
painful,  experience.  Loneliness  is 
especially  acute  for  terminally  ill 
patients  who  must  spend  their  last  days 
in  a  hospital  or  nursing  home.  There  they 
are  separated  from  their  family  and 
friends,  who  otherwise  could  serve  both 
as  reminders  of  human  love  and  as 
reassuring  witnesses  to  the  presence  of 
God,  even  in  the  experience  of  death. 

By  contrast,  hospice  workers  attempt 
to  move  patients  when  possible  from  an 
institutional  setting  to  their  homes,  or  a 
home-like  environment,  to  die.  Although 
hospice  care  is  not  explicitly  Christian  in 
orientation,  each  of  its  four  distinctive 
characteristics  is  compatible  with  a 
Christian  understanding  of  life,  illness 
and  death: 

•  The  patient  and  his  or  her  family  are 
considered  to  be  the  chief  focus  of 
hospice  care. 

•  A  team  of  workers  from  several 
fields  assists  patients  and  families  with 
their  physical,  psychological,  social  and 
spiritual  needs. 

•  Pain  and  other  symptoms  of  terminal 
illness  are  controlled  but  no  “heroic 
efforts”  are  made  to  prolong  the 
patient’s  life. 

•  Following  death,  efforts  are  made  to 
help  survivors  deal  with  their  grief. 

Any  minister  or  layperson  who 
counsels  terminally  ill  patients  and  their 
families  can  appreciate  the  assistance  of 
other  knowledgeable  persons  whose 
motivation  corresponds  to  that  of  the 


sectarian  in  its  outreach.  Rut  many 
hospice  workers  are  trained  medical 
persons  motivated  by  their  commitment 
as  Christians  to  extend  comfort  to  dying 
perspns  and  their  families. 

We  believe  Christians  should  welcome 
hospice  programs  where  they  exist  and 
support  groups  seeking  to  establish  local 
hospice  units.  We  would  also  encourage 
Christians  who  are  not  familiar  with  the 
hospice  movement  to  become  acquainted 
with  it. 

More  information  is  available  from  the 
National  Hospice  Organization,  1311-A 
Dolly  Madison  Blvd.,  McLean,  VA 
22101. 
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Here  I  Stand 
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UM  bishops  should  take  leadership 
role  in  making  the  church  a  peacemaker 


By  HARRY  C.  SPENCER 

I  feel  like  a  passenger  in  the  back  seat 
of  an  automobile  which  is  being  driven  by 
a  drunk.  He’s  doing  some  60  miles  per 
hour.  I  can  see  another  car  coming  in  the 
same  lane  and  I  know  that  in  less  time 
than  it  takes  to  count  three,  we’ll  have  a 
head-on  collision. 

The  danger  of  a  nuclear  war  seems 
almost  as  inevitable.  The  main 
difference  is  that  the  war  would  run  the 
casualties  up  into  the  millions. 

Forty  years  ago,  in  World  War  II, 
American  soldiers  left  their  loved  ones  at 
home  and  went  to  the  front  lines  of  battle 
to  protect  them.  That  is  no  longer 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  church  needs  its  colleges 


To  the  Editor : 

The  Rev.  Herschel  Abshire’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  (UMR,  July  1)  appears  to 
have  a  tiger  by  the  tail.  His  conclusions 
may  have  merit  if  we  grant  his  facts.  But 
everything  he  has  said  about  the  church 
college  also  could  be  said  about  the  local 
church: 

•  Inflation  makes  local  denominational 
churches  too  expensive. 

•  Conference  standards  for  salaries, 
fringe  benefits,  and  parsonages  are  beyond 
many  local  churches’  financial  ability. 

•  The  new  drinking  habits  no  longer 
make  it  possible  to  have  a  non-drinking 
membership  (or  even  clergy) . 

•  Changing  sexual  mores  play  havoc  with 
the  marriage  vow  “til  death  do  us  part.” 

So  I  say  that  the  arguments  used  by 
Mr.  Abshire  to  suggest  the  church  get  out 
of  higher  education  are  not  appropriate 
unless  used  against  all  our  institutions, 
including  local  churches. 

I  believe  that  the  church  should  take 
back  its  colleges.  Methodism  established 
an  accrediting  process  years  ago.  The 
church  should  set  up  its  own  standards 
and  cease  to  compete  with  the  process 
which  the  state  purse  has  produced. 

I  believe  that  our  colleges  should  not 
require  a  higher  moral  behavior  on  our 
colleges  than  is  solicited  by  the  local 
church.  Many  of  our  members  drink.  An 
ever-increasing  number  appear  to  be 
involved  in  sexual  mannerisms  similar 
to  the  college  set.  Yet,  I  believe  in  high 
moral  values.  We  must  once  more  teach 
them!  They  should  be  a  natural  part  of 
the  curriculum  and  taught  with  every 


My  Witness 

God  provides  strength 
to  deal  with  loss  of  mate 


By  GLADYS  NEWCOMB  m*. 

Since  my  mid-teens,  Jesus  Christ  has 
been  a  part  of  my  life.  My  belief  in  and 
acceptance  of  Him  as  my  personal  savior 
was  a  gradual  process  of  learning,  not  a 
sudden  conversion  or  specific  happening 
that  could  be  pinpointed.  Sad,  but  true, 
there  were  many  years  that  I  rather  fell 
by  the  wayside  and  did  not  actively 
participate  in  church  programs.  I  was 
one  of  those  who  “did  not  have  time.” 
How  often  we  feel  this  way,  when  things 
are  going  well.  Oh  yes,  I  donated  things 
and  contributed  to  church  support,  but 
did  not  give  of  my  time  and  myself. 

All  this  was  changed  when  my  husband 
was  diagnosed  as  having  cancer,  and  the 
months  of  treatment  began.  His  was  a 
very  painful  type  and  as  the  disease 
progressed  and  he  became  more 
distressed  and  incapacitated,  our  need 
for  help  to  get  through  each  day  led  me 
back  to  prayer  and  reliance  on  God’s 
support.  My  prayers  were  not  formal, 
but  more  like  just  talking  to  that 
presence  —  sometimes  aloud,  mostly  in 
my  mind  and  heart.  When  I  was  called 
upon  to  do  things  of  which  I  had  no 
experience,  I  would  pray  for  His 
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guidance  and  begin  to  feel  the  warmth  of 
that  presence  nearby. 

There  came  a  time  when  I  cried  out  to 
the  Lord  to  ease  the  pain  or  to  take  my 
husband  home.  It  was  terrible  to  see  him 
suffer  and  not  to  be  able  to  help.  I  believe 
God  caused  the  doctor  suddenly  to 
institute  a  program  of  withdrawal  from 
the  massive  doses  of  morphine.  In  10 
days,  my  husband  was  off  all  medication 
for  pain.  Pneumonia  set  in,  and  this 
finally  claimed  his  life  after  two  weeks. 
But  those  two  weeks  were  a  blessed  relief 
and  healing  step  for  both  of  us  when  the 
time  of  parting  came. 

The  knowledge  that  Jesus  was  at  my 
side  through  all  that  time  helped  to 
sustain  me  through  the  month  following, 
and  to  adjust  to  living  alone  after  39 
years  of  living  and  sharing  with  one 
another.  Our  children  are  very 
supportive,  but  have  lives  of  their  own  to 
live.  Even  so,  I  never  really  felt  alone.  He 
is  there  nearby,  always  on  call.  Through 
His  help  I  was  able  to  shut  up  my  home 
for  periods  of  time  to  help  care  for  my 
mother  for  two  years  before  her  death  at 
the  age  of  96.  , 

Once  again  my  life  is  open  for 
direction.  Whatever  is  in  the  future  I 
know  I  will  never  be  asked  to  do  more 
than  I  can  bear,  and  if  one  could  see 
footprints  in  the  sands  of  time,  where 
there  was  only  one  set  of  tracks  is  where 
He  carried  me. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Gladys 
Newcomb,  is  a  member  of  Nelson  UMC 
in  Garrettsville,  Ohio  (East  Ohio 
Conference). 


Meeting  Qod 

Sunday  morning 
Rushing  to  church 
I’m  late 

Everything  happened 
No.  1  The  kids  lost  their  shoes 
I  yelled  at  them 
They  cried 
I  yelled  more 
No.  2  A  neighbor 

Flagged  me  down  to  talk 
About  nothing 
More  wasted  time 
No.  3  A  car  stalled  in  front  of  us 
We  had  to  wait  until 
He  pushed  it  off  the  road 
Out  of  our  way 
Finally 

We  made  it 
I  rushed  in 

Harried  and  frustrated 
Bowed  my  head  in  prayer 
Confused 

I  couldn’t  find  God 
He  is  supposed  to  be  here 
Isn’t  He? 

God! 

I  cried 

Why  don’t  you  come  to  me 
And  He  whispered 
I  came  to  you  already 
Three  times  today 


reasonable  assurance  that  the  best 
minds  can  muster. 

What  has  happened  to  Christian  higher 
education  is  that  we  look  so  much  like 
secular  education,  and  the  church  folk 
are  tired  of  supporting  more  of  the  same! 
But  if  our  church  will  not  be  involved  in 
higher  education  you  can  bet  your  last 
dollar  that  folks  like  Oral  Roberts  will! 

I  believe  the  church  needs  the  college 
as  much  as  any  college  might  need  the 
church.  For  Christianity  has  a  way  of 
getting  involved  in  the  pursuit  of  truth  — 
perhaps  because  Christ  is  truth!  Our  church 
colleges  can  serve  well  in  our  time  by  pro¬ 
viding  the  rational  basis  for  our  faith  and 
behavior.  We  are  engaged  in  a  fight  as 
serious  as  the  day  the  church  marched 
into  pagan  Rome.  The  schools  were, 
needed  in  that  day.  We  need  them  in  ours! 

I  would  agree  with  Mr.  Abshire  only  if 
our  church-related  colleges  should  refuse 
to  be  an  alternative  to  secular  education. 
Till  then,  I  believe  in  seeking  a  new 
synthesis  in  which  the  church  and  the 
college  can  bring  sense  to  living  the 
Christ-like  life  in  our  time. 

Tom  Hoffman 
Portsmouth,  Ohio 
Politics  in  church: 
a  source  of  alienation 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  interested  in  the  speech 
given  by  the  Rev.  James  Wall,  editor  of 
the  Christian  Century,  to  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  at  Duluth  (see  UMR, 
June  24),  in  which  he  said  that  the  church 
has  often  chosen  a  political  “side”  of  an 
issue  “with  ...  a  vengeance.”  This 
leaves  the  church  he  said,  “open  to  the 
charge  of  politicizing  the  faith.” 

I  have  been  unhappy  with  the  presence 
of  politics  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  a  long  time.  I  wonder  if  our 
top  church  officials  are  aware  of  the  fact 
that  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
membership  in  the  church  keeps  on 
declining  year  after  year. 

The  church  has  alienated  many  of  its 
members  because  of  the  presence  of 
politics  in  church  attitudes  and  activi¬ 
ties.  I  am  still  a  member  but  I  have  felt 
alienated  for  a  long  time  because  of  this. 

Marguerite  Gripne 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

UMC  should  speak 

truth  even  if  it  hurts 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  your  printing  George 
Eldredge’s  letter  comparing  homosexu¬ 
ality  with  “serving  a  crab  salad”  (UMR, 
July  1).  It  serves  to  illustrate  the  task 
before  the  UMC  to  educate  our  proselytes 
(I  presume  Mr.  Eldgredge  is  a  new  con¬ 
vert)  in  matters  of  proper  biblical  exe¬ 
gesis  and  basic  Christian  morality. 

Were  it  not  for  the  grace  —  not  amoral 
permissiveness  —  of  God  in  sending 
Christ  as  our  propitiation,  we  would  be  as 
bound  to  Levitical  and  Deuteronomical 
laws  as  the  Jews  of  antiquity.  But  even 
with  Christ’s  atonement,  the  Apostle 
Paul  exhorts  the  church  at  Corinth  to 
“flee immorality”  (I Cor. 6:18). 

The  United  Methodist  Church  holds  the 
entire  Bible  as  authoritative.  United 
Methodists  do  also.  But  then,  the 
strongest  language,  to  date,  we  have 
taken  in  the  matter  of  homosexuality  is 
that  it  is  deemed  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.”  Paul  said  that 
“those  who  practice  such  things  are 
worthy  of  death”  ( Romans  1 : 26-32 ) ! 

I  am  appalled  at  the  Rocky  Mountain, 
Wisconsin,  Nebraska,  Northern  Illinois 
and  Oregon-Idaho  conferences  for  taking 
a  less  than  decisive  stand  against  homo¬ 
sexuality.  I’m  afraid  I  must  also  condemn . 
John  Lovelace’s  article  headlined  "Fatal 
illness  strikes  UM  layman  —  Church’s 
ministry  emphasizes  ‘sacred  worth’  of 
homosexuals”  (UMR,  July  1). 

Mr.  Lovelace’s  article  contributes  to 
the  contemporary  miasma  of  accepting 
homosexuality  as  an  “alternative 
lifestyle.”  Of  course  God  loves  all 
people;  we  should  too,  of  course.  In  fact, 
the  Apostle  Paul’s  love  for  another, 
because  of  that  person’s  immorality, 
caused  him  to  deliver  “such  a  one  to 
Satan  for  the  destruction  of  his  flesh,  that 
his  spirit  may  be  saved”  (I  Cor.  5:5). 
There  comes  a  time  when  sin  must  be 
called  sin.  But  the  universalism  in  Mr. 
Lovelace’s  article  seems  to  palliate  the 
evil  inherent  in  homosexuality,  and  to 
favor  an  indiscriminate  “love  for  all”  at 
the  inevitable  price  of  many  souls. 

I  would  wish  to  point  out  the  biblical 
remedy  for  the  terminally  ill  person 
described  by  Mr.  Lovelace  and  other 
homosexuals  who  have  felt  "excluded” 
fronrtheir  local  UM  church.  The  word 
never  found  its  way  into  his  article: 
repentance.  Exhaustive  effort  may  be 
brought  to  bear  to  rid  humankind  of 
AIDS,  but  the  spiritual  condition  of  a 
person  is  by  far  the  pre-eminent 
consideration. 

Perhaps,  in  the  Wesleyan  spirit,  we 
should  risk  offending  some  by  exalting 


truth.  I’ve  heard  the  expression,  “Truth 
hurts.”  In  apostolic  times  disfellowship 
from  the  local  church  was  something  to 
be  feared.  Today,  those  "castigated”  for 
their  sins  merely  travel  to  another 
church  across  town,  resume  their  sin  and 
placate  their  consciences  by  the  comfort 
of  another  church  pew. 

A  unified  voice  should  be  sought  at  the 
next  General  Conference  on  this  matter. 
However,  it  should  be  the  prayeF  of  all 
United  Methodists  that  God’s  voice  is  the 
one  which  prevails. 

Bill  Cooke 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Many  conferences 
favor  present  stand 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  article  on  homosexual  behavior 
in  the  July  1  issue  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  is  good. 

The  wording  in  the  Discipline  is: 
“Homosexual  persons  no  less  than 
heterosexual  persons  are  individuals  of 
sacred  worth  .  .  .  though  we  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
and  consider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.”  Your  article 
listed  three  conferences  which  favor 
retaining  this  wording. 

The  North  Indiana  Conference  voted  to 
retain  this  statement  in  the  Discipline  at 
its  May  1983  session.  I  am  sure  there 
were  scores  of  other  conferences  that  did 
the  same,  and  not  just  three. 

I  enjoy  the  Reporter;  keep  up  the  good 
work.  Keith  D.  Davis 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

AIDS  results  from 
breaking  God’s  laws 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  horrified  at  the  occurence  and 
results  of  AIDS  (see  UMR,  July  1).  We 
could  say  it  is  God’s  punishment.  I  think 
it  is.  To  me,  God  is  nature,  and  nature  is 
God. 

This  is  an  orderly  world  with  irrefutable 
laws  established  over  millions  of  years 
of  evolution.  How  wonderful  is  a  God  who 
can  change  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants 
through  evolution! 

Sex  is  normal  and  natural  between 
female  and  male  creatures.  Between 
creatures  of  the  same  sex  it  is  an  evil,  for 
it  breaks  the  law  of  nature  (God).  These 
laws  stand  and  they  break  us  if  we 
violate  them. 

So  this  awful,  unnatural  thing  among 
us  is  bringing  destruction  because  it 
breaks  a  law  of  nature. 

God’s  laws  are  so  orderly.  If  one  runs 
in  front  of  a  moving  truck,  a  physical  law 
is  broken  and  death  occurs.  Death  is  inev¬ 
itable  in  advanced  age  or  severe  illness. 

God  does  not  will  death,  but  if  we  break 
His  laws,  we  are  in  trouble. 

Thelma  A.  Marshall 
Abilene,  Texas 

IRD’s  misunderstanding 
of  ‘peace  churches’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  June  10  issue  of  the  Reporter  had 
an  article  headlined  "Evangelicals  Study 
Peacemaking.”  The  Rev.  Ed  Robb, 
president  of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy,  is  quoted  in  it  as  criticizing 
the  “peace  churches”  for  "having  been 
heavily  influenced  by  the  New  Left.”  The 
Brethren,  Mennonites,  and  Quakers 
must  surely  have  been  surprised  to  find 
the  New  Left  in  existence  and  asserting 
its  influence  on  these  peace  movements 
in  the  16th  century  and  following 
decades.  One  didn’t  exist  when  the  others 
began.  This  selective  juxtaposing  of 
historical  events  reflects  one  of  the 
problems  of  Mr.  Robb’s  outlook  and 
organization. 

The  same  is  true  in  Mr.  Robb’s 
assertion  that  pacificism  has  never  been 
a  major  teaching  in  mainstream 
Christianity.  Roland  Bainton,  and  others, 
suggest  the  contrary  before  the 
Constantinian  co-optation.  Perhaps  I’m 
reading  too  much  between  the  lines,  but 
such  a  statement  also  suggests  that  Mr. 
Robb  believes  a  non-major  teaching  is 
automatically  misguided  or  not  worthy 
of  being  followed. 

One  other  potential  problem  of  Mr. 
Robb’s  Institute  is  reflected  in  its  name: 
the  possible  confusion  of  majority  rule 
with  Christianity.  There  is  a  theme 
running  throughout  the  Bible  and  church 
history  that  God  wants  wholeness  for 
each  individual,  and  this  can  be 
construed  to  suggest  self-determination. 
The  problem  arises  when  one  forgets  the 
balancing  theme  of  the  remnant,  and  the 
overwhelming  stories  and  histories 
which  are  ours,  and  which  remind  us  (or 
should)  that  so  few  have  really 
understood  and  acted  accordingly.  Given 
the  mixture  of  religion  and  politics  that 
has  bequeathed  civil-  religion  as  part  of 
our  history  the  confusion  is 
understandable,  but  the  result  not 
acceptable. 

Steven  Nunn-Mill^r 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 


possible.  Now  everyone’s  front  lawn  is 
"the  front  line”  of  the  battlefield.  Each 
one  of  us  is  involved.  By  our  taxes  we 
are  paying  the  cost  of  producing  more 
and  more  nuclear  bombs.  Although  the 
hope  is  that  these  will  scare  the  Soviet 
Union  from  shooting  off  their  bombs,  it’s 
a  big  life-and-death  gamble.  And  if  we 
lose,  we  won’t  have  a  chance  to  roll  the 
dice  again. 

Church  outlook  is  pre-nuclear 

I  am  thankful  that  at  this  time  of  crisis 
we  have  the  church  and  our  Christian 
faith.  However,  today,  both  the  church 
and  the  faith  are  somewhat  pre-nuclear 
in  their  outlook  and  remedies.  Therefore, 
the  u?uat  answers  are  not  so  helpful  in 
dealing' with  the  plight  we  are  in. 

Unfortunately,  for  one  thing,  a  lot 
people  have  the  old  idea  that  war  is  the 
business  of  national  government  and  the 
church  should  keep  hands  off.  Although 
this  may  have  been  true  once  upon  a 
time,  it  is  now  a  dangerous  falsehood. 
Everyone  is  involved.  Actually,  the 
methods  the  governments  are  using  to 
try  to  save  our  lives  only  increase  the 
danger  that  millions  of  citizens  will  be 
killed.  For  those  who  have  died  "to 
preserve  the  peace,”  the  peace  will  be 
too  little  and  too  expensive. 

So,  we  have  to  change  the  order  of 
church  and  state.  Instead  of  preparing 
for  war,  in  order  to  have  peace,  we  must 
prepare  for  world  peace  in  order  not  to 
have  a  war.  That  means  creating  a  world 
condition  that  makes  war  unnecessary. 

The  thing  the  world  needs  most  is  a 
change  from  the  habit  of  defending 
ourselves  by  being  more  ruthless  than 
our  enemies.  Instead,  each  of  us  should 
try  to  live  by  the  Golden  Rule.  The  hope 
for  such  a  transformation  at  this  stage  of 
human  history  may  seem  fantastic.  That 
is  because  in  the  deepest  sense  this 
would  be  a  religious  or  spiritual  change. 
But  our  history  is  full  of  similar  miracles 
—  remember  St.  Paul?  And,  ultimately, 
with  nuclear  bombs  as  the  only 
alternative,  the  world  really  has  no  other 
choice. 

Good  news  ahead 

I  have  in  my  files  a  clipping  from  a  1973 
newspaper  showing  a  map  of  Nashville 
and  the  effect  of  a  bomb  dropped  on 
downtown  Church  Street.  The  six-mile 
radius  of  high  intensity  takes  in  a  lot  of 
churches,  but  the  fact-filled  article  has 
not  affected  them  very  much.  The 
members  are  still  going  about  their 
business  as  usual.  We’ve  lost  10  years. 
How  can  we  make  them  up? 

But  there  is  good  news  on  the  horizon. 
An  article  in  the  June  1983  Sojourners 


magazine  by  Jim  Wallis  gives  us  new 
hope.  He  reported  that  April  20-24,  in 
Uppsala,  Sweden,  he  attended  a  Christian 
World  Conference  on  “Life  and  Peace." 
Among  the  delegates  from  60  countries 
were  representatives  from  Fire*  ^erond, 
and  Third  World  Nations.  The 
membership  included  bishops, 
archbishops,  and  leading  clergy  and  lay 
persons  of  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  churches.  The 
Scandinavian  churches  had  called  the 
meeting  “in  response  to  the  urgent 
nuclear  war  threat.”  (Sad  to  say, 
although  200  journalists  were  present  to 
cover  the  sessions,  not  a  single  one  had 
come  from  the  U.S.A.) 

So  here  is  an  idea.  Would  it  be  possible 
for  our  United  Methodist  bishops  to  join 
with  officials  of  other  churches  and  call  a 
similar  conference  here? 

If  that  did  occur,  perhaps  the  delegates 
would  do  more  than  just  pass  resolutions. 
They  might  develop  plans  for  a  World 
Peace  organization  which  millions  of 
concerned  Christians  could  join. 
Individuals  who  feel  alone  and  helpless  in 
their  struggle  for  human  welfare  would 
have  the  support  of  millions  of  other 
Christians  around  the  world.  And  local 
chapters  could  provide  friendly  contacts. 

This  interdenominational  organization 
would  not  take  the  place  of  specialized 
peace  groups  which  have  been  so 
effective.  They  could  form  a  team. 

Bishops  should  lead 

Jesus  said  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers.”  We 
need  to  live  this  beatitude  by  confronting 
the  war  life-style  of  our  day  with  an 
evangelistic  message  including 
conviction  of  sin,  acceptance  of 
forgiveness,  dedication  to  a  “Good 
Samaritan”  ideal,  and  an  “early 
martyr”  witness  to  our  faith. 

In  1984,  the  General  Conference  will 
celebrate  200  years  of  Methodist  history. 
I  pray  that  200  years  from  now  someone 
will  be  able  to  say:  “When  world 
civilization  faced  the  crisis  of  nuclear 
bombs  and  possible  annihilation  in  a 
nuclear  war,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  not  found  wanting.  It  made 
the  survival  and  future  welfare  of  men, 
women  and  children  a  top  priority.” 

We  look  to  the  bishops  as  our  leaders. 
Their  message  to  the  General 
Conference  will  show  the  direction  they 
want  our  church  to  go  during  the  next 
four  years.  I  hope  that  they  will  report 
that  they  have  helped  establish  an 
international,  interdenominational 
Christian  organization  and  fellowship  so 
that  the  Prince  of  Peace  may  be  honored 
in  a  peaceful  world. 


Revitalization  of  church  t 
must  come  from  grassroots 


By  GLEN  W.  BOCOX 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  has  the 
theology,  the  organization,  the  people  to 
literally  sweep  this  country  for  Jesus 
Christ.  No  other  denomination  has  the 
power,  the  ability,  nor  the  freedom  to 
attract  the  masses  of  people  as  does  the 
United  Methodist  Church;  this  giant  has 
been  lulled  to  sleep  and  apathy.  If  this 
church  begins  to  flaunt  what  it  has  and 
this  giant  begins  to  wake  up,  watch  out, 
for  it  could  literally  change  this  world  for 
Christ.” 

—Robert  Schuller,  Garden  Grove, 
California 

At  one  of  his  crusades  recently,  Billy 
Graham  said  much  the  same  thing.  What 
these  two  “non-Methodists”  said 
independently  of  one  another  frightens 
me  and  even  angers  me  a  little.  At  the 
same  time  it  excites  me  greatly. 

Regardless  of  our  personal  reaction  to 
such  statements,  when  persons  of  such 
national  religious  influence  and  insight 
come  to  the  same  conclusion  about  our 
denomination,  I  think  it  behooves  us, 
both  as  local  congregations  and  as  a 
national  body,  to  pay  attention. 

Once  a  pioneer  church 

As  they  have  said,  we  have  more 
power,  ability  and  freedom  to  bring  more 
people  to  Christ  than  any  other  group  in 
the  nation.  We  have  an  organizational 
structure  which,  although  cumbersome 
and  slow  to  respond  at  times,  is  second  to 
none  in  its  ability  to  organize  people  for 
ministry  and  channel  resources  for  their 
best  possible  use,  "Reader’s  Digest”  and 
“60  Minutes”  notwithstanding. 

But  our  church  has,  sadly,  been  “lulled 
to  sleep  and  apathy.”  This  is  not  an 
accusation,  but  merely  a  statement  of 
fact  about  our  institutional  life.  It  is 
unfortunate,  but  nonetheless  true.  It  can 
happen  to  any  organization  which 
reaches  a  stage  of  maturity. 

Many  will  remember  that  ours  was 
once  a  pioneer  church.  And  it  was  an 
evangelical  church,  whose  religious 
fervor  sometimes  bordered  on  the 
extreme  and  opened  early  Methodists  to 
all  kinds  of  criticism.  The  “holy  rollers” 
they  called  us.  What  happened  to  us  has 
happened  to  many  of  our  Southern 
Baptist  counterparts.  It  is  even 
happening  in  pentecostal  churches  such 
as  the  Assembly  of  God,  as  they  too  have 
become  established,  and  the  struggling 
times  of  organizational  infancy  have 
decreased.  It  is  a  sociological  fact. 

The  more  important  question  is:  can 


the  sleeping  United  Methodist  giant  wake 
up  and  be  revitalized?  I  think  it  can;  I 
know  it  must;  I  pray  it  will. 

But  it  will  not  be  awakened  through  the 
organizational  structure,  from  the  "top” 
down.  Revitalization,  church  sociologists 
tell  us,  must  be  a  grassroots  movement; 
it’s  got  to  start  with  the  people  —  with  us. 

Do  we  want  to  change? 

The  question  facing  all  of  us  in  local 
United  Methodist  churches  all  across  this 
land  is,  do  we  want  to  change  the  world 
for  Christ?  Do  we  want  to  take  the  risk 
that  our  churches  might. not  be  the  same 
old  comfortable  places  they  always  have 
been? 

Little  charismatic  churches  offering 
up  impromptu  worship  services  and  gobs 
of  country-gospel  music  are  springing  up 
all  over  the  country,  doing  a  job  we 
should  be  doing.  We  tend  to  see  them  as 
“competition,”  yet  most  of  us  have  not 
been  willing  to  do  any  more  than 
complain  about  them  and  watch  them 
draw  members  and/or  potential 
members  away  from  our  churches. 

We  don’t  have  to  be  like  them  and 
engage  in  the  kind  of  “feel  good” 
ministry  in  which  many  of  them  are 
engaged.  In  fact,  we  shouldn’t.  I  happen 
to  feel  that  we  have  something  with  more 
integrity  to  offer. 

Tell  someone  about  Jesus 

What  we  need  to  do  instead  is  to  be 
faithful,  in  our  own  unique  way,  to 
Christ’s  command  to  “be  My  witnesses 
both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea  and 
Samaria,  and  even  to  the  remotest  part 
of  the  earth.”  (Acts  1:8b  NASB). 

Are  you  a  witness?  Do  you  have 
something  to  say?  Go  then,  and  tell 
someone  about  Jesus .  .  .  today. 

And  watch  out,  world  .  .  .  here  we 
come! 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributors,  are  the  Rev.  Harry  C. 
Spencer,  a  retired  member  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  Conference  who  resides  in 
Nashville,  TN  and  the  Rev.  Glen  W. 
Bocox,  pastor  of  Areola  UMC  in  Areola. 
Illinois  (Central  Illinois  Conference). 

Any.  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,  ”  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

the  Upper  Room  alive  new  1  Christian  homc 
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The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  head  of  United  Methodisms’  missions  agency, 
tells  more  than  800  participants  at  the  Good  News”  convocation  that  people 
all  over  the  world  are  in  need  of  “conversion.” 

The  background  logo  reflects  the  evangelical  group’s  attempt  to  counter 
what  its  leaders  perceive  to  be  the  widespread  belief  that  the  world  no  longer 
needs  American  missionaries. 


to  be  defined  clearly  in  the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline.”  Also  pictured  on 
the  panel  are  (from  the  left)  the  Rev.  Paul  Morell,  whose  congregation  spon¬ 
sors  31  of  its  own  overseas  missionaries;  the  Rev.  Michael  Walker,  chirman 
of  “Good  News,”  and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


People  in  the  news . . . 


Angie  Wilson,  the  17-year-old 
daughter.of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Billy 
Wilson  of  McLean,  Tex.,  decided  about 
18  months  ago  that  “Preachers’  Kids 
needed  a  newsletter.” 

“We  really 
needed  this  support 
system  so  we  could 
help  each  other,” 
said  Angie.  “PKs 
experience  dif¬ 
ficulty  fitting  in 
with  their  peers 
because  our  fathers 
or  mothers  are 
preachers,  and  that 
makes  us  seem  Angie  Wilson 
different,”  she  explained. 

“Often  we  are  not  asked  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  activities  such  as  movies  or 
concerts.  And  sometimes  other  kids 
are  uncomfortable  around  us  because 
they  feel  that  they  must  act 
differently.” 

Ms.  Wilson  describes  the  content  of 
her  newsletter  as  “articles  of  interest 
about  PKs,”  such  as  tips  on  handling 
life  as  a  PK  (PK  Syndrome), 
suggestions  for  making  smooth 
adjustments  when  moving  to  a  new 
city,  and  the  differences  between  PKs 
and  non-PKs.  Preachers  as  well  as 
their  offspring  are  invited  to 
contribute  articles. 

Angie  found  support  for  her  idea 
from  Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt, 
who  encouraged  her  initially;  from 
the  district  office  in  Pampa,  Tex., 
where  the  newsletter  is  printed,  and 


from  the  seven  district  superin¬ 
tendents  of  the  Northwest  Texas  con¬ 
ference  who  tapped  a  discretionary 
fund  to  finance  the  project. 

In  addition  to  editing  the  newsletter, 
Angie,  a  senior  at  McLean  High 
School,  serves  as  president  of  the 
conference  council  on  youth 
ministries,  as  chairperson  of  the 
district  Youth  Service  Fund,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  jurisdictional  youth 
team. 

Her  goals  include  attending  UM- 
related  McMurry  College  in  Abilene, 
Tex.  She  aspires  eventually  to  become 
an  Old  Testament  professor  at  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

The  PK  Newsletter  has  produced  a 
“great  response,”  she  reports.  The 
first  quarterly  issue  came  out  in 
February  1983,  with  225  copies  going 
to  PKs  throughout  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  —  which  covers  Texas, 
Nebraska,  Kansas,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma, 
and  Missouri. 

The  newsletter  has  generated  other 
PK  activities  such  as  a  PK  luncheon 
at  the  Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference  last  month  and  the 
establishment  of  a  PK  pen  pal  system. 
The  newsletter  is  free.  Anyone 
wishing  to  contribute  to  the  PK 
Newsletter  or  receive  a  copy  should 
write  to  Angie  Wilson,  P.O.  Box  762, 
McLean,  Texas  79057. 

— £HERON  L.  COVINGTON 
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Bishop  decries  UM  mission  shift 

‘Good  News’  convo  on  missionary  decline  told  ‘ Christ  not  at  center  9 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ANDERSON,  Ind.  —  Bishop  Ole 
Borgen,  in  a  piercing  critique  intended  as 
a  “message  to  the  denomination,’’  said 
here  that  the  precipitous  decline  in  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  overseas  missionaries  is  a 
symptom  of  a  serious  problem :  the 
erosion  of  the  church’s  understanding  of 
Christ’s  role  in  missions. 

The  time  when  it  seemed  that 
American  missionaries  no  longer  were 
needed  around  the  world  is  past,  said  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  bishop  of 
Northern  Europe. 

Methodist  leaders  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  have  told  him  that  they  have  asked 
for  missionaries,  Bishop  Borgen  told 
some  800  persons  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  unofficial  “Good  News" 
caucus  of  UM  “evangelicals.” 

The  UMC’s  lack  of  response  to  those 
cries  is  not  as  troubling  as  the  changed 
attitudes  in  the  denomination  about  the 
purpose  of  mission,  the  bishop  said. 

The  UMC’s  top  missions  official,  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  also  was  invited 
to  participate  in  the  convocation  and  spent 
part  of  the  third  day  here.  He  agreed  the 
UMC  should  be  sending  missionaries  to 
more  areas  of  the  world  than  currently  is 
the  case.  However,  he  said  he  wasn’t 
ready  to  announce  any  specific  plans  for 
doing  so. 

Bishop  Borgen  said  the  denomination’s 
conception  of  missions  must  change  and 
that  a  good  place  to  start  is  the  “Book  of 
Discipline.” 

He  noted  that  the  1976  Discipline  had  a 
statement  of  the  UMC’s  mission  objec¬ 
tives  which  included  evoking  “in  all  peo¬ 
ple  the  personal  response  of  repentance 
and  faith  through  which  by  God’s  grace 
they  may  find  newness  of  life. 

The  1980  General  Conference  removed 
that  section  and  now  only  describes 
administrative  procedures,  the  bishop 
said. 

“The  denomination  needs  a  clear 
statement  of  the  purpose  of  mission  that 
unequivocally  says  the  primary  task  is  to 
lead  people  to  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins,  so 


that  no  person  could  interpret 
otherwise.”  Bishop  Borgen  said. 

He  complained  that  UM  mission 
leaders  and  documents  now  tend  to 
mention  God,  faith  and  gospel  not  as 
“primary  God-relationships,  but  as  a 
sort  of  religious  framework  for  human 
efforts.  ‘Salvation’  is  interpreted  as 
being  freed  from  oppressors,  gaining 
political  power  or  economic  status.  ” 

Social  actions  are  the  “fruits  or 
consequences  of  the  new  life  in  Christ” 
and  are  essential,  Bishop  Borgen  said. 
“But,”  he  quoted  an  old  folk  saying  of  his 
Norwegian  farmer  father,  “what  is  good 
can  be  the  worst  enemy  of  what  is  best  if 
allowed  to  dominate.” 

Many  of  the  participants  at  this  annual 
convocation,  which  is  a  descendant  in 
style  of  the  old  Methodist  camp 
meetings,  got  up  after  the  bishop’s 
speech  shaking  their  heads  and  asking 
one  another  if  the  bishop  had  said  what 
they  thought  he  had. 

Part  of  that  was  due  to  a  poor  sound 
system  in  a  hot,  humid  auditorium  which 
made  it  difficult  to  hear  the  keynote 
address  of  the  four-day  meeting.  But  as 
the  bishop  participated  throughout  the 
week  and  copies  of  his  speech  were 
distributed,  the  participants’  wonderment 
turned  to  joy  that  the  bishop  was  making 
same  basic  point  about  missions  that 
the  “Good  News”  organization  has  been 
making  for  years.  Even  “Good  News” 
leaders  who  had  invited  the  bishop 
expressed  surprise  at  the  forcefulness 
and  specificity  of  his  address. 

On  the  third  night,  the  message  was 
reiterated,  this  time  by  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishop  from  the  African  nation 
of  Zaire. 

Bishop  Ngoy  Kamba  M.  Wakadilo, 
speaking  through  an  interpreter,  called 
for  the  denomination’s  clear  and 
primary  emphasis  to  be  on  “winning 
people  to  Christ.” 

In  addition  to  “winning  people”  around 
the  world,  there  is  a  great  need  to 
evangelize  the  United  States.  Most 
speakers  mentioned  that  the  U.S.  could 
benefit  from  having  missionaries  come 
here  from  other  nations. 


The  central  theme  of  other  speakers 
was  that  some  mission  strategists  are 
wrong  when  they  proclaim  that  the  era  of 
American  missionaries  is  coming  to  an 
end. 

Under  the  paraphrase  of  John  Wesley’s 
famous  statement,  the  conference’s  theme 
was  “The  World  Is  Still  Our  Parish.” 

The  mood  of  both  speakers  and 
participants  was  not  antagonistic  toward 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  But  the  underlying  concern 
throughout  the  week  was  the  fact  that 
today  there  are  about  a  third  as  many 
career  overseas  missionaries  as  18  years 
ago  when  there  were  some  1,500. 

Justification  for  that  usually  comes  by 
saying  that  “weTe  in  the  era  of  the 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Dean  S.  Gilliland, 
a  former  UM  missionary  to  Africa  and 
director  of  the  cross-cultural  studies 
program  at  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary. 

While  various  speakers  affirmed  the 
concept  of  indigenous  people  running  the 
churches  established  through  U.S. 
missionaries,  Dr.  Gilliland  pointed  out 
that  only  about  1  billion  of  the  people  in 
the  world  who  are  not  Christians  are 
within  the  reach  of  Christian  churches. 

“Half  of  the  people  in  the  world  —  two 
billion  people  —  can  never  be  reached  in 
the  ‘era  of  the  church,’  ”  he  said. 

The  whole  population  of  the  world  in 
1900  was  only  about  two  billion,  said  the 
Rev.  Paul  Morell,  chairman  of  the  Good 
News-related  Evangelical  Missions 
Council.  “There  was  a  need  for 
missionaries  then.  Why  not  now?  ’’ 

Dr.  Gilliland  said  that  the  world’s  most 
affluent  Christians  have  a  moral 
obligation  to  send  missionaries  to  parts 
of  the  world  that  have  no  churches  and 
where  the  message  of  Christ  has  not  been 
preached. 

Dr.  Nugent,  reiterated  what  he  has 
been  saying  since  assuming  his  post  two 
years  ago:  “I  believe  there  are  innumer¬ 
able  places  where  churches  can  be  started.” 
He  said  the  mission  board  is  looking 
for  new  mission  fields  and  recently 
cleared  up  some  financial  bottlenecks  so 
that  the  missionary  force  will  stop 


declining  and  start  growing  again. 

The  “Good  News”  organization  has 
pressed  for  several  years  for  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  set  up  a 
second  missionary-sending  agency 
dedicated  to  evangelizing  “unreached 
peoples”  like  those  identified  by  Dr. 
Gilliland.  There  also  have  been  rum- 
missionary  agency,  but  leaders  here 
denied  to  the  Reporter  that  there  are  any 
plans  for  that  now 

“Good  News”  leaders  said  that  for  now 
they  will  continue  to  raise  money  for 
selected  missionaries  and  conduct  a 
dialogue  which  started  last  month  with 
Global  Ministries  leaders  about 
expanding  the  missionary  force. 

Dr.  Nugent,  whose  prepared  address 
received  a  polite  response,  drew  warmer 
assessments  from  several  participants 
after  a  later  panel  session  in  which  he 
answered  questions  from  the  audience. 
Among  his  answers,  he  said : 

•  Liberation  theology  is  not  the  policy 
of  Global  Ministries,  although  that 
theology  is  addressed  “to  the  extent  that 
any  Third  World  churches  relate  to 
liberation  theology  .” 

•  “We  need  better  ways  to  send 
missionaries  to  meet  immediate  needs.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Law,  a  former  UM 
missionary  to  Africa,  cautioned  “Good 
News”  participants  that  “it  doesn’t 
matter  how  many  evangelical 
missionaries  the  denomination  sends,  if 
the  members  back  home  aren’t 
spiritually  healthy."  Before  the  Great 
Commission  to  “make  disciples”  can  be 
carried  out  fully,  the  members  must  live 
by  the  Great  Commandments  to  love  God 
and  their  neighbors  as  themselves,  he 
said. 

More  than  half  of  the  largest  crowd  to 
attend  a  “Good  News”  convocation  in  sev¬ 
eral  years  responded  to  a  closing  invita¬ 
tion  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Hinerman  of  Park 
Ave.  UMC,  Minneapolis  to  come  to  the 
altar  and  surrender  themselves  to  any 
support  necessary  for  being  in  mission  to 
the  world. 

In  attendance  were  many  former  UM 
missionaries  and  several  who  are  on 
furlough. 


5,000  tongues  to  sing  His  praise 


Evangelists  come  with  differences 
but  serve  the  same  Christ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

AMSTERDAM  -  Charles  Wesley’s 
mightiest  hymn  never  had  a  more 
appropriate  setting  than  a  giant 
Assembly  Center  here  July  12  when 
nearly  4,000  evangelists  from  all  over  the 
world  and  another  1,000  press  and  staff 
persons  joyously  sang  “O  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues.” 

As  Honorary  Chairman  Billy  Graham 
put  it  in  his  opening  address  “We  may 
come  from  different  cultures  and  with 
different  languages  but  we  serve  the 
same  Christ.” 

Neither  denominational  affiliation  nor 
national  citizenship  mattered  much  as 
these  itinerant  evangelistis  —  predomi¬ 
nantly  men  —  gathered  under  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  The  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association. 

First-of-a-kind  conference 

Mr.  Graham  had  taken  the  lead  more 
than  two  years  ago  to  call  this  first-of-a- 
kind  conference.  The  Graham  Associa¬ 
tion,  aided  by  executives  on  loan  from 
several  other  evangelical  type  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  many  with  international 
bases,  absorbed  most  of  the  expenses 
( see  related  story ) . 

The  Graham  team’s  expertise  in 
organizing  mass  meetings  was  evident  in 
almost  every  logistical  detail.  But 
leaders  emphasized  that  this  was 
primarily  a  working,  training  conference 
not  a  crusade  or  a  congress  of  religious 
leaders.  “These  are  the  men  and  women 
evangelists  no  one  ever  heard  of,”  said 
one  conference  official  in  a  bit  of 
overstatement. 

“You  are  not  going  to  hear  a  lot  of 
heavy  theological  messages,”  Mr. 
Graham  promised  the  assembly.  “The 
messages  will  be  short  and  simple  to  help 
an  itinerant  evangelist  like  me.” 

As  his  sign  of  unity  and  enthusiasm, 
Mr.  Graham  led  the  evangelists  from 
some  130  nations  in  repeated  shouts  of 
“Hallelujah.” 

Months  ago,  when  the  dates  for 
Amsterdam  ’83  were  announced,  their 
proximity  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Assembly  in  Vancouver  July 
24-Aug.  10  was  quickly  pointed  out.  Mr. 
Graham  and  other  conference  leaders 
explained  here  that  the  Vancouver  dates, 
though  announced  earlier,  had  been 
simply  overlooked  when  this  conference 
was  scheduled. 

Send  “a  message”  to  WCC? 

There  was  considerable  early  talk  here 
whether  the  International  Conference  for 
Itinerant  Evangelists  would  send  “a 
message  to  the  WCC,”  if  not  literally  at 
least  figuratively. 

Mr.  Graham,  in  his  opening  text,  had 
indicated  that  the  nearly  5,000  here 
urge  them  (at  Vancouver)  to  give  a 
higher  priority  to  biblical  evangelism. 
Strong  applause  confirmed  his 
exhortation. 

At  a  news  conference  he  was  asked  to 
be  more  specific  about  such  a 
“message.”  He  began  by  noting  that  he 
and  the  Rev.  Philip  Potter,  now  the 
WCC’s  general  secretary,  had  sat 
together  in  this  same  city  in  1948  when 
the  WCC  was  formed.  He  said  he  had 
missed  only  one  WCC  general  assembly 
since  then  and  had  been  invited  to  speak 
three  times  to  the  Vancouver  assembly. 
But  he  said  he  had  declined  for  reasons  of 


health  (he  explained  that  he  battled 
pneumonia  twice  within  recent  months) . 

Nonetheless,  he  said  his  message  to 
Vancouver  would  be,  “Don’t  forget  your 
roots  in  evangelism  .  .  .  urge  your  de¬ 
nominations  and  their  people  to  get  back 
to  Bible  proclamation  and  evangelism 
and  study  of  the  Bible.  There’s  a  great 
hunger  in  the  world  today  to  know  waht 
the  Bible  says. 

Message  to  mainline  churches 

He  also  said  that  millions  of 
evangelicals  belong  to  WCC-member 
churches  and  that  he  has  been  told  there 
will  be  “quite  a  mood  at  Vancouver”  to 
turn  the  WCC  “back  to  its  roots.” 

One  of  Mr.  Graham’s  closest 
associates,  Leighton  Ford,  was  asked  at 
a  separate  press  conference  whether  this 
conference  for  itinerant  evangelists  had 
any  message  for  so-called  mainline 
Protestant  denominations,  particularly 
in  the  U.S.A. 

Mr.  Ford,  a  Graham  Association  vice 
president,  answered  with  two  points. 

“I  would  tell  the  denominations  to 
emphasize  preaching.  Both  the 
traveling  evangelist  and  the  local  pastor 
preach  and  serve  the  same  God. 

“Some  mainline  denominations  have 
looked  at  evangelism  as  the  role  of  the 
para-church  organization  or  of  the 
evangelical  church,”  Mr.  Ford  cont  inued. 


“We  are  hearing  more  and  more  calls  for 
the  mainline  denominations  to  call  and 
equip  and  train  more  evangelists,  to 
make  men  ready  not  solely  to  build  up 
the  church  but  also  to  proclaim  the 
gospel.” 

Of  particular  interest  to  United  Meth¬ 
odists  on  this  point  had  been  Mr. 
Graham’s  mention  of  John  Wesley  in  his 
opening  address.  “Mr.  Wesley,”  he  said, 
“told  his  co-workers: 

“  ‘You  have  nothing  to  do  but  save  souls. 
Therefore  spend  and  be  spent  in  this 
work  ...  it  is  not  your  business  to  preach 
so  many  times,  and  to  take  care  of  this  or 
that  society :  but  to  save  as  many  souls  as 
you  can:  to  bring  as  many  sinners  as  you 
possibly  can  to  repentance.’  ” 

Tie  to  local  church  essential 

Other  speakers  not  necessarily  in 
dispute  with  Mr.  Graham,  emphasized 
the  necessity  for  ties  between  an 
itinerant  evangelist  and  a  local  church. 
This  was  seen  as  significant  because 
conference  planners  had  identified  their 
constituency  as  itinerant  evangelists  like 
Mr.  Graham  who  travel  from  place  to 
place  proclaiming  the  word  but  are  not 
tied  to  a  local  church. 

Among  the  strongest  calls  for  such  an 
ongoing  relationship  between  evangelist 
and  local  church  came  from  the  Rev. 
Stephen  F.  Olford.  Mr.  Graham,  in 


introducing  him,  said  Dr.  Olford  was 
“the  greatest  preacher  I  had  heard”  at 
the  time  of  their  first  encounter  in  1946  in 
London. 

Dr.  Olford.  based  now  in  Wheaton,  Ill., 
said  every  evangelist  today  “should 
have  a  home  church,  just  as  Philip  did. 

-  “Part  of  the  justified  criticism  of 
evangelists,”  Dr.  Olford  said,  “is  that 
they  are  often  unchurched  and  know  very 
little  about  a  pastor’s  heart  or  the 
working  of  the  local  assembly.  They  are 
like  bulls  in  a  china  closet.  This  is  bacffor 
the  evangelist  and  church  of  Christ  as 
well.” 

Dr.  Olford  said,  “Every  wise  pastor 
(unless  he  is  an  evangelist  himself) 
should  have  an  evangelsist  once  or  twice 
a  year  in  his  church  to  reap  the  harvest. 
Larger  congregations  should  have  such  a 
person  on  permanent  staff.  None  can  stir 
a  church  to  evangelism  except  an 
evangelist." 

Practical  skills  emphasis 

Nearly  200  workshops,  many  in 
multiple  languages,  offered  the 
traveling  evangelists  here  insights  into 
everything  from  sermon  preparation  to 
“liberation  theology."  Some  40 
exhibitor  firms  displayed  the  latest 
techniques  and  equipment  in 
evangelism,  and  the  city  of  Amsterdam 
and  its  environs  provided  a  “field  ripe 
unto  the  harvest”  for  the  evangelist  to 
practice  street  evangelism  in  a  massive, 
mobile  afternoon’s  outing  Sunday,  July  17. 

(A  subsequent  issue  of  the  Reporter 
will  provide  more  details  on  the 
Amsterdam  conference). 


Amsterdam  5 83  at  world  crossroads 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

AMSTERDAM  —  Program 
Chairman  Leighton  Ford  facetiously 
said  it  took  34  years  to  put  together  the 
planning  which  brought  nearly  4,000 
traveling  evangelists  here  from  130 
nations. 

That  was  his  way  in  indicating  that 
Amsterdam  ’83,  as  the  conference 
was  known,  was  born  in  the  beginning 
of  Billy  Graham's  ministry  in  1949. 
Mr.  Graham  identifies  himself  as  an 
itinerant  evangelist  —  one,  ^hat  is, 
who  travels  from  place  to  place  and  is 
not  connected  to  any  local  church. 
And  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association  sponsored  and  paid  for 
most  of  the  conference. 

Screening  committees  all  over  the 
world  had  nominated  or 
recommended  persons  to  be  invited 
here.  Nearly  10,000  applied  for 
admission. 

No  overall  cost  estimates  were 
given,  but  one  official  said  it  costs 
$2,000  per  participant  for  travel, 
room,  meals  and  materials.  That’s  $4 
million.  Another  1,000  or  so  staff  and 
press  were  here,  many  with  most  or 
all  expenses  paid. 

Conference  Chairman  Walter 
Smyth,  an  Evangelistic  Association 
executive,  said  financial  support  was 
buoyed  by  responses  to  special 
television  appeals  for  Amsterdam  ’83 
and  several  gifts  from  foundations. 


Expenses  won’t  stop  when  the 
international  conference  adjourns  July 
21.  A  special  office  will  coordinate 
mailings  and  other  contacts  with  the 
evangelists,  including  mailing  two 
volumes  of  proceedings  from  the 
conference  itself  and  numerous  other 
tools  to  help  equip  them  for '  the 
evangelistic  ministry. 

Mr.  Smyth  said  Amsterdam  was 
chosen  as  the  site  because  it  is  a  world 
crossroads.  He  said  both  the  Dutch 
government-owned  KLM  airlines  and 
the  government-owned  conference 
center  offered  special  incentives. 

Another  reason,  Mr.  Smyth  said, 
was  that  people  from  virtually  every 
country  can  get  visas  to  Holland.  For 
instance,  40  persons  were  registered 
from  Eastern  European  countries. 

All  plenary  sessions  were  in  English 
but  were  translated  simultaneously 
into  nine  other  primary  languages. 
More  than  100  workshops,  spread  over 
eight  days,  likewise  were  offered  in 
multiple  languages. 

Conference  officials  estimated  that 
70  percent  of  participants  had  never 
previously  attended  a  training  session. 

Leaders  went  to  some  length  to 
point  out  that  this  was  not  a 
conference  of  religious  ‘leaders’  but 
rather  one  to  equip  and  train  local 
evangelists  to  be  more  effective  in 
proclaiming  the  Gospel. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


The  Rev.  Billy  Graham 
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‘News’  favorite  TV  among  active  UMs 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  News  programs  are  what 
active  United  Methodists  most  watch  on 
television,  according  to  their  responses 
to  the  first  regional  television  survey 
conducted  for  the  Texas-New  Mexico 
based  Wesleyan  Satellite  Network 
(WSNet). 

“The  dominant  response  to  the 
preferred  programming  question  was 
‘news,’  said  Dr.  David  Albright  of 
Atlanta,  the  tabulator  and  analyst  of  the 
WSNet  survey. 

M*A*S*H  was  the  all-time  favorite 
television  show,  he  said  of  another 
question  asking  respondents  to  identify 
their  five  all-time  favorite  shows.  But,  he 
noted,  when  news-magazine-format 
shows  such  as  “60  Minutes’’  and  “20/20” 
were  added  to  “news”  programs  that  the 
news  category  overall  was  substantially 
larger  than  any  other  television  program 
and  even  larger  than  M*A*S*H. 

While  72  percent  of  the  240  respondents 
from  22  states  expressed  a  clear  cut 
desire  for  “news  programs  which  deal 
with  tough  issues,”  Dr.  Albright  said, 


First  regional  survey  said 
to  better  define  UM audience 


some  41  percent  identified  “movies”  as 
the  second  highest  preferred  type  of 
programming  for  active  UMs.  The 
respondents  were  regular  churchgoers 
with  more  than  80  percent  attending 
worship  every  week. 

Dr.  Albright  states  in  his  “primary 
findings”  that  WSNet  “should  offer  a 
program  with  a  news  magazine  format 
which  surveys  national  religious  news 
and  issues.” 

In  another  recommendation  as  to  what 
WSNet  should  offer  an  initial  program 
audience,  Dr.  Albright  suggests  “Bible 
stories  for  children  emphasizing 
entertainment  as  the  vehicle  for 
education.” 

This  finding  is  based  on  the  favorite 
suggestion  from  respondents  that  chil¬ 
dren’s  programming  include  Bible 


stories  and  Bible  studies,  or  stories  for 
the  programming,”  Dr.  Albright 
explained. 

He  described  the  WSNet  survey  as  a 
“helpful  sample  of  active  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  have  an  interest,  either  positive 
or  negative,  in  television  ministry.” 
Sixty-one  percent  reported  watching 
religious  programming,  although  the 
average  viewing  time  is  low  at  6.4  hours 
monthly. 

The  “700  Club”  was  ranked  8th  in  all- 
time  favorite  programs.  “The  persons 
who  listed  that  program  gave  it  their  top 
ranking,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Robertson,  president  of  WSNet.  “For 
those  who  appreciate  it,  it  is  their 
dominant  television  program.” 

However,  Dr.  Albright  said,  the  low 
number  of  hours  active  UMs  watch 


religious  programming,  indicates  more 
dissatisfaction  with  what  is  being  shown 
than  disinterest  in  religious  pro¬ 
gramming. 

Another  “message”  in  the  survey  is 
that  religious  programming  is  not 
regarded  by  UMs  as  a  substitute  for 
church  worship. 

Conducted  for  the  Wesleyan  Satellite 
Network  by  the  WSNet  Society,  a 
membership  support  system  for  this  new 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  telecommunica¬ 
tions  ministry,  the  survey  was  a  two- 
page  supplement  to  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  editions  and  selected  local  church 
editions  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
in  the  two  state  area.  Responses  from 
individuals  in  20  additional  states  came 
as  a  “surprise”  to  the  formulators  of  the 
regional  survey,  Dr.  Robertson  said. 

While  the  survey  does  not  represent  a 
scientific  sample,  Dr.  Albright  said 
"good  information”  was  brought  forth 
which  can  help  leaders  move  beyond 
opinions  of  “what  people  want  or  do  not 
want  to  see”  toward  defining  a 
committed  church  audience. 


16  pay  $3,500  to  tell  others 


Illinois  UMs  hear  first-hand  about  Africa 


What  is  a  World 


group  traveling  to  Africa,  said  he  was 
most  impressed  by  the  steady  growth  of 
Africa’s  churches,  which  he  found  to  be 
filled  with  “zest  and  spirit.” 

Mr.  McCoy  had  the  unusual  experience 
in  Harare,  Zimbabwe  of  visiting  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  a  private  home.  He 
noted  that  the  Africans  “were  not  ashamed 
to  show  their  spirit,  as  they  sang,  testi¬ 
fied,  and  celebrated  God’s  name.” 

Another  member  of  the  group,  Char¬ 
lotte  Strasma  of  Kankakee,  Ill.,  already 
has  spoken  on  11  occasions,  one  more 
than  the  commitment  required  of  her. 
She  says  it’s  because  she  has  “so  much  to 
talk  about.”  The  $3,500  price  of  the  trip 


was  an  obstacle  initially,  she  said,  but, 
“the  rich  experience  it  afforded  me  was 
worth  much  more.” 

Very  enthusiastic  about  her  travels, 
Mrs.  Strasma  said  that  her  audiences 
have  been  interested,  and  she  believes 
her  talks  are  increasing  receptivity 
towards  United  Methodist  missions. 

‘  ‘There  have  been  a  lot  of  upset  people 
since  the  “60  Minutes”  television  show 
aired  a  story  critical  of  some  UM 
missionary  efforts,”  she  explained.  “I 
believe  my  talks  have  made  people  more 
friendly  toward  mission  outreach.” 

Mrs.  Strasma  would  like  to  see  an 
increase  in  United  Methodist  missionary 


work  in  Africa.  “Money  is  not  the  whole 
answer,”  she  warned.  “We  also  need 
people  who  are  willing  to  work  side  by 
side  with  the  Africans  to  teach  and  help.” 

The  trip  was  a  project  of  the  Central 
Illinois  conference’s  Africa  Task  Force, 
an  extension  of  United  Methodism’s 
“Africa  Church  Growth  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Program."  In  1980  the  UMC’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  approved  the  raising  of 
$7  million  for  this  program  between 
1981  and  1985.  These  funds  are  being 
used  for  evangelism,  leadership  develop¬ 
ment,  the  construction  of  new  churches 
and  the  repair  of  damaged  ones. 


the  church 


July  25  trail  set  for 
six  blocking  train 

MONTESANO,  Wash.  -  A  July  25  trial 
date  has  been  set  for  six  defendants 
charged  with  blocking  a  railroad  train 
carrying  Trident  missile  parts  by  Judge 
Edward  Brown  of  Grays  Harbor  County 
District  Court. 

The  six,  including  the  Rev.  Lyda 
Pierce  of  the  Elma  (Wash.)  UMC,  were 
arrested  June  6  after  attempting  to  stop 
the  train  and  make  a  citizens’  arrest  of 
the  cargo  which  they  claimed  viojated 
God’s  law  and  international  law.  Tf’he 
attempted  arrest  took  place  on  the 
outskirts  of  Elma.  The  six  are  part  of  the 
Agape  Community,  a  group  of  persons 
who  live  along  rail  routes  into  the  Trident 
base  at  Bangor,  Wash. 

Stewardship  paper 
drafters  cite  urgency 

PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  -  A  national 
United  Methodist  group  began  work  here 
last  month  on  a  new  draft  document  on 
Christian  stewardship. 

The  Interagency  Task  Force  on 
Stewardship,  after  agreeing  that 
stewardship  is  “one  of  the  most  urgent 
issues  before  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  spent  most  of  its  time  working 
on  a  paper  that  will  go  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  this  fall 
and  then  perhaps  to  General  Conference 
next  May  in  Baltimore. 

September  orientation  set 
for  15  mission  interns 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  third  group 
of  15  mission  interns  will  be  sent  abroad 
this  fall  for  14  months  of  missionary  work 
and  study,  according  to  a  June  22 
announcement  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Orientation  starts  Sept.  1  and  they  go 
abroad  in  mid-October. 

Although  slightly  smaller  than  the  last 
contingent,  it  contains  seven  seminary- 
trained  persons  and  another  with  a 
masters  degree  in  religion.  Five 
members  of  the  group  are  ethnic 
minority  persons  and  all  except  four  are 
United  Methodists. 

While  overseas,  the  interns  will  work  in 
either  a  Methodist-related  or  an 
interdenominational  program.  Upon 
their  return  home,  they  will  spend  16 
months  with  church  and  community- 
based  groups  sharing  their  experiences 
and  helping  to  interpret  the  1985 
ecumenical  mission  study  theme:  “The 
Earth  Is  the  Lord’s.” 

Report  on  energy  saving 
appliances  wins  praise 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  report  on 
“Energy  Efficient  Appliances”  was 
released  here  last  month  by  the 
American  Council  for  an  Energy 
Economy  and  commended  to  the  church 
by  a  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  official. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  program  coordinator 
for  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Justice  and  Survival,  said,  “If  all 
Americans  used  the  most  efficient 
refrigerator  on  the  market,  we  would 
save  the  energy  equivalent  of  12  large 
power  plants.” 

The  handbook  reviews  some  of  the 
most  common  household  appliances  and 
identifies  the  most  efficient  models  sold. 
It  calculates  the  economic  benefits  that 
consumers  can  expect  when  they  buy 
efficient  appliances.  The  manual 
includes  related  policy  issues  for  federal, 
state  and  local  energy  officials. 


Put  the  flowers  on  their  own  stand’ 

DALLAS  —  In  a  session  on  vestments  and  paraments  during  the  recent 
biennial  national  convocation  of  The  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts  here,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Suetterlin  of  Iowa 
has  some  assistance  as  he  showed  precisely  how  the  communion  table 
should  be  prepared  with  proper  linens. 

He  also  insisted  that  the  communion  table  should  be  used  for  nothing  but 
communion.  “Put  the  flowers  on  Sunday  morning  on  their  own  stand.”  he 
admonished  his  listeners.” 


DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Kenneth  Suetterlin  sketches  a  pattern  for  a 
workshop  participant  during  his  session  on  church  vestments  and  altar 
cloths  which  emphasized  the  value  of  church  members  making  these  items 
themselves. 

UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  PHOTOS  BY  CHARLES  CHAMBERS 


Council  assembly? 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Sixth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  will  begin  Sunday,  July  24, 
in  Vancouver.  B.C.  This  article 
describes  how  a  WCC  assembly 
works.  It  is  the  first  of  a  series  which 
will  include  an  overview  of  the 
Council's  previous  assemblies  and  on¬ 
site  coverage  at  Vancouver  July  24- 
August  10  by  the  Reporter’s  Managing 
Editor  Sharon  Mielke. 

GENEVA  (EPS)  —  An  assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC) 
is  in  the  first  instance  the  coming 
together  of  the  member  churches  to 
reaffirm  their  fellowship  and  counsel 
with  one  another  through  their 
appointed  delegates. 

The  Sixth  Assembly  at  Vancouver 
will  have  begun  to  assemble  long 
before  the  opening  day  of  the 
assembly  itself  July  24.  In  fact,  during 
the  last  18  months,  more  than  70  small 
ecumenical  teams  have  visited  the 
vast  majority  of  all  member  churches 
of  the  WCC  in  order  to  begin  with 
them  the  process  of  preparing  for  the 
assembly  at  Vancouver. 

Most  delegates  to  the  assembly  will 
have  been  involved  in  one  or  more 
preparatory  meetings  on  regional, 
subregional  or  national  level. 
Churches,  congregations,  church 
groups  and  theological  seminaries 
and  faculties  will  have  studied  the 
biblical  and  theological  material  and 
read  the  various  papers  and  books 
which  have  been  published  in 
preparation  for  the  assembly.  , 

There  are  three  general  features  to 
any  assembly  of  the  WCC : 

First,  as  the  most  representative 
gathering  of  the  member  churches  of 
the  WCC  in  fellowship  with  one 
another,  the  assembly  is  the  occasion 
to  reaffirm  and  to  celebrate  the 
covenant  which  the  churches  have 
made  with  one  another. 

According  to  its  constitution,  the 
WCC  is  a  “a  fellowship  of  churches 
which  confess  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and 
Savior.”  .  .  .  The  assembly  therefore 
is  the  time  for  the  churches  to  renew 
their  confession  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
light  of  the  challenges  of  the  present 
day. 

The  main  theme  of  the  Sixth 
Assembly  —  “Jesus  Christ  —  the  light 
of  the  world"  —  gives  direction  and 
orientation  to  this  common  act  of 
confessing  our  faith.  In  small  and 


WCC ‘hotline’ 

NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  To 
answer  questions  United  Methodists 
may  have  about  the  Sixth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  making 
several  interpretive  efforts  including 
extended  hours  for  INFOSERV,  the 
church’s  nation-wide,  toll-free 
telephone  service. 

The  assembly  will  be  held  in 
Vancouver,  Canada,  July  24-Aug.  10. 
During  each  weekday  between  July  25 
and  Aug.  12  telephone  lines  will  be 
open  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  CDT. 
INFOSERV,  with  offices  in  Nashville, 
exists  to  answer  questions  and  hear 
observations  and  suggestions  on  any 
subject. 

Calling  numbers  are  800-251-8140 
(Tennesseans  call  615-256-0531 
collect). 

INFOSERV  receives  about  90  calls 
daily  but  that  number  increased  by  50 
percent  early  this  year  when  the  CBS- 
TV  program  “60  Minutes”  charged 
the  World  Council  with  supporting 
left-wing  military  revolution. 

large  groupings,  the  assembly  will 
reflect  on  the  main  theme,  join  in 
Bible  study  and  worship,  and 
celebrate  the  unity  of  God’s  people 
through  its  common  witness  to  Jesus 
Christ  the  life  of  the  world. 

Secondly,  the  WCC  has  been 
constituted  in  order  to  serve  the 
common  calling  and  responsibilities 
of  its  member  churches  in  the  areas  of 
unity  and  mission,  service  and 
renewal.  The  main  activities  of  the 
WCC  must  promote  these  basic  goals. 

An  assembly  is  the  occasion  when 
the  member  churches  receive  an 
account  of  the  work  which  the  council 
has  done,  together  with  them  and  on 
their  behalf,  during  the  period  since 
the  preceding  assembly. 

It  will  examine  the  results  and 
formulate  recommendations  both  to 
the  WCC  and  to  member  churches  on 
further  action  to  be  taken.  For  the 
purpose  of  the  discussion  at  this 
assembly,  the  present  activities  of  the 
WCC  have  been  grouped  around  eight 
issues  which  reflect  the  major  areas 
of  concentration  suggested  by  the 
Central  Committee,  following  the  last 
assembly  in  Nairobi  in  1975. 

Finally,  the  assembly  is  the  highest 
constitutional  decision-making  and 
governing  body  of  the  WCC.  It 
receives  and  adopts  the  report  of  the 
Central  Committee  which  has 
directed  and  supervised  the  work  of 
the  WCC  since  the  previous  assembly. 
It  chooses  from  among  the  delegates 
the  members  of  the  new  Committee, 
as  well  as  the  members  of  the 
Presidium  of  the  Council  who  together 
will  carry  the  responsibility  in  the 
years  following  the  assembly. 

It  also  receives  and  acts  upon  policy 
recommendations  in  the  area  of  pro¬ 
gram  guidelines,  finance  and  public 
responsibility. 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

MOLINE,  Ill.  —  More  than  6,000  United 
Methodists  in  the  Central  Illinois 
conference  have  heard  a  first-hand 
report  about  the  church’s  work  in  Africa 
since  January. 

Spreading  the  word  are  14  UM 
laypersons  and  two  ministers,  all  of 
whom  paid  their  own  way  at  a  cost  of 
$3,500  to  go  on  a  three-week  learning  tour 
of  Kenya,  Senegal  and  Zimbabwe  in  late 
January.  The  organizer  behind  the  effort 
is  the  Rev.  Wayne  Hess  of  First  UMC 
here. 

“Our  trip  grew  out  of  a  desire  to 
educate  American  Christians  about  the 
churches  in  Africa  and  our  role  in  helping 
them,”  according  to  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Hess,  the  organizer  of  the  effort  and 
pastor  of  the  First  UMC  in  Moline. 

While  each  participant  purchased  his 
own  travel  package,  Dr.  Hess  said  the 
primary  stipulation  was  a  commitment 
from  the  participants  to  speak  at  least  10 
times  about  their  experience  in  Africa 
upon  their  return. 

This  commitment  has  been  fulfilled 
and  “audience  response  has  been  great," 
Dr.  Hess  said.  “It  has  stirred  curiosities, 
increased  financial  support,  and  initiated 
special  projects  in  local  UM  churches 
throughout  the  conference. 

For  example,  members  of  the  church 
where  Dr.  Hess  serves  as  pastor  are 
gathering  text  books  for  an  African  edu¬ 
cational  program.  The  congregation  also 
presented  an  exhibit  on  the  African 
church  at  the  annual  conference,  and 
they  had  a  Sunday  worship  service  which 
featured  African  prayers,  hymns  and 
speakers. 

The  Rev.  Phillip  McCoy  of  Grace  UMC 
in  Springfield,  Ill.,  also  a  member  of  the 


Reporter  adds  three 


New  staffmembers  begin  work 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  Three  additions  to  the  staff 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  were 
announced  here  last  week  by  the  news¬ 
paper’s  Editor-General  Manager,  the 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

The  Rev.  William  g 

(Bill)  Bailey  joined  f 

the  staff  last  month,  f 
the  first  of  three  pf 

persons  to  surface 
during  an  extensive 
nationwide  search 
by  the  Reporter  for 
experienced  pro-  ^ 
motion  and  edito- 
rial  personnel. 

Mr.  Bailey  will  William  Bailey 


work  with  the  Reporter’s  Circulation 
Director,  William  Strickland,  in  promot¬ 
ing  the  paper’s  various  services,  includ¬ 
ing  especially  local  church  editions. 

A  member  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference,  Mr.  Bailey,  50,  was  a 
local  church  pastor  in  Illinois  and  North 
Carolina  with  special  conference  res¬ 
ponsibilities  for  adult  education  and 
church  school  curriculum  until  1967. 

Most  recently  he  has  been  under 
appointment  beyond  the  local  church  to 
the  Dallas  Region  of  the  Institute  of 
Cultural  Affairs  with  special  emphasis 
on  marketing  services  to  the  public, 
private  and  volunteer  sectors. 

His  responsibilities  and  those  of 
another  staff  member.  Susan  A. 


Milliken,  were  formerly  combined  in  a 
single  position. 

A  native  of  North 
Carolina,  Ms.  Mil¬ 
liken,  28,  will  join 
the  Reporter  staff 
August  1  after  serv¬ 
ing  the  writing  staff 
of  the  Beaumont 
Enterprise  in  Beau¬ 
mont,  Tex.,  for  the 
past  19  months. 
Her  responsibilities 
will  include  con- 


Susan  Milliken 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  F.D.I.C. 
Return  of  one-half  of  one  percent  above  the 
prevailing  market.  Liquidity  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000.  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000. 
Maximum  length:  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years  Contact:  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson.  Westview 
National  Bank.  Box  7554.  Waco.  Texas  76714  or  Rev 
Richard  M  Freeman.  Box  7736.  Waco,  Texas  76714- 
7736 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR:  Innovative  person  to 
develop  effective  programs  for  downtown  church. 
$I6.500-$20,000  plus  benefits.  Details,  write  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  2501  Harrison  Street. 
Oakland.  CA  94612. 

COORDINATOR  OF  LAY  MINISTRIES:  Wanted  to 

develop,  organize,  administer  prograrqs  for  all  age 
groups  Must  relate  well  to  other  persons 
Organizational  and  administrative  abilities 
essential  Three-quarter  time,  (possibility  of  full¬ 
time  i  Resume  to:  Minnehaha  United  Methodist 
Church.  3701  East  50th  Street.  Minneapolis. 
Minnesota  55417. 

FOR  SALE  -  ALTAR  GUILD  MANUALS  Compiled 
bv  First-Centenary  Altar  Guild.  Postpaid-$3.00  Altar 
Guild.  First-Ceptenary  UMC.  P.O.  Box  208. 
Chattanooga.  TN  37401. 

YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  Director  of 
Administrative  Services/Conference  Treasurer 

Whanger.  Box  1055,  Laurel.  MT  59044.  '406  )  628-4277 

VISIT  INDIA  with  former  UMC  missionary.  See 

historic  4  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations  Departures  Oct.  83  4  Jan.  84.  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave,  Richfield  UMC.  5835  Lyndale  Ave.  S. 
Minneapolis.  MN  55419 

GO  WITH  ME  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND  Nov  14  9  days 
-  everything  paid  $1,298  from  Chicago.  Mrs.  Robert 
Pierce.  Box  64,  Wedron.  IL 60557 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Minister  to  Duke 
University.  Durham.  North  Carolina  Send  resume 
and  inquiry  to  Dr  Wallace  H  Kirby.  228  West 
Edenton  Street,  Raleigh.  NC  27603 

FOR  SALE:  Church  pews.  Unupholslered  9-12'.  8-8’, 
Ml'.  i-9'.  1-5’.  United  Methodist  Church.  Bethel,  MO. 
Contact  Reese  Blaine.  (816)  28^6521,  R.R.  1. 
Leonard.  MO  63451 

ORGANIST/ ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 
needed  for  3.600  member  church.  Full-time. 
Experience  in  children's  choir  and  excellent  organ 
repertoire  Salary  negotiate  and  related  to 
experience  Send  resume  to:  Dr  Raymond  H  Owen. 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  CHURCH'S  HISTORY: 
Publish  it.  Celebrate  its  anniversary.  Free  brochure, 
estimates.  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories  Sanders  Printing,  Box  160-MI, 
Garretson.  SD  57030  (  605  )  594-3427 

CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
DIRECTOR:  South  Dakota  Conference.  United 
Methodist  Church.  Need  skills  in  administration, 
program  planning,  consulting,  training  Open  to  lay 
or  clergy.  Application  deadline  August  1.  For  further 
information  contact  Margaret  Denton,  1217  5th 
Street.  Brookings.  SD  57006.  i 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPING  4  YOUTH 

MINISTRIES  South  Dakota  Conference  of  United 
Methodist  Church  To  administer  camping  program, 
and  serve  as  resource  for  State  youth  programs. 
Need  knowledge  of  and  experience  in  outdoor 
recreation  and  youth  ministry  Applications  by 

further  information  contact  Margaret  Denton.  1217 

5th  Street.  Brookings.  SD  57006 

NEW  STAFF  BEING  CREATED  in  Florida's 
University  City:  Both  Director  of  Education  and 
Director  of  Music  full  lime  positions  open.  University 
City  Church,  1.650  members  Opportunities  for 
continuing  professional  education  Long  record  of 
support  and  quality  in  education  and  music 
programs  Abundant  talent  available.  Lively 
community,  beautiful  forest  area  of  north  central 
Florida,  home  of  U/F  with  easy  access  to  major 
attractions.  Extended  tenure  available.  Experienced 
only  apply,  not  a  ‘'usual"  or  "average”  opportunity. 
The  Rev  Dennis  R.  DeLacure.  Staff  Parish 
Committee.  First  UMC.  419  NE  1st  St.,  Gainesville. 
FL  32601.  (904  )  372-8523 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  for  church 
of  2.100  members  Budget  $475,000.  Experience 
preferred  Full  time  Job  description  available  on 
request  Salary  negotiable  Starting  date  January  1, 
1984  Send  resume  to  First  Methodist  Church.  P.O 
Box  888.  Denton.  TX  76201 

DIRECTOR  OK  MUSIC  wanted  1800  congregation 
Active  music  program.  Salary  negotiable 
Experience  necessary  Position  available  September 

26  Send  resume  to  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church. 

101  Live  Oak.  Lafayette.  LA  70503  318-984-421 1 

centration  on  newspaper  layout  and  de¬ 
sign  —  an  area  in  which  she  has  special 
interest  and  skill  —  and  also  news  and 
feature  writing  and  copy  editing. 

Ms.  Milliken  is  a  graduate  in  journal¬ 
ism  from  the  University  of  Georgia. 

Sheron  L.  Covington,  24,  of  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  also  joined  the  editorial  staff  as  a 
Staff  Writer  in  mid-July.  She  is  a  1981 
graduate  in  English  and  Journalism 
from  Spelman  College  in  Atlanta.  This 
spring  she  graduated  from  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  with  a  Master  of  Theological 
Studies  degree  and  a  concentration  in  re¬ 
ligious  communications. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said 
each  of  the  three 
new  staff  members 
exhibits  outstanding 
ability  and  Chris- 
!  tian  commitment, 
and  that  each  will 
!  add  needed  qualities 
'  to  the  Reporter’s 
\.  •  r  overall  staff  mix. 

With  a  weekly 

Sheron  Covington  circulation  of  nearly 
500,000,  the  Reporter  is  the  most  widely 
circulated  weekly  religious  newspaper  in 
the  world.  It  publishes  individualized  edi¬ 
tions  for  40  annual  conferences  and  some 
350  local  congregations  across  the  United 
States. 

The  primary  point  of  commonality  in 
all  editions  is  three  pages  of  general  re¬ 
ligious  news  and  opinion  produced  by  the 
Reporter’s  editorial  staff. 

In  addition,  the  two-year-old  National 
Christian  Reporter,  an  extension  of  the 
Reporter’s  ministry,  now  has  a  weekly 
circulation  approaching  30,000  and 
provides  special  editions  for  local 
churches  of  nine  denominations. 
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Pictured  above  is  the  Louisiana  delegation  to  JYME.  L-R  Top  row:  Pleasant  Sibley, 
Sid  Wall,  Melissa  Cooper.  Yolanda  Robertson,  Denise  Smith,  Wes  Davis,  Kathy 
Thrasher  (1982-83  CYT  President),  Douglas  McCastle,  Robert  Templeton,  Patrice 
Woodward.  L-R  Front  row:  Karen  Cobb,  Cathy  Smith,  Leona  McCastle,  Sonny 
Soileau,  Not  pictured  is  Patterson  Culligan,  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministries, 
and  photographer. 


JYME  Has  Banner  Year 


With  over  270  youth  and  adult  sponsors 
in  attendance,  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Ministry  Enterprise  (JYME)  completed 
a  banner  week  of  work,  study,  fellowship, 
and  worship  July  11-15  at  Centenary 
College.  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Youth  Team  (CYT)  was  the  proud  host  of 
the  first  JYME  ever  held  in  Louisiana, 
and  was  especially  pleased  to  receive 
word  that  it  was  the  largest  attended 
week  in  the  history  of  JYME. 

With  the  theme,  “We  Are  Simply 
Asked,”  the  youth  and  adults  spent  a 
comprehensive  week  through  study, 
worship,  and  fellowship  coming  to 
understand  what  their  responsibility  as 
Christians  is  to  this  “bruised  world,” 
and  what  they  can  do  to  help  those  in 
need. 

Worship  services  including  sing-a- 
longs  were  outstandingly  led  by  Jim  and 
Jean  Strathdee  of  Los  Angeles, 
California,  who  were  exceptionally  well 
received  by  the  youth  and  adults  as  they 
shared  their  witness  through  word, 
music  and  song.  As  professional 
songwriters  and  performers  of  Christian, 
Gospel  and  Contemporary  music,  the 
Strathdees  were  able  to  move  the  youth 
to  a  better  understanding  of  their 
Christian  commitment  and 
responsibility. 


Daily  workshops,  including  “Prayer 
and  Devotion,”  “Simulation  Games,” 
“Human  Sexuality,”  “Liturgical 
Dance,”  “Local  Church  UMYF”  and 
“The  UMC  in  Africa”  were  attended  by 
all  of  the  youth.  Twenty-seven  small 
groups,  led  by  willing  adults,  were  held 
twice  daily  for  scriptural  study  of  the 
issues  and  reflection. 

Twelve  young  people  and  three  adults 
of  the  Louisiana  CYT  represented  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  for  this 
week-long  event.  The  week  has  provided 
them  with  much  information  and 
spiritual  growth  to  carry  back  to  their 
district  and  local  UMYF  programs. 


Deaths 

Essie  Nell  Rickey,  widow  of  Henry  A. 
Rickey,  died  July  13,  1983.  She  was  68. 
During  their  ministry  Rev.  &  Mrs. 
Rickey  served  in  Minden,  Ruston, 
Lafayette,  &  New  Orleans,  and  the 
churches  of  the  Ruston  and  New  Orleans 
Districts,  where  he  was  the 
superintendent. 

Talmage  Wayne  Perrott,  55,  died  July 
19,  1983.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Hughlene,  and  children,  who  reside  at 
2023  Milan  St.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70115. 


Women  in  Methodism 


SUSANNA  WESLEY  (1669-1742), 
mother  of  Charles  and  John,  was  the 
inspiration  for  many  of  Methodism’s 
innovations  in  Christian  ministry.  The 
“Class  Meeting,”  responsible  for  much 
of  Methodism’s  deepened  spiritual  life, 
was  begun  in  her  kitchen.  During  a 
lengthy  period  when  her  husband  was 
away  at  convocation  and  she  was 
unhappy  with  the  ineptness  of  the 
substitute  priest,  Mrs.  Wesley  began 
weekly  evening  prayer  services  with  her 
family.  Gradually,  others  asked  to  come 
until  the  informal,  Sunday  night 
gatherings  rose  to  over  200  people.  She 
continued  her  work  despite  the 
objections  of  the  local  priest,  whose  own 
success  in  attracting  worshippers  had 
been  far  less.  When  her  husband 
returned  he  found  a  thriving,  stronger 
church  because  of  his  wife’s  ministry. 
This  lesson  was  not  lost  on  young  John 
Wesley. 

Such  a  Woman  ;  and 

Women  in  New  Worlds  ( Vol.  II) 

SARAH  CROSBY  was  the  best  known 
travelling  woman  preacher  in  early 
British  Methodism.  Although  none  of  the 
women  were  officially  ordained  to 
preach,  several  women  did  “travel  the 
connection”  with  John  Wesley’s 
approval.  Sarah  Crosby,  despite 


disapproval  from  others,  spoke  publicly 
for  over  20  years.  “In  one  year,  she 
travelled  960  miles,  held  120  public 
services,  led  600  class  and  private 
meetings  and  wrote  116  letters.”  Such 
was  her  conviction  that  she  was  doing 
her  “Master’s  blessed  will.” 

Women  in  New  Worlds  (Vol.  I) 

BARBARA  HECK  (1734-1804),  the 
“Mother  of  American  Methodism”  came 
to  America  in  1760  as  a  Methodist 
already  converted  by  John  Wesley.  Her 
anger  at  the  lax  spiritual  standards  in 
her  new  land  was  heightened  when  she 
found  her  kin  playing  a  game  of  cards. 
After  throwing  the  cards  into  the  fire,  she 
implored  her  cousin,  Phillip  Embury,  to 
resume  the  preaching  he  had  begun  in 
Ireland.  Together  they  established  a 
meeting  place  for  Methodism  in  1768. 
John  Street  Methodist  Church  grew  out 
of  that  project  and  was  the  setting  for 
much  of  Methodism’s  early  leadership. 
The  church  still  stands  in  the  heart  of 
New  York’s  financial  district  as  a  shrine 
to  the  faith  of  the  early  settlers. 

Together  (November,  1959) ;  and 
Encyclopedia  of  Notable  Women 

(Provided  by  the  Conference 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women) 


Inside. . . 

Sunday,  representatives  of 
some  300  churches  from 
around  the  world  gathered  to 
begin  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  reports  of  the 
Reporter’s  Sharon  Mielke 
start  on  the  inside. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  222198,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


Persons, 
Churches 
&  Events 

On  Sunday,  July  24,  1983,  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  its 
113th  Church  Anniversary.  The 
celebration  theme  was  “Claiming  the 
Past,  Celebrating  the  Present,  and 
Challenging  the  Future."  Dr.  Oswald  P. 
Bronson,  President  of  Bethune  Cookman 
College  in  Daytona  Beach,  Florida,  was 
the  speaker  for  the  11  o’clock  service. 

*  *  * 

“You’re  A  Good  Man,  Charlie  Brown,” 
the  musical  based  on  Charles  Schultz’s 
famous  comic  strip  Peanuts,  is  being 
performed  at  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  5875  Canal  Blvd.  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  nights  July  22,  23, 
29  and  30  at  7:30  p.m.  Matinee 
performances  are  at  3:30  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  July  23  and  30. 

Snoopy  fighting  the  Red  Baron,  Charlie 
Brown  flying  his  kite,  Linus  dancing  with 
his  blanket,  Schroeder  playing  his  piano 
and  Lucy  being  her  ever  crabby  self  are 
all  being  featured  in  this  musical  written 
by  Clark  Gessner. 

*  *  • 

Sunday,  July  3rd  the  members  of 
Raymond  United  Methodist  Church 
celebrated  their  94th  anniversary.  This 
service  was  also  the  launching  of  the 
Bicentennial  birthday  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  which  will  be  held  in  1984.  After 
the  church  service,  there  was  a  covered 
dish  luncheon,  at  which  time  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Milliron  were  presented  a  welcome 
back  gift. 

On  display  were  many  photographs  of 
church  and  members  of  years  past  and 
an  interesting  and  informative  book  of 
the  history  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Jesse 
Whittington,  church  historian,  was 
presented  a  plaque  in  recognition  of  her 
untiring  work  and  research  in  compiling 
this  information. 


Black  College 
Fund  Promoted  By 
Student  Interpreters 


By  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 

During  the  Summer  months,  students 
from  the  Black  Colleges  are  itinerating 
throughout  the  conferences  of  our  five 
Jurisdictions.  Their  primary  concerns 
are  to  promote  and  interpret  the  twelve 
Black  Colleges  of  United  Methodism  and 
encourage  support  for  the  Black  College 
Fund  apportionment. 

This  program,  lasting  for  ten  weeks,  is 
sponsored  by  the  Office  for  the  Black 
College  Fund,  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Concerns  Committee  and  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  five  students  participating  this 
year  were  selected  from  thirty-five 
applicants,  representing  several  of  the 
colleges.  Each  will  receive  an  academic 
scholarship  for  the  next  year  amounting 
to  $1,500,  plus  spending  money  and  the 
minimum  roundtrip  fare.  Room,  board 
and  transportation  between  assignments 
are  being  covered  by  the  Annual 
Conferences  they  are  visiting. 

Orientation  took  place  in  Nashville, 
May  22-23,  and  the  itineration  began  May 
24.  It  will  conclude  July  28.  The  five 
Interpreters  are:  Raffael  Crockett,  from 
Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi ; 
JauNessa  Holmes,  from  Bethune- 
Cookman  College  in  Daytona  Beach, 
Florida;  Arlene  Brown,  from  Claflin 
College,  Orangeburg,  South  Carolina; 
Sasha  Callender,  from  Paine  College, 
Augusta,  Georgia;  and  Arnold  Brown, 
from  Dillard  University,  New  Orlenas 
'Arnold  is  a  native  of  Franklinton,  La.). 


Whitley  Endorsed  By  National 
Division  of  Chaplains 


Rev.  John  Greene  Whitley,  Associate 
Pastor  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  among  27 
persons  recently  granted  endorsement 
by  the  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  The 
division  has  responsibility  for  endorsing 
all  United  Methodists  as  pastoral 
counselors  or  as  chaplains  in  the 
military,  correctional  and  health  care 
institutions,  and  industry.  Not  included 
are  campus  ministers. 

Endorsement  is  an  affirmation  that  a 
person  is  or  will  be  performing  a  valid 
ministry  within  the  covenant  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  has  the 
preparation,  training,  skills  and 
experience  to  perform  that  ministry. 

To  be  endorsed  one  must  be  a  full 
member  of  the  annual  conference, 
referred  by  a  bishop  and  district 
superintendent,  and  credentialed  by 
appropriate  agencies.  Individuals  are 
first  interviewed  by  regional  committees 
of  peers.  The  final  decision  is  made  by  a 


Rev.  John  Greene  Whitley 
seven-member  clergy  committee  within 
the  division  chaired  by  Bishop  Emerson 
Colaw. 


UMM  Retreat  Held  at  Pineville 


The  United  Methodist  Men  held  their 
first  retreat  as  a  formal  independent 
body  of  Louisiana  Methodism  in  Pine¬ 
ville,  the  weekend  of  June  25-26.  This  was 
the  ninth  annual  retreat  of  the  men,  but 
the  first  as  the  newly-chartered  group. 
Leading  the  worship  sessions  was  Rev. 
Bert  Scott  from  Centenary  College.  Rev. 
Scott’s  subject  was  “Shalom:  Promise 
and  Possibility.”  Those  attending  these 
sessions  were  richly  rewarded  with  a 
most  enlightening  experience. 

Music  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Earl  Taylor  of  Southern  University,  who 
received  a  standing  ovation  for  his 
rendition  of  “How  Great  Thou  Art.” 

The  business  of  the  retreat  saw  the 
election  of  officers  for  1984  and  the 


adoption  of  a  statewide  mission  program 
for  men.  The  TRAG  was  formally 
adopted  as  a  program  area  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Men. 

New  officers  elected  for  1984  are:  Jack 
Dew,  President;  Wadsworth  Davis,  Vice- 
President;  Ted  Samland,  Vice- 
President;  Rev.  Gilbert  Wade, 
Secretary;  Ofney  Ellis,  Treasurer;  Sam 
Poplus,  Chairperson  of  Nominating 
Committee;  Charles  Goodgame, 
Director  of  Finance;  and  Mark  Solomon, 
Program  Director. 

The  retreat  for  1984  will  be  held  at 
Centenary  College  and  will  carry  the 
Bicentennial  theme  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  1984  retreat  date 
will  be  June  23-24. 


Disaster  Relief  Workshops 

|  Augus‘  1-2.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell 

:¥  1:00p.m.  Monday  to  12:00  noon  Tuesday.  ¥ 

£:  August  3-4,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston  £ 

:¥  1:00p.m.  Wednesday  tol2:00noon Thursday.  £ 

¥:  For:  Persons  interested  in  Disaster  Relief  Training  £ 

£  Expenses:  Room  and  board  will  be  paid  by  the  Conference  Committee  on  £ 
Disaster  Relief.  Participants  are  responsible  for  their  own  £ 
g  transportation.  I|: 

Persons  attending  the  Ruston  meeting  contact :  £ 

g  Doris  Sheppard  at  Monroe  318/322-4454  £ 

g  Persons  attending  the  Slidell  meeting  contact :  £ 

;£  Steven  Spurlock  at  Thibodaux  504/447-4287  £ 


JULY  29.  1983 


1  75  Attend  Pastor’s  School 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Pastor’s  School  was  held  July  11-14,  with  175 
ministers  participating.  This  year's  school  featured  Dr.  Harrell  F.  Beck,  Professor  of 
Old  Testament  at  the  School  of  Theology.  Boston  University  and  Dr.  Charles  Gerkin, 
Professor  of  Pastoral  Psychology  at  Emory  University.  Additional  staff  included  Dr. 
Hector  Grant,  Rev.  Annette  Jones,  Dr.  Burton  Blair,  Dr.  David  Trickett,  Rev.  Ronald 
Pogue,  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Rev.  Rick  Bonfim  and  Lindsey  Williams.  Dean  of  this 
year's  school  was  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons. 


St.  Andrew  ’s  UM  Church  Consecrated 


Pictured  in  front  of  St.  Andrew's  United  Methodist  Church  on  the  day  of 
Consecration  of  the  church  are  (L  to  R) .  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway,  Conference  Director 
of  Financial  Affairs;  Dr.  Ken  Reed,  BR-Hammond  District  Superintendent;  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin;  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  Pastor  of  St.  Andrew's;  Rev.  Jerome  Cain ; 
and  Bobbie  B.  Crump,  Jr.,  Architect  for  the  building.  In  addition  to  consecrating  the 
church.  Bishop  Shamblin  was  also  the  speaker  for  the  special  occasion,  which  was 
held  on  Sunday,  July  17. 


Editorial 


An  army  needs  to  keep  its  supply  depots  full;  a  football  team  must  have  a  good 
training  table  and  liniment  in  the  locker  room.  An  Annual  Conference  needs  to  have  a 
strong  and  updated  resource  center.  In  taking  my  present  job,  I  have  personally 
dedicated  myself  to  assist  in  every  way  to  make  this  happen  in  our  Conference. 

I  have  three  suggestions  which  may  help.  First,  we  need  to  be  continually  updated 
through  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  coordinated  mailings  (which  we  have  used 
in  the  past)  and  our  TV/radio  ministry.  New  films,  filmstrips,  video  tapes  and 
literature  need  to  become  part  of  the  planning  of  the  local  church  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  —  or  are  ordered. 

A  second  recommendation  would  be  to  hold  Media  Festivals  throughout  the  state, 
preferably  in  the  fall,  as  the  churches  do  their  planning  for  the  coming  year.  Five  or 
six  a  year  in  selected  areas  of  the  Conference  could  serve  a  large  number  of  churches. 
The  next  year  five  or  six  different  locations  would  be  chosen. 

In  these  festivals,  10-12  of  the  newer  films,  many  filmstrips  and  a  number  of  video 
programs  would  be  shown.  Local  leadership  would  be  asked  to  assist  and  usually  a 
“hands  on  training  period  would  be  included  to  help  persons  learn  to  use  projectors 
and  especially  video  players  (VCRs).  A  sack  lunch  could  provide  the  meal  or  one 
served  by  the  host  church  at  a  minimal  cost.  These  Media  Festivals  could  be  set  up 
ecumenically  to  the  advantage  of  the  entire  community 

The  third  proposal  involves  a  Resources  Center  Board  or  Committee  to  work  closely 
with  Gale  Clifford,  our  co-ordinator.  This  committee  would  preview  films,  filmstrips, 
video  programs  and  print  resources,  other  than  our  regular  church  school  material 
which  would  continue  to  be  available  in  sample  as  in  the  past.  The  committee  would 
recommend  items  for  purchase,  prepare  an  annual  budget  to  present  to  the  Council 
on  Ministries  and,  as  individuals,  assist  Gale  in  every  way  possible,  including 
planning  and  leadership  in  the  Media  Festivals 

I  hope  these  ideas  strike  some  respondent  chords;  and  that  they  or  others  may 
strengthen  our  Resource  Center  and  further  enable  Gale  to  continue  the  fine  job  she 
has  been  doing. 

*  *  • 

A  word  of  personal  thanks  -  to  Dwight  Ramsey.  Now  that  the  dust  has  settled  and  1 
see  a  little  more  clearly  where  I'm  going.  I  realize  that  so  much  has  been  easy  in  our 
transition  because  of  Dwight’s  friendship  and  cooperative  spirit.  Dwight.  I'm  very 
grateful. 

Elwood  Fleming 
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Christians  should  listen  to  views 
of  children  as  a  source  of  wisdom 


THE  l  NITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


vfesus  Christy 


A  Congressional  committee  designed 
to  help  adults  learn  from  children? 

The  report  was  obscure  but  intriguing 
—  a  Congressional  Committee  on 
Children,  Youth  and  Families  has  been 
created  to  look  at  the  problems  of  our 
society  from  the  perspective  of  children 
and  their  families.  At  their  first  meeting, 
the  committee  members  listened  to  the 
testimony  of  75  young  people  —  ages  ten 
and  older  from  20  states. 

One  10-year  old  boy  told  the  committee: 
"People  who  don’t  need  Congress  are  up 
here  all  the  time.  This  (is  giving)  other 
people  a  chance  to  talk." 

By  all  accounts,  the  committee  got  an 
ear  full  in  its  first  meeting.  Chairperson 
George  Miller  (D.,  Calif.)  later  referred 
to  what  he  called  the  children’s  "modest 
agenda"  of  problems  which  need 
attention  as:  air  pollution,  nuclear  war, 
unemployment,  child  abuse,  crime  and 
poverty.  What’s  more,  the  young  people 
proposed  solutions  to  many  of  the 
problems  they  identified  —  particularly 
the  threat  of  nuclear  war. 

A  sixth-grade  girl,  for  example, 
suggested  that  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union  should  undertake  a 
"massive  exchange"  program  to  bring 
about  better  mutual  understanding 
between  citizens  of  the  two  superpowers. 
"Besides,”  she  said,  "no  country  would 
declare  war  on  another  country  where  its 
children  were  living.” 

And  an  11-year  old  boy  added:  "We 
need  more  Christian  love  instead  of 
bombs.  Just  think  how  much  we  could 
help  people  if  we  didn’t  have  to  spend 
money  on  bombs.” 

Both  the  idea  for  creating  this 
committee  and  the  output  from  its  initial 
hearing  call  to  mind  our  Lord’s  teaching 
that  we  must  "become  as  children”  if  we 
wish  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 


The  wisdom  and  truth  of  this  teaching 
were  never  more  applicable.  As  we  age, 
youthful  idealism  tends  to  give  way  to 
"realism,”  rationalizations,  and  in  some 
cases  cynicism.  Not  so  our  young  ones, 
the  most  classic  story  of  which  concerns 
a  lad  who  knew  no  better  than  to  declare 
his  emperor  naked  while  all  the  adults 
exclaimed  about  the  beauty  of  his  new 
clothes.  The  clarity  with  which  children 
see  what  is  most  obvious  and  most  im¬ 
portant  in  life,  and  the  simple  directness 
with  which  they  express  same,  both 
deserve  our  attention.  As  often  as  not, 
their  outlook  is  more  in  harmony  with 
God’s  will  for  His  children  —  young  and 
old  alike  —  than  that  of  their  parents. 

No  wonder  many  of  the  children 
testifying  before  Congress  expressed 
concern  about  the  threat  of  nuclear  war, 
and  how  to  avoid  it.  The  possibility  of 
future  generations  having  a  life  at  all 
rests  in  large  part  on  the  ability  —  and 
willingness  —  of  world  leaders  to  shift 
their  emphasis  from  making  weapons  to 
making  peace. 

We  as  Christians  should  commend  Rep. 
Miller  and  his  Congressional  colleagues 
for  their  efforts  to  recognize  and  tap  the 
wisdom  of  our  children  as  a  valid 
resource  for  persons  of  all  ages.  We 
believe  similar  intentional  efforts  should 
be  made  by  adults  in  our  churches  and 
homes  to  listen  carefully  to  the  views  and 
perspectives  of  our  children.  If  we  are 
not  already  taking  advantage  of  such 
opportunities  on  a  regular  basis,  we 
should  take  steps  to  do  so. 

Mature  judgment  and  adult 
responsibility  cannot  appropriately  be 
relinquished  to  children,  of  course.  But  if 
we  make  time  to  listen  to  their  views,  we 
may  be  surprised  by  how  much  we  as 
adults  can  learn  from  them. 


"rfie’jxrfect  demonstration 
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Different  ideas  about  God  should  not 
prevent  UMC’s  from  working  together 


By  THOMAS  E.  COOPER 
In  the  corner  of  my  study  is  a  well  read 
stack  of  United  Methodist  Reporters.  I 
read  the  paper  carefully  because  it  tells 
me  a  great  deal  about  the  people  who  call 
themselves  United  Methodists.  I  would 
like  to  share  with  you  some  of  what  I 
have  discovered  as  I  wandered  through 
the  pages  and  paragraphs  of  UMR. 

One  of  the  first  things  I  learned  about 
United  Methodists  is  that  they  really  are 
united.  They  are  united  in  the  most 
important  sense:  They  desire  to  be  the 
best,  and  most  creative  people  they  can 


My  Witness 

Christians  should  be  the 
‘someone’  who  will  care 


By  JULIE  LINEBERGER 

"There  is  none  so  blind  as  he  who  will 
not  see.” 

There  are  none  so  heartless  as  those 
who  do  see  but  still  do  not  care. 

Place  in  your  mind  the  thought  of 
someone  you  love.  Now  place  the  thought 
of  death;  the  empty  and  hollow  tearing 
as  you  gaze  on  the  face  of  the  one  you 
have  lost  forever,  never  to  love  again. 
Must  death  knock  at  your  door  and  burn 
at  your  heart  for  you  to  see  it? 

Even  now,  someone  cries  for  home.  Is 
he  your  son  or  your  loved  one?  Does  the 
one  you  love  feel  the  heat  and  fury  and 
blast  of  eternal  hatred  and  uncaring  and 
blindness  of  others?  Will  he  lie  in  that 
ever-waiting  plot  under  one  of  the 
thousands  of  small  white  crosses?  Does 
he  feel  it  as  the  stranger  next  to  him  lies 
cold  in  anguish  and  blood?  Is  this  yours? 

If  a  child  near  you  were  lost  and  cold  — 


without  home  or  love  —  would  you  not  at 
least  call  for  help  and  feel  a  small  pity  for 
this  orphan?  While  you  eat  at  your  table, 
a  child  with  a  bursting  stomach  screams 
in  pain  on  the  news:  "Do  you  care?” 

Then,  probably  the  worst,  are  those 
who  have  homes,  but  no  love  —  their 
hearts  and  souls  are  quietly  begging  and 
pleading  for  help.  Can  you  see  it  in  the 
ones  you  find  so  close  to  you?  All  that  is 
needed  is  someone  who  will  open  his  eyes 
and  heart  with  love,  kindness,  compas¬ 
sion  and  care. 

We,  as  Christians,  should  be  that 
someone. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life-  This  week's  contributor,  Julie 
Lineberger,  is  a  member  of  Rebecca 
Memorial  UMC  in  Memphis,  Tennessee 
(Memphis  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

4Phariseeism’  detected  in  homosexual  issue 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  your  editorial  headlined 
“  ‘Fidelity  in  marriage,  celibacy  in 
singleness’:  a  positive  standard”  with 
interest,  as  I  did  the  entire  issue  of  the 
July  1  Reporter.  With  the  overriding  sins 
of  nuclear  war,  pollution,  genocide, 
racism,  sexism,  economic  elitism,  et  al,  it 
seems  superficial  and  trite  to  spend  so 
much  time  and  energy  trying  to  dictate 
how  people  use  their  God-given  gift  of 
human  sexualitv.  And  even  (or  maybe 
especially)  with  the  emphasis  on 
behavior,  this  smacks  not  a  little  of 
Phariseeism. 

Who  is  the  sinner,  the  homosexual  or 
non-celibate  single  person,  or  thfc  one 
who  tries  to  deny  the  freedom  and 
responsibility  of  grace  by  substituting 
the  “law”?  The  answer  here  is  clear. 

John  M.  Hightower 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Homosexuality, 
alcoholism  compared 
To  the  Editor: 

When  Annelle  (my  wonderful  wife)  and 
I  celebrated  50  years  of  marriage  and  50 
years  in  the  ministry  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  May  8  at  First  Church 
Temple,  where  we  have  worshipped  and 
worked  at  whatever  we  were  able  to  do 
since  we  retired  10  years  ago,  I  was 
asked  to  identify  what  I  considered  to  be 
the  most  challenging  situation  in  those  40 
years  of  my  pastoral  ministry. 

Without  hesitating  I  said,  "Helping 
people  to  deal  with  human  sexuality!  ” 

Many  expressed  surprise;  some  even 
pressed  me  to  give  second  thought  to  my 
assertion  that  human  sexuality,  of  all 
those  difficult  situations  a  sincere  pastor 
has  to  cope  with,  was  the  major  problem. 
So  in  the  weeks  since  then,  as  I’ve 
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thought  back  to  those  challenging  days 
when  it  was  my  sacred  privilege  to  work 
with  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor, 
illiterate  and  learned,  in  small  churches 
and  large,  I’ve  become  convinced  I  was 
right. 

It  has  been  my  major  concern  for  the 
church  in  this  day  and  age.  I  doubt  that 
any  pastor  serving  in  the  pastorate 
nowadays  finds  any  situation  more 
challenging  than  the  current  problems 
we’re  having  with  homosexuality. 

Your  editorial  in  the  July  1  issue  head¬ 
lined  “  ‘Fidelity  in  marriage,  celibacy  in 
singleness’:  a  positive  approach”  and 
the  article  by  John  A.  Lovelace  headlined 
"Homosexual  behavior  targeted”  in  the 
same  issue  combine  to  give  hope  and 
encouragement  to  all  that  the  church  is 
going  to  remain  steadfast  in  our  tradition 
of  differentiating  between  “orientation” 
and  "behavior.” 

I  would  no  more  deny  membership  in 
the  church  or  even  ordination  for  the 
ministry  to  a  homosexually-oriented 
person,  provided  he  recognizes  and 
confesses  homosexuality  as  a  sin  and 
vows  to  “renounce  the  devil  and  all  his 
works,  confessing  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  accepting  Him  as  Lord  and 
Savior”  (refusing  in  this  way  to  be  a 
“practicing”  homosexual),  than  I  would 
deny  church  membership  or  even 
ordination  as  a  minister,  to  a  person  who 
knows  and  confesses  he/she  is  an 
alcoholic  but  trusts  in  God  and  denies 
his/her  "orientation”  by  refusing  to  be 
guilty  of  alcoholic  “behavior.” 

Wallace  W.  Pittman 

Temple,  Texas 

‘Fidelity /celibacy’ 
editorial  flawed 

To  the  Editor: 

From  the  standpoint  of  this  gay  United 
Methodist,  your  July  1  editorial 
“  ‘Fidelity  in  marriage,  celibacy  in 
singleness’:'  a  positive  standard” 
contains  some  dangerous  and  misleading 
flaws. 

Contrary  to  your  editorial  position,  it 
has  been  clear  since  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  began  considering 
this  proposal  that  it  does  not  represent  an 
attempt  to  “arrive  at  a  consistent 
standard  .  .  .  rather  than  singling  out  for 
disapproval  one  particular  lifestyle.” 
Statements  by  persons  related  to  the 
Division  both  before  and  after  its 
approval  indicate  that  the  proposal  was 
aimed  at  openly  lesbian  and  gay  clergy. 

If  approved,  this  proposal  still  singles 
out  for  special  treatment  the  gay  man  or 
lesbian  serving  the  church  in  ordained 
ministry.  Unlike  our  heterosexual  sisters 
and  brothers,  we  do  not  have  access  to  an 
ecclesiastically  sanctioned  way  for 
symbolizing  our  intimate  partnerships 
and,  in  the  church’s  view,  legitimizing 
sexual  expression  within  those  relation¬ 
ships.  To  meet  this  proposed  “positive 
standard”  gay  and  lesbian  clergy  have 
no  alternative  to  enforced  celibacy. 

The  affirmative  response  across  the 
church  to  this  proposal  no  doubt  lies  in 
part  in  the  notion  that  it  enables  the 
church  more  clearly  to  "hate  the  sin; 
love  the  sinner,”  based  on  the  belief  that 
“the  practice  of  homosexuality”  can 
materially  be  separated  from  a  same-sex 
affectional  orientation.  These  views  fly 
in  the  face  of  mounting  evidence  that  a 
same-sex  orientation  is  for  most  persons 
a  given  in  their  lives,  not  a  rebellious 
choice  to  "act  out”  against  a  divinely 
ordained  heterosexual  orientation.  If  this 
is  true,  that  God  has  given  some  persons 
the  gift  of  being  gay  or  lesbian,  then  it  is 
bad  faith  to  call  upon  those  persons  on 
the  basis  of  that  orientation  alone  to  deny 
themselves  sexual  expression. 


As  a  gay  man  I  am  very  familiar  with 
the  ways  in  which  many  laws  are 
enforced  selectively  against  those  who 
are  different.  Experience  to  date 
suggests  that  this  will  occur  if  the 
“fidelity  and  celibacy”  proposal  is 
passed.  Already  we  have  found  ourselves 
called  upon  to  make  pledges  of  celibacy 
based  merely  upon  our  self-identification 
as  lesbian  or  gay.  As  far  as  I  know,  this  is 
not  routinely  being  required  of  unmar¬ 
ried  heterosexual  clergy. 

I  hope  the  General  Conference  will 
reject  this  further  attempt  indirectly  to 
give  the  force  of  law  to  a  current  but 
changing  view  that  homosexual  practice 
is  "incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.” 

Morris  L.  Floyd 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Immigration  article 
said  to  be  slanted 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  article  by  Roy  Howard  Beck 
headlined  "Immigration:  how  much  is 
enough?”  (UMR,  June  24),  the 
juxtaposition  of  Senator  Huddleston 
rocking  back  in  his  swivel  chair 
motioning  with  a  “fat  cigar”  about  the 
Christian  compassionjjf  his  immigration 
policies  was  a  little  much. 

It  is  oh,  so  easy  to  feel  compassion  for 
those  huddled  masses  sneaking  into  our 
rich  country  to  get  the  crumbs  from  our 
overloaded  tables;  it  is  just  as  easy  to 
feel  antipathy  towards  an  insular, 
apathetic,  self-indulgent  American 
brand  of  “Christian  compassion,” 
especially  when  we  are  influenced  by 
such  a  gross  bit  of  slanting  of  the  news  as 
Mr.  Beck’s. 

But  without  population  controls  on  the 
rest  of  the  world,  can  any  one  tell  me 
what  the  difference  is  between  opening 
our  doors  to  as  many  who  want  to  enter, 
and  trying  to  pour  Lake  Erie  into  my 
bathtub? 

Daniel  F.  Schroeder 
Lackawanna,  New  York 

What  next? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  recently  received  information 
from  the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abor¬ 
tion  Rights,  100  Maryland  Avenue,  N.E., 
Washington,  D.C.  20002  which  lists  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  and  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
as  constituents. 

In  fact,  the  coalition  mailing  includes 
long  lists  of  United  Methodist  bishops 
and  various  church  leaders,  by  name,  as 
their  supporters  as  well  as  printing  "our 
stand”  which  indicates  that  each  woman 
should  use  her  own  moral  judgment  on 
this  issue. 

We  are  now  into  the  "slaughter  of  the 
innocents”  with  the  blessing  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  What  next?  It  is  no 
wonder  that  we  are  continually  seeing 
the  phrase  “former  Methodist.” 

What  will  we  do  next? 

Alfred  A.  Bennett 
Salem,  Missouri 
Condemning  ‘gays’ 
no  credit  to  anyone 
To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  Rachel  Bahrenburg’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  (UMR,  July  8)  had  listed  our 
“tongue-killing,  pride  or  bitterness”  as 
the  “living  end”  of  our  United  Methodist 
sins.  I  feel  our  not  condemning  the  gays 
and  their  lifestyle  is  our  “bright  and 
shining  armor.” 

In  1975,  one  of  Methodism’s  finest  sons 
turned  in  his  ordination  credentials  to 
take  the  “good  news”  to  persons  in  the 
gay  community  because  at  age  15,  he’d 
felt  that  he  was  one  also. 


Only  after  God  closed  all  the 
“straight”  doors  he’d  tried  to  open,  did 
he  hear  the  higher  calling  to  those  “other 
sheep”  not  of  our  fold  whom  Christ  also 
would  bring. 

Esther  Tumbough 
Edina,  Missouri 

Good  questions  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

While  I’m  not  sure  I  share  Mr.  Rice’s 
fears  about  the  I.R.S.  revoking  church 
tax  exemptions  because  of  discrim¬ 
inatory  membership  patterns  (UMR 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  July  15),  I 
must  say  that  his  list  of  hypothetical 
questions  to  the  nearly  all-white  church 
in  a  community  which  is  comprised  of 
20%  minority  persons  is  a  wonderful 
examination  for  such  a  church  to  give  to 
itself! 

Scott  Campbell 

East  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts 

Another  vote 
for  ‘liberalizing’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  July  1  issue  of  the  Reporter,  in 
the  article  headlined  "Homosexual 
behavior  targeted,”  John  Lovelace  wrote 
"Five  conferences  want  to  amend  the 
Social  Principles  statement  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  in  .  .  .  ways  of  ‘liberalizing 
it.’  ” 

The  Califomia-Nevada  Conference 
also  voted  to  petition  the  deletion  of 
Paragraph  906.13  and  "homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching” 
from  the  “Discipline.” 

Christine  Shiber 
San  Francisco,  California 
Communism  not 
the  only  evil 
To  the  Editor: 

Leslie  Delahay’s  “Letter  to  the 
Editor”  headlined  “Christians  can’t 
accept  detente  with  evil”  (UMR,  July  1) 
is  much  too  simplistic.  He  states  that 
"Christians  must  come  to  recognize  that 
the  only  criteria  for  measuring  the  ‘good’ 
or  ‘evil’  of  a  government  is  whether  or 
not  it  acknowledges  God.” 

Governments  need  not  be  judged  solely 
upon  whether  they  acknowledge  God,  but 
whether  through  their  actions  they  follow 
the  will  of  God.  While  I  am  proud  of  my 
country  and  feel  that  communism  is  a 
great  evil,  many  incidents  cause  me  to 
question  our  “goodness.”  After  losing 
millions  of  lives  stopping  the  Nazis  in 
World  War  II,  we  turned  around  and 
secretly  smuggled  in  Nazi  mass 
murderers  solely  to  learn  more  about  our 
enemies,  the  communists. 

While  fighting  to  free  the  Vietnamese 
from  the  communists,  our  soldiers 
committed  many  atrocities,  killing  many 
civilians.  In  South  and  Central  America, 
we  continue  to  supply  money  and  arms  to 
dictators  who  torture  or  kill  their 
citizens,  but  are  anti-communist  and 
thus  our  allies.  And  finally,  we  spend  a 
large  fraction  of  our  national  wealth  to 
build  nuclear  devices  capable  of 
destroying  the  world  while  our  poor  and 
elderly  go  hungry. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  communists 
are  without  sin.  They  are  not.  But  in  the 
battle  between  "good”  and  “evil,”  how 
much  evil  can  the  "good”  carry  out 
before  it  is  no  longer  “good”? 

The  nuclear  deterrence  issue  is 
extremely  complex  and  cannot  be 
resolved  by  limiting  the  choices  of 
Christians  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Delahay. 
We  need  to  spend  more  time  analyzing 
issues  before  we  can  adequately  attempt 
to  solve  them. 

Keith  Baugues 
Carrollton,  Texas 


be;  they  desire  the  best  of  all  things  for 
themselves,  their  families,  their 
community,  their  nation,  the  earth,  and 
the  universe;  they  desire  to  worship  their 
God  in  the  most  positive  w^y  they  know 
how ;  they  desire  the  comfort  of  a  positive 
confidence  in  life  after  this  life;  and  they 
desire  to  work  together  to  achieve  their 
desires.  What  greater  unity  can  exist 
than  this? 

Some  people  would  have  the  world 
think  that  the  ranks  of  United  Methodists 
are  decreasing  because  of  disunity. 
From  where  I  stand  nothing  could  be 
further  from  the  truth.  Some  members 
may  move  their  membership  to  other 
churches  because  they  have  not  learned 
to  understand  and  tolerate  others  at 
times,  but  it  certainly  is  not  because  they 
are  not  united  in  the  essentials.  But  what 
is  to  be  understood  and  tolerated? 

No  two  ideas  the  same 

I  dare  say  that  no  two  United  Method¬ 
ists  conceive  of  God,  Whom  we  all  agree 
is  the  Creator  and  Sustainer  of  the 
Universe  and  all  that  is  in  it,  in  exactly 
the  same  manner,  and  that  difference  of 
conception  is  usually  what  separates 
United  Methodists  in  small  things. 

The  articles  and  letters  contained  in 
UMR  demonstrate  the  two  basic 
concepts  of  God  held  by  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

One  concept  identifies  God  as  a  natural 
part  of  the  universe,  and  all  that  God 
does  is  accomplished  through  the  normal 
functions  of  universal  laws  that  He 
placed  into  motion  even  before  the 
beginning  of  the  universe. 

The  other  concept  places  God  external 
to  the  universe  that  He  has  placed  in 
motion  by  a  magical  application  of 
natural  laws,  and  these  laws  He 
interrupts  from  time  to  time  to  perform 
some  great  feat  of  magic  in  a  fit  of 
selfishness  or  jealousy  to  demonstrate 
His  powers. 

In  the  first  concept  can  be  seen  God  the 
Naturalist.  He  is  a  predictable,  loving 
Father,  who  has  provided  everything 
His  creatures  could  want  in  His 
creations.  He  provided  His  creatures 
with  excellent  minds  to  discover  all  that 
He  has  provided,  and  He  gives  them  the 
latitude  to  perfect  the  earth  and  the 
universe  according  to  their  developing 
understanding. 

In  the  second  concept  we  see  God  the 
Magician.  He  is  totally  unpredictable.  He 
is  jealous.  He  vents  His  anger  on  those 
who  do  not  please  Him  even  to  the 
seventh  generation.  He  destroys  those 
who  do  not  please,  love,  or  understand 
Him,  and  He  causes  man  to  live  his  life 
totally  by  chance.  He  blesses  some,  and 
He  curses  others  in  order  to  impose  His 
will  upon  all. 

Concerns  viewed  differently 

If  United  Methodists  view  God  from 
these  two  general  points  of  view  it  is 
obvious  that  they  must  disagree  on  some 
details,  but  that  does  not  mean  that  they 
are  not  united.  It  does  mean  they 
approach  common  concerns  from 
different  points  of  view. 

The  best  examples  I  can  use  to 
graphically  illustrate  my  point  are  the 
letters  in  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
feature  of  UMR. 

In  one  such  letter,  Ellisue  B.  Morris  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  stated:  “It  bothers  me  for 
the  church  to  participate  in  trying  to 
force  a  particular  behavior  on  the 
general  public  through  laws.” 

Ms.  Morris’  concern  was  abortion,  and 
the  fact  that  well  meaning,  sincere 
people  may  force  something  harmful 
upon  others,  and  upon  themselves 
through  the  local,  state,  and  national 
legislative  processes. 

Ms.  Morris  does  not  approve  of 
abortion,  but  recognizes  the  fact  that 
things  do  happen  in  the  course  of  human 
life  that  cannot  be  governed  by  the 
inflexible  dictates  of  legislation  and 
laws. 

Ms.  Morris’  letter  reflects  God  the 
Naturalist;  the  loving  and  concerned 
Father  who  has  provided  His  children 
with  all  they  will  ever  need,  and  has 
given  them  the  freedom  in  which  to 


exercise  their  judgment  in  the  light  of  the 
Two  Great  Commandments. 

In  another  letter  from  Mrs.  Dean 
Adams  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  Mrs. 
Adams  stated:  "We  are  missing  the 
mark  of  our  high  calling  when  we  don’t 
educate  people  to  the  fact  that  Jesus  can, 
and  will,  help  them  through  anything. 
Yes,  even  a  pregnancy  that  is  a  result  of 
rape.” 

God  the  magician 

Mrs.  Adams  was  also  concerned  about 
abortion,  but  her  approach  to  the  solution 
reflects  the  concept  of  God  the  magician. 
Mrs.  Adams  states  further  that  United 
Methodists  must  “wake  up  and  start 
promoting  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Rock, 
Healer,  Undergirder,  Uplifter,  Savior, 
and  Master.”  There  are  at  least  67 
million  definitions  for  each  of  the  words 
used  by  Mrs.  Adams  to  attribute  to  the 
qualities  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the 
approximate  number  of  Christians  in  the 
United  States  today.  As  Mrs.  Adams  used 
the  words,  it  seems  to  me  they  were 
spoken  in  response  to  a  jealous  God;  3 
God  who  will  respond  only  to  begging  and 
pleading,  and  then  He  will  respond  only 
to  some  and  not  to  all. 

Would  Mrs.  Adams  want  a  12  or  13- 
year-old  girl  to  carry  to  full  term  a 
pregnancy  resulting  from  rape?  I  don’t 
really  think  so.  Neither  do  I  think  Jesus 
would  permit  such  a  thing  to  happen  if  He 
were  in  our  place.  Jesus  said,  "Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  to  me  and  forbid 
them  not.”  A  12-year-old  girl,  although 
she  may  be  physically  capable  of  sexual 
activity  and  childbirth,  is  still  a  child, 
and  to  force  one  through  such  an  ordeal  is 
not  "Suffering  a  little  child  to  come  to 
Jesus.”  Rather  it  is  causing  a  little  child 
to  suffer!  Such  a  thing  would  be  a  most 
horrible,  cruel,  and  unusual  punishment, 
and  we  do  have  laws  against  that. 

All  seek  God’s  approval 

I  do  not  believe  that  Mrs.  Adams  is 
insensitive  to  people  who  find  themselves 
in  such  a  situation,  but  I  do  believe  she  is 
seeking  God’s  approval  of  her  actions  in 
response  to  her  concept  of  God  as 
certainly  we  all  do.  I  also  feel  that  Mrs. 
Adams  believes  that  God  will  punish  her 
for  the  actions  of  others.  She  certainly 
has  grounds  for  such  belief  because  the 
Old  Testament  is  filled  with  graphic 
illustrations  supporting  such  a  concept, 
and  the  concept  also  is  supported  by 
many  United  Methodist  ministers. 

Forcing  a  woman,  young  or  old,  to 
carry  a  rape  or  incest  induced  pregnancy 
in  no  way  uplifts  Jesus.  Such  situations 
only  make  his  cry  from  the  cross  seem 
more  hopeless,  “Father, -forgive  them, 
they  know  not  what  they  do.  ’  ’ 

Ms.  Morris  and  Mrs.  Adams  may 
sound  as  if  they  are  separated  by 
continents  in  their  desires,  but  it  is 
obvious  they  are  not,  for  they  differ  only 
in  their  concepts  of  God,  and  their 
desires  and  objectives  are  exactly  the 
same. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  thing  most 
logical  for  United  Methodists  to  do  right 
now  is  to  recognize  the  fact  that  we  do 
have  differences  in  our  conceptions  of 
God,  and  also  in  many  other  phases  of 
life.  Having  arrived  at  that  point,  we 
must  work  to  discover  how  we  can  work 
together  to  accomplish  common  goals. 

I  may  be  a  Fundamental  Fundamenta¬ 
list,  and  you  may  be  a  Liberal  Liberalist, 
or  the  other  way  around,  but  we  should 
be  able  to  sit  in  the  same  pew  and  wor¬ 
ship  God  in  our  own  way,  and  still  work 
to  have  a  society  and  a  church  that  ac* 
complishes  both  our  objectives,  rather 
than  continuing  to  fuss,  and  in  the  end 
losing  it  all. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Thomas  E.  Cooper,  who 
attends  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  T  Stand,"  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222 ! 
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VANCOUVER,  Canada  (UMNS)  —  Nils  Warmberg’s  prize-winning 
poster  shows  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  ecumenical  ship  anchored 
here  for  the  Sixth  Assembly  July  24-Aug.  10.  British  Methodist  Pauline 
Webb  was  the  preacher  at  the  first  worship  service  on  opening  day.  More 
than  900  delegates  from  300  member  churches  will  affirm  “Jesus  Christ 
as  the  Life  of  the  World”  and  hold  up  peace  and  justice  issues. 

UMNS  PHOTO 

WCC  reminded 
faith,  acts  linked 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VANCOUVER  —  A  poorly  dressed 
man  —  at  least  humbly  dressed  for 
such  an  auspicious  occasion  as  the 
opening  celebration  of  the  sixth 
assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  —  captivated  the  14,000 
gathered  here  with  his  call  for  each  to 
get  closer  to  Jesus  and  closer  to  the 
poor. 

Jean  Vanier,  dressed  in  casual 
khakis  and  worn  sweater,  dominated 
the  platform  as  he  pleaded  for 
Christians  to  serve  ‘‘the  littlest,  the 
weakest  and  the  lost.”  Dr.  Vanier  is 
the  founder  of  L’Arnane,  a  worldwide 
organization  of  60  communities 
providing  a  home  for  mentally 
handicapped  persons.  He  is  the  son  of 
a  former  governor  general  of  Canada. 

The  stunning  two-hour  opening 
celebration  drew  on  all  the  tools  of 
worship  —  color,  music,  dance, 
massed  choirs,  litanies,  scripture 
readings  and  trumpet  fanfare  —  to 
rehearse  the  central  messages  of  the 
Christian  faith:  creation  and  exodus, 
the  incarnation,  crucifixion  and 
resurrection,  the  Holy  Spirit  and, 
finally,  the  Holy  City  —  a  new  heaven 
and  a  new  earth. 

Standing  below  eight,  suspended 
rugged  wooden  crosses  draped  in 
white  gauze,  Dr.  Vanier  reminded  the 
assembly  delegates,  observers  and 
Canadian  church  members,  that  ‘‘the 
Crucifixion  continues  today  in 
millions  of  people  who  are  weeping 
and  crushed  throughout  the  world  .  .  . 
their  anguish  is  that  they  are  not  loved 
or  appreciated;  they  feel  guilty  for 
existing.”  He  said  he  spoke  for 
“people  who  have  no  voice  .  .  .  who 
are  outcastes  ...  or  refugees  ...  or  in 
prisons  of  their  or  others’  making. 

“We  are  to  reveal  to  the  suffering  of 
this  world  that  they  are  precious. 
(Jesus)  doesn’t  only  want  us  to  go  see 
them  or  just  improve  their  conditions 
...  He  wants  us  to  befriend  them  and 
to  make  community  with  the  poor.” 

Dr.  Vanier  said  that  “to  live  with 
the  poor  is  to  live  with  Jesus,  but  to  do 
that  I  need  Jesus.  Without  Him,  I 
cannot  do  it;  without  being  sent  by 
Him  I  can’t  do  it.” 

Speaking  of  the  assembly  with  its 
more  than  900  delegates  from  304 
churches  in  100  nations.  Dr.  Vanier 
said,  “We  are  a  broken  body,  a  broken 
people.  May  we  yearn  to  drink  from 
the  chalice  of  suffering  .  .  .  Jesus  is 
asking  us  to  give  Him  our  hearts  and 
to  break  our  hearts  of  all  that  is  hard 
and  selfish.” 

He  concluded  with  the  “hope"  that 
as  “each  gets  closer  to  Jesus  and 
closer  to  the  poor,  it  may  lead  in  some 
mysterious  way  to  unity  in  the 
church.” 

The  afternoon  assembly  received 
official  greetings  from  the  Governor 
General  of  Canada,  Edward 
Schreyer,  who  drew  parallels  between 
Canada’s  multicultural  society  and 
the  World  Council  which  brings 
together  Christians  from  all  over  the 
world.  He  urged  the  assembly 
delegates  to  engage  in  major 
discussions  of  issues  even  though 
some  would  prefer  to  limit  them  to  the 
political  arena.  “Not  all  decisions 
should  be  decided  exclusively  in  the 
political  forum,”  he  said.  “Caesar, 
while  seemingly  omniscient,  is  not 
omnipotent." 

The  afternoon  assembly  was  one  of 
two  celebrations  on  Sunday,  the 
opening  day  of  the  Sixth  Assembly.  In 
the  morning,  upward  of  3,000 
delegates  and  visitors  gathered  at  the 
assembly  site,  the  University  of 
British  Columbia,  for  a  service  in  a 


large  white-and-yellow-striped  tent 
topped  with  a  cross.  The  tent  will  be 
the  primary  worship  place  during  the 
entire  18-day  assembly. 

British  Methodist  Pauline  Webb, 
the  director  of  religious  programming 
for  the  external  services  of  the  British 
Broadcasting  Corporation,  recalled 
the  conflicts  that  have  erupted  since 
the  fifth  assembly  in  Nairobi  in  1975. 

“We  have  seen  .  .  .  blood  spilt  in  the 
streets  of  Soweto  and  the  camps  of 
Beirut,  on  the  mountains  of  northwest 
Asia  and  in  the  seas  of  the  South 
Atlantic,  in  the  bomb  blasts  of  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  and  the  continuing 
carnage  of  Central  America,”  she 
said.  “All  over  the  world,  it  seems, 
people  are  engaged  in  the  bloodletting 
fanaticism  of  our  time  as  though 
human  lives  were  disposable  counters 
in  the  games  of  power  politics  .  .  .  And 
not  even  the  churches  have  clean 
hands  in  the  midst  of  all  this  bloody 
mess.” 

She  urged  Christians  to  be  like 
“good  secretaries  (who)  know  how  to 
take  the  right  initiatives  because  they 
know  the  mind  and  the  will  of  the  one 
for  whom  they  work.” 

During  the  first  week,  the  delegates 
began  the  business  of  an  assembly, 
which  is  to  evaluate  the  work  of  the 
seven  years  since  Nairobi  and  to  out¬ 
line  plans  for  the  rest  of  the  ’80s. 

In  a  very  real  way  the  delegates  will 
be  better  prepared  than  perhaps  ever 
before.  This  assembly  began  to  take 
shape  18  months  ago  as  more  than  70 
small  teams  visited  the  majority  of 
the  member  churches  on  site. 

Council  officials  say  they  believe 
that  the  teams  of  delegates  were 
especially  useful  in  acquainting  the 
delegates  with  the  various  cultural, 
economic  and  political  contexts  in 
which  Christians  are  living  out  their 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 

There  are  several  assembly 
“firsts”  among  the  900  delegates. 
Approximately  30  percent  are  women, 
up  significantly  from  the  6  percent  in 
Amsterdam  in  1948  at  the  first 
assembly.  The  women  had  a  pre¬ 
assembly  gathering  with  the  intent  of 
helping  them  "move  out  of  the 
women’s  corner  to  participate  as 
women  in  the  whole  church"  and  to 
overcome  the  deep  divisions  between 
women  because  of  geography,  age, 
faith  or  marital  status. 

Similarly,  there  are  nearly  twice  as 
many  delegates  under  30  years  of  age 
( 15  percent)  as  at  Nairobi  in  1975. 

Further,  there  are  15  guests  of  other 
faiths  —  Hindus,  Buddhists,  Jews, 
Muslims,  a  Sikh  and  a  Native 
Canadian  spiritualist. 

Among  the  major  issues  likely  to 
surface  here  are: 

•  How  the  churches  should  be 
involved  in  proclaiming  the  Good 
News  in  all  realms  of  life,  balancing 
social  action  and  evangelical 
concerns ; 

•  How  is  the  Christian  concern  for 
peace  related  to  the  mandate  to 
relieve  economic,  political  and  social 
injustice,  oppression  and  racism  which 
are  at  the  origin  of  local  and  regional 
wars; 

•  How  is  the  WCC  to  speak  and  be 
heard  publicly  with  “a  loud  and  clear 
voice”  to  address  human  rights 
concerns  as  a  multicultural,  theologi¬ 
cally  diverse,  international  body; 

•  What  would  further  steps  towards 
unity  look  like? 

Delegates  will  hear  major  presenta¬ 
tions  on  a  series  of  issues  and  then 
spend  considerable  time  in  small 
group  discuss  :ons  and  interaction  the 
second  week  before  making  final 
decisions  the  third  and  final  week  of 
the  assembly. 
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World  evangelists  to  keep  in  touch 


BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

AMSTERDAM  —  Many  of  the  world's 
Christian  evangelists  have  a  new  sense  of 
calling,  of  their  enormous  numbers  and 
of  more  practical  help  both  now  and  in 
the  near  future  than  they  could  have 
imagined,  as  the  result  of  an 
international  conference  here. 

Nearly  4,000  of  them  came  here  at  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association’s 
invitation,  many  with  all  or  partial 
expenses  subsidized  by  the  Minneapolis- 
based  association. 

Mr.  Graham,  the  conference’s 
honorary  chairman  who  spoke  five  times 
and  was  the  dominant  figure  even  when 
not  on  the  platform,  told  a  final  press 
conference  that  cost  estimates  are  $8.7 
million. 

This  does  not  include  costs  of  an 
intensive  follow-up  campaign  to  be 
headquartered  here  under  the  Rev.  John 
Corts,  who  left  a  Southern  Baptist 
pastorate  in  Florida  only  two  weeks 
earlier.  Mr.  Corts  said  he  expected  the 
Amsterdam  office  to  remain  open  at 
least  six  months,  perhaps  more  like  two 
or  three  years. 

Among  reasons  for  the  expensive 
followup  —  no  cost  estimates  were  given 
—  will  be  the  mailing  of  materials 
produced  here.  These  include  tape 
cassettes,  video  aids  for  those  who  can 
use  them,  a  two-volume  compendium  of 
papers  presented  here,  and  a  syllabus  for 
teaching  evangelistic  techniques. 

Many  of  these  evangelists  came  “from 
the  bush”  —  one  man  missed  a  train  out 
of  his  homeland  and  had  to  wait  five  days 
for  the  next  one  —  and  an  estimated  40 
percent  had  had  no  formal  training  in 
evangelism. 

As  “Amsterdam  ’83"  ended,  there  was 
talk  of  another  international  conference 
in  a  few  years  or  perhaps  regional  con¬ 
ferences  or  a  combination  of  the  two. 
The  followup  office  is  expected  to  coor¬ 
dinate  plans  for  any  such  subsequent 
meeting. 

Conference  leaders  emphasized 
repeatedly  that  this  conference  was  for 
practical  training.  No  resolutions  were 
offered,  no  official  statements  were 
made.  Rather,  the  evangelists,  in  an 
impressive  litany  led  on  the  closing  night 
by  Mr.  Graham,  expressed  15 
“affirmations”  about  the  Christian  faith 
and  particularly  about  evangelistic 
ministry. 

With  more  than  100  workshops  and 
eight  days  of  plenary  addresses,  it  was 
impossible  to  find  one  ultimate  definition 
of  this  conference  beyond  the  convening 
admonition,  taken  from  the  Scriptures, 
to  “do  the  work  of  an  evangelist." 

But  these  were  among  the  varied  ideas 
offered : 

•  Communication  —  to  get  the  message 
out,  evangelists  were  encouraged  to  do 
everything  from  asking  local  church 
people  to  knock  on  doors  to  using  films 
and  national  or  regional  television.  One 


4,000  return  from  Amsterdam 
ivith  practical  aids,  sense  of  calling 


speaker  brought  the  subject  close  to 
Biblical  imagery  when,  speaking  on 
open-air  preaching,  he  advised  against 
‘  ‘leather  lung  preaching.  ” 

“We  do  not  use  amplification 
equipment,’’  he  ,  said.  “With 
amplification,  people  listen  afar  off. 
There  is  no  personal  contact.  ” 

•  Social  involvement  —  the  evangelists 
received  conflicting  advice  on  whether  to 
get  involved  in  politics.  Brazil-native 
Luis  Palau  of  Portland,  Oregon,  rapidly 
becoming  one  of  the  world’s  best-known 
evangelists,  said  he  is  being  more  care¬ 
ful  in  talking  about  political  issues,  gen¬ 
erally  believing  he  has  been  invited  to 
preach  the  Gospel  rather  than  give  his 
opinion  on  political  issues. 

But  one  fiery  American  preacher  —  E. 
V.  Hill  of  Los  Angeles  —  said  black 
clergy  and  church  members  see  no 
conflict  in  mixing  the  pulpit  with  politics. 
He  said  he  supports  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Democratic  presidential  nomination  in 
1984. 

•  Strategy  —  Peruvian  Bible  educator 
Alfredo  Smith  said  the  church  has  been 
losing  ground  to  Marxists  “because  of 
what  I  would  call  a  mistake  of 
missionary  strategy  ...  we  haven't  been 


where  the  people  are.”  He  said 
evangelists  generally  have  neglected 
cities  and  universities  and  have  been 
preaching  “in  the  outskirts,  villages,  in 
the  bush,  the  jungle.  " 

But  the  fact  that  the  church  can  grow 
even  in  the  midst  of  war  came  from  an  El 
Salvadoran  evangelist,  who  said  the 
church  in  his  country  has  grown  despite 
four  years  of  war.  Dr.  L.  John  Bueno  said 
that  even  when  church  buildings  are 
destroyed,  their  congregations  continue 
to  meet  and  attract  new  members  and 
adherents. 

•  Reaching  difficult  spots  —  The 
conference  offered  several  geographical 
and  sectarian  examinations  of 
evangelizing  in  difficult  areas  or  among 
hard-to-reach  persons.  The  latter 
included  Hindus  and  Jews.  Susan 
Perlman,  who  heads  Jews  for  Jesus  in 
New  York,  startled  her  workshop  when 
she  declared  that  in  the  Jewish  “we/they 
framework,  Hitler,  the  Pope  and  Billy 
Graham  are  in  one  category  —  they.” 
But  she,  like  others  who  reminded  the 
evangelists  of  difficulties  they  may  face, 
said,  “It  is  difficult  but  not  impossible  to 
witness  to  a  Jewish  person.  Praise  God,  I 
am  living  proof.” 

On  the  Sunday  afternoon  at  mid- 


conference,  nearly  3,000  of  the  evangel¬ 
ists  rolled  out  into  Amsterdam  and  across 
the  beautiful  Dutch  countryside  in  a  fleet 
of  some  60  buses.  Once  on  location,  they 
were  charged  to  witness  on  a  personal 
basis  to  as  many  persons  as  they  could 
meet  face  to  face  and  to  press  toward  a 
“decision  for  Christ." 

Even  Mr.  Graham  went  out, 
unannounced  and  disguised  in  baseball 
cap  and  dark  glasses.  He  later  told  the 
conference  that  he  was  not  aware  that  he 
had  obtained  any  Christian  commitment 
from  the  15  or  so  persons  with  whom  he 
spoke. 

But  a  touch  of  what  can  be  accomp¬ 
lished  in  the  direct,  personal  approach 
was  witnessed  by  a  press  room  rep¬ 
resentative  who  went  with  four  buses 
of  evangelists  to^one  of  Holland’s  more 
famous  North  Sea  beaches,  where 
topless  swimming  and  sunbathing  are 
common. 

He  wrote  of  standing  by  quietly  while 
one  eastern  evangelist,  perhaps  an  Indian, 
walked  up  to  a  young  Dutch  man  and 
began  presenting  the  Gospel.  The  two 
talked  for  a  few  minutes  before  the 
younger  man  signed  his  name  and 
address  to  an  “inquiry  card.” 

The  two  men  parted.  Then  the 
journalist  walked  up.  Feigning 
detachment,  he  asked  the  young  man, 
“Who  was  tha  t  man  ?  ’ ' 

“He  is  my  brother,”  came  the  soft, 
ready  answer. 

“Your  brother?" 

“Yes,  my  new  brother  in  Christ.” 


AMSTERDAM  —  Quickly,  now,  in  the  picture  at  left, 
which  one  is  the  evangelist?  The  Rev.  Billy  Graham,  in 
baseball  cap  and  dark  glasses,  sits  incognito  along¬ 
side  two  Third  World  evangelists  witnessing  to  a 
young  man  in  an  Amsterdam  park. 

BILLY  GRAIIAM  EVANGELISTIC  ASSOCIATION  PHOTOS 


AMSTERDAM  —  At  right,  an  unidentified  evangelist 
from  Nigeria  presents  the  small  booklet,  “Steps  to 
Peace  with  God,”  which  he  and  thousands  of  others 
used  as  they  made  personal  contacts.  The  shirtless 
young  man  astride  a  bicycle  is  typical  of  persons  seen 
throughout  the  Dutch  capital  city. 


Exclusive  Graham  interview  with  UMR 

Methodists  urged  to  be  evangelists 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

AMSTERDAM  —  If  any  Christians 
should  be  evangelists,  based  on  their 
unique  heritage,  it  is  the  Methodists. 

That’s  the  opinion  of  evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  who  shared  those  and  other 
thoughts  in  an  exclusive  interview  with 
the  Reporter  following  the  “Amsterdam 
’83”  conference.  (See  related  story 
above.)  Tired  but  tanned  and  relaxed 
Mr.  Graham  said  modern-day  Method¬ 
ists,  including  United  Methodists,  can 
learn  a  great  deal  from  their  Wesleyan 
forebears. 

“Out  of  the  evangelistic  preaching  of 
John  Wesley  and  Francis  Asbury  and 
George  Whitefield  and  their  other 
ministry  came  what  we  know  of  as 
today’s  Methodist  Church,”  Mr.  Graham 
said.  “I  was  talking  with  a  Methodist 
bishop  recently  and  he  agreed  with  me 
that  it  would  do  Methodist  clergy  a  lot  of 
good  to  read  and  re-read  the  sermons  of 
Wesley,  Asbury  and  Whitefield. 

“I  could  preach  the  sermons  of 
Whitefield  by  simply  changing  a  few 
points  to  make  the  sermons  relevant  to 
today.  He  preached  the  same  thing  to  his 
hearers  that  I  do.  namely,  you  must  be 
born  again.” 

Mr.  Graham  offered  his  comments  on 
the  value  of  Methodist  history  and 
example  during  a  15-minute  conver¬ 
sation  about  his  apparent  “pilgrimage" 
from  an  emphasis  on  conservative 
evangelical  theology  to  his  definite 
stands  on  such  social  issues  as  race 
relations  and  the  nuclear  arms  race. 

He  agreed  that  “pilgrimage”  was  an 
appropriate  word.  “My  pilgrimage 
started,”  he  began,  "shortly  after  my 
conversion.  Coming  from  North  Carolina 
I  did  not  have  much  contact  with  people 
of  other  races  until  I  went  to  college.  My 
school  —  Wheaton  College  in  Illinois  — 
was  founded  as  an  anti-slavery 
institution.  I  began  there  to  see  my 
tremendous  responsibility  towards  other 
persons.” 

In  the  earlier  years  of  his  evangelistic 
ministry,  he  said,  he  followed  local 
custom  and  preached  to  segregated 
audiences.  But  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.  he  decided  to  change  all  that. 
He  asked  the  ushers  to  remove  the  ropes 
from  the  back  of  the  hall,  reserved  for 
black  persons.  “They  said  they  could  not. 
So  I  removed  them  myself,  after  which  I 
made  a  public  statement  that  I  would 
never  again  preach  to  a  segregated 
audience. 

"The  first  disturbance  involving  my 
preaching  to  racially-mixed  audiences 
occurred  in  Clinton,  Tenn.  The  town 


had  had  some  racial  problems.  Drew 
Pearson,  the  newspaper  columnist  whom 
I  knew,  called  and  asked  if  I  had  the 
courage  to  preach  in  Clinton.  I  told  him  I 
did.  Mr.  Pearson  and  Senator  Estes 
Kefauver  were  both  on  the  platform  that 
night  when  I  preached  in  Clinton.  And  the 
head  of  the  (segregationist)  white 
citizens’  council  accepted  Christ  during 
that  meeting.” 

Mr.  Graham  said  he  turned  down 
invitations  for  20  years  to  preach  in  South 
Africa  because  he  would  not  go  back  on 
his  word  to  preach  only  to  integrated 
audiences.  When  the  churches  there 
finally  agreed  to  his  demands  for 
integration  of  his  audiences,  “we 
preached  to  40,000  in  Durban  and  60,000 
in  Johannesburg.  And  I  spoke  against 
apartheid  right  on  their  television  and  on 
British  television." 


Methodist  museum  opens 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.  (UMNS)  — 
Accompanied  by  a  fanfare  of  brass,  Paul 
Imathiu  of  Kenya  pushed  open  the  doors 
to  the  renovated  and  enlarged  home  of 
one  of  the  world's  top  collections  of 
Methodistica  July  16  here. 

The  reopening  of  the  museum  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  (WMC)  marked  the  completion 
of  a  project  costing  more  than  $160,000. 
Several  works  of  art  were  added  to  the 
collections  housed  here  since  1956.  Other 
items  are  on  display  for  the  first  time. 

Above  a  quarter-size  replica  of  John 
Wesley’s  Conversion  Place  Memorial  in 
London  stands  at  the  entrance  to  the 
museum.  jeff  hale  photo 


Mr.  Graham  moved  quickly  ahead  in 
his  “pilgrimage”  to  the  peace  issue.  "I 
talked  about  peace  in  the  ’50s,  but  it  was 
not  a  big  story  then.  I  have  sermons  from 
my  radio  ‘Hour  of  Decision’  from  those 
years  in  which  I  spoke  often  of  peace.  But 
people  were  not  as  disturbed  as  now. 
Four  or  five  years  ago  people  all  over  the 
world  began  feeling  alarmed  about  the 
nuclear  arms  race.  And  my  comments 
and  those  of  others  suddenly  became 
‘news.’  ” 

Mr.  Graham  said  that  his  “pil¬ 
grimage"  continues.  He  said  he  was 
asked  to  speak  recently  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Executive 
Committee  meeting  in  the  same  city 
where  he  was  leading  a  crusade.  "I  could 
tell  by  their  questions  they  were 
concerned  about  the  drop  in  membership 
in  their  denominations  and  the  declining 


enrollment  in  their  seminaries, 
particularly  while  the  more  conservative 
evangelical  groups  like  the  Nazarenes 
and  the  Southern  Baptists  are  growing." 

Mr.  Graham  met  with  the  Reporter 
following  a  press  conference  in  which  he 
issued  his  personal  “call”  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  whose  assembly  was 
to  begin  three  days  later  in  Vancouver, 
Canada. 

“I  call  upon  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  to  give  a  renewed  emphasis  to 
the  roots  from  which  it  sprang  ...  to 
make  as  its  first  priority  the  biblical 
mandate  to  proclaim  the  saving  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  so  that  those  countless 
millions  who  are  spiritually  impover¬ 
ished  and  without  hope  in  our  world  may 
turn  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  hope  of  the 
world.” 

—  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
and 

Cairo, Egypt  Tour 

October  12-21,  1983 
February  7-1 6,  1984 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the  Garden 
Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock"  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  During  the 
stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Bethany, 
the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s  well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of 
Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our 
hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience 
one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and  NO 
EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air.  We 
like  this  much  better  than  a  ‘  ‘charter”  flight . 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen, 

Transco  Tower.  Suite  1830-31. 

P.O.  Box  13%,  Houston.  Texas  77251 
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Question  Box  results 


The  following  shows  the  breakdown  of  742  responses  to  the  June  24  survey. 

1.  Recognizing  that  a  good  case  can  be  made  for  both  basic  positions  on  U.S. 
immigration  policy,  which  do  you  believe  should  receive  first-priority 
support  among  Christians?  (circle  one) 

78%  a.  Placing  strict  limits  on  immigration  in  order  to  stabilize  U.S. 
population  growth. 

18%  b.  Placing  generous  limits  on  immigration  so  that  most  persons 
desiring  to  enter  the  U.S.  may  do  so. 

4%  c.  Undecided 

2.  Do  you  believe  Christian  compassion  is  most  fully  shown  —  or  least 
compromised  —  by  immigration  policies  which:  (circle  one) 

73%  a.  Give  first  priority  to  the  welfare  of  persons  already  in  the  U.S.  — 
and  especially  to  those  who  are  poor  and  whose  interests  are 
believed  by  many  to  be  adversely  affected  by  the  influx  of  large 
numbers  of  immigrants. 

17%  b.  Give  first  priority  to  the  welfare  of  persons  who  have  fled  their 
homelands  in  search  of  a  new  life  and/or  who  desire  to  be  united  with 
family  members  already  in  the  U.S.  —  and  especially  since 
immigrants  are  believed  by  many  to  be  willing  to  accept  jobs  which 
most  persons  in  the  U.S.  are  unwilling  to  perform. 

10%  c.  Undecided 

3.  Most  proposals  currently  before  Congress  include  some  type  of  amnesty 
provision  for  persons  who  have  immigrated  to  the  U.S.  illegally,  and  in  some 
cases  have  resided  and  worked  here  for  several  years.  What  position  do  you 
believe  Christians  should  advocate  regarding  these  proposals?  (circle  one) 
17%  a.  Amnesty  should  be  granted  across-the-board  to  immigrants 

currently  residing  in  the  U.S.  illegally  since  it  is  virtually  impossible 
to  enforce  rigid  restrictions  on  such  persons,  much  less  deport  them 
in  large  numbers. 

59%  b.  No  across-the-board  amnesty  should  be  granted.  The  status  of 
illegal  aliens  should  be  handled  on  a  case-by-case  basis  with  most 
either  being  deported  or  granted  temporary  residence  status. 

20%  c.  Amnesty  should  be  offered  for  illegal  aliens  who  arrived  in  the 
U.S.  prior  to  a  specific  cutoff  date  ranging  from  1977  to  1982. 

4%  d.  Undecided 

4.  In  what  ways  do  you  believe  Christians  should  become  involved  in 
advocating  specific  immigration  provisions?  (circle  one) 

7%  a.  Primarily  through  the  work  of  church  agencies  whose  leaders 
possess  special  knowledge  or  expertise  in  such  matters. 

15%  b.  Only  on  an  individual  basis. 

47%  c.  Both  as  individuals  and  corporately  through  church  agencies  and 
coalitions. 

25%  d.  Immigration  policy  is  a  governmental  matter  which  should  be  of 
no  special  concern  to  Christians . 
e.  Undecided 


6% 

Are  you  a :  Layman 

40% 

Age  group :  35  &  under 

9% 


Laywoman 

47% 

36-50  51-64 

19%  43%  29% 


Minister  (circle one) 

13% 

65  &  over  (circle one) 


Population  stability  clear  choice 

Reporter  survey  finds  strict  immigration  limits  wanted 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  placement  of  “strict”  limits  on 
immigration  to  stabilize  U.S.  population 
growth  was  favored  overwhelmingly  by 
readers  (78%)  who  responded  to  the 
Reporter’s  June  24  “Question  Box” 
survey. 

The  placement  of  “generous”  limits  so 
that  most  persons  desiring  to  enter  the 
U.S.  may  do  so  was  chosen  by  18  percent 
of  respondents. 

Each  option  reflects  a  goal  stated  in 
separate  United  Methodist  Church 
resolutions. 

The  U.S.  government  is  urged  by  one 
UMC  resolution  to  welcome  “generous” 
numbers  of  persons  seeking  a  new  home 
for  economic,  political  or  safety  reasons. 
It  is  urged  by  another  resolution  to 
establish  policies  that  would  help 
stabilize  the  U.S.  population  size. 

The  Reporter’s  readers  were  asked 
whether  Christians  should  give  first- 
priority  support  to  generous  immigration 
limits  or  to  strict  limits  aimed  at 
achieving  population  stability. 

Population  stability  was  the  clear 
majority  choice  of  ministers  (59%), 
laywomen  (78%),  laymen  (84%)  and  by 
nearly  every  age  group  in  those  three 
categories. 

“Generous  limits”  received  majority 
support  from  only  one  group:  ministers 
aged  35  and  under. 

Seventy-three  percent  of  respondents 
said  Christian  compassion  is  most  fully 
shown  by  a  U.S.  immigration  policy  that 
gives  first  priority  to  the  welfare  of 
persons  already  in  this  country  — 
especially  to  those  who  are  poor. 

On  the  question  of  what  to  do  with 
persons  already  residing  illegally  in  the 
U.S.,  59  percent  opposed  any  across-the- 
board  amnesty  and  legalization  of  their 
residence  status. 

Age  is  key  indicator 
Geographic  location  of  the  respondents 
did  not  seem  to  have  much  bearing  on 
opinions,  but  age  was  a  key  factor. 

On  the  choice  between  “generous 
immigration  limits”  and  population 
stability,  responses  from  the  seven  states 
that  U.S.  officials  say  are  most  affected 
by  immigration  divided  almost  exactly 
the  same  —  within  a  percentage  point  — 


Drug,  alcohol  pledge  success  told 

Judge  applauds  UM  program 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  writer 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  —  Family  court 
judge  Edward  P.  Gallogly  commended 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  here 
recently  from  its  pulpit  for  the  drug  and 
alcohol  “pledge”  program  it  has  for 
youth. 

The  judge  said  I 
his  court  constantly 
faces  young  people 
in  trouble  due  to 
drug  and  alcohol 
abuse  and  he  is 
pleased  to  see  the 
church  tackling 
this  problem. 

Through  its  pro¬ 
gram,  Trinity  UMC 
annually  invites 
youth  over  10-years-old  to  “pledge”  at 
the  altar  that  they  “will  abstain  from 
drinking  alcoholic  beverages,  from 
smoking,  and  from  taking  any  drugs  that 
may  harm  the  body,  confuse  the  mind,  or 
weaken  the  will.” 

Although  new  to  the  pulpit,  Judge 
Gallogly  delivered  a  powerful  sermon 
that  exhorted  the  youth  of  the  church  to 


Judge  Gallogly 


remain  faithful  to  their  pledge. 
Obviously  touched  by  their  commitment, 
he  said:  “I  am  here  to  honor  these 
youngsters.  They  are  not  taking  this 
pledge  because  they  are  worried  about 
the  fires  of  hell.  They  do  it  because  they 
love  their  parents  and  they  love  God.” 
And  that  “makes  a  perfect  commit¬ 
ment.” 

Judge  Gallogly,  the  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Family  Court  and  former 
state  lieutenant  governor,  spoke  at 
Trinity  on  the  Sunday  the  church  honored 
its  second  group  of  youth  pledges.  This 
second  group  of  16  follows  the  pilot 
group  of  15  youth  who  made  the  pledge 
over  one  year  ago  and  who  reportedly 
are  still  holding  fast  to  their  vows. 

The  idea  of  the  pledge  program 
surfaced  in  1981  as  a  means  of  defense  for 
youth  against  prevalent  drug  and  alcohol 
influences.  Its  impetus  was  the 
complaint  by  a  10-year-old  Providence 
boy  to  his  parents  that  he  was  being 
pressured  to 4  ‘smoke  pot”  at  school . 

Subsequently,  the  pastor  and 
numerous  Trinity  members  devised  the 
pledge  program.  This  program  is  not 
limited  to  a  pledge,  however.  It  includes 


a  visit  from  a  drug  and  alcohol  addiction 
counselor,  a  tour  of  the  local  prison  for 
juvenile  offenders,  and  climbing  nearby 
Mt.  Wachusets  in  order  to  “get  a  taste  of 
the  effort  necessary  to  keep  such  a 
pledge.” 

Nationally,  United  Methodist  concern 
and  action  on  drug  and  alcohol  abuse 
appears  to  be  on  the  rise.  As  reported  in 
the  Reporter’s  July  15  issue,  10  annual 
conferences  requested  increased 
denominational  involvement  in  this  area. 
Others  have  recommended  raising  the 
legal  drinking  age  and  stricter 
enforcement  of  drinking  laws.  The 
Northern  New  Jersey  and  Kentucky, 
conferences  specifically  have  petitioned 
the  1984  Conference  to  create  a  standing 
commission  on  alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

Trinity  UMC  leaders  report 
“tremendous  success”  with  their 
program,  and  they  urge  others  to  engage 
in  similar  efforts. 

Additional  information  regarding 
Trinity’s  program  can  be  secured  from 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Bridgham  St.  at  Trinity  Square, 
Providence,  R.1. 02907. 


the  church  today 


British  Methodists  elect 
new  conference  secretary 

LONDON  (MCPS)  -  The  Rev.  Brian 
Beck,  principal  of  Wesley  House, 
Cambridge  and  Secretary  of  the  Joint 
Staff  meeting  of  the  Cambridge 
Federation  of  Theological  Colleges,  is  to 
be  the  next  Secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Conference. 

In  the  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Beck  is 
best  known  for  his  committee  work.  He 
has  served  on  the  General  Purposes  and 
Faith  and  Order  Committees  and  on  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Overseas 
Division.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Division  of  Ministries  Board  of  Studies. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  Executive  Committee  and  is  co- 
chairman  of  the  Oxford  Institute  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Theological  Studies. 

Like  Dr.  Kenneth  Greet,  whom  he  will 
succeed.  Dr.  Beck  is  a  convinced 
ecumenist.  But  he  was  committed  to  the 
Methodist  ministry  from  childhood  and  is 
concerned  that  distinctive  Methodist 
values  should  be  preserved  in  any  future 
scheme  for  unity. 

Former  Scarritt 
president  dies 

NASHVILLE  -  The  Rev.  D.  Dillon 
Holt,  a  president  emeritus  of  Scarritt 
College,  died  June  29  in  West  Jefferson, 
N.C. 

Funeral  services  were  July  2  in  West 
Jefferson  at  Bethany  United  Methodist 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Chrislian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0. 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 


Church.  Dr.  Holt,  84,  was  Scarritt 
president  from  1960  to  1970. 

A  native  of  Albemarle,  N.C.,  Dr.  Holt 
was  on  the  faculty  at  Rutherford  College 
and  Duke  Divinity  School.  A  UM 
minister,  he  occupied  pulpits  in  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  served  four  years  as 
executive  director  of  the  Methodist 
College  Foundation,  and  was  director  of 
financial  promotion  for  the  General 
Conference  Commission  on  Christian 
Education  from  1956-60. 

Bishop  Ledden  establishes 
fund  at  Wesley  Seminary 

WASHINGTON  (WTS)  —  Retired 
Bishop  W.  Earl  Ledden  has  set  up  a  fund 
at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  here  to 
provide  special  educational  experiences 
for  students  in  music  and  worship. 

Bishop  Ledden,  the  oldest  living  bishop 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  has  had 
a  long-standing  interest  and 
commitment  to  exposing  theological 
students  to  great  music  so  that  their 
ministries  might  be  enhanced  by  a 
growing  appreciation  of  music  and  its 
role  in  the  worship  of  God.  During  his 
tenure  as  a  professor  at  Wesley 
Seminary,  Bishop  Ledden  regularly  took 
students  to  the  symphony. 

Church  which  closed  restaurant 
that  catered  to  gays  is  attacked 

CHICAGO  (RNS)  -  A  triangle,  the 
symbol  of  “gay”  pride,  was  burned  into 
the  lawn  with  a  chemical  ' defoliant  in 
front  of  the  parsonage  of  Broadway  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  after  the  church 
closed  down  a  restaurant  in  its  basement 
that  catered  to  homosexuals. 

James  Harris,  co-chairperson  of  the 
church’s  administrative  council,  said  he 
believes  the  destruction  was  done  as  a 


protest  over  the  closing  of  the  restaurant 
which  had  operated  for  only  a  few  weeks 
in  the  early  spring.  The  restaurant  was 
ordered  closed  following  complaints  by 
members  of  the  congregation. 

Mr.  Harris  said  that  several  hundred 
dollars’  worth  of  plants  also  were 
destroyed  by  the  vandals. 

He  called  upon  the  “gay”  community 
to  “disavow  the  use  of  the  gay  pride 
symbol  for  anything  like  defacing  church 
property.” 

Wyoming  woman  cleric 
nominated  as  bishop 

DENVER  (RNS)  —  The  Rev.  Deanna 
Bleyle  of  Cheyenne  has  been  nominated 
as  a  “favorite  daughter”  candidate  for 
bishop  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  If 
elected,  she  will  be  only  the  second 
woman  bishop  in  the  9.6  million-member 
church. 

Ms.  Bleyle,  superintendent  of  the 
Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  district,  was  unani¬ 
mously  nominated  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  in  Fort  Collins.  Ms.  Bleyle, 
40,  has  a  doctorate  in  psychology. 

Committee  favors  continuing 
deaconesses,  home  missionaries 

MEMPHIS  (UMNS)  -  The  national 
Committee  on  Deaconess  and  Home 
Missionary  Service  has  called  on  the 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  make  a  statement 
clarifying  the  need  for  this  type  of 
ministry  in  its  various  forms. 

At  its  annual  meeting  here  recently  the 
committee  expressed  concern  that  this 
ministry  not  be  lost,  no  matter  what 
recommendation  the  Ministry  Study 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  makes  on 
diaconal  ministry. 


as  responses  from  the  other  43  states. 
(The  seven  “high  impact”  states  are  Illi¬ 
nois,  New  York,  Florida,  Texas,  Colorado, 
Arizona  and  California. ) 

But  the  difference  in  responses  among 
age  groups  was  pronounced.  The  older 
the  respondents,  the  more  likely  they 
were  to  favor  immigration  policies  that 
would  help  stabilize  the  population,  give 
priority  to  poor  Americans  and  strictly 
enforce  laws  against  illegal  aliens. 

For  instance,  population  stability  was 
supported  by:  52  percent  (age  35  and 
under),  71  percent  (age  36-50),  81  percent 
(age  51-64)  and  87  percent  (age  65  and 
over). 

Laymen  over  the  age  of  65  favored 
strict  limits  and  population  stability  by  a 
20  To  1  margin. 

“It’s  easy  to  say  ‘generous  limits’ 
today  when  it  is  the  future  generation 
who  will  suffer,”  said  one  older  layman 
from  LaSalle,  Ill.  “We  must  assume 
responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  our 
grandchildren.” 

Younger  respondents  more  commonly 
suggested  the  U.S.  has  the  resources  to 
handle  a  larger  population. 

“We  cannot 
save  the  whole 
world ...  we  must 
control  population 
growth.” 

“ We  have  room  and  jobs  enough  for 
generous  immigration  limits,”  said  a 
laywoman  from  Dallas. 

Role  of  church  considered 

Christians  should  be  involved  in  some 
way  in  advocating  specific  immigration 
provisions,  according  to  69  percent  of 
respondents  who  circled  one  of  the  first 
three  choices  offered. 

But  another  25  percent  said 
immigration  policy  is  a  governmental 
matter  which  should  be  of  no  special 
concern  to  Christians. 

Many  of  those  respondents  pointed  out 
that  immigration  issues  contain  moral 
considerations  for  Christians  but  that 
persons  should  be  involved  as  citizens, 
not  as  church  members.  “Christians  are 
prone  to  uncontrollable  compassion,” 
explained  a  layman  from  St.  Mary’s,  Pa. 

Of  the  742  responses  7  percent  said 
advocacy  on  immigration  matters  should 
be  done  primarily  through  church 
agencies  because  of  their  staff  members’ 
special  expertise. 

Fifteen  percent,  said  only  individuals 
should  be  involved.  “I  have  read  very 
little  that  leads  me  to  believe  that  most  of 
our  church  leaders  possess  any  great 
expertise  on  matters  vital  to  the 
government,”  said  a  laywoman  from 
Petrolia,  Pa. 

Nearly  half  —  47  percent  —  said  both 
individuals  and  church  agencies  should 
be  involved.  However,  many  of  those 
respondents  said  they  thought  the 
agencies  should  only  collect  information 
and  help  educate  church  members  and 
not  do  any  lobbying. 

The  majority  opinion  found  in  this  sur¬ 
vey  about  immigration  matters  is  almost 
directly  opposite  that  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Boards  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  and  of  Global  Ministries. 

Last  spring  those  boards  nearly 
unanimously  voted  to  oppose  provisions 
—  limiting  legal  immigration  and 
attempting  to  stop  illegal  immigration  — 
contained  in  congressional  legislation. 

In  addition,  both  boards  favor  granting 
amnesty  to  illegal  aliens  currently  in  the 
U.S. 

Designated 
gift  change 
proposed 

PITTSBURGH  (RNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  committee  has  affirmed  the 
denomination’s  current  funding  pattern, 
but  recommended  a  change  allowing 
more  opportunities  for  designated  gifts. 

Following  a  two-year  study  of  some  15 
general  funds,  the  committee  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  existing  pattern, 
saying  it  wasn’t  too  complex  for  a 
denomination  as  large  as  the  9.5  million- 
member  United  Methodist  Church. 

However,  the  study  committee 
recommended  that  one  of  the  funding 
channels  be  “modified  and  renamed”  to 
permit  designated  gifts  to  be  given  to 
general  agencies  not  in  the  General 
Advance  Special  program.  World 
Service  is  United  Methodism’s  basic 
program  and  benevolence  fund.  After 
World  Service,  General  Advance  is  the 
church’s  “second  mile”  giving  to 
missions.  Designated  gifts  to  the 
Advance  program  must  be  used  for  the 
specified  mission  project.  Under  existing 
rules,  only  three  units  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are 
in  the  Advance  program. 

Of  some  $83  million  received  in  1982 
through  the  church’s  general  funds, 
some  $28.3  million  went  to  World  Service, 
and  $21  million  went  to  the  Advance 
program  for  specific  designated  global 
ministries  projects,  a  church  spokesman 
said. 

The  funding  study  grew  out  of  a 
question  raised  in  1978  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  which  isn’t  in  the 
Advance  program  but  asked  if  it  could 
receive  designated  gifts.  Several  other 
units  had  also  raised  the  issue. 


This  summer,  the  U.S.  Senate  passed 
the  bill  opposed  by  the  UM  boards.  The 
boards’  staffs  now  are  working  to  keep 
the  House  from  approving  it. 

Significance  of  survey  judged 

The  “Question  Box”  survey  is  of  the 
type  that  typically  draws  responses  from 
persons  who  are  most  interested  or 
informed  about  an  issue,  said  the  Rev. 
Douglas  Jackson.  The  professor  of  the 
sociology  of  religion  and  an  experienced 
opinion  pollster  at  UM-related  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  was  asked  to 
comment  on  the  significance  of  the 
survey. 

But  because  of  the  Reporter’s 
nationwide  circulation,  the  size  of  the 
response  (742)  and  the  overwhelming 
majorities  favoring  one  option  on  each 
question,  “it  isn’t  risky  to  predict  that  the 
results  of  this  survey  represent  the 
majority  will  of  the  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  Dr.  Jackson  said. 

More  than  half  the  respondents  wrote 
comments,  most  of  them  on  each 
question. 

“That  is  very  high  and  shows  that  the 
respondents  regard  immigration  as  a 
complex  issue,”  Dr.  Jackson  said.  “They 
are  unwilling  to  be  categorized  too  easily 
and  want  to  qualify  their  answers." 

For  instance,  among  persons  favoring 
“strict  limits”  and  population  stability, 
more  than  5  percent  wrote  that  they 
believe  the  U.S.  should  provide  some  sort 
of  economic  and  birth  control  aid  to 
nations  which  produce  the  most 
immigrants. 

Indicative  of  the  moral  dilemma  many 
respondents  felt  were  comments  from  a 
Pittsburgh  laywoman:  “By  faith  I  say 
give  first  priority  attention  to  would-be 
immigrants.  But  my  intellect  says  it 
should  be  to  poor  Americans:'’ 

Over-population  feared 

The  most  frequent  comments  were: 
“We  cannot  save  the  whole  world”  and 
“We  must  control  population  growth." 

The  most  common  concern  was  the 
fear  that  population  growth  of  other 
nations  will  overtake  the  U.S. 

These  are  representative  comments 
from  persons  favoring  strict  limits  on 
immigration: 

•  Laywoman,  El  Paso,  Tex. :  “The  land 
will  support  only  so  many  people.” 

•  Laywoman,  Omaha,  Neb.:  “Good 
stewardship  in  all  things  is  a  Christian 
principle.” 

•  Layman,  Charleston,  S.C.: 
“Population  is  the  world’s  key  problem. 
We  can’t  force  population  control  on 
other  countries.  But  we  can  set  a  good 
example.  But  any  gains  we  make  could 
be  overwhelmed  by  immigration.  There 
was  a  time  when  America  seemed  to 
have  plenty  of  room.  That  time  definitely 
has  passed.” 

•  Layman,  Chaffee,  Mo.:  “Family 
limitation  in  the  U.S.  (voluntary)  without 
immigration  limitation  (forced)  is  a 
form  of  slow  suicide.” 

•  Layman,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.:  “Being 
generous  is  fine,  but  it  won’t  take  too 
many  more  until  we  lose  our  ability  to 
help  others.” 

•  Layman,  Penryn,  Calif.:  “As  painful 
as  the  lifeboat  analogy  is,  it  must  be 
applied  here.  We  are  slipping  fast  and 
don’t  need  any  outside  help  to  debase 
ourselves." 

•  Laywoman,  Hicksville,  N.Y.:  “I  am 
in  sympathy  with  generous  limits,  but  too 
many  at  once  invites  factionalism  and 
disruption.” 

•  Laywoman,  Reston  Va.:  “Christians 
must  actively  work  to  relieve  economic 
and  political  suffering  in  other  nations. 
But  advocating  immigration  as  a 
solution  is  shortsighted  and  not 
compassionate  in  the  long  run.  It  is  a 
sentimental  and  lazy  solution.” 

For  generous  immigration 

Among  the  18  percent  calling  for 
generous  immigration  limits,  these  were 


representative  comments : 

•  Laywoman,  Evanston,  Ill.:  “All  the 
earth  belongs  to  all  the  people.” 

•  Minister,  McAllen,  Tex.:  “We  are  a 
nation  of  immigrants.  Anyone  who  wants 
to  become  a  citizen  should  be  allowed.  ’’ 

•Minister,  Ft.  Myers,  Fla.:  “Would 
Christ  shut  anyone  out?” 

•  Laywoman,  Providence,  R.I.:  “I 
have  been  a  refugee.  I  am  grateful  for 
my  haven  and  am  willing  to  do  with  less 
so  others  can  reach  haven.” 

•  Minister,  Syracuse,  N.Y.:  “Where 

“We  are  a 
nation  of  im¬ 
migrants  .  .  . 
would  Christ  shut 
anyone  out?” 


would  we  be  if  there  had  been  limits  on 
our  forefathers?  Who  are  we  to  deny 
others  the  freedom  to  join  us?  ’  ’ 

•Layman,  Evanston,  Ill.:  “The  U.S. 
has  so  much  more  resources  than  other 
countries  that  it  is  our  responsibility  to 
allow  people  to  come.” 

Poor  Americans  first  priority 

Representative  of  the  comments  from 
persons  saying  that  poor  Americans 
should  receive  first  priority  concern  in 
immigration  policies  were: 

•  Minister,  Topeka,  Kan.:  “It’s  a  sin  to 
allow  immigration  when  young  black 
people  can’t  find  jobs.” 

•  Layman,  Ft.  Myers,  Fla.:  “Bringing 
more  and  more  of  our  present  U.S. 
citizens  down  to  the  poverty  level  is  no 
help  to  anyone.” 

•  Laywoman,  Youngstown,  Ohio: 
“People  who  have  lived  and  worked  here 
all  their  lives  must  be  protected  first.” 

•  Laywoman,  Omaha,  Neb.:  “We 
cannot  take  care  of  all  the  poor  of  the 
world,  but  we  have  an  obligation  to  take 
care  of  our  own.” 

First  priority  to  immigrants 

Among  comments  supporting  an 
immigration  policy  that  gives  first- 
priority  attention  to  immigrants: 

•  Layman,  Minneapolis:  “We 
Americans  are  all  relatively  well-off.” 

•  Laywoman,  Los  Angeles:  “I  see 
immigrants  every  day  taking  jobs  that 
Americans  won’t  take.” 

•  Laywoman,  San  Diego:  “Many 
immigrants  have  a  higher  work  ethic 
than  many  U.S.  citizens.” 

The  amnesty  question 

Granting  some  kind  of  amnesty  to 
aliens  living  illegally  in  the  U.S. 
received  less  than  majority  support 
from  ministers  (47%),  laywomen  (37%) 
and  laymen  (31%). 

Representative  of  comments  favoring 
amnesty  were: 

•  Laywoman,  Bethlehem,  Pa.:  “How 
can  this  nation  of  refugees  and  children 
of  refugees  say  what  is  illegal  entry?” 

•  Minister,  Buda,  Tex.:  “Come  unto 
me  all  who  labor  and  are  heavy  laden 
and  I  will  give  you  rest.” 

•  Layman,  Heiskell,  Tenn.:  “We  let 
this  happen,  we  should  have  to  live  with 
the  aliens.  But  don’t  repeat  the  mistake.” 

•  Laywoman,  Youngstown,  Ohio:  “It 
would  be  impossible  to  clear  all  aliens 
case  by  case.  But  there  should  be  a 
specific  cutoff.” 

Among  the  comments  opposing  any 
across-the-board  amnesty  were : 

•  Layman,  Tampa,  Fla. :  “Send  them 
back  to  help  their  own  country.” 

•  Layman,  East  Rochester,  Ohio:  “My 
ancestors  came  in  on  a  quota .  ’  ’ 

•  Minister,  McAllen,  Tex.:  “Granting 
amnesty  rewards  an  illegal  act  while 
giving  a  slap  in  the  face  to  those  who 
have  waited  to  enter  legally.” 
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POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  Christian 

Education  and  Youth  Ministries.  Church  of  1,050 
needs  individual  to  develop,  organize  and  administer 
Christian  Education  and  Youth  Ministry  Program.  Is 
a  downtown  church  but  owns  its  own  modern  retreat 
facility  and  campgrounds.  Send  resume  to  or 
contact:  Rev  Michael  Hurt,  1820  5th  Avenue,  Rock 
Island.  IL  61201. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPING  &  YOUTH 

MINISTRIES:  South  Dakota  Conference  of  United 
Methodist  Church.  To  administer  camping  program, 
and  serve  as  resource  for  State  youth  programs. 
Need  knowledge  of  and  experience  in  outdoor 
recreation  and  youth  ministry.  Applications  by 
October  1;  position  to  begin  January  1,  1984.  For 
further  information  contact  Margaret  Denton.  1217 

LARGE  CHURCH  SEEKING  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR 

with  pastoral  experience.  Opportunity  in  pastoral 
care,  preaching,  teaching  in  multi-staff.  Furnished, 
three-bedroom,  2  bath,  parsonage.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist.  Box  6.  Midland.  TX  79702;  Phone  (915  )  682- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  Youth 

Director  wanted.  Also  Pastor's  assistant.  Active 
program.  Rapidly  growing  church  in  suburban 
area.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  H.  W.  Kirtley, 
Community  UMC.  Casselberry,  FL  (305  )  831-3777. 

COORDINATOR  OF  LAY  MINISTRIES:  wanted  to 
develop,  organize,  administer  programs  for  all  age 
groups  Must  relate  well  to  other  persons 

MEDITERRANEAN  CRUISE/HQLY  LANDS  - 
departing  NYC  July  20. 1964.  Featuring  Life  of  Christ 
and  Journeys  of  Paul.  15 days.  Dr.  Gerald  Kauffman. 

420  W  South  Street.  Carlisle.  PA  17013. 

essential  Three-quarter  time,  (possibility  of  full¬ 
time)  Resume  to:  Minnehaha  United  Methodist 
Church.  3701  East  50th  Street.  Minneapolis,  MN 
55417. 

ORGANIST/ ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  of  MUSIC 

needed  for  3.600  member  church.  Full  time. 
Experience  in  children's  choirs  and  excellent  organ 
repertoire.  Salqry  negotiable  and  related  to 
experience.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Raymond  H.  Owen, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1136, 
Bartlesville.  OK  74005. 

WRITE  for  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND  TRIP 

with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  Transco  Tower,  Suite  1830- 
P.O.  Box  1396,  Houston,  TX  77251.  (713)  439-4072. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY.  NY 

UNIVERSITY.  Durham,  North  Carolina.  Send 
resume  and  inquiry  to  Dr.  Wallace  H.  Kirby,  228 
West  Edenton  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27603. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  for  church 

of  2.100  members.  Budget  $475,000.  Experience 
preferred.  Full  time.  Job  description  available  on 
request  Salary  negotiable.  Starting  date  January  1, 
1964  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  888.  Denton,  TX  76201 

CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 

DIRECTOR:  South  Dakota  Conference.  United 
Methodist  Church.  Need  skills  in  administration, 
program  planning,  consulting,  training.  Open  to  lay 
or  clergy  Application  deadline  August  1.  For  further 
information  contact  Margaret  Denton,  1217  5th 
Street,  Brookings,  SD  57006. 

VJSIT  INDIA  with  former  UMC  missionary.  See 

historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations.  Departures  Oct.  83  &  Jan.  84.  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave,  Richfield  UMC,  5835  Lyndale  Ave. 

S  ,  Minneapolis.  MN  55419. 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by 

F.D.I  .C.  Return  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  above  the 
prevailing  market.  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000.  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000. 
Maximum  length:  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact:  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson,  Westview 
National  Bank.  Box  7554,  Waco,  TX  76714  or  Rev 
Richard  M.  Freeman,  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714-7736. 

FOR  SALE:  Church  pews  unupholstered.  9-12'.  8-8’, 
1-1 T.  1-9’,  1-5’,  United  Methodist  Church.  Bethel.  MO. 
Contact  Reese  Blaine.  (816)  284-6521.  R.R.  1. 

Leonard,  MO  63451 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  - 

Brainerd  United  Methodist.  Chattanooga,  TN.  Urban 
setting,  1,490.  Salary  range  $15,000-$17,000.  Focus: 
Children  and  Youth  Ministries  and  ministries  to  their 
parents.  Search  Committee.  Brainerd  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  4315  Brainerd  Road,  Chattanooga,  TN  37411.  • 

POSITION  OPEN:  Minister  of  Evangelism  and 

Outreach.  900  member  church.  Nine  months  per  year 
negotiable.  Inquiries  and  resumes  to  Port  St.  Lucie 
United  Methodist  Church.  298  SW  Prima  Vista 
Blvd.,  Port  St.  Lucie.  FL  33452. 

FOR  SALE:  Hammond  elec,  organ,  model  C-2,  two 

manuals  excellent  condition  with  tonal  cabinet  and 
Leslie  speaker.  Price:  $3,200.00.  (1(512  )  997-7679. 
Fredericksburg  UMC,  1800  N  Llano, 

BRING  YOUR  TOUR  GROUP  of  around  40  and  our 

free  tour  guides  help  show  you  beautiful  East  Texas. 
Call  Collect,  Charles  Hassell,  Thomas  J.  Rusk  Hotel 
Co.  (214  )  683-2277. 
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Rev.  Robert  Storey  de-briefs  his  class  after  an  audio-visual  session. 


Schools  of  Christian  Mission 


Florence  Isaacs,  Mary  Lou  Blakeinan 
and  Leora  Trice  are  shown  on  the  set  at 
the  AVN  television  studio  in  Shreveport, 
where  their  programs  were  produced. 


Even  Up  in  Attendance 


Another  outstanding  staff  and  good 
planning  helped  the  1983  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  hold  the  high  standard 
set  in  previous  years.  This  year  the 
Week-end  School,  held  July  15-17, 
surpassed  the  regular  School  with  174  to 
168  in  attendance,  accoring  to  Mrs. , 
Johnnye  Butler,  Dean. 

This  year’s  faculty  included  Leora 
Trice,  Mary  Lou  Blakeman,  Florence 
Isaacs,  Roy  Katayama,  Geneva 
Williams,  Lona  Walker  and  Robert 
Storey.  Eleine  Phillips  provided  a  timely 
assortment  of  audio-visuals,  speaking  to 
human  needs  and  the  power  of  love  and 
concern.  Norah  and  William  Figg  led 
music  and  worship 


Four  programs  from  the  School  are 
now  available  to  local  churches  in  VHS 
format  through  the  Conference  Resource 
Center  at  United  Methodist  Headquar¬ 
ters  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  programs 
were  taped  in  the  AVN  studios  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport 
and  produced  by  Elwood  Fleming,  Con¬ 
ference  Director  of  Communications. 

The  tapes  are:  “Luke,”  by  Mary  Lou 
Blakeman;  “The  World’s  Uprooted,”  by 
Florence  Issacs;  “Voices  of  Central 
America”  by  Leora  Trice;  and  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Roy  Katayama  and  David 
Billings,  conducted  by  Amy  Ward.  The  28 
minute  tapes  are  recommended  for  local 
church  mission  studies. 


Roy  Katayama,  Florence  Isaacs  and 
David  Billings,  left  to  right  above,  shared 
an  audio-visual  session  with  their  three 
classes. 


Celebrations  and  Ministries 


uencvd 
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Gandhi:  The  Man  and  His  Mission 
Examined  In  New  Abingdon  Book 


The  new  paperback  edition  of 
"Gandhi:  Portrayal  of  a  Friend”  by  E. 
Stanley  Jones  has  been  re-released  by 
Abington  Press  as  a  follow-up  to  the  1983 
Oscar-winning  movie  “Gandhi.”  The 
book  was  first  published  in  1948  under  the 
title  “Mahatma  Gandhi:  an  Interpre¬ 
tation.” 

“On  the  day  that  Mahatma  Gandhi  was 
killed,  I  arrived  in  Delhi  just  an  hour  and 
a  quarter  before  the  tragedy,  ...  the 
greatest  tragedy  since  the  Son  of  God 
died  on  a  cross  .  .  .” 

So  begins  this  compelling  account  of 
Gandhi,  written  by  the  world-famous 
missionary  /evangelist  to  India  during  40 
years  of  struggle.  Based  on  an  intimate 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the 
man,  Jones’  revealing  interpretation  was 
written  in  gratitude  to  Gandhi,  who, 
although  they  often  disagreed,  showed 
‘  More  of  the  spirit  of  Christ  than  perhaps 
any  other  man  in  East  or  West.” 

“Gandhi:  Portrayal  of  a  Friend” 
contains  quotations  from  letters  and 
conversations  between  Gandhi  and 
Jones,  who  describes  first  contact  with 
Gandhi  as  “the  one  which  brought  me  the 
most  unalloyed  joy  of  all  the  contacts 
through  the  years.” 

He  continues:  “He  was  seated  on  a  bed 
surrounded  by  papers,  and  greeted  me 
with  an  engaging  and  contagious  smile. 
Without  preliminaries  I  went  straight  to 
my  question:  ‘How  can  we  make 
Christianity  naturalized  in  India  .  .  . 
What  would  you,  as  one  of  the  Hindu 


leaders  of  India,  tell  me,  a  Christian,  to 
do  in  order  to  make  this  possible? 

“He  responded  with  great  clarity  and 
directness:  ‘First,  I  would  suggest  that 
all  of  you  Christians,  missionaries  and 
all,  must  begin  to  live  more  like  Jesus 
Christ.  Second,  practice  your  religion 
without  adulterating  it  or  toning  it  down. 
Third,  emphasize  love  and  make  it  your 
working  force,  for  love  is  central  in 
Christianity.  Fourth,  study  the  non- 
Christian  religions  more  sympathetically 
to  find  the  good  that  is  within  them,  in 
order  to  have  a  more  sympathetic  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  people. 

Jones  refers  to  Gandhi’s  response  as 
genius,  “For  he  put  his  finger  unerringly 
on  the  four  weak  spots  in  our  individual 
and  collective  lives.” 

Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  began  his  career 
as  a  missionary/evangelist  in  1907  and 
firmly  established  Christianity  as  an 
active  movement  in  India,  where  he 
became  known  as  “Risha,”  or  "saint.”  A 
prolific  author,  his  29  books  have  sold 
millions  of  copies  and  have  been 
translated  into  18  languages  and  Braille. 

Called  “the  greatest  missionary  since 
St.  Paul,”  Jones  was  nominated  for  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  several  times  and  was 
awarded  the  Gandhi  Peace  Prize  in  1961. 
He  died  in  India  in  1973  at  the  age  of  89. 

Abington  Press  is  the  book  publisher 
for  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  “Gandhi:  Portrayal  of  a  Friend” 
is  available  in  paperback  through 
Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division  for  $2.95. 


Craig  Honored  At  First  CM,  Baton  Rouge 

Charles  E.  Craig,  right,  treasurer  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  for  40  years,  was  honored  on  July  11  for  his  years  of  service  with  a  plaque 
presented  by  the  Church  Commission  on  Finance  before  a  Church  Administrative 
Board  meeting.  Handing  the  plaque  to  Craig  is  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor  of  the 
church. 


Violet  and  Sally  Bag  Charlie  Brown 


Violet  (Susan  Post)  outlines  her  party  dress  for  Sally  (Holly  Federico)  on  Charlie 
Brown  (Greg  Havard)  in  the  musical,  “You’re  A  Good  Man,  Charlie  Brown," 
presented  by  St.  Luke's  United  Meiliodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  Friday  and 
Saturday,  July  22.  23.  &  20. 


Independence  CM  Church  Holds  Outdoor  Service 


“I  am  not  John  the  Baptist,  and  neither 
are  you  the  Israelite  children,  but  the 
message  is  still  the  same:  ‘Repent  and 
believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved.’  ” 

So  spoke  Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  pastor  of 
the  Amite  and  Independence  United 
Methodist  Churches,  to  the  small 
congregation  assembled  at  the 
Tangipahoa  River  in  Independence  on 
Sunday,  July  10.  The  group  of 


dppiuAmiuiu)  iwi  parUcipuicd  m  the 
worship  service. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meditation, 
accented  with  hymns  and  soft  guitar 
accompaniment,  eleven  persons  were 
baptized  in  the  river,  by  immersion  or 
sprinkling,  and  six  persons  came 
forward  for  rededication  and  laying  on  of 
hands  for  the  invoking  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  the  above  picture.  Rev.  Burgess,  top 
left,  is  shown  with  the  candidates  for 
baptism. 


Peace  Drama  Presented  At  Indian  Bayou 


The  Indian  Bayou  United  methodist  Church  recently  concluded  a  successful 
Vacation  Bible  School.  Over  100  students  were  registered  and  28  workers 
participated.  Pictured  here  (Left  to  Right)  are  Kasey  Yarbrough.  Joni  Perry  and 
Tara  Richard,  players  in  the  skit  "Peace.”  one  of  the  six  dramatizations  directed  by 
Dolly  Perry.  Shirley  Henry  was  superintendent.  Rev.  John  Wesley  Guyre  is  pastor  of 
Indian  Bayou. 


White’s  Chapel  Placed  on  National  Registry 

The  White’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  pictured  above,  in  the  Alexandria 
District  was  placed  on  the  National  Registry  of  Historic  Places  on  April  5,  1983.  The 
land  was  donated  by  W.  A.  O’Quinn,  Sr.,  and  the  church  was  built  by  two  brothers, 
Hugh  and  Lee  Evans.  The  name,  White’s  Chapel,  was  given  in  honor  of  Rev.  Fredrick 
White,  who  organized  the  church  in  1870.  The  present  building,  shown  here,  was  built 
in  1894.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell. 


Taylor  To  Be 
In  Adult  Leader 
and  on  Satellite 


Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Chaplain  and 
Associate  Professor  of  Religion  at 
Centenary  College,  will  have  four 
articles  published  in  the  Adult  Leader 
during  the  1983-84  season. 

The  articles,  written  at  the  request  of 
Ms.  Eleanor  Moore,  editor  of  the  Adult 
Leader,  are  entitled  “The  Authority  of 
the  Bible,”  "The  Inspiration  of  the 
Bible,"  “The  Interpretation  of  the 
Bible,"  and  "The  Importance  of  the  Old 
( Testament."  The  first  article  will  appear 
\in  the  September  issue  of  the  periodical, 
which  is  published  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

The  articles  are  designed  to  introduce 
the  biblical  studies  that  form  a  part  of  the 
Uniform  Series  of  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lessons  that  appear  in  the 
Adult  Student. 

In  addition,  he  has  been  chosen  to 


Robert  Ed  Taylor 
teach  “God  Reveals  Himself,"  the  next 
quarter’s  International  Sunday  School 
Lesson  series  on  satellite,  beginning 
Tuesday,  August  30  at  7:30  p.m. 
(Weststar  IV)  and  Sunday,  September  4 
at9:30a.m.  (Satcom3). 


Of  Special  Interest  Deaths 

On  the  Inside  POQeS  Mrs.  Mattie  G.  Smith,  95,  of 


World  Council  theme,  Shreveport,  and  the  widow  of  Rev. 

“Jesus  Christ,  the  life  of  the  world,”  Christopher  C.  Smith,  died  July  22.  They 

is  discussed  by  world  are  survived  by  two  daughters,  Neola 

speakers . Page  3  Bush  and  Julia  Smith  Bradford. 


How  To  Get  Your  Story  in 
The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 

1  —  Send  it  to  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  at  Box  3057, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  event. 

2  —  Make  it  an  attractive,  brief  story  featuring  a  personality 
or  personalities  involved  if  it  is  a  coming  event. 

3  —  Pictures  should  be  of  good  quality,  preferably  black  and 
white.  However,  good  colored  pictures  may  be  used  if  the 
reds  are  not  too  fiery.  Colored  polaroids  are  usually 
disastrous. 

4  —  One  picture  of  an  event  per  church  is  usually  all  we  have 
space  for  in  a  given  issue. 

5  —  All  pictures  should  have  cutlines  identifying  the  persons 
( unless  an  extremely  large  number  is  involved,  i.e.  camp  pic¬ 
tures).  Do  not  write  the  information  on  the  back  of  pictures. 
Often  the  pressure  comes  through  the  front,  distorting  the 
picture.  Tape  the  cutline  to  the  bottom  of  the  picture  or  print 
or  type  it  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper. 

6  —  For  most  events,  a  brief  story  is  appropriate.  Use  the  old 
tried  and  tested  method  of  writing  it  —  Who,  What,  Where, 
When  and  a  Why  when  applicable.  Several  paragraphs  will 
cover  most  stories.  Occasionally,  more  are  necessary. 

7  —  We  are  now  inviting  Letters  To  The  Editor  of  the  La. 
United  Methodist.  This  will  be  a  column  carried  at  least  twice 
a  month  under  the  present  format.  Please  limit  your  letters 
to  250  words. 

8  —  For  the  Special  Articles  and  Point  of  View  Column,  soon  to 
be  introduced,  we  ask  that  you  confine  your  subject  to  700 
words. 

9  —  Make  your  copy  as  legible  as  possible,  preferably  through 
typing,  and  double-spaced. 

10  —  Have  a  “News  Nose”  and  be  on  the  lookout  for  stories  and 
happenings  in  your  church  or  district.  If  you  need  help  con¬ 
tact  your  District  Communicator,  through  the  District  Office, 
or  call  or  write  me  at  the  Conference  Office. 

—  E.F. 
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Editorials 

‘Outreach  and  nurture:’  a  worthy 
lifestyle  for  growing  churches 


Those  of  us  who  hoped  to  learn  that 
United  Methodism’s  member-loss  had 
"bottomed  out”  will  have  to  wait  at  least 
another  year.  Statistics  compiled 
informally  from  annual  conference 
reports  show  a  net  loss  of  approximately 
53,000  during  1982,  leaving  the 
denomination  with  a  membership  of  9.4 
million. 

Depressing  as  these  statistics  are,  we 
were  encouraged  by  news  from  a  few 
quarters  of  the  church  that  many  years 
of  membership  loss  have  been  reversed. 
The  experience  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference  appears  to  be  particularly 
instructive  in  this  respect. 

What  was  the  key  to  the  conference’s 
first  membership  gain  since  1972? 
According  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Wells,  an 
Oklahoma  Conference  official,  it  was 
visitation. 

In  June  1982  the  conference  began  an 
intensive  15-month  visitation  program 
based  on  the  principles  of  "relational 
evangelism”  —  people  talking  to  people 
whom  they  already  know  about  the 
Christian  gospel  and  its  implications, 
including  church  membership. 

At  the  close  of  1982,  the  program  had 
resulted  in  a  net  increase  of  327  members 
for  the  Oklahoma  conference  —  which  is 
not  very  large  for  a  conference  with 
nearly  250,000  members.  Much  more 
significant,  however,  is  that  the 
conference  already  has  experienced  a 
net  gain  of  3,000  members  during  1983. 

By  the  time  the  special  emphasis  ends 
in  September  1983,  “we  hope  visitation 
will  have  become  a  lifestyle  for  local 
churches,”  Mr.  Wells  said. 

“We  hope  we’ve  got  some  foundations 
here  for  other  church  work  now,” 
he  continued.  “This  conference  is 
saying  now  that  we  won’t  ever  not  have 
outreach  and  nurture  as  our  priority  .  ” 

We  believe  that  the  Oklahoma 


Conference  and  its  leaders  have  their 
priorities  straight.  “Outreach  and 
nurture”  are  basic  ways  of  obeying 
Jesus’  teaching  to  love  our  neighbor. 
When  such  obedience  is  motivated  by  a 
love  for  God  and  a  sincere  desire  to  show 
His  love  to  others,  it  does  not  surprise  us 
that  many  persons  are  attracted  to  the 
church  as  a  result. 

Visitation,  “relational  evangelism,”  or 
other  forms  of  membership  recruitment 
should  not  be  regarded  primarily  as  a 
gimmick  for  improving  membership 
statistics.  When  such  is  the  case,  it 
almost  certainly  will  be  perceived  by 
others  as  self-serving  rather  than  Christ- 
serving.  Any  “success”  which  may  result 
from  such  an  approach  to  church  growth 
is  not  likely  to  be  either  solid  or  enduring. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  outreach  and 
nurture  are  perceived  as  the  “lifestyle” 
of  a  church,  we  can  conceive  of  few  more 
compelling  reasons  for  persons  to  want 
to  identify  with  it.  Such  a  congregation  is 
likely  to  be  both  a  sustaining  fellowship 
for  its  members  and  an  impetus  for  them 
to  live  in  meaningful  service  to  others. 

Even  a  church  lifestyle  of  outreach  and 
nurture  is  not  a  panacea  for  the  problem 
of  declining  membership.  The 
experience  of  the  Oklahoma  conference 
after  years  of  persistent  decline 
suggests,  however,  that  long-term 
negative  trends  can  be  reversed. 

Congregations  not  already  doing  so 
should  consider  developing  an 
intentional,  coordinated  program  of 
visitation  outreach,  particularly  to  their 
inactive  members  and  former  church 
members,  but  also  to  persons  who  may 
be  hearing  the  gospel  message  for  the 
first  time.  To  be  most  effective,  such 
efforts  should  occupy  a  high  priority  in 
the  life  of  the  congregation  and  be  based 
on  a  sound  biblical  understanding  of  what 
it  means  to  be  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 


BUT  SOME  PEOPLE 

THE  Bible  <mys 

«EM  TO  OF. T 

IT  RAINS  ON  BOTH 

BETTER  BREAKS 

THE  JUST  ANP  THE 

THAN  O7H0?B 

UNJUST 

0]^ 

y  V 

/rfkxJ. 

MiM 

Here  I  Stand 


Waging  war  on  ‘sexist’ words  will  not 
advance  the  cause  of  women’s  liberation 
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Petitions  needed  even  if  symbolic 


The  announcement  of  an  address 
where  petitions  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  may  be  sent  will  attract  the 
attention  of  many  church  members,  and 
with  good  reasons  (see  UMR,  July  15  and 
related  story  in  this  issue ) .  The  right  of 
any  organization,  minister  or  lay  member 
of  the  United  Methodust  Church  to  petition 
the  General  Conference  is  an  important 
expression  of  our  church’s  connectional 
identity  and  tradition. 

In  theory,  the  right  to  petition  gives  all 
segments  of  the  church  an  opportunity  to 
share  in  the  shaping  of  denominational 
decisions  and  directions.  But  the  sheer 
volume  of  petitions  —  some  20,000  in  1980 
—  makes  it  impossible  for  all  to  be 
reviewed  and  acted  upon  individually 
during  the  course  of  a  two- week  meeting. 

Realistically,  petitions  from  indi¬ 
viduals  representing  only  themselves 
stand  the  least  chance  of  gaining 
approval.  While  all  are  considered,  and  a 
handful  of  petitions  submitted  by 
individuals  may  be  adopted,  the  majority 
serve  primarily  to  add  weight  or 
emphasis  to  similar  concerns  being 
expressed  by  others. 

So,  while  encouraging  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  exercise  the  right  to  submit 
petitions,  we  would  also  caution  against 
the  development  of  unrealistic 
expectations  about  their  likely  impact. 

The  chances  of  an  individual's  petition 
being  adopted  by  General  Conference 
are  increased  if  it  receives  the  corporate 
endorsement  of  an  annual  conference 
district  or  local  church-related 
organization. 

Persons  desiring  to  submit  petitions 
should  become  familiar  with  Paragraph 
607.  on  page  258  of  the  1980  “Book  of 
Discipline”  where  procedures  are  spelled 
out.  It  is  particularly  important  that  each 
petition  ( 1 )  address  only  one  issue;  (2)  be 
signed  by  the  person  submitting  it  and  (3) 


include  a  local  church  identification. 

Although  much  of  the  significance  of 
United  Methodism’s  petition  process  is 
symbolic,  it  provides  one  means  by 
which  each  of  us  can  relate  to  the  total 
life  of  our  denomination.  Such  petitions 
provide  a  portrait  of  the  amazing 
diversity  among  United  Methodist  people 
and  their  concerns.  Taken  together,  they 
will  help  to  shape  the  many  decisions 
which  our  General  Conference  delegates 
will  make  when  they  gather  next  spring 
in  Baltimore. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Sugarland,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
approximately  250  member-families  of 
the  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sugarland,  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Sugarland,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


By  VIRGIL  A.  KRAFT 

Ever  since  Eve  manipulated  Adam 
into  eating  God’s  forbidden  fruit,  males 
have  had  an  imperishable  fear  of  female 
power.  Men  do  not  like  to  admit  it,  and 
women  never  have  acknowledged  it. 
Because  of  this  mutual  repression 
through  the  years,  women  have  assumed 
''an  inferior  status,  an  assumption  men 
eagerly  have  promoted;  and  often,  like 
St.  Paul,  they  have  done  so  with  a 
religious  sanction,  thus  adding  more 
severe  confirmation  of  that  assumption. 

All  this  is  quite  remarkable  in  view  of 
so  many  gallant,  powerful  women 
throughout  history,  including  the  early 
Israelite  judge,  Deborah,  as  well  as 
Delilah,  Cleopatra,  all  the  Greek  oracles 
and  goddesses,  Joan  of  Arc,  and  an 
impressive  parade  of  royal  queens. 

When,  finally,  in  modern  America, 
some  women  found  the  courage  to  deny 
their  inferior  status,  they  did  so  with  a 
complexity  of  spirits  —  some  with 
rational  determination,  too  many  others 
with  anger,  fear,  and  desperation  which 
boosted  their  popularity  but  also 
prompted  a  wild  overdose  of  misdirected 
rebellion. 

Instead  of  moving  with  cool,  regal 
assurance  into  areas  of  responsibility 
and  notable  achievement,  heretofore  an 
exclusively  male  experience,  and 
winning  general  support  by  a  convincing 
demonstration  of  ability,  many  women 
panicked  and  fell  into  pettiness.  They 
campaigned,  not  for  a  transformation  of 
attitude  and  treatment,  but  for  a  mere 
change  in  linguistics. 

To  guarantee  their  liberation,  they 
thought  they  would  need  simply  to  wage 
mighty  battles  against  words,  like 
chairman,  deliveryman,  postman, 
mankind,  human,  changing  the  male 
segment,  MAN,  to  the  neutral  word 
PERSON,  or  to  some  entirely  new  term. 

Even  though  such  verbal  changes 
bordered  on  the  ludicrous,  conscientious, 
if  not  cowed,  males  yielded  to  the  female 
demand.  Thus,  “chairman”  became 
“chair-person.”  “Deliveryman”  became 
“delivery-person.”  “Doorman”  became 
‘‘door-person.” 

Funsters,  even  among  women,  began 
to  reduce  this  rash  crusade  to  its  logical 
absurdity.  How,  they  chuckled,  would 
these  misguided  linguistic  reformers 
handle  such  words  as  the  following: 
policeman,  woodman,  dairyman, 
fireman,  countrymen,  clergymen, 
Englishman,  fisherman,  juryman, 
merchantman,  manhunt,  manikin. 


manhandle,  marksman,  penman, 
weatherman,  seaman,  nobleman,  and 
talisman;  also,  manse,  mansion, 
manicure,  manipulate,  manhole, 
menopause,  amen,  etc. 

Confronting  a  more  audacious 
reconstruction,  the  more  rational  men 
and  women  asked,  what  would  these 
naive  women  do  with  the  story  of  the 
Prodigal  Son  in  the  New  Testament 
which  portrays  Jesus’  concept  of  the 
Fatherhood  of  God?  And  would  they 
actually  risk  demolishing  tV,°  dualities  of 


grand,  comforting,  benevolent  power  one 
envisions  in  a  Divine  Father,  all  in  a 
foolish  effort  to  balance  terminology? 

The  nobility  of  women  is  not  enhanced 
by  such  petty  absurdities.  The  macho 
Greeks  did  not  object  to  female 
goddesses,  nor  do  gallant  women  today 
object  to  a  male  God. 

Only  those  who  do  not  see  the  real 
battle  for  women’s  liberation  or  who  feel 
helpless  to  wage  it,  are  content  to  putter 
with  linguistic  and  theological  symbols. 


Sexist  language  demeans 
clergy  and  whole  church 


By  JAMES  N.  BREWSTER 

It  really  should  be  obvious  to  all  of  us 
by  now ! 

Women  have  been  ordained  within  the 
United  Methodist  tradition  for  many 
years.  As  members  of  an  annual 
conference,  women  theoretically  share 
both  equal  privilege  and  responsibility 
with  their  male  colleagues.  In  reality, 
this  may  not  be  the  case. 

I  suspect  that  an  experience  in  our 
recent  annual  conference  session 
illustrates  a  problem  that  exists  across 
our  denomination. 

During  the  conference’s  Executive 
Session  (for  ordained  ministers  only) 
several  women  —  candidates  for  deacon 
and  elder’s  orders  and  membership  in 
the  conference  —  were  introduced  to  the 
audience  by  their  male  clergy  sponsors 
as  "charming,”  “beautiful,”  and  on  with 
the  accompanying  advice,  “with  such  a 
girl,  who  could  say  no?”  Such  remarks 
were  inappropriate,  to  say  the  least. 

It  is  apparent  that  many  of  our  clergy 
brothers  still  regard  clergywomen  as 
objects  of  sexist  attitudes  and  language. 
What  made  these  remarks  so  blatantly 
sexist  is  that  not  one  of  the  many  male 
candidates  was  presented  as  “charm¬ 
ing,”  “handsome,”  or  “irresistible.” 
No  sexual  innuendo  was  used  in  their 
introductions.  Nor  was  any  male  candi¬ 
date  called  a  "boy”  by  his  sponsors. 

Thank  God  that  some  years  ago  our 
annual  conference  ceased  the  custom  of 
“parading”  the  “girls  who  work  in  the 
conference  office”  (as  they  said)  across 
the  stage  to  receive  the  accolades  of  the 
conference’s  clergy  and  lay  members. 
We  have  advanced  from  that  practice. 
But  it  is  apparent  that  the  work  of 


eliminating  sexism  is  a  continual  task, 
and  one  which  we  all  share. 

There  are  many  who  feel  that  there  are 
two  important  coalitions  which  must 
responsibly  deal  with  the  issues  of 
sexism  within  United  Methodism.  First 
are  the  local  and  national  structures  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women.  Without 
their  help,  many  problems  might  never 
have  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
church.  Their  work  is  invaluable. 

Second,  male  clergy  must  remind  their 
brothers  of  old  habits  which  contribute  to 
harmful  stereotypes  and  a  lessening  of 
the  mutual  support  deserved  by  our 
sisters  in  Christ. 

There  is  no  place  in  which  this  is  more 
significant  than  in  the  process  of 
ordination.  The  male  majority  of  clergy 
should  be  just  as  pleased  as  new  female 
ordinands-  when  sexist  language  is 
eliminated  from  the  service  of 
ordination.  Our  annual  conference  (and 
many  others.  I’m  sure)  has  done  that 
very  well. 

Yet  when  any  candidate  for 
membership  is  demeaned  at  the  time  of 
ordination  by  the  use  of  sexist  language, 
it  is  not  only  the  candidate  who  suffers. 
The  self-esteem  and  worth  of  all  the 
clergy,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  church, 
are  diminished. 

‘Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributors  are  Virgil  Kraft,  a  member 
of  First  UMC  in  Palm  Springs,  California 
(Pacific  Southwest  Conference) ;  and  the 
Rev.  James  N.  Brewster,  pastor  of  St. 
Paul's  UMC  in  Niagara  Falls.  New  York 
(Western  New  York  Conference). 


Religious  stand  on  genetic  research  must  be  flexible 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  your  careful  editorial 
headlined  “Genetic  research  and  the  will 
of  God”  (UMR,  July  15).  The  position 
expressed  by  the  "well-known  religious 
leaders”  did  not  rest  well  upon  my  heart. 
Where  is  the  concern  for  others  and 
responsibility  before  God  to  explore  and 
seek  new  knowledge? 

You  have  served  both  the  church  and 
the  scientific  community  well  by  offering 
(what  I  see  as)  a  pastoral  approach  to 
this  issue.  Moral  judgments  about 
genetic  research  are  not  as  yrt  clear  cut. 
A  religious  stance  must  therefore  be 
flexible  and  revealing. 

Appropriate  research,  careful  over¬ 
sight,  and  continued  involvement  by 
the  religious  community  seems  the  best 
we  can  presently  offer.  This  approach 
will  allow  us  to  continue  to  hope  for 
elimination  of  hereditary  diseases  that 
afflict  and/or  haunt  many  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters.  The  approach  you  have 
backed  will  help  to  avoid  the  possible 
abuses  that  may  arise  with  any  new 
research.  James  A.  Mathatas 

Massillon,  Ohio 

Gap  between  religious 
leaders,  scientists  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  United  Methodist  many 


years,  and  have  read  articles  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter  from  time  to  time. 
I  have  written  one  other  letter,  also 
having  to  do  with  a  scientific, 
technological  subject. 

It  seems  that  there  is  quite  a  gap 
between  some  theological  and  religious 
leaders,  and  others  who  are  engaged  in 
genetic  research  to  work  on  improving 
problems  in  humanity  (see  UMR,  July  15). 

God  gave  us  minds  to  use  and  now 
creative,  talented  people,  many  of  whom 
are  also  believers  in  God,  by  the  way,  are 
expected  to  have  all  research  banned 
that  could  alter  the  genes  affecting 
human  heredity. 

Galileo,  the  great  scientist,  years  ago 
tried  to  tell  the  people  that  the  earth 
revolved  around  the  sun.  His  works  were 
rejected  by  the  church,  and  it  has  only 
been  within  the  past  few  months  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  formally 
accepted  the  validity  of  his  work. 

When  God  declared  in  Genesis  his 
creation  as  “good,”  that  included  the 
intellect  of  human  beings,  and  it  is  a 
denial  of  God’s  gift  of  free  choice  to  us  to 
prohibit  us  from  seeking  all  forms  of 
truth,  including  research  in  genetics. 

There  are  risks  in  the  use  of  all 
knowledge,  but  the  choice  to  obtain  the 
knowledge  to  use  should  not  be  denied. 

Genetics  is  a  fairly  new  field  for  study. 


Mv  Witness 

We  are  spiritually  dead 
until  we’ve  come  to  Jesus 


By  MURIEL  K.  NEWTON 

“Are  you  a  Christian?" 

“Of  course  I  am.  I  am  a  church 
member  and  attend  services  when  it  is 
convenient.  After  all,  I  want  to  be  on 
God’s  side.” 

“But,  do  you  know  Jesus  Christ  as  your 
Savior?” 

“Well,"  comes  the  answer,  "I  am  not 
sure.  In  our  church  we  hear  very  little 
about  Jesus  Christ.  I  don’t  really 
understand  just  what  Jesus  has  to  do 
with  my  life,  so  I  go  to  church  to  keep  my 
membership  current." 

How  very  frightening  this  kind  of 
membership  is.  Until  our  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  —  God’s  Word  —  begin  telling  us 
all  about  Jesus  and  remember  to  explain 
how  we  can  know  Him  and  accept  Him 
into  our  lives,  the  "church”  will  be 
spiritually  dead  and  many  of  its  pews 
will  be  empty. 

Just  as  an  example:  I  am  interested  in 
children  so  I  get  books  to  study  about 
child  care,  child  feeding  and  child  health. 
But  until  I  conceive  a  child,  carry  it  with 
me  for  nine  months  and  go  through  the 
pangs  of  labor,  then  and  only  then  shall  I 
know  a  CHILD.  It  becomes  a  part  of  me. 

Until  the  messages  from  our  pulpits 
cease  to  be  about  theories  or  politics  or 
current  events  and  we  begin  to  hear 


about  the  love  of  Jesus,  the  concerns  of 
Jesus,  the  forgiveness  of  Jesus,  the 
healing  of  Jesus  and  the  saving  grace  of 
Jesus  the  Christ,  then  and  only  then  shall 
we  understand  and  accept  Him.  No 
longer  shall  we  feel  empty. 

“But,”  you  may  say,  “We  must  know 
right  from  wrong.”  Well,  this  may 
surprise  you,  but  if  you  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  your  Savior  and  Lord  and  He  is 
living  in  you,  you  will  be  very  much 
aware  of  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong. 

In  II  Timothy  we  read:  “For  I  know 
whom  I  have  believed  and  am  persuaded 
that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  unto  Him  against  that  day  ” 
May  I  add,  every  day. 

How  do  I  know? 

I  saw  Him  once. 

He  stood  a  moment  there. 

He  spoke  one  word  which 
laid  my  spirit  bare. 

He  grasped  my  hand 

Then  —  passed  beyond  my  ken. 

But  what  I  was  I  shall 
never  be  again. 

(Author  unknown) 

This  week's  contributor.  Muriel  K 
Newton,  is  a  member  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Oneida.  NY. 
(Western  New  YdTk  Conference). 


but  why  must  it  be  the  theologians  who 
are  taking  this  absolutist  view,  and 
appear  to  be  showing  fear  and  a  lack  of 
strong  faith  concerning  things  they  know 
little  about? 

I  believe  in  God,  and  I  believe  in  His 
Son,  Jesus.  I  also  know  many  people  who 
are  scientists  and  also  are  Christians. 

One  Christian  geneticist,  my  daughter, 
has  expressed  a  sincere  wish  to  find  out 
more  about  birth  defects  and  do  cancer 
research;  she  simply  wants  to  help 
humankind. 

Do  the  theologians  listen,  truly  listen, 
to  the  researchers,  and  give  them  as 
much  equal  time  as  they  do  opponents  in 
this  field?  I  hope  so,  for  if  not,  we  will 
certainly  have  become  more  authori¬ 
tarian  and  less  like  God’s  children. 

Mary  Margaret  Novak 
San  Jose,  California 

‘Stand’  author  on  target: 
listen  to  him 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  Mas  Odoi  and  his  “Here 
I  Stand”  article  on  July  the  15  concerning 
the  evacuation  of  Japanese  Americans 
from  the  West  Coast  during  the  start  of 
World  War  II.  He  sound  like  a  good  and 
honest  man. 

Forty  years  after  the  fact  the  criticism 
in  recent  months  has  sounded  too  simple 
and  ill-informed  and  unreasonable,  and 
Mr.  Odoi  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  with  his 
facts.  Listen  to  him. 

Bill  McCutcheon 
Opelousas,  Louisiana 

Church  should  support 

enlightened  capitalism 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  you  to  know  I  appreciate  more 
than  I  can  tell  you  the  articles  in  recent 
issues  of  the  Reporter.  Your  articles  on 
the  church’s  relationship  to  political 
groups  have  been  especially  fair  and 
honest  examples  of  responsible 
reporting.  They  have  given  a  boost  to  my 
faith  in  the  church. 

I  think  the  church  should  work  for  the 
kind  of  capitalistic  system  which  will 
reward  industry  and  ingenuity  and  take 
pride  in  producing  quality  goods  at  the 
lowest  price  so  that  the  consuming  public 
can  enjoy  the  highest  standard  of  living 
possible.  The  kind  of  capitalistic  system 
we  need  would  be  one  that  rewards 
diligence  on  the  part  of  the  worker  and 
treats  him  as  a  partner  in  the  production 
process. 

It  also  should  be  a  system  which 
provides  for  the  weaker  members  of 
society  (the  disabled,  unemployed, 
elderly,  etc.)  to-  the  extent  that  our 
resources  permit,  but  with  the 
understanding  that  any  welfare  systems 
not  be  abused  by  the  recipients  or  by 
those  who  provide  services  to  these 
groups.  In  other  words,  it  should  be  a 


system  that  is  a  partnership  of 
management  and  labor  producing 
benefits  for  all,  but  with  public  resources 
carefully  spent,  so  that  the  most  good  can 
be  accomplished  for  the  greatest 
number. 

Evelyn  C.  Vaden 
Franklin,  Tennessee 

Courage  and  honesty 
on  racism  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  responding  to  the  “Letter  to  the 
Editor”  from  Mary  B.  Retchless  in  the 
July  1  issue.  This  woman  from  the  New 
York  Conference  took  a  lot  of  risk  in 
stating  her  case  the  way  she  did  on  the 
subject  of  racism. 

I  appreciated  her  position  for  several 
reasons,  but  for  the  most  part  because 
she  seemed  to  be  honest  with  herself. 
This  is  an  increasingly  rare  attribute. 
She  then  said  it  in  a  way  for  all  the  world 
to  hear. 

Wallace  E.  Shultz 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

How  God  is  to  be  portrayed 

To  the  Editor : 

Concerning  the  Rev.  Brian  Wren’s 
lament  that  the  image  of  God  found  in  the 
“Book  of  Hymns”  is  “much  out  of  key 
with  society”  in  the  article  headlined 
"  Book  of  Hymns’  features  ‘majestic 
male  figure’’’  (UMR,  July  15):  tough 
break.  The  question  is  not  how  “society” 
—  or  an  "extraterrestrial  visitor”  for 
that  matter  —  might  wish  God  portrayed 
but  how  God  has  chosen  to  be  revealed  in 
Scripture.  Further,  Mr.  Wren  errs  when 
he  complains  that  God  is  depicted  as  a 
"somewhat  majestic”  figure  —  God  is 
actually  totally  "majestic.” 

So  there,  and  I  made  my  whole 
complaint  without  a  single  sexist  slip 
(unless  one  counts  the  “men”  in  the  word 
“lament”  from  the  first  sentence). 

Ronald  L.  Cansler 
Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 

Editorial  misses 
significant  factor 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  July  1  editorial  on  "Fidelity  in 
marriage,  celibacy  in  singleness” 
contains  an  important  oversight.  As  a 
“normative  standard  regarding  human 
sexual  expression”  it  fails  to  take  history 
and  the  present  legal  system  into 
account.  Contrary  to  your  conclusion,  it 
does  single  out  for  disapproval  one 
particular  lifestyle.  There  is  no  law 
which  recognizes  the  faithful  union  of 
homosexuals.  Homosexuals  form  a 
significant  portion  of  our  population.  Our 
culture  provides  no  legal  and  little  social 
recognition  of  homosexual  relationships, 
but  this  does  not  prevent  the  formation  of 
those  relationships. 

T 


Perhaps  a  page  of  Black  history  will 
illustrate  the  point.  Many  states  did  not 
recognize  marriage  between  slaves. 
What  did  that  20%  of  the  population  of 
this  country  do  when  they  were  not 
allowed  to  marry?  They  established 
families  and  homes  as  best  they  could. 
Sometimes  the  local  preacher  joined  a 
couple  together  in  a  religious  ceremony. 
Sometimes  the  couple  jumped  over  a 
broom.  The  fact  is  that  the  failure  of  the 
states  to  provide  legal  customs  for  the 
establishment  of  loving  human 
relationships  did  not  prevent  them  from 
happening.  I  contend  that  if  the  church 
sets  these  standards  for  marriage  and 
celibacy  it  will  be  treating  homosexuals 
as  non-people,  just  as  slaves  were 
treated  as  non-people. 

If  the  church  does  not  recognize  that 
loving,  faithful  human  relationships  exist 
outside  of  marriage  and  celibacy,  and 
particularly  among  a  group  of  people  to 
whom  marriage  has  been  denied,  the 
church  will  be  out  of  touch  with  reality.  • 
love  and  justice. 

Alice  Knotts 
Denver,  Colorado 

Give  equal  emphasis 
to  Reagan's  words 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  so  much  editorial  and  news  item 
space  was  given  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops’  pastoral  letter  entitled  “The 
Challege  of  Peace:  God’s  Promise  and 
Our  Response,”  I  would  like  to  see  equal 
emphasis  given  in  the  Reporter  to  what 
President  Reagan  has  to  say  about  the 
nuclear  freeze  —  also  what  the  Moral 
Majority  led  by  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell 
has  to  say. 

I  would  rather  hear  our  church  leaders 
express  ‘‘profound  gratitude”  to 
President  Reagan. 

Elsie  Tilley 

Fredericksburg,  Texas 
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‘Jesus  Christ— life  of  the  world’ 

WCC  speakers,  study  groups  discuss  council  theme 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  “Jesus  Christ  —  the  life  of 
the  world:  the  realities  of  our  world  suggest  the 
cold  grip  of  death  rather  than  the  freedom  of  life 
...  the  Word  is  drowned  by  the  ugly  sound  of 
gunfire,  by  the  screams  of  our  children  and  the 
endless  cry  of  the  powerless,’’  said  a  black,  South 
African  theologian  invited  to  address  the  WCC 
delegates  on  the  assembly  theme. 

Contrary  to  popular  notions  that  all  the  WCC 
does  is  debate  social  and  political  issues,  in  fact  a 
large  portion  of  the  assembly’s  time  is  devoted  to 
theological  discussion  and  Bible  study,  worship 
and  prayer.  But  the  impact  of  these  “secular" 
forces  is  usually  a  recognized  factor. 

Examination  of  the  theme  "Jesus  Christ  —  the 
life  of  the  world”  was  detailed  and  varied  as 
theologians,  mothers,  scientists,  pastors, 
students,  evangelists  and  activists  examined  the 
theme  from  their  Christian  perspective.  Small 
groups  met  daily  to  discuss  and  respond  to  the 
theme.  By  the  second  week  these  responses  will  be 
drawn  together  as  the  “message”  to  the  member 
churches  on  the  theme  from  the  assembly. 

The  Rev.  Allan  Boesak,  who  is  sometimes  called 
South  Africa’s  Martin  Luther  King,  brought 
frequent  bursts  of  applause  as  he  noted  that 
“millions  of  people  are  not  uplifted  by  the  Word  of 
life  but  are  crushed  by  the  litany  of  death.” 

“Yet  the  gospel  affirms  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
source  of  life,  He  is  the  giver  of  the  sacred  gift  of 
life,  He  intends  for  us  a  life  filled  with  abundance, 
joy  and  meaning.  He  is  the  Messiah  in  whose  eyes 
our  lives  are  precious,”  said  Dr.  Boesak,  who  at 
age  37  is  president  of  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches. 

“That  is  just  the  problem,”  he  said.  Is  this  really 
meant  for  the  millions  who  lived  without  hope? 
“Yes,  because  Jesus  spoke  to  the  despised  and 
rejected;  the  Apocalypse  of  John  was  written  to  a 
weak,  scattered,  underground  church,  suffering 
under  the  persecution  of  a  ruthless  tyrant." 


Dr.  Boesak  said,  “It  is  the  Christian’s  faith  in 
the  living  One,  this  refusal  to  bow  down  to  the  false 
gods  of  death,  that  is  the  strength  of  the  church.  ” 

But  he  noted  Jesus  Christ  is  not  only  life,  but  the 
life  of  the  world  ...  He  came  that  all  human 
activity  can  be  renewed  and  liberated  from  death 
and  destruction. 

“When  God’s  world  is  threatened  by  militarism, 
materialism,  greed  and  racism,  it  is  very  much 
the  concern  of  the  church  ...  we  must  confess 
Jesus  Christ.  .  .  we  dare  not  be  silent.” 

The  South  African  said  the  church  must  be  clear 
that  the  arms  race  and  faith  in  nuclear  weapons  is 
not  simply  a  “temporary  madness”  but  is 
essentially  sinful  and  contrary  to  the  purposes  of 
God  in  this  world  for  his  people. 

But  he  pleaded  for  Christians  of  the  First  World 
who  are  active  in  the  peace  movement  not  to 
separate  peace  from  the  issue  of  justice. 

He  said  the  prophet  Isaiah  speaks  of  peace  as 
the  offspring  of  justice  and  the  two  must  go  side- 
by-side. 

“It  may  be  true,”  he  said,  “that  the  issues  of 
justice,  racism,  hunger  and  poverty  are  largely 
unresolved  issues  for  the  ecumenical  movement 
...  but  it  cannot  be  true  that  we  will  be  willing  to 
use  the  issue  of  peace  to  avoid  those  dilemmas. 
One  cannot  use  the  gospel  to  escape  from  the 
demands  of  the  gospel. " 

Bishop  Festo  Kivengere  of  Uganda  and  Dr. 
Boesak,  both  African  theologians,  illustrate  the 
tension  between  liberation  theologians  who  tie 
Christ’s  good  news  to  a  material  context  and  those 
who  see  liberation  in  Christ  as  something  quite 
beyond  economic  and  political  terms. 

Bishop  Kivengere,  who  had  addressed  the  Billy 
Graham-sponsored  world  conference  for  itinerant 
evangelists  in  Amsterdam  only  a  few  days  earlier, 
said,  “It  is  easy  to  think  of  the  poor  as  the  material 
•have-nots’  but  there  is  also  an  inner  poverty  and 
oppression  evidenced  in  high  suicide  rates,  broken 
marriages,  crime,  war  and  ‘power-holicism.’  ” 

“Spiritual  emptiness  is  another  way  life  is  being 


destroyed,”  said  Dr.  Dorothy  Soelle,  a  West 
German  theologian.  She  said  two-thirds  of  the 
human  family  has  no  such  thing  as  “life  in  all  its 
fullness"  because  of  absolute  impoverishment. 
But  in  the  wealthy  First  World,  millions  live  “a 
stretched  death"  lingering  over  many  years  of 
emptiness  and  meaninglessness. 

Dr.  Soelle  went  on  to  warn  her  Second  and  Third 
World  listeners  not  to  choose  the  path  of  material¬ 
ism:  "Do  not  follow  our  example.  Claim  back  what 
we  have  stolen  from  you  but  do  not  follow  us . . .” 

Then  for  several  hours  the  delegates  put  aside 
their  rhetoric  and  theological  debates  and  listened 
to  the  testimonies  of  Christians  who  had  found 
“life  in  the  Christ  who  overcame  death.”  A  mother 
of  eight,  a  Bolivian  wife  of  a  tin  miner,  a  Lebanese 
social  worker,  an  Australian  anti-nuclear  activist,  a 
Korean  pastor,  a  Czechoslovakian  professor  all 
spoke. 

"You  do  not  start  with  concepts  and  ideas  but 
rather  with  direct  experience  ...  the  taste  of 
death  all  around  you  lays  bare  all  illusions,” 
Frieda  Haddad  said  of  her  life  in  Lebanon. 

Of  the  Eastern  Orthodox  faith,  Ms.  Haddad  said 
her  church  would  not  think  of  taking  a  political 
position:  “the  church  is  the  fellowship  of  believers; 
we  cannot  imagine  the  church  has  any  political 
positions  —  that  is  a  wrong  opinion  in  the  East.” 

The  Rev.  Hyung  Kyu  Park,  a  Korean  Presby¬ 
terian  leader,  described  his  efforts  to  broaden 
human  rights  in  South  Korea.  “Even  before  we 
started  (an  Easter  march),  our  placards  were 
confiscated,  our  wooden  cross  was  broken  in 
pieces  by  the  police  and  all  of  us  fled  and  hid 
ourselves,”  said  the  former  church  moderator. 
Put  into  solitary  confinement,  he  said  he  smelled 
of  death,  “but  I  began  to  see  that  I  was  not  dying; 
we  were  not  failures.” 

A  Yugoslavian  evangelical  theologian,  Dr. 
Peter  Kuzmic,  described  his  journey  from  that  of 
a  “self-sufficient  humanist'  to  one  who  “turned 
self  to  Christ.”  He  said  he  was  in  “bondage"  to  a 
sinful  self  but  he  had  found  freedom  in  Christ. 


kxKvt:  us.  Kft,  <3  Ifvul  Gpit" 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  An  artist’s  sketch  captures  a  scene  at  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  sixth  assembly  showing  the  diversity  of  the  world’s  Christian  community  in  their 
garb.  They  face  an  enormous  14-panel  mural  portraying,  in  bright  colors,  a  dove  symbol¬ 
izing  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  water  of  baptism,  and  (not  shown)  the  hand  of  God  and  the  cruci¬ 
fixion  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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Top  officials  describe  strains  on  WCC 


Ecumenical  ‘ship’  sails  on  despite  turbulence 


culture,"  said  Dr.  Scott.  “Churches  have 
to  a  large  extent  been  in  ‘cultural 
captivity’  .  .  .  retreating  from  criticizing 
culture,  from  their  faith  affirmations  .  .  . 
accommodating  themselves  too  easily  to 
the  world.” 

Churches  must  discover  the  power  “to 
be  in  the  world  but  not  of  it,”  he  said, 
noting  that  the  WCC  has  given  leader¬ 
ship  in  this  area. 

•  North-South,  East-West  tensions. 
“The  North-South  tension  between  the 
First  World  and  the  Third  World  is 
getting  to  be  the  biggest,”  the  moderator 
said. 

“When  I  travel  in  Eastern  bloc  nations, 
the  church  members  always  charge  that 
the  WCC  is  pro-Western;  when  I  am  in 
the  West  I  hear  that  the  WCC  is  pro- 
Eastern;  when  I  am  in  the  North  I  am 
told  the  WCC  is  all  pro-south  and  when  in 
the  South,  pro-North. 

“We  have  to  be  more  honest  about  this 
reality  as  member  churches,”  he  said. 

•  Human  rights  vs.  security  and 
cooperation.  “It  is  a  compliment  to  any 
country  when  one  can  criticize  it  openly 
without  the  members  of  the  churches 
suffering  because  of  it,  but  there  are 
countries  when  such  open  criticism  leads 
to  suffering,"  the  moderator  said. 

Archbishop  Scott  said  the  Helsinki 
agreement  between  world  political 
leaders  had  helped  very  much,  but  even 


who  could  suffer  if  open  criticism  were 
used  instead  of  quieter  channels,  the 
moderator  told  the  Reporter. 

Dr.  Potter,  in  response  to  critics  who 
say  the  council  ignores  the  plight  of 
Christians  jailed  for  their  beliefs,  said 
that  those  who  take  a  stand  in  faith 
against  “regimes”  and  are  jailed  are 
visited  by  council  representatives. 

“Once  we  have  dossiers  on  them  we 
keep  in  constant  touch  and  we  make  what 
appeals  we  can  to  the  authorities,”  he 
said. 

“We  played  a  not-insignificant  role  in 
the  release  of  the  Pentecostals  from  the 
U.S.  embassy,”  he  said.  He  is  referring 
to  the  group  that  lived  for  five  years  in 
^The  basement  of  the  U.S.  embassy  in 
Moscow  after  slipping  past  Soviet 
guards.  Their  recent  release  was 
facilitated  by  council  intercession  with 
Soviet  authorities,  a  spokesman  said. 

•  Confusion  of  ideology  and  theology. 
“An  ideology  always  wants  to 
domesticate  the  church.  The  African 
churches,  for  example,  are  recognizing 
they  need  to  be  much  more  critical  of 
internal  developments;  liberation  and 
independence  didn’t  do  it  all.” 

Archbishop  Scott  noted  the  address  of  a 
Ugandan  bishop,  Misaeri  Kauma,  who 
talked  of  how  his  nation,  which  is  90 
percent  Christian,  has  suffered  under  a 
series  of  different  political  leaders 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  Leading  the  opening  worship  “in  the  tent"  for  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Sixth  Assembly  are,  left  to  right,  the  WCC’s  two 
top  officials  —  Archbishop  Ted  Scott  of  Canada,  the  moderator,  and  the  Rev. 
Philip  Potter,  general  secretary. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third 
consecutive  week  in  Reporter  coverage 
of  the  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  Vancouver  July 
24-Aug.  10.  Sharon  Mielke,  managing 
editor,  reporting  from  the  site  of  the 
assembly,  is  focusing  this  week  on  the 
assembly  theme  and  next  week  on  the 
issues  before  the  delegates. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  25 
delegates  at  the  assembly. 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

VANCOUVER.  B.C.  -  The  35-year-old 
“ecumenical  ship”  called  the  World 
Council  Of  Churches  is  in  heavy  seas  of 
controversy  ,  *  world  turbulence  and 
internal  tensions.  It  needs  some 
overhauling. 

But  the  WCC  ship  is  still  on  its  basic 
course  of  striving  for  unity  among 
Christians  around  the  world,  and 
confidence  in  its  seaworthiness  is  strong. 

That  is  the  assessment  delivered  to  the 
900  delegates  to  the  WCC’s  Sixth 
Assembly  here  by  its  top  leaders  last 
week. 

Approximately  80  percent  of  the 
delegates  are  attending  their  first 
assembly,  which  means  many  of  the 
seasoned  ecumenical  shipmates  are 
gone.  Yet  those  here  are  said  to  be  the 
most  representative  assembly  ever  of 
the  304  churches  with  440  million 
members  in  100  nations. 

The  WCC  is  often  compared  to  the 
United  Nations  because  both  world 
organizations  have  many  of  the  same 
tensions  and  problems.  But  the  WCC’s 
top  elected  leader  —  the  moderator  — 
told  the  Reporter  in  an  interview  there  is 
one  critical  difference. 

Common  loyalty  to  God 

“Unlike  the  UN,  the  WCC  has  among 
its  members  a  common  loyalty  to  a 
transcendent  God  who  was  revealed  to  us 
in  Jesus  Christ  and  to  whom  we  are  all 
accountable.  We  all  have  to  learn 
together.” 

The  moderator,  Archbishop  Ted  Scott, 
the  Anglican  primate  of  Canada,  began 
his  report  to  the  assembly  with  the 
questions:  “Have  we  been  faithful?"  not 
only  to  the  directives  of  the  last  assembly 
in  Nairobi  in  1975  and  to  the  member 
churches,  but  to  the  “vision”  behind  the 
WCC  when  it  was  formed  in  1948. 

“Our  coming  together  to  form  a  World 
Council  will  be  in  vain  unless  Christians 
and  Christian  congregations  everywhere 
commit  themselves  to  the  Lord  of  the 
church  in  a  new  effort  to  seek  together, 
where  they  live,  to  be  His  witnesses  and 
servants  among  their  neighbors." 

Both  the  moderator  and  the  ^WCC’s 
chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Philip  Potter, 
acknowledged  the  council  is  sailing  in 
“heavy  seas.” 

A  great  deal  of  stress  is  the  result  of  the 
turbulence  in  the  world  today.  “The  very 
survival  of  the  human  race  is  daily 
threatened,”  said  Dr.  Potter,  who  said 
the  world  is  under  a  much  darker  cloud 
of  fear  and  despair  today  than  in  1954,  the 
last  time  the  WCC  assembled  in  North 
America. 

Delegates  here  the  first  week 
concentrated  almost  exclusively  on  the 
assembly  theme  —  “Jesus  Christ  —  the 
life  of  the  world”  —  searching  for 
understanding  of  how  this  can  be  true  in 
a  world  of  death  and  hunger  and  war  and 
pain  (see  above  story). 

Both  Dr.  Scott  and  Dr.  Potter  spoke  of 
the  pains  and  tensions  within  the  WCC 
itself  in  “state-of-the-WCC”  reports  to 
the  assembly  and  in  interviews  with  the 
Reporter. 

•  Differences  in  cultures.  “Each 
church  comes  out  of  its  own  cultural 
context  and  inevitably  sees  Christian 
values,  to  some  degree,  through  its  own 


in  this,  East  and  West  have  different 
views.  “It  is  called  the  Helsinki 
agreement  on  security  and  cooperation. 
While  Westerners  think  of  it  as  the 
‘human  rights’  agreement,  Easterners 
view  ‘security  and  cooperation’  as  what 
it  is  really  all  about. 

"I  personally  prefer  speaking  out  on 
human  rights  concerns,  and  the  WCC  has 
more  avenues  today  than  before  the 
Helsinki  agreement.”  But,  he  said,  the 
WCC  is  not  like  Amnesty  International 
which  is  organized  around  a  particular 
concern  and  which  has  few  individual 
members  or  chapters  in  nations  which  do 
not  like  open  criticism.  The  WCC  must 
think  of  the  thousands  of  churches  and 
millions  of  members  in  such  countries. 


including  Idi  Amin.  Today  it  is  bankrupt 
and  impoverished,  a  fertile  country 
unable  to  feed  her  own  people. 

Archbishop  Scott  told  the  Reporter  that 
Christian  churches  in  Eastern  Europe 
and  the  Russian  Orthodox  and  Baptists  in 
the  U.S.S.R.  are  finding  ways  — 
primarily  through  sermons  —  to  question 
their  governments  policies.  “Sermons 
are  the  only  avenue  available." 

He  said  church  leaders  have  taken  the 
government’s  approval  of  the  “peace 
issue”  and  “stretched  it"  by  linking  it  to 
justice  issues  such  as  the  misdirecting  of 
resources  for  military  hardware  from 
urgent  national  needs. 

The  moderator  reported  the  Russian 
Orthodox  church  is  financially 


independent  and  its  churches  are  being 
refurbished. 

•  Evangelism  methods.  “Some 
churches  in  the  WCC.  see  direct 
evangelism  as  a  value  while  other 
churches  see  evangelism  as  a  wider 
thing,”  he  said.  “How  to  evangelize  is 
also  a  tension  within  many  member 
churches.  In  fact,  most  of  the  WCC’s 
tensions  also  exist  in  member  churches.” 

•  Dialogue  with  other  faiths.  “Some 
feel  there  is  danger  of  syncretism  —  of 
losing  something  —  if  we  are  involved  in 
discussions  with  leaders  of  other  world 
faiths. 

We  have  drawn  a  distinction  in  our 
guidelines  between  ‘witnessing’  and 
dialogue.’  Every  Christian  is  called  to 
witness  but  also  to  live  in  peace  with  his 
neighbors.  Dialogue  can  be  instrumental 
in  living  together  in  a  world  where 
religion  is  ‘the  oil  on  the  fire’  of  all  kinds 
of  conflicts.” 

Dialogues  have  dealt  with  theological 
questions  —  “we  have  to  be  able  to 
understand  each  other”  —  but  the  other 
emphasis  has  been  on  issues  that  are 
common  concerns  for  all  faiths:  science, 
technology,  peace,  the  environment, 
pollution  and  militarism. 

With  three-fourths  of  the  world’s 
refugees  Muslims,  consultations  with 
them  on  refugee  matters  have  been  very 
important. 

•  WCC’s  raising  questions  about  how 
churches  are  relating  to  each  other  in 
their  countries. 

“There  is  far  too  little  real  sharing 
within  and  between  the  churches 
themselves,”  said  Dr.  Potter.  “We  tend 
too  much  to  hang  on  to  inherited  self¬ 
ish  forms  of  power  and  prestige  and 
above  all  the  petrifying  habit  of  self- 
sufficiency  or  of  obsequious  begging." 
He  decried  those  churches  which 
continue  to  think  of  Christian  unity  and 
the  WCC  as  something  “external”  to 
their  life  rather  than  “internal”  or 
central. 

He  said  he  warned  of  the  need  to 
advance  to  a  new  covenant  relationship 
in  Nairobi  in  1975  but  said  it  is  doubly 
urgent  now  as  relations  have  been 
strained  and  the  council  has  come  under 
heavy  attack  for  the  actions  it  has  taken 
"in  response  to  the  mandate  of  the 
assembly  and  the  Central  Committee.” 

Archbishop  Scott  said  that  “only  when 
there  is  a  consciousness  of  problems  so 
great  we  can’t  solve  them  alone  do 
churches  start  to  work  together.” 

“In  North  America,  we  have  not  yet 
come  to  that  point  of  recognizing  the 
crisis  in  our  culture  which  might  bring  us 
together."  he  said.  Again,  he  cited 
Uganda  as  a  place  where  Roman 
Catholics  and  Anglicans  had  learned  to 
plan  together  and  cooperate  with 
Muslims  as  well. 

•  Media  attacks.  The  popular  charge  is 
that  the  WCC  is  too  worldly,  too  involved 
in  social,  economic  and  political  concerns, 
too  Marxist-leaning,  too  silent  on 
religious  persecution  —  coming 
specifically  in  the  U.S.  through  the 
Reader’s  Digest  and  CBS  “60  Minutes.” 

“They  have  been  a  real  strain  on  me 
because  the  media  tend  to  focus  on 
leaders,”  the  archbishop  said.  He 
observed  that  there  is  some  evidence  to 
suggest  some  groups  critical  of  the  WCC 
are  “deliberately  seeking  to  misinterpret 
or  misrepresent  the  council.”  such  as  the 
South  African  government  as  revealed  in 
the  mid‘70s  by  the  Manchester  Guardian. 

He  said  the  WCC  has  never  conducted 
“witch-hunts  of  our  critics”  and  was  not 
about  to  start.  “The  WCC  must  be  true  to 
its  own  position  and  integrity." 

•  Ordination  of  women.  Discussion  on 
the  role  of  women  in  the  church  was 
“very  blunt,  very  direct  and  in  frank 
disagreement”  when  the  question  came 


before  the  WCC’s  Central  Committee  of 
leaders  at  its  Dresden  meeting,  with  the 
Orthodox  members  vehemently  opposed 
to  any  talk  of  ordaining  women. 

But  Dr.  Scott  believes  there  has  been 
some  movement  even  on  the  Orthodox 
front.  "For  the  first  time,  there  are  seven 
women  —  sisters  and  laywomen  —  in  the 
assembly  delegation.  They  are  quite 
willing  to  discuss  the  role  of  women  and 
men  in  the  church  as  long  as  the 
discussion  is  not  on  ordination." 

"Discussion  has  begun,”  Dr.  Potter 
said  at  a  press  conference.  “But  for  those 
churches  that  do  have  the  ordination  of 
women  and  boast  about  it,  they  have 
nothing  to  boast  about.  ”  he  said. 

“Often  women  are  given  secondary 
places  in  the  church,  have  trouble  getting 
parishes  and  are  given  all  the  dirty  jobs 
to  do.” 

Blaming  West  may  be  passe 

“Most  Third  World  leaders  are  past  the 
stage  of  blaming  everything  on  the  West¬ 
ern  nations  or  Western  churches,”  the 
moderator  said.  “There  is  more 
openness  to  work  on  their  problems 
together  as  churches  —  not  just  looking 
for  a  scapegoat.  There  are  problems  we 
all  face  together  in  common. 

“There  is  a  new  maturity  in  the  WCC; 
we  have  to  work  together." 

•  Financial  shortages.  While  member 
churches  increased  their  financial 
support  of  the  WCC  by  184  percent  since 
1975,  the  composite  effects  of  the  decline 
of  the  WCC’s  eight  major  currencies  in 
exchange  rates  and  inflation  reduced  the 
overall  increase  to  40  percent. 

The  WCC  handles  about  $65  million 
annually,  most  of  which  ($51  million)  are 
pass-through  funds  for  the  network  of 
relief  and  development  projects  the  WCC 
coordinates  for  member  churches. 

The  basic  operating  budget  is  about  $15 
million  —  most  of  which  is  designated  for 
specific  WCC  sub-units  or  programs.  Of 
that,  $2.5  million  is  undesignated  for  allo¬ 
cation  by  the  Central  Committee. 

Designated  giving  is  increasing  and 
undesignated  funds  decreasing,  the  latter 
now  representing  only  4  percent  of  all 
funds  going  to  the  WCC.  That  means.  Dr. 
Scott  said,  that  some  priorities  have  been 


unfunded  or  have  almost  starved,  espe¬ 
cially  the  priority  on  human  rights. 

Since  1975,  cuts  ( 20  percent )  were  made 
in  personnel  and  central  service 
operations  to  release  funds  for  other 
priorities,  but  reserves  are  used  up  and 
further  personnel  cuts  are  not  advisable, 
the  moderator  and  a  finance  officer 
warned. 

“Income  from  all  sources  will  not  fully 
cover  the  1984  budget,”  reported  Dr 
Oscar  J.  McCloud  of  the  finance 
committee. 

•  Membership  to  include  payment? 
“Membership  should  never  be 
contingent  on  a  financial  commitment," 
Dr.  Scott  believes,  but  the  time  has  come 
for  “some"  commitment  on  the  part  of 
113  member  churches  (38  percent)  — 
mostly  in  Asia  and  Africa  —  which  do  not 
support  the  WCC  financially. 

Further,  almost  half  of  the  budget  for 
the  Sixth  Assembly  here  in  Vancouver  — 
about  $1.35  million  —  is  paying  travel 
subsidies  for  some  600  delegates  from 
outside  First  World  nations. 

Approximately  97  percent  of  the  WCC’s 
budget  comes  through  donor  churches  in 
13  nations.  West  Germany  is  the  largest 
with  $4.5  million.  U.S.  churches  are 
second  with  $3.4  million.  Sweden,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Canada.  Netherlands. 
Switzerland.  Australia,  Norway. 
Denmark,  France,  New  Zealand  and 
Finland  are  the  other  11. 

Archbishop  Scott  told  the  assembly,  “It 
is  destructive  and  paternalistic  to  allow 
these  churches  to  continue  their 
dependency  relationships."  He  urged 
that  every  member  church  pay  at  least 
their  delegates’  travel  costs. 

He  said  the  Eastern  bloc  churches, 
which  are  not  allowed  to  export  hard 
currency,  have  greatly  increased  their 
contribution  through  other  means,  such 
as  hosting  and  paying  all  expenses  for 
WCC  meetings  in  their  nations  and  by 
paying  travel  costs  for  other  delegates  on 
their  national  airlines. 

All  of  these  tensions  and  strains  are  in 
play  here  as  the  assembly  studies, 
worships,  prays  and  debates  a  future 
course  which  brings  "new  life  in  Christ  to 
the  world.” 

-SHARON  MIELKE 
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U.S.  church  leaders  ‘alarmed’ 

Message  to  Reagan  protests  force  rise  in  Latin  America 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
VANCOUVER.  B.C.  -  Some  230  U  S. 
participants  in  the  WCC  assembly  here 
last  week  sent  a  message  of  alarm  to 
President  Reagan  protesting  the 
increase  of  U.S.  troops  in  Honduras  and 


the  naval  presence  off  the  shores  of 
Nicaragua 

The  signers  said  they  were  offended  by 
the  President’s  decision  to  escalate  the 
U.S.  military  presence  while  refusing  to 
pursue  friendly  offers  of  peaceful 


negotiations. 

The  message,  which  was  also 
communicated  to  members  of  Congress, 
demanded  immediate  withdrawal  of  U.S. 
forces  from  the  region,  cessation  of  overt 
and  covert  efforts  to  destabilize  the 


government  of  Nicaragua,  and  honest 
efforts  to  achieve  a  negotiated 
settlement. 

The  message  of  concern  was  not  an 
official  act  of  the  WCC  assembly  but  of 
individuals,  including  delegates,  visitors 
and  observers. 

Among  the  signers  of  the  telegram  on 
Central  America  were  United  Methodist 
Bishops  James  Armstrong,  James  M. 
Ault,  and  Marjorie  Matthews. 

At  the  end  of  last  week,  concern  was 
escalating  among  the  Central  American 
and  North  American  delegations  over  the 
Reagan  Administration’s  recent 
announcements  regarding  Central 
America.  The  two  groups  met  to  draw  up 
a  “covenant”  between  churches  of  both 
hemispheres  to  work  for  peace  in  the 
area. 

The  two  regional  groups  also  planned 
Jo  ask  the  assembly  to  send  a  special  in¬ 
vestigative  team  to  Nicaragua  and  report 
back  before  the  Aug.  10  adjournment.  The 
purpose  of  the  team  would  be  to  show  the 
assembly  that  a  state  of  war  already 
exists  and  to  get  the  WCC  delegates  to 
condemn  this  war, 

A  separate  message  deploring  U.S. 
policy  on  South  Africa  was  sent  to  the 
White  House.  The  signers  said:  “As 
Christians  we  demand  that  the  U.S. 
government  stop  its  complicity  with 
apartheid  in  South  Africa  and  the  illegal 
occupation  of  Namibia  and  Southern 
Angola  by  South  Africa.” 

The  letter  said  the  signers  specifically 
oppose  the  so-called  policy  of 
“constructive  engagement”  with  South 
Africa,  the  supplying  of  armaments 
through  Israel,  efforts  to  make  the 
withdrawal  of  Cuban  troops  from  Angola 
a  condition  for  the  independence  of 
Namibia  and  the  U.S.  refusal  to  support 
economic  sanctions  proposed  against 
South  Africa  in  the  UN  security  council. 

-  SHARON  MIELKE 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  Daily  worship  services  —  morning,  noon,  and  evening  —  are  held  in  a  240-foot-long,  100- 
foot-wide.  40-foot-high  tent  that  can  seat  3,000  during  the  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  choice  of  a  tent  was  intentional.  Like  the  ecumenical  movement  it  is  symbolic  of  a  journey  of  faith  and,  like 
the  symbolic  ecumenical  “ship,”  it,  too,  can  be  blown  and  buffeted  by  winds  of  controversy  and  storms  of  protest. 
But  the  yellow-and-white-striped  tent  with  its  cross  on  top  has  good  acoustics,  especially  considering  that  music 
and  singing  resounds  not  from  the  rafters  but  from  the  tent  poles. 
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Married  on  her  84th  birthday! 

UNIONTOWN,  Pa.  —  "A  help  and  a  joy  to  each  other”  are  the  words  that 
Harry  P.  Williams,  101,  used  to  describe  the  love  he  and  Florence  Chidester 
sliare  as  they  were  united  in  marriage  recently  on  her  84th  birthday.  Both 
are  active  members  of  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

UNIONTOWN  HERALD-STANDARD  PHOTO 


the  church  today 


Breakfast  cereal  ‘seals’ 
solicited  for  fire  victims 

NASHVILLE  —  Do  you  use  Post 
breakfast  cereals?  If  so,  you  can  help  the 
Bethlehem  Centers  in  Nashville  acquire 
new  gym  equipment  to  replace  those  lost 
in  a  fire  of  1979.  The  old  gym  was 
destroyed,  but  the  new  one  will  be  open 
soon,  and  Bethlehem  Centers  has  nothing 
for  the  children  to  play  with. 

Here’s  what  you  can  do  to  help.  On 
each  cereal  package  there  is  a  Proof-of- 
Purchase  seal.  Gip  your  seals  and  send 
them,  before  Dec.  15,  to:  Bethlehem 
Centers,  c/o  Melvin  Perry,  1417 
Charlotte  Ave.,  Nashville,  TN  37203. 

Minnesotans  erect 
solar  heat  collector 

PROCTOR.  Minn.  —  A  solar  church  in 
Proctor,  Minnesota !  Few  would  expect  a 
northern  congregation  to  erect  such  a 
facility,  but  it’s  just  about  completed. 

A 1400  square  foot  solar  collector  on  the 
roof  of  Forbes  UMC  is  planned  to  provide 
one-third  of  the  heating  needs  for  the 
church. 

The  project  was  made  possible  by  a 
$10,000  grant  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Forbes  Church  is  one 
of  six  in  the  nation  receiving  such  a 
grant. 

Church  business  executives 
hold  annual  meeting 

DES  MOINES  -  The  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Church  Business 
Administrators  met  here  July  10-12 
under  the  theme  “Personnel  and 
Leadership  Management  for  Effective 
Ministry." 

The  association,  with  membership 
nationally  of  161,  encourages  training 
and  employment  of  church  business 
administrators. 

Officers  for  1983-84  are  Sandra  Kelley 
of  North  Scituate,  Rhode  Island, 
president;  Bernard  Shashaguay  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  vice  president; 
Sylvia  Bardes  of  Los  Altos,  Calif., 
secretary,  and  Howard  Kurtz  of  Houston, 
treasurer. 

The  1984  meeting  will  be  July  15-17  in 
Charlotte.  N.C. 

University  Senate  OKs 
five  more  seminaries 

NASHVILLE  <UMNS>  -  In  the  final 
phase  of  its  evaluation  of  non-United 
Methodist  seminaries  for  the  1983-84 
academic  year,  the  University  Senate 
approved  five  more  schools  and 
disapproved  two. 

Those  approved  at  the  University 
Senate’s  June  24  meeting  in  Madison, 
N.J.,  were  Bethel  Theological  Seminary. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.; 
Evangelical  Seminary.  San  Juan.  Puerto 
Rico;  North  American  Baptist 
Seminary.  Sioux  Falls.  N.D.,  and 
Mennonite  Brethren  Biblical  Seminary, 
Fresno.  Calif. 


St.  Francis  Seminary  in  Milwaukee, 
and  Christ  the  King  Seminary  in  East 
Aurora.  N.Y.,  were  not  approved. 

The  June  report  marked  the 
completion  of  the  University  Senate’s 
first  full  review  of  nearly  120  seminaries 
in  North  America.  The  University  Senate 
is  the  United  Methodist  Church's  review 
agency  for  higher  education  institutions. 

Carolinian  to  preach 
on  ‘Protestant  Hour  ’ 

ATLANTA  (PRTC)  -  Dr.  Ernest 
Fitzgerald,  senior  minister  of  the  West 
Market  Street  UMC  in  Greensboro,  N.C., 
will  be  the  speaker  on  the  1983  United 
Methodist  series  of  the  “Protestant 
Hour”  Aug.  13  to  Oct.  30. 

His  theme  for  the  series  is  “Diamonds 
Everywhere.”  Dr.  Fitzgerald's  sermon 
series  has  also  been  published  in  a  book 
under  the  same  title  by  Abingdon  Press. 

National  mission  agency 
supports  Washington  March 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  -  Directors  of  the 
National  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  have  voted  $15,000  in 
support  of  the  March  on  Washington  for 
Jobs,  Peace  and  Freedom  slated  for  late 
August. 

'  The  march  marks  the  20th  anniversary 
of  the  historic  march  on  Washington  led 
by  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  for  civil 
rights.  It  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong, 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  is  one  of  the  march’s 
convenors. 

Two  sisters  graduate 
from  UM  Seminary 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  -  The  Rev.  Naomi 
Jackson  and  her  sister,  the  Rev  Martha 
Jackson,  are  recent  graduates  of 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semin¬ 
ary  here.  It  is  the  first  time  in  the  125- 
year  history  of  the  seminary  that  sisters 
have  attended  and  been  graduated  from 
that  institution. 

The  Jacksons  are  members  of  a 
ministerial  family.  Their  father  is  the 
Rev.  Richard  Jackson,  who  with  his  wife 
Nancy  serves  the  Blyndon,  Minn.,  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  the  Hawley  UMC. 
Nancy  became  a  certified  lay  speaker  in 
April. 

Wheelchair  athlete  wins 
swimming  medals 

LANSDALE,  Pa.  (UMNS)-  Ron  Curll. 
36,  A  United  Methodist  layman,  is  a 
competitive  swimmer,  and  although  he 
has  been  confined  to  a  wheelchair  for 
three  years,  his  participation  in  the  sport 
has  not  slowed. 

So  Mr.  Curll,  a  member  of  Christ  UMC 
here  and  a  member  of  the  National 
Wheelchair  Athletic  Association,  re¬ 
cently  won  two  silver  medals  and  a 
bronze  medal  in  a  national  meet  for 


Bicentennial  minute 


Aug.  22.  1816,  Jesse  I^e  preached  his  final  sermon  at  a 
summer  camp  meeting.  Mr.  I^ee  was  a  powerful  preacher,  one 
of  the  greatest  of  the  times.  The  text  for  the  final  sermon  was 
"Grow  in  Grace"  (2  Peter  3: 18).  By  Sept.  12.  he  had  passed  to 
his  reward  and  joined  his  beloved  Bishop  Asbury,  who  had 
gone  before  him  only  a  few  months  prior.  He  is  often  correctly 
styled  the  “Apostle  of  Methodism”  in  New  York. 


“wheelchair"  athletes  in  Hawaii.  More 
than  600  athletes  competed  in  the  event. 

Mr.  Curll,  who  has  a  form  of  multiple 
sclerosis,  t61d  United  Methodist  News 
Service  he  was  forced  to  leave  his  job 
three  years  ago  when  the  disease  left  him 
paralyzed.  He  went  back  to  school  to 
study  accounting  and  computer 
programming  and  was  graduated  from 
Montgomery  County  Community  College 
this  spring. 

Film  to  portray 
‘Sanctuary’  controversy 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The 
controversial  issue  of  sanctuary  is  the 
subject  of  an  international  film  produced 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for 
distribution  in  early  September. 

“Sanctuary”  pictures  the  fate  of  one 
family  from  the  moment  it  is  caught  in 
the  crossfire  between  opposing  forces 
through  the  various  stages  of  flight, 
refugee  camp  existence,  immigration 
procedures  and  finally  adjustment  to  life 
in  a  country  of  resettlement. 

In  unique  fashion,  the  family  is 
pictured  first  as  Central  American,  then 
African,  then  Middle  Eastern,  Eastern 
European,  and  Asian  without 
interrupting  the  story  continuity. 

After  Sept.  1,  inquiries  on  film  rental 
may  be  sent  to  Ecufilm,  an  ecumenical 
film  and  video  distribution  service  at  810 
12th  Ave.  South,  Nashville,  TN  37203. 

UMCOR  responds 
to  weather  disasters 

NEW  YORK  (UMI)  -  To  help  stem  an 
unprecedented  number  of  world-wide 
weather  disasters,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  given  out  a  sum 
roughly  equal  to  all  of  its  givings  for  1982 
in  just  the  first  half  of  1983. 

According  to  Paul  Morton,  relief 
coordinator  for  UMCOR,  some  $300,000 
has  gone  to  meet  needs  that  have  been 
occasioned  by  extraordinary  changes  in 
the  weather  world-wide. 


Access  to  General  Conference 

Petitions  secretary  tells  how 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  JOSE,  Calif.  —  It  happens  every 
four  years  about  this  time. 

United  Methodists  nationwide  start 
mailing  suggestions  to  the  Rev.  Newell 
Knudson  here  about  ways  to  improve  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  suggestions  are  in  the  form  of 
petitions  to  the  UMC’s  General 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  highest 
legislative  body  which  will  meet  in 
Baltimore,  May  l-ll  next  year. 

Any  United  Methodist  individual  or  con¬ 
gregation  or  organization  may  send  a 
petition. 

A  petition  and  a  stamp  are  all  it  takes 
to  gain  direct  access  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  and  to  place  a  suggestion  on 
the  official  agenda. 

Mr.  Knudson,  the  petitions  secretary 
for  General  Conferences  since  1968, 
handled  more  than  20,000  petitions  for  the 
1980  General  Conference,  sorting  them 
into  a  roomful  of  assorted  orange  crates 
and  shoe  boxes. 

All  petitions  are  read 

Amazingly,  Mr.  Knudson  says  he  or  an 
office  manager  read  every  petition  in  the 
sorting  process.  And  each  petition  gets 
read  again  and  considered  by  at  least  a 
sub-committee  of  perhaps  six  to  ten  per¬ 
sons  at  the  General  Conference,  he  says. 

What  follows  in  this  article  are 
descriptions  of  how  a  petition  should  be 
prepared  before  mailing  it  to  Mr.  Knud¬ 
son  at  P.O.  Box  28809,  San  Jose,  Calif. 
95159. 

The  direct  access  of  individual  United 
Methodists  to  General  Conference  is 
especially  significant  in  that  General 
Conference  decides  matters  that  have  a 
direct  effect  on  United  Methodist  local 
congregations.  In  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  all  congregations  have  the  same 
constitution  and  basic  operating  rules  — 
which  are  found  in  the  UMC’s  “Book  of 
Discipline,”  the  contents  of  which  are 


Members  defy  IRS 


NEW  HAVEN.  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
pastor  of  the  First  &  Summerfield  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  Carl 
Lundborg,  has  refused  for  a  second  year 
to  pay  the  50  percent  of  his  federal  taxes 
that  goes  to  support  the  military. 

His  New  Haven  congregation  voted 
July  10  not  to  turn  over  the  amount  of  the 
withheld  taxes  of  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  as  the  IRS  had  requested. 

Mr.  Lundborg,  in  sending  in  his  taxes, 
wrote  the  IRS  he  felt  his  “obligations  as  a 


determined  at  the  once-every-four-years 
General  Conference  meetings. 

In  addition,  General  Conference  puts  in 
the  Discipline  such  other  items  as  legis¬ 
lation  for  general  agencies,  for  ordaining 
ministers  and  for  the  relationship 
between  the  denomination  and  such 
organizations  as  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches. 

Petition-writing  rules 

If  you  don’t  know  the  Discipline  from  a 
spanking,  a  visit  to  your  church  library 
and/or  your  pastor  to  take  a  look  at  the 
maroon,  hymnal-like  book  would  be  very 
helpful  before  sending  your  suggestion  to 
Mr.  Knudson. 

Read  Para.  607  which  tells  you  that  you 
must: 

(1)  Send  two  copies  of  the  petition  to 
Mr.  Knudson. 

(2)  Write  the  petition  so  that  it 
addresses  a  very  specific  issue  that 
relates  to  only  one  paragraph  in  the 
Discipline.  If  you  want  to  deal  with 
several  aspects  of  an  issue,  you  will  need 
to  write  several  petitions,  each  related  to 
a  single  paragraph  in  the  Discipline.  If 
your  petition  calls  for  a  stance  on  a  social 
issue,  you  don’t  need  to  cite  the 
Discipline,  Mr.  Knudson  says.  But  it  is 
helpful  if  you  refer  to  any  current 
resolutions  already  in  the  UMC’s  “Book 
of  Resolutions”  about  that  issue. 

Mr.  Knudson  also  points  out  that  each 
petition  should  have  the  signature  and 


church  affiliation,  of  at  least  one  United 
Methodist,  even  if  the  petition  comes 
from  a  group. 

The  importance  of  each  individual’s 
submission  is  stressed  by,  officials 
connected  with  the  running  of  General 
Conferences. 

But  the  Rev.  David  Andrews, 
secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Plan  of 
Organization  and  Rules  of  Order  for 
General  Conference  adds  that  a  petition 
which  has  the  approval  of  a  local 
congregation’s  administrative  board 
generally  draws  more  attention  than  one 
from  an  individual. 

If  you  succeed  in  getting  your  church's 
administrative  board  to  endorse  your 
petition,  be  certain  that  this  endorsement 
is  mentioned  on  your  petition,  Mr. 
Knudson  advises. 

After  Mr.  Knudson’s  post  office  box 
was  announced  last  month,  he  began 
receiving  several  petitions  a  day. 

“By  January,  the  post  office  won’t  be 
able  to  put  them  in  our  box  any  more; 
they  will  start  bringing  the  mail  in 
bags,”  he  says. 

At  that  point,  Mr.  Knudson,  who  also  is 
a  district  superintendent,  will  have  a 
number  of  secretaries  helping  him  do  the 
paperwork.  The  deadline  for  petitions  is 
March  1, 1984. 

An  article  in  a  subsequent  issue  of  the 
Reporter  will  detail  proposed  changes 
for  the  way  General  Conference  works 
with  petitions. 


Carl  Lundborg 


Christian  and  a  citizen  are  no  longer 
reconcilable.  The  50  percent  of  my  taxes 
that  support  the  military  I  cannot  pay .  ” 

The  church  has  retained  an  attorney  to 
represent  it  in  this  case.  The  attorney 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service  the 
IRS  has  served  a  levy  on  the  cnurch  as 
Mr.  Lundborg’s  employer,  telling  it  to 
withhold  $1,200  and  pay  it  to  IRS.  The 
church  received  a  summons  to  produce 
its  books  for  examination  July  20. 

‘‘We  will  oppose  the  church’s 
answering  the  summons,”  attorney 
Diane  Polan  said,  "on  the  basis  that  it  is 
a  violation  of  the  separation  of  church 
and  state.  They  can’t  even  ask  whether 
the  levy  has  been  honored.  To  answer 
that  question  would  require  the  church  to 
open  its  internal  affairs  to  government.” 

Larry  Batdorf,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
IRS  in  Washington,  said  he  was  unable  to 
discuss  specific  cases.  Speaking  in 
general  terms,  he  said  the  IRS  could 
bring  a  civil  suit  against  a  third  party  for 
failing  to  honor  a  claim  and  could  levy  a 
fine  against  the  third  party  equal  to  50 
percent  of  the  tax  owned. 

The  New  York  Annual  Conference, 
which  includes  this  section  of 
Connecticut,  gave  permission  through  its 
council  on  finance  and  administration  for 
the  conference  board  of  church  and 
society  to  solicit  funds  to  support  both  the 
New  Haven  congregation  and  the  pastor. 
This  “conscience”  fund  is  expected  to 
help  offset  legal  fees  and  other  costs. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES.  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
125  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  SI  .00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by  F.D.I.C. 
Return  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  above  the  prevailing 
market  Liquidity,  yearly.  Minimum  per  person: 
$10,000  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000.  Maximum 
Length  may  ^be  renewed  annually  for  ten  years 

FOR  SALE  HAMMOND  ELECTRONIC  ORGAN. 

Model  C2,  2  manuals  excellent  condition  with  tonal 

Bank.  Box  7554,  Waco,  Texas  76714  or  Rev  Richard  M 
Freeman.  Box  7736.  Waco.  TX  76714-7736 

1-512-997-7679  Fredericksburg  United  Methodist 
Church.  1800  North  Llano  Street,  Fredericksburg.  TX 
78624. 

SOUTHERN  METHODIST  UNIVERSITY  needs 
temporary  clerks/secretaries  to  substitute  for 
employees  on  vacation  or  out  of  office  due  to  illness. 

OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACKAGE!  Stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort.  Rt.  1,  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.,  and  see  the  Great  Passion  Play  (thru 
Oct.l  for  only  $18  each,  including  tickets,  lodging, 

personal  skills,  a  positive  attitude  and  well  organized 
work  habits,  please  call  Mr.  Doak  at  692-2043  for  an 
interview 

swimming  &  meals!  Call  501/253-8418 

SEEKING  RETIRED  PASTOR  to  do  pastoral 

EGYPT.  ISRAEL.  JORDAN.  GREECE  14  days  $1,975 
All-inclusive  from  Houston  October  23  Anthony 
Webster,  Westminster  United  Methodist  Church.  5801 
San  Felipe  Rd  ,  Houston  77057 

provided  Salary  negotiable.  Write  University  United 
Methodist  Church.  2818  N  University.  Peoria.  IL 61604, 
or  call  (309  )  688-3486 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS:  Marketing 
and  Development  Evenglow  Lodge  Retirement  Center, 
215  E  Washington,  Pontiac,  IL  61764  Resumes  to  Al 
Weinbender.  Administrator. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  - 
Brainerd  United  Methodist.  Chattanooga.  TN.  Urban 
setting,  1490.  Salary  range  $15,000  —  $17,000  Focus: 
Children  and  Youth  Ministries  and  ministries  to  their 
parents  Search  Committee,  Brainerd  United 

LARGE  CHURCH  SEEKING  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR 

with  pastoral  experience.  Opportunity  in  pastoral  care, 
preaching,  teaching  in  multi-staff  Furnished,  three- 
bedroom.  2  bath,  parsonage  First  United  Methodist. 
Box  6.  Midland.  TX  79702.  Phone  (915)  682-3701 

Methodist.  4315  Brainerd  Road.  Chattanooga.  TN 
37411  <615)698-6951 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPING  &  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
South  Dakota  Conference  of  United  Methodist  Church 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  Youth 
Director  wanted  Also  Pastor's  assistant  Active 
program  Rapidly  growing  church  in  suburban  area 
Salaries  negotiable.  Contact  H.  W  Kirtley.  Community 
UMC.  Casselberry.  FL  (305  )  831-3777. 

resource  for  State  youth  programs  Need  knowledge  of 
and  experience  in  outdoor  recreation  and  youth 
ministry  Applications  by  October  1 :  position  to  begin 
January  I.  1984.  For  further  information  contact 
Margaret  Denton,  1217  5th  Street.  Brookings.  S.D. 

Durham,  North  Carolina.  Send  resume'  and  inquiry  to 
Dr  Wallace  H.  Kirby,  228  West  Edenton  Street. 
Raleigh.  N.C.  27603 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  for  church  of 
2100  members  Budget  $475,000  Experience  preferred. 
Full  time.  Job  description  available  on  request.  Salary 

CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES 
DIRECTOR:  South  Dakota  Conference,  United 
Methodist  Church.  Need  skills  in  administration, 
program  planning,  consulting,  training.  Open  to  lay  or 
clergy  Application  deadline  August  1.  For  further 
information  contact  Margaret  Denton.  1217  5th  St.. 
Brookings.  S.D  57006 

to  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O  Box  888. 
Denton.  TX  76201 

COLOR  SEASON  in  the  Smokies  Incomparable  view 

Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  P  O  B  1138,  Waynesville.  NC 
287861704  )  627-6067 

BRING  YOUR  TOUR  GROUP  of  around  40  and  our 
free  tour  guides  help  show  you  beautiful  East  Texas 
Call  collect  Charles  Hassell.  Thomas  J  Rusk  Hotel  Co,. 
(214  )  683-2277. 

singles!  Pastor  with  successful  experience  in  ministry 
to  the  divorced,  the  widowed,  and  those  single  by 
choice,  seeks  "career  associate''  position  with 
emphasis  on  ministry  to  single  adults  Available  in 
Nov  Resume  and  references.  John  Skien,  15  South  “H" 
Street.  Lakeview.  OR.  97630.  ( 503  )  947-2840 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER?  Publish  a  group  cookbook! 
Free  brochure,  estimates.  We  also  specialize  in  church 
and  family  histories  Sanders  Printing,  Box  160-M2. 
Garretson.  S.D.  57030  (  605  )  594-3427 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  Insigne  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum,  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze 
Custom  sizes  available  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/8  inch  aluminum.  Mounting 
brackets  included  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne. 

PREGNANT'’  LICENSED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
AGENCY  has  couples  prepared  to  adopt  your  child 
Medical  and  legal  fees  paid  Nationwide  1-800-255-9612 
Texas  1  800-292-5103 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations. 

P  O.  Box  157.  Amberg.  WI.  54102 

cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181,  Corpus 
Christ  i.  TX  78403 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL.  A  portfolio  of  graphs 
and  instructions  for  embroidery  and  other  projects 
Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the  United 
Methodist  symbol.  Includes:  latch  hook  banner, 
candlewiek  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend,  backstitch 
Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross-stitch  projects 
$7  00  iMinn  residents  add  6%  taxi  Nancy  Designs. 
11036-R  Trail  West.  Bloomington.  MN  55437 

WANTED  Fulltime  youth  director  for  United 
Methodist  Church  in  suburban  setting  with  evangelical 
thrust  and  approximately  900  members  Apply  at: 
Asbury  UMC.  2801  W  15th.  Wichita.  KSC7203  (  316  )  942 

SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Part  of  the  La.  Memorial/Port  Barre  group  are  shown  above  (top  photo),  with  the 
Asbury  (West  Monroe)  youth  (lower  photo)  in  the  construction  of  the  Home  for 
Abused  Wives  and  Children  at  Shiprock.  New  Mexico. 


Louisiana  Youth  Contribute 
To  Shiprock  YSF Project 


Youth  groups  from  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe,  and 
Louisiana  Memorial/Port  Barre  charge 
recently  participated  in  Work  Camps  at 
the  Navajo  Reservation,  Shiprock,  New 
Mexico. 

The  La.  Memorial/Port  Barre 
delegation  consisted  of  26  youth  and 
adults,  who  worked  for  10  days.  Their 
project  was  the  construction  of  a  home 
for  battered  wives  and  abused  children, 
sponsored  by  the  Tribal  Council.  This  is 
part  of  the  Four  Corners  Native 
American  Ministry,  one  of  the  outreach 
ministries  of  the  New  Mexico 
Conference. 

Eight  fund-raising  projects  provided 
the  financial  support  for  the  Asbury 


youth  in  the  church-sponsored  work 
camp,  which  also  served  as  one  of  three 
Youth  Service  Fund  Projects  for  1983. 
They,  too,  helped  construct  the  home  for 
battered  wives  and  abused  children. 

The  Youth  sang  at  two  worship 
services,  one  in  English  and  one  in 
Navajo.  In  addition,  they  worked  on  the 
adobe  brick  walls,  82  feel  long  and  8  feet 
high,  and  dug  drainage  ditches  around 
the  entire  structure. 

Mike  Wheelis,  Youth  Director,  and 
Lionel  Marcel,  Pastor  of  Asbury, 
coordinated  their  trip;  Bill  McCutcheon, 
pastor  at  La.  Memorial/Port  Barre 
provided  leadership  for  their 
participation. 


Letter  To  The  Editor 


Dear  Mr.  Fleming: 

Amen  and  keep  up  the  spirit.  I  am 
referring  to  your  column  in  the  June  29, 
1983  La.  United  Methodist,  in  which  you 
list  several  suggestions  about  our 
Conference  having  "...  a  strong  and 
updated  resource  center.” 

I  have  just  returned  from  two  weeks  of 
summer  school  at  Scarritt  College, 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  Educational 
assistants  were  there  to  attend 
certification  courses.  In  that  setting  we 
gathered  to  celebrate  our  joys  and  share 
our  burdens.  The  one  source  of  many 


World  Council 
of  Churches 
A  communion  service 
exhibited  both 
agreements  and 
differences  at  the  global 
assembly  in  Vancouver. 
See  exclusive  Reporter 
stories  on  the  inside. 


celebrations  came  from  those  persons 
whose  Annual  Conferences  have  strong 
CCOM  and  resource  persons. 

As  I’m  sure  you  might  gather,  I  am 
still  on  a  high  from  my  experience.  I  hope 
that  your  suggestions,  especially  the  one 
about  Media  Festivals  will  become  a 
reality.  I  also  hope  that  the  format  used 
will  allow  for  some  time  of  sharing 
(resources  others  have  used  and 
liked/disliked  and  why,  etc.).  This  is  one 
area  that  I  feel  our  church  has  not  been 
willing  or  should  I  say  —  able  —  to 
provide  its  people. 

Peace, 

Joanne  P.  Cook 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

First  UMC,  Homer 


Book 

Quotes 

H Mr 

(From  Abingdon  Press) 
Recently  in  a  supermarket  my  wife 
saw  a  little  boy  transferring  the 
groceries  from  the  cart  to  the  counter.  In 
a  derisive  voice  the  mother  said  to  the 
clerk,  "He’ll  drop  it;  I  know  he’ll  drop 
it.”  A  few  weeks  later  in  the  same  store 
she  saw  another  little  fellow  helping  his 
mother  and  this  time  heard  the  words. 
"He's  mother’s  helper.  I  don’t  know  what 
I’d  do  without  him.”  One  is  just  as  easy  to 
say  as  the  other. 

For  Those  Who  Love:  Making 

Your  Marriage  Work  a  Lifetime 
Lionel  A.  Whitson 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  222198,  Dallas,  Texas  75222 
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James  Poole  Named 
Coordinator  For 
Volunteers  in 
Mission  in  Louisiana 

Rev.  James  Poole,  Senior  Pastor  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Minden, 
has  been  named  Coordinator  for 
Volunteers  in  Mission  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  is  a  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  program,  planned 
to  coordinate  and  guide  United 
Methodists  in  volunteer  Christian 
mission  projects,  in  and  beyond  the 
Jurisdiction.  Projects  usually  will  be 
from  one  to  three  weeks  in  duration  with 
a  variety  of  services,  including 
construction  work,  medical  services  and 
educational  programs.  A  variety  of  skills 
will  be  needed  for  the  various  projects. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  Volunteers  in 
Mission  project  is: 

(1) To  provide  services  to  mission 
projects  in  response  to  requests  from 
authorized  groups  and  persons 
representing  the  mission  projects  ; 

(2) To  provide  opportunities  for 
committed  Christians  to  offer  their 
skills  and  time  as  an  expression  of 
their  faith  ;  and 

(3) To  increase  awareness  and 
understanding  of  the  mission 
program  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Each  annual  conference  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  has  appointed  a 
coordinator  of  Volunteers  in  Mission,  and 
Rev.  Poole  should  be  contacted  by  those 
persons  wishing  to  do  volunteer  work,  as 
well  as  to  suggest  short-term  mission 
projects.  Individuals,  congregations  and 
groups  within  congregations  are  urged  to 
share  in  the  expenses  of  a  given  project. 
Team  members  will  be  expected  to  pay 
toward  their  own  expenses  for  travel, 
room  and  meals. 


Conference  Joins 
CM  Electronic 
Mail  Project 

Using  NEWSNET  and  SOURCE, 
United  Methodist  Communications  are  in 
a  pilot  program  of  electronic  mail. 
Emanating  from  the  Nashville  computer 
of  UMCom,  news  releases  are  being  sent 
via  electronic  mail  to  the  Iowa, 
Northwest  Texas,  West  Michigan, 
Wisconsin  and  now  Louisiana 
Conferences  and  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  in  Dallas. 

According  to  Dr.  James  Caraway,  a 
new  printer  is  being  purchased  and  will 
be  used  with  the  IBM  System  23 
computer  in  the  Council  office  to  receive 
the  news  releases  and  other 
communications  from  the  general 
church.  The  Council  office  will  be 
receiving  these  on  both  SOURCE  and 
NEWSNET,  the  National  systems  to 
which  the  Conference  subscribes. 

In  addition,  the  capability  of  sending 
The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  copy  to 
Dallas  via  electronic  mail  is  now  present. 
According  to  the  Reporter  staff,  they  will 
eventually  have  the  equipment  to  enable 
the  Conference  operator  to  feed  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  into  their 
computer  directly. 

Our  Conference  operators  for  the 
Electronic  Mail  will  be  Linda  Heard  and 
Kim  Peretti. 

Methodists  Make  News 

Dr.  Marjorie  Suchocki,  associate 
professor  of  theology  and  director  of  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  program  at 
Pittsburgh  Theological  Seminary,  has 
been  named  dean  of  United  Methodism’s 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  D.C.  She  will  become  the 
first  woman  appointed  academic  dean  in 
a  United  Methodist  seminary. 


Curriculum  Committee  Approves 
Native  American  Video  Tapes 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  An 
Hopi  Indian  proverb  says:  “The  corn  will 
not  grow  unless  we  start  with  a  good 
mind.” 

Taking  a  cue  from  this  saying,  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  has 
produced  a  half-hour  videotape,  “The 
Good  Mind,”  which  explores  common 
elements  within  Native  American 
religions  and  modern-day  Christianity. 
The  program  is  one  of  several  resources 
prepared  to  support  a  churchwide 
emphasis  on  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church. 

Some  of.  the  symbols  described  in  the 
film  which  have  their  counterparts  in 
Christian  life  and  worship  include  the 
circle,  drum,  dance,  pipe,  water,  food, 
fire  and  air. 

Before  the  film  was  produced, 
research  teams  visited  with  Native 


Americans  in  four  states.  Meetings  with 
various  leaders  representing  some  20 
tribes  resulted  in  the  theme  and  the 
content.  Scenic  shots  of  Native  American 
communities  were  done  in  South  Dakota, 
New  York,  Oklahoma,  and  North 
Carolina. 

“The  Good  Mind”  is  an  approved  study 
unit  for  United  Methodists  by  the 
curriculum  resources  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  videotape  can  be 
used  by  other  Christian  church  groups 
and  by  all  ages. 

The  tape  will  be  used  as  study  material 
by  Native  American  local  churches  and 
by  other  churches  of  the  denomination.  It 
is  available  for  $30.00  and  includes  a 
study  guide.  Order  can  be  sent  to 
Cokesbury,  Room  248,  201  Eighth  Avenue 
South,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202. 


Church  Music  Workshop 
Set  for  Baton  Rouge 


On  Saturday,  September  17,  the 
combined  music  ministries  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge  will  sponsor  a  Conference- 
wide  music  workshop.  The  workshop  will 
be  for  both  choir  directors  and  mem¬ 
bers,  and  will  focus  on  service  music  for 
the  mature  choir. 

Leading  the  event  will  be  Dr.  Lloyd 
Pfautsch,  one  of  the  better  known  choral 
directors  in  the  United  States  today.  He 
is  presently  serving  as  Professor  of 
Sacred  Music  and  Director  of  Choral 
Activities  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas,  Texas;  and  is  also 
conductor  of  the  Dallas  Civic  Chorus, 
which  he  organized  in  1960.  Lloyd 
Pfautsch  is  known  nationally  as  a  choir 
director,  clinician  and  composer  with 
over  200  musical  compositions  and 
arrangements  in  print. 

The  workshop  will  include  reading 
sessions  of  new  anthems  and  a 
demonstration  of  choral  and  directing 
techniques  by  Dr.  Pfautsch.  Also  on  the 


agenda  will  be  sessions  for  the  choir 
member  in  voice  and  basic  choral 
conducting.  These  sessions  will  be  led  by 
Victor  Klimash,  Director  of  Choral 
Activities  at  Louisiana  State  University, 
and  Director  of  Music  at  University 
UMC,  and  Wayne  Millet,  Director  of 
Music  at  Broadmoor  UMC. 

The  Workshop  will  be  held  at 
University  UMC  from  9:00  a.m.  until  4:30 
p.m.  The  church  is  located  on  Dalrymple 
Drive,  adjacent  to  the  LSU  campus.  The 
registration  fee  for  the  workshop  will  be 
$10.00  per  participant  (this  will  include 
the  noon  meal  which  will  be  served  at  the 
church).  Sight  reading  packets  will  be 
available  for  an  additional  fee. 
Registration  fees  and  the  completed 
registration  form  below  may  be  mailed 
to:  CHURCH  MUSIC  WORKSHOP,  c/o 
University  United  Methodist  Church, 
3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  70802.  For  further  information, 
contact  Wayne  Millet  at  (area  code  504) 
924-6269.  Checks  should  be  made  to 
University  UMC. 
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Celebration  of  Founders’  Day 
Held  at  Camphor  Memorial 


Founders’  Day  was  held  at  Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  on  Sunday,  June  12.  The  deceased  founders  were  honored:  charter  members 
were  given  special  recognition;  and  persons  who  have  been  members  for  twenty-five 
years  or  more  were  acknowledged. 

The  deceased  founders  were  Rev.  A.  Taylor;  Mesdames  Mary  D.  Haynes,  Emma 
Haynes,  Mary  Haynes,  Teatsy  Kelly,  Mary  Bradford,  Ada  Hansberry;  Messrs.  W.  D. 
Haynes,  J.  H.  Haynes,  W.  S.  Haynes,  B.  L.  Cook.  Ernest  Kelly  and  James  Bradord. 

Memorabilia  and  archival  materials  that  represent  the  heritage  of  the  church  were 
displayed. 

In  the  above  photo  Charter  members,  50-year  members,  the  pastor  and  guest 
minister  and  his  family  are  shown.  Left  to  right,  they  are:  Mr.  Robert  Dillworth; 
Mesdames  Naomi  Boudreaux,  Elnora  Evans,  Isabel  Harris.  Pearl  Morton,  Ruth 
Crawford;  Messrs.  Hartzell  Braford,  Sherman  Flanders;  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 
Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris  and  family. 


New  Approach  To 
Bible  Study  Released 


For  anyone  interested  in  a  new 
approach  to  Bible  study,  Abingdon  Press 
has  recently  released  the  “Church  Bible 
Study  Handbook.” 

In  her  new  book,  author  Robin  Maas 
has  developed  a  totally  different  type  of 
Bible  study  experience  —  a  course  that 
teaches  whatever  skills  are  necessary  or 
needed  for  fruitful  Bible  study. 

Maas  says  she  believes  in  the  dialogue 
model  and  explains,  "The  Bible  has  the 
first  word,  the  entire  faith  community 
listens,  the  community  responds,  and  the 
Spirit  has  the  last  word.  ’  ’ 

Her  study  is  basically  book-by-book 
and  topical.  She  utilizes  the  wide  range  of 
resources  available  for  study  today  and 
recommends  following  the  lectionary 
both  for  preaching  and  for  clergy-lay 
study. 


An  exegetical  study  process  is  also 
provided-  in  the  “Church  Bible  Study 
Handbook"  and  is  illustrated  with 
examples  from  specific  texts.  Maas 
suggests  techniques  for  conducting 
disciplined  discussion  along  with  ground 
rules  for  participants. 

Robin  Maas  has  had  much  experience 
conducting  classes  and  workshops  on  the 
subject  of  her  book.  She  is  a  teacher, 
consultant  and  co-founder  of  the  Lay 
Resource  Center  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  is 
working  on  her  doctoral  degree  in 
religious  education  at  Catholic 
University  of  America. 

The  "Church  Bible  Study  Handbook”  is 
available  in  paperback  through 
Cokesbury,  for  $9.95. 


Clinical  Pastoral  Training 
Course  Offered 


An  advanced  course  in  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  entitled,  "Mental 
Disorders  and  Treatment”  will  be 
offered  for  clergy  persons  at  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital  beginning 
Monday,  August  22,  1983,  according  to 
Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Director 
of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training 
program.  Students  can  earn  two  hours  of 
Seminary  credit  with  the  completion  of 
this  course  as  well  as  two  units  of 
continuing  education  credit. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  Emphasis  will  be  given  to 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  more 
commonly  occurring  mental  disorders. 
Special  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
contribution  of  pastoral  assessment  and 
pastoral  care  to  persons  experiencing 
mental  disorder.  Participant*  will  have 
the  opportunity  not  only  to  attend 
interdisciplinary  staff  conferences  but 
also  to  accompany  treatment  teams  on 
ward  rounds  and  patient  interviews. 

The  primary  objectives  of  the  course 
will  be  ( 1 )  to  enable  the  student  to  gain  a 
deeper  insight  into  mental  disorder 
through  professional  knowledge  in  an 


interdisciplinary  setting;  (2)  to  help  the 
student  develop  a  broader  perspective  of 
the  contribution  religious  faith  makes  in 
the  healing  process,  and  (3)  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  the  student  to  apply 
pastoral  skills  in  counseling  persons  with 
mental  disorders  under  the  supervision 
of  a  clinical  chaplain. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (318  )  484- 
6362  or  write  Chaplain  Friedrich  at 
Central  Hospital,  P.O.  Box  31,  Pineville, 
Louisiana  71360. 


Changes  in  Conference 
Appointments 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has 
announced  the  following  changes  in 
appointments  effective  July  15, 1983: 

Palestine-Pleasant  Grove  — 
James  W.  Jones 
Maplewood  —  Richard  Poss 
Crew  Lake-Reveille  —  S.  W.  Seals 
Matthews-Bayou  Blue  —  James  R. 
Woodward 

Aurora  Associate  —  Douglas 
deGraffenreid 
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WV.V.V.V  Editorial 


Have  we  forgotten  God? 


In  London  recently  to  receive  the 
Templeton  Prize  for  Progress  in 
Religion,  exiled  Soviet  dissident 
Alexander  Solzhenitzyn  identified  what 
he  called  the  “underlying  moral  illness” 
of  Western  society. 

“We  hear  a  constant  clamor  for  rights, 
rights,  always  rights,”  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn 
said,  “but  so  very  little  about  responsi¬ 
bility.”  And,  he  added,  “we  have 
forgotten  God.” 

Mr.  Solzhenitsyn’s  comments  echo 
those  he  had  made  on  other  occasions 
regarding  our  present  moral  and 
religious  climate.  Five  years  ago  at 
Harvard  University  for  example,  he 
issued  a  scathing  indictment  of 
America’s  “spiritual  exhaustion,”  and 
caused  some  critics  to  accuse  the 
Russian  author  of  not  understanding 
American  society  and  its  institutions. 
Since  his  “message”  has  remained 
basically  the  same  over  the  years,  Mr. 
Solzhenitsyn’s  observations  often  are 
ignored  in  this  country,  or  are  dismissed 
as  predictable  rantings  of  a  brilliant  but 
bitter  and  ungrateful  immigrant. 

We  believe  it  would  be  tragic  if  the 
truth  of  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn’s  analysis  of 
our  society’s  moral  climate  should  be 
disregarded  because  it  is  disturbing  or 
alien  to  our  usual  way  of  thinking. 

An  emphasis  on  "individual  rights”  is 
fundamental  to  our  nation’s  Constitution 
and  way  of  life.  Anyone  who  would  seem 
to  minimize  those  rights  could  expect  to 
be  ignored  or  rejected.  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn, 
rather  than  dismissing  the  importance  of 
human  "rights,”  has  pointed  to  some¬ 
thing  equally  necessary  in  a  democratic 
society :  a  corresponding  sense  of 
responsibility  to  society  and  the  whole 
human  family. 

Without  such  an  understanding, 
“looking  out  for  Number  One”  becomes 


our  dominant  value,  and  results  in  a  life¬ 
style  based  chiefly  on  self-centeredness 
and  greed.  This  in  turn  undermines  any 
sense  that  we  are  our  sister’s  or  brother’s 
keeper,  and  blinds  us  to  the  reality  that 
all  lives  on  planet  Earth  —  including  our 
own  —  are  increasingly  interdependent. 

To  the  extent  that  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn’s 
analysis  is  correct  —  and  we  believe  it  is 
considerably  so  —  Christians  should  be 
especially  stung  by  his  explanation  of  its 
underlying  cause:  “We  have  forgotten 
God."  If  followers  of  Christ  become  so 
preoccupied  with  worldly  pressures  and 
values  that  we  ignore  God’s  will  and  way 
for  human  life,  who  can  be  expected  to 
keep  the  torch  of  faith  lit? 

It  is  our  task  as  Christians  both  to 
proclaim  the  Christian  message  to 
others,  and  to  model  it  in  lives  of 
compassion  and  selfless  service.  We 
should  accept  the  burden  of  this  task 
gratefully  —  not  just  because  we  agreed 
to  do  so  when  we  joined  the  church,  but 
because  that  is  the  way  God  intends  for 
human  life  to  be  lived.  Ultimately,  the 
self-giving  person  is  happier  than  the 
self-centered  one.  As  Christians,  we  are 
obligated  to  continue  proclaiming  this 
understanding  no  matter  how  driven  by 
self-centeredness  and  greed  the  world 
around  us  becomes. 

Rather  than  ignoring  or  responding 
defensively  to  Mr.  Solzhenitsyn’s  diag¬ 
nosis  of  our  “moral  illness,”  we  be¬ 
lieve  Christians  should  recognize  that 
it  is  at  least  partially  on  target.  It  should 
remind  us  that  there  is  a  cause-and- 
effect  relationship  between  our  call  to  be 
the  church  and  the  total  well-being  of  our 
society.  To  the  extent  that  we  are  faithful 
as  the  church,  we  will  emphasize  both 
human  “rights”  and  “responsibilities” 
as  the  ingredients  of  a  morally  healthy 
society. 


My  Witness 


‘The  day  I  prayed  like 
I  never  prayed  before’ 


By  IRVIN  DECKER 

The  day  was  October  9,  1973.  I  know. 
It’s  typed  inside  my  prescription  bottle. 
That’s  the  day  I  prayed  like  I’d  never 
prayed  before. 

Did  you  ever  know  one  of  those  people 
who  seemingly  couldn’t  get  sick?  That 
was  me.  But  one  day  something 
happened.  I  blacked  out.  Nothing  to 
worry  about. 

“Okay,  I’ll  see  the  doctor,”  I  promised 
my  family. 

A  lot  of  good  that  did.  He  couldn’t  find 
anything,  just  a  slightly  elevated  white 
blood  count.  What’s  that?  Usually 
appendicitis.  Not  this  time.  I  thought  it 
was  dumb  to  come  back  the  next  week. 
But,  he  was  the  doctor. 

The  count  was  up.  Not  much.  But  up. 
Then  it  became  a  weekly  affair.  15,000. 
19,500.  24,000.  Now  it  wasn’t  funny.  If  the 
prognosis  was  correct,  there  would  be  no 
cure,  only  medication  and  a  suppression 
of  symptoms.  For  how  long?  The  doctor 
was  short  on  promises. 

October  9.  30,000.  We’d  reached  the 
magic  number.  A  bone  marrow  tap  was 
imperative.  Did  I  have  leukemia,  or 
didn’t  I? 

Blood  was  extracted 

I  stretched  out  on  the  examination 
table.  My  shirt  was  pulled  open.  With 
little  pin  pricks  the  lab  technician 
anesthetized  a  spot  on  my  chest.  I  held 
my  breath  and  barely  felt  the  drill  boring 
into  my  breastbone.  A  drop  of  blood  was 
extracted.  It  was  that  simple. 

Off  to  the  lab  hustled  the  specimen. 
Likewise,  the  technician.  The  doctor 
stuck  a  patch  bandaid  over  the  hole,  and 
he  was  gone,  too.  I  waited  alone. 

The  examination  room  was  the  usual 
two  by  four  affair.  Stark  white.  Lonely 
white.  Just  sitting  there  was  like  putting 


bare  feet  on  a  cold  bathroom  floor.  A  few 
bucks  stolen  from  the  plush  reception 
room  decor  would  have  done  wonders  for 
these  tiny  cubicles. 

Not  all  of  the  rooms  had  windows, 
either.  Mine  did.  I  looked  out. 

If  you’ve  never  seen  Kentucky  in 
October,  you  haven't  seen  God’s  world  at 
its  very  best.  The  leaves  have  turned, 
still  clinging  to  the  branches.  Yellow 
maples.  Red  oaks.  Brilliant  scarlet  on 
the  lowly  poison  ivy  vines.  The  Bluegrass 
hasn’t  gone  off  its  green  yet.  The 
pollution  index  is  low,  the  sky  its  deepest 
blue  of  the  year.  Days  are  warm,  seldom 
hot.  And  it  hardly  ever  rains.  The  year  in 
transit.  Life  in  transit. 

There  was  life  in  transit  on  the 
freeway,  too.  Fast,  scurrying  life.  Noisy 
trucks.  Deep,  throbbing  diesel  exhausts. 
Tires  singing  on  the  concrete. 

That  was  out  there.  In  here,  where  I 
was,  was  lonely  reflection.  Was  this  to  be 
my  last  autumn? 

I  was  51  years  old  then,  and  no  johnny  - 
come-lately  to  the  Christian  idea.  I  had 
been  in  church  since  nursery  days.  As 
early  as  13  I  was  teaching  Sunday  School. 
Pray?  I’d  been  in  prayer  circles,  prayer 
meetings,  prayer  chains.  Even  Prayer- 
athons.  I  had  prayed  for  the  ill,  the 
tormented,  the  depressed,  the  lost. 

Now  it  was  time  to  pray  for  me. 

I  looked  for  a  Bible.  On  the  table  in  the 
corner  was  an  Esquire  Magazine.  Who 
really  needs  the  printed  Word,  when  the 
Word  is  in  my  heart?  “Our  Father  who 
art  in  heaven  .  .  .”  I  saw  a  mountain  cast 
into  the  sea.  Jairus’  daughter  arose. 
Remember  Gethsemane? 

And  I  had  faith.  Maybe  it  couldn’t 
move  a  mountain.  Whose  faith  can? 
Surely  it  could  influence  a  simple 
medical  report. 
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‘Now  I  prayed’ 

Now  I  prayed,  prayed  like  I’d  never 
prayed  before.  It  wasn’t  the  intensity 
that  was  new ;  it  was  the  mode. 

I  didn’t  get  on  my  knees.  I  stood  and 
looked  out  of  the  window.  I  didn't  sweat 
drops  of  blood.  I  was  calm.  I  didn't  start 
by  praising  God.  God  knew  how  I  felt 
about  Him.  I  didn’t  even  tell  God  what 
was  wrong.  He  knew.  I  made  no  petition, 
no  promise  to  live  a  more  exemplary  life. 

It  wasn’t  verbalized.  Words  would 
have  spoiled  the  moment.  For  more  than 
an  hour  it  lasted.  Just  God  and  Irvin 
Decker,  standing  there  together.  Both  of 
us  looking  out  of  the  window,  enthralled 
by  the  beautiful  day,  listening  to  the 
sounds  of  the  living  highway. 

For  the  first  time,  I  think,  we  really 
understood  each  other. 

The  hour  was  passing  quickly.  At  the 
end  the  leukemia  test  would  still  be 
there.  So  would  God.  One  thing  would  be 
missing,  though.  The  dread.  It  was 
already  gone. 

Eventually  the  doctor  returned.  The 
next  day  medication  began.  So  far  the 
doctor’s  prescription  has  worked.  Should 
the  day  ever  come  when  the  medicine 
fails.  I’ll  look  at  the  date  on  the  bottle, 
October  9. 1973,  and  remember  the  day  I 
prayed  like  I’d  never  prayed  before. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Irvin 
Decker,  was  a  member  of  Middletown 
UMC.  Middletown,  Kentucky  (Louisville 
Conference ).  Mr.  Decker  died  soon  after 
writing  this  article,  which  is  published 
with  the  permission  of  his  wife 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  221076.  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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By  BEVERLY  ROBERSON  JACKSON 

I  recently  heard  a  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
Yvonne  Delk,  an  executive  in  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  about  a  song  on  one  of 
Ray  Charles’  new  albums.  It  was  called 
“Ma,  What  Have  They  Done  to  My 
Song.”  Its  writer  is  concerned  that  the 
beliefs  he  has  held,  and  what  he  has  been 
writing  about,  have  been  twisted  and 
tangled  so  much  by  others  as  to  be  almost 
unrecognizable. 

That  is  the  way  I  and  some  other 
Christians  I  know  are  beginning  to  feel. 
What  we  had  always  thought  of  as 
Christian  concern  —  the  living  out  of 
“love  thy  neighbor”  —  has  been  trans¬ 
lated  by  some  as  a  type  of  “godless 
humanism.”  I  recently  read  in  this  space 
ond  writer’s  belief  that  we  should  not  be 
concerned  about  the  affairs  and  needs  of 
human  beings  because  of  their  sinful 
nature.  I  have  to  disagree. 

The  God  I  serve  loves  the  world.  I  have 
always  translated  the  term  “world”  as 
meaning  the  people  in  the  world.  We 
often  read  about  that  awesome  sacrifice 
that  God  made  in  John  3:16,  “For  God  so 
loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
Son ...”  In  John  3: 17  we  read  further  that 
God  sent  his  Son  not  to  condemn  the  world, 
but  that  it  might  be  saved  through  Him. 


I  could  deal  with  the  twisting  of  my 
“song"  in  a  variety  of  ways.  I  could  sit 
back  until  it  blows  over,  I  could  run 
crying  to  my  mother  or  some  other 
authority  figure  or  I  could  challenge 
those  who  would  say  that  God  is  not  at 
work  in  the  world  today  and  concerned 
about  the  lives  of  people. 

Some  Christians  are  speaking  out 
against  injustice  in  this  country  in  cases 
such  as:  the  older  Americans  who  worked 
for  low  wages  and  paid  small  amounts 
into  social  security  and  found  out  that  as 
of  January  1982  they  would  not  be  eligible 
to  receive  social  security;  they  might 
have  to  work  until  thev  die  or  become  too 
ill  to  work,  or  else  go  on  welfare. 

—  the  older  Americans  shocked  to  find 
out  that  the  social  security  burial 
benefits  have  been  discounted;  they 
could  not  afford  to  bury  their  loved  ones 
and  would  have  to  donate  bodies  to 
research  or  have  them  cremated. 

—  the  100,000  poor  women  and  children 
removed  from  the  feeding  program  for 
women,  infants  and  children,  and  the 
300,000  who  will  be  dropped  by  1985. 

—  the  200,000  people  who  lost  access  to 
medical  care  because  of  the  closing  of 
health  centers  and  the  present  fight  to 
discontinue  the  Hill-Burton  Act  that 


B.  R.  Jackson 
requires  hospitals  to  care  for  a  certain 
number  of  charity  cases  each  year. 

—  the  budgetary  and  regulatory 
cutback  in  AFDC  (Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children),  a  program  that 
affects  one  out  of  every  four  children  in 
this  country  at  some  time  in  their  lives. 

—  money  for  weapons  systems 
increase  by  74%  in  four  years. 

Those  same  Christians  whose  “song” 
becomes  distorted  by  others  are  often 
branded  as  “godless  humanists.”  There 
are  Christians  who  speak  out  against 
injustice  throughout  the  world  and 
regardless  of  their  economic  beliefs  they 
are  called  communists.  But  I  believe  that 
God  may  be  working  through  them  in  no 
less  a  fashion  than  when  Isaiah  (10:1-4) 
challenged  the  legislators.  Throughout 
biblical  history  we  are  taught  to  be  active 
in  our  faith,  to  take  stands  behind  the 
Gospel  message.  I  personally  cannot  sit 
idly  by  and  watch. 

It  is  within  reason  to  believe  that  even 
now,  Jesus  after  making  the  supreme 
sacrifice  of  his  life  for  justice  for  human¬ 
kind,  might  wonder  and  raise  the  question: 
“What  Have  They  Done  to  My  Song?”. 

This  week's  contributor,  Beverly  Rob¬ 
erson  Jackson,  is  a  member  of  Randall 
Memorial  UMC  in  Washington.  D.C. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Peace  ‘blockaders’  give  Christian  witness 


To  the  Editor  : 

This  is  in  response  to  Christine  Clark’s 
“Letter  to  the  Editor.”  In  your  issue  of 
July  15  she  wrote  in  appreciation  of 
Caroline  Scarr’s  “My  Witness”  column 
of  June  10.  Ms.  Clark  said  that  on  June  20 
she  was  praying  for  Carolyn  Scarr  who 
was  perhaps  being  arrested  for  civil 
disobedience  at  the  Lawrence  Livermore 
Laboratory  in  California.  I  want  her  to 
know  that  I  did  watch  Carolyn  being 
arrested  along  with  two  United  Method¬ 
ist  and  several  other  ministers  and 
priests.  Dozens  of  others  were  arrested 
at  that  spot  and  hundreds  of  others 
nearby.  Her  United  Methodist  District 
Superintendent,  Arturo  Fernandez,  was 
there  praying  and  taking  photographic 
slides  of  the  witnessing  of  these 
“blockaders.” 

The  Christians  there  were  able  to 
witness  to  their  Lord  by  their  actions, 
and  the  ministers  were  able  to  witness  to 
the  court  reporters  and  to  the  press  as 
they  had  to  their  congregations.  Daniel 
Elsburg,  who  was  arrested  with 
Carolyn,  was  able  to  witness  to  the  TV 
news.  Her  affinity  group  of  arrestees 
called  itself  “Mustard  Seed”  because 
their  Lord  said  that  the  Kingdom  of  God 
was  like  a  mustard  seed,  which  was  very 
small,  but  could  grow  into  a  big  tree  with 
birds  nesting  in  it. 

George  Eldredge 

El  Cerrito,  California 

Only  strength 
can  secure  peace 
To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  add  more  food  for 
thought  to  the  “Letter  to  the  Editor” 
from  Roberta  Foote  which  appeared  in 
the  July  8  issue  of  the  Reporter.  To  quote 
her  last  paragraph,  “I’m  on  the  side  of 
those  who  think  a  nuclear  war  or  any  war 
is  a  very  great  crime.  ” 

As  a  veteran  of  World  War  I,  I  agree 
100  percent  and  more.  But  what  is  hard  to 
understand  is  that  so  many  people  refuse 
to  regard  the  consequences  of  another 
war.  Why  are  so  many  people  naive 
enough  to  persist  in  thinking  that,  should 
the  communists  win,  there  would  be 
freedom  in  the  world. 

Thank  God  that  our  government  is 
sensitive  to  the  fact  that  communism, 
regardless  of  treaties,  is  building  an 
arms  arsenal  with  one  objective  —  world 
domination.  And  only  strength  alone  can 
be  the  deciding  factor  in  keeping  them 
from  destroying  forever  all  nations  who 
pray  for  peace  and  freedom.  Should  they 
win,  our  churches  and  synagogues  in  a 
short  time  would  be  just  a  memory,  and 
anyone  who  would  dare  to  protest  would 
become  another  victim,  if  not  to  death, 
then  to  banishment  from  family  and 
friends  to  labor  wherever  it  may  suit  the 
conquerors. 

Our  leaders  have  for  decades  held  out  a 
hand  for  peaceful  diplomacy  and  a 
repugnance  for  war,  only  to  be  met  with 
obstacles  inconsistent  with  the  desire  for 
peace,  and  an  arms  buildup  regardless  of 
treaties.  Communist  money  is  finding  its 
way  and  influence  in  several  areas  of  our 
society. 

The  only  hope  for  America  and  a 
peaceful  world  is  STRENGTH.  Let  us  not 
decry  the  knowledge  of  our  leaders,  both 
military  and  elective,  who  know  where 
the  answer  is. 

James  M.  Stevenson, 

Boynton  Beach,  Florida 

Feminine  image 
of  God  not  new 

To  the  Editor : 

It  may  come  as  a  surprise  to  many 
Christians  that  inclusive  language  is  not 
a  new  phenomenon  within  the  Christian 
tradition.  The  use  of  feminine  metaphors 
in  relation  to  God  was  once  a  more 
common  practice  than  we  realize  — 
being  used  by  both  the  “Fathers”  and 
“Mothers”  of  the  church  as  well  as  in 
their  daily  prayers. 

“John  Chrysostom  speaks  of  God  as 
being:  Father,  Brother,  Spouse, 
Dwelling,  Food,  Friend,  Head,  Sister, 
Mother.”  Anselm  of  Canterbury  speaks 
of  God  as  bringing  forth  souls  into  life  as 
does  a  mother  bring  forth  children  in 


birth.  Marguirite  d’Oingt,  a  13th  century 
prioress,  uses  the  same  metaphor.  St. 
Bernard’s  sermons  speak  of  the  soul  of 
man  as  being  feminine  (Jung  would 
agree) .  And  then  there  is  the  story  in  the 
Bible  of  Christ  standing  above  Jerusalem 
and  saying  that  He  would  have  liked  to 
take  it  under  His  wing  as  a  mother  hen 
does  her  children. 

The  use  of  feminine  naming  and 
metaphor  in  relation  to  God  is  something 
we  once  had  but  have  lost.  We  are  now  in 
the  process  of  trying  to  regain  it.  With 
the  coming  of  the  Reformation,  the 
veneration  of  Mary  was  dropped  by  the 
Protestant  churches.  Along  with  the 
dropping  of  Mary,  the  feminine  aspect  of 
God  was  also  dropped. 

The  Reformation  was  the  place  where 
the  exclusive  use  of  male  imagery  for 
God  took  precedence.  We  have  become 
heirs  to  this  way  of  thinking.  I  feel  that 
this  has  left  us  in  an  unbalanced  state. 
The  thing  that  the  church  needs  most  in 
the  years  to  come  is  the  regaining  of  this 
feminine  aspect  of  God. 

Anyone  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  use  of  feminine  metaphor  in 
relation  to  God  might  read  the  paper 
“Christ  My  Mother”:  Feminine  Naming 
and  Metaphor  in  Medieval  Spirituality  by 
Eleanor  McLaughlin  in  the  Nashotah 
Review,  Fall  1975,  Volume  15  #3, 
Nashotah  House,  Nashotah,  Wisconsin 
53058.  This  is  an  Episcopal  publication 
and  would  probably  be  available  through 
the  National  Theological  Library.  Ask 
your  minister  for  the  address. 

Donna  C.  Veeder 

Van  Harnesville,  New  York 

We  need  to  help 

the  ‘hidden  hungry’ 

To  the  Editor : 

In  our  nation,  in  our  very  community, 
there  is  an  element  of  society  that  is 
quietly  starving.  Perhaps  not  starving  to 
death,  but  nonetheless  starving!  They 
are  our  hidden  hungry:  People  who  have 
always  stood  on  their  own  feet,  who  have 
never  asked  for  anything  of  life,  but  a 
simple  honest  way  of  living,  doing  their 
jobs,  and  standing  upright  in  their  own 
eyes.  These  people  will  not  ask  for  help. 
They  will  not  be  degraded  by  the  welfare 
society.  They  have  their  dignity  and 
that’s  about  all  they  have. 

In  the  welfare  office,  no  matter  how 
understanding  and  sympathetic  the 
assigned  social  worker  is,  they  cannot  rid 
themselves  of  the  stiff  upper  lip,  the 
ramrod  backbone  their  mothers  and 
fathers  developed  in  them!  Only  if  they 
have  loved  ones  who  would  suffer  if  they 
didn’t  resort  to  welfare,  will  someone 
with  this  type  of  background  walk  into  an 
office  and  say,  “I  need  help!” 

The  people  I  am  concerned  about  are 
alone,  single,  and  elderly.  Have  you  seen 
the  tiny  lady  at  the  checkout  stand,  with 
the  cheapest  weiners  and  crackers,  and 
the  expensive  dog  food?  Have  you 
thought,  "Well,  she  feeds  her  dogs  better 
than  she  feeds  herself"?  Not  true!  If  you 
had  followed  the  little  old  lady  home  you 
would  find  she  doesn’t  have  a  dog!  The 
dog  food  is  for  her  own  table! 

Yes,  there  are  food  pantries.  But  they 
are  not  reaching  these  people.  That  is 
why  I  call  them  the  hidden  hungry.  “Let 
them  starve,”  you  say?  No  way!  No  one 
in  the  United  States  of  America  should 
starve  for  any  reason  today ! 

Reach  out  and  touch  someone?  Reach 
out  and  feed  someone!  If  you  know  of,  or 
suspect  someone  of  going  hungry,  DO  IT! 
Mignon  J.  Perry 
Clearlake  Highlands,  California 

Christians  should 

think  more  logically 

To  the  Editor: 

Christians  should  be  more  careful  than 
other  people  to  think  logically  and 
lovingly  about  what  other  persons  say  or 
write.  Yet  Leslie  E.  Delahay  wrote  a 
letter  (UMR,  July  1)  without  the  least  bit 
of  logical  connection  with  the  earlier 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Luis  Diaz  De 
Arce  on  Cuban  Methodists. 

Throughout  the  whole  article  Mr.  Diaz 
was  describing  what  the  Christians  of 
Cuba  suffer  in  order  to  keep  the  faith 


while  under  severe  repression.  It 
logically  implies  that  the  government  is 
anti-God.  To  me  it  sounds  just  like  the 
stories  of  the  first  century  Christians 
under  the  heel  of  a  Roman  emperor. 
Thank  God  that  those  early  faithful  few 
kept  the  spirit  and  the  message  of  the 
New  Testament  so  that  we  have  them 
today.  Thank  God  that  the  faithful  few  in 
Cuba  have  the  fortitude  to  celebrate  their 
centennial  anniversary. 

Mr.  Diaz  listed  the  losses  which 
practicing  Christians  and  the  church 
suffer,  “but  it  has  the  fervor  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  faithfulness  to  the  Wesleyan 
tradition,  the  love  of  Christ,  and  the 
heroic  spirit  that  was  always  the 
distinctive  mark  of  the  Cuban  Methodist 
Church.” 

So  who  is  accepting  a  state  of 
“detente”  with  the  “evil  one”?  The 
Cuban  Methodists?  The  Christians  to 
whom  Mr.  Delehay  writes,  “Take  your 
choice”?  To  have  added  the  seventh 
lesson  to  the  epistle  from  the  Cubans 
would  have  destroyed  the  beautiful  story 
of  faith  under  repression.  Save  your 
venom  for  some  place  where  it  is 
appropriate. 

Charles  W.  Try  on 

LaVerne,  California 

Fidelity /celibacy 
editorial  misses  mark 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  headlined  “  ‘Fidelity  in 
marriage,  celibacy  in  singleness,’  a 
positive  standard"  and  the  General 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry’s  proposal 
misses  the  mark  (see  UMR,  July  1). 

First,  the  “church’s  basic  stance,”  as 
your  editorial  calls  it,  that  appears  in  the 


Social  Principles  statement  and  that 
pronounces  homosexual  acts  as 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teaching” 
has  no  bearing,  except  perhaps 
symbolically.  The  Judicial  Council, 
United  Methodism’s  “supreme  court,” 
has  ruled  that  the  Social  Principles 
statement  is  not  legally  binding.  In 
essence,  it  doesn’t  have  the  authority  to 
prohibit  homosexual  ordination.  If  we,  as 
a  church,  had  a  “basic  stance"  then  new 
legislation  wouldn’t  be  necessary. 

Second,  the  General  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry’s  proposal  leaves 
“marriage”  undefined.  This  could  give 
an  annual  conference  board  of  ordained 
ministry  license  to  interpret  “fidelity  in 
marriage”  to  include  some  type  of  homo¬ 
sexual  “marriage”  ritual.  Such  an  idea 
is  not  without  precedent  in  United 
Methodism.  At  the  request  of  several 
homosexuals  and  lesbians  in  his  congre¬ 
gation,  the  Rev.  Paul  Abels  of 
Washington  Square  UMC  in  New  York, 
himself  an  avowed  homosexual,  has 
performed  “  ‘covenant  services’  .  .  . 
coming  close  to  the  marriage  ceremony 
without  using  the  words.  At  least  one  of 
the  couples  has  also  signed  legal 
documents  to  share  theif  property,” 
according  to  a  1979  report  in  the  New 
York  Times. 

The  Social  Principles  statement  does 
define  “marriage”  as  a  heterosexual 
relationship,  but  without  the  authority  of 
church  law,  it  couldn’t  be  forced  on  a 
conference  board  of  ordained  ministry. 

“Marriage”  will  have  to  be  defined  for 
the  General  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry’s  proposal  to  effectively  deal 
with  homosexual  behavior. 

GaryS.  Crain 

Lamesa,  Texas 


What  do  church  leaders  think  about  their 
United  Methodist  Reporter  local  church  editions? 

“I  think  that  a  local  edition  is  one  of  the  best  things  that 
can  happen  to  a  church!  Our  giving  has  increased, 
there  is  a  new  interest  in  the  life  of  the  conference,  and 
a  new  awareness  and  concern  about  what  is  happening 
throughout  the  Church.” 

Wayne  E.  Williams.  Pastor 
Willow  Glen  UMC,  San  Jose.  California 

"One  of  the  things  we  value  most  highly  is  the  sense  of 
warmth  and  friendliness  .  .  .  our  newspaper  should 
encourage  that  atmosphere  .  .  .  and  much  like  the 
sharing  of  joys  and  concerns  during  our  worship 
services,  our  paper  will  be  a  continual  reminder  that 
we  are  all  members  of  a  family  of  faith .  .  .” 

Anders  Lunt,  Pastor 
Glen  Mar  UMC.  Ellicott  City.  Maryland 

“.  .  .  it  is  like  a  visit  into  every  home  of  the 
congregation  each  week  .  .  .  contains  the  conference 
and  national  church  news,  which  is  one  of  the  extras 
you  appreciate  that  regular  church  newsletters  cannot 
produce  .  .  .  we  consider  the  Reporter  a  valuable  and 
necessary  part  of  our  church  program  ...  it  more  than 
justifies  the  little  that  it  costs  ...” 

Byrl  J.  Moreland,  Pastor 
Aurora  UMC,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

“Each  week  you  will  have  in  your  hands  the  most  up- 
to-date  religious  news  available ...  I  am  excited  about 
this  new  venture  ...  that  we  may  continue  our  ministry 
as  more  intelligently  informed  members  of  Christ’s 
people  at  First,  Mesquite.” 

John  Taylor,  Pastor 
First  UMC,  Mesquite,  Texas 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter’s  format  — 

•  always  gives  your  church’s  news  top  priority  —  on  page  one. 

•  provides  your  membership  with  a  professionally  composed  and  printed 
publication  in  the  newspaper  style  your  members  are  accustomed  to 
everyday. 

•  enables  your  church  staff  to  save  time  and  concentrate  on  the  paper’s 
content,  with  composition,  printing,  addressing,  mailing  and  delivery 
problems  handled  by  the  Reporter’s  staff. 

•  provides  as  much  space  as  is  needed  —  regularly  or  only  in  time  of 
special  need. 

•  allows  flexibility  and  you  only  pay  for  the  space  you  use. 

•  helps  the  members  of  your  church  to  be  informed  about  significant 
religious  news  and  issues  each  week  in  recognition  that  informed 
Christians  are  generally  more  committed  Christians. 

•  encourages  individuality  —  you  are  not  cast  in  a  mold . 

•  frequently  saves  you  money  when  compared  to  present  publication. 

For  additional  information,  including  an  estimate  of  costs,  write  to  William  C. 
Strickland,  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222.  (214) 
630-6495. 
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WCC  shows  growing  unity  on  Communion 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  fourth 
consecutive  week  of  coverage  for 
Reporter  readers  about  the  Sixth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Vancouver  July  24-Aug.  10. 

BY  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  In  a  service 
led  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
here  July  31,  some  3,500  worshippers 
experienced  what  it  might  look  like  for 
Christians  to  have  a  service  where  all 
could  receive  Communion  together. 

But  it  hasn’t  happened  yet.  “We 
agree  on  the  meal  but  we  disagree  on 
which  waiter  can  serve  it,’’  said  the 
Rev.  William  Lazareth  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Faith  and  Order 
Commission. 

“We  agree  on  what  is  celebrated  in 
communion;  what  we  disagree  on  is 
who  can  celebrate  it.”  He  was  referring 
to  the  fact  that  the  Vatican  regards 
Protestant  ordination  as  “illicit”  and 
the  Orthodox  say  all  non-Orthodox 
orders,  including  those  of  Rome,  have 
“invalidity.” 

This  point  of  contention  did  not  keep 
the  worshippers  from  appreciating  a 
service  that  potentially  “could  be  used 
by  any  local  church  in  Christendom.” 

The  service  is  based  on  a  unique 
document  —  “Baptism,  Eucharist,  and 
Ministry”  —  which  “summarizes  in  50 
pages  some  50  years  of  theological  work 
on  three  subjects  that  traditionally 
have  divided  Christians,”  Dr.  Lazareth 
told  the  Reporter.  Dr.  Lazareth  is  a 
theologian  from  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America. 

“The  actual  production  was  15  years 
in  the  making,”  said  Dr.  John 
Deschner,  a  United  Methodist 
theologian  who  is  the  vice-moderator  of 
the  Faith  and  Order  Commission.  He 
said  he  expects  the  document  to  ‘enrich” 
United  Methodist  understanding  of 
baptism  and  Communion  and  to  “chal¬ 
lenge”  our  concept  of  ministry,  es¬ 
pecially  of  the  episcopacy. 

Official  response  expected 

The  document,  first  approved  by  120 
“ambassadors”  or  official 
representatives  from  the  Protestant, 
Anglican,  Orthodox  and  Roman 
Catholic  traditions  at  Lima,  Peru  in 
1982,  was  sent  immediately  from  that 
meeting  to  the  churches  for  an  “official 
response.” 

Dr.  Deschner  said  there  is  no  official 
definition  of  what  constitutes  an 
“official  response”  from  a  church,  but 
it  doesn’t  mean  voting  the  50-page 
document  up  or  down.  “We  are  asking 
the  churches  to  look  at  themselves  in 
terms  of  thq  document.  It’s  a  plumb- 
line  against  which  any  church  could 
check  its  theology.” 

He  said  that,  so  far,  nine  printings 
have  been  made  and  that  numerous 
translations  into  other  languages  seem 
to  indicate  a  “response”  is  in  the 
making.  Churches  have  until  1985  to  tell 
the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  what 
they  think  of  it. 

The  variety  of  participating  churches 
represented  in  the  communion  service 


here  illustrates  the  breadth  of 
agreement  reached:  Roman  Catholics, 
Southern  Baptists,  Pentecostalists, 
Adventists  and  the  Salvation  Army. 

One  reason  representation  is  so  wide 
is  that  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
was  a  parent  movement  of  the  WCC  and 
appears  to  be  regarded  as  a  “true 
council”  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

WCC  delegates  to  the  Sixth  Assembly 
here  will  not  be  asked  to  take  any  action 
on  the  theological  statement,  but  it  is 
being  discussed,  mostly  positively. 

“This  is  a  well-balanced  meal,  the  120 
theologians  at  Lima  said,  but  it  will  not 
be  substantial  enough  for  every 
tradition,”  Dr.  Lazareth  speculated. 

What  the  theologians  brought 
together  is  a  statement  which 
represents  the  early  church  “catholic” 
(universal)  and  the  first  seven  councils 
before  the  church  divided  in  787  A.D. 
“It  is  the  main  trunk  of  the  faith.” 

What  does  a  “theological 
convergence”  on  Communion  sound 
like  in  a  worship  service?  One  place,  as 
heard  here,  was  in  a  prayer  of 
intercession  which  contains  a  key 
statement  on  the  meaning  of  Christ’s 
sacrifice: 

“Behold,  Lord,  this  eucharist,  which 
you  yourself  gave  to  the  Church  and 
graciously  receive  it  as  you  accept  the 
offering  of  your  Son,  whereby  we  are 
reinstated  in  your  Covenant.  As 
we  partake  of  Christ's  body  and  blood, 
fill  us  with  the  Holy  Spirit  that  we  may 
be  one  single  body  and  one  single 
spirit  in  Christ,  a  living  sacrifice  to 
the  praise  of  your  glory.  ” 

Dr.  Lazareth  said  this  represents  a 
“convergence”  of  the  Reformation 
churches  (including  Methodists)  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  church.  “The 
Roman  Catholics  now  acknowledge 
that  the  Reformers  were  correct  in 
insisting  that  the  minister  in 
Communion  does  not  in  any  way 
supplement  or  add  to  the  sacrifice  of 
Christ. 

In  turn,  the  Protestants  have  been 
asked  to  acknowledge  the  Roman 
Catholic  insistence  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
has  a  decisive  role  in  the  consecration 
of  the  elements  which  the  Reformers 
short-changed,  Dr.  Lazareth  said. 

“Christ,  and  Christ  alone,  is  the 
sacrifice,  but  we  can  implore  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  include  us  as  a  ‘living 
sacrifice.’  ” 

“This  is  a  non-compromised,  mutual 
accommodation,”  he  said.  What  was 
often  the  case  was  that  what  groups 
opposed  was  accurate,  but  the  way  they 
formulated  their  opposition  was 
inaccurate.  The  theologians  were  able 
to  uncover  the  way  such  formulations 
“supplemented”  each  other  rather  than 
seeing  them  as  contradictions. 

Another  example  in  the  basic 
document,  Dr.  Deschner  pointed  out,  is 
in  the  area  of  baptism.  “There  was  an 
old,  long-standing  European  prejudice 
against  believer's  baptism  because  of 
the  prejudice  against  Anabaptists.”  A 
special  consultation  was  held  and  a 
“convergence”  reached  which  “does 
justice  to  Baptists,”  he  said.  Baptism  is 
recognized  as  initiation  into  the  family 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  right,  serves  the 
Communion  bread  to  Metropolitan  Paulos  Mar  Gregorios,  of  the 
Orthodox  Syrian  Church  in  India,  during  a  service  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Sixth  Assembly.  The  service  was  based  on  an  historic 


document  which  states  what  Protestants,  Anglicans,  Orthodox  and 
Roman  Catholic  believers  agree  on  regarding  “Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry.” 


of  faith  (infants)  and  as  a  disciplined 
initiation  into  the  church  (adult). 

The  only  section  which  Dr.  Deschner 
expects  will  “challenge”  United 
Methodists  is  the  historic  understand¬ 
ing  of  bishops. 

What  are  bishops 

“Bishops  are  not  seen  as  primarily 
superintendents  in  the  document  but  as 
those  who  have  the  fundamental  task  of 
teaching  the  apostolic  faith;  the  bishop 
represents  the  unity  of  the  church  and 
is  the  guardian  of  tradition,”  he  said. 

The  issue  of  “apostolic  succession” 
was  sensitive,  Dr.  Deschner  noted,  but 
was  resolved  by  the  common 
understanding  that  “apostolic 
succession  does  not  guarantee  apostolic 
truth.”  Therefore,  all  bishops  of  the 
church  who  have  faithfully  represented 
apostolic  truth  stand  in  that  succession. 

Dr.  Deschner  said  he  doesn’t  think 
the  document  will  do  much  to  help 
United  Methodists  —  or  any  other 
church  —  resolve  the  problem  of  the 
diaconal  ministry.  “The  document  is 
not  very  complete  on  the  diaconate; 
nobody  knows  what  it  should  be.” 


‘‘Hit  event 9  is  worship 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

VANCOUVER,  B.D.  —  Not  all  goes 
smoothly  when  you  are  in  charge  of 
planning  and  rehearsing  for  more  than 
50  worship  services  which  over  18  days 
utilize  30  languages  and  some  650 
persons. 

“We  gathered  a  group  of  Korean 
Methodists  to  help  the  assembly  choir 
learn  what  we  believed  to  be  a  Korean 
Christian  hymn,  only  to  be  told  they 
didn’t  know  it  —  that  it  was  a  Korean 
Presbyterian  hymn,”  said  Dr.  Dieter 
Trautwein  of  Frankfurt,  W.  Germany, 
who  led  the  worship  commission. 

But,  more  than  at  any  previous 
assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  worship  has  become  central 
—  a  fact  that  surprised  even  the 
planning  committee  which  worked  two 
years  to  set  it  up. 

“No  assembly  has  had  this  level  of 
participation,”  said  the  Rev.  Wesley 


Ariarajah  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Sri  Lanka. 

Committee  members  said  several 
factors  have  helped  make  worship  the 
“hit  event”  of  the  assembly:  the  tent 
which  stands  here  in  the  midst  of  the 


‘.  .  .  there  is  a  new 
kind  of  worshipping 
going  on  in  the  midst 
of  the  old.’ 


assembly  activity  on  the  University  of 
British  Columbia  campus  means 
worship  has  its  own  place  where 
visitors,  delegates  and  observers  join 
together,  the  order  of  service  is 
traditional  and  everyone  is  included. 

Worship  is  held  in  the  big  white  and 
yellow  tent  three  times  daily,  and  there 


is  a  round-the-clock  prayer  vigil  at  a 
nearby  chapel. 

Dr.  Trautwein  said  “after  a  period  of 
experimental  worship  I  have  found  in 
the  traditional  forms  room  for  the  new, 
so  there  is  a  new  kind  of  worshipping 
going  on  in  the  midst  of  the  old. " 

Previous  assemblies  worshipped  in 
the  plenary  hall  before  business 
sessions,  the  committee  reported.  One 
of  ttye  committee’s  decisions  was  to 
raise  a  tent  so  worship  could  have  its 
rightful  place  in  this  assembly. 

Two  cassettes  of  the  worship 
experience  here  are  going  to  be 
offered:  one  of  the  opening  assembly 
service  and  a  second  of  the  most 
popular  worship  songs.  They  may  be 
ordered  for  $9.95  plus  $2.69  tax  and 
postage  each  from  WCC  Publications, 
150  rue  de  Ferney,  P.O.  Box  66,  1211 
Geneva  20,  Switzerland. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


UN  urged 
to  resolve 


NCC  head:  ‘snarling’ 
at  U.S.  isn’t  witness 


Latin  conflict 

VANCOUVER  (EPS)  -  World  Council 
of  Churches  leaders  have  sent  a  message 
to  United  Nations  Secretary  General 
Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar  urging  him  to 
renew  his  efforts  to  “resolve  peacefully 
the  Central  American  conflict.” 

The  message,  signed  by  Moderator 
Ted  Scott  (primate  of  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada)  and  General 
Secretary  Philip  Potter,  follows : 

“Participants  in  the  Sixth  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  meeting  in 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada,  have  in 
various  ways  expressed  deep  concern 
about  the  recent  escalation  of  threats  to 
use  massive  armed  force  against 
Nicaragua.  As  officers  of  the  WCC  we 
wish  to  acknowledge  your  efforts  to 
resolve  peacefully  the  Central  American 
conflict.  We  urge  you  to  renew  those 
efforts,  using  your  good  offices  to  further 
the  process  of  negotiation,  to  bring  about 
the  withdrawal  of  foreign  military  forces 
from  the  region,  and  to  ensure  the 
sovereignty  of  Nicaragua  and  the 
inviolability  of  its  national  borders.  Be 
assured  of  our  prayers  and  our  readiness 
to  support  your  efforts  in  every  way 
available  to  us.” 

Last  week  more  than  300  delegates  and 
visitors  from  the  U.S.  and  Central 
America  signed  a  “covenant”  to  form  “a 
living  bridge”  between  Christians  of  the 
two  regions. 

The  terms  of  the  covenant  include  a 
i commitment  to  work  in  their  national 
and  local  churches  to  serve  and  nurture 
:the  victims  of  war  and  protect  refugees; 

!  to  help  church  members  better 
!  understand  structures  of  injustice;  to 
!work  to  reverse  U.S.  policy  in  Central 
!  America  based  on  threats  and  the  use  of 
:  armed  force;  to  oppose  military 
!  intervention  “by  all  parties,"  and  to 
:  promote  peaceful  negotiations  with 
:  respect  to  self  determination  of  peoples. 

;  This  was  not  an  official  action  of  the 
;  WCC  but  simply  an  initiative  between 
;  delegates  from  the  two  regions. 


In  a  reference  to  a  statement  made 
during  the  assembly’s  first  week  by 
Dorothy  Soelle  who  talked  of  the 
“stretched  death’’  and  utter 
“emptiness”  of  capitalist  society,  the 
bishop  said,  “Believe  me,  all  is  not 
emptiness  in  my  land,  nor  in  yours.” 

“Unrestrained"  capitalism  can  and 
does  destroy  human  beings  and  subvert 
God’s  purpose,  but  that  is  true  of 
“every”  unrestrained  earthbound 
system  ...  No  one  of  us,  no  land  of  ours, 
stands  “pure”  before  the  divine 
judgment  seat,  the  bishop  of  the  Indiana 
Area  said. 

He  went  on  to  identify  four  specific 
ways  Christians  can  bear  witness  to 
Jesus  Christ  in  an  affluent  society: 

•  Informing  the  world  of  affluence 
about  the  “underside”  of  human  history. 

That  ranges  from  understanding 
“liberation  theology”  to  seeing  the  real 
victims  of  the  East/West  confrontation  in 
Central  America  to  seeing  the  plight  of 
political  prisoners  to  seeing  the  ugliness 
of  “apartheid,"  the  homeless  refugees 
and  the  consequences  of  nuclear  bomb 
testing  in  the  Pacific. 

•  Reading  the  Bible  more  selflessly  and 
taking  it  more  seriously. 

“Affluence  must  deal  unashamedly 
and  radically  with  biblical  truth  .  .  with 
Moses  and  Amos  and  the  prophets  and 
Christ  who  said  he  had  come  to  be  with 
the  poor,  to  deliver  the  oppressed  and  to 
set  the  captives  free." 

•  Confronting  the  undeniable  fact  that 
the  root  causes  of  human  misery  are 
systemic. 

•  Hearing  and  responding  to  the 
“whole"  gospel. 

The  bishop  addressed  one  of  eight 
“issue  groups"  which  last  week  discussed 
and  prepared  recommendations  on  what 
were  identified  as  the  most  basic  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  church:  witnessing  in  a 
divided  world,  the  inclusion  and  partici¬ 
pation  of  all  members,  health  and 
healing,  peace  and  survival,  justice  and 
dignity,  visible  unity,  Christian 
education  and  communicating  with  the 
world  in  effective  ways. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


Global  food  crisis  brings  record  appeal 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  In  the  face  of  a 
steadily  worsening  global  food  crisis, 
Church  World  Service,  the  development 
and  relief  agency  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S. A.,  has 
appealed  to  its  member  churches  and  the 
U.S.  public  for  the  largest  response  in  the 
organization's  37-year  history. 

The  NCCC’s  Church  World  Service 
announced  that  it  is  seeking  $6.5  million 
in  cash  and  donated  goods  to  assist  its 
overseas  church  partners  in  overcoming 
food  shortages  in  severely  affected  areas 
of  the  world,  to  supplement  the  efforts 
U.S.  communities  are  making  against 
hunger  at  home,  and  to  educate  people  in 
the  U.S.  about  the  gravity  and  causes  of 
the  crisis. 


A  worldwide  string  of  major  natural 
disasters  —  floods,  droughts,  earth¬ 
quakes  —  has  brought  to  a  crisis  point  the 
food  shortages  in  developing  countries 
already  struggling,  because  of  the  world¬ 
wide  economic  crisis  and,  in  many  cases, 
civil  warfare,  to  feed  their  populations 
adequately. 

"The  requests  to  Church  World  Service 
from  our  colleague  churches  in  the 
countries  affected  by  drought,  flooding, 
warfare,  are  unprecedented  and  are 
beyond  our  current  resources,"  says  Dr 
Paul  F.  McCleary,  the  United  Methodist 
clergyman  who  is  the  executive  director 
of  Church  World  Service.  “Therefore,  we 
are  making  this  special  appeal  at  this 
time  to  our  member  churches  and  to  the 


U.S.  public  to  assist  in  this  grave 
situation.” 

In  announcing  the  appeal  at  a  press 
conference  here,  Dr.  McCleary 
explained  that  proceeds  will  be  used 
primarily  to  support  the  programs 
against  hunger  of  colleague  and  partner 
churches  and  agencies  in  Africa,  Latin 
America,  Asia,  the  Pacific  and  the 
Middle  East.  Their  programs  include 
both  short-term  emergency  response 
(such  as  providing  food  for  mater¬ 
nal/child  care  centers,  feeding  stations, 
and  family  distribution)  and  longer-term 
development  assistance  (such  as 
providing  seeds  and  tools,  digging  wells, 
strengthening  irrigation  systems ) . 

To  meet  the  food  requests  coming  from 


overseas,  CWS  plans  to  apply  for  U.S. 
government  food  reserves. 

The  government,  through  the  Agency 
for  International  Development  (USAID), 
will  donate  such  food  commodities 
through  its  Food  for  Peace  program  to 
agencies  such  as  CWS  that  can  demon¬ 
strate  their  ability  to  distribute  the 
goods. 

“We  have  discussed  this  situation  with 
officials  of  USAID  and  they  are  fully 
supportive  of  our  effort,”  says  Dr. 
McCleary.  CWS  will  request  at  least  $1 
million  worth  of  U.S.  government 
commodities  for  use  overseas.  Based  on 
current  estimates  of  need,  these  requests 
could  approach  $10  million. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  Uncomfortable 
is  the  way  it  feels  to  be  from  an  affluent 
nation  such  as  the  U.S.  in  an  assembly 
where  the  majority  come  from  the  Third 
World,  a  United  Methodist  bishop  said 
here  in  a  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
issue  presentation. 

In  a  session  on  “witnessing"  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  said  that  the  assembly 
presentations  have  reminded  him  of  the 
dominant  role  of  the  U.S.  and  of  the 
superpowers  in  relation  to  the  Third 
World.  “The  charges  are  true.” 

But,  he  continued,  one  does  not  bear 
witness  to  Jesus  Christ  as  “the  life  of  the 
world”  in  the  context  of  unprecedented 
power  and  affluence  by  renouncing  one’s 
citizenship  “or  by  snarling  and  turning 
on  one’s  own  people.”  Each  must  assume 
responsibility  for  its  own  situation. 

Bishop  Armstrong,  who  is  the 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  said  “Sin,  individual  and 
collective,  is  present,  not  only  in  the 
industrialized  West  and  the  wealthy 
North.  Sin  is  present  in  every  land  and 
among  every  people.  Power  corrupts 
wherever  it  imposes  its  mercenary  will 
on  the  poor,  the  homeless,  the  voiceless 
and  powerless.” 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  The  gift  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  from  four  Northwest  Indian  tribes  of  a 
totem  pole  is  raised  here  with  the  assistance  of  dozens 
of  “pullers”  and  hundreds  of  observers.  The  WCC’s 
general  secretary,  the  Rev.  Philip  Potter,  is  second 
from  the  right. 

Totem  poles  consist  of  symbols  and  illustrations 
commemorating  historical  events;  they  were  not  pagan 


gods  or  demons  and  were  never  worshipped,  as  is 
commonly  supposed.  This  pole,  called  "the  Israel 
pole,”  was  carved  by  natives  at  the  Mountain  Prison  on 
behalf  of  the  Tsimsyans,  Tlingits,  Haida  and  Kwakiutl 
tribes.  Following  the  world  council’s  sixth  assembly 
here,  the  pole  will  be  moved  to  its  permanent  home  near 
the  WCC  headquarters  in  Geneva. 
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SEEK  camp  provides  summer  fun  for  special  people 


LAKE  TEXOMA,  Tex.  —  SEEK  camp  counselor 
Art  Olson  shares  a  laugh  over  lunch  with  two  SEEK 
campers.  SEEK  camp  makes  the  summer  camp 
experience  available  to  persons  with  disabling 


conditions.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  North  Texas 
Conference  United  Methodists  and  attracts  campers 
from  all  over  Texas. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

LAKE  TEXOMA.  Tex.  -  Smiles 
mean  a  lot  here,  and  laughter  is 
contagious.  Happy  faces  and  the  sounds 
of  children  playing  are  everywhere. 
Visitors  are  quickly  made  to  feel 
relaxed  by  the  hugs  and  kisses  they 
receive. 

This  is  SEEK  camp  (Summer  Events 
for  Exceptional  Kampers),  designed 
for  persons  with  disabling  conditions 
and  sponsored  by  the  North  Texas 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  camp  is  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Texoma  at  the  conference  center  about 
80  miles  north  of  Dallas.  It  provides 
special  persons  with  a  camping  treat 
they  may  otherwise  be  denied  due  to 
their  limitations. 

This  camp  is  considered  unique 
because  it  does  not  segregate  persons 
according  to  various  disabling 
conditions.  SEEK  camp  welcomes 
participants  with  cerebral  palsy,  spina 
bifida,  cancer,  Down’s  syndrome, 
mental  retardation  and  many  other 
conditions. 

The  camp’s  founder,  Mrs.  Esther 
Zimmerman  of  Christ  UMC  in  nearby 
Plano,  said,  “We  mix  the  physically 
and  mentally  handicapped  together  by 
finding  ways  that  one  may  complement 


the  other  and  learn  responsibility.” 

She  recalled  an  incident  in  which  two 
campers,  one  confined  to  a  wheelchair 
due  to  spina  bifida  and  the  other  with 
emotional  and  learning  problems, 
pooled  their  abilities  and  functioned  as 
one  in  a  baseball  game.  “One  pushed 
and  the  other  directed,”  she  said. 

SEEK  camp  prides  itself  on  its 
Christian  education  program,  and  it 
concludes  each  day  with  a  vesper 
service  at  the  lake  shore  conducted  by 
the  camp  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mike 
Haynes,  from  First  UMC  in  nearby 
McKinney. 

Throughout  the  day,  Christianity  is 
integrated  into  the  campers’  lives  with 
“daily  words.” 

“Today  our  word  is  sharing,”  one 
camper  exclaimed,  and  she  eagerly 
demonstrated  by  making  extra  space 
on  the  bench  beside  her. 

“Church  is  the  best  part  of  camp," 
according  to  Jason  Varner,  a  robust, 
formerly  severely  withdrawn  10-year- 
old,  “because  we  are  quiet  and  we  learn 
about  God."  Jason  is  known  throughout 
the  camp  for  his  guitar  renditions  of 
such  religious  tunes  as  “Kum  Ba  Ya,” 
“Amazing  Grace”  and  “Do  Lord.” 

The  31  SEEK  camp  staffers  work  for 
only  room  and  board,  and  many  return 
every  summer.  The  adult  and  youth 
counselors  and  resource  persons  are 


mostly  public  school  teachers  and 
college  or  high  school  students.  Fourth¬ 
time  returnee  Brian  Riggs  was  so 
impressed  by  the  camp  that  he  has 
majored  in  special  education  at  his 
college. 

“Compared  to  the  ‘normal’  kids  who 
don’t  want  to  do  anything,  these  kids 
are  great,"  quipped  Art  Olson,  an 
athletic  coach  and  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Sherman,  Tex. 

SEEK  camp,  in  its  fourth  summer, 
has  one  session  each  for  elementary, 
youth  and  adults,  the  shortest  three 
days,  the  longest  five.  Its  campers 
come  from  all  over  Texas,  and  many  of 
those  unable  to  afford  the  camp  fees  of 
up  to  $50  are  awarded  scholarships  by 
the  Texas  Easter  Seals  Association. 

This  camp  is  the  life-long  goal  of  Mrs. 
Zimmerman,  who  conceived  the  idea  of 
such  a  place  in  1960  but  spent  many 
years  making  it  a  reality.  She  is  a 
diaconal  minister  and  is  certified  in 
Christian  education  for  the  mentally 
disabled. 

Many  feel  that  SEEK  camp  is 
significant  because  here  campers  learn 
to  love  others  as  well  as  themselves. 

The  love  of  SEEK  camp  made  such 
an  impact  on  the  life  of  one  camper 
that,  upon  her  death  last  May,  her 
ashes  were  scattered  along  the  camp’s 
shore  line. 


WCC  officials  try  to  clarify  common  ‘misimpressions’ 


VANCOUVER  — r  World  Council  of  Churches’  racism  program  executive 
Anwar  Barkat  told  a  press  gathering  here  last  week  that  the  council  knows 
where  its  anti-racism  funds  go,  who  leads  the  programs  which  receive 
funds,  and  how  they  use  those  funds. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  World  Council 
of  Churches  leaders  here  are  making 
concerted  efforts  to  correct  the  popular 
“misimpression"  that  the  WCC  is  pro- 
Marxist.  anti-Western,  soft  pedals  human 
rights  in  communist  countries  and  is 
tunneling  money  tp  terrorist  groups. 

The  WCC’s  top  elected  official, 
Moderator  Ted  Scott  of  Canada,  in  his 
report  condemned  communism  and 
capitalism  equally,  saying  they  are 
bankrupt  in  their  materialistic  emphases 
and  unable  to  “respond  to  people's 
deepest  desires."  He  said  it  is  not  the 
business  of  the  church  to  try  to  create  a 
new  system  but  to  recognize  the  good 
elements  as  well  as  the  negative  in  any 
system  and  to  work  for  justice. 

General  Secretary  Philip  Potter  said 
he  hoped  the  Sixth  Assembly  delegates 
here  would  not  follow  “the  doomed 
policies"  of  the  nations  from  which  they 
came  but  offer  hope  through  Christ,  the 
life  of  the  world. 

The  WCC’s  Special  Fund  to  Combat 
Racism  probably  has  received  more 
criticism  than  any  other  WCC  effort.  The 
Special  Fund  makes  annual  grants  of 
about  half  a  million  ($3.8  million  total 
since  1975)  to  groups  and  movements  on 
five  continents  “struggling  against  the 
forces  of  racism.”  The  Special  Fund  is 
one  part  of  a  larger  Program  to  Combat 
Racism,  most  of  which  is  educational  in 
nature,  according  to  Anwar  Barkat,  one 
of  two  staff  persons. 

South  Africa  is  a  "special  case”  in 
terms  of  both  the  Program  to  Combat 
Racism  and  of  the  WCC’s  human  rights 
program  because  the  African 
government  claims  its  actions  are  based 
on  the  Gospel  and  that  its  policies  — 
especially  apartheid  —  are  in  defense  of 
Christianity,"  said  Erich  Weingartner,  a 
WCC  human  rights  executive. 

From  the  inception  of  the  Program  to 
Combat  Racism  in  1968  the  main  target 
has  been  South  Africa’s  apartheid  policy 
of  forced  racial  separation.  One  tactic 
has  been  the  mobilization  of  public 
opinion  against  South  Africa  in  nations 
that  trade  with  or  otherwise  support  the 
government. 

What  do  South  African  churches  think 
of  this  program?  Opinion  is  not 
unanimous,  but  the  South  African 


Council  of  Churches  and  its  member 
denominations  “have  continuously  asked 
for  support  and  ecumenical  solidarity,” 
said  Mr.  Weingartner. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  government  is 
making  the  council  a  special  subject  of 
“villification”  through  a  special 
governmental  investigative  commission 
and  is  threatening  to  stop  funds  to  the 
SACC  from  outside  the  country. 

Do  funds  support  terrorists? 

Critics  typically  say  grants  from  the 
Special  Fund  of  the  Program  to  Combat 
Racism  are  made  to  terrorist  groups 
without  the  WCC’s  knowing  how  the 
money  is  spent.  Critics  also  assert  that 
the  WCC  is  naive  and  doesn’t  really  know 
the  groups,  their  tactics  or  leaders. 

That  sort  of  criticism  was  raised  by 
both  Reader’s  Digest  and  in  the  January 
“60  Minutes"  program. 

“Morley  Safer  of  ‘60  Minutes’  refused 
to  examine  the  financial  records  of  the 
WCC  even  though  we  suggested  several 
times  that  he  should  do  so  when  he 
interviewed  at  the  Geneva  headquar¬ 
ters,”  Patric  Coidan,  a  WCC  financial 
official,  told  the  Reporter.  He  said  the 
10,000  to  12,000  accounts  in  the  WCC’s 
sophisticated  computerized  record¬ 
keeping  can  provide  a  report  on  “every 
dollar." 

“I  want  to  emphasize  in  no  uncertain 
terms  that  we  know  the  leadership,  the 
tactics,  the  activities  of  all  the  groups 
that  receive  grants,”  said  Dr.  Barkat.  He 
pointed  to  the  process  through  which  a 
funding  application  must  move,  the 
yearly  nature  of  the  grants,  and  the 
personal  contacts  both  WCC  staff  and 
church  officials  in  the  recipient  nation 
have  with  the  groups  as  evidence  that  the 
process  is  accountable. 

Further,  “No  one  has  ever  offered  any 
proof  that  money  was  used  for  other  than 
approved  goals,”  he  said.  Dr.  Barkat 
said  he  believes  this  is  because  the 
recipient  groups  "make  special  efforts  to 
use  the  money  precisely  as  designated” 
because  they  know  how  much  criticism 
the  WCC  receives. 

Criticism  comes  almost  exclusively 
from  South  Africa,  the  U.S.,  the  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  Canada  and 
Australia,  WCC  leaders  said.  They  said 
both  the  Reader’s  Digest  and  “60 


Minutes’’  program  were  widely 
distributed  all  over  the  world.  It  was  also 
noted  that  the  governments  of  Norway, 
Sweden  and  the  Netherlands  contribute 
up  to  50  percent  of  the  Special  Fund. 

“Nowhere  have  we  had  a  negative 
reaction  from  the  Third  World,”  Dr. 
Barkat  reported  at  a  press  briefing. 

“The  Program  to  Combat  Racism  is  an 
example  of  where  the  church  has  gone 
beyond  making  statements,”  said  the 
Rev.  Allan  Boesak  of  South  Africa  who  is 
also  the  president  of  the  World  Alliance 
of  Reformed  Churches.  “I  am  very 
happy  with  it." 

He  went  on  to  discuss  a  central 
criticism  —  that  funds  are  given  to  some 
groups  that  use  violence,  although  WCC 
claims  its  Special  Funds  are  given  only 
for  humanitarian  purposes  —  refugee 
relief,  legal  aid,  public  information 
programs,  newspapers. 

“My  problem  with  the  critics  of  the 
fund  is  their  hypocrisy,”  Dr.  Boesak 
said.  "The  churches  have  always  had 
their  ‘just  war’  theories;  the  church  has 
accepted  that.  But  they  all  turn  pacifist 
when  black  people  use  violence. 


"In  South  Africa,  one  has  to  ask  where 
the  terror  begins,”  he  continued. 
“Apartheid  is  such  a  violent  system  itself 
with  its  forced  separation  of  peoples,  of 
families,  etc.  that  the  terror  starts 
with  the  policy.” 

He  said,  “I  don’t  think  the  church  can 
ever  justify  the  use  of  violence ;  to  do  so  it 
must  go  elsewhere  than  to  the  Gospel.” 
But,  even  peaceful  protests  end  in 
massacres  in  South  Africa,  Dr.  Boesak 
said.  “I  have  called  for  non-violent 
civil  disobedience  and  the  government 
has  warned  me  I  was  advocating  vio¬ 
lence  because  it  might  draw  a  violent 
response  from  the  authorities. 

“It  is  a  dilemma  for  us  who  want  free¬ 
dom  in  our  land  —  and  who  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  in  violence  —  yet  suffer  daily  under 
apartheid.  What  is  it  we  should  do?” 

The  WCC  Special  Fund  in  1982  made 
grants  of  $210,000  in  Southern  Africa,  the 
largest  amount  going  to  the  Southwest 
Africa  People’s  Organization  (SWAPO) 
($100,000)  for  relief  for  “victims  of  the 
illegal  military  occupation”  of  Namibia 
by  S.  Africa.  The  other  two  recipients 
were  the  African  National  Congress  and 


Public  protest,  quiet  diplomacy  combined 

Council  monitors  rights  violations 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

VANCOUVER.  B.C.  -  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  takes  a  “double 
approach"  to  human  rights  violations, 
official  spokespersons  say. 

“Both  public  protest  and  quiet 
diplomacy"  can  expand  the  church’s 
"room  to  move”  and  help  WCC  member 
churches  gain  more  leverage  on  human 
rights  issues  in  their  own  nations.  That  is 
the  objective  of  the  WCC’s  human  rights 
program,  according  to  David  Russell, 
the  commission’s  president  from  Bristol, 
England. 

This  basic  stance  was  strongly 
supported  by  Dr.  Jose  Miguez-Bonino,  a 
Methodist  who  is  president  of  the 
Permanent  Human  Rights  Assembly  in 
Argentina. 


“We  believe  it  is  the  basic  responsi¬ 
bility  of  churches  in  a  specific  situation 
to  protect  human  rights  in  their  country,” 
Dr.  Miguez-Bonino  said.  “It  is  our  re¬ 
sponsibility;  the  WCC  or  outside  churches 
can’t  be  expected  to  do  it." 

He  said  both  the  churches  and  human 
rights  organizations,  such  as  Amnesty 
International,  have  found  need  of  several 
methods  to  combat  the  systematic 
violation  of  human  rights. 

•  denunciation,  both  internal  and 
international; 

•  pastoral  visits  to  those  in  prison 

•  negotiating  prisoners'  release  or 
improvement  of  conditions  for 
imprisoned  persons 

•  documenting  “disappeared  ones” 

Dr.  Russell  said  the  WCC’s  human 

rights  program  is  “complementary”  to 
that  of  organizations  which  relate  to 
thousands  of  individual  cases.  “We 
cannot  relate  to  all  those  cases,”  Dr. 
Russell  said,  “but  we  cooperate  in 
sharing  information,  and  they  work  with 
us  on  some  cases.” 

However,  the  mode  of  action  in  a  given 
situation  arises  out  of  consultation 
between  the  WCC  commission  and  the 
churches. 

“Sometimes  the  churches  don’t  agree, 
so  we  work  for  as  wide  a  consensus  as 
possible,”  Dr.  Russell  said.  That  course 
of  action  can  include  a  request  to  the 


WCC  to  make  a  public  statement  and/or 
for  requests  to  be  relayed  to  member 
churches  for  action. 

Ninan  Koshy,  executive  director  of  the 
WCC-related  Church’s  Commission  on 
International  Affairs,  said  the  starting 
point  for  the  church  is  to  look  at  its  own 
house.  “The  WCC’s  first  actions  were 
directed  to  church  practice,  where 
members  were  denied  rights  because  of 
class  or  race.” 

“Effectiveness”  is  always  hard  to 
measure  because  governments  never 
acknowledge  what  led  them  to  take  a 
certain  course,  said  Erich  Weingartner 
of  the  human  rights  staff. 

But  WCC  officials  believe  the  release  of 
the  “Siberian  Seven”  might  not  have 
taken  place  without  the  WCC  and 
cooperation  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church.  Also,  mentioned  were  the 
release  of  six  Ethiopian  church  leaders 
recently  and  of  prisoners  in  the 
Philippines. 

Asked  about  human  rights  actions  in 
the  Eastern  bloc  countries.  Dr.  Russell 
said,  “I  think  the  time  is  ripe  for  more  to 
be  done  in  Eastern  Europe.  I  would  like 
to  see  a  bolder  stance  and  a  more  open 
attitude  among  the  Eastern  churches. " 

Mr.  Weingartner  said  “they  are  more 
vocal  now  than  they’ve  ever  been  and  the 
church  membership  in  Eastern  bloc 
nations  are  growing  at  such  a  rapid  rate 


they  are  beginning  to  worry  the 
authorities.  We  are  trying  to  expand  the 
church’s  ‘room  to  move.’  ” 

But  there  is  pressure  among  the 
assembly  delegates  for  beefing  up  the 
WCC’s  human  rights  program.  Since  1975 
when  human  rights  was  given  a  high 
priority,  delegates  here  were  disap¬ 
pointed  it  fared  so  poorly,  especially  in 
financing. 

WCC  financial  official  Patric  Coidan 
said  the  representatives  most  concerned 
don’t  seem  to  take  their  concern  back  to 
their  churches  and  get  it  put  in  the 
budget.  This  assembly  appears  ready  to 
put  human  rights  back  on  the  front 
burner. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


The  Pan-Africanist  Congress.  Both 
SWAPO  and  the  ANC  have  military 
aspects  in  their  programs. 

A  review  of  the  1982  grants  indicates 
most  went  to  organizations  working 
against  South  African  apartheid  and 
based  in  Europe,  Canada,  or  the  U.S.  For 
example,  the  two  main  U.S.  recipient 
groups  were  Trans  Africa  ($30,000)  for 
education  campaigns  and  development 
of  policy  positions  affecting  Southern 
Africa  and  the  Caribbean,  and  tbe 
Washington  Office  on  Africa  ($15,000) 
which  “encourages  progressive  U.S. 
foreign  policy  towards  Southern  Africa 
and  majority  rule.” 

“Helping  aboriginal  and  native  peoples 
advance  their  land  claims”  is  the  second 
major  target  area  for  the  WCC’s  Special 
Fund.  In  Australia  and  North  America 
this  has  also  generated  some  criticism, 
although  to  a  lesser  degree.  In  1982 
grants  of  about  $3,000  were  made  to  the 
Indian  Law  Resource  Center,  the  Lakota 
Treaty  Council  and  the  Oglala  Lakota 
Legal  Rights  Fund,  for  legal  work, 
documentation  of  claims  and  public 
education 

Outside  of  the  Special  Fund,  the 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  staff  does 
research  on  race  and  minority  issues 
and,  through  regional  church  structures, 


is  engaged  in  helping  churches  identify 
and  eradicate  racism  in  their  own  struct 
tures.  A  new  project  is  to  identify  racism 
in  children’s  literature  and  to  promote 
non-racist  and  anti-racist  children’s 
books. 

Continuation  appears  assured 

The  continuation  of  the  program 
appears  assured.  Dr.  Potter  said  the 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  has  been 
debated  in  every  meeting  of  the  WCC’s 
Central  Committee  and  every  General 
Assembly  since  Uppsala  in  1968.  “Every 
time  the  commitment  to  solidarity 
through  humanitarian  aid  is  reaffirmed; 
that  is  uncontrovertible.” 

The  fund  has  created  great  tension  in 
the  WCC,  most  especially  the  $80,000 
grant  to  the  Patriotic  Fund  in  1978  which 
led  to  three  member  churches 
suspending  their  relationship.  Two  have 
withdrawn  and  one  is  still  suspended. 

Dr.  Barkat  said  ruefully  that  he  wished 
the  world  was  as  aware  of  the  WCC’s 
participation  in  the  Lancaster  House 
negotiations  that  led  to  elections  and  a 
transfer  of  power  to  the  black  majority  in 
Zimbabwe.  “We  did  contribute  to  the  end 
of  a  very  vicious,  racist  war  (see  related 
story  below  on  human  rights) . 

-SHARON  MIELKE 
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CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  -  Part-time  - 
Dripping  Springs  United  Methodist  Church  in  Drip¬ 
ping  Springs,  Texas,  Dripping  Springs  phone  *858- 
4333,  Austin  *448-5337  for  more  information. 

advance. 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  FORMER  UMC  missionary.  See 

historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations.  Departures  Oct.  83  &  Jan.  84.  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave,  Richfield  UMC,  5835  Lyndale  Ave. 

Transfers.  Hilton  Hotel,  4  meals.  New  York, 
Thanksgiving  Theatre  Tour  Nov.  23-26th  Air, 
Transfers  Waldorf  Hotel,  3  meals.  Bess  Loudermilk, 

3339  Milton.  Dallas.  TX  75205. 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelical 
magazine  for  United  Methodists.  Inspiring  features. 
Moving  editorials.  Scripturally  sound.  Send  $7  for 
one-year  (six  issues)  to  Good  News,  Wilmore.  KY 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  ORGANIST  is  needed 
Contact  Senior  Minister,  Epworth  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  518,  Chickasha,  OK  73023. 

leftist  leanings  all  just  innuendo?  Judge  for  yourself. 
Order  A  Time  for  Candor,  a  new  100-page  study, 
including  126  reference  footnotes  and  10  original 
source  documents.  Send  $5  00  to  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy,  Dept.  212,  1000  16th  St., 
N.W.,  Suite  LL50,  Washington.  DC  20036. 

SOUTHERN  METHODIST  UNIVERSITY  NEEDS 
TEMPORARY  clerks/secretaries  to  substitute  for 
employees  on  vacation  or  out  of  office  due  to  illness, 
jury  duty,  etc.  If  you  type  60.wpm,  have  good 
interpersonal  skills,  a  positive  attitude  and  well 
organized  work  habits,  please  call  Mr.  Doak  at  692- 
2043  for  an  interview. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  MINISTER  TO  DUKE 

UNIVERSITY.  Durham,  North  Carolina.  Send 
resume  and  inquiry  to  Dr  Wallace  H.  Kirby.  228 
West  Edenton  Street,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
27603 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  Youth 
Director  wanted.  Also  Pastor's  assistant  Active 
program.  Rapidly  growing  church  in  suburban  area 
Salaries  negotiable  Contact  H.  W  Kirtley, 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS:  Marketing 

Community  UMC,  Casselberry.  FL  (305)831-3777. 

and  Development  Evenglow  Lodge  Retirement 
Center.  215  E.  Washington.  Pontiac,  IL  61764. 
Resumes  to  Al  Weinbender,  Administrator. 

SEEKING*  RETIRED  PASTOR  TO  DO  pastoral 
visitation  and  other  limited  pastoral  duties  Housing 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y.,  N.Y. 
10115. 

Methodist  Church,  2818  N.  University,  Peoria.  IL 
61604,  or  call  309^88-3486. 

BRING  YOUR  TOUR  GROUP  of  around  40  and  our 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by 
F.D.I.C.  Return  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  above  the 
prevailing  market.  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000.  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000. 
Maximum  Length:  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact:  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson,  Westview 
National  Bank,  Box  7554.  Waco,  Texas  76714  or  Rev 

Call  collect  Charles  Hassell.  Thomas  J  Rusk  Hotel 

Co  .  (214)683-2277 

COLOR  SEASON  IN  THE  SMOKIES  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week 
$400  four  weeks. .  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138 
Waynesville.  NC  28786  (704)627-6067. 

7736. 

NEEDED:  USED  VINYL  ROOM  DIVIDERS 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  WANTED:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  church  of  approximately  400 
members,  to  be  responsible  for  planning,  organiz¬ 
ing  and  implementing  a  total  youth  program. 

approx  15'  by  8'  for  growing  Sunday  school 
program.  Contact  Jamie  Williams.  Aldersgate  UMC, 

2  S  341  Blanchard  St.,  Wheaton.  IL  60187,  (312)665- 
1414. 

Hours  and  salary  negotiable  based  on  experience. 
Position  open  immediately.  Send  to  Rev.  Dave 
Corley.  1502  West  Street,  Winnsboro,  LA  71295. 

EXPERIENCED  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 

MINISTRIES,  St  Luke  United  Methodist  Church. 
2500  members.  Send  resume  to  Mr  Jose  Bove.  Box 

DIRECTOR  of  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

867.  Columbus.  GA  31902. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  an  800  member  suburban 
church  on  Florida's  suncoast.  Experience  preferred 
for  this  tremendous  opportunity  to  take  the  initiative 
in  work  with  all  ages  Resume  to:  Clark  Pickett,  845 

CREATIVE  LEADERSHIP  SOUGHT  FOR  YOUTH 
and  young  adults  in  2500  member  church  Potential 
unlimited  Salary  negotiable.  Westcliff  UMC,  4833 
Selkirk.  Ft.  Worth.  TX  76109.  Phone  (817)921-5224 

Immediately  (813)576-3919. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED.  Opening  available 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Salary: 
$13,000  to  $16,000  depending  upon  qualifications  and 
experience.  Required:  Degree  from  accredited 
school,  member  of  United  Methodist  Church.  Job 
Description:  available  upon  request  from  Silver 
Palm  United  Methodist  Church.  15855  S.W.  248  St.. 
Homestead.  FL.  33031 

Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.  O. 
Box  374,  McKinney,  TX  75069.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  -  for  United 

Methodist  Retirement  Center  with  Health  Care  Not 
for  profit  church  related  experience  required  A 
unique  opportunity  to  begin  a  development  program 

FALL  SPECIAL  -  PERMANENT  PLASTIC 

ENGRAVED  nametags  95  ea  Rounded  Corners. 
Safety  Pin  Backs.  Samples  on  Request  Contact: 
Crystal.  422  German  St.,  Haysville.  KS  67060.  phone 
(316)522-7290. 

Send  resume  to  James  E.  Tallman,  Evangelical 
Manor,  8401  Roosevelt  Blvd  .  Philadelphia,  PA  19152. 

ORDAINED  ELDER  HAS  DIRECTED  RELIGIOUS 
education,  youth  work,  community  theatre. 

ADMINISTRATOR-WESLEY  VILLAGE,  non-profit, 
United  Methodist  Homes  for  the  Aging  of  the 
Wyoming  Conference  facility  located  in  Pittston. 
Pennsylvania,  seeks  licensed  Pennsylvania 
Administrator,  or  ability  to  obtain  Pennsylvania 
licensure  for  its  118  SNF,  59  ICF.  22  Personal  Care, 
and  92  Apartments  program.  Candidates  must  have 
a  minimum  of  B.S.  Degree  in  Health  Care  or  related 

family  recreation,  chancel  drama,  vacation  church 
schools.  Professor  wants  to  return  to  local  church.  P. 

O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  DM,  Dallas.  TX  75222. 

WANTED  USED  MIMEOGRAPH  and  ELECTRIC 
TYPEWRITER  in  good  condition.  Contact  La 
Trinidad  United  Methodist  Church.  1120  Fremont, 
Laredo.  TX 78040.  Phone  (512)723-8184. 

field,  five  years  proven  management  experience, 
including  budgeting,  personnel  and  Board  Send 
resume  and  salary  requirements  to  Keith  D 
Chadwick.  Executive  Director.  285  Deyo  Hill  Road. 
Johnson  City.  New  York  13790  Resumes  accepted 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  FULL 

TIME  salary  open.  1000  member  church  -  day  care 
center  -  strong  program  —  need  leader  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  -  13222  East  Bailey  Avenue, 
Whittier.  CA  90601  (213)698-0022  i 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING:  EXPERIENCED 
MINISTER  OF  PROGRAM  and  Administration  for 
2,000-member  church  in  university  town  Salary 
negotiable  Send  inquiries  and  resume  to:  Rev.  Bill 
Floyd.  FUMC,  P.  O  Box  1109,  Athens.  Georgia  30603 

Methodist  Church.  Program  of  eight  choirs. 
Acoustically  sound  sanctuary.  Five  octave  Reuter 
pipe  organ  Applications  due  August  20th.  Fairway 
Avenue  and  Topf  Road.  North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
72116.  (501)753-6186. 
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Members  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  team,  who  met  with  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson 
and  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming,  July  25,  at  First  UM  Church,  Lake  Charles,  are  shown 
above.  They  are,  left  to  right:  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles;  Cathey  Lannerd;  Bill  Ford;  Mrs. 
Geneva  Bell;  Mark  Evans;  Mickey  Pugh;  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  District  Superintendent; 
Rev.  Jack  O’Dell;  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson:  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith;  and  Rev.  Michael 
McLaurin.  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  was  absent  when  the  photograph  was  taken. 


Late  Summer  Programs  Set 
At  Gulfside  Assembly 


The  Program  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Gulfside  Assembly, 
Waveland,  Mississippi,  announced 
recently  a  School  of  Continuing 
Education  for  August  23-25.  The  school 
will  be  sponsored  jointly  by  Gulfside,  The 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  Gammon  Seminary,  Perkins 
and  St.  Paul  Schools  of  Theology,  and 
will  feature  black  scholars  and  leading 
black  preachers.  Two  CEU’s  will  be 
earned  by  those  attending  full  time. 

The  Gulfside  Reunion  will  be  held  on 
the  weekend  of  August  26-28,  bringing 
together  alumni,  friends  and  supporters 
of  the  ocean-front  assembly  through  the 
years.  The  activities  will  include 
worship,  study  and  opportunities  for 
renewing  old  friendships. 

A  significant  feature  of  the  weekend 
reunion  will  take  place  at  4:00  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  whert  the  thirty-six  trustees 
will  lead  in  the  service  of  installation  of 


the  new  Executive  Director  of  Gulfside 
Assembly,  Dr.  Warren  G.  Booker. 

The  week-long  activities  will  close 
| Sunday  following  the  morning  worship. 
Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  of  the 
Conference  staff,  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees’  Program  Committee, 
along  with  conference  staff  members 
from  Texas,  Alabama  and  Mississippi. 
•Charles  P.  Kellogg,  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  Evanston,  Illinois; 
Dr.  Dennis  Fletcher,  former  Executive 
Director;  and  Dr.  Major  J.  Jones. 
Gammon  Seminary,  also  rendered 
leadership  in  planning  for  these  events. 

Additional  trustees  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin;  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery;  Mr. 
Allen  L.  Brown,  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Nashville;  Ms.  J.  Vernita  Booker;  Rev. 
William  R.  London,  Jr.;  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris;  and  Mr.  Arthur  Robertson. 


University  UM  Children  Enjoy 
Enrichment  Week 


Staff  Holds  Listening /Sharing 


Persons ,  Churches  Sc  Events 


Sessions  In  Districts 


Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Council 
Director,  and  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming, 
Director  of  Communications,  met  with 
district  teams  in  Shreveport,  Ruston, 
Monroe,  New  Orleans,  Lake  Charles  and 
Baton  Rouge.  The  Alexandria  District 
meeting  will  take  place  in  the  near 
future. 

Each  superintendent  invited  members 
of  the  district  leadership  team,  who 
provided  input  and  suggestions  for  the 
Conference  program  and  responses  to 
the  satellite  ministry,  including  Sunday 
School  lessons,  and  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist. 

Dr.  Williamson  discussed  the 
Conference  calendar;  the  upcoming  Fall 
Council  on  Ministries  planning  meeting, 
October  8;  Young  Adult  ministries,  with 
the  expanded  role  of  Rev.  Pat  Culligan; 
the  small  church  and  church  school 


organization,  which  will  bring  Rev.  Sam 
Walker  into  a  closer  staff  relationship; 
and  the  results  of  the  questionnaire  sent 
to  the  cabinet,  staff,  Council  on 
Ministries  and  pastors. 

Dr.  Williamson  pointed  out  that  the 
main  concerns  of  the  district  leadership 
teams,  Christian  Education  and 
leadership  training,’  also  were  the 
priority  items  on  the  questionnaire. 

Rev.  Fleming  discussed  a  compre¬ 
hensive  communications  program, 
which  would  include  an  expanded  con¬ 
ference  paper;  radio  ministry;  improved 
satellite  programming;  a  strong  video 
ministry,  with  an  updated  resource 
center;  cable  TV;  and  communications 
training  events,  including  Media  Festivals. 

Dr.  Williamson  expressed  appreciation 
to  the  superintendents  and  their  district 
teams  on  behalf  of  the  staff. 


Rural  Life  Appreciation  Service 
Held  at  Plain  Dealing 


The  Plain  Dealing  Charge  sponsored  a 
“Rural  Life  Appreciation”  service  on  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  August  14,  at  the 
Walker’s  Chapel  Church.  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  Senior  Minister  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  was  the 
speaker  for  the  7:00  p.m.  service.  The 
purpose  of  the  service  was  to  emphasize 
the  importance  of  the  small  church  in  the 
life  of  Methodism.  Dr.  Dykes  received 
his  first  religious  experience  and 
training  in  a  small  rural  church,  as  did 
the  minister,  Rev.  C.  B.  Krumnow,  who 
has  dedicated  his  fifty  years  of  ministry 
to  the  church  in  the  rural  community. 

In  speaking  of  the  rural  church.  Rev. 
Krumnow  said,  “It  is  amazing  that  many 


of  our  pastors  in  the  larger  churches, 
such  as  First  Church  Shreveport, 
received  their  early  religious  experience 
in  the  small  church  and  now,  having 
moved  to  the  city,  maintain  that  love  for 
the  church  and  become  leaders  of  large 
congregations.  The  service  recalled  this 
fact,  reminding  us  that  the  rural  church 
continues  to  be  a  ‘feeder’  to  the  large 
one.” 

The  Walker’s  Chapel  Church  has  a 
membership  of  only  forty,  yet  it 
maintains  adequate  facilities  and  a 
continuing  ministry  of  worship.  Christian 
education  and  service  to  the  community 
and  to  the  world. 


>j  More  than  150  children,  youth  and  adults  participated  in  Vacation  Church  £ 
:•?  School  activities  at  Jordan  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Mrs.  £ 
Dorothy  K.  Jackson  directed  the  school,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Patricia  Coleman  and  £ 
v  Miss  Carolyn  Patterson.  One  of  the  school's  main  purposes  was  to  sensitize  the  £ 
:•  children  to  their  community,  its  activities  and  its  needs.  Rev.  Freddie  C.  £ 
•:  Henderson,  Sr.  is  the  pastor  £ 

y  *  *  *  X 

£  Hartzell  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  Rosedale,  celebrated  their  97th  £ 
•j  anniversary  on  July  31.  In  1884  Mr.  Edward  Gay  gave  a  plot  of  ground  to  Rev.  v 
£  George  W.  Wells  in  Rosedale.  In  1886,  the  church  was  built  by  Rev.  Wells.  The  £ 
£  church  and  parsonage  burned,  and  in  1917  the  present  structure  was  £ 
:£  constructed.  Mrs.  Maude  F.  McClain,  church  historical,  furnished  the  £ 
>j  information.  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery  is  the  pastor.  £ 


£  Russell  Barrow,  age  8l;-a-Life  Member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary  £ 
£  College,  will  return  to  Centenary  this  fall  to  earn  his  degree  in  business  .  .  just  v 
£  in  time  to  graduate  with  his  granddaughter,  Martha  Peacock.  $ 


Milton  Aivarded  D.  Min.  Degree 


Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Oakdale,  was 
awarded  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree  b\  Drew  University  of  Madison,  New  Jersey, 
on  June  26.  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  and  Dr.  John  Lee  represented  Drew  University  at  the 
presentation.  Pictured  above  (L  to  R)  after  the  presentation  are:  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed; 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton;  Dr.  John  Lee;  and  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent. 


72  Attend  Tri-District  Elementary  Camp  II 

Pictured  above  are  72  campers  from  the  Ruston,  Monroe  and  Shreveport  districts  who  attended  the  annual  Tri-District 
Elementary  Camp  II,  held  June  27-July  1  at  C’aney  Lake. 

Members  of  the  staff  were:  Frank  Chlastak,  Lee  A.  Williams.  Harvey  Harris.  Cindy  Compton,  Curtis  Carroll.  Adonna 
McDowell.  Rachel  Lawrence.  Thomas  Megill.  Joey  Crayne.  Becky  Laird.  Hardette  Harris,  and  Welton  Harris. 


A  United  Methodist  First 

(Newscope)  Nancy  Yamasaki,  wife  of 
Bishop  W.  Y.  Choy,  of  San  Francisco,  is 
probably  the  first  person  to  be  ordained 
elder  by  her  husband.  She  was  ordained 
during  the  1983  sessions  of  the  California- 
Nevada  Conference. 


World  Council 


of  Ch  urches 

The  dove  of  peace  high  atop 
a  banner  symbolizes  one 
major  statement  as  the  WCC’s 
Sixth  Assembly  ends. 

See  Managing  Editor  Sharon 
Mielke’s  report  on  the  inside 
pages. 


The  computer  class,  under  the 
direction  of  Sandi  Sparks,  shown  above, 
was  but  one  of  ten  classes  provided  for 
elementary  children  at  University  UM 
Church  (Baton  Rouge)  during  their 
Enrichment  Week. 

The  classes,  held  July  25-29,  attracted 
60  children.  The  youngsters  in  grades  1-6 
chose  from  courses  in  Cooking, 
Caligraphy,  Films  and  Stories,  Art, 
Handbells,  Rhythmic  Gymnastics, 
Computer  Science  and  Creative 
Dramatics.  The  new  pre-school  program 
for  children  2-5  years  old  included  art, 
music,  playtime  and  snacks. 


The  staff  consisted  of  Susan  Horton, 
Judy  May  and  Fran  Shurtz  in  art 
activities;  Valerie  Meiners  and  Suzanne 
James,  Musical  Experiences;  Joy 
Johnson,  Tie  Dye  and  Batik;  Barbara 
Utley,  Cooking  and  Sampling;  Linda 
Fox.  Films  and  Stories;  Teegie 
Rockhold,  Caligraphy;  Pam  Kaster, 
Rhythmic  Gymnastics;  Sandi  Sparks, 
Computer  Science;  and  Sue  Fowler, 
Creative  Dramatics.  They  were  assisted 
by  Gayden  Carr,  Thabani  Banda,  and 
Michael  Hathaway,  student  workers. 

Phil  Woodland  and  Ken  Carroll  are  the 
ministers  at  University  Church. 


Editorial 


I’m  excited  about  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  meeting  at  Vancouver.  We’ve 
been  getting  news  releases  about  the 
events,  persons  and  issues  involved. 
Here  are  some  outstanding  quotes  and  a 
few  comments. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Robert 
Runcie,  led  the  Feast  of  Life,  which 
included  the  eucharist.  However, 
Eastern  Orthodox  and  Roman  Catholics, 
though  participating,  were  not  able  to 
share  the  loaf  and  cup,  of  which  all  others 
partook.  The  Archbishop  said,  “Our 
eucharist  recognizes  that  we  are  still 
divided  among  ourselves  and  that  brings 
pain.” 

The  WCC  General  Secretary,  Philip 
Potter,  a  Caribbean  Methodist,  was 
greeted  with  loud  applause  when  he  said 
that  the  ultimate  test  of  the  WCC  and  the 
church  is  a  commitment  to  “the  rights  of 
all  to  be  fully  themselves,  whatever  their 
creed  or  sex  or  race  or  class  or  nation." 
The  gospel  of  reconciliation,  he  said, 
calls  churches  to  “take  a  clear  and 
unequivocal  stand  for  God’s  will  for 
peace  and  justice." 

Rev.  Allan  Boesak,  a  black  South 
African  theologian  and  president  of  the 
World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches, 
drew  a  standing  ovation  after  an  address 
during  which  he  voiced  fears  that  the 
issue  of  peace  will  be  separated  from 
that  of  justice. 

Dr.  John  Deschner,  of  Southern 
Methodist  University,  addressing  one  of 
the  units,  said,  “Clarifying  the  relation 
between  church  unity  and  human 
community  with  its  racisms,  sexisms, 
classisms  and  nationalisms  is  the  issue 
by  which  the  WCC  will  stand  or  fall  .  .  . 
Any  strategy  for  church  unity  which 
clouds  that  relation  is  after  something 
else  than  church  unity." 

My  observations  have  to  begin  with 
thanks  to  God  for  the  fact  that  304 
churches  or  communions  in  100  countries 
representing  440  million  Christians  have 
met  to  worship,  listen,  theologize,  and 
act  in  the  name  of  their  Lord. 

I  am  pleased  that  they  are  talking 
peace  with  justice  and  not  just  peace. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has  made 
this  a  primary  concern  for  some  time. 
However,  peace  with  justice  can  very 
well  involve  many  things.  We  may  have 


to  ask  ourselves  what  methods  are 
legitimate  in  attaining  peace. 

The  strong  emphasis  on  both  the  social 
and  personal  aspects  of  the  gospel  please 
me.  Dr.  Deschner’s  remarks  on 
clarifying  the  relation  between  church 
unity  and  human  community  are 
significant.  Many  of  the  problems  I  have 
raised  with  the  WCC  over  the  years  have 
been  at  this  very  point.  Good  causes  have 
been  espoused,  but  the  clarifying 
information  as  to  why  and  how  have  not 
been  provided.  On  these  occasions  I  have 
been  extremely  frustrated. 

I  affirm  the  WCC’s  willingness  to  look 
at  itself  seriously  and  to  recognize  the 
innate  differences  of  its  members. 

Finally,  I  am  thrilled  that  ecumenical 
history  was  made  August  5,  when  Bishop 
Marjorie  S.  Matthews  became  the  first 
woman  bishop  in  history  to  address  an 
assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

Where  is  the  WCC  after  “60  Minutes” 
and  The  Reader’s  Digest?  I  think  more 
humble,  but  much  stronger. 

—  E.F. 
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Humanitarian  acts  should  not  be 
guided  by  political  considerations 


Despite  a  famine  which  the 
Washington  Post  says  is  likely  to  become 
"one  of  the  most  catastrophic  in  African 
history,”  the  U.S.  government  apparently 
has  decided  not  to  help  the  thousands  of 
starving  persons  in  Ethiopia. 

In  a  recent  series  of  articles  on  "the 
politics  of  hunger”  in  Africa,  the  Post 
noted  that  50  to  100  children  are  dying 
daily  in  northern  Ethopia.  A  million 
more  Ethiopians  are  threatened  during 
the  next  few  months  if  relief  does  not 
come.  Their  plight  is  the  result  of  a  2- 
year  drought,  civil  strife,  and  inadequate 
roads  and  transportation  for  carrying 
food  to  remote  areas. 

Without  the  substantial  help  which  the 
U.S.  government  could  provide,  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  efforts  of  European 
countries  and  numerous  U.S. -based 
church  agencies,  can  stave  off  com¬ 
pletely  an  impending  disaster  in  that 
populous  African  country. 

How  could  a  nation  which  is 
traditionally  among  the  first  to  respond 
to  such  crises,  and  which  has  the  largest 
food  surplus  in  the  world,  refuse  to  help 
the  people  of  Ethiopia? 

Paul  Nelson,  a  policy  analyst  for  Bread 
for  the  World,  a  Christian  hunger  lobby, 
says  the  reason  is  political.  The  U.S.,  he 
says,  has  balked  at  urgent  appeals  from 
the  United  Nations  because  Ethiopia  has 
a  Marxist  government  with  close  ties  to 
the  Soviet  Union.  For  the  same  reasons, 
the  U.S.  Congress  earlier  this  year  voted 
not  to  renew  food  assistance  to  Ethiopia 
through  U.S.  Public  Law  480  Title  II. 
Even  the  small  amount  of  U.S.  emergen¬ 
cy  aid  to  Ethiopia  distributed  through 
Catholic  Relief  Services  and  the  U.N. 
World  Food  Program  has  been  discon¬ 
tinued.  reportedly  because  of  the  strident 
anti-American  policies  of  Ethiopia’s 
leaders. 

As  Christians,  we  are  embarrassed  for 
our  nation  and  its  leaders  by  this  con¬ 
fusion  of  humanitarian  compassion  with 
political  ideology.  We  can  imagine  no 
political  or  moral  reason  that  justifies 
the  withholding  of  available  food  from 
people  who  are  starving.  Such  is  all  the 
more  tragic  when  we  realize  the  truth  of 
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Mr.  Nelson's  observation  that  “the  real 
victims  are  too  hungry  to  argue  over 
ideologies.” 

We  believe  that  the  interests  of  both  the 
United  States  and  Ethiopia  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  served  by  an  immediate  renewal  of 
U.S.  support  for  efforts  to  help  the 
famine  victims.  Such  cooperation  would 
reflect  our  nation's  long  tradition  of 
humanitarian  concern  for  victims  of 
natural  disasters.  This  tradition  is 
clearly  consistent  with  our  Lord's  in¬ 
sistence  that  we  should  love  our  enemies 
as  well  as  those  who  show  love  to  us. 

A  change  in  our  government’s  ap¬ 
proach  would  have  other  beneficial  ef¬ 
fects  as  well.  It  would  demonstrate  our 
goodwill  toward  the  people  of  Ethiopia 
without  implying  approval  of  their  gov¬ 
ernment’s  policies  or  ideology.  It  would 
help  to  blunt  the  criticism  that  U.S  pol¬ 
icies  are  racist  or  calloused  toward  the 
problems  of  Third  World  Countries. 
Ultimately,  our  response  to  hostility 
with  acts  of  kindness  likely  would  do 
more  than  anything  else  to  show 
Ethiopia’s  leaders  who  their  real  friends 
are. 

Consequently,  we  believe  American 
Christians  should  urge  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration  and  members  of  Congress 
to  give  immediate  attention  to  the  famine 
in  Ethiopia,  as  well  as  to  hunger-related 
problems  elsewhere  in  the  world. 
Specifically,  we  should  recommend  U.S. 
participation  in  international  relief  ef¬ 
forts  now  underway,  and  the  restoration 
of  the  P.L.  480  Title  II  food  aid  program 
for  Ethiopia. 

We  also  believe  present  relief  efforts 
by  church-related  agencies  should  be 
supported  as  generously  as  possible.  This 
includes  a  recent  appeal  by  Church  World 
Service  for  $6.5  million  in  cash  and  do¬ 
nated  goods  to  respond  to  food  shortages 
in  Ethiopia  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

United  Methodists  may  participate  in 
this  special  effort  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR).  Contributions  should  be  made 
through  one’s  local  church  and 
designated  for  the  “Global  Food  Crisis,” 
=  982500-2. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Eating  meat  is  not  a  moral  issue 
in  the  fight  to  end  world  hanger 


AUGUST  19,  1983 


By  HEATHER  SMITH  THOMAS 
It  bothers  me  when  I  hear  well- 
meaning  people  advocate  that  we  should 
eat  less  meat  as  a  means  of  combating 
world  hunger.  Some  Christians  have 
tried  to  make  meat-eating  a  moral  issue 
in  the  belief  that  since  beef  is  fattened  in 
feedlots,  it  is  a  luxury  we  should  do 
without,  with  the  grain  fed  to  cattle  fed 
directly  to  people  instead. 

This  is  a  noble,  but  naive  thought. 
People  espousing  this  view  do  not  under¬ 
stand  how  livestock  are  raised.  Food 
animals  can  be  used  as  a  resource  for 
greatly  increasing  the  total  food  avail¬ 
able  in  a  hungry  world  rather  than  de¬ 
creasing  it.  Three-fourths  of  the  world’s 
plant  matter  can  not  be  digested  by 
humans,  but  livestock  can  convert  this 
material  into  edible  meat  and  milk. 

Beef  cows  are  rarely  fed  grain;  they 
mainly  live  on  pasture  grass  and  hay. 
The  old  cows  that  are  sold  go  primarily 
for  hamburger;  thus  hamburger  is  a 
meat  product  usually  produced  without 
grain.  The  young  cattle  that  go  into 
feedlots  to  be  fattened  for  choicer  cuts  of 
meat  spend  the  first  1'2  years  of  their 
lives  on  pasture  grass,  hay,  corn-stubble 
or  some  other  crop  aftermath,  going  into 
feedlots  for  a  short  finishing  time  on  con- 
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centrates  after  they  have  already  gotten 
most  of  their  growth  The  time  spent  in 
the  feedlot  is  a  very  short  part  of  their 
life. 

Livestock  can  salvage  energy 

Another  factor  most  people  don't  un¬ 
derstand  is  that  much  of  the  “grain” 
ration  in  many  feedlots  is  not  anything 
that  could  be  directly  consumed  by 
humans.  Feedlot  cattle  are  usually  fed 
“feed  grains”  and  "by-products  of  food 
processing.  These  cattle  make  efficient 
use  of  millions  of  tons  of  “wastes"  that 
would  otherwise  create  a  tremendous 
disposal  problem.  Commercial  food 
processors  end  up  with  a  lot  of  "gar¬ 
bage”  —  trimmings,  peelings,  peanut 
hulls,  etc.  which  are  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Canners  of  sweet  corn,  for 
instance,  market  husks  and  cobs  to  cattle 
feeders.  Producers  of  french  fries  and  in¬ 
stant  potato  mixes  sell  the  ends,  peelings 
and  culls  to  feedlots;  45%  of  the  potatoes 
used  for  processing  would  be  wasted  if  it 
weren’t  for  cattle.  Soybean  processors 
extract  protein  and  oils,  and  discard  80% 
—  which  goes  for  livestock  feed.  When 
processing  100  pounds  of  wheat  to  make 
flour,  28  pounds  end  up  as  waste,  and  go 
to  the  feedlot.  Breweries  and  distilleries 


How  can  we  bear  the  poor’s  burdens? 


By  LINNEAC.  RICHARDSON 

I  sit  here  on  my  friend’s  porch,  in  this 
land  of  sunshine,  baking  my  bones.  That 
alone  should  make  me  content.  In  front  of 
me  there  are  flowers  in  shades  of  red. 
orange,  yellow,  purple  and  rose.  In  spite 
of  all  of  this  perfection,  my  heart  is 
heavy. 

My  friend’s  father  has  found  a  little  6- 
year-old  boy  living  on  the  beach,  eating 
from  garbage  cans,  sleeping  under  a 
boat.  He  has  a  bad  burn  on  his  stomach 
where  his  mother  burned  him  with  a 
stick  of  firewood  before  ordering  him  to 
leave.  He  wants  to  die.  He  says  that  no 
one  loves  him  and  he’d  better  die. 

He  has  two  younger  sisters  whom  his 


mother  is  said  to  have  given  away.  She  is 
pregnant.  She  has  no  husband.  She  has  no 
skills  and  is  fortunate  if  she  can  find  a  job 
that  pays  500  pesos  a  day  (about  $3.33 
U.S.).  With  that  she  can  buy  a  kilo  of 
meat.  There  is  nothing  left  over  to  buy 
milk,  beans,  tortillas,  fruit,  or 
vegetables;  nothing  to  pay  rent  with, 
nothing  for  electric  bills  nor  water  bills. 
Clothes?  Medical  bills? 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  poor  lady  is 
acting  “crazy”? 

We  rush  through  life,  bent  only  on  our 
own  worth  and  our  own  problems.  If  we 
could  concentrate  on  the  worth  of  our 
sisters  and  brothers,  our  companions  on 
the  road  through  life,  and  their  problems. 


we  might  find  our  own  path  less  stony  as 
well  as  our  problems  a  lighter  burden. 
Might  we  not  also  be  surprised  when  we 
next  looked  at  our  own  worth  to  find  it 
much  greater?  “Carry  ye  one  another’s 
burdens.” 

How  can  I  help  this  poor  lady  carry  her 
burdens?  Please  pray  for  me  that  I  might 
see  the  way. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Linnea  C. 
Richardson  currently  lives  in  Mexico  and 
is  a  member  of  Windam  County  Parish's 
Moosup  UMC  in  Connecticut  (Southern 
New  England  Conference). 


A  50/ 50  stand  is  ‘like  a  missionary  who  commutes’ 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article 
headlined  “Members  defy  IRS”  (UMR, 
Aug.  5). 

The  good  news  is  that  the  Rev.  Carl 
Lundborg  has  nudged  my  otherwise 
theological  complacency  to  complete  this 
300  word  remark.  Wish  I  could  move  my 
congregation  quite  as  positively. 

The  bad  news,  however,  is  that  for  a 
second  year  the  Rev.  Carl  Lundborg 
speaks  incorrectly  regarding  the 
separation  of  church  and  state: 
“Obligations  as  a  Christian  and  a  citizen 
are  no  longer  reconcilable.  The  50  per¬ 
cent  of  my  taxes  that  support  the 
military  I  cannot  pay." 

Is,  therefore,  50%  of  the  state  recon¬ 
cilable?  Is  50%  of  the  state  damage  free? 
Let’s  assume  it  is.  50%  good,  un¬ 
damaged;  50%  bad.  damaged.  Let’s  also 
assume  that  the  taxpayer  is  involved  in 
the  protection  of  the  environment  of  the 
state,  which  Mr.  Lundborg  considers  at 
least  50%  damaged  to  the  point  of  being 
irreconcilable. 

To  his  credit,  he  insists  that  anyone 
who  causes  damage  to  the  environment 
of  God’s  creation  must  make  a  decisive 
contribution  towards  eliminating  that 
damage  <i.e.,  stewardship).  It  is  always 
best  to  wipe  your  feet  before  par¬ 
ticipating  in  any  part  of  God's  creation: 
environment,  state,  church,  etc. 

However,  since  Mr.  Lundborg  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  protection  of  50%,  to  forego 
any  part  of  such  protection  to  the  remain- 
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der  is  to  damage  that  very  creation  of 
God  which  good  stewardship  is  called 
upon  to  protect. 

Therefore,  he  should  "render  unto 
Caesar  ...  ”  Or,  he  should  not.  A 
decision  for  "cold”  or  “hot”  must  be 
made,  if  one  is  inclined  to  live  out  a  non- 
Laodicean  faith.  A  50/50  stand  is  like  a 
missionary  who  commutes  on  weekends 
from  the  Riviera.  Historically  it  has  been 
more  costly  to  be  a  martyr,  a  witness  for 
our  suffering  Servant. 

Emory  M.  Robotham 
Chinook,  Montana 

Defiance  ill-advised 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "defiance  of  IRS”  by  the  Rev.  Carl 
Lundborg  and  the  First  &  Summerfield 
United  Methodist  Church  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  5)  presents  the  classic  parallel  to 
the  action  of  members  of  local  churches 
who  withhold  portions  of  their  local 
church  givings  that  go  to  conference 
apportionments  with  which  they  dis¬ 
agree. 

This  all  comes  untier  “cutting  off  your 
nose  to  spite  your  face”  since  no  court 
has  yet  given  any  taxpayer  the  right  to 
refuse  to  pay  taxes  because  of  how  it 
might  be  expended. 

Given  that  Mr.  Lundborg  has  been  ill 
advised,  I  still  feel  that  any  good  legal 
counsel  would  have  kept  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference  from  acting  in  the 
foolish  support  of  a  legal  fiction  most 
commonly  spouted  by  the  Posse  Com- 
mitatus. 

Francis  A.  Guido 
San  Mateo,  California 

Abortion  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  not  in  the  habit  of  responding  to  ar¬ 
ticles  in  the  Reporter,  but  here  goes.  I  am 
responding  to  Thomas  Cooper’s  "Here  I 
Stand"  column  about  abortion  in  the  July 
29  issue. 

I  believe  the  people  who  are  trying  to 
"force  a  particular  behavior  on  the 
general  public  through  laws"  are  the 
abortionists  who  take  taxpayers'  money 
to  run  47  Planned  Parenthood  abortion 
clinics,  force  government  employees’  in¬ 
surance  plans  to  cover  non-therapeutic 
abortions  and  make  college  and  univer¬ 
sity  students  pay  into  health  funds  to 
cover  promiscuous  coeds  who  kill  their 
babies. 

Mr.  Cooper  thinks  that  abortionists  are 
"well-meaning.”  They  are  pirate-sharks- 
parasites,  who  prey  on  women's 
troubles.  Just  because  "things  happen," 
as  Mr.  Cooper  wrote,  does  not  mean  that 
a  woman  should  destroy  her  young  one. 
Just  because  God  gave  us  freedom  to 
decide  does  not  mean  that  He  wants  us 
killing.  Deciding  and  murdering  are  two 
different  things. 

For  Mr.  Cooper  to  call  God  a 
"magician''  in  regard  to  His  taking  care 
of  a  pregnant  woman  is  an  insult  to  God! 
God  has  promised  us  His  help:  no  magic 
is  involved  here.  It  is  safer  for  a  13-year- 
old  to  carry  a  pregnancy  to  term  than  be 
assaulted  by  a  violent  weapon  (a  knife, 
suction  machine,  salt  poison  or  drug  > . 

Ethel  Waters  was  conceived  in  rape 
Mr.  Cooper  would  have  aborted  her!  To 
say  that  "Jesus  would  also"  is 
blasphemy  .  .  .  would  God  kill  His  own 
child?  The  baby  conceived  by  rape 
(which  is  rare)  has  as  much  right  to  live 
as  Mr.  Cooper.  Since  many  women  are 
sterile  after  aborting  or  suffer 


miscarriages  or  dead  babies,  it’s  best  for 
the  woman  to  continue  the  pregnancy 
and  give  the  baby  up  for  adoption  if  she 
doesn’t  want  to  have  him  or  her.  Later, 
when  she  wants  children  of  her  own,  she 
can  have  them.  If  she  aborts  the  ( rape  or 
incest)  pregnancy,  she  jeopardizes  her 
own  children.  Some  incestuous  relation¬ 
ships  are  voluntary.  Should  we  kill  the 
baby  who  is  a  product  of  a  couple's  love?, 
God  made  babies;,  how  dare  we  kill' 
them!  Mrs.  Earl  O.  Wilson 

Washington,  D.C. 

Errors  that  fly 

in  face  of  truth 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  "Letters  to  the  Editor"  column 
of  the  July  29  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
Morris  L.  Floyd  of  Minneapolis,  in  his 
argument  approving  of  so-called  ‘gays’ 
—  a  misnomer  —  writes:  "...  God  has 
given  some  persons  the  ‘gift’  of  being 
gay.” 

If  this  is  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  where 
can  I  find  it?  How  can  I  read  Romans 
6: 12  then?  Moreover,  verse  13  reads,  “Do 
not  yield  your  members  to  sin  as  in¬ 
struments  of  wickedness,  but  yield  your¬ 
selves  to  God." 

Moreover,  when  we  speak  of  and  to 
God,  our  thoughts  rest  upon  Jehovah 
God,  who  is  above. 

To  understand  the  errors  that  fly  in  the 
face  of,  and  against  truth,  is  to  read  very 
simply  and  thoughtfully,  the  words  of  St. 
Paul  found  in  II  Thess.  2:11, 12. 

The  apostle  also  wrote  in  Romans  8:13. 
“If  you  live  according  to  the  flesh,  you 
will  die,  but  if  by  the  spirit  you  put  to 
death  the  deeds  of  the  body,  you  will 
live.” 

Of  relevance  in  this  matter  is  the  book 
written  by  Dr.  Karl  Menninger,  “What 
Ever  Became  of  Sin0  ’’ 

Gerald  F.  Makepeace 
Kirkland,  Arizona 
Article  praised 
To  the  Editor: 

A  hearty  “Amen”  to  the  Rev.  Glen 
Bocox  for  his  article  headlined  “Revital¬ 
ization  of  church  must  come  from  grass¬ 
roots”  (UMR.  July  22). 

Mr.  Bocox  has  reiterated  what  Mr. 
Wesley  so  eloquently  penned  to  Francis 
Asbury  in  1788:  "Let  the  .  .  .  do  what  they 
please,  but  let  the  Methodists  know  their 
calling  better."  M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Pontiac,  Illinois 

Bishops’  peacemaker 
role  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Harry  C.  Spencer  proposes 
that  our  United  Methodist  bishops  should 
take  a  leadership  role  in  making  the 
church  a  peacemaker  (UMR,  "Here  I 
Stand.”  July  22)  .  He  suggests  they  call  a 
conference  similar  to  the  one  recently 
held  in  Uppsala.  Sweden  in  response  to 
the  threat  of  nuclear  war.  His  suggestion 
should  have  our  support. 

Responsibility  for  perserving  our 
civilization  rests  heavily  upon  the 
leaders  of  our  institutions,  govern¬ 
mental,  religious  and  civic.  None  should 
be  more  aware  of  this  awesome  respon¬ 
sibility  than  those  who  head  up  the  great 
religious  groups  in  our  land  The  com¬ 
bined  efforts  of  all  segments  of  our 
society  are  needed  if  we  are  to  be  spared 
the  tragedy  of  an  eventual  nuclear 
holocaust. 

Our  several  million  United  Methodists. 


following  courageous  leadership,  can  be 
a  powerful  force  for  peace  through 
promotion  of  tolerance,  understanding, 
conciliation  and  negotiation  as  an  alter¬ 
native  to  nuclear  intimidation.  Surely, 
man  has  not  become  so  morally  and  in¬ 
tellectually  bankrupt  that  he  will  self- 
destruct  without  first  exhausting  every 
alternative  means  of  settling  his  dif¬ 
ferences  and  conflicts.  As  Rev.  Spencer 
points  out,  we  are  now  on  a  head-on^  No ‘illegitimate’ children 
collision  course. 


caressing  in  a  husband-wife  manner 
while  taking  communion,  hardly  looks 
like  repentance  to  me.  If  a  minister  who 
commits  adultery  were  to  wear  a  badge 
stating  “I  commit  adultery.  God  made 
me  this  way.  Therefore,  it’s  OK,"  would 
that  be  acceptable? 

Charles  A.  Schwartz 

Beeville,  Texas 


Our  bishops  have  already  shown  great 
courage  and  leadership  in  adopting  the 
pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  arms  control. 
That  was  a  great  move.  Let’s  give  them 
our  full  support. 

John  E.  Hall 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Reader  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  much  pleasure  the  letter 
from  Wallace  Pittman  in  the  July  29 
issue.  Finally  someone  hit  the  nail  on  the 
head.  Mr.  Pittman  writes,  "I  would  not 
deny  membership  in  the  church  or 
ministry  to  a  homosexual,  provided  he 
recognizes  and  confesses  homosexuality 
as  a  sin.”  I  have  been  very  much  opposed 
to  accepting  homosexual  groups  as  chur¬ 
ches  and  accepting  homosexuals  into  the 
ministry  without  some  conditions.  Some 
people  I  talk  with  take  this  to  mean  I  wish 
to  separate  the  homosexual  sinner  from 
the  rest  of  us  sinners.  All  I  believe  is  that 
homosexual  behavior  is  a  sin  (reference, 
the  Bible)  and  must  not  be  accepted  as 
just  another  lifestyle.  No  sinner  should 
be  accepted  as  a  Christian  leader  who 
lives  as  if  his  sins  were  not  sins. 

Homosexuals  holding  hands  and 


To  the  Editor  : 

I  would  like  to  add  something  to  the 
discussion  about  children  born  out  of 
wedlock.  There  are  millions  of  them  in 
the  United  States.  They  deserve  the  com¬ 
plete  respect  of  the  public.  There  are 
only  parents  that  are  illegitimate,  not 
children. 

It  is  time  some  of  these  people  formed 
an  organization  to  promote  their  interests 
generally.  Besides,  this  would  present  an 
opportunity  for  some  of  them  to  become 
leaders  of  such  a  group  that  could  give 
new  understanding  to  this  issue. 

I  suggest  that  they  might  proclaim  the 
names  of  some  of  their  more  outstanding 
fellow  adoptees,  both  from  history  and 
the  present  day.  As  a  starter,  I  suggest 
these  names:  King  William  the  Conueror 
of  England;  Leonardo  de  Vinci;  Eras¬ 
mus,  one  of  the  greatest  scholars  of  all 
time;  Henry  Stanley,  the  greatest  ex¬ 
plorer  of  the  19th  century;  and  Art  Link- 
letter.  Who  would  not  be  proud  to  have  a 
chance  to  be  listed  with  this  group? 

Maybe  an  "Art  Linkletter  Society” 
could  be  formed  for  mutual  fellowship  of 
the  group.  Let  them  stand  high  as  de¬ 
serving  of  honors  and  respect  as  any 
other  people.  Jeff  P.  Paul 

Sacramento.  California 


Heather  Thomas 
create  nearly  a  million  tons  of  "used”: 
grains  that  can’t  be  used  for  anything  but' 
livestock  feed.  The  grain  used  in  making; 
alcoholic  beverages  or  fuel  alcohol 
(which  isn’t  being  questioned  in  this 
"moral”  issue  as  is  “grain  fed  to; 
livestock")  would  be  totally  wasted  as  a 
human  food  resource  if  it  weren’t  for 
livestock,  which  can  “salvage”  the  food 
energy  from  the  by-products. 

Cattle  feeders  thus  provide  a  market 
for  wastes  and  by-products,  helping  food 
processors  maintain  their  operation  and 
hold  down  prices  for  their  products. 
Without  this  market,  processors  would 
have  to  charge  more  for  the  “end  pro¬ 
ducts,”  and  would  also  have  the  costly 
and  difficult  problem  of  waste  disposal. 
In  the  “good  old  days”  before  it  was 
discovered  that  much  of  these  wastes 
could  be  fed  to  cattle,  they  were  piled  up 
or  dumped  into  rivers. 

U.S.  feed  grain  production  (grains  not 
used  by  humans)  takes  place  primarily  on 
land  which  can’t  be  used  profitably  for 
human  food  grain  crops.  Thus  cattle  are 
NOT  in  direct  competition  with  humans 
for  grain.  Most  grains  that  can  be  used 
by  humans  are  too  expensive  to  be 
utilized  in  feeding  cattle.  But  the  af¬ 
termath  of  many  food  crops  can  often  be 
used  by  cattle  —  the  animals  thus 
providing  human  food  (meat)  from  what 
would  otherwise  be  wasted  (a  net  gain  in 
“human  food  supplies ) . 

Meat  increases  protein  sources 

In  a  similar  manner,  pasture  land  not 
suitable  for  growing  crops  can  produce  a 
great  deal  of  edible  protein  in  the  form  of 
red  meat.  Of  the  2.2  billion  acres  of  land 
in  the  United  States,  only  about  15%  is 
suitable  for  crops.  But  half  of  the  non¬ 
crop  land  grows  grass.  This  grass  can  be 
utilized  by  cattle  and  sheep  —  ruminant 
animals,  with  four  stomachs.  The  largest 
stomach,  the  rumen,  is  like  a  fer¬ 
mentation  vat,  containing  micro¬ 
organisms  that  break  down  cellulose  and 
transform  the  rough  fibers  of  plant  mat¬ 
ter  into  usable  nutrients.  About  40%  of 
America’s  land  would  be  totally  useless 
as  a  human  food  resource  if  it  weren’t  for 
animals  that  can  convert  grass  into 
meat.  By  utilizing  food  animals  in  our 
diet,  we  are  actually  making  more  total 
food  available  for  a  hungry  world  than  if 
we  were  not  raising  these  animals. 

If  all  the  protein  supplied  by  food 
animals  were  removed  from  our  diets 
and  had  to  be  replaced  by  plant  proteins, 
we  could  not  begin  to  feed  as  many 
people  in  our  country,  or  in  the  world 
today.  Some  of  us  would  have  to  cease  to 
exist,  for  there  would  not  be  enough  plant 
protein  to  go  around.  The  editor  of 
"Nutrition  Today”  has  said,  “If 
everyone  in  the  world  turned  vegetarian, 
half  of  the  people  on  earth  would  starve.” 

In  a  small,  flat,  over-populated  country 
where  every  piece  of  available  ground  is 
cultivated  to  grow  human  food,  red  meat 
may  be  a  luxury.  But  in  any  country  with 
mountainous  terrain  or  grasslands  un¬ 
suited  for  crops,  food  animals  are  the 
only  way  humankind  has  for  utilizing 
that  land  and  making  it  produce  human 
food.  Thus,  production  of  livestock  can  be 
used  as  a  tool  to  increase  total  world  food 
supplies.  By  producing  meat  on  forages 
that  would  otherwise  be  unused,  we  in¬ 
crease  our  sources  of  protein  and  good 
nutrition  and  can  have  more  total  food 
available,  enough  to  share  with  other 
countries  less  fortunate  than  we. 

The  U.S.  exports  nearly  one-third  of  its 
food  production.  We  are  able  to  export 
grain,  because  we  grow  meat.  Making  a 
moral  and  political  issue  out  of  meat- 
eating,  and  using  less  meat  in  an  effort  to 
combat  world  hunger,  is  not  only  naive, 
but  counter-productive.  Our  grasslands 
are  producing  a  beneficial  renewable  re¬ 
source  —  that  we  can  only  harvest  with' 
animals. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forym  through' 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions.  This  week's  contributor, 
Heather  Smith  Thomas,  is  a  member  of 
Salmon  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Salmon.  Idaho. 


John  Lovelace 

I  first  encountered  Billy  Graham 
during  the  early  1950s.  The  young 
evangelist  was  holding  an  outdoor 
crusade  in  Fort  Worth,  and  several  of  us 
from  the  Wesley  Foundation  in  nearby 
Denton  drove  down. 

I  remember  little  about  that  evening 
except  that  none  of  us  young  college 
sophisticates  dared  “go  forward”  at  the 
invitation. 

Through  the  50s  and  60s  —  like  many,  I 
suppose  —  I  watched  Mr.  Graham  from 
afar,  aware  that  he  had  become  the  con¬ 
fidante  of  many  persons  in  high  office,  in¬ 
cluding  U.S.  presidents.  I  also  noted  that 
he  consistently  refused  to  speak  out  on 
particular  social  issues  —  at  least  in  the 
kind  of  emphatic  "thus  saith  the  Lord" 
manner  that  many  would  have 
preferred. 

My  next  personal  encounter  with  Billy 
Graham  was  at  considerably  closer 
range.  It  was  in  Minneapolis  in  1973.  and 
he  was  a  major  figure  in  the  multi- 
denominational  national  evangelistic 
event  known  as  Key  73. 

I  was  impressed  by  two  features  about 
him  during  a  press  conference  there: 
(1)  he  came  early  and  introduced  him¬ 
self  personally  to  each  news  person 
there;  and  (2)  his  eyes  were  the  most 
piercing,  penetrating  ones  I  had  ever 
seen.  Writing  for  Together  magazine.  I 
reported  favorably  on  both  Key  73  and 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

History  will  deal  kindly 
with  ‘evangelist  to  the  world’ 


Mr.  Graham. 

Earlier  this  summer  a  member  of  the 
Graham  team  called  our  offices  from 
Amsterdam.  Holland.  The  ‘‘team’’  want¬ 
ed  very  much  to  have  the  Reporter 
represented  at  the  International  Con¬ 
ference  for  Itinerant  Evangelists  which 
the  Graham  organization  was  sponsoring 
there  (see  news  reports  in  the  July  22  and 
29  issues  of  the  Reporter)  and  would  pay 
our  basic  expenses  to  send  someone.  I  got 
the  assignment. 

Five  times  in  12  days  I  "saw”  Billy 
Graham,  again  from  afar  via  large- 
screen  TV.  as  he  preached  to  the  4,000 
evangelists  and  1.000  or  so  of  us  press  and 
support  staff.  Meanwhile,  at  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  my  colleagues  in  Dallas. 
1  began  early  in  Amsterdam  working 
through  Mr.  Graham's  press  aide  to 
arrange  a  brief  personal  interview  —  no 
matter  how  long,  no  matter  what  hour  of 
the  day  or  night. 

My  persistence  paid  off.  On  the  final 
morning,  following  a  final  press  con¬ 
ference,  the  press  aide  whisked  me  down 
a  side  corridor  to  a  remote  room  Moments 
later.  Mr.  Graham  entered.  For  the  next 
few  minutes  we  three  were  alone. 

His  eyes  are  tired  now  but  no  less 
penetrating.  His  frame  is  still  lean,  his 
jaw  craggy,  his  skin  tanned,  his  voice 
firm,  his  manner  courteous  and  open  He 
answered  my  questions,  displayed  com¬ 


fortable  knowledge  of  Methodist  history, 
identified  himself  with  John  Wesley  and 
other  itinerant  evangelists  of  Wesley’s 
day.  and  seemed  to  enjoy  reflecting  on 
his  "pilgrimage”  from  the  heart  of  fun¬ 
damentalism  to  at  least  the  fringes  of 
mainline  Protestant  theology. 

I  believe  in  Billy  Graham,  and  I  think 
history  will  deal  kindly  with  him.  He  has 
created  a  “team"  whose  members 
believe  in  him  and  whose  advice  he 
follows.  The  marvelously  smooth, 
massive  Amsterdam  conference*  was 
only  one  evidence  of  how  well  the 
“Graham  team”  functions  and  of  how 
strongly  the  men  and  women  believe  in 
their  being  called  and  led  by  God. 

No  other  religious  figure  of  our  day  has 
higher  name  recognition,  and  none  other 
could  have  brought  together  4,000 
evangelists  from  all  over  the  world,  in¬ 
spired  by  his  example.  One  journalist 
who  has  seen  Mr.  Graham  at  all  three  of 
his  major  world  evangelism  events  — 
Berlin  in  1966,  Lausanne  in  1974,  and  Am¬ 
sterdam  —  told  me  that  Mr.  Graham, 
though  approaching  65  this  fall,  was  a 
stronger  personal  leader  and  a  more 
powerful  presence  at  Amsterdam  than  at 
either  of  the  other  two  assemblies. 

I  think  he  deserves  the  title  some  have 
bestowed  on  him,  "evangelist  to  the 
world,"  and  I  thank  God  for  Billy 
Graham  _  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  An  all-night  peace  vigil  marked  the  observance 
here  of  the  first  atom  bomb’s  falling  on  Hiroshima  and  the  advent  of  the 
nuclear  age.  The  World  Council  of  Churches’  Sixth  Assembly  later  adopted 
a  major  new  statement  on  “peace  and  justice”  which  links  the  “dark 
shadow  of  the  arms  race”  with  the  systems  of  injustice  and  oppression. 

“The  ecumenical  approach  to  peace  and  justice  is  based  on  the  belief  that 
without  justice  for  all  everywhere  we  shall  never  have  peace  anywhere.” 

wcc  piioto 


‘Evangelicals’  give 
WCC  sixth  assembly 
favorable  marks 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  “Evangelical" 
Christians  attending  the  Sixth  Assembly 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  held 
July,  24- Aug.  10  generally  gave  the 
assembly  high  marks  although  they  also 
found  several  disturbing  shortcomings. 

At  least  50  “evangelicals"  were 
involved  in  drafting  “an  open  letter"  in 
which  they  acknowledged  the  assembly 
had  challenged  “stereotypes"  and 
“distortions"  in  the  popular  evangelical 
understanding  of  the  WCC.  Among  the 
drafters  was  Dr.  Richard  Lovelace,  a 
seminary  professor  who  is  also  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy,  a  frequent 
critic  of  the  WCC.  He  said  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  United  Methodists  being 
involved  in  the  evangelical  group’s 
letter. 

“.  .  .  accept  the  reality 
that  Jesus  Christ  is 
indeed  the  life  of  the 
world.” 

The  letter  said  the  assembly  made 
significant  progress  over  the  last  two 
assemblies  in  its  “overarching  spiritual 
and  biblical  orientation."  Drafters  said 
this  was  apparent  in  the  centrality  of 
worship,  wider  space  given  to  Bible 
exposition,  “unmistakable  loyalty”  to 
the  roots  of  Christian  faith  and  the 
refusal  to  believe  that  the  powers  of 
oppression,  death  and  destruction  will 
have  the  last  word  on  human  existence. 

Unity  activity  pledged 

But.  “most  important  of  all, 
representatives  from  all  segments  of  the 
church  called  the  assembly  to  accept  the 
reality  that  Jesus  Christ  is  indeed  the  life 
of  the  world,"  the  evangelicals  said.  The 
letter  said,  “We  feel  pressed  to  declare 
publicly  our  determination  to  be  more 
actively  involved  in  all  efforts  seeking 
the  unity  and  renewal  of  the  church." 
They  wrote  that  evangelicals  should 
question  their  parochial  isolation  and 
fragmentation  and  perhaps  destroy 
forever  “the  popular  evangelical 
heresy"  that  the  way  to  renew  the  body 
of  Christ  is  to  separate  from  it  and  re¬ 
lentlessly  criticize  it. 

But  they  found  several  shortcomings 
troubling,  especially  occasional 
statements  which  implied  that  apart 
from  Jesus  Christ  the  world  can  have 
life.  “We  want  to'rise  up  and  call  the 
WCC  to  be  consistent  with  its  own  confes¬ 
sion  of  faith,"  the  letter  says. 

Further,  they  were  disappointed  that  a 
WCC  document  which  evangelicals  had 
warmly  welcomed  —  “Mission  and 
Evangelism  —  an  Ecumenical 
Affirmation"  —  was  not  given  more 
attention  and  that,  shamefully,  the 
assembly  “at  this  late  hour  in  history" 
did  not  give  central  place  to  more  than 
three  billion  who  have  yet  to  hear  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

“We  did  not  feel  the  assembly 
adequately  treated  either  Gospel 
proclamation  or  the  invitational 


dimensions'  of  evangelism,"  the 
evangelicals’  letter  said. 

The  message  noted  that  rarely  were 
“personal  ethical  concerns  treated," 
while  social  ethics  were  frequently 
central. 

The  letter  writers  said  they  did  not 
claim  to  represent  their  churches  or  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  all  evangelicals  at  the 
assembly. 

Report  critical  of  separatists 

But  they  were  very  critical  of  “some 
evangelicals  who  are  adamant  in  their 
stand  against  any  participation  in  the 
WCC"  and  deplored  their  tactics  in 
distributing  “scurrilous  anti-WCC 
literature"  containing  sweeping 
denunciations.  “Their  actions,  in  our 
judgment,  constituted  false  witness 
against  their  neighbors." 

Blasts  from  Ian  Paisley,  Jack  Glass, 
Bob  Jones,  and  Carl  Mclntire  linking  the 
WCC  with  the  KGB  were  cited. 

But  another  small  group  of 
evangelicals  —  led  by  the  German 
mission  expert,  Peter  Beyerhaus  —  split 
off  from  the  main  group  of  evangelicals 
and  issued  their  own  evaluation. 

Theirs  took  the  opposite  stand, 
contending  that  evangelicals  should  not 
“participate  in  the  structures  and 
programs  of  the  WCC  but  rather  channel 
their  contributions  through  “truly 
Christian  alternative  organizations." 

While  Beyerhaus’s  group  of  three 
signers  found  some  positive  directions, 
they  said  the  WCC’s  course  since  its  19G8 
assembly  remains  unreformed. 

Evangelical  ‘camps’  identified 

Waldron  Scott,  former  executive 
director  of  the  World  Evangelical 
Fellowship  and  now  with  the  American 
Leprosy  Mission,  said  the  world's  100 
million  “evangelicals"  tend  to  be  divided 
into  at  least  three  camps:  those  related 
directly  to  the  WCC,  those  related  to  both 
the  Wflfc  and  the  World  Evangelical 
Fellowship,  and  the  independents,  such 
as  Southern  Baptists. 

He  said  most  attending  the  assembly 
were  related  either  directly  or  indirectly 
to  the  WCC. 

During  a  press  briefing  several 
evangelicals  pointed  out  there  has  been  a 
lot  of  convergence  between  evangelicals 
and  the  ecumenical  churches,  especially 
on  issues  of  peace  and  justice  in  the  last 
10  years. 

Dr.  Orlanda  Costas,  a  Puerto  Rican 
Baptist  professor,  said  evangelicals  have 
also  influenced  the  WCC,  especially  in 
the  area  of  evangelization. 

Dr.  Scott,  asked  if  he  thought 
evangelism  was  a  priority  of  the  WCC, 
said  the  leadership  at  the  assembly 
podium  might  not  give  that  impression. 
“But  we  know  the  work  going  on;  we 
know  that  evangelism  is  going  on  in  all 
the  areas  where  member  churches  are 
working." 

Dr.  Costas  emphasized  the  need  for 
better  education  among  church  people 
generally,  and  among  evangelicals 
especially,  about  ecumenism  and  the 
work  of  the  World  Council. 

'  -  SHARON  MIELKE 


WCC  condemns,  but  not  equally 

Western  powers  denounced;  U.S.S.R.'s  aggression  gets  hand  slap 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  A  plea  from  a 
Pakistani  bishop  for  the  delegates  to  the 
World  Council’s  Sixth  Assembly  to 
“condemn  both  the  pharisees  and  the 
scribes"  equally  in  statements  on 
aggressions  by  the  world’s  superpowers 
won  strong  applause  but  not  the  votes. 

Bishop  Alexander  Malik  of  the 
Anglican  Church  in  Pakistan,  where  an 
estimated  3  million  Afghan  refugees 
have  fled,  sought  unsuccessfully  to  have 
a  resolution  on  the  Afghanistan  situation 
redrafted. 

He  said  the  resolution  used  “the 
weakest  possible  language”  and,  in. 
regard  to  the  U.S.S.R..  did  not  mention 
the  atrocities,  use  of  chemical  weapons 
or  occupation  by  Soviet  troops  in 
Afghanistan.  Further,  it  showed  a 
striking  lack  of  balance  in  comparison  to 
other  statements  on  Central  America, 
South  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  which 
strongly  denounced  Western  powers  he 
said. 

The  bishop  asked  if  failure  to  provide  a 
detailed  analysis  was  because  the 
Afghans  are  Moslems  instead  of 
Christians. 

William  P.  Thompson,  an  American 
Presbyterian  and  chairman  of  the  policy 
drafting  committee,  said  the  statement 
was  a  carefully  balanced  compromise  — 
the  "least"  some  churches  could  accept 
and  “the  most"  the  representatives  of 
the  churches  in  the  affected  area  could 
agree  to. 

Four  delegates  from  the  Soviet  Union 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution  and 
against  efforts  to  amend  it. 

Archbishop  Kirill  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church,  opposed  an 
amendment  which  would  have 
emphasized  that  a  withdrawal  of  Soviet 
troops  from  Afghanistan  should  be 
“immediate"  and  would  have  deleted  a 
sentence  calling  for  an  end  to  a  supply  of 
arms  to  opposition  groups  (in 
Afghanistan)  from  the  outside.  He  said 
that  amendment  would  “present  a 
terrible  difficulty  and  be  a  challenge  to 
our  loyalty  to  the  ecumenical 
movement.” 

The  amendment  was  defeated  by  a 
narrow  vote  of  306  against,  278  for  and  35 


abstaining.  The  vote  brought  an 
anguished  response  from  a  black  South 
African  Methodist,  Simon  Prins.  “We  are 
all  aware  of  the  issue  in  Afghanistan; 
how  are  we  going  to  be  satisfied  by  a 
statement  like  this?"  he  said. 

Many  delegates  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  outcome;  142  abstained  from  voting 
on  it.  but  the  resolution  was  approved  by 
479  delegates. 

The  resolution  supports  initiatives 
taken  by  the  secretary  general  of  the 
United  Nations  for  resolving  the  conflict 
in  Afghanistan.  In  summary,  the  U.N. 
initiative  seeks:  an  end  to  the  supply  of 
arms  to  opposition  groups  from  the 
outside;  creation  of  a  favorable  climate 
for  the  return  of  the  refugees;  guarantee 
of  the  settlement  by  the  U.S.S.R.,  the 
United  States,  the  People's  Republic  of 
China  and  Pakistan;  and  the  withdrawal 
of  Soviet  troops  in  the  context  of  an 
overall  political  settlement,  including 
agreement  between  Afghanistan  and  the 
US.S.R. 

Several  observers  noted  that  the 
Afghanistan  issue  illustrates  the  WCC’s 
principle  of  going  only  as  far  on  an  issue 

“  We  are  all  aware  of 
the  issue  in  Afghani¬ 
stan ;  how  are  we  going 
to  be  satisfied  by  a 
statement  like  this?” 

as  the  majority  of  member  churches  in 
the  affected  area  are  willing  to  go. 

In  contrast  to  the  Soviet  and  Eastern 
bloc  delegates  who  showed  limited 
willingness  to  engage  in  public 
denunciations  of  their  governments’ 
actions,  delegates  from  Western 
churches  were  openly  critical  of  their 
governments  and  quite  willing  for  WCC 
to  condemn  their  governments’  activities. 

The  net  effect  is  that  WCC  statements 
regarding  public  policy  issues  never  are 
“balanced.” 

Increasing  openness  and  uneasiness 
about  this  situation  was  evident  among 
the  delegates  at  Vancouver. 

As  Herr  Johannes  Dede  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  put  it. 


“The  WCC  should  not  adopt  any 
statement  if  it  is  not  convincing;  our 
statements  have  to  be  credible.  ’ 

At  another  point  in  the  debate.  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong  cf 
the  U  S.  said,  "I  believe  it  is  imperative 
we  not  vote  as  an  extension  of  the  United 
Nations,  but  as  member  bodies  of  the 
WCC.  whose  Lord  is  Jesus  Christ." 

Nicaragua  focus  of  assembly 

Whereas  El  Salvador  has  long  been  the 
focus  of  church  statements,  the  focus 
shifted  to  Nicaragua  and  Guatemala  in  a 
statement  adopted  on  Central  America. 
The  WCC  Assembly  commends 
Nicaraguan  Christians  for  participating 
in  the  life-affirming  achievements  and 
building  up  of  their  country  since  the  1979 
revolution.  It  also  commends  U.S. 
churches  for  condemming  military 
intervention  by  the  United  States,  covert 
or  overt,  or  by  any  other  government,  in 
Latin  America  and  urges  Christians 
worldwide  to  press  the  U.S.  to  reverse 
its  military  policies  in  the  region. 

The  WCC  resolution  calls  upon  the 
government  of  Guatemala  to  cease  its 
policy  of  exterminating  the  native 
indigenous  population,  encourages  the 
government  of  Nicaragua  in  the 
“process  of  reconciliation"  between 
Nicaraguan  minorities,  such  as  the 
Miskito  Indians,  and  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  majority,  and  urges  the 
government  of  El  Salvador  to  enter 
dialogue  with  its  opposition  to  bring 
peace  to  the  country. 

Human  rights  intensified 

Building  upon  the  1975  assembly’s 
concern  for  human  rights,  this  assembly 
strengthened  WCC  policy  in  the  area  of 
religious  persecution  and  added  migrant 
workers  and  outcasts  to  its  arena  of 
concern. 

Churches  in  all  nations  are  urged  to 
identify  and  denounce  "gross  violations 
of  religious  freedom  and  extend  moral 
and  material  assistance  to  those  who 
suffer  oppression  and  even  persecution 
because  of  their  religious  beliefs  and 
practices." 

The  statement  appeals  to  the  churches 
to  dedicate  themselves  with  renewed 


vigor  to  raising  the  consciousness  of 
people  concerning  their  profound 
responsibility  for  the  implementation  of 
human  rights. 

Southern  Africa 

The  WCC  reiterated  its  conviction  that 
apartheid  (forced  racial  separation)  is 
condemned  by  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  that  "any  theology  which  supports  or 
condones  it  is  heretical.  ” 

The  statement:  (1)  calls  on  member 
churches  to  intensify  their  witness 
against  apartheid;  (2)  condemns  the 
“independence"  policy  of  forcibly 
resettling  blacks  as  divisive  and 
destructive;  (3)  condemns  new  South 
African  constitutional  proposals  as 
fraudulent  and  racist;  (4)  commends  the 
South  African  Council  of  Churches;  (5) 
deplores  and  condemns  attacks  on 
neighboring  countries  and  efforts  at 
destabilization  by  the  South  African 
government;  (6)  calls  on  member 
churches  to  disengage  from  institutions 
economically  engaged  in  South  Africa; 
(7)  calls  for  sanctions  and  establishment 
of  an  “effective  oil  embargo." 

Finally,  it  calls  for  all  Christian  people 
to  express  their  support  in  prayer  for  the 
oppressed  people  of  South  Africa  and  in 
“every  other  appropriate  way.” 

World  food  problems 

“The  scandal  of  hunger  calls  for  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  churches,” 
the  WCC  statement  says.  Efforts  in 
meeting  food  emergencies,  education  on 
food  problems  and  the  causes  of  hunger, 
agricultural  research,  support  for 
farmers  and  landless  rural  workers  were 
urged. 

The  WCC  statement  denounces  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  policies 
which  result  in  the  reduction  of  food 
available  to  the  poor  and  calls  for 
investigating  the  uses  of  church  funds 
and  lands  to  insure  that  they  support 
agricultural  and  rural  development. 

The  WCC  gave  its  support  to  the 
Pacific  Conference  of  Churches  in  its 
approach  to  the  struggles  of  the  area  for 
economic  independence  and  freedom 
from  nuclear  weapons  testing  and 
wastes. 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  Delegates  from  the  Orthodox  churches,  here 
participating  in  an  Orthodox  liturgy,  represented  about  22  percent  of  the 
delegates  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  Assembly  here.  Increased 

Long-time  WCC  watcher  analyzes 


understanding  of  this  major  section  of  the  world  Christian  community  was 
fostered  as  delegates  participated  in  the  worship  service  led  by  the 
Orthodox.  wcc  photo 


Reports  revealed  inexperience 


Reporter  Staff  Special  ' 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  The  Sixth 
Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  held  both  “encouragements" 
and  “disappointments”  for  a  long-time 
participant  and  observer  of  the 
organization. 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  applauded  the 
“vigorous  ecumenical  spirit"  manifest 
here.  He  believes  it  was  because  of  all  the 
“ecumenical  newcomers  who  came  with 
wide-eyed  hope  and  enthusiasm." 

“Nowhere  else  does  one  so  fully  see 
there  is  no  East,  or  West,  or  North,  or 
South  in  Christ  Jesus,"  he  noted  of  the 


WCC’s  many  consultations  held  since  1975. 

Dr.  Nelson  added  his  appreciation  for 
the  “outstanding  worship  services”  and 
the  liturgy  developed  from  the 
Baptism,  Eucharist,  and  Ministry" 
agreements.  “I  have  never  seen  a  more 
perfect  integration  of  text,  tradition  and 
music  in  a  liturgy;  that  has  made  a 
mark,"  he  said. 

He  also  gave  high  marks  to  the 
‘extended  diversity"  of  the  assembly  in 
both  numbers  and  nature:  “More 
churches  represented  and  new  churches 
coming  into  existence  from  former 
mission  areas  —  especially  the  Pacific  — 
and  more  evangelical  church 
participation"  were  noted. 


if  there  had  more  emphasis  on  the 
programmatic  future  of  the  WCC  and 
clear  connections  between  the  Issue 
Group  reports,  the  theme,  and  future 
guidelines  for  WCC  units 
This  assembly  did  something  no 
previous  assembly  had  tried  in  not 
directly  correlating  the  sections  with  the 
work  of  a  WCC  unit.  Instead,  Issue 
Groups  explored  issue  areas,  some  of 
which  could  be  roughly  correlated  with 
the  work  of  three  or  four  units.  Dr. 
Nelson  said  the  program  guidelines 
committee  and  the  new  Central 


Committee  would  have  to  sort  out  the 
recommendations  as  they  applied  to 
given  units  of  the  WCC. 

But,  overall,  “This  is  the  way  massive, 
representative  assemblies  are  doomed  to 
work,"  he  said.  “This  does  not 
discourage  me;  we  lumber  and  lurch 
along  —  often  inadequately  —  but  we 
keep  working  at  unity.  We  do  much  the 
same  sort  of  thing  during  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conferences;  here  it  is 
simply  more  complicated  by  differences 
of  language  and  culture." 

-  SHARON  MIELKE 


Charles  W.  Ferguson 
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‘‘Nowhere  else  does  one  so  fully  see  there  is  no 
East,  or  West,  or  North,  or  South  in  Christ  Jesus.” 


WCC  assembly  which  gathers  Christian 
leaders  from  301  member  churches 
around  the  globe.  Almost  85  percent  of 
the  835  delegates  were  at  their  first 
assembly. 

Experienced  continuity  missing 

While  the  high  percentage  of 
newcomers  contributed  mightily  to  the 
assembly’s  spirit,  Dr.  Nelson  observed 
that  “We  missed  the  continuity  of 
experienced  people.  The  papers  all  were 
disappointing  with  the  exception  of  the 
Issue  Group  report  on  unity  (see  report 
on  the  Issue  Groups  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

“This  was  a  more  populist  assembly 
with  many  inexperienced  people  who  had 
no  prior  knowledge  of  WCC  treatment  of 
many  issues.  That  was  painfully  evident 
in  regard  to  the  statement  on  mission  and 
evangelism.  I  think  the  WCC  failed  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  continuity  in 
developing  what  was  otherwise  a  very 
representative  assembly.  Many  capable 
people  just  were  not  made  delegates. 
But  correlation  and  continuity  were 
"amazingly  neglected"  in  his  opinion, 
especially  persons  familiar  with  the 


But  a  key  disappointment  for  Dr. 
Nelson  was  the  failure  of  the  assembly  to 
carry  through  the  theme  —  “Jesus 
Christ,  the  life  of  the  world”  —  with 
sufficient  theological  integrity. 

He  found  the  key  speakers  invited  to 
develop  papers  on  the  theme  addressed 
“life"  in  only  a  qualitative  aspect  — 
hunger,  poverty,  oppression  without  ever 
addressing  “life"  itself,  that  which  ani¬ 
mates  us. 

"When  we  say  the  Word  became  flesh 
in  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  saying  that  all 
human  beings  owe  their  existence  to 
Jesus  Christ."  Dr.  Nelson  said  he  was 
disappointed  at  the  lack  ot  torthnght 
Christological  statements.  “Where  is  our 
distinctive  confession  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  life  of  the  world?" 

Theme,  papers  disjoined 

He  also  noted  the  “disjunction” 
between  the  treatment  of  the  theme  and 
the  writing  of  the  issue  papers.  "There 
appeared  to  be  no  deliberate 
correlation,"  he  said,  although  many 
documents  were  given  more  such 
correlation  in  the  plenary  sessions. 

He  said  he  would  have  been  "happier" 
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UM  bishops 
open  query 
of  councils 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  —  A  special 
committee  of  nine  United  Methodist 
bishops  has  begun  reviewing  allegations 
against  the  National  and  World  Councils 
of  Churches  and  some  UM  general 
agencies. 

The  UM  Council  of  Bishops  appointed 
the  committee  last  May  in  response  to 
widely  expressed  concerns  about  issues 
raised  by  various  news  media  in  previous 
months. 

The  committee  met  July  21-22  in 
Chicago  and  “explored  what  we 
understand  to  be  the  allegations  and 
concerns,”  says  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel, 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  episcopal 
leader  of  the  New  York  West  Area. 

“We’re  trying  to  get  in  touch  with  all 
the  criticisms  and  will  be  gathering  data 
over  the  next  several  months.” 

Assisting  them  part-time  will  be  three 
staff  persons  from  two  general  church 
councils.  The  councils  offered  help  even 
before  the  committee  was  formed, 
Bishop  Yeakel  says. 

The  three  research  staff  persons  are 
the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  Rev.  John 
Schreiber  and  Craig  Hoskins  of  the 
Genera]  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration. 

Bishop  Yeakel  says  the  bishops  have 
identified  five  work  categories  within 
which  all  allegations  seem  to  fall :  ( 1 )  the 
advisability  of  ecumenical  relationships, 
(2)  the  philosophy  of  ministry  and 
mission,  which  includes  charges  of 
Marxist  orientation,  (3)  funding, 

(4)  governance  and  accountability,  and 

(5)  personnel. 

“We  have  established  what  questions 
we  want  answered  for  ourselves  and 
have  asked  for  help  from  the  councils’ 
staffs,”  Bishop  Yeakel  says. 

He  says  the  committee  will  offer  a 
preliminary  report  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  November  and  hopes 
to  present  a  final  report  at  the  spring 
meeting  so  it  can  be  presented  to  General 
Conference  May  1-11  with  whatever  rec¬ 
ommendations  might  be  included. 

To  help  ensure  that  the  committee 
doesn’t  overlook  important  information 
and  concerns,  he  says,  the  committee 
plans  to  hold  hearings  similar  to  those  of 
congressional  committees.  Groups  and 
individuals  would  have  the  opportunity  to 
speak  then.  Such  hearings  aren’t  likely 
until  after  November,  the  bishop  says. 

Other  bishops  on  the  committee  are  L. 
Scott  Allen,  Charlotte  (N.C.)  Area; 
Edwin  C.  Boulton,  Dakotas  Area  ;  Roy  C. 
Clark,  Columbia  (S.C.)  Area;  Marjorie 
Matthews,  Wisconsin  Area;  Calvin  D. 
McConnell,  Portland  Area;  Emerito  P. 
Nacpil,  Manila  Area;  John  W.  Russell, 
Dallas-Ft.  Worth  Area,  and  Melvin  G. 
Talbert,  Seattle  Area. 


Members  share  commitment 


Band  makes  ‘joyful  noise’ 

By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


Staff  Writer 

ALBANY,  Calif.  —  Music  is  the 
ministry  of  the  “Joyful  Noise  Jazz 
Band,”  a  church-based  musical 
ensemble  from  the  Albany  and  El 
Sobrante  United  Methodist  Churches 
here. 

The  seven  band  members  share  both  a 
strong  Christian  commitment  and  a  love 
for  jazz  which  combines  to  produce  a 
unique  Christian-flavored  music. 

According  to  the  band’s  leader,  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Hilton,  the  idea  of  the  band 
emerged  two  years  ago  when  his  wife, 
the  Rev.  Virginia  Hilton,  the  pastor  of 
Albany  UMC,  was  to  preach  about  the 
“great  cloud  of  witnesses”  mentioned  in 
the  Book  of  Hebrews. 

“She  suggested  that  a  dixieland  band 
playing  ‘When  the  Saints  Go  Marching 
In’  would  add  impact  and  carry  the 
message  farther,”  Mr.  Hilton  told  the 
Reporter. 

Then  he  rounded  up  a  host  of  musicians 
from  the  congregation  to  form  a  jazz 
band. 

“I  played  the  tuba,  my  son  played  the 
trumpet,  and  our  organist  agreed  to  be 


our  pianist,”  he  continued.  “One 
member.  Bob  Parker,  volunteered  to 
take  banjo  lessons  just  to  be  a  part  of  the 
group." 

Since  its  debut  the  band  has  performed 
in  varied  settings  such  as  funerals  and 
jazz  festivals. 

The  band  has  been  a  part  of  numerous 
worship  services,  and  on  those  occasions 
the  service’s  music  is  jazz  oriented. 


“We  play  jazz  spirituals  and  hymns 
such  as  ‘The  Old  Rugged  Cross’  and  ‘Just 
a  Closer  Walk  with  Thee’  in  addition  to 
the  prelude,  postlude  and  offertory,”  Mr. 
Hilton  added. 

"We  see  ourselves  as  a  service  to  the 
church”  he  said,  “but  also  it’s  a  lot  of 
fun.” 

Noting  that  jazz  grew  out  of  the  old 
South,  Mr.  Hilton  explained  that  it  was 
initially  played  after  the  Civil  War  in 


churches  that  used  band  instruments  left 
from  the  war  because  they  could  not 
afford  pianos. 

“I  felt  that  it  was  a  loss  that  jazz  was 
no  longer  played  in  the  churches”  he 
said,  “and  I’m  glad  to  be  reviving  it.” 

“The  Joyful  Noise  Jazz  Band” 
members’  ages  range  from  16  to  65,  and 
their  occupations  range  from  an 
engineer  to  a  college  language  professor. 


Mr.  Hilton  is  the  director  of  the  National 
Bioethics  Center,  which  encourages 
laypeople  to  discuss  social,  ethical  and 
legal  problems  raised  by  advances  in 
medicine.  He  also  instructs  courses  at 
pastors’  schools  of  continuing  education 
and  publishes  the  “Bioethics 
Newsletter." 

“Jazz  has  notes  of  joy  and  sadness  in 
it,"  concluded  Mr.  Hilton.  “Our  goal  is  to 
leave  our  audiences  with  the  joy.” 


‘Jazz  has  notes  of  joy  and  sadness  .  .  . 
Our  goal  is  to  leave  our  audiences 
with  the  joy.  ’ 


ALBANY,  Calif.  —  Members  of  the  “Joyful  Noise  Jazz  Band”  are  front  row  from  left,  Tom  Camm,  Bob  Parker; 
second  row  from  left,  Paul  Hilton,  Bruce  Hilton.  Bill  Slessinger,  Joe  Stanley  and  Doug  Franks.  Not  pictured,  Svante 
Rodegard. 


Pacific  Christians  ask  for  action 


Radiation  health  problems  plague  islanders 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  Pacific  Island 
Christians  gave  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  here  a  taste  of  “coconut 
theology”  along  with  an  introduction  to 
their  problems  with  radiation  residues 
and  missile  testing. 

“We  are  a  small  shoal  of  small  fish  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean,"  said  Bishop  Leslie 
Boseto  of  the  United  Church  in  Papua 
New  Guinea  and  the  Solomon  Islands.  He 
said  they  are  being  chased  by  some  “big 
sharks”:  nuclear  power,  transnational 
corporations,  new  religious  movements, 
international  legal  problems  and 
poverty. 

He  said  the  Pacific  churches  continue 
to  need  material  and  special  resources 
from  other  churches  but  they  do  not  want 
more  religious  movements  introduced 
because  they  are  “disruptive.  ” 

The  churches  of  the  Pacific  are  also 
developing  a  “Pacific”  theology.  The 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Tonga  said,  “Before  we  believed  what 
the  missionaries  believed.”  But  now, 
said  the  Rev.  Sione  Amanaki  Havea,  “we 
want  to  see  Christ  as  brown-eyed  and  as 
one  of  us." 

‘Body  and  blood’  in  coconut 

Holding  up  a  coconut,  Dr.  Havea  said, 
“Before  it  was  wheat  and  grapes,  bread 
and  wine,  but  today  it  is  the  coconut” 
that  represents  the  bread  and  wine  in  one 
plant,  “just  as  Jesus  Christ  offered  his 
body  and  shed  his  blood  from  himself.” 

A  gripping  account  was  given  by 
Darlene  Keju-Johnson,  who  has  studied 
health  problems  growing  out  of  residual 
radiation  in  the  Marshall  Islands  from 
atom  bomb  testing.  She  said  she  doesn't 
know  if  she  should  risk  having  children 
because  of  the  deformed  and  retarded 
babies  produced  by  some  women 
contaminated  during  the  ’50s  tests. 


“The  Marshallese  describe  these 
babies  as  ‘jelly  fish,’  ”  she  said.  “The 
baby  is  born  and  it  breathes  and  moves 
up  and  down,  but  it  is  not  shaped  like  a 
human  being.  It  looks  like  a  bag  of  jelly. 
These  babies  live  for  only  a  few  hours. 
Sometimes,  babies  are  born  with 
growths  like  horns  on  their  heads,  while 
others  have  six  fingers  or  toes. 

“We  are  the  victims  of  the  nuclear  age. 
I  don’t  understand  why  our  islands  have 
to  be  used  as  the  dumping  grounds.  We 
have  done  nothing  to  destroy  this 
environment.  We  ask  the  professionals 
why,  if  it  is  so  safe,  they  don’t  put  it  in 
their  own  back  yards? 

Not  enough  medical  treatment 

She  said  the  lack  of  medical  treatment 
compounds  the  problems.  “In  30  years 
the  U.S.  scientists  have  never  provided 
the  Marshallese  with  personal  medical 
records  or  tried  to  explain  their  health 
problems  (related  to  radiation)  to 
them,"  she  said. 

The  Pacific  Island  Council  of  Churches 
asked  the  World  Council  to  send  a  small 
delegation  to  investigate  this  concern.  A 
team  of  four,  including  an  expert  on 
radiation,  visited  in  late  May  and  gave 
its  report  to  the  WCC  assembly. 

The  team  confirmed  much  of  what  Ms. 
Johnson  reported:  “This  situation  must 
be  seen  as  one  of  the  many  tragic  effects 
of  the  arms  race  ...  the  lives  of  all 
Marshallese  have  been  radically 
altered.” 

The  team  said  some  books  had  been 
written  to  educate  the  Marshallese  about 
the  effects  on  human  health  of 
radioactive  contamination,  “but  most 
Marshallese  simply  cannot  understand 
the  text.” 

Also  the  team  found  that  the  U.S. 
government’s  treatment  of  radiation- 
induced  health  problems  is  very 
narrowly  focused,  mainly  to  the  most 


Bicentennial  minute 

On  Aug.  29,  1810,  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  Annual 
Conference  in  Maine  was  held  in  the  small  village  of 
Readfield.  Jesse  Lee  and  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  were  the 
preachers  of  the  Conference.  Ten  preachers  under 
appointment  were  present.  Although  many  people  came  to 
hear  the  Gospel  preached,  Mr.  Lee  observed,  "Several  came 
in  their  carts,  with  cakes,  etc.,  to  sell.  No  one  interrupted  us 
in  the  meeting  house,  but  many  were  walking  to  and  fro, 
and  paid  no  attention  to  the  meeting." 


heavily  exposed  due  to  fallout  from  the 
Bravo  test. 

Inadequate  health  care  is  everywhere 
obvious  “even  to  the  casual  observer.” 


some  concessions  but  it  also  worsened 
relationships  between  the  military  and 
the  islanders,  the  WCC  delegation 
reported. 


Cleanup  called  ‘too  expensive’ 

Cleanup  of  the  Bikini  atoll  has  been 
declared  “too  expensive,”  while  a 
serious  cleanup  is  in  progress  at 
Enewetok  at  a  cost  of  $218  million. 

The  Marshallese  say,  the  team 
reported,  that  the  U.S.  has  money  for  the 
MX  missile  —  recently  tested  at  the 
Kwajalein  Missile  Range  also  in  the 
island  territory  —  so  why  not  for  cleanup 
of  Bikini? 

More  than  1,000  people  sailed  from  the 
crowded  island  of  Ebeye  in  1982  to 
reclaim  11  of  the  islands  they  had  been 
denied  for  30  years.  This  operation  brought 


While  most  of  the  anguish  is  directed 
toward  the  U.S.,  France  has  exploded 
more  than  250  nuclear  devices  in  the  area 
since  1945,  and  the  U.S.S.R.  has  nuclear 
submarines  in  the  waters. 

“We  want  Western  powers  to  respect 
the  Law  of  the  Sea,"  said  Bishop  Jabez  L. 
Bryce,  chairman  of  the  Pacific  Council  of 
Churches.  “We  would  like  to  ask  WCC 
delegates  to  ask  their  governments  to  do 
something  and  to  speak  out  on  their 
behalf.” 

The  WCC  delegation  said  the  churches 
could  play  a  constructive  role, 
particularly  in  raising  value  questions. 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  Pacific  island  Christians  presented  their  version 
of  “coconut  theology”  along  with  pleas  for  an  end  to  nuclear  testing  in  their 
areas  during  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  meeting  here.  wee  photo 


the  church  today 

The  council’s  secretary,  the  Rev) 
Hoover  Rupert,  retired  recently  from  a 
Michigan  pastorate  and  has  been 
appointed  adjunct  professor  in  the 
university’s  department  of  religion. 

SMU  promotes  seven  as 
‘distinguished  professors” 

DALLAS  —  Seven  Southern  Methodist 
University  faculty  members  have  been 
appointed  to  the  newly-created  category 
of  University  Distinguished  Professors. 
Selected  guidelines  stipulated  that  the 
professors  be  “outstanding  teachers/ 
scholars  who  meet  the  most  rigorous 
scrutiny  of  academic  achievement.” 

The  seven  are  Barbara  G.  Anderson, 
professor  of  anthropology;  Robert 
Anderson,  professor  of  organ  and  sacred 
music;  Alan  Bromberg,  professor  of 
law;  Alessandra  Comini,  professor  of  art 
history;  Victor  P.  Furnish,  professor  of 
New  Testament,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology;  Schubert  M.  Ogden,  professor 
of  theology  at  Perkins;  and  Donald  B. 
Owen,  professor  of  statistics. 

Evangelism  leaders 
schedule  1984  congress 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Nearly  2,000 
United  Methodist  evangelism  leaders 
are  expected  to  attend  the  biennial  Con¬ 
gress  on  Evangelism  in  Orlando,  Fla., 
Jan.  9-12, 1984. 

The  theme  of  the  meeting  is  “The 
World  is  Still  our  Parish:  Looking 
Forward  After  200  Years  of  American 
Methodism.”  The  congress  is  sponsored 
by  the  Council  on  Evangelism,  an 
affiliate  of  the  General  Board  Of 
Discipleship  and  by  the  board’s  section 
on  evangelism. 

Historic  ‘village’  church 
gets  restoration  support 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  historic  124- 
year'  old  Washington  Square  UMC  in 
Greenwich  Village  here  has  started  a 
major,  celebrity-supported  restoration 
program. 

A  committee  of  sponsors  is  co-chaired 
by  actress  Jane  Fonda,  singer  Henry 
Belafonte,  politician  and  feminist  Bella 
Abzug  and  author  Grace  Paley. 

Designed  by  Gamaliel  King  in  the 
Romanesque  Revival  style  popular  in 
1840-1860,  the  church  requires  extensive 
repairs  to  its  south  facade. 

Street  re-named 
for  Bishop  Thomas 

SUMTER,  S.C.  (UMNS)  -  A  local 
United  Methodist  church  recently  paid 
tribute  to  a  native  son  —  East  Ohio  Area 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  —  during  a 
week-long  celebration  at  the  bishop’s 
home  church. 

Members  of  Emmanuel  UMC  here,  led 
by  the  Rev.  Willis  T.  Goodwin,  ended  a 
week  of  celebration  services  with  a 
community-wide  barbecue  on  July  4 
during  which  the  street  where  the  church 
is  located  was  renamed  “Bishop  James 
S.  Thomas  Square.” 

Educator  advocates  t 
appointment  sincerity 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
Appointment  of  clergy  across  racial  lines 
is  a  test  of  the  sincerity  of  United 
Methodist  “commitment  to  a  truly 
inclusive  fellowship,”  a  prominent 
Southern  educator  said  here  recently. 

The  stated  policy  of  open  itineracy  in 
“The  Book  of  Discipline”  challenges  our 
commitment  to  practice  the  ideal  of 
Christian  brotherhood,”  President  Terry 
Sanford  of  Duke  University  told  about  400 
persons  attending  a  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction  convocation  on  ethnic  minority 
local  churches. 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  P.0. 
Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 


CLASS 

IFIED  i 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PASTORAL  CARE  Non-profit  health 
care  facility  in  Nassau  County.  N.Y.,  is  seeking  an 
ordained  clergyperson  to  head  a  unique  spiritual 
program  for  the  aged.  An  advanced  degree  and  at 
least  five  years  experience,  or  the  equivalent,  in  a 
geriatric  setting  are  prerequisites.  Compensation  to 
include  salary,  living  accommodations,  and  liberal 
benefit  package.  Send  dossier  in  confidence  to:  Mrs, 
Candace  Kiernan,  378  Syosset-Woodbury  Road, 
Woodbury,  NY  11797.  ! 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  DEPARTS  HOUSTON 
December  23-December  31,  1983.  Call  or  write  Lynn 
and  Louise  Maxwell,  2206  Cobble  Creek,  Houston, 
TX  77073  (  713  >  443-2127. 

ADMINISTRATOR-WESLEY  VILLAGE,  A  NON¬ 
PROFIT,  United  Methodist  Homes  for  the  Aging  of 
the  Wyoming  Conference  facility  located  in  Pittston, 
Penn,  seeks  licensed  Pennsylvania  administrator  or 
ability  to  obtain  Pennsylvania  licensure  for  its  118 
SNF,  59  ICF,  22  Personal  Care,  and  92  Apartments 
program.  Candidates  must  have  a  minimum  of  B.S. 
degree  in  Health  Care  or  related  field,  five  years 
proven  management  experience,  including  budget¬ 
ing,  personnel  and  Board.  Send  Resume  and  salary 
requirements  to  Keith  D.  Chadwick,  Executive 
Director,  285  Deyo  Hill  Road,  Johnson  City.  NY 
13790.  Resumes  accepted  until  Friday,  August  19. 
1983. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  ORGANIST  is  needed. 
Contact  Senior  Minister,  Epworth  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  518,  Chickasha,  OK  73023. 

ORDAINED  ELDER  has  directed  religious 
education,  youth  work,  community  theatre, 
children's  theatre,  swing  choirs,  children's  choirs, 
family  recreation,  chancel  drama,  vacation  church 
schools.  Professor  wants  to  return  to  local  church. 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  DM.  Dallas,  TX  75222. 

RAPIDLY-GROWING  AREA  needs  MINISTER  ol 

EVANGELISM.  Beautiful  S.W.  Florida 
Enthusiastic  newly-retired  pastor.  Part-time 
position,  preat  potential  for  continued  growth.  Send 
resume  to  Leslie  E.Rabb,  Sr.  Pastor;  Cape  Coral 
First  Unifed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  549,  Cape 
Coral,  FL  33910.  j 

OUTSTANDING  GROUP  PACKAGE!  Stay  at 

Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt.  1,  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.,  and  see  the  Great  Passion  Play 
( thru  Oct.)  for  only  $18  each,  including  tickets,  lodg¬ 
ing,  swimming  &  meals!  Call  501/253-8418. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED.  Opening  available 
September  1.  Position  Is  part-time.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  374,  McKinney.  TX 75069. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  Youth 
director  wanted.  Also  Pastor's  assistant.  Active 
program.  Rapidly  growing  church  in  suburban  area 
Salaries  negotiable.  Contact  H.  W.  Kirtley, 
Community  UMC,  Casselberry,  FL  (305)  831-3777. 

CREATIVE  LEADERSHIP  SOUGHT  for  youth  and 
young  adults  in  2,500  member  church.  Potential 
unlimited.  Salary  negotiable.  Westcliff  UMC,  4833 
Selkirk,  Ft.  Worth,  TX 76109.  Phone  (817  )  921-5224. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  For  an  800  member  suburban 
church  on  Florida's  suncoast.  Experience  preferred 
for  this  tremendous  opportunity  to  take  the  initiative 
in  work  with  all  ages.  Resume  to:  Clark  Pickett,  845 
87th  Avenue,  North:  St.  Pete.,  FL  33702. 
Immediately.  (813)  576-3919. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  -  Part-time. 
Dripping  Springs  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dripping  Springs,  TX.  Dripping  Springs  phone  »858- 
4333,  Austin,  s 448-5337  for  more  information.  j 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  Transco  Tower, 
Suite  1830.  P.O.  Box  1396,  Houston,  Texas  77251. 
Telephone  (713)  439-4072.  ; 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelical 
magazine  for  United  Methodists.  Inspiring  features. 
Moving  editorials.  Scripturally  sound.  Send  $7  for 
one  year  (six  issues)  to  Good  News,  Wilmore,  KY 
40390. 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  CHURCH'S  HISTORY! 
Publish  it.  Celebrate  its  anniversary.  Free  brochure, 
estimates.  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories.  Sanders  Printing,  Box  160-MI, 
Garretson,  SD 57030.  (605)  594-3427.  || 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by 
F.D.I.C.  Return  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  above  the 
prevailing  market.  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000.  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000. 
Maximum  Length:  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact:  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson,  Westview 
National  Bank,  Box  7554,  Waco,  TX  76714  or  Rev. 
Richard  M.  Freeman,  Box  7736,  Waco,  TX  76714-7736. 

PREGNANT?  NEED  A  PLACE  TO  STAY  while 
awaiting  the  birth?  Licensed  Methodist  Church 
agency  has  couples  prepared  to  adopt  your  child.  All 
expenses  (medical,  legal,  and  room  and  board)  are 
paid.  Call  1-405-528-1906. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  POSITION  of 
Director  of  Christian  Education  with  accent  on 
youth.  Applications  taken  until  September  1,  First 
UMC.  P.O.  Box  438,  Lamesa,  TX  79331.  (806  )  872- 
5409. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 
MINISTRIES,  Belle  Meade  UMC,  Nashville,  TN 
37205.  Send  resume  to  Rev  Kenneth  Fansler.  Call 
(615)  352-6210.  1 

Late  trustee’s  estate 
gives  school  $1  million 

JACKSONVILLE,  Tex.  -  Lon  Morris 
College’s  permanent  endowment  fund 
has  received  $1  million  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Paul  H.  Pewitt. 

Mr.  Pewitt  was  a  rancher  and  oil  man 
at  Glen  Rose  who  served  for  many  years 
on  the  Lon  Morris  board  of  trustees. 
When  the  distribution  is  completed, 
about  $3.5  million  will  come  to  Lon 
Morris  in  total. 

Mr.  Pewitt  had  been  a  generous 
supporter  of  the  UM-related  school 
through  the  years.  The  campus  has  both 
a  Paul  Pewitt  chair-of  physics  and  a  Paul 
Pewitt  science  building. 

Pensions  board  reports 
$1.4  billion  market  value 

STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  Funds 
managed  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions  have  risen  to 
a  new  record  high,  officials  announced 
here  recently. 

Gerald  K.  Hornung,  general  secretary, 
said  that  as  of  May  31,  funds  managed  by 
the  30-member  board  had  a  market  value 
of  $1,404,339,000. 

Computer  system  helps 
agency  reduce  expenses 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  here  reduced 
energy  consumption  in  its  building  by  47 
percent  in  the  1983  fiscal  year,  thanks  to 
the  installation  of  a  computerized  control 
system. 

Peggy  West,  associate  general 
secretary  for  production  and 
distribution,  said  the  system,  installed  in 
April  1982,  saved  $22,697.30  in  fuel  costs 
over  the  previous  year.  The  savings,  she 
noted,  “have  more  than  paid  for  the 
energy  management  system.” 

35  receive  awards 
for  work  in  evangelism 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Awards  for 
outstanding  work  in  evangelism  were 
presented  recently  to  35  United  Method¬ 
ist  laypersons  and  clergy  by  17  annual 
conferences. 

Eighteen  lay  members  and  17  clergy- 
persons  received  the  Denman  Evangel¬ 
ism  Award  this  summer,  given  by  the 
Nashville-based  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism. 

The  award  is  named  for  the  late  Harry 
Denman,  chief  executive  of  the  former 
Board  of  Evangelism,  forerunner  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Considered  a  stellar  evan¬ 
gelist  in  his  own  right,  Dr.  Denman  estab¬ 
lished  the  foundation  in  1949.  The  Den¬ 
man  award  was  first  presented  in  1980. 

Interfaith  service 
to  precede  march 

NEW  YORK  —  An  interfaith  service  on 
the  eve  of  the  Aug  27  March  on 
Washington  is  one  activity  being  planned 
by  a  coalition  of  religious  groups 
coordinated  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  interfaith  service  is  scheduled  for 
Aug.  26  from  7  to  9  p.m.  in  Metropolitan 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Washington.  Participating  in  the  service 
will  be  Catholics,  Jews,  Muslims  and 
members  of  the  NCCC  denominations. 
Speakers  at  the  service  will  represent  the 
concerns  of  women,  blacks,  whites,  and 
international  issues. 

The  organizers  say  the  march  is  “A 
Call  to  the  Nation”  for  jobs,  peace,  and 
freedom.  It  comes  on  the  20th 
anniversary  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King’s 
historic  “I  Have  a  Dream”  speech 
delivered  during  the  1963  March  on 
Washington. 

Judicial  Council 
offices  to  move 

LAKELAND,  Fla.  -  Offices  of  the  UM 
Judicial  Council,  the  denomination’s 
“supreme  court,”  will  move  to  the 
Florida  Southern  University  campus 
here  effective  Sept.  1. 
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Yolanda  Robertson  L.  Patterson  Culligan 

Robertson  and  Culligan  to  Help 
Direct  National  Youth  Program 


More  than  300  United  Methodist  teens 
and  adult  leaders,  meeting  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  chose  “Spiritual  Life”  as  their 
four-year  priority  and  urged  annual 
conferences  and  jurisdictions  to  bring 
groups  of  young  people  together 
regularly  to  foster  their  spiritual  growth. 

As  delegates  to  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  (N.Y.M.O.)  met 
August  1-6,  to  discuss  social  issues  from 
Central  America  crises  to  abortion 
rights,  they  agreed  throughout  that  a 
responsible  ministry  to  the  world 
depends  upon  a  firm  theological 
foundation  and  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Spiritual  Life  priority  was 
chosen  from  a  list  of  ten  possible 
emphases.  The  push  for  the  spiritual  life 
emphasis  was  strong  from  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  delegates,  (of  which  the 
Louisiana  Conference  is  a  part),  who  are 
planning  a  national  rally  for  youth  in 
August  of  1984. 

Yolanda  Robertson,  a  junior  in  high 
school  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team, 
received  the  distinguished  honor  of 
representing  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  as  a  youth-at-large  to  the 
N.Y.M.O.  steering  committee.  She  will 
serve  as  an  official  delegate  from  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  until  the  N.Y.M.O. 
Convocation  of  1985,  scheduled  to  be  held 
in  Denver,  Colorado.  In  a  steering 
committee  meeting,  held  two  days 


immediately  following  the  Convocation, 
Miss  Robertson  was  elected  by  the 
committee  to  be  the  new  vice¬ 
chairperson  for  1983-84. 

Also  attending  N.Y.M.O.  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  was  Rev. 
Patterson  Culligan,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 
In  an  election  determined  by  youth  and 
adult  representatives  from  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  Rev.  Culligan  was 
elected  as  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Adult  representative  to  the  steering 
committee.  His  term  of  representation 
will  include  the  remainder  of  1983,  1984, 
and  until  the  Convocation  of  1985.  He  was 
also  named  as  a  member  of  the  N.Y.M.O. 
legislative  committee,  which  will  be 
involved  in  presenting  legislation 
passsed  at  the  N.Y.M.O.  Convocation  to 
the  General  Conference  of  1984.  In 
addition,  he  was  appointed  as  a  member 
onhe  “Peace  With  Justice  Priority” 
Standing  Committee. 

As  a  result  of  Rev.  Culligan’s  election 
to  the  steering  committee,  he  will  act  as 
the  adult  representative  of  N.Y.M.O.  to 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  keeping 
the  Jurisdiction  informed  of  national 
priorities  and  emphases  as  they  concern 
youth.  He  will  also  serve  as  a  member  of 
the  Jurisdictional  Youth  Team  and  will 
be  an  adult  member  of  “The  Great 
Spiritual  Life  Rally  1984”  steering 
committee. 


FUTURE  SITE  OF 
CARLYSS  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 
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Pictured  above  at  the  future  site  of  the  Carlyss  United  Methodist  Church  are  Rev. 
W.D.  Poole  (left)  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Moye  (right). 


1000  Club  To  Help  Fund 
New  Church  In  Carlyss  Area 


The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  has 
chosen  the  new  church  in  the  Carlyss 
area  as  the  recipient  for  all  three  calls 
for  the  1983-1984  year. 

Through  the  generosity  of  a  Sulphur 
layman  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Herbert  Moye,  and  the  foresight  of  the 
Century  III  program,  land  has  been 
donated  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  for 
future  development  as  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  site  location  is  on 
major  State  Highway  27  and  very  close  to 
access  roads  which  serve  heavily 
populated  areas. 

Dr.  Tex  Samples  has  inspected  and 
described  it  as  an  ideal  location  for  a  new 
church.  The  three-and-a-half  acre  site  is 

A  Happy  Fact 

Many  people  have  been  asking 
questions  about  the  after  effects  of  the 
Reader’s  Digest/60  Minutes  reports.  At 
present,  the  General  Council  of  Finance 
and  Administration  of  the  UMC  reports  a 
2.38%  increase  in  over-all  giving 
compared  to  this  time  last  year.  This 
points  out  that  people  are  not  deserting 
the  good  causes  of  the  church  in  caring, 
feeding,  clothing,  and  educating  the 
needy. 

—William  C.  Blakely,  NOH  UpDate 


extremely  visible  from  the  highway.  The 
Carlyss  area  is  a  growing  residential 
section  of  Southwest  Louisiana, 
approximately  4  miles  south  of  Sulphur. 

The  initial  plans  for  the  building 
consist  of  a  two-phase  program,  with  the 
first  phase  construction  of  a  “Family 
Life  Center.”  Worship  services  would  be 
held  here  until  the  separate  sanctuary 
could  be  constructed. 

The  pastors  of  Henning  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  as  well  as 
several  lay  members,  have  expressed  an 
interest  in  sponsoring  the  new 
congregation.  Rev.  Potter  and  Rev. 
Poole  would  be  willing  to  share  in 
preaching  and  conducting  worship 
services.  Several  members  have  pledged 
to  help  start  the  church  by  sharing  in 
leadership  and  teaching  responsibilities. 

Chris  Blanchard  is  the  District  Lay 
Leader  and  1000  Club  Director  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District.  Woody  Atkinson 
is  Conference  Chairman  of  The  1000  Club. 

Death 

Mr.  Fred  Welch,  mother  of  Rev.  Carlos 
Welch,  Missionary  to  India,  died  August 
3.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  her  son, 
Carlos,  on  Saturday,  August  6  at 
Natchitoches. 


Court  Order  Requiring  Student 
Religious  Groups  Challenged 


Pictured  above  (left  to  right)  preparing  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Women  are:  Nell  Read.  Conference  President:  Helen  Brock,  Chairperson;  Janelle 
McCammon,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  President;  and  Ardessie  Prophet.  Vice- 
Chairperson. 

Annual  Meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Women  To  Be  Held  In  Baton  Rouge 


Washington,  D.C.  —  A  public  high 
school  is  not  an  “open  forum”  where 
student  religious  groups  are  free  to  meet 
on  the  same  basis  as  other  student 
organizations,  according  to  a  legal  brief 
filed  recently  by  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State. 

The  religious  liberty  organization 
urged  the  U.  S.  3rd  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  to  overturn  the  Bender  v. 
Williamsport  School  District  decision 
allowing  such  meetings. 

In  that  case,  a  federal  district  court 
ordered  a  local  high  school  to  include  a 
student  religious  group  as  a  part  of  a  bi¬ 
weekly  student  activity  period.  The 
district  judge  held  that  the  high  school 
had  created  a  limited  public  forum 
(similar  to  a  public  university)  and  could 
not  prohibit  some  student  meetings 
based  on  their  religious  content.  The 
decision  was  founded  in  large  part  on  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  Widmar  ruling, 
allowing  student  religious  groups  on 
university  campuses. 


Julius  Jefferson 


Jefferson  Named 
New  World  Missioner 

Julius  Jefferson,  Pastor  of  Peck  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  has 
accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  participate  in  a  New  World 
Mission  to  Australia.  Julius  joins  27  other 
missioners  from  throughout  the  United 
States  who  will  converge  on  Australia  to 
lead  the  New  World  Mission  activities 
He  will  leave  September  6  for  the  Synod 
of  Western  Australia  where  he  will  lead 
his  first  mission  (Sept.  10-14)  in  the 
Scarborough  Parish. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Scarborough 
Mission,  Jefferson  will  move  on  to  the 
Denmark  Parish  to  conduct  a  mission 
there  during  the  week  of  September  18- 
21.  When  the  work  in  Australia  is  finished 
the  Missioners  will  head  for  Fiji  where 
they  will  preach  and  teach  for  five  days. 
On  the  return  trip  to  the  States  some  of 
the  Missioners  will  stopover  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii  for  a  few  days  before  returning 
home. 

The  New  World  Mission  is  an  exciting 
concept  in  Christian  outreach  as  the 
church  moves  in  the  ’80s.  It  is  a  person 
to-person  evangelism  program  that  aims 
at  accomplishing  the  following: 

To  openly  seek  the  allegiance  of 
persons  to  Jesus  Christ  and  the  kingdom 
of  God; 

To  proclaim  the  Lordship  of  Christ  in 
all  areas  of  life. 

To  call  the  church  in  the  United  States 
of  America  to  greater  commitment; 

To  provide  a  nationwide  opportunity 
for  Christians  from  other  lands  to  make 
their  witness  here; 

To  motivate  ministers  and 
congregations  to  seek  a  deeper 
understanding  of  our  mission  in 
evangelism;  and 

To  create  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas,  enabling  a  new  expression  of 
global  consciousness. 

The  New  World  Mission  takes  place  in 
local  churches.  It  is  more  “people- 
oriented”  than  “program-oriented.”  It  is 
an  attempt  to  relate  evangelism  to  God’s 
dream  of  a  new  world  order  —  “A  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth.” 


Americans  United  challenged  the 
judge’s  assumption,  however.  “It  would 
be  a  dangerous  precedent,”  Americans 
United  said,  “to  suggest  that  the  legal 
principles  and  concepts  applicable  to 
public  universities  should  apply  to  public 
high  schools  or  elementary  schools  .  .  . 
Unlike  a  public  university  where  young 
adults,  primarily,  are  voluntarily 
expanding  their  horizons  of  thought  from 
a  smorgasbord  of  available  sources,  the 
public  high  school  students  are, 
primarily,  minors  placed  in  the  school 
setting  under  compulsory  attendance 
laws  and  are  taught  only  that  which  the 
public  schools  determine  is  relevant  to 
their  educational  process.” 

Americans  United  warned  that  the 
open  forum”  concept  could  result  in 
proselytism  of  students  by  outside 
religious  organizations  using  students  as 
their  pawns. 

“It  is  clear  under  ‘equal  access' 
concepts  that  once  one  religious  club  is 
permitted  to  operate  within  a  school 
program,  no  constitutional  barrier  may 
be  imposed  against  permitting  other 
religious  clubs  to  function,”  Americans 
United  stated.  “The  net  effect  will  create 
within  the  public  school  facility  the 
potential  for  sectarian  competition  for 
the  minds  of  students  .  .  .  Not  only  would 
public  school  facilities  wind  up  being  a 
forum  for  mainline  religious  groups 
providing  facilities  for  voluntary 
devotional  worship,  but  Eastern  and  new 
religions  also  surely  would  seize  the 
opportunity  to  promote  their  own  brands 
of  spiritual  growth  among  those  who 
have  not  yet  reached  adulthood  and  are 
of  impressionable  age.” 


By  REV.  JAMES  L.  STOVALL, 
Executive  Director 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 

On  July  24,  four  thousand  delegates 
and  visitors  from  ninety  countries 
representing  three  hundred 
denominations  and  church  groups  came 
together  under  a  huge  white  and  yellow 
tent  in  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
Canada,  for  the  opening  session  of  the 
Sixth  Annual  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  The  majestic  words 
of  the  opening  hymn,  “All  people  that 
on  earth  do  dwell,  sing  to  the  Lord  with 
cheerful  voice,”  set  the  tone  for  the 
assembly.  The  theme  of  the  great 
assembly  was  “Jesus  Christ,  The  Life  of 
the  World.”  Archbishop  Edward  Scott, 
moderator  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Central  Committee,  enlarged 
upon  the  theme  by  saying,  “The  living 
Christ  is  among  us.  calling  us  to  unity 
and  fullness  of  life.”  The  assembly, 
which  continued  for  two  and  one-half 
weeks,  was  composed  of  Orthodox, 
Evangelicals,  Methodists,  Baptists, 
Pentecostals,  Adventists,  including 
thirty  representatives  of  the  Orthodox 
Church  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  thirty 
appointed  observers  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  In  addition,  there  were 
invited  guests  from  the  Jewish,  Hindu, 
and  Buddhist  faiths. 

Alice  (Mrs.  Stovall)  and  I  were  excited 
and  pleased  to  be  there  as  accredited 
visitors.  During  the  seven  years  that  I 
have  served  as  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  I 
have  been  grateful  that  we  in  Louisiana 
have  a  structure  and  commitment  for 
ecumenical  ministry.  It  has  enabled  us 
from  all  denominations  in  our  state  to  do 
God’s  work  together  and  has  enabled  us 
to  share  faith  and  fellowship. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  the 
structure  and  commitment  on  a 
worldwide  basis.  Our  experience  at  the 
Sixth  Assembly  made  us  realize  that  God 
is  not  only  ecumenical  in  Louisiana,  but 
around  the  world.  The  ecumenical 
movement  is  truly  alive  and  well  in  all  of 
creation,  and  God  is  leading  the  way ! 

There  are  two  points  we  would  like  to 
emphasize  from  our  experience: 

First,  the  assembly  was  a  visible  sign 
of  unity  in  Christ.  It  manifest  great 
progress  toward  “visible  unity  in  one 
faith  and  one  eucharistic  fellowship 
expressed  in  worship  and  in  common  life 
in  Christ.” 


The  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  United 
Methodist  Women  will  be  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  September  16-17.  The 
speaker  this  year  will  be  Ruth 
Daugherty,  President  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  Other  highlights  of  this  meeting 
will  include  a  visit  to  the  Louisiana  Area 
Offices  Building;  a  session  with  the 
National  Division  Project  Directors;  in 
informal  discussion  with  Conference 


This  unity  in  faith  was  expressed  by 
considering  and  studying  the  document 
entitled  “Baptism,  Eucharist,  and 
Ministry.”  This  document  was  written  by 
120  members  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Committee  of  the  World  Council.  In 
addition,  the  committee  has  eighteen 
Roman  Catholic  theologians.  This 
document,  “Baptism,  Eucharist,  and 
Ministry”  is  a  significant  symbol  of  the 
convergence  in  faith  of  almost  all 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
churches. 

Secondly,  the  assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  was  interested  not 
just  in  the  unity  of  the  church,  but  also  in 
the  unity  of  mankind.  Unity  was  not 
regarded  as  structural  and  bureaucratic 
mergers  which  one  person  likened  to 
“rearranging  the  deck  chairs  on  the 
Titanic.”  Rather,  unity  was  seen  as  the 
dynamic  relationship  of  God’s  people 
working  together  for  peace  and  justice. 
Unity  was  understood  as  an  act  of 
obedience  in  response  to  God's 
reconciling  all  things  to  himself  through 
Christ. 

Helen  M.  Caldicott,  the  Australian 
pediatrician,  expressed  the  concern  of 
the  assembly  for  peace  in  saying, 
“Nuclear  war  is  the  single  most  urgent 
problem  facing  the  human  family  today. 
Such  a  war,  if  fought  with  only  half  the 


Alice  and  Jimmie  Stovall 


Officers;  special  music  provided  by 
choirs  of  surrounding  area  churches; 
Holy  Communion;  and  the  beginning  of 
the  celebration  of  the  Bicentennial  Era. 

Interested  registrants  are  reminded  to 
make  their  registrations  for  the  Friday 
evening  banquet  and  their  own  hotel 
reservations  before  September  1. 

Helen  Brock  of  Baton  Rouge  is 
Chairperson  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
Program,  and  Ardessie  Prophet  is  Vice- 
Chairperson. 


nuclear  arsenals  accumulated  by  the 
superpowers  in  1985  could  kill,  from  blast 
alone  within  the  first  hour,  750  million 
people  and  seriously  injure  another  350 
million  people. 

In  response  to  this  emphasis  on  peace. 
Allen  Boesak,  an  African  theologian  said, 
“In  the  Bible,  peace  and  justice  are 
never  separated.”  The  emphasis  on 
peace  and  justice  was  also  emphasized 
by  one  who  said,  “In  this  document,  the 
word  nuclear  is  used  a  number  of  times, 
but  I  don’t  even  see  the  word  hunger?  In 
my  village,  the  people  will  not 
understand  the  word  nuclear,  but  they 
know  everything  about  hunger  and 
poverty.”  Another  said,  “There  can  be 
no  peace  as  long  as  the  poor  die  from 
hunger  in  many  countries,  and  the  rich 
die  from  overeating  in  the  U.S.  and  other 
countries." 

Thus,  peace  with  justice  were  joined 
together  as  the  concern  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Assembly.  The 
marriage  of  these  two  concepts  will  be 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  major 
achievements  of  the  Sixth  World 
Assembly.  It  means  that  we  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  as  well  as  all  other 
churches,  will  understand  that  God  is 
calling  us  together  in  solidarity  with  the 
poor,  the  hurting,  the  oppressed,  and  the 
suffering,  so  that  all  persons  might 
realize  their  human  dignity  and  find 
fullness  of  life  in  Christ. 

The  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  is  now  history.  It  will 
certainly  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
great  milestones  in  the  growing  unity  of 
the  churches  of  Christ. 

It  should  cause  each  of  us  to  rejoice 
and  celebrate.  God  is  acting  in  our  time 
calling  us  to  move  forward  together  with 
Him. 

Truly,  "This  is  the  day  the  Lord  has 
made,  let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad.” 


Elementary  II  Held  At  Lake  Charles  Camp 


Pictured  above  are  36  campers  and  10  staff  persons  who  attended  the  Elementary  11 
Camp,  which  was  held  August  8-12  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  near  LeBlanc. 
The  camp  was  directed  by  Marsha  Alexander,  Director  of  Christian  Education  for 
University  United  Methodist  Church.  Lake  Charles. 


The  Ecumenical  Movement  Is  Alive  and  Well! 
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An  alternative  way  of  viewing  the 
‘imbalance’  of  WCC  resolutions 


Resolutions  approved  during  the 
recently  concluded  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  have  again 
left  that  organization  open  to  charges  of 
“imbalance”  and  an  “anti-Western” 
bias.  As  a  result,  some  American  publica¬ 
tions  such  as  The  Wall  Street  Journal 
have  concluded  anew  that  the  WCC  sup¬ 
ports  causes  that  are  “aided  and  abetted 
by  the  Kremlin  and  its  proxies.” 

We  have  no  intention  of  defending  irre¬ 
sponsible  actions.  But  there  is  another 
valid  way  of  viewing  the  WCC’s  “imbal¬ 
ance”  that  neither  defends  it  uncritically 
nor  criticizes  it  unfairly.  In  fact,  there  is 
a  strong  seldom-recognized  affirmation 
of  the  United  States  in  this  view. 

We  pondered  the  difficulty  of  helping 
our  readers  see  this  alternative  view 
after  reading  our  own  news  reports  about 
the  WCC’s  6th  assembly  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
12  and  19),  and  anticipating  the  outraged 
responses  which  could  be  expected  to 
follow. 

The  WCC  approved  what  most  would 
agree  was  a  “watered  down”  resolution 
regarding  the  situation  in  Afghanistan.  It 
made  no  mention  of  the  use  of  chemical 
weapons  or  the  illegal  occupation  of 
Afghanistan  by  Soviet  troops.  According 
to  one  observer,  the  resolution  was  stated 
in  “the  weakest  possible  language.” 

By  contrast,  resolutions  on  Central 
America,  South  Africa  and  the  Middle 
East  were  passed  which  were  strongly 
critical  of  involvements  by  the  U.S.  and 
other  Western  powers. 

Viewed  from  the  narrow  vantage  point 
of  American  economic  and  political  inter¬ 
ests.  such  an  imbalance  suggests  a  Marxist 
bias  within  the  WCC  along  with  an  unfair¬ 
ly  critical  view  of  Western  Society. 

*■  Viewed  from  a  less  narrowly  American 
perspective,  however,  another 
interpretation  of  the  WCC’s  "imbalance” 
is  equally  plausible:  What  appears  to  be 
a  one-sided  critique  of  American  society 
is  actually  a  profound,  though  unstated, 
affirmation  of  the  freedoms  of  speech 
and  religion  in  our  country. 

The  Afghanistan  resolution  illustrates 
a  principle  affecting  many  WCC 
resolutions:  that  of  going  only  as  far  in 
criticizing  any  nation’s  actions  as  the 
majority  of  the  member-church  leaders 
from  that  nation  are  willing  to  go.  The 
reason  WCC  leaders  give  for  not 
supporting  stronger  criticisms  of  the 
’  XJ.S.S.R.  is  debatable  but  important:  in 
most  of  the  Soviet  bloc  countries,  open 
‘criticism  of  government  policies  simply 
'  is  not  tolerated.  Such  criticism  can  result 
in  penalties  ranging  from  censure  to 


restrictions  on  religious  expression  to 
imprisonment. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  the  “imbalance" 
in  so  many  WCC  resolutions  is  intended 
to  be  neither  pro-Soviet  nor  anti-Ameri¬ 
can.  In  an  indirect  sense,  the  WCC’s  mild 
criticism  of  evils  perpetrated  by  the 
Soviet  Union  and  its  allies  constitutes  a 
stinging  indictment  of  the  relatively 
closed  society  and  the  restrictions  on 
human  rights  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 

The  wisdom  of  this  "imbalanced" 
approach  by  the  WCC  is  open  to  serious 
question.  On  the  one  hand,  there  is  value 
—  for  them  and  for  us  —  in  Christians 
from  Iron  Curtain  countries 
participating  in  WCC  activities.  If  the 
WCC  were  to  address  Soviet-caused 
world  problems  in  the  direct  manner  it 
critiques  U.S. -caused  world  problems, 
church  representatives  from  the  Soviet 
bloc  likely  would  be  refused  permission 
to  participate.  On  the  other  hand, .  a 
policy  of  imbalanced  and  selective 
criticism  undermines  the  WCC’s 
credibility  and  leaves  it  continually  open 
to  misunderstanding  and  attack. 

In  light  of  increasing  sensitivity  to 
world  opinion  by  Soviet  leaders,  we 
believe  the  WCC  should  risk  being  a  bit 
bolder  in  its  critique  of  Soviet  activities 
which  are  in  conflict  with  Christian 
principles.  The  fervor  of  some  debates 
and  the  closeness  of  some  votes  at  the  just- 
completed  WCC  Assembly  indicate  that 
many  WCC  delegates  share  this  belief. 

Whether  or  not  the  WCC  alters  its 
policy  of  soft-pedaling  the  sins  of  the 
U.S.S.R.,  we  hope  it  will  resist  any 
temptation  to  look  the  other  way 
regarding  actions  by  our  country  which 
are  deemed  unchristian.  The  right  to 
criticize  governmental  action  is  not  only 
a  precious  freedom,  but  a  profoundly 
important  protection  against  govern¬ 
mental  tyranny.  Life  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
would  be  immeasurably  improved  if 
citizens  there  were  free  as  we  are  to 
criticize  governmental  policies  in  light 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

While  waiting  and  praying  for  that  day 
to  come,  we  believe  it  would  be  fitting  for 
U.S.  Christians  to  spend  more  time 
giving  thanks  for  our  freedom  to  hear 
and  preach  the  gospel  without  fear  of 
reprisals,  and  less  time  fretting  about  the 
“imbalance”  of  WCC  resolutions.  If  we 
must  criticize  that  imbalance,  we  should 
do  so  in  terms  of  its  real  cause,  and  not  on 
the  unfounded  assumption  that  the  WCC 
is  inherently  pro-Marxist  and/or  anti- 
American  in  orientation. 


dire  me 

Keep  me 

oil  "T. 

burning. 

my  teMP”' 

1  pray- 
<r 

(f?4 

Q) 

If 

w 

Another  ‘view’  of  the  WCC 


If  you  have  not  read  “Baptism, 
feucharist  and  Ministry,”  you  are  not 
alone.  Most  Christians  likely  are 
unaware  of  this  relatively  obscure 
publication  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  and  its  potential  significance 
for  the  whole  church. 

But  any  time  representatives  from 
.churches  as  diverse  as  the  Southern 
Baptists,  Roman  Catholics,  United 
Methodists,  Russian  Orthodox  and 
Salvation  Army  agree  on  several  basic 
points  of  Christian  belief,  it  is  worthy  of 
;  every  Christian’s  attention. 

According  to  Dr.  William  Lazareth, 

-  director  of  the  WCC’s  Faith  and  Order 

*  Commission  which  produced  the  32-page 
!  document,  “Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
!  Ministry"  summarizes  “some  50  years  of 

•  theological  work  on  three  subjects  that 
1  traditionally  have  divided  Christians” 

:  (see  UMR,  Aug.  12).  As  such,  it  reflects  a 
!  convergence  of  views  among  the  various 
!  Christian  traditions  which  is 
.-unprecedented  in  modern  times. 

.  Noteworthy  examples  of  the  “conver- 
!  gence”  achieved  by  the  120  theologians 
;  who  worked  on  the  document  include : 

*.  •  Baptism  should  be  regarded  as  “an 

'.  unrepeatable  act.”  Any  practice  which 
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might  be  interpreted  as  “re-baptism " 
should  be  avoided  lest  churches  “call 
into  question  the  sacramental  integrity 
of  other  churches.” 

•  Churches  need  not  observe  the  Lord’s 
Supper  in  the  same  way  for  their  worship 
to  be  regarded  as  valid  by  Christians  of 
other  traditions.  “A  certain  liturgical 
diversity  compatible  with  our  common 
eucharistic  faith  is  ...  a  healthy  and 
enriching  fact.” 

•  The  ordination  of  women  is 
considered  a  positive  development. 
Despite  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
theologians  represented  churches  which 
do  not  ordain  women,  they  observed  that 
“women’s  gifts  are  as  wide  and  varied  as 
men’s”  and  that  their  ministry  is  equally 
blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Readers  of  this  document  should  not 
expect  either  a  full  treatment  of  or 
complete  agreement  on  the  three 
subjects.  Nor  is  it  meant  to  bring  about 
uniformity  of  beliefs  and  practices 
among  all  churches.  And  it  has  no 
binding  authority  over  the  churches  that 
helped  to  develop  it. 

"Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry” 
does  show  that  many  problems 
previously  thought  to  be  major 
stumbling  blocks  to  Christian  unity  can 
be  surmounted  when  approached  with 
patience  and  openness  to  the  truth  in  other 
traditions.  And  it  demonstrates  that 
Christians  of  varying  traditions  can  re¬ 
spect  and  learn  from  one  another  without 
sacrificing  their  own  unique  integrity. 

We  encourage  church  leaders  and 
members  to  consider  using  “Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry”  as  a  basis  for 
congregational  studies  and  discussions 
on  the  meaning  of  the  sacraments  and 
the  ministry.  It  would  also  provide  an 
ideal  basis  for  dialogue  between  members 
of  local  churches  of  different  denomina¬ 
tional  traditions  who  desire  better  to 
understand  their  points  of  agreement 
and  disagreement  with  one  another. 

(Information  on  the  document  and  a 
related  discussion  guide  for  lay  study 
groups  can  be  obtained  by  writing: 
World  Council  of  Churches,  USA  Office, 
10th  Floor,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  NY  10115). 


Here  I  Stand 

UM’s  being  called  to  assail  evil 
by  opposing  tyranny  in  El  Salvador 


OR  A  REASONABLE 
F/SFR&y  SUBSTI¬ 
TUTE,  lOKP 


By  DAVID  K.  JAEGER 
What’s  in  a  label?  Let  me  submit  that 
our  current  diplomatic  language  relies 
on  uncritical  labeling  that  distorts 
reality,  and  conflicts  with  a  common- 
sense  view  of  events. 

Consider,  for  instance,  how 
government  officials  tell  us  that  the 
current  government  in  El  Salvador  is  our 
“friend.”  Now  what’s  in  a  friend?  Upon 
examination  it  turns  out  that  the 
definition  of  friend  is  based  on  the 
narrow  criteria  of  favorable  military  and 
economic  considerations.  But  what  sense 
does  it  make  for  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  such  limited  criteria  as 
sufficient  for  defining  friend  and  foe? 

Very  little,  indeed.  What  of  moral 
criteria,  like  genuine  regard  for  human 
beings  and  welfare  of  the  citizen? 
Shouldn’t  these  criteria  also  play  into  our 
decision  of  who  is  friend  and  who  is  foe? 
Of  course  they  should.  And  it  is  clear  that 
the  Salvadoran  government  has  an 
exceedingly  poor  record  here. 

In  this  country  we  regard  as  among  our 
noblest  gifts  to  civilization  the  idea  that 
there  are  inalienable  rights  of  individual 
opinion,  free  speech,  free  press,  and  free 
assembly.  What  sense  does  it  make, 
then,  for  a  people  of  our  belief  and 
heritage  to  call  "friendly”  a  government 


that  utterly  tramples  under  those  rights 
of  its  own  citizenry?  None  whatever. 
What  sense  can  it  make  for  us  to  say  that 
we  deserve  those  rights  in  perpetuity,  but 
that  they  can  be  set  aside,  even  for  a 
time,  in  other  countries?  It  makes 
grossly  hypocritical  sense.  The 
government  that  governs  with  such 
blatant  disregard  for  basic  human  rights 
is  no  friend  of  the  United  States. 

The  distortion  is  compounded  as  we 
continue  to  label  the  current  government 
“moderate”  and  the  opposition  forces 
“leftist.”  President  Magana  can 
conceivably  be  regarded  as  a  moderate 
politician,  but  the  persons  who  continue 
to  wield  the  effective  military  power  can 
only  be  identified  properly  as  right-wing. 

‘Leftist’  label  inappropriate 

As  for  the  “leftists,”  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  opposition  is  accurately 
identified  by  this  red-flag  label.  Indeed, 
the  far  larger  portion  of  the  opposition 
did  not  go  to  school  somewhere,  learn 
Marxist  ideology,  decide  to  become 
“leftists,”  and  ride  out  into  the  world  on 
charging  steeds  looking  for  right-wing 
governments  to  slay. 

Rather,  the  people  who  experienced 
oppression  found  an  opportunity  to  take 
up  arms  and  resist  the  oppressor.  Partly 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

UMC  Voice’  should  be  sensitive 


To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  News  Service 
article  about  Ron  Curll,  a  “wheelchair 
athlete,”  in  the  August  5  issue  of  the 
Reporter  prompts  my  strongest  protest. 

Mr.  Curll  was  described  as  “confined 
to  a  wheelchair  for  three  years,”  and 
that  characterization  both  saddens  and 
angers  me.  At  the  point  where  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  walk,  he  certainly  began  to 
get  around  in  a  wheelchair.  That’s  all.  He 
would  be  much  more  confined  or 
handicapped  without  his  wheelchair!  To 
see  him  as  confined  (imprisoned?)  but 
swimming  suggests  that  he  must  be 
sitting  in  his  wheelchair  in  the  water,  and 
I  know  that  he  swims  without  it.  Thus,  he 
is  not  confined  at  all. 

There’s  something  about  a  three-year 
“confinement”  or  imprisonment  that 
also  offends  me.  I  will  not  accept  such 
terminology  when  the  facts  are  quite  the 
contrary.  His  wheelchair  is  a  source  of 
real  independence. 

Finally,  and  perhaps  most  important, 
the  Section  on  Ministries  with  Persons 
with  Handicapping  Conditions  within  our 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  of  which  I  am  a  Director,  and 
Toby  Gould,  the  Section’s  Executive 
Secretary  within  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Program  Department,  have  attempted 
for  three  years  to  address  such 
pejorative  terminology  in  all  arenas  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  May 
issue  of  “New  World  Outlook”  contained 
an  excellent  article  by  Mr.  Gould  on  this 
very  point! 

It  seems  ironic  that  the  voice  of  our 
own  church  is  not  sensitive  to  what  one 
part  of  “the  body”  is  trying  to  articulate 
about  improved  language  within  the 
United  Methodist  family.  I’d  welcome 
someone’s  comments  to  these  several 
points. 

Dewey  G.  Force  Jr. 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

View  of  Japanese 
internment  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shocked  and  horrified  to  read  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Mas  Odoi 
headlined  “Efforts  to  redress  the 
suffering  of  Japanese-Americans 
unneeded”  (UMR,  July  15).  I  would  first 
question  his  statement  in  his  third  point 
that  it  is  “a  harsh  fact  of  life  that  in  a  war 
for  survival  hate  campaigns  must  be 
instituted  to  unify  the  country  and 
transform  millions  of  peace-loving  young 
men  into  do-or-die  heroes.”  How  can  any 
Christian  view  with  equanimity  the  idea 
that  our  young  men  should  be  taught  to 
hate  and  despise  other  people  made  in 
God’s  image?  If  our  government  teaches 
this  in  war  or  any  other  time  it  is 
teaching  our  young  people  to  sin,  and 
Jesus  himself  taught  us  that  any  who 
teach  the  “little  ones”  to  sin  would  be 
better  off  drowned  in  the  midst  of  the  sea. 

Mas  Odoi  also  mentions  that  it  has 
taken  40  years  for  a  clamor  for  redress  to 
arise  with  regard  to  the  evacuation  of 
Japanese-Americans.  From  personal 
study  I  have  learned  that  a  great  many 
older  Japanese  were  so  terrified  and 
humiliated  by  what  happened  to  them  in 
the  1940’s  that  until  recently  they  have 
been  afraid  even  to  vote  lest  another  such 
calamity  befall  them.  The  absence  of 
clamor  seems  to  reflect  fear  more  than 
satisfaction. 


Lastly  I  understand  young  men  in 
internment  camps  were  given  two 
choices  about  how  to  get  out:  enlist  in  the 
service  or  be  sent  to  Japan.  Perhaps  they 
selected  enlistment  as  merely  the  lesser 
of  two  evils! 

I  believe  our  internment  of  Japanese- 
Americans  during  WW  II  was  a  sin  and  a 
disgrace,  and  this  country  should  have 
the  moral  backbone  to  admit  it. 

Joan  Stary 
Clayton,  Illinois 

Hard  to  evangelize 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  letter  to  the  editor  printed  in  the 
Oregon-Idaho  UMC  conference  paper  in 
the  spring  of  1982,  I  asked:  “If  J.  Doe 
should  say,  ‘You  don’t  want  me  in  your 
church  .  .  .  I’m  a  Reagan  Republican,’ 
how  would  we  answer?”  Your  articles  on 
evangelism  (see  UMR,  July  29)  have  set 
me  to  speculating  on  answers  which 
might  have  been  given  to  this  question. 

The  first  that  occurs  to  me  is,  “Come 
and  sin  no  more.”  Certainly  there  are 
some  acts,  thoughts,  and  attitudes  for 
which  this  would  be  the  appropriate 
response.  But  J.  Doe  would  be  unlikely  to 
feel  any  conviction  of  sin  and  would 
consider  our  reply  an  invitation  to  stay 
away. 

Another  possibility  is,  “We  welcome 
all  who  believe  on  the  saving  grace  of 
Christ  Jesus.” 

“I  think  that  in  my  case  you  mean 
tolerate,”  J.  Doe  might  argue. 

“Oh  no!  We  mean  welcome.” 

“Prove  it,”  says  J.  Doe. 

Supposing  we  wish  to  bother,  how  do 
we  prove  it?  For  starters,  I  would 
suggest  more  emphasis  on  theology  and 
less  on  politics ;  and  when  we  do  deal  with 
politics,  we  need  something  approaching 
democratic  procedures,  beginning  with 
space  in  our  literature  for  more  than  one 
side  of  each  issue. 

Where  am  I  coming  from?  I  am  a  third 
generation  Methodist,  but  my  children 
worship  in  other  churches.  I  am  quite 
political  and  conservative,  though  at  one 
time  was  definitely  left  of  center.  I’m 
active  in  my  local  congregation.  I  find  it 
easy  to  teach  Bible,  to  work  on  service 
projects  and  to  witness  to  my  faith.  I 
believe  one  goal  of  evangelism  should  be 
to  bring  people  into  a  Christian 
fellowship,  but  I  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  evangelize  into  my  church. 

Elizabeth  Richman 
Alsea,  Oregon 

Seeing  the  inner  person 

To  the  Editor: 

The  present-day,  almost  constant 
sexist  dialogue  and  discussion  is  getting 
a  little  boring;  even  in  our  conference 
yet?  Just  to  quote  a  few  phrases  from  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  James 
Brewster  about  sexual  introductions, 
i.e.,  “charming,  beautiful  girl”  and 
“parading  the  girls  who  work  in  the 
conference  office  to  receive  accolades” 
(UMR,  Aug.  5). 

What  about  Paul’s  words  to  the 
Galatians  in  Chapter  3,  verse  8:  “there  is 
neither  male  nor  female,  for  you  are  all 
one  in  Christ  Jesus?”  Maybe  this  is  what 
he  meant  when  he  said  not  to  let  a 
“woman”  preach. 

Maybe  if  we  forget  about  the  physical 
construction  of  our  bodies  and 
concentrate  on  the  presence  of  the  Spirit, 


My  Witness 

A  humble  place  and  ‘holy  ground’ 


By  DEE  STRICKLAND  JOHNSON 
I  recently  participated  in  a  “Quiet  Day 
of  Prayer  and  Meditation”  held  at  a 
neighboring  United  Methodist  Church.  It 
was  truly  an  inspiration.  I  am  hoping  to 
go  into  full-time  Christian  service  and 
this  was  a  step  along  the  way  -  a  very 
important  one,  I  feel. 

Three  locations  for  meditation  had 
been  arranged  for  the  “Quiet  Day”  —  the 
sanctuary,  the  parlor,  and  a  room  called 
"the  garden  of  prayer.” 

I  went  to  the  place  which  members  of 
this  small  church  had  prepared  as  an 
“altar.”  They  called  it  “the  garden  of 


prayer.” 

“Some  garden!”  the  cynic  might  say: 
an  artificial  Christmas  tree,  a  few  white 
sheets,  some  potted  plants,  some  phony 
flowers,  bookcases  visible  and  some 
ladders  against  a  back  wall,  blue  Christ¬ 
mas  lights  and  a  Sunday  School  picture 
of  Jesus  at  Gethsemane. 

My  first  reaction  was  one  of  such  deep, 
unqualified  inspiration  that  I  wept  — 
there  in  that  humble  place  which  loving 
hands  had  so  reverently  prepared.  It 
truly  was  a  “garden  of  prayer.”  I  felt  the 
meaning  of  the  words,  “the  place  on 
which  you  stand  is  holy  ground.”  I  took 


off  my  shoes  for  God  was  in  that  place. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life,  This  week's  contributor,  Dee  Strick¬ 
land  Johnson,  is  a  member  of  Creighton 
UMC  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  (Pacific  South¬ 
west  Conference) . 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My 
Witness,"  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dal/as.  Texas 
75222. 


we’d  all  be  better  off! 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  woman,  but  even 
prouder  to  be  a  child  of  God !  I  do  agree 
with  the  women’s  movement.  I  am  for 
the  ERA.  There  are  a  lot  of  women  out 
there  who  have  to  support  themselves 
and  their  families  and  fair  is  fair! 
Granted,  some  women  cannot  do  hard 
physical  labor  like  our  “brute” 
counterparts,  but  there  are  brilliant  and 
talented  “girls”  out  there,  equal  to  men 
in  every  way.  And  there  are  men  out 
there  who  are  compassionate,  gentle  and 
“motherly,”  equal  to  women  in  every 
way. 

Maybe  some  day  we  won’t  see  people 
with  eyes  that  just  see  body  shapes,  but 
with  eyes  that  see  the  inner  person,  the 
Spirit  that  lives  within. 

Thank  God  for  Jesus  who  helped  the 
blind  to  see! 

Lida  Ackerson 

Cazenovia,  New  York 

Individual  petitions 
merit  equal  attention 

To  the  Editor: 

An  article  in  the  August  5th  issue  of  the 
Reporter  headlined  “Access  to  General 
Conference:  Petitions  secretary  tells 
how”  has  a  statement  that  should  set 
every  United  Methodist  on  edge.  David 
Andrew  is  quoted  as  saying  “a  petition 
which  has  the  approval  of  a  local  congre¬ 
gation’s  administrative  board  generally 
draws  more  attention  than  ones  from 
individuals.” 

Already  in  the  minds  of  too  many 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
there  is  the  seed  of  doubt  that  they  have 
little  or  no  say  as  persons,  in  what 
happens  at  General  Conference.  A 
statement  such  as  the  one  quoted  could 
be  seen  as  a  means  of  predetermining 
what  delegates  to  General  Conference 
are  supposed  to  do  —  pay  little  attention 
to  expressions  from  persons  and  listen 
only  to  the  hierarchy  at  what  ever  level 
that  may  be.  It  is  little  wonder  that  the 
average  member  of  the  church  feels  very 
left  out  when  it  comes  to  determining 
actions  taken  at  General  Conference 
level. 

I  hope  that  delegates  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  will  be  aware  of  just 
how  much  it  means  to  a  person  who 
submits  a  petition  to  know  that  his/her 
petition  is  just  as  important  as  any 
petition  coming  from  some  higher,  or 
larger,  body. 

I.  Melville  Wohrley 

Tiffin,  Ohio 

Hospice  editorial 
appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  splendid  editorial  you 
published  on  July  22  headlined  “Hospice: 
a  non-church  movement  through  which 
God  is  at  work!” 

My  husband,  who  died  on  June  9th, 
suffered  from  acute  leukemia.  Through 
Hospice,  he  was  able  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  living  at  home  and  have  the 
professional  care  of  experienced  nhrses 
when  he  needed  it.  An  informed  and 
concerned  RN  was  available  by 
telephone  24  hours  per  day,  7  days  per 
week.  Respite  and  continuing  care  when 
he  was  dying  as  well  as  20  hour  a  week 
aid  in  the  home  was  arranged  when 
needed.  There  was  an  immeasurable 
security  and  satisfaction  to  both  my 
husband  and  me  to  know  that  help  from 
Hospice  was  continually  available. 

Hospice  Medicare  Benefit  is  now  being 
argued  in  Congress.  I  hope  your  readers 
will  write  to  their  Senators  and 
Congressmen  asking  them  to  support 
Hospice,  as  there  is  a  great  need  for  both 
home  care  and  inpatient  hospice  care  for 
the  terminally  ill  and  their  families. 

Hospital  Home  Health  Care  (or 
Hospice)  is  doing  the  work  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  as  told  by  Jesus  in  His 
parable. 

Florence  S.  Hageman 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 


David  Jaeger 
because  they  were  opposing  “rightists,” 
and  partly  because  of  which  countries 
were  willing  to  supply  arms,  these 
revolutionaries  then  got  labeled  as 
“leftists.”  The  label  “leftist”  for  all  tlje 
Salvadoran  rebels,  then  is  altogether 
unfair  and  inappropriate. 

Said  in  another  way,  if  the  average 
United  Methodist  in  this  country  had 
experienced  the  tyranny  that  the 
Salvadoran  rebels  have  experienced, 
then  he  or  she  too  would  surely  be  a 
“leftist”  revolutionary. 

What’s  in  a  war?  Sixty  percent  of  the 
land  in  El  Salvador  is  owned  by  two 
percent  of  the  people.  The  illiteracy  rate 
is  50  percent.  Unemployment  —  50 
percent.  Landless  peasants  —  40  percent. 
Malnutrition  in  children  under  age  5  —  75 
percent.  Sanitary  water  supply  — 
unavailable  to  63  percent.  There  are  a 
few  haves,  and  a  lot  of  have-nots.  This 
immoral  inequity  has  been  sustained  by 
the  empowered  for  decades. 

Let’s  face  up  to  a  common-sense 
reading  of  reality.  Revolution  does  not 
thrive  in  the  soil  of  a  contented  citizenry. 

It  does  not.  Rather,  it  takes  a  wide¬ 
spread,  long-standing  experience  of 
genuinely  harsh  treatment,  of  brutal 
oppression,  to  fan  the  raging  fires  of 
revolution  that  so  dramatically  swept  an 
Iran,  a  Nicaragua,  and  are  now  sweeping 
El  Salvador.  It  does. 

Forty  thousand  Salvadoran  citizens 
have  died  in  the  conflict  since  1980.  Most 
of  these  died  at  the  hands  of  military  and 
para-military,  tacitly  government- 
sanctioned  death  squads,  whose  job  is  to 
quash  reform  by  systematically 
terrorizing  any  possible  opposition  out  of 
the  population.  The  murders  of  the  four 
U.  S.  Catholic  women  typified  this  tactic. 

In  1981,  the  various  rebel  groups 
declared  an  all-out  offensive  against  the 
government.  In  a  few  days  they  made 
impressive  military  gains.  Just  then, 
coincidentally,  government  announced 
the  “discovery”  of  a  rebel  document  that 
provided  evidence  of  massive  arms 
supply  to  the  rebels  from  a  broad  coali¬ 
tion  of  communist  and  leftist  Third  World 
countries. 

Documents  a  farce 

Isn’t  it  interesting  that  though  the 
government  had  been  in  the  heat  of  the 
conflict  for  over  a  year,  such  a  discovery 
was  not  made  and  announced  until  a  time 
when  it  appeared  the  government  might 
be  desperately  in  need  of  help?  A  couple 
of  days  later,  a  back-page  item  appeared 
in  our  newspapers,  saying  the  U.S.  State 
Department  was  studying  newly- 
produced  documents  from  El  Salvador 
whose  authenticity  was  in  doubt.  A  few 
days  later,  the  administration  announced 
the  alarming  news  that  many  communist 
countries  were  supplying  vast  quantities 
of  arms  to  the  “leftist”  rebels  in  El 
Salvador.  Worked  like  a  charm,  didn’t  it? 

The  print  between  the  lines  of  this 
whole  episode  stands  out  in  headline-size 
type.  The  documents  are  a  farce,  but 
they  stood  up  well  enough  in  a  harried 
Congress  to  produce  a  sevenfold  increase 
in  our  military  aid  to  El  Salvador.  The 
claim  that  the  documents  are  worthless 
has  been  strikingly  attested  by  Jonathan 
Kwitney  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal. 

So  with  our  continued  support  of  a 
“friend,”  the  present  Salvadoran 
government  and  military  continues 
effectively  to  wage  war  against  its  own 
citizenry  struggling  for  basic  freedoms 
and  human  decency. 

What’s  in  a  decision?  If  the  above  does 
not  indeed  appeal  to  a  common  sense  and 
Christian  conscience  on  the  issue,  then 
consider  that  the  one  surely  disinterested 
party  in  El  Salvador,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  has  consistently  called  for  an 
end  to  U.S.  aid  on  the  grounds  that  it  is 
primarily  used  to  oppress  the  people. 
More  recently  the  church  has  called  for  a 
halt  to  all  military  aid  from  outside 
countries  to  any  of  El  Salvador’s  warring 
factions,  and  further  has  called  for  all 
sides  to  sit  down  and  negotiate. 

We  must  hear  and  trust  the  pleading  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Christian 
faith.  In  truth,  their  spattered  blood  is 
crying  to  us  from  the  ground.  We  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  called  once 
again  to  be  faithful  to  our  historical 
activism  in  assailing  social  evil.  Love  in 
this  instance  dictates  that  we  be  as  loud 
as  a  noisy  gong  or  a  clanging  cymbal  in 
calling  for  an  end  to  foreign  military  aid 
to  all  parties,  certainly  including  U.S.  aid 
to  the  Salvadoran  government.  Our 
decision  must  be  for  action  to  oppose 
tyranny,  and  to  uphold  justice. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  David  K.  Jaeger,  is 
pastor  of  Niwot  UMC  in  Longmont, 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Conference). 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible 

LOOK  IT  OVER !  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new!  $«ct&  Christian  hom€ 
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NASSAU,  Bahamas  —  Young  Christians  kneel  before  ministers  for  the 
laying  on  of  hands  during  the  commissioning  service  which  concluded  the 
second  International  Christian  Youth  conference.  This  act  commissions 
them  as  disciples  of  Jesus  and  sends  them  forth  to  spread  the  gospel. 
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Outspoken  layman 
upsets  church  leaders 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  Several  officials  of 
national  mainline  Protestant  agencies 
are  pressing  organized  labor  leaders  to 
do  something  about  David  Jessup. 

Mr.  Jessup  works  in  the  AFL-CIO’s 
political  action  office  here. 

He  also  is  a  lay  member  of  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Silver 
Spring,  Maryland. 

In  1980,  he  released  his  so-called 
“Jessup  report”  on  church  agency 
funding  of  outside  groups.  Since  then,  the 
agencies  have  had  little  relief  from  his 
constant  drumming  of  the  charge  that 
they  often  take  “left-wing”  stances  on 
international  issues  that  undermine 
democratic  ideals. 

Mr.  Jessup  helped  found  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy  ( IRD )  which 
has  succeeded  in  placing  his  charges 
before  the  American  public  through  the 
nation’s  news  media  —  particularly 
Reader’s  Digest  and  "60  Minutes"  — 
during  the  past  year. 

“Criticism  beyond  bounds” 

The  heavy  barrage  of  “attacks”  has 
gone  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  right  of  an 
individual  to  criticize,  Peggy  Billings  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  told  the  Reporter. 

“It  would  be  irresponsible  to  sit  back 
and  let  this  attack  on  the  churches 


‘Silence  me 
in  my  private 
life  or  fire 
me’  is  what 
they  want. 


David  Jessup 

continue,"  said  Ms.  Billings,  head  of  the 
Christian  social  involvement  section  of 
the  agency’s  Women’s  Division. 

She  and  seven  officials  of  ecumenical 
and  other  denominational  agencies 
issued  a  public  statement  this  summer  to 
union  leaders.  It  asks  them  to  “work  to 
end  labor’s  participation  in  the  attacks 
upon  religious  organizations.” 

When  asked  which  labor  leaders  have 
been  “participating  in  the  attacks,”  the 
church  officials  identified  only  Mr. 
Jessup  by  name. 


Pressure  being  applied 

If  some  union  leaders  are  allowed  to 
continue  to  attack  the  church  agencies’ 
“liberal”  foreign  policy  stances,  the 
unions  may  find  the  agencies  unwilling  to 
support  labor’s  “liberal”  domestic  goals, 
several  church  agency  officials  have 
warned. 

According  to  a  news  story  in  the 
National  Catholic  Reporter  (July  24), 
some  church  leaders  already  are  linking 
their  labor  support  to  the  IRD  issue: 

•  United  Church  of  Christ  officials 
made  IRD  an  issue  in  a  recent  meeting 
with  the  Steelworkers  Union  president; 

•  The  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility  raised  the  IRD  issu^when 
the  International  Typographers  Union 
appealed  for  help  in  a  shareholders 
campaign  against  an  anti-union 
newspaper  company; 

•  The  Interreligious  Economic  Crisis 
Organization  Network  delayed  action  on 
an  AFL-CIO  request  to  co-sponsor  a 
conference  on  plant  closings,  noting  the 
union’s  refusal  so  far  to  stop  Mr.  Jessup 
and  the  IRD. 


Silencing  dissent? 

At  stake,  Mr.  Jessup  responded  to  the 
Reporter,  is  whether  the  church  will 
tolerate  dissent  from  among  its  own 


members. 

All  those  forms  of  church  agency 
pressure  on  the  unions  indicate  that  the 
agency  officials  want  the  union  “either  to 
silence  me  in  my  private  life  or  fire  me," 
he  said. 

Ms.  Billings  replied:  “Nothing  could  be 
further  from  the  truth  than  to  say  that  we 
are  after  David  Jessup’s  job.  " 

She  said  she  does  not  regard  the  church 
agency  officials’  actions  as  encroaching 
on  the  right  of  an  individual  United  Meth¬ 
odist  to  criticize  his  or  her  church. 

Mr,  Jessup  simply  is  too  closely 
identified  with  institutions  such  as  the 
IRD  and  the  AFL-CIO  to  be  looked  upon 
solely  as  an  individual  church  member, 
she  explained. 

Also,  she  said  much  of  what  Mr.  Jessup 
and  the  IRD  have  done  is  not  criticism 
but  a  “pernicious  assault.” 

Harassment  claimed 

“To  me,”  Mr.  Jessup  said,  “this 
pressure  on  my  employer  is  a  sign  of  the 
desperation  some  of  these  agency  people 
feel.  From  the  beginning,  some  have 
been  more  interested  in  discrediting  the 
critics  than  in  debating  the  issues." 

He  claimed  he  has  been  harassed  for 
more  than  two  years : 

•  “A  Global  Ministries  officer  came  to 
my  AFL-CIO  offices  a  couple  of  years 
ago  and  met  with  the  director  of  my 
department  to  complain  about  my 

*.  .  .  We  are 
not  after 
David 

Jessup’s  job.’ 


private  activities.  He  tried  to  undermine 
me  by  saying  I  was  consorting  with  right¬ 
wingers  and  foes  of  labor." 

•  “A  private  researcher  hired  by  some 
United  Methodist  and  United  Church  of 
Christ  agencies  undermined  me  with  my 
pastor  by  calling  him  and  telling  him  I 
was  under  investigation.” 

•  “Last  winter,  I  took  a  vacation  day  to 
go  to  New  York  to  get  some  public 
materials  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  As  I  was  waiting  for  an 
elevator  that  afternoon,  a  staff  member 
ran  to  me,  grabbed  the  materials  from 
my  hands  and  said  she  couldn’t  let  me 
have  them  because  she  knew  I  would 
misuse  them.  Before  I  got  back  to 
Washington,  a  Global  Ministries  officer 
had  called  the  AFL-CIO  and  complained 
about  my  being  there." 

But  Mr.  Jessup  said  he  is  pleased  that 
other  United  Methodist  officials  have 
begun  privately  to  give  him  support. 

Lane  Kirkland,  AFL-CIO  president, 
has  received  several  letters  from  UM 
officials,  including  at  least  three  bishops. 
All  say  that  although  they  may  not  agree 
with  everything  Mr.  Jessup  says,  they 
totally  support  his  right  as  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  and  a  union  leader  to  say  it. 

Union  leaders  have  repeatedly  said 
they  regard  Mr.  Jessup’s  activities  with 
the  IRD  as  being  a  private  matter  that 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  union. 

Mr.  Jessup  claimed  he  feels  secure  in 
his  job  because  "nothing  1  have  done  on 
my  own  time  has  been  incompatible  with 
the  AFL-CIO’s  stances  on  international 
issues."  He  said  the  IRD's  strong 
opposition  to  communism  and  its 
promotion  of  human  rights  and  trade 
union  rights  are  shared  by  the  union. 

Church  agency  officials  agree  Mr. 
Jessup’s  anti-communism  is  similar  to 
the  prevailing  AFL-CIO  foreign  policy 
stance. 


Discipleship  challenge  taken  up 

‘Message’ from  International  Christian  Youth  targets  world  eoneerns 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASSAU,  Bahamas  —  1,200  Methodist 
youth  were  confronted  here  by  the 
challenge  to  become  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  at  the  second  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference  Aug.  8-15. 

Their  response  in  commitment  was  not 
only  verbal,  it  took  the  form  of  a  written 
document.  Their  “Message  from  the 
Bahamas,”  collectively  developed  by  the 
young  people,  declared  "Jesus  is  Lord,” 
and  listed  world  problems  they  felt  “all 
of  humanity  must  respond  to.” 

Targeted  for  elimination,  through  their 
efforts  joined  with  other  Christians 
worldwide,  are  nuclear  armaments, 
unemployment,  hunger,  immorality  and 
subservience  to  social  pressures.  The 
youth  here  pledged  personal  steps  to  that 
end  such  as:  joining  the  church  in  the 
task  of  evangelism;  acting  as  agents  of 
change;  and  maintaining  a  lifestyle  which 
becomes  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom. 

According  to  two  of  the  conference’s 
directors,  these  young  Methodists  were 
assembled  from  all  corners  of  the  world 
because  of  their  power  potential. 

The  conference’s  goal  was  to  confront 
young  people  with  the  challenge  of 
becoming  conscious  disciples  of  Jesus, 


said  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  chief  executive. 

“When  these  youth  return  to  their 
homes  and  churches,  it  will  be  like 
putting  a  candle  in  a  dark  room," 
enthusiastically  added  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie 
Fox  of  Nashville,  the  regional  secretary 
of  evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  “We  are  multiplying  witnesses 
for  Christianity  in  the  world.  After  this 
conference,  these  youth  and  this  world 
will  not  be  the  same.” 

Conference  gathers  family 

The  world  gathering  was  sponsored  by 
the  World  Methodist  Council  with  its  65 
member  denominations  of  the  Methodist 
family.  This  family  includes,  among 
other  groups,  the  United  Methodist, 
African  Methodist  Episcopal,  and 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches, 
the  Uniting  Church  of  Australia,  and  the 
United  Church  of  Canada. 

This  second  conference  (the  first  was 
held  in  Truro,  England  in  1980)  attracted 
youth  between  the  ages  of  13  and  30  from 
most  of  the  50  states,  and  from  47  other 
countries  as  diverse  as  Korea,  Poland, 
Cuba,  India,  Holland,  Mozambique, 
Brazil  and  New  Guinea. 

The  conference  was  held  on  the 


campus  of  Queen's  College,  which  was 
founded  in  the  mid- 1800's  by  Methodist 
educators. 

The  facilities  were  intentionally 
austere  so  that  young  people  (especially 
from  the  Western  hemisphere)  could 
experience  how  persons  in  less  developed 
countries  live.  There  were  no  luxuries 
such  as  hot  water  for  bathing  or  air 
conditioning.  The  youth  slept  on  cots  in 
classrooms,  and  the  meals  were  bland 
and  meager. 

This  feature  annoyed  some  partici¬ 
pants.  But  at  least  two  young  people  told 
the  Reporter  they  gained  humility  and 
understanding  from  the  accommoda¬ 
tions. 

James  Douglas  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  said,  “What  kind  of  Christians 
are  we  if  we  can’t  suffer  for  the  Lord?” 

Lissette  Rodriquez,  a  United  Methodist 
from  Boston,  said,  “I  would  have  slept  on 
the  floor  to  get  this  opportunity.  I’ve 
learned  a  lot  about  God  and  myself.  ” 

Faith  impresses  prime  minister 

The  prime  minister  of  the  Bahamas, 
Lynden  O.  Pinding,  said  in  the 
conference’s  opening  address  that  he 
was  impressed  by  the  strong  Christian 
faith  of  the  youth. 


You  are  courageous  because  you  are 
attending  this  conference  at  a  time  when 
it  seems  more  popular  to  be  fashionable 
than  faithful.  For  many  youth  it’s  already 
more  popular  to  be  high  than  hopeful.” 

Bible  studies,  morning  devotions, 
religious  seminars  and  evening  worship 
services  had  a  distinctive  international 
flavor  as  songs,  prayers  and  scripturle 
readings  were  contributed  by  youth  in 
their  native  languages 
Although  the  population  of  Nassau  is 
primarily  Baptist,  the  conference  was 
open  for  public  participation,  and  on 
Sunday  the  youth  took  to  the  streets 
marching  with  the  fervent  chant,  “We 
declare  Jesus  is  Lord.  ” 

The  conference  concluded  with  a 
commissioning  service,  a  highly 
emotional  “laying  on  of  hands”  ceremony, 
where  the  youth  knelt  before  a  minister 
and  formally  pledged  to  follow  Jesus. 

Joy  Hinchliffe,  a  UM  from  Georgia, 
considered  the  conference  a  success: 

“Satan  will  try  to  come  and  steal  the 
seeds  of  faith  that  have  been  planted  in 
these  youth.  But  I’m  confident  that  a  lot 
of  the  people  who  came  here  for  fun  are 
leaving  with  a  new  Christian  awareness 
and  a  commitment  to  God. 

-SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


Modern  Paul  sparks  holy  flame 


SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

NASSAU,  Bahamas  —  “Hallelujah” 
was  his  first  and  only  word  in  English, 
but  the  wiry,  little  Indonesian,  Yusef 
Roni  Paul  sparked  the  flame  of 
evangelism  here  at  the  International 
Christian  Youth  conference. 

Considered  a  modern-day  Paul,  and 
given  that  surname,  the  former-Muslim- 
turned-Methodist-evangelist  received 
two  standing  ovations  as  he  was 
introduced. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker  introduced  Mr. 
Paul  by  stating,  “As  soon  as  I  reached 
Indonesia  in  1979, 1  heard  about  him,  and 
I  met  him  in  an  Indonesian  jail.” 

Via  an  interpreter,  Mr.  Paul,  37,  told 
the  youthful  audience  his  story.  The  son 
of  an  aristocratic  Islamic  family,  he  once 
held  high  positions  in  the  student  Islamic 
movement  and  the  national  Islamic 
political  party.  He  was  well  respected  for 
his  hatred  of  Christians,  and  was 
commissioned  by  the  government  to  read 
the  Bible  and  make  an  official  statement 
on  its  absurdity. 

“I  burned  many  churches  and 
harassed  many  Christians,”  he  testified. 
Ironically,  his  conversion  occurred  when 
he  was  in  his  mid-20’s,  as  he  destroyed  a 
Christian  church.  “We  were  stacking 
Bibles  to  burn  them,"  he  explained,  “and 


I  decided  to  take  one  as  a  souvenir. 

“This  one  I  scrutinized,  and  when  I 
came  upon  the  passage  of  John  3: 16.  God 
so  loved  the  world,’  I  felt  uneasy.  I  was 
unaware,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  was  in  me.” 

Mr.  Paul  converted  to  Christianity  in 
1972,  and  began  to  preach.  He  converted 
large  numbers  of  Muslims  and  criticized 
the  Koran,  which  offended  the  Indonesian 
government’s  Islamic  officials  As  a 
result  he  was  accused  of  disturbing  the 
political  situation,  arrested  and 
sentenced  to  death  without  trial 

“I  spent  six  years  in  prison,"  he 
recalled.  “There  I  was  brainwashed, 
tortured  with  electric  shock  and  burned 
with  lighted  cigarettes.  I  survived  all  of 
this  due  to  the  will  of  God.” 

“Jail  is  God’s  school  for  me,”  he 
declared.  During  his  period  of  incar¬ 
ceration,  Mr.  Paul  was  transferred  to 
four  jails  because  he  converted  his  fellow 
prisoners  to  Christianity.  Eventually  he 
won  the  respect  of  the  jail  keepers  and 
was  allowed  to  preach  regularly. 

He  was  released  in  August,  1981,  with 
the  restriction  that  he  not  preach 
Christianity.  Upon  release  he  was 
consecrated  by  a  Methodist  minister  as  a 
traveling  evangelist.  Due  to  his  efforts 
the  Indonesian  Methodist  church  has 
recorded  membership  increases  of  as 
many  as  10,000  persons  in  a  single  day. 


Yusef  Roni  Paul 

"Every  person  that  I  convert  I  turn 
over  to  the  Methodists,  because  I  am 
impressed  with  the  teachings  of  John 
Wesley,”  he  told  the  Reporter.  Mr.  Paul 
has  also  established  an  evangelical 
organization  entitled  the  Christian 
Fellowship,  which  functions  as  a  mission 
service  to  the  Muslims. 

Presently  his  life  is  in  danger  in 
Indonesia  because  of  his  faith,  he  said.  “I 
face  many  difficulties;  it’s  not  easy  to  be 
a  Christian  in  my  country,”  he  stated. 
“But  I  want  them  all  to  believe  in  Jesus.  " 

Dr.  Walker  hopes  that  the  message  the 


youth  heard  from  Paul  will  be  an  evangel¬ 
ical  catalyst  for  them.  Dr.  Walker  is 
optimistic  about  Christian  youth  and  en¬ 
visions  their  doing  great  things. 

“Methodism  can  become  a  movement 
which  can  change  the  world  again,”  he 
said.  “These  youth  can  be  the  forces  of 
that  change  because  we  have  a  power  great¬ 
er  than  any,  Jesus  Christ.  These  youth  can 
create  a  holy  aggression  that  can  arrest 
nuclear  war  and  immortality,  if  we  can 
push  with  positive  action  and  prayer.  ’  ’ 
One  of  the  visible  results  of  the 
conference's  call  to  evangelism  has  been 
a  number  of  youth  who  decided  to  enter 
seminary.  The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  the 
North  American  regional  secretary  of 
evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  director  of  the  conference, 
said  that  approximately  30  youth  entered 
seminary  as  a  result  of  the  first  youth 
conference  at  Truro,  England  in  1980.  He 
confidently  stated  that,  “another  30  to  40 
will  be  going  from  this  conference.  ” 

The  Rev.  Marta  Bailey,  a  student  at 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  D.C.  is  an  example  of  Dr 
Fox’s  confidence  in  the  evangelistic 
spirit  of  the  youth  conferences  She 
attended  the  Truro  conference  intending 
to  become  a  lawyer;  she  left  with  a  new 
commitment  to  the  Lord  to  become  a 
minister. 


4  You  must  save  the  planet  9 


Peacemaking  accepted  by  teens 


SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (UMNS)  -  World 
peace,  military  spending  and  the  draft 
were  among  the  most  discussed  social 
issues  by  300  United  Methodist  teenagers 
and  church  youth  leaders  from  the 
United  States  at  a  national  convocation 
Aug.  1-6. 

But  it  was  Haviland  Houston,  chief 
executive  of  United  Methodism’s  social 
action  arm,  who  brought  peace  issues 
home  for  participants  in  Convo  '83. 
sponsored  by  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization. 

“No  other  generation  has  had  such  a 
tremendous  responsibility  placed  on  its 
shoulders  as  you  have,”  Dr.  Houston 
said.  “You  must  save  the  planet.” 

Dr.  Houston,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
had  the  young  people  and  adults  stand 
and  read  together  the  Social  Creed  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Several  partici¬ 
pants  expressed  surprise  at  finding 
there  was  a  social  creed,  or  that  the 
church  has  specific  stands  on  social 
issues  as  outlined  in  “The  Social 
Principles”  of  “The  Book  of  Discipline.  " 

That  lack  of  knowledge,  said  Dr. 
Houston,  is  a  major  problem  for  United 
Methodist  advocacy  in  social  issues. 

“As  I  have  traveled  and  met  with 
United  Methodist  folks,  I’ve  seen  that 
militarism  and  the  threat  of  nuclear 
annihilation  are  not  discussed  much  in 
local  churches.  That  frightens  me,”  she 
said. 

Dr.  Houston  told  her  hearers  it  was 
their  responsibility,  as  “young  people 
with  power  in  your  churches  and  annual 
conferences”  to  educate  people  to  the 


dangers  of  war  and  to  the  UMC  stands. 
“The  Social  Principles  are  very  clear 
about  our  stand  on  peace  and  war.  It  is 
time  we  made  ourselves  clear:  nuclear 
war  is  too  dangerous.” 

There  was  thunderous  applause  as  she 
continued,  “We  are  in  the  midst  of  a 
world  which  is  finding  way  after  way  to 
build  up  fear  and  perpetuate  fear,"  she 
said.  “Violence  is  no  longer  a  tolerable 
solution  to  conflict.  We  must  learn  to 
manage  conflict  and  to  see  diplomacy  as 
the  continuation  of  war  by  other  means.  " 

Dr.  Houston  said  education  must 
include  full  understanding  of  the  impact 
of  military  spending  on  the  economy. 
“We  are  looking  at  an  escalating  national 
debt.  It  is  a  problem  when  a  9-month-old 
baby  dies  in  Washington  from 


SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  teens  and  adult  leaders 
meeting  here  in  early  August  chose 
leadership  development  as  their  four- 
year  priority  and  urged  annual 
conferences  and  jurisdictions  to  bring 
groups  of  young  people  together 
regularly  to  foster  their  leadership  skills 
and  spiritual  growth. 

As  delegates  to  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  met,  they  agreed 
throughout  that  a  responsible  ministry  to 
the  world  depends  upon  a  firm 
theological  foundation  and  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ.  The  leadership 
development  priority  was  chosen  from  a 
list  of  almost  ten  possible  emphases.  It 


malnutrition  when  across  the  city  more 
and  more  money  is  approved  for 
weapons.  A  federal  budget  reflects  the 
values,  priorities  and  commitments  of 
our  nation.  Are  our  priorities  in  order?” 

“In  the  next  few  years  we  need  to  learn 
more  about  the  federal  budget  and  how 
the  money  is  spent.  We  are  not  pawns  on 
a  chessboard  to  be  pushed  and  pulled 
around.  Let  the  question  from  Jesus 
come  back  to  you:  ‘Do  you  love  me?  .  .  . 
then  feed  my  sheep.’  ” 

Dr.  Houston  encouraged  the  young 
people  to  discuss  peace  issues  with  their 
families,  clergy  leaders  and  peer  groups. 
“Invite  dialogue,  get  another  point  of 
view,  but  please  talk  about  it  and  ask 
questions,"  she  said. 

“The  church  is  behind  you  —  all  of  you. 


barely  won  over  a  spiritual  life  proposal 
from  South  Central  Jurisdiction  delegates. 

The  oppressive,  steamy  upstate  New 
York  heat  and  hours-long  plenary 
sessions  in  buildings  not  air-conditioned 
did  not  hinder  the  teenagers  and  adults 
from  67  annual  conferences  as  they 
searched  for  causes  around  which  to 
rally.  Days  before  the  priority  was 
chosen  the  delegates  adopted  several 
resolutions  on  social,  economic  and 
political  concerns. 

During  the  week  guest  speakers 
encouraged  the  young  people  to  use  their 
Christian  commitment  to  minister  to  the 
poor  and  those  in  society’s  margins  in  the 
U  S.  and  around  the  world.  Speaking  on 
spiritual  life,  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
chief  executive  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  said  the  value 
people  place  on  human  life  is  directly 
related  to  their  commitment  to  Christ. 

“We  live  in  a  world  where  the  price 
tags  have  been  rearranged  We  have  put 
a  high  value  on  things  of  no  worth  and 
made  cheap  things  which  are  most 
valuable,"  Dr.  Jones  said.  He  called 
military  spending  and  declining  morality 
instances  where  "God’s  values  have 
been  switched  around.  ’ ' 

Militarism  and  the  draft  were 
frequently  referred  to  as  the  results  of 
declining  faith  and  a  misunderstanding 
of  God’s  plan  for  the  world.  One  youth, 
Emmett  Spurlock  of  the  Northern  New 
Jersey  conference,  remarked.  “A  lot  of 
people  really  believe  we  are  living  in  the 
last  days  according  to  the  Bible  and  the 
nuclear  war  will  be  the  way  God  ends  the 
world.  So  they  say  it’s  O.K.  to  build 
nuclear  weapons.  It’s  as  if  they're  trying 
to  make  Armageddon  happen.  It’s  really 
sick,"  he  said. 


For  those  of  you  who  choose  military 
service  your  church  supports  you 
For  those  of  you  who  choose  not  to 
register,  your  church  supports  you  too.’” 


CLASSIFIED 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  for  position  of  Director  of 

Christian  Education  with  accent  on  youth 
Applications  taken  until  September  l  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  438.  La  mesa.  TX  7933i 
(806  )  872-5409 

“MULTI-STAFF,  1,500  member,  downtown  church. 

position  open  for  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries.  Accredited  college  degree 
required,  experience  preferred  Salary  and  housing 
negotiable  Contact  Dr  R.  C.  Brownfield,  201  W. 
North  St  ,  Decatur.  IL  62522,  phone  <217i  423-9711  “ 

THE  NEW  MEXICO  CONFERENCE  METHODIST 

Foundation.  Inc.  is  seeking  a  full  time  Executive 
Director  Qualifications  for  the  position  include  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  institutions  and  agencies 
of  the  church,  and  the  ability  to  address  groups  both 
large  and  small.  Experience  in  the  areas  of  deferred 
giving  and  foundation  administration  is  helpful  but 
not  required  Interested  persons  should  forward  a 
resume  to:  New  Mexico  Conference  Methodist 
Foundation,  Inc  .  Search  Committee.  209  San  Pedro 
NE.  Albuquerque.  NM  87109 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  of  YOUTH 

MINISTRIES.  Belle  Meade  UMC.  Nashville.  Tfj 
37205  Send  resume  to  Rev  Kenneth  Fansler  Call 
(615)  352-6210 

RAPIDLY-GROWING  AREA  needs  MINISTER  »f 

EVANGELISM  Beautiful  S  W  Florida  * 
Enthusiastic  newly-retired  pastor  Part-tinve 
position.  Great  potential  for  continued  growth  Send 
resume  to  Leslie  E.  Rabb.  Sr.  Pastor;  Cape  Corjl 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  549,  Cape 
Coral.  FL  33910 

CREATIVE  LEADERSHIP  sought  for  youth  and 

young  adults  in  2500  member  church  Potential 
unlimited.  Salary  negotiable  Westcliff  UMC,  48>3 
Selkirk,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76109.  Phone  1 817  )  921-5224  ■ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
Youth  Ministries  for  an  800  member  suburban 
church  on  Florida's  suncoast  Experience  preferred 
for  this  tremendous  opportunity  to  take  the  initiative 
in  work  with  all  ages  Resume'to  Clark  Pickett,  $45 
87th  Avenue.  North,  St.  Pete,  FL  337*2, 
Immediately.  (813  )  576-3919. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest ?  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  N  Y..  N  Y 
10115 

SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION/FORMATION.  COUN¬ 

SELING.  EDUCATION  D  Min  i  Dissertation 
pastoral  counseling  using  the  concepts  of  rational 
emotive  therapy);  M.  Div  .  M.A.C.E.  Seven  years 
experience  in  local  churches.  Special  training  and 
experience  in  teaching,  especially  lay  peop(e 
Seeking  combination  teaching  and  counseling 
position  with  opportunity  for  research  Tom 
Culberson,  617  Midiron  Drive,  Kissimmee.  FL  327^8 
-  1305  )  847-3700 or  (813  )  427-0024 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelic#! 

magazine  for  United  Methodists  Inspiring  features 
Moving  editorials  Scriplurally  sound  Send  $7j» 
for  one-year  (six  issues)  to  Good  News.  Wilmore. 
KY  40390 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY  Insured  liy 

F.D.I.C.  Return  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  above  tKe 
prevailing  market  Liquidity;  yearly  Minimum  p#r 
person  $10,000  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000 
Maximum  Length :  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact:  Mr.  Smith  Thomasson,  Westviqw 
National  Bank.  Box  7554,  Waco,  TX  76714  or  Rev 
Richard  M.  Freeman,  Box  7736,  Waco.  TX  76714-77^6. 

EGYPT.  ISRAEL.  JORDAN.  GREECE  14  daj-s 
$1,975  All-inclusive  from  Houston  October  23 
Anthony  Webster.  Westminster  United  Methodfct 
Church,  5801  San  Felipe  Rd..  Houston.  TX 77057 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  FORMER  UMC  missionary  See 
historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations  Departures  Oct  83  &  Jan.  84.  Full  delays 
from  Bob  Nave,  Richfield  UMC,  5835  Lynda le  Ave 

S.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55419.  * 

Ethiopian  refugees  need  spousal's 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  churches  are  urgently 
needed  to  help  resettle  159  Ethiopian 
refugees.  The  refugees,  expected  in 
the  United  States  in  mid-August,  are 
being  moved  by  Church  World  Service 
(CWS),  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

This  is  the  first  time  the 
international  ecumenical  agency  has 
planned  to  move  a  large  group  of 
refugees  before  obtaining  sponsors 
for  them 

CWS  has  assumed  responsibility  for 
resettling  these  refugees  through  the 
past  12  months.  While  CWS 
administers  a  broad  international  aid 
program  for  refugees,  it  depends  on 
each  of  its  member  denominations  to 
find  spohsors  for  them. 

Sponsoring  churches  should  be 
ready  to  accept  their  cases  by  late 


August  or  early  September,  said  Lilia 
Fernandez,  refugee  coordinator  for 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  “We  must  act  quickly,"  said 
Ms.  Fernandez.  “They  have  already 
suffered  too  long  from  a  life  of 
transience." 

Most  of  the  refugees,  housed  in 
camps  in  the  Sudan,  are  with  their 
families  but  their  number  includes 
many  single  individuals.  They  are 
completing  English  language  study 
before  leaving  the  camps.  Thus  far 
this  year,  CWS  has  resettled  68 
Ethiopian  refugees  in  the  United 
States. 

Churches  willing  to  sponsor 
refugees  should  contact  Ms. 
Fernandez  at  UMCOR,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Dr., 
New  York.  N.Y.  10115. 
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WCC  assembly  sets  future  directions  for  churches 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  The  forces  of 
death  are  strong  but  "the  gift  of  life  in 
Christ  is  stronger"  said  the  delegates  to 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’  Sixth 
Assembly  here  in  a  "message”  to  the  301 
member  churches  and  to  the  world. 

Assembled  for  18  days  on  the  theme 
"Jesus  Christ,  the  life  of  the  World"  the 
WCC’s  highest  legislative  body 
adjourned  August  10  at  10  p.m.,  six  hours 
behind  schedule. 

The  assembly,  which  represents  440 
million  of  the  world’s  Christians  in  100 
countries,  will  not  convene  again  this 
decade,  so  it  was  imperative  that  the  835 
delegates  act  on  all  business  items  and 
reports. 

The  primary  grist  for  the  assembly’s 
work  during  the  concluding  days  was  the 
analyses  and  recommendations 
prepared  by  eight  Issue  Groups 
concerning  Christian  life  and  church 
activity. 

The  eight  documents  are  intended  to 
articulate  the  basic  convictions  shared 
among  the  WCC’s  member-churches,  to 
identify  major  differences  of  opinion  and 
to  advise  appropriate  actions  to  the 
churches  and  to  the  WCC’s  145-member 
Central  Committee. 

Of  the  eight,  only  one  report  was  not 
accepted  by  the  assembly  but  sent  back 
for  a  major  rewriting.  The  report  on 
"justice  and  human  dignity"  was 
attacked  for  its  use  of  apocalyptic 
images  —  referring  to  "the  beasts"  of 
our  time,  for  oversimplification  and  for 
imbalance. 

“This  document  has  more  ‘beasts  of 
revelation’  than  a  Seventh  Day  Adventist 
tract,"  complained  one  German 


delegate.  "This  is  embarrassing  to  those 
of  us  who  work  in  the  field  of  social 
justice  and  have  long  depended  on  the 
clear  analyses  of  WCC  documents.  ’’ 

But  another  delegate,  Dr.  Ulrich 
Duchrow  of  Heidelberg,  W.  Germany, 
said,  "We  face  tough  tests  as  a  church 
and  the  church  needs  tough  biblical 
images  and  a  tough  theology.  The 
situation  we  Germans  knew  under  Adolf 
Hitler  is  now  true  for  other  parts  of  the 
world.” 

The  paper  will  be  re-submitted  with 
revisions  to  the  Central  Committee, 
which  is  the  WCC’s  on-going  decision¬ 
making  body  between  its  assemblies  held 
approximately  every  seven  years. 

Evangelism 

The  only  other  report  to  run  into 
considerable  flak  was  that  on 
“Witnessing  in  a  Divided  World." 
Delegates  insisted  a  rewrite  be  brought 
back  to  them  before  adjournment  to 
insure  that  a  stronger  emphasis  on 
evangelization  was  included. 

In  their  "message”  on  evangelism, 
delegates  said  it  meant  "that  deep 
identification  with  others  in  which  we 
can  tell  the  good  news  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  life  of  the  world.” 

"We  cannot  impose  faith  by  our 
eloquence,”  the  message  said.  “We  can 
nourish  it  with  patience  and  caring  so 
that  the  Holy  Spirit,  God  the  evangelist, 
may  give  us  the  words  to  speak.  Our 
proclamation  has  to  be  clothed  in  every 
language  and  culture.  Whatever  our 
context,  among  people  of  living  faiths 
and  no  faith,  we  remember  that  God  does 
not  love  us  more  than  others.  We  cannot 
claim  the  best  seats  at  the  banquet.  Jesus 
Christ  was  given  for  the  life  of  all.  So  he 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.  —  The  increased  participation  of  women  in  the  WCC 
assembly  (29.8%)  was  noted  with  appreciation  by  church  women,  but  they 
pointed  out  that  it  still  falls  far  short  of  the  reality  that  women  are  in  the 
majority  in  Christian  congregations  around  the  world. 
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calls  everyone  who  is  hungry  and  his  food 
is  unlimited." 

Of  the  first  draft,  Dr.  Fridolin  Ukur 
of  the  Kalimantan  Evangelical  Church  of 
Indonesia  said,  "The  paper  insists  on 
seeing  evangelization  as  a  problem  and 
that  the  witness  of  faith  creates 
confusion  in  pluralistic  societies." 

Several  pointed  out  that  the  paper 
ignored  —  and  in  fact  was  a  backwards 
step  —  from  the  work  on  mission  and 
evangelization  done  at  the  WCC’s  1980 
conference  in  Melbourne,  Australia.  The 
re-draft  incorporates  a  stronger 
evangelization  emphasis  and  encourages 
widespread  study  of  the  Melbourne 
report. 

Fr.  Thomas  Stransky,  a  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  delegation  of  observers, 
said  the  "Mission  and  Evangelism” 
report  from  Melbourne  should  be  seen  as 
equal  in  importance  and  complementary 
to  the  WCC’s  new  document  on 
“Baptism,  Eucharist,  and  Ministry”  (see 
Reporter,  Aug.  12).  Christians  of  the 
evangelical  persuasion  also  were  upset 
that  the  "Mission  and  Evangelism" 
report  received  so  little  attention  here 
(see  Reporter,  Aug.  19). 

Christian  unity 

The  goal  of  visible  unity  (but  not 
structural  unity)  took  a  step  forward 
here  in  the  highly  positive  response  by 
assembly  delegates  to  the  "Baptism, 
Eucharist,  and  Ministry”  statement 
which  has  already  been  referred  to 
Protestant,  Anglican,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  churches  for  study  and  an 
official  response.  The  response  deadline 
was  extended  to  the  end  of  1985  to  insure 
adequate  time  for  Christians  at  all  levels 
of  church  life  to  study  the  report. 

The  assembly  endorsed  the  calling  of  a 
Fifth  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  in  1987  or  1988  to  “gather  up  the 
fruits”  of  the  studies  and  to  evaluate  the 
implications  of  various  steps  toward 
unity.  Among  the  identified  needs  is  a 
common  understanding  of  the  apostolic 
faith.  This  project  would  be  of  the 
magnitude  of  preparing  a  new  Nicene- 
type  creed  that  would  relate  the 
Christian  faith  in  terms  understandable 
today.  t 

Full  participation 

"Everywhere  in  the  world,  women  are 
the  majority  in  our  congregations,” 
reported  Nicole  Fischer  of  Switzerland. 

The  Sixth  Assembly  here  attempted  to 
move  closer  to  that  reality  in  the 
composition  of  the  delegation  but,  in  fact, 
female  delegates  were  less  than  a  third 
of  the  total,  and  young  people  (under  30) 
were  about  10  percent  of  the  body.  About 
equal  parts  were  lay  and  clergy. 

The  ordination  of  women  and  the  full 
inclusion  of  children  in  the  life  of  the 
church  emerged  as  high  priorities,  with  a 
nod  of  respect  toward  the  churches  who 
say  their  theology  does  not  allow  the 
ordination  of  women. 

The  assembly  urges  the  301  churches  to 
work  harder  to  insure  full  participation 
of  their  members  and  to  remove 
"barriers”  so  the  church  itself  is  a 
visible  sign  of  an  inclusive  community 
whether  persons  are  young  or  old, 
disabled  or  illiterate,  male  or  female. 

Sharing 

Sharing  between  churches  must  be 


V/A1NUUU  V£,tt,  B.c.  —  The  World  Council  of  Churches  Sixth  Assembly  drew  delegates  from  Christian  churches  in 
more  than  100  nations.  The  assembly  concluded  August  10  in  a  schedule  extended  several  hours  because  the  dele¬ 
gates  engaged  in  protracted  debate  over  internal  matters  as  well  as  policy  statements  on  world  issues.  Earlier  on  the 
final  day  the  WCC  passed  a  strong  statement  on  peace,  declaring  production  and  deployment  of  nuclear  weapons  a 
crime  against  humanity  and  calling  on  Christians  to  consider  civil  disobedience  as  a  way  of  protesting  it. 


more  than  just  sharing  of  money,  the 
assembly  said.  The  worship  services  at 
the  assembly  here  were  seen  as  a  visible 
demonstration  of  how  worship  can  be 
enlivened  by  the  sharing  of  music,  art 
forms,  and  of  the  Bible  across  cultural 
and  language  diversities.  More  sharing 
through  visitation  between  churches, 
theological  study  and  participation  in 
ecumenical  church  loan  and  develop¬ 
ment  funds  are  urged. 

Healing 

Regarding  healing,  the  churches  are 
asked  seriously  to  consider  more 
emphasis  on  healing  of  the  whole  person 
and  preventive  health  care  systems. 
More  guidance  in  personal  Christian 
lifestyle  to  counter  the  global  problems 
of  alcohol,  tobacco  and  addictive  drugs, 
particularly  among  young  people,  is  also 
urged  of  local  churches. 

Technology 

The  assembly  attempted  primarily  to 
deal  with  the  problem  of  modernity  —  the 
enormous  increase  in  human  power  to 
both  create  and  destroy  through  modern 
technology. 

"We  are  pleading  that  the  member 
churches  tackle  the  problems  related  to 
the  power  of  technology  and  its  impact  on 
human  beings,”  said  Paulos  Mar  Gregorios 
of  India. 

Technology  is  viewed  both  as  a  gift 
and,  sometimes,  an  evil.  The  assembly 
recommended  that  ‘‘scientists 
throughout  the  world  (should)  not 
participate  in  any  research  associated 


with  the  production  of  chemical  and 
biological  weapons.”  But,  a  continuing 
dialogue  with  the  scientific  community  is 
urged  in  regard  to  appropriate  technol¬ 
ogy,  micro-electronics,  automation  and 
patterns  of  employment. 

Peace 

In  an  analysis  of  security,  the 
assembly  says  "while  all  human  beings 
have  a  right  to  live  in  security,  it  should 
not  be  achieved  at  the  expense  of 
others.” 

"Peace  by  terror”  is  disavowed,  and 
great  concern  is  expressed  over  the 
increasing  militarization  of  the  world. 

Of  nuclear  weaponry,  the  conviction  is 
expressed  that  "the  production  and 
deployment  of  weapons  is  as  much  a 
crime  against  humanity  as  their  use 
because  of  the  enormous  costs  which 
tend  to  distort  national  priorities,  hinder 
development  and  tend  to  lead  to  injustice 
for  the  poor.” 

Education 

The  churches  should  have  more 
expertise  available  and  educational 
opportunities  "to  help  families  find 
Christian  answers  to  family  life  issues 
and  help  members  of  a  home  take 
responsibility  for  living  according  to 
their  faith  in  both  church  and  society,” 
the  assembly  said. 

The  congregation  should  view  itself, 
the  report  suggests,  as  the  "extended 
family"  for  its  members.  Churches  are 
further  encouraged  to  be  aware  of  the 
ways  in  which  families  are  changing 
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around  the  globe  and  be  responsive 
especially  to  the  needs  of  single-parent 
families. 

Informal  and  formal  education  in  the 
public  sector  are  of  growing  concern, 
especially  because  education  is  often  the 
instrument  of  indoctrination  into 
ideologies.  More  church  presence  in 
public  education  issues  is  encouraged,  as 
are  more  active  campus  ministries. 

Communicating  credibly 

“Communications  should  serve  the 
people  rather  than  people  serving 
communication,"  the  delegates  agreed. 

Particular  efforts  must  be  made  in 
church  communications  to  be  sensitive  to 
differences  in  cultures.  "We  were  made 
aware  of  the  depth  of  alienation  which 
many  groups  feel  when  their  language 
and  culture  are  disregarded,”  the  report 
says. 

In  relation  to  the  mass  media  industry, 
churches  are  encouraged  to  take  a  stance 
which  is  at  the  same  time  pastoral, 
evangelical,  and  prophetic.  It  should  be 
pastoral  in  trying  to  understand  the 
tensions  of  those  who  work  in  the  media, 
evangelical  in  using  the  media  to 
proclaim  the  Christian  truth  with 
humility  and  conviction,  and  prophetic  in 
providing  a  continuing  critique  of  the 
performance,  content,  and  techniques  of 
the  mass  media  and  the  ideologies  which 
lie  behind  them.  Development  of  media 
awareness  in  local  churches  was 
encouraged  as  a  means  to  these  ends. 

- SHARON  MIELKE 


UM  pension  funds  involved 

S.  African  investment  guidelines  denounced 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
VANCOUVER,  B.C.  -  The  "Sullivan 
Principles”  which  are  supposed  to  be  a 
means  of  ridding  South  Africa  of 
"apartheid”  (forced  racial  segregation) 
were  denounced  as  “ameliorative  and 
unsatisfactory"  here  last  week  by  the 
head  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  "Sullivan  Principles”  —  a  group  of 
provisions  by  which  U.S.  industries  are 
encouraged  to  fight  apartheid  by 
working  for  improvements  "within  the 
system”  —  have  been  the  guidelines  for 
investment  of  United  Methodist  ministe¬ 
rial  pension  funds  for  several  years. 


Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  the  general 
secretary  of  the  South  Africa  Council  of 
Churches,  said  Dr.  Leon  Sullivan,  who 
proposed  the  principles,  was  “used.  "  He 
said  the  principles  merely  make 
apartheid  "more  acceptable,  more 
comfortable.  We  do  not  want  to  make 
apartheid  more  comfortable,  we  want  it 
dismembered.” 

"The  Sullivan  Principles  are  nothing 
more  than  what  a  good  employer  would 
do  any  place,”  he  said  in  response  to  a 
question  during  a  press  conference  here 
at  the  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches.  The  WCC  has  long 


been  an  outspoken  critic  of  South  African 
apartheid  policies. 

Bishop  Tutu,  an  Anglican,  heads  the 
South  African  Council  of  Churches  which 
is  composed  of  all  the  black 
denominations  and  mainline  English- 
speaking  churches,  including  the 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa. 

He  was  denied  a  visa  to  attend  the  WCC 
meeting  until  after  the  assembly  started. 
The  bishop  has  been  denied  visas  10 
times  in  the  last  18  months. 

At  variance  with  Gospel 

"Apartheid  is  fundamentally  at 
variance  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 


Bishop  Tutu  Dr.  Sullivan 

Christ,”  Bishop  Tutu  continued.  He  noted 
that  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches  last  year  declared 
apartheid  a  Christian  “heresy.” 

"Anyone  who  supports  apartheid 
should  be  asked:  Would  you  support 
Nazism,  because  apartheid  is  just  as 
vicious  and  evil." 

The  South  African  leader  did  not  rule 
out  the  possibility  of  investment  in  South 
Africa  but  he  said  it  could  only  be 
justified  if  certain  conditions  were  met: 
that  the  workers  would  be  able  to  live 
with  their  families  near  their  place  of 
employment,  that  the  laborer  had 
mobility  and  the  freedom  to  sell  his  labor 
wherever  he  chose. 

"Unless  those  conditions  are  met  — 
which  strike  at  the  heart  of  apartheid  — 
you  are  benefiting  from  the  misery  and 
suffering  of  black  people.  Investment  in 
South  Africa  is  as  much  a  moral  issue  as 
it  is  an  economic  situation." 

He  said  the  neighboring  nations  to 
South  Africa  have  no  choice  but  to  trade 
with  South  Africa  because  of  the  history 
of  their  economics,  but  other  nations 
have  choices  and  could  be  more 
discriminating  in  their  trading  partners. 

Policy  uproots  families 

The  apartheid  policy  of  forced  racial 
segregation  has  uprooted  3.5  million 
families  and  "dumped  them  in  the  rural 
areas,"  he  said.  Men  are  separated  from 
their  families  forcibly  for  11  months  of 
the  year,  which  leads  to  other  problems 


of  abandonment  and  prostitution. 

Asked  to  comment  on  recent  shootings 
in  one  of  the  black  “homeland”  areas, 
the  bishop  said,  "Our  situation  is  very 
volatile.  On  the  surface  there  is  calm,  but 
I  would  not  be  surprised  if  there  were  an 
explosion  along  tjie  lines  of  the  Soweto 
uprising  in  June  1976  in  the  rural  areas 
where  "people  will  want  to  kill  because 
they  want  to  eat.” 

Asked  if  a  peaceful  solution  were 
possible  in  South  Africa,  he  said  it  might 
be  "if  we  could  have  a  national 
convention  of  all  the  acknowledged 
leaders  of  all  our  community.  Anything 
less-than-full  participation  would  lead  to 
a  cul-de-sac  (dead-end)." 

Asked  about  the  effectiveness  of  WCC 
support  Bishop  Tutu  said  the  "spiritual 
element  of  prayer  support  is  crucial”  and 
that  the  "symbolic  grants"  from  the 
WCC’s  Special  Fund  of  the  Program  to 
Combat  Racism  help  "black  people 
believe  the  church  is  credible  when  it 
says  it  opposes  racism.” 

"Maybe  one  day  it  will  dawn  on  the 
white  Afrikaners  that  nobody  hates 
them.  They  are  scared,  but  the  world  is 
waiting  to  embrace  them  if  only  they 
would  give  up  this  obsession.  One  day 
they  will  believe  they  are  persons  of 
‘intrinsic  value’  and  then  we  will  have  a 
wonderful  revolution  because  if  they 
accepted  that  they  would  have  to  accept 
that  for  others  too.” 

"They  are  humans;  the  South  Africans 
don't  sprout  horns  or  tails,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  noted  that  the  white  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  is  no  longer  as  blatant 
in  claiming  scriptural  support  for 
apartheid.  Further,  many  are  stating 
that  apartheid  is  not  in  line  with 
scripture. 

"People  often  feel  sorry  for  us,  but  it’s 
easier  to  be  a  Christian  in  South  Africa 
than  in  Canada  or  the  United  States 
because  the  issues  are  so  clear  cut.  I 
would  not  be  authentic  if  I  did  not  go  back 
to  South  Africa;  I  am  made  by  that 
situation  and  upheld  by  their  prayers.  ” 

-SHARON  MIELKE 
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Seven  leaders 
chosen  by  WCC 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.  (RNS)  - 
Three  women  and  four  men  have  been 
elected  presidents  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  until  the  next 
assembly,  probably  seven  or  eight 
years  hence. 

The  only  North  American  on  the 
presidium  —  which  was  expanded 
from  six  to  seven  members  —  will  be 
Dr.  Lois  Wilson,  of  Kingston,  Ontario, 
immediate  past  moderator  of  the 
United  Church  of  Canada.  The  other 
two  female  presidents  are  Dame  Nita 
Barrow,  a  Methodist  and  health 
consultant  from  Barbados  in  the 
Caribbean,  who  has  been  president  of 
the  World  YMCAs  since  1975,  and 
Marga  Buehrig,  of  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  a  member  of  the  Swiss 
Reformed  Church. 

Two  Orthodox  prelates  will 
represent  that  tradition  on  the 
presidium.  They  are  Paulos  Mar 
Gregorios  of  India,  who  is 
Metropolitan  of  Delhi  and  the  North  in 
the  Orthodox  Syrian  Church  of  the 
East  and  principal  of  the  Orthodox 
Theological  Seminary  at  Kottayam, 
India;  and  Patriarch  Ignatios  of 
Lebanon,  who  is  Greek  Orthodox 
patriarch  of  Antioch  and  all  the  East. 

The  other  two  WCC  presidents  are 
Bishop  Johannes  Hempel,  Dresden, 
East  Germany,  who  heads  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Saxony;  and  Archbishop  W.P.K. 
Makkhulu,  of  Botswana. 

Churches  in  the  United  States  will 
have  23  members  on  the  new  Central 
Committee.  They  include  Presiding 
Bisl#p  John  M.  Allin  of  the  Episcopal 
Church;  Dr.  Robert  Campbell,  Dr.  W. 
Franklyn  Richardson  and  Dr.  Mary 
O.  Ross,  all  Baptists;  Dr.  Robert  M. 
Neff,  Church  of  the  Brethren;  Dr. 
Paul  Crow,  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ);  Kara  L.N.  Cole, 
Friends;  Bishop  James  R.  Crumley, 
Bishop  David  W.  Preus,  and  Janice 
Harmon,  all  Lutherans;  Dr.  Rena 
Karefa-Smart,  Bishop  James  M.  Ault, 
Olivia  Muchena,  Theressa  Hoover, 
Dr.  Janice  Love,  Dr.  Sylvia  Talbot, 
and  Dr.  Robert  Huston,  all 
Methodists. 
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Assembly  eyes  arms  race 

Alternative  proposed  to  nuclear  tveapons 


VANCOUVER.  B.C.  (ABNS)  -  "I'm 
willing  to  die  for  democracy,  but  I’m  not 
willing  to  kill  for  it.”  The  Rev.  Ronald  Sider 
told  delegates  and  visitors  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Sixth  Assembly. 

Dr.  Sider.  who  is  associate  professor  of 
theology  at  Eastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Philadelphia,  appeared  on  a 
panel  on  ‘‘The  Deterrents  Debate.” 

With  tongue  in  cheek,  Dr.  Sider 
suggested  that  one  way  to  deter  the  use  of 
nuclear  weapons  would  be  to  ask  each  of 
the  top  generals  in  the  United  States  and 

Dear  Deborah 


Russia  to  have  a  member  of  their  family 
live  next  to  one  of  their  enemy  targets. 

More  seriously,  he  offered  a  viable,  if 
somewhat  idealistic,  alternative  to 
nuclear  weapons  as  deterrents  to  war  in 
a  nuclear  age. 

“Civilian-based  defense  is  the  best 
answer,”  Dr.  Sider  said.  ‘‘We  as  civilians 
should  adopt  nonviolent  ways  of 
defending  ourselves.” 

This  would  bring  a  radical  change  in 
values,  the  professor  admitted.  We  might 
be  faced  with  such  things  as  a  cutoff  of 


Friendship  changes 


Dear  Deborah: 

When  we  moved  to  our  present  town 
four  years  ago  I  was  befriended  by  a 
wonderful  person  I  met  at  the  church.  We 
are  really  quite  different  in  many  ways 
but  we  enjoy  being  together  very  much.  I 
had  just  been  divorced  and  so  had  she  so 
we  had  much  in  common  on  that  account. 

Now  I  have  met  a  man  I  &m  probably 
going  to  marry  soon  and  my  friend  is 
obviously  very  jealous  even  though  she 
says  she  never  wants  to  marry  again 
herself.  She  keeps  right  on  planning  trips 
and  dinners  out  and  expects  me  to  come 
along  with  her  as  I  did  before.  I  feel  a 
real  chill  when  I  say  ‘‘no”  to  her. 

My  daughter  really  likes  the  man  I 
plan  to  marry  and  so  as  far  as  my  family 
is  concerned  all  is  well.  I  feel  very  guilty 
about  this  friend  and  her  attitude  really 
makes  it  hard  for  me  to  enjoy  my  good 
future. 

I  talked  to  our  pastor  about  how  she  felt 
toward  me  and  he  said  I  had  to  tell  her 
how  I  felt  and  clear  the  air.  Well,  easier 
said  than  done.  I  have  tried  several  times 
to  bring  up  the  subject  but  chicken  out  at 
the  last  minute.  Is  there  any  alternative? 

A.  B. 

Dear  A.  B.: 

If  you  are  unwilling  to  face  the 
matter  directly  you  will  have  to 
come  at  it  more  subtly  and  it  will 
take  much  longer.  You  are  not  the 
first  one  to  face  this  kind  of 
dilemma.  Didn't  you  face  it  the  first 


time  you  married ? 

Perhaps  you  can  include  your 
friend  in  your  planning  for  the 
events  leading  up  to  your  wedding. 
Be  careful  not  to  leave  her  out  of 
things. 

Whenever  we  marry  our  time  for 
friends  becomes  limited  to  some 
extent.  Let  your  friend  know  that 
you  want  to  continue  your  friendship 
but  that  it  will  have  to  be  nurtured  at 
different  times  than  previously  — 
such  as  at  lunch  time  or  when  you 
will  be  free  from  obligations  to  your 
new  husband.  Be  agressive  in 
suggesting  these  times  so  that  she 
will  not  constantly  be  in  a  position  to 
receive  “no’s”  to  her  proposals  for 
activities  together. 

When  you  are  with  your  friend  try 
not  to  just  talk  about  your  wonderful 
new  husband  and  how  great  it  is  to 
be  married  again!  On  the  other 
hand,  don’t  belittle  your  new  found 
happiness.  Just  remain  warm  and 
loving  toward  this  friend.  Help  her 
to  accept  you  and  your  marriage 
and  perhaps,  some  day,  she  will 
rejoice  with  you  wholeheartedly.  It 
won't  be  easy  to  accomplish  this  but 
it  can  be  done. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Write: 
“Dear  Deborah,”  P.  0.  Box'  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


raw  materials  which  would  affect  our 
ability  to  produce  and  ultimately  affect 
our  affluent  lifestyles. 

Dr.  Sider  called  for  a  “worldwide 
peace  revival”  which  would  have  the 
same  efffect,  he  claims,  the  religious 
revivals  in  the  1800s  had  on  the  abolition 
of  slavery. 

“I  dream  of  people  finding  that  the  way 
of  the  cross  is  the  way  to  peace,”  he  said. 

In  an  interview  following  his  pre- 
sensation,  he  said,  “I  want  to  stress  that 
I'm  talking  about  a  change  in  lifestyle.” 
Dr.  Sider  cautioned,  “We've  got  to 
consider  whether  we  should  give  up  our 
jobs  if  they  contribute  to  militarism.” 

He  was  called  an  idealistic  dreamer  by 
some  participants. 

“The  ‘realistic’  approach  of  our 
national  leadership  is  insane,”  Dr.  Sider 
said.  “Is  my  proposal  any  less  realistic 
than  Reagan’s?” 

Also  appearing  on  the  panel  were 
Bishop  Habgood  (UK),  Metropolitan 
Gregorious  (India),  and  Dr.  Alan  Geyer 
(US). 

Bishop  Habgood  took  a  position  in 
direct  opposition  to  Dr.  Sider.  He  said  we 
must  face  the  fact  that  nuclear  weapons 
are  with  us  for  the  foreseeable  future  and 
we  must  also  face  the  certainty  of  inter¬ 
national  conflict. 

Metropolitan  Gregorious  urged  the 
creation  of  a  new  economic  order  which 
would  make  deterrents  unnecessary. 


Charlotte  mulls 
charges  against 

PTL’s  Bakker 


History  of  Hymns 

Inspired  dad  writes  hymn 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
O  Jesus,  I  have  promised 
To  serve  thee  to  the  end; 

Be  thou  forever  near  me, 

My  Master  and  my  Friend; 

I  shall  not  fear  the  battle 
If  thou  art  by  my  side, 

Nor  wander  from  the  pathway 
If  thou  wilt  be  my  guide. 

A  young  girl  and  her  two  brothers  stood 
for  their  confirmation  on  a  Sunday 
morning  in  1868,  in  the  country  parish  of 
Castle  Camps,  near  Cambridge, 
England. 

The  father  of  these  children  was  the 
pastor  of  the  Anglican  church  in  this 
quiet  community.  John  Ernest  Bode, 
educated  at  Eton  and  Oxford,  had  taken 
Holy  Orders  in  the  Church  of  England  in 
1847. 

After  serving  three  parishes,  he  was 
assigned  to  Castle  Camps,  and  for  15 
years  ministered  to  the  folks  of  this 
community. 


For  this  confirmation  service  for  his 
children.  Mr.  Bode  wrote  a  hymn  of  six 
stanzas  which  began  “0  Jesus,  we  have 
promised." 

The  music  we  associate  with  the  hymn 
was  written  in  1881  for  another  text,  long 
since  forgotten.  The  composer,  Arthur  H. 
Mann,  was  an  outstanding  English 
church  organist  of  his  day.  His  death, 
which  occurred  in  1929,  ended  53  years  as 
organist  at  King's  College  Chapel, 
Cambridge,  where  he  contributed  much 
to  the  great  musical  tradition  in  that 
church. 

His  tune  is  named  “Angel’s  Story”  for 
the  long-forgotten  text  for  which  it  was 
written. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Praise  God  from 
Whom  All  blessings  Flow" 

Dr.  Reynolds  is  a  professor  of  church 
music  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth. 


IM  A  NOCLEAT?  ACtE 
THE  MERE  PROSPECT 
THAT  THE  SKY  MUrHT 
&E  rALUNCr  DOESN’T 
SEEfA  ALL7HATA 
TEPRiP/iNfcr. 


A  mushroom  cloud  from  an  earlier 
nuclear  bomb  test  and  thoughts  about  the 
possibility  of  an  actual  airborne 
holocaust  are  very  much  on  the  minds  of 
secular  and  religious  leaders. 
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Book  Review 

Peacemakers 
tell  story 

Peace  Makers:  Cnristian  Voices 
from  the  New  Abolitionist 
Movement,  edited  by  Jim  Wallis, 
Harper  &  Row.  1983,  155  pages,  $5.95 
By  TED  DOTTS 

Read  with  care!  This  book  aims  at  the 
spiritual  conversion  of  the  reader  by 
using  the  most  effective  means  — 
personal  testimony. 

In  twenty  stories,  24  persons  —  known 
and  unknown  leaders  —  witness  to  their 
own  conversion  to  active  peacemaking 
and  its  attendant  spiritual  growth. 

Our  lives  together  under  the  threat  of 
nuclear  destruction  promotes  a  sense  of 
helplessness  in  us.  This  book  reveals  that 
our  helplessness  exists  as  a  chalice  for 
God’s  grace. 

Although  the  popular  approach  often 
charges  collections  like  this  with 
unevenness,  I  found  each  one  of  the 
twenty  stories  exciting,  nourishing,  and 
capable  of  giving  me  holy  anxiety.  Some 
of  them  managed  to  get  my  time  for  a 
second  reading  —  the  nuclear  engineers 
(Janet  and  Robert  Aldridge).  Billy 
Graham,  the  black  historian  (Vincent 
Harding),  the  feminist  (Virginia  Ramey 
Mollenkott),  and  the  interview  with  four 
Catholic  bishops. 

I  did  not  learn  anything  factually  new 
about  the  nuclear  arms  race,  but  I  did 
learn  that  this  book  will  serve  as  an 
introduction  for  any  and  all  who  might  be 
tempted  to  immerse  themselves  in  this 
crucial  issue.  But,  that  I  did  not  learn  any 
new  facts  does  not  mean  the  book  missed 
gifting  me.  Indeed,  I  feel  more  than  ever 
the  shadow  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki 
over  my  shoulder;  and,  best  of  all,  I  feel 
my  membership  in  a  community 
dedicated  to  the  abolition  of  nuclear 
warfare. 

Surprisingly,  the  sense  of  community 
with  these  folks  startled  me  in  a 
refreshing  way.  We  Christians  can  unite 
across  complex  historical  chaos.  This 
book  proves  it.  One  United  Methodist 
pastor  (Bill  Kellerman)  writes,  but  long 
before  I  got  to  his  story,  I  knew  myself  in 
communion  with  folks  as  different  from 
my  tradition  as  Mennonite  and  Baptist. 

Sometimes  I  churned  inside,  because 
in  these  stories  I  saw  things  I  could  dare 
to  do.  That  opens  avenues  for  me  I 
thought  closed  or  nonexistent.  I  even 
found  a  way  to  use  the  tension  between 
just  war  and  pacifism. 

I  intend  to  make  this  book  available  to 
my  local  congregation,  and  I  hope  to  set 
aside  several  Sundays  in  my  Sunday 
School  class  to  read  some  of  the  stories. 

The  Rev.  Ted  Dotts  of  Saint  John's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lubbock, 
Texas,  is  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the 
Reporter. 


BOB  MAYER 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (EP)  —  For  the 
past  seven  months,  controversy  has 
ebbed  through  the  city  of  Charlotte  and 
its  multi-faceted  evangelical  community 
over  Charlotte  Observer  reports  of 
unethical  practices  at  the  PTL  Club. 
PTL’s  headquarters  and  television 
studios  are  located  in  the  Charlotte  area 
and  the  international  Christian  ministry 
founded  and  headed  by  Rev.  James 
Bakker  generates  several  hundred  jobs 
as  well  as  tourist  revenue  for  the  Queen 
City. 

The  PTL-Charlotte  Observer  confron¬ 
tation  boiled  over  last  February  after  a 
full  page  expose  by  Observer  reporters 
Tex  O’Neil  and  Allen  Cowan  charged 
that: 

1)  The  PTL  Organization  purchased  a 
$375,000  oceanfront  condominium  in 
Florida  for  use  primarily  by  Jim  Bakker 
and  his  wife  Tammy. 

2)  The  condominium  purchase  came 
while  PTL  was  experiencing  a  critical 
cash  shortfall,  according  to  Mr.  Cowan 
and  Mr.  O'Neil.  In  May  of  1982,  PTL 
reported  a  cash  shortfall  of  five  million 
dollars,  according  to  the  Observer.  On 
August  18,  1982,  Mr.  Bakker  read  over 
the  air  a  listing  of  PTL  overdue  accounts. 
Nearly  100  employees  were  laid  off. 

3)  In  addition  to  the  condo  purchase, 
nearly  $81,000  in  furnishings  including 
approximately  $22,000  for  wall  to  ceiling 
mirrors. 

4 )  The  reporters  also  claimed  that  they 
had  evidence  of  PTL  spending  $27,000  for 
items  such  as  sauna,  sunroom  and  gold- 
plated  bathroom  Fixtures.  They  produced 

Year  of  the  Bible 


a  cancelled  check  and  a  purchase  order 
for  the  various  items  as  documentation 
of  their  claims. 

Charlotte  Observer  Editor  Richard 
Oppel  defended  the  news  story.  “One 
obligation  of  a  newspaper  is  to  audit  the 
performance  of  important  community 
institutions  and  PTL  is  that  in  Charlotte 
and  the  Carolinas.”  Mr.  Oppel  also 
claimed  that  the  Observer  made  many 
attempts  to  meet  with  Mr.  Bakker  with 
no  success. 

Mr  Bakker  did  not  respond  directly  to 
the  Observer  but  did  grant  an  interview 
to  television  station  WBT  in  an  attempt 
to  give  his  side  of  the  story.  In  a  staff 
meeting  with  employees,  two  days  after 
the  Observer  report,  he  once  again 
asserted,  ‘This  ministry  is  run  right  and 
decently  and  in  order  .  .'  Reports 
indicate  that  the  condominium  has  since 
been  sold. 

The  Observer  followed  up  with  a  major 
story  last  May  29.  In  it  they  claimed  that 
illegal  practices  were  used  by  the  PTL 
organization  in  the  purchase  of  several 
pieces  of  property  by  PTL  from  private 
owners.  The  Observer  claimed  that: 

PTL  and  the  sellers  agreed  to  sales 
prices  that  exceeded  what  local  tax 
assessors  and  others  familiar  with  real  . 
estate  values  say  were  the  properties’ 
fair  market  value.  PTL  offered  to  credit 
sellers  with  donations  that  covered  a 
portion  of  the  selling  price.  Sellers  were 
offered  receipts  for  their  donations  that 
they  could  use  to  lower  their  taxable 
incomes  and  thus,  their  income  taxes. 

Bob  Mayer  is  the  editor  of  the  Advent 
Christian  Witness. 


Judge  quotes  often 
from  biblical  wisdom 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  A  New  York 
judge  says  he  always  keeps  a  Bible 
handy,  and  it  isn’t  just  to  swear  in 
witnesses.  Bible-quoting  Judge  Theodore 
Kupferman  says  he  constantly  uses 
scriptures  to  illustrate  a  legal  point. 

When  he  wants  a  concise  yet 
comprehensive  quotation  to  illustrate  a 
point  and  reach  a  sensible  conclusion,  his 
best  source  is  the  Bible,  says  Judge 
Kupferman,  an  associate  justice  of  the 
New  York  State  appellate  division  and  a 
former  U.S.  congressman. 

For  example,  when  the  question  of  a 
lawyer  having  a  conflict  of  interest 
arose,  Judge  Kupferman  said,  he  cited 
Matthew  6:24  —  “One  cannot  serve  two 
masters."  When  it  was  suggested  that  a 
son  should  deal  with  his  mother  at  arm’s 
length  as  an  adversary,  the  judge  cited 
Book  of  Judges  Ch.  17,  the  story  of  Micah 
and  the  silver  shekels  that  the  son 
returned  to  the  mother. 

In  a  case  where  a  man  of  the  cloth  was 
held  in  contempt  for  refusing  to  tell  a 
grand  jury  about  his  activities  at  Riker’s 
Island  prison.  Judge  Kupferman  said,  he 
pointed  out  the  “proper  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  lay  and  the 
ministerial  functions  ”  saying.  “This 


was  long  ago  recognized  at  the  source 
with  Render  therefore  unto  Caesar  the 
things  which  are  Caesar’s’  (Matthew 
22:21,  Mark  12: 17,  Luke 20:25).” 

Judge  Kupferman,  a  Presbyterian, 
says  he  counts  the  Bible  among  the  great 
works  of  literature  —  full  of  drama, 
conflict,  teachings  and  history  —  and 
understandably  one  of  the  best  sellers  of 
all  times.  He  is  a  former  justice  of  the 
New  York  State  Supreme  Court  and  was 
a  U.S.  Representative  during  the  89th 
and  90th  Congress. 

The  judge's  enthusiasm  for  the  Bible 
eventually  drew  him  to  the  Layman’s 
National  Bible  Committee,  the  interfaith 
group  which  sponsors  the  annual 
National  Bible  Week  which  comes  during 
Thanksgiving  week.  He  served  as 
president  of  the  group  from  1975-80  and 
later  as  chairman  of  the  board.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  committee's  board  of* 
directors.  This  year’s  National  Bible' 
Week  celebration  coincides  with  the 
culmination  of  activities  for  the  1983 
Year  of  the  Bible. 


Christians  are  minority 

Small  church  contributes  much  to  India 


ATLANTA  —  A  Methodist  bishop  of 
India,  Joseph  R.  Lance,  says  that  being 
part  of  the  religious  minority  has  both  a 
positive  and  a  negative  side. 

The  negative  view,  says  Bishop  Lance, 
is  that  the  Christian  churches  in  India 
are  so  small  (2.8  percent  of  the 
population)  that  the  other  religions  “do 
not  even  care  whether  there  is  or  is  not  a 
church.”  The  vast  majority  (74  percent) 
of  Indians  are  Hindus. 

From  a  positive  standpoint,  continued 


the  bishop,  “the  contributions  of  the 
church  in  the  fields  of  education,  medical 
work  and  social  development  are  so 
profound  that  the  government  is  unable 
to  overlook  the  contributions  of  the 
church  and  therefore  recognizes  it  and  at 
times  is  even  protective  of  it." 

Bishop  Lance,  who  serves  the  New 
Delhi  and  Agra  conferences  in  India, 
came  to  Atlanta  for  quintuple  bypass 
surgery,  and  now  he  and  Mrs.  Lance  are 
residing  at  Wesley  Towers  through  the 


The  prevalence  of  Hindu  temples  and  roadside  shrines  illustrates  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  Christians  face  daily  in  a  culture  which  sometimes  ignores  them  and 
at  other  times  is  appreciative  of  Christian  influences. 
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recuperation  period.  They  will  return  to 
India  in  September,  and  Bishop  Lance 
will  resume  episcopal  duties  in 
November,  according  to  a  report  by 
Alice  M.  Smith,  news  director  for  the 
Atlanta  Area. 

The  U.  S.  Council  of  Bishops,  upon 
hearing  about  the  bishop’s  ill  health, 
arranged  the  trip  here  and  underwrote 
the  expenses  of  the  operation  and 
recuperation  period.  For  12  years  —  until 
the  Indian  church  became  autonomous  — 
Bishop  Lance  was  a  member  of  the 
council. 

Bishop  Lance,  the  son  of  a  minister, 
says  that  his  Anglican  name  was 
assumed  by  his  grandfather,  Ram  Lai, 
when  he  became  a  Christian,  a  tradition 
at  that  time  to  indicate  the  change  of 
faiths.  That  practice  is  no  longer 
followed,  but  his  family  kept  the  Lance 
name  so  that  everyone,  upon  hearing  it, 
would  denote  them  immediately  as 
Christians. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  India  is  the 
second  largest  Protestant  group  (there 
are  1.5  million  Methodists  sprawled  over 
the  country,  many  in  the  rural  areas) 
The  largest  Protestant  church  is  the 
Church  of  North  India,  a  group  of  six 
denominations  which  joined  in  1970. 

“We  did  vote  to  go  into  the  Church  of 
North  India,  and  did  accept  the  plan  of 
union,"  said  Bishop  Lance.  "Later  on 
there  was  some  misunderstanding  about 
our  ordained  women.  They  could  not 
assure  us  what  would  be  their  status,  and 
we  wanted  assurance  that  their  status 
would  not  be  changed." 

The  government,  for  the  most  part, 
does  not  try  to  restrict  religious  freedom, 
said  Bishop  Lance.  There  was  an  attempt 
by  Parliament  at  one  time  to  pass  a  bill, 
later  defeated,  which  would  have 
required  a  person  changing  religious 
faiths  to  register  that  information  with 
the  courts. 

Methodists  opposed  the  bill,  said 
Bishop  Lance,  because  it  limited 
religious  freedom  and  because  of 


potentially  adverse  effects  on  rural 
Indians,  who  could  be  more  easily 
intimidated  and  handicapped.  “For 
example,”  said  the  bishop,  “if  you  are  a 
Hindu  and  belong  to  a  lower  sect,  the 
government  gives  you  certain  scholar¬ 
ships  and  certain  benefits  If  you  belong 
to  that  same  caste,  but  you  are  Christian, 
you  are  not  given  those  benefits.” 

Evangelism  by  Christians  is  not  re¬ 
stricted  by  the  government,  said  the 
bishop,  but  “there  is  jealousy  and  malice 
on  the  part  of  other  religions, 
particularly  Hindu,  when  a  large  number 
of  conversions  takes  place.” 

He  added  that  there  have  been  “grow¬ 
ing  tensions  between  some  of  the 
Christian  sects  in  the  south  and  some 
very  zealous,  conservative  Hindu 
groups.  Some  of  the  Christian,  villages 


Many  churches  overseas  have  become 
autonomous  in  recent  years  as  the 
General  Conference  has  become  aware 
that  the  overseas  churches  “had  hardly 
any  say”  in  setting  the  global  church 
program  and  that  overseas  churches 
were  “breaking  away”  because  of  it, 
said  the  bishop. 

Being  part  of  the  connectional  U.S. 
church  also  hampers  overseas  churches 
in  that  the  people  in  those  countries  view 
the  church  as  being  “superimposed  from 
outside  the  country  on  the  culture,”  the 
bishop  continued. 

Bishop  Lance,  who  graduated  from 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary  at 
Evanston,  Ill.,  has  served  widely  in  the 
Indian  Church  as  a  chaplain,  church 
pastor,  and  Secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Social  Concerns;  for  four  years  he  was  a 


“The  government  is  unable  to  overlook 
the  contributions  of  the  church.” 


were  burned  and  oil  poured  into  their 
wells.  But  by  and  large  there  has  not 
been  religious  tension  between  the 
church  and  other  religions.  " 

Bishop  Lance  said  that  Christians  have 
influenced  Hindus  to  relax  the  severe 
restrictions  once  leveled  against  the 
untouchables,  the  lowest  caste  of  the 
Hindu  religion.  When  Hindus  saw  the 
untouchables  being  reached  by  Christian 
groups,  the  Hindus  started  opening  doors 
for  them,  such  as  allowing  them  to  use 
the  wells  and  to  worship  in  the  temples. 

The  “affiliated,  autonomous"  status 
which  the  Methodist  Church  in  India  has 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church  allows 
the  Indian  church  to  set  its  own  goals  and 
plan  its  own  programs  while  enjoying  a 
close  relationship  with  the  U.S.  church. 
Bishop  Lance  and  two  other  delegates 
will  attend  General  Conference  in 
Baltimore  next  May;  they  will  be 
allowed  to  participate  in  discussion  on 
the  floor  but  will  not  be  allowed  to  vote. 


member  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

He  said,  “with  a  great  deal  of 
hesitation,"  that  Global  Ministries  "is 
not  the  most  popular  body  either  here  or 
in  India.” 

One  reason,  said  Bishop  Lance,  is  that 
a  lack  of  communication  has  created  a 
chasm  between  the  national  board  and 
local  churches.  Another  reason  is  that 
the  board  has  “preconceived  notions; 
they  have  already  made  the  decisions 
they  think  they  ought  to  be.” 

Bishop  Lance  said  that  now  the  Indian 
Church  is  “resisting  those  decisions," 
and  the  board  has  “definitely  an 
awareness  that  they  have  to  have  the 
participation  of  the  (overseas)  church.” 

As  a  result,  there  is  more  “give  and 
take,"  he  said.  For  instance,  the  board 
still  draws  up  the  financial  contracts  for 
missionaries  who  serve  in  India,  but  the 
Indian  Church  decides  where  they  will 
serve  and  gives  them  their  assignment. 


Samaritan 
loses  all  his 
possessions 

HOUSTON  (EP)  —  A  Houston  land¬ 
lord  who  says  God  told  him  not  to 
collect  rents  from  his  poor  tenants 
watched  20  of  them  get  eviction 
notices  Aug.  3  from  the  building’s  new 
owners.  “I  just  couldn’t  pay  the  bills 
anymore,”  said  43-year-old  Walter 
Rode.  “This  foreclosure  is  a  victory 

.  .  God  will  provide.” 

Mr.  Rode  whose  Mercedes-Benz 
was  repossessed  Aug.  3  and  whose 
wife  is  filing  for  divorce,  refused  to 
collect  rents  from  the  poor  for  two 
months  at  the  66-unit  Severne 
Apartments  in  West  Houston.  He  also 
stopped  paying  the  mortgage  and 
utility  bills  —  calling  instead  for 
donations  to  provide  the  poor  with 
rent-free  apartments. 

By  Aug.  3,  he  owed  nearly  $500,000 
at  the  two-story  brick  complex  — 
home  for  dozens  of  low-income 
tenants,  including  Vietnamese. 
Mexicans  and  families  relocated  after 
tornadoes  last  spring. 

The  electricity  was  off,  half  his 
tenants  had  moved  out  in  desperation 
or  anger,  and  the  building  had  been 
sold  at  a  bank  auction  for  $525,000. 

“Many  of  the  tenants  were  fond  of 
the  idea  (of  no  rent)  until  the  money 
got  short,”  said  tenant  Judy  Becrast, 
28,  one  of  six  tenants  she  says  support 
Mr.  Rode's  “ministry.”  “When  the 
electricity  was  turned  off  they  got 
very  bitter.  They’ve  called  this  man 
everything  from  a  self-styled  saviour 
to  a  Jim  Jones  —  there’s  nothing  like 
that  going  on.” 

But  tenant  Linda  Napier.  41.  said 
many  residents  “feel  Walter’s 
religious  beliefs  have  gotten  them  into 
a  place  where  they’re  getting  no 
electricity  and  evicted." 

A  spokesman  for  the  new  owners, 
Med  Properties  International,  said 
the  complex  will  be  renovated. 

Mr.  Rode,  who  bought  the  building 
in  1976,  said,  “The  idea  was  to  help 
people  in  distress  —  but  you  have  to 
get  people  together  before  you  start 
this  project." 
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Kay  Madden  (left)  and  Anita  Martin  look  over  the  new  Centenary  tabletop  display 
which  is  used  to  tell  prospective  students  about  the  School  of  Church  Careers.  Kay  is 
director  of  church  relations,  and  Anita  is  an  admissions  counselor  for  the  School  of 
Church  Careers. 

Vocations  Retreats  Set 


Are  you  a  high  school  junior  or  senior 
and  considering  a  profession  with  the 
Church? 

Then  the  Church  Vocations  Retreats  of 
Centenary  College  and  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  will  be  just  the  thing  for  you. 
Registration  will  be  limited;  only  five 
youth  from  each  church  in  the 
Conference  will  be  admitted.  So,  if  you 
are  interested,  contact  your  church 
pastor  today. 

Four  workshops  will  be  given  in  as 
many  areas  of  the  Conference : 

Feb.  3-4;  Alexandria/Lake  Charles 
Feb.  9-10:  New  Orleans/Slidell  —  New 
Orleans/ Houma 

March  23-24;  Shreveport/Monroe/ 
Ruston 

April  6-7:  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  — 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
The  Church  Vocations  Workshops  will 
be  funded  in  part  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  in  Nashville.  A  team  of 
Conference  representatives  and  College 
Staff  will  plan  and  execute  the 

Laura  Echols’ 
Internship 
Turns  Into  Job 

Laura  Echols  has  always  known  she 
would  work  in  the  Church.  And  now,  as  a 
rising  junior  at  Centenary  College,  she  is 
living  up  to  that  lifelong  ambition. 

Her  full-time  summer  position  as 
Youth  Director  at  Summer  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  came  as 
a  result  of  her  internship  there  as  a 
Church  Careers  Student  at  Centenary. 

"My  favorite  thing  about  the  job  is 
being  with  the  youth,"  the  pretty  blonde 
said.  "They  see  me  as  an  adult,  but  also 
as  a  friend  —  they  have  learned  that 
people  who  are  older  can  also  be  their 
friend.  They  really  need  someone  besides 
their  parents  to  talk  to.  I  try  to  get  across 
to  them  that  they’re  special  people  and 
that  they  have  something  to  give.  ” 

As  Youth  Director,  Laura  is  in  charge 
of  the  Sunday  night  program,  involving 
dinner,  a  program,  recreation,  and  a 
worship  service;  excursions,  including  a 
trip  to  Orlando,  Fla.;  volunteer  work 
with  a  Shreveport  Hospitality  House; 
prayer  breakfasts;  small  group 
meetings  with  the  senior  highs;  and  a 
once-a-week  program  for  elementary- 
aged  youth  called  "Worlds  of  Fun." 

"You  really  have  to  know  who  you  are 
to  work  with  these  kids,”  Laura  said. 
"You  have  to  know  how  you  feel  about 
things.  The  Church  Careers  Program  at 
Centenary  has  really  helped  me  with 
this.  It  makes  us  spend  time  looking  at 
ourselves,  thinking  about  our  values.” 

Laura’s  placement  at  Summer  Grove 
is  very  different  from  her  freshman 
internship  at  Jx>ve  Chapel  in  Haughton. 
"Doug  Cain  was  the  pastor  there,  and  he 
suggested  that  I  could  get  a  different 
perspective  on  the  Church  if  I  just 
observed  their  work,  instead  of  being  a 
part  of  it.  He  was  right,  and  it  was  really 
good  for  me.” 

But  Laura  couldn't  stay  away  from  the 
action  too  long.  By  April  of  her  freshman 
year,  she  was  at  work  for  Dr.  John 
Braden  at  Summer  Grove  Methodist 

“Laura  demonstrates  maturity  and 
dedication  far  beyond  her  years  and  has 
a  fine  Christian  spirit,”  said  Dr.  Braden. 


workshops. 

The  basic  purpose  of  these  events  will 
be  to  enable  and  encourage  youth  to 
begin  focusing  on  their  vocational 
concerns.  Recognition  of  a  person’s 
leadership  qualities  will  help  that  student 
begin  looking  at  his  or  her  own 
capabilities  to  make  a  career  decision. 

Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  the 
enlistment  of  youth  for  church-related 
vocations.  By  identifying  their 
leadership  qualities,  students  may  begin 
applying  them  to  the  alternatives  that 
are  available  in  a  church-related 
vocation. 

There  is  a  growing  need  for  more 
Church  professionals  in  our  Conference. 
Helping  our  youth  to  begin  looking  at  the 
future  is  one  area  in  which  United 
Methodist  colleges  can  be  of  service  to  the 
Church. 

To  register  for  a  retreat  or  to  obtain 
more  information,  contact  Kay  Madden, 
Director  of  Church  Relations  at  Centenary. 
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Centenary  Church  Careers  student 
Laura  Echols  (left)  is  a  real  asset  to  Dr. 
John  Braden,  pastor  of  Summer  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

"It  is  fair  to  say  that  excellence  marks 
all  the  work  she  does." 

Laura  is  one  of  over  60  Centenary 
students  enrolled  in  the  Centenary  School 
of  Church  Careers.  "It  takes  a  lot  of 
committment  of  time  and  energy.  You 
have  to  be  dedicated  to  be  in  this 
program,"  the  Shreveporter  said  with  a 
smile.  In  addition  to  all  the  demands  of 
her  internship,  she  is  majoring  in  two 
academic  areas  —  Christian  Education 
and  Elementary  Education. 

Next  year  she’ll  be  putting  that 
expertise  to  work  when  she  helps  with 
Summer  Grove  Methodist's  children’s 
ministries.  Says  Dr.  Braden,  "We  are 
fortunate  to  be  a  part  of  Laura’s 
professional  formation  and  development 
and  to  benefit  from  her  talent.  We  love 
her  deeply.” 


Centenary  Owes  Its  Being  To  The  Church 


A  Word  from  President  Webb: 

I  was  asked  recently,  by  a 
thoughtful  Methodist,  why  — 
since  the  State  provides  so  many 
fine  universities  —  Centenary 
still  exists. 

It  is  an  important  question, 
and  I  feel  deeply  about  the 
answer: 


1.  Its  life  comes  out  of  the 
Judeo-Christian  tradition,  and  it 
strives  to  provide  value-centered 
education. 

2.  It  tries  to  be  a  Christian 
community,  moving  toward 
wholeness. 

3.  It  values  each  human  being: 
this  is  a  person-centered 
community. 


Dr.  Donald  Webb 


4.  By  charter  and  conviction,  it 
values  freedom,  and  seeks  to 
liberate  the  best  in  all  of  us. 

5.  The  people  of  Methodism 
bought  this  college,  established 
it,  helps  shape  its  life:  we  owe 
our  being  to  the  Church. 

6.  Its  Church  Careers 
program,  which  prepares  young 
people  for  Church  vocations,  is 
outstanding. 

7.  But  whatever  career  a 
student  chooses,  the  preparation 
is  for  service  —  to  God,  to 
community,  to  humanity. 

As  you  gather,  I  believe  in 
Centenary’s  mission,  and  am 
grateful  to  be  a  part  of  it. 


1 - - 

|  High  School  Weekend 
i  February  25-26,  1984 

For  more  information 
call  the  Office  of  Admissions 
(318)869-5131 


January  Study  Week 


Speakers  Announced 


Dr.  Sam  Keen,  well-known  author  and 
lecturer,  and  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  T.  L. 
James  Professor  of  Religion  at 
Centenary  College,  will  lead  the 
College’s  annual  January  Study  Week  for 
ministers. 

The  classes  will  be  held  Monday,  Jan. 
23,  through  Thursday,  Jan.  26,  on  the 
Centenary  campus.  Two  CEU  credits 
will  be  offered. 

Dr.  Keen  is  a  contributing  editor  to 
“Psychology  Today”  and  "American 
Health.”  He  is  also  the  author  of  Apology 
for  Wonder,  To  a  Dancing  God, 
beginning  Without  End,  The  Passionate 
Life  —  Stages  of  Loving,  and  more.  He  is 
known  throughout  the  country  for  his 


lectures  and  seminars  on  myth,  love, 
sex,  healing,  war,  politics,  education, 
survival  in  the  ’80s,  self  renewal,  and 
other  timely  topics. 

Dr.  Pomeroy,  the  Biblical  speaker  for 
the  week,  is  most  noted  as  an  educator  of 
Old  Testament  Theology.  He  has  been 
recognized  by  the  Academy  of  Religion 
for  his  work  on  the  Parable  of  the  Sheep 
and  Goats.  A  graduate  of  Centenary,  Dr. 
Pomeroy  earned  his  B.D.  degree  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  and  his 
Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
He  has  taught  at  Centenary  for  30  years. 

Registration  information  on  January 
Study  Week  will  be  sent  from  the  Office 
of  Church  Relations  in  the  fall. 


Centenary  Offers  Resources  to  Churches 


Are  you  looking  for  a  program  idea  or 
keynote  speaker  for  an  event  in  your 
church???  Centenary  College  has  some 
excellent  resources,  just  a  phone  call 
away. 

The  Centenary  Choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress,  tours  in 
January,  with  weekend  concert  tours 
throughout  the  year.  Small  ensembles  of 
10-12  choristers  plus  an  accompanist  are 
also  available  for  church  family  nights, 


special  programs,  or  services.  Their 
calendar  fills  very  quickly.  Concert 
requests  should  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible. 

A  new  addition  to  the  Centenary  staff  is 
Wilson  Brent,  Associate  Director  of  the 
Church  Careers  Program.  Wilson  brings 
skills  in  the  field  of  marriage  and  family 
ministries,  and  is  available  for  evening 
programs,  or  two  —  and  three  —  day 
experiences.  Some  of  Wilson’s 


Three  Added  to  Council 


Three  pastors  have  been  named  to  fill 
vacancies  on  the  Centenary  Church 
Council,  due  to  moves  made  at  the  close 
of  Annual  Conference.  The  Rev.  Dwight 
Ramsey  will  represent  the  Monroe  Area ; 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  New  Orleans/ 
Slidell,  and  Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount,  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond.  We  welcome  these 
pastors  to  the  Council  and  hope  that 
others  will  recognize  them  as  their 
Centenary  contacts  for  these  districts. 

The  Centenary  Church  Council  consists 
of  College  and  Church  staff  with 
representatives  from  each  of  the  nine 
districts.  The  purpose  of  the 
Council  is  to  increase  the  relationship 


between  the  Conference  and  the  College! 
The  members  of  the  Council  actively 
work  to  promote  the  College  within  their 
district  in  the  areas  of  scholarship  de¬ 
velopment  and  the  recruitment  of  po¬ 
tential  students. 

Centenary  College  believes  that  our 
relationship  with  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  vital.  The  Church  Council 
provides  the  most  appropriate  way  for 
that  relationship  to  be  strengthened  by 
involving  persons  throughout  the 
Conference. 

The  next  Council  meeting  will  be 
October  13, 1983. 


Things  got  a  little  confusing  around  the  Church  Careers  offices  this  summer  when 
Wilson  Brent  (right)  joined  Bert  Scott  (left)  as  associate  director  of  the  program. 
Already  nicknamed  Ernie  and  Bert,  they  get  teased  whenever  the  opportunity  arises. 
Which  twin  has  the  Toni? 


workshops  are  "How  to  be  Good 
Parents”;  “Communications”;  "Stress 
Management”;  and  "A  Weekend  for  the 
Family  with  Focus  on  Family  Goal 
Setting  or  Dealing  with  Conflict  or 
Communication  Skills.”  Wilson  also 
leads  a  weekend  experience  in  marriage 
communication.  He  is  a  good  resource 
person  for  programs  dealing  with  these 
ticklish  areas  in  our  own  homes. 

Dr.  Don  Emler,  Associate  Professor  and 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Religion, 
is  an  educational  consultant  and  has 
worked  with  local  churches  in  teacher 
training  and  general  church  leadership 
development.  He  has  helped  local  groups 
from  the  Church  Council  on  Ministry 
with  their  Annual  Planning  Sessions,  and 
has  served  as  a  resource  person  for 
Multiple  Staff  Training.  Dr.  Emler  has 
written  extensively  for  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  house  in  Nashville,  and 
this  spring  his  series  on  the  Gospel  of 
Mark  will  be  featured  in  the  Lent  Issue 
of  the  Adult  Leader. 

Centenary’s  Chaplain  and  Associate 
Professor  of  Religion  Robert  Ed  Taylor 
sheds  creative  light  on  the  Biblical 
teachings  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament. 
He  is  an  excellent  lecturer  for  one-night 
events  such  as  “The  History  and 
Customs  of  Christmas”  and  "Christian 
Thought  on  Sexual  Ethics.”  For  weekend 
events  Rev.  Taylor  focuses  on  par¬ 
ticular  sections  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  such  as  the  life  and  teaching 
of  Jesus;  I,  II,  and  III  John;  the  Corin¬ 
thian  correspondence  of  Paul  ,  I  and  II 
Samuel;  and  numerous  other  subjects. 

Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  T.  L.  James 
Professor  of  Religion,  is  a  Biblical  expert 
with  deep  insight  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  scriptures.  Areas  of  expertise 
include  New  Testament  theology,  books 


of  the  New  Testament,  world  religion  — 
Buddhism,  Islam;  religion  themes  in 
literature  or  special  focuses  on  wisdom 
literature,  the  writings  of  Luke,  the  book 
of  Revelation,  early  Church  history,  or 
the  Gospel  of  Matthew.  Dr.  Pomeroy  will 
also  be  teaching  a  series  in  January 
Study  Week  at  Centenary  in  1984. 

Bert  Scott,  Director  of  the  Church 
Careers  Program,  has  led  weekend 
retreats,  ski  vacations,  and  other 
experiences  for  Church  people  of  all  ages 
—  youth  to  adult.  He  is  known  for  his 
Chrysalis  Weekends  with  the  church 
family,  leading  them  in  Church  renewal. 
Bert  has  also  led  other  events  dealing 
with  personal  growth,  interpersonal 
relationships,  and  communication  skills. 

The  two  people  who  travel  throughout 
the  conference  most  for  our  College  are 
President  Donald  W.  Webb  and  Kay 
Madden.  Both  the  President  and  the 
Director  of  Church  Relations  work  at 
keeping  the  lines  of  communication  open 
between  the  College  and  the  Church.  Dr. 
Webb’s  schedule  for  this  next  year 
includes  preaching  in  churches 
throughout  the  state;  speaking  at  special 
multi-day  church  events,  and  speaking  to 
community  groups.  He  is  well  known  for 
his  reading  of  poetry  and  for  entertaining 
at  Christmas  with  his  "Whales  Tales.” 

Miss  Madden  travels  from  church  to 
church  keeping  ministers  and  laypersons 
informed  about  Centenary.  She  is 
available  to  give  a  variety  of  programs  to 
groups,  including  how  to  start  a 
scholarship,  how  to  make  career 
decisions,  the  history  of  the  College,  and 
other  college-church  information. 

If  you  are  interested  in  using  any  of 
these  Centenary  resources  in  your 
church,  please  contact  the  Office  of 
Church  Relations,  (318  )  869-5108. 


Student  Teams  Ready 


Back  by  popular  demand  are  Student 
Teams  from  the  School  of  Church 
Careers  at  Centenary. 

They  will  be  available  to  your  church 
on  Centenary  Days  in  the  fall  and  spring: 
Sundays,  Sept.  25,  Oct.  23,  Nov.  13,  Feb. 
19,  March  18,  and  May  6. 

The  Church  Careers  program  is  a 
rigorous  and  demanding  program 
involving  classwork,  field  work  and 
internships,  and  journaling.  Academic 


areas  of  interest  include  Christian 
Education,  Sacred  Music,  and  Pre- 
Seminary  or  Graduate  school. 

Members  of  the  student  teams  are 
eager  to  conduct  worship  services, 
special  events,  or  youth  programs.  If  you 
would  like  to  have  one  of  these  teams 
come  to  your  church  for  a  Centenary 
Day.  please  contact  Kay  Madden,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Church  Relations,  Centenary 
College.  (318  )  869-5108. 
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Chatauqua  Society  Endows 
Lectureship  at  Centenary 


An  accredited  course  in  Judaica  has 
been  endowed  for  the  1983-84  academic 
year  at  Centenary  College  by  the  Jewish 
Chautauqua  Society  Resident 
Lectureship  program.  The  Lectureship 
will  be  held  by  Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz, 
Jr.  of  Congregation  B’nai  Zion. 

Rabbi  Lefkowitz  attended  the 
University  of  Texas  before  transferring 
to  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  where  he 
received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
1932.  He  then  entered  Hebrew  Union 
College-Jewish  Institute  of  Religion  in 
Cincinnati,  receiving  a  Bachelor  of 
Hebrew  Letters  degree  and  his  rabbinic 
ordination  in  1939.  The  rabbi  earned  a 
Doctor  of  Theology  degree  from  Pike’s 
Peak  Seminary  in  1953.  He  received  an 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Centenary  College  in  1956  and  another 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
Hebrew  Union  College-JIR  in  1962. 


The  endowment  at  Centenary  College 
is  one  of  five  grants  awarded  to  the  state 
of  Louisiana  this  year  and  is  part  of  136 
lectureships  granted  in  1983. 

The  Jewish  Chataugua  Society  is  the 
educational  project  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Temple  Brotherhoods, 
whose  aim  has  been  to  perpetuate  the 
advancement  of  Reformed  Judaism 
through  understanding  and  education. 
The  JSC  is  dedicated  to  the  improvement 
of  inter-faith  relations  and  accomplishes 
this,  in  part,  through  the  endowment  of 
courses  on  Judaica  at  universities 
throughout  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

The  Society  also  sponsors  rabbinic 
visits  to  college  campuses,  donates  books 
to  college  libraries  and  distributes  films 
from  their  library  in  its  effort  to  bring 
about  a  better  understanding  of  people  of 
all  faiths. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  222198,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 

M 

FV  Ministry 

Update 

Robert  Ed  Taylor  To  Teach 


Quarter’s  Satellite  Lessons 

Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Chaplain  and  Associate  Professor  of  Religion  at  Centenary 
College,  will  be  the  instructor  for  the  next  quarter’s  Sunday  School  lessons  on 
satellite.  The  theme  for  the  International  series  is  “God  Reveals  Himself.” 

The  series  will  again  be  on  Westar  IV,  Channel  19,  on  satellite  receivers,  and  will  be 
aired  as  usual  on  Tuesdays  at  7:30  p.m.  August  30  is  the  beginning  date.  Channel  19 
will  be  used  for  the  entire  series. 

The  lessons  are  no  longer  being  aired  on  Sunday  mornings  via  Satcom  3R.  So  few 
were  using  that  presentation  that  the  cost  was  prohibitive.  It  is  hoped  that  those  who 
have  been  using  the  Sunday  period  will  tape  the  lessons  on  Tuesday  evening,  as  many 
others  are  doing. 


SEPTEMBER  2,  1983 


Oakdale  Scoats  Receive 


God  and  Country  Awards 


Persons ,  Churches  Sc  Events 

>:  The  Adult  Choir  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  •: 

<  participated  in  a  retreat  at  Camp  Istrouma  on  August  19-20.  The  choir  members  £: 

and  their  families  enjoyed  fellowship,  rehearsals,  recreation  and  a  closing  £ 
;£  vesper  service.  Dr.  Jerry  Davidson,  Director  of  Music  for  St.  John’s,  led  the 
>:  retreat.  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar  is  the  pastor  of  St.  John’s. 

£  The  Council  on  Ministries  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  West  :|: 
$  Monroe,  Louisiana,  is  sponsoring  the  sale  of  a  selection  of  sermons  by  their  £ 
pastor,  DeWitt  M.  Ginn.  The  title  of  this  book  is  What  Is  The  Gospel?  Dr.  $ 
$  Ginn  is  in  his  f  if  thyeai*  at  First  Uni  ted  Methodist  in  West  Monroe.  £ 

£  Members  of  St.  Andrew’s  UMC  and  Jordan  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  met  at  St.  jl; 
v  Andrew’s  on  Sunday,  August  21  at  6:30  p.m.  for  a  joint  worship  service,  as  a  £ 
£  part  of  a  pulpit  exchange  and  fellowship  between  the  two  churches.  During  the 
£  service,  choirs  from  both  churches  sang,  and  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  pastor  .  £ 
•;  of  Jordan-LeJeune  United  Methodist  Churches,  delivered  the  sermon.  £: 
£  Following  the  worship  service,  members  &  guests  shared  a  time  of  fellowship,  £ 
:£  with  refreshments  provided  by  St.  Andrew.’s.  Fred^Wideman  is  pastor  of  St.  £ 
£  Andrew’s  United  Methodist  Church.  •: 

£  Myron  Madden,  long-time  director  of  pastoral  care  at  Southern  Baptist  :• 
£  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  retires  August  31.  During  his  23  years  at  SBH,  Dr.  :£ 
•:  Madden  has  taught  and  inspired  a  great  number  of  United  Methodist  clergy  and  £ 
laypersons.  ■£ 

;•  *  *  * 

£  The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ponchatoula  will  observe  its  £ 
•:  Homecoming  Rally  September  11.  Former  pastors  and  members  will  be  £ 
£  recognized.  Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  the  pastor.  >: 


..  Two  Shreveport  ministers.  Dr.  Don  Emler  and  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads,  will  serve  •< 
as  instructors  for  "Media  Impacts  the  Classroom  or  Teaching  In  the  21st 
£  Century,”  to  be  held  October  11-12  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  £ 
£  Missouri.  Rev.  Rhoads  will  lead  “Video  Assisted  Instruction,”  and  Dr.  Emler  $ 
will  teach  “Using  Media  as  Curriculum." 

James  H.  Simmons,  an  active  participant  at  Carrollton  United  Methodist  :j: 
£  Church,  New  Orleans,  and  the  Tulane  Wesley  Foundation,  received  his  Ph.D.  in 
:£  Mathematics  August  13.  Dr.  Simmons,  who  will  move  to  Waco,  Texas  to  assume  $ 
;£  a  teaching  position  at  Baylor  University,  served  as  a  student  member  of  the  * 
$  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education. 


Lovely  Lane  Being  Restored 


MARKING  THE  BEGINNING  - 
Lovely  Lane  United  Methodist  Church, 
above,  built  100  years  ago.  carries  on  the 
name  of  the  chapel  where  the  1784 
Christmas  Conference  was  held  marking 
the  beginning  of  organized  Methodism  in 


the  United  States.  The  present  church  is 
a  landmark  in  its  own  right  and  is  the 
subject  of  a  denomination-wide 
campaign  to  restore  the  structure  to  its 
original  glory. 

(A  I’M  VS  PHOTO) 


Five  Boy  Scouts,  all  members  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Oakdale, 
received  God  and  Country  Awards  at  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service.  June  16. 
1983.  Pictured  with  the  pastor.  Dr.  Spiller  Milton,  are  (left  to  right):  John  Mayfield 
and  Winn  Mayfield,  members  of  Elizabeth  Troop  52:  Jeff  Milton,  Kevin  Wilkerson, 
and  Matt  German,  members  of  Oakdale  Troop  51.  To  qualify  for  the  prestigious 
award,  the  scouts  spent  nine  months  in  Sunday  evening  class  sessions  dealing  with 
Biblical,  religious,  and  Methodist  terms  and  terminology:  attending  and  reporting  on 
board  and  committee  meetings:  engaged  in  church  and  community  projects:  and 
studying  the  missional,  world  wide,  and  historical  significance  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 


Editorial 


National  Programming  Continued 
On  Satcom  3R,  Channel  18 


United  Methodist  Communications  are 
continuing  the  national  programming  on 
Satcom  3R,  Channel  18,  on  Sunday 


evenings.  The  schedule  for  September 
and  October  follows : 


Journeys  —  Into  Date 

The  Bible  6-6:30  p.m. 

The  Faith  Community :  Sept.  4 

The  Christian  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  Faith  Community  :  Sept.  11 

The  Muslim  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  World  Community :  Sept.  18 

The  Jewish  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  World  Community:  Sept.  25 

The  Christian  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  World  Community :  Oct.  2 

The  Muslim  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

Interfaith  Cooperation :  Oct.  9 

The  Jewish  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

Interfaith  Cooperation  :  Oct.  16 

The  Christian  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

Interfaith  Cooperation:  Oct.  23 

The  Muslim  View 
Children  of  Abraham  Series, 

Charles  Bauman 

The  Shape  of  Matthew’s  Gospel  Oct.  30 
Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

Cokesbury 


Journeys  —  In  Christian  Growth 
6:30-7 :00  p.m. 

Moral  Development 
The  Other  School  System  Series 


Why  Good  Marriages  Often  Fail 
The  Care  &  Maintenance  of 
a  Good  Marriage 

Identifying  &  Raising  the  Little  You 
The  Care  &  Maintenance  of 
a  Good  Marriage 

Scratching  Where  It  Itches 
The  Care  &  Maintenance  of 
a  Good  Marriage 

Sex :  Resetting  the  Thermostat 
The  Care  &  Maintenance  of 
a  Good  Marriage 

Clearing  Static  on  the  Line 
The  Care  &  Maintenance  of 
a  Good  Marriage 

Keys  to  Keeping  a  Good  Thing  Going 
The  Care  &  Maintenance  of 
a  Good  Marriage 

War  No  More 
Edward  Bauman 


The  Single  Parent  Family 
Focus  on  the  Contemporary 
Family  Series 


Selections  Available 


Cokesbury,  the  retail  sales  division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  has  many  useful,  informative 
and  helpful  books  available.  A  few  of 
those  are  mentioned  here. 

Change  In 
Appointments 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  an¬ 
nounced  the  following  appointments, 
effective  August 21, 1983: 

Howard  Hudson  from  the  Beekman 
Charge  to  Honorable  Location;  Isaac  A. 
Patton,  Retired,  to  the  Beekman  Charge, 
Monroe  District. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


Reporter  considers  taking  news 
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For  anyone  interested  in  a  new 
approach  to  Bible  Study,  Abingdon  Press 
has  recently  released  the  “Church  Bible 
Study  Handbook.” 

In  her  new  book,  author  Robin  Maas 
has  developed  a  totally  different  type  of 
Bible  study  experience  —  a  course  that 
teaches  whatever  skills  are  necessary  or 
needed  for  fruitful  Bible  study. 

•  •  • 

Many  church  members  take  for 
granted  the  loyal  and  efficient  ushers 
who  help  make  worship  services  en¬ 
riched  experiences  says  the  Rev.  Homer 
J.  R.  Elford  in  his  new  book,  “A  Guide  to 
Church  Ushering,”  published  by  Abing¬ 
don  Press. 

“The  purpose  of  this  booklet,”  he 
writes,  “is  to  provide  some  practical  sug¬ 
gestions  to  those  who  serve  as  ushers.” 

•  •  • 

United  Methodists  preparing  for  the 
1984  Bicentennial  will  find  five  recent 
Abingdon  Press  books  useful,  according 
to  UM  Book  Editor  Ronald  P.  Patterson. 
Patterson  is  a  member  of  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Bicentennial  Committee. 

The  books  are:  "Proclaiming  Grace  & 
Freedom:  The  Story  of  United 
Methodism  in  America,”  edited  by  John 
G.  McEllhenney;  “John  Wesley’s 
Theology:  A  Collection  from  His  Works,” 
edited  by  Robert  W.  Burtner  and  Robert 
E.  Chiles;  "Sourcebook  of  American 
Methodism,”  edited  by  Frederick  A. 
Norwood;  “Francis  Asbury,”  by  L.  C. 
Rudolph;  and  “United  Methodist 
Studies:  Basic  Bibliographies,"  edited 
ahd  compiled  by  Kenneth  E.  Rowe. 


When  the  Church  was  young, 
Matthew’s  Gospel,  with  its  particular 
divisions  and  early  educational 
approaches  served  not  only  as  a 
catechism,  but  as  a  pretty  good 
expression  of  the  Christian  faith.  It, 
along  with  the  other  narratives  and 
epistles  of  the  New  Testament,  served  a 
real  need  —  namely,  the  Second 
Coming’s  delay.  With  the  deaths  of  many 
first  generation  Christians,  the  necessity 
for  passing  on  the  story  to  a  new 
generation  was  not  optional. 

Nor  is  it  optional  today!  Our  children 
and  their  children  need  to  hear  the  story, 
share  the  warm  heart  and  be  motivated  to 
try  to  make  a  difference  for  Christ  in  our 
world.  So,  we  are  basically  speaking  of 
Christian  education,  with  the  reminder 
that  saints  are  grown  into  the  image  of 
Christ  and  that  no  lightning  flashes  can 
do  the  trick. 

This  is  Christian  Education  Week,  and 
I  hope  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  taking  advantage  of  it  to 
initiate  stimulating  programs  of  learning 
and  nurture. 

However,  there  is  a  second  reason  for 
this  particular  editorial.  It  was  what  I 
considered  a  priority,  following  one  of 
last  week’s  lead  stories  in  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist.  I  chose  to  use  the 
article  from  Washington,  D  C.,  "Court 
Order  Requiring  Student  Religious 
Groups  Challenged,”  to  show  the  danger 
of  preferential  treatment  of  religion  or 
religious  groups  and  clubs  in  our  schools. 

Some  years  ago.  the  “Regents  Prayer” 
from  New  York  state  opened  a  can  of 
worms.  Believe  me,  in  its  efforts  to 
satisfy  Roman  Catholics,  Protestants 
and  Jews,  it  was  a  “least  common 


DALLAS  (UMNS)  —  A  California  post 
office  box  will  be  the  focus  of  much 
United  Methodist  attention  during  the 
next  six  months. 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Holt,  secretary  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Conference, 
said  that  petitions  from  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  organizations  seeking  changes 
in  church  law  at  the  1984  session 
should  address  their  petitions  to  the  Rev. 
Newell  P.  Knudson,  P.  O.  Box  28809,  San 
Jose,  Calif.  95159.  With  a  few  special 
exceptions,  all  petitions  must  be 
postmarked  by  March  1,  1984,  to  be 


denominator”  and  satisfied  none.  It 
should  have  been  thrown  out  by  the 
courts.  I  certainly  do  not  want  someone 
from  a  far  out  group,  or  a  religious 
expression  with  which  I  heartily 
disagree,  to  be  responsible  for  teaching 
my  children  or  grandchildren  religion. 

As  the  article  last  week  stated,  the 
extremes  of  the  court  action,  forcing  a 
Bible  club  into  the  regular  school  activity 
periods,  could  be  the  recognition  of  the 
Unification  Church  of  Dr.  Moon  or  many 
others  as  legitimate  teachers  of  religion 
for  the  public. 

Back  in  the  fifties  and  sixties,  some  of 
us  had  the  privilege  of  working  in 
Released  Time  Religious  Education.  My 
experiences  were  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
where  our  council  of  churches  and 
ministerial  alliances  took  this  very 
seriously.  It  was  before  or  after  school 
and  held  in  our  churches.  The  whole 
program  was  on  a  voluntary  basis  with 
no  coercion  or  duress.  This  isn’t  popular 
in  most  places  anymore,  but  I  still  think 
it  is  a  tremendous  approach  to  week-day 
religious  education.  We  had  the 
cooperation  of  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  churches  and  Jewish 
synagogues  and  temples. 

But  let’s  face  it  squarely.  The  best 
place  for  Christian  education  is  the 
home,  with  the  church  as  the  strong 
supplemental  agency.  This  lays  a 
mandate  from  God  upon  us  as  parents, 
clergypersons  and  Christian  educators. 
Let’s  accept  this  ministry  from  the  Lord 
as  a  fact  that  is  not  optional  today  —  not 
because  the  Second  Coming  has  not 
taken  place,  but  because  we  cannot  "go 
into  all  the  world”  without  a  message 
and  a  method. 

—  E.F. 


considered  at  the  sessions  opening  May  i 
in  Baltimore. 

Any  United  Methodist  organization, 
minister  or  lay  member  can  petition  the 
General  Conference.  The  specific 
provisions  are  spelled  out  in  Paragraph 
607  of  The  Book  of  Discipline.  1980. 

“If  everyone  will  read  and  observe  this 
paragraph,  it  will  speed  the  procedure, 
save  the  church  money,  and  ensure  the 
petition  being  considered,”  Dr.  Holt  said. 

In  1980,  more  than  20,000  petitions  were 
received. 
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Immigration  should  be  viewed 
as  a  moral  dilemma  for  Christians 


1  NE6t££TEP  TV 
HELP  A  FK!£NP  IN 
HE£V...  I  BACK1V 
OFF  EROlA  A 
CHA HCE  TO  WITNESS 


The  Reporter’s  survey  of  reader 
opinion  on  U.S.  immigration  policy  taken 
earlier  this  summer  vividly  illustrates 
the  “gap”  which  exists  between 
grassroots  church  members  and  national 
church  leaders  on  numerous  issues  (see 
UMR,  July  29). 

For  example,  78  percent  of  the  742 
respondents  to  our  “Question  Box" 
survey  preferred  a  policy  of  strict  limits 
on  immigration  in  order  to  stabilize  U.S. 
population  growth.  On  a  related  question, 
73%  would  give  first  priority  to  the 
welfare  of  poor  persons  already  in  the 
U.S.,  especially  those  whose  interests 
may  be  adversely  affected  by  a  large 
influx  of  immigrants. 

Although  the  Reporter’s  survey  was 
not  designed  to  be  "scientific,”  at  least 
one  experienced  opinion  pollster  stated 
that  “it  isn't  risky  to  predict  that  the 
results  of  this  survey  represent  the 
majority  will  of  the  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church." 

That  “majority  will”  is  directly  at  odds 
with  positions  taken  earlier  this  year  on 
the  same  issue  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society  and  Global 
Ministries.  Directors  of  the  two  boards 
voted  almost  unanimously  to  oppose 
federal  legislation  which  would  limit 
legal  immigration  and  attempt  to  stop  all 
illegal  immigration.  Staff  members  of 
both  boards  are  seeking  now  to  convince 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  not  to 
approve  the  restrictive  Simpson-Mazzoli 
immigration  bill,  which  the  Senate 
approved  earlier. 

The  “gap”  between  the  perspectives  of 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  400  member- 
families  of  the  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 
(New  Mexico  Annual  Conference),  125 
member-families  of  the  Winchester  Com¬ 
munity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hemitt,  California  (Pacific  Southwest 
Annual  Conference),  and  675  member- 
families  of  the  South  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  (Western  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Albuquerque, 
Hemitt  and  Pittsburgh  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  UMR.  ’  ’ 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


grassroots  church  members  and  their 
national  agency  representatives  on  this 
issue  is  neither  surprising  nor 
particularly  distressing.  There  is  almost 
always  some  type  of  perspective  “gap” 
between  those  who  lead  and  those  who 
follow. 

What  is  distressing  is  that  neither 
grassroots  nor  church  agency 
representatives  are  likely  to  feel  they 
have  been  “heard"  by  the  other. 

Persons  concurring  with  the  "majority 
will”  revealed  by  our  survey  easily  could 
complain  that  their  views  are 
unrepresented  by  their  church’s  national 
agencies  and  leaders. 

On  the  other  hand.  Global  Ministries 
and  Church  and  Society  members  can 
take  little  satisfaction  in  the  knowledge 
that  their  positions  on  immigration 
issues  are  not  shared  by  most  of  the 
church’s  members.  They  could  be 
excused  for  wondering  why  their  call  for 
Christian  compassion  toward 
immigrants  has  not  been  "heard”  at  the 
church’s  grassroots  level. 

We  believe  the  gap  between  persons  in 
the  pew  and  the  church’s  national 
leadership  could  be  significantly 
narrowed  by  a  common  recognition  that 
the  immigration  issue  poses  a  genuine 
moral  dilemma  for  Christians. 
Specifically,  there  are  legitimate 
Christian  values  to  be  affirmed  in  both  a 
policy  of  “generous  immigration,”  and 
one  which  is  more  restrictive  in  order  to 
protect  the  poor  people  already  in  the 
U.S. 

Yet  we  see  little  evidence  that  this  fact 
is  recognized  either  in  the  board 
resolutions  or  in  comments  from  most  of 
our  survey’s  “majority  will” 
respondents. 

We  were  heartened  by  a  number  of 
responses  to  our  survey  which  took  a 
position  yet  reflected  an  awareness  of  the 
moral  complexity  of  immigration- 
related  issues.  We  wish  there  had  been 
more  such  responses.  We  likewise 
believe  the  interests  of  Christ’s  kingdom 
would  be  served  better  if  general  church 
agency  resolutions  dealt  more  often  and 
more  fairly  with  alternative  positions  to 
the  one  being  advocated. 

We  believe  most  United  Methodists  are 
secure  enough  in  their  convictions  to 
respect,  tolerate  and  even  appreciate 
different  views  held  by  others  — 
provided  such  tolerance  is  reciprocated. 

And  we  believe  the  advocates  of  either 
position  on  matters  like  immigration 
policy  strengthen  their  case  by  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  possibility  of  equally  devout 
Christians  considering  the  same 
evidence  and  arriving  at  different 
conclusions. 

In  an  atmosphere  where  the  sharing  of 
convictions  among  Christians  is 
encouraged  and  differences  are 
respected,  everyone’s  understanding  of 
complicated  issues  like  immigration  is 
broadened,  and  justice  is  more  likely  to 
be  done  —  both  for  "the  stranger”  and 
for  those  who  are  native  to  our  society. 


I  fAlLEP  TO  TAKE 
PART  IN  OUR 
CHURCH  YOUTH  MEEK 
.1  M&EPOUK 
EVANGELISTIC  RAU.Y 


Here  I  Stand 

Restoration  of  public  school  systems 
is  an  appropriate  Christian  concern 


SEPTEMBER  2,  1983 


By  JAMES  M.SHIMER 
Over  the  years,  I  have  developed  some 
rather  judgmental  attitudes  toward 
parents  —  and  particularly  Protestant 
parents  —  who  withdraw  their  children 
from  public  schools.  A  pastor  friend, 
whose  kids  will  soon  enter  the  deeply 
troubled  Chicago  public  schools,  recently 
disturbed  my  self-righteousness.  He 
asked  me,  as  an  officer  of  our 
Conference’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  to  support  measures  which 
would  financially  aid  ministers  wishing 
to  send  their  children  to  private  schools. 
This  assistance  was  needed,  he  said,  to 
allow  pastors  with  children  to  continue 
their  commitment  to  ministry  in  places 
where  the  schools  are  abhorrent  —  places 
like  many  of  Chicago’s  urban  areas. 

His  request  brought  home  the  parental 
anguish,  and  not  simply  racism  and 
classism,  which  has  caused  so  many 
families  to  forsake  the  public  schools.  I 
had  to  ask  myself  if  my  own  kids,  who 
are  safely  ensconced  in  an  excellent 
suburban  school  system,  were  subject  to 
the  intellectual  damage  and/or  physical 
danger  threatened  elsewhere,  would  I 
still  believe  it  morally  irresponsible  to 
remove  them  from  that  system?  In  all 
honesty,  I  don’t  know. 


My  Witness 

One  conversion  that  lasted 


By  RICHARD  M.  HENDERSON 

He  was  born  on  January  16,  1900,  the 
first  child  in  a  family  of  nine.  He  was 
exposed  to  the  Christian  faith,  but  soon 
found  other  experiences  more  appealing. 
At  16,  he  left  home  and  enlisted  in  the 
Army.  His  brief  exposure  to  the  armed 
service  took  him  to  various  places,  then 
World  War  I  ended  and  he  was  honorably 
discharged. 

The  young  adult  years  were  turbulent 
for  him.  A  reckless  lifestyle  almost  cost 
him  his  life  on  one  occasion,  following  a 
drinking  party,  when  he  demolished  the 
new  automobile  he  was  driving.  The  only 
commendable  thing  that  he  did  was  to 
marry  a  wonderful  woman.  He  returned 
with  her  to  his  hometown,  where  he  took 
employment  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad. 

Although  there  were  several  children 
born  to  this  couple,  his  interests  were 
outside  the  home.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
person  of  faith,  often  invited  him  to 
attend  the  community  Methodist  Church 
with  her.  He  finally  responded  one  night 
after  many  refusals,  and  listened 
restlessly  to  the  sermon.  As  the  pastor 
ended  the  sermon,  he  invited  people  to 
come  forward  for  prayer  and  Christian 


him  all  of  his  life  were  amazed  and  skep¬ 
tical.  One  businessman  said,  “Don’t  worry, 
this  conversion  of  Walter  will  never  last.” 

He  continued  his  railroad  employment, 
but  seriously  studied  the  Bible  and 
became  involved  in  the  local  church 
where  he  was  raised.  The  District 
Superintendent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  so  impressed  that  he  asked 
the  man  if  he  would  take  the  Conference 
Course  of  Study  for  Lay  Preachers  and 
serve  a  small  church  located  two  miles 
from  home.  That  temporary 
appointment  led  to  42  years  of  active 
church  service  in  that  same  church. 

Although  the  man  continued  his 
railroad  employment,  he  spent  all  other 
time  with  his  family  of  five  children  and 
that  church.  Many  lives  found  new  hope 
through  his  ministry  and  counseling.  His 
messages  always  carried  the  good  news 
that  God’s  saving  grace  led  him  out  of  the 
various  wildernesses  in  which  he  found 
himself,  and  into  what  he  could  only  call 
the  promised  lands  of  service. 

In  1965,  he  was  honored  for  40  years  of 
service  by  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  and  in  1974,  he  was  honored 
by  the  Bishop  for  40  years  of  “faithful 
service”  to  the  church.  And,  although  he 


I  do  know,  however,  that  universal 
education  predicated  on  our  historic 
national  commitment  to  public  schools  is 
responsible  in  large  measure  for  the 
enviable  standard  of  living  enjoyed  in 
this  nation.  Public  education  has  been 
the  means  by  which  millions  of  citizens 
gained  the  knowledge  and  skills  needed 
to  produce  and  earn  in  our  society  —  to 
rise  above  humble  origins  to  citizenship 
with  a  full  share. 

Of  equal  if  not  greater  importance, 
public  education  has  been  the  only 
significant  institutional  force  binding  us 
together  as  a  community.  It  has  been  the 
purveyor  of  our  shared  values  including 
belief  in  liberty,  equal  opportunity, 
democratic  process,  rule  of  law,  and 
social  tolerance. 

Is  it  coincidental  that  the  deter¬ 
ioration  of  our  public  schools  has 
been  accompanied  by  a  sustained  period 
of  economic  decline?  Is  it  coincidence 
that  our  citizenry  has  simultaneously 
become  more  fractionalized  —  frag¬ 
mented  into  myriad  special  interest 
groups  evincing  little  or  no  concern  for 
the  welfare  of  the  whole? 

While  I  have  a  new-found  empathy  for 
parents  who  refuse  to  enroll  their 
children  in  fearsome  public  schools,  I  am 
convinced  more  than  ever  that  we,  as 
Christians,  must  steadfastly  resist  the 
atomization  of  schooling.  Our  com¬ 
passion  must  not  lead  us  into  courses 
of  action  which  relieve  the  suffering  of  a 
few  by  accentuating  the  misery  of  many. 

The  National  Commission  on 
Excellence  in  Education  (a  misnomer  if 
there  ever  was  one)  has  drawn  needed 
public  attention  to  the  crisis.  But  outside 
of  some  heated  rhetoric  and  clever 
posturing,  the  issue  is  being  ducked.  The 
only  substantive  government  proposals 
mounted  to  date  are  tuition  tax  credits. 
S528  and  other  tuition  tax  credit  legisla¬ 
tion  wending  through  Congress  is 


pernicious,  Its  enactment  would  encour-  . 
age  financial  as  well  as  spiritual  abandon¬ 
ment  of  our  public  schools. 

In  the  last  two  and  a  half  years,  the 
federal  government  has  slashed  billions 
of  dollars  from  public  education  . 
appropriations  premised  on  the  notion 
that  the  public  can’t  afford  it.  Now  the 
sponsors  of  tuition  tax  credits  —  the 
same  people  who  attacked  public', 
education  spending  as  fiscally/, 
irresponsible  —  are  prepared  to  raid  the  ' 
federal  treasury  of  $3  to  $5  billion  annually 
to  compensate  parents  for  the  cost  of 
sending  their  children  to  private  schools. 

Whether  or  not  such  legislation  would  .  , 
accelerate  the  movement  of  children  into  / 
private  schools  is  debatable.  What  is  not 
debatable  is  that  tuition  tax  credits 
represent  a  massive  transfer  of  public 
resources  away  from  public  education, 
toward  private  schools  —  a  transfer 
which  will  do  little  or  nothing  to  improve 
the  quality  of  education  afforded  to  90 
percent  of  all  school  age  children. 

We,  as  Christians,  are  a  people  . 
commissioned  to  bring  love,  comfort  and 
justice  to  our  neighbors.  In  the  paradox 
of  a  present  but  coming  Kingdom,  we 
must  be  in  ministry  not  only  within  the 
institutional  church,  but  throughout 
society’s  complex  infrastructure. 
Restoration  of  our  public  education 
system  is  both  consistent  with  and  an 
appropriate  subject  of  such  ministry. 

Accordingly,  United  Methodists 
present  in  communities  with  problem- 
ridden  schools  must  faithfully  employ 
our  gifts  and  graces  to  instill  those  . 
schools  with  hope,  purpose  and  . 
productivity.  In  communities  where  the-' 
schools  are  already  sound.  United 
Methodists  must  be  evangelical  in  . 
sharing  our  blessings  and  sacrificing 
from  our  abundance.  Supporting 
taxation  for  universal,  quality  education 
can  be  a  liberating  witness. 


Tuition  tax  credits 
a  ‘tax  for  religion  ’ 


commitment.  This  man  responded  to  they,  died  in  1981,  I  still  honor  and  remember 


invitation,  and  his  life  was  at  a  turning 
point.  The  reckless  lifestyle  of  the  past 
was  transformed  to  a  life  of  service. 
People  in  the  community  who  had  known 
him  all  of  his  life  were  amazed  and 


him  as  my  sensitive  and  wonderful  father. 

This  week's  contributor.  Richard  M. 
Henderson,  serves  as  pastor  of  First  UMC 
(Western  Pennsylvania  Conference.) 


By  G.  WEIR  HARTMAN 
I  want  to  express  concern  regarding 
the  crucial  issue  of  tuition  tax  credits  for 
attendance  at  private  and  religious 
schools.  This  is  being  pushed  in  the 
Congress  now  by  forces  that  would  profit 
by  the  enactment  of  such  legislation. 

The  parochial  forces  are  well- 
organized,  aggressive  and  bankrolled  by 
church  hierarchies  that  would  benefit. 
They  are  putting  great  pressure  on 
Congressmen,  and  have  won  the  support 
of  the  President,  who  has  openly  stated 
that  he  favors  tax  credits. 

This  is  being  done  in  spite  of  the 
constitution  which  forbids  it,  and  in  spite 
of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  which  has  dis¬ 


Church  cautioned  about  adopting  ‘another  gospel’ 


To  the  Editor : 

In  reading  the  reports  of  the  items 
addressed  by  the  WCC  sixth  assembly,  I 
too  saw  that  the  assembly  failed  to  carry 
through  the  theme  "Jesus  Christ,  the  life 
of  the  world”  and  I  also  am  disappointed 
as  was  Robert  Nelson  ( UMR  Aug.  19) . 

Let  me  carry  this  disappointment  one 
step  further.  I  find  today  at  many  church 
levels  that  the  church  has  failed  to  carry 
through  the  theme  of  the  Bible  —  “Jesus 
Christ,  the  life  of  the  world  and  life 
eternal.”  So  often  I  see  the  church 
addressing,  as  Mr.  Nelson  puts  it  “life  in 
a  qualitative  aspect  —  hunger,  poverty, 
oppression”  instead  of  addressing  life 
through  and  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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I  would  caution  the  churches  as  to  their 
adoption  of  another  gospel,  a  gospel 
giving  salvation  through  works  rather 
than  that  of  God’s  grace,  just  as  Paul 
wrote  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  letter  to 
the  Galatians.  For  if  salvation  and  life 
come  by  works,  then  Christ  is  dead  in 
vain.  Jay  Hardy 

Grand  Island,  NY 

WCC  imbalance  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

We  hope  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
at  its  6th  Assembly  of  Vancouver  has 
advanced  its  purposes  to  unify  the 
Christian  people  and  will  continue  to  do 
so.  The  WCC’s  efforts  have  been 
diminished,  however,  by  their  negative 
statements,  eagerly  carried  by  the  press 
around  the  world. 

Resolutions  and  statements  by 
delegates  reportedly  criticized  the  U.S. 
as  the  capitalist  leader  for  permitting 
human  suffering  when  there  is  less  here 
than  anywhere,  but  carefully  avoided 
any  comments  regarding  the  communist 
nations  which  have  perpetrated  more 
suffering  and  indignities  around  the 
world  than  any  other. 

Even  Bishop  Armstrong,  our  liberal 
head  of  the  NCC,  said  it  felt 
uncomfortable  to  be  a  delegate  from  an 
affluent  country.  The  people  of  the  world 
know  that  the  American  people  are  the 
most  generous  and  the  U.S.  government 
provides  financial  support  for  more 
nations  than  any  other. 

It  is  extremely  unfortunate  that  the 
delegates  from  the  controlled  countries 
cannot  vote  their  real  convictions  for 
causes  that  could  help  bring  us  together, 
rather  than  criticize  the  best  friend  the 
world  has  for  promoting  peace  and  unity. 
The  WCC  structure  is  such  that 
bureaucratic  resolutions  and  statements 
do  not  represent  the  opinions  or 
convictions  of  their  constituents.  Such 
action  is  biting  the  hand  that  is  doing  the 
most  to  feed  the  hungry. 

R.  Lee  Davis 
Nashville,  Tennessee 
‘I’m  proud  of  citizenship9 
To  the  Editor: 

The  comprehensive  -  reporting  of 
Sharon  Mielke  of  the  activities  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  was  indeed 
revealing  (see  Reporter,  Aug.  5,  12,  19). 
Among  other  things  it  showed  that  the 
big  bad  wicked  United  States  is  led  by  a 
war-mongering  president  who  is  bent  on 
at  least  slowing  the  spread  of 
communism  of  Central  America. 

Some  230  U.S.  participants  in  the  WCC 
assembly  were  so  alarmed  at  the  actions 


our  government  is  taking,  that  they  sent 
a  letter  to  President  Reagan  and 
members  of  Congress  opposing  every 
thing  they  are  doing  to  bring  about  a 
peaceful  settlement  in  that  area.  It  was 
reported  that  the  U.S.  has  refused 
friendly  offers  of  peaceful  negotiations.  I 
don’t  believe  that.  In  the  first  place  when 
you  are  approached  by  a  communist 
holding  an  olive  branch  in  one  hand  you 
had  better  be  sure  that  the  other  hand 
does  not  hold  a  dagger. 

In  its  tirade  against  our  relation  with 
South  Africa  the  WCC  also  denounced  the 
effort  to  make  the  withdrawal  of  Cuban 
troups  from  Angola  a  condition  for  the 
independence  of  Nimibia. 

Long  before  the  reports  on  CBS  and 
Reader’s  Digest  I  had  grave  suspicions 
that  the  NCC  and  WCC  were  soft  on 
communism.  Now  I  am  more  convinced 
than  ever.  I  have  never  read  a  statement 
from  these  groups  denouncing 
communism. 

I  have  been  an  American  citizen 
almost  84  years  and  a  Methodist  for  over 
70  years.  I  am  proud  of  my  citizenship. 

E.  C.  Bryant 
Dallas,  Texas 

President  receives 
vote  of  confidence 

To  the  Editor : 

I  was  glad  to  see  the  letter  from  Elsie 
Tilley  in  the  August  5  issue  of  the 
Reporter. 

I  think  it’s  time  people  listen  to  our 
President  and  see  and  understand  that  he 
too  cares  about  our  country  and  people 
and  other  free  nations  and  the  oppressed 
people.  He  also  recognizes  the  enemy  we 
have  on  three  borders. 

Let’s  get  behind  our  President  and 
support  him  and  thank  God  for  a 
President  like  him.  With  another 
President,  we  may  not  have  another 
chance.  Esther  Byham 

Gary  Mills,  Pennsylvania 

Reader  wonders  about 
being  ‘in  the  minority’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Surely,  I  must  be  in  a  minority!  The 
pro-homosexual  articles  and  "Letters  to 
the  Editor"  that  reach  print  in  the 
Reporter  indicate  that  my  oppostion  to 
homosexual  ordination  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  places  me  in  the 
minority  on  the  issue.  The  letter  of  a 
practicing  homosexual,  Morris  Floyd 
(UMR,  July  29)  informs  me"  . .  that  God 
has  given  some  persons  the  gift  of  being 
gay  or  lesbian  .  .  .”  and  to  deny  these 
gifted  persons  sexual  expression  is  an  act 
of  “bad  faith.” 


As  I  watch  the  articles  and  letters  that 
reach  print  in  our  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  I  face  the  need  to  come  to  some 
conclusions  on  the  homosexual  issue. 
Either  I’m  in  a  minority  in  my 
opposition,  or  I’m  being  educated  to 
believe  that  the  Apostle  Paul  erred  when 
he  spoke  of  chastity  for  the  unmarried, 
and  fidelity  in  the  vows  of  marriage.  It 
seems  I  must  block  out  of  my  mind 
Paul’s  vehement  condemnation  of 
homosexual  behavior  in  Romans  1:26-27, 
for  a  more  modern  approach  to  some¬ 
thing  Paul  had  the  unmitigated  audacity 
to  say  brouth  the  “wrath  of  God.” 

D.  W.  McCasland 
Galena  Park,  Texas 

Glad  to  see  some 
pro-homosexual  letters 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  in  your  recent 
selection  of  letters  on  the  subject  of 
homosexuality.  For  too  many  issues  has 
the  Reporter  only  given  one  side  to  this 
absorbing  subject.  The  last  two  issues 
showed  that  all  United  Methodists  do  not 
hold  prejudice  against  homosexuals  nor 
homosexuality.  And  one  writer  “came 
out  of  the  closet.”  Thank  you,  Mr.  Floyd, 
for  your  courage.  Now  if  the  other  10% 
(estimate)  of  United  Methodists  —  both 
lay  and  clergy  —  would  do  likewise,  we 
might  get  the  muddled  thinking  and 
prejudice  of  some  United  Methodists 
turned  around. 

Without  a  doubt  there  are  more 
important  issues  facing  the  country 
today.  But  to  a  homosexual  (either  male 
or  female)  recognition  of  civil  rights  is 
extremely  important.  Blacks  and  women 
are  getting  their  civil  rights  recognized 
although  it  has  taken  many  years.  Civil 
rights  for  “gays”  should  be  next.  The 
General  Conference  in  1984  at  Baltimore 
is  the  place  to  start! 

Richard  C.  Dunham 
Conneaut,  Ohio 

‘If  I  were  President . . .’ 

To  the  Editor: 

If  I  were  President  Reagan,  I  would 
call  all  the  battleships,  the  airplane 
carriers,  the  army  and  navy  men  home. 
I’d  discharge  all  the  men.  I'd  disarm 
completely.  If  that  is  what  the  bishops, 
Christians  and  nonchristians  want,  that 
is  what  they  would  get.  If  they  want 
communists  to  rule,  I’d  say  to  Russia, 
“Come  and  take  South  America,  Mexico, 
then  the  United  States.” 

If  the  bishops  and  others  want  the 
church  doors  closed,  millions  killed  like 
the  Russians  have  done  in  Cambodia, 
Afghanistan  and  other  countries  they 


have  overrun,  I  see  no  reason  for  the 
President  to  try  to  defend  people  who  do 
not  want  to  be  defended. 

I’m  83  years  old  and  I  never  thought  I'd 
see  the  time  when  our  people  would  not 
rally  around  our  president  in  times  of 
danger  to  our  very  freedom  —  which 
we’ve  had  so  long  and  for  which 
thousands  have  died. 

Castro  should  have  been  stopped  years 
ago.  Now  the  communists  are 
threatening  us  at  our  own  shores  and  our 
people  are  objecting  to  the  President’s 
defense.  Mildred  Henderson 

Perryville,  Missouri 

Revengeful  God 
not  source  of  AIDS 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Thelma  A.  Marshall’s 
“Letter  to  the  Editor”  of  July  22, 1  would 
like  to  point  out  that  AIDS  is  no  more  a 
curse  from  God  than  sickle  cell  anemia 
or  any  other  disease  that  affects  a  par¬ 
ticular  group  of  people.  Besides,  AIDS  is 
not  limited  to  gay  people.  Drug  addicts, 
Haitians,  and  certain  tribes  in  East 
Africa  have  contracted  this  disease.  I 
suggest  that  we  search  elsewhere  for 
the  cause  of  AIDS  and  stop  trying  to 
portray  God  as  a  revengeful  cause  and 
effect,  type  of  God. 

Such  letters,  including  the  one  from 
Bill  Cooke  that  appeared  in  the  same 
issue,  just  reaffirm  the  misunderstand¬ 
ing  and  narrow -sightedness  we  accept 
about  God.  My  God  is  a  God  of  love  and 
compassion,  not  a  god  of  wrath  and 
legalisms.  To  those  who  love  to  quote 
from  Leviticus  on  the  subject  of  homo¬ 
sexuality,  let  me  urge  you  to  also  read 
with  equal  weight  I  Samuel  20  and  II 
Samuel  1. 

God  throughout  the  testimony  of  the 
Scriptures  affirms  that  the  love  of  two 
human  beings  toward  each  other  is  a  re¬ 
flection  of  the  love  God  has  towards  us. 
Yes,  lust  and  promiscuity  are  con¬ 
demned.  But  loving  relationships  are 
not!  My  God  is  a  loving  and  compasssion- 
ate  parent.  If  you  want  to  believe  in  a 
wrathful,  mean,  revengeful  god  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  then  have 
such  a  god.  I  would  rather  be  condemned 
by  your  church  than  to  have  such  a  God. 
Richard  A.  Matera 
Providence,  Rhode  Island 


G.  Weir  Hartman  , 
allowed  tax  credits  as  violating  our  First 
Ammendment.  This  principle  of  the  sepa¬ 
ration  of  church  and  state,  prohibits  the 
official  recognition  of  any  church,  or  public 
support  for  the  same  or  for  all  churches. 

If  the  Packwood-Moynihan  proposal, 
or  any  similar  bill,  were  enacted  into 
law,  it  would  mean  a  disastrous  turn  for 
the  U.S.  away  from  our  historic  religious 
freedom  and  introduce  a  tax  for  religion. 
Sectarian  schools  are  the  indoctrination 
and  evangelism  arms  of  the  sponsoring 
churches.  Tax  funds  for  them  are  the 
same  as  tax  funds  for  the  churches.' 
When  the  state  uses  its  taxing  power  to 
force  all  citizens  to  support  a  church,  or  a 
few  churches,  we  violate  our  constitution, 
and  introduce  discrimination  practices 
which  will  lead  to  serious  trouble. 

This  principle  is  at  the  root  of  the 
religious  wars  of  Old  Europe,  and  the  trou¬ 
ble  in  Ireland  Today.  The  U.S.  has  been 
singularly  free  from  such  strife  because 
we  have  observed  the  separation  of  church’ 
and  state.  Tuition  tax  credits  would  rein¬ 
troduce  into  the  U.S.  a  tax  for  religion 
for  which  all  citizens  would  have  to  pay. 

It  is  unthinkable  that  the  Reagan, 
Administration  would  favor  tax  credits,, 
and  launch  a  new  program,  costing  $5  or. 
more  billion  dollars  just  when  it  is  cut- 
ting  back  on  many  service  programs,  in¬ 
cluding  education.  And  once  enacted, 
such  a  program  would  be  sure  to  escalate 
year  after  year.  This  would  favor  those 
few  churches  that  rely  upon  parochial 
schools  for  indoctrinating  their  youth, 
and  discriminate  against  all  others.  This 
would  lead  to  real  trouble. 

Further,  the  name  “tuition  tax 
credits”  is  a  deception.  They  are  not 
really  "tax  credits,”  but  payments 
directly  from  the  public  treasury.  What 
about  poor  people  who  may  pay  nd 
taxes?  They  would  be  left  out,  or  get  their 
payments  from  the  treasury.  These 
would  not  be  tax  credits  at  all. 

Such  a  program  would  ultimately 
destroy  public  education  in  the  U.S.  It 
would  build  up  private  and  parochial 
schools  with  public  funds  at  the  expense 
of  public  education  —  which  would  be 
further  downgraded  and  starved.  This 
would  also  provide  public  support  for  the 
fractionalizing  of  education.  And  it  would 
open  up  the  possibility  of  support  for 
many  different  religious  groups, 
incuding  the  Moonies,  Moslems,  Hare 
Krishnas,  segregationists,  neo-nazis, 
communists,  and  others.  Where  would 
the  list  end?  I  just  cannot  see  the  U.S. 
opening  that  pandora’s  box. 

This  challenge  must  be  met,  by  our 
church  and  educational  leaders  who  look 
to  the  future  of  the  U.S.  and  not  just  to 
their  own  self-interests.  It  is  my  hope 
that  this  expression  will  help  to  alert 
readers,  and  stimulate  greater  action  to 
oppose  such  measures  in  Congress  or  in 
the  legislatures  of  the  states,  and  save 
our  system  of  public  education,  which  is 
basic  to  our  democracy,  and  our  historic 
religious  freedom,  which  allows  all 
churches  to  thrive. 

This  week's  contributors  are  James  M. 
Shimer.  a  member  of  Community  UMC  in 
Naperville,  Illinois  (Northern  Illinois 
Conference),  and  the  Rev.  G.  Weir  Hart¬ 
man,  a  retired  member  of  the  West  Ohio 
Conference. 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new*  Christian  homc 


THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0  Box  189.  Nashville,  TN  37202 


SEPTEMBER  2, 1983 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


New  group  of  theologians  emerges  at  consultation 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  Two  hundred  United 
Methodist  theologians  —  give  or  take  a 
few  —  brought  the  denomination  full 
circle  back  to  its  theological  birthplace 
here  Aug.  17-20  with  a  bicentennial 
consultation  on  Wesleyan  theology  and 
the  next  century . 

They  met  on  the  wooded,  cramped 
campus  of  Emory  University  in  the 
satellite  city  of  Decatur,  only  a  few  miles 
from  the  Atlanta  convention  center 
where  the  1972  General  Conference 
adopted  United  Methodism’s  statement 
of  doctrine  and  doctrinal  standards. 

Now,  a  decade  later,  many  who  drafted 
or  argued  for  the  1972  document  were 
unable  to  be  here  for  reasons  of  health.  In 
their  places  were  a  new  generation  of 
scholars,  seminarians  and  professors. 

Indeed  the  real  meaning  of  this 
consultation,  in  the  opinion  of  the 


denomination’s  chief  executive  officer 
for  ministry  and  higher  education,  the 
Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  is  that  a  new 
generation  of  thelogians  not  only  has 
come  forward  but  has  found  its  identity 
within  the  denomination  rather  having  to 
find  their  identity  through  professional 
societies  such  as  those  for  church 
historians,  process  theologians,  etc. 

Theological  leadership  changing 

Based  on  the  213  participants  here, 
United  Methodist  theological  leadership 
since  1972  seems  to  have  become 
noticeably: 

•  More  Wesleyan.  The  announced 
intention  was  to  look  at  “Wesleyan 
theology  and  the  next  century,"  and  the 
participation  of  theologians  from  the 
Wesleyan  Church,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion  and  Nazarene  churches  indicated 
that  this  intent  had  been  fulfilled. 


BAYTOWN,  Tex.  —  Hurricane  Alicia  collapsed  the  wall  and  took  the  roof 
off  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  here  Aug.  18,  exposing  the  sanctuary 
and  educational  building  to  rain  and  water  damage.  Damage  to  United 
Methodist  property  is  estimated  at  between  $3  and  $4  million,  according  to 
officials  of  the  Texas  Annual  Conference.  clifton  lamb  photo 

Alicia  doesn’t  spare 
gulf  coast  churches 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

HOX&TON  When  Hurricane  Alicia 
came  ashore  Aug.  18  packing  115-mile 
per  hour  winds,  church  walls,  roofs  and 
steeples  were  among  the  victims  of  wind 
and  water  damage. 

“There  is  not  a  church  in  the  Houston 
South  Distrct  not  affected  in  some  way 
by  the  storm,”  said  the  United  Methodist 
area  bishop,  Finis  Crutchfield.  Damage 
was  also  heavy  in  the  Houston  East 
District,  he  said.  Three  trees  fell  on  the 
lawn  of  the  episcopal  residence  and  took 
down  the  fence. 

Losses  to  United  Methodist  property, 
he  estimated,  are  in  the  “area  of  3  or  4 
million.”  Bishop  Crutchfield  said  an  ex¬ 
tensive  part  of  the  damage  was  covered 
by  insurance,  but  there  is  a  wide  gap  still 
between  the  insured  level  and  replace¬ 
ment  costs  in  many  cases. 

He  reported  that  some  local 
congregations  have  opened  their  food 
pantries  to  feed  people,  offered  shelter 
and  are  heavilv  involved  in  the  cleanup. 

The  Rev.  Clifton  M.  Lamb  of  the  Texas 
conference  office  told  the  Reporter  after 
his  two-day  survey  of  the  damaged  area 
that  at  least  25  churches  were  hard  hit  in 
a  crescent-shaped  area  including 
Galveston  Island,  Baytown.  Texas  City, 

Friendswood,  Alta  Loma  and  especially 
southeast  Houston. 

For  example,  Moody  UMC  in 
Galveston  lost  a  side  wall  which  exposed 
the  sanctuary  to  heavy  water  damage.  At 
Friendswood,  the  roof  was  taken  off  and 
a  wall  collapsed.  A  tree  landed  on  the 
parsonage  of  the  Texas  City  UMC,  and 


•  More  ecumenical.  Several  here  had 
come  from  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Sixth  Assembly  which  had 
adjourned  the  previous  week  in  Canada. 
The  ecumenical  and  theological  implica¬ 
tions  of  that  world  assembly  overlaid  a 
good  bit  of  discussion  here. 

•  More  heterogeneous.  White,  male 
theologians  were  in  the  numerical 
majority,  but  a  noticeable  number  of 
clergywomen,  of  blacks,  Hispanics  and 
Asians  gave  evidence  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  theological,  ethnic  and  cultural 
pluralism. 

This  was  the  second  of  two  bicentennial 
consultations  this  year,  with  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  national  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  co-sponsor  of  both.  One  in  April 
brought  together  an  equally  diverse 
group  of  United  Methodist  historians  to 
Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.J.  (see 
the  April  29  Reporter) . 

The  Emory  consultation  coalesced 
some  of  the  Wesleyan  tradition’s  best 
professional  minds  around  such  topics  as 
process  theology,  biblical  authority, 
mission  and  evangelism  in  a  global 
context,  feminist  theology,  ecumenism 
and  Methodism,  and  Wesleyan  thought 
and  Christian  social  ethics. 

Participants  were  divided  into  11 
working  groups  of  10  to  20  persons  each, 
arranged  topically  according  to 
specializations  like  those  mentioned 
above.  Scholars  selected  in  advance 
presented  major  papers,  many  of  which 
had  been  mailed  in  advance,  and  other 
selected  scholars  presented  formal 
responses  to  those  papers.  Then  the 
working  groups  in  blocks  of  two  to  three 
hours  launched  into  wide-ranging 
discussion  of  the  papers. 

It  was  not  always  easy  in  those 
extended  discussions  to  agree  on  what 
John  Wesley  said  or  intended  on  various 
subjects.  It  was  even  harder  to  project 
how  to  apply  whatever  he  said  or 
intended  to  issues  of  the  20th  century  and 
beyond. 

As  an  example,  the  14-person  working 
group  on  “Wesleyan  Thought  and 
Christian  Social  Ethics”  received  a  39- 
page  paper  from  the  Rev.  Leon  G. 
Hynson  of  Asbury  Theological  Seminary 
on  implications  of  Wesley’s  ethical 
method  and  political  thought.  After  long 
analysis  of  Wesley’s  thought,  Dr.  Hynson 
hazarded  some  “trajectories  from 
Wesleyan  ethics.” 

Applying  Wesley  to  nuclear  arms 

As  one  specific,  Dr.  Hynson  speculated 
that  John  Wesley  today  "would  write 
carefully  crafted  letters  to  Prime 
Minister  Thatcher,  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
and  perhaps  even  the  Council  of  Bishops 
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in  the  U.S.A.,  calling  for  an  end  to 
nuclear  proliferation  and  conversations 
toward  an  eventual  Geneva  Convention- 
type  control  of  weapons  that  threaten  to 
annihilate  Man.” 

In  the  discussion  period  which 
followed,  the  Rev.  Walter  G.  Muelder, 
former  dean  of  Boston  University  School 
of  Theology,  agreed  with  Dr.  Hynson’s 
assumption  that  Mr.  Wesley  would  be  a 
nuclear  pacifist  today.  But  he  said  his 
concern  about  the  entire  theological 
consultation  was  the  seeming  attempt 
“to  make  over  Wesley  in  someone  else'S 
image  to  make  him  relevant  to  today.” 

Dr.  Hynson  agreed  it  is  a  “sad 
stereotype  that  Mr.  Wesley’s  ‘warm 
heart’  was  responsible  for  all  that  he  did 
socially.  This  has  kept  us  from  dealing 
seriously  with  him  as  a  social  ethicist.” 

In  this  working  group’s  next  paper,  the 
Rev.  James  C.  Logan  of  Wesley 
Theologist  Seminary  spoke  of  moving 
“Toward  a  Wesleyan  Social  Ethic.”  Dr. 


Logan  said  that  Mr.  Wesley’s  own  words 
speak  most  clearly  on  human  rights, 
specifically  the  evils  of  slavery.  He  also 
said  that  Wesley  exhibited  “astounding 
sensitivity”  to  poverty  as  a  systemic 
problem  of  his  times. 

In  a  third  paper,  Dean  Muelder  pointed 
out  that  the  current  Wesleyan  tradition  of 
social  ethics  includes  much  more  than 
the  writings  of  John  Wesley.  It  also 
emphatically  includes  the  12-line 
Methodist  Social  Creed  of  1908,  which  has 
evolved  into  the  19-page  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles  adopted  in 
1972  and  amended  somewhat  in  1980,  plus 
an  extensive  “Book  of  Resolutions.” 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  in  a  final  paper 
analyzed  “social  challenges  of  the  next 
century”  in  light  of  the  Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion. 

Dr  Wogaman  said  that  American 
Methodism,  as  it  faces  its  third  century, 
“is  challenged  to  develop  bodies  of  social 


doctrine  commensurate  with  its 
traditions  of  concerned  engagement”  in 
such  areas  as: 

•  The  quest  for  peace  with  justice; 

•  The  quest  for  responsible 
government; 

•  The  quest  for  world  order; 

•  The  quest  for  a  responsible  economic 
order. 

The  social  ethics  working  group  heard 
the  Rev.  Ted  Weber  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology  warn  that  it  is  “a  mistake  to 
reduce  Wesley  simply  to  an  evangelist 
intent  on  saving  souls  and  to  overlook  his 
broader  concern  for  social  order.  ”  But  he 
said  it  would  likewise  be  a  mistake 
“while  attempting  to  recover  the  ‘fuller’ 
Wesley  to  forsake  the  other  (evangelist) 
aspect  of  him.” 

Ordained  Ministry  chief  executive  the 
Rev.  Donald  Treese,  told  the  Reporter 
negotiations  are  underway  to  publish 
“significant  papers”  from  both  bicenten¬ 
nial  consultations. 


Drafters  recall  1972  decisions 

Doctrinal  document  revisited 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  Three  prominent  United 
Methodist  theologians  took  a  decade- 
after  look  at  the  denomination’s 
doctrinal  statement  here  Aug.  17, 
punctuating  their  observations  with 
playful,  respectful  pokes  at  the 
statement’s  principal  drafter,  the  Rev. 
Albert  C.  Outier. 

Dr.  Outier,  like  two  other  senior 
members  of  the  1969-72  theological  study 
commission,  the  Rev.  Harold  DeWolf  and 
the  Rev.  Harvey  Potthoff,  had  sent  his 
regrets  at  being  unable  to  attend. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Nelson  of  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  led  off  the 
discussion  by  describing  the  study 
commission  as  “Albert  Outler’s  class  in 
basic  non-kooky,  no-nonsense  Wesleyan 
theology”  in  which  other  members 
learned  “the  profundities  of  the  faith 
from  the  guru.”  But  he  remembered  the 
“fulsome  acceptance”  of  the  Outier 
commission’s  document  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta  and  the 
ovation  accorded  to  the  chairman.  He 
also  noted  that  the  definition  of  the  so- 
called  “Wesleyan  quadrilateral”  of 
scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience  grew  out  of  the  study 
commission’s  document. 

The  Rev.  John  Cobb  of  Claremont 
School  of  Theology  described  the  study 
commission’s  working  procedure  thusly: 
“Dr.  Outier  would  give  a  historical 
lecture,  then  we  would  take  a  vote.”  Dr. 


Cobb  said  that  the  theological  study 
commission  concentrated,  as  directed, 
on  doctrine  and  doctrinal  standards,  to 
the  exclusion  of  mission. 

“We  couldn’t  do  that  now,”  Dr.  Cobb 
declared.  Then  he  said  he  would  like  a 
future  General  Conference  to  appoint  a 
commission  on  the  mission  of  the  church, 
one  that  would  bring  together  diverse 
backgrounds  and  theological  persuasions 
to  ask  “what  can  we  contribute  to  the 
urgent  needs  of  the  world?”  If  United 
Methodism  doesn’t  do  something  like 
that,  “fairly  soon  it  will  become  a 
community  of  congregations  and 
parishes,”  he  predicted. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Thornburg,  dean  of 
the  chapel  at  Boston  University  and 
secretary  of  the  1969-72  theology  study 
commission,  said  the  statement  on 
doctrine  and  doctrinal  standards,  a  part 
of  the  “Book  of  Discipline"  since  1972, 
offers  ongoing  opportunities  for  United 
Methodists  to  practice  theology  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  to  be  innovative  in  word 
and  style,  and  to  remain  deeply  commit¬ 
ted  to  ecumenical  involvement. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief 
executive  for  ministry  and  higher 
education,  wrapped  up  the  panel 
presentation  by  saying  that  the 
theological  document,  though  fragile, 
has  surprising  life  and  character  and 
that  many  have  been  shaped  by  its 
definition  of  the  Wesleyan  quadrilateral. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Dr.  Thornburg  Dr.  Cobb 


ihe  Alta  Loma  church  lost  its  roof. 

The  district  parsonage  in  Houston 
South  was  flooded  with  three  inches  of 
water,  conference  officials  reported. 

“The  storm  came  right  up  Highway  35 
from  Galveston  to  hit  downtown 
Houston,”  he  said. 

Surprisingly,  downtown  Houston 
churches  suffered  little  damage.  And  the 
disaster  did  hot  deter  members  from 
attending  church  the  following  Sunday. 
There  were  1,700  people  at  First  UMC  in 
spite  of  broken  glass  all  over  the  streets, 
the  bishop  said,  about  half  the  normal 
crowd. 

Although  Alicia  was  the  worst  storm  to 
hit  the  Texas  coast  since  Carla  22  years 
ago,  most  leaders  in  the  area  were 
amazed  that  more  damage  and  more 
fatalities  did  not  occur.  The  storm 
caused  flooding  and  widespread 
electrical  and  telephone  outages. 

United  Methodists  were  among  those 
hospitalized  with  storm-related  injuries 
but  none  were  among  the  fatalities. 

Religious  leaders  in  the  area  have 
established  several  kinds  of  disaster 
recovery  efforts.  The  Texas  Conference 
of  Churches,  based  in  Austin,  is 
channeling  financial  assistance  to 
disaster  victims  through  a  network  of 
designated  agencies  in  the  Houston- 
Galveston  area.  Financial  assistance 
may  be  sent  to  the  Austin  office  at  2704 
Rio  Grande  a 9,  Austin,  Tex.  78705. 

Mr.  Lamb  is  coordinating  relief  efforts 
related  to  damages  of  United  Methodist 
churches,  camps  and  parsonages  and 
has  been  designated  to  handle  relief 
offerings  sent  to  the  Texas  conference 
office,  5125  S.  Main,  Houston,  Tex.  77002. 


UMs  join  20th  anniversary  march 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  For  Marian 
McClintock,  a  United  Methodist  from 
Arkansas,  last  week’s  march  for  jobs, 
peace  and  freedom  covered  familiar 
territory. 

She  was  here  20  years  ago,  marching 
with  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  for  jobs  and 
freedom.  She  said  both  marches  had  a 
sense  of  urgency;  but  there  were 
differences. 

“I  remember  people  coming  to  march 
for  a  better  way  of  life,”  she  said, 
referring  to  the  1963  march.  “We  were 
afraid  but  determined. 

“This  time  we  still  are  marching  for  a 
better  life,  but  there  is  no  fear .  ” 

She,  like  46  other  United  Methodists, 
came  early  this  time  to  attend  a  seminar 
Aug.  24-26  sponsored  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  seminar, 
officials  said,  was  intended  to  help 
United  Methodists  understand  why  they 
were  marching  and  to  enable  them  to  use 
the  information  back  in  their  churches. 

Ms.  McClintock  affirmed,  “The 
seminar  has  had  a  positive  effect  on  me. 
Before,  I  marched  mainly  on  emotion. 
Now  I  have  a  defined  Christian 
perspective.” 

A  similar  view  came  from  another 
seminar  participant,  Sarah  Martin  of  St. 
Louis.  She  was  only  five  when  the  1963 
march  was  held,  and  she  said  the 
seminar  gave  her  a  feeling  for  that 


earlier  time  and  informed  her  about  the  proud  to  see  my  church  involved  in  the 


current  one. 

“I  know  why  I’m  march  now,”  she  said 
following  the  seminar.  “Most  of  all  I’m 


march.’ 

The  two  general  agencies  planned  the 
seminar  around  the  march’s  theme  — 


m 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

WASHINGTON  —  An  estimated  3,000 
United  Methodists  joined  the  20th 
anniversary  March  on  Washington  last 
Saturday  renewing  a  commitment  to 
continue  the  dream  of  the  late  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  for  “jobs,  peace 
and  freedom.” 

UMs  converged  at  Asbury  UMC  —  also 
the  meeting  site  for  Methodists  at  the 
1963  march  —  to  hold  a  pre-march 
worship  service.  Singing  “Marching  to 
Zion,”  UMs  then  led  the  section  for 
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religious  groups,  marching  10  abreast. 

They  marched  with  300,000  persons  to 
the  steps  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial,  settled 
by  the  Reflecting  Pool,  and  listened  to 
four  hours  of  rousing  speeches. 

Bishops  Edward  G.  Carroll,  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  and  D.  Frederick  Wertz  led  the 
UM  marchers.  Bishop  Carroll  said,  “We 
have  come  together,  black  and  white, 
young  and  old,  ‘gay’  and  straight,  to 
march  on  behalf  of  United  Methodism; 
there  is  strength  in  such  diversity.” 


Jobs,  Peace  and  Freedom. 

Church  and  Society  staff  member 
Vincent  Cobbs  said,  “We  didn’t  want  to 
march  just  to  be  marching.  We  know  that 
many  United  Methodists  were  coming  to 
march,  and  we  decided  that  they  should 
be  informed  about  the  issues  before  they 
did.” 

Speakers  included  an  economist,  a 
judge,  a  former  nuclear  submarine 
captain,  an  unemployed  steel  worker  and 
many  longtime  civil  rights  workers. 

Gar  Operovitz,  director  of  the  National 
Center  for  Economic  Alternatives,  told 
the  seminar,  “If  this  is  such  a  rich 
country,  we  can  put  everyone  to  work." 
He  urged  people  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  government  the  need  to  create  jobs. 

A  “peace"  speaker  Jack  O’Dell,  told 
the  seminar,  “Were  buying  bombs 
instead  of  bread,  missiles  instead  of  mar¬ 
garine.  We  will  have  continuing  deteri¬ 
oration  of  our  standard  of  living  as  long 
as  we  have  a  preoccupation  with  the 
military,” 

Thelma  Crivens,  executive  director  of 
the  Voting  Rights  Project,  spoke  on 
problems  in  full  implementation  of 
voting  rights.  She  said  these  include 
personal  threats,  gunshots,  elections  for 
at-large  representatives  rather  than 
persons  from  single  districts,  English- 
only  ballots  and  restrictive  registration 
hours. 

Seminar  participants  saw  films  and 
listened  to  recordings  of  Dr.  King  as  they 
momentarily  relived  the  turbulent  early 
60s. 


United  Methodist  Reporter  considers  taking  RNS  under  wing 

Religious  News  Service  seeks  new  sponsor 


DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  is  considering  a  proposal  that  it 
assume  ownership  and  operation  of 
Religious  News  Service  of  New  York,  the 
nation’s  largest  interfaith  daily  news 
wire  service. 

The  Reporter’s  Editor  and  General 
Manager,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  confirmed  those  discussions  last 
week,  when  contacted  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service,  the  official 
denominational  news  agency  based  in 
Nashville.  He  emphasized,  however,  that 
while  negotiations  are  serious,  no 
decision  has  been  made  and  numerous 
details  remain  to  be  worked  out  if  the 
Reporter  is  to  acquire  the  financially- 
troubled  news  service. 

Religious  News  Service  provides  daily 
wire-service-type  materials  to  a  variety 
of  religious  and  secular  newspapers  and 
news  outlets.  Its  reports  are  based  on 
VRNS  staff-written  materials,  on  items 
submitted  by  news  offices  of  major 
denominations  and  other  religious 
groups,  and  on  stories  submitted  by 
correspondents  in  major  cities  and 
nations  over  the  world. 

Mr.  Dunnam  noted  that  “contact  with 


the  Reporter  was  initiated  by  RNS  and 
by  its  parent  and  sponsoring  body,  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  after  they  determined  that  they 
were  not  able  to  continue  operations. 

The  NCCJ  founded  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice  in  1934  as  one  means  of  promoting 
national,  and  later  international,  in¬ 
terreligious  understanding.  The  in¬ 
terfaith  organization  has  financially  sub¬ 
sidized  RNS  from  the  beginning  but 
determined  last  year  that  it  would  have 
to  stop  the  subsidy  because  of  the  parent- 
body’s  own  shrinking  financial  resour¬ 
ces.  Despite  numerous  efforts  during  the 
year  to  improve  RNS’  financial  picture, 
it  has  incurred  larger  deficits  rather  than 
moving  toward  self-sufficiency. 

Since  RNS  provides  a  one-of-a-kind 
service  which  many  consider  very 
useful,  NCCJ  leaders  decided  to  seek  a 
new  sponsor  rather  than  just  closing 
down  RNS’  operations,  Mr.  Dunnam 
said,  “Of  the  organizations  considered, 
the  Reporter  was  deemed  to  be  most 
compatible  in  news  reporting  philosophy 
and  style  with  that  of  RNS,  so  we  were 
contacted.” 

He  noted  that  another  positive  con¬ 


sideration  was  the  Reporter's  financial 
stability,  a  relative  rarity  among 
religious  publications  today,  and  its 
previous  success  in  turning  around  the 
fortunes  of  failing  operations. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  that  RNS’  chief 
executive,  Gerald  Renner,  is  visiting  the 
Reporter's  offices  in  Dallas  this  week 
and  that  UMR  officials  probably  will 
follow  soon  thereafter  with  a  visit  to  RNS 
and  NCCJ  headquarters  in  New  York. 

If  an  agreement  is  reached  for  the 
Reporter  to  acquire  RNS,  Mr.  Dunnam 
said  it  would  involve  more  a  transfer  of 
operational  responsibility  than  funds. 
“The  NCCJ  is  much  more  interested  in 
seeing  that  the  non-profit  news  service 
finds  a  new  home  where  it  will  continue 
to  perfor^  its  task  in  a  manner  con¬ 
sistent  Wiwi  its  traditional  standards.” 
Despite  its  financial  problems,  RNS  has 
a  long-standing  reputation  for  integrity 
that  is  priceless,"  he  said.  If  the  transfer 
is  completed,  the  Reporter  would  take 
over  some  financial  obligations  that  RNS 
has  incurred. 

Mr.  Renner  said  RNS  has  12  full-time 
and  five  part-time  staff  members  in  New 
York.  Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  would  expect 


to  maintain  a  New  York  office  and  that 
an  undetermined  part  of  RNS  operations 
would  remain  there  if  the  Reporter  should 
acquire  RNS. 

The  Reporter  has  been  a  major  sub¬ 
scriber  to  RNS  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Renner  said  that  the  number  of  sub¬ 
scriber  publications  has  decreased 
steadily  in  recent  years.  Mr.  Dunnam  in¬ 
dicated,  however,  that  the  Reporter 
staff's  inquiries  thus  far  had  produced  an 
outpouring  of  support  for  RNS’  con¬ 
tinuation,  and  that  a  number  of  ideas  had 
surfaced  for  rebuilding  RNS’s  base. 

“If  we  acquire  RNS,  we  would  hope  to 
make  it  a  news  resource  of  such 
recognized  importance  that  no  religious 
or  public  news  medium  could  afford  to  be 
without  it,"  he  said. 

The  Reporter  is  owned  by  the  seven 
United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  The  newspaper  has  no 
official  relationship  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  the 
denomination’s  general  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies,  but  it  is  the  official  publication  for 
40  of  the  denomination’s  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  over  300  local  churches, 
and  has  weekly  circulation  of  500,000. 
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Economic  justice  called  top  issue 

National  Seminar  of  United  Methodist  Women  hears  UN  churchman 


CHICO,  Calif.  (UMNS)  -  Economics 
is  the  dominant  topic  and  economic 
justice  the  top  issue  for  the  remainder  of 
the  20th  century,  said  a  United  Nations 
representative  here  last  month.  He  urged 
the  church  to  take  an  active  role  in  these 
issues. 

Laying  a  biblical  and  theological 


foundation  for  the  church’s  work  in 
economic  justice,  Shantilal  Bhagat, 
Elgin,  Ill.,  an  India-born  church 
specialist  spoke  to  the  National  Seminar 
of  United  Methodist  Women  here  Aug.  12- 
19.  Theme  of  the  seminar  was  “Econom¬ 
ics  and  the  Faith  Community.” 

“We  seldom  hear  a  good  rousing 


Minority  caucuses  reject 
proposed  mission  al  priority 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Representa¬ 
tives  from  United  Methodism's  four  eth¬ 
nic  minority  caucuses  say  they  will  not 
participate  in  drafting  a  new  church- 
wide  mission  emphasis  for  the  next  four 
years.  Instead,  they  will  push  for  a  con¬ 
tinued  emphasis  on  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  churches. 

“We  are  fervently  committed  to  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  (EMLC) 
as  the  missional  priority  for  1985-88  and 
are  not  willing  to  compromise,”  the 
representatives  said  in  a  position  paper 
composed  at  a  meeting  here  July  29. 

Signing  the  statement  were  the  Rev. 
Marvin  Abrams,  chairperson  of  the 
Native  American  International  Caucus; 
the  Rev.  David  A.  Scott  Jr.,  vice- 
chairperson  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal;  German  Acevedo- 
Delgado,  president  of  MARCHA 
(Methodists  Associated  Representing  the 
Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans);  and  the 
Rev.  Jonah  Chang,  president  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Asian  American 
United  Methodists. 

Mr.  Abrams,  acting  chairperson  of  the 
ad  hoc  strategy  group,  said  the  meeting 
here  in  July  and  the  statement  issued 
were  intended  to  express  “extreme  dis¬ 
pleasure”  with  efforts  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  to  create 
a  new  missional  priority  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

The  council’s  plan,  tentatively  titled 
“The  Church  Alive,”  focuses  on  new 
church  development,  justice  ministries 
and  the  global  community.  It  calls  for  a 
stronger  commitment  to  churches 
already  doing  well,  concern  for  churches 
needing  rebirth  and  development  of  new 
local  churches.  The  council  has  proposed 
an  annual  apportionment  of  $10  million, 
with  half  going  to  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  ministries,  said  the  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Dewire,  GCOM  general 
secretary. 

Mr.  Abrams  said  the  GCOM  proposal 
does  not  speak  adequately  to  the  needs  of 
ethnic  minority  United  Methodists.  “Our 
numbers  are  small  and  we  would  have 
very  little  clout  in  a  situation  where 
we’re  competing  with  non-ethnic 


MOON  HEE  is  a  little  two-year-old 
from  Korea.  Abondoned  at  birth,  she 
has  been  taken  into  the  Little  Flower 
Children's  Rehabilitation  Home  where 
she  receives  daily  therapy  plus  plenty 
of  love  and  core.  We  need  a  sponsor 
for  Moon  Hee  in  order  to  continue 
helping  her. 

WORLDS  CHILDREN,  INC.  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian  organization,  founded  in  1965,  that 
seeks  sponsors  for  destitute  children. 
Moon  Hee.  or  one  like  her,  could  be 
"yours"  through  the  sponsorship  pro¬ 
gram.  No  contracts  are  signed  and  the 
sponsorship  can  last  for  any  length  of 
time.  Individuals,  church  or  civic  groups, 
couples  and  families  enjoy  sponsoring 
these  needy  children.  Administrative 
costs  are  kept  very  low  and  91%  of 
funds  received  in  1982  were  sent  over¬ 
seas  for  the  children's  needs. 

HOW  TO  BECOME  A  SPONSOR: 

For  less  than  44 4  a  day  you  can 
sponsor  a  child.  The  monthly  fee  is  $13. 
This  month  children  are  available  in 
Korea,  Japan,  India  and  Malaysia.  You 
can  write  "your"  child  if  you  wish  and 
you  will  receive  a  reply.  Our  staff 
will  send  you  full  information  on  the 
sponsored  child's  life:  photo,  address, 
case  history  and  information  on  the 
Christian  orphonage  where  he  or  she 
receives  care. 

All  contributions  to  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN.  INC.  are  tax -deductible.  We  will 
send  you  on  audit  copy. 

Won't  you  join  our  family  of  sponsors? 
Will  you  be  a  blessing  to  a  needy  child? 
Write  today: 


I  wi*h  to  tponjor  t 


n»*d  it  gr*ot*V_ 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

child  wh«ro  lh«  | 

I 
I 

payment  tor  tlr*t  month  | 

I 

- iTi  I 

I 

_ I 

I 

- 1 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Winter  Haven,  Flo.  33880. 


churches  for  attention.  We  need  another 
four  years  to  finish  what  we  have 
started,”  he  said. 

But  Dr.  Dewire  said  the  council  design 
team  has  not  abandoned  ethnic  minority 
concerns,  and  has  asked  ethnic  caucuses 
to  help  shape  the  priority  in  terms  of 
those  minority  issues.  "The  proposal 
drafted  this  spring  had  a  statement  about 
ethnic  minority  ministries.  What  we  are 
attempting  to  do  is  get  the  boards  and 
agencies  and  the  ethnic  caucuses  to  help 
us  flesh  out  that  statement,”  he  said. 

“We  regret  that  the  caucuses  have 
decided  not  to  work  with  us,  but  we  will 
still  ask  for  their  input  after  the  design 
team  meets  again  in  September,”  Dr. 
Dewire  said. 

The  strategy  group  will  meet  again  in 
November  to  discuss  any  responses 
received  from  agency  officials  to  the 
letter. 

The  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White,  general 
secretary  of  the  commission,  said  the 
agency  will  continue  to  monitor  the 
process  for  developing  a  new  missional 
priority.  While  he  has  not  had  formal 
contact  with  the  strategy  development 
group,  he  said  that  ethnic  minority 
concerns  must  be  represented  in  any 
mission  emphasis. 

“Our  first  choice  as  a  commission  was 
to  retain  the  EMLC  priority  but  now  that 
GCOM  is  looking  at  a  new  emphasis  we 
are  watching  closely,”  Dr.  White  said. 
“We  will  make  sure  the  process  and  the 
resulting  proposal  addresses  ethnic 
minority  concerns,”  he  said. 


sermon  on  interest  rates,  protectionism 
in  trade,  the  distribution  of  income  and 
wealth,  or  capital  formation,”  Mr, 
Bhagat  said,  “but  these  are  among  the 
most  pressing  issues  in  our  society 
today.” 

Sermons  on  these  issues  are  seldom 
heard,  he  said  because  the  members  of 
an  average  congregation  hold  such 
divergent  opinions  on  the  issues  that  it  is 
risky  for  the  preacher.  But  more 
fundamental,  he  held,  it  is  because  “we 
find  it  difficult  to  question  the 
institutions,  practices  and  values  of  the 
massive  reality  of  the  market  society.” 

Mr.  Bhagat,  UN  representative  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  gave  the  women 
several  suggestions  for  Christian 
involvement : 

•  The  church  must  relate  worship  to 
justice. 

•  Theological  seminaries  have  an 
important  role  in  the  church’s  concern 
for  economic  justice. 

•  The  church  should  witness  to  its 
members  in  the  business  world. 


“We  seldom  hear  a 
good  rousing  sermon 
on  interest  rates, 
protectionism  in  trade, 
the  distribution  of 
income  and  wealth,  or 
capital  formation.” 


•  The  church  has  an  important  role  in 
racism  and  sexism.  “In  the  richest 
country  in  the  world,  how  can  affluent 
white  Christians  tolerate  the  conditions 
of  people  living  in  the  ghettos  and 
reservations  unless  they,  like  their 
colonialist  forebears,  tacitly  accept  that 
the  ‘disadvantaged’  non-white  are  some¬ 
how  less  than  human?” 

•  The  church  should  encourage  more  of 
its  members  to  get  involved  in  politics 
because  “politics  and  economics  cannot 
be  separated.” 

•  The  church  should  witness  to  cor¬ 


porations.  In  investment  decisions,  for 
example,  the  church  “needs  to  wrestle 
with  the  question  whether  it  has  con¬ 
sulted  with  members  of  the  body  of 
Christ  in  the  developing  world  or  whether 
it  is  making  its  investment  decisions 
based  only  on  the  judgment  and  vision 
of  those  on  Wall  Street.” 

The  quadrennial  seminar,  attended  by 
300  persons  from  throughout  the  United 
States,  represented  all  levels  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  organization's  policy¬ 
making  body,  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Scott  of  New  Zealand 
said  the  United  States,  the  world’s 
richest  nation,  has  contributed  to 
international  development  but  should 
review  its  economic  role.  Developing 
nations,  though  they  have  talent  and  raw 
materials,  find  world  economic  forces 
are  arrayed  against  them  and  for  many 
“never  a  day  passes  without  a  financial 
crisis,”  he  added. 

In  the  face  of  injustices  and  because  of 
the  imperatives  of  the  gospel,  Mr.  Scott 
said,  “You  and  I  should  become  change- 
makers  in  the  name  of  the  powerful  God 
who  acts  and  helps  to  eliminate  the 
frustration  and  sense  of  hopelessness  so 
many  experience.  In  seeking  to  be 
change-makers  in  the  international 
marketplace,  you  will  find  yourself 
confronted  by  powerful  forces  resisting 
change.” 

Mr.  Scott,  who  is  secretary  for  racism 
concerns  for  the  New  Zealand  Council  of 
Churches,  said,  “We  can  effect  change. 
We  are  not  alone.  There  are  networks  for 
change  around  the  world.  To  do  nothing 
is  to  deny  the  gospel .  ’  ’ 

Hope  was  also  a  motif  for  Sister  Amata 
Miller  of  the  Servants  of  the  Immaculate 
Heart  of  Mary,  Monroe,  Mich.,  a 
member  of  the  order’s  Central 
Administration  and  adjunct  associate 
professor  of  economics  at  Marygrove 
College.  There  is  “tremendous  corporate 
power  among  Christian  women 
organized  to  work  for  peace  and  justice,” 
she  said.  "I  want  to  demythologize  the 
idea  that  economics  is  something  that 
women  just  can’t  understand.” 


the  church  today 


Iowa  UM’s  ‘Operation  Corn 
Meal’  offering  exceeds  goal  set 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa  (UMNS)  -  Iowa 
United  Methodists  have  already  met 
their  goal  of  $100,000  in  aid  for  African 
drought  victims,  and  they  will  likely 
surpass  it  by  the  time  the  first  shipment 
of  food  leaves  the  United  States  in 
September. 

“Operation  Corn  Meal”  began  July  31 
with  a  special  offering  in  all  912  local 
United  Methodist  churches  in  response  to 
an  appeal  made  earlier  by  area  Bishop 
Wayne  K.  Clymer.  The  money  will  be 
used  to  purchase  500  metric  tons  of  com 
meal  to  be  sent  to  Ghana  this  month. 

With  only  50  percent  of  the  churches 
reporting,  Bishop  Clymer  said  the 
$100,000  goal  had  been  reached.  Total 
giving  is  expected  to  exceed  $125,000. 

The  drought  in  Africa,  which  has 
affected  an  area  from  Ghana  to  South 
Africa,  has  been  called  one  of  the  worst 
in  recent  history,  Bishop  Clymer  said. 

Gardeners  in  rural  Minnesota 
join  forces  to  feed  urban  hungry 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  massive  effort  by 
rural  Minnesotans  to  “Share  the 
Harvest”  has  been  organized  by  over  800 
congregations  in  southwestern  Minne¬ 
sota,  reports  the  Minnesota  Conference 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  program,  called  the  “Garden  & 
Pantry  Truck”  has  a  goal  of  distributing 
over  150  tons  of  food,  but  preliminary 
estimates  from  participating  churches 
show  the  total  will  likely  exceed  the  goal 
with  more  than  400  tons  of  food  for  the 
needy. 

Media  resources  from  WCC 
assembly  available 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Several 
media  resources  which  follow  up  the 
recent  World  Council  of  Churches  Sixth 
Assembly  in  Vancouver,  B.C.  are  now 
available. 

These  resources  include  a  30-minute 
video  report  for  sale  or  rent  beginning 
Sept.  1.  An  audio  report  is  also  for  sale. 
These  may  be  ordered  from  Ecufilm,  810 
12th  Ave.,  South,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  37203, 
l-(  800) -251 -4091. 

A  special  edition  of  the  WCC  magazine, 
One  World,  will  be  available  in  mid- 
September  at  $2  per  copy.  Order  from 
One  World,  P.O.  Box  66,  1211  Geneva  20, 
Switzerland. 

The  fall  issue  of  The  Interpreter,  the 
program  journal  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  feature  a  special  report  on 
the  WCC  assembly  by  associate  editor 
Ralph  Baker. 

Poll  reveals  Hispanics,  blacks 
favor  immigration  restrictions 

WASHINGTON  ( UMR)  -  A 
nationwide  poll  released  this  month 
shows  that  a  large  majority  of  both 
Hispanics  and  blacks  in  America  favor 
more  restrictions  on  immigration. 

Many  church  agencies  here  have  been 
campaigning  against  congressional 
legislation  that  would  restrict  legislation. 
A  major  concern  has  been  that  the 
legislation  might  lead  to  discrimination 
against  ethnic  minorities. 


But  the  poll  found  that  the  majority  of 
Hispanics  (60%)  and  blacks  (66%) 
favored  penalties  against  employers  who 
hire  illegal  aliens.  The  majority  of 
Hispanics  (61%)  and  blacks  (69%)  also 
favored  giving  more  money  to  “beef  up 
border  patrols.  ” 

Board  gives  praise 
for  energy  manual 

WASHINGTON  (UMR)  -  A  handbook 
on  “Energy  Efficient  Appliances”  which 
has  been  praised  by  a  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
official  can  be  obtained  from  a  coalition 
in  which  the  board  participates. 

Interested  persons  may  send  $15  to  the 
Energy  Conservation  Coalition,  1725  I. 
St.  NW,  Suite  601,  Washington  D.C.  20006. 

The  book  calculates  the  economic 
benefits  from  buying  different  models  of 
household  appliances. 

Refugee  begs  U.S.  to  stop 
Central  American  shipments 

MINNEAPOLIS  (UMNS)  -  Theresa 
Lopez,  22,  remembers  the  evening  she 
was  abducted  by  soldiers  who  entered 
her  home  by  force  and  beat  her. 

Now  Ms.  Lopez,  a  Maya  Indian,  lives  in 
the  basement  of  Walker  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  here  supported  with  gifts  of 
food,  clothing  and  English  lessons  from 
church  members.  She  is  lonely 
sometimes,  but  safe. 

“I  need  to  ask  the  American  people  to 
stop  military  aid  to  Guatemala,”  she 
said.  “Millions  of  innocent  people  will  die 
because  of  these  arms,  not  only  in 
Guatemala  but  in  other  Central 
American  countries.  If  people  in 
America  really  want  to  help  the  people  of 
Central  America  they  can  get  their 
government  to  stop  sending  arms.”  She 


is  the  second  refugee  to  find  sanctuary  at 
Walker  UMC. 

United  Methodist  preaches 
on  “Protestant  Hour” 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.  -  The  Rev. 
Ernest  Fitzgerald,  senior  minister  of 
West  Market  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  here  is  preaching  on  the 
“Protestant  Hour”  radio  series 
broadcast  on  1,500  stations  worldwide, 
including  National  Public  Radio. 

Dr.  Fitzgerald’s  0RK 
12-week  series  be¬ 
gan  August  13  and 
will  continue 
through  October  30. 

His  theme  is  “Dia¬ 
monds  Every¬ 
where.”  A  book  by 
the  same  title  has 
been  published  and 
is  available 
through  Cokesbury 
outlets. 


Dr.  Fitzgerald 


Bicentennial  minute 

^N,\ 


Widow 
created 
institute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

In  September,  1853,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Garrett,  widow  of  former  Chicago 
Mayor  Augustus  Garrett,  created 
gifts  and  bequests  amounting  to  more 
than  $300,000  for  the  establishment  of 
Garrett  Biblical  Institute. 

The  first  suggestion  of  such  an 
institution  was  made  to  her  by  P.  T. 
Borein,  under  whose  ministry  she  had 
been  converted. 

During  September,  1853,  she 
consulted  with  Judge  Grant  Goodrich, 
who  approved.  She  wished  the 
judgement  of  others,  “especially  of 
her  pastor,  the  Reverend  John 
Clark.” 


Methodist  aide  calls  U.S.  wrong 
in  refusing  to  sign  sea  law  pact 

SOUTH  PORTLAND,  Me.  (RNS)  - 
The  United  States  should  sign  the 
International  Law  of  the  Sea  Treaty 
because  it  is  “the  best  thing  we  have 
going  internationally,”  according  to  a 
representative  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Cecily  Murphy  of  Washington,  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Law  of  the  Sea 
Project,  said  the  church  supports  the 
treaty  because  it  promotes  peace  by  ex¬ 
panding  international  law,  promotes 
stewardship  by  setting  open-ocean  pollu¬ 
tion  standards  and  promotes  justice  by  re¬ 
quiring  a  “more  equitable  distribution  of 
resources”  which  may  be  mined  from 
the  seabed. 

WCC  central  committee  picks 
West  German  as  moderator 

VANCOUVER  (RNS)  -  Dr.  Heinz 
Joachim  Held,  a  West  German 
theologian  who  heads  the  foreign  office 
for  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany, 
has  been  elected  moderator  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  central  committee. 

Dr.  Held,  55,  of  Frankfort,  is  president 
of  the  Office  for  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
Evangelische  Kirche  in  Deutschland 
(EKD). 

Rights  advocate  condemns 
U.S.  stance  in  Latin  America 

CHICO,  Ca.  (UMNS)  -  A  Chilean 
human  rights  advocate,  whose  husband 
died  in  a  1976  Washington  car  bombing, 
denounced  Reagan  Administration  Latin 
American  policies  before  about  300 
persons  at  the  quadrennial  National 
Seminar  of  United  Methodist  Women 
here  August  12-19. 

Mrs.  Letelier  said  that  the  gap  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor  which  exists  in  the 
developing  world  is  complicated  in  Latin 
America  by  what  she  called  “the 
doctrine  of  national  security”  which 
teaches  that  those  struggling  for  social 
justice  are  inspired  not  by  hunger  but  by 
the  Soviet  Union  or  Cuba.  She  added  that 
Latin  Americans  that  strive  for  social 
justice  resent  being  called  “subversive 
forces.” 


BESSEMER,  Ala.  —  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gilmore  displays  the  ministerial 
stole  which  she  made  and  her  husband,  Eddie  Gilmore,  presented  to  the 
Rev.  Amos  Cresswell  on  Mr.  Cresswell’s  induction  as  conference  president 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  England. 


Embroidery  floss  ties 
knots  of  friendship 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

BESSEMER,  Ala.  —  A  homemade 
ministerial  stole  symbolized  both 
friendship  and  American  United 
Methodism  in  Middlesbrough,  England 
recently,  at  the  induction  of  the  president 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  England. 

The  stole  was  a  present  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eddie  Hubert  Gilmore  of  Bessemer, 
who  developed  a  friendship  over  13  years 
with  the  Rev.  Amos  Cresswell  and  his 
family. 

This  friendship  began  in  1971  when  Mr. 
Cresswell  of  Cheadle  Hum,  England, 
swapped  pulpits  for  six  weeks  with  the 
pastor  of  the  Gilmores’  church,  First 
UMC  of  Bessemer. 

The  Gilmores  were  designated  as  hosts 
for  the  Cresswells.  However,  “we  were 
more  like  social  secretaries,”  Mrs. 
Gilmore  laughingly  recalled,  “because 
Mr.  Cresswell  began  to  make  civic 
speaking  appearances,  and  he  was  in  high 
demand.” 

Mr.  Cresswell  was  well  i^ceived  by  the 
congregation  as  well  as  around  the  town, 
according  to  Mr.  Gilmore.  He  describes 
him  as  “an  excellent  preacher”  with  a 
“powerful  personality.” 

The  families  were  briefly  reunited  in 
1978  and  1981  when  Mr.  Cresswell 
swapped  pulpits  with  United  Methodist 
pastors,  first  in  Milwaukee,  then  in 
Lynchburg,  Va. 

In  February  Mr.  Cresswell  was  elected 
conference  president  of  British 
Methodism  and  he  phoned  the  Gilmores 
to  invite  them  to  the  induction  ceremony. 
This  phone  call  was  followed  by  a  second 
call  from  Mr.  Cresswell ’s  district 
secretary,  who  had  learned  of  the 
invitation  to  the  Gilmores.  He  suggested 
they  participate  in  the  induction 


ceremony’s  gift-giving  tradition  by 
presenting  a  preaching  stole  symbolic  of 
Mr.  Cresswell’s  visits  to  Alabama  and 
Virginia. 

The  Gilmores  accepted  both 
invitations,  then  set  about  shopping  for  a 
stole  befitting  the  occasion.  Unable  to 
find  a  commercially  made  stole  to  suit 
their  purposes,  Mrs.  Gilmore  decided  to 
make  it  herself. 

“I  constructed  the  stole  of  a  fine  weave 
linen  fabric,”  she  explained,  “and  I 
enlisted  the  help  of  two  crafts  experts  to 
design  and  graph  the  needlework  pat¬ 
terns  of  three  United  Methodist  symbols: 
the  cross  and  the  crown,  the  cross  and 
the  flame  and  the  Greek  letters  for  ‘Jesus, 
King  of  the  Jews’  on  the  fabric.” ' 

Needlework  patterns  of  the  state  seals 
and  flags  of  Alabama  and  Virginia  were 
also  included. 

Mrs.  Gilmore  worked  on  the  stole  from 
March  to  May,  sometimes  devoting 
entire  days  to  it. 

“I  made  the  whole  thing,”  she  stated 
proudly.  “The  stitches  were  very  fine, 
and  I  could  not  have  done  it  without  my 
magnifying  light.” 

The  Gilmores  spent  five  weeks  this 
summer  visiting  Ireland,  Scotland  and 
England.  They  arrived  at  the  Cresswell 
home  in  Plymouth,  Exeter,  England,  one 
week  before  the  scheduled  ceremony  in 
order  to  spend  time  with  the  Cresswells 
and  see  the  country. 

At  the  induction  ceremony  the 
Gilmores’  stole  was  placed  on  the  new 
president  along  with  a  Cambridge 
master  of  arts  degree  gown  and  hood  and 
a  preaching  scarf  from  an  English 
congregation  the  Cresswells  had  served. 
Mr.  Gilmore  had  the  honor  of  placing  the 
stole  on  the  shoulders  of  his  friend,  Mr. 
Cresswell. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
<25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  1700  + 
membership  church  seeking  full-time  Director  of 
Youth  Ministries.  Duties  include  working  with  youth 
and  leaders  of  youth  in  planning  and  implementing 
comprehensive!  holistic  ministry  with  large  group  of 

JORDAN.  ISRAEL,  GREECE  11  DAY  TOUR  Nov  7 

18.  1983.  Hosted  departures  from  Birmingham. 
Atlanta  &  Kansas  City.  Don  Enright,  Box  263,  Butler. 
MO  64730 

of  large  ministerial  and  lay  staff.  Salary  negotiable 
depending  on  training/experience.  Contact  Rev. 
Willard  Leggett.  P.O.  Box  1706,  Meridian.  MS  39301 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  Program  for  all  ages  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Modesto.  CA.  Position  now 
open.  Salary  negotiable,  based  on  standards  of 
Choral  Conductors'  Guild.  Inquiries  to.  Jerry  Carter, 
pastor.  850  16th  Street,  Modesto.  CA  95354.  (209  )  522- 
9046. 

ALPINE  ODYSSEY-HOLY  LAND  -  June  18.  1984. 

Attend  the  Oberammergau  Passion  Play  Price 
$1,998.  16  days.  Write  Rev.  James  Galloway.  P.O. 
Box  416,  Ft.  Gibson.  Oklahoma  74434. 

WANTED,  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR,  Evangelical 

congregation  of  1,000  members.  Specialties  in 
Family  Life,  Music  or  Education.  Salary  negotiable 
Immediate  opening.  Send  resume  and  references  to 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  c/o  Vicki  Stutzman, 
8th  and  Main,  Canon  City.  CO  81212. 

WANTED:  25-30.  "The  Rose  of  the  World,"  cantata 

by  Charles  F.  Manney  (Ditson),  copyright.  1929 
Paschal  Monk.  5600  State  Avenue,  Sacramento.  CA 
95819,  (916)451-1905 

NEW  MEXICO  CONFERENCE  METHODIST 
FOUNDATION,  Inc.  is  seeking  a  full  time  Executive 
Director  Qualifications  for  the  position  include  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  institutions  and  agencies 
of  the  church,  and  the  ability  to  address  groups  both 
large  and  small.  Experience  in  the  areas  of  deferred 
giving  and  foundation  administration  is  helpful  but 
not  required.  Interested  persons  should  forward  a 
resume  to:  New  Mexico  Conference  Methodist 
Foundation.  Inc..  Search  Committee,  209  San  Pedro 
NE.  Albuquerque.  NM  87109. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 

Ministries,  Belle  Meade  UMC,  Nashville.  TN  37205. 
Send  resume  to  Rev.  Kenneth  Fansler.  Call  (615)  352- 
6210. 

RAPIDLY -GROWING  AREA  needs  MINISTER  OF 
EVANGELISM  Beautiful  S.W  Florida 
Enthusiastic  newly-retired  pastor.  Part-time 
position.  Great  potential  for  continued  growth.  Send 
resume  to  Leslie  E.  Rabb,  Sr.  pastor;  Cape  Coral 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  549,  Cape 
Coral.  FL  33910. 

VISIT  INDIA  WITH  FORMER  UMC  missionary  Sec 

historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations.  Departures  Oct.  83  &  Jan.  84.  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave.  Richfield  UMC.  5835  Lyndale  Ave.  S, 
Minneapolis.  MN  55419. 

CREATIVE  LEADERSHIP  sought  for  youth  and 

young  adults  in  2500  member  church.  Potential 
unlimited.  Salary  negotiable.  Westcliff  UMC,  4833 
Selkirk.  Ft.  Worth.  TX  76109.  Phone  (817  )  921-5224. 

CUSTOM  STOLES.  BANNERS.  PARAMENTS  for 
seasonal  and  special  services:  Designs  for  Worship. 
Inc..  2860  Walnut  Hill  Lane.  Suite  100A.  Dallas.  TX 
75229.  (214' 352-6114/6124. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL:  A  portfolio  of 
graphs  and  instructions  for  embroidery  and  other 
projects  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol.  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend, 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross- 
stitch  projects.  $7.00  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax) 
Nancy  Designs.  11036-R  Trail  West.  Bloomington. 
MN  55437 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelical 

magazine  for  United  Methodists,  Inspiring  features. 
Moving  editorials.  Scripturally  sound.  Send  $7.00  for 
one-year  (six  issues)  to  Good  News,  Wilmore,  KY 
40390  Jj 

COLOR  SEASON  in  the  Smokies  Incomparable 

view  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125.00 
week.  $400  four  weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138. 
Waynesville.  NC  28786.  ( 704  )  627-6067 

PREGNANT7  LICENSED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
AGENCY  has  couples  prepared  to  adopt  your  child 
Medical  and  legal  fees  paid.  Nationwide  1-800-255- 
9612.  Texas  1-800-292-5103.  \ 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Insured  by 

F  D  I.C.  Return  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  above  the 
prevailing  market  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person:  $10,000  Maximum  per  person:  $100,000. 
Maximum  Length  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years.  Contact:  Mr  Smith  Thomasson.  Westview 
National  Bank.  Box  7554,  Waco.  TX  76714  or  Rev 
Richard  M  Freeman,  Box  7736,  Waco.  TX  76714-7736. 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER?  PUBLISH  a  group 

cookbook:  Free  brochure,  estimates.  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories  Sanders 
Printing,  Box  160-M2,  Garretson,  SD  57030.  (605  )  594- 
3427. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United  Meth¬ 

odist  Insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze 
Custom  sizes  available.  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/8  inch  aluminum.  Mounting 
brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne.  P.O.  Box  187,  Amberg.  WI 54102. 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates.  Methodist  investor  with  auiel  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 

Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403 

EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMIN- 

ISTRATOR  (lay  person)  for  4.200-member 
church  Send  resume  indicating  background, 
experience,  references  and  photograph  to  First 
UMC.  313  North  Center  St.,  Arlington.  TX  76011. 

SERMONS  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  YEAR,  by 
Darrel  Berg  $8  per  year  Check  to  United  Methodist 
Church.  704  Box  Butte.  Alliance.  NE  69301. 
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The  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church  held  an  Open  House  on  July  31  celebrating 
the  renov  ation  of  the  42-year-old  Fellowship  Hall.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  members 
of  the  building  committee:  Joe  Collins,  Gloria  Wright,  Dr.  Clyde  Averett  (pastor). 
Irene  Smith.  Billie  Wyatt,  Mary  Bess  Salter,  and  Sam  Ledbetter  (chairman). 
Members  of  the  committee  not  shown  are  Woody  Holmes,  Randy  Ewing,  and  Tim 
Wyatt.  In  addition  to  the  renovation,  an  interconnect-entrance  to  a  proposed 
gymnasium-multiple  activities  building  was  constructed,  and  the  beautiful  stained 
glass  windows  seen  behind  the  committee  members  were  donated. 
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Jonesboro  UMC  Holds  Open  House 


Ruth  Daugherty 

Women’s  Division 
President  To  Speak 
in  Louisiana 

By  NANCY  CARRUTH 
Ruth  Daugherty,  President  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  will  be  the  speaker  at 
the  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  September  16-17.  The  Friday 
evening  dinner  and  session  will  be  held  at 
the  Hilton  Hotel. 

Mrs.  Daugherty  is  a  resident  of 
Reading,  Pennsylvania,  where  her  hus¬ 
band  serves  as  District  Superintendent. 
She  has  served  her  church  at  all  levels 
and  has  been  a  delegate  to  several  Gen¬ 
eral  Conferences.  She  has  also  traveled 
extensively  in  her  church  work,  and 
Louisiana  is  indeed  fortunate  to  have  her 
as  speaker  for  this  Centennial  Event. 

Media  Resource  Wins 


Praise  From  Ushers 


Slidell  FUMC  Youth  Take  Mystery  Trip 

The  Jr.  High  Youth  and  Sponsors  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Slidell, 
shown  above,  took  a  five-day  mystery  trip  August  15-19.  Their  journey  took  them  into 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  they  ate  Mexican  food,  rode  on  a  river  barge,  went  to  the 
top  of  the  Tower  of  Americans,  explored  a  cave  and  went  tubing  down  the  Guadalupe 
River. 

Their  plans  to  visit  Astroworld  were  changed  when  hurricane  Alicia  blew  through 
Houston.  Instead,  they  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  friends  at  First  UMC  in  Bryan, 
Texas.  Rev.  Sale  Lilly  is  the  senior  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist.  Slidell. 


Lectionary  Series  to  Air  In  November 


A  new  and  exciting  way  of  studying  the 
lectionary  in  the  local  church  begins 
November  15,  with  three  methods  of 
distribution  possible.  Sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  the 
program  will  be  aired  each  Tuesday  at 
12:00  noon  CST,  beginning  with  the 
introductory  program  on  November  15. 
Westar  IV  is  the  satellite  chosen,  and  the 
channel  will  be  announced  later. 

In  addition,  the  28-minute  program  will 
be  available  to  both  commercial  and 
cable  stations  throughout  the  state.  A 
third  opportunity  will  be  through 
videotapes,  which  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Resource  Center  at  the  Conference 
Office. 

However,  the  basic  LIC  plan  calls  for 
ministers  of  the  churches  in  a  given 
community  to  meet  together  for  lunch  — 
brown  bag  or  otherwise  —  at  the  United 
Methodist  downlink  church.  This  will 
provide  an  opportunity  for  study  and 
sharing  together  on  the  following 
Sunday’s  lection.  For  those  communities 
without  a  downlink,  we  recommend  the 
same  procedure  with  either  cable  or 


videotape  as  the  means  of  viewing  the 
program. 

The  A  Series  of  the  Lectionary  has 
been  chosen  for  the  coming  year,  with 
the  studies  centering  on  the  Gospel  for 
each  week.  The  participating 
denominations  for  the  program  are: 
Roman  Catholic,  Southern  Baptist, 
National  Baptist,  Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian,  Disciples,  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  (LCA)  and  United 
Methodist. 

The  schedule  for  the  first  seven 
months,  with  denominational 
responsibilities  and  the  presenter,  is  as 
follows: 

November  15  —  Introductory  Program 
Presenter:  The  LIC  TV  Committee 
November  22  through  December  15  — 
Roman  Catholic  — 

Presenter:  Rev.  William  G. 

Thompson,  S.J. 

December  20  through  January  3  —  Louisi¬ 
ana  Baptist  Convention  —  Presenter: 
Dr.  William  Hull 

January  10  through  January  31  — 
Episcopal 


Presenter:  Rev.  W.  Gedge  Gayle 
February  7  through  February  28  — 
United  Methodist 
Presenter:  Dr.  Barry  Bailey 
March  6  through  March  27  —  Lutheran 
Presenter:  Dr.  Curtis  Johnson 
April  3  through  April  17  —  Presbyterian 
Presenter:  Rev.  A.  Holland  Heuer 
April  24  through  May  8  —  La.  Baptist 
State  Convention 

Presenter:  Dr.  Lawrence  A.  Carter 
May  15  through  May  29  —  Disciples  of 
Christ 

Presenter:  To  be  named 
June  5  —  Selected  Panel 
Members  of  the  LIC  TV  Lectionary 
Committee  are:  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Bishop  Jude  Speyer,  Rev. 
Edwin  C.  Webster,  Rev.  Julius  Tipton 
III,  Rev.  Frank  Kirchner,  Rev.  Elwood 
Fleming  and  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall. 

Rev.  Stovall  is  serving  as  the  LIC 
project  coordinator,  and  Rev.  Fleming 
will  produce  the  programs,  which  will  be 
taped  in  Baton  Rouge;  Shreveport; 
Atlanta,  Georgia;  Austin,  Texas;  and 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  —  The  popularity 
of  a  new  play  for  church  school  children 
has  surprised  even  its  publisher,  Graded 
Press.  Not  only  have  nearly  2,000  copies 
of  “Along  the  Road  With  Jesus’’  been 
sold  to  local  churches  across  the  country, 
but  numerous  Curric-U-Phone  calls  and 
letters  of  applause  for  the  curriculum 
media  resource  have  been  received  here 
at  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

“Along  the  Road  With  Jesus,’’  is  a 
musical  drama  written  by  UM  minister 
Donald  M.  Marsh  for  children  in  grades 
three  through  six.  As  the  play  begins,  a 
group  of  present-day  children  are 
walking  to  an  Easter  sunrise  service. 
Along  their  way  they  pretend  they  are  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem  for  the 
Passover  festival  and  relive  the  events  of 
Jesus’  life. 

The  performance  of  the  play  proved  to 
be  a  great  success  for  the  11  a.m. 
Elementary  Class  at  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bloomington, 
Indiana.  Teachers  Emalou  Schaffer  and 
Maxine  Prather  recently  had  this  to  say: 

“We  think  our  presentation  of  ‘Along 
the  Road  With  Jesus’  was  very 
successful  and  are  proud  of  our  children 
who  participated  in  it.  It  was  not  only 
fun,  but  a  great  learning  experience.” 

The  members  and  teachers  of  the 
Elementary  Class  devoted  much  time 
and  energy  to  their  presentation  of  the 
drama  by  beginning  eight  weeks  prior  to 
the  presentation.  Each  child  was  given  a 
tape  of  the  music  and  a  script  to  take 
home  and  memorize.  Rehearsals  were 


29  Campers  Attend  Lake  Charles  Jr.  High  Camp 

The  Lake  Charles  District  Junior  High  Camp  was  held  July  18-22,  under  the  direction  of  Spiller  Milton.  Pictured  above  are  the  29 
campers  and  8  staff  persons  who  participated  in  the  camp.  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  from  University  UMC  in  I.ake  Charles,  and 
Charles  Noland,  a  member  of  the  St.  Luke-Silnpson  UMC  in  Lake  Charles,  came  out  to  help  with  the  canoe  trip  conducted  as  a  part 
of  the  camp  experience. 


then  held  each  Sunday,  with  a  team  of 
teachers  and  helpers  coordinating  the 
program. 

According  to  the  two  teachers,  the 
weeks  of  practicing  culminated  in  a 
successful  performance  before  an 
audience  of  about  110  people,  which 
included  parents  of  the  children  of  the 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
group  at  St.  Mark’s. 

“Along  the  Road  With  Jesus”  is  one  of 
a  series  of  Media  Resources,  all  designed 
to  provide  exciting  ways  to  teach 
Children’s  Bible  Studies,  and  take  into 
account  individual  learning  styles. 
Resources  include  filmstrips,  posters, 
games,  cassettes,  records  and  other 
teaching  tools. 


Charles  K.  Mulbah,  left  above,  and  Chayong  Nammaung.  on  the  right,  are  shown  in 
the  Agronomy  lab  at  LSU. 


Two  World  Hunger  Scholarship 


Recipients  Return  Home 


Charles  Mulbah,  specialist  in  soil 
chemistry,  and  Chayong  Nammaung, 
whose  field  is  soil  fertility,  have 
completed  their  graduate  work  for  the 
Ph  D.  at  Louisiana  State  University  and 
have  returned  to  their  native  lands  Both 
were  recipients  of  Louisiana  Conference 
World  Hunger  Scholarships,  a  program 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  an  approved  Advance 
Special. 

Mr.  Mulbah  was  on  leave  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  Liberia,  where 
he  worked  with  soil  fertility  and 


management  problems  related  to 
production  of  rice  and  other  food  crops. 

Mr.  Nammaung  was  on  leave  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  Thailand, 
where  he  is  a  specialist  in  rice 
fertilization  and  production 

“The  purpose  of  the  program,” 
according  to  Dr.  William  H.  Patrick,  Jr., 
Conference  Coordinator  for  the  World 
Hunger  Scholarship  Program,  “is  to 
‘help  people  to  help  themselves’  by 
providing  the  technical  skills  needed  for 
them  to  return  to  their  countries  to  solve 
their  own  problems.  ” 


Jennings  Boy  Scouts  Attend  World  Jamboree 


Pictured  above  (left  to  right)  are  Glenn  Jory.  Perry  Daugherty  and  Russell  Jory. 
These  three  young  men  from  Jennings.  Louisiana  recently  attended  the  1982  World 
Jamboree  in  Alberta.  Canada.  In  addition,  they  have  earned  the  Eagle  Award,  which 
is  the  highest  award  in  scouting.  Glenn  and  Russell  are  the  sons  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Jory,  and  Perry  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Daugherty.  All  are  members  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Jennings,  of  w  hich  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  is  pastor. 


Editorial 


This  week  I  want  to  recommend  three 
good  audio  visuals,  none  of  which  are  in 
the  Conference  Resource  Center. 
However,  they  may  be  easily  obtained. 

The  first  two  are  clown  films.  This 
expression  of  faith  through  mime  has 
long  been  associated  with  teaching,  and  a 
resurrection  of  clown  ministries  has 
become  very  popular  in  recent  years. 
The  third  is  a  video  taped  program  series 
coming  from  the  Nebraska  Conference 
and  used  on  commercial  television  in 
Omaha. 

"A  Clown  Is  Born”  is  one  of  the  best.  It 
is  16mm,  15  minutes,  produced  by  Faith 
and  Fantasy,  Inc.  and  rents  for  $25.00 
through  ECUFilm.  It  is  a  “wordless 
parable  studying  love  and  self- 
fulfillment."  After  clown  school,  a  young 
clown  holds  a  series  of  unsuccessful  jobs. 
Then  he  “finds  himself”  among  others  of 
his  kind,  in  a  celebration  of  love  and  the 
sacraments.  He  then  is  able  to  spread  his 
gifts  throughout  his  town.  It  is 
recommended  for  youth  and  adults. 

The  second  film  is  “Charlie 
Churchman  and  the  Clowns."  It  is  16  mm 
b/w,  20  minutes,  produced  by  Family 
Films.  It  rents  for  $15.00,  also  through 
ECUFilms.  It  is  a  satire  based  on  the 
silent  screen  era  of  Charlie  Chaplin. 
Charlie  attempts  to  bring  a  band  of 
arcus  clowns  to  Churcn.  Amid  the 
humorous  confusion  and  chaos,  Charlie 
discovers  the  basic  elements  of 
evangelism.  It  is  recommended  for  youth 
and  adults. 

The  Siamsa  Clown  Ministry  Series 
consists  of  twelve  programs  on  clown 
ministry  featuring  Rev.  Harvey  Gambel 
and  the  Clowns  of  Faith-Westwood  UM 


Church,  Omaha,  Nebraska.  The 
programs  are  28:00  in  length  and  were 
originally  shown  on  KMTV  Omaha.  They 
may  be  obtained  through  the  Nebraska 
Conference  Media  Center,  2641  N.  49th 
St.,  Lincoln.  NE  68504r  for  $5.00  per 
program. 

In  the  programs,  one  sees  the 
transformation  of  a  person  into  a  clown. 
Skits  relating  fun,  laughter  and  the  joy  of 
our  faith  in  Jesus  are  presented  by 
clowns.  Other  titles  in  the  series  are: 
Body  of  Christ,  You  are  Somebody,  Have 
You  Heard  ...  ?,  Land  of  Siamsa, 
Trouble  Dolls,  the  Prodigal,  Tell  Me  The 
Stories  of  Jesus,  Illustrated  Christmas 
Stories,  The  Bells  That  Would  Not  Ring 
and  Love  Box. 

There  are  other  clown  resources,  but 
these  are  several  good  ones.  Perhaps 
some  of  you  have  a  “Holy  Fools  Club”  or 
“Clown  Club”  in  your  church.  If  so.  I’d 
love  to  hear  about  it. 

—  E.F. 
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Positive  influence  is  result  —  not 
reason  —  of  church  participation 


The  recent  headline  in  a  prominent 
national  publication  was  provocative  and 
enticing:  “Churchgoing  helps  black 
youths  escape  poverty.  ” 

The  story  which  followed  summarized 
the  intriguing  findings  of  Harvard 
economist,  Richard  Freeman,  from  a 
three-year  old  survey  of  how  some  2,300 
inner-city  black  youth  spend  their  time. 
Among  other  things,  he  found  that  those 
who  regularly  attend  church  were  more 
likely  than  those  who  did  not  to  be  on  an 
"escape  path"  from  ghetto  poverty. 

The  survey,  conducted  in  1979-80  by  the 
National  Bureau  of  Economic  Research, 
showed  that  church-going  ghetto  youths 
tended  to  engage  in  less  illegal  activity, 
including  drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  than 
their  non-church-going  peers.  It  also 
revealed  that  they  usually  spent  more 
time  in  school,  got  higher  grades,  were 
more  likely  to  have  jobs,  and  went  to 
college  in  higher  numbers. 

After  analyzing  the  data,  Mr.  Freeman 
concluded  that  the  youth  in  question  were 
not  just  “good  kids"  who  automatically 
went  to  church.  Instead,  he  believes  that 
church-going  actually  inspired  “better 
behavior”  in  them. 

We  recognize  the  hazards  of  linking 
church  involvement  to  the  attainment  of 
worldly  success,  despite  the  numerous 
evidences  that  such  a  relationship 
frequently  exists.  Religious  charlatans 
regularly  exploit  that  relationship,  or  its 
possibility,  by  playing  on  the  legitimate 
need  —  or  less  legitimate  greed  —  of 
potential  followers.  Wrongly  understood, 
such  a  relationship  could  tempt  one  to 
regard  the  church  as  merely  a  means  to 
attain  selfish  personal  ends,  such  as 
“wealth,”  "success,”  "peace  of  mind,” 
or  “personal  fulfillment.” 

Such  distortions  of  the  Christian  life, 
however,  should  not  blind  us  to  the  bot¬ 
tom-line  truth  of  Mr.  Freeman’s  find¬ 
ings:  participation  in  the  life  of  the 
church,  more  often  than  not,  has  a 
decisive  and  positive  influence  on  the 
direction  and  quality  of  human  life.  This 
is  particularly  the  case  when,  as  a  result 
of  such  involvement,  we  are  led  to  the 
growing  insight  that  the  proper  goal  of 
life  is  not  self-aggrandizement,  but  the 
self-giving  love  of  God  and  our  neigh¬ 
bors. 

We  should  not  be  surprised  that  such 
should  be  the  case.  By  "going  to  church" 
we  take  a  basic  step  toward  seeking 
God’s  kingdom  as  Jesus  counseled  us  to 
do.  When  we  obey  that  teaching,  we  are 
assured  that  all  that  we  truly  need  will  be 
ours  (Matthew 6: 33). 

"Back  to  school"  time  also  should  be 
"back  to  church”  time,  particularly  for 
individuals  and  families  for  whom  the 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  600  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  Lake  Harriet  UMC  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  (Minnesota  Con¬ 
ference  ) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Minneapolis,  we 
say  "Welcome. "  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.’’ 
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summer  has  provided  a  "vacation”  from 
church  attendance  It  is  also  a  good  time 
for  those  who  have  taken  an  extended 
leave  from  church  involvement  to  plug 
back  in. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  remained  per¬ 
sonally  faithful  in  our  church  par¬ 
ticipation.  we  should  not  hesitate  to  en¬ 
courage  others  to  renew  their  faith¬ 
fulness.  We’ve  already  received  our 
reward  through  our  involvement.  We 
should  be  anxious  to  seek  out  persons 
who  are  not  now  involved  in  the  church 
and  invite  them  to  share  in  that  reward. 

While  our  chief  motive  for  attending 
church  and  inviting  others  to  do  so  should 
be  the  relationship  to  God  it  makes 
possible,  we  shouldn't  hesitate  to  remind 
those  who  are  not  convinced  that  there  is 
scientific  evidence  that  those  who  attend 
church  tend  to  do  better  in  school,  jobs, 
and  societal  relationships  than  those  w  ho 
do  not.’’ 

Even  if  some  persons  should  try  com¬ 
ing  to  church  for  the  wrong  reasons 
initially,  it  would  give  the  Lord  an  op¬ 
portunity  through  us  to  show  by  our  word 
and  example  how  important  and  ful¬ 
filling  involvement  in  a  community  of 
faith  can  be. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Here  I  Stand 

One  member’s  plan  for  United 
Methodism:  ‘Global Oneness’ 


SEPTEMBER  9.  1983 


By  J.  WALTER  COBB 

"That  They  May  All  Be  One”  (John 
17:21)  was  the  theme  selected  by  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  for  the  1983  sessions  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Among  43  designs  submitted  by  21  in¬ 
dividual  artists,  one  created  by  George 
Yamaka  became  the  official  conference 
logo.  He  was  inspired  by  the  theme  and 
the  second  stanza  of  a  favorite  hymn: 
"In  Christ  shall  true  hearts  everywhere/ 
Their  high  communion  find/His  service 
is  the  golden  cord/Close  binding  all 
mankind.” 

Inspiring  sermons  on  the  theme  were 
presented  by  the  conference  speaker,  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Huston,  chief  ecumencial  staff 
officer  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  General  Secretary  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.  They  were  in  the 
context  of  creative,  imaginative,  uplift¬ 
ing  and  even  dramatic  worship  services. 
I  consider  the  worship  sessions  among 
the  most  important  and  rewarding 
aspects  of  an  annual  conference,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  they  provide  insights  and 
spiritual  enlightenment  concerning  the 
theme.  This  was  the  case. 

Yet  in  my  opinion  our  conference  fell 


short  of  communicating  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  to  the  world  the  kind  of  "one¬ 
ness”  message  it  had  the  potential  for 
sending. 

Roy  Howard  Beck’s  review  of  concerns 
expressed  by  all  73  Annual  Conferences 
(UMR,  July  15)  includes  a  heading 
"Nuclear  consensus  emerges"  and 
describes  several  categories  of  social  and 
"in-church”  concerns  presented  by  con¬ 
ferences  across  the  land.  Yet  most 
seemed  “business  as  usual”  responses  to 
felt  needs  and  perceived  contemporary 
crises  from  a  short-range  point  of  view. 
Focusing  on  special  interests  and  par¬ 
ticular  issues,  they  seem  to  lack  a  vision 
of  interrelatedness,  a  long-range  per¬ 
spective,  a  unity  of  program  thrusts 
toward  solutions,  a  concept  of  whole¬ 
ness  or  the  universal. 

We  are  all  affected 

"New  occasions  teach  new  duties." 
These  famous  five  words  of  James 
Russell  Lowell  (1819-1891)  in  "The 
Present  Crisis”  could  have  been  written 
about  our  time. 

I  believe  a  new  formula,  a  new  frame 
of  reference,  a  new  sense  of  global  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  urgency  on  the  part  of 
the  whole  United  Methodist  Church  is 


Who  are  winners  of  ‘peace  through  strength’? 

Trt  iKn  Vrlilni..  It I M  lHAnllni.  n  n  .  « .  .  ^  ** 


To  the  Editor 

In  the  "Letter  to  the  Editor”  headlined 
"Only  strength  can  assure  peace” 
(UMR,  Aug.  12),  James  M.  Stevenson 
asks  how  so  many  people  can  be  so  naive 
as  to  believe  that  should  the  communists 
win,  there  would  be  peace  in  the  world. 

I  cannot  see  why  anyone  can  be  so 
naive  as  to  believe  that  the  communists 
or  anyone  else,  can  win  a  nuclear  war. 
There  could  only  be  losers,  not  only  of 
those  who  engaged  in  this  insanity,  but 
inflicted  on  the  innocent  people  all  over 
our  globe.  The  lucky  ones  would  be  those 
who  died  instantly,  while  the  rest  would 
suffer  the  modern  day  version  of  the 
black  plague,  which  decimated  world 
populations  from  time  to  time. 

I  am  well  aware  there  are  those  who 
preach  "peace  through  strength.”  They 
are  those  who  profit  from  this  madness. 
But  there  are  also  those  who  point  out 
that  the  combined  arsenals  of  nuclear 
weapons  are  a  thousand  times  greater 
than  enough  to  wipe  out  the  world.  Who 
should  you  believe  —  those  who  have  a 
vested  interest  in  the  arms  race,  or  those 
who  are  concerned  about  the  welfare  of 
humanity? 

Why  do  we  persist?  I  lived  during  the 
depression  of  the  30’s  and  I  am  well 
aware  that  more  or  fess  full  employment 
and  prosperity  did  not  arrive  until  we 
started  preparing  for  the  second  world 
war,  and  we  have  not  ceased  preparing 
since.  Apparently  our  industries  which 
make  weapons  and  the  military  who  de¬ 
sign  and  use  them  have  been  able  to 
convince  us  that  this  is  the  best  or  easiest 
way  to  keep  a  certain  number  employed 
and  a  certain  degree  of  prosperity  for  a 
privileged  number.  Peace  is  apparently 
not  as  profitable,  or  requires  more 
planning.  c  H  clark 

Jennings,  Missouri 
Gap  between  clergy, 
laity  no  surprise 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  your  article  sub¬ 
headlined  "Reporter  survey  finds  strict 
immigration  limits  wanted”  (UMR,  July 
29)  and  noted  the  20%  difference  in 
opinions  between  clergy  and  lay  persons. 
Significantly,  this  "Question  Box  Sur¬ 
vey”  came  rather  closely  on  the  heels  of 
another  survey  you  reported  showing 
almost  exactly  the  same  discrepancies 
on  other  social  issues. 

These  variances  come  as  no  surprise  to 
many  of  us  along  the  “grass  roots” 
fronts.  In  fact,  most  of  us  feel  the  gap 
would  be  even  wider  were  you  to  poll  the 
general  membership  versus  the  “hierar¬ 
chy"  in  charge  of  many  of  our  boards, 
commissions,  etc.  —  on  any  social  sub¬ 
ject! 

Because  of  this  firm  suspicion,  our 
charge  conference  presented  a  resolution 
at  our  annual  conference  at  Grove  City  in 
June.  The  gist  of  its  message  was  that, 
given  the  financial  and  organizational 
build  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  it 
should  be  feasible  to  poll  or  survey  the 
entire  membership  on  some  con¬ 
troversial  subjects,  and  on  any  that  a 
given  number  of  charge  conferences 
petitioned  for  —  in  effect,  letting  the 
membership  vote  on  these  subjects.  We 
were  also  asking  that  our  delegates  to 
General  Conference  be  locked  into  voting 
as  their  constituents  wanted  them  to. 

Needless  to  say,  we  were  derided  as 
"not  trusting"  and  "insulting"  our 
delegates  (who  presumably  should  want 
to  know  how  their  constituents  feel  about 
things!)  and  the  measure  was  turned 
down. 

Yet,  every  issue  of  the  Reporter  has 
letters  and  articles  with  people  crying 
out  to  be  heard! 

I  have  every  hope  that  our  resolution 
will  be  going  on  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  I  am  sure  there  are  many  down 
here  on  the  main  front  who  agree  with  us 
that  it’s  time  the  general  membership 
was  heard  from. 

Alice  Foltz 

Centerville.  Pennsylvania 

Military  leaders  do  not 
know  ‘w  here  answ  er  is’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "Letter  to  the  Editor,”  by  James 
M.  Stevenson  (UMR.  Aug.  12).  states 
that  only  strength  can  secure  peace,  that 


“communism,  regardless  of  treaties,  is 
building  an  armed  arsenal  with  one  ob¬ 
ject  —  world  domination.” 

I  have  heard  so  much  of  these  vague 
generalities,  with  no  evidence,  that  I  am 
writing  to  my  representative  in  Congress 
asking  him  to  send  me  some  expert 
opinion  on  the  details  of  what  we  could 
expect  the  Soviets  to  do.  By  what  means 
would  they  try  to  subjugate  the  world?  I 
never  have  heard  any  detailed  ex¬ 
planation.  Insinuations  are  not  enough. 

Then  Mr.  Stevenson  states  “Should 
they  win,  our  churches  and  synagogues 
in  a  short  time  would  be  just  a  memory.” 
Oh  ye  of  little  faith!  When  has  military 
force  conquered  the  Christian  spirit? 
When  will  it  conquer  the  church  in 
Russia,  Poland,  East  Germany  or 
Czechoslovakia?  I  have  personally 
visited  Methodist  churches  in  the  last 
three  countries  and  they  are  not 
destroyed. 

It  is  about  time  that  the  followers  of 
Jesus  become  more  careful  in  their 
opinions  of  what  military  might  can  do. 
Military  leaders  do  not  know  "where  the 
answer  is."  The  Gospels  do. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Verne,  California 

Support  of  military 
important  to  freedom 

To  the  Editor: 

I  became  deeply  distressed  after 
reading  the  article  in  the  August  5  Repor¬ 
ter  headlined  "Members  defy  IRS.”  Our 
nation’s  military  was  formed  to  protect 
the  rights  and  freedoms  we  fought  so 
hard  for  200  years  ago.  Our  nation  is  the 
largest  free  nation  in  the  world,  and  as 
long  as  smaller  nations  are  fighting  for 
freedom  just  like  we  did,  WE  MUST  be 
there  to  help. 

We  also  must  have  a  strong  defense  in 
order  to  thwart  any  attack  on  our  nation. 
Without  a  strong  defense  we  will  fall  and 
then  we  will  be  without  the  freedoms  our 
forefathers  fought  so  hard  for;  freedoms 
we  should  highly  value  but  too  often  take 
for  granted. 

I  hope  Carl  Lundborg  and  his 
congregation  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  will 
reconsider  and  pay  their  taxes  sup¬ 
porting  the  military;  if  we  don’t  support 
the  military  with  our  taxes  and  with  our 
prayers,  how  will  it  be  able  to  support  us? 
Chuck  Gullion 
Willow  Springs,  Missouri 

Tax  resister  violates 
Bible,  Discipline,  law 

To  the  Editor: 

As  reported  in  the  article  headlined 
“Members  defy  IRS”  (UMR,  Aug.  5),  the 
stand  on  taxes  taken  by  the  Rev.  Carl 
Lundborg  of  the  First  &  Summerfield 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  could  compromise  our 
denomination.  He  appears  to  choose  to 
ignore  the  Bible,  the  Discipline  of  the 
UMC,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

In  the  first  three  gospels,  Jesus  says  to 
"render  unto  Caesar  what  is  Caesar’s.” 
Mr.  Lundborg  is  clearly  in  violation  of 
Article  23  of  the  Articles  of  Religion  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  His  refusal 
to  pay  income  tax  makes  him  in  violation 
of  the  laws  of  this  country. 

My  major  objection  to  his  stand, 
however,  is  in  the  misuse  of  his  office  of 
public  and  Christian  responsibility. 
While  I  have  personally  defended  his 
right  to  speak  as  an  individual,  I  feel  he 
should  understand  that  his  recourse  is  at 
the  ballot  box  and  not  in  the  pulpit, 
should  he  persist  in  this,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  he  should  be  asked  to  resign. 

Robert  S.  Barrett 
Dallas.  Texas 

Pastors’  benefits  outweigh 
proposed  tax  increases 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  amused  by  an  article,  from  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Reporter,  particularly 
Darold  Morgan’s  assertions  that  the 
proposed  4.6  percent  increase  in  the 
Social  Security  tax  would  have  "a 
devastating  effect  on  ministers’  annual 
compensation,  and  recommending 
"generous  increases”  in  1984  salaries 
(Reporter,  Aug.  5). 

One  wonders  at  the  plight  of  employees 
who  will  be  required  to  pay  additional 


S.S.  taxes  as  well,  but  who  are  without 
benefit  of  living  quarters  with  no  tax 
liability;  furniture,  appliances  and 
utilities  thrown  in,  and  a  generous  car 
allowance;  plus  excellent  health  and 
retirement  benefits  contributed  to  by  the 
churches  they  serve. 

Shame  on  Mr.  Morgan,  and  all  who 
agree  with  such  ill  advised  and  un¬ 
justifiable  demands.  Perhaps  other 
churchmen  would  care  to  comment  on 
this  issue.  _,  _ 

G.  Frankson 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida 

Immigration  survey 
results  disturbing 

To  the  Editor: 

My  files  are  stacked  with  clippings 
from  the  Reporter!  Thank  you  for  fur¬ 
nishing  so  much  pertinent  information. 

The  survey  results  on  immigration 
(Reporter,  Aug.  12)  have  concerned  me 
greatly.  I  keep  wondering  how  many  of 
the  78%  favoring  strict  limits  on  im¬ 
migration  are  aware  of  the  reasons  why 
refugees  leave  their  homelands,  and  are 
making  efforts  to  eliminate  the  root 
causes  of  so  much  fleeing? 

One  example:  Haiti’s  Duvalier 
promises  the  lowest  wages  in  the 
hemisphere  and  no  troublesome  labor 
unions  to  some  200  U.S.  owned  assembly 
plants.  The  labor  code  stipulates  a  wage 
scale  indexed  to  the  cost  of  living.  In 
reality,  even  the  legal  minimum  wage  of 


$2.25  per  day  is  largely  ignored. 
( Duvalier  admits  this  is  so ) . 

An  8-hour  day  is  established,  but 
laborers  put  in  10  to  12  hours  and  frequen¬ 
tly  six  and  seven-day  weeks  with  no  over¬ 
time  compensation.  The  situation  is  still 
worse  for  domestics:  the  code  legalizes 
live-in  servant  labor,  with  a  14-hour  work 
day  and  no  day  off. 

National  and  foreign  owned  agro¬ 
industries  have  expropriated  their  lands, 
forcing  many  peasants  to  migrate  to 
cities.  Many  are  shipped  by  truck  to  the 
Dominican  Republic  border,  and  are  sold 
by  Haitian  officials  to  large  landowners 
where  they  earn  at  best  $1.50  per  day. 
Slumdwellers  are  forced  to  sleep  in  three 
shifts  as  40%  of  them  have  no  permanent 
housing. 

For  each  high  school,  there  are  35 
prisons,  and  for  each  teacher,  there  are 
189  soldiers. 

Haiti  is  the  recipient  of  one  of  the 
largest  foreign  aid  packages  per  capita 
in  the  world,  but  much  of  this  aid  goes  in¬ 
to  the  private  bank  accounts  of  the 
Duvalier  family.  The  donor  nations,  the 
U.S.,  Canada,  West  Germany,  France, 
Taiwan  and  Israel,  supply  Duvalier  with 
over  half  his  yearly  budget. 

More  U.S.  citizens  should  go  on  work 
camps  to  Haiti  and  see  for  themselves 
why  they  flee. 

Gladys  Oberlin 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 


J.  Walter  Cobb 
called  for  by  the  current  situation  in  our  : 
world.  It  affects  us  all. 

Scripture  heads  needs 

Such  a  new  approach  and  program 
commitment  should: 

1.  Be  grounded  in  Scripture,  Wesleyan 
tradition,  and  "The  Book  of  Discipline”; 

2.  Be  documented  with  specific 
references ; 

3.  Address  the  nuclear  arms  race  and 
respond  to  the  prophetic  pastoral  letter 
on  human  survival  issued  by  our  Council 
of  Bishops  on  April  29, 1982  ; 

4.  Call  upon  individual  United 
Methodists  to  take  initiatives  for  peace 
with  justice  as  responsible  members  of 
the  world  community ; 

5.  Support  development  of  institutions 
for  peace; 

6.  Call  for  action  by  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  as  the  central, 
authoritative  body  of  the  church  in 
keeping  with  the  magnitude  and  in* 
elusiveness  of  the  issue  of  world  peace  in 
the  nuclear  age. 

7.  Represent  a  unified,  comprehensive, 
and  long-range  approach  which  looks 
beyond  the  nuclear  arms  race,  i^gional 
armed  conflicts,  misuse  of  natural 
resources  which  threatens  the  eco¬ 
system,  human  rights  and  justice  issues, 
world  hunger  and  other  aspects  of  the 
need  for  basic  sustenance  and  human 
services;  and  yet  its  framework  should 
acknowledge  the  critical  importance  of 
each  of  these  in  our  interdependent  world 
and  should  generate  new  hope  and  in¬ 
volvement  by  impacting  the  roots  as  well 
as  the  symptoms  arising  from  the  pa¬ 
thology  of  institutionalized  systems 
which  divide  and  threaten  our  world. 

New  thrust  needed 

So  urgently  do  I  see  the  need  for  such  a ; 
strong,  coordinated,  comprehensive  new 
thrust  by  the  whole  church  as  repre¬ 
sented  by  elected  delegates  to  General 
Conference  that  I  have  submitted  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  that  body.  It  is  entitled  "Toward 
Global  Oneness.”  In  it  an  attempt  is 
made  to  meet  each  of  the  criteria  listed 
above.  It  is  my  small  voice  raised  in 
humility,  faith  and  love.  It  is  directed  at 
the  goal  of  empowering  the  United 
Methodist  segment  of  the  worldwide 
body  of  Christ  to  fulfill  its  mission  in  the 
name  of  Him  whom  we  call  "The  Prince 
of  Peace.” 

I  am  thankful  that  even  I,  one  member, 
may  thus  submit  my  beliefs  and  opinions 
to  the  top  governing  body  of  my  beloved 
United  Methodist  Church. 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns, about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  J.  Walter  Cobb,  is  an  active 
United  Methodist  layperson  in  Los 
Angeles.  California  (Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Conference). 


My  Witness 

When  God  puts  his  hand  on  one’s  life 
he  stays  with  us  through  our  experiences 


By  OTTO  W.  WALTER 

God,  once  he  has  laid  his  hands  upon  a 
life,  never  lets  go!  Over  the  years,  I  have 
learned  this  lesson.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
and  painful  lesson  —  but  one  which  we  all 
must  most  assuredly  learn.  For  unless 
and  until  we  learn  it,  our  lives  remain 
meaningless  and  without  direction. 

Hindsight  comes  clearer  when  one  con¬ 
tinually  searches  and  finally  places  God, 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  at  the  center 
of  one’s  life.  I  have  reached  a  place  in  life 
when  I  can  say  with  great  certainty,  “I 
am  where  God  wants  me  to  be.”  I  have 
been  asked,  "Otto,  are  you  where  you 
want  to  be?”  If  I  can  say,  "I’m  where 
God  wants  me  to  be!”  then,  I  want  to  be 
where  God  has  placed  me! ! 

For  the  past  13  years,  I  have  been 
serving  as  Supervisor  of  Library  Services 
for  the  Missouri  Department  of  Correc¬ 
tions  and  Human  Resources.  Correc¬ 
tional  librarianship  has  a  special 
Christian  calling.  One  ministers  to 
felons,  the  lost,  losers,  and  disenchanted. 
This  takes  an  unusual  amount  of  under¬ 
standing  and  patience.  One  continually 
communes  with  God  in  prayer  daily. 

As  I  review  my  life,  I  find  that  ex¬ 
periencing  the  loss  of  my  father  at  the 
age  of  13  has  been  instructive.  At  that 
tender  age,  I  reasoned  that  my  father 
loved  me  as  much  as  I  loved  him.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  leave  me  —  unless,  of 
course,  he  had  to.  Since  God  had  the 
power  of  life  and  death,  God,  therefore, 
was  responsible  for  my  father’s  death. 

I  had  been  married  for  four  years 
before  the  birth  of  our  first  child,  a  son.  A 
year  later,  a  second  son  was  born  retar¬ 
ded  —  I  reasoned  that  this  was  God’s 
retribution  for  blaming  him  for  the  death 
of  my  father.  Eight  years  prior  to  the 
birth  of  my  retarded  son,  I  had  spent  a 
year  and  a  half  at  the  Iliff  School  of  The¬ 
ology.  All  my  efforts  to  enter  the  pro¬ 
fessional  ministry  led  me  nowhere.  I 
deeply  desired  to  enter  the  professional 
ministry. 

I  struggled  with  God  and  myself  over 
this.  My  struggles  cost  me  my  jobs,  and 
finally  my  marriage.  It  did  not  cost  me 
my  marriage  before  I  had  been  the 
father  of  two  lovely  daughters.  My  first 
son  and  two  daughters  were  exceedingly 
intelligent  —  just  as  my  second  son  was 
retarded. 

On  June  21,  1983.  James  Owen,  my 
retarded  son,  died.  On  June  14th,  he  was 
overcome  by  esophogitis  —  was  operated 


on  —  and  a  week  later  died  from  com¬ 
plications  resulting  from  the  surgery.  We 
had  a  memorial  service  in  Oklahoma  City. 

I  chose  the  inscription:  Matthew  18: 1-4 
(Anchor  Bible). 

"At  that  time  the  disciples  came  to 
Jesus  asking,  ‘Who  is  the  greatest  in  the 
Kingdom  of  heaven?’  Calling  a  child,  he 
put  him  in  the  middle  of  them  and  said,  ‘I 
solemnly  tell  you  that  unless  you  turn 
and  become  again  like  children,  you  will 
not  enter  the  Kingdom  of  heaven. 
Therefore  whoever  humbles  himself  like 
this  child  is  the  greatest  in  the  Kingdom 
of  heaven. 

I  came  out  of  the  memorial  service 


with  the  resolve  to  rededicate  my  life  to 
God  as  such  a  child  —  just  like  Jimmy, 
my  retarded  son  —  who  taught  me  more 
about  God  and  his  life  than  anyone  else! ! 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Otto  W. 
Walter,  is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in’ 
Jefferson  City.  Missouri  (West  Missouri. 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  The  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


r^unc^  of 
evpntiori . .  / 


The  old  adage  —  "An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound 
of  cure"  —  is  indeed  true  when  it  comes  to  protecting  children 
from  disease,  in  Sierra  Leone  —  and  elsewhere  —  hundreds  of 
children's  lives  can  be  saved  if  they  are  vaccinated,  it  costs  less 
than  $1  to  immunize  a  child. 


Please  offer  a  child  a 
.healthy  future  with  your  gift. ■ 


|  ADVANCE 

I  Clip  this  coupon  and 
mall  with  your  check  to: 

I  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries 
WORLD  DIVISION 
1  Room  1439 

“  475  Riverside  Drive 

New  York,  NY  10115 


STREET  ADDRESS- 


_  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  - 


4 


SEPTEMBER  9.  1983 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


UM  ‘power  positions’  analyzed 

‘Servant  leader’ described  as  ‘enabler’  or  ‘boss’ 


Flotvers  have  spirit  message 

PSALMS  103:15  —  "As  for  us,  our  life  is  like  grass.  We  grow  and  flourish 
like  a  wild  flower.”  religious  news  service  photo 

‘Unethical  boycott’ 
protested  by  layman 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ANCHORAGE  —  Lonnie  Brooks 
believes  the  United  Methodist  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  of 
Church  and  Society  are  unethical  in  their 
continued  promotion  of  the  ‘‘Nestle 
boycott.” 

To  protest  that,  he  is  conducting  a 
project  that  will  send  extra  money  to  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries! 

‘‘This  is  a  constructive  way  of 
protesting,”  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  J. 
Shaffer,  said.  “Some  local  church 
members  get  angry  at  actions  in  the 
general  church  and  withhold  money.  Mr. 
Brooks’  method  is  a  better  way.” 

Although  the  giving  of  extra  money  to 
an  agency  with  which  you  are  displeased 
seems  paradoxical,  Mr.  Brooks  and  Mr. 
Shaffer  said  they  believe  this  form  of 
protest  makes  its  point. 

Mr.  Shaffer,  by  the  way,  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  Church  and 
Society.  And  Mrs.  Shaffer  is  a  board 
member  of  Global  Ministries. 

•Tve  been  encouraging  my  people  to 
get  involved  in  social  issues,”  Mr. 
Shaffer  said.  “I  train  them  to  think  for 
themselves.  So  I’m  pleased  they’re 
involved,  whether  or  not  they  agree  with 
me.” 

At  first,  Mr.  Brooks  tried  to  get  the 
East  Anchorage  UMC  to  send  a  $100 
donation  to  the  Nestle  Corp. 

“That  would  help  make  up  for  some  of 
the  losses  Nestle  has  suffered  because  of 
the  unethical  boycott,”  he  said. 

But  the  congregation  council  on 
ministries  rejected  that  action,  partly 
because  of  a  concern  about  draining 
church  finances. 

The  council  overwhelmingly  accepted 
Mr.  Brooks’  next  suggestion : 


Placing  a  collection  box  in  a  “con¬ 
spicuous”  location  at  the  church,  he 
encouraged  members  to  bring  labels 
from  Nestle  and  Libby’s  brand  products 
sold  by  Nestle.  Mr.  Brooks  has  pledged  to 
give  10  cents  for  each  label  up  to  $1,000. 
He  said  he  will  give  the  money  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  a  part  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

“I  will  write  to  both  United  Methodist 
agencies  and  to  Nestle  to  tell  them  what 
we  are  doing,”  he  said.  “We  feel  the 
agencies  need  to  hear  from  the 
grassroots. 

“We  want  the  people  to  understand 
that  it  not  only  is  okay  to  buy  Nestle 
products,  but  that  Nestle  should  be 
rewarded  for  making  the  changes  it  has 
made,”  said  Mr.  Brooks,  chairman  of  the 
East  Anchorage  UMC’s  administrative 
board. 

For  several  years,  the  two  UM 
agencies  and  six  other  denominations 
have  promoted  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
products  to  pressure  Nestle  to  change  its 
infant  formula  marketing  practices 
among  impoverished  and  illiterate 
mothers  in  the  Third  World. 

Now  that  Nestle  for  more  than  a  year 
has  been  following  up  on  its  promise  to 
make  those  changes,  Mr.  Brooks  said, 
and  since  the  UMC's  General  Council  on 
Ministries  has  asked  all  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  get  out  of  the  boycott,  it  is  unethical 
for  the  two  UM  agencies  to  stay  in  it. 

To  show  that  the  East  Anchorage 
congregation  is  concerned  about  the 
problems  of  infant  malnutrition  and 
disease  the  boycotters  claim  to  address, 
Mr.  Brooks  said  he  is  designating  the 
$1,000  to  go  to  UMCOR  which  works  to 
help  alleviate  such  problems  around  the 
world. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  More  than  100  United 
Methodists  recently  appointed  to  leader¬ 
ship  positions  in  the  church  were  re¬ 
minded  here  last  week  that  “the  best 
leaders  are  servants  first.” 

Ninety-six  district  superintendents,  in¬ 
cluding  —  seven  women  —  and  14  annual 
conference  council  directors,  were  in 
Nashville  for  their  orientation  into  new 
roles  and  responsibilities  as  leaders  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Drawing  upon  recent  research  in  group 
dynamics  and  social  processes,  including 
John  Naisbitt’s  best-seller,  "Megatrends,” 
a  management  consultant  told  the  gather¬ 
ing  that  “the  new  leader  of  today  must  be 

a  facilitator.”  ,  .  , 

“An  important  question  for  leaders  to 
ask  themselves,”  said  Marlene  Wilson, 
a  Boulder,  Colorado-based  consultant  in 
volunteer  management,  “is  ‘Are  we 
facilitating  self-help  (among  church 
members)  or,  are  we  still  telling  them 
what  to  do?’  ” 

Each  leadership  approach  is  based  on 
a  view  of  the  leader,  either  as  the  “en¬ 
abler”  or  as  the  “boss.”  The  “enabler” 
is  much  like  the  biblical  concept  of  the 
“servant.”  This  has  been  set  forth  in 
recent  years  by  Robert  Greenleaf  in 
his  book,  “Servant  Leadership.”  The 
“servant”  leader  both  points  to  a  vision 
of  what  life  should  be  and  models  the  best 
way  to  realize  that  vision. 

Ms.  Wilson  said,  “Watch  out  for 
persons  who  want  to  lead  before  they’ve 
been  servants  of  others.” 

An  effective  servant  leader  must 
understand  what  motivates  people, 
including  themselves,  said  Ms.  Wilson. 
Studies  by  David  McClelland  have 
shown,  for  example,  that  people 
generally  are  motivated  by  what  they 
most  think  about.  On  this  basis,  he  found 
three  kinds  of  people. 

•  Achievers:  People  who  like  to  have 
problems  —  not  answers  —  delegated  to 
them.  Such  persons  do  not  like  to  fail  and 
consequently  will  stay  in  touch  with  the 
leader  to  see  that  things  are  on  course, 
said  Ms.  Wilson.  Achievers  need  and 
want  honest  feedback  about  their  per¬ 
formance. 

•  Affiliators:  These  “people”  persons 
think  most  about  feelings  -  their  own  as 
well  as  those  of  others.  They  tend  to  have 


a  great  impact  upon  the  “climate”  of  an 
organization.  Such  people  like  tasks 
involving  interraction  with  others  and 
prefer  decisions  reached  by  consensus  in 
which  there  are  “no  losers.” 

•  Power  people:  These  are  the 
“movers  and  shakers”  —  who  think  most 
about  making  things  “happen,  ” 
according  to  Ms.  Wilson.  They  are  more 
concerned  about  “strategy”  and  the 
achievement  of  long-range  goals  than 
about  short-term  problems  or  the 
feelings  of  others.  There  are  two  kinds  of 
“power  people,”  however,  and  she 
emphasized  an  important  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  two. 

“Personal  power”  people  want  power 
for  themselves  and  their  own  self- 
aggrandizement.  For  such  people, 
“control”  is  a  central  value.  Decisions 
are  “win-lose”  propositions:  someone 
gains  power  at  someone  else’s  expense. 

“Social  power”  people,  on  the  other 
hand,  want  influence  for  the  good  of 
others  and  the  organization,  Ms.  Wilson 
pointed  out.  She  said  a  simple  test 
reveals  the  difference  between  personal 
power  and  social  power:  Do  people  grow, 
or  do  they  shrivel,  feel  demeaned  and 
diminished? 

Social  power  people,  she  said,  care 
enough  for  others  to  “make  them  grow.  ” 
This  is  what  is  meant  by  “tough  love,” 
Ms.  Wilson  observed:  holding  people  to 
accountability  for  their  actions  rather 
than  letting  them  off  the  hook  when  they 
don’t  exercise  their  responsibility  or  use 
their  gifts  to  the  fullest. 

As  church  leaders  who  have  power,  the 
new  group  was  urged  by  Ms.  Wilson  to 
recognize  the  importance  of  choosing 
how  they  will  use  the  power  entrusted  to 
them. 

Council  directors  attended  seminars  on 
relationships  with  other  church  leaders, 
communications,  staff  supervision  and 
evaluation,  program  and  budget 
planning. 

The  new  superintendents  heard 
bishops  and  experienced  superintendents 
tell  how  they  handled  such  basic  tasks  as 
the  appointment-making  (assigning  of 
pastors  to  local  congregations),  charge 
conferences  and  evaluation. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  the  New  York 
Area  said  that  Francis  Asbury,  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism’s  first  bishop,  was  a 
worthy  model  for  their  consideration  in 


appointment  making. 

Asbury,  observed  Bishop  Nichols, 
“considered  the  minister  to  be  the 
‘expendable’  part  of  the  appointment 
system  and  the  church  the  ‘object.’ 
This,  he  said,  contrasts  sharply  with 
using  the  system  for  the  convenience  of 
the  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Brown  Christopher,  a 
superintendent  in  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference,  reminded  the  new 
superintendents  that  “appointment¬ 
keeping”  is  as  important  as  “appoint¬ 
ment-making.” 

“It’s  important  to  help  churches  keep 
the  pastor  they  already  have,”  she  said, 
reflecting  a  general  view  that  pastorates, 
to  be  most  effective,  should  be  longer 
than  the  typical  two  or  three  years. 

Some  of  the  new  district  super¬ 
intendents  were  interested  to  find  that 
the  appointment-making  process  is  not 
identical  throughout  the  73  annual 
conferences.  Bishop  Nichols  pointed  out. 


for  example,  that  each  bishop  and 
cabinet  have  their  own  unique  variation 
on  the  process.  There  is  considerable 
variation,  for  example,  as  to  how  and 
when  pastors  and  churches  are  notified 
about  a  change  in  assignment  he  said. 

Despite  a  keynote  address  by  Ohio 
West  Area  Bishop  Dwight  Loder,  in 
which  the  bishop  reassured  the  newly- 
appointed  leaders  that  they  “have  not 
left  the  ministry,”  several  said  they  miss 
the  “loving  fellowship”  of  a  local  church, 
and  some  expressed  feelings  of  grief  at 
the  loss  in  their  new  positions  of  their 
“pastoral”  identity. 

A  few  persons  were  beginning  their 
second  stint  as  district  superintendents. 
One  indicated  that  the  training  and 
orientation  at  this  event  was  superior  to 
that  which  he  experienced  the  first  time 
But,  then  again,  he  reflected,  it  has  to  be 
better,  because  “the  job  has  expanded 
far  beyond  what  any  one  person  can 
reasonably  be  expected  to  do  .” 


UM’s  action  on  ethnics 
said  eyed  by  3rd  world 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  -  Churches  of  the  Third 
World  are  watching  what  United 
Methodists  do  with  their  1981-84 
missional  priority,  “Strengthening  and 
Developing  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Church,”  the  bishop  of  the  Seattle  Area 
said  here  last  week. 

Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  said  the 
perceptions  of  Third  World  people  of  how 
UMs  sin  the  United  States  deal  with  this 
priority  and  the  related  issues  of  racism 
has  implications  for  denominations 
mission  efforts  in  their  countries. 

In  an  address  to  110  newly-appointed 
district  superintendents  and  directors  of 
annual  conference  Councils  on 
Ministries,  the  bishop  said  the  church 
has  tended  to  reflect  the  prevailing  racial 
attitudes  of  society. 

The  civil  rights  revolution  of  the  ’50s 
and  ’60s  tried  to  overcome  racial 
separation  through  a  policy  of 
integration,  the  bishop  said.  The  result, 
however,  was  “trauma”  for  both  white 
and  black  persons.  As  black  people  tried 


to  conform  to  the  majority  culture,  they 
experienced  rejection  by  white  people, 
and  a  loss  of  their  own  cultural  identity. 

Out  of  this  painful  experience,  often 
marked  by  misunderstanding  and  even 
violence,  emerged  a  new  emphasis, 
according  to  Bishop  Talbert,  the  goal  of 
“inclusiveness”  in  the  church.  For  black 
memberships,  he  said,  this  meant  the 
“affirmation  of  who  we  are  as  a  part  of 
God’s  people,”  and  the  ability  to  say,  "I 
am  proud  of  who  I  am  because  God 
created  me.” 

Bishop  Talbert  said  UMs  should  view 
the  missional  priority  as  the  means 
through  which  the  UMC  can  equip  its 
ethnic  minority  members  to  be  in 
ministry  to  other  ethnic  minorities. 

“We  are  still  living  in  a  nation  of 
pockets  of  people,”  he  said,  "minorities 
whom  the  church  should  not  abandon.  To 
reach  them  existing  minority  churches 
will  need  both  “developing”  and 
“strengthening”  in  order  to  be  more 
effective  witnesses. 

-  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


‘Spiritual  junk’ now  treasured 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Piety,  viewed  as 
“spiritual  junk”  in  the  ’60s  and  ’70s  by 
many  church  members,  may  become  the 
“spiritual  treasure”  of  the  ’80s  and  ’90s, 
United  Methodist  leaders  were  told  here 
last  week. 

But  the  reawakening  of  spirituality 
could  be  as  disastrous  as  the  activism  of 
the  ’60s,  warned  the  Rev.  Norman  Shaw- 
chuck  of  Indianapolis,  if  it  proves  to  be 
only  a  “spiritual  fad”  isolated  from  the 
rest  of  church  life. 

Dr.  Shawchuck,  the  director  of 
spiritual  formation  for  the  UMC’s  Indian 
Area,  admitted  to  the  training  session  for 
some  150  UM  district  superintendents 
and  annual  conference  council  directors 
here  that  his  “greatest  fear”  is  that 
spiritual  formation  will  not  be  integrated 
into  the  total  life  of  the  church. 

In  a  five-hour  seminar  he  urged  these 
newly-appointed  officials  to  provide 
leadership  in  the  recovery  of  “a  vital 
piety”  in  United  Methodism  and  integra- 


Two  ordained  ministries  proposed 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  committee  which 
has  spent  nearly  three  years  studying  the 
United  Methodist  ministry  will  receive  a 
proposal  here  Sept.  15-17  recommending 
that  United  Methodism  have  two  kinds  of 
ordained  ministers:  Deacons  and  Elders. 

A  corollary  recommendation  is  that 
the  UMC  do  away  with  the  current 
United  Methodist  understanding  of  the 
deacon’s  order  as  a  transitional  step 
toward  the  ordained  ministry  of  elder 
and  replace  it  with  a  so-called 
"permanent  diaconate.” 

The  committee  voted  essentially  these 
same  recommendations  in  a  10-4  decision 
last  May.  A  subcommittee  fleshed  out  the 
May  document  for  final  submission  to  the 
committee  here. 

The  committee’s  final  document  now 
must  be  submitted  to  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
for  action  and  recommendation  to  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

The  latest  draft,  after  declaring  that 
all  Christians  are  a  part  of  the  “general 
ministry,”  says  that  some  persons  are 
called  to  the  "representative  ministry," 
also  identified  as  “the  servants  of  God’s 
servants."  The  two  forms  of  that 
“representative  ministry”  are  to  be 
known  as  elder  and  deacon. 

Deacons,  under  the  new  proposal, 
would  be  ordained  "to  serve  in  ministries 
focused  primarily  on  liturgy,  service  and 
justice  within  the  local  congregation  and 
in  the  world." 

As  illustrations  of  the  deacons’  variety 
of  ministries,  the  report  mentions 
“community  development,  social 
services,  health  ministries,  missions, 
peace-making,  education,  counseling, 
evangelism,  administration  and  music, 
among  others.  ” 

•  Deacons  are  also  envisioned 
functioning  “as  assistants  in  worship, 


partners  in  governance,  leaders  in 
mission,  ministers  of  pastoral  care  and 
teaching,  and  agents  of  Christian  unity.” 

The  latest  proposal  includes  little 
change  in  the  current  denominational 
provisions  for  elders. 

Elders  would  be  ordained  “to  serve  in 
ministry  focused  primarily  on  word, 
order  and  sacrament.”  Elders  would 
“bear  responsibility  for  the  discipline  of 
the  church  and  are  teachers  and 
preachers  of  the  faith.  .  .proclaiming  the 
word  through  preaching  and  teaching  the 
Gospel,  celebrating  the  sacraments.  .  . 
providing  pastoral  care.  .  .” 

The  study  committee  consists  of  staff 

Latest  proposal 
includes  little  change 
in  provisions  for 
elders. 

and  directors  from  the  parent  board’s 
three  ministry  divisions:  Ordained 
Ministry.  Diaconal  Ministry,  and 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries. 

At  the  May  meeting,  representatives 
from  Diaconal  and  Chaplains  divisions 
voted  in  favor  of  the  draft  which 
subsequently  has  been  refined. 

Representatives  from  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  who  voted  solidly 
against  the  May  proposal,  indicated 
will  file  a  minority  report.  That  minority 
report  is  expected  to  favor  continuing  the 
current  practice  of  two  ordained  orders, 
with  the  deacons’  orders  understood  to  be 
in  preparation  for  the  elders'  orders.  The 
minority  report  would  continue  the 
present  non-ordained  category  of 
diaconal  ministry. 

A  number  of  tough  issues  have  dogged 
the  Ministry  Study  Committee.  The  final 
report  attempts  to  deal  with  each,  but 
considerable  discussion  is  expected  to 


loom  ahead  on  these  points: 

•  Itineration.  Deacons  wold  be  non¬ 
itinerant  members  in  full  connection  with 
an  annual  conference.  This  means  they 
would  not  be  subject  to  being  moved 
from  one  place  to  another  by  a  bishop. 
Elders  would  continue  to  be  itinerant 
members  in  full  connection  with  an 
annual  conference,  and  assigned  to  their 
places  of  service  by  their  bishops. 

•  Voting  rights.  Deacons  would  have 
the  right  to  vote  on  all  matters  in  the 
annual  conference  except  the  election  of 
lay  delegates  to  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

•  Appointment.  A  deacon  would  not  be 
assured  by  the  church  of  a  place  to  serve 
as  elders  are  but  would  “find  his/her  own 
place  of  service”  and  accept  that  position 
only  after  the  conference  cabinet  and  the 
annual  conference  Division  of  Deacons 
(a  new  proposed  body)  approved  that 
service.  A  district  superintendent  or 
bishop  could  initiate  or  recommend  an 
appointment  for  a  deacon  but  would  have 
no  responsibility  to  do  so. 

•  Compensation.  The  report  proposes 
that  the  “employing  agency"  in  which  a 
deacon  serves  shall  provide  adequate 
salary,  pension  benefits,  and  health  care 
insurance,  vacations,  and  continuing 
education  support  “reflecting  the  local 
labor  market  for  comparable  positions 
and  the  annual  conference  provisions  for 
ordained  elders.”  During  the  study  com¬ 
mittee’s  work,  these  have  been  lumped 
informally  under  the  general  heading  of 
“equity.”  The  matter  of  pension  benefits 
—  whether  deacons  would  qualify  for 
pension  plans  provided  by  annual  confer¬ 
ences  —  has  been  heavily  debated. 

Only  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  ministry's  three  ministry-related 
divisions  have  been  represented  in  the 
study.  But  members  of  the  fourth 
division  —  Higher  Education  —  are 
expected  to  vote  on  the  final  proposal. 


tion  of  spirituality  with  management 
and  administration. 

Evaluations  from  last  year’s  training 
program  had  requested  that  training  in 
management  skills  for  leaders  be  bal¬ 
anced  with  an  emphasis  on  spirituality, 
the  Rev.  Royal  Fishbeck  told  the 
Reporter.  As  a  staff  executive  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  he  works 
with  the  planning  team  for  the  annual 
training  event. 

Dr.  Shawchuck  said  Dr.  Albert  Outler 
and  Dr.  Martin  Marty  —  prominent 
theologions  and  church  historians  —  may 
be  right  when  they  say  United  Methodism 
will  be  at  the  heart  of  a  new  “spiritual 
awakening.”  The  UMC  is  uniquely  quali¬ 
fied  he  said,  on  at  least  two  counts : 

•  “When  a  church  is  the  most 
(spiritually)  dead,  God  will  bring  forth 
new  life”;  this  observation  by  Wm. 
Temple,  a  renowned  theologian  and 
pastor,  fits  the  UMC; 

•  John  Wesley’s  unique  combination  of 
“personal  salvation”  and  “social 
holiness”  provides  a  resource  in  the 
UMC  tradition.  “I  know  no  salvation 
except  personal  salvation;  no  holiness 
except  social  holiness,”  Mr.  Wesley  said. 

But,  said  Dr.  Shawchuck,  the  church 
must  not  call  its  members  to  either 
“social  holiness”  or  to  “justice  ministries” 
without  also  developing  the  inner  core  of 
“vital  piety”  among  United  Methodists. 
To  do  so,  he  said,  would  just  repeat  the 
spiritual  emptiness  and  burnout  of  the 
’60s  and  ’70s. 

Recalling  his  own  experience  during 
those  two  decades  —  which  many 
persons  “nearly  50”  identified  with  — 
Dr.  Shawchuck  said : 


“We  confessed  God  was  dead  and 
moved  out  into  the  streets  to  save  the 
world.  .  .  But  with  the  assassination  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  Wounded  Knee, 
Vietnam  and  Watergate,  .little  by  little 
we  realized  we  were  not  going  to  change 
the  world.  The  social  revolution  fizzled 
and  sputtered  out  like  a  wet  firecracker. 

1  (and  others)  failed  to  take  care  of  the 
inner  core;  the  whole  idea  of  piety  stank 
m  my  nostrils. 

“Prayer  seemed  mighty  weak  then, 
but  inside  I  was  empty  and  angry;  I 
blamed  everybody  else  for  my  failures  — 
the  government,  my  denomination.” 

“No  salvation  except 
personal  salvation:  no 
holiness  except  social 
holiness.” 

As  a  church  management  consultant  in 
the  Dakotas  Area  during  the  ’70s,  he  said 
he  “really  believed  that  a  good  planning 
process  was  the  route  to  the  revitaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  church.”  Dr.  Shawchuck  noted 
that  “every  agency  of  the  UMC  is  still  on 
the  same  track  of  management  by 
assessment  and  evaluation.” 

Trapped  in  a  motel  in  South  Dakota 
during  a  1978  blizzard,  he  said  he  finally 
faced  himself  and  didn’t  like  what  he 
found.  But,  assisted  by  loving  strangers, 
likewise  trapped  in  the  motel,  he  took  the 
first  step  to  “authentic  spirituality” 
which  he  defines  as  “knowing  we  are 
loved  of  God  just  as  we  are.  ” 

Dr.  Shawchuck  is  of  the  opinion  that 
spiritual  formation  —  “creating  and 


sustaining  for  us  a  sense  of  New 
Testament  reality  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ”  —  must  be  done  with  others  in  a 
covenant  community.  “We  cannot  go 
alone;  we  are  too  weak  alone.  " 

But,  “retreating”  must  not  become 
just  another  church  program  or  a 
separate  aspect  of  the  individual 
Christian’s  life. 

"You  must  interpenetrate  everything 
you  do  with  spiritual  emphases,  or  it  is 
all  for  nothing.”  Dr.  Shawchuck  said, 
adding  that  he  hopes  spiritual  formation 
will  become  so  integral  to  the  activities 
of  the  Indiana  Area  that  his  present  job 
won’t  be  needed  very  long. 

He  did  not  advise  throwing  out 
management  skills,  but  suggested  laying 
aside  “assessment  and  evaluation”  for 
awhile  and  trying  to  “discern  the  Will  of  God.” 

Further,  he  said,  “Sometimes  the 
church  gets  itself  into  such  a  mess  that  it 
just  can’t  be  solved  with  good  business 
procedure.  Jesus  said  some  problems 
can  only  be  solved  with  prayer  and  fasting." 

Dr.  Shawchuck  said  spiritual 
formation  merely  takes  seriously  the 
resources  already  available  to  every 
Christian:  the  scriptures,  prayer, 
meditation,  covenant  community.  These 
can  connect  all  three  levels  of 
relationship  in  faith  and  practice:  the 
intrapersonal  or  “mystical,”  the  inter¬ 
personal  or  “prophetic”  and  the  supra- 
personal  or  “activist”  involvement  in 
institutions  and  structures 

The  director  of  spiritual  formation  said 
church  leaders  must  not  only  carve  out 
time  in  their  schedules  to  engage  in  vital 
piety  but  also  encourage  small  covenant 
groups  among  pastors. 


Graffiti  gives  way  to  Christ  mural 


CALEXICO,  CALIF.  -  The  Calexico 
United  Methodist  Church  had  a  problem. 

Graffiti  marred  the  external  walls  of 
the  church’s  social  hall  and  sanctuary. 
Church  members  decided  to  cover  the 
walls  instead  with  a  colorful,  hand- 
painted  mural. 

Artist  Frank  Zazueta,  known  in 
Calexico  by  his  nickname  “Puppet,” 
spent  nearly  three  months  preparing  the 
scene. 

The  walls  were  cleaned  and  sealed 
with  an  anti-graffiti  sealer.  Then  the 
artist  began  his  work. 

The  finished  scene  depicts  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount.  The  picture  is  “Christ- 
centered,  with  a  close-up  view  showing 
tears  in  the  eyes  of  the  crowd,  birds  in  the 
sky,  and  a  beautiful  butterfly.”  said 
Linda  Western,  a  trustee  and 
chairperson  of  the  mural  project 
Another  scene  shows  the  fishermen’s 
boats. 

The  young  people  of  the  church  were 
instrumental  in  the  completion  of  the 
mural.  They  held  fund-raisers  and 
provided  the  manual  labor  necessary  to 
prepare  the  walls  before  painting. 

Other  groups  of  the  church,  including 
the  Men’s  Group,  also  held  fund-raising 
events  to  underwrite  the  mural  which 
covers  900  square  feet. 


Frank  Zazueta  stands  with  the  mural  he  painted  for  the  Calexico  United 
Methodist  Church.  Calexico,  Calif. 
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Frank  Zazueta.  who  graduated  from 
Calexico  High  School  in  1979,  still  resides 
in  Calexico.  He  has  painted  similar 
murals  in  San  Diego  and  Indio. 
California. 


While  he  was  painting  the  mural,  many 
people  stopped  to  chat  with  him  about  it. 
The  finished  mural  can  be  seen  from 
State  Highway  98.  the  local  hospital  and 
the  community  at  large. 
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Five  ‘ambassadors’  tell  story  of  Black  College  Fund 


Churches,  conferences,  mission  schools  hear  students’  personal  success  witnesses 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Five  student 
“ambassadors”  toured  the  country  this 
summer  on  behalf  of  United  Methodism’s 
Black  College  Fund.  This  was  the  third 
year  for  the  tour  program  featuring 
students  from  the  denomination’s  12 
predominantly  black  schools. 

The  following  feature  on  one 
"ambassador”  is  by  the  editor  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 
Reporter  edition. 

By  CLARA  LOU  KERR 

Sasha  Callender  certainly  wouldn’t 
call  herself  a  missionary.  And  despite 
having  been  the  Sunday  morning  speaker 
in  half  a  dozen  churches  in  a  month,  she 
“wouldn’t  presume  to  preach  a  sermon.” 

Sasha  was  one  of  five  black  students 
chosen  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
to  travel  this  summer  in  each  of  the  five 
jurisdictions  to  promote  “in  living  color” 
(Sasha’s  words)  the  United  Methodist 
Black  College  Fund. 

By  the  time  she  arrived  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference  on  July  1, 
Sasha  had  been  initiated  into  the  United 
Methodist  system. 

‘‘I’ve  spoken  at  pot-luck  suppers  in 
Maine,  United  Methodist  Women’s 
meetings  in  New  Jersey,  and  stayed  with 
families  in  New  Hampshire  and  other 
places.  Everyone  I’ve  met  has  been 
fantastic.” 


Sasha  Callender 


Sasha  was  looking  forward  to 
beginning  her  senior  year  at  Paine 
College  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  in  September. 
She  is  a  math  major,  an  “A”  student, 
was  president  of  the  student  body,  has 
been  a  freshman  advisor  and  a  tutor  for 
remedial  courses. 


Why  did  she  choose  a  black  school?  “I 
didn’t  choose  Paine  because  it  was 
black,”  she  answered,  “although  I 
decided  I  might  like  being  in  the  majority 
fora  while. 

“I  wanted  a  small  school;  Paine  has 
800  students.  I  wanted  a  school  with  a 
religious  foundation;  Paine  has  that. 

Everyone  benefits  at  her  school 

’’Paine  College  is  set  up  so  everybody 
benefits,”  she  said.  "There  are  both 
urban  and  rural  students.  Those  who 
need  remedial  courses  are  required  to 
take  them,  although  they  are  non-credit. 

‘‘We  have  an  all-school  assembly  once 
a  week.  The  programs  are  varied,  but 
whatever  the  topic  it  gives  the  students  a 
real  sense  of  unity. 

‘‘And  we  get  together  for  Bible  study. 
That’s  when  the  students  are  the  most 
willing  to  talk  and  the  most  willing  to 
listen. 

“Another  important  fact  is  that  Paine 
is  in  the  community,”  she  said.  “There 
are  no  gates  on  Paine.  Students  are 
active  as  volunteers  in  the  Augusta 
Community  Center  and  we  are 
constantly  helping  with  food  drives  and 
holiday  celebrations  in  the  town.  Several 
churches  provide  buses  to  get  students  to 
worship  on  Sundays.” 

What  of  the  frequent  question  raised 
about  all-black  schools :  "Aren’t  they  just 
fostering  segregation?  After  all,  we  have 


equal  opportunity  now.” 

Sasha  answers  patiently  —  once  more. 
“Blacks  are  usually  few  in  number  at 
other  colleges,”  she  says.  “They  have  to 
have  a  real  sense  of  self  in  order  to  excel. 
The  burden  can  be  pretty  heavy. 

“At  a  black  college  the  students  are 
nurtured  in  their  heritage,”  she  explains. 
“We  learn  who  we  are  and  where  we’ve 
been.  We  also  see  strong  role  models. 
Many  go  to  graduate  school  and  are 
urged  to  attend  a  large  university  —  then 
they  are  ready  to  get  into  the 
mainstream  and  achieve  on  their  own 
merit.” 

The  12  colleges  supported  by  the 
United  Methodist  Black  College  Fund 
have  had  strong  ties  with  the  church  for 
more  than  a  century.  Immediately 
following  the  Civil  War,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  organized  the 
Freedman’s  Aid  Society  to  help  meet  the 
educational  needs  of  former  slaves.  In 
1866  alone,  the  society  opened  59 
elementary  and  secondary  schools 
throughout  the  South  for  blacks.  Sixty- 
nine  schools  were  ultimately  founded  by 
the  society.  Many  no  longer  exist;  but 
others  have  grown  into  the  12  vital 
institutions  that  are  the  United  Methodist 
black  colleges. 

They  are  Rust  College  in  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.,  founded  in  1866;  and  Claflin  in 
Orangeburg,  S.C.,  Clark  in  Atlanta  and 
Dillard  in  New  Orleans,  all  founded  in 


1869.  Then  came  Bethune-Cookman  in 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  in  1872;  Bennett  in 
Greensboro,  N.C.,  and  Wiley  in  Marshall, 
Texas  in  1873.  Meharry  Medical  College 
in  Nashville  and  Huston-Tillotson  in 
Austin,  Texas,  were  founded  in  1876. 
Philander  Smith  in  Little  Rock  opened  in 
1877,  Morristown  College  in  Tennessee  in 
1881,  and  Paine  College  in  1882. 

About  12,000  students  are  enrolled  in 
the  12  colleges.  Those  schools  have 
produced  five  of  the  seven  black  bishops 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  90 


percent  of  the  black  district 
superintendents,  95  percent  of  the  black 
pastors. 

No  funds  go  to  students 

Sasha  explained  that  the  Black  College 
Fund  does  not  provide  direct  aid  to 
students  but  rather  is  used  for  operating 
expenses  of  the  schools. 

“At  Paine,  for  example,  we’re  trying  to 
build  a  new  library,”  she  said.  “The 
Black  College  Fund  is  an  apportioned 
amount,  which  helps  the  colleges  plan  for 
the  future  —  build  a  library  or  purchase 
lab  equipment  —  because  they’re  able  to 


count  on  income  from  the  fund.” 

Musing  on  her  summer,  Sasha 
remarked,  “I’m  a  walking  brochure.  And 
I  think  I’ve  made  a  difference.  I  think 
I’ve  reached  a  lot  of  people  that  wouldn’t 
have  otherwise  given  the  Black  College 
Fund  a  second  thought.” 

Sasha  was  this  summer’s 
“ambassador”  in  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction.  Others  on  tour  this  summer 
were  Raffael  Crockett  of  Rust  College, 
Western  Jurisdiction;  Arnold  Brown  of 
Dillard  University,  North  Central 


Jurisdiction;  Januessa  Holmes  of 
Bethune  Cookman  College,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  and  Arlene  Brown  of  Claflin 
College,  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

The  “ambassadors”  were  chosen  from 
30  applicants.  Each  received  a  $1,500 
scholarship  plus  a  weekly  allowance. 
Travel  and  housing  were  paid  by  the 
Black  College  Fund  office  and  the 
conferences  in  which  the  students  spoke. 

More  information  on  the  Black  College 
Fund  is  available  from  Lina  McCord, 
BCF  Coordinator,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Box  871, 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 


1 At  a  black  college  the  students  are 
nurtured  in  their  heritage.  We  learn  who 
we  are  and  where  we’ve  been.’ 


Changes  recommended  for  General  Conference 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  -  If  the  1984  General 
Conference  here  adopts  some  changes 
proposed  by  its  own  committee  on 
organization  and  rules,  it  should  be: 

•  Easier  for  someone  to  keep  track  of  a 
favorite  proposal  for  improving  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  as  it  wends  its  way, 
in  proper  petition  form,  through  a  multi¬ 
tiered  committee  process  —  or  as  it 
disappears,  never  to  be  seen  again  (see 
story  below). 

•  Harder  for  large  lobbying  groups  and 
staff  members  of  UM  general  agencies  to 
influence  directly  the  work  of  the 
committees. 

•  More  likely  that  specific  officials  will 
come  to  the  May  1-11  conference  here 
prepared  to  handle  matters 
appropriately. 

The  Committee  on  Plan  of 
Organization  and  Rules  of  Order  for 
General  Conference  recently  completed 
drafting  changes  it  will  recommend  to 
the  delegates.  Those  proposals  will  be 
voted  on  early  in  the  event.  Such 
recommendations  generally  are 
approved,  says  the  Rev.  David  Andrews, 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

If  you  or  a  group  of  which  you  are  a 
part  sends  a  petition  for  General 
Conference  to  consider,  there  are  many 
opportunities  for  it  to  “disappear  from 
view,”  explains  the  Rev.  David  Andrews, 
secretary  of  the  committee  that  plans  for 
the  organization  of  the  every-four-year 
event. 

That  is  understandable,  he  says, 
because  the  only  way  for  the  General 
Conference  to  handle  20,000  petitions  ( the 
approximate  number  at  the  1980  General 
Conference)  is  to  weed  out  hundreds  of 
petitions  in  small  reading  groups,  he 
says. 

But  there  are  ways  that  you,  the 
petition  sender,  can  try  to  rescue  your 
petition  from  oblivion  and  get  it 
introduced  again  in  larger  groups,  he 
says. 


secretary  of  the  committee  and  director 
of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference 
council  on  ministries. 

Limiting  the  advocates 

Each  of  the  nearly  1,000  delegates  will 
be  assigned  to  a  specific  legislative 
committee. 

In  1980,  several  complaints  arose  that 
non-delegates  —  particularly  staff 
members  of  general  agencies  —  were 
mingling  with  delegates  during 
committee  sessions  and  that  these 
“petition  advocates”  were  allowed  to 
address  the  committees  and  sub¬ 
committees  as  if  they  were  delegates. 

Mr.  Andrews  says  the  organization 
committee  plans  for  training  for  certain 
delegates  so  that  as  they  sit  in  sessions  of 
their  own  legislative  committees  they 
can  be  particularly  vigilant  in  keeping 
non-members  from  moving  into 
members-only  areas  when  the 
committees  are  in  session. 

Not  even  delegates  from  other 
committees  should  be  allowed  in  the 
meeting  area,  he  says. 

In  addition,  committee  chairpersons 


You  may  attend  the  General 
Conference  as  a  visitor,  for  example,  and 
seek  support  for  a  particular  suggestion. 
Or  you  may  ask  some  other  person  going 
as  a  visitor  to  do  that  for  you.  Any  United 
Methodist  may  attend  General 
Conference  just  as  any  member  may 
send  a  petition  (see  Reporter,  Aug.  5,  on 
proper  way  to  do  that ) . 

If  a  petition  gets  weeded  out  early  so 
that  it  is  not  even  introduced  to  a  sub¬ 
committee,  a  visitor  can  try  to  find  a 
delegate  on  that  sub-committee  who  is 
willing  to  bring  up  that  petition,  Mr. 
Andrews  explains. 

Or  you  may  want  to  find  out  if  one  of 
the  advocacy  groups  at  General 
Conference  would  be  interested  in 
promoting  your  petition  as  one  of  its  own. 

Staff  members  of  general  conference 
are  the  largest  grouping  of  such 


are  going  to  be  pressed  to  prohibit  non¬ 
delegates  —  particularly  agency  staff 
members  —  from  speaking  unless  the 
committee  has  given  consent,  Mr. 
Andrews  says. 

Some  persons  and  groups  had 
suggested  that  delegates  who  also  are 
agency  staff  persons  should  be 
prohibited  from  serving  on  the 
committee  that  deals  with  their  agency 
because  that  could  present  conflicts  of 
interest. 

But  attorneys  told  the  organization 
committee  that  such  a  prohibition 
against  staff  person-delegates  choosing 
their  own  committees  would  be 
discriminatory  if  other  delegates  were 
allowed  free  choices,  Mr.  Andrews  says. 

One  proposal  that  affects  the  power  of 
many  lobbying  groups  has  to  do  with  the 
submission  of  petitions. 

In  the  past,  unofficial  caucuses  of  the 
denomination  —  such  as  the  Good  News 
“evangelical”  group  and  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  —  have  been 
allowed  to  submit  petitions. 

However,  Mr.  Andrews  says  the 
organization  committee  has  determined 
that  the  UMC’s  Book  of  Discipline 


advocates,  Mr.  Andrews  says.  But  there 
are  also  many  special  interest  groups 
representing  “evangelicals,”  social 
activists,  “gay”  rights  advocates,  a 
number  of  ethnic  constituencies,  persons 
concerned  about  women’s  issues  and 
others. 

Another  route  you  may  take  is  to  find  a 
delegate  during  the  month  preceding 
General  Conference  who  will  agree  to  try 
to  keep  track  of  your  petition  and 
perhaps  champion  it,  Mr.  Andrews  notes. 

Most  of  the  1,000  delegates  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  already  have  chosen 
their  legislative  committee  assignments, 
so  it  is  possible  even  this  early  to  find 
persons  who  will  serve  on  the  legislative 
committee  where  your  petition  likely  will 
be  referred. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


prohibits  the  acceptance  of  petitions 
from  any  group  other  than  official  parts 
of  the  UMC  —  such  as  commissions  and 
boards  of  a  local  church,  a  district  or  a 
conference,  general  agencies  and  official 
caucuses  such  as  those  representing 
ethnic  constituencies  mentioned  in  the 
Discipline. 

Better  preparation  sought 

To  try  to  assure  fair  treatment  for  each 
petition  and  better  results  for  the 
denomination,  Mr.  Andrews  says  his 
committee  is  seeking  changes  that  will 
enable  specified  delegates  to  put  more 
thought  into  the  criteria  for  handling 
petitions. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  appoints  some 
members  and  nominates  others  to  serve 
on  standing  committees  of  the  General 
Conference.  The  bishops  ordinarily  do 
that  at  their  spring  meeting  just  prior  to 
the  conference. 

Mr.  Andrews  says  the  organization 
committee  is  asking  the  bishops  to  do 
that  at  their  regular  meeting  this  fall  so 
the  persons  nominated  or  appointed  can 
arrive  at  General  Conference  better 
prepared,  thereby  “reducing  the  crank- 
up  time.” 

“We  hope  the  petitions  will  be  assigned 
to  committees  with  much  more  thought,” 
Mr.  Andrews  says. 

When  petitions  are  sent  to  the  Rev. 
Newell  Knudson  in  San  Jose,  Calif.,  he 
(as  petitions  secretary)  assigns  a  serial 
number  to  them.  He  also  tentatively 
assigns  them  to  a  legislative  committee. 

Mr.  Knudson  lumps  together  all 
petitions  which  propose  the  same  thing 
with  only  minor  variances  in  wording. 
They  all  get  the  same  number,  he  says. 

For  the  1980  General  Conference,  Mr. 
Knudson  lumped  the  more  than  20.000 
petitions  into  a  little  more  than  5,000 
separate  proposals.  Those  were  divided 
among  10  legislative  committees.  Most  of 
those  committees  divided  their  petitions 
among  several  subcommittees,  and  most 
of  the  subcommittees  had  to  divide  their 
petitions  tinto  several  reading  groups, 
Mr.  Andrews  says. 

It  is  in  the  process  of  reducing  the 
number  of  petitions  as  they  move  up 
through  the  committee  that  “petition 
advocates”  do  their  work,  Mr.  Andrews 
said. 


Thousands  offered;  feiv  survive 

Hints  given  on  petitions  process 


the  church  today 


Armstrong  blames  military 
for  delaying  ‘better  life’ 


SCLC  encourages  minister 
to  seek  U.S.  presidency 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Delegates  to 
the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  here  adopted  a  resolution 
calling  on  their  president,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Lowery,  to  run  for  the  1984 
Democratic  presidential  nomination. 

In  addition  to  presiding  over  the 
organization  once  headed  by  the  late 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Mr. 
Lowery  is  pastor  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Lowery,  who  is  reportedly  cool  to 
the  idea  of  a  Presidential  candidacy  by 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  said,  ‘‘I  was 
surprised  by  it  (the  resolution)  and  I 
have  not  given  any  thought  to  it.” 

Inspirational  radio  scripts 
available  from  UMCom 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  An 
inspirational  radio  script  service 
produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  will  mark  its  20th  year 
in  October  with  new  scripts  that  use  a 
combination  of  material  suggested  by 
subscribers. 

The  WORD  —  AND  MUSIC,  which  has 
served  more  than  1,000  broadcasters 
worldwide  since  1963,  offers  52  thirty  - 
minute  scripts  and  a  record  album 
library  to  broadcasters  for  a  minimal 
fee.  Christian  in  orientation,  the 
broadcast  format  is  designed  for 
ecumenical  audiences,  using  short 
meditations  and  inspirational  music. 


For  more  information  write  or 
telephone  the  WORD  -  AND  MUSIC, 
United  Methodist  Communications,  810 
12th  Ave.,  South,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203, 
615-256-0530 

World  Methodist  Conference 
set  for  1986  in  Nairobi 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  (UMR)  -  The 
next  World  Methodist  Conference  will  be 
held  in  July  1986  in  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
according  to  an  announcement  here  by 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

WMC  General  Secretary  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale  said  precise  dates  are  not  known 
but  will  probably  be  the  last  8-10  days  of 
the  month.  The  most  recent  similar 
meeting  was  in  July  1981  in  Hawaii. 


Asian  American  caucus  seeks 
to  strengthen  ministry 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  National 
Federation  of  Asian  American  United 
Methodists  has  organized  a  central 
committee  of  stewardship  education  and 
commitment  project.  This  team  is 
charged  with  raising  $5  million  as 
endowment  to  develop  and  strengthen 
Asian  American  ministries. 

Regional  and  ethnic  representatives 
are  asked  by  the  central  committee  to 
organize  and  lead  their  teams  and  to 
keep  in  close  touch  with  Asian  American 
local  church  leadership  for  stewardship 
education  and  commitment  on  the  local 
church  level. 


WASHINGTON  —  Increasing  military 
expenditures  worldwide  continue  to  push 
back  the  dream  of  better  lives  for  all 
people,  the  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  said  here  Aug.  27. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  from  Indiana  was  addressing 
the  thousands  who  massed  at  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  during  today’s  march  for  jobs, 
peace  and  freedom  —  a  march  marking 
the  20th  anniversary  of  the  historic  1963 
March  on  Washington. 

“The  ‘suction  tube'  of  militarization 
continues  to  draw  essential  resources 
away  from  our  struggles  against  poverty 
and  unemployment,”  he  said.  Referring 
to  the  high  percentage  of  scientists  now 
working  on  military-related  research,  he 
said,  “The  finest  mind  of  humankind  is 
harnessed  to  the  engines  of  war.  What 
sinful  waste!” 

In  his  prepared  speech.  Bishop 
Armstrong  reminded  his  listeners  of 
the  prophetic  words  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  who  the  bishop  recalled 
predicted  in  a  1967  sermon,  “America 
would  never  invest  the  necessary  funds 
or  energies  in  rehabilitation  of  its  poor  so 
long  as  adventures  like  Vietnam 
continued  to  draw  men  and  skills  and 
money  like  some  demonical,  destructive 
suction  tube.” 

Said  Bishop  Armstrong,  “  ‘Adventures 
like  Vietnam’  are  with  us  yet.  Lebanon, 
Nicaragua,  Honduras,  Afghanistan, 
Chad,  Namibia,  El  Salvador  —  the  Soviet 
Union  is  feeding  the  furnaces  of  13  wars 


around  the  world  and  we  are  fueling  20 
wars.” 

“King  could  cry,  'This  madness  must 
cease,’  but  the  madness  goes  on  and  on 
and  on,”  Bishop  Armstrong  said.  “We 
will  be  spending  more  on  arms  in  five 
years  than  every  nation  in  the  world 
spent  five  years  ago.  We  talk  about 
‘parity,’  we  talk  about  ‘catching  up,’ 
when  both  superpowers  are  like  little 
children  playing  with  matches  in  a  sea  of 
gasoline.  The  end  result?  Nuclear 
holocaust.  Grass  and  weeds.  Bugs.  Waste 
and  nothingness.” 

He  challenged  his  listeners  to 
remember  God’s  dream  of  “Swords  into 
plowshares.  Spears  into  pruning  hooks." 
He  said,  “Seize  that  dream  and  make  it 
your  own.” 


Young  gets  post 

LAKE  JUNA¬ 
LUSKA,  N.C.  - 
Ralph  C.  Young 
has  been  named 
secretary,  Geneva 
Office,  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council, 
according  to  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the 
council's  General 
Secretary.  Mr. 

Young  will  begin 
his  duties  Oct.  1.  Ralph  Young 


The  General  Conference  petitions  secretary,  the  Rev.  Newell  P.  Knudson, 
works  with  staff  sorting  thousands  of  petitions  from  a  previous  conference. 


Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action 

Caucus  has  4  priorities 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  major 
social  action  caucus  within  United 
Methodism  has  set  four  priorities  to  be 
pressed  at  the  1984  General  Conference 
and  plans  a  two-pronged  educational 
effort  among  conference  delegates. 

The  Rev.  Jean  Carmer-Heuerman  of 
Peoria,  Ill.,  said  the  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action  at  its  recent  national 
assembly  in  Los  Angeles  appointed  a 
General  Conference  Strategy  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  she  will  chair. 

The  four  priorities,  Ms.  Cramer- 
Heuerman  said,  are  a  shared  salary 
support  option  to  be  written  into  the 
“Book  of  Discipline”;  a  clear  statement 
on  ethical  practices  in  economics  for 
church  agencies;  support  for  justice 
movements  in  the  United  States,  Central 
America  and  South  Africa;  and  resis¬ 
tance  to  homophobia  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

In  addition  to  seeking  the  removal  of 


pejorative  language  about  homosexuals 
from  the  “Social  Principles”  statement 
in  the  Discipline,  Ms.  Cramer-Heuerman 
said  MFSA  would  encourage  United 
Methodist  churches  to  minister  to 
persons  of  all  orientations  and  to  resist 
restrictions  on  their  ministry. 

The  national  assembly  set  a  goal  of 
$13,000  in  special  funds  to  be  raised  for 
pre-General  Conference  educational 
work.  She  said  a  mailing  to  delegates  is 
being  discussed.  In  addition,  materials 
will  be  prepared  for  those  interested  in 
joining  the  MFSA  advocacy  effort. 
Executive  Secretary  George  McClain 
announced  that  50  MFSA  members  —  33 
clergy  and  17  laity  —  have  been  elected 
General  Conference  delegates,  four 
times  as  many  as  in  1980. 

Ms.  Cramer-Heuerman  predicted, 
“We  will  see  a  large  constituency 
sharing  our  concerns  at  General 
Conference.” 


S  CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

METHODIST  ROOTS  PILGRIMAGES,  1984  Observe 
200lh  Anniversary  American  Methodism  by  visiting 
major  points  in  life  and  ministry  of  Wesleys,  under 
leadership  of  Wesley  scholars.  Academic  credit 
available.  Included:  Wesley  Chapel  and  Museum  - 

SMALL  CHURCH  CHOIR  DIRECTORS  Send  for 
an  introductory  copy  of  Choir  Notes,  a  national 
communications  network  for  small  church  choir 
directors  and  pastors.  Share  what  you  are  doing,  and 
learn  what  others  are  finding  helpful.  Send  to  Choir 
Notes.  Box  518,  Apple  Creek.  OH  44606. 

London.  Cambridge,  Lincoln,  Epworth,  Coventry. 
Bristol.  Oxford.  Professional  tour  guides,  air- 
conditioned  buses,  first  class  hotels.  English 
breakfast  and  most  dinners.  Multiple  departures 
Attractive  rates,  specials  for  groups  Inquire  about 
earning  expense-paid  trips.  Free  brochures.  Phone 
toll  free  nationwide  1/800/251-2141.  Tennessee  only: 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
youth  ministry:  Immediate  opening  with  good 
salary  and  benefits  for  a  trained  person.  Resume  to 
Kenneth  Tobler.  St.  Paul's  UMC,  Box  3337.  Shawnee. 
OK  74801 

(615  )  385-2000  Group  Department  Collect.  Dr. 
Richard  N.  Bender;  Ambassador  Travel,  4525 
Harding  Road,  Nashville,  TN  37205.  j 

EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  BUSINESS  Admin¬ 
istrator  (lay  person)  for  4,200  member  church. 
Send  resume  indicating  background,  experience, 
references,  and  photograph  to  First  UMC,  313  North 
Center  St.,  Arlington.  TX  7601 1 . 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Executive  director  of 
United  Methodist  children's  home.  Greeneville.  TN 
Manage  multi-purpose  agency  (Residential,  group 
homes,  foster,  homes,  adoption.  200  children,  $1.7 
million  budget!  Ten  years  experience  required 
Principally  business  management  background 
required,  also  human  services  Must  be  active 
Christian  church  member.  Good  benefits,  salary 
negotiable.  Send  inquiries  to  P.O.  Box  188, 
Greeneville.  TN  37743. 

ORGANIST  WANTED:  Immediate  opening  for 
qualified  person  to  serve  growing,  vibrant  church 
part-time  Send  resume  to  minister  of  music.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  131  N.W.  4th,  Oklahoma 
City,  OK  73102. 

MANAGER  WANTED  FOR  WOMEN  S  REST- 
DENCE.  Requires  experience  and  education  in 
hospitality/institutional  management.  Salary  $17,160 
yr.  +  apt.,  meals,  &  benefits.  Request  application, 
Man  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  St..  San  Francisco, 
CA.  94109 

•‘THE  NEW  MEXICO  CONFERENCE  METHODIST 
Foundation,  Inc.  is  seeking  a  full  time  executive 
director.  Qualifications  for  the  position  include  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  institutions  and  agencies 
of  the  church,  and  the  ability  to  address  groups  both 
large  and  small.  Experience  in  the  areas  of  deferred 
giving  and  foundation  administration  is  helpful  but 
not  required .”  Interested  persons  should  forward  a 
resume  to:  New  Mexico  Conference  Methodist 
Foundation.  Inc..  Search  Committee.  209  San  Pedro 
NE.  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico  87109 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  Departs  Houston  December  2J 
December  31,  1983.  Call  or  write  Lynn  and  Louise 
Maxwell.  2206  Coble  Creek.  Houston,  TX  77073. 
(713)443-2127 

FOR  SALE  50  Maroon  choir  robes  with  white  surplice 
assorted  sizes  S15/robe  -  contact  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  201  Monroe.  Jefferson  City.  Mu 
65101.  Phone  (314  )  635-6886. 

WOULD  VOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest  ■ 
Write  UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  New 
York.  NY  10115. 

SERMONS  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  YEAR.  by- 
Darrel  Berg.  $8  per  year  Check  to:  United  Methodist 
Church.  704  Box  Butte.  Alliance,  NE  .  69301 

COLOR  SEASON  in  the  Smokies  Incomparable 

view  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week. 
$400  four  weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138. 
Waynesville.NC  28786  (  704  )  627-6067.  1 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Belle  Meade  UMC.  Nashville.  TN  37205.  Send 
resume  to  Rev.  Kenneth  Fansler.  Call  (615)  352-6210. 

seasonal  and  special  services:  Designs  for  Worship. 
Inc  .  2860  Walnut  Hill  Lane.  Sule  100  A.  Dallas.  TX 
75229. ( 214 •  352-61 14/6124 

METHODIST  PIE.  humorous  campmvelulg,  sting, 
F'or  copy  of  music,  send  $2.00  to  Pal  Timberluke.  372 
Dominion  Circle.  Knoxville.  TN  37922 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelical 
magazine  for  United  Methodists  Inspiring  features 
Moving  editorials.  Scnpturally  sound.  Send  $7  for  one- 
year  (six  issues)  to  Good  News,  Wilmore,  KY  40390 

QUALITY  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC-ORGANIST 
sought  for  new  staff  in  Florida  University  City  of 
Gainesville  Must  be  experienced  in  both  directing- 
and  organ.  Three  manual.  35  rank  Moeller  organ 
Full-time  position,  with  fully  graded  choirs,  handbell 
groups,  and  brass  ensemble  Must  be  attractive  (ouil 
ages  Interested  in  quality  music  program 
Experienced  only  apply  by  resume  and  references 
Growing  membership  of  1.675.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  4 19  N  E  First  St  .  Gainesv  die.  FI . 
32601  Attention:  Minister  and  Staff  Parish 
Committee. 

INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY  Insured  li> 

F'  D  1  C  Return  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent  above  the 
prevailing  market.  Liquidity:  yearly.  Minimum  per 
person  $10,000  Maximum  per  person  Sloo.Ooo 
Maximum  Length  may  be  renewed  annually  for  ten 
years  Contact  Mr  Smith  Thomasson.  Westview 
National  Bank.  Box  7554,  Waco,  TX  76714  or  Rev 
Richard  M.  F'reeman,  Box  77:16.  Waco.  TX  76714-7736 
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Twenty-five  workers  from  Louisiana  helped  build  the  church  at  Helene  (above),  on 
the  island  of  Roatan  in  the  Bay  Islands  of  the  Republic  of  Honduras. 


Lakeview  UM,  Minden,  To  Sponsor 
Costa  Rican  Workcamp  In  December 


Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church, 
under  the  leadership  of  pastor  August 
Aamodt,  will  sponsor  a  Workcamp  at  Bri 
Bri,  Costa  Rica  on  the  Sixola  River  and  in 
isolated  Talamanca  Indian  Villages, 
deep  in  the  jungle.  The  dates  are  Decem¬ 
ber  26  through  January  7, 1984. 

Projects  scheduled  are:  (1)A  concrete 
block  medical-dental  clinic  building  or  a 
support  building  in  Bri  Bri  to  house 
volunteer  doctors,  dentists  and  nurses; 
(2)  A  daily  medical-dental  clinic  for 
citizens  of  Bri  Bri  and  surrounding 
areas;  (3)  Daily  back  packing  safaries 
deep  into  the  jungle  to  set  up  one-day 
medical-dental  clinics  in  remote 


Talamanca  Indian  Villages.  The  cost  to 
participants  is  $850.00  from  Louisiana. 
Persons  from  other  states  would  have 
additional  air  fare. 

Last  year’s  workcamp  was  held  on  the 
island  of  Roatan  in  the  Bay  Islands  of  the 
Republic  of  Honduras.  A  church  was 
built,  and  a  vacation  church  school,  and 
medical  and  dental  clinics  were  held.  Dr. 
Robert  Kemmerly,  of  Minden,  was  on 
his  fourth  workcamp. 

Rev.  Aamodt  was  invited  to  return  to 
dedicate  the  Helene  Church  and  one  on 
Camp  Bay,  built  in  1981.  Lakeview 
United  Methodist  Church  was  the  spon¬ 
soring  agency  for  both  churches. 


Hamm  Named  One  of  the  Outstanding 


Young  Men  of  America  for  1983 


Chipper  Jasper  Hamm,  of  Lafayette,  * 
was  nominated  by  Dale  Ann  Bacon  and 
then  selected  to  be  included  in  the  1983 
Outstanding  Young  Men  of  America,  an 
annual  publication. 

An  active  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette,  Chipper 
is  the  past-president  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club  and  the  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Youth  Sub-District.  In 
addition  to  serving  in  a  number  of  other 
church  capacities,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Greater  Lafayette  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  a  board  member  of  the 
American  Cancer  Society. 


First  UM,  Minden,  Reorganizes 


United  Methodist  Men 


Jack  Dew.  Conference  President  of  United  Methodist  Men.  is  pictured  above 
addressing  a  group  of  fifty  men  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Minden  who 
met  in  August  for  reorganization  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  in  that  church.  John 
McKenzie  presided  as  Dew  and  Richard  Morrow,  both  of  West  Monroe,  spoke  to  the 
men  assembled  in  the  Activities  Building.  The  next  meeting  to  complete  the  organiza¬ 
tion  will  be  September  17.  James  Poole  is  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Minden. 

‘Interpreter’  Features  Series 
On  General  Conference  Issues 


The  July-August  issue  of  The 
Interpreter  features  the  first  of  a  special 
series  of  articles  intended  to  clarify  1984 
General  Conference  issues. 

The  Interpreter  editors  —  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  United  Methodist  News 
Service  and  the  Editorial  Advisory 
Group,  staff  representatives  of  general 
agencies  who  work  closely  with  the 
magazine  —  identified  more  than  50 
issues,  grouping  them  under  seven 
headings  and  selecting  special  writers 
for  each. 

The  introductory  article  by  the  Rev. 
John  Bergland  —  “What  Is  A  United 
Methodist?”  —  was  written  on  the 
subject  “Meaning.”  Other  subjects  and 


authors  will  include  “Ministry”  by  the 
Rev.  Vernon  Bigler,  September  1983 
issue;  “Membership/Local  Church  in 
Mission/Missional  Priority”  by  the  Rev. 
G.  Ross  Freeman,  October  1983  issue; 
“World  Parish”  by  Betty  Thompson, 
November-December,  1983  issue; 
“Management”  by  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Duecker,  January  1984  issue;  “Critical 
Social  Issues"  by  the  Rev.  Cornish 
Rogers,  February  1984  issue;  and 
“Money”  by  Martha  Man.  March-April 
1984  issue. 

The  Interpreter  is  published  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  with 
editorial  offices  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 


Persons ,  Churches  &,  Events 

Beasley  Scholarship  Sunday  will  be  observed  September  18th  during  the  1 1 : 00 
a.m.  worship  service  at  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport  Mrs. 
Mary  Coffman  will  be  the  1984  recipient  of  the  award.  She  is  Lakeview’s  Youth 
and  Christian  Education  Director  and  a  Centenary  Student. 

Rev.  James  Beasley  was  pastor  al  Park  Ave  Methodist  Church  from  no¬ 
ises.  and  when  the  church  relocated  and  was  renamed  he  became  its  pastor 
until  1967.  The  Beasley  Scholarship  was  endowed  by  George  Schurman 
September  1, 1974. 

Young  adults  of  Trinity-MacArthur  United  methodist  Churches  of  Alexandria 
gathered  in  the  pastor’s  office  on  September  llth  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a 
new  Church  School  Class. 

Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District,  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  75th  Anniversary  of  St.  Mark  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria.  A  memorial  gift  will  be  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Rev.  whfram  T.  Bowie,  Sr.,  a  former  pastor  and  member  of  St.  Mark.  The 
service  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  September  18th  at  8:30  a.m.  The  pastor  of  St. 
Mark  is  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell. 


Mother  and  Two  Daughters  Attended 
School  of  Christian  Mission 


In  attendance  at  the  recent  School  of  Christian  Mission,  held  al  Centenary  College, 
was  a  mother-daughters  combination.  Pictured  above  are  Mrs.  June  Havard  (center) 
of  Zwolle,  and  her  two  daughters,  Junie  Jamison  (left)  of  El  Dorado,  Arkansas,  and 
Bonita  Dyess  (right)  of  Monroe. 


A  Message  From  Bishop  Shamblin 

TO:  Louisiana  United  Methodists 

FROM :  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 

SUBJECT:  Special  Offering  to  be  received  on  Sunday,  September  25, 1983 
DATE:  September  8, 1983 

Hurricane  Alicia,  which  recently  devastated  the  Texas  Gulf  Coast,  has  been 
described  by  the  New  York  Times  as  the  most  costly  hurricane  to  ever  hit  the 
mainland  of  the  United  States. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  Resident  Bishop  of  the  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
has  stated  that  damage  to  churches  and  parsonages  is  extensive,  and  there  are 
many  members  of  our  churches,  as  well  as  other  persons  in  these  communities, 
who  must  be  helped. 

The  Cabinet  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  of  our  Conference  have  approved  our  taking  an  offering  on 
Sunday,  September  25, 1983. 

All  offerings  should  be  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
designated  for  the  TEXAS  CONFERENCE  HURRICANE  FUND. 
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U.S.  church  leaders  express 
outrage  and  sorrow  over 
Soviets’  shooting  down 
Korean  airliner. 


Down  With  The  Old  — 

Up  With  The  New 

Volunteers  from  Blackwater  United  .Methodist  Church  dismantled  the  old  bath 
house  at  Camp  Istrouma  this  spring.  In  the  top  photo,  front  row  (left  to  right),  are 
Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon.  John  Forrest,  Henry  Mut.  and  Andy  Salinas;  On  the 
back  row  (left  to  right)  are  Rev.  Mon  Wilkes,  Fred  Roberts.  Teryl  Heverf,  Charles 
Watts,  George  Schwebel,  and  Harry  Mills. 

The  new  bath  house  at  Istrouma.  pictured  in  the  lower  photo  above,  was 
completed  this  summer.  It  is  constructed  to  allow  for  a  later  addition  of  a  first-aid 
room,  craft  area,  and  storage  room. 


Slidell  Youth  Hold  Workcamp  at  Dulac 

These  senior  high  vouch  from  Slidell  First  United  Methodist  spent  four  da  vs  in  July 
working  among  the  Houma  Indians  at  Dulac,  Louisiana.  Some  of  the  vouth  are  shown 
painting  a  house  for  an  Indian  woman,  who  later  gave  them  a  lesson  in  Palmetto 
weaving  and  cooked  them  a  supper  of  shrimp  and  spaghetti.  At  the  United  Methodist 
Community  Center  the  youth  built  hanging  racks  for  the  thrift  shop.  Alan  Clark  is  -he 
youth  director  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell.  Sale  Lilly  is  minister. 


Ruston  District  Evangelism 
Retreat  September  16-17 


Rev  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  of  Southside 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  will 
serve  as  the  resource  leader  for  the 
Ruston  District  Evangelism  Retreat  for 
the  Local  Church,  to  be  held  September 
16-17  at  the  Billy  Pomeroy  Caney  Con¬ 
ference  Centre 

Rev  Joyner  will  be  leading  three 
sessions  in  the  event:  I  —  “Evangelism 
in  the  Local  Church”;  II  —  "What  Can 
We  Do?  ;  and  III  -  “What  Will  We  Do?” 

Rev  Donald  Hall.  Ruston  District 
Superintendent,  will  lead  the  service  of 
Holy  Communion  on  Saturday  morning. 
The  cost  is  $10.00  for  the  event,  and  *2 
CEU  will  be  offered  for  participants, 
according  to  Rev  Joe  Solomon,  the 
registrar. 

Deaths 

Mrs.  Jewel  S.  Bond,  mother  of  Rev. 
Beverly  Bond  of  Springhill,  died  August 
28  in  Haynesville.  She  was  87  years  old 

Odette  Oliveira  Barbieri,  wife  of 
retired  Bishop  Sante  Uberto  Barbieri  of 
Argentina,  died  July  24  at  the  age  of  84, 


Rev.  Lea  Joyner 
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Columnist  should  disclaim  ‘cheap 
shot’  tying  WCC  to  plane  tragedy 


put 


Columnist  George  Will  is  generally 
considered  an  astute  observer  of  current 
events.  His  analyses  of  U.S.  domestic 
and  foreign  policy  help  to  influence  large 
numbers  of  persons  who  read  his 
syndicated  columns.  Although  he  calls 
himself  a  “conservative”  in  the  classical 
sense,  i.e.  one  who  “conserves”  tradi¬ 
tional  ideals  and  values,  Mr.  Will’s  views 
are  widely  respected  across  the  political 
spectrum. 

In  light  of  Mr.  Will’s  stature  as  an 
“opinion  molder,”  his  recent  pejorative 
comment  regarding  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  Sept.  12  issue  of 
Newsweek  magazine  cannot  properly  be 
ignored  by  responsible  Christians. 

Referring  to  the  Soviet  Union’s  shooting 

Petition  rumor: 
it  to  rest 

The  Federal  Communications  Com- 
mision  dismissed  petition  RM  2493  eight 
years  ago  —  in  1975.  The  petition,  if  adop¬ 
ted,  would  have  restricted  the  initiation 
of  new  religious  programs  on  television. 
But  it  was  not  adopted!  And  atheist 
Madalyn  Murray  O' Hair  never  had 
anything  to  do  with  this  proposal. 

Despite  these  indisputable  facts,  the 
rumor  persists  that  RM  2493  is  part  of  a 
plot  by  Ms.  O’Hair  to  remove  all 
religious  programs  from  the  airwaves. 
As  a  result,  thousands  of  persons  con¬ 
tinue  to  flood  the  FCC  with  letters 
requesting  the  denial  of  an  already  long- 
dead  petition. 

We  regret  the  seemingly  never-ending 
need  to  scotch  rumors  about  petition  RM 
2493.  Its  persistence  suggests  that  a  cruel 
hoax  is  being  played  on  many  well- 
meaning  persons,  and  especially  on 
members  of  religious  organizations.  It 
led  the  “News  for  Religious  Broad¬ 
casters”  to  speculate  last  year  that  the 
large  number  of  preaddressed  letters 
received  by  the  FCC  might  be  the  result 
of  opponents  of  religion  “trying  to -make 
religious  people  look  ridiculous.” 

Even  if  no  such  deliberate  plot  exists, 
the  perpetuation  of  rumors -concerning 
RM  2493  should  not  be  a  matter  of  in¬ 
difference  to  Christians.  The  rumors 
have  produced  an  astounding  waste  of 
energy  and  money.  They  make 
Christians  look  foolishly  gullible  and  un¬ 
dermine  our  credibility  as  people  of 
faith.  With  so  many  legitimate  issues 
crying  out  for  attention,  it  is  regrettable 
that  any  of  us  should  expend  our  efforts 
fighting  a  non-existent  threat. 

We  believe  that  Christians  should  make 
a  concerted  effort  —  from  our  pulpits,  in 
our  church  school  classes,  through  news¬ 
letters  and  word  of  mouth  —  to  put  to  rest 
the  rumor  that  the  FCC  is  considering  a 
petition  to  restrict  religious  broadcasting. 
No  such  threat  exists.  Spreading  —  or 
even  tolerating  —  the  rumor  that  it  does  is 
a  mockery  of  the  truth,  and  is  at  odds  with 
our  calling  as  Christians. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  450  member- 
families  of  the  Canterbury  UMC  in 
Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Conference),  600 
member-families  of  the  Trinity  UMC  in 
Kansas  City.  Missouri  (Missouri  West 
Conference),  and  500  member-families  of 
the  Holiday  Park  UMC  in  Pittsburgh. 
Pennsylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Conference). 

To  our  new  readers  in  Houston.  Kansas 
City  and  Pittsburgh,  we  say  “Welcome.” 
We  hope  you  will  find  your  new  church 
paper  interesting  and  informative,  and 
that  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such  col¬ 
umns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
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down  of  an  unarmed  commercial  airliner 
over  the  Sea  of  Japan,  Mr.  Will  cynically 
stated,  “The  World  Council  of  Churches 
has  not  yet  had  time  to  condemn  Korean 
Air  Lines  for  aggressively  bumping  into 
Soviet  air-to-air  missiles  ...”  As  if  such 
caustic  innuendo  were  not  enough,  Mr. 
Will  then  implied  that  even  if  the  WCC 
were  to  respond  to  the  disaster,  it  would 
not  be  to  denounce  the  Soviets  for  their 
harbaric  actions. 

Mr.  Will’s  gratuitous  reference  to  the 
WCC  in  no  way  added  to  his  otherwise 
valid  point  about  the  unmitigated 
atrocity  committed  by  the  Soviet  Union. 
Instead,  it  appears  to  be  little  more  than 
a  callous  swipe  at  a  Christian 
organization  which  Mr.  Will  apparently 
holds  in  complete  contempt.  In  fact,  this 
remark  actually  creates  a  regrettable 
distraction  from  the  urgent  question  of 
how  the  world  community  should  respond 
to  the  brutality  of  the  Soviet  action. 

Coming  on  the  heels  of  much  criticism 
of  the  WCC’s  “imbalanced”  resolutions  on 
foreign  policy  matters,  Mr.  Will’s 
remark  undoubtedly  will  reinforce  the 
view  of  many  that  the  WCC  is  controlled 
by  Soviet  interests.  It  does  so,  however, 
not  by  reason  or  a  logical  use  of  evidence, 
but  by  rhetorical  sleight-of-hand  which 
falsely  links  the  WCC  with  the  deplorable 
rationalizations  used  by  the  Soviet 
leaders  to  deny  their  obvious  guilt. 

Such  a  “cheap  shot”  is  not  worthy  of 
one  whose  "conservatism”  surely 
includes  a  respect  for  the  truth. 

One  does  not  have  to  be  an  uncritical  de¬ 
fender  of  the  WCC  to  recognize  the  unfair¬ 
ness  of  Mr.  Will’s  statement,  including  the 
negative  effect  it  is  likely  to  have  on  the 
WCC’s  already  sagging  image.  While  it  is 
not  likely  to  sway  those  who  recognize 
much  validity  in  the  WCC’s  work,  it  will 
only  feed  the  disaffection  of  many  church 
members  who  see  nothing  good  in  the  WCC. 
This  is  all  the  more  unfortunate  when  one 
considers  the  apparent  gains  in  respect  the 
WCC  made  at  its  recent  Sixth  Assembly  in 
gaining  the  recognition  by  a  group  of  its 
“evangelical”  critics  of  an  “over-arching 
spiritual  and  biblical  orientation”  in  the 
WCC’s  work  (see  Reporter,  Aug.  19). 

We  believe  Mr.  Will  and  Newsweek 
should  disclaim  and  apologize  for  the 
remarks  in  question  regarding  the  WCC. 
We  also  believe  officials  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  should  issue  a 
statement  on  behalf  of  Christians  around 
the  world  deploring  the  Soviet  Union’s 
destruction  of  an  unarmed  civilian  plane. 
And  we  believe  that  Christians  every¬ 
where  —  as  representatives  of  God’s  desire 
for  love,  truth  and  justice  among  peoples 
—  should  join  with  the  governments  of  the 
world  in  calling  on  the  Soviet  Union  to  stop 
trying  to  defend  the  undefendable,  and  to 
admit  and  seek  to  atone  for  its  guilt  in  this 
tragic  incident. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


I'M  6-LAP  I'M 
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IN  PACT,  I'VE 
OOT  MOKE 
HUMILITY 
THAN  ANY¬ 
ONE  I 
KNOW 


1  WOHPEB.  IF 
rT'5TWSiaf  TO 
HME  A  4/NFUL 
AMOUNT  OF 
HUMILITY? 


My  Witness 

Preserving  the  world  is 
first  task  for  all  Christians 


By  ALVENABIER1 
The  task  of  making  a  safe  and  peaceful 
world  is  so  enormous  that  many  turn 
away  in  fear  and  frustration. 

We’re  so  adaptable  that  we  have 
learned  to  live  with  the  threat  of  total 
destruction.  One  international  crisis 
after  another  has  dulled  our  senses  and 
even  our  fears  because  it  is  hard  to 
sustain  day  after  day,  year  after  year, 
the  crushing  paralysis  that  a  real  un- 


Here  I  Stand 

Lay  persons  have  right  to  expect 
Bible-based,  dynamic  preaching 


By  EDWIN  M.  MESSICK 

That  the  pew  should  look  and  listen  to 
the  pulpit  with  an  appraising  eye  and  an 
evaluating  ear  is  only  proper.  What 
minister  would  desire  an  audience  so 
docile  and  wooden  as  to  accept  stolidly 
all  that  might  be  preached  without 
critical  analysis? 

It  is  Sunday  morning  and  we  sit  in  the 
sanctuary  quietly  and  restfully.  The  set¬ 
ting  is  of  minor  importance.  Whether 
severe  in  simplicity  or  cathedral-like,  no 
beautiful  or  worshipful  atmosphere  can, 
of  itself,  supply  our  spiritual  needs. 

Who  is  sitting  in  the  pews?  Men  and 
women,  a  cross  section  of  the  complex 
and  cosmopolitan  world  of  which  we  are 
a  part.  Some  are  in  financial  straits; 
others  more  fortunate.  Some  have  social 
and  educational  advantages  ,  others  lack 
both.  Here  may  be  people  with  skin  of 
varying  color.  None  of  these  differences 
is  of  eternal  import,  for  only  two  kinds  of 
people  occupy  the  pews  this  morning: 
those  who  have  a  saving  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ,  and  those  who  do  not. 

But  can  our  complicated  lives  be  so 
easily  catalogued?  Do  not  men  and 
women  have  multiplied  problems?  Do 
not  Christians  represent  varied  stages  of 
development  in  Christian  faith  and 
living?  Do  not  these  obvious  variants  in 
experience  demand  from  the  pulpit  a 
learned  and  all-encompassing  concept  of 
the  Christian  ministry  and  its  message? 

The  laity  need  biblical  teaching,  and 
the  average  layperson  wants  it.  They 
need  a  dynamic  for  daily  living,  not  sim¬ 
ply  an  ethic  a  little  loftier  than  their  own 
highest  aspirations.  They  need  as  much 
to  be  told  where  they  can  get  the  power  to 
do  the  things  they  know  to  be  right,  as  to 
be  told  what  to  do.  Now,  sitting  quietly  in 
the  pew,  what  is  the  content  of  the 
message  they  hear?  What  is  the  basis  for 
the  sermon?  Whence  comes  its 
authoritative  note,  if  any? 

Some  who  listen  may  be  impressed  by 
oratory,  by  learned  pulpit  manners,  by 


obvious  scholarship,  by  a  clear  familiarity 
with  world  affairs.  But  the  average  mem¬ 
ber  of  any  congregation  has  a  soul  hunger 
for  spiritual  bread,  that  not  even  a  glit¬ 
tering  homiletical  stone  can  satisfy. 
When  preaching  is  saturated  with  and 
centered  in  the  simple  affirmations  of  the 
Scriptures,  carrying  with  them  an  au¬ 
thority,  a  power,  and  a  transforming 
quality,  people’s  souls  are  fed.  When  this 
sacred  source  of  wisdom  is  ignored, 
people  go  away  hungry. 

Preaching  takes  many  forms:  topical, 
doctrinal,  expository,  and  so  forth;  all 
are  needed.  But  preaching  is  authentic 
and  effective  only  when  centered  in  the 
divine  revelation  that  is  the  Word  of  God, 
Paul  called  Scripture  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit.  It  is  still  quick  and  powerful;  it 
still  convicts  and  convinces;  it  still  lays 
bare  the  inmost  secrets  of  the  human 
heart;  it  still  shows  people  how  to  live 
and  also  how  to  die  and  live  forever. 

Laypersons  have  a  right  to  expect  cer¬ 
tain  things  from  the  pulpit.  I  would 
suggest  five: 

( 1 )  Simplicity.  The  person  in  the  pew  is 
not  trained  technically  in  theological 
terms,  nor  should  this  be  necessary. 
Even  the  most  profound  doctrines  can  be 
presented  so  that  laypersons  can  un¬ 
derstand  them.  The  simplicity  of  the 
Gospel  should  never  be  forgotten. 

(2)  Authority.  The  Christian  message 
has  a  basis  in  authority,  the  authority  of 
the  Scriptures  in  which  God  has  spoken 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Without  such 
authority,  something  is  lacking,  and  per¬ 
sons  in  the  pew  are  easily  affected  by  the 
deficiency.  The  preacher  needs  the 
authority  derived  from  God  Himself  and 
His  revealed  truth  in  order  to  speak  to 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  other  people.  The 
biblically  based  "Thus  saith  the  Lord” 
still  impresses  the  hearer  more  than  the 
profoundest  "it  seems  to  me.” 

(3)  Power.  Power  in  preaching  de¬ 
pends  on  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
both  in  the  preparation  and  in  the  delivery 


Edwin  Messick 
of  the  sermon.  God’s  presence  in  a  ser¬ 
mon  is  imparted  to  its  hearers  and  carried 
away  in  the  heart.  On  such  power  from 
the  Holy  Spirit  rests  the  hope  for  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  experience  of  the  men  on  the 
Emmaus  road:  “Did  not  our  hearts 
burn  within  us,  while  he  talked  with  us  by 
the  way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  the 
Scriptures?” 

(4)  Urgency.  Jesus  expressed  the 
urgency  of  His  own  mission  to  this  world 
in  the  arresting  phrase  "should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”  “Per¬ 
ishing”  is  a  desperately  serious  matter, 
and  finding  a  way  to  prevent  it  is  certain¬ 
ly  a  matter  of  the  greatest  urgency.  The 
second  phase  of  the  Christian  faith  —  how 
to  live  as  a  Christian  —  is  also  a  matter  of 
urgency.  In  both  matters  persons  in  the 
pew  need  to  capture  this  sense  of  urgency 
from  the  message  of  the  pulpit. 

(5)  Decision.  A  good  salesperson 
works  for  a  decision.  A  good  worker  for 
Jesus  Christ  does  the  same.  We  layper¬ 
sons  need  to  face  up  to  the  universal  need 
for  such  decisions.  All  too  often  we  find 
ourselves  confronted  with  an  invitation 
to  “join  the  church.”  Such  a  step  is  of 
vital  importance,  but  a  person’s  first 
decision  has  to  do  with  the  acceptance  of 
Jesus  Christ  —  who  He  is  and  what  He 
did.  Many  of  the  problems  in  individual 
lives,  and  in  the  church,  stem  from  the 
fact  that  this  most  basic  decision  too 
often  has  never  been  made. 

Finally,  persons  in  the  pew  should  look 
at  the  pulpit  through  eyes  and  from  a 
heart  that  has  prayed  for  the  one  stand¬ 
ing  there  as  a  messenger  of  God.  The 
pastor  needs  and  deserves  the  sym¬ 
pathetic  understanding  and  prayerful 
support  of  the  congregation.  The  church 
will  move  forward  as  pew  and  pulpit 
unite  in  one  common  faith  and  purpose: 
to  know  Christ  and  to  make  Him  known. 

Edwin  M.  Messick  is  a  member  of  Mt. 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  Darby, 
Pennsylvania  (Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference). 


derstanding  of  atomic  warfare  causes. 

But  these  attitudes  of  living-with-it  do 
not  change  the  facts.  Oklahoma  United 
Methodists  once  sponsored  a  peace  con¬ 
ference  in  which  a  retired  Marine  General 
reminded  the  audience  that  400  megatons 
of  atomic  power  delivered  to  Russia 
would  render  the  Russians  militarily  help¬ 
less.  The  United  States  now  has  eight  times 
this  much  trained  in  their  direction. 

What  we  need,  I  think,  is  not  more  fear, 
but  some  hope  to  build  on.  So  much  of  the 
•  American  economy  has  centered  around 
defense  expenditures  that  even  with  a 
change  of  heart  and  a  move  from  swords 
to  plowshares,  economic  adjustments 
would  be  hard. 

Yet  there  are  examples  of  turning 
things  around  in  a  positive  way.  One  ex¬ 
ample  is  the  Clinton-Sherman  Air  Force 
Base  in  western  Oklahoma.  Once  a 
bustling  SAC  base,  at  its  height  it  had  a 
population  of  4500  and  an  annual  payroll 
of  $14  million.  When  it  was  phased  out  in 
the  mid-l960’s,  900  houses  were  left 
vacant,  and  the  rug  was  pulled  out  from 
under  the  economies  of  the  small  towns 
around  Clinton. 

Concerned  community  leaders  had  no 
luck  getting  any  help  from  Congress. 
They  did,  however,  get  an  area  vo-tech 
school  started.  Setting  up  the  school  was 
the  first  step  in  the  conversion  of  the 
community  to  a  peace-oriented  economy. 
Their  recognition  of  assets  was  im¬ 
portant.  Obviously  their  chief  asset  was 
the  remarkable  runway.  Built  in  1956  for 
$55  million,  it  is  300  feet  wide  and  almost 
three  miles  long.  It  became  the  center  of 
the  new  air  park.  And  of  the  more  than  40 
industries  surrounding  it,  only  one  is 
using  public  trust  financing. 

Of  the  900  houses  left  empty,  only  45 
are  still  unoccupied.  What  was  briefly  a 
depressed  economy  is  now  a  blooming 
one.  The  transformation  has  centered  in 
a  group  called  the  Midwestern  Oklahoma 
Development  Authority. 

What  I’m  saying  is  that,  as  Christians, 
we  know  that  preserving  the  world  is  the 
first  task  of  people  who  want  to  go  on 
living  —  but  we  need  many  more  ap¬ 
proaches  beyond  the  advice,  "Write  your 
Congressman.” 

I  think  we  need  to  make  clear  to  our 
elected  officials  one  very  simple  point: 
We  elected  you,  not  to  preside  over  our 
destruction,  but  to  help  us  find  as  many 
alternatives  as  possible  to  war  and 
destruction.  Talk  about  Christian  duty. 
This  one  could  occupy  us  for  the  rest  of 
our  lives.  And  it  just  might. 

This  week's  contributor,  Alvena  Bieri, 
is  a  member  of  Highland  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Stillwater,  Okla¬ 
homa  (Oklahoma  Conference). 


Let  Mr.  Jessup  speak  out:  God  will  do  the  judging 


To  the  Editor: 

If  folks  like  David  Jessup  can  hurt  the 
church  by  what  they  write  or  say,  then 
maybe  that  is  what  we  need  (see  Aug.  26 
article  headlined  "Outspoken  layman  up¬ 
sets  church  leaders” ) . 

I  always  try  to  teach  my  Bible  classes 
that  they  never  need  to  take  up  for  the 
church,  the  Bible  or  our  God;  these  stand 
upon  greater  truth  than  humans  can 
know. 

If  Mr.  Jessup  is  a  member  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Peggy  Billings 
should  have  checked  with  his  pastor  to 
know  if  he  is  in  good  standing.  If  so,  she 
should  never  have  tried  to  keep  him  from 
speaking  what  he  knew  to  be  true. 

After  teaching  the  Bible  for  over  40 
years,  I  have  learned  to  listen  to  all  who 
oppose  the  church,  the  Bible,  God  and 
even  me,  and  to  know  that  their  con¬ 
demning  words  are  not  judgment  upon 
these,  but  upon  themselves.  My  job  is  to 
tell  them  of  God’s  love  and  His  greatness. 

When  I  see  or  know  of  a  weak  place  in 
my  church,  then  I  am  to  stand  in  His 
Spirit  that  my  Lord  gives  and  strengthen 
that  place. 

Let  David  Jessup  speak  out  and  all  the 
others  too.  for  by  their  words,  God  will  do 
the  judging. 

Milton  Vallery 
Pineville,  Louisiana 

Healthy  criticism  good, 

acrimonious  assault  not 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
August  26.  appears  an  article  headlined 
"Outspoken  layman  upsets  church 
leaders.”  The  thrust  of  Roy  Beck’s  news 
article  is  the  ongoing  "dialogue"  be¬ 
tween  David  Jessup  (a  director  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  on  Religion  and  Democracy)  and 
Peggy  Billings  (an  executive  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries). 

As  a  local  pastor,  -  d  former  mission 
intern  to  Liberia,  this  undoing  debate 
never  ceases  to  amaze  me.  Working  with 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  left 
me  with  the  impression,  admittedly  sub¬ 
jective  at  best,  that  this  agency  handles 
itself  with  competency  and  integrity.  My 
dealings  with  the  board  while  in  Africa 
were  always  most  helpful  and  sup¬ 
portive.  In  addition,  within  the  local 
church  Mr  Jessup  and  the  IRD  have 
done  little  more  than  deal  out  grief, 
misery  and  suspicion  concerning  the 
mission  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Jessup  and  I  have  little,  if 
anything,  in  common,  regarding  our  per¬ 
spectives  on  the  living  out  of  faith  in  the 
context  of  world  missions. 

However,  as  a  United  Methodist  by 
choice  and  not  by  chance.  I  believe  Mr 
Jessup  has  every  right  to  freedom  of 


speech  and  expression  of  opinion,  no 
matter  how  foreign  it  may  be  to  either 
my  opinion  as  an  individual  or  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  whole.  Our  church 
has  historically  thrived  on  allowing 
people  to  "think  and  let  think"  about  the 
non-essentials  of  Christian  salvation.  I 
hope  further  charges  exchanged  between 
Global  Ministries  and  IRD  might  be  tem¬ 
pered  by  both  the  Methodist  tradition  and 
Christian  truth  spoken  in  love  —  not 
necessarily  in  that  order. 

Healthy  self-criticism  is  good  for  the 
church.  Acrimonious  assault  with  a 
deadly  word  is  unedifying  and  coun¬ 
terproductive  to  God’s  cause  in  the 
world.  Is  this  a  10  or  15-rounder? 

David  Mosser 
Burleson.  Texas 

Editorial  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Aug.  26  editorial  attempted  to 
rationalize  the  imbalance  in  the  WCC’s 
resolutions  to  a  degree  seldom  observed 
in  a  lifetime. 

Should  not  the  WCC  resist 
discrimination,  inequality,  unfairness 
and  lack  of  courage  within  their  ranks  to 
at  least  the  same  extent  that  they  con¬ 
demn  like  action  within  the  western 
countries? 

After  failing  to  provide  fairness  in  their 
resolutions,  the  least  the  WCC  conferees 
should  have  provided  for  world  con¬ 
sumption  was  a  positive  statement  about 
the  major  contributions  that  western 
countries  have  made  to  improve  human 
life  throughout  the  world. 

Elsewhere  in  the  Reporter  it  was 
stated  in  effect  that  the  WCC  Assembly 
represented  440,000,000  of  the  world’s 
Christians.  Please  correct  the  article  to 
read  439,999,999,  because  this  Christian 
was  not  represented. 

Roy  W.  Browne 
Hartville,  Missouri 

How  hospitable? 

To  the  Editor: 

On  a  recent  mini-vacation,  my  wife 
and  I  were  in  a  midwestern  city.  We 
noticed  a  formidable,  downtown  United 
Methodist  Church  and  stopped  in  to  take 
a  look  at  the  sanctuary.  We  were  greeted 
by  suspicious  stares  from  the  recep¬ 
tionist  and  two  people  in  the  office. 
Potential  hostility  chilled  the  foyer.  We 
said  that  we  would  like  to  see  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  the  receptionist  pointed  to  the 
right  direction.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  to 
us;  not  an  effort  was  made  to  greet  us  or 
to  find  out  anything  about  us.  We  left  this 
sacred  fortress  feeling  like  we  had  been 
intruders. 

This  called  to  mind  a  similar  cir¬ 
cumstance  on  a  vacation  two  years  ago  ) 
My  wife  and  I  had  stopped  in  a  Nebraska 
city  and  were  curious  about  the  insides  of 


a  United  Methodist  Church  there.  It  was 
not  during  business  hours,  and  yet  an  of¬ 
fice  worker  was  more  than  anxious  to  tell 
us  about  the  church,  find  out  who  we  ’ 
were  and  where  we  were  from,  etc. 

I  must  ask  two  questions  of  myself  and 
all  United  Methodist  clergymen  and 
clergywomen.  First,  what  if  I  had  been  a 
person  in  desperate  need,  seeking  the 
help  that  only  a  place  wherein  Christ’s 
people  meet  is  able  to  give?  Hope  and 
despair  could  have  hinged  on  that  first 
impression  given  upon  entry  into  God’s 
House. 

Second,  which  of  the  two  churches 
most  closely  represents  the  church  of 
which  I  am  pastor?  Do  people  im¬ 
mediately  feel  God’s  aggressive  agape 
upon  passing  through  the  doorway? 

Granted,  many  church  buildings  face 
obvious  security  problems,  And  yet,  how 
can  a  welcome  atmosphere  not  be  a  top 
priority  when  we  claim  to  serve  the  one 
who  "opened  the  floodgates,  that  all  may 
come  in"?  Geoffrey  W.  Posegate 
Jefferson  City,  Missouri 

Editorial  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Aug.  26  editorial  on  the  WCC 
statement  on  Afghanistan  had  depth  and 
quality  insight.  You  correctly  credited 
delegates  from  the  United  States  and 
other  democratic  countries  with  unease 
over  the  style  differences  in  statements 
affecting  specific  countries  of  the  world. 
You  correctly  identified  our  willingness 
to  risk  the  misunderstanding  of  con¬ 
stituencies  here  rather  than  risk  the 
physical  punishment  or  incarceration  of 
brother  and  sister  Christians  who  live 
constantly  in  an  oppressive  society. 

It  is  a  way  of  expressing  the  oneness 
we  have  in  Jesus  Christ,  demonstrating 
empathy  with  those  Christians  who  bear 
responsibility  for  proclaiming  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  conditions  few 
Americans  imagine.  The  global  per¬ 
spective  of  a  gospel  that  transcends 
national  or  political  barriers  has 
received  clear  articulation  from  your 
pen.  Thank  you. 

Robert  W.  Huston 
New  York,  New  York 

Article  lambasted 

To  the  Editor. 

It’s  been  a  long  time  since  I’ve  become 
angry  over  an  article  in  your  paper,  but 
Virgil  Kraft’s  views  in  "Here  I  Stand." 
August  5,  were  more  than  I  could 
swallow.  •. 

First  of  all,  there  are  two  stories  of 
creation  in  the  Bible.  What  makes  Mr 
Kraft  believe  that  the  version  of  "Eve 
manipulating  Adam”  is  the  true  one?  If 
the  second  version  were  more  prominent 
in  our  church  teachings,  people  wouldn't 
blame  Eve  (and  all  women  by 


association)  as  being  the  cause  of 
"man’s  fall  from  grace.” 

Second,  women  have  moved  into 
"areas  of  responsibility”  without 
“panicking  and  falling  into  pettiness"; 
(where  was  Mr.  Kraft  when  Sally  Ride 
returned  from  the  shuttle  mission? ),  but 
a  part  of  that  movement  confronted 
linguistics  slanted  against  women,  and 
that  is  vfrbat  we  must  change  now  to  avoid 
future  generations  of  women  having  to 
overcome  it  again  and  again. 

Third,  women  are  not  interested  in 
changing  the  wording  of  the  story  of  the 
prodigal  son.  We  are  interested  in 
changing  our  literature  and  liturgy  to 
alter  the  concept  of  God  being  ex¬ 
clusively  male.  How  can  Mr.  Kraft,  or 
anyone  for  that  matter,  say  that  God  is 
male?  Couldn’t  the  phrase  "created  in 
God’s  image”  mean  “with  a  spirit"  and 
not  literally  a  "human  body”?  How  can 
our  infinite  God  be  described  in  finite, 
human  terms?  The  Bible  was  written 
down  by  human  men,  and  therefore  con¬ 
tains  wording  showing  the  dominance  of 
man,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  times. 
Surely  it  would  have  been  different  had  it 
been  written  down  by  women. 

The  real  war  for  women's  liberation  is 
fought  on  many  fronts,  one  of  which  is 
linguistics.  If  Mr.  Kraft  thinks  this  is  pet¬ 
ty,  why  do  the  "gallant  men  of  today”  ob¬ 
ject  to  altering  our  liturgy  to  read  “the 
sons  and  daughters  of  God,”  and  other 
such  changes  that  women  are  asking  for? 
After  all,  if  God  thought  of  women  as  in¬ 
ferior  or  unimportant,  Jesus  would  have 
not  had  a  human  mother.  He  would  have 
come  to  us  as  a  full-grown  male. 

I  do  see  the  real  battle  for  women’s 
liberation,  and  the  only  time  I  feel 
helpless  (temporarily)  is  when  I  am 
faced  with  blind  attitudes  like  Mr. 
Kraft's.  Thank  God  for  caring,  intelligent 
men  such  as  the  Rev.  James  Brewster, 
whose  article  was  printed  in  the  same 
issue. 

Only  wljen  a  person's  worth  is  deter¬ 
mined  by  their  contributions  to  the 
world,  and  not  by  their  sex,  will  society 
be  truly  liberated. 

M.  Jean  Mertens 

Kennebec,  South  Dakota 

‘Mere  words’  set 
boundaries  of  thoughts 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  deep  pain  and  anguish  that 
I  read  Virgil  Kraft’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  in  the  Aug.  5  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  I  sensed  as  I  read  those 
paragraphs  a  total  lack  of  understanding 
and  Christian  sympathy. 

Early  in  the  current  feminist 
movement,  I  too  felt  that  "mere 
language"  was  a  petty  issue,  but  in  love 
for  my  sisters,  I  made  a  conscious  effort 


to  be  inclusive  in  my  speaking  and 
writing.  What  an  enlightening  and 
freeing  experience  this  became  for  me, 
for  suddenly  I  too  was  included  in  the 
human  family.  I  recognized  that  “mere 
words”  set  the  boundaries  of  one’s 
thoughts. 

Intellectually  I  knew  that  I  was  one  of 
the  “brothers,”  “laymen,”  etc.,  but  on 
an  internal  level,  I  felt  on  the  periphery, 
a  shadow,  not  really  included.  As  long  as 
we  use  the  name  “fireman,”  we  think 
deep  down  that  only  men  can  do  that  job! 
As  long  as  we  call  the  people  of  God 
laymen,  we  tend  to  think  deep  down  that 
only  men  are  a  part  of  the  church.  As 
long  as  we  use  the  word  clergymen,  we 
think  deep  down  that  only  men  can  fill 
this  function  (as  the  Orthodox  church 
still  maintains! ). 

As  I  began  to  use  the  awkward  term 
“person”  at  the  end  of  “chair.  .  .”  and  so 
forth,  I  came  to  recognize  that  I  was  a 
person  capable  of  chairing  a  committee, 
or  whatever  the  prefix  happened  to  be. 

At  the  same  time,  I  resisted  changing 
my  references  to  God  —  until  a  worship 
service  in  which  we  were  invited  to  call 
God  whatever  we  wanted  to  in  the  hymn 
"This  is  my  Father’s  world.”  I  sang  the 
first  stanza  as  the  author  wrote  it,  and  on 
the  second  stanza,  sang  "Mother’s 
world”  —  and  had  a  visitation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  —  a  revelation  that  I,  a  woman, 
also  was  made  in  God’s  image.  I've 
never  forgotten  that  beautiful 
experience.  Of  course,  I  was  only 
recognizing  as  true  one  of  the  Articles  of 
Religion  of  our  United  Methodist  (and 
Anglican)  heritage  that  says:  "God  is 
without  body  or  parts”  —  therefore  God 
is  neither  male  nor  female. 

I  perceived  in  Mr.  Kraft’s  statement 
that  he  believes  qualities  like  "coolness, 
and  regal  assurance”  are  somehow 
superior  (therefore  male)  to  warmth  and 
spontaneity,  which  seem  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  female  gender.  Also,  his 
description  of  God  —  grand,  comforting,, 
benevolent  power  —  is  stereotypically 
male.  What  about  love,  tenderness, 
brooding  persistence?  These  are 
qualities  of  God  also. 

Believe  me,  no  woman  who  is  working 
for  the  liberation  of  all  persons  believes 
that  "tinkering  with  language”  is  going 
to  change  a  situation.  But,  the  words  we 
use  can  and  do  affect  our  thoughts  and 
our  actions.  Therefore,  changing 
language  is  a  fundamental  issue. 

I  am  sure  that  I’m  not  likely  to  change 
the  minds  of  persons  who  think  as  Mr. 
Kraft  does,  but  neither  has  he  changed 
my  mind.  Rather,  he  has  confirmed  my 
intention  to  keep  on  working  on  this  and  a 
hundred  other  feminist  issues. 

Marji  Tuell 

Los  Angeles,  California 
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UMs  memorialize  downed  Korean  airliner  victims 


Korean-Americans  in  Los  Angeles  protest  the  shooting  down  of  a  Korean  Airlines  Boeing  747  by  a  Soviet  jet  fighter  on  Sept.  1.  Korean  Airlines 
sources  reported  that  269  people  were  killed  in  the  attack.  religious  new  service  photo 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  and  lay  people  played  an 
important  part  in  organizing  memorial 
services  and  rallies  in  Boston,  Rhode 
Island,  Long  Island  (N.Y.),  New  York 
City  and  New  Jersey  in  reaction  to  the 
shooting  down  of  a  Korean  commercial 
airliner  Sept.  1,  killing  269.  Many  victims 
came  from  this  area. 

Several  hundred  Korean  Americans  in 
the  Long  Island  area  rallied  at  the  Glen 
Cove  High  School  Sept.  4  to  denounce 
strongly  the  Soviet  Union’s  ‘‘horrifying 
and  senseless  killing”  of  innocent  people. 
Among  the  concerned  Korean  Americans 
calling  the  meeting  were  the  Rev.  Paul  S. 
Kim  of  Woodmere-Lawrence  UMC  and 
the  Rev.  John  S.  Park  of  Great  Neck 
Korean  UMC. 

Making  the  major  speech  at  the  rally. 
Dr.  Kim  demanded  the  Soviet  Union  give 
a  clear,  concise  statement  to  the  world  of 
what  happened,  apologize  to  families  of 
the  victims,  and  offer  to  compensate 
them.  He  called  for  punishment  of  the 
persons  responsible  and  ‘‘a  guarantee 
that  this  mad  action  will  never  occur 
again.” 

Dr.  Kim  urged  the  United  States  to 
consider  carefully  all  possible 
retaliatory  options,  such  as  the  loss  of 
landing  rights  for  Soviet  aircraft  and 
trade  restrictions  on  high-technology- 
goods.  Dr.  Kim  urged  all  free  citizens  to 
rally  to  the  Korean  cause  for  justice. 

Participants  prayed  for  the  families  of 
the  victims  and  the  peace  of  the  world 

After  the  rally,  about  70  angry  Korean 
Americans  went  to  the  residence  of  the 
Soviet  Union’s  United  Nations  delegation 
outside  Glen  Cove,  broke  down  the  iron 
gates  and  swarmed  into  the  grounds 
Police  appealed  to  Dr.  Kim  and  Mr  Park 
to  persuade  the  protesters  to  leave  and 
they  did  so.  In  the  melee  five  policemen 
were  seriously  injured  but  no 
demonstrators  requested  medical  help, 
police  said. 

Elsewhere  across  the  U.S.,  among  the 
chorus  of  persons  protesting  the  downing 
of  the  Korean  airliner  were  Bishop 
Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy,  San  Francisco, 


Rabbi  accuses  WCC  of  ‘moral  hypocrisy' 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  prominent 
American  rabbi  who  addressed  the 
recent  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  has  accused  the 
ecumenical  organization  of  “moral 
hypocrisy”  for  its  resolution  on  the 
Middle  East. 

The  assembly’s  Middle  East  statement 
“dripped  with  pious  ecumenism  wrapped 
around  barbed  wire,”  charged  Rabbi 
Mar,c.  Tanenbaum,  national 
interfeligious' "affairs  director  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee. 

In  an  address  to  the  WCC  assembly, 
Rabbi  Tanenbaum  had  pledged  that 
“millions  of  Jews  will  join  hands  with 
you  in  the  cause  of  God’s  human  family.” 
But  in  a  statement  issued  following  the 
conclusion  of  the  gathering,  he  said  the 
Middle  East  resolution  was  “intended  to 
.isolate  Israel  as  a  pariah  among  the 


nations.” 

While  denouncing  the  statement. 
Rabbi  Tanenbaum  said  that  “thanks  to 
the  efforts  of  a  small  group  of  Western 
Christian  leaders  who  consulted  with 
official  Jewish  ‘guests’  at  the  assembly 
—  Rabbi  Jordan  Pearlson  of  Toronto,  Dr. 
Zvi  Werblowsky  of  Israel  and  myself  — 
the  final  WCC  statement  was  an 
‘improvement’  over  an  earlier  text 
promoted  by  Arab  Christians  who 
advocated  a  radical  pro-PLO  line." 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum  declared  that 
“under  the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  William 
Thompson,  a  self-righteous  American 
Presbyterian,  the  Middle  East  text  did 
not  make  a  single  explicit  reference  to 
the  destruction  wrought  on  Lebanon  by 
Syria  and  the  PLO,  while  specifically 
denouncing  Israel,  in  effect,  as  the  focus 
of  all  evil  in  the  Middle  East.” 


Further,  the  Jewish -leader  said,  the 
WCC  delegates  “used  language 
suggesting  Israel’s  discriminatory’ 
policies  toward  Palestinians  were  like 
those  of  South  Africa's  apartheid  toward 
blacks.  They  dishonestly  accused  Israel 
of  inhibiting  Moslem  and  Christian 
access  to  Jerusalem,  without  providing  a 
shred  of  evidence.  They  invited  the  fair- 
minded  United  Nations,  the  peace-loving 
USSR  and  the  murderous  PLO  to  be 
central  partners  to  Middle  East 
negotiations. 

"And  demonically,  they  sought  to 
relieve  Western  Christians  of  any  guilt 
for  the  Nazi  holocaust  and  centuries  of 
anti-Semitism,  replacing  it  by  guilt  only 
for  the  Palestinians'  moral  plight.” 

Rabbi  Tanenbaum  concluded  that  “if 
the  media  persists  in  savaging  the  WCC 
for  its  one-sided,  obsessive  anti-Western 


and  anti-Israeli  stances,  the  WCC  has 
only  itself  to  blame." 

Asked  for  a  reaction  to  Rabbi 
Tanenbaum 's  charges,  Mr.  Thompson 
said,  “I’m  not  going  to  enter  into  an 
exchange  of  rhetoric  with  him  .  .  .  His 
remarks  are  totally  unfounded,  and  I 
would  not  choose  to  enter  into  further 
conversation  with  him  about  it." 

The  WCC  statement  called  upon 
churches  “to  build  a  greater  awareness 

.  .  about  the  urgency  and  justice  of  the 
Palestinian  cause,”  and  urged  Christians 
in  the  West  “to  recognize  that  their  guilt 
over  the  fate  of  Jews  in  their  countries 
may  have  influenced  their  views  of  the 
conflict  in  the  Middle  East  and  has  often 
led  to  uncritical  support  of  the  policies  of 
the  state  of  Israel,  and  thereby  ignoring 
the  plight  of  the  Palestinian  people  and 
their  rights." 


Thompson  Tanenbaum 

Dr.  John  Habgood,  recently  appointed 
Anglican  archbishop  of  York,  warned 
that  the  statement  was  “slanted  in  the 
direction  of  the  Palestinian  cause,"  and 
added,  “We  have  to  recognize  that  the 
Israelis,  too,  have  their  problems."  He 
proposed  an  amendment  which  would 
have  cited  “the  special  problems  faced 
by  the  state  of  Israel ." 


president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  (NCCC),  and  Claire  Randall, 
general  secretary  of  the  ecumenical 
agency. 

Bishop  Choy  said  he  shared  the 
reaction  of  the  American  people  at  this 
kind  of  action  “which  seems  pretty 
extreme  in  times  like  this.”  He  conceded 
he  might  not  understand  the  Russian 
mind,  but  said,  “It  seems  very  extreme 
tome." 

Bishop  Armstrong  and  Ms.  Randall 
sent  telegrams  to  Christian  leaders  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  Korea  calling  the  Soviet 
destruction  of  the  airliner  a  “violation  of 
international  agreement  and  moral 
standards.” 

“Governments  of  the  world  and 
agencies  of  the  United  Nations  are 
addressing  leaders  of  the  Soviet  Union," 
Bishop  Armstrong  explained.  “We  felt  it 
wise  to  address  the  churches  there.  It  is 
the  function  of  the  church  to  represent 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  and  to  inform  the 
conscience  of  a  people.  To  the  degree 
that  this  is  possible  within  the  Soviet 
system,  we  pray  that  Christians  will 
seize  the  initiative  and  be  faithful  in  their 
witness  " 

Responding  to  a  request  from  Kim  So 
Young  of  Korea’s  National  Council  of 
Churches,  Bishop  Armstrong  and  Ms. 
Randall  called  for  an  international 
inquiry  into  the  incident,  saying  they  join 
the  Koreans  in  “prayer  and  renewed 
active  commitment  to  foster  internation¬ 
al  peace  and  justice." 

The  NCCC  leaders  called  on  Christians 
in  the  Soviet  Union  to  pray  for  the 
bereaved  families  in  the  United  States 
and  elsewhere  and  said  they  were 
“profoundly  distressed  and  saddened  by 
the  Soviet  military  action.  " 

The  NCCC  telegrams  to  Alexei  Bichkov 
of  the  Union  of  Evangelical  Christian 
Baptists  of  the  USSR  and  to  Metropolitan 
Filaret  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Churches  called  the  military  action 
against  the  Korean  airliner  a  “tragedy” 
and  said  it  demonstrated  anew 
disastrous  consequences  for  world 
peace,  disarmament,  and  improved 
international  relations"  when  force  is 
used. 

In  both  telegrams,  the  council  leaders 
echoed  the  concern  of  the  Korean  church 
leaders  who  had  expressed  their  “desire 
to  join  in  prayer  with  you  (in  the  United 
States)  and  with  the  Russian  church  for 
those  people  in  mourning  and  pray  for 
international  peace  and  justice.” 

The  Korean  Council  of  Churches  of  the 
Greater  New  York  area  held  a  memorial 
service  Sept.  7  at  Dag  Hammarskjold 
Plaza  opposite  the  United  Nations  in  New 
York  City.  Giving  the  eulogy  for  all  269 
victiips  was  the  Rev.  Hae  Jong  Kim, 
pastp^  of  the  Korean  Community  Church- 
United  Methodist,  Leonia,  N.J. 

A  separate  memorial  service  Sept.  10 
in  the  Leonia  church  remembered  two 
members  of  the  congregation  lost  in  the 
tragedy:  Dr.  Lim  Jong-Jin,  chairperson 
of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  his  brother, 
Lim  Jong  Chul.  The  former  was  a 
professor  of  biophysics  at  Columbia 
University  in  New  York  City. 


6 Prophetic 9  role  preferred 
over  presidential  race 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA  -  The  Rev.  Joseph 
Lowery,  pastor  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  has  declined  a 
“nomination”  for  the  1984 
presidential  race. 

The  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  which  is  chaired  by  Mr. 
Lowery,  adopted  a  resolution  at  its 
recent  convention,  calling  on  him  to 
run  for  the  Democratic  nomination. 

Instead  of  making  a  bid  for  the 
presidency,  Mr.  Lowery  sees  himself 
in  another  role. 

“Right  now  I  see  my  role  as  a 
preacher-prophet,  standing  in  the 
streets,  markets  and  valleys,-  saying 
to  the  candidates  ‘thus  saith  the 
Lord,’  ”  he  told  the  Reporter. 


Mr.  Lowery  chairs  a  group  called 
the  People’s  Platform,  which  plans  to 
screen  presidential  candidates. 

“I  will  support  any  candidate,  black 
or  white,  who  will  support  the  plat¬ 
form,"  the  black  minister  said.  He 
gave  no  details  of  the  “platform." 

In  an  apparent  anti-Reagan 
reference,  he  added,  "I  will  support 
the  candidate  that  will  empower  my 
vote  to  purchase  a  one-way  ticket 
west  for  an  individual  who 
temporarily  resides  in  the  east.” 

Similarly,  Mr.  Lowery  had  told  a 
United  Methodist  youth  convocation 
in  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  last  month,  “We’ve 
wept  too  hard,  cried  too  long,  bled  too 
profusely  and  died  too  young  to  let  a 
California  cowboy  turn  us  around 
now.” 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

Seminary  student  takes  sabbatical  as 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  -  The 
Rev.  Nancy  Dan- 
son,  like  many 
seminary  students, 
has  completed  her 
internship  in  a  local 
church. 

But  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology 
student  decided  to 
sharpen  her  pas¬ 
toral  skills  by 
taking  a  sabbatical 


Danson 


from  school  and  participating  in  a  year¬ 
long  experimental  internship  program  as 
a  counselor  for  employees  of  a  depart¬ 
ment  store  chain. 

"Counseling  at  Sanger  Harris  stores  is 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  meet  people 
in  their  work  space  and  gain  an 
appreciation  of  the  secular  world,"  Mrs 
Danson  told  the  Reporter. 


She  said  that  most  ministers  don’t 
understand  the  corporate  world,  though 
many  church  members  are  a  part  of  it 
“The  experience  of  actually  being  in 
the  corporate  world  will  allow  me  to  be 
more  sensitive  to  congregations  I  may 
serve,"  she  explained. 

The  ordained  deacon  describes  her 
internship  function  as  “mainly  ears”  in  a 
non-structured  counseling  situation, 
which  is  free  of  charge  to  all  employees 
"I  do  not  have  a  formal  counseling 
arrangement,”  she  said.  “I  walk  through 
the  stores  or  sit  in  the  lounges,  and  the 
employees  approach  me.  Usually  the 
conversation  will  begin  with  job-related 
problems  and  end  with  personal  ones,  but 
the  counseling  is  always  initiated  by  the 
individual  ” 

The  majority  of  her  day  is  spent 
listening  to  a  myriad  of  personal 
problems  involving  such  things  as 
divorce  distresses,  alcohol-related 
situations  and  broken  relationships. 


ounselor  to  department  store  employees 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Despite  the  fact  that 
evaluation  of  clergy  has  been  required  by 
United  Methodist  law  since  1980,  some 
UM  leaders  are  still  feeling 
“uneasiness”  with  the  process, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Loveless,  a 
district  superintendent  in  the  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference. 

“We’re  not  experienced  in  evaluating 
ourselves  relative  to  the  standards  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline,”  said  Mr.  Loveless 
during  an  orientation  event  for  newly- 
appointed  district  superintendents  held 
here  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  Aug.  30- 
Sept.  2. 

Mr.  Loveless  assisted  Bishop  Ernest 
Dixon  of  the  San  Antonio  Area  and  the 
Rev.  Richard  Thornburg,  a  district 
superintendent  in  the  New  York  Annual 
Conference,  in  leading  a  workshop  on 
clergy  evaluation  for  the  new  church 
leaders. 

Because  of  the  inexperience  of  pastors 
and  church  members  in  doing  formal 
evaluation,  Mr.  Loveless  continued. 


churches  still  largely  depend 
“parking  lot  evaluation"  —  criticism 
which  goes  on  outside  the  official  church 
structures.  The  result,  he  said,  is  that  the 
“real  issues  often  are  not  set  out  on  the 
table"  where  both  clergy  and  lay  people 
can  look  at  them  together. 

‘Peer’  evaluation  favored 

The  Rev.  Rawle  Porte,  newly- 
appointed  superintendent  in  the  Virginia 
Annual  Conference,  described  the  pre¬ 
sent  situation  as  “lacking  consensus," 
especially  on  how  evaluation  should  be 
done.  He  believes,  for  .example,  that 
clergy  should  not  be  evaluated  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  “uninformed  laypeople,"  but 
that  it  should  be  done  by  the  pastors’ 
peers.  Such  persons,  he  explained,  have 
a  better  understanding  of  the  problems 
and  pressures  of  the  ordained  ministry 
than  lay  persons. 

Some  problems  and  objections  raised 
about  the  evaluation  issue  as  voiced  by 
Mr.  Porte  and  others  were  addressed  by 
Mr  Thornburg  in  an  interview  with  the 
Reporter. 


Mr.  Thornburg  pointed  out  that 
“evaluation  goes  on  all  the  time.”  But 
because  it  is  sometimes  hard  to 
distinguish  between  a  person’s 
personality  traits  and  performance 
characteristics,  he  said,  it  is  also  often 
difficult  for  church  members  to  articulate 
whatever  “vague  uneasiness”  they  may 
feel  about  their  pastor  or  their  church. 

It  is  far  better,  said  Mr.  Thornburg,  for 
evaluation  to  take  place  by  “pre¬ 
agreement  on  the  basis  of  what  we 
recognize  to  be  our  common  ministry.” 
Such  evaluation,  he  said,  should  be  “less 
feared  than  the  unplanned,  uninformed 
evaluation  that  will  inevitably  occur  in 
its  place.”  ^ 

What  about  the  fear  that  "uninformed 
lay  people”  cannot  properly  evaluate 
their  pastor? 

Creating  ministerial  elite? 

“Even  ‘uninformed  lay  people’  are 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ,"  replied 
Mr.  Thornburg.  “If  we  can’t  trust  the 
members  of  that  body,  then  we’re 
creating  a  ministerial  elite." 

Besides,  he  said,  “The  whole  process  of 


Her  “parishioners"  range  from 
executives  to  sales  clerks.  But  Mrs. 
Danson  doesn’t  feel  that  her  counseling  is 
"religious"  in  any  formal  sense. 

“Religion  is  interjected,  but  I  don't  use 
God  talk  When  I  help  someone  I  am 
expressing  who  I  am  as  a  child  of  God.  I 
feel  it's  an  expression  of  God’s  love  for 
me  to  be  there  and  listening.  That's  all 


the  employees  are  asking  for .  ’  ’ 

A  lunch  conversation  some  months 
back  between  Sanger  Harris  board 
chairman  Jack  Miller  and  Perkins  Dean 
James  Kirby  produced  the  counseling 
intern  idea.  The  dean  wanted  to  see 
seminary  students  work  in  more  real- 
world  situations  . 

-  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


evaluation  is  designed  to  help  people 
know  what  ministry  is  about.  As  they 
grow  in  that  understanding,  the  whole 
church  will  have  to  take  a  new  look  at 
who  we  are  as  the  People  of  God  ” 

But  isn’t  the  evaluation  process 
considered  by  some  people  to  be  too 
complex  and  too  lengthy  to  be  successful 
in  most  congregations? 

“It  is  complex  and  lengthy  And  if  it  is 
viewed  as  just  another  item  on  our 
already-burdened  calendars,  we  won’t  do 
it.  But  if  it  is  seen,  as  it  should  be,  as 
central  to  the  life  of  the  church  and  as  an 
integral  part  of  our  total  program,  then 
we’ll  do  it.  In  fact,  it  will  compel  us  to 
drop  some  of  the  non-productive 
meetings  we’re  having  now. " 

Mr.  Thornburg  also  observed  that  the 
church  needs  to  be  cautious  about 
viewing  evaluation  in  the  same  way  as 
business  and  professional  people  do  as  a 
way  to  improve  individual  performance. 

For  Christians,  he  said,  “Evaluation 
should  cover  the  total  ministry  and 
mission  of  the  church  —  not  simply  of 
individuals.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
S25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Blind  ad  Si  00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

lyUALH  Y  Dl HECTOR  OK  MUSIC  ORGANIST 
sought  for  new  staff  in  Florida  University  City  ot 
Gainesville  Musi  be  experienced  in  both  directing 
and  organ.  Three  manual.  35  rank  Moeller  organ 
Full-lime  position,  with  fully  graded  choirs,  hand 
l»ell  groups,  and  brass  ensemble  Must  be  attractive 
to  all  ages  Interested  in  quality  music  program 
Experienced  only  apply  by  resume  and  references 
Growing  membership  ol  167  .  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  419  NE  First  St  .  Gainesville.  FL 32601  Attn: 
Minister  and  Staff  Parish  Comm 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  CHILDREN  S 

MINISTRIES,  opportunity  to  expand  good  youth 
program,  develop  additional  children's  ministries 
for  person  who  loves  to  work  with  youth/children 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume,  references,  to 
Robert  Fox.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O. 

Box  669.  Kissimmee.  FL  32742 

DIKEi  loK  of  i  HKIST1AN  EDUCATION  AND 
YOUTH  MINISTRY  Immediate  opening  with  good 
salary  and  benefits  for  a  trained  person  Resume  to 
Kenneth  Tobler.  St  Paul's  UMC.  Box  3337.  Shawnee. 

1  IK  7481)1 

MA.NAuhK  WANTED  FOR  WOMEN'S 
RESIDENCE  Requires  experience  and  education  in 
hospitality  institutional  management  Salary  SIT.ItJu 
yr.  +•  apt  .  meals  &  benefits  Request  application. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  St  .  San  Francisco 
94109 

ELEi  IRoNu.  oKGAN  tor  saie  Rodgers,  three 
manual.  32  B  with  bass  speakers  and  three  uuxil liar x 
speakers.  Approximately  fifteen  vears  old  good 
eonduwn  «6  0oo  rail 412-472 Mil 

DIKELiwR  Oh  LHRIallAN  EUUcAliON  n..J 
programming,  volunteer  ministry  development 
training,  resourcing.  1400  member  congregation, 
multiple  staff,  growing  community  adjacent  to 
Orlando,  salary  negotiable,  outstanding  opportunity 
for  trained,  experienced  person  who  enjoys  working 
with  people  Send  resume,  references,  to  Robert  Fox. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O  Box  669, 
Kissimmee,  FL  32742 

HELP  US  RETRACE  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  JESUS 
Jordan  and  Israel  -  8  days  Si. 299  all-inclusive 
from  Nexx  York.  December  28.  Call  or  write  Rex 
Aubrey  C  W'eiley  .P.O  Box  434.  Shalimar.  FL  32579 
Phone  '104 ' 65!  6655 

iV  R  BOOKKEEPING  MAl  IIINE. 

programmed  lor  accounts  receivable  through 
monthly  statements  -  $1,000  A.B.  Dick  »  310  Offset 
Duplicator,  plate  exposure  unit,  offset  platemaker, 
Lectnjog  office  jogger  and  inks-package  deal  -  $3,500 

Call  214-271  1521  weekdays  between  8:30  a  m  and  5  p  m 

Puslilt'N  AVAILABLE  Executive  Dii com  m 
United  Methodist  childrens  home.  Grecneulle. 
Tennessee.  Manage  multi-purposi  agency 
i residential,  group  homes,  luster  homes,  adoption: 
200  children.  St  7  million  budged  Ten  years 
experience  required  Principally  business 
management  background  required,  also  human 
services  Must  be  active  Christian  church  member 
Good  benefits,  salary  negotiable  Send  inquiries  to 
P.O.  Box  188,  Greeneville,  Tennessee 37743 

PAK1  I  I  ME  ORGAN  Is  I'  Dynamic.  muKiptc-stafl 
church  with  innovative  Music  and  Arts  Ministry.  3 
services.  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Dave  Colielt. 
c  o  Colonial  Hills  t  oiled  Methodist.  5247  Vance 
■hicks,  in  San  Antonin  TNTKTtil 

SMALL  CHURCH  CHOIR  DIRECTORS  Send  for 
an  introductory  copy  of  Choir  Notes,  a  national 
communications  network  tor  small  chutcli  chon 
directors  and  pastors  Share. what  you  are  doing  and 
learn  what  others  are  finding  helpful  Send  to  Choir 
Notes.  Box  518,  Apple  Creek,  OH  44606 

VIMi  INDIA  wtih  rwtiMEK  UAH  missionary  see 
historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations  Departures  Oct  83  &  Jan  84  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave.  Richlicld  UMC.  5835  Lvndalc  Avc  S 
Mmnc.qioliv  MNSUm 

WUiiL  tulv  i.xt-ohMA  1  ii>N  on  itoi.i  i.,\,vi> 
TRIP  With  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen.  Truiisco  lower. 
Suite  1830.  PO  Box  13%.  Houston.  Texas  '.'7251 
IVh-phn-r  'it-  rvi  IlC? 

xiM.-xi  siol.Es,  BANNERS.  rARAMEMs  inr 
seasi.ii.il  and  special  services  Designs  for  Worship. 

Inc  2H6o  Walnut  Hill  lane.  Suite  looA.  Dallas  TX 
75229  .2141  352-61 14  6124 

oLK..iw\..  !  ROM  .  UL  CllUU>ilA.\  .......  .... 

Darrel  Berg.  $8  per  year  Cheek  to:  limit'd  Molliothsl 
*  Tiun-h  Rot  Rut'c  Mlinmv.  NF  wrtoi 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelical 
magazine  lor  l  imed  Melhodists  Inspiring  features 

COL<»K  oEAoO.N  ...  .lit  du.uKica  . . . . . 

view  Completely  furnished  effieienees  Si 25  week. 
$400  four  weeks  Claylon  Cailjoun  I'OR  li:M. 
Wav -osville  Nr  -VTHi;  toi  «if* 

one-year  six  issues i  to  Good  News.  Wilmore.  KY 
4U390 

ixE.sr.ixx  b  ii'lh  .AVN  citUKCll  S  ills.oKY. 

.NVE.mMEM  uPPwKIUNliV  in.i.m.  ... 

EDI  C  Return  ot  one-half  of  one  per  cent  ..Uno  the 
prevailing  market  Liquidity:  yearly  .Minimum  per 
person  SKi.non  Maximum  per  person  mooiioo 
Maximum  Length  may  Ik-  renewed  .nmu.dl.  for  ten 
years  Contact  Mr  Sindh  Thomasson.  Wcslxiew 
National  Bank.  Bnx  7554.  Waco,  Texas  76714  or  Rex 
Richard  M  Freeman.  Box  7716.  Waco.  lex.,  .'iillt 

77 16 

estimates  We  also  specialize  m  group  cooktiooks  and 
laniilx  histories  Sanders  Printing.  Minx  lito-Ml 
Garret  son.  SD  57030  i  605>  594-3427 

'  1 1  It  Id  i  i  a  N  tin  unm  to  worn  wun 
predominantly  black  UMC  congregations  m 
Nashville  District  and  in  admissions  for  ScarriB 
College  Contact  the  Rex  John  Corn.  Moharry 
Medical  College.  Nashville.  TN  37208  by  Sept  to 

PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


SEPTEMBER  16.  1983 


Ready  for  Sunday  morning  ritual 

UNION  CITY',  Tenn.  —  For  the  past  24  years,  every  Sunday  morning  at  9, 
Jeff  Stone  has  rung  the  bell  at  Pleasant  Valley  UMC  not  far  from  Memphis. 
The  hooked  pole  which  he  holds  helps  him  reach  the  bell,  and  he  figures  all 
his  years  of  service  have  added  up  to  1,348  "rings”  of  the  bell. 
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the  church  today 


Two  former  Presidents 
on  SMU  political  program 

DALLAS  —  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  is  featuring  two  former  U.S. 
presidents  in  a  two-part  program  design¬ 
ed  to  provide  greater  understanding  of 
the  role  of  the  President  in  light  of  the 
upcoming  1984  elections. 

Former  Presidents  Gerald  R.  Ford  and 
Jimmy  Carter  will  reflect  on  and  discuss 
the  role  of  the  head  of  state  in  seminars 
open  to  the  public.  Mr.  Ford  will  visit  the 
campus  Oct  19  and  20.  Mr.  Carter  will 
visit  Nov.  1. 

Investment  fund 
tops  $10  million  assets 

WASHINGTON  -  Pax  World  Fund,  a 
mutual  fund  for  social  investment,  has 
moved  over  the  $10  million  mark  in  total 
assets. 

Organized  in  1970  under  auspices  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  the  fund  avoids  investing  in 
weapons-producing  industries  and 
invests  in  life-supportive  companies  such 
as  health,  solar  and  housing  groups. 

1984  strategy  planned 
by  ‘gay,’  lesbian  caucus 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Affirmation,  the 
unofficial  caucus  of  United  Methodists 
"for  gay  and  lesbian  concerns,”  has 
announced  its  strategy  plans  for  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

The  caucus  newsletter,  published  here, 
said  the  strategy  will  include  publication 
of  a  daily  newsletter,  distribution  of 
buttons  and  other  symbols  to  be  worn  by 
delegates  and  supporters,  development 
of  a  briefing  kit  for  use  with  media,  a 
“resource  room”  stocked  with  educa¬ 
tional  materials  and  a  hospitality  suite. 

Many  of  these  tactics  were 
successfully  used  at  the  1980  General 
Conference,  according  to  the  Affirmation 
newsletter. 

Chilean  religious  community 
asks  for  freedom  of  expression 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Members  of 
the  faculty,  staff  and  student  body  of  the 
Evangelical  Theological  Community  in 
Chile  have  urged  President  Augusto 
Pinochet  to  grant  freedom  of  expression 
and  assembly  to  all  sectors  of  society. 
This  word  was  received  here  in  the  Latin 
America  Office  of  the  United  Methodist 
World  Division. 

In  a  letter  to  General  Pinochet  Aug.  1, 
the  Christians  point  to  the  deteriorating 
economy  that  adversely  affects  about 
one-third  of  the  population;  the 
permanent  denial  of  freedoms  of 
assembly  and  information,  and  the  large 
number  of  leaders  detained  or  forced  into 
exile. 

"We  want  and  dream  of  a  truly  united 
country,"  the  letter  continued.  “We 
believe  wily  one  ideal  can  truly  unite  us 
and  that  is  Jesus  Christ,  who  asks  us  to 
cast  out  all  hatred  and  fear  and  to  be 
filled  with  love  for  one  another,  because 
perfect  love  casts  out  fear  ” 

Minister  jailed  30  days 
for  unlawful  nuclear  protest 

DETROIT  (UMNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  minister  and  three  other 
persons  are  serving  30  days  in  jail  here 
after  they  scaled  a  fence  at  a  defense 
plant,  threw  red  dye  into  a  pond  and 
prayed  to  protest  the  nuclear  weapons 
race. 


The  Rev.  Melvin  Hall,  an  associate 
minister  at  Cass  Avenue  UMC,  says  he’s 
“doing  fine  and  writing  sermons”  from 
the  Oakland  County  Jail  here.  Mr.  Hall, 
his  cellmate  (a  Catholic  preist)  and  two 
women  were  arrested  Aug.  9  as  they 
staged  an  act  of  civil  disobedience  at  a 
local  defense  supplier  plant.  Mr.  Hall 
walked  through  the  front  gate  and 
kneeled  as  the  guards  tried  to  force  him 
out.  Others  climbed  the  fence  during  the 
demonstration  which  commemorated 
the  38th  anniversary  of  bombing  of 
Nagasaki,  Japan. 

Ail  four  were  charged  with  trespassing 
and  contempt  of  court  for  violating  an 
earlier  injunction  against  entering  the 
grounds  of  Williams  International  Corp. 
in  nearby  Walled  Lake,  Mich.  Williams 
International  builds  and  tests  engines  for 
cruise  missiles. 

UMCom  sells  announcements 
for  use  by  local  churches 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Communications  has  put 
together  30-second  television  spots  on  the 
work  of  the  denomination  for  use  on  local 
network  and  cable  television  stations. 

UMCom  has  available  a  package  of  15 
bo-second  public  service-type  ads  which 
can  be  bought  by  churches  to  air  on  their 
local  stations.  The  purpose  of  the 
television  message  is  to  “increase  United 
Methodist  visibility.” 

For  more  information,  or  to  order  the 
package,  write  or  call  Marketing 
Department,  United  Methodist 
Communications,  810  12th  Avenue,  South, 
Nashville,  TN  37203, 615-256-0530. 

UMW  voice  concern  about 
equal  rights  for  women 

CHICO,  Calif.  —  A  declaration  that 
‘ ‘ERA  is  not  dead' '  and  a  plea  for  support 
of  its  passage  in  Congress  and  for  pas¬ 
sage  of  other  current  legislation  of 
special  concern  to  women  were  voiced 
here  during  the  National  Seminar  of 
United  Methodist  Women  Aug.  12-19. 

In  a  theological  reflection,  the  Rev. 
Sharon  Rader  of  the  West  Michigan 
Conference  staff  said,  “We  should  become 
God's  women  in  the  world.  We  should  set 
our  vision  of  peace  and  justice,  and  then 
strategize  and  organize  our  resources  to 
achieve  it.  We  are  part  of  all  kinds  of 
systems  —  family,  community,  church, 
nation,  world  —  which  we  love  but  which 
we  may  need  to  challenge  so  they  may 
become  part  of  God’s  shalom." 

Participants  were  offered  practical 
advice  on  translating  their  concern  for 
justice  into  the  political  process. 

Anti-Christian  article  draws 
protest  from  decency  league 

TUPELO,  Miss.  <EP)  —  The  head  of 
the  National  Federation  for  Decency 
says  that  Time  and  CBS  owe  Christians  a 
public  apology  for  helping  sponsor  an 
anti-Christian  article  which  appeared  in 
the  August  issue  of  Mother  Jones 
magazine. 

“The  article  was  written  by  Art 
Levine,”  says  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
who  is  executive  director  of  the  NFD. 

“If  a  Christian  had  written  an  anti- 
Semitic  article  half  as  vicious  as  Mr. 
Levine’s  article  is  anti-Christian,  he 
would  have  been  barred  from  nearly 
every  printed  and  broadcast  media  in  the 
country." 

Time  and  CBS  had  full  page  ads  within 
the  magazine,  which  Mr.  Wildmon  said 
implies  sponsorship  of  the  offending 
article. 


Rural  caucus  shapes  strategy 

Group  ivants  structure  more  compatible  to  small-church  needs 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship 
(UMRF),  which  for  43  years  has 
championed  the  town-and-country  and 
small 7  membership  church,  continues 
strongly  in  that  role. 

Having  helped  to  shape  legislation  at 
the  jl980  General  Conference,  United 
Methodism’s  oldest  caucus,  though  they 
might  not  so  define  themselves,  has 
agreed  to  support  varied  proposals  to  the 
1984  General  Conference  next  May  in 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Painstakingly  worked  out  in  50  hours 
here  Aug.  30Sept.  l,  the  legislation  backed 
by  UMRF  leaders  is  in  nine  categories.  It 
ranges  from  doubling  the  number  of 
church  and  community  workers  to 
advocating  a  local  church  organization 
more  compatible  with  the  needs  and 
capabilities  of  small  membership 
churches. 

About  85  representatives  —  including 
pastors,  district  superintendents,  rural 
ministry  specialists,  seminary  students, 
church  executives  and  laypersons  — 
prepared  the  proposals  at  the  quad¬ 
rennial  UMRF  Legislative  Consul¬ 
tation.  They  mapped  an  intensive 
legislative  process  to  follow  both  before 
and  during  the  General  Conference.  All 
five  jurisdictions  were  represented,  and 
a  few  General  Conference  delegates 


were  present. 

General  agency  staff  members  invited 
to  address  the  consultation  reminded 
caucus  members  and  themselves  of  the 
rural  fellowship’s  constituency.  Studies 
cited  indicate  what  is  familiar  to  many: 
64  percent  of  United  Methodist  Churches 
have  less  than  200  members;  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  denomination’s  9.4  million 
members  are  in  such  congregations;  78 
percent  of  churches  and  51  percent  of 
members  are  in  areas  under  10,000 
population  (58  percent  of  churches  are  in 
areas  under  1,000);  60  percent  of 
churches  are  on  multiple  charges. 

Almost  100  separate  legislative 
proposals  were  approved  by  the 
cohsultation  by  consensus. 

Salary  increases  proposed 

The  caucus  proposed  doubling  the 
number  of  church  and  community 
workers  by  1990,  from  53  to  100;  raising 
their  minimum  salary  from  about  $10,000 
to  $16,000,  and  asking  the  church  to 
provide  the  needed  $7.2  million  to 
achieve  this  goal. 

It  would  make  the  Administrative 
Council  model  of  local  church 
organization,  which  combines  the 
administrative  and  program  functions  of 
the  Administrative  Board  and  Council  on 
Ministries,  co-equal  with  the  Administra¬ 


tive  Board/Council  on  Ministries  model, 
the  former  being  simpler  and  preferred 
by  most  smaller  membership  churches. 

The  caucus  asked  that  the  proposed 
missional  priority  approved  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM), 
“The  Church  Alive"  (working  title),  be 
adopted  for  1985-88  by  General 
Conference. 

The  caucus  proposed  expanding  the  vot¬ 
ing  rights  of  local  pastors  in  annual 
conferences.  It  would  give  them  the  vote 
on  constitutional  amendments  and  for 
delegates  to  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

The  caucus  petitioned  for  reinstate¬ 
ment  of  Rural  Life  Sunday  as  a  church¬ 
wide  special  day  and  proposed  adding 
another,  “Agricultural  Appreciation 
Sunday.” 

Health  legislation  advocated 

The  rural  fellowship  asked  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  influence  local, 
state  and  federal  legislation  to  improve 
delivery  of  health  and  other  human 
services  in  rural  areas. 

The  group  asked  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  prepare  a  document 
giving  special  attention  to  abuse,  neglect 
and  domestic  violence,  with  special 
attention  to  women  and  children,  in  rural 


Charismatic  fellowship  reports 
increasing  acceptance  in  church 


SAN  DIEGO  (UMNS)  -  The 
charismatic  renewal  is  receiving 
increasing  acceptance  by  mainline 
denominations,  but  the  church  has  yet  to 
fully  understand  what  God  is  trying  to 
say  through  the  movement,  Francis 
MacNutt,  a  Roman  Catholic,  told  United 
Methodists  here  at  a  national  gathering 
last  month. 

Approximately  1,800  from  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Korea  and  Australia 
attended  “Aldersgate  83,”  the  fifth 
national  conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Renewal  Services  Fellowship,  a  group 
affiliated  with  the  denomination's 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The 
conference  was  the  first  to  be  held  west 
of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  MacNutt.  who  with  his  wife  Judith 


directs  a  healing  ministry,  said  churches 
have  begun  to  say,  “These  people 
( charismatics )  aren’t  as  bad  as  we 
thought,”  or  “It  (the  charismatic 
experience)  seems  to  help  ‘that  kind  of 
person.’  ” 

But,  he  said,  the  message  of  the 
charismatic  movement  is  far  bigger  than 
individuals.  “The  message  is  Jesus  as 
savior,  as  redeemer,  as  healer.  And  it 
can’t  be  communicated  by  simply 
talking,”  he  said,  picking  up  a  theme 
repeated  by  several  speakers  that  the 
movement  is  more  than  words. 

Also  calling  for  more  than  words,  the 
Rev.  Leontine  Kelly,  evangelism 
executive  with  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
in  Nashville,  pointed  to  Jesus  who  was 
crucified  not  for  reading  scriptures  on 
healing  the  blind  and  freeing  the  captive 


but  "for  daring  to  live  it  out.” 

"This  Jesus  would  say  to  us  today  —  as 
we  claim  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  — 
that  it  is  the  same  Spirit,”  she  said.  “We 
are  either  channels  or  blocks.” 

Declaring  that  the  gospel  can’t  be 
divided  into  the  personal  and  social,  she 
said,  “The  healing  of  society  comes  from 
the  healing  of  the  church,  made  up  of 
individuals  who  permit  themselves  to  be 
channels  of  the  healing  of  God.  We  are 
healed  that  we  may  heal  the  world.” 

Ms.  Kelly  said  mainline  Christians 
have  developed  the  preaching  and 
teaching  ministries  of  Jesus  but  have  not 
followed  Jesus  into  the  healing  ministry. 
To  correct  that,  she  said  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  available  this  year 
a  study  of  the  healing  miracles  in  the 
Gospel  of  Luke. 


America. 

The  caucus  suggested  a  cluster  of 
legislative  proposals  to  strengthen, 
expand  and  improve  the  role  of 
cooperative  parish  ministries  in  such 
areas  as  leadership,  organization  and 
enhancing  of  ecumenical  relationships. 

It  requested  that  all  bishops,  district 
superintendents,  ordained  national  and 
conference  staff,  and  seminary 
professors  spend  time  during  study 
leave,  or  other  time,  as  pastors  of  local 
parishes,  preferably  small  membership 
churches  or  in  rural  settings,  toward  the 
goal  of  leadership. 

The  Rev.  Harold  McSwain,  Columbus, 
consultation  coordinator  and  executive 
director  of  the  Center  for  Town  and 
Rural  Ministries,  said,  “We  need  to 
realize  that  UMRF  petitions  are  on  an 
uphill  course.  Ours  are  among  thousands 
of  random  petitions  that  are  crying  foF 
attention  in  competition  with  highly 
polished  general  agency  petitions  which 
are  printed  in  the  advance  DCA  (“Daily 
Christian  Advocate”).  This  process 
speaks  to  the  importance  of  UMRF 
legislative  work  and  how  intentional  we 
must  be.” 


Bicentennial  Minute 


Bishop 

title 


rejected 


By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 
September  20,  1788,  John  Wesley 
included  this  portion  in  a  letter  to 
Francis  Asbury:  "How  can  you,  how 
dare  you  suffer  yourself  to  be  called  a 
Bishop?  I  shudder,  I  start  at  the  very 
thought!  Men  may  call  me  a  knave  or 
a  fool,  a  rascal,  a  scoundrel  and  I  am 
content:  but  they  shall  never,  by  my 
consent  call  me  a  bishop!  For  my 
sake,  for  God’s  sake,  for  Christ’s 
sake,  put  a  full  end  to  this!  Let  the 
Presbyterians  do  what  they  please, 
but  let  the  Methodists  know  their 
calling  better!” 


Japanese  Methodists  look  to  ’84 

Church  began  in  Chinese  Methodist  Mission 


By  DR.  LESTER  E.  SUZUKI 

In  1984  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
America  will  celebrate  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  -organizing  of  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  was  the 
first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
world,  because  the  British  Methodist 
Church  was  not  yet  organized,  according 
to  Halford  Luccock  and  Paul  Hutchinson. 

The  Methodist  Church  not  only  spread 
throughout  the  world  but  it  spread 
among  the  Japanese  immigrants  in 
America  and  Hawaii.  And  in  1984  the 
100th  Anniversary  of  the  First  Japanese 
Methodist  Church  will  be  celebrated.  It 
was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Kanichi 
Miyama,  the  first  immigrant  Japanese 
to  be  baptized  a  Christian. 

On  the  evening  of  Feb.  22, 1877,  Dr.  Otis 
Gibson,  superintendent  of  the  Chinese 
Methodist  Mission,  about  a  quarter  to 
nine,  confronted  Kanichi  Miyama  with 
the  final  question,  “Will  you  give  your 
whole  life  to  Jesus  Christ?”  The 
Japanese  samurai  answered  “yes”  and 
was  baptized  at  that  moment.  On 
October  6,  1877,  Kanichi  Miyama  helped 
organize  The  Gospel  Society,  and  this 
original  gospel  society  was  faithful  to  Dr. 
Otis  Gibson  and  the  Methodist  Church.  A 
branch  society,  called  Tyler  Gospel 
Society,  eventually  became  the 
Presbyterian  Japanese  Church.  In  the 
memoirs  of  Otis  Gibson,  Kanichi 
Miyama  was  “one  of  Dr.  Gibson's 
trophies  and  was  a  comfort  to  him  of  no 


usual  magnitude.” 

In  those  early  mission  days  among  the 
Chinese  and  Japanese  there  was  always 
a  hope  and  dream  that  indigenous  ethnic 
preachers  would  take  up  the  work.  That 
day  finally  came  for  the  Japanese  in  the 
person  of  Kanichi  Miyama  in  September, 
1884,  when  he  was  received  on  trial  in  the 
California  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  appointed  as 
associate  to  Dr.  Otis  Gibson  in  the 
Chinese  and  Japanese  Mission  (term 
used  in  the  Journal).  Since  1877  the 
Gospel  Society  group  had  kept  on  going, 
and  it  was  no  doubt  the  core  of  the 
worshipping  congregation  to  which 
Kanichi  Miyama  was  appointed. 

The  1880  journal  of  the  California 
Conference  states:  "That  we  recognize 
the  importance  of  the  work  initiated 
among  the  Japanese,  and  recommend 
that  our  missionaries  give  it  special  care 
as  one  that  promises  large  results  in  the 
future.”  The  1881  Journal  reports,  “The 
Japanese  are  becoming  more  interested, 
and  the  work  among  them  is  full  of 
promise,  and  the  gain  in  the  year  is 
encouraging.” 

The  1884  Journal  reports,  “The  Chinese 
and  Japanese  Mission  of  our  church  has 
stood  like  a  lighthouse  on  a  rock  since 
1868.” 

One  of  the  most  cheering  facts  set  forth 
in  the  report  is  the  unusual  success 
associated  with  the  work  among  the 
Japanese.  Many  had  been  converted  and 


Largest-ever  appeal 
launched  by  UMCOR 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  largest- 
ever  food  appeal  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  gone  into  high 
gear. 

A  mailing  announcing  the  $1  million 
appeal  was  sent  in  August  to  bishops, 
conference  council  directors,  district 
superintendents  and  mission 
chairpersons.  It  contains  detailed 
information  about  the  unique 
combination  of  natural  disasters,  civil 
wars  and  near  economic  collapse 
affecting  millions  of -people  in  Third 
World  nations.  A  poster  is  included 

United  Methodist  Churches  are  asked 
to  respond  to  the  Global  Food  Crisis 
through  the  Advance  by  sending  gifts 
earmarked  account  =982500-2.  The 
appeal  has  the  backing  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
and  the  Advance,  the  letter  notes 

The  UMCOR  campaign  is  part  of  a 
concerted  drive  for  $6.5  million 
announced  in  early  August  by  Church 
World  Service,  relief  and  rehabilitation 


arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
Of  this  total.  CWS  expects  to  get  surplus 
food  worth  at  least  $1  million  from  the 
U.S.  government  under  the  Food  for 
Peace  program. 

Funds  raised  through  the  appeal  will 
support  programs  mounted  by  churches 
and  agencies  in  Africa,  Latin  America. 
Asia,  the  Pacific  and  the  Middle  East. 
The  programs  provide  both  short-term 
emergency  relief  and  longer-term 
development  aid,  including  seeds  and 
tools,  digging  wells  and  strengthening 
irrigation  systems. 

At  least  $500,000  will  go  to  local  hunger 
programs  in  the  USA,  said  the  Rev  Paul 
McCleary.  head  of  CWS  and  a  United 
Methodist  minister. 

Since  the  beginning  of  1983,  CWS  has 
issued  a  number  of  emergency  appeals  to 
cover  natural  disasters  in  four  South 
American  countries,  Mozambique  and 
Ghana,  and  India  and  Pakistan.  These 
are  included  in  the  new  overall  appeal 


two  young  men  had  entered  the 
University  of  the  Pacific  intending  to 
complete  a  regular  classical  course, 
while  others  had  entered  the  public 
schools  of  San  Francisco  and  Oakland. 
Best  of  all,  one  who  is  spoken  of  as  a 
Barnabas,  “a  good  man,  full  of  faith  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,”  had  passed  his 
examination  and  been  recommended  for 
admission  on  trial  in  the  California 
Conference.  “Welcome!  Thrice 
welcome,  thou  native  son  of  the  land  of 
the  rising  sun’!”  This  “Barnabas”  was 
Kanichi  Miyama. 

The  1884  Annual  Conference  of  the 
California  Conference  appointed  Kanichi 
Miyama  to  do  Japanese  work  at  the 
Chinese  Methodist  Mission.  There  was  no 
Japanese  Mission  at  that  time.  This  is  the 
official  beginning  of  the  present  Pine 
Methodist  Church. 

When  Bishop  Merriman  Colbert  Harris 
was  appointed  to  the  Pacific  Japanese 
Mission  work,  he  came  to  an  existent 
congregation,  much  like  new  work  in 
more  recent  years  among  Taiwanese, 
Vietnamese,  Koreans,  and  Samoans 
taking  place  in  other  mostly-white 
churches. 

The  1885  Annual  Conference 
recommended  that  the  Chinese  and 
Japanese  Missions  be  divided.  On  motion 
of  H.  B.  Heacock,  $2,100  was  budgeted  for 
the  Japanese  Mission.  It  was  adopted.  By 


PEOPLE  WHO  CARE 


The  Rev.  Charles  M.  Cole  is  93 
years  old.  After  a  lifetime  as  a  United 
Methodist  pastor,  he  wrote.  "I  sought 
a  way  to  continue  my  annual  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  church.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Development  Fund  seemed  a 
logical  answer  and  a  God-sent 
opportunity  " 

UMDF  has  been  helping  start  new 
churches  for  23  years.  More  than 
1 900  congregations  in  all  50  states 
have  been  able  to  borrow  over  $  1 00 
million  in  low-interest  loans  because 
UMDF  was  there.  Investors  get  a 
9%  return  on  their  investment.  A 
certificate  costs  only  $100  You,  too. 
are  invited  to  participate  in  UMDF 
Write  for  information  to: 

Ms.  Nova  Langston 
United  Methodist 
Development  Fund 
Room  303-1  CU 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115  (212)  870  3856 


then  Dr.  Gibson,  who  had  suffered  a 
stroke  in  November  1984,  was  replaced 
by  Superintendent  Frederick  James 
Masters.  Kanichi  Miyama  remained  on 
trial  until  he  was  admitted  in  full 
connection  in  1887. 

In  1886  Merriman  Colbert  Harris  was 
transferred  from  the  Japan  Conference 
to  take  over  the  Japanese  Mission  work. 
A  budget  of  $8,410  was  adopted,  about 
half  that  of  the  Chinese  Mission  budget. 

By  1887  the  Oakland  Japanese  Mission 
was  started  by  M.  C.  Harris  and  Kanichi 
Miyama.  In  September  1877,  Kanichi 
Miyama  was  sent,  on  offerings  which 
came  from  the  slender  means  of  his 
countrymen  in  San  Francisco,  to  the 
Japanese  laborers  in  Hawaii.  There  he 
established  the  first  Japanese  Methodist 
Church  in  Hawaii  with  38  members.  Thus 
the  Hawaii  Mission  was  started  by  the 
Pacific  Japanese  Mission. 

M.  C.  Harris  became  a  missionary 
bishop  in  1904  and  returned  to  Japan.  His 
successors  were  Herbert  Buell  Johnson, 
Frank  Herron  Smith,  John  B.  Cobb,  Sr., 
Channing  Richardson  and  Taro  Goto.  In 
1964  the  Pacific  Japanese  Provisional 
Conference  merged  with  the  existing 
geographical  conferences.  Half  of  all  the 
Japanese  churches  now  belong  to  the 
California-Nevada  Annual  Conferences. 

Dr.  Suzuki  is  a  retired  member  of  the 
California-Nevada  Annual  Conference. 


THE  FINEST 
PECANS! 


•  For  FUND  RAISING 

•  For  BUSINESS  GIFTS 


Meaty,  flavorful  new  crop  pecans,  all 
picked  with  care  from  our  Georgia 
proves,  processed  and  shipped  fresh 
from  our  spotless  plant. 

ACE  PECAN  is  your  direct  source  for  a 
complete  variety  of  nufmeats  — 
walnuts,  pistachios,  almonds,  cashews, 
brazils  and  mixed  nuts  There  is  nothing 
in  your  local  grocery  store  that  com¬ 
pares  in  size,  quality  and  just-picked 
reshness! 


WRITE  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION! 

Brochure,  Wholesale  Prices.  How  To 
Sell"  Brochure  and  Sample  Otter  Learn 
how  organizations  profit  with  our  fund- 
raising  program! 


Ninth  and  Harris  Street 
Dept  230 
P  O  Box  65 

Cordele.  Georgia  31015 
Call  TOLL  FREE  1-800-323-0775  Dept  230 
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Louisiana  Delegation  Nominates  Hearn  For  Episcopacy 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Senior  Pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  unaiimously  selected  as 
Louisiana’s  candidate  for  the  episcopacy 
by  the  General/Jurisdictional  delegates, 
meeting  at  Bunkie  on  September  13th. 

Dr.  Hearn  was  nominated  by  Rev. 
Kirby  Vining,  Senior  Pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe,  who 
spoke  not  only  of  their  long  friendship, 
but  of  the  unusual  qualities  of  leadership 
which  he  has  brought  to  the  Conference 
and  General  Church,  and  will  bring  to  the 
episcopacy.  His  nomination  was 
seconded  by  Elizabeth  McGowen,  a 
member  of  the  delegation  and 
Chairperson  of  the  Administrative  Board 
of  Dr.  Hearn’s  church.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes 
made  a  seconding  speech  affirming  the 
qualities  and  gifts  of  the  Louisiana 
candidate.  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth, 
Chairperson  of  the  delegation,  also 
expressed  the  confidence  and  joy  of  the 
group  in  Dr.  Hearn’s  nomination. 

In  his  remarks  accepting  the 
nomination  and  honor  bestowed  upon 
him,  Dr.  Hearn  stated  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  had  always  been  good 
to  him  and  found  a  place  of  ministry  for 
his  gifts  and  energies.  He  went  on,  “If  I 
should  not  be  elected  to  the  episcopacy, 
the  Church  will  find  another  place  of 
service  for  me,  but  I  would  always  be 
grateful  for  the  honor  you  have  bestowed 
upon  me.” 

Dr.  Hearn,  now  in  his  10th  year  as 
Senior  Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 


Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 


Church,  Baton  Rouge,  serves  as  the 
Chair  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and  for  the 
last  eight  years  has  been  a  member  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Although  a  popular  and  well-respected 
member  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
of  the  past,  Dr.  Hearn  took  himself  out  of 
consideration  for  the  episcopacy  at  Little 
Rock  in  1980,  in  order  to  fully  support  the 
Louisiana  candidate.  Dr.  W.  T.  Handy. 
Dr.  Handy  was  elected  bishop  and  now 
serves  the  two  Missouri  Conferences 
from  his  St.  Louis  headquarters. 


Persons ,  Churches  Sc  Events 

Rev.  Ted  Standley  was  one  of  222  graduates  at  the  May  22  Commencement  at 
the  University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tennessee.  Ted  was  one  of  five  graduates 
receiving  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree.  His  doctoral  project  was  entitled  From 
Penance  to  Reconciliation:  A  Way  for  United  Methodists.  The  project  offers  a 
text  for  a  Rite  of  Reconciliation  for  use  in  United  Methodist  Churches.  This  Rite 
is  presently  being  studied  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section  on  Worship. 
Dr.  Hoyt  Hickman,  Chairperson.  The  Westlake  United  Methodist  Church  gave  a 
reception  in  honor  of  their  pastor  and  family  in  recognition  of  the  conferring  of 
the  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree. 

*  *  * 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Franklin  recently  honored  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Hurley  with  a  reception  celebrating  their  golden  wedding  anniversary. 
The  Sunday  School,  the  United  Methodist  Women  and  other  friends  gathered  to 
show  their  love  and  appreciation  to  the  Hurleys  on  their  special  day. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hurley  served  the  church  from  1956-1963.  Later,  when  a  retired 
pastor’s  home  was  constructed  in  Franklin  they  returned  to  make  their  home  in 
the  community  again. 

Guests  came  to  the  reception  from  all  the  churches  they  have  served  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


Special  Offering  for  the  Texas 
Conference  Hurricane  Fund 
Sunday,  Spetember  25 


Change  In 
Appointments 


South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Office 
Gets  New  Home 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  announced 
the  following  appointments,  effective 
September  15.  1983: 

Napoleon  Ave.  Church,  New  Orleans: 
Rev.  Melvin  T.  Turnage: 


Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs:  Rev. 
Charles  D.  Beach: 


First  UM  Church.  Lafayette  Associate: 
Rev.  William  V.  Sirman.  (Retired): 


Disability  Leave:  Rev.  Dale  Lyons 


The  office  of  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  have  a  “new  home”  by  November  1, 
1983.  Cokesbury  is  constructing  a  new-  re¬ 
tail  book  store  at  6155  Samuell  Blvd.,  Dal¬ 
las.  Texas.  Additional  floor  space  is 
being  made  possible  to  provide  office 
space  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  offices. 

Location  of  the  new  facility  is  just 
across  East  R.L.  Thornton  Freeway 
from  the  building  where  the  present 
Jurisdictional  office  is  housed.  The  free¬ 
way  is  also  Interstate  1-30  and  1-20,  a 
short  distance  from  635  (LBJ  freeway) 
that  encircles  the  city  of  Dallas. 


Letter  To  The  Editor 


Dear  Mr.  Fleming: 

A  letter  written  by  Richard  Dunham  of 
Conneaut.  Ohio  and  published  by  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  on  September 
2.  indicates  to  me  that  favor  is  implied 
toward  homosexuals  in  some  of  the 
Methodist  Churches. 

The  Bible  says  that  “man  cannot  live 
by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 
(Matt.  4:4). 

The  Word  of  God  makes  it  very  clear 
that  homosexuality  is  an  abomination  to 
the  Lord  (Rom.  1:24-32.  Isa.  5:20.  I  Cor. 
6:9-1 1 .  Gen.  6:6-11).  Pro.  14:12  says. 
"There  is  a  way  that  seemeth  right  to 
man  but  the  end  thereof  is  death.”  and 


Rom.  8:7  tells  us  that  the  carnal  mind  on 
thoughts  are  at  enmity  with  God  or 
hostile  toward  God  ( Amp.  B. ) 

The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  God  for  God  is  a  Spirit  and  those 
that  worship  him  must  do  so  in  spirit  and 
truth.  John  4:24. 

I  believe  His  Word  is  the  inerrant  truth 
and  for  the  Church  to  publish  anything 
contrary  to  His  Word  is  heresy  and  error. 

If  Jesus  is  Lord.  He  should  have  final 
authority  (say)  over  what  is  published  on 
the  Church's  behalf. 

In  His  Service. 

Gloria  Steele 

Monroe.  La 


Louisiana  State  Baptist  Convention 
Is  Received  As  Member  of  LIC 


The  Louisiana  Baptist  State 
Convention  was  received  as  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  at 
the  Board  of  Directors  meeting  held 
September  19-20.  The  business  meeting 
began  at  4:00  p.m.  at  the  Prince  Murat 
Inn  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  formal 
reception  of  the  Baptist  group  was  held  in 
a  worship  service  at  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  at  7:30  p.m.  on 
September  19.  Bishop  Stanley  J.  Ott  of 
the  Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge  gave  the 
homily,  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  President  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  and  presiding 
Bishop  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana,  officially  received  the  new 
group.  Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison,  President  of 
the  Louisiana  State  Convention 
responded.  Dr.  David  Culbert  served  as 
Organist  and  Choir  Master  for  the 
worship  service. 

The  business  session  of  the  Louisiana 


Interchurch  Conference  continued  the 
next  morning  at  9:0D  a.m.  and  concluded 
at  12  noon. 

The  reception  of  the  Baptist  group 
makes  a  total  of  twenty  denominations  or 
church  groups  as  members  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference.  The 
membership  includes  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion,  American 
Lutheran  Church,  Christian  Church, 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  two  dioceses  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  the  two 
Presbyteries  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  the 
six  dioceses  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  United  Church  of  Christ,  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  James  L.  Stovall  is  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference. 


Conference  Calendar 
September -October  1 983 


September,  1983 

22-23  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries,  Dallas 
24  COSROW,  Headquarters  Building,  9:30  a.m. 

24  BGM  Committee  Mtg.,  FUMC,  Alexandria.  10:00  a.m. 

27  Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-La fayette  District  Confirmation 
Workshop,  University  UMC,  9:00  a.m. 

27  Episcopal  Committee.  Headquarters  Building,  10:30  a.m. 

28  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  3rd  Floor,  10:00 
a.m. 

28  Bicentennial  History  Committee.  Headquarters  Bldg.,  2:00  p.m. 

28  New  Orleans-Houma,  New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Confirmation 
Workshops.  FUMC,  9:00  a.m. 

29  Lake  Charles  District  Confirmation  Workshop.  9:00  a.m. 

October,  1983 

1  Hunger  Educational  Event.  FUMC.  Alexandria.  9:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

1  Board  of  Discipleship,  Headquarters  Bldg..  10:00  a.m. 

2  WORLD  COMMUNION  SUNDAY 

3  Information  Workshop  for  Persons  in  Diaconal  Careers,  FUMC, 
Alexandria.  10:00  a.m. 

4  Methodist  Children's  Home  Board  Meeting,  Ruston,  10:00  a.m. 

4-6  International  Growth  Seminar,  Camp  Istrouma,  Continuing  Education 
Comm,  on  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

8  Council  on  Ministries  Program  Planning  Meeting,  FUMC.  Baton  Rouge. 
10:00  a.m. 

9  "Study  on  Revelation"  by  John  Holbert,  Broadmoor  UMC 

11  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.. 

10:30  a.m. 

13  Centenary  Church  Council,  Meadows  Museum,  9:00  a.m. 

13  Conference  Arrangements  Committee  Meeting,  Centenary,  2:00  p.m. 

15  United  Methodist  Women  District  Elected  Leaders  Training.  Alexandria 
15  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board.  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

20  Centenary  College  Board  Trustees.  Centenary,  Noon 
29  Theological  Reflection  Day,  BOM  Comm,  on  Min.  Tr.  &  Orders 

29  Board  of  Laity,  FUMC,  Pineville.  Committees  —  10:30  a.m.;  Board 
Mtg.  —  1:00  p.m. 

30  Methodist  Children's  Home  Open  House  Celebration.  75  years.  Ruston 
30-31  Wally  White  Lectures,  FUMC.  Alexandria 


in  Leadership 
EVERY  DAY 


October  9  has  bv<m  designated  as  Laity  Sunday  in  United  Methodist  Churches 
throughout  the  country. 

Laity  in  Leadership  Means  Every  Day  is  the  theme  for  this  special  time  to  telebrute 
the  everyday  ministries  of  the  laity. 

Paula  Johnston.  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  Lay  Leader,  said  she  hopes  that 
churches  throughout  the  conference  will  lift  up  the  importance  o//aitv  in  life  of  the 
church. " 

IN  THE  INTERPRETER  issue  uf  July  August  1983  there  is  a  resource  guide  for 
Laity  Sunday.  In  an  article  cnlillett  "Servant's  Entrance "  the  stories  office  United 
Methodists  who  have  discovered  that  Laity  in  Leadership  Means  Every  Day  are  told 
Jill  McCormick,  a  Iti  year  old  member  of  the  Arvyida  United  Methodist  Church,  is  one 
of  the  live  persons  featured 


Chairlift  Purchased  At  St.  James 

The  Saint  James  United  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport,  recently  purchased  a  chair 
lift  so  that  elderly  and/or  handicapped  persons  may  worship  with  Shreveport's  oldest 
Black  congregation.  Shown  in  the  above  picture,  reading  from  left  to  right,  are: 
Thomas  N.  Robinson.  Chairperson  of  Finance  Committee;  Henry  Woodard.  Church 
Trustee;  Richard  G.  Stewart,  Sr.,  Chairperson  of  the  Trustee  Board:  Mrs.  Ruby  S. 
Rye,  Secretary  of  the  Trustee  Board:  Thomas  E.  Oliver,  Church  Trustee;  and  James 
A.  Graham.  Pastor.  (Reported  by  Mrs.  Ethel  D.  Brown,  Coordinator  of 
Communications) 


New  Facilities  To  Be 


Dedicated  At  Welsh  Memorial 


New  church  facilities  are  to  be 
dedicated  at  Vinton.  Louisiana  on 
Sunday,  September  25,  1983.  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  will  preside  over  the 
dedication  of  the  new  worship  and 
educational  facilities  of  the  Welsh 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Vinton  during  the  morning  worship 
service,  which  begins  at  10:30  a.m.  The 
theme  of  Bishop  Shamblin's  sermon  will 
be.  "A  Glory  to  Celebrate.” 

Assisting  Bishop  Shamblin  will  be  Dr. 


Jack  Cooke.  Superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District 

Following  the  dedication  and  worship 
hour,  the  noon  meal  will  be  served  in 
Fellow-ship  Hall 

At  2:00  p.m.  Bishop  Shamblin  and  Dr. 
Cooke  w  ill  be  joined  by  James  H.  King. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  of  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons,  and  members  of  Vinton  Lodge 
=  364.  for  the  laying  of  the  wall  plaque  in 
the  exterior  wall  of  the  new  building. 


Associate  Members  and 
Local  Pastors  Organize 


An  organizational  meeting  of  all 
Associate  Members  and  Full  Time  Local 
Pastors  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  was 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Pineville.  on  Saturday.  September  3  The 
group  shared  in  an  open  forum  their  past, 
present,  and  hopes  for  the  future. 

The  group  decided  to  organize  a 
Fellow-ship  of  Associate  Members  and 


Full  Time  Local  Pastors  in  order  to  be 
more  effective  Rev  Leo  Beck  was 
elected  Chairman;  Rev.  John  Oldham. 
Vice-Chairman:  and  Rev.  Gordon  Smith 
was  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Those  wishing  to  join  this  Fellowship 
are  requested  to  contact  Rev.  Leo  Beck 
at  Berw  ick.  Louisiana 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Helping  people  know  Christ  best 
way  to  combat  biblical  illiteracy 


It  may  no  longer  seem  like  news  to 
some  of  us.  But  that  is  all  the  more 
reason  to  take  seriously  pollster  George 
Gallup's  recent  description  of  a 
“shocking”  ignorance  of  the  Bible 
among  American  adults. 

Mr.  Gallup  pointed  to  one  finding  in 
particular  which  illustrates  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation:  Although 
eight  out  of  10  persons  polled  by  his 
organization  consider  themselves 
Christians,  only  four  out  of  10  know  that 
Jesus  delivered  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount. 

One  could  reasonably  argue  that  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  contains  the  core  of 
Jesus’  moral  teachings  to  His  followers. 
In  just  three  chapters  of  Matthew’s 
gospel  —  chapters  five  through  seven  — 
are  found  those  teachings  which  most 
distinguish  Jesus'  message  from  both  the 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  500  member- 
families  of  the  Holiday  Park  UMC  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Pittsburgh 
we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor  .  " 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Old  Testament  prophets  and  other 
religious  teachers  of  His  day.  It  is  in¬ 
conceivable  to  us  that  anyone  who 
professes  to  be  a  Christian  should  not 
also  know  something  of  the  content,  the 
source  and  the  significance  of  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount. 

Mr.  Gallup’s  findings  appear  to 
document  the  church’s  failure  to  com¬ 
municate  adequately  the  roots  and  the 
sources  of  our  faith  —  both  to  our  own 
children  and  to  those  who  stand  outside 
the  church.  As  a  result,  countless  num¬ 
bers  of  persons  who  should  know  better 
have  little  awareness  of  who  our  Lord 
was  —  and  is  —  and  why  His  teachings 
continue  to  be  relevant. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  influence  of 
the  church  on  both  society  and  in¬ 
dividuals  appears  to  be  on  the  decline  in 
many  areas?  Without  an  awareness  and 
acknowledgement  of  Christ  as  the  source 
of  our  faith  and  action,  we  who  call  our¬ 
selves  Christians  are  at  best  “good 
people."  As  such,  neither  our  words  nor 
our  actions  fully  reflect  the  power  of  per¬ 
sons  who  know  their  convictions  to  be 
rooted  in  the  truth  of  God. 

Mr.  Gallup’s  findings  deserve  a  high 
priority  response.  The  comprehensive 
Bible  study  developed  by  the  bishops  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  one  such 
effort  in  this  direction,  and  is  worthy  of 
wide  usage  by  local  churches.  Numerous 
other  excellent  resources  are  available 
for  group  and  individual  Bible  study. 

In  addition  to  more  intensive  Bible 
study,  we  in  the  church  should  redouble 
our  efforts  to  help  people  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  unique  personal  revealer  of 
God’s  will  for  human  life.  We  can  no 
longer  assume  just  because  people  are 
church  members,  or  call  themselves 
Christians,  that  they  have  an  informed 
and  vital  relationship  to  Christ,  or  that 
they  know  what  is  required  of  His 
followers.  Our  witness  to  God’s  self- 
revelation  to  us  through  Christ  is 
probably  the  best  way  we  have  of  en¬ 
couraging  others  to  become  biblically 
literate. 


Here  I  Stand 

Christians  should  spread  message 
of  peace  and  love  to  Soviet  people 


SEPTEMBER  23.  19tU 


Wter  all  s  been  said*  read 
Jesus  i§  still  tlVtnediunb 
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By  GREGORY  I.  YASINITSKY 
It  is  very  painful  and  even  frightening 
to  read  and  to  hear  what  some  people  in 
our  country  are  saying  about  nuclear 
war,  as  a  possibility,  and  with  the  hope  to 
win  it  in  spite  of  50  million  expected 
casualties.  It  sounds  more  like  a  crazy 
and  absolutely  inhuman  idea. 

Jonathan  Schell  in  the  beginning  of  his 
book  “The  Fate  of  the  Earth"  says: 
“Since  July  16, 1945,  when  the  first  atomic 
bomb  was  detonated  at  the  Trinity  test 
site,  near  Alamagordo,  New  Mexico, 
mankind  has  lived  with  nuclear  weapons 
in  its  midst.  Each  year  the  number  of 
bombs  has  grown,  until  now  there  are 

My  Wittiess 


some  50,000  warheads  in  the  world, 
possessing  the  explosive  yield  of  roughly 
600,000  times  the  yield  of  the  bomb  that 
was  dropped  by  the  United  States  on  the 
city  of  Hiroshima,  in  Japan  .  .  .  These 
bombs  were  built  as  ‘weapons’  for  ‘war’ 
They  are  a  pit  into  which  the  whole 
world  can  fall.” 

Once  President  Dwight  Eisenhower 
wrote  in  a  letter  in  1957  that  “one  day 
both  sides  would  have  to  meet  at  the  con¬ 
ference  table  with  the  understanding  that 
the  era  of  armament  has  ended,  and  the 
human  race  must  conform  its  actions  to 
this  truth  or  die.” 

In  late  1981  the  Soviet  government 


‘Tell  your  accusers  that  you  like  the  rain’ 


By  HOWARD  S.  DAVIS 

I  think  I  may  best  treat  the  subject  of 
“staying  young”  by  making  you  acquain¬ 
ted  with  a  92-year-old  widow  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  retaining  her  youth.  A  few 
years  ago,  I  met  her  down  in  Augusta, 
Georgia,  in  a  residential  hotel,  where  the 
guests  lived  in  apparent  comfort,  but  had 
few  luxuries. 

Fortunately,  Mrs.  Ames’  eyesight  was 
good  and  she  spent  her  spare  time  in 
reading  and  knitting  clothing  for 
children,  which  was  given  to  an 
organization  to  be  distributed  among  the 
poor.  She  read  —  chiefly  religious 
literature  and  reports  of  the  latest  ad¬ 
vancements  in  the  study  of  medical 
science  and  of  human  behavior. 

She  said  to  me,  “I  just  can’t  stand  old 
people.”  I  looked  at  her  in  speechless 
amazement.  Given  a  little  time,  I  sup¬ 
pose  I  would  have  responded  with:  “Who 
lo  you  think  YOU  are?”  But  she 
lastened  to  explain  what  she  meant  by 
he  term  “old.” 

She  referred  to  the  people  who  had 
loured  on  life  and  become  chronic 
(Touches;  those  who  blamed  circum¬ 
stances  or  other  people  for  their  failures 


in  life;  those  who  felt  sorry  for  themselves 
because  they  were  no  longer  needed;  and 
those  who  were  just  waiting  and  dreading 
to  die.  She  included  also  the  people  who 
take  themselves  too  seriously  and  can  no 
longer  laugh  at  themselves,  and  those 
who  let  the  vicissitudes  of  life  get  them 
down  and  refuse  to  get  up  again. 

It  was  apparent  that  Mrs.  Ames 
thanked  God  for  His  goodness  throughout 
her  life.  I  wondered  just  what  her  life  had 
been  like.  From  what  she  and  others  told 
me,  I  learned  that  she  had  her  share  of 
hardships,  the  trials  and  sorrows  of  life 
as  well  as  the  comforts,  the  joys  and  the 
triumphs.  She  had  reared  five  children 
and  had  buried  one  at  age  16;  undergone 
major  surgery  four  times,  once  for  can¬ 
cer;  and  her  husband  died  12  years 
before.  She  had  always  been  a  hard 
worker,  responsive  to  the  needs  of 
others,  and  generous. 

I  was  anxious  to  know  just  what  she 
thought  about  death  —  if  it  was  a  taboo 
subject,  a  matter  of  blind  faith,  or  what. 
She  let  me  know  that  it  was  neither  of 
these.  She  said  that  she  loved  life  and 
looked  upon  each  day  as  a  great  adven¬ 
ture,  but  still  she  thought  that  death  might 


well  be  the  greatest  adventure  of  all. 

She  had  read  one  of  Elizabeth  Kubler- 
Ross’  books  on  the  subject  of  death.  Dr. 
Kubler-Ross,  a  medical  doctor,  had 
majored  on  consultation  with  people  who 
were  at  or  near  the  point  of  death  and  had 
helped  many  to  gain  a  sane  and  healthy 
attitude  toward  death.  Her  conclusion 
was  that  “Death  can  and  should  be  a  gen¬ 
tle  companion.”  Mrs.  Ames  agreed. 

What  more  can  be  said  about  retaining 
youth  even  in  old  age?  Keep  the  enthusiasm 
of  youth.  Look  upon  each  day  as  a  great 
adventure.  And  believe  there  is  some¬ 
thing  out  there  in  the  future  that’s  grand¬ 
er  than  anything  you  ever  dreamed  of. 

Maybe  you  will  say,  “What  can  I  do? 
With  surgery  after  surgery,  or  crippling 
arthritis  or  a  stroke?  All  this  gets  me 
down.”  Maybe,  but  for  goodness’  sake, 
you  don’t  have  to  stay  down. 

You  may  be  accused  of  not  having 
enough  sense  to  come  in  out  of  the  rain, 
but  you  tell  your  accusers  that  you  like  the 
rain  and  that’s  why  you  don’t  come  in. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  How¬ 
ard  S.  Davis,  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Yellowstone  Annual  Conference  who 
resides  in  Denver,  Colorado. 


Outstanding  UMC  evangelist  should  be  better  known 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  indeed  for  the  column 
“History  Will  Deal  With  ‘Evangelist  To 
The  World’  ”  in  the  Aug.  19  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  I  have  loved,  admired,  prayed 
for,  and  tried  to  help  in  humble  ways  this 
great  man  of  God  since  his  ministry  first 
came  to  my  attention  in  1949.  His  in¬ 
creasingly  effective  and  wide  spread 
ministry  has  been  perhaps  the  most 
astonishing  and  encouraging  Christian 
phenomenon  of  our  century . 

I  write  to  call  your  attention  to  one  of 
Billy  Graham’s  associate  evangelists 
who  is  a  United  Methodist.  I  feel  that  the 
fact  that  a  United  Methodist  is  a  close 
friend  and  associate  of  Billy  Graham  is 
something  of  which  all  United  Methodists 
can  be  proud.  However,  I  am  afraid  that 
too  few  UM’s  know  about  him  and  his 
ministry.  I  speak  of  Dr.  Akbar  Avdul 
Haqq,  associate  evangelist.  Dr.  Haqq,  a 
native  of  India,  has  been  for  many  years 
a  highly  valued  and  effective  member  of 
Billy  Graham’s  team.  The  central  thrust 
of  his  ministry  is  evangelism  in  India, 
though  he  works  in  many  other  places, 
including  our  own  country.  He  told  me 
recently  that  in  12  years  his  campaigns  in 
India  have  recorded  over  90,000  decisions 
for  Christ. 

Mr.  Haqq  makes  his  home  in  Burns¬ 
ville,  Minn,,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Minnesota  conference.  His  chief  assis¬ 
tant,  the  Rev.  Walter  Grist,  is  also  a 
United  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the 
Minnesota  conference. 

My  friendship  with  this  great 
evangelist  dates  from  the  years  when  I 
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served  as  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Church, 
United  Methodist,  in  Minneapolis. 
During  that  time.  Dr.  Haqq  had  his 
charge  conference  membership  in  that 
church,  and  his  wife  and  children  were 
members.  We  became  warm  friends,  and 
I  learned  what  a  devoted  lover  and  ser¬ 
vant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  this  highly 
intelligent  and  highly  trained  evangelist 
is.  No  preacher  I  have  heard  is  his  equal 
in  his  grasp  and  exposition  of  God’s 
Word.  He  is  very  high  on  my  list  of 
beloved  friends  —  he  preached  the  ser¬ 
mon  at  the  funeral  of  my  beloved  first 
wife  Ruth  and  two  years  later,  came  all 
the  way  to  Tennessee  to  officiate  at  the 
wedding  of  Joyce,  my  present  wife,  and 
myself.  If  he  outlives  me,  he  will  preach 
my  funeral  sermon. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  fine  thing  for  the 
Reporter  to  publish  an  article  on  the  per¬ 
son  and  work  of  this  outstanding  United 
Methodist  evangelist,  and  inform  our 
people  of  his  connection  with  us. 

Joseph  H.  Grostephan 

Unicoi,  Tennessee 

Other  side  of  Salvadoran 
situation  presented 

To  the  Editor: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  reply  to 
some  of  the  disturbing  thoughts  reflected 
in  David  Jaeger’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  on  El  Salvador  (UMR,  Aug.  26). 

I  have  no  illusions,  nor  does  the  U.S. 
government,  regarding  the  human  rights 
record  of  the  present  evil  regime  in  El 
Salvador.  But  the  record  of  the  estimated 
40,000  dead  and  missing  falls  a  little  short 
of  the  estimated  4,000,000  dead  and  miss¬ 
ing  in  Kampuchea  (Cambodia  )  after  two 
“communist,”  “leftist”  or  “Marxist” 
labeled  liberations  and  the  following 
pacifications  —  all  done,  as  Mr.  Jaeger 
explained,  with  “only  a  small  portion 
who  actually  could  be  identified  by  this 
red  flag  label." 

Of  course  there  are  differences  in  con¬ 
ditions,  but  the  end  results  will  be  the 
same  if  the  rebels  succeed.  The  few  who 
can  wear  the  “red”  label  know  exactly 
what  they  are  fighting  for  but  the 
majority  who  can  neither  read  nor  write 
only  know  what  they  are  fighting  against. 
This  is  the  formula  for  having  the  right 
people  in  the  key  positions  when  suc¬ 
cessful  changes  are  made. 

As  for  negotiations;  if  it  is  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  communist-backed  rebels, 
they  might  possibly  consent  to  talk;  if  it 
isn’t,  they  won’t.  Human  rights  will  not 
be  very  heavy  on  the  minds  of  folk  who 
detonate  land  mines  under  buses  full  of 
citizens  to  get  the  government’s  at¬ 
tention. 

Another  point  by  Mr.  Jaeger  that  was 
rather  naive  was  his  statement  that  the 
Catholic  church  was  to  be  considered 
“the  surely  disinterested  party  in  El 
Salvador.”  For  400  years,  the  Catholic 
church  in  Central  America  supported 
repressive  tyrants  in  every  form  as  long 
as  they  enforced  the  church’s  exclusive 
franchise  on  controlling  the  ignorance 
and  superstition  of  the  populace  by 
prohibiting  the  establishment  of 
Protestant  missionary  schools  and  chur¬ 
ches.  Only  since  the  increase  of  media 
communications,  and  exposure  to  out¬ 
side  influences  have  brought  a  degree  of 
worldly  knowledge  to  the  illiterate  lower 
class  has  the  church  become  so  disin¬ 
terested"  in  politics.  It's  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church’s  shame  that  50  percent  of 
the  people  are  still  illiterate  and  many  still 
believe  the  local  priest  has  the  power  to 
condemn  a  soul  to  eternal  damnation 


If  there  are  any  among  us  that  think  a 
small  nation  in  today’s  world  can,  with  its 
own  resources,  without  outside  in¬ 
terference,  overthrow  its  government 
and  stabilize  the  resulting  turmoil,  that 
person  needs  to  spend  a  lot  of  time 
praying  for  understanding  and  studying 
world  history  and  current  events! 

Billy  McCool 
Gustine,  Texas 

Jaeger  article  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  David  K.  Jaeger’s  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  Aug.  26  “Here  I  Stand”  which 
calls  on  United  Methodists  to  oppose 
tyranny  in  El  Salvador. 

Mr.  Jaeger  questions  to  what  extent 
the  current  government  in  El  Salvador 
can  really  be  considered  a  friend,  since 
this  friendship  seems  to  nullify  those 
values  which  show  genuine  regard  for 
human  beings. 

I  am  grateful  that  so  many  Americans 
are  learning  not  to  be  manipulated  by  the 
dropping  of  such  words  as  “communist” 
and  “leftist.”  Even  so,  our  legislators 
are  quite  vulnerable  to  such  name- 
dropping,  and  they  easily  fall  back  into 
acting  like  King  George  at  the  time  of  the 
American  Revolution.  We  can  help  them 
by  becoming  a  more  mature  con¬ 
stituency  —  people  who  do  not  gasp  and 
cease  all  critical  thinking  when  we  hear 
those  names  thrown  around. 

Rae  Wilken 

Canoga  Park,  California 

Conservatives  ‘harrassed’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Cheers  for  Elizabeth  Richman  (UMR 
“Letters,”  Aug.  26).  Even  as  an 
evangelical  Christian  rather  than  a  non¬ 
believer,  my  move  into  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  accompanied  by  the 
clear  message  that  my  conservative 
political  convictions  are  not  “really” 
acceptable  in  Methodism.  It  is  well 
enough  to  talk  of  pluralism,  but  that 
pluralism  doesn’t  extend  to  “Reagan 
Republicans”  unless  they  keep  their 
mouths  shut  on  social  issues. 

No  one  actually  says  to  the  initiate, 
“shut  up  or  leave,”  but  the  conservative 
is  offered  books  such  as  “Reagonomics: 
A  War  on  the  Poor."  On  the  other  hand, 
one  never  reads  a  United  Methodist 
source  pondering  why  public  welfare 
policies  of  the  past  20  long  years  have  not 
been  able  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  poor 
in  our  midst. 

The  conservative  sees  abundant 
indictments  of  joblessness  in  United 
Methodist  periodicals,  but  never  an 
analysis  of  the  disproportionate  suffering 
the  poor  endured  with  inflation  (the  poor 
cannot  shelter  their  money  by  buying 
Swiss  gold;  they  must  spend  it).  There  is 
sufficient  scorn  for  the  U.S.  and  its 
“puppets,”  but  not  a  breath  about,  say. 
the  Sandinistas,  who  have  killed  political 
liberty  and  bought  the  acquiescence  of 
the  masses  with  bread  lines  and  jobs  in 
the  army  and  placated  foreign  liberals 
by  “making  the  trains  run  on  time." 

It  is  therefore  no  surprise  at  all  that  we 
read  in  the  Reporter  of  United  Methodist 
agencies  threatening  labor  unions  if  the 
AFL-CIO  doesn’t  silence  critic  David 
Jessup  (see  UMR,  Aug.  26).  It  is  no 
surprise  that  the  threat  is  to  withhold 
(the  usual)  United  Methodist 
endorsement  of  “labor’s  ‘liberal’ 
domestic  goals.”  Nor  is  it  remarkable 
that  the  union  is  punished  for  its  “refusal 
so  far  to  stop  ...  the  IRD,”  an  entirely 
independent,  private,  ecumenical 
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institute  Mr.  Jessup  helped  establish  to 
point  out  liberal  excesses  in  mainline 
church  bureaucracies.  This  harassment 
of  conservatives  is  not  surprising 
because  intolerance  is  what  one  expects 
of  people  who  consider  themselves  the 
exclusive  guardians  of  righteousness  — 
the  only  “real”  Christians. 

The  unmistakable  message  to 
conservatives  entering  the  United 
Methodist  circle  is  that  only  liberal 
solutions  are  deemed  scriptural  and 
godly,  and  by  extension,  that 
conservative  responses  must  be 
presumed  debased  and  sinful.  Indeed,  in 
this  environment,  if  Elizabeth  Richman 
finds  it  difficult  to  evangelize  her 
conservative  friends,  I  admire  her 
immensely,  since  I  would  have  guessed 
the  task  to  be  impossible. 

Lee  McMullin 
Maben,  Mississippi 

Column,  editorial 
well-received 

To  the  Editor: 

A  brief  note  to  thank  you  for  the 
especially  fine  issue  of  August  12.  I  found 
it  inspiring,  informative,  and  thought- 
provoking. 

I  particularly  appreciated  Beverly 
Roberson  Jackson’s  article  headlined 
“What  have  they  done  to  my  song”  in  the 
“Here  I  Stand"  column.  1  share  her 
distress  at  the  many  and  wide-spread 
distortions  of  the  Gospel  message,  but  I 
could  not  have  expressed  it  nearly  so  well. 

I  also  admire  the  writers  of  the 
editorial  “Have  we  forgotten  God?"  In 
commenting  on  Solzhenitsyn’s  statement 
that  there  is  “a  constant  clamor  for 
rights  ...  but  so  very  little  about  respon¬ 
sibility"  you  raised  a  point  that  greatly 
needs  emphasizing  again  and  again,  so  — 
right  on,  UMR!  As  the  old-timers  at  tent 
meetings  used  to  exclaim,  "Preach  it! " 

Dorothy  C.  Moses 
Northport,  New  York 

Tired  of  homosexual  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  Richard  C. 
Dunham's  letter  in  the  Sept.  2  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  The  General  Conference  in 
1984  is  not  the  place  to  start  recognit  ion 
for  “gays."  Homosexuality  has  been 
around  for  a  long  time.  To  these  people 
who  think  “gay"  is  gay,  they  had  better 
get  out  their  Bibles.  In  Leviticus  18:22, 
God  gave  a  warning  to  homosexuals. 
Homosexuals  and  their  supporters 
should  read  I  Cor.  6:9  and  10.  How  about 
Matt.  10:26  and  Romans  1:20-32? 

God.  I  believe,  does  *  love  the 
homosexual.  However,  I’m  sure  that 
from  the  above  Scriptures,  He  does  not 
condone  their  actions.  I  would  like  to 


know  from  the  Word  of  God  how  the 
homosexuals  can  justify  their  way  of  life. 
Mr.  Richard  Dunham  stated  that  “we 
might  get  the  muddled  thinking  and 
prejudice  of  some  United  Methodists  turn¬ 
ed  around.”  I  suggest  that  Mr.  Dunham 
read  the  above  mentioned  Scriptures 
also.  If  our  denomination  or  any  other 
denomination  is  not  to  believe  the  above 
mentioned  Scriptures,  then  maybe  it’s 
time  to  rewrite  the  Bible  to  fit  our  own 
way  of  life. 

The  first  thing  I  read  in  the  Reporter  or 
any  magazine  is  the  Letters  to  the 
Editor.  As  far  as  the  Reporter  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  think  that  articles  and  letters 
concerning  homosexuality  and  the  WCC 
is  getting  to  be  old  stuff  and  it’s  time  to 
move  onto  something  else  for  awhile. 
These  issues  just  seem  to  keep  on 
dragging  along  with  no  good  results.  I  get 
a  kick  out  of  the  letters  written  to  editors 
and  I’m  sure  that  those  who  are  a  part  of 
the  homosexual  bandwagon  will  get  a 
kick  out  of  this  letter.  As  a  Christian,  I 
am  to  love  them  as  God  loves  them;  but  I 
do  not  condone  their  lifestyle. 

Bill  Wheeler 

Lafayette,  Tennessee 


Mr.  Yasinitsky 
printed  a  booklet  in  which  it  stated:  “the 
Soviet  Union  holds  that  nuclear  war 
would  be  a  universal  disaster,  and  that  it 
would  probably  mean  the  end  of 
civilization.” 

Not  once  has  it  been  stated  by  our 
nation’s  own  scientists  and  politicians 
that  we  possess  nuclear  bombs  enough  to 
destroy  the  Soviet  Union  three  times; 
then  why  should  we  demand  more  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  for  building  more  bombs? 

Soviets  see  war  differently 

I  believe  we  need  to  change  our  at¬ 
titude  toward  the  Russian  people.  They 
need  peace  and  want  peace  no  less  than 
we  do.  We  have  to  remember  that  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  there  are  only  about  17 
million  members  of  the  communist  par¬ 
ty.  The  rest  of  more  than  260  million 
people  have  nothing  to  do  with  com¬ 
munism  except  that  they  have  to  live  un¬ 
der  communist  tyranny. 

We  also  need  to  understand  that  the 
Soviet  people  have  a  different  psychol¬ 
ogy  of  war,  we  in  America  did  not  fully  ex¬ 
perience  World  War  II.  We  have  sent  our 
sons  and  brothers  to  this  war  ( two  of  my 
own  sons  were  there);  but  war  never 
came  to  our  shores.  We  lived  comfortably 
in  our  homes.  We  did  not  see  our  own 
cities  burned  and  destroyed.  Our  streets 
and  roads  were  not  covered  by  the  dead 
bodies  of  our  neighbors. 

It  is  different  for  the  Soviet  people. 
Every  tenth  man  in  the  country  died  —  20 
million  of  them.  Thirty  thousand  cities 
and  towns  were  burned  to  the  ground. 
They  lost  millions  of  their  civilian 
population,  including  many  women  and 
children  of  all  ages.  That’s  why  the 
Russians  hate  war.  That’s  why  they  don’t 
want  to  talk  about  war.  That’s  why  they 
have  a  great  peace  movement  in  which 
Orthodox  priests  and  Protestant  pastors 
take  active  part.  They  are  not  persecuted 
for  that.  The  peace  movement  is  a 
national  movement  in  Russia.  Posters  on 
peace  are  seen  all  over  the  country. 

I  visited  the  Soviet  Union  in  1962  for 
study  with  a  group  of  Methodist 
ministers  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
Methodist  Office  at  the  United  Nations. 
Since  then  I  have  gone  to  the  Soviet  Union 
three  more  times  in  1967,  1975  and  1976.  I 
have  talked  to  the  people  there  in  their 
homes,  on  the  streets,  in  churches  and  in 
universities,  and  I  know  that  at  least  95% 
of  them  hate  to  think  of  any  kind  of  war 
and  of  nuclear  war  in  particular. 

Many  Russians  are  Christian 

I  speak  this  also  from  my  own  spiritual 
experience.  I  and  my  beloved  late  wife, 
Irene,  were  converted  in  Siberia  - 
Manchuria  Mission  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  (South)  by  the 
preaching  of  Bishop  Hiram  A.  Boaz  of 
Dallas,  Texas.  Later  on  we  Were  arrested 
by  Japanese,  and  when  God  opened  to  us 
the  door  to  this  country,  we  came  with 
the  belief  that  this  country  is  a  Christian 
country  with  its  heart  open  for  all  people. 
Now  our  children  and  grandchildren  who 
were  born  here  have  high  positions  in 
universities  and  cultural  society,  and  there 
are  many  other  loyal  American  citizens 
who  originally  came  from  Russia.  I  am 
also  sure  that  inside  Russia  today  there 
are  millions  who  have  an  open  heart  for 
Americans,  and  they  are  not  liars.  Many 
of  them  are  good  Christians. 

Instead  of  calling  for  “getting 
stronger"  by  building  additional  nuclear 
arms,  we  should  rather  invite  our 
brothers  and  sisters  to  become  more 
human,  more  Christian,  in  order  to  reach 
other  people  with  the  message  of  peace 
and  love.  We  all  live  in  the  same  little 
world  which  is  given  to  us  by  God  for 
cultivation  and  not  for  destruction.  We 
should  not  forget  that  “the  policy  of 
strength"  did  not  justify «ancient  Rome, 
or  Napoleon,  or  William  II,  or  Hitler. 
Why  should  we  repeat  their  errors?  Why 
not  trust  God  more  and  follow  Jesus 
Christ  as  our  forefathers  did,  if  we  still, 
think  that  we  are  Christians. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  Gregory  I.  Yasinitsky,  is  a 
retired  member  of  the  Southern  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference. 
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Disillusioned  volunteer  warns  of  cult-like  groups 

Volunteers:  Be  wary 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

She  had  just  graduated  from  a 
Vermont  high  school  and  simply  was 
looking  for  a  way  to  spend  the  summer  in 
California. 

Unwittingly,  her  local  church  provided 
not  only  the  method  to  get  there  but 
entrance  into  a  cult-like  organization 
with  rather  bizarre  and  unclear  Marxist 
revolutionary  goals. 

It  was  at  the  church  that  she  saw  a 
catalogue,  “Invest  Yourself.”  Published 
annually  since  1946  by  a  group  of  staff 
members  of  mainline  Protestant 
national  agencies  in  New  York  City,  as 
many  as  12,000  copies  a  year  are  sold  to 
churches,  campus  ministries,  college 
bookstores  and  the  like. 

The  Vermont  woman  glanced  through 
the  listings  of  some  180  church-related 
and  secular  non-profit  organizations 
which  were  seeking  short-term,  full-time 
volunteers  in  1981. 

She  chose  one  that  would  provide  a 
place  to  stay  and  a  good  cause  to  work  for 
while  seeing  California. 

What  neither  she  nor  the  publishers 
knew  was  that  the  organization  was  part 
of  a  secretive  “cult”  with  goals  far 
different  from  the  community-minded 
description  in  the  catalogue,  according  to 
Jeff  Whitnack  who  told  the  story  to  the 
Reporter. 

Mr.  Whitnack  was  a  member  of  the 
organization  when  the  Vermont  woman 
arrived  in  California.  But  he  left  shortly 
thereafter.  “I  was  out  collecting  money 
for  the  group  one  day  and  when  I  reached 
the  end  of  the  block,  I  just  kept 
walking,”  he  said. 

For  two  years,  he  has  been  waging  a 
crusade  to  expose  the  organization  and  to 
warn  churches  and  other  groups 
concerned  about  poor  people  not 
automatically  to  accept  at  face  value 
claims  made  by  organizations 
purporting  to  represent  “grassroots” 
constituencies.  (See  accompanying 
stories  for  suggestions  on  “checking  out” 
such  organizations. ) 

41  groups  said  linked 

The  organization  to  which  the  Vermont 
woman  offered  her  summer’s  labor  is 
part  of  a  national  network  of  groups 
which  front  for  an  obscure  group  called 
the  “Communist  Party,  U.S.A. 
(Provisional),”  according  to  a  long 
investigative  article  in  the  July  20  issue 
of  the  Christian  Century  magazine. 

Associate  editor  Jean  Caffey  Lyles 
identified  41  groups  listed  in  the  “Invest 
Yourself”  catalogue  that  “are  believed 
to  be  linked  to”  that  party. 

They  mainly  are  located  in  eight 
states:  Ohio,  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Oregon, 
Texas  and  California. 

They  have  solid,  constituency  and 
issue-oriented  names  such  as  Texas 
Farmworkers  Union,  Shasta  County 
Food  Committee  (Calif.),  Berkshire 
County  Fuel  Committee  (Mass.), 
Association  of  Financial  Aid  Students 
(Ohio)  and  California  Homemakers 
Association  (Calif.). 

When  new  volunteers  such  as  the 
young  Vermont  woman  begin,  they  are 
put  to  work  for  such  appealing  causes  as 


“ Therefore  be 
wise  as  serpents.. 


.  .  .  and  harmless 
as  doves.  ” 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

How  can  hundreds  of  Christians  who 
accept  short-term  full-time  volunteer 
work  project  themselves  from  the  rude 
awakening  described  by  several  disil¬ 
lusioned  Christians  this  summer? 

Four  suggestions  are  offered  by  the 
Rev.  Wilbur  Patterson,  head  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church’s  voluntary 
services  and  secretary  of  an 
interdenominational  voluntary  services 
organization  that  was  duped  by  groups 
that  were  not  what  they  claimed  to  be 
(See  related  article  at  left.) 

Mr.  Patterson  suggests  these  to  the 
Reporter: 

(1)  Research  the  group  you  are 
considering  serving  as  a  volunteer. 
People  can  “write  to  me”  at  Room  1126, 
475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York  City  10115,  if 
they  have  questions  about  a  particular 
group. 

(2)  Get  a  clear  job  description  before 
you  agree  to  the  volunteer  service.  Once 
there,  don’t  accept  peripheral  work 
requests  that  don’t  seem  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  service  you 
thought  the  organization  was  providing. 

(3)  If  the  group  has  you  spend  a  lot  of 
time  raising  money,  particularly  to 
support  you,  watch  out ! 

(4)  Think  of  yourself  as  an  employee 
and  not  as  a  volunteer.  You  have  the 


right  to  express  yourself  about  your 
working  conditions  —  and  to  quit. 

Some  more  thoughts  come  from  Jeff 
Whitnack  who  has  been  a  volunteer  in 
several  political  and  social  action 
groups,  including  one  that  he  feels  tried 
to  exert  cult-like  control  over  him. 

Individuals  should  be  more  skeptical 
about  groups  that  take  stances  with 
which  they  agree,  he  said. 

“Cult  psychologists  have  said  that 
people  get  caught  by  cults  because  they 
think  if  something  looks  good,  you  should 
jump  in  with  both  feet.  There  isn’t 
enough  understanding  of  the  subtleties  of 
good  and  bad.” 

Mr.  Whitnack  cautioned  potential 
volunteers  to  determine  whether  an 
organization  does  much  at  all  for  the 
cause  it  supposedly  espouses . 

And  a  volunteer  should  check  with 
other  organizations  to  find  if  they  know 
the  group  being  considered  and  can 
vouch  for  it,  he  said.  If  nobody  in  other 
organizations  seems  to  know,  that  may 
be  a  sign  of  trouble. 

Any  volunteer,  Mr.  Whitnack  said, 
always  should  retain  a  watchfulness  and 
not  give  up  his  or  her  right  to  indepen¬ 
dent  assessment,  even  one  such  as  a 
church  organization  which  appears  to  be 
totally  trustworthy. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


— Matthew  10:16 


drug-prevention,  often  raising  money, 
Mr.  Whitnack  told  the  Reporter.  Some  of 
the  money  goes  for  the  intended  cause, 
but  much  of  it  doesn’t,  he  claimed. 

“The  organizations  just  need  a  little 
time  to  work  their  mind-control 
techniques  on  the  volunteers,”  Mr. 
Whitnack  said. 

The  Christian  Century  article  said 
volunteers  often  are  worked  up  to  18 
hours  a  day,  subjected  to  droning 
sessions  of  indoctrination,  moved 
frequently,  not  left  alone  with  other 
volunteers  and  urged  not  to  return  to 
college  or  work  but  instead  to  remain  as 
permanent  volunteers. 

The  young  woman  from  Vermont  “was 
a  strong  individual  when  she  came  to  San 
Diego,”  said  Mr.  Whitnack,  who  found 
his  way  into  the  organization  through 
involvement  with  other  leftist  groups. 
“But  at  the  end  of  the  summer,  she 
decided  to  stay  on.  They  make  it  hard  to 
leave.  I’m  deathly  afraid  of  the  group.” 

He  said  he  does  not  know  whether  she 
ever  got  out. 

The  Christian  Century  article,  “How 
the  Revolutionaries  Conned  the 
Bureaucrats,”  stated  that  “Invest 
Yourself”  long  has  been  “relied  on  by 
church  agencies  as  a  tool  for  volunteer 
recruitment  and  trusted  by  idealistic 
young  people  as  a  reputable  guide  to 
opportunities  for  putting  their  energies  to 


work  in  a  good  cause.  " 

How  did  the  41  allegedly  revolution¬ 
ary  groups  get  into  the  listings  of  such  a 
trusted  catalogue? 

Too  much  trust  given  and  too  few 
questions  asked  by  the  church  leaders, 
according  to  those  leaders’  statements  in 
the  Century  article. 

The  leaders  claimed  their  group,  the 
Commission  on  Voluntary  Service  and 
Action  (CVSA),  was  infiltrated  back  in 
1975  when  a  United  Methodist 
representative,  the  Rev.  Randle  Dew, 
recommended  a  woman  from  one  of  the 
41  organizations  to  be  a  member  of  the 
governing  board.  She  had  gained  Mr. 
Dew’s  confidence  earlier  and  her 
Eastern  Farm  Workers  Association  was 
included  in  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  funding  for 
“grassroots”  organizations. 

According  to  the  Century  article,  other 
persons  within  the  41  listed  groups 
allegedly  had  established  relationships 
with  Global  Ministries’  staff  and  were 
'brought  into  the  CVSA  activities.  They 
eventually  obtained  responsibility  for 
printing  the  catalogue  at  which  time  they 
included  listings  for  their  41  organiza¬ 
tions.  CVSA  was  virtually  taken  over  when 
one  of  their  number  was  elected  co- 
chairman,  church  leaders  in  CVSA  say. 

Since  the  church  leaders  have  found 
out  what  has  happened,  they  have  had 


some  legal  difficulty  in  ousting  the 
outside  “radicals." 

The  current  1983  issue  of  “Invest  Your¬ 
self”  was  published  by  the  “radicals"  who 
claim  they  represent  the  “true”  CVSA. 

Credibility  being  recovered 

The  Rev.  Wilbur  Patterson,  a 
Presbyterian  and  CVSA  secretary,  told 
the  Reporter  he  doesn't  know  how  many 
young  persons  were  exploited  —  or  even 
worse,  brainwashed  into  the  “cult"  — 
after  responding  to  some  of  the  listings  in 
the  “infiltrated”  catalogue. 

Several  board  members  received 
letters  from  disillusioned  volunteers 
citing  unpleasant  experiences,  he  said. 

“It  looks  like  we’re  getting  the  CVSA 
back  with  the  church  leaders,”  he  said. 
They  intend  to  publish  a  catalogue  for 
next  year  and  will  “take  the  questionable 
listings  out,”  he  said. 

He  said  the  catalogue  has  lost  a  lot  of 
credibility  and  may  have  to  take  on  a 
new  name,  especially  if  the  “radicals” 
manage  to  continue  to  put  out  their  own 
version  of  “Invest  Yourself.” 

The  concept  of  such  volunteer  work 
remains  valid,  but  the  bizarre 
experiences  of  the  CVSA  should  serve  as 
a  warning  to  all  persons  to  be  more 
careful,  Mr.  Patterson  said. 


Churches  can  avoid 
exploitive  groups 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Leaders  in  local  churches  and  religious 
organizations  perhaps  have  not  “been  as 
wise  as  serpents  and  as  innocent  as 
doves”  in  their  connections  with  outside 
groups.  But  that  does  not  mean  they  have 
to  cut  all  such  connections  in  order  to 
protect  themselves  from  being  duped  or 
exploited. 

And  it  can  be  done  without  giving  up  a 
trusting  attitude,  according  to  Dr. 
Haviland  Houston.  She  is  the  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“Being  trusting  does  not  mean  we 
should  be  naive.  Nobody  should  give 
indiscriminately  without  follow-up,”  Dr 
Houston  said.  Checks  and  balances  are 
needed  with  outside  groups  just  as  they 
are  needed  inside  the  church  to  protect 
against  misappropriation  of  funds. 

“Increasingly,  problems  in  our 
community  can’t  be  solved  by  one  group 
but  need  the  efforts  of  a  coalition  of 
groups. We’ve  got  to  find  ways  to  work 
together  in  those  situations.” 

If  a  church  really  is  sincere  about  aid  it 
is  giving  a  community  group,  she  said, 
its  leaders  will  follow  up  to  see  how  the 
aid  is  used. 

Questions  should  be  asked 

The  Rev.  Wilbur  Patterson,  a 


New  proposal  for  ministry  faces  opposition 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  committee  which 
has  spent  three  years  studying  the 
United  Methodist  ministry  slipped 
quietly  into  history  here  Sept.  16  after 
completing  a  report  draft  which  even  its 
most  ardent  supporters  acknowledge  has 
no  great  chance  of  being  adopted. 

By  a  margin  of  9  to  3,  with  one  member 
abstaining,  the  committee  voted  to  send 
its  completed  report  to  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  meeting  in  October. 

Most  observers  give  the  report  better 
than  a  50-50  chance  of  being  adopted  by 
the  general  board.  But  now  it  will  fare  at 
the  1984  General  Conference,  where  it 
must  finally  go,  is  another  matter. 

The  committee’s  final  report 
recommends,  as  expected,  that  United 
Methodism  replace  its  present  two-step, 
hierarchical  ordering  of  the  ordained 


ministry  with  two  comparable,  but 
separate,  orders. 

Under  the  proposed  new  ordering,  a 
deacon  would  no  longer  be  ordained  as 
part  of  a  process  toward  becoming  an 
elder. 

Rather,  a  deacon  would  be  fully  and 
permanently  ordained  to  the  ministry  of 
“liturgy,  service  and  justice.”  Deacons 
would  be  expected  to  serve  in  a  variety  of 
ministries  such  as  community 
development,  social  services,  health 
ministries,  missions,  peace-making, 
education,  counseling,  evangelism, 
administration  and  music. 

The  proposed  new  ordained  order  of 
deacon  would  replace  the  present  lay, 
professional  diaconal  ministry.  However, 
1,350  diaconal  ministers  would  be  eligible 
to  meet  the  additional  qualifications  as 
ordained  deacons  or  to  retain  their  present 
unordained  status. 

The  new  ordained  deacons,  like  the 


present  diaconal  ministers  would  not  be 
guaranteed  appointments  by  the  bishop 
but  would  not  be  subject  to  itineration, 
that  is  being  moved  from  one  appoint¬ 
ment  to  another. 

An  elder  would  be  ordained  essentially 
the  same  as  he  or  she  is  now,  to  the 
ministry  of  word,  sacrament  and  order. 
Elders  are  envisioned  in  the  committee's 
report  primarily  as  preachers  and 
teachers  in  the  local  congregation. 

These  overall  understandings  of  the 
comparable,  but  separate,  ministries  of 
deacons  and  elders  had  been  adopted  by 
the  committee  last  May  by  a  10-4  vote. 

The  negative  vote  at  both  the  May  and 
September  meetings  came  from 
representatives  of  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  That  division’s  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Donald  F.  Treese, 
declared  immediately  after  the  May  vote 
that  a  minority  report  will  be  filed. 

There  was  no  overt  indication  here  last 


week  what  that  minority  report  will  con¬ 
tain  or  on  what  grounds,  if  any,  it  will 
attack  the  majority  report. 

But  Mr.  Treese  and  other  Ordained 
Ministry  representatives  on  the 
committee  said  virtually  nothing  at  this 
meeting,  in  contrast  with  their  vigorous 
participation  in  earlier  meetings.  They 
seemed  content  to  let  majority  report 
advocates  talk  themselves  out. 

In  some  careful  carving  out  of  “turf,” 
the  study  committee  specified  that  a 
proposed  new  Division  of  Deacons  within 
each  annual  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  would  include 
ordained  elders  in  its  membership  only 
long  enough  during  a  transitional  period 
of  perhaps  a  few  years  until  enough 
deacons  had  been  ordained  to  make  up  a 
self-gdverning  board. 

A  proposal  to  permit  lay  persons  to 
participate  symbolically  in  the  laying  on 
of  hands  for  ordinations  of  both  elders 


People  in  the  news  . . . 

‘Fairy  godmother'  grants  wishes  to  terminally-ill  childen 


For  children  with  terminal  illnesses 
the  greatest  gift  can  be  a  temporary 
escape  from  needles,  medicines, 
machines  and  fears. 

Marcia  Clark,  a 
United  Methodist 
lay  woman 
Bethel  Park,  Pa., 
has  become  the 
fairy  godmother  for 
fatally  ill  children 
in  her  community 
by  founding  afl 
chapter  of  the  I 
national  “Make-A-I 
Wish”  Foundation.  Marcia  Clark 

Ms.  Clark,  a  member  for  23  years  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bethel 
Park,  was  so  moved  by  a  television 
program  about  the  wish  program,  she 
went  to  Phoenix  and  talked  with  the 
national  “Make-A-Wish”  office.  She 
returned  to  her  home  state,  drafted  her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Brian  Bauknight,  as  vice 
president  of  the  organization,  and 
granted  the  first  wish  in  April.  Seven- 
year-old  Brian  McClinton  and  his  family 
were  flown  to  his  uncle’s  farm  in 
Midland,  Texas. 

A  second  wish  involved  the  local 


proprietor  of  a  pizza  parlor  who  donated 
food  and  games  for  a  little  girl  and  20  of 
her  friends  for  an  all-day  birthday  party. 

At  present  the  wishes  are  funded 
through  private  contributions  and 
carried  out  by  a  volunteer  "wish 
committee"  made  up  of  Christ  UMC 
members  and  other  persons  in  the 
community.  Once  non-profit  status  is 
approved  for  the  chapter,  Ms.  Clark  said 
she  will  seek  funding  through 
philanthropic  foundations. 

Children’s  names  were  given  to  Ms. 
Clark  by  an  oncologist  who  is  also  a 
member  of  Christ  UMC.  Other 
physicians  at  a  local  children's  hospital 
likewise  have  sent  names.  Ms.  Clark  said 
the  list  is  growing  and  many  more 
volunteers  and  contributions  are  needed. 
“We  hope  we  never  have  to  turn  a  child's 
wish  down.  We  get  by  somehow  and  we 
do  a  lot  of  praying.” 

Three  more  wishes  have  been 
approved  thus  far:  a  13-year-old  boy  with 
a  congenital  heart  disease  wants  his 
family  to  visit  Disney  World;  another 
boy  with  failing  kidneys  longs  to  meet 
child-actor  Gary  Coleman,  and  a  nine- 
year-old  girl  who  is  bed  ridden  wants  a 
canopy  bed. 


Tentative  UM  program 
askings  ’85-’88  told 


and  deacons  was  defeated.  The  adopted 
report  calls  for  bishops  and  deacons  to  lay 
hands  on  deacon  ordination  candidates 
and  for  bishops  and  elders  to  lay  hands 
on  elder  ordination  candidates,  with  no 
intermixing  and  no  lay  involvement. 

Ministry  Study  Committee  chairman 
the  Rev.  Dale  Dunlap,  who  also  is  dean  of 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  told  UM  press  persons  following  the 
committee’s  final  meeting  that  there 
is  no  one  way  to  order  denominational 
ministry  and  that  the  committee's  report 
is  only  one  of  several  possible  ways. 

He  termed  it  a  “responsible 
document,"  said  he  thought  it  is  closer  to 
the  ecumenical  models  of  ministry  being 
developed  by  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
than  is  the  current  United  Methodist 
system,  and  said  he  had  no  insight  into 
what  the  committee’s  minority  may  be 
planning  to  propose. 

(Note:  For  a  more  complete  listing  of 
other  features  of  the  ministry  study 
report,  see  Reporter  Sept.  9). 


Presbyterian  staff  executive  has  had 
personal  experience  with  the  takeover  of 
“Invest  Yourself,”  a  volunteer  catalogue, 
and  its  eventual  return  to  the  control  of 
the  church  leaders.  He  suggested  five 
steps  local  churches  and  other  religious 
organizations  can  take  to  protect  their 
objectives  and  avoid  exploitation  when 
entering  such  relationships  with 
coalitions  or  outside  groups : 

(1)  Always  ask  how  the  money  or  aid 
will  be  used.  “We  tend  to  be  too  polite. 
Groups  can  exploit  that.  They  act  hurt 
when  you  ask  questions  as  if  you  didn’t 
trust  them.  But  if  they  are  trustworthy, 
they  should  be  willing  to  answer.  ” 

(2)  If  groups  evade  questions  about 
how  money  is  handled  or  about  their 
activities,  “my  feeling  is  that  you 
shouldn't  have  anything  to  do  with 
them  ’  ’ 

(3)  “Of  course,  they  always  start  out 
looking  legitimate.  You  need  to  check  up 
on  them  later  on  after  you  are  involved 
with  them." 

(4)  If  you  have  any  doubts  at  all  about 
a  group,  bring  them  out  in  the  open.  One 
of  the  most  common  deceptions  is  that  a 
group  is  not  really  controlled  by  the 
grassroots  community  people  the  group 
ostensibly  is  serving.  If  you  really  look 
into  some  groups,  you  may  find  that  they 
consist  primarily  of  outsiders  coming  in 
to  exploit  a  community  problem  for  their 
own  benefit. 

(5)  Be  certain  that  assessments  of 
organizations  are  done  by  several 
persons  and  especially  that  they  are  not 
left  solely  to  one  church  staff  person,  said 
Mr.  Patterson  who  is  head  of  his 
denomination’s  voluntary  services 
agency. 

Written  guidelines  useful 

Lula  Garrett  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  told  the 
Reporter  that  it  is  very  helpful  for  church 
groups  to  develop  written  guidelines  for 
assessing  relationships  with  outside 
groups. 

She  heads  the  department  that 
includes  the  voluntary  services  section 
that  had  the  initial  connections  with  the 
“radical”  groups  later  involved  in  the 
“takeover"  of  the  volunteer  catalogue. 

That  whole  voluntary  services  section 
has  been  revamped;  there  are  no  more 
ties  with  those  particular  groups,  and  the 
department  is  preparing  guidelines  for 
future  relationships,  Ms.  Garrett  said. 

“Of  course,  guidelines  don’t  mean  a 
thing  unless  you  have  people  following 
them,"  she  added. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  - 
Committees  from  two  United  Methodist 
administrative  councils  are 
recommending  allocations  totaling 
$27,765,000  in  1985  from  World  Service, 
the  church’s  chief  program  and 
benevolence  fund,  to  seven  program- 
related  general  agencies. 

This  major  step  in  the  process  of 
funding  denominational  program 
agencies  during  the  1985-88  quadrennium 
was  taken  here  Sept.  8  after 
representatives  of  the  agencies 
presented  final  requests  to  the 
committees. 

The  General  Budget  and  Allocations 
Committee  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  and  the  Financial 
Services  Committee  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  jointly  are  recommending 
agency  allocations  to  their  parent 
councils  meeting  late  this  fall.  The  1984 
General  Conference  takes  final  action  on 
the  recommendations  next  May. 

Totals  for  the  seven  agencies  being 
recommended  for  the  remainder  of  the 
next  quadrennium  are  $29,430,000  in  1986, 
$31,491,000  in  1987  and  $33,065,000  in  1988. 


The  1985  and  1988  agency  allocations, 
and  the  comparable  World  Service 
allocations  for  1984,  are: 

•  General  Board  of  Church  and 

Society:  1984  —  $1,122,870;  1985  — 

$1,350,000;  1988 -$1,661,400; 

•  General  Board  of  Discipleship:  1984 

—  $4,128,550;  1985  -  $4,200,000;  1988  - 
$5,092,600; 

•  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries: 
1984  -  $14,613,806;  1985  -  $15,955,000; 
1988 -$19,052,300; 

•  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 

and  Ministry:  1984  -  $2,869,570;  1985  — 
$3,130,000;  1988  -  $3,773,300;  plus 

$550,000  annually  for  HANA  (Hispanic, 
Asian,  Native  American  program ) ; 

•  General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race:  1984  -  $410,590;  1985  —  $550,000; 
1988  —  $672,300;  plus  $1,000,000  annually 
for  the  Minority  Group  Self- 
Determination  Fund; 

•  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  :  1984  —  $289,225  ;  1985 

—  $380,000 ;  1988  -  $471 ,700 ; 

•  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns:  1984 

—  $516,644;  1985  —  $650,000;  1988 

—  $791,400. 


CRRIBBCRN 

CRUIS€ 

With 
Doug  Oldham 
and  Sandi  Patti 

Experience  missions  as  the  Boheme 
sails  April  7-14,  1984,  to  Kingston, 
Port-au-Prince  and  Puerta  Plata. 
Prices  range  from  $1145  to 
$1245  per  person. 


a.  m 


For  more  information  write: 
Project  Partner  with  Christ,  Inc. 

W  P.O.  Box  1054 

gm  Middletown,  OH  45042 
g  (513)425-0938 
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Excessive  use  of  force  studied 

Survey  of  Harlem  church  members  reveals  negative  experiences 


Toyland  raises  funds  for  world  hunger 

SACRAMENTO —  Ralph  Schroder  of  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church 
here  proudly  displays  some  of  his  choice  merchandise  in  the  toy  department 
at  the  sixth  annual  yard  sale  for  Heifer  Project  International.  Men,  women, 
youth  and  children  —  198  of  them  —  volunteered  their  time  to  work  on  the 
annual  mission  event  which  raised  $14,204  for  the  organization  which  helps 
alleviate  world  hunger  through  livestock  development. 
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By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 

SUff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  A  congressional 
hearing  here  Sept.  19  into  complaints  of 
excessive  use  of  force  against  church 
members  by  the  New  York  City  Police 
Department  is  a  direct  outgrowth  of  a 
survey  funded  by  several  United 
Methodist  agencies. 

The  survey  this  summer  of  202  Harlem 
church  members  revealed  that  one-third 
of  the  respondents  had  either  had  a 
personal  experience  of  excessive  use  of 
police  force  or  knew  of  someone  who  had. 

The  32  persons  reporting  “forceful  or 
threatening”  personal  encounters,  said 
these  ranged  from  having  a  gun  drawn 
on  them  to  being  hit  with  a  fist  or 
nightstick.  One  encounter  resulted  in  the 
death  of  a  woman’s  husband.  They 
alleged  these  encounters  were 
“exclusive”  in  that  they  resulted  from 
alleged  traffic  or  parking  violations,  for 
alleged  loitering,  alleged  resemblance  to 
a  suspect  and  for  alleged  civil 
disobedience,  among  other  similar 
incidents. 

The  survey  results,  released  Sept.  6  by 
the  Harlem  United  Methodist  Ministers, 
suggested  in  a  summary  of  the  findings 
that  churches  should  become  more 
conscious  of  police  issues  affecting 
church  members. 


The  common  assumption  is  that  “nice 
people  don’t  get  beat  up  by  the  police,” 
said  the  Rev.  Irene  Grumman,  the 
United  Methodist  minister  who  co¬ 
authored  the  survey. 

“That  is  just  not  true,”  she  said. 
“Churches  can  help  take  away  the  shame 
surrounding  such  incidents”  if  they  wake 
up  to  the  problems  of  the  excessive  use  of 
police  force. 

The  survey  polled  what  is  considered  a 
representative  sample  of  Harlem  church 
members,  according  to  Ms.  Grumman’s 
report.  It  included  53  Baptist,  4 
Episcopalian,  14  United  Methodist,  15 
African  Methodist  Episcopal,  12  Roman 
Catholic,  104  Nazarene,  1  Presbyterian 
and  6  unaffiliated  church-goers.  Church 
riiembers  filled  out  the  lengthy 
questionnaire  during  church  coffee 
hours,  after  Sunday  services  or  prayer 
services  and  some  on  their  way  to  the 
March  on  Washington. 

In  a  racial  breakdown,  119  of  the  202 
respondents  described  themselves  as 
black,  49  as  white,  9  as  Hispanic,  3  other 
and  22  gave  no  answer.  There  were  114 
women,  78  men  and  12  who  did  not 
answer.  The  ages  ranged  from  15  to  87, 
with  103  persons  under  35  years  of  age. 

The  survey  was  inspired  by  the  police 
beating  in  April  of  the  Rev.  Lee  Johnson, 
a  black  Baptist  minister  and  student  at 


Union  Theological  Seminary.  Mr. 
Johnson  said  that  he  was  beaten,  choked, 
dragged  and  kicked  by  the  police.  He 
said  that  he  was  called  a  “nigger”  and 
that  his  religious  beliefs  were  insulted. 
(The  survey  noted  that  the  New  York 
Police  Department  and  the  city 
government  regard  these  acts  as 
understandable,  justified,  routine  or  just 
unfortunate.) 

“I  decided  that  I  could  not  sit  still  for 
this  violence,”  stated  Ms.  Grumman, 
also  a  Union  Seminary  student.  “Lee 
Johnson  and  I  are  neighbors  and  it  hit 
very  close  to  home.  I  was  on  fire  to  get 
something  done,  and  the  survey  was  an 
immediate  response. 

“Vera  Coles,  also  a  Union  student,  and 
I  worked  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Harlem  United  Methodist  Ministers 
organization,”  Ms.  Grumman  said.  “We 
received  funding  from  the  Police- 
Community  Relations  project  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  National  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  survey  is  intended  to  bring 
attention  to  the  problem  of  police  use  of 
“excessive  force.”  Ms.  Grumman 
reported  that  New  York’s  mayor  and 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Two  United 
Methodist  general  agencies  are  stepping 
up  their  service  to  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  by  adding 
special  equipment  to  aid  hearing 
impaired  persons. 

A  teletypewriter  or  TTY  recently  was 
installed  both  at  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  offices  here  and  at  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
headquarters  in  New  York  City.  The 
special  typewriters  permit  the  caller  to 
type  out  messages  and  transmit  them  by 
telephone  to  the  Nashville  or  New  York- 
based  terminals. 

Staff  persons  receiving  the  messages 
can  then  type  out  responses  which  are 
printed  out  on  the  caller’s  TTY.  The  TTY 
number  in  Nashville  is  (615)  327-2783  the 
New  York  number  (212  )  870-3872. 

The  two  agencies  also  publish  a 
quarterly  newsletter  for  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions,  their  families, 
pastors  and  other  interested  persons. 
The  newsletter,  available  free  of  charge, 


the  agencies  hope,  will  add  to  the 
network  of  services  which  address  the 
needs  of  handicapped  United  Methodists, 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  Standhardt, 
director  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Office  of  Spiritual  Formation  for  Persons 
with  Handicapping  Conditions. 

“Frustration  is  pervasive  for  many 
persons  who  have  physical,  mental  or 
psychological  handicaps.  Instead  of 
being  seen  as  persons  with  vital  gifts  to 
share  with  the  church,  they  are  seen  only 
as  those  to  be  pitied  —  if  they  are  seen  at 
all,”  said  Mr.  Standhardt,  who  is  himself 
a  quadriplegic. 

Persons  interested  in  the  church- 
related  concerns  of  handicapped  persons 
may  contact  Mr.  Standhardt  at  The 
Upper  Room,  P.  O.  Box  189,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202,  (615)327-2700,  ext.  409. 

Inquiries  also  may  be  directed  to  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Office  for 
Persons  with  Handicapping  Conditions, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115  (212)  870-3600. 


Book  Review 

6 Ticket 9  takes  reader 
on  journey  of  growth 


NASHVILLE  —  The  Rev.  Robert  Standhardt  (right),  director  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  new  Office  of  Spiritual  Formation 
for  Persons  with  Handicapping  Conditions  and  Aging  Persons,  looks  on  as 
Dan  Ramey  types  a  message  on  the  office’s  new  teletypewriter  for  the  deaf. 
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“Journey  to  the  Magical  City”  by 
Robert  T.  Standhardt.  The  Upper 
Room,  Nashville,  Tenn.  Paperback. 
$4.50.  96  pages. 

By  TVV  ILA  J.  ROLLER 

This  perceptive  little  book  could  be 
your  ticket  to  liberation  from  the 
frustrations  of  life  if  you  use  it  to  follow  a 
fellow  Christian  on  his  25-year  journey  to 
the  magical  city  of  faith  and  ministry. 

Prepare  to  ride  a  train.  The  author,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  who  confesses 
to  a  love  of  railroading  “bordering  on 
addiction,"  finds  “riding  the  rails” 
exciting. 

He’s  introduced  to  us  in  a  foreword  by 
Bishop  James  Armstrong  as  a  faithful 
and  courageous  Christian,  a 
quadriplegic,  a  conductor  of  retreats  and 
workshops  on  the  mysteries  and 
disciplines  of  prayer. 

Standhardt’s  dedication  of  his  book  is 
to  conductors  of  another  sort,  three 
persons  who  showed  him  “how  to  board 
this  train.” 

On  his  journey,  in  spite  of  life-long 
pain,  frustration  and  dependency,  he  has 
found  God’s  love  glowing  above  and 
beyond  to  the  far  horizon,  much  in  the 


same  way  he  first  observed  the  northern 
lights  while  travelling  by  train  in  North 
Dakota. 

This  love  of  God  has  taught  him  it’s 
O.K.  to  be  different,  that  he  doesn’t  have 
to  prove  himself.  His  realization  that  God 
loved  and  affirmed  him  just  as  he  was, 
was  “a  great  and  exhilarating 
liberation.” 

Of  course  he,  too,  has  frustrations  .  .  . 
of  dependency,  mental  and  physical 
pain,  ignorance.  These  are  sidetracks,  he 
explains,  much  like  the  sidetracks  on 
which  one  train  must  sometimes  wait  for 


another  train  to  pass.  And  blessings 
merge  from  them  all,  he’s  found. 

He’s  found,  too,  that  no  matter  how 
long  the  tunnel  through  which  a  train 
must  pass,  there’s  light  at  the  end  of  the 
darkness. 

For  us,  the  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel 
of  hurt  (the  cross)  is  the  light  of 
Resurrection,  writes  this  Director  of 
Spiritual  Formation  for  Persons  with 
Handicapping  Conditions  and  Aging 
Persons  at  The  Upper  Room. 

He  has  much  more  to  say  about  the 
cross,  Jesus’  death,  our  own  death. 


Again  he  illustrates  with  a  train  ride. 
This  one  takes  us  past  our  destination. 
The  train  overshoots  the  place  where  we 
want  to  stop  and  we  must  go  beyond  our 
destination  to  reach  it.  Our  train  must 
stop.  We  must  die.  But  that  is  not  our 
destination,  he  declares.  For  we  have  the 
promise  of  eternity,  “a  harmony  and 
bliss  of  present  love  which  can  only  be 
completed  beyond  our  time.” 

This  is  a  journey  worth  taking. 

Twila  Roller  is  a  frequent  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter.  A  United  Methodist,  she 
lives  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 


COLLEGE  BOUND? 

The  first  year  in  college  can  be  a 
challenging  and  exciting  time  or  a 
bewildering  and  frustrating  expe- 
rience.  ORIENTATION  ’83  is 
offered  by  the  Office  of  Campus 
Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  to  show 
its  support  for  persons  facing  that 
problematical  first  year. 

ORIENTATION  is  a  48-page 
magazine  that’s  packed  with  stimu¬ 
lating  and  helpful  resources.  This 
year’s  theme  is  “the  role  of  the 
university:  what  it  can  do  for  you 
and  what  it  can  do  to  you.”  The 
articles  help  you  understand 
college  life  and  the  adjustments  of 
that  first  year.  Also  included  are 
loans  and  scholarship  information 
and  a  study  guide  for  discussion. 

ORIENTATION  ’83  is  priced 
at  $1.25  per  copy,  with 6-25  at$l, 
26-100  at  904,  and  orders  of  101 
or  more  at  754  each.  To  order 
your  copies  write  to: 

I  Office  of  Campus  Ministry 
Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  150964 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37215 
Please  include  remittance  with  order. 


BEVERLY  Ky  —  The  new  52,000  square  foot  Red  Bird  School  building  has  room  for  500  students.  One  wing  has 
elementary  class  rooms  and  another  is  used  for  high  school.  The  center  areas  has  administrative  offices,  the 
library,  cafeteria  and  multi-purpose  room.  The  gymnasium  is  the  back  section  of  the  building. 


Red  Bird  Mission  fetes  school 


BEVERLY,  Ky.  (UMNS)  —  It  was  a 
gala  day  Sept.  4  as  about  a  thousand 
persons  gathered  to  help  United  Method¬ 
ists  of  the  Red  Bird  Mission  celebrate  the 
dedication,  debt  free,  of  their  new  school 
and  a  new  wing  on  Red  Bird  Hospital 
Destroyed  by  fire  in  May.  1981,  Red 
Bird  School  has  been  operating  in 
temporary  quarters  but  opened  in 
August  in  the  new  facility  with  410 
students,  grades  K-12. 

The  school  and  the  hospital  addition 
represent  an  investment  of  $3.5  million  in 
new  buildings  and  equipment  to  serve  the 


Appalachian  people  of  southeastern 
Kentucky.  Red  Bird  Mission  is  part  of  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  which 
was  a  unit  of  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  before  it 
became  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1968.  It  now  is  a  major  mission 
entity  related  to  the  National  Program 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  hospital  wing  houses  offices,  a 
laboratory,  an  expanded  clinic  and  other 
facilities  to  provide  improved  health 
care. 


Bishop  Paul  Duffey  of  the  Louisville 
Area  said  the  new  buildings,  which  he 
noted  were  dedicated  —  “and  that  can  be 
done  only  when  they  are  debt  free"  — 
show  a  magnitude  of  labor  of  love.  “You 
have  responded,  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  as  a  whole  has  responded,"  he 
said. 

Raymond  Barber,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  who  is  Kentucky’s  super¬ 
intendent  of  public  instruction,  said 
Red  Bird  is  needed  in  the  state’s 
educational  system  and  praised  the 
community  support  for  Red  Bird  School 


police  commissioner  “brushed  off  the 
hearing  and  refused  to  attend." 

In  spite  of  the  incidence  of  excessive 
force  revealed  by  the  survey,  those 
polled  were  positive  about  the  role  of 
police  officers  with  153  respondents 
saying  they  feel  safer  when  they  see  a 
police  officer  around.  There  was  also  a 
high  level  of  satisfaction  with  the  police 
service. 

The  majority  agreed  the  police  should 
have  the  right  to  use  force  (71  percent). 
However,  they  differed  on  what 
occasions  required  use  of  force:  21% 
stated  “when  necessary”;  37%  stated 
“in  se}f  defense’2  ;  41%  stated  “in  a  threat 
to  other’s  life  and  property”;  11%  stated 
“as  a  last  resort”;  13%  stated  “when  a 
person  was  armed”;  and  11%  stated 
“when  resisting  arrest.” 

While  81  church  members  said  they 
believe  the  police  use  excessive  force,  121 
were  quite  sure  excessive  force  is  used 
more  against  minority  persons  than 
against  white  persons.  Ninety-six 
persons  were  fairly  sure  white  officers 
were  “more  likely”  to  use  excessive 
force  than  minority  officers. 

Of  the  202  members  polled,  135 
reported  they  had  no  encounters  with 
police,  which  were  excessive  in  nature. 


UM  agencies  aid  hearing  impaired 


the  church  today 


More  communication  needed 
Hispanic  advisers  says 
NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  The  local 
church  must  convey  a  more  active, 
helpful  image  to  the  community  around 
it  via  public  media  say  Hispanic  advisors 
to  United  Methodist  Communications. 

Three  members  of  the  Junta  Con- 
sultiva  de  Communicaciones  presented 
the  results  of  a  study  made  in  their  re¬ 
spective  communities  about  the  life  and 
work  of  the  local  United  Methodist 
Churches.  The  conclusions  were  positive 
overall,  but  revealed  the  need  for  even 
more  public  relations  and  communica¬ 
tions  between  the  church  and  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large. 

The  Junta  helps  Hispanics  with  local 
church  projects,  provides  advice  and 
resources  in  the  production  of  audio¬ 
visual  materials,  and  offers  communica¬ 
tions  training. 

Compulsive  gambling  report 
to  be  shown  by  ABC  Sept.  25 
Of  the  approximately  80  million  people 
who  gamble  legally  in  this  country, 
increasing  numbers  are  finding  out  that 
they  can’t  handle  it.  Chief  among  those 
professionals  who  convinced  American 
psychiatry  to  classify  compulsive 
gambling  as  an  illness  is  Dr.  Robert 
Custer,  psychiatrist  with  the  Veterans 
Administration.  “It  is  an  epidemic.  I 
think  probably  we’re  talking  in  terms  of 
several  million  that  are  developing  into  a 
compulsive  gambler,  or  an  actual 
compulsive  gambler. . .” 

On  SUNDAY,  SEPT.  25  (12:30-1:00 
p.m.,  EDT),  “Directions,”  the  ABC 
News  public  affairs  series,  will  air 
“Betting  Their  Lives”  on  the  ABC 
Television  Network.  The  half-hour 
documentary  is  the  second  program  in  a 
two-part  series  on  compulsive  gambling 
and  is  narrated  by  ABC  News 
Correspondent  John  Martin. 

UM  Mexican  Christian  writer 
Gonzalo  Baez-Camargo  dies 

MEXICO  CITY  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Gonzalo  Baez-Camargo,  84,  Mexican 


writer,  translator,  Christian  educator 
and  ecumenist,  died  here  Aug.  31. 

Since  1929  he  had  written  a  weekly 
column  for  the  venerable  Mexico  City 
daily  Excelsior  and  continued  to  do  so 
until  shortly  after  his  death.  He  was  a 
long-term  correspondent  for  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Century. 

Board  of  Discipleship  gets 
two  new  members  on  staff 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Two  new  per¬ 
sons  will  join  the  staff  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
the  areas  of  Christian  education  and 
youth  ministry  effective  Oct.  1. 

Frances  Mitchell  Gomez  will  serve  as 
director  of  education  in  small 
membership  churches  under  the  board’s 
Section  on  Christian  Education. 

The  Rev.  Leo  Rippy,  a  member  of  the 
South  Carolina  Annual  Conference,  will 
become  director  of  development  of  youth 
ministry  for  the  board’s  Section  on 
Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

UMs  praise  Reagan’s  response 
to  Soviet  attack  of  airliner 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The 
Reagan  Administration’s  “tempered 
response"  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Korean  airliner  on  Sept.  1  drew 
commendation  from  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  Sept.  15  here,  along  with  the  hope 
“for  a  more  constructive  response  from 
the  Soviet  Union"  than  has  so  far  been 
forthcoming. 

A  statement  signed  by  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp,  Springfield,  Ill.,  president  of  the 
board,  and  Haviland  C.  Houston,  general 
secretary,  said  in  part : 

“As  president  and  general  secretary  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  we 
express  our  continuing  deep  concern 
over  the  September  1  destruction  of 
Korean  Airlines  flight  7,  the  tragic  loss  of 
life  that  occurred,  and  the  defensive 
response  by  leaders  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
We  continue  to  hope  for  a  more 
constructive  response  from  the  Soviet 
Union  to  this  violation  of  international 
and  moral  standards.” 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

FOR  SALE:  Gestetner  400  memograph  machine, 
Elliott  addressograph.  Underwood  manual 
typewriter;  Burroughs  electric  adding  machine  - 
Best  offers;  and  a  Heyer  lettergraph  spirit 
duplicator  —  lfc  yrs.  old,  like  new,  $500:  Inquiries. 

NAME  TAGS  —  Permanent,  Plastic.  Engraved, 

Pastor.  FUMC.  Box  410,  Ft  Sumner.  NM  881 19 

samples  on  request  —  contact  Crystal.  Allied  Sign  & 
Engraving,  Inc.,  422  German,  Haysville,  KS  67060. 
Phone  (316  >  524-4345. 

CUSTOM  STOLES.  BANNERS.  PARAMENTS  for 
seasonal  and  special  services:  Designs  for  Worship, 
Inc  ,  2860  Walnut  Hill  Lane,  Suite  100A,  Dallas,  Texas 

75229  (214'352-6114/6124 

UU  loIAi'iUlI'lu  uKUvJr  rALieAuL.  oiay  HI 

Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort,  Rt  1.  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark.  and  see  the  Great  Passion  Play  (thru  Oct)  for 
only  $18  each,  including  tickets,  lodging,  swimming 
&  meals  Call  501/253-8418 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 

TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen.  Transco  Tower, 
Suite  1830,  P.O.  Box  1396,  Houston,  Texas  77251. 
Telephone  <713i  439-4072 

MAKE  MONEY,  help  build  churches.  Do  both  at  the 
same  time  through  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund.  Write  for  details  to  Nova  A.  Langston,  Room 
303-L.  475  Riverside  Dr..  NY.  NY  10115 

SMALL  CHURCH  CHOIR  DIRECTORS  -  Send  for 
an  introductory  copy  of  Choir  Notes,  a  national 
communications  network  for  small  church  choir 
directors  and  pastors  Share  what  you  are  doing,  and 
learn  what  others  are  finding  helpful  Send  to  Choir 
Notes.  Box  518.  Apple  Creek,  OH  44606 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Executive  Director  of 
United  Methodist  children's  home,  Greeneville,  TN. 
Manage  multi-purpose  agency  'residential,  group 
homes,  foster  homes,  adoption;  200  children;  $17 
million  budget)  Ten  years  experience  required. 
Principally  business  management  background 
required,  also  human  services.  Must  be  active 
Christian  church  member  Good  benefits,  salary 
negotiable.  Send  inquiries  to  P.O.  Box  188, 
Greeneville.  TN  37743 

MANAGER  WANTED  FOR  WOMEN  s 
RESIDENCE  Requires  experience  and  education  in 
hospitality/institutional  management  Salary  $17,160 
yr  +  apt.,  meals.  &  benefits.  Request  application. 
Marv  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  St,,  San  Francisco 
94109 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  -  Dynamic,  multiple  staff 

church  with  innovative  Music  and  Arts  Ministry,  3 
services.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Dave  Collett, 
c/o  Colonial  Hills  United  Methodist,  5247  Vance 
Jackson.  San  Antonio.  TX  78230 

DILLON.  CO.  T1MESHAKE.  Large  1  bdrm.  Pool, 
jacuzzi.  sauna,  tennis.  Near  lake  &  skiing.  Choose 
any  week  but  Christmas  $2500.  Peterson  6842  E 

Eldorado  PI  .  Lakewood.  CO  80227  (  303  )  987-0396. 

CONTAGIOUS  CHRISTIAN  COMMUNICATIONS 
presents  Grace  Giving.  A  totally  new  concept  in 
giving.  Rooted  in  scriptures,  it  inspires,  motivates, 
instructs  and  challenges,  order  now  —  send  $2  to  Jim 
Martin.  Rt.  1, 2881  Brazelton  Road,  Randon  Lake.  WI 
53075  j 

PRACTICAL  EXERCISES  FOR  INNER 
HARMONY.  Sixteen  fascinating  methods  for 
discovering  spiritual  solutions  to  problems  Find 
security,  heal  hurts.  $1.  Newlife,  Box  684-IR.  Boulder 

City.  Nevada  89005 

ISRAEL.  EGYPT,  JORDAN.  GREECE  14  days  All- 
inclusive  from  Houston  $1,975.  Anthony  Webster. 
Westminster  Methodist  Church,  5801  San  Felipe. 
Houston 77057  '713'  782-7750 or  461  -3099 

TOUH  THE  BIBLE  LANDS  'Israel.  Jordan  & 
Egypt'  and  then  see  the  Oberammergau  Passion 
Play  with  UMC  pastor  West  Coast  departure.  July  9- 

25.  1984.  Write  Rev  James  Current.  143  Fiesta 
Circle.  Orinda.  CA  94563  for  brochure 

CONGREGATION  of  1800  members  seeks  qualified 
Director  of  Educational  program  Write  James  R. 
Green,  Stale  Street  United  Methodist  Church.  300 
•West  Valley  Drive.  Bristol.  VA  24201 

CAMPING  POSITIONS:  Director  of  Camps  and 

Conferences,  site  Manager-Director,  site  Assistant 

Mgr  Write:  Dennis  R  Emrick.  United  Methodist 
Offices.  P  O  Box  820.  Valley  Forge.  PA  19482. 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelical  mag¬ 
azine  for  United  Methodists.  Inspiring  features.  Mov¬ 

ORIGINAL  urograms,  skits,  poems,  suitable  lui 
adaptation  for  any  purpose  Inquire:  MBS.  222 

ing  editorials.  Scripturally  sound.  Send  $7  for  one- 
year  (six  issues)  to  Good  News.  Wilmore,  KY  40390 

Tohickon  Avenue.  Quakertown.  PA  18951.  or  call  215- 
536-4596 

CHURCH  SECRETARIES  NEWSLETTER. 

Practical,  professional,  informative.  Puts  you  in 

METHODIST  ROOTS  PILGRIMAGES.  1984  -  2uoUi 

Anniversary  -  United  Methodist  Church  Relive 
ministry  of  Wesleys  in  England  under  direction  of 

touch  with  church  secretaries’  national  network. 
Write  Pro.  File.  13004  Pratt.  Lee's  Summit.  MO  64063 
for  brochure 

Methodist  scholars.  Included:  Wesley  Chapel  and 
museum.  London:  Cambridge,  Lincoln.  Epworth. 
Coventry.  Stratford-on-Avon.  Bristol.  Oxford 
Departures.  From  Nashville,  May  16;  from  Texas, 
June  13;  from  Detroit.  June  20;  from  Minneapolis, 
June  27;  from  Kansas.  July  11;  from  Des  Moines. 
July  18;  from  Denver.  August  1.  from  Virginia. 
October  10.  All  14  days  duration  Flexible  return 
dates  First  class  accommodations,  attractive  rates 
Roundtrip  fares  Free  brochure  Phone  toll  free 
Nationwide  1-800-251-2141,  Tennessee  only:  '615'  385- 
2000.  Group  department  collect  Dr  Richard  N 
Bender.  Ambassador  Travel.  4525  Harding  Road. 
Nashville.  TN  37205 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  desired  for 

2400  member  First  UMC,  Odessa.  Texas  Experience 
preferred  Current  program  is  extremely  active 
Strong  church  support  Resumes  :  Pastor.  415  N  Lee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761 

BRAINEKD  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  director  of  Christian  Education  Duties 
include  children  and  youth  ministries,  and  to  parents 
of  each,  with  emphasis  on  training  leaders  and 
developing  creative  ministries.  Salary  $15-17.000  plus 
benefits.  1500  member  urban  church.  Contact:  John 
Ripley.  4315  Brainerd  Rd  .  Chattanooga.  TN  37411 
(615)698-6951 
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JISIANA  C0NFERENQ5  COUNCIL  ON  MINISTRIES  TO  MEET 


Members  of  the  Planning  and  Research  Committee  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  are  shown  above  in  their  September  14  meeting.  The  group,  planning  for 
the  October  8  Council  meeting  are.  left  to  right:  Rev.  Kathy  Henderson:  Mrs.  Amy 
Ward,  Chair  of  the  Council  on  Ministries,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin;  Rev.  Donald 
Hall;  Dr.  J.  Woodrow.  Hearn,  Chair  of  the  Committee:  Dr.  Charles  Simmons:  Dr. 
Tracy  Arnold:  and  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Director.  _ 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
has  normally  conducted  an  annual, 
meeting  in  February  each  year  to 
develop  a  working  budget  for  the  boards 
and  agencies  of  the  Conference.  This 
year  a  “new”  meeting  on  Saturday, 
October  8th,  at  First  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  has  been  added  to  the  agenda. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to 
develop  programs  for  the  Louisiana 
.Conference  for  the  coming  years.  The 
,  meeting  will  begin  with  a  report  from  the 
Research  and  Planning  Committee'ftTOie 
,  Council  on  Ministries,  chaired  by J)r.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn.  Reco'mmendaf ions' Tor 
staffing  and  programming,  representing 
months  of  working  and  planning  by  this 
committee,  will  be  presented  to  the 
Council.  Following  this  report,  the 
various  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
Conference  will  have  an  opportunity  to 


present  their  own  individual  “program 
design  forms”  for  consideration  by  the 
entire  body. 

This  past  summer,  the  Conference 
Council  office  sent  out  a  “Grass  Roots” 
Survey  form  to  every  pastor  and  local 
church  Council  on  Ministries  asking  their 
suggestions  for  Conference  program¬ 
ming.  The  information  received  from 
these  responses  will  be  shared  with  the 
group  as  they  plan  for  the  future. 

The  activities  of  this  day-long  event 
are  aimed  at  avoiding  overlapping  of 
programs  and  selling  priorities  for  the 
Annual  Conference  for  the  years  ahead. 
From  this  fall  meeting,  the  CCOM  will 
then  present  the  program  proposals  to 
the  winter  meeting  of  the  Council  for 
approved  funding  and  to  the  Annual 
Conference  for  adoption. 


Persons,  Churches  Sc  Events 

The  Springhill  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  their  Fifth  Annual  Home¬ 
coming  Sunday,  September  25th  during  the  10:55  a.m.  worship  service. 
Following  the  service,  a  covered  dish  luncheon  was  held,  with  each  family 
bringing  a  basket  lunch  to  share  with  guests  and  friends. 

*  *  * 

The  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  is  sponsoring  an  information  workshop  to  be 
held  Monday,  October  3  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  from 
10:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  The  workshop  is  designed  for  pastors  of  multiple  staff 
churches  and  those  hiring  diaconal  ministers;  for  persons  presently  serving  in 
diaconal  careers:  for  District  Superintendents;  and  for  Chairpersons  or 
representatives  of  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committees  of  local  churches. 

For  registration  information  on  the  workshop,  contact  Lylln  Guth,  Director  of 
Christian  Education,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  LA,  (318)  443- 
56%. 

A  reception  honoring  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin.  Sr.,  was  held  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  Southern  University  on  Sunday,  September  11,  recognizing  Rev. 
Calvin’s  fifteen  years  of  service  to  Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  Those  participating  in  the  program  were  Mr.  Nathan  Smith,  Lay 
Leader  at  Camphor  UMC;  Rev.  Wilbur  Davis,  Director  of  Wesley  Foundation; 
Dr.  Rogers  J.  Newman,  Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee;  Dr.  Matthew 
Crawford,  member  of  the  Administrative  Board;  Mrs.  Thelma  McDonald, 
Chairman  of  the  Council  on  Ministries,  and  The  Honorable  Richard  Turnley, 
State  Representative.  District  63.  Mrs.  Wilmetta  Jefferson  read  a  poem 
entitled,  “A  Man,”  and  music  was  offered  by  Miss  Melenie  Jack  and  Miss 
Josephine  Smith. 

Mrs.  Kathryn  G.  Mandier  presented  Rev.  Calvin  with  a  bronze  wall  plaque,  in 
recognition  of  his  fifteen  years  of  service  to  Camphor  and  his  election  to  the 
Jurisdictional  and  General  Conferences. 


Women  In  Methodism 


CATHERINE  BOOTH  (1829-1890)  was 
converted  to  Methodism  at  age  12.  When 
she  was  22  she  married  an  itinerant 
preacher  named  William  Booth.  When 
the  Methodist  church  refused  their 
request  to  leave  the  pastorate  and 
become  evangelists,  they  left  with  only  a 
smell  vision  of  what  God  wanted  them  to 
do.  Working  together,  preaching 
together,  they  discovered  their  mission 
in  Southwest  London  among  the 
prostitutes  and  other  social  outcasts. 
They,  and  other  Methodist  associates, 
founded  the  Salvation  Army,  whose  work 
has  touched  millions  throughout  the 
years. 

Endless  Line  of  Splendor:  and 

Great  Women  of  Faith 
HARRIET  TUBMAN  (1820-1913)  was 
an  escaped  slave  with  a  $40,000  bounty  on 
her  head  when  she  made  at  least  19  trips 
into  the  South  to  lead  other  slaves  to 
freedom  along  the  “Underground 
Railroad."  She  was  intensely  spiritual, 
trusting  completely  in  God  to  guide  her 
throughout  her  dangerous  journeys 
Although  some  have  estimated  that  she 
led  as  many  as  2,000  slaves  to  freedom, 
she  never  lost  one  nor  was  she  ever 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  discusses  the  schedule  for  General  Conference  with  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Louisiana  delegation.  Left  to  right,  above,  are:  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  leader  of  the  ministerial  delegation;  Bishop  Shamblin;  Dr.  Nancy 
Carruth,  Chair  of  the  delegation  ;  and  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold,  secretary. 

Delegation  Assigns  Persons 
To  Jurisdictional  Committees 
and  General  Church  Pool 

Women  —  Nancy  Carruth,  Amy  Ward, 
Sarah  Fugler,  Nell  Reed  and  Inez 
Chrisentery;  Lay  Men  —  Jack  Dew, 
Ernest  Arnold,  John  Porter,  Welton 
Brumfield  and  Walter  Brock;  Ethnic 
Minority  —  George  Calvin,  Don  Avery, 
Marta  Sanfiel,  Matt  Kawasaki  and  Roy 
Parfait;  Youth  —  The  Executive 
Committee  -  of  the  delegation  was. 
authorized  to  name  these  persons  after 
consultation  with  others;  Young  Adults 
—  Laura  Echols,  Jay  Caraway,  Stanley 
Williams,  Charlotte  Calvin  and  Kathy 
Thrasher;  Handicapping  —  George 
Schurman,  Mickey  Stringfield  and  Hank 
Brumfield. 


The  Louisiana  delegation  to  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
of  1984  met  September  12,  at  the  David 
Haas  United  Methodist  Church,  Bunkie. 

In  addition  to  the  choice  of  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  as  Louisiana’s  episcopal 
nominee, ,  the  group  also  elected  the 
following  persons  to  Jurisdictional 
Committees: 

Committee  on  the  Episcopacy:  Nancy 
Carruth  and  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  with 
Alfred  Norris  as  the  alternate. 

Nominating  Committee:  Welton 
Brumfield 

Rules  Committee:  Kirby  Vining  and 
Inez  Chrisentery 

Conference  Boundaries:  Ken  Reed  and 
Jay  Caraway 

Resolutions  Committee:  George 
Calvin  and  Sarah  Fugler 

Those  named  to  the  Jurisdictional 
Nominating  Pool,  from  which  names  will 
be  chosen  for  General  boards  and 
agencies  were:  Clergy  —  Carol  Cotton- 
Winn,  Alfred  Norris,  Tracy  Arnold,  J. 
Philip  Woodland  and  Ray  Branton;  Lay 


Special  presentations  were  made  to  the 
delegation  on  various  aspects  of  both  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
by  Nancy  Carruth,  Amy  Ward,  Doug 
McGuire,  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Jimmie 
Caraway,  Tracy  Arnold,  Alfred  Norris 
and  Kirby  Vining. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  delegation  will 
be  January  5, 1984,  also  at  Bunkie. 


captured.  After  the  Civil  War,  she 
devoted  her  life  to  her  church  and  to  the 
care  of  orphans  and  the  elderly. 

—  Encyclopedia  of  Notable  Women 
AMANDA  SMITH  (1837-1^15)  was  an 
ex-slave,  cook,  and  washer  woman  who 
overcame  multiple  personal  tragedies 
with  a  deep  personal  faith  in  God.  Con¬ 
verted  at  a  Methodist  “Holiness”  meet¬ 
ing,  she  felt  called  to  preach.  Despite  a 
lack  of  formal  education  but  armed  with 
a  beautiful  singing  voice  and  a  strong 
conviction,  she  became  one  of  the  most 
popular  evangelists  of  her  time.  She 
preached  to  thousands  in  America, 
England,  India,  and  Africa,  converting 
many  of  them  to  Christianity.  In  later 
years  she  worked  in  the  Suffragist  and 
Temperance  Movements,  dedicating 
much  of  her  time  to  black  orphans.  Her 
biographer  describes  her  as  one  who 
sought  the  will  of  God  in  everything 
she  did. 

Great  Women  of  Faith ;  and 
Encyclopedia  of  Notable  Women 

(These  are  furnished  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women.) 


Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Pastoral  Statement 
Of  The  Board  Of  Directors 


Baton  Rouge,  September  20, 1983 

We  affirm  our  experience  that  God  the  Holy  Spirit  is  leading 
the  Christian  churches  from  controversy  to  dialogue  toward 
reunion  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
leading  Christians  throughout  the  world  to  a  new  awareness 
and  appreciation  for  unity.  The  age  of  controversy  is  in  the 
past.  We  rejoice  that  we  are  in  a  new  era  in  which  oneness  is 
eagerly  desired  by  so  many  Christians. 

■  It  grieves  us  that  the  Reverend  Jimmy  Swaggart  has  publicly 
criticized  and  judged  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  other 
Christian  traditions.  This  appears  to  be  a  spirit  of  an  earlier 
age,  which  is  not  in  harmony  with  our  experience  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

The  Board  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  calls 
upon  its  more  than  1.5  million  constituents  to  be  wise  in  discern¬ 
ing  the  Spirit  of  God  according  to  Paul’s  counsel  in  Ephesians 
(4.3-7)  which  describes  the  goal  of  unity  in  the  Church  as  being 
“eager  to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
There  is  one  body  and  one  Spirit,  just  as  you  were  called  to  the 
one  hope  that  belongs  to  your  call,  one  God,  one  faith,  one 
baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of  us  all,  who  is  above  all  and 
through  all  and  in  all.” 


World  Communion  Sunday 

October  2,  1983 

Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships 


The  Problem:  Sin 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Jeremiah  2:9-13;  Romans  1:18-2:29 
(Lesson  for  October  2.  1983) 

Since  we  begin  our  lessons  with  Unit  2 
of  the  Fall  Series,  let’s  look  back  for  just 
a  moment  in  order  that  we  may  know 
from  whence  we  came.  The  Series  is 
entitled  “Our  Biblical  Faith.” 

In  Unit  1,  we  considered  how  God 
revealed  Himself  through  creation, 
history,  the  prophets  and  (most 
definitively)  in  Christ.  Today,  as  we 
begin  Unit  1,  we  turn  to  God’s 
redemptive  actions  toward  His  children. 
The  title  is  “God  Redeems  His  People.” 
The  first  lesson  speaks  of  “The  Problem : 
Sin.” 

Sin  is  one  of  those  subjects  we  discuss 
only  in  the  third  person  and,  most  of  the 
time,  superficially.  We  preachers  are 
prone  to  refer  to  sin  as  something  that 
happened  long  ago  in  Bible  times  or 
perhaps  in  the  Middle  Ages  or  maybe 
even  in  that  unnamed  church  we  served 
ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  We're  all  agin’  it 
but  we  define  it  in  such  broad  terms  that, 
even  when  we  proclaim  that  none  of  us  is 
sinless  or  pure,  it  seems  that  none  of  us  is 
a  sinner,  either. 

The  prophets  didn't  have  the  trouble 
with  sin  that  we  moderns  have.  Of 
course,  they  listened  to  God,  and  he 
made  things  clear  for  them.  They  were 
able  to  pinpoint  the  contemporary 
problem  and  to  keep  boring  in  on  it  until 
the  ones  needing  to  hear  heard. 

-The  prophetic  message  we  hear  today 
comes  from  Jeremiah  who  fearlessly 
accused  the  priests  of  never  inquiring 
“where  is  the  Lord?”  To  Jeremiah,  these 
priests  thought  of  themselves  as  being  so 
self-sufficient  that  they  didn’t  really 
search  for  the  God  about  whom  they 
spoke.  They  didn't  feel  any  need  for  Him. 
Jeremiah  took  the  law-interpreters  to 
task  for  trying  to  analyze  and  interpret 
laws  without  knowing  or  seeking  to  know 
the  law-giver  —  God.  He  chastised  the 
authorities  or  rulers  of  the  people  who 
took  more  power  than  they  had  earned  or 
merited,  turning  away  from  their 
spiritual  roots  and  away  from  God 


Himself.  And,  he 
condemned  the 
false-prophets  ( there 
were  many  in  those 
days  —  as  today) 
for  turning  from  the 
real  God  to  the  false 
gods  of  Baal.  All  of  W 
this  sets  the  stage  ^ 
for  the  actual  verses  f 

we  read,  the  verses 
which  describe  a 

people  who  do  not  have  the  faithfulness 
of  the  pagans  of  Cyprus  or  Kedar,  stating 
that  even  though  these  peoples  worshipped 
the  wrong  gods  —  pagan  gods  —  at  least 
they  were  faithful  to  their  professed 
beliefs.  These  people,  Jeremiah  said,  had 
forgotten  the  ever-fresh  water  God 
offered  and  had  dug  cisterns  that 
consistently  leaked  (this  being 
Jeremiah's  evidence  of  their  forsaking 
God  and  denying  their  dependence  upon 
Him.) 

Paul,  writing  to  the  people  at  Rome, 
describes  a  universality  of  sin  —  no  one  is 
sinless  —  everyone  has  sinned.  Further, 
He  insists  that  most  people,  aware  of 
their  sins,  belittle  these  transgressions 
and  shortcomings.  Paul  said  that  sin  was 
not  a  violation  of  human  law,  but  was 
directed  against  God  and  his  eternal 
order.  Paul’s  understanding,  therefore, 
agrees  with  that  of  the  prophet  in  that,  to 
them,  sin  was  essentially  spiritual, 
making  it  doubly  tragic.  Sin  involved  not 
the  violation  of  a  taboo  or  the 
disobedience  of  a  man-made  ordinance, 
but  involved  man’s  personal  standing, 
his  relationship  with  God. 

Paul  said  that  God  would  display  his 
wrath  or  honor  on  all  people  depending 
on  their  degree  of  faithfulness  to  His  will. 

Have  we  changed  greatly  since  the 
time  of  Paul  or  the  time  of  Jeremiah?  Do 
we  not  overlook  our  own  sins  (or  at  least 
belittle  them )  as  we  live  our  independent 
lives?  How  much  do  we  permit  God  to  be 
a  directing  force  in  our  everyday  lives? 
Are  we  ignoring  the  living  water  of  Christ 
while  digging  stagnant,  leaky  cisterns  of 
spiritual  autonomy?  We  must  recognize 
sin  for  what  it  is  and  acknowledge  its 
presence  in  our  own  lives  before  we  can 
receive  the  gift  of  God’s  redemption,-  His 
forgiving  mercy  and  saving  grace 


Editorial 


Coming  —  An  Explosion 


October  8  is  a  very  important  date  in 
the  life  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  will 
hold  its  first  fall  session  for  the  purpose 
of  beginning  to  plan  for  the  1985  program. 

The  Council  is  the  governing  body  of 
the  Annual  Conference  between  its 
sessions.  It  is  made  up  of  representatives 
from  the  boards,  districts  (DCOMs)  and 
administration  of  the  Conference.  The 
Council  is  also  inclusive.  Both  clergy  and 
laity  are  represented,  including  youth, 
young  adults,  ethnic;  as  are  the  interests 
of  the  Conference. 

Too  often,  it’s  an  easy  thing  to  relegate 
the  Council  to  “spending  the 
Conference’s  money,”  or  “meeting  to 
talk."  IF  that’s  all  that  happens,  then  it  is 
a  misuse  of  funds,  energies,  and  talents. 
However,  I  feel  that  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  will  meet  with  a 
sense  of  mission. 

Coming  into  the  Conference  from 
another  area,  I  am  learning  some  facts 
about  us  and  also  see  some  outstanding 
possibilities.  First,  we  are  blessed  with 
resources  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  —  outstanding  lay  and 
ministerial  leadership,  good  facilities 
and  strong  financial  support.  In  addition, 
we  have  a  fine  bishop  who  listens  and 
plans  with  persons,  churches  and  groups, 
and  whose  individual  status  in  United 
Methodism  gives  the  Conference  a  strong 


and  unique  place. 

Secondly,  the  “sleeping  giant”  is  about 
to  rise!  That’s  exactly  what  we  are,  and 
the  time  is  ripe  for  new  and  exciting 
ministries  to  take  place.  Church 
extension,  membership  increases 
through  new  and  old  evangelistic 
approaches,  new  horizons  in  TV  and 
communications,  a  broader  look  at  the 
social  needs  of  the  day,  a  larger  world 
view,  a  new  sense  of  ecumenicity  and  a 
warm  loving  heart  will  literally  help  the 
Conference  explode. 

So,  the  October  8  meeting  of  the 
Conference  Council  becomes  a  very- 
significant  opportunity  to  help  create  an 
explosion. 

“Who  knows  but  that  you’ve  come  to 
the  Kingdom  for  such  a  day  as  this' " 

—  E.F 
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Editorial 


Ordination,  scripture  and  Christian  unity 


“In-house”  remarks  by  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  to  a  few  of  his 
bishops  are  not  routinely  noteworthy  for 
Protestant  Christians.  But  when  Pope 
John  Paul  II  recently  spoke  with  23  U.S. 
bishops  at  his  summer  headquarters,  his 
comments  regarding  sex  discrimination 
and  the  ordination  of  women  touched  on 
issues  of  concern  to  Christians 
1  throughout  the  world . 

The  pope’s  comments  were  made 
during  a  half-hour  address  regarding 
matters  of  pastoral  leadership.  As  part  of 
his  message,  John  Paul  warned  the 
visiting  bishops  not  to  support  anyone 
who  “in  the  name  of  progress,  justice  or 
compassion”  promotes  the  ordination  of 
women  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood.  The  exclusion  of  women,  the 
pontiff  said,  “is  linked  to  Christ’s  own 
design  for  the  priesthood.” 

At  a  subsequent  point  during  the  same 
address,  the  pope  ironically  expressed 
strong  support  for  the  equal  rights  and 
dignity  of  women.  He  urged  the  bishops 
“to  oppose  any  and  all  discrimination  of 
women  by  reason  of  sex.” 

We  unashamedly  admire  Pope  John 
Paul  II  as  a  Christian  leader.  We  regret, 
however,  that  he  has  chosen  to  issue  a 
hard-line  reaffirmation  of  his  church’s 
centuries-old  tradition  of  excluding 
women  from  the  ordained  ministry.  We 
regret  even  more  that  the  pope 
attributed  his  position  to  our  Lord’s 
teaching  when,  in  fact,  scripture  is  silent 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


on  this  issue. 

The  Catholic  tradition  notwith¬ 
standing,  we  find  no  evidence  in  scrip¬ 
ture  that  Jesus  advocated  any  form 
of  priestly  order,  and  much  less  one 
which  specifically  would  exclude  half  the 
human  race.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  clear 
that  Jesus  welcomed  women  into  His 
circle  of  followers,  and  accorded  them  a 
place  of  special  importance  and  dignity 
—  both  during  His  earthly  ministry,  and 
following  His  death  and  resurrection. 

We  believe  that  the  pope's  lack  of  a 
clear  biblical  basis  for  systematically 
refusing  to  ordain  women  makes  the 
Roman  Catholic  position  on  this  issue 
difficult  to  defend  in  a  discrimination- 
conscious  world.  This  is  one  of  the 
relatively  few  areas,  in  fact,  in  which 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  appears  to 
cling  to  a  pre-Reformation  teaching. 
Consequently,  it  creates  an  on-going 
source  of  consternation  and  tension 
among  persons  in  that  church,  and  a 
hindrance  to  relations  between  Catholics 
and  Christians  of  other  traditions. 

We  would  never  suggest  that  any 
church  should  allow  worldly  opinion  to 
dictate  its  doctrine,  or  that  doctrinal 
integrity  should  be  sacrificed  to  create  a 
superficial  form  of  Christian  unity.  Nor 
would  we  suggest  a  precipitous  break  by 
Catholics  with  past  tradition  on  this 
issue.  In  the  absence  of  a  scriptural 
mandate  upholding  that  tradition, 
however,  we  would  hope  that  Roman 


Catholic  leaders  might  be  willing 
continually  to  re-examine  their  tradition 
in  a  way  not  suggested  by  Pope  John 
Paul’s  statements.  There  certainly  is 
ample  precedent  in  Catholic  tradition  for 
such  an  attitude  of  openness  to  revised 
understandings  of  ancient  traditions. 

Such  a  re-examination  should  include  a 
recognition  of  the  many  positive 
contributions  women  ministers  are 
making  in  denominations  with  a  tradition 
which  allows  women  to  be  ordained. 

While  continuing  to  discuss  and  reflect 
upon  our  differences  in  this  area, 
Protestant  Christians  and  Catholic 
Christians  also  should  continue  to  work 
cooperatively  where  possible,  including 
efforts  to  combat  discrimination  against 
women  in  areas  not  related  to  the 
priesthood.  We  should  not  hesitate  to 
affirm  the  pope’s  sensitivity  and 
commitment  in  this  area,  even  if  we 
cannot  understand  his  logic  in 
advocating  one  standard  of  behavior  for 
the  world  and  another  for  the  church. 

The  pope’s  remarks  should  also 
remind  us  as  Protestant  Christians  that 
the  struggle  of  women  for  their  rightful 
place  both  inside  and  outside  the  church 
is  far  from  over,  even  in  denominations 
which  ordain  women,  such  as  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  have  no  cause 
either  to  feel  self-righteous  or  to  relax 
our  efforts  to  eliminate  all  stereotypes  or 
condescending  attitudes  which  serve  to 
deny  women  full  respect  and 
participation  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 


PIP  (fOQ  PUT 
LIFE  OH  OTHER 
PlAMETS? 


ARE  7HERE  IH- 
TiU-l6IHT  8f M6t 
OH  MARS?  ARE  W£ 
UK'S  REAUT  FROM 
OUTER  SPACE? 


Here  I  Stand 
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6 Wage  war 9  against 
child  molesting 


WIT«  40CH  NOHEH' 
TOK  1<XU£* 
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GBL'/THIMK  ABOUT 
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By  OLIVER  K.ZIVNEY 

Upon  returning  from  my  annual 
conference,  I  discovered  that  the  stress 
today  in  United  Methodism  is  a  three- 
letter  word:  “War."  It  appeared  that  the 
church’s  first  line  of  defense  was  to 
engage  in  battle  over  homosexuality  — 
over  the  concepts  of  identifying  it  either 
as  a  natural  condition  or  as  a  perversion 
of  heterosexuality.  Then  we  had  the 
mind-boggling  issue  of  a  possible  nuclear 
holocaust,  to  say  nothing  of  pollution  of 
'earth  and  sky  by  commercialism. 

But  the  church  has  conveniently  be¬ 
come  blind  and  deaf  to  another  war.  that 
we  are  now  fighting  —  and  losses  are  heavy. 
It  is  a  form  of  guerilla  warfare  embarras¬ 
sing  to  admit,  and  thousands  of  years  old. 
It  is  found  in  almost  every  culture  —  the 
fight  against  child  abuse,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular,  the  sexual  abuse  of  children! 

Statistics  reveal  that  one  out  of  every 
four  children  born  today  will  experience 
some  form  of  sexual  abuse  before  they 
reach  the  age  of  20!  Sexual  abuse  is 
rapidly  surpassing  physical  abuse  as  the 
worst  problem  children  face.  Parents  all 
tell  their  children  to  be  scared  of  strangers, 
but  only  10  percent  are  molested  by  peo¬ 
ple  they  know  —  often  the  same  adults 
that  attend  church  on  Sunday.  Incest 
does  not  involve  outright  force  most 
often,  because  the  power  and  authority 
of  being  an  adult  is  enough.  And  in  the 
short  term,  the  kids  may  enjoy  the  atten- 
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To  the  Editor : 

I  read  with  interest  your  article  on  the 
proposal  for  two  ordained  ministries  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  9) .  I  feel  that  this  is  a  step  in 
the  wrong  direction. 

As  a  layman,  I  have  only  a  layman’s 
knowledge,  but  my  awareness  of  the 
religious  needs  of  laity  is  significant. 
Nothing  in  the  reported  proposal 
suggests  to  me  that  any  better  pastoral 
care  will  be  provided,  nor  that  any  more 
people  will  be  reached.  I  infer  the 
contrary. 

Your  article  quotes  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry  as 
saying:  “Elders  would  ‘bear 

responsibility  for  the  discipline  of  the 
church  and  are  teachers  and  preachers 
of  the  faith  .  .  .  proclaiming  the  word 
through  preaching,  and  teaching  of  the 
Gospel,  celebrating  the  sacraments  .  .  . 
providing  pastoral  care  .  .  .’  ”  Must  I 
infer  that  without  an  elder  I  would  be 
without  such  ministry?  I  have  held 
membership  in  a  variety  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  and  have  felt  equally 
served  by  elders,  deacons,  lay 
preachers,  and  one  certified  lay  speaker. 
Being  myself  the  recipient  of  three 
degrees,  I  don’t  denigrate  the 
importance  of  education,  but  it  is  only 
one  small  measure  of  a  minister. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  should 
base  its  decisions  on  the  needs  of  people, 
not  on  money  and  degrees.  Lay 
preachers  must  have  employment  in  the 
secular  world;  this  does  not  make  their 
Christian  ministry  inferior.  Part-time  is 
not  automatically  second  rate. 

Members  of  congregations  fully  able  to 
support  at  least  one  full  time  minister 
will  notice  little  if  any  effect  from  this 
decision.  It  will  be  noticed  first  in  the 
smaller  churches  which  are  already 
hurting. 

Every  year  United  Methodist  churches 
are  closed  and  properties  sold.  Why? 
Because  there  are  no  members?  NO! 
Because  membership  is  too  small  to 
support  a  minister. 

Traditionally,  large  church  mem¬ 
bership  feeds  from  those  nurtured 
in  the  small,  rural  congregations.  When 
the  small  church  suffers,  all  suffer. 

As  one  example,  the  church  of  my 
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childhood  is  a  dying  church.  It  should,  at 
least,  be  allowed  to  die  in  dignity.  It  has 
about  two  dozen  members  of  which  my 
80-year-old  parents  are  typical.  So  far 
this  church  is  lucky;  a  fine  Christian 
layman  preaches  there  every  Sunday. 

At  a  time  when  we  are  preaching 
universal  brotherhood  and  praising  the 
Roman  Catholics  for  breaking  the 
barriers  between  priesthood  and  laity, 
we  should  not  be  raising  such  barriers 
higher  in  our  own  denomination. 

Consider  the  disciples:  which  of  them 
was  a  priest  or  a  Levite,  or  even  a  scribe 
or  a  Pharisee?  Christ  himself  was  from 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  from  which  it  was 
impossible  to  be  the  equivalent  of  an 
ordained  elder. 

Perhaps  by  discussing  lay  preachers,  I 
seem  to  have  missed  the  point  regarding 
the  ordination  of  deacons,  but  I  don’t 
think  so.  The  deacon  is  in  an  important 
intermediate  position  that  should  be 
maintained  as  closely  as  possible  to  that 
of  elder. 

1  think  this  proposal  should  be  viewed 
as  the  thin  edge  of  a  wedge  being  inserted 
between  elders  and  all  others. 

N.  Wayne  Horine 
Waynesville,  Missouri 

Downing  of  plane  shows 
Russians  can’t  be  trusted 

To  the  Editor : 

So  Bishop  James  Armstrong  blames 
the  military  build-up  in  the  world  for 
delaying  a  “better  life”  for  the  people  of 
this  world  (see  UMR,  Sept.  9). 

I  agree  that  increased  military 
expenditures  worldwide  absorb  millions 
of  dollars  that  genuine  Christians  would 
be  happy  to  see  spent  to  advance  the 
kingdom  of  God  -  IF  IT  WERE 
POSSIBLE. 

After  the  recent  shooting  down  of  the 
Korean  Airlines  plane  with  269  civilian 
passengers,  does  Bishop  Armstrong 
really  trust  the  leaders  of  the  Soviet 
Union?  Does  he  really  doubt  that  the 
political  leaders  who  are  in  power  in 
Russia,  and  who  are  behind  so  many 
wars  and  much  unrest  in  our  world  are 
out  to  take  over  and  control  the  world, 
including  the  United  States? 

We  live  in  a  world  that  is  at  war!  It  is 
communism  with  its  amoral,  atheistic, 
secular,  humanism  on  one  side  —  and  all 
the  rest  of  us  on  the  other  side.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  believe  all 
freedom-loving,  God-believing  people 


must  be  prepared  militarily  to  defend 
themselves. 

I  wait  patiently  for  those  who  think 
differently  to  come  up  with  a  workable 
plan  that  Russia  WILL  REALLY 
SUPPORT  —  one  that  will  stop  their  goal 
of  taking  over  the  whole  world. 

I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a 
communist  behind  every  tree,  every  hill, 
or  every  comer.  I  am  a  Christian  who 
loves  the  church  worldwide,  and  not  only 
America,  but  all  peoples,  even  my 
enemies.  Raymond  E.  Pierson 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

KAL  shooting  does  not 
justify  self-righteousness 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  writing  this  letter  only  a  few 
days  after  the  tragedy  of  the  Korean 
airliner;  thus,  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
charges  and  counter-charges  between 
the  “godless”  Soviets  and  the  “civilized" 
world.  Under  the  circumstances,  we  will 
probably  never  know  all  the  true  facts 
and  details  of  this  event.  Our  concern  is 
with  the  ugly  mood  demonstrated  by 
many  of  our  “Christian”  people,  calling 
for  “retaliation”  by  means  which,  in  our 
opinion,  negate  the  Christian  principles 
we  have  been  taught. 

Reliance  on  threats,  boycotts,  and 
armaments  to  achieve  security  and  a 
decent  world  of  justice  and  peace  will 
lead  only  to  increasing  violence,  at  home 
and  abroad.  Name-calling  by  our  leaders 
and  many  of  our  people  will  not  add  calm 
to  troubled  waters,  nor  contribute  to 
world  peace. 

Our  own  government  is  rapidly  moving 
toward  increased  suppression  of  its 
activities  by  broad  “classified”  use.  We 
need  more,  not  less,  freedom  of 
information.  The  present  administration 
wants  the  opposite,  yet  above-board 
activities,  open  to  inspection  and 
criticism,  are  the  hallmark  of  a 
democracy. 

Perhaps  before  we  devote  too  much 
energy  to  name-calling  and  self- 
righteous  indignation  we  should  recall 
the  tragedy  we  initiated  in  the  holocaust 
we  caused  in  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki, 
under  the  pretext  of  “military  necessity” 
and  retaliation  for  the  earlier  event  at 
Pearl  Harbor.  Indeed,  “All  we  like  sheep 
have  gone  astray,”  and  penitence  for  all 
is  necessary.  Mr  &  Mrs  L  E  Basinger 
Quincy,  Illinois 

My  Witness 


Sullivan  and  his 
‘principles’  defended 

To  the  Editor : 

Sharon  Mielke  gave  a  lot  of  space  to 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  the  South 
African  Council  of  Churches  as  he 
condemned  the  so-called  “Sullivan 
Principles”  (see UMR,  Aug.  26). 

Bishop  Tutu  condemns  Dr.  Leon 
Sullivan,  the  formulator  of  the  “Sullivan 
Principles.”  The  indication  is  that  Dr. 
Sullivan  has  been  used,  thereby 
advancing  the  cause  of  apartheid  as 
practiced  in  South  Africa. 

I  remember  hearing  Dr.  Sullivan 
preach  several  times  some  25  years  ago 
in  Johnson  City,  Tennessee.  Dr.  Sullivan 
was  and  I’m  sure  still  is  an  expert  on 
matters  of  the  soul  and  their  relationship 
to  our  Lord.  I’m  positive  Dr.  Sullivan 
does  not  intend  to  promote  apartheid. 

Ms.  Mielke  would  do  the  readership  a 
favor  by  at  least  giving  a  brief  outline  of 
the  “Sullivan  Principles.”  Better  still, 
Dr.  Sullivan  might  be  afforded  space  to 
respond.  The  Reporter  has  left  the 
impression  that  Dr.  Sullivan  is  inept  and 
gullible,  and  that  his  principles  and 
thoughts  are  totally  flawed.  It  can’t  be! 

Bishop  Tutu  is  quoted  as  stating  that 
“it’s  easier  to  be  a  Christian  in  South 
Africa  than  in  Canada  or  the  United 
States  because  the  issues  are  so  clear 
cut.”  I  assume  the  bishop  means  black  or 
white! 

Having  heard  Dr.  Sullivan  preach 
Jesus’  love,  I’m  persuaded  he  is  due  a 
forum  through  the  Reporter  in  order  to 
respond  if  he  wishes.  His  Christianity  is 
broad  enough  to  bring  Christ’s  love  even 
to  one  of  another  race.  His  intellect  is 
substantial.  Give  him  a  chance  and  the 
rest  of  us  a  treat.  Deliver  us  from  the 
poison  of  total  likemindedness. 

Hunt  Archer 
Laurel,  Maryland 

Some  pro-meat 
arguments  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  and  re-reading  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Heather 
Thomas  on  the  morality  of  eating  beef 
(UMR,  Aug.  19),  I  found  that  she  really 
gave  me  more  information  than  I  could 
digest.  I  am  not  in  the  position  to  argue 
with  her  statistics  and  I  am  one  who 
really  enjoys  a  good  steak.  But  there  are 


God  gives  us  guidance  when  we  seek 
His  will  through  prayer  for  all  we  do 


By  GRACE  E.  CLAPP 

Prayer  has  always  been  a  part  of  my 
daily  life.  As  a  little  child,  I  was  taught  to 
pray  —  first  childish  prayers  and  later 
tbe  Lord’s  Prayer. 

Later  I  learned  to  talk  to  God  instead  of 
using  structured  prayers.  But  it  was  just 
that!  I,  bigger  than  life,  talked  to  (or  at) 
God.  I  did  not  talk  with  God  and  I  did  not 
listen.  I  told  Him  what  I  wanted,  what  I 
needed  and,  on  occasion,  I  really  let  Him 
have  it  because  my  requests  weren’t 
answered  according  to  my  will. 

I  prayed  this  way  for  many  years  and 
wondered  why  this  "really  good 
Christian”  didn’t  feel  better  about  life. 

About  two  years  ago  I  started  on  an  in- 
depth  study  of  prayer  and,  as  I  studied 
and  learned,  I  gradually  changed  my 
prayers.  The  results  were  phenomenal. 
Some  changes  weren’t  hard  —  they  were 
just  learning  to  express  to  God  my 
feelings  for  Him.  I  did  love  Him;  I  was 
thankful  for  His  love  for  me.  His  care, 
and  His  understanding,  but  I  had  never 
told  Him. 

The  hard  changes  were  different.  I  had 
to  learn  to  ask  for  God’s  will  in 
everything  no  matter  what  the  problem 
—  or  how  I  wanted  it  solved  —  to  put  it  in 
His  hands  and  ask  Him  to  solve  it 
according  to  His  will. 

I  learned  to  ask  His  guidance,  to  be 
willing  to  accept  the  doors  closed  against 


me,  and  to  go  through  the  doors  He 
opened  in  complete  confidence  that  His 
will  was  best. 

I  learned  to  put  my  whole  life  in  His 
hands  and  be  so  confident  of  His  love, 
care  and  compassion  that  I  spent  no  time 
on  worry.  That  was  hard,  as  I  was  so 
used  to  asking  for  he  lp  and  then  going  my 
own  way  —  not  waiting  for  God  to  answer 
my  prayer  for  help. 

It  is  only  very  recently  that  I  have  been 
able  to  put  every  aspect  of  my  daily  life 
—  no  matter  how  small  —  in  His  hands 
and  feel  very  sure  that  however  the 
problems  are  resolved,  the  guidance 
comes  directly  from  God  as  a  result  of 
prayer. 

My  life  has  changed  drastically.  I  have 
a  kind  of  peace  and  serenity  I  never  knew 


before  I  committed  my  life  to  God 
through  prayer.  I  no  longer  have  cause 
for  worry  or  concern,  for  I  know  that  God 
is  in  charge  of  my  life  and  therefore, 
because  He  can  do  no  wrong,  everything 
will  always  be  all  right. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Grace  E. 
Clapp,  is  a  member  of  the  Wesley  Chapel 
UMC  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida  (Florida 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My 
Witness,”  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


Welcome  to  new  readers  of  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  450  member- 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference),  and  350  member- 
families  of  the  St.  Janies  UMC  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference ) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of 
this  newspaper  —  combining  local 
church  news  with  annual  conference  and 


general  religious  news  and  opinion,  and 
mailing  it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Pittsburgh  and 
Tulsa  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  UMR.” 


other  positions  to  be  considered  when  one 
considers  the  morality  of  eating  meat 
than  the  one  issue  which  Ms.  Thomas 
primarily  addresses. 

She  does  an  excellent  job  of  telling  us 
where  the  materials  come  from  that  are 
fed  to  the  cattle,  but  what  she  doesn’t 
mention  is  that  it  takes  seven  pounds  or 
more  of  grains  to  produce  one  pound  of 
edible  meat.  Another  issue  that  can  be 
raised  is  the  effect  of  eating  beef  as  a 
primary  source  of  protein  for  the  human 
body.  The  beef  that  is  the  most  edible, 
that  is  tender  and  juicy,  contains  a  great 
deal  of  fat,  known  in  the  market  as 
marbling.  It  is  scientific  fact  that  those 
who  rely  heavily  on  beef  for  protein  also 
develop  high  levels  of  cholesterol  which 
many  scientists  and  doctors  believe 
results  in  people  being  not  only 
overweight,  but  also  may  be  a  probable 
cause  of  heart  disease. 

The  second  and  probably  the  more 
serious  problem  is  that  most  starving 
people  could  not  possibly  afford  to  spend 
the  kind  of  money  that  semi-affluent 
Americans  spend  on  beef.  In  lands  that 
could  not  possibly  produce  beef,  it  is 
highly  improbable  that  they  could  go  to 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  importing 
expensive  beef.  In  countries  where  the 
annual  income  of  a  family  may  be  $300  or 
less,  how  would  they  be  able  to  afford 
beef  at  $2.00  or  more  per  pound  in 
quantities  that  would  insure  them  enough 
protein  to  live? 

I  believe  that  we  can  use  other  sources 
of  protein,  including  grains,  to  feed 
ourselves  in  less  expensive  ways  and 
donate  our  savings  to  help  fight  world 
hunger.  We  can  also  live  healthier  and 
simpler  lives  if  we  are  willing  to  make 
that  type  of  commitment. 

Ben  Read 

Wichita  Falls,  Texas 

Reporter  ‘keeps  my 
growing  points  green’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reply  to  what  “Readers  think  of  the 
Reporter,”  may  I  write: 

As  an  80-year-old  soldier  of  the  cross 
now  bedfast  in  an  infirmary  with  68  other 
persons,  I  find  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  my  “window  into  the  world  of 
Methodism.”  It  keeps  me  up  to  date  on 
topics  being  discussed  in  our  conferences 
and  pulpits.  It  keeps  my  growing  points 
green  although  I’m  confined  to  four  walls 
in  a  room  that  I  leave  rarely. 

Thank  you  for  your  “Letters  to  the 
Editor,”  "Here  I  Stand,”  editorials  and 
articles  on  church  and  missions. 

I  maintain  a  nightly  11:00  p.m.-3:00 
a.m.  prayer  vigil  when  I  hold  3X5  file 
cards  before  the  Lord  on  which  are 
written  prayer  requests  from  individuals 
and  35  organizations  that  send  me  prayer 
requests.  Be  assured  I  have  a  card  for 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
personnel.  G.  L.  Strong 

Saratoga,  California 


Oliver  Zivney 
tion  and/or  physical  caresses  involved. 

Reaching  adulthood,  some  of  them 
may  assume  they  share  the  blame  for  an 
incestuous  relationship  and  find  ways  to 
punish  themselves  and  others.  As  adults, 
incest  victims  may  have  marital  and 
sexual  problems.  Women  who  were 
incest  victims  as  children  seem  to 
unconsciously  seek  partners  who  will 
abuse  them  once  they  are  adults.  To  their 
horror,  they  often  see  the  cycle  repeated 
with  their  own  children.  They  recreate 
old  patterns.  Teen-age  boys  tend  to 
“punish”  other  youth.  Teen-age  girls 
often  react  by  becoming  promiscuous.  It 
is  the  only  way  they’ve  learned  to 
manipulate  their  environment.  The 
mixed  emotions  —  the  anger  and 
depression  and  guilt  —  all  go  along  with 
incest  as  witnessed  by  many  hundreds  of 
run-away  youth  in  our  society. 

Help  hard  to  find 

Ten  years  ago,  a  woman  came  to  my 
study  and  started  to  tell  me  a  story  about 
her  “friend.”  Before  long,  I  knew  that 
she  was  her  own  “friend,”  but  I  didn’t 
know  how  to  answer  her  longings  for 
understanding  in  dealing  with  an 
incestuous  relationship.  Like  many  other 
clergy  and  social  workers,  I  hid  my  own 
lack  of  knowledge  of  what  to  do  by  simply 
denying  what  I  had  heard  and  directed 
her  need  to  another  area  in  which  I  felt  a 
bit  more  comfortable.  Beating  a  child  was 
one  thing;  incestuous  sexual  relations 
was  something  else.  I  never  forgot  the  look 
in  her  eyes  when  she  left  —  wanting  to  live 

—  not  just  to  exist  as  a  partial  person. 

I  spent  the  next  five  years  trying  to  find 

some  educational  resources  for  the 
answer  to  that  look.  I  sent  letters  of 
inquiry  to  over  500  colleges,  including 
those  related  to  our  church.  Most  never 
even  bothered  to  answer  my  request.  The 
few  that  did  almost  felt  insulted  that  a 
parish  pastor  wanted  to  become 
“acquainted”  with  such  a  subject.  The 
National  Council  of  Churches  thought 
that  such  a  subject  should  be  left  to  the 
medical  profession.  The  medical  profes¬ 
sion  passed  it  on  to  the  field  of  social  ser¬ 
vices,  which  passed  the  buck  right  back 
Fellow  ministers,  hearing  of  my  search, 
smirked  about  the  “dirty  old  man”  —  ap¬ 
parently  believing  that  God  would  be  too 
embarrassed  to  discover  that  His  grace 
could  be  required  for  such  a  need. 

A  social  worker  at  a  seminar  for  the 
counseling  of  previously  married 
persons  also  desired  the  same  training. 
So,  joining  forces,  we  received  training 
in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee.  At  the  1981 
Fifth  National  Conference  of  Child  Abuse 
and  Neglect,  more  than  2500  delegates 
included  only  three  clergy.  I  thank  God 
for  an  understanding  district  superinten¬ 
dent  and  bishop  for  their  continued  en¬ 
couragement  when  I  felt  I  was  alone 
battling  a  dragon  with  many  heads. 

A  way  we  can  win 

What  can  be  done?  First,  we  should  try 
to  stress  to  our  youth  that  if  they  are 
touched  by  somebody  and  it’s  confusing 
or  frightening,  they  shouldn’t  be  afraid  to 
verbalize  their  feelings.  Often  an  adult 
will  say,  “This  is  our  little  secret,”  so  they 
won’t  tell.  This  is  not  tattling,  however, 
which  we  often  encourage  children  not  to 
do.  This  is  simply  giving  the  child  per¬ 
mission  to  state  what  we  believe  —  that 
our  bodies  are  given  to  us  by  the  love  of 
the  Creator  as  something  so  special  that 
we’re  only  given  one  for  a  lifetime  — 
therefore,  it  is  private  and  precious. 

We  inoculate  our  children  to  prevent 
contagious  diseases.  Let  us  also  begin  a 
preventive  program  to  win  the  war  on 
perversion.  A  good  resource  that  may  be 
used  by  any  church  is  the  coloring  book: 
“Red  Flag,  Green  Flag  People”  for  the 
very  young.  It  is  not  a  sex  education 
study.  The  green  flag  is  a  hug  from  mom 

—  it  makes  you  feel  good.  A  red  flag 
touch  is  a  touch  that  is  forced  on  you  that 
makes  you  feel  bad  or  confused.  It  helps 
children  learn  about  those  kind  of 
touches  without  fear  of  “preaching.  ” 

Second,  we  need  to  testify  by  ou^ 
“support  systems”  that  victims  of  sexual 
abuse  are  not  alone  and  the  only  one  it’s 
happened  to.  And  we  need  to  show  them  a 
very  real,  personal  love  that  enables 
them  to  “love  themselves”  anew. 

Remember  the  figure  —  one  out  of 
every  four!  This  is  a  war  we  can  win  if 
we’re  not  afraid  to  live  audaciously. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Oliver  K.  Zivney,  is  pastor  of  Strong- 
hurst  and  Carman  UMC,  Illinois  (Central 
Illinois  Conference). 


SUSANNA  WESLEY  HEALTH  CENTER 
at  Epworth  Village 
Hialeah,  Florida 

is  proud  to  announce  that  construction  has  begun 
on  a  120-bed  skilled  nursing  home. 

We  sincerely  appreciate  the  following  for  their  valuable 
assistance  resulting  in  the  success  of  the  project: 


THE  BABCOCK  COMPANY 
Coral  Gables,  Fla. 

(intend  ( '.onlmrlor 

SEYMOUR  DREXLER,  A.I.A. 
Miami,  Fla. 

An- hi  led 

THOMAS  E.  SEWELL.  C.P.A. 
Pembroke  Pines,  Fla. 


STOCKTON,  WHATLEY,  DAVIN  &  CO. 
Jacksonville.  Fla. 

Mortgage  Prarenning 

HERBERT  J.  SIMS  &  CO.,  INC. 
New  York  City 
Inmlmnil  Hanker 

BROAD  AND  CASSEL 
Miami,  Fla. 

Legal 


For  information  on  the  290-unit  Retirement  Community  or  the 
nursing  home,  contact : 

Jerry  Derbish,  Executive  Director 
Epworth  Village 
5300  W.  16  Avenue 
Hialeah,  FL  33012 
Phone:  305/556-3500 
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A  Supplement  to  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 

Giving  Wings  to  Missions 


By  STEVE  AND  GAIL  QUIGG 

Missions.  What  is  it  all  about?  How  can 
you  as  church  members  relate  to 
missions?  What  does  missions  have  to  do 
with  you? 

The  United  States.  What  does  it  mean 
to  those  of  us  who  work  in  those  places 
once  unknown  to  many?  How  can  we 
relate  to  the  conditions  and  situations  we 
face  daily  —  things  many  North 
Americans  have  never  experienced  or 
never  will?  How  can  missions  and 
Americans  come  together? 

There  are  many  ways,  but  one  of  the 
most  effective  that  we  have  discovered  is 
through  Advance  Special  sharing. 

Sharing  is  a  word  implying  a  certain 
degree  of  caring.  Caring  about  those 
around  us  is  part  of  the  gospel  that  Jesus 
taught  and  lived.  Probably  every  one  of 
you  has  known  the  fulfillment  of  sharing 
with  someone  —  caring  enough  about 
someone  who  is  hurting  to  want  to  share 
the  pain,  to  give  with  a  loving  heart  to 
ease  a  need. 

We  have  been  working  in  Nigeria  for 
the  last  three  and  one-half  years,  sharing 
our  time  and  talents  with  people  of  that 
vast  land.  How  do  we  do  this? 

Think  National  PIM 

Many  would  contend  that  the  heart  of 
missions  —  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  the  mission  sending 
and  resourcing  agency  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  —  is  persons  in  mis¬ 
sion  (PIM). 

You  will  find  information  on  World 
Program  Division  persons  in  mission  in 
this  tabloid. 

The  National  Program  Division  has 
several  categories  of  persons  in  mission 
(PIM).  In  division  programs  and  other 
relationships,  persons  are  seen  as  a  vital 
resource  for  mission  program 
development.  The  focus  is  on  the 
programs  as  a  whole,  not  simply  on 
sending  or  supporting  persons  in 
mission.  Thus,  financial  support  is 
usually  designated  for  the  program 
assignment  in  which  persons  are  being 
trained,  employed  or  empowered. 
Categories  include: 

•  Church  and  Community  ministry  ; 

•  Communi  ty  Developers  progr  a  m ; 

•  Home  missionary  support; 

•  Korean  Missioners  program 

(National); 

•  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Service; 

•  US-2  program. 

All  categories  welcome  Advance 
support. 


We  are  part  of  a  mission  aviation 
program.  We  get  numerous  requests  in  a 
week’s  time  relating  to  church  and 
community  needs. 

Recently  there  was  the  big  biennial 
conference  meeting  where  delegates 
from  each  of  the  seven  districts  met  to 
make  major  policy  decisions.  The  plane 
got  them  to  the  meeting  safely  in  a  20- 
minute  flight. 

The  same  trip  by  road  might  have 
taken  an  entire  day  of  riding  in  a  truck  or 
tractor  as  far  as  it  could  go,  then  walking 
through  a  swamp  to  the  river.  At  the 
river  it  would  mean  getting  a  canoe  to  the 
other  side  where  there  are  "good”  mud 
roads  and  an  occasional  car.  After  a  trip 
like  that,  no  one  wants  to  make  big 
decisions.  The  church  is  grateful  for  the 
plane. 

All  of  this  is  made  possible  by  Advance 
Special  sharing.  Without  the  Advance,  it 
would  be  very  difficult  for  our  aviation 
program  and  many  other  ministries  to 
make  ends  meet. 

The  costs  of  plane  fuel  ($250  a  drum), 
parts  (much  more  expensive  than  car 
parts),  and  air  freight  and  shipping 
(terribly  high)  are  much  higher  than  we 
could  afford  to  charge  people. 

The  money  we  receive  from  the 
Advance  (and  we  get  every  penny  sent 
in)  helps  us  meet  some  of  the  many 
expenses,  which,  in  turn,  allows  us  to 
charge  a  lower  rate. 

We  as  a  Christian  community  truly 
appreciate  the  plane.  It  brings  us  mail 
and  food  supplies,  makes  travel  easier 
and  provides  for  our  programs. 

For  example,  the  agricultural 


program  needs  the  plane  to  fly  day-old 
chicks  from  the  city  to  the  agricultural 
headquarters,  where  they  are  raised  and 
later  sold  to  the  local  people.  The  plane 
also  flies  in  supplies  such  as  vaccines  for 
animals  and  insecticides  for  crops. 

Many  people  have  been  grateful  for  the 
insecticide  that  keeps  insects  from 
eating  their  crops  which,  for  some,  is  the 
only  source  of  income.  The  medical 
program  uses  the  plane  to  fly  medicines 
to  bush  dispensaries,  where  Nigerian 
staff  help  the  sick  in  their  community. 

Many  people  in  the  U.S.  are 
transforming  their  desire  to  share  with 
people  in  need  by  giving  to  our  program 
through  the  Advance.  Every  dollar  given 
by  churches  and  members  reaches  us 
and  is  put  to  work. 

People  stateside  have  fewer  worries 
about  such  things  as  flight  schedules, 
maintenance  programs,  spare  parts, 
government  reports,  balanced  books  or 
thunderstorms.  Those  are  our 
responsibilities,  part  of  the  task  of 
converting  time,  talent  and  money  into 
positive  action. 

A  terrible  waste  it  would  be  if  the  plane 
were  to  be  idle  because  funds  for 
operating  it  were  not  available.  But  it  is 
working  because  there  are  people  who 
care  enough  to  share. 

Through  the  sharing  of  material 
wealth,  you  are  helping  transform  time 
and  talents  into  action,  meeting  the 
needs  of  this  faraway  place.  Thank  you 
for  sharing. 

The  Quiggs  are  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  based  in  Bambur,  Nigeria. 


UMCOR  (United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief)  is  on  the  front  lines  in  the  battle 
against  the  root  causes  of  world  hunger  and  poverty,  as  through  this  poultry  project 
in  Ecuador.  You  can  help  through  the  Advance. 

JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 
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LDG  —  Leaders 

By  NELSON  A.  NAVARRO 

A  $1,000  check  may  not  mean  much  to 
some  people,  but  for  many  ethnic 
minority  students,  it  could  mean  the 
difference  between  a  college  degree  and 
a  shattered  dream. 

For  many  years,  the  National  Program 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  been  responding  to  this 
well-known  but  largely  unmet  need  of 
ethnic  minority  students  through  its 
Leadership  Development  Grants  (LDG) 
program. 

As  its  name  suggests,  the  $75,000-a- 
year  Advance  Special  project  is  geared 
toward  developing  future  leaders  among 
Asian/Pacific  Islander,  Black,  Hispanic 
and  Native  American  congregations. 

Students  must  be  accepted  by  an 
accredited  college  or  other  educational 
institution.  Although  church-related  vo¬ 
cations  are  encouraged,  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  scholarships  have  gone  to  students 
in  such  diverse  fields  as  music,  art  and 
science. 

Last  year,  97  students  qualified  for  the 
program.  Chosen  from  several  hundred 
applicants,  the  recipients  represented 
diverse  backgrounds  and  interests. 
Among  them  were: 

•  Eunshin  Lee,  26,  an  Asian  studying 
business  management  at  San 
Francisco  State  University ; 

•  Doris  Cynthia  Johnson,  18,  a  Black 
student  in  theater  arts  and  journalism 
at  Pittsburgh’s  Chatham  College; 

•  Kenneth  Wayne  Locklear,  24,  a  Native 
American  liberal  arts  student  at 
North  Carolina’s  Pembroke  State 
University; 

•  Grisel  C.  Lopez-Ramos,  21,  a  Hispanic 
nursing  student  at  the  University  of 
Puerto  Rico. 

Like  the  several  hundred  minority 
students  who  have  benefited  from  the 
LDG  program,  these  grantees  receive  up 
to  SI  .000  in  financial  aid  each  academic 
year.  The  grant  is  renewable  until  the 
student  graduates,  provided  he  or  she 
maintains  good  academic  standing  and 
continues  to  need  assistance. 

Filling  crucial  gaps  in  the  financial 
needs  of  ethnic  minority  students  is 
where  the  National  Program  Division’s 
LDG  program  comes  in.  In  many  in¬ 
stances,  an  LDG  check  has  made  possible 
a  minority  student’s  staying  in  school 
instead  of  having  to  drop  out  and  perhaps 
risk  not  being  able  to  resume  studies. 

With  annual  college  expenses  estimated 
anywhere  from  $5,000  to  $20,000,  any 
assistance  program  for  college  students 
inevitably  attracts  long  lists  of  appli¬ 
cants.  The  LDG  program  is  no  excep¬ 
tion. 

Coming  at  a  time  of  massive  federal 
and  state  cutbacks  on  educational  assist¬ 
ance  and  college  loans,  these  escalating 
expenses  have  raised  yet  more  barriers 
for  ethnic  minority  students  who  are  just 
beginning  to  take  advantage  of  the  bene¬ 
fits  promised  by  the  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  of  the  1960s. 

The  more  ethnic  minority  students  in 
college,  the  better  the  future  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  will  be  in  building 
the  “church  of  tomorrow”  —  a  church 
that  will  reflect  the  racial  and  cultural 
diversity  of  our  nation. 

The  LDG  program  remains  largely 
inadequate  in  meeting  the  needs  of  a 
growing  number  of  the  church’s  future 
leaders.  Why  must  it  remain  a  $75,000-a- 
year  program  helping  just  100  students? 
Can’t  it  help  another  100? 

Surely,  that  isn’t  an  unrealistic  dream. 
All  it  needs  is  1,500  more  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  will  give  $50  annually  to  the 
Advance  special  for  Leadership  Develop¬ 
ment  Grants  ( Project  #982764 ) . 

Navarro  is  a  writer  on  the  staff  of  the 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation 
Program  Department,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


IJMCOR  Is  There! 


Susan  and  Grumpa  star  in  the  popular  film,  “Born  to  Give,"  that  tells  the  exciting 
story  of  the  Advance.  See  it  —  or  see  it  again  —  and  let  it  be  the  start  of  Advance 
participation  for  you  and  your  church.  Contact  your  conference  resource  center  (film 
library)  or  EcuFilm  (rental,  $15;  sale  $150),  810  Twelfth  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  TN  37203; 
phone  (800  )  251-4091 ;  Tennessee  residents  call  collect  (615)  242-6277. 

ARCHIE  HAMILTON 


Advance  Opens  the  Door  to  Mission 


By  CHARLES  H.  GERMANY 

The  capacity  of  the  Christian  gospel 
and  the  program  for  concern, 
compassion  and  financial  commitment  is 
being  tested  in  an  unparalleled  way  by 
events  in  today’s  world. 

World  Program  Division-related  col¬ 
league  churches  in  Africa,  Asia,  the 
Pacific,  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean 
are  urgently  calling  for  help  with  pri¬ 
ority  needs:  leadership  development, 
church  extension  and  evangelism,  chil¬ 
dren  in  war-ravaged  areas,  uprooted 
peoples,  rights  of  peasants,  status  and 
role  of  women,  ministries  with  youth  and 
care  for  senior  adults.. 

Our  own  society  in  the  United  States  is 
demonstrating  many  of  these  needs  in 
dramatic  ways. 

Christian  colleagues  are  seeking  help 
in  building  churches  in  Africa,  where  the 
church  is  growing  faster  than  even  the 
simplest  of  facilities  can  be  provided. 
Printing  presses  and  copy  machines  for 
producing  Christian  literature  are 
needed  to  guide  growth  of  new  converts 
in  biblical  understanding  and  responsible 
Christian  life. 

Educational  tools  for  base-level 
leadership  preparation  are  requested  in 


Indonesia,  where  a  contemporary  mass 
movement  into  Christian  faith  is 
occurring  in  Sumatra  tribal  areas. 

Clean  water,  simple  wells,  nutritional 
guidance,  health  care,  appropriate 
technology  for  better  farming,  animal 
care  and  other  ministries  call  for 
Christian  concern. 

The  world  is  watching  for  concrete 
evidence  that  Christians,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  care  for  bodies,  minds  and 
spirits  in  their  outreach  to  persons  and 
human  societies. 

The  General  Advance  Program  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  most 
effective  channel,  enabling  individuals, 
congregations,  districts  and  annual 
conferences  to  demonstrate  evidence  of 
the  faith  we  profess.  Projects  are 
carefully  reviewed. 

In  1982  the  Advance  had  its  greatest 
year  ever  in  providing  funds  for 
missionary  support  and  for  needs  like 
those  listed  above.  But  the  cries  of  our 
world  will  not  let  us  rest.  Nor  will  our 
God  who  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps. 

Germany  is  assistant  general 
secretary  for  program  administration  in 
the  World  Program  Division,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


The  entire  country  watched  night  after 
night,  eyes  focused  on  television  sets,  as 
storms,  high  winds  and  torrential  rains 
battered  the  coast  of  California.  People 
saw  gigantic  mud  slides;  new  valleys 
and  canyons  were  created  right  before 
their  eyes. 

Scarcely  anyone,  particularly  the 
residents  of  California,  could  believe 
what  was  happening. 

Yet  international  relief  officials  say 
that  what  occurred  in  California  —  the 
freak  weather  that  nearly  submerged  the 
state  in  some  areas  —  is  also  happening 
in  Argentina.  Reportedly,  85  percent  of 
Argentina’s  Corrientes  province  is  under 
water.  There  has  been  severe  flooding  in 
Ecuador,  too,  where  work  on  bridges, 
roads  and  communications  systems  has 
been  set  back  10  years. 

While  there  has  been  more  rain  in 
California,  there  has  been  water 
shortage  in  Africa.  Eighteen  countries 
are  in  the  throes  of  a  severe  drought  and, 
consequently,  a  severe  food  shortage. 

Ironically,  Peru  is  facing  both 
droughts  and  floods. 

Paul  Morton,  secretary  for  specialized 
ministries  with  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  says, 
“No  one  has  seen  anything  like  this.  We 
are  used  to  seeing  clean  disasters  —  a 
tornado  hits  and  leaves,  for  instance.” 

Now,  he  adds,  “We  are  seeing 
prolonged  natural  disasters  that  leave 
massive  destruction  in  their  wake. 
Tornados  are  touching  down  in  one  spot, 
going  50  miles  and  then  touching  down  in 
another  area.  One  area  had  320  tornados 
in  one  week. 

“There  are  places  which  have  never 
been  flooded  before,”  he  continues.  “But 
as  I  flew  over  them,  I  saw  no  rivers,  no 
creeks  —  just  a  large  body  of  water. 

The  increase  in  natural  disasters  is 
taxing  the  resources  of  agencies  trained 
to  deal  with  these  emergencies.  At  a 
meeting  in  Switzerland  last  April, 
officials  of  the  International  Red  Cross 
and  other  voluntary  agencies  confessed 
to  being  stretched  beyond  their  limits.  In 
the  United  States  alone,  the  Red  Cross 
has  spent  more  during  the  first  eight 
months  than  it  did  for  all  of  1982. 

UMCOR  has  spent  as  much  money  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1983  as  it  did  for  all 
of  1982. 

United  Methodists,  in  addition  to 
responding  to  local  appeals,  help  offset 
the  effects  of  these  disasters  through  the 
General  Advance.  UMCOR  Project 
#901670-1,  with  an  asking  of  $500,000 
annually,  responds  to  the  hundreds  of 
natural  disasters  in  the  U.S.  Overseas 
crises  may  be  alleviated  by  gifts  to  the 
UMCOR  emergency  relief  fund,  Project 
#982450-8. 

International  relief  officials  fear  that 
we  are  on  the  brink  of  a  worldwide 
emergency.  It  is  comforting  to  know  that 
the  General  Advance  —  through  UMCOR 
—  is  there! 

Here’s  Help 

After  your  church,  or  church  group,  or 
you  have  decided  to  participate  in  the 
Advance,  help  is  available.  See  page  3 
for  the  Partnership  in  Mission  catalog 
and  Advance  Office  addresses. 

Also,  contact  your  conference  or  dis¬ 
trict  mission  secretary,  or  your  juris¬ 
dictional  field  representative:  North 
Central  —  Dwight  S.  Busacca,  Room  4, 
10  E.  School  Ave.,  Naperville,  IL  60540, 
(312  )  357-0170;  Northeastern  —  Alice 
Trost,  1  Diana  Place,  Troy,  NY  12180, 
(518)  279-9009;  South  Central  —  Kenneth 
B.  McIntosh,  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas,  TX 
75201,  (214  )  742-6247;  Southeastern  —  H. 
T.  Maclin,  Room  404,  159  Ralph  McGill 
Blvd.  N.E.,  Atlanta,  GA  30365,  (404) 
659-0002,  Ext.  246;  Western  —  David  H. 
Blackburn,  625  Hamilton  Ave.,  Palo  Alto, 
CA  94301,  (415  )  321-0136. 

Cartoon  is  by  Roger  Sadler  and  Nancy 
Quigley  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  ,  .■ . 
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Africa’s  Time  Is  Now 


By  SHIMBA  NGOIE  BULAYA 

ACGD  (Africa  Church  Growth  and 
Development)  is  a  unique  program  in 
which  United  Methodists  from  Europe, 
the  United  States  and  Africa  have  made 
decisions  which  affect  the  church  in 
Africa.  It  is  a  1981-84  Special  Program 
which  is  making  history  in  the  work  of 
the  church  in  Africa  and  in  the  world. 

The  delegates  from  each  annual 
conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Africa,  after  coming  back 
from  ACGD  meetings,  share  their 
experiences  in  their  annual  conferences. 
Other  members  have  learned  how  to  look 
at  the  total  work  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  throughout  the  continent  of  Africa 
and  the  world. 

This  Special  Program  has  taught  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Africa  to  know  their 
challenge  by  raising  the  money  for  the 
extension  of  the  gospel  and  development. 
Despite  their  poverty,  they  have  added  to 
the  money  received  from  their  brothers 
and  sisters  from  the  U.S.  and  Europe. 
They  have  learned  to  feel  like  a  part  of 


Shimba  Ngoie  Bulaya 


The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
world. 

The  funds  raised  for  this  Special 
Program  help  in  new  church 
construction,  repair  of  old  buildings, 
evangelism  and  leadership  training. 

Because  of  this  Special  Program,  more 
than  20  new  churches  have  been  built  in 
response  to  the  rapid  growth  of 
Christianity  in  Africa.  Vehicles 
(bicycles,  motorcycles,  trucks)  have 
been  bought  so  that  preachers  and 
laypeople  can  reach  many  places  the 
missionaries  were  unable  to  reach. 

Lives  of  adults  and  children  are  saved 
in  church  hospitals  and  dispensaries. 
Because  of  the  rapid  growth  of  African 
society,  as  well  as  Christianity,  people 
who  have  to  be  prepared  to  help  modern 
society  have  been  trained  and  leadership 
development  has  been  stressed. 

ACGD  is  a  unique  program  suitable  to 
the  needs  of  African  churches  today. 
Many  churches,  hospitals  and 
dispensaries  are  still  under  construction. 
Additional  vehicles  are  needed  for  the 
extension  of  the  gospel  and  for  church 
development.  Leadership  training  is  still 
needed. . 

The  Africa  Special  Program  enables 
United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
to  be  partners  in  Africa  church  growth 
and  development.  It  is  a  chance  for  them 
to  work  with  African  United  Methodists 
in  one  of  the  most  significant  Christian 
developments  of  our  time. 

I  urge  fellow  Christians  to  encourage 
this  program  by  helping  to  raise  money 
for  the  increasing  of  Christianity  and  for 
the  development  of  African  society.  Let 
us  together  support  this  Special  Program 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Donors  may  give  to  four  broadly  based 
ACGD  Advance  Specials : 

•  General  008233-0  H-T 

•  Leadership  Development  008233-0  B-T 

•  Evangelism  008233-0  A-T 

•  Church  Growth/Establishment  of 

New  Churches  and  Repairs  to 

Damaged  Churches  008233-0  A-N. 

Bulaya  is  a  leader  in  education  and  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zaire. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Africa  Church 
Growth  qnd  Development  Committee, 
the  Advance  Committee  and  the  Zairean 
national  legislature. 


The  United  Methodist  Church,  through  the  World  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  works  with  many  colleague  churches  around  the  world. 
This  Christian  cooperation  takes  varies  forms,  from  agriculture  and  medicine  to  an 
arts  and  crafts  project  such  as  this  in  Peru.  United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
participate  with  colleague  churches  in  mission  through  the  Advance. 

JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 


The  Advance  is  the  official 
designated  giving  program  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  is 
“second-mile”  giving,  after  World 
Service.  Donors  (churches, 
individuals,  others)  may  give  to 
approved  projects  in  six  categories: 
National  Program  Division,  World 
Program  Division,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (units  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries), 
World  Hunger  Special  Program, 
Africa  Special  Program,  and 
Conference  and  District  Advance 
Specials.  United  Methodist  Women  do 
not  participate  in  the  Advance;  they 
have  their  own  channels  for  giving  to 
mission. 

The  Advance  Committee  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries, 
chaired  by  Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid  of 
the  Atlanta  Area,  guides  the  Advance. 
The  Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  New 
York  City,  is  director  of  the  Advance. 

For  more  on  the  Advance,  use  these 
resources : 


•  Partnership  in  Mission:  Catalog  of 
General  Advance  Specials  1983-84 
(4121),  $2.50  (plus  postage  and  handl¬ 
ing,  from  Service  Center,  7820  Read¬ 
ing  Road,  Cincinnati,  OH  45237; 

•  No  Gift  Is  Too  Small  (3257),  leaflet, 
free  for  postage  and  handling  from 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201 . 

For  specific  help,  contact  the 
Advance  Office,  Room  1316,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY 
10115;  phone:  (212)  870-3790. 

This  tabloid  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Mission  Education  and  Cultivation 
Program  Department,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  the  Division 
of  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation,  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Order  additional 
copies  from  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  IL  60201  at:  six  for  $1.50,  50 
for  $5,  100  for  $8,  1,000  for  $65. 
Comments  on  this  tabloid  are 
welcome.  Send  them  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  at  the  above 
Evanston  address. 


Persons  in  Mission:  An  International  Corps  for  Christ 


By  JOY  RUGH 

“Persons  in  Mission”  is  a  relatively 
recent  term  that  brings  into  perspective 
concepts  of  mission  that  demonstrate  the 
spread  of  the  sovereignty  of  God  in  the 
world. 

By  faith  and  by  following  God’s  calling 
into  other  countries,  Paul  interpreted  to 
the  early  believers  that  the  message  of 
the  risen  Lord  was  for  all  people. 

By  faith,  therefore,  persons  committed 
to  service  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
went  to  India. 

From  their  experiences  and  God’s 
guidance,  many  avenues  of  service 
developed:  churches,  schools, 

specialized  training  centers,  hospitals, 
health  services  in  villages  and  church- 
related  centers  in  urban  settings.  Out  of 
the  response  to  needs,  women  and  men 
became  educators,  medical  technolo¬ 
gists,  administrators,  secretaries  as  well 
as  educated  homemakers.  Persons  with 
disabling  conditions  were  given  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  live  to  the  best  of  their  abilities. 

By  faith,  many  persons  have 
committed  their  lives  to  Christ.  Many 
have  become  professional  church- 
supported  workers.  Others  have  taken 
their  places  in  government  or  private 
institutions  as  Christian  laypersons. 

Meet  some  of  these  Indian  leaders  in 
mission: 


Shanti  Daniels  is  a  social  worker  who 
for  years  has  served  the  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association  of  Delhi  in  rural 
village  programs  with  preschool,  health 
and  women’s  co-operatives.  She  always 
has  lived  in  the  village  which  is  centrally 
located  in  the  area  and  has  a  staff  of  8-10 
workers  whom  she  has  trained.  She 
shares  her  Christian  faith  and  leadership 
with  her  workers  and  village  people 
regardless  of  their  religious  affiliation. 

Mehar  Singh  completed  the  Methodist 
primary  school  in  Ghaziabad  and 
Methodist-related  Clancy  Higher 
Secondary  School  in  Mathura.  He  was  a 
village  boy  who  would  have  remained  at 
home  to  care  for  the  goats  and  help  raise 
wheat  but  for  these  opportunities.  He  is 
now  the  education  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  India  (MCI). 

Irene  Sant  Masih  is  known  as  the 
“Queen  of  the  Hills,”  having  given  years 
of  service  in  Christian  education  in  the 
Himalayas. 

Rose  Visuvasam  is  principal  of  Balar 
Kalvi  Nalayam  (“Opportunity  School”) 
for  mentally  retarded  children  in 
Madras.  She  is  carrying  a  tremendous 
program  of  helping  these  youngsters  to 
develop  their  best  potential. 

Agnes  Loyall  is  the  MCI  secretary  for 
women’s  work.  Her  responsibilities 
include  leadership  training,  village 


evangelism,  urban  centers  and  the 
deaconess  organization. 

Beatrice  Franklin  had  teacher  training 
and  gave  special  attention  to  non-formal 
education  in  villages,  training  teachers 
for  work  in  North  India.  But  she  was 
keenly  aware  of  the  needs  of  girls  who 
had  not  completed  the  eighth  grade.  She 
began  making  arrangements  for  such 
girls  in  a  learning,  homelike 
environment  where  they  can  move  at 
their  own  pace. 

Doris  Franklin,  Beatrice’s  sister,  is 
editor  of  The  Indian  Witness,  the 
publication  of  the  MCI.  She  is  an  India- 
educated  journalist.  In  1982  she  gave  a 
year  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York,  working  with 
Response  magazine.  She  returned  to 
India  last  December  to  be  a  leader  in  the 
MCI. 

Indian  leaders  are  the  superintendents 
and  directors  of  hospitals,  the  principals 
and  managers  of  schools.  The  six  MCI 
bishops  and  all  district  superintendents 
are  Indian  leaders.  Many  did  graduate 
study  through  the  Crusade  Scholarship 
program. 

By  faith,  missionary  leaders  are 
turning  over  responsibilities  to  national 
leaders  who  know  their  own  people, 
cultural  patterns  and  language,  and  who 
demonstrate  sensitivities  in  relating  to 


their  own  communities. 

By  faith,  supporting  churches  are 
understanding  the  widening  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  witness  to  Christ’s  mes¬ 
sage  through  local  persons  who  are 
missionaries  in  their  own  communities. 

By  faith,  supporting  churches  realize 
that  the  financial  needs  for  church 
outreach  in  evangelism,  education  and 
health  services  cannot  be  met  in  many 
countries  without  aid. 

In  years  past,  it  was  assumed  that 
effective  evangelism  meant  missionaries 
went  forth  from  the  U.S.  Now  change  is 
being  experienced.  National  leaders  and 
local  persons  in  other  countries  are 
witnessing  to  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Some  are  being  sent  from  their 
homelands  to  other  countries,  even  to 
North  America ! 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
support  program  for  “Persons  in 
Mission,”  and  the  Advance  is  an 
essential  part.  Support  of  these 
Christians  in  their  own  countries  and  in 
service  across  national  boundaries  has 
rapidly  gained  recognition.  As 
United  Methodists  share  in  this  support 
through  the  Advance,  “partnership  in 
mission”  is  experienced. 

Rugh  is  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
to  India. 
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Fighting  a  Killer 


By  FAYE  WILSON-BEACH 

A  silent  killer  is  stalking  the  world’s 
children.  According  to  United  Nations 
Children’s  Fund  (UNICEF)  statistics, 
this  killer  is  responsible  for  40,000  deaths 
daily,  When  combined  with  various 
childhood  diseases,  it  is  responsible  for 
one-third  of  all  childhood  deaths.  What  is 
it?  Malnutrition. 

Malnutrition?  A  silent  killer?  You  beg 
to  disagree,  some  will  say.  We  have  seen 
the  pictures  of  starving  children:  large, 
dull  eyes;  swollen  bellies;  spindly  legs 
and  arms;  a  listless  appearance.  What’s 
silent  about  that? 

According  to  Dr.  James  P.  Grant, 
UNICEF  executive  director,  those 
visible  characteristics  of  malnutrition 
represent  only  2  percent  of  all  actual 
cases.  The  other  98  percent  have  nearly 
invisible  symptoms.  As  Grant  says,  "It 
quietly  steals  their  energy,  gently 
restrains  their  growth  and  gradually 
lowers  their  resistance.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  long  has 
recognized  the  medical  problems 
children  face.  Many  of  these  concerns, 
including  the  heartrending  problems 
associated  with  malnutrition,  are 
addressed  in  the  Child  Support  Program 
of  the  General  Advance. 

UNICEF  statistics  assert  that  diarrhea 
is  a  killer  and  UNICEF  officials  say  that 
health  personnel  must  reinforce  the  ties 
linking  health  care,  water  supply, 
nutrition  and  education. 

The  World  and  National  Program 
Divisions  and  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  have 
projects  related  to  on-site  health  care, 
improving  education  levels  and  so  forth. 
For  instance,  Espanola  Hospital  in 
Espanola,  N.M.,  has  agreed  to  operate 
the  Dunham  Medical  Clinic  (Project 
#  581921-4)  with  the  support  of  the 
Advance.  The  World  Hunger  Special 
Program  supplies  wells  and  water  for 
2,000  people  in  Tanzania  (Project 
a  985760-1) 

UNICEF  statistics  reveal  that 
dehydration  (an  effect  of  diarrhea)  kills 
a  child  every  six  seconds.  Immunization 
against  childhood  diseases  helps  prevent 
malnutrition.  Together  measles, 
diphtheria,  tetanus,  whooping  cough, 
polio  and  tuberculosis  kill  five  million 
children  in  the  developing  world. 
Malnutrition  often  accompanies  such 
diseases.  In  Nicaragua,  dehydration  is 
responsible  for  10  percent  of  all  infant 
deaths.  A  clean,  reliable  water  supply 
can  reduce  infant  mortality  quickly. 

Our  church  through  the  Advance  fights 
these  illnesses  in  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world  through  such  projects 
as  the  Migrant  and  Hispanic  Ministries 
for  Rockingham  and  North  Guilford 
Counties  in  North  Carolina  (Project 
# 791500-0),  the  vaccines  program  in 
Sierra  Leone  (#006952-6  R-A),  and  the 
Eradication  of  Communicable  Diseases 
in  Ghana  (#  120521-8),  a  UMCOR  project 
providing  i  transportation  and 
refrigeration  of  vaccines. 

Much  improvement  in  infant  care 
made  in  recent  years  can  be  traced 
directly  to  a  return  to  breast-feeding 
among  women  in  developing  countries. 
The  Infant  Formula  Program  (ICCR), 
part  of  the  World  Hunger  Special 
Program  (#985457-3),  seeks  to  block 
promotion  and  marketing  practices  in 
areas  where  poverty  and  lack  of 
sanitation  lead  to  misuse  of  the  formula, 


The  Many  Face( t )s  of  Church  Development 


By  ELI  S.  RIVERA 

We  are  facing  today  many  possibilities 
for  church  development  —  for  both  new 
projects  and  redevelopment.  How  we 
respond  as  a  denomination  to  these 
possibilities  will  be  very  important  to  our 
future. 

People  have  many  ideas  about  how  we 
should  respond,  from  preparing 
comprehensive  church  development 
strategies  to  leaving  matters  to  each 
congregation. 

I  believe  that  we  need  to  pull  together 
the  best  ingredients  from  all  the  different 
ideas  in  order  to  devise  a  workable 
formula  to  accomplish  the  task. 

We  need  to  be  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
all  that  we  do  and  to  be  about  the 
evangelistic  task  in  each  congregation, 
reaching  out  to  persons  in  mission  and 
ministry.  Also,  we  must  do  adequate 
planning  which  encompasses  the  latest 
technology  and  methodology  available. 
For  this  task  we  can  do  no  less  than  our 
best.  The  Advance  has  a  part  to  play. 

Many  annual  conferences,  districts 
and  local  churches  are  excited  about  the 
possibilities  for  new  church 
development.  Many  are  involved  in 
capital  funds  campaigns  for  church 
development,  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  is  moving  toward 
recommending  church  development  as 
an  important  component  of  the  pos¬ 
sible  1985-1988  Missional  Priority. 

In  light  of  the  many  possibilities  and 
the  special  interest  from  annual 
conferences  in  this  important  agenda,  we 
need  to  move  toward  a  comprehensive 
church  development  strategy  that  will  be 
open  to  the  leading  of  the  Spirit;  that  will 
take  seriously  the  evangelistic  task  of 
sharing  the  Good  News  with  persons  in 
need  of  empowerment,  support  and 
liberation;  and  that  will  involve  the 
church  at  all  levels. 

Along  with  this  strong  interest  in  new 
church  development,  we  need  to  make 
sure  that  redeveloping  churches’ 
ministries  is  an  integral  part  of  any 
comprehensive  church  development 


strategy.  As  we  identify  the  possibilities 
for  new  church  sites,  we  also  can  identify 
existing  congregations  which  are 
stagnant  or  dying  in  communities  which 
are  growing  and  alive. 

We  must  work  with  existing 
congregations  that  need  to  take  a  new 
look  at  their  ministries,  to  energize  their 
people  toward  new  visions  of  mission  and 
ministry  and  to  be  involved  in  de¬ 
veloping  new  programs  of  exciting 
worship,  meaningful  education, 
fellowship,  nurture  and  service  to  the 
people  in  their  communities. 

In  this  task  we  must  involve  the  church 
at  all  levels,  from  local  to  national,  in 
pulling  together  the  available  resources 
in  order  to  make  an  impact.  In  church 
redevelopment  we  need  to  pay  special 
attention  to  new  program  thrusts, 
leadership  development  (especially 


clergy),  congregational  life,  the  facilities 
where  these  ministries  are  housed  and 
resources  needed  to  accomplish  the  task. 

A  great  challenge  in  church 
development  is  before  us,  and  we  must 
respond.  The  Advance  is  a  ready  channel 
for  such  response.  We  need  to  pool  our 
resources  under  God’s  direction  to  face 
these  possibilities.  We  need  to  go  and 
make  new  disciples,  to  share  the  Good 
News,  be  involved  in  ministries  of 
justice,  be  a  servant  church  and  minister 
to  the  needs  of  persons  and  communities. 

The  fields  are  ripe  for  harvest.  The 
possibilities  are  many.  Let  us  be  up  to  the 
challenge.  Let  us  be  faithful. 

Rivera  is  assistant  general  secretary 
for  congregational  development  in  the 
National  Program  Division,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


The  National  Program  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  serves 
persons  of  all  ages,  all  ethnic  groups,  many  economic  groups  with  a  wide  variety  of 
Christian  mission  ministries.  To  name  only  a  few:  education,  evangelism,  economic 
development,  mission  personnel  —  and  community  centers  such  as  this  day-care 
program  at  Neighborhood  Centers.  Inc.,  Memphis,  Tenn.  You  can  provide  much- 
needed  help  through  the  Advance.  Charley  leiiimgo 


and  thus  to  increased  infant  mortality, 
malnutrition  and  disease. 

Eradicating  childhood  diseases, 
providing  food  supplements  such  as 
occurs  with  the  Medical  Work  —  Milk 
Fund  (#005720-0  R-A)  and  giving  medical 
services  are  essential  parts  of  the 
Advance  Child  Support  Program. 

An  additional  aspect  is  care  of  the 
entire  family,  especially  the  mother.  The 
role  of  the  mother  cannot  be 
underestimated.  In  many  cultures,  it  is 
the  woman  who  brings  the  child  to  be 
vaccinated,  who  walks  the  extra  miles  to 
have  wood  so  that  she  may  boil  water  to 
give  to  her  children. 

For  that  reason,  the  Advance  sponsors 
projects  such  as  the  Community  Health 
and  Family  Planning  Program  in  India 
(#212381-8)  and  the  Chapare  Integral 
Rural  Public  Health  project  in  Bolivia 
(#985214-2). 

Job  development  is  an  important  part 
of  the  Child  Support  Program.  The  basic 
cause  of  malnutrition  is  the  lack  of  food, 
which  often  is  traced  to  lack  of  a  job  or 
land  ownership. 

No  one  can  ever  say  that  once  a  hungry 
child  is  fed,  the  work  of  the  church  in 
children’s  care  and  nurture  is  complete. 
Every  aspect  of  child  care  must  be 
addressed.  And  that’s  exactly  what  the 
General  Advance  Child  Support 
Program  does. 

Wilson-Beach  is  coordinator  of 
consultative  services  in  the  Mission 
Education  and  Cultivation  Program 
Department,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


Taking  a  cue  from  Scripture,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
is  offering  an  opportunity  to  fight  world  hunger  in  a  new  way:  the  UMCOR  Fish  Bank. 
Its  message,  above,  sounds  loud  and  clear:  Help  Alleviate  World  Hunger;  Give 
Through  UMCOR. 

This  attractive,  easy-to-assemble  bank  can  be  placed  in  home  or  church,  and  serve 
as  a  collection  point  for  gifts  to  world  hunger.  Two-thirds  of  what  is  given  through  the 
fish  bank  will  help  the  hungry  overseas;  one-third  will  help  the  hungry  in  the  United 
States.  To  make  your  Advance  gift  through  this  new  channel,  designate  Fish:  World 
Hunger  #982475-8,  and  send  through  your  local  church  treasurer  or  directly  to  the 
Treasurer,  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Room  1439, 475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 

Order  UMCOR  Fish  Bank  (4280)  from  Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Road, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237.  The  cost  is  10$  each;  they  come  in  lots  of  10.  Postage  and 
handling  costs :  total  order  of  $3  or  less,  add  75$;  $3.01-$10,  add  15  percent  of  total;  $10.01- 
$25,  add  10  percent  of  total ;  over  $25,  add  5  percent  of  total. 


World  Hunger  Special  Program 

Please  do  not  forget  the  World  Hunger  Special  Program  as  a  key  channel  for 
Advance  giving.  Through  this  channel,  you  can  provide  emergency  help,  agricultural 
research,  support  for  community  efforts  to  fight  poverty,  advocacy  for  changes  in 
public  policy  and  programs  for  Christian  lifestyles.  People  don’t  have  to  starve.  There 
is  a  Christian  alternative  through  the  World  Hunger  Special  Program. 

All  World  Hunger  Special  Program  project  code  numbers  begin  with  "985.”  For 
specifics,  write  UMCOR,  14th  Floor,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 
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Dialogue  may  mark  new  era  of  UMC  ties  to  schools 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism  may  be  about  to 
enter  a  new  era  of  highest-level  dialogue 
with  its  128  schools,  colleges  and 
universities. 

The  denomination’s  higher  education 
system  is  so  large  that  one  in  every  10 
U.S.  colleges  and  universities  is  UM- 
related.  Total  enrollment  is  nearly 
250,000,  with  faculty  of  more  than  13,000. 

Total  assets  of  UM-related  schools  are 
$5.3  billion,  and  their  total  operating 
revenue  in  1982-83  of  $2.1  billion  was  50 
percent  more  than  income  received  for 
all  purposes  by  the  whole  denomination. 

This  group  of  schools,  described  as 
“the  largest  group  of  Protestant 
institutions  of  higher  education  in  the 
world,”  is  also  fundamental  to  the 
character  of  the  denomination  itself.  As 
one  author  put  it,  “The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  unique  among  the 
denominations  in  that  it  was  born  in  a 
university.  No  other  Protestant  church 
movement  has  been  so  intimately  and 
consistently  involved  with  higher 
education.” 

That  “involvement”  almost  became  a 
thing  of  the  past  15  years  ago.  An  official 
report  to  the  1968  General  Conference 
from  the  denomination’s  Division  of 
Higher  Education  recommended  that  the 
schools  plan  for  separation  from  the 
denomination  so  they  could  “position” 
themselves  for  what  seemed  then  to  be 
an  unending  source  of  government 
funding. 

But  the  “fatal  trends”  of  separation,  as 
one  document  called  them,  did  not 
prevail.  The  climate  for  ongoing  church 
relationship  was  furthered  when  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  in  1976  that 
denominational  colleges  do  not  have  to 
separate  themselves  from  their  religious 
communities  as  long  as  they  are  not 
“pervasively  sectarian.”  This  spoke  to 
the  constitutional  question  of  separation 
of  church  and  state. 

At  about  that  same  time  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  helped  organize 
the  National  Comtnission  on  United 
Methodist  Higher  Education.  For  two 
years,  with  a  highly  professional  staff 
and  with  16  nationally-prominent 
educators  setting  policy,  the  commission 
reviewed  past,  present  and  future  of 
United  Methodist  higher  education.  Its 
penetrating  look  into  denominational 
schools  —  subsequently  published  in  four 
volumes  —  was  considered  a  landmark 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodism's  one- 
of-a-kind  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  a 
secondary  school  for  Hispanic  students 
in  El  Paso,  appealed  for  outside  help  last 
summer  to  escape  its  financial  crisis. 

The  appeal  went  to  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education,  which  assigned  a 
three-person  “visiting  committee”  to 
work  with  school  officials  to  try  to  find 
answers. 

The  school’s  long-range  planning 
committee  got  the  visiting  team’s 
answers  here  Sept.  21.  The  answer  was 
that  the  school’s  primary  need  is  to 
redefine  its  mission  and  purpose,  and 
only  then  to  seek  solutions  to  the 
financial  crisis. 

And  the  outside  committee  refused  to 
try  to  define  the  school’s  mission,  as 
school  officials  had  asked  it  to  do.  To  do 
so,  said  the  committee,  would  be  "a 
super-arrogation  of  power”  on  its  part. 

The  school  is  owned  by  the 
denomination’s  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  made  up  of  17  annual 
conferences  in  eight  states.  An 
emergency  appeal  across  the 
jurisdiction  last  year  raised  $248,000, 
helping  to  ease  but  not  avert  an  annual 
deficit  of  the  sort  which  date  to  1979-80. 

Enrollment  is  over  300  this  fall, 
according  to  President  Ruben  Saldido, 
compared  with  a  recent  high  of  more 
than  500.  But  as  the  visiting  committee 
report  indicates,  the  gap  between 
student-generated  income  ($895  tuition) 
and  student-related  expenses  (average 
$2,431)  is  so  great  that  the  more  students 
the  school  attracts,  the  worse  its 
financial  condition  becomes. 


The  income  /expense 
gap  is  so  great  that  the 
more  students  the 
school  attracts,  the 
worse  its  condition. 


The  long-range  planning  committee, 
chaired  by  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of 
Arkansas,  agreed  to  function  as 
something  of  an  ad  hoc  management 
committee.  Bishop  Monk  Bryan  of 
Nebraska,  chairman  of  the  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  trustees,  encouraged 
this  action,  saying  he  felt  sure  there 
would  be  no  jealousy  on  the  board  if  the 
long-range  planning  committee  “seizes 
power.” 

On  recommendation  of  the  three-man 
committee  which  spent  three  days  on  the 
campus  and  elsewhere  in  the  El  Paso- 
Juarez  (Mexico)  area  in  August,  the 
long-range  planning  committee  agreed 
to  form  task  groups  around  at  least  four 
areas  of  concern : 

•  Mission,  including  the  need  for  a 
redefined  broad  philosophical  statement 
for  the  school ; 

•  Fiscal  resources  and  physical  plant  ; 

•  Enrollment,  tuition,  scholarships  and 
"marketing”; 

•  Governance,  including  the  need  to 


in  American  higher  education. 

As  the  conclusion  of  its  volume  entitled 
"A  College-Related  Church,”  the 
national  commission  wrote,  “The  United 
Methodist  Church  should  continue  and 
strengthen  its  commitment  to  its  mission 
in  institutional  higher  education." 

The  latest  signal  that  the  denomination 
is,  in  fact,  trying  to  strengthen  its 
commitment  to  higher  education  is  an 
official  call  made  by  the  presidents  of 
UM-related  colleges  and  universities  to 
the  denomination’s  bishops  to  join  them 
in  an  ongoing  dialogue. 

The  dialogue,  according  to  the  school 
presidents,  would  permit  the 
denomination  to  reclaim  “its  mission  in 
higher  education.” 

The  proposal  for  dialogue  is  contained 
in  a  24-page  “position  paper"  adopted  in 
August  by  the  National  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  of  the  UMC,  whose 
members  are  primarily  the  schools’ 
presidents. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  is  expected  to 
receive  the  dialogue  proposal  during  its 
semi-annual  meeting  Nov.  14-18  in  San 
Francisco. 

Some  observers  claim  that  the  call  for 
“dialogue”  is  an  effort  to  gain 
denomination-wide  priority  for  higher 
education  even  though  a  formal  proposal 
for  a  special  program  in  higher 
education  in  1985-88  was  turned  down  last 
year  by  the  UMC’s  program  coordinating 
council.  At  least  seven  among  the  45 
active  bishops  came  to  their  episcopal 
offices  from  leadership  positions  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  colleges  or  seminaries. 

The  college  presidents’  dialogue 
request  responds  in  part  to  a  published 
suggestion  (see  UMR,  July  1)  that  the 
denomination  divest  itself  of  schools  and 
colleges  and  that  United  Methodist 
students  enroll  in  state-supported 
schools. 

“That  kind  of  criticism  happily  is 
receding  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,”  the  presidents’  paper  says. 
“But  there  remains  a  significant 
innocence  about  the  purpose  and 
ministry  of  those  institutions. " 

A  part  of  that  “innocence,"  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter, 
chief  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  is  the 
mistaken  belief  that  the  board  itself 
outright  owns  or  controls  the  UM-related 
schools. 

1  ‘We  own  none,  ”  he  said  in  an  interview 
with  the  Reporter.  “Each  is  autonomous, 
and  all  are  related  to  the  denomination 


gain  clear  legal  title  for  the  school. 
Documents  indicate  that  the  National 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  retains  some  ownership 
interest  in  the  school. 

The  visiting  committee  found  that  the 
institute,  founded  70  years  ago,  pursued 
for  at  least  its  first  50  years  the  mission 
of  providing  educational  services  to  the 
El  Paso-Juarez  community,  Hispanic 
church  leadership  in  the  Southwest,  and 
a  “Christian  environment’’  for 
generations  of  students  from  many  parts 
of  the  Southwest  and  Mexico. 

But  the  committee  found  that  the 
school  has  departed  from  that  mission 
and  become  an  educational  institution 
for  Juarez  residents,  noted  for  its 
effective  programs  in  English  as  a 
Second  Language  (ESL).  "Its  role  in 
producing  Hispanic  leadership, 
especially  for  the  ministry,  has 
gradually  been  eliminated,”  the  visiting 
committee  found. 

Recent  devaluations  of  the  Mexican 
peso,  the  committee  found,  made  it 
harder  for  the  Juarez-based  constituency 
to  afford  to  attend  the  school.  Much  of  the 
difference  between  costs  and  income  has 
been  made  up  through  church 
contributions. 

The  long-range  planning  committee 
got  the  good  news  here  Sept.  21  that  the 
Jurisdictional  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  is  recommending 
increased  apportionments  to  annual 
conferences  to  support  Lydia  Patterson 
in  the  1985-88  quadrennium.  But  JCFA 
member  Jim  Caraway  of  Louisiana 
warned  that  both  his  council  and  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
next  summer  will  ask  hard  questions 
about  the  mission  and  purpose  of  the 
institute.  The  JCFA  proposes  raising 
apportionments  for  the  school  from 
$325,000  each  year  in  the  current 
quadrennium  to  $450,000  by  1988. 

There  was  consensus  that  the  school’s 
board  of  trustees  may  need  to  become 
more  representative  of  the  El  Paso- 
Juarez  community  and  not  necessarily 
so  completely  representative  of  the 
eight-state  jurisdiction.  One  trustee  said 
he  had  been  on  the  board  four  years  but 
never  in  on  real  policy  decisions.  He  said 
trustees  seemed  to  have  been  chosen 
from  annual  conferences  “without  real 
commitment  to  LPI.” 

The  long-range  planning  committee  is 
to  meet  again  in  November  to  receive 
reports  from  the  newly-named  task 
groups.  The  board  of  trustees  is  expected 
to  meet  in  early  1984. 

The  visiting  committee  assigned  by  the 
Division  of  Higher  Education  produced  a 
22-page  single-spaced  report,  complete 
with  numerous  statistical  tables. 
Committee  members  were  Dr.  David 
Maldonado,  an  LPI  graduate  now 
teaching  at  the  University  of  Texas  in 
Arlington;  Dr.  Ralph  M.  Tanner, 
president  of  UM-related  Baker 
University  in  Kansas,  and  Dr.  Ken 
Yamada,  head  of  the  research  and 
statistics  section  of  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


by  a  variety  of  connectors.  Our  function 
is  to  mediate  the  schools  to  the  church 
and  the  church  to  the  schools,  to  provide 
the  tools  and  the  context  for  the  church  to 
discuss  higher  education.” 

Dr.  Trotter  also  has  written  frequently 
about  what  he  thinks  is  the  nature  and 
mission  of  United  Methodist  schools.  In  a 
booklet-sized  guide  intended  for 
students,  teachers,  pastors,  counselors 
and  parents,  Dr.  Trotter  noted  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  schools  "are  not  narrowly 
sectarian.  You  will  find  no  religious  tests 
for  admittance  and  no  compulsory 
sectarian  practices.  But  you  will  find  in 
these  schools  evidence  of  a  profound 


lag  behind 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

TECHNY,  Ill.  —  1984  is  the  time  and 
the  local  church  is  the  place  for  stepped 
up  concern  about  the  role  and  status  of 
women  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
says  the  denominational  agency 
assigned  both  to  advocate  and  to  monitor 
the  progress  of  women. 

To  that  end  the  addition  of  a  work  area 
on  the  “status  and  role  of  women"  to  the 
local  church’s  council  on  ministries,  will 
be  proposed  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  . 

However,  the  legislation  proposed  by 
the  UMC’s  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women,  meeting  here 
last  week,  will  come  as  no  surprise  to 
about  one-third  of  the  73  UM  annual 
conferences  where  such  work  areas  are 
already  being  organized  in  local 
churches,  according  to  Nancy  Grissom 
Self  of  the  commission. 

“With  or  without  passage  of  the  local 
church  legislation  piece,  this  emphasis 
will  go  forward,”  she  said. 

Commission  members  identified 
several  reasons  for  the  push  on  the  local 
church  front,  not  the  least  of  which  is 
revealed  in  the  findings  of  their  most 
recent  random  sample  survey  of  UM 
congregations.  The  survey  has  both 
“good  news”  and  “bad  news"  for  women 
of  the  UMC,  estimated  to  represent  about 
54  percent  of  the  membership. 

•Survey  results.  Since  the  first  such 
survey  in  1970,  women  have  moved 
overwhelmingly  into  membership  of 
most  local  church  work  areas  —  with  the 
exception  of  stewardship. 

Women  represent  between  67  and  94 
percent  of  the  memberships  of  work 
areas  in  ecumenical  affairs,  education, 
evangelism,  missions,  social  concerns, 
worship,  religion  and  race,  children, 
youth,  adult  and  family  ministries. 

“That  may  be  wonderful  in  one  way, 
but  it  is  also  distressing,”  said  Charles 
Stewart,  the  commission’s  secretary  who 
compiled  the  statistics  and  is  doing  the 
analysis.  “What  is  distressing  is  that  it 
appears  UM  men  have  completely  turned 
over  these  areas  to  the  women.  True 
Christian  community  should  have  all 
people  sharing  in  the  doing  of  every  task." 

Women  made  significant  —  although 
smaller  —  increases  on  administrative 
boards,  administrative  councils  and 
councils  on  ministries.  They  continue  to 
be  under-represented  on  boards  of 
trustees,  finance  and  stewardship 
committees. 

“We  appear  structurally  to  be  plugging 


ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)  —  In  its  latest 
television-telecommunications  proposal, 
a  United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom)  task  force  has  doubled  to  50 
percent  the  amount  of  money  which 
would  be  retained  by  annual  conferences 
for  their  own  work  in  the  electronic  field. 

A  first  proposal  released  in  March 
called  for  an  annual  goal  of  $4.8  million  to 
be  raised  through  an  apportioned  fund 
during  the  1985-88  quadrennium  with  25 
percent  given  to  annual  conferences 
which  request  it. 

During  a  recent  telephone  conference 
call,  the  task  force  affirmed  the  $4.8 
million  goal  but  changed  the  percentage 
which  would  be  shared  by  the 
conferences  and  UMCom.  Annual 
conferences  would  automatically  retain 
50  percent  of  their  contributions,  and  the 


respect  for  religious  traditions  and  a 
spirit  of  freedom  in  inquiry  .  .  If  you  are 
ready  to  learn,  there  are  no  better  places 
for  you  than  these  outstanding 
institutions .  .  .” 

A  year  ago,  in  his  “state  of  the  board" 
report  to  hie  own  board.  Dr.  Trotter 
offered  this  defense  of  UM-related 
schools: 

“They  are  needed  to  preserve  the  dual 
system  of  learning  in  the  land,  to  provide 
access  to  students  who  otherwise  might 
not  have  a  place  in  higher  education,  and 
to  be  the  place  where  the  school  and 
church  may  share  common  ground  in 
reflection  about  values,  quality  of  life, 


people  in  on  the  basis  of  their  sex  and 
then  keeping  them  there,”  Mr.  Stewart 
said. 

Women  were  much  less  apt  to  chair 
these  and  other  administrative-type  or 
financial  committees,  areas  traditionally 
reserved  for  men.  For  example,  while  53 
percent  of  administrative  board  members 
are  women,  only  14  percent  have  women 
chairpersons. 

Mr.  Stewart,  a  doctoral  candidate  in 
political  science,  said  the  statistics  tell 
only  half  the  story.  Another  series  of 
questions  was  asked  to  try  to  figure  out 
what  causes  the  numbers.  Questions 
were  asked  about  church  size, 
community  size,  racial/ethnic 
composition  of  the  church,  sex  of  the 
minister  as  well  as  the  pastor’s  ranking 
of  his  or  her  congregation  on  a  scale  of  1- 
to-10  (one  was  “most  traditional”  and  10 
“most  feminist”  —  believing  men  and 
women  are  created  equal).  The  average 
“ranking”  was  just  under  5. 

Church  size  most  important 

“We  found  the  most  significant  factor 
was  church  size,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 
“The  very  largest  churches  (over  1,000 
members)  and  the  very  smallest  (under 
200  members)  have  the  lowest 
percentage  of  women  in  church 
leadership,  and  women  tend  to  be  in  the 
most  traditional  roles,  —  children, 
education  and  missions. 

“Churches  with  between  200  and  1,000 
members  had  more  women  in  leadership 
and  more  in  non-traditional  roles,”  Mr. 
Stewart  said.  That  is,  there  appeared  to 
be  more  sharing  of  roles  between  men 
and  women. 

The  numbers  “don’t  prove  all  is  well 
and  good  for  women  in  the  local  church.” 

What  would  he  suggest  a  local  church 
work  area  on  the  “status  and  role  of 
women"  do? 

“Given  these  statistics,”  he  said,  “the 
work  area  could  determine  to  what 
extent  and  in  what  ways  men  and  women 
are  being  structured  into  traditional 
roles  —  the  men  caring  for  the  money 
and  the  women  for  the  children,  missions 
and  education.  Training  women  to  move 
into  non-traditional  roles  would  be 
another  possibility.” 

•Low  level  of  awareness.  Eleven  years 
after  the  general  commission  was 
organized,  progress  for  women  in  the 
UMC  is  measurable  as  women  have 
assumed  executive  positions,  been 
appointed  district  superintendents  and 
conference  council  directors.  One 
woman  has  been  elected  to  the 


cost  of  church-wide  promotion  of  the  fund 
would  be  paid  from  the  50  percent  given 
to  UMCom. 

Adjusting  the  amount  UMCom  would 
have  available  under  the  latest  proposal 
to  $2.4  million  annually,  the  task  force 
prepared  a  year-by-year  list  of  projects 
which  it  would  underwrite. 

The  executive  committee  of  UMCom. 
meeting  here  Sept.  17,  heard  a  summary 
of  responses  to  the  first  proposal. 
Fourteen  conferences  and  40  individual 
respondents  expressed  general  support 
for  the  church  being  in  ministry  through 
the  media,  both  within  the  church  and  to 
the  public  at  large.  However,  there  was  a 
strong  desire  for  the  conferences  to 
receive  a  larger  share  of  the  total 
amount  to  enable  them  and  the  local 
churches  to  move  into  media  ministries 


hope  for  humane  survival,  purpose  of 
human  existence,  and  survival,  not  only 
of  higher  education,  but  of  the  civilized 
world  as  we  know  it .  .  .” 

Both  Dr.  Trotter  and  the  board’s  top 
executive  specifically  for  higher 
education,  the  Rev.  Julius  Scott, 
emphasized  "access”  to  the  church- 
related  schools.  The  college  presidents’ 
position  paper  also  hits  this  point  hard, 
asserting,  “Education  should  be 
available  to  all  people  regardless  of 
social  standing,  ethnic  identity  or 
gender.” 

Dr.  Scott,  a  former  president  of  one 
UM-related  black  college,  said,  “Access 
is  more  than  affordability.  It  is  the 
provision  of  schools  diverse  enough  to 
affirm  any  kind  of  student  who  wants  a 
higher  education.  In  our  junior  colleges, 
for  example,  we  take  students  who  have 
no  hope  to  go  anywhere,  kids  from  the 
hills  and  ghettos.  With  fiscal  support 
from  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  and  with  federal  aid, 
students  come  out  of  those  junior 
colleges  with  real  hope  to  enroll  in  the 
major  universities.” 

Dr.  Scott  noted  that  “access”  means 
something  at  the  other  end  of  the 
socio/economic  spectrum,  too.  He  said 
that  UM-related  Albright  College  in 
Reading,  Pa.,  for  instance,  enrolls 
“bright  students”  who  didn't  quite  make 
the  Ivy  League  schools. 

"Democratization  of  higher  education' 
is  one  great  contribution  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  schools,”  he  said.  "And  we  do  it  in 
all-sized  towns,  too.  from  the  Bostons  and 
Washingtons  to  Marshall,  Texas,  and 
Delaware,  Ohio.” 

The  college  presidents,  in  their  position 
paper,  reminded  the  bishops  that  the 
denomination’s  schools  have  a 
distinguished  history. 

“Out  of  the  United  Methodist, 
Methodist  tradition  in  higher  education." 
they  wrote,  “came  the  first  college  to 
grant  degrees  to  women,  colleges  for 


episcopacy. 

Further,  there  are  almost  1,500 
clergywomen  in  the  UMC,  and  more  than 
one-third  of  all  persons  in  training  in  UM 
seminaries  are  women. 

"But  the  level  of  understanding  and 
awareness  of  the  advocacy  and 
education  and  monitoring  work  of  the 
commission  is  still  very  low  among  local 
church  women,”  said  Chiquita  Smith. 
She  is  a  commission  member  and  also  an 
executive  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

She  believes  the  annual  conference 
commissions  have  had,  at  best,  mixed 
success  in  reaching  local  churches  with 
resources. 

“The  next  10  years  will  see  a  change,” 
she  predicts.  The  proposed  legislation 
foresees  the  active  collaboration  of  the 
new  work  area  leaders  and  local  units  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 

The  Rev.  Dixie  Robertson,  of  Big 
Spring,  Texas,  legislative  coordinator  for 
the  commission  said,  “At  least  there 
would  be  one  woman  in  every  church  who 
would  be  a  contact.’  ”  She  said  the 
commission  is  the  only  mandated  annual 
conference  agency  that  doesn’t  have  a 
contact  person  named  in  the  local 
church. 

In  another  legislative  proposal,  the 
commissioners  are  seeking  a 
requirement  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 


The  responses  were  given  to  Bishop 
Paul  A.  Duffy,  chairperson  of  the 
television-telecommunications  task 
force,  who  held  a  telephone  conference 
with  his  group  and  came  up  with  the  new 
recommendations. 

The  recommendations  will  be  finalized 
at  a  task  force  meeting  Oct.  19.  They  will 
go  the  next  day  to  the  full  governing 
group  for  UMCom  meeting  in  Los 
Angeles.  The  final  proposal  to  the  1984 


UMC  and  schools 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  With  two  stories  on 
this  page,  the  Reporter  begins  a  series  on 
how  The  United  Methodist  Church 
relates  to  its  colleges  and  universities.  A 
subsequent  issue  will  present  a  profile  of 
one  outstanding  UM-related  school  and  a 
look  at  some  general  church  services  to 
the  schools. 


black  Americans,  graduate  professional 
schools  in  the  great  church-related 
universities,  a  medical  school  that  has 
educated  the  majority  of  black  medical 
doctors  and  dentists  in  America,  and  a 
family  of  the  strongest  graduate 
theological  schools  in  the  world  today . 

The  presidents  also  identified  five* * 
“common  themes  in  the  vision  of  church 
and  colleges.”  Included  is  this 
theological  statement:  “Confidence  in 
God,  expressed  as  confidence  in  the 
world  that  God  created,  frees  the 
Christian  to  explore  the  world.  The 
‘scientific  method,’  assumed  to  be  the 
cornerstone  of  the  modern  university, 
was  itself  made  possible  by  the  Christian 
view  of  the  world  and  salvation  .  .”  ; 


that  half  of  the  church’s  board  of  trustees 
be  women  and  half  men. 

After  a  45-minute  debate  the 
commission  members  decided  to  support 
continuance  of  “Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church"  as  the  denomination's  “sole” 
missional  priority  'beyond  the  current 
quadrennium  and  asked  that  it  be 
“inclusive  of  ethnic  minority  women’s 
concerns.” 

New  lectionary  welcomed 

A  letter  of  congratulations  on  the 
October  17  publication  of  the  new 
Inclusive  Language  Lectionary  was  sent 
to  the  Division  of  Educational  Ministry  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

“We  recognize  the  power  of  language 
as  we  acknowledge  God’s  whole  creation 
of  all  persons.  We  hope  the  lectionary 
will  be  widely  used  .  .  and  that  the 
scriptures  will  come  alive  as  they  touch 
people  in  new  and  different  ways,” 
commission  members  wrote. 

A  resolution  was  also  approved  urging 
all  UM  churches  to  use  the  lectionary 
regularly. 

They  said  liturgical  language  about 
God  using  inclusive  words  and  images 
“will  create  a  whole  image  of  God  as 
being  neither  male  nor  female,  but 
transcending  sexuality  . " 


General  Conference  will  be  considered 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

The  executive  committee  also  learned 
the  agency  is  repaying  its  indebtedness 
for  the  1981-82  TV  Presence  and  Ministry 
campaign  on  schedule.  The  $1  million 
debt  with  interest  will  be  paid  by  the  end 
of  1984. 
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Troubled  school  told 
to  redefine  its  mission 


Fresh-faced  young  people  are  a  hallmark  of  United  Methodist-related 
colleges  and  universities.  The  denomination  and  the  more  than  100  schools 
related  to  it  are  rethinking  and  strengthening  their  mutual  ties. 


Local  church  leadership  survey  finds  women 

men  in  many  administrative  posts 


Survey  of  selected  local  churches 
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\New  effort  fights  poverty  housing 

\  Laypersons  overcome  past  failures  with  labor,  loans,  Christian  love 


/ 


INDIANAPOLIS  —  Space-age  engineering  and  age-old  human  problems 
both  get  the  attention  of  David  Geiger,  left,  and  Carl  Walker  as  they  talk 
beneath  the  transparent  Hoosier  Dome  roof  which  is  held  up  only  by  the 
stadium’s  ventilation  system  and  Geiger’s  innovative  ideas.  Their  highly 
technical  professional  success  is  somewhat  empty  without  their  involve¬ 
ment  in  helping  poor  people  move  into  simple,  decent  homes,  they  say. 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  David  Geiger  and 
t*Carl  Walker  are  among  the  burgeoning 
^number  of  Christian  laypersons  trying  to 
$build  decent  housing  for  poor  persons. 

£  With  the  massive  incidents  of  failure 
t;and  rapid  destruction  of  public  housing  in 
^roind,  however,  they  are  not  optimistic 
<about  merely  building  structures. 

£  Certainly  if  there  were  structural 
♦answers  to  the  miserable  housing 
{conditions  for  many  poor  people,  these 
•two  prominent  engineers  and  other 
.•professionals  in  the  housing  movement 
•should  be  able  to  find  them. 

•  Mr.  Geiger  of  New  York  is  the 
^innovator  who  designed  the  air- 

>  supported  domes  that  now  cover  seven 

>  giant  sports  stadiums  such  as  the  (me  in 
Pontiac,  Mich.  And  Mr.  Walker  of 

> Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  is  one  of  the  nation’s 
’•foremost  designers  of  major  parking 

•  structures. 

i?  But  without  the  healing  power  of 
Christian  love,  no  engineering  design  and 
*no  amount  of  public  welfare  or  private 
^charity  in  providing  decent  housing  is 
£  likely  to  bring  lasting  homes  to  the  poor, 
the  engineers  suggest. 

That’s  the  motivation  behind  Mr. 
Geiger,  Mr.  Walker  and  hundreds  of 
other  persons  from  many  denominations 
who  came  here  Sept.  15-17  to  celebrate 
the  seventh  anniversary  of  Habitat  for 
Humanity  Inc. 

From  a  fledgling  start  in  Americus, 
Ga  ,  Habitat  has  grown  into  a  nationwide 
movement  of  Christians  who  are  trying 
to  mix  Christian  love  with  their  building 
of  housing  for  poor  persons. 

It  is  an  organization  independent  of 
any  denomination.  But  several,  such  as 
the  Disciples  of  Christ  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches,- provide  ways  for  their 
members  to  channel  money  through 
their  missions  organizations  into  Habitat 
projects. 

“This  is  not  charity” 

One  of  the  most  common  statements 
made  by  Habitat  members  here  was, 
“This  is  not  charity.” 

Habitat  does  not  give  its  homes  to  poor 
families.  It  requires  them  to  pay  for  the 
homes. 

Most  people  at  this  meeting  did  not 
seem  to  believe  that  lasting  results  come 


from  simply  giving  things  to  poor  people. 

So  how  can  these  impoverished 
families  afford  to  buy  Habitat  houses 
when  they  can’t  even  afford  to  rent  a 
decent  apartment?  And  why  should 
persons  who  never  have  been 
homeowners  be  likely  to  maintain  the 
new  homes  so  that  they  remain  decent 
enough  to  live  in? 

“Jesus  economics,”  Habitat  members 
answer. 

Habitat  affiliates  are  fairly  loosely 
connected  to  the  Americus  headquarters. 
But  most  follow  several  similar  methods 
of  operating: 

•  Habitat  organizations  in  local 
communities  raise  the  capital  to  buy 
materials  either  to  rehabilitate  existing 
housing  or  to  build  new  structures. 

•  Volunteers  provide  most  of  the  labor, 
in  the  tradition  of  the  frontier  cabin  and 
barn-raisings. 

•  The  housing  is  kept  simple  and 
modest  in  size  (generally  around  1,100 
square  feet). 

•  And  Habitat  does  not  charge  interest 


on  its  20-year  mortgages. 

Its  members  point  out  that  such  a 
practice  is  based  on  the  biblical  mandate 
found  in  Exodus  22:25  —  “If  you  lend 
money  to  any  of  my  people  with  you  who 
is  poor,  you  shall  not  be  to  him  as  a 
creditor,  and  you  shall  not  exact  interest 
from  him.” 

Nearly  all  recipient  families  are 
required  to  work  with  the  volunteers  in 
the  construction  of  their  homes.  Most 
Habitat  organizations  also  require  the 
recipients  to  accept  training  from 
volunteers  to  learn  how  to  maintain  their 
homes  and  manage  their  finances. 
Habitat  continues  to  provide  that  kind  of 
support  long  after  a  family  has  moved 
into  a  new  home. 

“It’s  nearly  impossible  for  the 
volunteers  and  the  poor  families  not  to 
get  to  know  each  other  really  well  and 
build  a  strong  sense  of  community,”  says 
one  national  Habitat  leader. 


Habitat  leaders  claim  that  in  seven 
years  they  haven’t  had  one  new  owner 
default  on  a  mortgage  and  that  the 
housing  remains  well-maintained. 

The  Habitat  approach  works  because  it 
gives  the  poor  a  chance  to  learn  from  the 
well-to-do,  says  David  Geiger,  who  grew 
up  in  the  inner  city  of  Philadelphia. 
“They  need  capital  and  they  need  a 
feeling  of  commitment  from  other 
people.  The  middle-class  Christians  can 
provide  both.” 

Poverty  has  spiritual  dimensions,  the 
engineer  says.  Essential  healing  —  both 
spiritually  and  materially  —  can’t  take 
place  until  the  poor  are  able  to  rid 
themselves  of  hostility  that  many  feel 
because  of  their  poverty,  he  says. 

He  offers  a  dramatic  example  to 
support  his  contention. 

“I  was  connected  to  a  ’sweat  equity’ 
program  in  New  York  back  around  1973 
It  was  a  case  of  the  well-to-do  helping 
poor  people  get  decent  housing.  It  was 
very  much  like  Habitat. 


“But  we  were  doing  it  for  political  and 
philosophical  reasons.  There  was  no 
spiritual  dimension.” 

A  real  sense  of  community  between 
those  who  were  helping  and  those  who 
were  being  helped  never  really  formed, 
and  the  poor  people  could  not  seem  to 
shake  their  hostility  toward  institutions 
and  power  structures  which  they  blamed 
for  their  poverty,  Mr.  Geiger  says. 

Within  three  to  five  years,  all  those 
rehabilitated  homes  in  the  Bronx  were 
back  in  the  hands  of  the  city  because  of 
physical  deterioration  and  abandonment 
by  the  poor  persons  who  had  been  given 
them,  Mr.  Geiger  says. 

“Part  of  the  problem  was  that  all  that 
continuing  hostility  caused  many  of  the 
new  homeowners  to  think  they  shouldn’t 
have  to  pay  taxes  on  their  homes.  That 
caused  all  kinds  of  problems.” 

Habitat’s  efforts  seem  insignificant  in 


relationship  to  the  massive  numbers  of 
families  who  are  living  in  squalor, 
Habitat  leaders  admit. 

About  150  families  have  moved  into 
new  housing  due  to  Habitat  efforts. 

However,  that  number  is  increasing 
rapidly.  In  1979,  there  were  eight  cities  or 
towns  with  Habitat  organizations.  Since 
then,  30  more  have  been  started, 
including  seven  this  summer.  Most  just 
now  are  beginning  to  build  housing. 

The  effect  of  Habitat  efforts  is  much 
more  significant  than  the  number  of 
houses  would  suggest,  Mr.  Geiger  says. 
“We  are  not  about  building  houses  but 
changing  people.” 

By  taking  people  in  a  poor 
neighborhood  and  helping  them  to 
become  self-sufficient,  it  is  like 
“implanting  a  good  cell  in  an  infected 
body,"  he  observed. 

A  guest  speaker  at  the  Indianapolis 
event  told  the  more  than  700  Habitat 
participants  that  the  program’s 
phenomenal  growth  is  a  result  of 
faithfulness.  “I  have  not  been  prepared 
in  my  life  for  the  rapid  escalation  in 
resources  and  opportunities  when  I’ve 
had  even  a  small  amount  of  faithfulness 
to  God,”  said  the  Rev.  N.  Gordon  Cosby 
of  the  Church  of  the  Savior  in 
Washington. 

But  much  more  should  be  done,  he 
said,  predicting  that  the  laypersons 
involved  with  this  housing  movement 
have  all  kinds  of  professional  skills  that, 
when  offered  in  creative  ways,  will  “do 
amazing  things.” 

Helpers  are  aided,  too 

Participating  in  the  building  of  low- 
income  housing  is  especially  attractive 
to  those  laypersons  who  have  achieved  a 
great  deal  of  success  in  their  careers, 
Carl  Walker  says. 

“We  are  to  glorify  God  in  how  the  spirit 
leads  us,”  says  the  structural  engineer 
who  is  a  member  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Kalamazoo.  “In  my  case,  it 
is  as  an  engineer.” 

He  expresses  no  dissatisfaction  about 
whether  his  career  has  been  useful  in 
God’s  sight.  But  he  notes  that  around  1979 
he  found  that  the  career  wasn’t  enough. 
He  volunteered  for  three  months  of  duty 
as  a  bush  pilot  in  Liberia  for  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


“From  the  United  Methodist 
missionaries  there,  I  truly  began  to  learn 
what  Christ  meant  about  love.  ’  ’ 

When  he  came  back  home  to  business, 
“I  realigned  my  priorities”  to  include 
time  for  giving  himself  directly  to  other 
people  through  the  voluntary  building  of 
houses. 

David  Geiger,  a  Presbyterian,  agrees 
that  the  Habitat  work  does  as  much  for 
him  as  he  does  for  poor  people.  He,  too, 
has  reached  the  pinnacle  of  success  ( the 
American  Society  of  Engineers  this 
month  will  give  him  a  first-ever  award 
for  “innovation  in  engineering”).  But 


until  Habitat,  he  had  fulfilled  only  part  of 
his  boyhood  vision  of  what  he  was  meant 
to  do. 

“At  the  age  of  10,  my  family  moved 
from  a  Philadelphia  inner  city  row  house 
to  a  suburban  house  with  a  yard.  It  made 
a  tremendous  impact  on  me.  I  wanted  to 
help  other  people  enjoy  that  kind  of 
change. 

“But  when  I  got  into  college,  I  got  into 
applied  math  and  got  more  and  more 
technical.  I’ve  always  kept  my  religious 
commitment,  but  Habitat  has  brought 
me  back  to  my  roots,"  Mr.  Geiger  says. 


Habitat  leaders  claim  that  in  seven 
years  they  haven’t  had  one  new  owner 
default. 


From  shack  to  tuibitat 


Good  housing  basic  to  decent  life 


HARLEM  HEIGHTS,  Fla.  —  Domingo  and  Juanita  Bermudez  and  their 
five  children  soon  will  move  from  this  tiny,  former  migrant  worker  shack  to 
a  new,  four-bedroom  house  thanks  to  “Jesus  economics.”  Their  Christian 
benefactors  require  them  to  help  with  the  house  construction,  to  do  all  the 
painting,  to  attend  classes  on  how  to  maintain  their  home  and  to  pay  back 
the  cost  of  building  the  house — with  no  interest — over  a  20-year  period. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HARLEM  HEIGHTS,  Fla.  -  The 
Bermudez  family  is  an  example  of  the 
kind  of  persons  helped  by  Habitat  for 
Humanity  efforts  (see  photo). 

The  seven  of  them  currently  live  in  a 
240-square-foot  shack  with  three  rooms 
and  no  sanitary  plumbing.  They  are 
t_  lucky  in  that  their  shack  has  running 
.  water.  Many  in  this  community  near  Ft. 
Myers  do  not. 

Most  of  these  shacks  were  built  as 
temporary  quarters  for  migrant  workers 
but  now  are  permanent  housing.  The 
usual  rent  for  the  shacks  is  $60  per 
month. 


;•  “Housing  is  going  to  be 
the  wave  of  the  future 
ministries.” 


The  Habitat  organization  here  has  built 
six  houses  in  a  21-lot  site  it  has 
developed.  It  is  constructing  a  1,200- 
square-foot,  four-bedroom  home  for  the 
Bermudez  family. 

■s.  The  monthly  mortgage  payment  on  the 
v.  first  houses  is  $125  per  month,  with  about 
$40  going  into  escrow  for  such  things  as 
taxes  and  the  rest  paying  off  the  no- 
'  interest  mortgage. 

‘  The  Habitat  organization  is  supported 
with  money  and  volunteers  by  local 
.  Lutheran,  AME,  Episcopal,  United 
Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  Black 
‘  Baptist  churches. 

The  Habitat  headquarters  at  419  West 
Church  St.,  Americus,  Ga.  imposes  few 


requirements  on  Habitat  affiliate 
organizations  around  the  nation.  One  is 
that  they  must  be  ecumenical. 

Another  is  that  the  affiliates  are  not  to 
consider  religious  affiliation  or  non¬ 
affiliation  in  choosing  recipients.  But  the 
affiliates  themselves  are  encouraged  — 
and  usually  are  —  overtly  Christian. 

A  popular  sign  erected  at  Habitat  work 
sites  informs  passersby  that  the 
volunteers  are  building  “a  shelter  of 
God’s  love”  and  that  no  government 
money  is  being  used.  Many  proclaim  that 
the  project  is  operated  on  the 
“economics  of  Jesus.” 

Nearly  every  Habitat  affiliate 
conducts  a  religious  dedication  service 
for  the  family  and  the  house  on  moving-in 
day.  The  new  homeowners  usually  are 
presented  with  Bibles. 

“You  don’t  have  to  believe  anything 
religious  to  be  selected  to  get  into  one  of 
our  houses,”  says  Millard  Fuller,  the 
wealthy  businessman-lawyer  who  has 
devoted  his  full-time  career  to  starting 
and  running  the  seven-year-old 
organization.  “But  once  you’re  selected, 
we’re  going  to  tell  you  about  Jesus  —  in  a 
non-pushy  way,  though.” 

The  chairman  of  the  Ft.  Myers  Habitat 
organization  is  the  Rev.  John  H.  Hager, 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Cape  Coral  who 
was  a  staff  worker  in  urban  ministry 
development  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  from  1966  to 
1975. 

Churches  are  always  looking  for  new 
models  of  ministry,  he  says.  “I  feel 
Habitat  is  a  model  for  the  churches  that 
may  be  picked  up  as  a  national  program. 

"For  generations,  our  major  social 


emphasis  was  health  and  education, 
hospitals  and  schools. 

“I  believe  housing  is  going  to  be  the 
wave  of  the  future  ministry,”  Mr.  Hager 
says.  “We  spend  all  kinds  of  money  for 
clinics  for  kids  living  in  leaky,  unhealthy 
homes  and  for  schools  for  kids  who  live  in 
over-crowded  shacks  that  retard  social 
development  and  education. 


“Building  housing  for  the  poor  should 
become  a  movement  much  bigger  than 
the  Habitat  organization  as  an 
expression  of  God’s  love,  he  says.  “I 
personally  advocate  turning  all  public 
housing  over  to  some  sort  of  private 
ventures.  As  it  now  stands,  it  is 
destructive  of  personhood.” 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Church  leaders  demand  U.N.  official’s  ouster 


£  NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Six 
representatives  of  religious 
.  organizations  have  called  for  the 
immediate  removal  of  Ambassador 
Charles  M.  Lichenstein  as  an  American 

■  delegate  to  the  United  Nations. 

In  a  letter  to  U.N.  Ambassador  Jean 
•  Kirkpatrick  Sept.  20,  the  Rev.  Robert 
’  McClean,  director  of  the  United  Method- 

■  ist  Church’s  Peace  and  World  Order 
<*■  Department,  and  Mia  Adjali,  staff 

member  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  joined  others  in  condemning 
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Mr.  Lichenstein’  “disdain  for  the  United 
Nations”  and  his  “serious  breach  of 
diplomatic  behavior.” 

During  a  heated  exchange  in  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relations  with  the  Host 
Country,  Mr.  Lichenstein  said  that  if 
members  of  the  United  Nations  feel  they 
are  not  being  treated  with  “the  hostly 
consideration  that  is  their  due,  then  the 
United  States  strongly  encourages  such 
member  states  seriously  to  consider 
removing  themselves  and  this 
organization  from  the  soil  of  the  U.S.  ” 

The  Soviet  representative  had 
contended  the  American  action  in 
denying  Foreign  Minister  Andrei 
Gromyko  permission  to  land  at  Kennedy 
and  Newark  Airports  raised  questions 
about  the  suitability  of  the  United  States 
as  the  host  nation. 

Mr.  Lichenstein  added  that  if  the 
Soviet  delegate  or  any  other  member 
wished  to  propose  the  United  Nations  get 
out  of  the  United  States,  “My 
government  will  put  no  impediment  in 
your  way.  The  members  of  the  U.S. 
mission  to  the  United  Nations  will  be 
down  at  dockside  waving  you  a  fond 
farewell  as  you  sail  into  the  sunset.” 


The  religious  officials’  letter  to  Ms. 
Kirkpatrick  said  that  by  these  words, 
Mr.  Lichenstein  “negated  the  possibility 
of  his  further  effective  representation” 
of  the  United  States  at  the  U.N. 

Calling  for  Mr.  Lichentstein’s  removal, 
the  letter  said,  “Any  lesser  action  is  a 
sure  symbol  of  the  insincerity  of  our  gov¬ 
ernment  in  these  perilous  times  when  we 
Americans  need  the  United  Nations  as 
much  as  the  world  organization  needs  us.” 

In  addition  to  the  two  United 
Methodists,  signers  of  the  letter  were 
Homer  A.  Jack,  secretary  general, 
World  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Peace;  Edna  McCallion,  director  of  U  N. 
and  global  affairs  for  Church  Women 
United;  Sister  Mary  Beth  Reissen,  U.N. 
representative,  Pax  Christi  Inter¬ 
national,  and  James  Olson,  U.N. 
representative,  Unitarian  Universalist 
Association. 

After  numerous  press  queries,  the  U.S. 
Mission  to  tjie  United  Nations  issued  a 
statement  that  said,  “His  remarks 
should  be  understood  as  a  response  to  a 
deliberate  provocation,  not  as  any  new 
departure  in  U.S.  policy.” 

In  a  news  conference  with  broad¬ 


casters  at  the  White  House  Sept.  21, 
President  Reagan  endorsed  the 
suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Lichenstein  that 
disgruntled  members  of  the  U.N.  are  free 
to  leave  New  York. 

He  further  suggested  that  delegates 
meet  six  months  in  New  York  and  six 
months  in  Moscow  to  “give  them  an 
opportunity  to  see  two  ways  of  life.  ” 

After  the  Soviet  downing  of  the  Korean 
airliner,  the  governors  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  refused  to  let  Mr.  Gromyko 
land  at  Kennedy  or  Newark  airports.  The 
U.S.  State  Department  said  his  plane 
could  come  into  McGuire  Air  Force 
Base.  However,  the  offer  was  refused 
and  Mr.  Gromyko  is  not  attending  the 
U.N.  General  Assembly. 

A  1947  agreement  under  which  the 
United  States  became  the  host  country 
for  the  U.N.  requires  that  the  American 
government  will  not  impose  any 
impediment  in  the  way  of  members 
coming  to  U.N.  meetings.  The  Soviet 
Union  has  termed  the  refusal  to  let  Mr. 
Gromyko  land  at  a  commercial  airport 
such  an  impediment.  The  U.S.  contends 
that  by  making  the  Air  Force  base  avail¬ 
able  it  has  fulfilled  its  obligations. 


the  church  today 


World  Council  ’appalled’ 
at  Korean  plane  tragedy 

GENEVA  —  Following  the  Soviets' 
shooting  down  of  a  Korean  airliner,  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  here  sent  a 
message  to  Korean  churches  via  the 
general  secretary  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  Korea. 

The  statement  expressed  the  WCC’s 
shock  and  said  the  council  is  “appalled  at 
the  blatant  violation  and  abuse  of  basic 
accepted  international  agreements 
guaranteeing  safety  of  civilian  air 
traffic.” 

The  tragedy,  which  claimed  269  lives, 
“demonstrates  the  disastrous  human 
consequences  produced  by  national 
policies  of  confrontation  and  the  urgent 
need  to  reduce  tension  in  the  northeast 
Asia  region,”  the  world  council  said. 

The  WCC  associated  itself  with  de¬ 
mands  for  “an  independent  investiga¬ 
tion”  into  the  incident  and  assured  Korean 
churches  of  the  world  council’s  continu¬ 
ing  support  and  prayers. 

Finance  council  selects 
chief  executive  nominee 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Clifford  S.  Droke,  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  is 
being  nominated  general  secretary  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  president  of 


the  church’s  chief  fiscal  agency  who 
chaired  the  search  committee,  said  Mr. 
Droke’s  name  will  go  to  GCFA  directors 
at  their  meeting  Nov.  29-Dec.  2.  The  Rev. 
Ewing  T.  Wayland,  who  has  held  the  post 
since  1976,  will  retire  after  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

A  native  of  Olney,  Okla.,  Mr.  Droke,  46,  1 

has  held  the  California-Nevada  Confer¬ 
ence  post  since  July  of  this  year.  Before 
that,  he  was  pastor  for  four  years  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Palo  Alto, 
Calif,  and  held  other  pastorates  in 
California.  He  has  served  also  as  a 
district  superintendent. 

Missionary  recruitment 
officer  elected 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  has  been  chosen  to  lead  the 
new  program  unit  that  will  recruit  and 
orient  missionaries  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (BGM).  She  is 
Josephine  Goold  Harris,  executive 
secretary  for  leadership  development  in 
the  Women’s  Division. 

Elected  by  BGM’s  157  directors  in  a 
mail  ballot,  Ms.  Harris  becomes  an 
associate  general  secretary  heading  the 
Mission  Personnel  Resources  Program 
Department  (MPRPD). 

Under  new  board  structure,  MPRPD  is 
one  of  four  program  departments.  It  is 
responsible  for  missionary  personnel, 
Crusade  Scholars  and  short-term 
volunteers. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
*25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
PROGRAMMING,  volunteer  ministry  development, 
training,  resourcing,  1,400  member  congregation, 
multiple  staff,  growing  community  adjacent  to 
Orlando,  salary  negotiable,  outstanding  opportunity 
for  trained,  experienced  person  who  enjoys  working 
with  people  Send  resume,  references  to  Robert  Fox. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  669, 
Kissimmee,  FL  37242-0669 

BRAINERD  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  Christian  Education.  Duties 
include  Children  and  Youth  Ministries  and  to  parents 
of  each  with  emphasis  on  training  leaders  and 
developing  creative  ministries  Salary  *15,009-$17,000 
plus  benefits.  1,500  member  urban  church.  Contact 
John  Ripley,  4315  Brainerd  Road.  Chattanooga.  TN 
37411  16151  698-0951 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Executive  Director  of 
United  Methodist  children's  home,  Greeneville, 
Tennessee  Manage  multi-purpose  agency 
(residential,  group  homes,  foster  homes,  adoption: 
200  children;  *1,7  million  budget)  Ten  years 
experience  required  Principally  business 
management  background  required,  also  human 
services.  Must  be  active  Christian  church  member 
Good  benefits,  salary  negotiable.  Send  inquiries  to 
P.O.  Box  188,  Greeneville.  TN  37743. 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOURS:  Two 
16-day  lours  departing  Denver.  Co.,  or  NYC.  Rev 
James  Barnes.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 
Denver.  Tour  Host.  June  14-19  —  Passion  Play  & 
Holy  Land.  Mt.  Nebo.  Amman.  Galilee.  Jerusalem  & 
Masada.  July  17-Aug.  1  —  Passion  Play  &  Danube 
capitals,  Salzburg,  Prague.  Budapest  &  Vienna.  For 
brochure  write  1820  Broadway.  Denver.  CO  80202.  or 
call  1-303-839-1493 

MANAGER  WANTED  FOR  WOMEN'S 
RESIDENCE  Requires  experience  and  education  in 
hospitality/institutional  management  Salary  *17.160 
yr.  +  apt  .  meals  &  benefits.  Request  application. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush  St.,  San  Francisco. 
94109. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1200  member 
church  on  historic  St  Simons  Island.  GA 
Responsibilities  include  coordination  of  a  growing 
program  for  7-12th  graders,  supervision  of  20  adult 
volunteers,  directing  2  children's  &  1  youth  choir  & 
assisting  pastor  with  occasional  visitation.  A  degree 
in  Christian  education,  music  or  related  field  is 
desired  Salary  &  benefits  are  negotiable  Contact 
Mr  George  Rountree,  SPR  Committee  Chrmn,  St 
Simons  UM  Church.  P.O.  Box  1118.  St.  Simons 
Island.  GA  31522. 

SMALL  CHURCH  CHOIR  DIRECTORS  -  Send  for 
an  introductory  copy  of  Choir  Notes,  a  national 
communications  network  for  small  church  choir 
directors  and  pastors.  Share  what  you  are  doing,  and 
learn  what  others  are  finding  helpful  Send  to  Choir 
Notes.  Box  518.  Apple  Creek.  OH  44606 

VISIT  INDIA  with  former  UMC  missionary  See 
historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations  Departures  Oct.  83  &  Jan  84.  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave.  Richfield  UMC,  5835  Lyndale  Ave 

S  .  Minneapolis.  MN  55419. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
wanted  by  a  1300  member  United  Methodist  Church 
Salary  and  housing  negotiable.  Contact  Rev  Frank 
New.  212  S.  Independence.  Monticello.  IL  61856.  <217> 
762-2579 

COLOR  SEASON  in  the  Smokies  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  *125.  *400 
four  weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC 28786  (  204  )  627-6067 

VASHTI  CENTER  seeks  energetic  Christian  couple 
to  manage  boys  units  ages  13-19.  Salar>  is  *16.200 
annually  for  couple.  Contact  William  L.  Oliver.  Jr.. 
1815  East  Clay  Street.  Thomasville.  GA  31792.  « 912 > 
226-1634 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER0  Publish  a  group 

cookbook.  Free  brochure,  estimates.  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories.  Sanders 
Printing.  Box  160-M2,  Garretson,  SD  57030.  (605  )  594- 
3427 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN  S 
MINISTRIES,  opportunity  to  expand  good  youth 
program,  develop  additional  children's  ministries 
for  person  who  loves  to  work  with  youth/children, 
salary  negotiable  Send  resume,  references  to 
Robert  Fox,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
669.  Kissimmee.  FL  32742-0669 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  at  2700 
member  church,  extensive  facilities,  program 
variety  Responsible  for  all  educational  ministries 
Adults  and  children  emphasis.  Creativity  and 
enabling  skills  vital.  Dept  T.  P.O  Box  221076.  Dallas. 
Texas  75222.  | 
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Amnesty  International  charges 
East  Germany  harasses  activists 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Amnesty 
‘  International  has  appealed  to  East 
German  authorities  to  change  laws 
under  which  people  are  imprisoned  for 


;!  speaking  their  minds. 

;!  Amnesty  said  its  major  concern  was 
the  imprisonment  of  East  Germans  for 
exercising  freedom  of  expression  and  for 
wanting  to  emigrate. 

But  the  human-rights  organization  also 
complained  about  government  harass¬ 
ment  of  Christian  peace  activists. 

"A  number  of  people  in  the  GDR 
(German  Democratic  Republic), 
particularly  younger  members  of  the 
Protestant  Churches,  have  expressed 
support  for  disarmament  in  both  East 


and  West  by  wearing  arm  badges  bear¬ 
ing  the  words  ‘Create  peace  without 
weapons’  or  ‘Swords  into  plough¬ 
shares,’  ”  said  Amnesty’s  report.  “Re¬ 


strictions  on  the  Right  to  Freedom  of  Ex¬ 
pression  in  the  German  Democratic  Re¬ 
public.” 

“Many  of  these  people  are  reported  to 
have  been  detained  for  questioning  for 
several  hours  by  the  police  and  to  have 
had  the  badges  ripped  from  their 
clothing.  Some  are  reported  to  have  been 
threatened  with  fines  or  loss  of  jobs  or 
study-places.” 

The  East  German  government  last 
year  banned  the  “Swords  into 
ploughshares"  patch,  saying  it  had  been 


"misused  ...  to  express  a  way  of 
thinking  hostile  to  the  state  and  to 
participate  in  an  illegal  political  move¬ 
ment.”  The  ban  followed  a  joint  statement 
of  the  executive  committees  of  eight  re¬ 
gional  Lutheran  and  United  churches 
which  said  the  patch  expressed  “our 
Christian  hope  that  God  will  someday 
create  a  world  in  which  we  human  beings 
do  not  need  weapons  to  protect  us.  ” 

The  human-rights  organization  also 
cited  the  censorship  of  one  of  East 
Germany’s  largest  Protestant  weekly 
newspapers,  “Sunday.”  It  was  forced 
last  year  to  reprint  an  entire  issue 
because  the  government  objected  to  a 
child’s  anti-war  poem.  The  paper 
reprinted  40,000  copies  without  the  poem. 

“Equality  before  the  law  can  offer  no 
guarantee  against  human-rights 
violations  in  a  situation  where  the  law 
itself  permits  such  violations,”  Amnesty 
said  in  a  letter  to  GDR  state  council 
chairman  Erich  Honecker.  Mr. 


Honecker  had  responded  to  Amnesty's 
earlier  concerns  by  saying  that  all  people 
in  his  country  were  equal  before  the  law. 

Amnesty  said  there  are  six  articles  in 
the  penal  code  that  directly  restrict  the 
right  to  freedom  of  expression.  “Because 
of  the  broad  and  vague  wording  of  these 
articles  it  is  easy  to  obtain  convictions 
under  them."  the  Amnesty  report  said. 
“They  thus  provide  the  authorities  with  a 
powerful  tool  with  which  to  imprison 
people  for  disseminating  information  or 
expressing  views  inimical  or  critical  of 
the  established  political  order." 

Amnesty  said  it  learns  of  about  200 
prisoners  of  conscience  a  year,  and 
believes  the  number  to  be  much  higher. 

Amnesty  urged  Mr.  Honecker  to  bring 
East  Germany’s  laws  into  conformity 
with  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil 
and  Political  Rights.  Ratified  by  the 
GDR  in  1973,  the  covenant  guarantees 
the  rights  to  freedom  of  expression  and  to 
a  “fair  and  public  hearing.” 


The  East  German  government 
banned  the  ‘Swords  into  plow- 
shares’  patch. 


Jewish  law  impacts  Western  world 


JERUSALEM  (RNS)  -  When  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Earl  Warren 
wrote  the  famous  Miranda  opinion, 
requiring  police  to  state  clearly  a 
defendant’s  rights,  he  cited  the  Jewish 
Talmud  prominently  as  a  basis  for  the 
court’s  decision. 

Rambam,  a  great  Jewish  scholar,  had 
.  strongly  rejected  the  legality  of  self¬ 
incrimination.  This  scholar’s  philosophy 
set  a  premise  followed  by  many 
democratic  nations  today.  Indeed,  its 
impetus  can  be  found  in  the  legal 
requirement  that  every  person  arrested 
on  criminal  charges  in  the  U.S.  be 
informed  of  his  rights  —  including  the 
right  to  remain  silent. 

This  episode  of  legal  history  was  but 
one  of  many  aspects  of  the  law  studied  by 
150  participants  who  gathered  here 
recently  for  a  week-long  seminar  on  the 
impact  of  traditional  Jewish  law  on  the 
legal  systems  of  western  democracies.  A 
review  of  the  full  scope  and  relevance  of 
the  seminar  —  from  human  rights, 
medical  law,  extradition,  marital  rape, 
municipal  organization  and  even  wire 
tapping  —  indicates  the  impact  of  Jewish 
legal  philosophy  on  the  everyday  life  of 
the  Western  world. 

The  seminar  was  organized  by  Israel’s 
,  Deputy  Attorney  General  Nahum 
Rakover,  who  emphasized  that  “none  of 
,  this  has  to  do  with  kashrut,  Shabbat,  pigs 
v  or  the  territories.”  Instead,  he  said,  “it 
has  to  do  with  the  philosophy  of  Jewish 
law,  and  legal  questions  that  might  find 
.  their  answer  in  the  Bible  and  Talmud.” 
o-  He  was  joined  by  New  York  Supreme 
,  Court  Justice  Alfred  Kleiman,  who 
served  as  co-chairman. 

■  “In  Jewish  law,  the  Talmud  seeks  legal 
k  ways  to  encourage  morality,”  he  said, 
“while  English  law,  for  example, 
considers  irrelevant  problems  of 
motivation.” 

Israeli  law,  he  explained,  is  firmly 
•  rooted  in  both  English  common  law  and 
traditional  Jewish  law.  A  bill  presently 
ci  before  the  Knesset  —  Israel’s  parliament 
Di  —  demonstrates  how  the  two  systems  are 
•  being  brought  together.  The  bill 
-i  addresses  the  issue  of  compensation  for 
:  the  victims  of  unjust  enrichment,  a 
person’s  right  to  keep  an  unintended  or 


“windfall”  profit,  and  the  problems 
suffered  by  innocent  bystanders.  For 
example,  Mr. Rakover  cited  an  incident 
in  which  a  man  who,  in  an  effort  to  save 
someone  else’s  life,  damages  private 
property.  Under  English  common  law. 
he  said,  the  rescuer  may  be  liable  for 
the  damages  he  causes.  Under  Jewish 
law.  he  would  be  exempt  from  claims  of 
liability.  The  proposed  Israeli  law  would 
integrate  the  two  traditions  by 
exempting  the  rescuer  from  any  damage 
suit,  but  still  compensating  the  innocent 
bystander  who  lost  through  a  community 
insurance  fund. 


During  the  Middle  Ages,  there  was  a 
scholar,  Rabbi  Gershon.  who  is  known  in 
Jewish  tradition  as  the  Light  of  the  Exile. 
Among  many  sagacious  decisions  often 
cited  was  one  in  which  he  ruled  that  it  is 
forbidden  to  open  another  person’s  mail, 
and  that  prohibition  may  only  be 
superseded  in  cases  of  the  most 
cataclysmic  emergencies.  Western 
nations  today  have  adopted  this  ancient 
sage’s  advice,  according  to  Mr.  Rakover. 
“Indeed,  strict  adherence  to  Jewish  law 
would  make  it  absolutely  illegal  to  tap  a 
telephone  except  for  cases  in  which  the 
preservation  of  the  security  of  the  nation 


is  involved,”  he  said. 

“The  law  is  the  critical  factor  in 
Jewish  culture,”  he  said.  “To  base  the 
law  of  this  country  (Israel)  on  its  Jewish 
roots  would  be  the  fulfilment  of  the  ideals 
of  the  state’s  founders,  in  their  hopes  that 
Israel  would  be  a  unique  state,  different 
from  all  the  others.” 

Legal  scholars  attending  the 
conference  generally  acknowledged  that 
traditional  Jewish  law  forms  the  basis 
for  a  major  portion  of  the  legal 
foundations  of  the  world  today  — 
including  traditional  Jewish  laws  dating 
as  far  back  as  the  Ten  Commandments. 


Seniors  gel  day  out 


NEWARK,  Md.  —  Senior  members  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  meet  for  monthly  luncheons  sponsored  bv 
the  UMWomen  of  the  church. 

The  program,  started  five  years  ago,  has  strengthened  church  family  ties.  Above.  Emma  R.  Jackson,  left,  looks 
over  the  group’s  photo  album  at  a  recent  picnic  with  Estella  P.  Cropper. 

_  PENINSULA  conference  edition  umr  photo 


One  of  the  notables  in  the  Oxford  Movement  —  which  history  credits  with 
restoring  the  Church  of  England  to  a  Catholic  heritage  —  was  John  Henry 
Newman.  The  movement  had  wider  implications,  among  them  the  launching 
of  urban  ministry  to  the  poor .  religious  newsservice  piioto 


Oxford  Movement 
foreran  ecumenism 


By  Religious  News  Service 

It  all  began  150  years  ago  on  July  14, 
1883,  in  a  sermon  at  the  Oxford,  England, 
University  Church  of  St.  Mary  the 
Virgin,  which  objected  to  political 
interference  in  the  life  of  the  church  as  a 
“national  apostasy.”  The  preacher  was 
Oxford  Don  John  Keble,  whose  message 
eventually  changed  the  face  of  Anglican 
worship  around  the  world,  including  that 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  and  the  Anglican  Church  of 
Canada. 

Episcopalians  and  other  Anglicans 
around  the  world  are  observing  this  year 
as  the  150th  anniversary  of  a  significant 
event  in  the  history  of  their  tradition. 

Variously  called  the  High  Church  or 
Anglo-Catholic  Revival,  the  Oxford 
Movement  stressed  Anglicanism’s 
ancient  pre-Reformed  roots,  apostolic 
succession  and  the  sacramental 
doctrines  of  the  undivided  Catholic 
Church  before  East  and  West  were  tom 
apart  by  schism. 

The  role  of  the  church  as  a  divine  body 
instituted  by  Christ  rather  than  merely 
as  a  religious  department  of  the  state 
was  emphasized  as  an  alternative  in  an 
increasingly  rationalist  age.  Religious 
orders  were  also  revived  under  the 
impetus  of  the  Oxford  Movement  and 


urban  ministry  to  the  poor  was  launched 
by  its  followers  as  an  outgrowth  of 
renewed  attention  to  the  implications  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Incarnation. 

The  Movement  rapidly  won  a  wide 
following.  But  it  stirred  great 
controversy  among  opponents  who 
claimed  that  Lhe  Oxford  Movement  was 
actually  attempting  to  “Romanize”  the 
Church  of  England. 

The  movement's  later  emphasis  on 
Catholic  ritual  and  ceremonial  only 
added  to  the  partisan  strife.  But  the 
ritualist  phase  of  the  mid-19th  century  as 
an  expression  of  Catholic  doctrine  left  its 
mark  even  on  Anglican  parishes  which 
considered  themselves  more  Protestant 
or  “low  church"  in  heritage.  Clergy 
vestments  and  altar  candles  which  once 
caused  scandal  for  some  churchmen  are 
now  considered  the  norm,  while  the 
Episcopal  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
adopted  in  1979  upholds  the  Oxford 
principle  of  the  Eucharist  as  the  prime 
weekly  Christian  observance. 

Contemporary  observers  say  the 
movement  served  as  a  forerunner  to  the 
modern  ecumenical  movement  by 
pointing  to  similarities  between  the 
Anglican,  Roman  and  Orthodox  churches 
with  a  view  toward  reclaiming  a  unity 
lost  in  antiquity. 


Blacks  do  poorly  in  proposed  S.  African  constitution 


By  HENNIE  SERFONTEIN 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 
CAPE  TOWN,  South  Africa  —  South 
Africa’s  proposed  new  constitution  which 
would  admit  mixed  race  people  and 
Asians  to  a  share  of  political  power  has 
caused  a  major  split  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  influential  white  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Churches. 


The  white  electorate  will  have  to 
accept  or  reject  the  new  constitution  in  a 
special  referendum  on  Nov.  2. 

It  excludes  the  22  million  black 
Africans,  who  are  more  than  70  percent 
of  the  total  population,  from  a  political 
role. 

But  the  proposed  basic  law’s 
acceptance  of  a  political  role  for 


coloreds,  as  those  of  mixed  race  are 
labeled,  and  Indians,  has  caused  a  major 
split  on  political  lines  inside  the  three 
pro-apartheid  Afrikaans  churches  —  the 
influential  Nederduitse  Gereformeerde 
Kerk  (NGK),  and  the  two  smaller  white 
churches,  the  Nederduits  Hervormde 
Kerk  (NHK)  and  the  Gereformeerde 
Kerk(GK). 


Meanwhile,  a  number  of  leading  black 
church  personalities,  Protestant, 
Catholic  and  Anglican,  have  participated 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  launching  of 
the  non-racial  United  Democratic  Front 
(UDF)  and  the  black-consciousness- 
oriented  National  Forum  —  two  new 
political  alliances  specially  established 
to  oppose  the  new  constitution. 


What  wondrous  love  is  this, 

O  my  soul,  O  my  soul. 
What  wondrous  love  is  this, 

O  my  soul; 

What  wondrous  love  is  this 
That  caused  the  Lord  of  bliss 
To  bear  the  dreadful  curse 
for  my  soul, 

for  my  soul. 

To  bear  the  dreadful  curse 
for  my  soul. 

There  is  a  rich  heritage  of  American 
sacred  folk  songs  dating  from  the  early 
19th  century.  They  seem  to  be  identified 
more  with  the  southern  states  than  the 
New  England  states,  or  the  middle 
Atlantic  states,  but  not  exclusively. 

Some  of  these  are  folk  melodies  set  to 
imported  English  hymns  by  such  writers 
as  Isaac  Watts,  John  Newton.  Samuel 
Stennett,  and  others. 

Some  of  these  are  still  sung  in  our 
churches:  “Amazing  Grace,"  “Come. 
Ye  Sinners,  Poor  and  Needy,"  “How 
Firm  a  Foundation,”  and  “On  Jordon’s 
Stormy  Banks  I  Stand." 

Other  sacred  folk  songs  have 
indigenous  words  and  music  both  of 


A  recent  statement  of  193  Dutch 
Reformed  ministers  condemning  the  new 
constitution  symbolized  the  inner  Af¬ 
rikaner  church  conflict.  The  pastors’ 
statement  specifically  rejected  power- 
sharing  with  those  who  did  not  share  the 
Christian  faith  —  such  as  Hindus  and 
Moslems  —  and  affirmed  what  the 
signers  described  as  their  biblical 


unknown  origin.  Among  these  are 
“Where  Are  the  Hebrew  Children,’’  “Our 
Bondage,  It  Shall  End  By  and  By,”  and 
perhaps  the  choicest  American  sacred 
folk  song,  "What  Wondrous  Love  Is 
This.” 

The  words  for  this  hymn  have  been 
found  as  early  as  1811,  in  two  collections 
published  that  year.  One  was  a  camp¬ 
meeting  songbook,  containing  words 
only,  published  in  Lynchburg.  Va..  and 
the  other  was  a  hymn  book  compiled  by  a 
Baptist  preacher  in  Frankfort,  Ky. 

The  appearance  of  this  text  in  these 
two  books  in  the  same  year  indicated  that 
by  that  time  the  song  was  rapidly 
becoming  known  in  those  areas  in 
Virginia  and  Kentucky.  The  tune 
“Wondrous  Love”  did  not  get  into  print 
until  the  1843  printing  of  William 
Walker’s  "Southern  Harmony,"  an 
oblong,  shape-note  tunebook 


New  translation? 

BY  RUTH  M.  WALSH 
The  Bible  has  been  translated  into 


responsibilities  to  support  independence 
and  self-government  for  each  ethnic 
group. 

Suggesting  a  form  of  separate 
“homeland”  for  the  scattered  Indian  and 
colored  communities,  the  statement 
said,  “For  believers,  a  system  of  full  self- 
determination  for  each  nation  or  national 
group  under  its  own  government  and 
mostly  on  its  own  land  was,  scripturally. 
the  more  responsible  and  therefore  more 
acceptable  road  to  follow.’’ 

The  193  ministers  warned  that  the  new 
constitution  carried  the  “germ  of  much 
more  painful  injustice”  and  therefore 
forfeited  all  claims  to  Christian  and 
biblical  motives,  created  justified 
bitterness  among  black  Christians 
because  of  their  exclusion,  and  held 
danger  for  the  progeny  of  all  races. 

Rejecting  the  government's  claims 
that  the  new  constitution  “would  be  the 
embodiment  of  Christian  justice,”  the 
statement  stressed,  “Powersharing  with 
people  like  the  Hindus  and  Moslems  who 
reject  the  Bible's  principles  is 
impossible." 

This  anti-government  revolt  by  the 
leading  members  of  the  three  Afrikaans 
churches  is  a  serious  political 
development,  because  historically  it  was 
the  missionary  policy  of  the  NGK  in 
the  previous  century  to  provide  separate 
churches  for  each  racial  group  which 
provided  the  later  moral  justification  for 
present-day  apartheid. 


many  languages 

As  a  result  of  Christians  working  and 
giving; 

Yet,  just  as  important,  is  to  translate  it 
Into  our  daily  living! 


Dear  Deborah 

Woman’s  bitterness  grows 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  don’t  know  whether  you  can  help 
me  or  not.  My  situation  is  rather 
strange.  As  I  get  older  I  find  myself 
quite  bitter  about  all  the  things  others 
have  that  I  missed  out  on.  I  try  to  keep 
busy  so  that  I  will  not  dwell  on  this 
bitterness. 

Don’t  tell  me  to  get  more  active  in 
church  or  in  service  organizations.  I 
am  in  them  all  and  active  as  well.  I 
give  as  generously  as  I  can,  perhaps 
more  generously  than  my  finances 
allow.  I  pray  about  my  situation 
asking  God  to  show  me  why  I  am  so 
bitter  and  jealous  of  others.  I  get  no 
answers. 

Up  until  recently  I  was  able  to  keep 
my  bitter  feelings  under  control,  but 
now  I  blurt  out  hurtful  things  not  only 
in  meetings  but  also  to  my  dearest 
friends.  I  fear  I  will  end  up  a  recluse- 
type  old  woman  with  no  one  to  love  or 
be  loved  by.  This  scares  me  very 
much.  It  makes  me  feel  depressed 
much  of  the  time  even  though  I  put  up 
a  good  front  and  get  to  everything  I 
usually  have  attended  as  either  a 


member  or  officer.  What  can  I  do? 

Anne 

Dear  Anne: 

You  do  not  give  me  your  age, 
but  I  assume  you  are  a  mature 
person  who  has  done  a  good  deal 
of  living.  The  first  thing  I  would 
do  is  get  a  physical  check  up  and 
tell  the  physician  of  this  growing 
bitterness  and  inability  to  control 
what  you  say  to  others. 

If  you  are  in  good  health 
physically  then  your  next  step 
should  be  to  share  this  problem 
with  your  dear  friend  you 
mention.  What  does  he/she 
think ?  Is  it  obvious  to  this  friend 
that  you  are  showing  such 
bitterness ?  Then  you  need  to  ask 
yourself  if  you  have  always  been 
a  critical  person  and  you  are  just 
becoming  aware  of  it  somehow. 

In  the  church  and  out  of  it  I 
have  known  many  persons  of  both 
sexes  who  have  hearts  of  gold  and 
tongues  of  bitterness.  They  give 
generously  of  their  time  and 
energy  and  resources  but  always 


leave  a  bitter  taste  and  slight 
odor  of  rancor  with  others 
involved  with  them.  I  mention 
this  because  most  of  these 
persons  never  catch  on  to  their 
situation.  You  see  yourself  in  a 
clearer  light  and,  therefore,  I 
have  great  hope  that  your 
bitterness  may  be  sweetened. 

As  you  try  to  understand 
yourself  learn  the  discipline  of 
holding  your  tongue  in  check.  If 
you  are  overwhelmed  with  the 
necessity  to  express  a  negative 
opinion  wait  until  you  get  home 
and  sit  down  and  write  yourself  a 
letter  including  those  things  you 
wanted  to  say.  Read  it  carefully 
and  prayerfully.  Learn  from  it. 
Blessings  on  you,  Anne. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith 
and  life.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah,”  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


History  of  Hymns 

Songs  have  dim  origins 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 


Poem  of  the  Week 
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BOB  LAY  MEMORIAL  1000  CLUB 
,  The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  was 
started  in  1952  by  a  group  of  interested 
laymen,  among  them  Bob  Lay,  a  member  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  now  deceased,  for  whom  the  Club 
is  named.  The  '1000”  comes  from  the  original 
idea  of  1,000  people  each  donating  $10.00  three 
times  a  year  to  raise  $30,000  which  was  given 
to  help  three  new  churches  get  started  that 
same  year. 

Now.  over  the  years,  the  cost  of  building  a 
new  church  has  increased  greatlv  This  year, 
more  than  3,000  members  of  the  loOO  Club  are 
giving  $100,000  to  help  one  church  (North 
Kenner  United  Methodist  Church,  1983),  get 
their  program  going. 

Since  1952,  over  a  million-and-a-half  dollars 
has  been  raised  to  help  nearly  100  churches. 

The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  is 
presently  helping  one  new  church  a  year  get 
off  the  ground.  The  program  needs 
everybody’s  help. 

Anyone  can  become  a  member.  All  ministers 
have  information  on  how  to  join.  Gifts  can  be 
$10.00.  $25.00  or  $100.00.  Each  member  is 
notified  when  the  funds  are  needed.  There  is  a 
1000  Club  Director  in  each  District. 

*  Woody  Atkinson.  Chairperson 
21  ^Montgomery  Drive 
Lafayette.  LA  70501 
(3I8>  981-0137 


CONFERENCE  DISASTER  RELIEF 
As  part  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 


Conference  Disaster  Relief  Committee 
provides  funds  to  be  used  to  relieve  loss  or 
suffering  caused  by  any  natural  disaster.  The 
Conference  Committee  works  closely  in 
cooperation  with  other  agencies  such  as  the 
American  Red  Cross,  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency,  Church  World  Service 
and  local  ecumenical  organizations  to  provide 
relief  to  disaster  victims.  The  aim  is  not  to 
duplicate,  but  supplement  assistance  from 
other  agencies.  The  Committee  uses 
guidelines  from  UMCOR  and  is  in  periodic 
consultation  with  our  liaison  representative 
from  UMCOR.  During  recent  flooding  in 
Louisiana,  officials  of  UMCOR  and  Church 
World  Service  were  supportive  with  their 
presence  and  guidance.  Louisiana  also 
received  funding  from  both  these  agencies.  A 
Conference-wide  appeal  for  funds  from  local 
churches  also  brought  significant  amounts. 

Training  of  clergy  and  lay  persons  in 
disaster  response  is  also  a  responsibility  of  the 
Conference  Disaster  Relief  Committee,  and 
this  has  been  and  is  being  done  through 
workshops,  consultations  and  direction.  Many 
persons  throughout  the  Conference  have  been 
involved  in  assessment  of  need  and 
distribution  of  flood  relief  funds. 

Current  co-chairpersons  of  the  Conference 
Disaster  Relief  Committee  are: 

Mrs.  Doris  Sheppard  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 
1901  Lexington  Avenue  312  College  Avenue 
Monroe,  LA  71201  Thibodaux,  LA 

(318  )  387-3981  (504  )  447-4295 

DULAC  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

Dulac,  La.,  is  one  of  those  places  where  the 


land  runs  out.  Years  ago,  the  peace-loving 
Houma  Indians  were  gradually  edged  further 
and  further  south  until  they  came  to  this  place, 
where  they  could  go  no  further,  on  a  tip  of 
Terrebonne  Parish,  fifteen  miles  south  of 
Houma.  Largely  forgotten  or  overlooked,  it 
was  not  until  a  Methodist  deaconess  working 
in  Houma,  Ella  K.  Hooper,  reached  out  to 
them  in  1909,  that  their  needs  were  min¬ 
istered  to  at  all.  Her  sister,  Wilhemina,  also  a 
deaconess,  joined  her,  and  fifty  years  ago, 
established  a  school  at  Dulac,  supported  by 
The  Methodist  Church.  That  was  the  beginning 
of  what  is  now  the  Dulac  Community  Center. 

Through  the  years,  our  mission  at  Dulac  has 
changed  with  the  changing  needs  of  the  people. 
Now,  for  the  first  time,  the  director  is  a  Houma 
Indian,  Roy  Parfait.  He  has  developed  a 
program  which  has  made  our  mission  the 
central  depository  for  Houma  Indian  arts  and 
crafts.  Also,  there  is  a  daily  food  and  nutrition 
program  for  the  elderly,  daily  youth 
recreation,  genealogical  research  working 
toward  Federal  recognition  of  the  tribe,  Home- 
start,  a  children’s  education  project,  and 
countless  other  ways  the  center  responds  to 
immediate  community  needs. 

Inbred  poverty  and  experiences  of  power¬ 
lessness  are  difficult  to  overcome.  Help  us!  As 
long  as  they  last,  we  will  send  handsome 
“People  Pins”  to  every  church  or  individual 
giving  $50  or  more,  commemorating  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  Dulac  Community  Center. 
Rev.  John  M.  Winn  Roy  Parfait.  Director 
Chairperson 
Board  of  Directors 
P.O.  Box  887 
Houma,  LA  70360 
(504  )  868-7787 


Box  10) 

Dulac.  LA  70353 
(504  )  563-7483 


Christian  love  t  a  critical  need 
=  an  Advance  Special 

The  Advance,  United  Methodism’s  channel  for  second  mile  giving,  provides  the  opportunity  to 
choose  a  single  project  from  among  many,  with  the  assurance  that  100%  of  each  gift  goes  to  the  project 
selected. 

Each  of  the  fifteen  Louisiana  Conference  Advance  Specials  described  here  is  a  unique  example  of 
Christian  love  applied  in  a  critical  area  of  need.  We  can  respond  to  these  needs  by  sending  gifts  through 
our  local  church  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  and  by  contributing  through  the  Good  Samaritan  Offer¬ 
ings  at  Easter  and  Christmas. 


FELICITY  URBAN  OUTREACH 


Coming  from  many  different  places  and 
backgrounds,  people  in  the  Lower  Garden 
District  —  Irish  Channel  neighborhood  —  offer 
each  other  the  possibility  of  hospitality  rather 
than  hostility. 

Felicity  Urban  Outreach  is  helping  to  do  just 
that  by  creating  an  open  space  where  our 
differences  can  become  gifts  to  each  other, 
rather  than  wedges  that  divide  us. 

The  Missioners  Program  offers  the 
opportunity  for  members  of  other  local 
churches  to  be  “missionaries"  at  Felicity  for 
one  year,  acting  as  advocates  for  the  poor  in 
that  neighborhood  and  learning  about  ministry 
in  a  needy  and  diverse  situation.  The  Sunday 
Night  Soup  Kitchen  is  a  plaCe  where  long-time 
members  are  joining  hands  with  the 
unemployed  to  serve  a  hot  meal  once  a  week. 
The  Food  Bank,  part  of  the  city  emergency 
food  network,  provides  emergency  groceries 
to  families  and  individuals  in  need  of 
nourishment.  The  Day  Care  Center  provides 
services  to  a  variety  of  children  and  parents  on 
a  sliding  scale  basis  and  offers  a  place  where 
children  can  learn  from  and  about  each  other’s 
differences. 

With  these  ministries  and  others,  Urban 
Outreach  acts  as  a  listening  post  and  clearing 
house  for  common,  shared  concerns  among 
the  various  groups  here.  First,  a  place  where 
people  could  tell  their  stories,  and  then  one 
where  the  resources  of  the  community  could 
be  pooled,  access  to  power  shared  and 
organizing  skills  taught. 

Rev.  Millicent  C.  Feske,  Director 
Felicity  United  Methodist  Church 
1816  Chestnut  at  Felicity  Sts. 

New  Orleans.  LA  70130 
(504)  524-3823 


LAFON  HOME* 

Established  as  a  hotne  for  the  aged,  Lafon 
Home  was  one  hundred  and  ten  years  old  when 
it  was  demolished  in  June,  1977,  after  having 
been  closed  in  January  when  HEW  withdrew 
its  certification  and  forced  the  scattering  of  its 
residents.  It  was  founded  in  1867  by  two  black 
Christian  women  who  were  members  of 
Wesley  and  First  Street  Churches  and  had  its 
first  location  on  North  Rampart  Street,  New 
Orleans. 

The  State  Bond  Commission  recently 
approved  a  $1.48  million  bond  sale  through  the 
Louisiana  Public  Facilities  Authority  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  institution  to  be  erected  on 
the  one  square  plot  which  has  been  owned  by 
the  Conference  for  a  number  of  years  at  4021 
Cadillac  Street  near  the  St.  Bernard  exit  off  I- 
610. 

The  facility  will  house  89  persons  when 
completed  but  will  eventually  increase  to  104 
upon  the  renewal  of  the  Certificate  of  Need. 

Rev.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr. 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 
P.O.  Drawer  3057 
Baton  Rouge.  LA  70H2I 
<504  )  346-1646 


LOUISIANA  METHODIST  WORLD 
HUNGER  SCHOLARSHIP  (FISH) 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  World  Hunger 
Scholarship  is  an  Advance  Special  which 
attacks  hunger  at  its  roots.  liie  program, 
which  is  two  years  old.  helps  to  equip  persons 
from  developing  nations  to  stem  the  cancer  of 
hunger  in  their  lands.  By  being  offered  a  three- 
year  scholarship,  scientists  from  developing 
nations  are  given  the  opportunity  of  studying 


at  the  Ph.D.  level  in  their  areas  of  expertise. 
The  area  of  study  must  be  related  to  food 
production.  Upon  completion  of  the  degree,  the 
student  returns  to  his/her  homeland  to  begin 
utilizing  the  skills  gained  studying  at  a  major 
American  University.  The  cost  of  the 
scholarship  program  is  $6,500  per  year  per 
student.  Two  students,  having  completed  their 
Ph.D.  degrees  at  LSU  in  Baton  Rouge,  have 
returned  to  the  Ministries  of  Agriculture  of  their 
national  countries  of  Liberia  and  Thailand, 
where  they  are  now  engaged  in  work  related  to 
rice  production.  The  four  students  now 
enrolled  in  the  program  represent  Cameroon, 
the  Philippines,  India  and  Nepal.  Many  more 
students  have  applied  and  will  be  accepted  as 
funds  become  available  for  more  scholarships. 
Churches,  districts  and  clusters  of  churches 
are  urged  to  support  this  exciting  effort  by 
Louisiana  Methodists  to  eradicate  world 
hunger. 

Dr.  Bill  Patrick 
Center  for  Wetland  Resources 
Louisiana  State  University 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803-7511 

Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  Chairperson 
L.M.W.  Hunger  Scholarship  Committee 
360  Robert  Road 
Slidell.  LA  70458 
(504  )  641-5829 


I 


:methodist  children  s  home* 


Owned  and  operated  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Methodist  Children's  Home  (MCH) 
has  served  countless  numbers  of  children 
since  its  founding  in  1902.  In  recent  years  the 
MCH  program  and  services  have  been  refined 
and  expanded  to  meet  the  needs  of  children 
and  families  in  today's  society.  MCH  is 
licensed  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Resources  and  is  a 
certified  member  of  the  National  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

MCH  serves  school  age  children  from 
throughout  Louisiana  regardless  of  race, 
religious  affiliations,  or  sex.  However,  the 
MCH  program  is  not  designed  for  children 
with  severe  handicaps,  either  physical  or 
mental. 

Residential  Group  Care  is  offered  to  as 
many  as  58  children  at  any  given  time.  The 
components  of  this  program  are:  Social  Work 
offered  to  both  the  child  and  the  family  with 
the  goal  of  family  reunification  when  possible: 
Religious  Life  offered  through  church  school 
at  MCH  and  worship  in  local  churches; 
Recreation  through  the  use  of  the  modem 
facilities  such  as  gymnasium  and  swimming 
pool.  Medical  Services  coordinated  by  a 
registered  nurse  through  local  medical 
professionals;  and  Education  offered  through 
public  school  and  MCH's  campus  classes. 

MCH  can  provide  temporary  emergency 
care  for  children  and  youth  without  having  to 
evaluate  them  for  residential  services. 

MCH  provides  foster  care  for  those  children 
and  youth  no  longer  needing  residential  treat¬ 
ment  services,  but  without  a  family  resource 
to  whom  to  return.  Continuing  education 
opportunities  such  as  college  and  vocational- 
technical  training  are  offered  to  those  youth 
still  in  the  care  of  MCH  upon  high  school 
graduation. 

In  recent  years  two-thirds  of  the  MCH 
operating  budget  has  come  from  direct 
contributions  such  as  the  Good  Samaritan 
Offering  and  from  income  derived  through 
funds  invested  by  the  agency  The  remaining 
one-third  has  come  from  families  and  state 
agencies  who  place  children  with  MCH. 

Terrel  J.  DeViile.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 
(318  )  255-5020 


METHODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL* 

The  Methodist  Home  Hospital  is  the  largest 
emergency  shelter  facility  for  abused  and 


100%  of  each  gift  goes  to  the  project  selected 


neglected  children  ages  2-14  years  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  The  Home  has  a  capacity  of  60 
children  at  a  time  and  receives  children  from 
crisis  situations  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week 
from  a  wide  area. 

The  facility  is  owned  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The  Superintendent  is  appointed 
by  the  Bishop  and  the  Board  of  Directors  is 
approved  by  the  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference. 

The  budget  is  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors.  This  provides  for  staffing,  child 
care,  and  a  variety  of  specialized  services. 
These  services  include  a  general  education 
program,  individual  and  group  counseling, 
creative  therapeutic  programs,  and 
psychiatric  evaluation  and  consultation.  There 
are  also  provided  many  entertainment  and 
recreational  type  experiences. 

Basic  subsistence  funding  is  provided  for 
each  child  by  the  State.  The  “second-mile" 
services  and  programs  are  provided  by  the 
gifts,  memorials,  honorariums,  and  offerings 
given  by  individuals,  churches  and  groups  to 
the  Methodist  Home  Hospital. 

All  of  these  services  and  experiences  are 
rendered  in  an  atmosphere  of  family  type 
living  where  Christian  values  are  uppermost. 

Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards 
Superintendent 
P.O.  Box  15109,  Station  B 
New  Orleans,  LA  70175 
(504  )  895-7709 


metropolitan  ministries,  new 

ORLEANS 

In  order  to  really  be  at  one  with  those 
persons  within  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Community  who  need  services  from  beyond 
the  circle  of  family.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  an  extensive  organ  of  outreach 
This  outreach  is  relevant  to  persons  who  need 
the  basics  of  food,  shelter  and  clothing  in  times 
of  inflation,  financial  shortage,  limitations  of 
fixed  income,  etc.  In  some  instances 
Metropolitan  Ministries  gives  short-term 
emergency  aid  and  in  others  it  finds  sources  of 
continuing  assistance. 

Through  generous  contributions  of  various 
United  Methodist  Churches  and  related 
agencies,  such  programs  as  the  Food  and 
Clothing  Bank  and  the  Baby  Bed  Program 
continue  to  flourish.  Ecumenically,  work  is 
done  in  crime  prevention  and  in  counseling 
some  persons  who  have  found  themselves  in 
difficulty  with  the  criminal  justice  system.  In 
employment.  Metropolitan  Ministries 
processes  applications  and  assists  in  the 
placement  of  persons  by  referral.  In  housing, 
the  agency  actively  helps  individuals  find 
adequate  places  to  live. 

These  efforts  represent  but  a  fractional  part 
of  the  story  of  Metropolitan  Ministries  and  its 
outreach  program  to  the  various  segments  of 
the  community  However,  they  are  indicative 
of  the  need  to  continue  the  urban  program. 


Rev.  William  R.  London,  Jr. 
Executive  Director 
2208  St.  Andrews  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70113 
(504  )  524-0252 


METROPOLITAN  MINISTRIES. 
SHREVEPORT 


Founded  in  1969,  the  Shreveport  Metro- 
Ministries  works  With  the  District  Council  on 
Ministries  to  develop  enterprises  for  the  black 
churches  and  communities.  Its  purposes 
developed  as  guidelines  for  action  are:  to 
promote  a  better  understanding  among  all 
persons  in  the  community  ;  to  contribute  to  the 
raising  of  the  cultural  standards  and  living 
conditions  of  all  people  of  God;  to  encourage 
individuals  and  local  churches  to  engage  in 
special  ministry ;  to  generally  infuse  into  all  of 
the  activities  a  spirit  of  moral  and  spiritual 
values.  Located  in  the  “Bottoms"  which  has 
the  greatest  concentration  of  underprivileged 
Blacks  in  the  area,  some  SMM  activities  are 
targeted  towards  helping  the  youths,  elderly 
and  others  to  solve  some  of  their  daily 
problems.  Recently,  most  emphasis  has  been 
directed  towards:  emergency  assistance;  two 
tutor  classes  in  the  Bottoms  and  Bossier  ;  two 
Day  Care  Centers;  inner-city  church  leagues 
for  basketball,  softball  and  volleyball  for  300- 
400  youths;  summer  camping;  counseling; 
family  enrichment  projects;  scouting;  and 
neighborhood  centers.  Also,  SMM  gives 
assistance  to  social  action  groups  — 
Community  Referral  Center,  Christian 
Services,  and  Inter-Faith  Committee  for 
Human  Justice.  Special  needs  include  athletic 
equipment,  educational  materials,  slide 
projector,  movie  projector,  camera, 
typewriter,  clothes,  and  persons  to  assist  in 
art.  games  and  forming  relationships. 

Lee  Arthur  Williams.  Director 
P.O.  Box  4188 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport.  LA  71 104 
(318)  227-1451.425-8993 


PENDLETON  MEMORIAL 
METHODIST  HOSPITAL* 

This  full  service  acute-care  community 


hospital  ministers  to  the  physical  and  spiritual 
needs  of  patients  in  the  name  and  spirit  of  the 
Great  Physician,  Jesus  Christ.  Opened  in  1968, 
it  is  a  335-bed  hospital  situated  on  twenty  acres 
in  eastern  New  Orleans.  Two  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Pastors  serve  as  Chaplains.  They 
are  Chaplain  Paul  G.  Durbin  and  Chaplain 
Judy  Nelson.  Equipped  with  the  finest  medical 
equipment  available,  including  a  CAT  scanner 
and  cardiac  catheterization  equipment, 
Methodist  Hospital  provides  expert  care  for 
more  than  12,000  patients  each  year.  More 
than  20,000  patients  visit  the  Hospital 
emergency  room  annually.  Annual  Reports 
are  available  upon  request.  Income  from  the 
United  Methodist  Churches  totaled  $7,400.00 
last  year.  This  money  helped  provide  free  care 
and  part-paid  care  which  amounted  to 
$637,700.00  last  year.  Total  expenditures  were 
in  excess  of  $33  million.  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  needs  your  prayers  and 
support  to  continue  to  offer  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  health,  healing  and  help  to  those 
who  are  ill. 

For  more  information,  contact  Mary 
Looney,  Community  Relations  Director,  6620 
Read  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70127  ,  241-2400, 
ext.  491. 

Lee  Lawrence.  President 
5620  Read  Blvd. 

New  Orleans.  LA  70127 
(504  )  241-2400 


PEOPLES  METHODIST 
COMMUNITY  CENTER* 


Founded  in  1922,  Peoples  has  as  its  purpose 
the  building  of  Christian  character  and 
citizenship  among  all  people  of  the  Central 
City  of  New  Orleans.  Serving  the  largest  area 
of  disadvantaged  people  in  the  state.  Peoples 
provides  a  year-round  child  development 
program  for  132  children,  a  large  number  of 
which  come  from  single-parent  families.  The 
agency  offers  sessions  on  parenting  and 
nutrition  in  addition  to  family  counseling  to 
help  build  self-esteem  and  dignity  of  the 
individual.  During  the  summer,  classes  are 
offered  in  music,  arts,  crafts,  drama  and 
dancing. 

More  recently  added  services  include  a 
program  for  senior  citizens,  a  juvenile  crime 
prevention  program,  a  liaison  with  the  New 
Orleans  Police  Anti-Crime  Council,  a  day 
camp  summer  program,  and  meeting  places 
for  various  community-oriented 
organizations. 

Rev.  Percel  Church.  Jr. 
Executive  Director 
2019  Simon  Bolivar  Avenue 
New  Orleans.  LA  701 13 
(504)  524-1041 


RETIRED  MINISTERS'  HOMES* 


Because  of  the  generosity  of  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  61  persons  are  occupying 
homes  provided  for  retired  clergy  and  their 
spouses.  The  Louisiana  Conference  now  owns 
32  homes  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  six 
apartments  in  Ruston,  and  property  in  Lake 
Charles  and  Ruston.  Locations  of  the  homes 
are:  Alexandria,  Natchitoches,  Pineville, 
Amite,  Baton  Rouge  (2),  Hammond,  Lafayette 
(2),  Franklin,  Plaquemine,  Westlake,  Rayville 

(2) ,  West  Monroe,  Monroe,  Aurora  Gardens, 
Slidell,  Ponchatoula.  Minden  (2),  Homer, 
Ruston  (4),  Belcher,  Mansfield,  Bossier  City 

(3) ,  and  Shreveport.  The  total  value  of  these 
properties  is  in  excess  of  $1,800,000.  Occupants 
pay  a  maintenance  fee  of  4'<j<  per  square  foot 
per  month,  not  to  exceed  25%  of  occupant’s 
income.  Homes  are  usually  financed  on  a  50-50 
basis  by  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
Inc.  and  the  sponsoring  church.  However,  in 
some  cases,  they  have  been  funded  entirely  by 
donors.  Since  requests  for  homes  far  exceed 
available  funds,  the  need  is  great. 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.  is 
operated  by  a  Board  of  Trustees  made  up  of 
clergy  and  laity.  Board  members  are 
available  for  speaking  engagements. 

You  can  help  build  needed  homes  by  urging 
your  church  to  assist  the  Board  in  building; 
donating  properties,  personally  joining  us  in 
the  building  of  a  home;  donating  stocks,  lands, 
or  cash;  making  contributions  as  memorials 
or  honorariums;  and  remembering  this  work 
in  your  prayers. 

Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  President 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 
1618  Dudley  Lane 
Bossier  City.  LA  71112 
(318  )  747-2171,746-0262 


REVOLVING  LOAN  FUND 


The  Revolving  Loan  Fund  serves  very 
effectively  as  an  arm  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  measurement  of  service 
should  be  gauged  by  the  building  improve¬ 
ments.  physical  comforts  afforded 
congregations  and  parsonage  families,  and  by 
the  spirit  of  the  worshippers  assembling  in 
buildings  constructed  and/or  improved  by 
these  funds.  The  Revolving  Loan  Fund  was 


established  in  1960  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  Since  its  inception,  this 
fund  has  assisted  many  churches  in  the 
conference.  Low  interest  loans  are  available 
for  church  and  parsonage  repairs.  The 
detailed  policy  regarding  the  amount  that  can 
be  borrowed,  the  interest  rates,  and  the  length 
of  time  for  the  loan,  along  with  the  other  rules 
that  govern  the  loans,  are  printed  in  the 
Conference  Journal.  Your  gifts  are  solicited. 

Application  forms  are  available  from 
District  Superintendents  and : 

O.  W.  (Red)  Marrs 
Finance  Coordinator  for  Board 
of  Global  Ministries 
2242  Monaco  Drive 
Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815 
(504)  927-0976 


SPANISH-SPEAKING  MINISTRY 
The  New  Orleans  area  is  home  for  a  large 
number  of  Spanish  speaking  people.  Many  of 
them  are  struggling  with  housing,  language, 
employment  and  family  problems.  The 
Spanish-Speaking  Ministry,  directed  by  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Juan  Sanfiel,  both  ordained  United 
Methodist  ministers,  helps  to  fill  these  needs 
as  well  as  the  spiritual  needs  of  the 
community. 

Centered  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  New  Orleans,  this  ministry  has  expanded  to 
include  weekly  church  school  and  UMYF, 
along  with  the  regular  morning  worship 
service  and  a  Thursday  evening  Bible  study. 
In  addition,  there  is  a  monthly  ladies’  prayer 
circle  and  congregational  fellowship  luncheon. 
Other  regular  offerings  are  vacation  church 
school;  special  holiday  services  and 
programs  ,  and  counseling  and  translation  for 
medical,  educational  and  legal  difficulties 
faced  by  those  in  need.  Several  successful 
additions  to  the  church  calendar  have  included 
such  items  as  a  prayer  vigil,  a  revival 
campaign,  a  session  on  urban  evangelism,  a 
series  on  Preaching  from  the  Bible,  and  home 
Bible  studies.  Another  project  of  this  many- 
faceted  ministry  is  the  establishing  of  a 
Spanish  library,  with  initial  funding  by  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Task  Force  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Juan  ( Marta )  Sanfiel 

Directors 

3401  Canal  Street 

New  Orleans,  LA  70119 

(504  )  488-0856  ;  486-2885 


In  addition  to  these  projects,  a 
large  variety  of  General  Advance 
Specials  are  described  in  PARTNER¬ 
SHIP  IN  MISSIONS,  available 
through  the  catalog  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Service  Center, 
7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
45237. 

Each  church  is  encouraged  to 
adopt  at  least  one  Conference  and 
one  General  Advance  Special. 


This  information  is  available  in  leaflet  form  through  the  Conference  Resource  Center 

,  *  Recipient  of  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
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Mangum  Chapel 
Initiates 
Outreach 
Program 

The  Mangum  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  has  laid  the  foundation  for  an 
outreach  ministry  program  designed  to 
assist  needy  families  in  Livingston 
Parish. 

The  program,  entitled  “Operation 
Agape,’’  was  approved  by  the  church’s 
administrative  board  in  September  and 
will  begin  in  October. 

According  to  Rev.  Lewis  M.  Morris, 
Jr.,  pastor  of  Mangum  Chapel. 
“Operation  Agape”  materialized  after 
church  leaders  expressed  a  desire  “to 
be  more  active  in  addressing  the  needs  of 
individuals  beyond  the  church." 

“We  are  coming  to  grips  with  what  it 
means  to  be  Christ-like  in  our  Christian 
activities,’’  Morris  noted.  “I  guess  you 
can  say  it’s  the  formulation  of  our  credo 
on  practical  theology.” 

jVlorris  pointed  out  that  food  items  and 
clothing  would  be  collected  by  the 
Mangum  congregation  for  dispersement 
to  indigent  families  within  the  Walker 
community.  He  noted  that  a  different 
family  would  be  sponsored  by  the  church 
each  month. 

“We  will  form  a  search  committee  to 
assist  us  in  locating  eligible  recipients,” 
he  said.  “We  will  maintain 
confidentiality  at  all  times  in  our 
dealings  with  these  families.” 


Council  Date  Changed 

The  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  program  planning  meeting, 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  Oct.  8,  has 
been  cancelled  and  re-scheduled  for 
Nov.  5,  at  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  beginning  at  10  a.m. 


University  (B.R.)  Reorganizes 
United  Methodist  Men 


On  September  21,  Richard  Baker, 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  presented  the 
Charter  to  the  reorganized  Men’s 
Fellowship  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Mark  Solomon, 
District  Methodist  Men’s  Fellowship 


President,  installed  the  new  officers. 
Participating  in  the  meeting  also  were 
Tom  Harrell,  District  Lay  Leader  and 
Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  District 
Superintendent. 


Baton  Rouge  9 83  The  Women  Were  There! 


From  the  first  strains  of  the 
processional  on  Friday  afternoon,  led  by 
national  Division  President  Ruth 
Daugherty,  to  the  closing  rap  of  Nell 
Read's  gavel  at  12:00  noon  Saturday, 
Louisiana’s  United  Methodist  Women 
worshipped,  sang,  prayed,  enjoyed, 
meditated,  and  enthusiastically  gave  of 
themselves  to  their  annual  meeting. 

Held  September  16-17  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  the 
event  saw  752  United  Methodist  Women 
and  their  guests  come  together  to  plan 
for  the  future  and  begin  their  celebration 
of  the  Centennial  era  of  the  women’s 
organization. 

Nell  Read,  state  president,  conducted 
the  plenary  sessions,  with  Gwen  Redding 
as  Song  Leader  and  Melvin  Ballard  and 
Mary  Poole  at  the  organ.  Ruth 
Daugherty  addressed  the  women  on 
several  occasions  during  the  event.  At 
the  banquet  on  Friday  evening,  held  at 
the  Baton  Rouge  Hilton,  she  challenged 


the  group  with  the  three  constants  in  the 
role  of  women:  “Change  -r-  Change  — 
Change!”  She  said  change  must  be 
brought  about  through  (1)  catalytic 
conditions;  (2)  working  in  and  through 
community;  and  (3)  acting  or  even 
expanding  ideas  of  mission. 

At  the  Saturday  installation  service  for 
the  officers,  the  National  President  gave 
each  a  candle,  composed  of  wax  from  all 
of  the  candles  they  had  sent  her.  Basing 
her  remarks  on  both  the  candle-making 
process  and  the  hymn,  “Spirit  of  the 
Living  God,”  she  directed  their  thinking 
to:  “Melt  Me,”  “Mold  Me,”  “Fill  Me” 
and  “Use  Me."  “The  wick  in  the  center  is 
Christ,  whose  love  burns  within  us,’’  she 
said. 

In  his  Communion  message,  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  reminded  the  women 
that,  as  Jesus  pointed  out  to  the 
Samaritan  women,  “We’re  not  going  to 
have  to  worship  God  in  some  particular 
mountain,  but  as  Spirit!”  The  bishop 


went  on,  “God  is  in  life  itself,  and  His 
spirit  is  throbbing  in  us  —  not  a  place.” 
He  also  said  that  the  Christian  life  is  a 
“movable  piece,"  as  Hemingway  had 
said  Paris  proved  to  be.  However,  “the 
Christian  life.  Christian  Worship  and  the 
Christian  Church  are  movable  exper¬ 
iences.” 

The  “Holy  Fools,”  clowns  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
led  by  Glynda  Stephenson  and  Rev. 
Willis  Dear,  mimed  "The  Good  Lord 
Loves  You,"  and  later  unfurled  a  huge 
banner  declaring  Sunday,  January  22, 
1984  to  be  United  Methodist  Women's 
Day  in  the  Conference. 

Maryruth  Nickels,  the  new  Juris¬ 
dictional  representative  for  the 
Women’s  Division  was  introduced  to  the 
assembly. 

The  group  accepted  the  invitation  to 
hold  the  1984  state  meeting  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston. 


Persons ,  Churches  &  Events 

Everything’s  coming  up  roses  in  Centenary  College's  new  Hodges  Rose 
Garden. 

A  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  James  of  Ruston,  the  garden  will  be  dedicated 
Thursday,  October  6,  at  5: 15  p.m.  The  event  is  open  to  the  public. 

The  garden  memorializes  Mr.  James’s  mother,  Maggie  Hodges  James,  and 
grandmother,  Addie  Reynolds  Hodges,  and  is  the  first  construction  project 
under  the  College’s  beautification  master  plan.  Mr.  James,  a  trustee,  is  a  1929 
graduate  of  Centenary. 

The  garden  features  the  Centenary  Rose,  a  fragrant  maroon  rose  bred  at 
Armstrong  Nursery  especially  for  the  College;  a  compatible  white  rose  (which 
carries  out  the  school  colors  of  maroon  and  white),  and  over  six  varieties  of 
azaleas  and  other  plants,  carefully  selected  so  that  at  least  one  is  in  bloom  each 
season  of  the  year. 

*  *  * 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  of  Minden  has  two  new  highly  qualified 
staff  members.  Both  will  begin  their  duties  immediately  and  will  have  specific 
duties  with  the  growing  ministries  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Jim  Hammack  is  the  Director  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth.  His 
primary  responsibilities  will  be  to  work  with  the  youth  program  and  Sunday 
School  program  for  all  ages.  Mr.  Hammack  received  a  Bachelor’s  degree  in 
Psychology  and  Philosophy,  a  Master's  degree  in  Religious  Education,  and  is 
presently  working  on  his  Doctor’s  degree  in  counseling. 

Mrs.  Judy  Willis  is  Director  of  the  weekday  morning  Pre-school  at  Lakeview, 
which  is  held  Monday  through  Friday  from  8:30  to  11:30  a. m.  during  the  school 
year.  She  is  highly  qualified  for  this  responsibility,  with  a  Bachelor's  degree  in 
Elementary  Education,  a  Master’s  degree  in  Special  Education  and  eight  years 
teaching  experience  in  public  schools. 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  will  host  a  singles  conference. 
“One  Is  a  Whole  Number,”  October  28-30,  featuring  Rev.  Russell  M.  Clark, 
Associate  Pastor/Singles  Minister  at  the  Hyde  Park  Community  UMC, 
Cincinnati.  Ohio,  as  the  primary  speaker.  Rev.  Clark  is  in  charge  of  a  dynamic 
singles  program  with  over  3000  on  the  mailing  list.  He  will  bring  several 
messages  during  the  conference,  as  well  as  participate  in  some  workshops. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  there  will  be  eight  workshops  offered  from  which  each 
participant  may  choose  to  attend  two.  The  topics  covered  in  these  workshops 
are  as  follows:  “Single  Parenting,"  “Separation  and  Divorce  Under  Louisiana 
Law,”  “The  Road  Less  Traveled:  Aspects  of  Spiritual  Journeying,”  “Getting 
In  Touch  with  Who  You  Are,”  “Seeing  Louisiana  in  1984,”  “Financial  Planning 
for  Singles,”  “Overcoming  Grief,”  and  “The  Art  of  Living  Alone.” 

Registration  Information  can  be  obtained  by  calling  Rev.  Charles  Langford 
at  ( 318 )  984-421 1  as  soon  as  possible. 

*  *  * 

The  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  and  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  are  jointly  sponsoring  a  Study  on  Revelation  to  be 
presented  by  Dr.  John  Holbert.  The  study  is  scheduled  for  Sunday.  October  9 
through  Tuesday,  October  11,  at  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Session  times  are  Sunday  at  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  and  Tuesday  from 
9:30  a  m.  to  12  noon,  and  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m. 


The  Motive:  God’s  Love 


The  banner  displaying  the  theme  for  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Annual 
Meeting  was  the  constant  source  of  inspiration  for  the  women.  It  is  shown  at  the  top 
right  of  the  page.  Below  the  “flag,”  on  the  left,  are  the  newly  installed  state  officers 
for  1983-84.  On  the  right  are  some  of  the  outstanding  banners  displayed  by  the 
districts.  In  the  lower  left  photo.  President  Nell  Read  presides  over  the  assembly. 
Ruth  Daugherty,  National  Division  President,  leads  the  processional  into  the 
sanctuary  in  the  lower  right  photo. 


Letter  To  The  Editor 


Dear  Mr.  Fleming: 

The  Bayou  Chicot  United  Methodist 
Church  was  organized  way  back  in  the 
early  1800’s  and  has  been  a  beacon  in  this 
community  for  all  these  years. 

We  love  our  church,  but  our  problem  is 
that  we  have  few  young  members,  and 
our  older  ones  are  dying.  We  want  to 
keep  our  church  going  and  never  want  to 
close  our  doors. 

I  will  give  a  lot  to  United  Methodist 
families  who  would  come  to  this 
community  and  attend  our  church.  The 
property  where  the  land  is  located  is  two 
miles  from  the  high  school  and  Highway 
167,  and  is  on  a  gravel  road  on  one  side 
and  a  black  tbp  road  on  the  other. 

This  community  of  Bayou  Chicot  is 
located  forty  miles  South  of  Alexandria, 
about  thirty  miles  north  of  Opelousas.  It 
is  located  on  Highway  167.  There  is  a 
good  high  school  here,  and  two  junior 


colleges  are  located  within  thirty  miles, 
with  University  of  Southwest  Louisiana 
just  a  little  over  fifty  miles  away. 

This  is  a  fine  recreation  area,  as  it  is 
about  four  miles  from  Chicot  State  Park, 
with  Dossmann  and  Miller’s  Lakes  close 
to  the  area;  also  Crooked  Creek  is 
located  nearby. 

Many  of  our  people  work  for  the  oil 
companies;  some  work  at  Central  La. 
Electric  Company;  aqd  Cameron  Iron 
Works  has  just  opened  up  near  Ville 
Platte. 

Bayou  Chicot  is  said  to  be  the  oldest 
English-speaking  settlement  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  The  Calvary  Baptist 
Church  and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
are  two  of  the  oldest  in  this  section  of 
Louisiana. 

Yours  Sincerely, 

(Miss)  Mabel  A.  Thompson 
Ville  Platte,  Louisiana 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKET 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lesson:  Hosea  11:1-4 :  Hosea 
14:4-7:  1  John  4  8-9 

Woodrow  Geier,  who  has  written  the 
Adult  Bible  Studies  for  this  month,  has 
approached  his  subject,  “God  Redeems 
His  People,”  in  an  interesting  and 
progressive  way.  Last  week  we  dealt 
with  "The  Problem:  Sin.”  Today,  “The 
Motive:  God’s  Love."  And,  in  the  next 
two  weeks,  "The  Means:  God’s  Son”  and 
“The  Result:  New  Persons.” 

Last  week  we  saw  the  enormity  of  the 
problem,  the  universality  and  the 
persistence  of  sin.  Today  we  consider  the 
depth  and  expanse  of  God’s  love  as  He 
seeks  to  redeem  us. 

The  prophet  Hosea  knew  God  as  a  God 
whose  very  nature  was  love.  Therefore, 
in  Hosea's  thoughts,  there  was  no  way 
that  a  loving  God  would  or  even  could 
desert  his  straying  children.  Having  been 
married  t£  a  wife^(Gomer)  who  left  his 
and  their  family  for  a  life  of  prostitution 
and  having  found  himself  to  be  a  man 
who  could  not  stop  loving  her  even  when 
she  did  such  a  terrible  and  sinful  thing, 
Hosea  could  only  conceive  of  a  God 
whose  love  was  even  greater. 

Hosea  speaks  for  God  as  he  reminds 
the  people  that  they  are  chosen  people, 
brought  out  of  slavery  in  Egypt  to 
freedom  in  a  promised  land.  He  calls  to 
their  attention  the  fact  that,  freed  from 
physical  bondage,  the  people  had 
voluntarily  given  themselves  to  a 
bondage  to  sin  as  they  were  repeatedly 
disobedient  and  unfaithful  to  their 
Father  God  who  had  called  them  to  be 
His  children. 

He  speaks  of  God’s  patience.  Time  and 
time  again  God  has  delivered  his  people. 
Time  and  time  again  they  have  turned 
against  or  away  from  Him.  But,  time  and 
time  again  God  has  looked  upon  them  as 
beloved  children,  patiently  treating  them 
as  children  just  learning  to  walk.  He 
insists  that  God  will  never  desert  his 
children  or  treat  them  like  Admah  or 
Zeboim  (cities  in  the  Jordan  Valley 


which  were  destroyed  along  with  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah ) 

Hosea  does  say  that  the  people  must 
repent,  however.  In  the  reading  from 
Chapter  14,  he  says  that  God  will  heal 
their  wounded  spirit  (which  manifests 
itself  in  faithlessness)  and  will 
abundantly  love  them.  And,  he  says  that 
this  love  that  God  offers  is  not  a  reward 
for  penitence.  Rather,  it  can  be  received 
only  by  those  persons  who  understand 
the  importance  of  it  and  repent.  God  will 
never  give  up  on  his  sinful  children.  He 
will  always  love  them. 

Whereas  Hosea  focuses  on  the 
deliverance  of  Israel  in  the  Exodus  as  a 
manifestation  of  God’s  boundless  love, 
the  author  of  First  John  finds  the 
culmination  of  love,  indeed  the  definition 
of  love,  as  coming  in  the  incarnation  — 
the  sending  of  his  only  Son  into  the  world 
in  order  that  his  children  might  find  the 
abundant  and  fulfilling  life  in  and 
through  Jesus  He  states  that  “God  is 
Love”  and  that  any  person  “who  does  not 
love  does  not  know  God.” 

Why  does  God  want  to  redeem  us"’ 
What  is  His  motive9  In  remaining  true  to 
his  eternal  and  essential  nature,  God 
answers  the  question  Himself.  It  is 
because  of  love.  He  is  saddened  by  our 
sins  and  shortcomings,  but  He  still  loves. 
He  regrets  what  we  do  with  our  lives,  but 
He  refuses  to  take  away  our 
independence  and  autonomy.  His  motive 
and  His  method  are  the  same  —  love! 
Even  when  we  bring  upon  ourselves 
some  sort  of  divine  punishment  (we  try 
to  countermand  His  natural  laws,  for 
instance),  we  must  realize  that  His 
punishment  is  given  in  love. 

As  Dr.  John  Mauchline  states  in  the 
Interpreter’s  Bible  (I  quote  from  The 
International  Lesson  Annual),  “God 
must  punish  for  his  righteousness’  sake, 
but  he  cannot  cease  to  love  and  love  is 
always  redemptive  and  forgiving,  full 
patience  and  inexhaustible  of  hope.” 

God  has  faith  in  us.  He  is  patient  and 
kind.  He  will  save  us  in  His  love  but.  in 
order  to  receive  and  enjoy  His  gift  of 
salvation,  we  must  repent  and  turn  to 
obedience  and  dedication  in  His  name 
and  for  His  sake 


Bishop  J .  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  suf¬ 
fered  a  massive  cerebral  hemorrhage 
on  September  29  at  6:30  p.m.  at  his 
home  and  died  October  3  at  Baton 
Rouge  General  Hospital. 

Services  were  held  at  2  p.m.  Wednes¬ 
day,  October  5,  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
with  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  delivering 
the  eulogy.  A  second  service  was  held 
at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church. 
Houston,  on  Friday,  October  7,  at 
2  p.m.  Bishop  Paul  Galloway  delivered 
the  eulogy  there. 

The  Conference  extends  love  and 
sympathy  to  Mrs.  Shamblin,  Ken  and 
Pam,  and  granddaughters,  Kara  Lyn 
and  Cynthia. 


Pictured  from  Left  to  Right:  Mark  Solomon.  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Methodist 
Men’s  Fellowship  President;  Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson.  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette,  District 
Superintendent;  B.  J.  Daily,  President,  Chris  Sparks.  Vice-President,  and  Steve 
Shurtz,  Secretarv/Treasurer  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  Men’s  Club. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Published  by  the  Council  on  Ministries 
The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 


P.  O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge.  La  70821 


l 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


•■••••••«••  Editorials 


‘Jesus  economics’:  An  instructive 
model  for  Christian  mission 


••Jesus  economics"  may  not  be  a 
familiar  term  for  most  of  our  readers. 
Judging  by  its  positive  impact  on  persons 
connected  with  the  "Habitat  for 
Humanity,"  perhaps  it  should  become  so 
—  in  more  ways  than  one  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  30). 

“Jesus  economics"  refers  to  a  method 
developed  by  that  group  for  Christians  to 
help  low-income  persons  build,  buy  and 
maintain  their  own  housing.  Its  chief 
components  are  volunteer  labor,  no¬ 
interest  loans,  and  a  desire  to  help  poor 
people  become  self-sufficient. 

But  David  Geiger,  a  Habitat  volunteer 
and  nationally-known  engineer,  probably 
captured  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  “Jesus 
economics”  best  when  he  said:  “We  are 
not  about  building  houses,  but  changing 
people.’’ 

This  is  illustrated  by  Habitat’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  helping  a  family  long  after  it 
has  moved  into  its  new  home.  Volunteers 
not  only  show  families  how  to  take  care 
of  their  homes.  They  also  teach  families 
how  to  manage  their  finances  and  make 
low-pressure  efforts  to  introduce  them  to 

Habitat  adds 
spiritual  purpose 
to  free  enterprise 

Ow  Lord  teaches  us  that  it  is  more 
“blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.”  But  do 
we  believe  it? 

The  Habitat  for  Humanity  program 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  editorial  is 
one  illustration  of  its  truth. 

While  providing  poor  people  with 
needed  capital  and  a  feeling  of  com¬ 
mitment  from  well-to-do  Christian  volun¬ 
teers,  Habitat  also  provides  these  volun¬ 
teers  with  a  unique  way  of  integrating 
their  religious  faith  and  their 
professional  knowledge  and  skills. 

David  Geiger,  a  nationally-known 
engineer  and  a  Habitat  leader,  says  that 
his  contribution  to  others  through 
Habitat  does  as  much  or  more  for  him  as 
for  those  who  receive  new  homes. 

Habitat’s  success  also  shatters  the 
notion  advanced  by  some  that  a 
free  enterprise  economic  system  is 
inevitably  driven  by  greed  and  dog-eat- 
dog  competition.  Habitat  is  very  much 
a  part  of  that  system,  but  it  points  to 
important  human  needs  which  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  worldly  power  and  wealth 
cannot  fulfill.  One  is  the  need  to  give  of 
one’s  self  and  one’s  resources  to  a  cause 
with  ultimate  importance. 

This  need  is  likewise  not  fulfilled  when 
one  “helps  the  needy”  only  through  an 
impersonal,  centralized  system  financed 
by  taxation.  The  failure  of  many  public 
welfare  programs  —  including  govern¬ 
ment  housing  projects  —  can  be  traced  in 
large  part  to  the  fact  that  neither  their 
recipients  nor  their  donors  have  much 
personal  stake  in  their  success. 

While  recognizing  and  affirming  that 
tax-supported  welfare  programs  likely 
will  remain  necessary  to  cope  with 
poverty,  we  also  need  to  recognize  their 
inherent  limitations.  It  is  particularly 
important  that  we,  as  the  church,  help 
people  to  recognize  that  poverty  has 
spiritual  dimensions  which  cannot  be 
satisfied  “by  bread  alone.” 

It  is  in  this  regard  that  efforts  like 
“Habitat  for  Humanity”  are  so  suc¬ 
cessful.  They  bring  those  who  are  helping 
and  those  who  are  being  helped  together 
in  such  a  way  as  to  create  what  Mr. 
Geiger  termed  “a  real  sense  of  com¬ 
munity."  They  provide  resources  to  meet 
both  the  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of 
the  recipients.  And  they  provide  persons 
who  have  attained  worldly  success  and 
financial  independence  an  opportunity  to 
experience  even  greater  joy  through  the 
sharing  of  their  resources  with  others. 


Jesus  Christ. 

Hahitat’s  significance  far  exceeds  the 
relatively  small  number  of  houses  it  has 
built  to  date.  In  contrast  to  many  public 
housing  programs,  there  has  not  been  a 
single  mortgage  default  to  date  by  the 
owners  of  Habitat  housing,  indicating 
that  recipient  families  are  making 
progress  in  breaking  out  of  the  cycle  of 
poverty.  Equally  important.  Habitat  is 
providing  hundreds  of  middle  class 
Christians  an  opportunity  to  utilize  their 
professional  knowledge  and  skills  to  ex¬ 
press  their  faith  in  Christ  (see  related 
editorial  below). 

We  believe  Habitat’s  “Jesus 
economics”  demonstrates  in  an  exciting 
way  how  Christian  social  action  and 
evangelism  can  go  hand  in  hand.  Unlike 
many  church-sponsored  programs. 
Habitat  does  not  limit  the  expression  of 
Christian  love  to  either  practical  help  or 
verbal  proclamation.  It  does  both,  and 
challenges  us  to  recognize  that  human 
material  and  spiritual  needs  are 
unavoidably  related. 

We  urge  both  individual  Christians  and 
church  groups  to  look  upon  Habitat  for 
Humanity  as  an  instructive  model  for 
Christian  mission,  including  but  not 
restricted  to  housing  for  poor  persons.  Its 
“Jesus  economics”  reminds  us  that 
merely  “throwing  money”  at  problems 
of  human  need  is  rarely  effective.  Along 
with  our  money,  we  must  also  be  willing 
to  share  our  knowledge,  skills,  and  the 
faith  which  motivates  us  with  those  we 
would  help. 

(Further  information  regarding 
Habitat  for  Humanity  may  be  obtained 
from  its  headquarters  at  419  West  Church 
^  Street,  Americus,  Georgia  31709. ) 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  edition 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  1350  member- 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Enid, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Enid,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


Jesus  Christ  is 
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who  Uk£smeC// 


Here  I  Stand 
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Signs  of  maturing  WCC  should 
give  Christians  reason  to  rejoice 


By  JACK  M.  TUELL 
I  served  as  one  of  25  United  Methodist 
delegates  to  this  summer’s  Assembly  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  Van¬ 
couver,  British  Columbia.  It  was  a 
tremendously  rewarding  experience, 
and  served  to  reinforce  and  enhance  my 
own  commitment  to  the  ecumenical 
movement  and  to  the  necessity  of  full  in¬ 
volvement  in  it  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  WCC  has  been  criticized  for  being 
“left-leaning.”  My  experience  of  18  days 
of  being  with  the  WCC  leads  me  to  make 


My  Witness 

Since  ‘rapture’  is  over, 
use  energy  to  serve  God 


By  JOHN  J.  SIIAFFER 

I  have  noted,  with  interest,  an  article  in 
the  Aug.  26,  1983  issue  of  our  local  paper 
regarding  the  end  of  the  world.  It  was 
headlined  "Author  watches  the  count¬ 
down  to  the  apocalypse.” 

I  wondered  how  many  readers  recalled 
a  story  in  the  same  paper  on  June  29, 
1981.  It  informed  us  that  the  end  of  the 
world  would  occur  on  June  29, 1981,  based 
on  a  prediction  that  Bill  Maupin  said  “he 
began  to  receive  directly  from  God  in 
1965.”  In  point  of  fact,  I  made  careful 
note  of  that  date  and  a  sign  on  my  office 
wall  reminds  me:  "The  Rapture  Is 
Over.  .  .  occurred  on  June  29, 1981.” 

As  I  later  suggested  to  my 
congregation,  on  that  date,  all  devout 
Christians  “disappeared.” 

The  first  major  surprise  was  that  I  was 
still  here  in  Anchorage.  But  as  I  looked 
around,  even  more  surprise  awaited  me. 
No  reports  of  absent  church  members 
appeared  in  the  newspapers.  Some  were 
absent  from  worship,  but  they  did  appear 
elsewhere.  Wonder  of  wonders,  even  Hal 
Lindsey  and  Jerry  Falwell  were  still 
around.  To  prove  it,  each  came  to  An¬ 
chorage  on  a  speaking  tour  during  1983. 1 
didn’t  see  them  myself,  but  there  were 
reliable  reports  that  each  was  around. 

What  really  surprised  me  was  the  fact 
that  the  most  devout  Christian  I  know 
was  still  in  earthly  contact  with  me. 

No  matter!  At  least  I  am  able  to  put  the 
“rapture”  behind  me  theologically  and 
go  on  living  my  life  as  God  calls  me  to 
live  it.  I  am  grateful  that  Jesus  Christ 
tells  me,  in  the  Bible,  that  no  one  will 


know  the  day  or  hour,  so  I  didn’t  spend 
much  energy  on  the  question  before  the 
“rapture.”  Why  worry  about  it  after  it 
occurred? 

What  I  spend  my  energy  doing  is 
seeking  the  Will  of  God  .  .  .  and  doing 
what  Jesus  clearly  taught  us  to  do,  which 
was  basically  to  love  God  and  to  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves.  That  occupies  so 
much  of  my  time  and  energy  that  I  have 
little  left  to  spend  speculating  about 
when  and  how  the  end  of  the  world  is 
going  to  occur. 

In  fact,  now  that  the  “rapture”  has  oc¬ 
curred,  I  guess  none  of  us  will  be  spared 
the  final  agonies  of  a  dying  Earth.  If  I 
really  believed  some  of  the  teachings 
floating  around  our  world,  we  have  just 
about  1,000  years.  For  myself,  I  will  work 
to  make  sure  that  the  death  of  the  Earth 
is  prolonged  as  long  as  possible,  con¬ 
tinuing  the  biblical  call  to  be  a  good 
caretaker  of  the  Earth.  Praise  God! 
Given  what  is  going  on,  that  should.,  oc¬ 
cupy  my  energy  (and  lots  of  others)  for 
the  next  1,000  years  or  so. 

*"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
John  J.  Shaffer,  is  pastor  of  the  East  An¬ 
chorage  UMC  in  Anchorage,  Alaska 
(Alaska  Missionary  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


a  number  of  observations. 

1.  The  WCC  is  "people-leaning.”  It  is 
deeply  concerned  about  responding  to 
human  needs  wherever  they  are.  This 
sometimes  brings  it  into  conflict  with 
those  who  interpret  such  concern  as 
being  politically  or  ideologically 
motivated.  I  am  absolutely  convinced 
such  is  not  the  case. 

2.  The  U.S.  is  particularly  vulnerable 
to  criticism.  We  are  still  “No.  1”  in  terms 
of  wealth  and  power.  This  results  in  two 
things:  a  certain  resentment  and  envy 
among  many  persons  from  other  nations, 
and  a  certain  guilt  on  the  part  of  many 
persons  from  the  U.S.  Delegates  from  the 
U.S.  often  lead  the  way  in  resolutions 
which  may  be  critical  of  the  United 
States.  Everyone  knows  that  the  United 
States  is  a  democracy  and  that  U.S. 
delegates  will  not  be  punished  by  their 
government  when  they  return  home. 

3.  There  is  a  great  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  churches  everywhere  in  our 
world.  If  criticism  of  some  totalitarian 
nations  is  sometimes  muted,  as  it  ob¬ 
viously  is,  it  usually  grows  out  of  concern 
for  the  churches  and  their  people  in  such 
nations.  Delegates  had  to  ask  them¬ 
selves,  “Is  the  satisfaction  of  ‘telling  it 
like  it  is’  worth  the  possible  cost  in  per¬ 
secution  of  delegates  and  churches  in 
those  countries?”  (My  personal  view  is 
that  this  argument  is  a  bit  overworked, 
and  that  in  order  to  preserve  the 
credibility  of  the  WCC  a  more  balanced 
approach  is  necessary.  But  that  view  is 
easy  to  take  from  the  safety  of  a 
democratic  nation,  and  I  fully  respect 
those  who  take  a  different  view. ) 

4.  I  believe  the  WCC  is  maturing 
toward  a  more  even-handed  approach  to 
these  matters.  Little  noticed  by  the 
media  was  a  resolution  calling  on  chur¬ 
ches  to  support  the  right  of  workers  to 


Jack  M.  Tuell 
P<;tphli«h  frpp  frprJp  unions,  a  resolution 
obviously  aimed  at  Poland.  The  vote 
regarding  Afghanistan  —  given  such 
critical  coverage  in  the  media  —  was  ■ 
very  close. 

The  debate  was  open  and  with  no  holds 
barred,  and  the  306-278  vote  could  have- 
gone  the  other  way  if  the  35  who  ab¬ 
stained  had  voted.  Many  of  the  speeches 
at  the  Assembly  were  as  critical  of  the 
U.S.S.R.  as  of  the  U.S.,  especially  the 
speech  on  the  nuclear  threat  by  Helen 
Caldicott. 

In  any  truly  mature  organization,  the 
members  ought  to  be  able  to  speak  their 
minds  freely  on  any  subject  of  concern, 
and  then  arrive  at  decisions  based  on  an 
objective  view  of  truth.  This  should  be 
true  whether  it  be  an  administrative 
board,  an  Annual  Conference,  a  General 
Conference  or  the  World  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches.  But  I  know  of  no  “truly  mature 
organizations.”  All  are  flawed,  since  all 
are  composed  of  human  beings,  subject 
to  fears  and  feelings  of  their  own  as  well 
as  to  forces  beyond  their  control.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  WCC,  since  it  holds 
together  such  incredibly  diverse  people 
from  nations  with  sharply  differing 
political  and  economic  systems.  But 
there  are  signs  of  maturing  for  which  we 
should  all  rejoice. 

What  was  most  obvious  at  Vancouver 
was  that  the  real  source  of  our  unity  is  not 
in  any  convergence  of  opinions  on  politi¬ 
cal  matters  but  at  the  deeper  level  of  com¬ 
mon  worship.  Worship  did  for  the  Sixth 
WCC  Assembly  what  it  does  for  an  An¬ 
nual  Conference  on  a  local  church  —  it 
served  as  a  constant  reminder  of  who  we 
are  and  Whose  we  are.  It  helped  us 
remember  that  we  and  all  of  our  little 
systems  fall  under  God’s  judgment  —  the 
God  who  has  been  revealed  to  us  in  Jesus 
Christ  —  the  Life  of  the  World. 


Anger  at  Soviets  must  be 
controlled  by  Christ’s  love 


By  PAULJ.  WIBERG 
Beneath  all  the  debates  as  to  an  ap¬ 
propriate  national  response  ...  the 
reports  and  denials  ...  the  suggestions 
of  spying  .  .  .  and  the  torrent  of  angry 
words  from  world  leaders  —  all  surround¬ 
ing  the  shooting  down  of  a  South  Korean 
Airliner  and  the  loss  of  269  lives  —  there 
stirs  within  each  of  us  a  sometimes  con¬ 
fusing  mix  of  emotions  and  feelings. 

We  are,  of  course,  angry  at  the  Soviet 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

WCC  should  draw  back  from  the  ‘fire’ 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  speak  to  your  editorial  “Columnist 
should  disclaim  ‘cheap  shot’  tying  WCC 
to  plane  tragedy  ”  in  the  Sept.  16  issue. 

In  a  large  sense  I  agree  with  your 
editorial,  referring  to  columnist  George 
Will’s  statement  concerning  WCC  and 
the  plane  incident,  even  though  I  believe 
he  spoke  more  with  tongue-in-cheek  than 
you  gave  credit  for.  But  it  was  untimely 
since  there  is  so  much  distrust  of  the 
WCC  among  the  membership  of  so  many 
churches. 

Yet,  I  personally  am  not  so  willing  to 
let  the  WCC  off  the  hook  so  easily.  The 
WCC  has  brought  this  feeling  of  distrust 
upon  itself  by  its  manner  of  not  sharing 
openly  and  fully  with  the  people  its  pur¬ 
pose,  its  activities  and  essentially  its 
shepherding  of  monies  entrusted  to  it. 
Further  I  do  feel  that  Mr.  Will  cannot  be 
blamed  too  far,  when  we  find  that  as  yet 
the  WCC  has  not  (at  least  not  at  this 
writing),  made  any  statement  deploring 
Russian  activity  in  the  murdering  of  269 
innocent  people  and  attempting  to  place 
blame  anywhere  but  where  it  belongs. 

True,  Christians  in  communist  coun¬ 
tries  must  be  served  if  and  when  possible 
by  the  WCC.  Even  so,  political  caution 
thrust  aside,  there  are  times  when  in¬ 
fluential  groups  such  as  the  WCC  must 
stand  firm  and  speak  loudly  against  such 
actions  as  that  of  the  plane  incident.  Also 
true,  it  might  cause  problems  in  reaching 
those  Christians  once  the  statement  is 
made.  But  it  must  be  dared.  There  is  a 
danger  in  working  too  closely  to  the 
devil.  Standing  too  close  to  a  fire  can 
burn  the  incautious.  Perhaps  the  WCC 
has  played  the  fire  too  long,  and  has 
become  inured  to  the  flames.  Perhaps, 
harsh  as  it  may  sound,  the  WCC  should 
draw  back  from  such  areas  and  seek  to 
aid  in  places  where  governments  allow 
them  greater  latitude  of  service. 

Paul  K.  McAfee 

Punta  Gorda,  Florida 

Editor's  note:  Our  editorial  sought  to 
address  Mr.  Will's  comments,  not  to  “let 
the  WCC  off  the  hook.”  The  WCC  sub¬ 
sequently  issued  a  statement  deploring 
the  shooting  down  of  the  Korean  jet-liner, 
as  was  reported  in  our  Sept.  30  issue. 

Editorial  wrong 
to  criticize  Will 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  was  wrong  to  criticize 
George  Will  for  his  comments  in 
Newsweek  concerning  the  WCC  and  the 
Korean  Air  Lines  tragedy  (see  Editorial, 
UMR,  Sept.  16).  Mr.  Will  was  not  prac¬ 
ticing  “rhetorical  sleight-of-hand”;  he 
was  employing  the  completely  legitimate 
rhetorical  device  of  hyperbole,  in  which 
an  obviously  exaggerated  statement  is 
used  to  emphasize  the  point  the  author  is 
making. 

Mr.  Will  used  the  device  in  this  case  to 
reveal  what  has  been  the  World  Council’s 
disturbing  practice  of  excusing  or 
ignoring  Soviet  aggression  by  blaming 


the  West  for  provoking  it.  The  Reporter 
itself  has  amply  documented  the  anti- 
Western  bias  in  WCC  actions  and 
statements,  and  thus  should  not  criticize 
Mr.  Will  for  cleverly  using  a  sophis¬ 
ticated  polemical  tool  to  point  it  out. 

As  Rabbi  Tannenbaum  was  quoted  as 
saying  in  the  same  issue,  the  WCC  has 
only  itself  to  blame  for  the  severe 
criticism  it  receives  in  the  media  due  to 
its  “one-sided”  obsessive  anti-Western 
and  anti-Israeli  stances.” 

Marc  Rogers 
Scranton,  Kansas 

Stop  whining 
about  WCC  critics 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  editorials  on  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  its  critics  leave 
me  uneasy  (UMR,  Aug.  26,  Sept.  16). 
While  acknowledging  the  WCC’s  “im¬ 
balance”  in  its  resolutions  and  actions, 
with  mild  criticism  of  the  Soviet  Union 
but  strong  criticism  of  the  United  States, 
you  defend  this  policy  by  arguing  that 
this  does  not  indicate  an  intentional  anti- 
American  position  but  is  rather  a 
“stinging  indictment”  of  the  communist 
world’s  closed  society. 

To  extend  the  unusual  logic  of  this 
“alternative  view,”  a  complete  lack  of 
prophetic  witness  and  criticism  against 
Soviet  actions  would  somehow  become 
the  most  devastating  indictment  of  the 
Soviet  Union.  Is  the  realization  of  this 
reductio  ad  absurdum  to  be  seen  in  the 
WCC’s  recent  delay  or  refusal  (yet  to  be 
decided)  to  issue  a  statement  con¬ 
demning  the  destruction  of  KAL  007  by 
the  Soviets  (a  hesitation  which  the 
Reporter  correctly,  if  obliquely, 
criticizes)? 

You  chide  critics  of  the  WCC  (e  g. 
George  Will)  for  their  “cheap  shots,”  yet 
what  is  one  to  think  about  the  lack  of  any 
“shots”  by  the  WCC  to  the  “tragic  shots” 
of  the  Soviets. 

Let’s  stop  wasting  our  time  jamming 
the  frequencies,  as  it  were,  of  critics  of 
the  WCC;  if  indeed  they  are  simply  “fret¬ 
ting”  about  WCC  bias,  then  most  of  us  have 
enough  common  sense  to  realize  that. 

As  United  Methodists,  and  therefore 
members  of  the  WCC,  inordinate  sen¬ 
sitivity  on  our  part  to  criticism  is  foolish. 
If  we  have  nothing  to  hide  or  correct, 
then  it  is  childish  for  self-assured 
Christians  to  whine  for  an  apology  (can 
you  imagine  Jesus  asking  the  Pharisees 
for  an  apology?).  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  criticism  hits  a  nerve  by  revealing 
defects,  then  the  critics  themselves  may 
be  the  ones  who  are  being  “prophetic." 

Carl  W.  Lindquist 
Little  Valley,  New  York 

UMR  editorial 
policy  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  by  choice, 
having  been  born  and  reared  in  another 
denomination.  My  children  were  reared 
on  Wesleyan  Methodist  theological  vir¬ 


tues  —  and  still  practice  this  religious 
philosophy. 

You  say,  “The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  is  a  weekly  newspaper  serving 
the  United  Methodist  Church.”  If  this  is 
true,  then  why  don’t  you  give  us,  and 
many  other  readers  who  call  themselves 
United  Methodists,  some  relief  from 
repetitive  dosages  of  the  WCC  and  NCC? 

We  are  fed  up  with  your  paper’s 
wearisome  defenses  of  these  notoriously 
pseudo-religious  twins.  And  the  less  said 
in  defense  of  “gay  rights”  and  other 
social  quirks,  the  better. 

Your  editorial  of  August  26,  1983  (we 
could  have  easily  selected  another,  or 
others)  quotes:  “We  pondered  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  helping  our  readers  ...  ” 
Aren’t  you  relegating  the  level  of  our  in¬ 
tellect  to  sub-standard  by  assuming  we 
need,  or  want,  your  help? 

Further,  and  out  of  context,  you  say: 
"Viewed  from  the  narrow  vantage  point 
.  .  .  etc.,”  and  just  below  say:  “Viewed 
from  a  less  narrowly  American  per¬ 
spective  ...”  (continuing)  “What  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  one-sided  critique  of 
American  society  is  actually  a  profound, 
though  unstated  affirmation  of  the 
freedoms  of  speech  and  religion  in  our 
country.”  How  can  you  unstate 
something  profound? 

On,  and  on  you  go  —  article  after  ar¬ 
ticle  —  page  after  page  —  issue  after  issue. 

Why,  since  this  is  a  United  Methodist 
newspaper,  don’t  you  devote  equal  —  at 
least  —  space  to  biographical  stories  of 
great  Methodist  preachers,  teachers, 
and  leaders?  For  starters,  Charles  Allen, 
the  late  great  Tom  Shipp,  D.  L.  Dykes  — 
there  are  others?  You  could  go  as  far 
back  as  John  and  Charles  Wesley,  and  in 
between.  You  could  then  be  sounding 
positive  and  harmonious  chords! 

Some  of  the  young,  impressionable, 
hopefully  dedicated,  God-called 
ministers  may  be  inspired  to  emulate 
them. 

We  are  nonetheless  over-filled  with  the 
steady  diet  of  negativism.  We  hope,  and 
pray,  you  will  give  us  more  light,  and  less 
heat.  Trust  us  to  understand  joyful  news 
when  we  read  it.  Really  serve  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  please? 

Albert  Grayson  Walpole 
Monroe,  Louisiana 

Who  started 
WW  II  anyway? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  States  is  criticized  for  in¬ 
terning  Japanese  civilians  during  World 
War  II  and  for  dropping  the  atomic  bomb 
on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  Are  these 
the  only  crimes  of  that  War?  A  recent  let¬ 
ter  from  Joan  Stary  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  (Aug.  26)  calls  the  in¬ 
ternment  of  these  Japanese  by  the 
United  States  “a  sin  and  a  disgrace.”  Who 
started  that  war,  and  who  stopped  it? 

Who  dropped  bombs  on  Pearl  Harbor 
in  a  sneak  attack,  sinking  six  United 
States  battleships,  burned  164  planes,  killed 


about  2000  sailors,  218  soldiers,  290  marines, 
60  civilians,  and  wounded  more  than  1100? 

Who  ordered  the  140  mile,  six  day 
Bataan  Death  March  in  the  hot  tropical 
sun  to  a  prison  in  the  Philippines  for  300 
starving  United  States  and  Philippine 
soldiers,  some  of  them  sick  and  woun¬ 
ded?  Who  was  responsible  for  shooting  and 
bayoneting  the  prisoners  who  were  unable 
to  walk  or  collapsed  from  the  heat?  Only 
a  few  men  survived  that  torture. 

Who  bombed  Manila,  made  it  a  city  of 
rubble,  killing  civilians  and  military  per¬ 
sonnel? 

Who  interned  American  and  allied 
civilians,  men,  women,  and  children,  in 
the  Philippines  and  in  Borneo?  Why  were 
these  internees  subjected  to  inhumane 
treatment  by  their  captors?  Was  this  a 
sin  and  a  disgrace?  Why  do  innocent 
people  suffer  as  much,  or  more,  than  the 
guilty? 

Can  any  kind  of  killing  in  war,  whether 
it  be  with  guns,  bayonets,  starvation,  tor¬ 
ture,  bombs,  or  atomic  bombs  be 
justified?  Is  anything  right  in  war?  Has 
there  ever  been  a  friendly  war,  con¬ 
siderate  of  the  enemy? 

Who  can  answer  these  questions?  And 
who  has  a  brother  who  served  in  the 
Philippines  and  saw  some  of  these 
atrocities?  My  brother  was  one  among 
many  who  served.  Nora  Louise  Ligon 
Amarillo,  Texas 

Writer  misinformed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  considerable  anger  the 
comments  of  G.  Frankson  (see  UMR 
“Letters,”  Sept.  9)  who  replied  to  Darold 
Morgan’s  remarks  on  the  disastrous 
proposed  4.6  increase  in  the  Social 
Security  tax.  Evidently  G.  Frankson  is 
not  very  well  informed  as  to  pastors’ 
salaries,  benefits  or  living  conditions. 

As  the  wife  of  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  clergyman,  it  has  been  my  ex¬ 
perience  that  ministers  live  on  sub¬ 
standard  salaries,  housing  which  does 
not  usually  begin  to  compare  with  the 
surrounding  community,  no  furnishings, 
poor  health  benefits  and  retirement 
benefits  which  are  ludicrous.  (How  does 
$150.00  per  service  year  sound? ) 

If  UM  clergy  and  families  were  not 
truly  committed,  under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  there  would  soon  be  no  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

G.  Frankson  is  poorly  informed  to  say 
the  least!  Elna  E.  Godburn 

Branford,  Connecticut 

WCC  coverage  landed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  attended  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Sixth  Assembly  in  Vancouver, 
and  am  very  pleased  with  the  Reporter’s 
reports  by  Sharon  Mielke.  She  has  pro¬ 
vided  fine  material  for  pastors  and  lay 
leaders  to  use  to  acquaint  their  congrega¬ 
tions  With  this  event.  Thank  you  Sharon. 

Marie  Bale 
Redlands,  California 


leaders  (and  let  us  remember  that  this 
was  the  act  of  the  Soviet  leaders,  and  not 
of  the  Russian  people).  Some  are  skep¬ 
tical  of  our  Dwn  innocence,  while 
remaining  indignant  at  the  extremity  of 
the  Soviet  government’s  action.  Many 
are  concerned  about  how  this  incident 
will  affect  our  striving  for  arms 
agreements.  Many  others  are 
questioning  whether  a  government  which 
could  commit  such  an  atrocity  can  even 
be  trusted  to  negotiate  in  good  faith. 

At  the  base  of  all  of  these  feelings,  in 
the  hearts  of  people  the  world  over,  there 
is  fear.  We  fear  that  the  peace  we  all 
pray  for  —  already  a  delicate  and  fragile 
dream  —  will  become  even  more  elusive 
in  face  of  what  has  happened. 

Let  us  focus  for  now  on  our  anger,  since 
it  is  the  most  visible  and  volatile  of  our 
emotions.  There  is  no  question  that  we 
feel  anger.  Righteous  indignation  seems 
to  be  an  apt  description.  We  have  good 
reason  to  be  angry.  Christians,  no  less 
than  any  other  people,  feel  and  ex¬ 
perience  anger.  The  Bible  affirms  the 
fact  that  we  become  angry,  but  it  also 
cautions  us  about  acting  out  of  anger. 
“Be  angry,  but  do  not  sin,”  writes  St. 
Paul  to  the  church  at  Ephesus.  (Eph. 
4:24) 

God  does  not  condemn  anger,  but  God 
does  condemn  allowing  our  emotions  to 
rule  our' actions,  especially  when  those 
actions  run  contrary  to  the  model 
of  Christ-like  love  given  us  by  Jesus. 
Herein  lies  the  distinction  between 
emotionalism  and  Christian  ethics.  Our 
emotions,  were  we  to  follow  their  lead, 
would  have  us  always  seeking  revenge 
.  .  .  striking  out  at  those  who  strike  out  at 
us.  If  our  emotions  are  allowed  to  rule 
over  us,  then  we  will  do  the  will  of  God 
only  when  it  feels  good  or  otherwise 
satisfies  our  emotional  needs. 

If  this  is  the  case,  then  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  not  ruling  in  us.  If  we  have  allowed  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  rule  in  us,  then  we  un¬ 
derstand  St.  Paul's  words,  “Be  not  con¬ 
formed  to  this  world,  but  be  transformed 
by  the  renewal  of  your  minds,  that  you 
may  prove  what  is  the  will  of  God,  what 
is  good  and  acceptable  and  perfect” 
(Romans  12:2).  And  again,  “Do  not  be 
overcome  by  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with 
good”  (Romans  12:12). 

Throughout  the  world’s  bloody  history, 
anger  has  been  returned  for  anger, 
hatred  for  hatred,  bloodshed  for  blood¬ 
shed,  to  the  end  that  we  now  live  in  an 
age  when  our  most  sophisticated 
technology  is  devoted  to  producing  in¬ 
struments  of  warfare,  destruction  and 
death. 

We  must  learn  the  lesson  of  Jesus 
Christ,  who  said,  “You  have  heard  that  it 
was  said,  ‘You  shall  love  your  neighbor 
and  hate  your  enemy,’  but  I  say  to  you, 
love  your  enemies  and  pray  for  those  who 
persecute  you  ...”  (Matthew  5:43-44). 
And  we  must  learn  it,  if  it  is  to  mean 
anything  at  all,  precisely  at  a  moment 
like  this,  when  we  are  justifiably  angry, 
and  do  not  feel  Christ’s  love  in  our  hearts. 

•• Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tors  are  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell.  bishop  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Area,  and  the  Rev. 
Paul  J.  Wiberg.  pastor  of  the  Dixon  UMC 
in  Dixon.  California  ( California-Nevada 
Conference). 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Avenue,  P.O. 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 
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Alcohol  abuse: 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Churches  said  to  fear  6neo-Prohibitionist’  label 
if  involved  in  new  movement  to  curb  alcohol  use 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 
Staff  Writer 

Fifty  years  after  the  repeal  of 
Prohibition  in  the  United  States,  a  new 
movement  is  spreading  throughout  the 
world  to  drastically  reduce  alcohol 
consumption  through  government  action 
—  and  attack  what  is  increasingly 
recognized  as  one  of  the  world’s  leading 
public-health  problems. 

Unlike  the  preachers  and  others  who 
led  the  Prohibition  movement,  leaders  of 
the  new  movement  —  which  opponents  in 
the  liquor  industry  call  “Neo- 
Prohibitionist”  —  are  more  likely  at  this 
point  to  be  health  professionals  or 
scientists.  In  fact,  they  complain  about 
getting  little  help  from  major  church 
denominations,  which,  they  say,  are  still 
wary  about  reviving  a  Prohibitionist 
image  of  themselves. 

With  or  without  the  churches,  however, 
a  movement  is  building.  In  a  survey  of  80 
nations  last  year,  the  United  Nations’ 
World  Health  Organization  cited  “a 
swing  back  of  public  opinion,  away  from 


complete  liberalization  and  towards  a 
reasonable  degree  of  alcohol  control.” 

The  most  significant  development 
came  last  year,  when  for  the  first  time 
since  Prohibition’s  repeal  in  1933.  a 
federally  funded  study  urged  the  nation 
to  put  aside  “the  ghosts  of  the  past”  and 
develop  a  “broad  and  coordinated” 
campaign  to  reduce  drinking. 

In  another  significant  development, 
the  National  Council  on  Alcoholism, 
traditionally  linked  to  the  liquor 
industry,  has  removed  industry 
members  from  its  board  and,  at  its 
annual  meeting  last  spring,  reversed  its 
stand  on  government  action  by  vowing 
to  campaign  for  higher  taxes,  warning 
labels  on  liquor  products,  mandatory 
treatment  for  alcoholics,  and  other 
measures.  The  American  Medical 
Association  also  recently  backed  the  call 
for  warning  labels,  particularly  for 
pregnant  women. 

One  issue  attracting  attention  is  stiff 
taxes.  At  a  news  conference  in 
Washington  on  July  19,  a  coalition  of 
some  100  consumer,  health  and  alcohol 


groups  (including  several  church 
groups)  demanded  a  doubling  of  alcohol 
excise  taxes  —  which  have  not  been 
raised  since  1951  —  as  one  way  to  fund 
the  financially  ailing  Medicare  program 
for  the  elderly. 

The  ad-hoc  group,  called  the  National 
Alcohol  Tax  Coalition,  was  organized  by 
the  30,000-member  Center  For  Science  in 
the  Public  Interest.  A  spokesperson  for 
the  group,  George  Hacker,  said  that 
boosting  taxes  for  health-care  costs 
“makes  good  sense  and  represents  sound 
policy.  Producers  and  users  of  alcohol 
should  pay  to  help  treat  the  casualties 
they  create.” 

Behind  the  anti-alcohol  reaction  is  both 
the  dramatic  rise  in  worldwide  alcohol 
consumption  over  the  past  20  years  and 
growing  awareness  of  the  social  costs  of 
alcoholism  and  excessive  drinking. 
Drunkenness  in  the  United  States  is 
involved  in  most  deaths  from  falls, 
drowning,  fire  accidents,  spouse  beat¬ 
ings,  and  in  half  of  all  highway  deaths, 
according  to  widely  accepted  estimates. 
Most  drunk-driving  incidents,  further¬ 


more,  are  caused  by  alcoholics. 

At  its  35th  world  assembly  last  spring, 
the  World  Health  Organization  reported 
a  500  percent  increase  in  beer 
consumption  in  Asia,  400  percent  in 
Africa,  and  200  percent  in  Latin  America 
—  attributing  the  increases  to  relatively 
low  prices  of  beer  due  to  frozen  tax  rates. 

“The  evidence  of  increasing  damage  in 
a  large  number  of  developing  countries 
suggests  alcohol-related  problems 
constitute  an  important  obstacle  to  their 
socio-economic  development  and  are 
likely  to  overwhelm  their  health 
resources  unless  appropriate  measures 
are  taken.”  the  WHO  said,  calling  on 
governments  to  take  steps  to  restrict 
access  to  alcohol. 

Dan  Beauchamp,  a  University  of 
Michigan  health-planning  professor  who 
heads  a  group  of  125  leaders  in  the  effort, 
said  he  would  like  to  see  religious  groups 
play  a  major  role.  "I  am  powerfully 
disappointed  that  no  major  denomination 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  this 
issue.” 


A  passerby  studies  the  display  window  of  a  well-stocked  neighborhood 
liquor  store,  above,  as  a  customer  within  makes  a  purchase. 
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General  board  assists 
UMC-related  schools 


UMC  and  schools 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter 
continues  the  second  of  a  series  on 
how  The  United  Methodist  Church 
relates  to  its  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities.  A  subsequent  issue  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  profile  of  one  outstanding 
UM-related  school.  This  article  looks 
at  some  general  church  services  to 
the  schools. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  primary  responsibility  for 
furthering  relationships  between  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its  schoc. 
rests  with  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  specifically 
with  its  Division  of  Higher  Education. 
The  division,  in  turn,  takes  much  of  its 
style  from  recommendations  of  the 
national  commissions’s  report  of  1975-76. 

The  commission,  for  instance, 
recommended  that  the  division  monitor 
the  schools'  performance  for  indications 
of  institutional  health.  Starting  in  1978 
the  division  began  gathering  extensive 
data  on  a  confidential  basis  from  the  UM- 
related  schools.  Now  compilations, 
published  annually,  allow  the  schools  not 
only  to  see  the  total  denominational 
higher  education  picture  but  also  to 
measure  their  own  performance  against 
their  peer  schools. 

Read  ‘vital  signs’ 

Within  the  family  of  United  Methodist 
schools,  any  one  school  can  see  how  it  is 
doing  and  how  the  whole  "family”  is 
faring  on  such  things  as  percentage 
growth  in  assets,  enrollment  both  in 
absolute  numbers  and  in  trends, 
percentage  of  tenured  faculty, 
percentage  of  United  Methodists  among 
total  enrollment,  percentage  of  out-of- 
state  students  in  total  enrollment,  and 
freshman-class  enrollment  profiles 
measured  by  nationally-standarized 
tests.  These  data  allow  each  school  to 
read  its  own  "vital  signs"  and  to  call  for 
help  if  it  seems  necessary  (see 
article,  Sept.  30  issue,  on  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute)  or  to  flash  warning  signals  to 
board  and  division  officials  in  Nashville. 

The  national  commission  also 
recommended  that  the  denomination 
strengthen  the  University  Senate,  which 
is  the  denomination’s  review  and 
approval  body  with  final  say  on  whether 
a  school  is  qualified  to  continue  with 
United  Methodist  relationships.  The 
University  Senate's  review  of  and 
disapproval  (disaffiliation)  of  certain 
non-UM  seminaries  gained  some 


attention  in  1981-82,  and  it  has  begun 
reviewing  UM-related  colleges  and 
universities,  using  similar  criteria. 

Seven  years  ago  the  study  commission, 
in  its  final  report,  raised  apprehensions 
across  the  denomination  by  identifying 
—  without  naming  —  20  UM-related 
schools  as  "marginal.”  But  both  Dr. 
Thomas  Trotter  and  Dr.  Julius  Scott 
general  board  executives  noted  that  none 
of  those  schools  has,  in  fact,  either  “died” 
or  lost  its  denominational  affiliation.  Dr. 
Trotter  credited  that  to  the  inauguration 
of  "more  thoughtful  and  aggressive 
management”  at  some  endangered 
schools,  made  possible  in  part  by  the 
board’s  outside  consultative  services. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  the  financial  condition 
of  UM-related  higher  education  is  better 
than  it  was  five  years  ago.  As  an 
illustration,  he  said  schools  were  having 
to  pay  up  to  20  percent  interest  on  lines  of 
credit  loans  five  years  ago;  the  current 
rate  is  11  percent. 

"The  schools  almost  uniformly  have 
better  fiscal  investment  management 
than  they  used  to,”  Dr.  Trotter  said,  and 
he  credited  the  Higher  Education 
division’s  data  base  gathering  and 
sharing  with  helping  achieve  that 
improved  status. 

The  board’s  chief  executive  said  the 
division  also  provides  a  "brokering” 
service  among  United  Methodist  schools. 
For  instance,  Hawaii  Loa  College  had 
been  in  financial  trouble.  The  division 
recommended  that  Dr.  Roy  Schilling, 
then  president  of  UM-related  Hendrix 
College  in  Arkansas,  go  see  what  he 
could  do.  For  no  costs  other  than  his 
expenses,  Dr.  Schilling  spent  several 
weeks  there.  The  result,  according  to  Dr. 
Trotter,  was  that  the  changes 
recommended  by  Dr.  Schilling  —  on  loan 
from  one  United  Methodist  school  to 
another  —  "saved”  the  Hawaii  school. 

Two  goals  for  church 

Dr.  Trotter  sees  two  immediate  goals 
to  enhance  denominational  relationships 
with  the  schools. 

The  first  has  a  price  tag.  That  is  to  use 
the  board’s  political  force  to  press  for  a 
denomination-wide  annual  goal  of  $2 
million  for  the  United  Methodist 
Scholarship  and  Loan  Program.  The 
offering  currently  receives  about 
$500,000  annually.  He  also  wants  the 
National  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education,  linked  with 
the  Division  of  Higher  Education,  to 
make  a  major  shift  in  its  funding  away 
from  the  schools  themselves  and  into  more 
scholarships  and  loans  for  students. 

The  other  immediate  need,  Dr.  Trotter 
said,  is  for  United  Methodist  pastors  and 
laypersons  "to  help  identify  the  bright 
kids  and  encourage  them  to  go  to  our  own 
schools.  We  can’t  raise  enough  money 
across  the  church  to  own,  operate  or 
financially  support  more  than  100 
schools.  But  we  can  help  them  in  their 
mission  by  identifying  the  bright 
students.” 

Dr.  Scott  identified  yet  another  reason 
for  the  schools  and  the  denomination  to 
become  even  clearer  about  their  mutual 
relationships. 

"The  church-relatedness  is  important 
in  the  financial  community  when  the 
schools  have  to  look  for  financing,”  Dr. 
Scott  said. 


UNITED  METHODIST  PASTORS 
AND  CHURCHES! 

If  you  are  going  to  do  one  thing  this  year  to  see  our  Historic  General 
Conference  and  celebrate  our  200th  Anniversary  Year,  why  not  make  a 


Pilgrimage? 

or 

ASBURY’S  AMERICA 

WESLEY’S  ENGLAND 

-  General  Conference  & 

*  n  ^ 

-  General  Conference 

-  Our  American  Heritage 

m 

Asbury’s  America  & 
Our  English  Heritage 

$459 

$1159 

7  Days 

May  5,  1984 

4  Plus  9  Days 

and  continuing  opportunities  thereafter 

Dear  U.M.H.F. 

Yes,  I  want  to  see  the  historic  200th  General  Conference 
0  and  our  Methodist  Heritage!  (write/call  for  information) 

My  $100  deposit  is  enclosed 


Narruv 

Phnnp' 

State: 

Zip: 

Check  your  trip _ Asbury  or _ Wesley? 

Mail  to:  United  Methodist  Heritage  Fellowship 
Box  2,  Bel  Air,  MD  21014 

Weekdays  1 1AM  to  3  PM  (301)  838-8347 

Travel  by  United  Methodists  for  United  Methodists 
"Help  Restore  Lovely  Lane" 


Opinions  divide  over  UM  priorities 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

What  "critical  need  in  God’s  world” 
should  get  top-priority  attention, 
funding  and  efforts  of  9.4  million  United 
Methodists  from  1985  through  1988? 

Leaders  at  the  general  church  level 
this  fall  are  sharply  divided  about  the 
answer. 

Riding  on  the  answer  is  the  direction 
of  countless  programs  at  all  levels  of 
the  church  and  millions  of  dollars  in 
local  church  contributions  which  will  be 
spent  according  to  what  the  UMC’s 
General  Conference  next  May  defines 
as  the  "missional  priority.” 

Most  national  UM  leaders  are  lining 
up  behind  one  of  two  proposals  for  1985-88: 

“Church  Alive” 

Supporters  of  the  "Church  Alive” 
priority  say  United  Methodism’s  mas¬ 
sive  membership  loss  of  more  than  1 
million  during  the  last  15  years  not  only 
threatens  the  ability  of  the  UMC  to  re¬ 
spond  to  other  critical  needs,  but  is  a 
sign  that  too  many  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  38,000  congregations  have  lost 
their  sense  of  mission. 

Under  this  priority,  the  resources  of 
the  Church  would  be  mobilized  to  do 
three  things: 

(1)  Establish  250  new  churches  each 
year.  At  least  half  would  be  in  racial 
and  ethnic  minority  communities. 

America’s  population  has  shifted 
dramatically.  But,  "Church  Alive” 
supporters  say,  the  United  Methodists 
of  the  1960s,  ’70s  and  ’80s  have  not 
moved  with  the  population  —  as  they 
did  in  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  —  to 
develop  congregations  in  which  to  wor¬ 
ship  and  be  in  mission. 

(2)  Each  of  the  540  districts  in  the 
denomination  would  choose  two 
“limping"  congregations  each  year 
("where  possible,  one  shall  be  a  racial 
and  ethnic  minority  church").  The 
districts  would  provide  the  financial 
and  leadership  resources  to  bring  about 
their  revitalization  as  centers  of 
mission  in  their  communities. 

(3)  Each  local  congregation  would  be 
expected  to  survey  the  needs  of  its 
community  and  to  become  involved  in 
at  least  one  new  program  of  social 
justice,  with  special  attention  to  be 
given  to  “issues  of  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  empowerment.” 

"The  fulfillment  of  the  missional 
priority  will  make  every  local  church  a 


-center  of  mission  and  ministry  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  bringing 
healing  and  wholeness  to  persons  and 
transforming  structures  and  systems,” 
according  to  the  20-page  recommenda¬ 
tion  for  “Church  Alive.” 

$10  million  a  year  would  be  sought 
from  the  UMC’s  churches,  in  contrast  to 
the  $5  million  a  year  sought  for  the 
priority  this  quadrennium.  Half  the 
money  would  be  designated  for  the 
aspects  of  the  priority  related  to  ethnic 
minority  local  churches. 

Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 

The  most  critical  problem  for  the 
UMC,  say  supporters  of  this  missional 
priority,  is  the  continuing  inability  of 
the  denomination  to  help  spread  the 
transforming  power  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  into  the  fast-growing 
ethnic  minority  communities  of 
America. 

The  UMC  still  doesn’t  have  the  ethnic 
churches,  ministers  or  the  know-how  to 
make  much  of  a  difference  in  these 
largely  untouched  mission  fields  within 
the  U.S.  borders,  many  national  UM 
leaders  maintain. 

During  the  1977-80  quadrennium,  one 
of  three  missional  priorities  was  to 
build  more  ethnic  churches,  recruit  and 
train  more  ethnic  ministers  and 
strengthen  existing  ethnic 
congregations. 

That  became  the  sole  missional 
■priority  in  the  1981-84  quadrennium. 

The  denomination’s  general  agencies 
have  done  a  lot  in  response  to  the 
priority,  said  members  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  two 
weeks  ago.  But  they  said  most  annual 
conferences  just  now  are  getting 
programs  into  place  that  can  start 
having  an  impact  in  ethnic 
communities.  And  involvement  by 
white  congregations  still  is  almost  non¬ 
existent,  they  said. 

To  submerge  the  ethnic  emphasis  in 
the  much  broader  "Church  Alive" 
priority  would  be  to  side  against  ethnic 
minorities  at  the  same  time  that  racism 
is  on  the  rise  again  in  the  United  States, 
the  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero  of  El  Paso 
told  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  to  enthusiastic  applause. 

Agencies  split  on  issue 

Endorsements  of  continuing  the  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  as  the  sole  pri¬ 
ority  have  come  from  the  General  Boards 


of  Global  Ministries,  Discipleship,  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  from  the 
General  Commissions  of  Religion  and 
Race  and  of  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

But  the  most  powerful  official 
endorsement  —  from  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  —  has 
been  for  "Church  Alive.”  The  UMC’s 
"Book  of  Discipline"  gives  the  GCOM 
responsibility  for  developing  missional 
priority  proposals  and  for  recommend¬ 
ing  them  to  General  Conference. 

The  GCOM  board  of  directors 
approved  an  outline  of  "Church  Alive" 
last  spring. 

Two  weeks  ago,  a  GCOM  design  team 
completed  a  20-page  description  of 
“Church  Alive”  at  a  Denver  meeting.  It 

‘Keep  ethnic  churches 
as  sole  priority’ 

The  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero.  Hispanic, 
district  superintendent.  El  Paso: 

The  "Church  Alive"  priority  would 
represent  a  shamefully  self-centered 
effort  to  save  and  build  up  an  institu¬ 
tion  —  that  is  losing  a  lot  of  members  — 
instead  of  reaching  out  in  mission. 

The  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero.  Hispanic, 
executive  of  Generol  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race.  Washington  D.C. 

White  congregations  don't  need  the 
denomination  to  throw  its  top  resources 
at  helping  them  evangelize  the  white 
community.  They  |ust  need  to  decide  to  do 
it  or  for  the  bishop  to  decide  they  should. 

The  current  priority  is  a  symbol  of 
the  UMC's  commitment  to  racial  plural¬ 
ism.  Switching  the  priority  now  will  send  a 
devastating  if  not  traumatic  signal  to  ethnic 
minority  United  Methodists. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Tolbert,  block, 
chairman  of  interagency  coordinating 
committee  for  present  priority.  Seattle: 

Many  of  the  ethnic-emphasis  programs 
just  starting  in  many  annual  conferences 
would  be  lost  in  the  effort  to  re-tool  for 
the  new  priority. 

The  Rev.  Yolond  Rivos,  Hispanic,  member 
of  Religion  and  Roce  staff.  Washington. 

We're  not  asked  to  do  what  will  sell. 
We're  asked  to  be  in  mission. 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  Caldwell,  black,  member 
of  Religion  and  Race  stoff .  Washington: 

We  have  within  the  ethnic  minority 
churches  such  a  rich  Wesleyan  tradition 
and  vitality  —  often  missing  from  the 
liberal  and  traditional  white  churches  — 
that  could  help  rejuvenate  the  church. 


was  sent  to  all  bishops,  annual 
conference  officials  and  general 
agencies  for  their  comment. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  will  review 
the  document  in  November.  After  that, 
the  GCOM  design  team  will  consider  all 
comments,  revise  the  document  and 
bring  it  to  the  GCOM  board  in  early 
December  for  final  action. 

Not  divided  on  race  lines 

Racial  concerns  and  fears  are  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  debate. 

But  national  UM  leaders  do  not  divide 
clearly  along  racial  lines. 

For  example,  half  the  members  of  the 
GCOM  design  team  for  "Church  Alive” 
are  ethnic  minority  persons 
representing  all  four  ethnic  groups. 

‘New  priority  needed 
to  bring  church  alive’ 

The  Rev.  Arturo  Fernondez,  Hispanic, 
district  superintendent.  San  Froncisco. 
member  GCOM  Priority  team 

I  am  a  Hispanic  and  very  Hispanic  in  my 
outlook.  But  I'm  a  member  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  that  must  see  Christ  offered  to  the 
whole  world.  Many  white  congregations 
are  failing  so  badly  in  their  ministry  that 
they  need  immediate  attention  along 
with  the  ethnic  churches. 


Yvonne  Ferris,  white,  chairwoman 
of  GCOM  s  misslonol  priority  design 
team.  Central  City.  Neb. 

I  just  don't  understand  how  people 
can  talk  about  "Church  Alive"  being  self- 
serving  and  inword-looking.  This  priority 
recognizes  that  it  isn't  enough  for  a 
church  to  be  built  or  to  survive;  all 
churches  are  expected  to  be  involved  in 
justice  ministries  in  their  communities. 

The  current  missional  priority  doesn't 
spell  out  specific  expectations  of  local 
churches.  This  one  has  many  backed  by 
the  connectionol  system  and  the  power  of 
bishops  to  insist  on  a  response. 

Loretta  Young,  black,  member 
GCOM  Priority  team.  Ronceverte.  West  Vo. : 

Being  ethnic.  I  would  have  liked  to 
have  continued  the  priority  just  on  ethnic 
churches  if  it  could  be  a  vital  effort.  But 
I  don't  think  it  would  be.  Contributions 
have  fallen  off  each  year.  As  designed 
and  perceived,  the  priority  has  failed  to 
convey  the  vision  of  its  purpose 
to  the  members  of  local  churches. 

Ethnic  churches  probably  will  get  more 
attention  and  money  under  the  broadened 
priority. 


Issue  is  episcopal  vs.  congregational  style 
minority  report  says  of  UM  ministry  study 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Four  members  of  the 
19-person  committee  which  has  spent 
nearly  three  years  studying  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministry  issued  their  minority 
report  as  expected  here  last  week. 

The  20-page  minority  report  claims 
that  the  140-page  majority  report 
"contains  serious  deficiencies  and  poses 
premature  solutions  for  unstudied 
issues."  The  minority  report  details  10 
specific  "deficiencies”  and  offers  three 
recommendations  for  future  action. 

Both  reports  have  been  mailed  to  all 
members  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education,  all  bishops  and  others 
consulted  during  the  study  process.  The 
general  board  is  expected  to  make  some 
decision  on  the  reports  at  its  meeting 
here  in  mid-October  and  to  forward  its 
recommendations  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

As  indicated,  (see  UMR  Sept.  9  and  23) 
the  majority  report  recommends  that 
United  Methodism  phase  out  its  lay 
professional  desighation  of  “diaconal 
minister”  and  its  ordained  order  of  dea¬ 
con  defined  as  a  preparatory  stage  in 
one’s  becoming  an  ordained  elder.  In 
their  place  there  would  be  a  permanent 
ordained  order  of  deacon. 

"Deacons”  then  would  “serve  in 
ministries  focused  primarily  on  liturgy, 
service  and  justice  .  .  .”  Examples  of 
deacons’  service  cited  in  the  majority 
report  are  "community  development, 
social  services,  health  ministries, 
missions,  peace-making,  education, 
counseling,  evangelism,  administration 
and  music.” 

The  majority  report  recommends  no 
major  changes  in  the  current  ordained 


order  of  "elder.”  The  minority  report 
does  not  mention  elders. 

“Deficiencies”  outlined 

The  minority  report  affirms  that 
diaconal  ministry  "is  important  to  the 
church.”  But  it  finds  10  "deficiencies"  in 
how  the  majority  report  has  dealt  with 
diaconal  ministry.  In  summary,  these 
reputed  deficiencies  are: 

1.  An  "inadequate  process"  made  no 
effort  to  measure  the  committee’s  study 
alongside  the  United  Methodist 
"quadrilateral"  of  scripture,  tradition, 
experience  and  reason; 

2.  Allows  almost  any  church  job  to 
consider  itself  as  representative 
ministry”  and  would  make  ordained 


majority  report  is  a  major  step  toward  a 
non-episcopal  ecclesiology.” 

6.  By  allowing  deacons  to  be  ordained 
without  requiring  them  to  itinerate  while 
requiring  ordained  elders  to  continue  to 
do  so,  the  majority  report  "splits  the 
‘special  covenant'  of  itineracy  into  two 
irreconcilable  factions ...” 

7.  The  traditional  "check  and  balance” 
of  annual  conference  sessions  made  of 
equal  numbers  of  lay  and  clergy 
representatives  "would  be  seriously 
altered”  by  the  addition  of  persons 
"whose  employment  is  determined  by 
personal  decision  and  congregational 
contract  .  .  .  Most  persons  in  the 
proposed  order  of  deacon  will  of 
necessity  serve  in  the  larger  urban. 


Proposed  altering  of  United  Methodist  orders 
of  ministry  said  to  “sap”  the  ability  of  bishops 
to  deploy  ministers. 


ministry,  "at  base,  non-essential;  ” 

3.  "A  service  elite"  of  deacons  would 
be  "a  superfluous  addition”  to  the 
denomination’s  life  and  work ; 

4.  If  deacons  are  allowed  to  "locate"  — 
that  is,  to  arrange  their  own  employment 
as  church  musicians,  etc.  —  they  would, 
be  outside  the  appointment  and 
supervision  of  the  bishop  ; 

5.  The  proposed  recognition  of  "non¬ 
itinerant"  deacons  as  full  members  of 
annual  conferences  "saps  the  ability  of 
the  episcopacy  to  deploy  ministerial 
members  for  missional  purposes.” 

"The  issue.”  according  to  the  minority 
report,  "is  whether  we  are  a  congrega¬ 
tional  or  episcopal  denomination.  The 


largely  Caucasian  congregations,  thus 
substantially  increasing  the  power  and 
influence  of  these  congregations  in  the 
annual  conference.” 

8.  The  majority  report  is  "insensitive” 
to  major  ecumenical  discussions  of  the 
ministry,  including  the  recent  statement 
on  "baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry"  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

9.  By  failing  to  seek  input  from  central 
conferences  in  Africa,  Asia,  Europe  and 
Latin  America,  the  majority  report 
"ignores  the  rest  of  world  United 
Methodism." 

10.  The  proposed  new  diaconate 
(ordained  deacon)  order  would  be  made 
up  of  "a  new  group  of  professional 


ministers.” 

The  minority  report  follows  its  17 
pages  of  "deficiencies"  with  two  pages  of 
recommendations. 

Alternative  proposals 

The  minority  propose  that  "an 
instrumentality”  would  be  authorized  for 
ongoing  reflection  on  the  theology  of  the 
church  and  to  report  back  to  each 
General  Conference.  This  group  would  be 
guided  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  in 
collaboration  with  theological  schools 
faculties  and  persons  from  other 
agencies 

The  present  order  of  deacon  would  be 
broadened  to  include  (a)  persons  who 
intend  to  seek  ordination  as  elders;  (b) 
persons  who  intend  to  remain  as 
permanent  deacons  serving  in  pastoral 
ministry,  and  (c)  persons  who  elect 
ordination  as  permanent  deacons 
serving  in  ministries  of  love,  service  and 
justice.  All  these  deacons  would  be 
subject  to  appointment  by  the  bishop  and 
would  be  clergy  members  of  annual 
conferences. 

Finally,  the  minority  report  would 
retain  diaconal  (lay)  ministry  in  its 
present  form. 

Signers  of  the  minority  report  are  the 
Rev.  Richard  Cain,  the  Rev.  Jerome  Del 
Pino,  the  Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese,  and  Tal 
Oden,  an  attorney  from  Oklahoma.  All 
represent  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  on  the  Ministry  Study 
Committee.  The  division’s  other 
representative  is  the  Rev.  Dale  Dunlap, 
chairman  of  the  ministry  study 
committee  and  a  major  drafter  of  the 
majority  report. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Reporter  exclusive  interview 

Mission  chief  wants  changes  in  direction 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  In  interviews  with  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  United  Methodism's  largest  general  agency  —  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  the  Reporter  invited  him  to  share  his  vision  of 
the  church's  mission  with  Reporter  readers  and  to  tell  how  he  hopes  that 
mission  will  be  acted  out  during  the  next  five  years. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
and 

SHARON  MIELKE 

NEW  YORK  —  On  a  clear  day  from  his 
14th  floor  office,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent  may  not  be  able  to  see  forever. 

But,  as  United  Methodism’s  chief 
mission  executive,  he  has  a  great  sense 
of  urgency  about  what  needs  to  be  done 
now. 

Literally  sitting  on  the  edge  of  his  chair 
during  much  of  several  hours  of 
interviews  by  the  Reporter,  he  spoke 
with  passion  and  conviction.  His  hands 
vigorously  punctuate  his  points;  shifts  of 
his  six-foot-plus  frame  frequently 
signalled  changes  in  the  topic  of 
discussion. 

Dr.  Nugent,  elected  almost  two  years 
ago  to  head  United  Methodism’s  largest 
agency  —  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  set  forth  a  vision  that  would 
shift  the  board  in  several  new  directions 
and  away  from  what  has  increasingly 
been  viewed  by  church  members  as  an 
entrenched  and  inflexible  philosophy  of 
mission. 

For  example,  the  board  has  long 
maintained  it  conducts  only  diplomatic- 
type  relations  with  well-established 
autonomous  Methodist  churches  of  the 
world  and  with  established  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  in  the  U.S., 

Africa,  Europe  and  Asia.  This  approach 
has  seemed  to  many  to  assume  that  the 
task  of  carrying  out  Jesus’  Great 
Commission  was  complete,  that  there 
were  no  new  mission  fields,  and  that  the 
denomination’s  missionary  force  should 
be  reduced  —  both  because  there  was 
little  need  and  even  less  money  to  send 
them.  Dr.  Nugent  explained. 

Referring  to  these  assumptions  about 
the  church’s  mission,  Dr.  Nugent  said, 

“We’ve  made  mistakes,  and  there  are 
blocks  to  reversing  the  momentum  of  the 
past.  The  past  is  what  usually 
determines  the  future;  we  have  to  turn 
that  around. 

“The  task  of  conversion  is  never 
completed,”  he  said.  “I  want  a 
missionary  outreach  to  people  who  are 
not  in  the  church  —  the  unreached  two 
billion  who  are  to  be  found  not  only  in 
specific  pieces  of  geography  but  in 
different  sectors  of  society.” 

Youth  urgent  concern 

At  another  point  in  the  conversation  it 
became  clear  that  Dr.  Nugent  has  a 
special  concern  for  young  people:  “We 
need  a  major  mission  program  for  youth. 

Most  are  outside  our  churches.  We  can’t 
wait  for  them  to  become  adults.  We  must 
call  them  to  know  who  and  Whose  they 
are.” 

He  told  of  reading  about  young 
teenagers  who  had  sold  their  bodies  in 
prostitution,  of  how  many  are  being 
caught  up  in  drugs,  of  how  he  observes 
them  outside  his  windows  in  his  own 
neighborhood.  “A  new  effort  is  much 
needed  here,  and  I  hope  both  the 
Women’s  and  National  divisions  of 
Global  Ministries  will  pick  up  this 
concern.” 

Before  going  into  further  details  about 
his  vision  for  the  UMC’s  mission  future, 

Dr.  Nugent  spoke  candidly  about  what  he 
now  sees  as  “mistakes”  on  the  part  of  the 
mission  agency. 

Past  mistakes  noted 

“It  was  a  mistake  for  the  whole 
question  of  missionaries  to  have  been  left 
to  the  World  Division.  Decisions  about 
missionaries,  and  about  how  the  church 
would  relate  to  overseas  churches, 
should  have  been  decisions  of  the  whole 
board. 

“Times  have  changed.  Certainly  you 
can’t  go  with  your  pith  helmet  and  your 
short  pants.  But  there  isn’t  a  single 
church  that  has  said  to  us,  We  will  not 
take  missionaries.’  They  have  helped 
shape  the  kinds  of  missionaries  they 
want  and  the  skills  they  want. 

“Frankly,  I  don’t  think  there  is  a  time 
when  you  have  enough  missionaries. 

How  could  one  have  enough 
missionaries?  Enough?  Enough? 

Enough?  There  is  always  more  work  to 
be  done.  ” 

But,  he  said,  there  are  still  "echoes”  of 
the  missionary  “moratorium”  around. 


Rev.  Randolph  Nugent 
“This  call  for  a  moratorium  that  we  have 
heard  about  was  not  a  call  to  stop  sending 
missionaries,  as  it  has  been  interpreted 
by  some  people.  It  was  a  call  to  dialogue 
and  to  reshape  the  relationship  into  a 
partnership  rather  than  having  a  one¬ 
way  flow  from  us  to  them.” 

He  said  the  directors  and  staff 
members  of  the  World  Division  are  still 
wedded  to  the  church-to-church, 
diplomacy-style  relationships,  and  that 
they,  having  believed  and  operated  out  of 
that  style,  find  it  very  difficult  to  adopt  a 
new  approach. 

“There  is  a  place  in  some  situations  for 
that  type  of  approach,  but  directors  have 
to  realize  that  this  is  only  one  way  to  be  in 
mission,  and  not  necessarily  the  most 
creative  approach. 

Another  “mistake,"  he  believes,  was  a 
policy  by  the  mission  board  of 
stonewalling  the  volunteers-in-mission 
movement.  This  movement  started  in  the 
Southeast  U.S.  and  basically  involved 
recruiting  church  members  to  volunteer 
their  skills  as  doctors  or  carpenters  or  as 
preachers  to  specific  health  or  building 
projects  of  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Caribbean,  Central  America,  Mexico  and 
some  in  Africa.  These  would  usually  be 
one  to  three  week  projects  of  direct 
service. 
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Local  initiative  valuable 

“Those  administering  the  mission 
agency,”  Dr.  Nugent  said,  “forgot  that 
members  in  local  churches  were  hearing 
and  responding  to  a  call  to  mission 
service;  they  had  caught  a  vision.  The 
administrators  tended  to  look  upon  these 
volunteers  as  problems.  Their  view  was 
distorted  by  their  own  hard-core 
proximity  to  problems  in  these  mission 
areas  and  the  conviction  that  the 
volunteers  would  probably  make  things 
worse.” 

Another  “mistake,”  he  believes,  has 
been  the  board’s  unequal  emphasis  on 
activism  ahead  of  spirituality. 

He  cited  specific  steps  in  this  and  other 
areas  that  will  turn  the  board  in  a  new 
direction. 

"The  one  goal  I  have  is  to  identify  and 
trace  how  all  we  do  is  a  response  to 
Christ  and  an  invitation  to  people  to  join 
us  in  Christ,”  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

“Of  course  we  must  continue  to  do  all 
we  can  to  change  structures  that  oppress 
people,  but  to  do  that  you  must  be 
grounded  in  the  faith  .  .  .  The  ‘works’ 
that  we  do  in  community  action  or  in 
human  rights  are  not  separable  from  our 
response  to  God;  we  can’t  do  one  without 
the  other.  Missionaries  can’t;  neither 
can  our  board’s  directors. 

“You  have  to  worship,"  he  said. 
"During  our  annual  meeting  next  week, 
we  are  going  to  have  Bible  study.  We 
need  that  to  focus  our  work.” 

Dr.  Nugent  said  he  has  heard  some 

Nominees  told 
for  two  top 
mission  posts 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Nominees  to 
fill  two  top  posts  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
were  announced  at  press  time  Oct>  3  by 
the  board's  Personnel  and  Nominations 
Committee. 

Peggy  Billings,  a  former  missionary  to 
Korea  who  has  been  on  the  board  staff 
since  1964,  is  being  nominated  deputy 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Division. 
Norma  Kehrberg,  a  community  health 
worker  with  11  years  missionary 
experience  in  Nepal,  is  being  nominated 
associate  general  secretary  of  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

The  board  members  at  their  annual 
meeting  in  New  York  Oct.  17  will  vote  on 
the  two  nominees.  If  elected,  they  will 
assume  their  new  responsibilities  in 
January 

The  World  Division  administers  the 
denomination's  mission  program  outside 
the  United  States  and  has  an  annual 
budget  of  $16.8  million  and  530  mission¬ 
aries  in  the  field. 

UMCOR  is  the  church's  channel  for 
relief  and  refugee  work  and  for  attacking 
the  root  causes  of  hunger  in  62  countries. 

Ms.  Billings.  55.  has  served  since  1964 
in  the  Women's  Division,  first  as 
secretary  for  racial  justice  and  then  as 
assistant  general  secretary  for  Christian 
social  relations. 


directors  complain  about  including 
worship,  Bible  study  and  theological 
reflections  “as  a  waste  of  time”  during 
board  meetings.  But  he  is  adamant  on 
this  point:  “We  are  not  just  another 
corporation;  our  business  is  integrally 
related  to  that  book  —  the  Bible.  We  need 
to  ground  everything  we  do  in  it.” 

Dr.  Nugent  returned  several 
times  to  his  theology  of  missions 
during  several  hours  of  interviews. 

“The  experience  of  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  is  what  I  am  most  concerned 
about.  Many  people  equate  the  church 
with  a  particular  political  ideology  .  .  . 
And  we  say  no,  no,  no.  God  calls  us  to  be 
in  ministry  and  in  mission  everywhere 
around  the  worltf  ...  I  think  that  the 
sharing  of  life  is  what  mission  is  about 
...  It  is  making  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  available  to  all  people  ...  all 
people.” 

“Many  of  those  unreached  people  —  at 
least  one  billion  of  the  two  billion 
unreached  —  are  in  nations  where 
Americans  have  no  access.  We  must 
make  available  to  them  Christians  who 
do  have  access. 

How  can  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  move  to  do  that? 

“Americans  are  not  particularly 
welcome  in  a  number  of  socialist  or 
Marxist  nations  such  as  Vietnam, 
Mozambique,  or  Cambodia.  But  we  can 
be  in  touch  with  Christians  in  other 
nations,  such  as  Angola  and  Cuba,  who 
have  some  possibility  of  being  permitted 
in  those  areas  as  teachers  or  agricultural 
workers  or  development  workers.  But 
they  will  go  as  Christians. 

“We  are  a  global  church;  we  have  the 
apparatus  to  provide  missionaries,  some 
from  this  country,  some  from  other 
countries.  Look,  we  have  congregations 
in  Europe,  Africa  and  Asia  who  also  want 
to  send  missionaries.  I  believe  with  that 
large  complement  of  persons  we  should 
have  no  trouble  supplying  the  need. 
Sometimes  we  can  supply  the  financial 
resources  and  leadership  training  for 
others  to  go. 

“Another  avenue  is  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  There  are  places  where 
UMCOR  is  working  where  we  don’t  have 
a  church,  but  while  delivering  relief,  we 
can  also  provide  spiritual  resources 
needed  to  create  a  congregation. 

“Niger  is  an  example.  UMCOR  went 
there  as  a  relief  and  development 
operation.  Having  gone  there  we  saw  an 
opportunity  for  the  development  of 
congregations.  So,  in  my  judgment, 
UMCOR  is  an  important  evangelistic 
arm  for  United  Methodism. 

“There  is  no  nation  in  which  the  Word 
should  not  be  proclaimed,  no  piece  of 
geography  which  is  sacrosanct.  We  are 
called  to  make  God’s  power  and  presence 
known  everywhere.  Now  right  away  that 
means  we  are  called  to  mission  in  places 
which  are  not  democratic  or  capitalist. 


believe,  create  the  excitement  we  need  to 
have  among  United  Methodists.  We’ve 
said  for  too  long  the  board  doesn’t  have 
the  funds;  that’s  a  cop-out.” 

How  will  Christians  be  found  and 
trained  for  these  ministries? 

“The  new  Mission  Personnel  Resource 
Unit  has  the  greatly  expanded 
responsibility  of  continuous  recruitment 
and  training  of  persons  for  mission 
assignments  and  volunteer,  short-term 
projects. 

“A  new  concept  of  missionary  service 
is  also  being  introduced  this  fall  during 
our  board  meeting,”  Dr.  Nugent  said, 
which  will  develop  a  global  sense  of 
mission. 

Instead  of  having  one  group  of  World 
Division  missionaries  and  another  group 
of  National  Division  workers,  the  new 
proposal  would  divide  a  missionary’s 
assignment  between  an  overseas  and  a 
national  location.  For  example,  a 
missionary  with  an  evangelism 
assignment  might  spend  half  the  term 
overseas  and  the  other  half  in  a  similar 
evangelistic  situation  in  the  U.S. 

Would  a  missionary  sign  up  for  a 
short-term  assignment  or  do  you  see 
the  board  shifting  back  toward  more 
long-term  workers? 

“Yes,  deep  down  inside  I  have  the 
feeling  we  need  some  people  whose  life 
commitment  is  to  do  mission  as 
missionaries  —  full-time,  no  matter 
where  they  are  assigned.  That  kind  of 
commitment  changes  the  quality  of  what 
will  happen.  If  you  want  to  work  as  a 
missionary  in  another  country,  you  have 
to  learn  the  language.  With  only  a  five- 
year  contract  —  similar  to  those  we  now 
have  with  most  missionaries  —  how  can 
we  expect  language  proficiency  or  even 
adequate  preparation? 

Yes,  what  about  the  preparation? 
What  are  absolutely  essential 
components  of  missionary  training? 

“First,  I  think  we  ought  to  work  with 
them  in  Bible  study.  You  cannot  assume 
that,  from  wherever  they  have  come, 
they  are  prepared  to  understand  how  one 
carries  the  Bible  into  a  particular 
mission  situation. 

“Secondly,  we  have  to  have 
preparation  in  communication  —  to  the 
people  we  work  with  and  to  our  own  UM 
congregations  about  what  is  happening. 

“Third,  there  has  to  be  preparation  for 
entering  a  new  and  different  culture. 
Many  cultures  are  in  transformation,  not 
only  in  leadership,  but  in  economics, 
politics  and  social  structures.” 

Where  and  how  would  you  train 
these  missionaries? 

“Our  board  will  receive  a  report  on 
mission  training  this  month  prepared  by 
the  Office  of  Mission  Personnel,  on  this 
very  question. 

“In  short,  we  don’t  now  have  a  mission 
preparation  operation.  We’ve  done 


“Frankly,  I  don’t  think  there  is  a  time  when  you 
have  enough  missionaries.  How  could  one  have 
enough?  There  is  always  more  work  to  be  done.” 


Where  is  such  a  place  in  the  world 
right  now? 

“Angola.  It  has  a  government  that 
clearly  calls  itself  Marxist.  But  Angola 
also  has  one  of  the  fastest-growing  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  with  their  own 
bishop.” 

Where  are  other  places  mission 
outreach  should  be  happening? 

“There  are  many  pockets  of  people  in 
our  own  nation  —  sectors  of  society  — 
which  are  not  reached  by  the  Christian 
Gospel.  Groups  such  as  oilfield  workers, 
truck  drivers,  bingo-players.  We  have 
massive  infusions  of  refugees  in  our 
nation.  I  believe  we  could  decide  to 
inundate  such  sectors.  The  Alaska 
Pipeline  Ministry,  which  was  focused  on 
outreach  to  the  pipeline  workers,  is  an 
example  of  how  this  has  worked. 


Louisiana  bishop 
succumbs  to  stroke 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.  —  Bishop  J 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  66,  the  United 
Methodist  episcopal  leader  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  died  on  Monday  evening  of  this 
week  after  suffering  a  massive  cere¬ 
bral  hemorrhage  last  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning,  September  29,  at  his  home. 

Memorial  services  for  Bishop 
Shamblin  were  scheduled  for  Wednes¬ 
day  of  this  week  at  First  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  and  on  Friday  at  St.  Luke's 
UMC  in  Houston. 

Born  in  Ozark,  Arkansas,  Bishop 
Shamblin  served  student  pastorates 
while  attending  the  University  of 
Arkansas  and  then  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  After  graduating  from 
seminary,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  serving  appointments  there 
until  1961  when  he  was  appointed  to  St. 
Luke's  UMC  in  Houston.  Between  1961 
and  1976  he  developed  both  a  radio 
and  television  ministry.  During  this 
time  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to 
General  Conference  three  times  by 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  of  1975  elected  Dr. 
Shamblin  to  the  episcopacy  and  he 
was  assigned  to  the  Louisiana  Area. 
His  retirement  from  the  active  epis¬ 
copacy  was  to  have  come  next  August. 


“We  could  finance  these,  we  could  find 
the  people  to  do  these  ministries,  and  I 
orientation,  but  no  training.  How  can  we 
send  people,  as  Christians  and  as  United 
Methodists,  if  we  haven’t  prepared  them 
adequately  for  that  task? 

“We  need  a  place  for  the  missionary  in 
preparation,  so  we  could  have  at  any  one 
time  significant  numbers  of  persons  who 
are  either  in  preparation  or  back 
communicating  to  local  churches. 

“Now  that  is  going  to  take  money.  But 
why  not?  We’re  talking  about  the  Word  of 
God.  How  much  is  too  much  for  God’s 
Word?  Why  not  challenge  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  enable  us  to  have  this  mission 
training  program?  And,  by  the  way,  some 
of  the  training  would  be  done  in  Third 
World  countries. 

Are  we  still  using  the  mission 
orientation  center  at  Stony  Point, 
New  York? 

“Not  in  any  significant  Way.  That 
disengagement  resulted  from  emphasis 
on  short-term  workers  who  came  with 
professional  training  as  teachers, 
doctors,  etc.  It  was  part  of  the  shortage 
of  funds  as  well,  but  mostly  it  was  part  of 
the  over-all  philosophy  which  de- 
emphasized  lifetime  commitment  to 
mission  service. 

What  should  be  the  role  of  local 
churches  beyond  financial  support? 

“We  should  never  discourage  local 
churches’  interest  in  sending 
missionaries.  But  along  with  that,  we 
should  encourage  their  interest  in 
receiving  missionaries,  that  is,  hearing 
what  Christians  from  other  areas  of  the 
world  have  to  share  with  us.  People 
overseas  should  have  something  to  say 
about  our  life  in  this  country  and  vice 
versa.  We  should  also  encourage  local 
churches  to  see  opportunities  for  witness 
and  for  service  in  their  own 
communities. 

How  can  this  board  help  local 
churches? 

“We  are  sharing  data,  ideas,  ‘think 
pieces'  about  mission,  models  to  try  out 
We  want  data  back  from  local  churches 
to  help  us  determine  what  works  and 
what  doesn’t  in  certain  situations.  We 
want  as  a  board  to  share  in  mission  with 
local  churches  and  annual  conferences. 


MONROVIA,  Liberia  —  The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  serves  the  com¬ 
munion  bread  to  young  Liberian  Methodists  during  the  celebration  of  their 
church’s  centennial  this  summer. 

MALIK  REAVES  PHOTO 

conflict  between  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  its  most 
persistent  critic  group,  the  "Good 
News”  movement. 

“What  pains  me  about  the  tension  with 
Good  News  is  that  they  are  not  wrong, 
and  we  of  the  board  have  not  been  all 

“We’re  talking  about 
the  Word  of  God.  How 
much  is  too  much  for 
God’s  Word?" 

wrong.  They  are  good  people;  they  love 
the  church.  We  need  to  work  together. 
They  have  a  tremendous  evangelistic 
drive  to  extend  the  church.  Just  look  at 
the  local  churches  of  those  persons  in  the 
“Good  News”  movement.  They  embody 
both  the  evangelism  and  social  concern 
dimensions  of  the  Gospel. 

“We  have  to  learn  to  work  together.  I 
don’t  even  know  how  the  thing  got 
polarized!  I  just  say  to  people,  ‘In  the 
name  of  God,  let’s  come  to  our  senses 
here.’  ” 

In  the  recent  restructure  of  your 
board,  the  office  of  general 
secretary  was  given  more  authority 
to  become  the  initiator  of  some 
creative  interplay  among  the 
board’s  divisions  and  groups.  How  is 
this  developing? 

“The  new  structure  makes  this  new 
authority  quite  visible  and  calls  for  a 
comprehensive  mission  plan.  The 
general  secretary  has  the  authority  to 
summon  all  parts  of  the  board  so  we  can 
put  a  unified  program  forward  rather 
than  one  in  which  you  have  five  divisions 
going  in  ways  which  are  not  supportive  of 
one  another.  We’re  not  there  yet,  but 
we’re  on  the  right  path.” 


The  board’s  relationships  with 
annual  conferences  have  received  a 
lot  of  complaints.  What  do  you 
intend  to  do  about  strengthening 
those  links? 

“We  need  to  project  more  clearly  our 
understanding  of  mission  to  the  church 
and  then  get  with  the  churches.  A  real 
problem  has  been  a  lack  of  creativity  in 
our  conference  relationships. 

“In  the  past  either  the  board  or  the 
conference  wanted  to  call  the  shots. 
We  are  now  doing  comprehensive 
examinations  together  to  determine  the 
church’s  mission  in  that  particular  piece 
of  geography.  Where  do  we  need  to 
move?  It  is  my  hope  similar  joint 
examinations  can  create  a  shared  sense 
of  mission  in  every  conference.” 

Dr.  Nugent  said  such  a  shared 
evaluation  occurred  between  the  board 
and  Liberia  Methodism  this  summer  as 
the  church  there  celebrated  its 
centennial.  “Their  whole  focus  as  a 
church  was  on  local  congregation 
development  —  strengthening  and 
solidifying  what  is.  What  emerged  was  a 
vision  that  the  church  also  has  to  move 
on  to  other  unreached  areas  of  society. 

“It  is  very  important,  at  the  same 
time,  to  develop  churches  overseas. 
China  is  an  illustration  of  where  the 
missionaries  had  to  come  home.  But  they 
had  done  such  an  excellent  job  that  the 
Chinese  people  kept  the  church  alive.  So 
it  pays  off  mightily  to  develop  local 
people  and  their  churches. 

“At  one  time  the  board  was  spending  $8 
million  for  missionary  salaries  and 
benefits  and  travel  and  expenses  and 
only  $1  million  for  programs  to  develop 
the  local  church,  train  its  leaders,  etc. 
We  need  $8  million  for  each,  to  develop 
both  streams  fully.” 

This  seemed  a  good  time  to  insert 
a  question  about  the  years-long 
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IFIED 

FREE  -  A  STEWARDSHIP  PROGRAM  that  uses  the 
gospel  instead  of  church  needs  as  motivation  for 
giving  Send  for  "A  Seven  Step  Plan  of  Grace 
Giving  "  Jim  Martin,  Rt.  1,  Random  Lake.  WIS. 
53075 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOURS  Two 
16-day  tours  departing  Denver.  CO.,  or  NYC.  Rev. 
James  Barnes.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 
Denver.  Tour  Host  June  14-29  Passion  Play  & 
Holy  Land.  Mt.  Nebo.  Amman.  Galilee.  Jerusalem  & 
Masada.  July  17-Aug.  1  Passion  Play  &  Danube 
Capitals,  Salzburg.  Prague,  Budapest  &  Vienna.  For 
brochure  write  1820  Broadway.  Denver  CO  80202  or 
call  1-303-839-1493 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  JUNE  1.  1984:  Director  of 
Administration/Treasurer.  Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  United  Methodist  Church.  Lay  or  clergy 
person  with  financial  and  management  skills  may 
address  inquiry  to  Search  Committee,  Box  28098,  San 
Antonio.  Texas  78284  before  December  1st. 

SUBSCRIBE  TO  GOOD  NEWS,  the  evangelical 
magazine  for  United  Methodists.  Inspiring  features 
Moving  editorial.  Scripturally  sound.  Send  $7  for  one- 
vear  i  six  issues  i  to  Good  News.  Wilmore.  KY  40390 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  at  2700 
member  church,  extensive  facilities,  program 
variety  Responsible  for  all  educational  ministries 
Adults  and  children  emphasis.  Creativity  and 
enabling  skills  vital  Dept  T.  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 

COLOR  SEASON  in  the  Smokies.  Incomparable 
view  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week. 
$40u  four  weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138. 
Waynes ville.  NC  2K786  1 704 1  627-6067 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the.  United 
Methodist  Insigne  The  standard  6  tool  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze 
Custom  sizes  available  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurelhane  paint  on  1/8  inch  aluminum  Mounting 
brackets  included  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne.  P  O  Box  157.  Amberg.  WIS  54102 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
PROGRAMMING,  volunteer  ministry  development, 
training,  resourcing.  1.400  member  congregation, 
multiple  staff,  growing  community  adjacent  to 
Orlando,  salary  negotiable,  outstanding  opportunity 
for  trained,  experienced  person  who  enjoys  working 
with  people  Send  resume,  references  to  Robert  Fox. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  669. 
Kissimmee.  FL  32742-0669 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  A  portfolio  of 
graphs  and  instructions  for  embroidery  and  other 
projects  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend. 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  live  cross- 
stitch  projects.  $7.00  iMinn  residents  add  6%  tax'. 
Nancy  Designs.  11036-R  Trail  West.  Bloomington. 
MN  55437 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN  S  MIN¬ 
ISTRIES.  opportunity  to  expand  good  youth 
program,  develop  additional  children's  ministries 
for  person  who  loves  to  work  with  youth/children, 
salary  negotiable  Send  resume,  references  to 
Robert  Fox.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P  C) 
Box  669.  Kissimmee.  FL  32742  0669 

PREGNANT?  Licensed  Methodist  Church  Agency 
has  couples  prepared  to  adopt  your  child  Medical 
and  legal  fees  paid  Nationwide  1-800-255-9012  Texas 
1-800-292-5103 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
wanted  by  a  1300  member  United  Methodist  Church 
Salary  and  housing  negotiable  Contact  Rev.  Frank 
New.  212  S  Independence.  Monticello.  IL  61856 • 217  ■ 
762-2579 

RAISE  S50.00-S5000IW  Methodist  Women.  Youth. 
SS.  etc  Collector's  limited  edition  ol  renowned 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest? 
Write  UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Dr  . 
NY.  NY  10115. 

Veronica's  Handkerchief,  it  you  watch  the  eyes 
closely,  they  will  suddenly  open  No  invest meiu until 
sold  Send  SI  00  or  5  stamps  (or  full  inlonnRtion 
sample  $9  95.  Wonderful  Christmas  gill  Write  'Our 
Lord."  P.O  Box  5174.  Tucson.  Art/.  85703. 

TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen  Transco  Tower 
Suite  1830.  P.O  Box  1396.  Houston.  Texas  77251 
Telephone « 713 »  439-4072 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  KDCCATIoN  AND 
YOUTH  in  rapidly  growing  church  *mmi  members 
Salary  negotiable  excollenl  opportunity  Send 
resume  to  Hev  David  B  Wilson.  1700  Napa  Valley 
Drive.  Lillie  Rock.  AR  72212 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collections,  accumulations 

cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  relercnees  Box  1181 
Corpus  Christ  i.  TX  78403 

PECANS  l  «»R  FUND  RAISING  CALL  lull  free.  1 

1 800 1  841-4350.  Orchard  Pecan  Company  I'll  Rx  727. 
Albany  Georgia  31702.  Ask  lor  Rodney 
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I  Have  Fought  The  Good  Fight, 
I  Have  Finished  The  Race, 

I  Have  Kept  The  Faith 

—  II  Timothy  4: 7 


John  Kenneth  Shamblin  1917  -  1983 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  presiding 
Bishop  of  the  600  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Louisiana,  died  on  Monday, 
October  3,  1983,  at  Baton  Rouge  General 
Hospital  after  a  short  illness. 

Bishop  Shamblin  was  a  native  of 
Ozark,  Arkansas.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Arkansas  and  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University.  He  also  studied  at 
Oxford  University  in  England  and 
fcmory  University.  Last  month  he 
celebrated  50  years  of  service  as  a 
minister  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Prior  to  his  election  to  the  Episcopacy  at 
(he  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  in  1976,  Bishop  Shamblin  had 
served  as  Senior  Minister  of  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston, 
Texas,  for  16  years;  at  Pulaski  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  for  13  years;  and  at  other 
churches  in  Arkansas. 

Since  coming  to  Louisiana  in  1976,  he 
has  led  the  150,000  United  Methodists  in  a 
number  of  major  accomplishments, 
beginning  with  a  financial  campaign  for 
Centenary  College.  Last  year  he  saw  the 
completion  of  the  Louisiana  Area 
Headquarters  Building  in  downtown 
Baton  Rouge,  and  he  had  just  completed 
a  $4  million  Pension  Crusade  for  the 
retired  ministers  of  Louisiana.  During 
the  seven  years  of  his  Episcopal 
leadership,  Bishop  Shamblin  stressed  the 
importance  of  church  growth.  The 
Louisiana  Conference,  in  this  period  of 
time,  has  established  new  churches  and 
has  seen  the  membership  of  the 
Conference  grow  each  year.  The  new 
Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans  is  now  under 
construction  and  will  be  completed  early 
next  year. 


Bishop  Shamblin  had  been  serving  as 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  a  state-wide  ecumenical 
organization  composed  of  approximately 
20  denominations  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  institutions  of  Louisiana,  as  well  as 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas, 
Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso, 
Texas  and  Mount  Sequoyah  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Assembly  in  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
Wednesday,  October  5,  at 2:00  p.m.  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge.  They  were  conducted  by  the 
Bishops  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
and  Host  Pastor  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn. 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  delivered  the 
message.  Services  were  held  at  the  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston,  Texas,  on  Friday,  October  7,  at 
2:00  p.m.,  also  conducted  by  the  Bishops 
of  the  Jurisdiction  and  Host  Pastor  Dr. 
Walter  Underwood.  Bishop  Paul 
Galloway  preached  the  memorial 
message.  Interment  was  in  Houston. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Virginia 
Late  Shamblin,  Baton  Rouge;  one  son, 
the  Reverend  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Jr., 
and  his  wife  Pamela,  of  Garland,  Texas; 
two  granddaughters,  Kara  Lyn  and 
Cynthia  Marr  Shamblin  of  Garland, 
Texas;  and  one  brother,  Bernard  A. 
Shamblin,  of  Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  He 
was  preceded  in  death  by  a  daughter, 
Lynda. 

The  family  requests  that  any  memorial 
gifts  be  sent  to  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  or  the  St.  Luke’s 
Church  Foundation,  Houston,  Texas, 
through  any  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  Means:  God’s  Son 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TR1CKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Romans  3:21-26;  Romans  5:6-11; 
Colossians  1 : 13-14 

Lesson  for  October  16,  1983 

The  problem  is  sin.  The  motive  God 
has  in  saving  us  from  sin  is  love.  And, 
today,  we  consider  His  means  of 
salvation  —  His  Son. 

In  the  scripture  lessons  for  today,  we 
find  where  Paul  writes  about  what  God 
has  done  for  man  in  Christ  Jesus.  Some 
of  the  terms  Paul  uses  are  not  ordinary 
ones  so,  perhaps,  a  brief  look  at  four  of 
them  will  help  us  understand  Paul’s 
thoughts. 

Paul  uses  the  term  “righteousness  of 
God”  to  indicate  both  the  essential 
nature  of  God  and  the  quality  of  life  He 
makes  possible  for  us.  This  has  nothing 
to  do  with  obedience  to  laws  but  much  to 
do  with  relationship  we  can  experience 
through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  (“faith 
being  believing  to  the  point  of  complete 
obedience  to  His  will.”) 

“Justified  by  his  grace’’  is  a  legal 
term,  having  to  do  with  being  made  clean 
and  pure.  This  slate  is  wiped  clean  when 
we  are  justified;  there  is  no  record  of 
past  misdoings  or  sins.  We  are  in  right¬ 
standing  with  God,  a  position  which  we 
could  never  have  achieved  on  our  own 
goodness  or  power  but  which  is  a  gift  of 
God’s  grace  received  through  faith  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

“Redemption  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus” 
refers  to  our  being  freed  from  slavery  or 
bondage,  in  this  case,  to  sin.  Christ  made 
such  redemption  possible  in  and  through 
his  sacrificial  death  and  resurrection. 
We  receive  our  freedom  when  we  have 
faith  in  Christ. 

“Expiation  by  his  blood”  means  that 
we  are  cleansed  and  purified  by  Christ’s 
sacrifice.  An  expiation  is  a  cleansing  act 
but  usually  an  animal  is  offered  at  the 
altar.  We  are  cleansed,  changed 
completely,  given  new  life  by  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ  Jesus. 

Keeping  these  explanations  of  Paul's 
special  terms  in  mind,  let’s  look  briefly 


A  Word  From  The  Shamblin  Family 

Dear  Friends, 

No  words  can  adequately  express  our  deep  appreciation  for  the  love  and 
support  given  to  us  by  the  United  Methodists  of  Louisiana.  Your  individual 
prayers,  the  many  phone  calls,  and  the  numerous  cards  gave  us  the  abiding 
security  that  many  were  with  us  through  our  dark  journey.  Those  persons  who 
were  able  to  come  to  the  hospital  and  the  funeral  enabled  us  to  stand  strong 
in  the  face  of  a  most  difficult  experience.  Without  you,  we  could  not  have  come 
as  far  as  we  have.  Much  healing  still  remains  to  be  accomplished,  but  because 
you  have  so  loved  us,  we  are  making  the  necessary  beginning 

With  grateful  hearts, 
Virginia  Shamblin 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  Jr. 


Bishop  Shamblin  is  shown  above  presiding  over  the  last  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  the  Conference  Preacher  is  on  the  right. 

‘He  Picked  Up  Broken 
Pieces,’  Says  Handy 


AW h  T"r 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin  admire  the  new  mantle  clock  presented  to  her  by  the 
Cabinet  and  their  wives  at  the  reception  held  in  their  honor  September  15. 

Bishop  Shamblin  Honored 
in  50  Years  of  Ministry 


at  the  individual  scriptures. 

Romans  3  states  clearly  that  man  had 
sinned  but  can  do  nothing  to  redeem 
himself,  because  of  his  sin.  Christ,  the 
sinless  one,  does  for  us  what  we  cannot 
do  for  ourselves.  In  Christ  we  are 
justified. 

Romans  5,  Paul  extends  his  statement 
on  justification  to  include  reconciliation 
and  redemption.  God  loves  us  so,  in  and 
through  Jesus,  He  not  only  cleans  the 
slate  but  re-establishes  the  Father/son 
relationship  (reconciling  us)  and 
promises  us  salvation.  Paul  writes  that 
we  are  justified  and  reconciled  by  Jesus’ 
death  but  we  are  saved  by  His  eternal 
life,  resurrected  and  always  contem¬ 
porary. 

The  Colossians  passage  contains  es¬ 
sentially  the  same  message,  except  that 
it  gives  the  feeling  of  our  being  picked  up, 
lifted  out  of  the  “dominion  of  darkness” 
and  transported  to  the  Kingdom  —  all 
because  of  His  act  of  love  in  Christ. 

As  Christians,  we  all  must  admit  that 
we  have  sinned  and  are  far  from  per¬ 
fect,  that  we  are  in  desperate  need  of 
forgiveness  and  redemption,  and  that  we 
are  powerless  in  ourselves  to  effect  this 
redemption.  So  we  turn  to  the  God  who 
created  us  and  loves  us  and  receive  His 
gifts  of  justification,  redemption  and 
salvation  not  through  our  good  works 
but  through  our  obedient  faith  and  His 
Son  and  our  Savior,  Crhist  Jesus. 

Essentially,  that’s  our  lesson  for  today. 
We  know  this.  At  least  we  say  we  do. 
We  truly  believe  that  God  forgives  sins 
but  do  not  accept  our  part  of  the  action. 
The  Empress  Catherine,  upon  ascending 
the  throne  of  all  the  Russias,  said,  “I 
shall  be  an  autocrat;  that’s  my  trade  — 
and  the  good  Lord  will  forgive  me; 
that’s  his.”  I’m  afraid  that  we  take  God’s 
forgiveness  for  granted,  never  taking 
seriously  our  part  of  the  process  which 
is  to  believe  in  Him  to  the  point  of  com¬ 
plete  obedience.  The  gift  of  salvation  is 
freely  offered,  but  we  receive  it  only  in 
the  faith  which  obeys. 

The  means  is  God’s  Son,  but  the  gift  is 
ours  only  when  we  accept  it  in  obedient 
faith. 


“Kenneth  Shamblin  was  a  man  of  God 
who  confessed  his  faith  in  compassion 
and  would  pick  up  the  broken  pieces  and 
try  to  bring  healing  through  love.”  said 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  the  preacher  for 
the  Memorial  Service  celebrating  the  life 
of  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

He  used  as  his  text  I  Timothy  6:11-12 
(RSV):  “But  as  for  you,  man  of  God, 
shun  all  this;  aim  at  righteousness, 
godliness,  faith,  love,  steadfastness, 
gentleness.  Fight  the  good  fight  of  the 
faith;  take  hold  of  eternal  life  to  which 
you  were  called  when  you  made  the  good 
confession  in  the  ^presence  of  many 
witnesses.” 

Bishop  Handy  further  said,  “Bishop 
Shamblin  was  a  man  of  God  who 
preached  the  Word.  .  .  and  confessed  his 
faith  knowingly  and  had  a  vision  ...  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  status  quo.  He 
believed  we  need  to  do  that  which  is  right 


and  stand  behind  it!” 

“For  us  as  Christians,  death  is  a  part  of 
life.  All  theology  ends  in  mystery.  .  .  but 
our  help  and  strength  and  guidance  is  all 
here  in  The  Book,”  said  the  St.  Louis 
Bishop.  In  closing,  he  said  that  Bishop 
Shamblin  has  been  called  to  the  Church 
Triumphant,  and  became  a  part  of  the 
“great  cloud  of  witnesses.  ” 

Participating  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
Memorial  Service  with  Bishop  Handy 
were  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Senior 
Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Baton  Rouge,  and  United  Methodist 
Bishops  John  Wesley  Hardt,  President  of 
the  SCJ  College  of  Bishops,  Kenneth  W. 
Hicks,  Finis  A.  Cruchfield,  Paul  W. 
Milhouse,  Ben  Oliphint  and  John  W. 
Russell.  Bishop  Stanley  Joseph  Ott,  of 
the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge, 
also  participated,  representing  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  of 
which  Bishop  Shamblin  was  the 
President. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin’s 
distinguished  ministerial  career  began 
September  21,  1933.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  and  appointed  to  the  Winslow, 
Arkansas  Methodist  Church  while  still  a 
junior  in  high  school. 

The  Conference  Cabinet  surprised 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Shamblin  with  a  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  Celebration  Dinner  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  September  15.  Included  in  the 
festivities  was  a  forty-seven  verse  poem 
written  by  Dr.  Ed  Thomas  and  read  by 
Rev.  Bill  Blakely.  The  poem  had  woven 
through  it  many  of  the  highlights  of  these 
fifty  years.  Much  of  the  content  was 
humorous  and  some  quite  serious,  as 


Editorial 


He  Was  A  Shepherd 


Kenneth  Shamblin’s  distinguished 
record  at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Houston,  was  well  known 
throughout  United  Methodism  and  highly 
respected  by  the  Jurisdiction  that  elected 
him  to  the  high  office  of  Bishop  in  1976  at 
Lincoln,  Nebraska.  A  quadrennium 
before,  he  was  close  to  election,  but  was 
enabled  to  share  four  more  great  years 
with  the  congregation  he  loved  so  dearly, 
and  who  loved  him  and  Mrs.  Shamblin 
equally  as  well. 

Although  I  had  only  been  in  the 
Jurisdiction  for  six-and-a-half  months,  as 
the  Director  of  Communications  in  the 
Nebraska  Conference,  I  expected  (with 
everyone  else)  to  see  Kenneth  Shamblin 
elected  first  at  the  Lincoln  meeting  — 
and  so  he  was!  At  that  time  I  asked  some 
of  my  friends  from  Texas,  Missouri  and 
Nebraska  what  his  strong  points  were 
My  answers  were  pretty  consistent, 
“He’s  an  excellent  preacher  and  a  great 
pastor!” 

In  the  short  time  I  have  served  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  I  have  again 
found  this  to  be  true.  Many  of  our  bishops 
are  still  good  pastors,  and  certainly 
Bishop  Shamblin  was  right  at  the  top  of 
the  list.  He  knew  the  problems  and  joys, 
strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the 
Conference  and  its  ministers.  I  have 
learned  from  many  of  you  that 
parsonage  families  were  dear  to  his 
heart.  The  joys  and  hurts  of  these  homes 
were  those  of  himself  and  Mrs. 
Shamblin. 

Let  me  share  a  personal  experience 
that  occurred  only  last  week.  I  asked 
Bishop  Shamblin  if  he  could  see  me  for  a 
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were  the  following  two  verses  near  the 
close : 

“On  July  15  in  Nebraska, 

Just  seven  short  years  ago, 

This  preacher  was  consecrated  a  Bishop, 
As  all  of  us  surely  know. 

He  was  assigned  to  Louisiana. 

This  made  the  trinity  complete! 

An  Ark-La-Tex  Circuit  Rider! 

I  think  that’s  kind  of  neat.” 

Additional  humor,  as  well  as  words  of 
appreciation,  were  given  by  Drs.  Ken 
Reed  <md  Douglas  McGuire.  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway  presented  the  Bishop  with  an 
appropriate  plaque,  and  Mrs.  Shamblin 
with  a  Seiko  electric  mantel  clock. 


few  minutes  in  the  afternoon.  I  had  some 
important  things  pertaining  to  the 
satellite,  the  “Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist  Magazine”  and  the  Lectionary  series 
to  discuss  with  him.  He  knew  what  I  was 
coming  for,  but  was  far  more  interested 
in  how  we  were  getting  along  after  our 
recent  flooding  and  whether  Juanita  was 
going  to  be  able  to  visit  our  grand¬ 
children  in  Plattsmouth,  Nebraska.  He 
had  contended  all  along  that  he  didn’t 
know  how  he  beat  out  these  same  grand¬ 
children  —  whom  he  thought  would  keep 
us  in  Nebraska. 

Bishop  Shamblin  dared  to  dream 
dreams  and  plan  for  future  ministries  in 
the  Conference.  The  very  Conference 
Office  building  —  which  I  hope  will  be 
named  at  its  dedication  “The  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  United  Methodist  Area 
Office,”  or  something  similar  —  is  a 
temtimony  to  this.  Also,  he  led  the  leap  of 
faith  into  the  satellite  ministry  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  set  the  pattern 
for  all  of  United  Methodism  to  follow. 

But  why?  What  was  his  objective  in 
promoting  these  along  with  the  Pension 
Crusade,  Church  Extension  and  a 
number  of  other  sound  Conference 
programs  during  his  seven  years  as 
Louisiana’s  bishop?  I  think  the  answer  is 
that  the  local  church  might  grow  and 
develop  into  the  true  cutting  edge  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  that  it  is  intended  to  be. 

These  were  the  green  pastures  of  a 
good  shepherd  who  loved  his  sheep  and 
served  them  well  —  and  who  has  gone  to 
join  The  Good  Shepherd  in  the  pastures 
of  eternity. 

—  E.  F. 


A  Statement  To  The  United 
Methodists  of  Louisiana 

We  all  have  been  saddened  and  shocked  by  the  death  of  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin. 

He  was  an  outstanding  episcopal  leader  in  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  a  caring  pastor  to  the  lay  and  clergy  people  of  the 
Louisiana  area.  The  inspiration  of  his  preaching,  the  effective  and  careful  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  episcopal  office,  and  the  love  which  Bishop  Shamblin  gave 
shall  long  influence  those  who  have  known  and  served  with  him. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  carry  on  the  work  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  which  Bishop  Shamblin  gave  so  much  careful  guidance. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  Church  is  given  the  responsibility  by  the 
Discipline  to  provide  new  episcopal  leadership  to  the  Conference.  The  Council 
will  meet  the  week  of  November  14  and  during  the  meeting  will  appoint  a  Bishop 
to  serve  the  Louisiana  Conference  until  September  of  1984.  This  Bishop  may  be 
a  retired  Bishop  who  will  be  assigned  to  active  services  out  of  retirement  or 
may  be  one  of  the  active  Bishops  who  could  have  Louisiana  added  to  the  area  he 
or  she  now  serves.  After  September  1984,  the  Louisiana  area  will  have  a  Bishop 
who  will  be  assigned  by  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  that  will  meet  in  July 
1984. 

During  the  weeks  between  now  and  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  Bishops  in 
November  the  president  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops 
(Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt,  resident  Bishop  of  the  Oklahoma  area,  2420  North 
Blackwelder,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73106)  will  serve  the  episcopal  needs  of  the 
Louisiana  area. 

This  information  is  being  released  through  this  statement  so  all  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  will  be  informed  about  the  arrangements  and  the  process 
being  used  to  provide  episcopal  oversight  to  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Chairman 
Committee  on  Episcopacy 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt,  President 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
College  of  Bishops 


P.  O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 


Persons ,  Churches  Sl  Events 

The  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  of  Clinton  celebrated  their  ninety-first 
anniversary  on  Sunday,  October  9,  1983  at  the  11:00  worship  service.  Guest 
speaker  for  the  event  was  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  Sr.,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans.  James  A.  Smith  is  pastor  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  O.  Dean  Martin,  senior  minister  at  Trinity  Umted  Methodist  Church, 
Gainesville,  Florida,  will  be  the  featured  speaker  November  13-16  at  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles.  Dr.  Martin  will  speak  at  both  Sunday 
services,  then  Monday  through  Wednesday  nights  at  7:00  p.m.  There  will  be 
breakfast  get-together  time  beginning  at  6:30  a.m.  Monday  through 
Wednesday,  at  which  Dr.  Martin  will  talk  on  the  subject  “A  Practical  Walk 
With  the  Holy  Spirit.”  In  addition,  there  will  be  “After-Glow  Talk-Back” 
sessions  after  each  night  service.  Woodrow  W.  Smith  is  pastor  at  University 
United  Methodist,  Lake  Charles. 

*  *  * 

Ministers  in  ministry  with  singles,  lay  workers  with  singles,  and  officers  of 
singles  groups  are  invited  to  participate  in  two  special  workshops  as  part  of  the 
singles  conference,  “One  Is  A  Whole  Number,”  at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 
October  28-30.  The  first  of  these  workshops  will  be  a  time  of  sharing  among  such 
leaders  as  Rev.  Russ  Clark,  Singles  Minister  at  the  Hyde  Park  Community 
UMC,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  and  Rev.  Charles  Langford.  Singles  Minister  at  Asbury. 
The  first  workshop  will  begin  at  2:00  p.m.,  October  29. 

The  second  workshop  will  be  a  time  with  Rev.  L.  Patterson  Culligan,  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Coordinator  for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  who  has 
responsibility  for  singles  ministry  at  the  Conference  level.  It  will  be  an 
opportunity  for  local  church  leaders  to  discuss  with  Pat  how  they  might  best 
assist  each  other  in  being  more  effective  in  singles  ministry  and  determine 
some  ways  we  can  begin  to  work  together.  This  workshop  begins  at  3:25  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  October  29. 

*  *  * 

“Finding  Yourself  In  The  Parables  Of  Jesus”  is  the  theme  given  for  the 
Wesley  Foundation  Retreat,  to  be  held  October  28-30  at  Camp  Winnetka.  Leader 
of  the  event  will  be  Rev.  Duane  Wilterdink,  Campus  Minister  at  Dakota 
Wesleyan  College. 
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Editorial  •wvu 

Pejorative  labels  shouldn’t  mute 
church  opposition  to  alcohol 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Is  the  church  spurning  participation  in 
a  new  movement  —  aimed  at  drastically 
reducing  the  consumption  of  alcohol  —  in 
which  it  should  be  a  leader  (see  UMR. 
Oct. 7)? 

Leaders  of  a  growing  movement 
composed  largely  of  health  care 
professionals  and  scientists  apparently 
think  so.  and  are  saying  so.  Dan 
Beauchamp,  a  University  of  Michigan 
health-planning  professor  who  heads  a 
group  of  125  such  leaders,  stated  that  he 
is  “powerfully  disappointed  that  no 
major  denomination  has  tpken  an  active 
interest  in  the  issue.”  Others  have 
complained  of  getting  "little  help”  from 
the  churches  which,  they  say,  are  wary 
about  reviving  a  “Prohibitionist  image” 
of  themselves. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  dispute  that 
observation.  The  repeal  of  the 
Prohibition  amendment  in  1933  was  due 
in  part  to  a  “backlash”  of  public  opinion 
against  overzealous  efforts  by  some 
church  leaders  to  “legislate  morality”  on 
the  use  of  alcohol.  Subsequently,  most 
mainline  Protestant  denominations  have 
sought  to  disassociate  themselves  from  a 
mind-set  or  social  action  emphasis  which 
suggests  that  alcohol  is  society’s 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Columbus,  Ohio 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  1400  member- 
families  of  the  North  Broadway  UMC  in 
Columbus,  Ohio  (West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Columbus,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


primary  evil. 

Regrettably,  that  shift  may  have  gone 
too  far.  Many  religious  groups,  including 
United  Methodism,  today  appear  to  be 
oblivious  to  and/or  unconcerned  about 
the  serious  problems  which  Prohibition 
sought  to  address.  But  as  leaders  of  the 
new  movement  —  cynically  labeled 
“neo-prohibitionist"  by  liquor  lobbyists 

—  point  out,  those  problems  have 
increased  dramatically  during  the  past 
20  years,  concurrent  with  a  dramatic 
worldwide  increase  in  alcohol 
consumption.  The  use  of  "demon  rum” 
wreaks  at  least  as  much  human 
devastation  and  financial  loss  today  as 
during  the  era  which  produced 
Prohibition.  Yet,  for  the  most  part,  the 
church  has  become  content  to  react  to 
these  problems  rather  than  preventing 
their  occurrence. 

We  believe  it  is  tragic  that  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ  should  have  to  be  chided 
for  its  inadequate  present  involvement  in 
a  cause  to  which  it  has  contributed  so 
vitally  in  the  past.  But  we  are  grateful  for 
the  nudge  from  organizations  outside  the 
church  to  break  out  of  our  lethargy.  For 
this  to  occur,  many  of  us  will  have  to 
experience  a  change  of  outlook  regarding 
the  seriousness  of  the  threat  that  alcohol 
consumption  poses  to  the  physical  and 
spiritual  health  of  our  society. 

We  dare  not  become  “neo¬ 
prohibitionists”  —  ignoring  broad 
societal  acceptance  of  alcohol  use  and 
advocating  methods  for  dealing  with 
alcohol-related  problems  that  experience 
has  shown  to  fail  miserably.  Nor  should 
we  abandon  our  churches’  efforts  — 
many  of  which  are  very  helpful  and 
redemptive  —  to  respond  to  such 
problems  after  they  occur. 

As  followers  of  One  who  came  to  offer 
abundant  life,  we  need  also  to  set  aside 
our  timidity  and  become  unapologetic 
advocates  of  reduced  alcohol 
consumption.  We  should  avoid 
equivocation  in  describing  the  dangers 
that  so  frequently  —  and  unintentionally 

—  accompany  alcohol  consumption.  We 
should  not  hesitate  to  affirm  total 
abstinence  from  alcohol  as  a  preferred 
and  exemplary  lifestyle.  And  we  should 
not  worry  about  the  pejorative  labels 
that  may  be  put  on  us  if  we  are 
responding  faithfully  to  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 
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Wesley’s  6 sensible  regimen’ a 
worthy  reminder  to  live  wisely 


By  PHILIP  W.OTT 

John  Wesley’s  involvement  in  health 
care  is  well  documented  in  his  writings. 
Early  in  his  ministry  Wesley  established 
a  visitation  program  for  the  sick  and 
dispensed  medicine  to  the  poor  of  London 
and  Bristol.  In  1747  Wesley  published  his 
collection  of  simple  remedies  under  the 
title  “Primitive  Physick.”  He  also  pro¬ 
cured  an  electrical  apparatus  by  which 
he  administered  a  form  of  therapy. 

In  addition  to  these  measures  the 
legacy  of  John  Wesley  includes  an 
equally  strong  commitment  to  living 
wisely.  Consistently  Wesley  urged  the 
Methodists  toward  a  lifestyle  conducive 
to  good  health.  Wesley  viewed  sensible 
regimen  as  the  divinely  appointed 
pattern  for  a  life  of  health  and  wholeness. 

Wesley  believed  that  his  own  personal 
history  witnessed  to  the  effectiveness  of 
sound  regimen.  His  “Journal”  entries 
frequently  included  reflections  on  his 
health  status.  Musing  on  his  85th 
birthday,  Wesley  found  ample  reason  to 
praise  God  for  health  of  mind  and  body. 

Predictably,  Wesley  attributed  his  long 
and  productive  life  to  the  creative  power 
of  God  and  the  prayers  of  faithful 
Christians.  In  addition,  he  cited  some 


“inferior  means”  such  as  constant 
exercise,  fresh  air,  restful  sleep  followed 
by  early  rising,  and  also,  his  having 
experienced  little  sorrow  and  pain  during 
his  life  time. 

A  few  simple  remedies 

A  commitment  to  regimen  was  a 
consistent  emphasis  throughout  his 
ministry.  Wesley  published  “Primitive 
Physick”  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
placing  in  the  hands  of  the  general 
populace  a  few  simple  remedies.  To  the 
preface  Wesley  appended  some  “Plain 
Easy  Rules,"  adapted  from  Dr.  Cheyne’s 
book,  “An  Essay  of  Health  and  Long 
Life.”  The  tenor  of  these  rules  for  living 
is  captured  in  summary  form  in  the 
preface  to  “Primitive  Physick” : 

“Observe  all  the  time  the  greatest 
exactness  in  your  regimen  or  manner  of 
living.  Abstain  from  all  mixed  or  high- 
seasoned  foods.  Use  plain  diet  easy  of 
digestion  .  .  .  Use  as  much  exercise  daily 
in  the  open  air  as  you  can,  without  weari¬ 
ness.  Sup  at  six  or  seven  on  the  lightest 
food,  go  to  bed  early  and  rise  betimes. 
To  persevere  with  steadiness  in  this 
course,  is  often  more  than  half  the  cure.” 


My  Witness 

‘Active  ingredients’  indicate  overflow 
from  God’s  wellspring  of  living  water 


By  MARY  CAROLYN  DOBBS 

When  I  go  shopping  I  read  upon  the 
labels  the  exact  ingredients  of  the 
packaged  goods  I  buy.  This  gives  me 
clues  to  the  quality  of  the  products.  The 
words  “Active  Ingredients”  on  a  tube  of 
toothpaste  aroused  my  curiosity  as  to 
how  they  might  be  applied  to  a  Christ- 
inspired  life. 

This  directed  my  attention  to  Mrs. 
Addie  Newberg,  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Downieville,  California. 
Although  she  is  quite  involved  in  the 
activities,  it  is  what  she  does  outside  the 
church  which  demonstrate  her  richly 
active  spiritual  “ingredients.” 

In  quiet,  unobtrusive  ways  she 


effectively  transmits  the  deep  kind  of 
love  which  endures  much,  is  ever  patient 
and  kind.  Anywhere  in  our  community, 
and  even  in  areas  farther  out,  her  heart 
and  hand  sympathetically  reach  out  to 
those  who  are  ill,  sorrowing,  lonely,  or 
burdened.  Her  tidy  little  home  abounds 
in  Christian  warmth,  gentle  humor,  and 
food  for  body,  mind  and  soul. 

Consistently,  her  days  are  “seasoned” 
with  thoughts  of  others,  for  she 
productively  uses  the  special  talents  God 
has  given  her.  From  her  sewing  machine 
and  kitchen  stove  she  prepares  delightful 
gifts  for  those  in  need  of  cheer.  In  her 
peaceful  presence  one  feels  the  quietness 
and  comfort  of  “still  waters."  She 


transmits  a  steadying  influence  upon 
others,  and  infuses  them  with 
confidence.  Because  of  her  mature 
wisdom,  she  can  be  trusted  never  to 
break  a  confidence. 

Thus,  Addie  proves  in  concrete  ways 
she  esteems  her  “neighbors”  as  herself. 

As  with  “preservatives”  used  in  foods 
to  safeguard  freshness,  she  maintains 
her  spiritual  qualities  by  keeping  the 
Lord  foremost  in  her  life.  The  contents  of 
her  “active  ingredients”  indicate  she 
overflows  with  the  wellspring  of  God’s 
living  water. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mary  Carolyn 
Dobbs,  is  a  United  Methodist  in  Grass 
Valley,  California. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

UMC’s  pluralism  should  fight  ‘incipient  intolerance’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Cheers  to  Lee  McMullin  for  the 
smashingly  “to  the  point”  letter  on 
conservative  harassment  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (UMR  “Letters,” 
Sept.  23).  The  point  is  that  it  is  not  so 
much  a  stated  policy  as  the  fact  that 
materials  offered  on  any  issue  are 
slanted  in  the  “liberal”  direction. 

In  our  conference,  people  are  always 
sending  us  “resource”  materials  ad 
infinitum  and  ad  nauseum.  I  have  to  rack 
my  memory  to  recall  an  instance  where 
the  resources  offered  reflected  two  sides. 
For  example,  the  current  groups  on 
nuclear  freezes  and  peace  never  include 
any  material  that  might  challenge  their 
stated  position.  Christians  should  be 
more  than  just  lobbying  groups  (where 
this  would  be  acceptable  practice). 

I  rather  routinely  send  back 
suggestions  to  such  groups  offering  them 
resources  from  a  different  point  of  view. 
So  far.  none  of  my  suggestions  have 
produced  an  alternate  list  or  even  a  note 
of  receipt.  Oh  well.  But  they  might  try 
offering  a  Muggeridge,  a  Solzhenitsyn, 
some  Paul  Johnson  (“Modern  Times”) 
and  Schlossberg  (“Idols  for 
Destruction”). 

The  ominous  note  in  all  this  is  simply 
and  clearly  that  should  these  same 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III;  Business:  William  C. 
Strickland,  Circulation  Director;  Ken 
Thornton,  Comptroller.  Conference 
Editions:  Donald  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  John  Lehman, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  Sharon 
Mielke,  Managing  Editor;  Dan  Louis, 
Roy  Beck,  John  Lovelace  and  Stephen 
Swecker,  Associate  Editors;  Sheron 
Covington,  Staff  Writer;  Production: 
George  Wilhelm,  Manager;  Kathy 
Hemedinger,  Composition/Journals 
Manager;  Cecil  Copeland,  Data  Pro¬ 
cessing  and  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS9S4500)  is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas. 
Texas  75212.  as  a  continuation  of  the  135-year  pub¬ 
lishing  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintains  no  official  relationship  to 
the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  any  of 
the  denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but 
does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
egional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  views  held  by  United  Method¬ 
ism's  membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  are 
not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff.  Signed  let¬ 
ters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter 
reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  be¬ 
fore  acceptance,  but  not  editorially  endorsed. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 
( Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes. ) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $12.00  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition,  rates  for  subscriptions  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  na¬ 
tional  edition  subscriptions  available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas  POST¬ 
MASTER  Please  send  address  changes  to:  P.O  Box 
221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


“liberal”  ideologues  come  to  power, 
guess  how  warmly  they  would  welcome 
ideas  counter  to  their  own!  So  thank  God 
that  you  see  the  incipient  intolerance  and 
renew  the  fight  for  pluralism  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Charles  C.  Anker 
Carmel,  California 

Ethnic  members  force 
new  look  at  Soviets 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  article  on 
the  Korean  UM  reaction  to  the  tragic 
downing  of  a  civilian  aircraft  at  the 
hands  of  the  Soviets  (see  UMR,  Sept.  16). 

Historian  Christopher  Dawson  once 
noted  the  fascination  of  humanist 
intellectuals  during  the  30’s  for  Soviet 
communism,  in  spite  of  the  “blood  and 
iron”  brutality  of  their  regime.  Then,  as 
now,  no  amount  of  evidence  could  seem 
to  shake  naive,  armchair  radicals  from 
their  misplaced  admiration  of  a  political 
programme  which  is,  in  spite  of  its 
liberationist  rhetoric,  universally 
opposed  to  human  rights. 

Too  many  leaders  of  the  church  can 
hear  clearly  the  cries  of  the  oppressed  in 
Central  America,  while  remaining  deaf 
to  those  of  Poland  or  Afghanistan.  Like 
the  character  played  by  William  Bendix 
in  the  old  “Life  of  Riley”  series,  their 
heads  are  made  up.  This  kind  of  thinking 
continued  to  dominate  discussions  in  the 
recent  session  of  the  WCC,  though  some 
awareness  of  legitimate  criticism  was  in 
evidence. 

But  no  one,  not  even  the  Councils  of 
Churches  or  the  social  concerns 
leadership  of  United  Methodism,  can 
ignore  flight  007.  Not  only  has  this  action 
of  the  Soviet  Union  won  universal 
condemnation,  but  more  immediately, 
the  Koreans  in  our  own  denomination 
will  not  let  us  ignore,  excuse,  or  justify 
what  has  taken  place. 

We  have  no  large  contingent  of  Polish 
or  Afghan  Americans  in  our  ranks  to 
remind  us  of  the  suffering  of  their 
homeland.  But  my  guess  is  that  our 
concern  for  the  ethnic  minorities  we  do 
have  will  now  force  us  to  take  seriously 
the  realities  of  the  Soviet  mentality  and 
Soviet  imperialism. 

Our  national  self-criticism  must 
continue  to  be  sharp  and  relentless,  but  it 
must  not  blind  us  to  the  larger  picture. 

D.  Gregory  Van  Dussen 
Bergen,  New  York 

Time  to  beat  plowshares 
into  swords? 

To  the  Editor. 

I  read  with  interest  the  article 
headlined  “Armstrong  blames  military 
for  delaying  ‘better  life’  ”  (UMR,  Sept. 
9)  and  noted  the  challenge  Bishop 
Amrstrong  gave  his  listeners.  He  told 
them  to  remember  God’s  dream  of 
“Swords  into  plowshares.  Spears  into 
pruning  hooks.” 

I  am  sure  the  bishop’s  challenge  was 
well  intentioned,  but  when  such  a 
challenge  is  viewed  in  a  total  concept  of 
biblical  instruction  it  can  be  misleading. 

If  I  read  the  Bible  correctly  it  contains 
the  Word  of  God  spoken  to  a  particular 
people  living  in  a  particular  situation  at  a 
particular  time. 

The  Drophet  Micah  did  proclaim:  "and 


they  shall  beat  their  swords  into 
plowshares  and  their  spears  into  pruning 
hooks”  (4:3).  But  the  prophet  Joel 
proclaimed:  “beat  your  plowshares  into 
swords,  and  your  pruning  hooks  into 
spears”  (4:10). 

The  author  of  Ecclesiastes 
proclaimed:  “For  everything  there  is  a 
season,  and  a  time  for  every  matter 
under  heaven  ...  a  time  to  kill,  and  a 
time  to  heal;  a  time  to  break  down,  and  a 
time  to  build  up  ...  a  time  to  love  and  a 
time  to  hate.  .  .”(3:  Iff). 

I  grant  there  is  a  great  cry  throughout 
our  land  for  peace.  That  cry  is  emerging 
from  the  depths  of  a  strong  desire  to  see 
the  world  united  into  one  body  coexisting 
as  God’s  created  beings  without  intent  to 
destroy  one  another. 

But  this  cry  for  peace  is  moving  up  and 
down  the  spine  of  humanity  bringing 
discord  because  of  the  varied  means 
suggested  to  achieve  peace. 

Can  this  peace  so  desired  be  achieved 
only  by  “beating  swords  into  plowshares 
and  spears  into  pruning  hooks”?  Just 
perhaps,  could  it  be  achieved  by 
“beating  plowshares  into  swords  and 
pruning  hooks  into  spears?  ” 

I  would  think  the  challenge  Bishop 
Armstrong  gave  his  hearers  should  be 
met  with  this  consideration:  “what  is  the 
time?” 

Samuel  H.  Cooper 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Importance  of 
economics  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  indeed  heartening  to  read  that  the 
National  Seminar  of  United  Methodist 
Women  recently  held  in  Chico, 
California,  was  exposed  to  some  people 
who  recognize  the  role  that  economics 
plays  in  our  world  (see  UMR,  Sept.  2). 
These  are  “among  the  most  pressing 
issues  in  our  society  today,”  as 
suggested  by  the  United  Nations 
representative.  Even  more  significant 
was  the  statement  that  “charity  is  no 
substitute  for  justice.  ” 

A  true  understanding  of  economic 
justice  requires  more  than  a  superficial 
study  of  other  Band-Aid  cures  for  the 
pressing  social  problems  of  the  times. 
Some  of  the  other  speakers  seemed  to 
equate  economic  justice  with  using  less 
so  that  others  might  have  more  (a 
bankrupt  concept  based  on  a  totally 
inadequate  understanding  of  the  natural 
forces  which  prevail  in  society)  or 
building  some  kind  of  value  system 
which  simply  forces  the  natural 
inclination  of  people  backwards  (in  a 
vain  hope  that  people  will  do  what  is  not 
profitable  to  themselves ) . 

Before  the  church  and  its  members 
embark  on  a  crusade  to  change  the 
economic  order  (as  done  any  number  of 
times  in  the  history  of  the  world,  with  an 
apparent  half  life  of  20  years),  we  should 
take  some  time  out  to  understand 
fundamental  economic  forces.  The 
classical  economists  did  exactly  that  and 
made  sense  out  of  the  chaos.  Current  day 
economists  are  more  like  tinkerers  who 
see  themselves  in  crusaders’  armor,  and 
proceed  to  muck  up  the  waters  even 
more.  Witness  the  current  economic 
climate  in  which  we  have  forces  pushing 
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every  which  way  and  not  really 
understanding  what  is  happening. 
Inflation  and  unemployment  all  at  the 
same  time  could  only  happen  in  an  ec¬ 
onomic  insane  asylum. 

Every  Christian  (and  particularly 
United  Methodists)  would  do  well  to  take 
a  course  in  fundamental  economics, 
learning  how  the  three  factors  of 
production  combine  to  make  the  world 
work,  how  the  labor  and  capital  legs  fight 
to  the  death  while  the  holders  of  the 
earth’s  space  and  resources  go  on  getting 
richer  without  any  productive  effort. 

Everyone  I  know  has  the  feeling  that 
something  is  wrong,  but  can’t  quite  put 
their  finger  on  it.  Is  there  anyone  in  the 
United  Methodist  hierarchy  or 
curriculum  development  department 
who  understands  the  simple  tenets  of 
classical  economic  theory?  It  would 
appear  not.  They  should  try  reading 
“Progress  and  Poverty”  by  Henry 
George,  and  open  their  eyes  to  God’s 
truth. 

Clay  Berling 
Berkeley,  California 

Tax  credits  not 
‘tax  for  religion’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Would  a  tax  credit  for  persons  who 
send  their  children  to  private  schools  be 
a  “tax  for  religion”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  2)? 

The  right  to  deduct  contributions  to 
churches  and  to  private  educational 
institutions,  including  church-affiliated 
schools,  in  determining  taxable  income 
is  constitutional  because  the  money  we 
earn  is  considered  ours  and  not  that  of 
the  government. 

When  parents  pay  for  the  education  of 
a  child  in  a  private  school  accredited  by 
the  state,  they  relieve  the  public  schools 
of  the  cost  of  education  for  that  child.  The 
average  cost  per  pupil  in  public  schools 
in  1980  was  $2,275  according  to  the  1982-83 
Statistical  Abstract. 

Since  parents  who  send  children  to 
private  schools  continue  to  pay  school 
property  taxes,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
ask  Congress  to  express  the  will  of  the 
people  whether  those  parents  should 
receive  some  reduction  in  their  taxes, 
thereby  recognizing  the  value  of  having 
both  public  and  private  schools  If  such 


provision  were  adopted  by  Congress,  it 
would  not  be  a  “tax  for  religion,”  but  as 
much  in  keeping  with  the  Constitution  as 
the  right  to  deduct  contributions  to 
churches  in  determining  the  amount  of 
personal  income  that  is  taxable. 

Richard  J.  Gonzalez 
Austin,  Texas 

Evaluation  not  needed 

to  protect  churches 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Richard  Thornburg,  a 
district  superintendent  in  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference,  was  quoted  in  the 
Reporter  (UMR,  Sept.  2)  as  follows: 
“Even  ‘uninformed  lay  people’  are 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ;  if  we 
can’t  trust  the  members  of  that  body, 
then  we’re  creating  a  ministerial  elite.” 
How  peculiar  that  in  a  denomination 
administered  by  bishops  and  district 
superintendents,  we  should  feel 
threatened  by  a  “ministerial  elite” ! 

Church  members  are  far  from  being  so 
helpless  that  they  need  “evaluation”  for 
protection  from  a  ministerial  mafia.  If 
they  disagree  with  a  pastor,  they  can 
appeal  to  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
committee  or  the  district  superintendent. 
Lay  people  use  public  opinion,  their 
support  of  church  programs,  and  the 
power  to  set  salary  to  put  pastors  in  their 
place. 

My  point  is  this:  we  don’t  need 
“evaluation”  to  keep  pastors  from  taking 
over  the  church.  I’d  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  most  pastors  wouldn’t  join  a 
“ministerial  elite”  even  if  the  charge 
conference  voted  to  pay  their  dues. 

Evaluation  hasn’t  worked  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  Things  may  be 
different  in  New  York  or  California,  but 
nothing  found  under  point  #2  of  article 
“f”  of  point  #2  of  paragraph  266  is  going 
to  be  close  to  the  hearts  of  people  in 
central  Missouri.  In  some  churches, 
members  do  not  accept  the  notion  of  a 
“priesthood  of  all  believers,"  and  simply 
prefer  to  be  spectators.  In  some  churches 
the  pastor  is  competent,  church 
members  are  dedicated,  and  effective 
ministry  is  a  reality,  and  “evaluation" 
therefore  is  simply  so  much  unnecessary 
paperwork. 

I  look  for  the  day  when  pastors  trust 
the  laity  and  lay  people  trust  the  clergy; 
when  pastors  and  lay  people  trust  district 
superintendents  and  vice-versa. 

Richard  Gressman 
Salisbury.  Missouri 

Churches  should  send 
pastors  to  Gen.  Conf. 

To  the  Editor: 

The  best  way  in  which  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  can  help  its  pastor  and 
congregation  in  1984  is  to  send  him/her  to 
the  General  Conference  in  Baltimore. 

Churches  may  do  this  by  including  an 
item  in  the  1984  budget,  or  by  having  a 
special  function  to  provide  everyone  with 
the  opportunity  to  make  a  love  gift. 

This  historijal  event  will  inspire  your 
pastor  who  will  in  turn  bring  this 
inspiration  back  to  your  congregation. 

Woodrow  Seals 
Houston.  Texas 


In  a  similar  vein  Wesley  concluded  his 
“Thoughts  on  Nervous  Disorders”  with 
instructions  regarding  air,  diet,  exercise, 
sleep  and  passions.  A  disciplined  life 
style  is  the  focus  of  the  sermon  entitled, 
“The  More  Excellent  Way.”.  Taking 
some  liberty  in  interpretation,  Wesley 
used  the  Pauline  phrase  to  admonish  the 
Methodists  toward  a  higher  order  of 
Christian  living.  Those  who  pursue  the 
“more  excellent  way”  are  diligent  in 
prayer,  but  they  also  give  careful  atten¬ 
tion  to  proper  diet  and  sleep,  Wesley  said. 

Moderation  stressed 

The  essay,  “Thoughts  on  Nervous 
Disorders,”  and  the  sermon,  “The  More 
Excellent  Way,”  are  illustrative  of  some 
of  Wesley’s  characteristic  concerns.  As 
for  food  and  drink,  Wesley  stressed 
moderation.  He  admonished  that  one 
should  eat  no  more  “than  nature 
requires.”  Good  men  and  women, 
Wesley  observed,  eat  with  gratitude,  but 
not  to  excess. 

For  Wesley,  physical  activity  was 
essential  to  good  health.  He  advised 
walking  in  the  fresh  air  as  the  preferred 
form  of  exercise.  If  the  weather  was 
prohibitive,  one  could  substitute  an 
indoor  activity  such  as  working  with  a 
dumbbell  or  riding  a  wooden  horse. 

Wesley  approached  the  subject  of  sleep 
with  he  zeal  of  an  evangelist.  From  years 
of  careful  observation  Wesley  concluded 
that  men  need  six  to  seven  hours  of  sleep. 
Women,  he  felt,  could  use  on  the  average 
an  additional  hour.  Whether  sleeping  or 
waking,  eating  or  drinking,  the  basic 
issue  for  Wesley  was  stewardship.  In  his 
sermon,  “The  Good  Steward,”  Wesley 
took  the  occasion  to  stress  individual 
responsibility  in  caring  for  that  “exquisite¬ 
ly  wrought  machine,”  the  body. 

A  word  for  our  time 

The  call  for  sensible  living  represents  a 
needed  word  for  our  own  time.  The  major 
health  problems  of  our  present  society 
are  the  chronic  diseases  of  the  middle 
and  later  years,  mainly  heart  disease, 
strokes  and  cancer.  At  the  end  of  the  past 
decade,  for  example,  there  were  in  the 
United  States  approximately  two  million 
deaths  annually.  Of  these  deaths,  nearly 
50%  was  due  to  heart  disease  and 
strokes,  and  20%  to  cancer. 

At  present,  effective  control  of  these 
major  health  problems  depends 
significantly  on  the  modification  of 
lifestyle.  It  is  estimated  by  Leon  Kass, 
prominent  educator  and  physician  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  that  50%  of  all 
visits  to  American  physicians  is 
occasioned  by  problems  related  to  the 
individual’s  pattern  of  living. 

The  research  of  Nedra  Belloc  and 
Lester  Breslow  have  focused  attention 
on  seven  basic  rules  which,  if  followed, 
seem  to  promote  healthiness  and  lon¬ 
gevity.  The  seven  rules  are  similar  to  the 
thrust  of  Wesley’s  “Plain  Easy  Rules” 
for  living.  These  are  the  rules :  ( 1 )  Do  not 
smoke;  (2)  Get  seven  hours  of  sleep; 
(3)  Eat  breakfast;  (4)  Keep  your  weight 
down;  (5)  Do  not  drink,  or  drink  “only 
moderately”;  (6)  Exercise  daily;  and 
(7)  Do  not  eat  between  meals. 

Data  gathered  by  Belloc  and  Breslow 
indicate  that  those  who  followed  these 
seven  basic  rules,  on  the  average,  had 
better  health  than  those  who  observed 
only  five  or  six  of  the  rules. 

Perhaps  we  who  are  within  the 
community  of  faith  have  been  remiss. 
Fearing  the  charge  of  legalism,  we  have 
neglected  to  engage  in  appropriate  moral 
education.  It  is  now  imperative  that  we 
communicate  patterns  and  perspectives 
conducive  to  a  life  of  health  and 
wholeness.  The  issue  is  stewardship. 
Many  programs  must  combine  in  an 
educative  process.  Not  the  least  of  these 
should  be  the  instruction  that  occurs 
in  our  churches.  John  Wesley’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  sensible  regimen  is  but 
one  expression  of  a  theme  that  pervades 
the  whole  of  our  Judaeo-Christian 
tradition.  Living  wisely  is  a  watchword 
deeply  rooted  in  our  past. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Philip  W.  Ott,  is  professor  of  Philosophy 
and  Religion  at  the  University  of  Evans¬ 
ville.  ( Indiana )  and  a  member  of  United 
Methodism 's  South  Indiana  Conference. 


UMCOR  FISH  BANK 

WORLD  HUNGER  is  an  over¬ 
whelming  problem.  Caring  people 
can  feel  helpless  to  act— unless 
you  show  them  how  to  respond 
in  a  meaningful  way.  UMCOR's 
Fish  Bank  provides  a  visual  focus 
for  a  campaign  against  hunger. 
This  fish-shaped  box  on  every 
dining  table  can  encourage  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  do  something 
that  will  truly  make  a  difference. 
100%  of  the  money  collected 
goes  directly  to  world  hunger 
programs— one-third  U.S.A.,  two- 
thirds  world  wide. 

These  materials  are  available: 
FISH  BANK  (#4280),  10  cants  each. 
Brochure  (#4284)  "Help  Alleviate 
World  Hunger.” 

Leaders' Guide  (#4287) 

Poster  (#4289)  [limited  quantities] 
Slide  Set  (#4288),  $10  each. 

Postage  and  handling  added. 
Order  from  Service  Center,  7820 
Reading  Rd.,  Cincinnati,  OH  45237. 
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A  Supplement  To  The  Louisiana  Conference  Edition  Of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


LOUISIANA  CAMPUS  MINISTRY 


Louisiana  State  University 
Director,  Rev.  William  Stokes 

The  Wesley  Foundation  is  very  excited  about  the  renovations  that  are  being  made 
at  the  cost  of  over  $125,000.  This  work  started  in  March  and  will  be  completed  by 
September,  and  is  the  first  renovation  since  the  building  was  constructed  thirty  years 
ago.  In  the  academic  yedr  1982-83  students  sent  out  twenty-five  deputation  teams 
presenting  worship  services  to  the  churches  of  the  District.  On  Wednesday  and 
Sunday,  student-conducted  worship  services  are  held,  with  a  Mid-Day  Devotion  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays.  A  high  experience  of  worship  is  our  Christmas  candle¬ 
lighting  Communion  service,  with  a  birthday  party  for  Jesus  Christ  that  is  held  before 
students  enter  the  chapel  for  Communion. 

During  the  Fall  quarter,  students  will  again  study  Maxie  Dunnam’s  Workbook  of 
Living  Prayer.  Earlier  in  the  year,  Dr.  Danny  Morris  from  the  Upper  Room  staff  was 
a  leader  for  a  Mid-Winter  Retreat  entitled,  ‘‘Weekend  Adventure  of  Living  Prayer.” 

Other  spiritual  events  at  the  Wesley  have  included  Rabbi  and  Mrs.  David 
Lefkowitz.  who  led  an  observance  of  the  Passover  Feast. 


Louisiana  State  University 
Director,  Rev.  Randy  Nichols 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  offers  LSU  students  an 
opportunity  to  gather  as  a  community  in  worship,  study  and 
fellowship.  Weekly  events  are  Sunday  night  celebrations. 
Wednesday  night  community  meetings,  and  a  Thursday 
breakfast  before  classes.  Two  or  three  retreats  a  semester 
give  students  the  chance  to  back  away  from  the  hectic 
university  pace  to  share  time  and  to  study  a  particular  chosen 
topic  or  issue. 

TUCM  seeks  to  serve  those  who  support  us  by  offering  a 
Theologian-in-residence  program.  We  urge  the  local  churches 
to  join  us  in  hearing  these  persons.  The  Fall  theologian 
tentatively  scheduled  is  Father  Frank  Ponce,  Ph.D.  TUCM 
also  serves  through  work  camp  experiences.  In  the  past  year 
student  groups  have  been  to  Rural  Life  Center  in  West  Virginia 
and  to  Mexico.  Currently  being  planned  are  two  ongoing  series 
of  programs  dealing  with  Personal/ Interpersonal  growth  and 
Peace/Justice  issues.  Specific  topics  will  be  randomly 
scheduled.  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  appreciates  the 
support  of  United  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  (USA) 
congregations  as  we  bear  witness  to  personal  fulfillment  and 
global  responsibility. 


McNeese  State  University 
Director,  Rev.  Wayne  Taylor 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  McNeese  State  University  offers  students,  faculty  and 
staff  a  wide  variety  of  opportunities  and  services  that  range  from  a  free  Thursday 
evening  meal,  provided  by  local  UMW  groups,  to  scholarship  and  work  study 
opportunities.  The  Unit  has  been  in  the  midst  of  change  since  the  Fall  of  1982,  and  is 
experiencing  a  growing  number  of  students.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  we  are  gaining 
momentum!  The  new  school  year  holds  much  promise  for  our  ministry.  Recently  a 
drama  group  was  formed  and  is  available  to  local  churches  for  performances.  The 
Wesley  Players  present  drama  that  is  short,  humorous  and  hopefully,  meaningful. 

Our  students  not  only  receive  the  gifts  from  our  Conference,  they  give  as  well. 
Students  give  of  their  time  and  talents  visiting  nursing  homes,  developing  community 
work  teams,  and  visiting  churches  in  the  District.  We  hope  that  you  realize  just  how 
much  your  support  means  to  us  in  providing  a  positive  church  background  for 
students  while  in  college. 


Northwestern  University 
Director,  Rev.  Barbara  Duke 

Wesley  Foundation  at  NSU  will  put  on  a  ‘‘New  Appearance” 
this  year  with  a  change  in  experiences  and  attitudes.  A  Wesley 
week  will  include  a  Monday  Night  Study  of  Life  Experiences 
called  Faith  Formula;  Tuesday  noon  will  be  open  to  Brown 
Baggers;  Wednesday  evenings  will  find  us  holding  an  informal 
communion  service;  Thursday  Luncheons  will  include  a  meal 
followed  with  a  program  to  stimulate  thoughts  and  elicit 
actions.  Programs  in  September  will  be  in  the  theme  of 
Holistic  Health.  Sunday  Evening  Fellowship  will  include  a 
light  supper  and  an  informal  Vesper  Service.  After  home 
football  games  the  Wesley  Center  will  open  for  fellowship,  and 
we  look  forward  to  being  a  ‘‘home  away  from  home”  serving 
students  in  any  possible  way.  A  weekend  retreat  on  Prayer  will 
take  place  in  September  at  Lake  Charles. 
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The  United 
Methodist  Church 

and  its  predecessor  denominational 
groups  have  always  been  concerned  with 
providing  a  strong  voice  for  religious 
concerns  on  college  campuses.  It  is  our 
intent  to  nurture  the  growth  of  Christian 
concern  and  faith  within  students  at  the 
same  time  as  growth  is  occurring  in 
other  aspects  of  their  lives.  We  see 
campus  ministry  as  a  continuation  of 
Christian  education  which  works  hand  in 
hand  with  local  churches.  The 
uniqueness  of  campus  ministry  comes 
only  as  it  responds  to  the  specific  needs 
and  interests  of  the  campus  community. 
The  ministry  we  provide  on  campus  is 
basically  the  same  as  that  provided  in  a 
local  church  —  a  ministry  which  offers 
persons  a  place  to  worship  God.  to  learn 
about  God  and  his  purpose  and  to  serve 
God  through  loving  one  another. 


Southeastern  Louisiana  University 
Director,  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks 

At  Southeastern  Louisiana  University  Wesley  Foundation  we  have  a  very  solid  base 
of  traditional  activities  that  are  probably  common  to  most  campus  ministries.  These 
include  regular  opportunities  for  worship,  study,  service  and  fellowship.  We  also  have 
traditional  events  such  as  retreats  and  seminars  and  provide  a  "home  away  from 
home"  atmosphere  at  the  student  center. 

There  are  two  program  activities  at  SLU  that  highlight  this  ministry.  The  most 
significant  is  the  Crisis  Phone.  Through  the  phone  we  provide  crisis  intervention, 
suicide  prevention,  and  information  and  referrals  to  the  university  and  community. 
We  currently  have  48  counselors  who  receive  about  500  calls  monthly.  Last  year 
nearly  2000  of  our  calls  were  from  the  university.  Another  phone  service  is  a  daily 
outreach  call  to  52  elderly  persons  living  alone.  A  relatively  new  activity  is  the  blood 
donor  program.  Last  year  donations  were  valued  at  $1800  and  were  a  great  help  to 
families  in  the  community.  Pictured  in  this  article  is  Donna  Sibley,  our  student 
president,  who  rolled  up  her  sleeve  to  give  blood 


Southwestern  University 
Director,  Rev.  R.  Don  Ross 

The  Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry  is  the 
Methodist/Presbyterian  Student  Center  at  the  University  of 
Southwestern  Louisiana.  We  are  a  People  Place  that  gathers 
persons  to  celebrate  life  through  worship,  study,  fellowship, 
and  service.  Some  of  the  current  programs  include  Wesley 
Singers,  Fellowship  Meal,  and  Vesper  Service,  a  Wednesday 
Luncheon,  Gospel  Study  and  regular  A. A.  meetings.  The 
U.S.L.  Wesley  is  well  known  on  campus  for  its  Thanksgiving 
Day  Meal  that  serves  over  200  students  who  otherwise  are 
unable  to  be  at  home  on  this  traditional  family  day.  The  newest 
program  is  WesClub,  which  will  focus  its  attention  this  Fall  on 
student  leadership.  One  student  pictured  its  work  this  way: 


orking  for 
ternal  rewards, 
ocial  gatherings, 
hristian  growth,  and 
earning  in 
nity  in  His 
ody. 


Southern  University 
Director,  Wilbur  G.C.  Davis,  Sr. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  seeks  to  provide  the  necessary 
spiritual  growth  experiences  to  accompany  the  physical  and 
academic  growth,  so  as  to  develop  a  well-rounded  person  who 
is  able  to  take  his/her  rightful  place  in  society. 

Activities  lending  to  the  development  of  the  aforementioned 
are:  Sunday  Worship,  10:00  a.m.;  Current  Discussions.  6:00 
p.m.;  Mid-Week  Communion,  Wednesday  6:30  p.m. ;  Aerobics, 
Monday  and  Wednesday  5:30-7:30  p.m.;  and  Children’s  Dance 
Class.  6:00  to  7: 00  p.m.  Other  activities  featured  are  seminars, 
counseling  and  recreation. 


Northeast  Louisiana  University 
Director,  Rev.  James  Wilson 

The  United  Methodist  Church  carries  on  its  ministry  on 
Northeast  Louisiana  through  two  ministries.  One,  the  Wesley 
Foundation  that  is  involved  in  nurture  to  the  students,  faculty, 
administration  and  staff.  The  other  is  the  North  East  United 
Campus  Ministries,  that  offers  programs  and  services  to  meet 
various  needs  of  the  university  community.  Through  these  two 
organizations,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  James  Wilson  and 
Rev.  Betty  McGehee,  a  full  program  is  administered.  This 
includes  worship,  study,  service  opportunities,  day  care,  A. A., 
International  Student  ministry,  consciousness  raising,  faculty 
theological  discussion,  minority  issues,  and  counseling  that 
includes  personal,  vocational  and  marital.  These  ministries 
have  gained  wide  acceptance  throughout  Northeast  Louisiana. 


Tulane  University 
Director,  Rev.  Bob  Wagener 

The  program  and  atmosphere  at  the  Wesley  Center  at  Tulane  places  high  priority 
on  Christian  learning  and  community  building.  Methodist  students  and  friends  gather 
on  a  regular  basis  for  Fellowship  Suppers;  Wednesday  morning  Breakfast  and 
Discussion;  and  weekly  Bible  Study  and  Worship.  A  central  theme  this  year  will  be  on 
the  peace  movement,  with  a  study  entitled,  “Learning  a  Language  and  Lifestyle  for 
Peacemaking.” 

The  Center  is  open  every  weekday  for  this  purpose  of  recreation  and/or  study 
Other  campus  groups  make  regular  use  of  the  Center,  such  as  the  International 
Students,  University  Christian  Fellowship,  C.A.C.T.U.S.,  and  the  Religious  Staff 
Association. 

The  United  Methodist  ministry  is  one  of  ten  ministries  that  often  join  together  for 
ecumenical  purposes.  A  regular  winter  learning  event  is  co-sponsored  with  the 
Episcopal  Center.  This  year’s  topic  was,  "Spiritual  Formation:  An  Ethnic  of 
Commitment,”  and  it  featured  a  full-length  film  on  the  life  of  theologian,  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. 

Univ.  of  N.  O.,  Southern  Univ.  in  N.  O.,  Delgado 
Director,  Rev.  Carol  Winn 

This  Wesley  Campus  Ministry  serves  the  three  lakefront  commuter 
campuses  of  New  Orleans.  This  is  a  situation  in  which  there  is  no  Wesley 
Foundation  building,  and  where  the  colleges  are  closed  on  weekends.  Thus, 
campus  ministry  takes  untraditional  form.  In  addition  to  counseling, 
financial  aid,  three  retreats  yearly,  luncheons  with  speakers  each  semester, 
study  groups  and  study  breaks,  films,  and  lecturers,  the  Wesley  Foundation 
also  experiments  with  projects  such  as  “I-Search,”  in  which  students 
receive  academic  credit  for  involvement  at  local  social  service  agencies. 

Last  Spring,  Wesley  Campus  Ministry  was  instrumental  in  bringing  Dr. 

William  Sloane  Coffin  to  the  campus  and  community  to  speak  on  the  topic, 

“The  Arms  Race  and  The  Human  Race.” 

Although  this  ministry  functions  in  the  commuter  context  without  any 
building,  we  do  have  a  Wesley  Foundation  office  on  each  campus  where  the 
Campus  Minister  can  be  contacted  in  person  or  by  phone.  In  this  way,  and 
through  a  broad  range  of  diverse  service  and  activities,  the  presence  of  the 
church  is  made  known  even  on  the  untraditional  commuter  campus. 
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Key  mission  nominations  made 


Editor’s  Note:  Due  to  the  timing  of  the 
nominations  to  key  mission  board 
positions  reported  below,  an  abbreviated 
story  appeared  in  some  editions  of  the 
Reporter’s  Oct.  7  issue.  Numerous  other 
editions  were  already  in  the  mail  when 
the  nominations  were  announced.  The 
following  more  complete  version  of  the 
original  report  is  being  shared  this  week 
with  all  readers. 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Nominees  to 
fill  two  top  posts  with  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(BGM)  were  announced  by  the  board’s 
Personnel  and  Nominations  Committee 
meeting  here  Sept.  28-29. 

Peggy  Billings,  a  missionary  to  Korea 
1952-63,  has  been  on  the  board  staff  since 
1964.  She  is  being  nominated  deputy 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Division. 
(See  related  story  below).  Norma  Kehr- 
berg,  a  community  health  worker  with  11 
years  of  missionary  experience  in  Nepal, 
is  being  nominated  associated  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

If  elected  by  board  members  at  their 
annual  meeting  here  Oct.  17,  they  will 
assume  their  new  responsibilities  in 
January.  Ms.  Billings  would  succeed 
Lois  C.  Miller  who  retired  Dec.  31,  1982, 
and  Ms.  Kehrberg  would  succeed  J. 
Harry  Haines  who  will  retire  at  the  close 
of  this  year. 

The  World  Division  administers  the 
denomination’s  mission  program  outside 
the  United  States  and  has  an  annual 
budget  of  $16.8  million  and  530 


Ms.  Billings  Ms.  Kehrberg 

missiqnaries  in  the  field.  Retired  Bishop 
W.  Ralph  Ward  Jr.  has  served  as  acting 
deputy  General  Secretary  of  the  division 
since  Dr.  Miller’s  retirement. 

UMCOR  is  the  church’s  channel  for 
relief  and  refugee  work  and  attacking  the 
root  causes  of  hunger  in  62  countries. 

Ms.  Billings  joined  the  BGM  staff  in 
1964,  serving  in  the  Women’s  Division 
first  as  secretary  for  racial  justice  and 
then  as  assistant  general  secretary  for 
Christian  social  relations. 

Since  1980  Ms.  Kehrberg  has  been 
manager  of  health  promotion  education 
in  the  Community  Health  Service 
Department  of  the  Hawaii  Medical 
Service  Association  which  serves  the 
entire  population  of  Hawaii.  In  this  post 
she  is  responsible  for  the  administration, 
planning,  budget  and  personnel 
management  of  health  promotion  and 
education  services  in  a  525,000-member 
health  insurance  company.  Her 
nomination  has  not  received  any  public 
opposition. 


In  making  its  selection,  the  BGM 
Personnel  and  Nominations  Committee 
acted  on  the  names  put  forward  by  the 
search  committees  of  the  World  Division 
and  UMCOR.  The  meeting  of  the  BCM 
committee  was  chaired  by  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Agne  of  Harvey,  III. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  top 
executive  of  the  BGM,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  the  nominees 
were  chosen  from  a  large  field  of  well- 
qualified  candidates  from  across  the 
church  in  a  search  that  has  taken  nearly 
a  year.  “We  are  confident  their  abilities, 
mission  experience  and  deep  faith  will 
enable  them  to  give  understanding 
leadership  to  the  church,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Billings,  55,  a  native  of  McComb, 
Miss.,  took  a  degree  from  Millsaps 
College  and  did  graduate  work  at 
Scarritt  College  and  the  Institute  for  Far 
Eastern  Languages,  Yale  University, 
before  going  to  Korea  in  1952. 

At  the  Women’s  Division,  Ms.  Billings 
has  been  in  charge  of  a  large  social 
action  advocacy  program  ranging  from 
the  Family  Farm  project  to  the  Law  of 
the  Sea  project.  Her  section  includes  the 
United  Nations  Seminar  Program  with 
cooperation  from  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  the  Washington  public 
policy  office,  development  education  and 
community  action. 

A  major  accomplishment  of  her 
section  was  preparation  of  the  Charter  of 
Racial  Justice  Policies,  later  adopted  by 
the  1980  General  Conference. 

Ms.  Billings  has  been  known  for  her 


World  unit  nomination 
draws  sharp  criticism 


outspoken  positions  on  social  issues 
while  heading  the  Social  Action  section  of 
the  Women’s  Division.  Some  critics  have 
asked  how  that  work  in  the  Women’s 
Division  qualifies  her  to  head  the  world 
missions  agency. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter,  Ms. 
Billings  said:  „“I  believe  that  a  close 
examination  of  my  previous  work  as  a 
missionary  for  10  years  in  Korea  would 
indicate  that  I  have  a  deep  commitment 
to  and  understanding  of  the  church.  It  is 
my  whole  life,  and  I  think  I  have  the 
capacity  to  share  that.  I  have  strong  rela¬ 
tionships  with  many  different  sectors  of 
society  which  should  be  helpful  in  reach¬ 
ing  out  through  the  World  Division’s 
resources  in  established  ways,  but  also 
some  new  ways.” 

Asked  specifically  about  a  suggested 
alternate  mission-sending  agency  (see 
related  story  below),  Ms.  Billings  said, 
“I  would  not  welcome  such  a  develop¬ 
ment.  The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
been  and  can  be  even  more  responsive  to 
the  needs  of  people.  I  think  such  an 
alternate  agency  would  be  extremely 
divisive  of  the  resources,  the  mind  and 
heart  of  the  church.” 

Regarding  her  recent  efforts  to 
persuade  AFL-CIO  leaders  to  silence 
their  employees  who  are  critical  of  the 
church  —  specifically  David  Jessup  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  — 
Ms.  Billings  said,  “That  was  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  how  deeply  I  feel.  I  didn’t  make 
any  comment  until  this  year.  I  com¬ 
mented  because  I  really  thought  it  (criti¬ 
cism  of  the  church)  had  gone  far  enough.” 

Finally,  asked  whether  she  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  champion  such  controversial 
causes  as  those  of  homosexual  rights 
groups,  she  said,  “I  believe  that  people 
who  are  excluded  —  whether  because  of 
race  or  any  other  reason  —  deserve 
the  care  and  support  of  the  church.” 


World  Food  Day,  as  the  United  Nations  has  named  Sunday,  Oct.  16, 
provides  a  time  to  evaluate  progress  in  solving  the  problem  of  world 
hunger.  A  Kampuchean  farmer,  above,  is  one  of  many  who  have  been 
helped  to  improve  their  vegetable  crops  by  agricultural  specialists  pro¬ 
vided  by  Church  World  Service.  Two  United  Methodists  from  Penfield, 
N.Y.,  Edwin  and  Jean  Motsenbocker  are  on  their  way  to  Kampuchea  to 
work  as  agricultural  specialists  for  CWS. 

Thought  for  World  Food  Day 

I  give  to  you  a  gift 

By  BETTY  JANE  SIMPSON 
The  act  of  giving  does  not  come  to  all. 

It’s  learned.  For  giving’s  not  an  inborn  trait. 

The  little  children  must  be  taught  to  share, 

And  loving  parents  teach  their  child  to  care. 

The  lessons  start  as  they  begin  to  crawl. 

They  learn  the  best  when  they  are  very  small. 

When  parents  train,  not  leaving  job  to  fate. 

And  child  matures,  that’s  cause  to  celebrate. 

The  youth  who  strives,  whose  goals  are  loftier, 

Become  the  citizens  .  .  .  far  happier. 

Than  those  who  do  not  share,  indulge  in  greed, 

Withholding,  keeping  all  for  their  own  need. 

Who  never  learn  the  art  of  how  to  give, 

Are  missing  greatest  joy  in  how  to  live. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  nomination  of  Peggy  Billings  as 
United  Methodism’s  world  missions  chief 
evoked  immediate  and  searing 
opposition  last  week  from  several  parts 
of  the  denomination.  At  the  same  time 
those  responsible  for  her  nomination  were 
quick  to  defend  it. 

“She  is  the  most  radical  person  on  the 
staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,”  charged  the  Rev.  L.  D. 
Thomas,  pastor  of  the  5,500-member 
First  UMC  in  Tulsa. 

If  the  Board  elects  her  next  week,  “it 
could  be  the  beginning  of  a  split  in  our 
United  Methodist  Church,”  Dr.  Thomas 
warned  in  letters  to  top  Global  Ministries 
leaders. 

Conference  balks 

The  South  Georgia  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  voted  unanimously  to  send 
a  letter  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  protesting  the  possible 
election  of  Ms.  Billings. 

The  council  stated  that  even  though 
Ms.  Billings  has  given  outstanding 
leadership  to  the  Section  on  Christian 
Social  Relations  of  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  board,  she  would  not  lead  the 
World  Division  in  the  direction  it  needs  to 
go  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Rev.  Leighton  Farrell,  pastor  of 
11,000-member  Highland  Park  UMC  of 
Dallas,  said  he  believes  “more  people 
around  the  country  have  more  bad 
feelings  about  Peggy  Billings  than  any 
other  national  United  Methodist  leader.” 

“We  don’t  need  a  radical  in  that  office. 
And  we  don’t  need  an  ‘evangelical.’  We 
need  a  mainline  church  person  with  a 
centrist  position  who  can  appeal  to  the 
many  and  diverse  philosophies  within  the 
denomination,”  Dr.  Farrell  urged. 

The  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  pastor  of 
3,300-member  First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill., 
charged  that  Ms.  Billings’  mission  philos¬ 
ophy  is  so  different  from  that  of  "tradi¬ 
tional  and  evangelical  United  Method¬ 
ists”  that  her  election  almost  surely 
will  trigger  the  formation  of  a  separate 
missionary  sending  agency  by  disaf¬ 
fected  congregations. 

Asked  how  much  time  Ms.  Billings 
would  be  given  in  her  new  job  to  disprove 
critics’  fears.  Dr.  Gallaway  said  critics 
aren’t  likely  to  give  her  any  time. 

“Her  record  speaks  for  itself,”  he  said. 
“She  is  who  she  is.  She  has  a  right  to  be 
who  she  is.  But  I  have  a  right  to  say  that 
her  election  would  close  the  door  on  the 
chances  of  pluralism  in  missions  at  the 


Board  of  Global  Ministries.” 

These  three  and  other  pastors  who  told 
the  Reporter  of  their  opposition  to  Ms. 
Billings  nomination  said  they  were  in 
substantial  agreement  with  the 
directions  for  missions  outlined  by  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive 
of  Global  Ministries,  in  a  Reporter 
interview  (UMR,  Oct.  7). 

Among  other  things,  Dr.  Nugent  said 
the  spiritual  dimensions  of  the  church’s 
mission  must  be  raised  to  the  same  high 
level  of  emphasis  that  has  been  placed  on 
producing  economic,  social  and  political 
change. 

Critics  of  Ms.  Billings’  nomination  say 
her  19  years  in  the  spotlight  of  major 
social  action  controversies  in  the  church 
show  no  sign  that  she  can  do  what  Dr. 
Nugent  suggested. 

However,  the  Rev.  Melvin  Finkbeiner, 
chairman  of  the  World  Division  search 
committee,  which  has  endorsed  Ms. 
Billings’  nomination,  said  he  believes  she 
is  capable  of  carrying  out  the  changes 
Dr.  Nugent  suggested  are  needed. 

“Our  committee  searched  for  15 
months,”  he  said.  “Ms.  Billings  has 
excellent  references.  She  witnesses  to 
her  own  spiritual  conversion  in 
Mississippi.  She’s  out  of  the  southern 
tradition  of  the  church.” 

Dr.  Finkbeiner,  pastor  of  the 
University  Temple  UMC  in  Seattle,  said 
he  believes  the  vast  majority  of  United 
Methodists  support  the  kind  of  mission 
leadership  Ms.  Billings  would  provide. 

When  the  search  began,  the  idea  was  to 
get  a  candidate  who  would  bring 
“balance”  to  the  World  Division  and 
especially  one  who  could  represent  the 
“evangelical”  concern  for  conversion 
and  church  development,  said  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols  of  the  New  York  Area. 

Bishop  Nichols,  who  also  serves  as 
president  of  BGM’s  World  Division,  said 
the  fact  that  Ms.  Billing’s  track  record  is 
in  the  social  action  arena  makes  it 
“understandable”  that  some  segments  of 
the  church  view  her  nomination  with 
skepticism  if  not  hostility. 

“The  track  record  is  all  you  have  to  go 
on.  Her  record  is  in  social  relations  in  the 
Women’s  Division  since  1964,”  he  said. 

But  the  people  on  the  search 
committee  apparently  are  convinced  she 
can  do  the  job,  Bishop  Nichols  said. 

Ms.  Billings,  contacted  by  Reporter 
Managing  Editor  Sharon  Mielke,  said. 
“The  board  has  yet  to  vote,  and  I  would 
rather  not  talk  about  my  nomination. 

“I  think  the  future  will  tell  whether  or  not 


I  am  able  to  demonstrate  to  the  church  as 
a  whole  the  deep  sense  of  unity  that  I  per¬ 
sonally  feel  about  the  work  of  die  church.” 

Several  staff  persons  of  Global 
Ministries  and  other  general  agencies 
and  a  few  bishops  privately  have 
expressed  skepticism.  All  asked  that 
their  names  not  be  used. 

“This  nomination  seems  to  prove  that 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  a 
death  wish,”  said  one  high-ranking 
agency  official. 

One  bishop  predicted  the  news  of  Ms. 
Billings  election  alone  would  cause  a  25 
percent  drop  in  the  payment  of 
apportionments  in  his  area. 

That  persons  in  opposition  could  feel  so 
intensely  is  due  to  the  kind  of  job  Ms. 
Billings  has  been  asked  to  perform 
during  the  last  19  years,  said  Ruth 
Daugherty,  president  of  the  Women’s 
Division  in  which  Ms.  Billings,  55,  has 
worked. 

“I  would  ask  those  criticizing  the 
nomination  if  they  think  it  is  fair  to  judge 
what  her  performance  would  be  in  one 
area  —  world  missions  —  on  the  basis  of 
her  work  in  another  area  with  a  very 
different  job  description,”  Ms. 
Daugherty  said. 

Writings  studied 

Specific  reasons  for  opposition  to  Ms. 
Billings  were  summarized  by  Harriet 
Thomas,  wife  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Thomas  in 
Tulsa  and  former  president  of  her 
church’s  United  Methodist  Women  unit. 

She  has  studied  Ms.  Billings’  writings 
over  the  last  seven  years. 

She  told  the  Reporter  that  Ms.  Billings’ 
activities  and  writings  have  shown  her  to 
be  anti-U.S.,  anti-capitalistic  system, 
anti-rich  people,  anti-white  people  and 
outspokenly  supportive  of  a  narrow 
version  of  liberation  theology  and  the 
causes  of  homosexual  advocacy  groups. 

“Human  rights  seems  to  be  Peggy 
Billings’  sole  theme  for  mission,"  Mrs. 
Thomas  said.  “That’s  part  of  mission,  in 
my  opinion,  but  I  see  no  signs  that  she 
even  recognizes  the  need  for  personal 
salvation. 

“This  is  the  way  she  talks  about 
conversion  in  a  1979  book:  ‘We  are  called 
to  conversion  —  to  be  converted  to  the 
struggle  of  men  and  women  everywhere 
who  have  no  way  to  escape  the  .  .  . 
unending  denial  of  their  human  worth.’ 

“That’s  fine,”  Mrs.  Thomas  said.  “But 
where  is  the  concern  about  repentance 
and  forgiveness  of  sins?  No  change  in 
systems  can  be  lasting  without  dealing 
with  personal  sin.” 

Asked  by  the  Reporter  to  state  afresh 
her  understanding  of  the  meaning  of 
Christian  conversion,  Ms.  Billings  said, 
“Most  Christians  agree  with  my  view; 
it’s  just  a  problem  of  language.  The 
Bible  does  have  a  bias  toward  the  poor, 
and  ‘conversion  to  the  struggle’  means 
to  me  conversion  to  becoming  as  Christ 
became  one  with  the  least  of  these." 

Dr.  Finkbeiner  said  his  search  com¬ 
mittee’s  criteria  included: 

•  Commitment  to  the  Christian  under¬ 
standing  of  personal  spiritual  renewal 
and  the  need  for  changes  in  society  where 
all  people  can  share  in  the  spiritual  and 
material  resources  God  has  given. 

•  A  woman.  (Agreements  with  the 
Women’s  Division  in  1964  require  50 
percent  of  executives  to  be  women. ) 

•  A  person  with  respect  and 
appreciation  for  the  World  Division  staff 
members  already  in  place. 

•  At  home  with  heads  of  churches 
worldwide  ( “This  is  the  UMC’s  Secretary 
of  State”). 

Several  pastors  and  general  agency 
staff  persons  said  enough  congregations 
already  are  sending  their  own 
missionaries  that  a  new  separate  UM 
agency  —  formed  around  the  nucleus  of 
such  churches  —  might  be  able  to  raise 
as  much  money  in  the  second  year  as 
Global  Ministries  receives  now  from 
World  Service  apportionments. 

“We  know  how  to  send  missionaries; 
we’re  doing  it  now,”  Dr.  Thomas  said. 


1984 


ESCORTED  Particularly 

Planned  for 

TOURS 


United 

Methodists 


Be"  ^ 


AROUND  SOUTH  AMERICA  CRUISE  Jan.  24-Mar.  2 

A  leisurely  way  to  see  one  of  the  world's  most  fascinating  con¬ 
tinents.  We  board  the  deluxe  ROYAL  VIKING  SKY  (Norwegian 
registry)  in  Florida,  sail  via  Caribbean  ports  and  Panama  Canal  to 
Peru,  lake  district  of  Chile,  interesting  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Rio. 


TRANS-CANAL  CRUISE  January  26  -  February  5 

Fly  to  Houston  where  we  overnight  before  boarding  in  Galveston 
the  beautiful  STELLA  SOLARIS  (Greek  registry).  Sail  to  the  sunny 
ports  of  Cozumel,  Mexico,  Grand  Cayman  Islands  and  Jamaica. 

Make  a  fascinating  double  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal. 

SOUTH  PACIFIC  CRUISE  February  19  -  March  S 

Enjoy  the  enchantment  of  legendary  isles  of  the  South  Pacific. 
We  fly  from  California  to  Tahiti  to  board  the  ROYAL  VIKING  STAR 
(Norwegian  registry).  See  the  capital  of  Papeete,  breathtaking 
Bora  Bora,  the  interesting  cultures  of  Fiji,  Samoa,  Australia. 

ROYAL  INDIA  March  7  -  24 

A  unique  adventure!  Staying  at  some  of  the  world's  most  deluxe 
hotels.  Also  travel  on  "Palace  on  Wheels”,  a  beautifully  restored 
Maharajah's  train.  See  Taj  Mahal  at  full  moon,  lovely  Delhi,  the 
famous  caves  of  Ajanta  and  Ellora,  bustling  Bombay. 

J  T7T3  'p’T?  Fill  out  couP°n'  C'’P  anc*  send  for  ffee  illustrated  brochures  givinR 
i  JT  lYDE  complete  details.  Brochures  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  they  are  printed. 

!  0  S.  America  Cruise  0  Scandinavia  0  Western  USA  0  Oberammergau 

i  0  Trans-Canal  Cruise  0  India  0  Caribbean  0  Holy  Land  Cruise 

J  0  Delta  Queen  0  South  Pacific  0  Alaska,  Can.  Rockies  0  Colonial  South  Cruise 

\  0  China  0  North  Cape  0  British  Isles  Cruise 

i  Write:  U.  M.  TOURS 

|  Wayfarer  Group  Travel  Name - 

|  2200  Victory  Parkway  Address - 

I  Cincinnati,  Ohic  45206  City,  State _ _ _ Zip _ 10ME83 


''Imbalance’ alleged  in  global  work 

Second  mission  agency  proposed 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodism’s  world 
mission  agency  is  so  “unresponsive”  and 
“imbalanced,”  a  prominent  international 
mission  authority  said  here  last  week, 
that  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  authorize  an  alternate  mis¬ 
sionary  society. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  H.  Anderson,  the 
United  Methodist  director  of  the 
Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center,  told 
several  groups  of  Dallas-area  pastors 
here  last  week  that  he  had  decided  to  “go 
public”  after  eight  years  of  “painful,  but 
loyal  silence.  ” 

Dr.  Anderson  proposes  that  the  new 
agency  be  accountable  to  the  General 
Conference,  the  UMC’s  highest 
legislative  body,  but  that  it  rely  solely  on 
“voluntary”  support  from  local  churches 
and  individual  UM  members.  He  said  it 
might  be  called  “The  Missionary 
Society”  after  the  name  of  the  first 
mission  agency  chartered  by  General 
Conference  in  1820. 

Silence  kept 

Dr.  Anderson,  a  UM  missionary  in  the 
Philippines  for  10  years  and  a  noted 
theologian  of  missions,  said  he  began  to 
raise  questions  about  the  direction  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  eight  years  ago;  but  “out  of 
loyalty,  respect  and  appreciation”  for 
the  missionary  corps,  and  colleagues  on 
the  board  staff,  he  had  kept  his 
“silence.” 

“This  summer,”  Dr.  Anderson  told  a 
gathering  of  ministers  here  last  week,  “I 
concluded  the  time  had  come  when  it  was 
as  much  a  sign  of  loyalty  to  express 
concern  as  it  was  to  remain  silent.”  But, 
he  added,  it  was  very  painful  to  speak  out. 
Dr.  Anderson  said  the  board,  and  espe¬ 
cially  the  World  Division,  has  not  done  its 
theological  homework,  is  theologically 
“imprecise”  and  has  failed  to  provide 
leadership  for  the  church  in  discussion 


Dr.  Gerald  H.  Anderson 


of  its  mission  posture. 

Secondly,  he  asserted  here,  the  mission 
board  is  widely  perceived  as  being 
“imbalanced.”  That  is,  ministries  of 
social  change  have  priority  and 
ministries  of  evangelism  which 
“intentionally  and  explicitly  name  the 
Name  of  Jesus  Christ  and  call  persons  to 
faith  in  the  Gospel”  are  secondary.  He 
pointed  to  the  1982  annual  report  of  the 
agency  which  describes  mission  as 
“being  on  the  frontiers  of  race,  of 
economic  structure,  of  political  reality  or 
of  cultural  difference.  ” 

Faith  is  frontier 

But,  what  the  report  does  not  mention, 
said  Dr.  Anderson,  “is  that  faith  is  also  a 
frontier  where  we  are  called  to  witness.” 

Thirdly,  the  theologian  said,  the 
World  Division  is  “unresponsive  to  the 
pluralism”  of  United  Methodism.  He  said 
UM  members  have  become  increasingly 
frustrated  the  last  decade  as  they  have 
tried  repeatedly  to  get  this  message 
through  to  the  division.  One  result  is  that 
more  and  more  UM  money  is  going  to 


6 Technicolor 5  youths 
sell  people-pin  decals 


M1ERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 


MINNEAPOLIS  -  When  the 
“technicolor”  congregation  of  Oakland 
United  Methodist  Church  here  learned 
that  its  specialized  ministries  were 
threatened  because  of  financial 
problems,  the  members  responded. 

Among  others,  the  12  youth  of  the 
senior  high  Sunday  school  class  pitched 
in  by  designing  and  selling,  nationally, 
iron-on  decals  that  are  transferable  to  T- 
shirts,  banners,  tote  bags  and  book 
covers. 

Funds  raised  in  this  and  other  projects 
will  help  support  the  numerous 
specialized  community  outreach 
ministries  at  Oakland  such  as  “meals  on 
wheels,”  a  hot  lunch  program  for  senior 
citizens,  “senior  chore  project,”  which 
finds  jobs  for  senior  citizens;  “kinship 
friends,”  a  program  which  matches 
adults  with  young  children  from  single 
parent  homes,  and  a  crime  watch 
program. 

“We  really  wanted  to  help  the  church,” 
said  Jason  Tidwell,  the  16-year-old  artist 
who  drew  the  art  for  the  iron-on  decal. 
“My  Sunday  school  class  wanted  a  fund¬ 
raising  project  that  would  express  who 
we  are,  a  multi-colored  church. 

“We  decided  on  the  seven-color 
emblem  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  pin,  (entitled  ‘The  Many  Faces  of 
America’)  and  a  quote  from  one  of  our 
congregation's  favorite  affirmations 


written  by  a  Zimbabwe  minister,  the 
Rev.  Canaan  Banana:  “I  believe  in  a 
colorblind  God,  maker  of  a  technicolor 
people,  who  created  the  universe  and 
provided  abundant  resources  for 
equitable  distribution  among  all 
people,”  he  said. 

“Selling  the  decals  is  the  youths'  way 
of  spreading  the  good  news  about  the 
church,"  says  Mrs.  Cindee  Tidwell, 
group  leader.  “The  ‘Banana  Prayer’  and 
the  EMLC  symbol  have  been  very 
meaningful  for  minority  youth  because 
they  support  and  affirm  their  diversity 
as  children  of  God.  It’s  a  good  feeling  to 
be  affirmed,  and  I  believe  they  want  to 
support  the  church  because  the  church 
supports  them.” 

The  decals  are  $3  each  and  can  be 
obtained  by  writing  to  Oakland  Youth 
Talent  Project,  4405  Oakland  Avenue 
South,  Minneapolis.  Minn.  55407.  or 
calling  (612)  823-4483. 


parachurch  mission  organizations. 

While  Professor  John  Cobb  of  UM- 
related  Claremont  School  of  Theology, 
proposed  this  summer  that  the  General 
Conference  appoint  a  commission  on  the 
mission  of  the  church.  Dr.  Anderson  told 
the  Reporter  he  decided  to  propose 
another  tack.  He  said  he  believes  the 
creation  of  an  alternate  mission 
organization  would  be  responsive  to  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism  and  also 
would  be  more  responsive  to  overseas 
branches  of  Methodism  with  half  of  the 
directors  from  overseas  churches. 

Asked  if  his  proposal  meant  he  had 
given  up  on  any  hope  of  renewing  the 
board,  Dr.  Anderson  said,  “I  accept  the 
board  and  its  World  Division.  It  has  the 
integrity  of  General  Conference  action, 
democratically  elected  directors  and  a 
staff  with  program.  But,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  end  result  of  the  process  is  not 
able  to  serve  the  whole  church  in 
mission.  We  have  to  look  at  reality.” 

He  added  that  a  second  agency  would 
not  be  a  “threat”  but  would  serve  to 
reduce  frustration  in  the  church  by 
redirecting  it  into  constructive  channels. 

Among  the  Dallas  pastors  the  question 
was  raised  if  it  were  possible  to  create  a 
second  way  to  do  anything.  “It’s  just  the 
way  the  UMC  operates ;  there  is  only  one 
way  to  do  things,”  said  the  Rev.  Michael 
Walker,  president  of  “Good  News,”  the 
unofficial  evangelical  caucus.  He  said  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council  last  year 
submitted  a  plan  to  the  Restructure  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  mission  board  for  a  sec¬ 
ondary,  alternative  mission  agency.  He 
said,  “We  didn’t  even  get  a  rational 
response  citing  reasons  for  the  com¬ 
mittee's  rejecting  the  idea.  ’  ’ 

But  Dr.  Anderson  said  he  clearly  was 
not  identified  with  any  group  in  the 
church.  He  said  he  had  become 
concerned  and  was  aware  that 
professors  of  mission  at  several  UM 
seminaries  were  feeling  very  isolated 
from  the  board.  “When  was  the  last  time 
the  board  asked  the  seminaries  to  gather 
for  a  consultation  on  mission?  he  asked 
rhetorically,  noting  it  was  between  12 
and  14  years  ago. 

The  Rev.  Don  Waddell  of  Duncanville, 
Tex.,  a  former  missionary  in  Chile,  specu¬ 
lated  that  the  lack  of  theological  precision 
and  the  imbalance  might  be  traced  to  the 
increased  influence  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  starting  in  1964.  He  said  the 
women’s  division  missionaries  were  in¬ 
volved  in  education,  medical  and  social 
service  work  by-and-large  and  did  not 
have  any  theological  training.  He  said 
that  during  his  experience,  most  paid 
only  lip-service  to  the  church  while  on 
their  mission  assignments.  Then  in  1964 
when  a  merger  agreement  specified  50 
percent  of  the  board's  executives  were  to 
be  women,  many  of  these  same  people 
moved  into  leadership. 


THE  TOOL 

FOR  TODAY  S  CHURCH 


With  the  development  of  the  Interactive 
Church  Information  System  (ICIS).  the 
capabilities  of  the  IBM  Personal  Com¬ 
puter  have  been  applied  to  the  specific 
needs  of  today's  church.  ICIS  includes 
Membership,  Contributions.  Accounting, 
Planning,  Minister's  Personal  Manage¬ 
ment.  Music,  Education.  Assets  Man¬ 
agement,  and  Administration,  and  is 
designed  for  individuals  with  little  or  no 
experience  in  using  computer  systems. 
For  additional  information,  or  to  arrange 
for  an  in-church  demonstration,  contoct: 

The  Croigmlle*  Building 

170  North  Ocoee  Street 

ACC  Corporation  Cleveland  Tenne«ee373l 

6IS47R-.Vl.T6 
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Religious  influence  consistent  at  UM-related  school 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following 
article  profiling  one  singularly 
Significant  United  Methodist-related 
School  concludes  a  Reporter  series  on  the 
denomination  and  its  relationships  to  its 
Colleges  and  universities. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

'  BIRMINGHAM  —  Anyone  who  insists 
on  a  concise  I-can-put-my-finger-on-it  de¬ 
finition  of  what  is  special  about  a  church 
college  would  have  a  hard  time  finding  it 
at  United  Methodist-related  Birming¬ 
ham-Southern  College. 

But  anyone  willing  to  listen  carefully 
here  to  students,  chaplains,  teachers, 
staff  members,  presidents  and 
admissions  officers  will  find  the 
definition.  It  comes  in  small  but 
consistent  pieces. 

Kathleen  Real,  senior  art  major  from 
Dothan,  Ala.,  is  a  Presbyterian.  She  also 
i?  what  any  college  would  love  to  have  — 
a  scholar/athlete,  winner  of  the 
Academic  All-American  rating  last  year 
as  a  tennis  team  star  with  a  3.6  grade 
point  average  (based  on  straight-A  at 
4.0). 

“I’m  not  a  religious  fanatic,”  the  coed 
told  the  Reporter.  “But  I  like  it  the  way  it 
is  here.  Chapel  is  available  but  it’s  not 
forced  on  anyone.  It’s  nice  to  feel  I  can 
talk  about  God  if  I  want  to.  I  had  an 
education  class  last  summer,  and  we 
talked  very  openly  about  how  God  is  at 
the  base  of  everything.” 

Greg  James,  junior  pre-med  major 
from  Hartselle,  Ala.,  was  raised  a  United 
Methodist.  From  the  time  a  Birming¬ 
ham-Southern  College  recruiter  came  to 
his  junior  high  school,  he  was  aware  that 
Southern  is  a  United  Methodist-related 
school.  “That’s  just  another  plus,”  the 
Concert  Choir  president  said. 


Looking  For  Help 


it  I 


* 


SUSHIL  is  a  child  of  India  and  his  little 
shirt  is  held  together  with  safety  pins  I 
That's  how  he  looked  the  first  day  he 
arrived  at  the  Don  Bosco  Welfare  Center 
in  India.  Sushil  and  his  family  ore  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Santal  Tribe  of  people  —  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  in  all  of  India. 

YOU  COULD  SPONSOR  SUSHIL  or  anoth¬ 
er  child  like  him  through  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  The  sponsorship  fee  of  $13  a 
month  —  less  than  44C  a  day  —  would 
provide  a  child  with  food  for  body  and 
spirit  while  receiving  a  good  education. 
No  contracts  are  signed  by  the  sponsor. 
Administrative  costs  are  kept  at  a  mini¬ 
mum  so  the  majority  of  funds  —  91%  in 
1982  —  can  be  sent  on  for  the  children's 
food  and  other  essentials. 

WHAT  ABOUT  CORRESPONDENCE?  You 
can  write  your  child  if  you  wish  and  you 
will  receive  o  reply.  The  WCI  staff  will 
send  full  information  to  you  on  the  child, 
sharing  his  or  her  name,  address,  photo, 
case  history  plus  information  on  the 
Christian  orphanage  where  he  or  she 
receives  care. 

ARE  DONATIONS  TO  WCI  TAX  DEDUCT¬ 
IBLE?  Yes.  WCI  is  a  registered  501(c)(3) 
organization.  We  also  furnish  each  spon¬ 
sor  with  an  oudit  copy. 

WONT  YOU  JOIN  OUR  FAMILY  OF 
SPONSORS?  Many  have  found  the  spon¬ 
sorship  program  to  be  a  wonderful  one-to- 
one  relationship  with  a  needy  child. 
Write  todoy: 


i 


I  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  whvrs  the  | 

n**d  Is  greatest -  j 

Enclosed  is  payment  lor  first  month  | 


|  S.r. 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box 
2979,  Winter  Haven,  Flo.  33880. 


Just  how  much  other  "distinction” 
Birmingham-Southern  possesses  has 
been  measured  and  proclaimed  by  at 
least  two  major  national  periodicals. 

In  1976,  and  again  in  1982,  in  an  updated 
version,  Changing  Times  magazine 
included  Birmingham-Southern  in  its  list 
of  50  colleges  “that  offer  high  academic 
standards  and  below-average  prices.” 
Two  other  UM-related  schools  were  on 
the  list,  Hendrix  College  in  Arkansas  and 
Millsaps  College  in  Mississippi. 

The  popular  consumer-oriented 
magazine  said  it  found  that  these  schools 
enroll  freshmen  with  higher-than-nation- 
al-average  test  scores,  practice 
somewhat  selective  (academic)  admis¬ 
sions  policies  and  send  a  good  propor¬ 
tion  of  their  graduates  on  for  further 
study. 

In  1979,  Money  magazine  sharpened 
the  accolade  even  more.  It  included 
Birmingham-Southern  on  its  list  of  “10 
private-college  bargains.”  These  were 
cited  as  “the  best  —  and  most  affordable 
—  of  the  country’s  four-year, 
coeducation,  private  liberal  arts 
colleges.”  Birmingham-Southern  was 
the  only  southern  school  on  the  list;  the 
only  other  UM-related  school  cited  was 
Albright  College  in  Reading,  Pa. 

“Religion  does  not  get  in  the  way  of 
academics,”  continued  Mr.  James,  “but 
students  know  the  chaplain  and  other 
counselors  are  available  if  they  have  a 
need.  Students  also  know  that  they  are 
not  going  to  be  indoctrinated  to  become 


in  the  hard  chairs;  rather  there  is  plenty 
of  note-taking  as  the  casually,  cleanly- 
dressed  young  men  and  women  listen  to 
and  discuss  ideas  from  the  writings  of 
sociologists  Peter  Berger  and  Thomas 
Luckmann. 

“Society  cannot  do  without  meaning, 
motivation  and  identity,”  Dr.  Wingard 
says.  “And  religion  is  society’s  chief 
agency  charged  with  working  on  these 
issues.  Those  are  larger  issues  than  how 
many  were  in  church  last  Sunday.  ’’ 

Drs.  Wingard  and  Jackson  and 
Birmingham-Southern  president  Neal  R. 
Berte  are  principal  figures  in  decisions 
made  six  and  seven  years  ago  to  make 
the  college  clearly,  intentionally  and 
unapologetically  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

By  charter,  the  college  is  owned  and 
operated  by  the  two  annual  conferences 
of  the  Birmingham  Area  —  North 
Alabama  and  Alabama-West  Florida. 
Birmingham-Southern  is  physically 
within  the  North  Alabama  conference 
bounds,  and  the  area  bishop’s  office  is  on 
its  campus  based  on  a  long-term,  low- 
cost  lease  arrangement.  Alabama  United 
Methodists  also  own  and  operate 
Huntingdon  College,  which  is  in  the 
Alabama-West  Florida  conference 
bounds.  The  annual  conferences  meet  on 
their  respective  campuses,  and  many 
members  of  both  conferences  are 
graduates  of  one  school  or  the  other. 

Dr.  Berte  became  president  of 


“This  is  the  wrong  time  for  the  church 
to  be  piddling  around  in  higher  educa¬ 
tion  .  .  .  The  schools  we  have  must  be 
strong  and  effective.” 


United  Methodists  before  they  graduate.” 

Chaplain  Stewart  Jackson,  in  his  office 
across  the  hilly,  wooded  campus,  plays 
back  some  of  the  same  sentiments. 
'“People  study  here!  There’s  an 
intentionality  about  why  people  are  here. 
They  are  serious  about  their  careers, 
their  relationships,  their  religious 
experiences.  Conversations  about  God  go 
on  not  only  in  the  dorms,  as  they  surely 
do  on  almost  all  campuses,  but  also  in  the 
classrooms. 

“People  who  work  here  go,  for  the 
most  part,  to  local  United  Methodist 
churches.  And  the  people  in  food  service, 
for  example,  see  their  work  as  a  part  of 
their  extended  ministry. 

“People  see  God  in  each  other  here.  A 
student  once  mentioned  what  had  been 
important  religious  influences  to  her 
here.  She  named  her  own  departmental 
mentor  and  a  secretary  in  another 
department.  There  was  no  way  for  that 
secretary  to  know  how  important  she 
was  to  that  student.” 

The  theme  of  his  campus  ministry,  Dr. 
Jackson  said,  is  liberation.  “That  is  what 
the  liberal  arts  are  about,”  he  said. 
‘.‘Setting  people  free.  And  we  ask  the 
students:  Beyond  what  you  have  learned 
in  the  church  and  maybe  in  para-church 
organizations,  what  is  the  liberating 
gospel? 

“We  try  to  complement  the  school’s 
academics.  United  Methodist  schools 
allow  us  this  freedom  to  relate  to  the 
faculty.  The  chaplain’s  office  is  not  an 
adjunct  service;  it  is  central  to  the 
school’s  mission.” 

Then  one  treks  back  across  campus  to 
Munger  Hall,  the  main  academic 
building,  to  a  classroom  for  a  course  on 
Religion  and  Society.  All  35  chairs  are 
filled,  and  the  college’s  director  of 
church  relations,  the  Rev.  Bob  Wingard, 
is  lecturing. 

Dr.  Wingard,  like  Dr.  Jackson,  holds  a 
doctorate  from  Emory  University  in  At¬ 
lanta.  He  reminds  the  students  that  they 
are  studying  sociological  analyses  of  reli¬ 
gion.  The  main  question,  he  says,  is  how 
is  religion  faring  in  modern  society? 

References  to  God  and  Jesus  come  up 
naturally  during  the  hour-long  lecture 
and  discussion.  There  is  little  squirming 


MY  SAVINGS  ARE  HELPING 
TO  BUILD  CHURCHES 

Good  stewardship  is  more  than 
giving  to  worthy  causes.  It  in¬ 
volves  total  money  management. 

There’s  a  way  United  Method¬ 
ists  can  use  their  savings  to  help 
build  new  churches,  renovate  ex¬ 
isting  ones  and  enable  churches 
to  expand  their  ministries. 

That  way  is  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Development  Fund.  More 
than  2,500  individuals  like  Mar¬ 
tha  Pinckney,  Secretary,  are 
certificate  holders  in  UMDF. 
Certificates  can  be  purchased  for 
$100  or  more.  Investors  get  a  9% 
return  on  their  investment.  More 
than  700  agencies  of  the  church 
invest  in  the  fund. 

Write  for  information  to: 

Ms.  Nova  Langston 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303-1 E 
New  York,  NY  10115 
(212)  870-3856 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

the  Upper  Room  alive  new  l  Christian  home 


THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.O  Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202 


Birmingham-Southern  College  in 
February  1976.  Enrollment  was  below 
800,  buildings  needed  some  overdue 
maintenance,  and  income  trailed 
expenses.  For  three  years  the  school  had 
carried  on  an  “open  discussion”  about 
the  possibility  of  selling  its  campus  to 
Miles  College,  a  small,  black, 
independent  school  in  Birmingham,  and 
moving  to  the  city’s  outskirts.  The 
predominantly-black  neighborhood 
surrounding  the  campus  had  seen  better 
days.  But  Miles  College  couldn’t  come  up 
with  the  money. 

“Thank  God  the  move  didn’t  happen,” 
Dr.  Berte  says  during  an  interview  in  his 
tasteful,  compact  office.  The  United 
Methodist  layman,  a  veteran  of  higher 
education  administration  though  still  in 
his  40s,  accepted  the  presidency  only  on 
the  condition  that  he  could  put  together  a 
fresh  team  and  start  over. 

“We  felt  strongly  about  our  church 
relationships,”  he  says,  “and  we  didn’t 
apologize  for  them.  They  give  some 
distinctions  and  some  focus  to  our 
mission.  If  they  did  not,  we  would  be  no 
different  from  any  run-of-the-mill  school. 

“We  decided  very  consciously  to  lift  up 
our  church  relations.  We  hired  a 
chaplain;  the  school  had  had  none  in 
recent  years.  And  we  hired  a  director  of 
church  relations;  there  had  been  none. 
These  were,  you  might  say,  gutsy,  faith 
actions. 

Church  backs  moves 

“We  went  to  the  annual  conferences 
and  told  them  they  were  not  doing  right 
financially  by  the  school.  And  the  North 
Alabama  Conference  launched  a 
scholarship  drive  and  raised  $1.5  million 
in  five  years. 

“We  set  up  a  scholar-identification 
campaign  so  churches  could  nominate 
outstanding  students  to  compete  for 
scholarships  at  Southern.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  was  then  and  is  now  a 
major  constituency  of  this  college.” 

The  college  faculty  increased  from  61 
to  93  full-time  between  1976  to  1983.  Six 
million  dollars  were  spent  to  improve 
the  physical  plant  and  new  buildings 
erected  to  house  the  learning  center,  the 
area  UM  offices,  and  a  field  house. 


Dr.  Berte  is  proud  of  other 
manifestations  of  the  religious  influence 
on  campus.  “In  addition  to  our  own 
chaplain,  Episcopalian,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Southern  Baptist  campus  ministers 
are  here  part-time. 

“Bible  study  groups  meet  regularly. 
And  our  students  participate  in  social 
service  projects  such  as  working  in  half¬ 
way  houses.  One  hundred  of  our  students 
tutor  disadvantaged  young  people. 

“A  lot  of  our  graduates  enter  the 
ministry  —  primarily,  of  course,  the 
United  Methodist  ministry.  Our  campus 
houses  a  center  for  Emory  University’s 
doctor  of  ministry  program. 

“We  have  raised  $425,000  toward  a  goal 
of  $600,000  to  endow  a  chair  in  religion. 
Dr.  Wingard,  who  holds  that  chair,  has 
been  in  more  than  250  churches. 

Conferences  provide  $250,000 

“We  are  trying  to  serve  the  church, 
and  we  receive  support  from  the  church. 
The  two  conferences  between  them 
provide  us  about  $250,000  annually. 

“Two  other  programs  are  paying 
dividends  for  the  college.  We  have  what 
we  call  the  Amabassador  Program.  We 
send  out  teams  of  students,  typically  in 
pairs,  on  invitation  to  local  churches.” 

In  addition  to  these  personal  contacts 
between  students  and  local  churches,  the 
college  sponsors  on-campus  events 
designed  to  bring  pastors  and  laypersons 
to  the  hilltop  site  only  minutes  from 
downtown  Birmingham. 

A  convocation  Nov.  8-10,  for  instance, 
-will  offer  continuing  education  for 
pastors,  counselors,  chaplains,  Christian 
educators  and  their  spouses  on  religion 
and  the  modern  family. 

College  serves  local  churches 
Also  at  small  cost  is  a  program 
offering  Birmingham-Southern  faculty 
members  as  “visiting  professors”  for 
local  churches.  A  church  can  hear  a 
history  professor  lecture  on  “John 
Wesley’s  England”  or  a  business 
professor  discuss  “Foreign  Aid: 
Christian  charity,  good  investment,  or 
waste?” 

The  college,  like  every  other  U.S. 
higher  education  institution,  must  prove 
itself  periodically  to  its  peers  through 
regional  accredition  inspections. 
Accreditation  is  vital  to  the  school 
because  it  helps  validate  its  programs  to 
students  and  prospects  and  helps  its 
graduates  have  course  credits  and 
degrees  recognized  at  graduate  or 
professional  schools. 

But  Birmingham-Southern  didn’t  stop 
at  satisfying  some  outsiders  about  its 
quality.  It  recently  passed  the  mid-point 
of  a  two-year  self-study  chaired  by  Dr. 
Diane  Brown,  professor  of  French.  The 
study  was  considered  so  important  that 
Dr.  Brown,  a  19-year  veteran  of  the 
faculty,  was  given  a  reduced  teaching 
load  to  lead  the  study. 

The  self-study  leaders  came  up  last 
summer  with  a  one-page  “mission 
statement”  for  the  school  which  they 
proceeded  to  test  against  actual  college 
operations.  The  statement’s  third  and 
final  paragraph  acknowledged  the 
school’s  denominational  relatedness. 
Then  it  said,  “Mindful  of  the  ecumenical 
spirit  of  Methodism,  we  do  not  impose 
denominational,  national,  racial  or 
ethnic  restrictions  on  our  students, 
faculty,  or  staff.  The  most  responsible 
service  we  can  give  to  the  church  is  to 
perform  with  distinction  our  educational 
function  as  a  liberal  arts  college.” 

Strong  schools  needed 

Dr.  Wingard  takes  a  typically  frank 
southern  view  of  things.  “This  is  the 
wrong  time  for  the  church  to  be  piddling 
around  in  higher  education.  The  church 
doesn’t  need  to  be  in  it  massively, 
because  the  church  can’t  educate  the 
whole  society.  But  the  schools  we  have 
must  be  strong  and  effective.” 

One  measure  of  just  how  well 
Birmingham-Southern  College  is  doing 
comes  from  Tom  Bailey,  managing 
editor  of  the  local  daily  morning 


Inf  ant  formula  makers 
agree  to  marketing  code 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Two  more  U.S. 
infant  formula  manufacturers  have 
joined  Bristol-Myers  in  agreeing  to 
comply  entirely  with  an  international 
code  for  marketing  the  formula  in 
developing  (Third  World)  nations. 

The  agreement  was  lauded  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  panel  which  has  studied 
marketing  practices  of  the  companies  for 
three  years.  The  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force,  headed  by  the  Rev.  Philip 
Wogaman,  called  the  commitment  by  the 
three  U.S.  companies  “a  significant  step 
in  affirming  the  WHO  (World  Health 
Organization)  code  in  areas  of  the  most 
urgent  need.” 

The  latest  commitment  came  from  the 
Ross  division  of  Abbott  Laboratories  and 


Wyeth  Laboratories,  a  unit  of  American 
Home  Products.  Bristol-Myers  presented 
a  similar  proposal  to  the  task  force  at  its 
June  meeting  in  Washington.  The  WHO 
code  addresses  the  practices  of  labeling 
breast  milk  substitutes,  halting  the 
supplies  of  gift  packs  for  new  mothers, 
stopping  free  gift  samples  to  doctors  and 
restricting  bonuses  based  on  formula 
sales. 

Dr.  Wogaman  called  the  agreement  by 
the  three  U.S.  companies  “a  major 
accomplishment,”  recalling  earlier 
meetings  when  “the  representatives 
from  the  companies  seemed  very 
negative  with  regards  to  the  code,” 
although  they  were  complying  with 
certain  provisions  of  the  code. 


Louisiana  Area  bishop  dies 


BATON  ROUGE  —  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  66,  of  the  Louisiana  Area,  died 
Oct.  3  after  suffering  a  massive  cerebral 
hemorrhage  at  his  home  last  Thursday 
evening.  Sept.  29. 

Born  in  Ozark,  Arkansas,  Bishop 
Shamblin  served  student  pastorates 
while  attending  the  University  of 
Arkansas  and  then  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  After  graduating  from 
seminary,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
North  Arkansas  Annual  Conference, 
serving  appointments  there  until  1961 
when  he  was  appointed  to  St.  Luke’s 


UMC  in  nuuaiun.  Between  1961  and  1976 
he  developed  both  a  radio  and  television 
ministry.  During  this  time  he  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  General  Conference  three 
times  by  the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  of  1976  elected  Dr.  Shamblin  to 
the  episcopacy  and  assigned  him  to  the 
Louisiana  Area.  He  was  expecting  to  retire 
from  the  active  episcopacy  next  August. 

The  bishop  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Virginia  and  a  son,  the  Rev.  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  St.  Paul 
UMC,  Garland.  Tex. 


Two  liturgical  dancers  face  the  free-hanging  cross  above  the  central  altar 
in  Yeilding  Chapel  on  the  campus  of  Birmingham-Southern  College.  At  least 
five  religious  services  are  held  each  week  in  the  modern  circular  chapel. 


newspaper.  A  Birmingham  native  but 
not  a  Birmingham-Southern  graduate,  he 
told  the  Reporter  that  the  school  is 
“probably  the  best  school  in  the  state, 
academically.  Its  prestige  is  larger  than 
its  actual  size. 

Historic  UMC 
says  ‘no  thanks’ 

BALTIMORE  —  Trustees  of  historic 
Lovely  Lane  UMC  here  have  turned 
down  a  state/federal  grant  of  $50,000  to 
help  restore  the  exterior  of  what  is  some¬ 
times  known  as  “the  mother  church  of 
American  Methodism.” 

Trustees  explained  that  they  refused 
the  grant  because  acceptance  of  it 
would  have  given  the  Maryland  state 
preservation  officer  “almost  complete 
control”  over  what  the  congregation 
could  do  with  the  building  in  the  future.” 

Senior  minister  the  Rev.  Emora  T. 
Brannan  said  it  was  not  easy  to  turn 
down  the  $50,000,  “but,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  it  was  not  possible  to  accept 
it  either.”  A  church-wide  campaign, 
authorized  by  the  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  raise  $10  million  to  help  restore 
the  building  has  raised  approximately 
$850,000. 


Bicentennial  minute 


1812 

‘rule’ 

cited 


By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 
On  October  6,  1812,  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  examined  and  enacted  the 
Slave  Rule  which  said,  in  part,  “No 
member  of  our  Society  shall  purchase 
a  Slave  except  in  cases  of  mercy  or 
humanity  to  the  Slave  purchased.” 
The  document  further  described  the 
conditions  which  constituted  “Mercy 
or  Humanity,”  conditions  guaran¬ 
teeing  the  eventual  freedom  of  the 
Slave,  and  the  penalty  of  exclusion 
from  the  Methodist  Society  for  one 
failing  to  abide  by  the  provisions  of 
the  “Slave  Rule.” 


Religious  caucus  formed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FAIRFAX,  Va.  —  A  new  special 
interest  caucus,  United  Methodists  for 
Religious  Liberty  and  Human  Rights, 
was  formed  here  Sept.  24. 

It  was  created  in  reaction  to  the  pleas 
of  persecuted  Christians  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  last  summer  and  the 
WCC’s  “inadequate”  response,  said 
Diane  Knippers,  temporary  convenor  of 
the  group. 

The  unofficial  caucus  will  work  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
cause  of  religious  liberty,  she  said.  It  is 
affiliated  with  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  in  Washington  D.C.  The 
institute  has  drawn  considerable 
attention  the  last  two  years  with  its 
criticism  that  mainline  Protestant 
churches  and  ecumenical  groups  are 
weak  in  their  support  of  democratic 
options  in  other  countries  and  that  they 
tend  to  be  silent  on  human  rights  abuses 
by  Marxist  and  communist  governments. 


At  its  first  meeting  here,  the  caucus 
wrote  petitions  to  the  General 
Conference  asking  it  to  add  phrases  to 
the  United  Methodist  Social  Creed  and 
the  Social  Principles  statements  on 
“Rights  of  Religious  Minorities,”  “Basic 
Freedoms”  and  “Political  Responsi¬ 
bility.” 

The  additional  language  would  commit 
United  Methodists  to  the  rights  and 
dignity  of  religious  minorities  as  well  as 
to  racial  and  ethnic  minorities.  It  also 
would  add  phrases  from  the  United 
Nations  Declaration  on  the  Elimination 
of  All  Forms  of  Intolerance  and  of 
Discrimination  Based  on  Religion  or 
Belief. 

Thirteen  United  Methodists  from  11 
states  attended  the  first  meeting  of  the 
caucus  which  is  open  to  any  United  Meth¬ 
odist  who  first  becomes  a  member  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy, 
said  Ms.  Knippers,  who  is  on  the  IRD  staff. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

TOUR  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY, 
London,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Slonehenge. 
Amsterdam,  and  more.  June  20-July  4,  1984.  Price 
from  NYC  $1784.  Contact  Priscilla  Lowery-Hawkins, 

258  S.  Lotas,  Porterville,  CA  93257. 

PECANS  FOR  YOUR  FUND  RAISING  PROJECT. 
Call  toll  free,  1(800)841-4350,  Orchard  Pecan 
Company,  P.O.  Box  727,  Albany.  Georgia  31702,  Ask 
for  Rodney. 

HISTORY  OF  DUDLEY'S  CHAPEL.  1783-1983" 
recounts  story  of  first  Methodist  Church  in  Queen 
Anne's  County,  Ml)  and  one  of  the  earliest  surviving 
in  nation.  Includes  marriages,  grave  records, 
ministers.  $5.00  Write  P.O.  Box  C,  Sudlersville,  MD 
21668. 

ART  APPRAISALS  throughout  Southwest.  Certified 

for  insurance,  estates,  donations.  Tucker  Appraisal 
Associates,  River  Oaks  Shopping  Center.  Houston. 
(713)529-8878 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  FOR  CHILDREN,  youth  and 
adull  choirs.  Salary  negotiable.  Lakewood  United 
Methodist  Church.  1510  Furman  Road,  Jacksonville. 

FL  32217.  (904-733-8477) 

WOMENS  PROGRAM  BOOK:  11  programs.  8 
devolionals,  potpourri  of  ideas  for  coordinators  All 
from  evangelical  point  of  view.  64  pages,  av  <  11“ 
Order  "Let  Your  Light  So  Shine,"  $3.75  each,  from: 
Good  News,  Wiiinore.  KY  40390. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/CHILDREN'S  MINIS¬ 
TRIES,  opportunity  to  expand  good  youth  program, 
develop  additional  children’s  ministries  for  person 
who  loves  to  work  with  youth/children,  salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume,  references  to  Robert  Fox, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  669, 
Kissimmee,  FL  32742-0669. 

1984  PASSION  PLAY  -  PLUS  Portugal.  Spain. 
Morocco,  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland.  Personally 
escorted  by:  Dr  and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  Texas  75214.  Brochure  available. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  lo  work  wilh 

predominantly  black  UMC  congregations  in 
Nashville  District  and  in  admissions  for  Scarrill 
College.  Contact  the  Rev  John  Corrv.  Meharry 
Medical  College.  Nashville,  TN  37208  by  Oct.  31 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
PROGRAMMING,  volunteer  ministry  development, 
training,  resourcing,  1,400  member  congregation, 
multiple  staff,  growing  community  adjacent  to 
Orlando,  salary  negotiable,  outstanding  opportunity 
for  trained,  experienced  person  who  enjoys  working 
with  people.  Send  resume,  references  to  Roberl  Fox. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  669. 
Kissimmee,  FL  32742-0669. 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOURS:  Two 

16-dav  tours  departing  Denver,  CO,  or  NYC,  Rev. 
James  Barnes,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 
Denver,  Tour  Host.  June  14-29  —  Passion  Play  & 
Holy  Land.  Ml.  Nebo,  Amman,  Galilee,  Jerusalem.  & 
Masada.  July  17- Aug.  1  -  Passion  Play  &  Danube 
Capitals.  Salzburg,  Prague.  Budapest  &  Vienna.  For 
brochure  write  1820  Broadway.  Denver,  CO  80202,  or 
call  1-303-839-1493. 

VISIT  INDIA  with  former  UMC  missionary  See 

historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations.  Departures  Oct.  83-Jan.  84.  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave.  Richfield  UMC.  5835  Lyndale  Ave. 

S..  Minneapolis,  MN  55419. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  desired  for 
2400  member  First  UMC.  Odessa,  Texas.  Experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Current  program  is  extremely  active. 
Strong  church  support.  Resumes:  Pastor,  45  N.  Lee, 
Odessa,  TX  79761 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  CHURCH'S  HISTORY 
Publish  it  Celebrate  its  anniversary.  Free  brochure, 
estimates.  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories.  Sanders  Printing,  Box  160-Ml, 
Garrelson.  SD  57030  1 605  )  594-3427. 
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Wally  White  Lecture  Series 
To  Be  Held  At  Alexandria 


The  Annual  Wally  White  Lectures  will 
be  held  October  30  through  November  1, 
at  7:00  p.m.  nightly  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria. 

The  series,  “Perspectives  For  Living," 
is  given  annually  in  memory  of  Wally 
White,  child  of  Paul  and  Joanne  White, 
who  died  May  21,  1974  from  a  swimming 
pool  accident. 

This  year’s  leadership  includes  The 
Honorable  Claude  Denson  Pepper,  a 
member  of  Congress  from  the  state  of 
Florida,  who  served  in  the  Senate  from 
1936-1951.  He  is  particularly  known  for 
his  work  with  the  elderly.  A  second 
participant  is  Roger  P.  Guissinger, 
Secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Department 
of  Health  and  Human  Resources.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  knowledgeable  people  in 
the  state  in  the  area  of  resourcing  human 
needs,  and  especially  the  elderly. 

Rev.  Glen  Edwards,  another  par¬ 
ticipant,  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
Baptist  ministers  of  the  state  and  is 
currently  Director  of  the  Division  of 
Church-Minister  Relations  of  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention. 

Carol  Sue  Stover,  Guest  Soloist  for  this 
year’s  lecture  series,  lives  in  Ashville, 


Guissinger  Edwards 


North  Carolina.  She  has  performed 
exclusively  for  churches,  benefits, 
conferences  and  youth  functions  and  is  a 
nationally-known  recording  artist. 


Will  The  Real  John  Wesley 


Please  Stand 

The  rather  ‘look  alike”  John  Wesley,  abo'  e  left,  is  Bill  Vance,  a  retired  Frontier 
Airlines  pilot,  who  interrupted  Rev.  BeverU  Bond,  right  above,  as  he  preached  the 
homecoming  sermon  on  September  25  at  the  Springhill  United  Methodist  Church. 
Vance  and  his  wife  Lee  helped  the  congregation  celebrate  their  fifth  homecoming 
event. 

Vance  and  his  wife  are  preparing  a  new  play  on  the  life  of  John  Wesley,  to  be  given 
at  the  General  Conference  in  Baltimore  in  1984. 

Following  the  services,  the  congregation,  *‘Mr.  Wesley,”  and  other  visitors  shared  a 
covered  dish  luncheon. 


The  Special  Evangelism  Task  Force  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  is  shown  above, 
meeting  with  Dr.  Vance  Archer  (top  left  in  top  photo).  Members  are:  Jimmy  Pyles, 
Byrl  Moreland,  Joe  McClain,  Clyde  Frazier,  Don  Emler,  Stone  Caraway,  Harvey 
Williamson  and  Chairperson,  Jim  Wyche. 


The  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  is  shown  above  at  their  October  1  meeting  as 
they  planned  for  the  remainder  of  1983  and  projected  programming  for  1984.  In  the 
picture,  counterclockwise  around  the  table  are:  Pleasant  Sibley,  Vernita  Booker,  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  Rev.  Henry  Bowden,  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  Chair  of  the  Board. 
Rev.  Don  Avery,  Mary  Lou  Blakeman,  Mrs.  James  Goins,  and  Rev.  Doug  Cain.  Staff 
member  Patterson  Culligan  served  as  the  photographer. 


Conference-Wide  Evangelism 
Event  Set  For  February  ’84 


Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Vance 
Archer  and  other  staff  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  a 
conference-wide  evangelism  event  will 
be  held  February  20-23,  1984  at  the 
Capitol  House  Hotel,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  event,  which  begins  at  noon  on 
Monday,  February  20,  and  closes  at  noon 
on  Thursday,  February  23,  has  as  its 
theme:  “Equipping  the  Church  for 
Membership  Care  and  Growth  in  the 
Wesleyan  Tradition.”  It  is  sponsored  by 
the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  and 


is  open  to  all  clergy  and  laity.  CEU  credit 
will  be  given  ministers  participating  in 
this  program. 

The  areas  of  instruction  are:  (1) 
Motivation  of  Ministers  for  Pastoral 
Care;  (2)  Promoting  Equipment  of 
Laity;  (3)  Wesley  on  Traditions  for 
Church  Growth;  (4)  Development  of 
Wesleyan  Small  Groups;  (5) 
Membership  Care  Through  the  Church 
School;  and  (6)  Membership  Care 
Through  Worship  and  Music. 


Dr.  A.  C.  ‘Cheesy'  V or  an 
Conducts  Choral  Workshop 


Picturesque  Feliciana  Retreat  Center 
near  Norwood,  Louisiana,  was  the  site 
for  the  Zachary  United  Methodist  Church 
Choir’s  first  choral  workshop.  Dr.  A.  C. 
“Cheesy”  Voran,  founder  and  former 
director  of  the  world-renowned 
Centenary  College  Choir  of  Shreveport, 
was  the  choral  director  for  the 
September  17  &  18th  event.  Voran,  who 
retired  from  the  college  choir  post  after 
thirty-five  years  as  its  director, 
continued  until  December  1982  as 
director  of  the  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  Choir  of  Shreveport. 

During  his  forty-five  years  at  Noel,  he 
built  that  church  choral  group  into  one  of 
the  leading  church  choirs  in  the  South. 
With  his  expertise  in  the  field  of  religious 
music,  Voran  both  challenged  and 
inspired  the  twenty-five  Zachary  singers 
as  they  tackled  a  wide  variety  of  choral 
literature,  from  Bach  to  the  contem¬ 
porary  style  of  Beebe. 

Sidney  Montegudo,  choir  director  for 
the  Zachary  Church  and  a  former 
member  of  the  Centenary  College  Choir, 
coordinated  the  event.  Montegudo, 
whose  Bachelor  of  Science  and  BacheTor 
of  Music  degrees  were  earned  at 
Centenary,  is  a  diaconal  minister  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  John  Senick,  a 
doctoral  candidate  in  music  at  Louisiana 
State  University  and  organist  for  the 
Zachary  Church,  served  as  accompanist 
for  the  workshop.  Reverend  Gilbert 


Doran  A.  C.  Voran 


Wade,  pastor  of  the  Zachary  Church,  and 
his  wife  Mamye,  were  among  those 
attending  the  rewarding  two-day  event. 

Deaths 

The  infant  son  of  Rev.  Steve  and  Diane 
Spurlock  died  October  5,  during  the  time 
they  were  attending  Bishop  Shamblin’s 
funeral.  It  was  a  crib  death. 

Ruth  Robinson  Pickett,  88,  widow  of 
the  late  Bishop  J.  Waskom  Picket,  died 
October  3,  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 


Persons ,  Churches  &  Events 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  of  LSU  in  Baton  Rouge  is  featuring  a  series  of 
lectures  to  be  given  by  Dr.  David  Trickett  beginning  October  26th  at  7:30  p.m. 
and  continuing  for  three  consecutive  Wednesday  nights.  ‘‘Moral  Imagination 
and  The  Religious  Right"  is  the  title  of  the  October  26th  lecture.  On  November 
2nd  Dr.  Trickett  speaks  on  “Social  Vision  of  the  Religious  Right:  A  Look  At 
Scientific  Creationism”  and  on  November  9th,  “The  Formation  or  De- 
Formation  of  Character?  Cults  on  the  Campus.”  There  will  be  a  reception 
honoring  Dr.  Trickett  following  the  first  lecture.  The  public  is  invited  to  attend 
the  series. 

j  A  clergy  Economics  Conference  will  be  held  November  14-16  at  Centenary 
College.  The  conference  is  presented  by  Centenary  College  and  the  Louisiana 
Council  on  Ecomomic  Education,  and  will  be  conducted  by  Dr.  Barrie 
Richardson,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Business  and  Economics  and  Dr.  Harold  R. 
Christensen,  Assistant  Professor  of  Economics  at  Centenary.  The  goal  of  the 
conference  is  to  bring  together  a  diverse  group  of  ministers  to  study  economics. 
It  is  designed  to  provide  a  foundation  in  traditional  economics,  with  an 
emphasis  on  current  economic  problems.  V?  CEU  credits  will  be  offered  to 
those  taking  the  course.  Registration  information  may  be  obtained  by 
contacting  Dr.  Christensen’s  office  at  Centenary  College. 

*  *  * 

_  Seventeen  students  from  the  University  of  Southwest  Louisiana  in  Lafayette 
met  on  September  8th  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  WesClub  on  that  campus. 
The  students  who  attended  this  meeting  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  a  sharing,  giving 
community  who  will  meet  the  needs  of  their  surroundings.  The  same  students 
met  again  September  15  and  elected  officers,  who  are:  Clayton  Harper, 
President;  Steven  Smith,  Treasurer;  and  Martha  McCorkel,  Secretary. 
WesClub  meets  every  Thursday  afternoon  at  5:30  to  discuss  ideas  and  share 
thoughts.  Wesley  Singers  are  a  group  of  students  who  gather  on  Sundays  at  5:00 
p.m.  to  sing  together  under  the  leadership  of  Grant  Strother. 

Magnificat  To  Be  Presented 
At  First  UM  Church,  Lake  Charles 

The  Magnificat,  a  major  choral  work 
of  J.  S.  Bach,  will  be  presented  Sunday, 

November  13th,  at  6:00  p.m.,  in  the 
sanctuary  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles,  La. 

The  combined  choirs  of  the  church  and 
the  McNeese  State  University  A  cappella 
choir  and  soloists  will  give  the 
performance,  to  be  sung  in  Latin.  The 
choruses  of  the  work  are  in  five  parts 
throughout,  and  the  Magnificat  is  said  to 
be  one  of  the  most  perfectly  composed  of 
any  musical  compositions. 

The  music  director  of  First  Church, 

Dr.  Michael  Rudd,  will  play  the  pipe 
organ;  Abbie  Fletcher  will  play  the 
harpsichord;  and  the  conductor  will  be 
Dr.  William  Groves,  Professor  of  Music 
and  a  cappella  choir  director  at 
McNeese,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
church.  The  church’s  senior  Minister, 

The  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  is  a  choir 
member  and  will  sing  in  the 
performance. 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKET 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lessons:  Ephesians  4:17-32, 
5:2;  II  Corinthians  5:17 

God,  knowing  that  His  children  had 
sinned  and  turned  away  from  Him, 
reached  out  in  love  to  redeem  them, 
sending  His  Son  to  be  the  means  of 
salvation. 

The  result  of  God’s  action  (and  man’s 
response)  was  and  is  new  persons.  This 
means  that  there  is  more  to  life  than  just 
reaching  a  plateau  or  state  of 
redemption.  Life  stretches  on  out  beyond 
and  because  of  God’s  redemptive  action. 
God’s  redeemed  children  live  differently 
than  they  did  before  they  accepted  Christ 
and  His  salvation.  The  new  life  impacted 
the  whole  of  life,  especially  how  people 
related  to  each  other.  And  the  passage  of 
scripture  which  comes  from  Ephesians 
speaks  of  this  changed  relationship. 

Paul,  in  writing  to  the  Christians  at 
Ephesus  called  their  attention  to  the 
pagans  living  around  them.  He  said  these 
pagans  were  ignorant,  dense, 
insensitive,  calloused,  greedy  and 
unclean.  He  insisted  that  they  (the 
Christians)  should  be  able  to  see  the 
difference  and  live  better  lives, 
according  to  the  teachings  and  example 
of  Christ  (as  Paul,  himself,  had 
proclaimed  Christ).  And  he  told  them 
that  they,  having  seen  how  ugly  and 
dissolute  these  pagans  were,  should 
never  think  or  speak  or  act  as  pagans. 

Paul  encourages  them,  as  they  seek  to 
have  a  Christian  relationship  with  one 
another,  to  do  three  things:  first,  “put  off 
your  old  nature  which  belongs  to  your 
former  life  and  is  corrupt  .  .  .”  In  other 
words,  “now  that  you  have  decided  to 
follow4)hrist,  follow  Him  all  the  way  and 


live  not  as  pagans  but  as  Christ  would 
have  you  live."  Second,  "be  renewed  in 
the  spirit  of  your  minds  .  .  .”  “God 
gave  you  the  mind  you  have,  so  stop 
using  it  to  think  evil  thoughts,  to  connive 
and  deceive.  Let  your  mind  be  cleansed 
and  purified  so  that  you  may  think  of  and 
conceive  holy  thoughts  ...”  And  third, 
“put  on  the  new  nature,  created  after  the 
likeness  of  God  ...”  This  is  more  than  a 
suit  of  clothes  you’re  changing;  this  is 
your  entire  being.  God  created  you  in  His 
own  image.  Accept  His  fit  of  identity  and 
become  the  new  person  you  are  called  to 
be.” 

It’s  interesting  to  note  the  use  of  the 
terms  “put  off”  (to  get  rid  of),  “put  on” 
(take  on  a  new  image),  both  of  which 
mean  a  permanent  change,  a  once-for- 
all-time  change,  and  “renew”  which 
indicates  that  our  minds  must  be  in  a 
continual  process  of  being  attuned  to 
God’s  will. 

The  rest  of  this  passage  is  used  to 
mention  specific  instances  of  Christian 
behavior  —  what  Christians  should  and 
should  not  do. 

In  his  II  Corinthian  passage,  Paul 
gives  us  a  beautiful  description  of  the 
nature  of  a  person  who  accepts  and 
believes  in  Christ.  Paul  said  that  such  a 
person  is  “in  Christ”!  He  (she)  is  a  new 
creation.” 

Being  “in  Christ”  certainly  means  a 
new  person,  not  just  a  renovated  old  one 
but  a  brand  new  being!  How  wonderful  it 
is  to  know  that,  even  though  those 
confused  and  stubborn  people  of  those 
early  days  and  even  though  we 
insensitive,  calloused,  greedy  people  of 
today  have  sinned  and  sinned  miserably, 
God  still  loves  us.  He  reaches  out  in-  and 
through  His  Son  to  save  us ! 

How  exciting  it  is  to  be  a  new  person  in 
Christ!' 


- - Correction - 

There  was  a  typographical  error  in  the  Louisiana  Campus  Ministry  supplement  in 
the  October  14  Louisiana  United  Methodist.  The  article  at  the  top  left  of  the  page 
should  have  been  headed  “Louisiana  Tech  University”  rather  than  “Louisiana  State 
University,”  which  was  the  second  article  down.  We  offer  apologies  to  Rev.  Stokes 
and  Louisiana  Tech,  and  print  the  corrected  article  below. 

Louisiana  Tech  University 
Director,  Rev.  William  Stokes 

The  Wesley  Foundation  is  very  excited  about  the  renovations  that  are  being  made 
at  the  cost  of  over  $125,000.  This  work  started  in  March  and  will  be  completed  by 
September,  and  is  the  first  renovation  since  the  building  was  constructed  thirty  years 
ago.  In  the  academic  year  1982-83  students  sent  out  twenty-five  deputation  teams 
presenting  worship  services  to  the  churches  of  the  District.  On  Wednesday  and 
Sunday,  student-conducted  worship  services  are  held,  with  a  Mid-Day  Devotion  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays.  A  high  experience  of  worship  is  our  Christmas  candle¬ 
lighting  Communion  service,  with  a  birthday  party  for  Jesus  Christ  that  is  held  before 
students  enter  the  chapel  for  Communion. 

During  the  Fall  quarter,  students  will  again  study  Maxie  Dunnam’s  Workbook  of 
Living  Prayer.  Earlier  in  the  year.  Dr.  Danny  Morris  from  the  Upper  Room  staff  was 
a  leader  for  a  Mid-Winter  Retreat  entitled,  “Weekend  Adventure  of  Living  Prayer.” 

Other  spiritual  events  at  the  Wesley  have  included  Rabbi  and  Mrs.  David 
Lefkowitz,  who  led  an  observance  of  the  Passover  Feast. 


L1C  To  Hold  Workshop  On  Prison  Ministry 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
will  hold  a  workshop  on  “Types  and 
Forms  of  Prison  Ministry,”  Thursday, 
October  27  at  the  Main  Auditorium, 
Catholic  Life  Center,  1800  South  Acadian 
Thruway,  Baton  Rouge.  The  hours  are 
1:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  and  the 
registration  fee  is  $5.00. 

The  purpose  of  the  workshop  is 


primarily  to  bring  prison  ministries 
from  all  across  Louisiana  together; 
secondly;  to  acquaint  potential 
volunteers  with  the  various  forms  of 
prison  ministry  available  in  this  state; 
and  finally,  to  provide  a  time  of 
interaction,  fellowship,  and  of  uniting 
together  to  address  some  serious  needs 
within  the  Criminal  Justice  system  as  a 
whole. 


£  Inside  .  . . 

£  Church  members  may 
£  hear  verses  of  scripture 
£  rendered  in  inclusive 
£  language  for  the  first  time 
£  the  first  Sunday  of  Advent 
A  as  the  Inclusive  Language 
A  Lectionary  becomes 
£  available. 
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Good  marriages,  ‘for  the  duration’ 
commitment  and  Christian  faith 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


our  Best 


Golden  wedding  anniversaries  are 
always  important  events,  but  they 
normally  attract  the  interest  only  of 
family  members  and  close  friends.  But 
when  425  couples  gather  simultaneously 
to  celebrate  50  years  of  marriage  —  as 
recently  happened  at  a  Roman  Catholic 
church  in  Chicago  —  it’s  news,  and  we 
want  to  know  more. 

Holy  Name  Cathedral  has  hosted  a 
similar  event  each  of  the  past  five  years. 
During  that  Ume,  thousands  of  relatives 
and  friends  have  looked  on  as  couples 
repeat  their  vows,  receive  Holy 
Communion,  and  share  some  of  the 
wisdom  they’ve  gained  from  half  a 
century  of  married  experience.  Their 
pastor  noted  that  our  “society  has  hyped 
everything  so  much  that  everything  has 
to  be  perfect.  Also,  people  tend  to  give  up 
when  times  are  tough.’’  He  said  the 
special  observance  was  designed  to 
honor  those  who  have  remained  together 
for  50  years,  and  to  witness  to  the  public 
that  “there  are  a  lot  of  people  who  don’t 
give  up.’’ 

Two  of  those  honored,  John  and  Jennie 
Kindernay,  typify  their  pastor’s 
statement.  Mrs.  Kindernay  advised 
young  couples  to  “work  their  problems 
out  instead  of  breaking  up.’’  Her  husband 
then  added,  “You  struggle  .  .  .  and  you 
finally  make  it.  God’s  got  a  lot  to  do  with 
it  — and  faith.” 

Their  testimony  contrasts  sharply 
with  the  readiness  of  many  couples  to 
end  their  marriages  with  relative  haste 
when  problems  arise.  Their  suggestion 
that  a  successful  marriage  requires 
“work,”  and  at  times  “struggle," 
conflicts  with  a  popular  —  but  unrealistic 
—  view  that  marriage  should  be  an 
effortless  experience  of  uninterrupted 
happiness. 

We  realize  that  viewing  marriage  as 
something  which  «hnniH  ondure  is  out  of 
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step  with  the  prevailing  attitude  in  our 
society  that  anything  troublesome  or  not 
in  perfect  working  order  should  be 
discarded  or  traded  in.  Such  an  attitude 
has  even  become  common  in  parts  of  the 
church. 

We  also  recognize  that  there  are 
instances  when  a  marriage  is  better 
terminated  than  continued.  Christian 
compassion  should  be  extended  to 
persons  whose  marriages  end  in  divorce, 
and  especially  to  those  who  sincerely  but 
unsuccessfully  sought  to  make  their 
marriages  work.  Judgment  in  such 
cases,  beyond  the  trauma  already 
experienced,  should  be  left  to  God. 

We  believe,  however,  that  “for  better 
or  for  worse"  and  “until  death  us  do 
part”  should  remain  the  Christian 
standard  for  every  marriage,  including 
those  that  are  not  ideal.  As  couples  like 
the  Kindernays  remind  us,  marriage  is  a 
covenant  with  God,  as  well  as  one’s 
spouse,  and  a  part  of  God’s  design  for 
human  life.  When  “God’s  got  a  lot  to  do 
with  it,”  even  very  imperfect 
relationships  can  be  salvaged  and 
restored  to  health. 

Chicago’s  Holy  Name  Cathedral  should 
be  commended  for  spotlighting  couples 
whose  marriages  have  endured.  The 
whole  church  needs  to  learn  from  their 
wisdom  and  to  encourage  emulation  of 
the  example  they  have  set. 

If  the  church  would  spend  less  time  and 
effort  lamenting  the  high  divorce  rate  in 
our  society,  and  more  time  and  effort 
promoting  the  qualities  which  help 
marriages  to  last,  we  are  convinced  that 
the  divorce  rate  would  decline.  We 
should  particularly  emphasize  the  truth 
that  a  good  marriage  is  the  most  likely  to 
result  when  faith  in  God  is  coupled  with  a 
“for  the  duration”  commitment  to  the 
relationship  by  both  partners. 


Here  I  Stand 

Effective  evangelism  needs  both 
onr  ‘conservatives’ and  ‘liberals’ 
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stand  behind 
xS\E  One’  who  stands 
behind  everythin'?;/' 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  400  member- 
families  of  the  Grace  UMC  in  El  Paso, 
Texas  (New  Mexico  Annual  Conference) , 
and  800  member-families  of  First  UMC  in 
Winter  Park,  Florida  (Florida  Annual 
Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  El  Paso  and 
Winter  Park,  we  say  “Welcome."  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  ’  ’ 


By  HARVEY  SEIFERT 

Paul  in  Athens  and  Martin  Luther  in 
Wittenberg  both  changed  their  approach 
in  order  to  persuade  persons  with 
different  cultural  backgrounds.  The 
church  has  repeatedly  put  the  essentials 
of  Christian  faith  in  different  terms  as 
persistent  human  needs  were  modified 
under  Greco-Roman,  medieval,  or 
industrial  civilizations. 

We  are  now  again  in  the  midst  of  a 
major  cultural  transition.  Students  of 
cultural  history  note  our  increasing 
interest  in  wholistic  fulfillment,  freedom 
from  traditional  authorities,  cultural 
pluralism,  and  experience-based, 
rational  approaches  to  personal  and 
social  problems.  For  some  persons  these 
emphases  have  made  possible  a  more 
inspiring  view,  a  more  vital  religious 
experience,  and  a  more  sweeping 
transformation  oL.tot^l  life.  Others  are 
increasingly  alienated  from  the  church 
because  they  see  it  still  insufficiently 
aware  of  current  cultural  interests. 

For  those  persons  most  affected  by 
recent  cultural  shifts,  persuasive 
evangelism  requires  (1)  theological 
beliefs  compatible  with  responsible 
conclusions  of  the  physical  and  social 
sciences;  (2)  programs  nurturing  the 
whole  person,  using  biblical  bases  plus 
psycho-social  insights;  (3)  religious 
experience  that  is  both  emotionally 
moving  and  intellectually  credible;  and 
(4)  active  and  thoroughgoing  social 
witness  for  justice,  freedom,  and  peace. 

Since  modern  cultural  trends  have 
affected  some  parts  of  the  population 
differently  from  others,  effective 
evangelism  today  requires  somewhat 
different  approaches  to  different  groups. 
We  need  “conservative^  churches  to 
command  the  attention  and  stimulate  the 
growth  of  more  traditional  persons.  We 
need  “liberal”  churches  in  mission  to 
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those  outside  the  church  (or  inside  and 
moving  toward  the  edges)  because  they 
see  the  church  as  preaching  antiquated 
theologies  and  not  speaking 
meaningfully  to  their  personal  and  social 
dilemmas. 

The  need  for  both  “conservative”  and 
“liberal”  churches  applies  to  entire 
denominations.  Both  local  programs  and 
national  resources  are  involved.  Those 
alienated  by  what  they  see  as  irrational 
belief  or  biblical  interpretation  will  not 
be  attracted  by  curriculum  materials 
tailored  to  appease  all  viewpoints  and 
avoiding  clear  and  forthright  positions. 
Those  deeply  troubled  by  current  human 
problems  are  not  likely  to  join  a  church 
they  perceive  to  be  so  immobilized  by 
internal  disagreements  that  it  remains 
silent  on  major  issues,  speaks  only  in 
generalities,  or  does  little  to  implement 
its  resolutions. 

Since  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
one  of  the  very  few  most  promising 
denominations  for  attracting  this  large 
body  of  alienated  cultural  leaders  of  the 
future,  it  seems  highly  important  to 
strengthen  within  our  church  the  witness 
of  those  committed  to  a  generally 
empirical  theology  and  a  progressive 
social  witness. 

This  position  does  not  require 
denominational  unity  on  all  matters. 
Differences  in  specific  positions  are 
necessary  for  any  growth  toward  new 
truth.  But  strong  movements  do  require 
that  such  differences  cover  a  more 
limited  range,  and  that  there  be 
considerable  consensus  about  the 
function  and  general  direction  of  the 
group.  Governments  can  be  torn  apart  by 
extremist  polarization.  Denominations 
can  become  ineffectual  by  chronic 
indecision. 

“Conservative”  protest  groups  should 
be  welcomed  within  “liberal”  churches 


UM  leaders  should  ‘look  behind  once  in  a  while’ 


To  the  Editor: 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  newspaper  to  report 
news,  so  the  Reporter  was  right  to  tell 
that  “Church  leaders  demand  UN 
official’s  ouster”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  30). 
But  don’t  expect  this  action  to  do 
anything  toward  increasing  membership 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  my  opinion,  about  99  percent  of  my 
fellow  United  Methodists  shouted 
“hurray”  when  U.S.  Delegate  Charles 
Lichenstein  told  the  Soviet  delegate,  “If 
you  or  any  other  member  wishes  to 
propose  that  the  United  Nations  get  out  of 
New  York,  my  government  will  put  no 
impediment  in  your  way.  The  members 
of  the  U.S.  mission  to  the  United  Nations 
will  be  down  at  dockside  waving  ^you  a 
fond  farewell  as  you  sail  into  the  sun&£t. " 

Remember,  it  was  just  two  United 
Methodists  who  were  a  part  of  the 
statement  condemning  what  Mr. 
Lichenstein  said.  Those  two  generals 
should  look  behind  once  in  a  while,  to  see 
if  any  of  the  foot  soldiers  are  taking  part 
in  the  march. 

Elden  R.  Groves 

Salem,  Ohio 

UN  ambassador’s 
position  affirmed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  beg  to  differ  with  the  church  leaders 
who  wish  to  “oust”  Ambassador  Charles 
Lichenstein  because  he  made  the 
statement  that  any  of  the  United  Nations’ 
members  who  wanted  to  leave  the  U.S. 
were  welcome  to  do  so  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
30).  That  is  too  good  to  be  true.  We  need 
the  UN  like  we  need  a  hole  in  the  head. 
They  are  totally  communist-controlled 
and  can  exert  too  much  authority  over 
our  own  nation  while  we  contribute  to 
their  well-being.  We,  the  Americans,  pay 
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much  more  to  keep  the  UN  going  than 
any  other  country  and  yet  we  have  a  very 
limited  say  in  what  goes  on. 

I  admire  Mr.  Lichenstein  for  his  stand 
and  wish  there  were  more  like  him. 

Idabell  Brackeen 
Dallas,  Texas 

Rev.  Lowery’s  words 

not  news  any  more 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  your  short  article 
headlined  “Prophetic  role  preferred  over 
presidential  race,”  (UMR,  Sept.  16). 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  pastor  of 
Central  UMC  of  Atlanta,  really  knows 
how  to  capture  the  headline  news  in  both 
the  print  and  electronic  news  media.  For 
the  past  six  months  or  longer,  it  seems  as 
if  the  media  likes  to  stir  up  useless  hatred 
between  the  races  by  quoting  him  so 
often. 

Dignifying  Mr.  Lowery’s  every 
statement  and  complaint  is  not  news  any 
more.  However,  he  received  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  publicity  recently  when 
he  admonished  Howard  Cosell  for  calling 
a  black  football  player  a  “monkey.”  Mr. 
Cosell  meant  to  compliment  the  football 
player  for  his  agility  and  zeal  for  the 
game  of  football.  I  have  called  my  kids 
"monkeys”  many  times. 

Of  course,  name-calling  is  a  two-edge 
sword.  No  race  has  a  monopoly.  I  know, 
because  my  being  a  public  school 
teacher,  I  have  been  the  recipient  many 
times. 

I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Lowery  declined 
“nomination”  for  the  1984  presidential 
race,  because  he  already  has  the 
attention  of  the  liberal  media.  He  will 
continue  to  look  for  little  things  to  get 
attention  —  unless  and  until  —  the  media 
stops  quoting  his  many  sanctimonious 
and  pious  platitudes. 

It  was  once  said  that:  “Egotism  is  the 
anesthetic  which  nature  gives  us  to 
deaden  the  pain  of  being  a  fool.” 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Georgia 

‘Mother  Jones’  due 
apology  bv  Mr.  Wildmon 

To  the  Editor: 

Mother  Jones  magazine  has  come 
under  fire  before  —  its  exposes  on 
smoking  and  the  tobacco  industry  have 
cost  it  advertising  revenue.  Never, 
though,  has  the  magazine  received  such 
empty-headed  criticism  as  that  offered 
by  Donald  E.  Wildmon  (see  “The  church 
today,”  Sept.  16). 

Art  Levine’s  piece  in  the  August  issue 
of  Mother  Jones  is  not,  by  any  stretch  of 
the  imagination,  “anti-Christian.” 
Levine  clearly  labelled  his  piece 
“comedy”  and  it  is  a  brilliant  parody  of 
the  way  movies  distort  history  —  and  of 
the  macho  movies  which  Martin 
Scorsese  makes.  There  is  nothing  aimed 
at  Jesus  in  the  humor;  the  target  is 
clearly  Hollywood.  In  fact,  Levine’s 
parody  is  advertised  on  the  front  cover  in 
a  way  which  makes  its  object  obvious: 
“Scorsese  Spoof.” 

It  is  Mr.  Wildmon  who  owes  Mother 
Jones  and  its  advertisers  an  apology,  not 
the  other  way  around. 

Thomas  W.  Goodhue 
New  York,  New  York 

‘Sheer  frustration’ 
expressed  by  lay  speaker 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  an  expression  of  sheer 
frustration.  It  is  a  concern  for  the  poor 
lay  speaker. 

I  have  been  asked,  along  with  four  or 
more  others,  to  speak  on  Lay  Sunday. 
“Try  to  keep  it  down  to  five  or  seven 
minutes,”  was  the  directive.  “Sounds 
like  a  political  convention,"  thought  I. 


Why  have  lay  speakers,  if  they  aren’t 
needed?  Most  of  all,  why  have  three  or 
four  days  of  workshops  for  lay  speakers 
if  the  opportunity  or  need  just  isn’t 
there? 

Either  someone  is  against  an  active  lay 
speaking  program  or  our  church  and 
area  are  unusual.  We  have  had  many 
persons  to  speak  or  sing  and  they  were 
certainly  given  more  than  even  ten 
minutes.  Maybe  there  is  just  a  lack  of 
interest,  in  this  area,  in  some  churches. 

I’d  like  a  response  and  reaction  from 
others  concerning  the  plight  of  lay 
speaking  in  general.  Maybe  I’m  an 
exception. 

Jack  Frost 

Dawson  Springs,  Kentucky 

Editorial  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  editorial  for 
Sept.  30  headlined  “Ordination,  scripture 
and  Christian  unity.” 

I  agree  with  your  theme  that  women 
have  made  and  will  continue  to  make 
immense  contributions  to  the  human 
condition.  Except  for  physical  strength, 
perhaps,  they  are  capable  of  anything 
accomplished  by  the  male  gender. 

However,  a  Bible  reader  is  always 
haunted  by  1  Timothy  2:11-12  when 
considering  this  question.  How  do  you 
correlate  your  stand  in  the  editorial  with 
these  verses? 

W.  E.  Roberts 
San  Carlos',  California 

Christian  faith 
and  the  Soviet  threat 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  column  by 
Gregory  Yasinitsky  (UMR,  Sept.  23) 
cries  out  for  a  response.  Space  doesn’t 
permit  a  full  response,  but  consider  just 
a  few  points. 

He  says  95%  of  the  Russian  people  hate 
to  think  of  any  kind  of  war.  Does  he  think 
he  could  find  anyone  in  the  U.S.  who 
wants  war?  The  only  surprise  here  is  that 
5%  of  the  Russians  do  find  it  acceptable! 

Second,  when  have  the  opinions  of  the 
Russian  people  mattered  one  whit  to  the 
government?  Third  World  governments 
all  over  (and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches)  direct  all  their  “peace” 
efforts  at  the  U.S.  —  they  know  full  well 
that  they  would  be  wasting  their  efforts 
on  the  Soviets. 

As  to  his  comments  that  “the  peace 
movement  is  a  national  movement  in 
Russia,"  one  must  reauze  wnat  tne 
Soviet  definition  of  peace  is  — 
disarmament  by  the  West.  Does  he 
seriously  expect  us  to  believe  there  is  a 
peace  movement  in  Russia  which  is  in 
any  way  critical  of  the  Soviet 
government’s  policies?  In  fact,  the  peace 
movement  there  is  a  policy  arm  of  the 
government. 

Maybe  Mr.  Yasinitsky  prefers  to 
ignore  the  fact  that  the  “peaceniks”  in 
Russia  who  have  had  the  temerity  to 
suggest  that  perhaps  their  government  is 
partly  to  blame  for  the  arms  race  are 
quickly  locked  up  in  hospitals  for  the 
insane.  (In  Russia,  anyone  who  criticizes 
the  government  is  obviously  “insane.”) 

I  think  the  true  measure  of  the  Russian 
people’s  thinking  is  revealed  by  the 
chilling  fact  that  the  “man  in  the  street” 
supports  a  policy  of  destroying  civilian 
aircraft  that  stray  into  Soviet  airspace, 
and  sees  nothing  wrong  with  such  a 
policy. 

Finally,  Mr.  Yasinitsky  poses  the 
wrong  questions.  Clearly  the  Russian 
people  have  suffered  terribly  and  do  not 
want  to  be  destroyed  once  again  — 
neither  do  we.  But  if  one  asks  the 
question,  “If  the  Soviets  thought  they 
could  destroy  the  U.S.  without  suffering 
in  return,  would  they  do  it?”  The  answer 


from  words,  deeds,  and  policies  clearly 
stated  over  the  last  half  century  is 
crystal  clear  —  yes. 

Mr.  Yasinitsky  asks  us  not  to  repeat 
the  errors  of  history,  yet  that  is  exactly 
what  he  proposes  to  do.  If  there  is  any 
lesson  we  can  learn,  it  is  that  bullies 
always  pick  on  the  weak  and  leave  the 
strong  alone.  There  is  absolutely  no 
question  but  that  the  menace  of  Hitler 
could  have  been  nipped  in  the  bud  by 
some  resolute  action  by  France  and 


Britain  early  on.  But  no,  the 
Chamberlains  —  then  and  now  —  speak 
of  peace  to  people  who  see  things  totally 
differently.  Is  a  nuclear  stand-off,  based 
on  mutual  fear  of  destruction,  part  of 
God’s  plan  for  the  world?  I  think  not.  Is  it 
better  than  acquiescence  to  a  monstrous 
form  of  anti-Christian  tyranny?  You 
betcha. 

David  L.  Caskey 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Implausible  encoun  ter  at  Liberty 
College  offers  a  constructive  cue 


so  long  as  they  are  trying  to  recall 
“liberals”  to  emphases  which  can  be 
shared  by  “conservative”  and  “liberal” 
Christians  alike.  “Liberals”  often 
neglect  life-changing  personal  religious 
experience,  or  vigorous  evangelism,  or 
an  emphasis  on  the  Bible  as  the  basis  for 
social  pronouncements.  Growth  in 
“liberal”  churches  often  lags  because 
they  lack  warm  fellowship,  emotional 
involvement  in  worship,  or  release  of 
intense  joy  and  spiritual  power  through 
openness  to  God’s  spirit. 

Yet  for  the  sake  of  our  common 
evangelistic  purpose,  protest  groups 
should  be  resisted  insofar  as  they 
attempt  to  turn  “liberal”  denominations 
into  “conseYvative”  denominations. 
Thus  they  would  undermine  the 
consistency  of  approach,  which  is 
important  to  effective  witness  to  the 
particular  constituency  to  be  reached  by 
“liberal”  churches. 

Since  our  entire  population  is  more  or 
less  affected  by  modern  cultural  trends, 
it  is  well  that  “conservative”  churches 
are  making  some  changes.  Many  modern 
evangelicals  are  no  longer  identical 
with  past  fundamentalists.  Among  evan¬ 
gelicals  there  is  a  growing  tendency 
to  see  the  Bible  as  seriously  authoritative 
rather  than  completely  inerrant. 
Increasing  numbers  of  “conservatives" 
are  adding  a  “social  gospel”  to  their 
previous  individualism.  Billy  Graham; 
for  example,  now  speaks  of  his  three 
conversion  experiences:  his  initial' 
dedication  to  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior,  his 
awakening  to  the  immorality  of  racial' 
discrimination,  and  his  recent 
acceptance  of  Christian  criticism  of 
nuclear  arms. 

It  is  questionable  whether  “liberal” 
churches  like  United  Methodism  are 
making  as  much  progress  as  they  should 
today  with  that  part  of  the  public 
spectrum  which  is  their  primary 
evangelistic  responsibility.  Unless- 
“liberal”  forms  of  expression  also  relate 
better  to  their  constantly  changing 
constituency,  the  section  of  the 
population  most  affected  by  modern 
trends  will  be  left  without  a  church  home. 
The  cultural  leadership  of  society  may 
then  increasingly  pass  into  the  hands  of- 
secularists  —  largely  through  default  by 
the  “liberal”  churches. 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express, 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues, 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s' 
contributor,  Harvey  Seifert,  is  a  member 
of  Claremont  UMC  in  Claremont,  CA 
(Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference). 

$ 


It  was  an  event  so  implausible  that  it 
probably  could  occur  only  by  historical 
accident.  And  yet  its  improbability  is 
surpassed  only  by  its  essential  good 
sense  and  potentially  beneficial  effects. 

Would  you  believe  Senator  Edward 
Kennedy  —  urbane,  Catholic,  and  the 
epitome  of  Northeastern  liberalism  — 
speaking  to  the  student  body  of  Liberty 
Baptist  College  as  the  guest  of  the  Rev. 
Jerry  Falwell  —  earthy,  fundamentalist 
Protestant  and  the  epitome  of  Southern 
conservatism? 

Although  for  different  reasons,  I’ve 
had  no  great  fondness  for  or  identi¬ 
fication  with  either  of  these  public 
figures  over  the  years.  As  the  result  of 
their  Liberty  College  meeting,  however, 
my  opinion  of  each  has  risen. 

Their  meeting  was  stimulated  when  a 
computer  apparently  churned  out  and 
sent  Mr.  Kennedy  a  Moral  Majority 
membership  card  as  part  of  a  fund¬ 
raising  effort.  When  that  became  public 
knowledge,  a  light-hearted  personal 
follow-up  from  Mr.  Fqlwell’s  press  aide 
included  an  oblique  “drop  by  sometime 
when  you’re  in  the  area”  invitation. 
The  Massachusetts  senator,  who  has 
been  a  frequent  target  of  Mr.  Falwell’s 
fund-raising  barbs  and  epithets, 
surprised  both  his  own  aides  and  Mr. 
Falwell  by  accepting  the  invitation  and 
asking  to  speak  while  there. 

Under  the  circumstances,  what  could 
the  Lynchburg,  Va.  preacher  do  without 
spoiling  the  reputation  of  Southern 
hospitality?  So  he  sent  his  private  jet  to 
get  the  senator,  hosted  him  for  dinner  at 
the  parsonage,  and  provided  him  with  an 
audience  of  7,000  curious  listeners. 

Mr.  Kennedy  proceeded  to  lecture  on 
the  importance  of  religious  tolerance  in  a 
free  society,  quoting  liberally  from  the 
Scriptures  in  the  process.  He  warned  that 
“today’s  Moral  Majority  could  become 
tomorrow’s  persecuted  minority,”  and 
said  it  is  important  for  persons  to  be 
able  to  disagree  without  calling  into 
question  each  other’s  religious  integrity. 
“I  hope  for  a  day  when  neither  ‘funda¬ 
mentalist’  nor  ‘humanist’  will  be  a  dirty 
word,  but  a  fair  description  of  the 
different  ways  in  which  people  of  good 
will  look  at  life  and  into  their  own  souls.  ” 

As  if  to  illustrate  the  point,  Mr. 
Kennedy  respectfully  offered  his  views 
on  a  variety  of  issues  on  which  he  and 
Mr.  Falwell  are  known  to  disagree.  On 
abortion,  for  example,  he  opined:  “The 
proper  role  of  religion  is  to  appeal  to  the 
conscience  of  the  individual,  not  the 
coercive  power  of  the  state.” 

Answering  Mr.  Falwell’s  contentions 
that  a  nuclear  freeze  would  make  the 
U.S.  subject  to  nuclear  blackmail,  Mr. 
Kennedy  noted  that  of  the  generals  and 
defense  officials  testifying  before  the 
Senate  Armed  Services  Committee,  “not 
one  of  them  would  trade  the  nuclear 
capability  of  the  United  States  for  the 


nuclear  capability  of  the  Soviet  Union.” 

Mr.  Kennedy  also  commended  the 
politeness  of  his  audience,  and 
contrasted  it  with  the  rude  hissing  and 
booing  to  which  Mr.  Falwell  was 
subjected  earlier  this  year  at  Harvard 
University  —  the  Senator’s  alma  mater. 

Afterwards,  Mr.  Falwell  commented 
that  “our  families  got  along 
handsomely”  and  “we  probably  like 
each  other  better  now.”  He  noted  that  the 
two  had  shared  letters  attacking  their 
joint  appearance  —  Mr.  Falwell  for  invit¬ 
ing  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  for 
accepting.  Mr.  Falwell  quickly  added, 
however,  that  the  two  still  disagree  be¬ 
cause  “he’s  a  liberal  on  most  issues 
and  I’m  a  conservative.  No  amount  of 
dinners  will  change  that.” 

He’s  right,  of  course.  Mr.  Falwell 
probably  hasn’t  sent  out  his  last 
computerized  letter  attempting  to  raise 
funds  for  the  Moral  Majority  to  combat 
Mr.  Kennedy’s  brand  of  political  and 
religious  liberalism.  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
his  supporters  likely  will  continue 
appealing  for  support  to  combat  the 
brand  of  religious  and  political 
conservatism  advanced  by  Mr.  Falwell. 

But  there  is  something  almost 
sacramental  about  a  shared  meal  and 
conversation.  Such  an  occasion  forces 
those  involved  —  even  if  they  are 
adversaries  —  to  deal  with  one  another 
as  human  beings  rather  than  as  mere 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


objects  of  contempt.  Following  that 
experience,  neither  Mr.  Kennedy  nor  Mr. 
Falwell  is  likely  ever  again  to  be  able  to 
stand  off  and  cast  stones  at  the  other  with 
the  same  degree  of  detached  contempt  as 
in  the  past. 

Cynics  can  say  that  the  face-to-face 
encounter  between  those  bitter 
exponents  of  differing  religious  and 
political  outlooks  is  insignificant.  One 
was  motivated  mostly  by  political 
considerations,  they  say,  and  the  other 
by  a  desire  to  save  face  following  an 
embarrassing  mistake  by  an  aide. 

Even  if  that  is  so  on  both  counts,  so 
what?  It  is  best  to  do  good  for  the  right 
reasons.  But  it  is  preferable  to  do  good 
for  something  less  than  the  best  of 
reasons  than  not  to  do  it  at  all. 

I  wish  that  every  religious  and/or  poli¬ 
tical  “liberal”  and  “conservative”  who 
is  inclined  to  dehumanize  and  attack 
persons  with  opposing  views  would  take 
a  cue  from  Mr.  Falwell’s  and  Mr. 
Kennedy’s  gracious  encounter. 

As  long  as  I’m  wishing,  I  wonder  if 
there  might  be  some  way  to  create  a 
computer  error  in  either  Moscow  or 
Washington  which  could  similarly  result 
in  Ronald  Reagan  and  Yuri  Andropov 
breaking  bread  and  respectfully  sharing 
the  same  platform  with  one  another  for 
an  evening? 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


“‘A  fine  family  keepsake  for  any  Christian  home.” 

— Christian  Herald 

An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus 
From  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  Collection 

Time:  “.  .  .  an  elaborate  and  appropriately  timed 
birthday  card  .  . 

People:  “.  .  .  splendid  art  ...  a  handsome  gift.” 
Christian  Review:  "...  an  exquisite  book  to  trea¬ 
sure  ...” 

An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus  is  a  timeless  treasure  for 
every  home,  school,  church,  and  public  library.  Order 
now  for  family  and  friends — choose  from  three  hand¬ 
some  editions: 

•  Limited  Number  Edition,  $300,  No.013577. 

•  Deluxe  Edition,  $75,  No. 013585. 

•  Regular  Edition,  $40,  No.013569. 


Also  Available: 

The  Life  of  Jesus  Dlustrated  Calendar 
From  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  Collection 

Brand  new,  this  extraordinary  calendar 
chronicles  the  months  of  1984  with  twelve 
lavish  art  reproductions.  It’s  the  perfect  gift 
for  home  or  office — order  today! 

14Vj  x  10V2,  $6.95.  No. 218535. 
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‘Inclusive  Language  Lectionary  ’  issued 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

.NEW  YORK  —  Persons  who  feel 
excluded  by  the  male-oriented  words  in 
scripture  now  may  hear  Bible  passages 
read  in  their  worship  services  which  use 
more  inclusive  words. 

The  much-debated,  long-awaited 
“Inclusive  Language  Lectionary’ ’  was 
unveiled  last  Friday  here. 

Gone  are  such  titles  for  God  and  Jesus 
as  “Lord,”  “Son  of  God,”  “Kingdom  of 
God,”  “King,”  and  “Son  of  man.” 

The  lectionary,  to  be  used  voluntarily, 
is  needed,  said  the  11  editors,  because 
repeated  references  to  the  Deity  with 
male  pronouns  and  titles  cause  some 
persons  to  believe  that  men  —  because  of 
their  maleness  —  have  a  closer 
relationship  with  God  than  do  women. 

(The  new  lectionary  was  requested  by 
the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  three  years  ago.  However,  it  was 


released  without  review  or  vote  by  the 
NCC’s  Governing  Board  or  the  NCC’s 
Division  of  Education  and  Ministry 
under  which  the  lectionary  committee 
operates,  said  Claire  Randall,  the  NCC’s 
chief  executive.  That  is  common  style 
within  the  NCC,  she  said. ) 

Church  members  may  hear  the 
lectionary  used  this  Advent  season. 

The  lectionary  editors  decided  not  to 
replace  the  metaphor  of  God  as 
“Father”  with  an  abstract  term  such  as 
“Creator”  or  “Source.” 

The  intimacy  that  Jesus  sought  to 
convey  when  he  sometimes  shocked  his 
listeners  by  calling  God  “Father”  is  too 
important  to  Christians,  the  editors  said. 

The  lectionary,  however,  often  uses  the 
phrase  “God  the  Father  and  Mother.” 

Because  people  are  not  used  to  hearing 
that,  the  new  metaphor  can  shake 
listeners  into  thinking  anew  about  the 
intimacy  implied,  the  editors  said.  They 


and  “brethren”  are 
‘sisters  and  brothers,” 
neighbors”  depending  on 


Ministry  restructuring 
will  be  recommended  to 
1 984  General  Conference 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  -  Following  United 
Methodism’s  four  hours  of  intensive 
debate,  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  voted  44-28  here  Oct.  13 
to  recommend  that  the  1984  General 
Conference  restructure  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  ordained  ministry. 

The  board  thus  accepted  the  report  and 
recommendations  of  its  own  Ministry 
Study  Committee,  which  had  spent  three 
troubled  years  looking  at  what  United 
Methodists  understand  their  ministers  to 
be  and  what  they  expect  those  persons  to  do. 

The  vote  to  accept  the  committee’s 
recommendations  was  somewhat  anti- 
climactic,  coming  as  it  did  after  the 
board  by  an  even  narrower  margin  —  30 
to  41  —  rejected  a  sharply  different 
minority  report  from  four  members  of 
the  19-person  study  committee. 

One  outcome  of  both  the  adopted  report 
and  of  the  debate  leading  to  it  was 
that  a  “permanent  diaconate”  —  an 
ordained  order  of  ministry  primarily  of 
service  into  the  world  rather  than  inside 
the  congregation  —  may  be  an  idea 
whose  time  has  come  among  United 
Methodists. 

“It  is  evident  we  are 
moving  toward  a  per¬ 
manent  diaconate,  not 
only  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  but  ecumeni¬ 
cally.” 

Board  members  both  favoring  and 
disputing  the  study  committee  report 
agreed  that  the  denomination  needs  a 
new,  strong  permanent  diaconate.  The 
board,  by  adopting  the  report,  goes  on 
record  as  saying: 

•  The  permanent  diaconate  will  be  a 
new  ordained  order  of  deacon. 

•  A  deacon  would  hold  ministerial 
membership  in  an  annual  conference. 

•  A  deacon  would  be  subject  to  appoint¬ 
ment  by  a  bishop  but  would  not  be 
guaranteed  an  appointment,  being  left, 
rather,  to  work  out  his  or  her  own  place 
of  professional  employment. 

•  A  deacon  would  not  be  subject  to 
itinerate  (be  moved  from  one  job  to 
another  by  the  bishop). 

The  new  order  of  deacon  would  replace 
the  current  order,  which  is  intended 
primarily  as  a  step  toward  permanent 
ordination  as  an  elder.  The  new  order  of 
deacon  would  also  replace  the  current 
non-ordained  lay  professional  level  of 
“diaconal  ministry.”  In  both  cases, 
persons  now  holding  those  statuses  would 
be  allowed  to  retain  them,  but  there 
would  be  no  new  candidates  accepted  for 
the  diaconal  ministry  after  1984. 

The  present  ordained  order  of  elder 
would  remain  essentially  as  it  is. 

Elders  would  be  ordained  primarily  for 
the  ministry  of  word,  sacrament  and 
order,  “devoting  themselves  to  the  work 
of  the  church  and  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
general  ministry.” 

Deacons  would  be  understood  as  being 
ordained  “to  serve  in  ministries  focused 
primarily  on  liturgy,  service  and  justice 
within  the  local  congregation  and  in  the 
world.” 

As  examples  of  the  ministry  of 
■deacons,  the  board’s  report  cites  “a 
variety  .  .  .  such  as  community  develop¬ 
ment,  social  services,  health  ministries, 
[missions,  peace-making,  education, 
[counseling,  evangelism,  administration 
[and  music.” 

;  The  minority  attacked  the  majority 
J(committee)  report  primarily  on  two 
[grounds.  As  presented  by  the  Rev. 
Jerome  Del  Pino,  a  pastor  from  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  the  minority  asserted  that 
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the  new  order  of  deacon  would  be 
separated  from  the  historic  sacramental 
functions  (for  example,  serving 
communion)  of  the  ministry  and  that  the 
new  deacon  would  not  be  required  to 
enter  the  “covenant  of  itineracy” 
(subject  to  being  assigned  wherever 
needed  in  ministry ) . 

This  disassociation  of  one  part  of  the 
ordained  ministry  from  the  sacraments, 
Mr.  Del  Pino  insisted,  would  “confuse 
and  mislead”  laypersons.  And  the 
creation  of  two  kinds  of  ordained 
ministers  —  one  group  (elders)  subject 
to  itineration,  the  other  not  (deacons)  — 
“will  destroy  us  as  a  connectional 
church.” 

The  minority  report  called  for  creation 
of  an  ongoing  group  which  could  continue 
to  study  the  church’s  “theology  of  the 
ministry,”  report  to  each  session  of  the 
General  Conference,  and  have  no 
specified  termination  date. 

The  one  bishop  who  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  adopted  majority  report,  Bishop  W. 
Frederick  Wertz  of  the  Washington  Area, 
said  he  had  been  a  part  of  every  ministry 
study  except  one  since  1960. 

“It  is  evident  we  are  moving  toward  a 
permanent  diaconate,  not  only  we  United 
Methodists  but  ecumenically,”  Bishop 
Wertz  said.  “I  would  like  to  see  this 
board  out  ahead  of  the  movement  rather 
than  behind,  clapping  its  hands  ...  I 
think  we  are  ready  to  take  the  journey.” 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  of  the  Missouri 
Area  was  one  of  two  episcopal  leaders  to 
speak  in  favor  of  the  minority  report.  He, 
like  Bishop  Wertz  and  several  other 
speakers,  favored  a  permanent  di¬ 
aconate,  but  he  argued  for  “time  to 
perfect  it.”  The  covenant  relationship  of 
the  itineracy  is  very  important,  he  said. 
“How  can  we  maintain  it  if  some  are 
ordained  to  ministries  outside  the 
covenant?” 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area  agreed  that  United  Methodism 
needs  “a  new  diaconate.”  But  he  said  the 
majority  report  would  do  “a  disservice  to 
our  ecumenical  task  because  it  dilutes 
features  which  may  tie  among  our  most 
important  contributions.”  He  said  the 
majority  report  was  weak  in  describing 
functions  both  of  deacons  and  elders. 


pointed  out  that  God  is  described  in 
several  scriptures  in  the  RSV  Bible  as 
being  like  a  woman  or  having  female 
characteristics. 

The  title  “Lord”  is  changed  to 
“Sovereign,”  “the  Sovereign  One"  or 
“God”  in  the  new  lectionary. 

“Kingdom  of  God”  becomes  the 
“Realm  of  God.  ” 

“King”  is  changed  to  “Ruler”  or 
“Monarch.” 

“Brother’ 
changed  to 
“friends”  or 
the  context. 

Some  consider  inappropriate 

The  editors  quickly  admitted  that 
many  people  will  not  hear  those  changes 
this  Advent  because  their  churches  don’t 
follow  a  lectionary  or  because  their 
pastors  don’t  think  the  new  words  for 
Jesus  and  God  are  appropriate. 

But  the  editors  added  they  didn’t 
intend  that  the  lectiofiary  would  be 
accepted  by  everyone  or  totally  by 
anyone.  It  is  an  experimental  effort. 

The  NCC  started  the  project  to  aid  the 
hundreds  of  pastors  who  weekly  are 
struggling  to  paraphrase  the  scriptures 
for  their  worship  services  so  that  women 
and  dark-skinned  people  won’t  feel 
excluded  by  the  English  words  that 
disguise  the  all-inclusive  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  editors  said. 

The  Greek  language  in  which  books  of 
the  Bible  were  written  or  long-ago 
translated  was  a  patriarchal  language 
that  translated  easily  into  patriarchal 
English,  said  the  Rev.  Burton  H. 
Throckmorton  Jr.,  one  editor. 

But  one  cannot  look  at  Jesus’  life  and 
teaching  concerning  women  and  believe 
that  the  Gospel  itself  is  patriarchal,  he 
said. 

The  editors  said  they  expect  little 
resistance  to  the  change  of  “people 
words”  from  “men”  and  “mankind”  to 
“men  and  women”  and  “humankind.” 

But  protests  have  been  raised  about 

“Bui  of  that  day  and  hour  no  one 
knows,  not  even  the  angels  of 
heaven,  nor  the  SON,  but  the 
FATHER  only.  As  were  the  days  of 
Noah ,  so  will  be  the  coming  of  the 
SON  OF  MAN” 

Matthew  24:36-37 
(Revised  Standard  Version) 

the  removal  of  male  Deity  titles. 

Both  the  head  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  America  and  its  liturgical  committee 
recommended  last  week  that  Lutheran 
churches  not  use  the  new  lectionary. 

Lutheran  Bishop  James  R.  Crumley 
Jr.  said  the  lectionary  strays  too  far  in  its 
-“God  language.”  He  specifically 
complained  about  changing  “Son  of 
God”  to  “Child  of  God.” 

“To  refer  to  Jesus  as  God’s  ‘child’  is 
undoubtedly  true  in  one  sense  of  the 
word,  but  why  the  hesitancy  to  call  him 
‘son?’  After  all  he  was  a  male  baby  and 
grew  into  a  man.  We  do  not  call  grown 
men ‘children.’  ” 

At  a  press  conference,  the  lectionary’s 
editors  explained  that  nobody  wanted  to 
disguise  that  Jesus  was  a  male.  When 
God  took  human  form,  that  form  had  to 
be  either  male  or  female,  they  said. 

But  the  essence  of  Jesus  and  his  work 
of  salvation  had  nothing  to  do  with  his 
maleness,  said  the  Rev.  Victor  R.  Gold, 
chairman  of  the  lectionary  committee 
and  professor  of  Old  Testament  at 


Pacific  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary. 

“We  used  Jesus’  maleness  when  it 
matters,  such  as  when  he  was  taken  to 
the  temple  the  first  time,”  Dr.  Gold  said. 

“The  fact  is,”  said  Dr.  Throckmorton, 
“many  in  our  congregations  and  even 
many  pastors  believe  God  really  is  a  He 
and  that  salvation  is  inextricably  tied  up 
in  Jesus’  maleness.”  The  Scripture  read 
in  worship  services  should  not  reinforce 
bad  theology,  said  the  Presbyterian 
professor  of  New  Testament  at  Bangor 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  use  of  a  lectionary  is  voluntary  in 
United  Methodist  churches.  Lectionaries 
provide  a  cycle  of  scripture  readings 
chosen  so  that  members  will  hear  all  the 
major  themes  of  the  Bible  —  although  not 
nearly  all  the  verses  —  over  a  three-year 
period.  Three  passages  are  suggested  for 
each  Sunday  —  one  each  from  the  Old 
Testament,  the  Gospels.and  the  Epistles. 

The  lectionary  committee  has  no 
relationship  to  the  NCC  committee 
responsible  for  keeping  the  RSV  Bible 
up-to-date  in  English  language  and  the 
use  of  new  manuscript  discoveries. 

Literal  translation  also  needed 

“We  will  always  need  a  scripture  that 
is  the  best  possible  literal  rendition,” 
said  the  Rev.  Susan  Thistlethwaite, 
professor  of  theology  at  UM-related 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
and  a  United  Church  of  Christ  minister. 

But  during  a  worship  service,  changing 
the  spoken  scripture  to  be  sexually 
inclusive  has  evangelistic  importance, 
the  Rev.  Sharon  Ringe  told  the  Reporter. 

Non-Christians  and  infrequent  church¬ 
goers  are  the  ones  who  are  the  most 
jarred  when  they  hear  male-dominated 
language  in  scriptures  read  during 
worship,”  said  Dr.  Ringe,  professor  of 
New  Testament  at  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio  and  one  of  the  editors. 

She  points  to  replacement  of  “Son  of 
man”  with  “Human  One."  Although 
“Son  of  man”  is  a  good  translation  of  the 
Greek  manuscripts,  she  said,  the  Greek 

"But  of  that  day  and  hour  no  one 
knows,  not  even  the  angels  of 
heaven,  nor  the  CHIU),  but  GOD 
only.  As  were  the  days  of  Noah,  so 
will  be  the  coming  of  the  HUMAN 
ONE.” 

—  Matthew  24:36-37  (Inclusive 
Language  Lectionary) 

translation  was  not  an  accurate 
rendering  of  the  original  Hebrew. 

That  Hebrew  phrase  was  an  idiom 
which  referred  to  something  more  like 
the  “archetypical  human,”  she  said. 
“The  Human  One”  is  a  phrase  that 
captures  the  spirit  of  that  idiom.  Dr. 
Ringe  said. 

The  new  lectionary  also  has  eliminated 
many  references  which  equate  darkness 
with  evil.  Such  color  symbolism  has  led 
some  persons  and  groups  to  regard  dark- 
skinned  persons  as  less  worthy  than 
light-skinned  persons,  the  editors  said. 

Lutheran  Bishop  Crumley  argued  last 
week  that  the  new  lectionary  is  “often 
inaccurate  and  sometimes  written  in  a 
poor  and  inadequate  linguistic  style.” 
Consider : 

“For  God  so  loved  the 
world  that  God  gave  God’s 
only  Child,  that  whoever 
believes  in  that  Child 
should  not  perish  but  have 
eternal  life.” 

—  John  3:  16 


Transfer  of  Religious  News  Service 
nearing  final  stage  of  approval 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter’s  Executive  Committee 
approved  here  last  week  the  newspaper’s 
acquisition  of  the  nation’s1  largest 
interfaith  daily  news  wire  service. 

The  action  authorized  the  Reporter’s 
management  to  complete  plans  and 
arrangements  for  the  transfer  of 
Religious  News  Service  to  the  Reporter 
from  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews  effective  Nov.  15. 
The  action  also  specifies  that  the 
Reporter’s  44-member  Governing  Board 
must  give  final  approval  at  its  annual 
meeting  Nov.  9-11  before  the  transfer  is 
finalized. 

The  Reporter’s  Editor/General 
Manager,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  outlined  to  the  10-member  Executive 
Commtttee  the  reasoning  behind  the 
recommendation  by  the  newspaper’s 
executive  staff  that  responsibility  for 
RNS  be  assumed.  He  said  that  serious 
financial  difficulties  had  threatened 
RNS’  continuation  for  several  years,  and 
that  unless  the  Reporter  assumes 
ownership,  RNS  will  cease  to  exist  on 
Nov.  16.  He  said  the  judgment  of  the 
Reporter  staff  is  that  RNS  can  become  a 
viable,  financially  self-sustaining  outlet 
for  religious  news  within  three  years, 
and  that  the  potential  benefits  of  its 
acquisition  —  to  the  Reporter,  the  press, 
the  church  and  society  —  outweigh  the 
corresponding  risks. 

Religious  News  Service  provides  daily 
wire-service-type  materials  to  a  variety 
of  religious  and  public  news  outlets.  Its 
reports  include  stories  submitted  by  a 
network  of  correspondents  in  major 
cities  of  the  U.S.  and  abroad,  stories 
developed  by  RNS’  writing  staff,  and 
stories  submitted  by  the  news  offices  of 
major  denominations  and  other  religious 
groups.  Although  focusing  on  religious 
news,  RNS  seeks  to  reflect  no  sectarian 
bias  in  its  selection,  editing  and  writing 
of  materials. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  Reporter 


management’s  plan  for  operating  RNS 
includes  establishing  it  as  a  separate  not- 
for-profit  corporation  headquartered  in 
Dallas,  with  relocated  editorial  offices  in 
New  York  City  and  a  news  bureau  in 
Washington.  RNS’  editorial  operations 
are  expected  to  continue  under  the 
leadership  of  Gerald  Renner,  51,  and  a 
Roman  Catholic,  who  has  served  as 
Editor/Oirector  since  1979.  Most  other 
members  of  the  RNS  professional  staff 
likewise  will  be  retained.  The  news 
service's  production,  distribution,  and 
financial  operations  will  be  moved  to 
Dallas. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  that  plans  call  for 
upgraded  services  in  a  number  of  areas, 
accompanied  by  a  vigorous  marketing 
effort.  An  RNS  Advisory  Board  will  be 
created  from  among  RNS  subscriber- 
publications,  he  said,  and  in  increase  in 
rates  will  be  unavoidable. 

“If  RNS  is  to  remain  alive  and  become 
healthy,  it  must  become  economically 
self-supporting.  An  ongoing  subsidy  of 
RNS  by  the  Reporter  is  not  an  option,” 
Mr.  Dunnam  said.  He  expressed 
confidence,  however,  that  RNS  can 
become  a  news  source  of  such  recognized 
quality  and  significance  that  no  medium 
endeavoring  to  report  religious  news  can 
afford  to  be  without  it. 

Mr.  Dunnam  noted  the  Reporter  has 
been  the  largest  single  RNS  subscriber 
for  several  years  and  that  “its  demise 
would  adversely  affect  the  newspaper, 
both  in  terms  of  budget  and  reporting 
quality.” 

In  addition  to  helping  the  Reporter  and 
other  religious  news  media,  Mr.  Dunnam 
said  “a  revitalized  and  expanded 
Religious  News  Service  can  be  expected 
to  result  in  more  religious  news  being 
published  in  many  public  newspapers 
across  the  U.S.  It  would  be  tragic  for  the 
one  concentrated  source  of  religious 
news  to  go  out  of  business  just  as  a 
resurgence  of  religious  experience  and 
recognition  of  its  importance  in  our 
society  is  taking  place.” 


Mr.  Dunnam  recalled  that  “contact 
with  the  Reporter  was  initiated  by  RNS 
and  its  parent  and  sponsoring  body,  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews  in  late  July  after  they  determined 
that  they  could  not  continue  subsidizing 
RNS  operations  because  of  shrinking 
financial  resources. 

The  NCCJ  founded  RNS  in  1934  as  one, 
means  of  promoting  national  —  and  later 
international  —  interreligious 
understanding. 

The  NCCJ,  headed  by  Mrs.  Jacqueline 
Wexler,  decided  to  seek  a  new  sponsor 
rather  than  just  closing  RNS  down.  Of 
the  organizations  considered,  the  Re¬ 
porter  was  deemed  to  be  most  compatible 
in  news  reporting  philosophy  and  style 
with  that  of  RNS,  Mr.  Renner  said. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  acquisition  of 
RNS  is  consistent  with  United 
Methodism’s  traditional  self-understand¬ 
ing  and  mission.  “Throughout  its  history, 
Methodism  has  demonstrated  a  capacity 
to  recognize  a  need  and  respond 
effectively,  even  when  doing  so  might 
appear  removed  from  the  church’s  basic 
purpose.  We  have  been  instrumental  in 
developing  schools,  colleges,  hospitals 
and  children’s  homes,”  he  said.  “Why 
not  also  in  continuing  a  valued  news 
service?” 

The  Reporter  is  owned  by  the  seven 
United  Methodist  Conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  The  newspaper  has  no 
official  relationship  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  or  to 
denomination’s  general  boards  and 
agencies,  but  it  is  the  official  publication 
for  40  of  the  UMC’s  73  annual  conferences 
and  more  than  300  local  churches,  and 
has  a  weekly  circulation  of  500,000. 

In  addition,  UMR  is  the  parent 
organization  for  the  National  Christian 
Reporter,  created  in  1981  to  provide  simi¬ 
lar  services  to  Protestant  churches  other 
than  United  Methodists.  This  interdenom¬ 
inational  newspaper  serves  churches  of 
eight  denominations  and  has  a  weekly 
circulation  of  approximately  25,000. 
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The  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Butts  holds  court  verdict  as  his  wife,  two  children  and 
host  of  family  and  friends  give  him  support. 
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UM  minister  rejoices 
at  reversed  conviction 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  A  prominent  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  in  the  Southeast  can  preach 
again  as  a  result  of  a  UM  court  of  appeals 
decision  last  Friday  to  reverse  his  con¬ 
viction  by  an  annual  conference  court. 

The  decision  restored  the  Rev.  Thomas 
L.  Butts,  53,  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  sev¬ 
eral  positions  of  regional  and  national 
pastoral  appointment  within  the  denomi¬ 
nation  from  which  he  had  been  suspended. 

At  a  victory  celebration  with  family 
and  friends  immediately  after  the 
verdict,  Dr.  Butts  said  he  is  asking  the 
“supreme  court”  of  United  Methodism 
later  this  month  to  set  aside  his  confer¬ 
ence’s  election  last  spring  of  ministerial 
delegates  to  General  Conference  and  to 
call  for  a  new  election. 

Since  he  led  the  clergy  delegation  in  both 
1976  and  1980,  it  is  obvious  he  would  have 
been  elected  again  had  his  bishop  not  bar¬ 
red  him  from  being  nominated,  he  said. 

Until  a  series  of  charges  were  brought 
against  him  last  winter,  Dr.  Butts  also 
was  considered  by  many  to  be  a  leading 
candidate  for  election  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1984.  But  last  April,  the  Alabama-West 
Florida  Annual  Conference  trial  court 
suspended  him  from  all  ministerial 
functions  until  May  1985. 

For  two  weeks  last  April,  daily  news¬ 
paper  headlines  in  Alabama  screamed  a 
stream  of  witnesses’  allegations  during 
an  open  church  trial  about  adulterous 
relationships,  heavy  drinking,  gambling 
and  political  conspiracy  involving  United 
Methodist  ministers  and  members.  The 
allegations  were  directed  at  both  Dr. 
Butts  and  his  accusers. 

A  “trial  court”  of  13  ministers  from  the 
conference  found  Dr.  Butts  “not  guilty” 
of  the  charges  of  “immorality”  (sexual 
relationship  with  a  church  secretary) 
and  “practices  declared  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  incompatible 
with  Christian  teachings”  (drinking 
alcohol  in  his  church  and  at  church 
functions  to  the  point  of  drunkenness) . 

But  Dr.  Butts  was  judged  to  be  guilty  of 
“relationships  and  behavior  which  under¬ 
mines  the  ministry  of  another  pastor.” 

Specifically,  the  April  court  declared 
that  Dr.  Butts  had  used  “deceit”  in 
persuading  an  associate  pastor  in  his 
church  to  surrender  his  ministerial 
credentials  after  that  associate  pastor 
had  been  named  in  a  divorce  suit  of 
former  church  members  as  a  regular 
sexual  partner  of  the  wife. 

Dr.  Butts’  attorney  argued  to  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s  Court  of 
Appeals  last  week  that  the  Rev.  A1 


Norris'  ministry  could  not  have  been 
undermined  anymore  than  Mr.  Norris 
had  done  himself  by  engaging  in  adulter¬ 
ous  relationships  with  more  than  one 
church  member,  which  he  admitted  dur¬ 
ing  the  April  trial. 

After  three  hours  and  25  minutes  of 
deliberations,  the  court  of  appeals  called 
in  the  prosecutors,  Dr.  Butts  and  his 
wife,  children,  brothers,  sisters, 
brothers-in-law  and  attorneys. 

They  stood  as  the  chairman,  the  Rev. 
Allen  Bailey  of  First  UMC,  Starkville, 
Miss.,  read  the  terse,  12-line  verdict.  The 
last  sentence  simply  stated : 

“By  majority  vote  the  court  found  that 
the  evidence  does  not  support  the  verdict 
of  the  (April)  Trial  Court,  and  so 
reverses  the  verdict  of  that  court.  ” 

Dr.  Butts  told  the  Reporter:  “Anybody 
who  wouldn’t  have  anger  at  what  the 
annual  conference  has  done  to  me  and 
my  family  would  not  be  normal.” 

Dr.  Butts  was  a  well-known  national 
radio  preacher,  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
and  the  UMC’s  Bicentennial  Committee 
and  chairman  of  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction’s  committee  on  TV  ministries. 

As  pastor  for  seven  years  of  the 
prestigious,  2,600-member  First  UMC  of 
Montgomery,  his  worship  services  were 
televised  weekly.  He  wrote  a  daily  coun¬ 
seling  column  in  the  local  paper. 

At  the  trial,  he  denied  every  charge  of 
illicit  sexual  conduct  involving  seven  wo¬ 
men.  Some  women  testified  to  the  affairs, 
some  denied  them  and  some  did  not  testify. 

Dr.  Butts  told  the  Reporter  last  week 
that  for  33  years  he  has  counseled  two  or 
three  women  —  alone  —  nearly  every 
day.  “Is  it  surprising  that  somebody 
out  to  get  you  could  find  two  or  three 
women  unstable  enough  to  make  these 
kinds  of  charges?” 

His  supporters  claimed  his  annual  con¬ 
ference  is  highly  politicized  and  that  the 
leaders  of  the  “conservative  party”  were 
trying  to  get  rid  of  the  “Liberal  party" 
leader  because  of  his  outspokenness  on 
civil  rights  and  because  he  smokes  and 
on  occasion  has  a  drink  of  alcohol. 

Legal  counsel  for  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  told  the  Reporter  that  Dr.  Butts’ 
claims  were  preposterous”  and  that  the 
conference  had  pursued  the  case  because 
his  pastor-parish  relations  committee  had 
been  complaining  about  him  for  a  year. 

As  evidence  of  his  support.  Dr.  Butts 
noted  that  UM  ministers  and  laypersons 
across  the  conference  have  paid  his 
$30,000  legal  expenses  and  provided  a 
house  for  him  and  his  family,  a  1983 
car  and  a  $2,000  a  month  allowance. 


When  Divorce  Becomes  a  Reality, 

How  Does  a  Christian  Cope? 

Lewis  R.  Rambo  speaks  from  his  own  experience  to  offer  real  hope 
and  help  to  every  Christian  who  has  been  through  a  divorce,  every 
person  facing  divorce,  or  any  individual  feeling  the  pain  of  someone 
else’s  divorce. $4. 95,  softcover. 
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UM  social  action  agency  yields  policy  proposals 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  Restitution  for  the 
victims  of  crime  should  be  as  important 
as  rehabilitation  of  the  criminal  in 
United  Methodism’s  goals  for  criminal 
justice,  according  to  a  proposal  adopted 
Oct.  8  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Restitution  to  victims  for  their  losses 
should  be  a  part  of  the  rehabilitation 
process  with  the  hope  that  the  criminal 
and  victim  eventually  could  be 
reconciled,  states  the  proposed 
resolution  which  will  be  forwarded  to 
General  Conference  in  1984. 

In  another  proposal,  the  board  voted  to 
call  for  the  UMC’s  Social  Principles  to  be 
changed  to  reject  the  military  draft  in 
time  of  war  as  well  as  peace. 

The  denomination’s  social  action 
agency  also  will  seek  a  change  in  the 
Social  Principles  that  would  address  the 
"great  cost”  of  homosexuals  feeling  they 
rhust  "hide  their  identity.” 

“Persons  should  not  be  discriminated 
against  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation,”  the  proposed  language 
states. 

These  were  among  more  than  25 
proposals  voted  by  Church  and  Society 

Combating 
seen  as  no. 

%  Reporter  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  In  an 
agonizing  debate,  directors  of  United 
Methodism’s  social  action  agency 
decided  not  to  ask  that  the  issues  of  peace 
or  world  hunger  receive  priority 
attention  from  the  denomination  in  the 
period  1985-88. 

After  more  than  an  hour  of  deeply 
conciliatory  but  divided  discussion  Oct. 
8,  the  majority  of  the  board  members 
decided  to  send  a  recommendation  to  the 
1984  General  Conference  which  states : 

“The  fact  of  racism  in  all  of  its  many 
forms  and  structures  is  operative 
throughout  our  church  and  society.  This 
fact  alone  calls  for  the  continuation  of  the 
‘Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church’  as  the 
missional  priority  for  the  1985 
quadrennium.” 

That  was  one  of  three  priorities  1977-80 
and  is  the  sole  priority  1981-84. 

Evelyn  Burns  of  the  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference  indicated 
the  difficulty  many  directors  felt  with 
changing  from  the  board's  spring 
recommendation  for  a  “Living  the 
Vision”  priority  that  would  have 
addressed  the  concerns  of  the  ethnic 
churches,  peace  with  justice  and  hunger. 

“I’m  almost  heartbroken  to  have  to 
decide  in  this  way,”  she  said.  “At  a  time 
when  the  Roman  Catholics  and  others 
are  making  such  a  witness,  the  (ethnic 
church  priority)  doesn’t  seem  to  show 
proper  concern  for  the  great  efforts 
toward  peace  and  against  hunger.” 

In  the  end,  she  voted  with  the  majority 
in  the  37  to  21  tally  in  favor  of  continuing 
the  current  priority. 

An  important  argument  for  the  ethnic 


directors  during  a  marathon  legislative 
session  that  began  the  morning  of  Oct.  8 
and  finished  with  barely  a  quorum  of  the 
members  awake  and  present  at  1:18  the 
next  morning. 

Although  any  United  Methodist 
individual  or  group  may  petition  the 
General  Conference,  Church  and 
Society’s  suggestions  for  changing 
official  policy  on  social  issues  are 
especially  significant  because  General 
Conference  assigns  to  the  agency  the 
task  of  studying  social  issues  and 
implementing  official  stances. 

The  board  is  asking  the  1984  General 
Conference  delegates  to  adopt  its 
suggestions  for  revising  —  and  adding  to 
—  the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Resolutions”  and 
the  Social  Principles  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline.” 

If  adopted  by  the  General  Conference, 
the  proposed  statements  become  the 
official  positions  of  the  9.5  million 
member  United  Methodist  Church.  They 
are  the  only  stances  that  can  be 
attributed  to  the  denomination,  for  in¬ 
stance,  during  testimony  in  congres¬ 
sional  hearings. 

Here  are  some  of  the  proposals 
adopted  by  the  62  Church  and  Society 
directors  at  the  four-day  meeting  here: 

racism 
1  priority 

church  priority  was  that  it  has  the  best 
chance  of  “beating”  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries’  “Church  Alive”  proposal 
at  General  Conference. 

Since  the  GCOM  —  which  is  asked  by 
General  Conference  to  recommend  the 
missional  priority  —  already  has 
rejected  “Living  the  Vision,”  the  best 
chance  at  “beating”  GCOM  is  to  combine 
with  several  other  agencies  which  are 
going  to  push  for  the  ethnic  local  church 
priority  at  General  Conference,  several 
directors  said. 

“I  see  the  GCOM’s  ‘Church  Alive’ 
priority  as  racist  because  it  co-opts  the 
minorities,”  said  the  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey 
of  the  Kansas  East  conference. 

“Church  Alive”  would  emphasize  new 
church  development  and  revitalization  of 
old  congregations  (with  half  the  money 
going  to  efforts  in  ethnic  communities) 
and  would  place  expectations  on  each  of 
the  39,000  UM  congregations  to  become 
engaged  in  new  ministries  of  justice 
concerning  peace,  hunger,  racism, 
criminal  matters,  etc.  (see  UMR,  Oct.  7). 

No  Church  and  Society  director  spoke 
favorably  toward  “Church  Alive.” 

Nonetheless,  the  GCOM  proposal  will 
be  hard  to  stop,  said  Andrew  Hernandez 
of  the  Rio  Grande  conference.  “There’s 
this  feeling  in  the  church  that  the  GCOM 
is  the  protector  of  the  grassroots 
church.” 

The  choice  of  a  missional  priority  will 
determine  the  direction  of  countless 
programs  at  every  level  of  the  church, 
the  focus  of  much  creative  effort  among 
church  leaders  and  the  spending  of 
millions  of  dollars  raised  in  special 
apportionments. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  for 
growing  South  Garland  church.  20  hour  week. 
Previous  church  experience  required.  Call  (214 )  279- 
6145 

advance 

FULL-TIME  Communications  specialist  with 
Kansas  West  Conference.  Edits  conference 
newspaper,  develops  video  ministries,  promotional 
materials.  Journalism  degree/Religious 
communication  experience  preferred.  Send 
resume/references  to  Jim  Reed.  151  N.  Volutsia, 
Wichita,  KS  67214  by  Nov.  1,  1983.  Position  begins 
Dec  1.1983.  | 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  JUNE  1,  1984:  Director  of 
Administration/Treasurer,  Southwest  Texas 
Conference,  United  Methodist  Church.  Lay  or  clergy 
person  with  financial  and  management  skills  may 
address  inquiry  to  Search  Committee,  Box  28098,  San 
Antonio,  TX  78284  before  December  1st. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  CHOIR  DIRECTOR/ 
Director  of  program  for  eight  hundred  member 
growing  congregation  in  Philadelphia,  Miss. 
Active  program  including  television  ministry. 
Salary  negotiable.  Duties  begin  either  Jan.  1  or  July 

1,  1984.  Contact  Dr.  James  R.  McCormick.  P.O  Box 
308.  Philadelphia.  MS  39350 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  3.700  member  church  with 
highest  Church  School  average  attendance  in  Florida 
conference,  established  year-round  program,  250 
youth  enrolled.  Master's  Degree  in  Christian 
Education  preferred,  experience  required,  salary 
negotiable  Send  resume,  references  to  Mrs.  Jon 
Luce;  First  United  Methodist  Church;  72  Lake 

Morton  Drive;  Lakeland,  FL  33801. 

beautiful  lots  for  sale.  Terms.  Private-gate  and  guard, 
discount  to  ministers  and  teachers.  Horace  Barker. 
Madisonville,  Tennessee  37354.  (615)  442-2382;  Cass 
Turner  —  (615  )  442-5427 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/MINISTER  to  serve  as 
specialist  to  and  with  youth  and  their  leaders.  Full¬ 
time  position  for  trained  and  experienced  leaders; 
church  of  900,  salary  and  benefits  negotiable, 
multiple  staff.  Music  skills  desirable.  Send  resume  to 
Dan  Benedict,  Covina  UMC,  437  W.  San  Bernardino 
Road.  Covina.  CA  91723. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  WORKER  -  Music 
Director  and  organist.  Should  have  experience  with 

United  Methodist  Church.  1100  Central,  Hot  Springs. 
AR  71901  (501*  623-6668. 

IS  YOUR  GROUP  NEEDING  FUNDS?  Try  a 
Watkins  Products  Fundraiser.  Free  information 
mailed  on  request.  J  and  S  Associates,  324  N.  High 

St  .  Jackson.  MO  63755.  (314)  243-3072. 

SAVIN  770  COPIER  ask  $500  Choir  robes  w/stole 

ask  $15  each.  Park  Hill  UMC.  Denver.  CO  (303 1  322- 

1867  Don  Ca  hoy. 

PROVEN  FUNDRAISER:  Women’s/mission 
groups!  “Christmas  Recipes  From  Scandinavia" 
cookbook.  Sample  copy:  $4.95,  postpaid,  or  free 
details.  Lone  Oak  Gifts.  4397  Onyx,  Eagan.  MN 
55122. 

SUMMER  EXCHANGE  1984.  For  a  month,  let’s 
exchange  My  active,  exciting  Vermont  parish  for 
your  West  Coast  parish.  Write:  Rev.  Thomas 
Shanklin.  Box  463.  Bra ttleboro.  VT  05301 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY  -  Full 

time  Youth  Director  and  full  time  Music  Director 
Salaries  negotiable.  Currently  accepting  resumes. 

FOUR  PART  ANTHEMS  "Carol  of  Bethlehem," 

"Noel."  in  one  copy,  654  plus  postage.  Box  156, 
Jamestown.  PA  16134. 

Church,  P.O.  Box  236,  Maitland,  FL  32751 .  Telephone 
<3051644-5222. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  to  work  with 

predominantly  black  UMC  congregations  in  Nashville 
District  and  in  admissions  for  Scarritt  College. 
Contact  the  Rev  John  Corry,  Meharry  Medical 
College.  Nashville.  TN  37208  by  Oct.  31. 

DIRECTOR  OK  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  desired  for 
2.400  member  First  UMC,  Odessa.  Texas. 

Experience  preferred.  Current  program  is 
extremely  active.  Strong  church  support.  Resumes : 
Pastor  415  N  Lee.  Odessa.  TX  79761 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOURS:  Two  16- 
day  tours  departing  Denver,  CO  or  NYC.  Rev.  James 
Barnes.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Denver. 
Tour  host.  June  14-29  —  Passion  Play  &  Holy  Land. 
Mt.  Nebo.  Amman,  Galilee,  Jerusalem  &  Masada. 
July  17-Aug.  1  —  Passion  Play  &  Danube  Capitals. 
Salzburg.  Prague.  Budapest.  &  Vienna.  For  brochure 

CAMPING  POSITIONS:  Director  of  Camps  and 

Conferences.  Site  Manager-Director,  Assistant  Mgr 
Write:  Dennis  R.  Emrick,  United  Methodist  Office, 
P.O.  Box  820.  Valley  Forge.  PA  19482. 

1984  PASSION  PLAY-PLUS  Portugal.  Spam. 

839-1493 

escorted  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Laux.  6247 
Annapolis.  Dallas.  TX  75214  Brochure  available 

WOMENS  PROGRAM  BOOK:  11  programs.  8 
devotionals.  potpourri  of  ideas  for  coordinators,  all 

ALDERSGATE  UMC.  Sumter.  SC.  is  seeking  a 
Director  of  Church  Program  for  immediate 
employment  Responsibilities  for  the  development 
and  coordination  of  programs  for  all  age  levels  of  the 
Church.  Experienced  in  Church  Administration  and 
Christian  Ministry  A  strong  commitment  to  the 

Order  “Let  Your  Light  So  Shine."  $3.75  each,  from 
Good  News.  Wilmore.  KY  40390 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Dr.,  N.Y.,  NY 
10115. 

UMC.  211  Alice  Drive,  Sumter.  SC  29150  (  803  )  775- 
1602 

DILLON.  CO  TIMESHARE.  Large  1  bdrm.  pool, 
jacuzzi,  sauna,  tennis.  Near  lake  &  skiing.  Choose 

THE  KINSMEN  OF  DALLAS.  TEXAS,  will  perform 

any  week  but  Christmas  $2,500.  Peterson,  6842 

W  Eldorado  PI.,  Lakewood.  CO  80227.  (303  )  987-0396. 

City  of  Milford,  on  Saturday,  Oct  29,  at  7:00  p  m  The 
church  is  located  on  Highway  77.  All  are  invited  to 
come 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  for  Internship 
Training.  Methodist  Family  Life  Ministries  Ph.  D. 
or  Ed.  D.  in  marriage  and  family  counseling  or  in 
counseling  with  concentration  in  marriage  and 
family  Clinical  membership  in  AAMFT  with 
approved  supervisory  status.  Five  or  more  years 
experience  in  counselor  education  and  supervision. 
Position  available  in  April  1984.  Salary  based  upon 
experience  and  qualifications.  Resumes  and 
recommendations  required.  Contact:  W  R.  Gentry. 
Executive  Director,  Methodist  Family  Life 
Ministries.  204  North  Second  Street.  Memphis.  TN 
38105,  Telephone  (901 )  726-8477 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  for  Counseling 
Services,  Methodist  Family  Life  Ministries,  Ph.  D. 
or  Ed  D  in  marriage  and  family  counseling,  or  in 
counseling  with  concentration  in  marriage  and 
family  Position  available  January  1984  Salary 
based  upon  qualifications  and  experience  Resumes 
and  recommendations  required.  Contact:  W  R 
Gentry.  Executive  Director.  Methodist  Family  Life 
Ministries,  204  North  Second  Street.  Memphis.  TN 
38105  Telephone  (901*  726-8477 

Mrs.  Willie  May  Mathis  weeps  at  the 
funeral  of  her  son,  Jeffrey,  in  Atlanta.  A 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  proposal 
asks  that  restitution  to  victims  be 
considered  as  part  of  the  rehabilitation  of 
criminals. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Criminal  justice 

Current  UMC  policy  mentions 
restitution  (compensation  for  loss, 
damage  or  injury)  of  victims,  but  talks 
primarily  about  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
criminal. 

But  Church  and  Society  proposes  “The 
primary  purpose  of  a  sentence  for  a 
crime  is  to  protect  society  from  future 
crimes  by  the  offender,  the  deterrence  of 
offenders  from  committing  a  crime, 
restitution  of  the  victim,  and  assistance 
to  the  offender  to  become  a  law-abiding 
citizen .  .  . 


“A  criminal  justice  system  that  is  just 
and  humane  has  as  its  goal  restoration 
rather  than  vengeance.” 

Laws  should  be  left  flexible  about 
penalties  to  enable  judges  creatively  to 
use  sentences  of  restitution  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  or  instead  of  incarceration, 
the  proposal  suggests. 

Military  conscription 

The  1980  General  Conference’s  adopted 
resolution  on  peace  urges  repeal  of  all 
military  conscription  laws.  But  the 
Social  Principles  —  placed  beside  the 
Statement  on  Doctrine  in  the  “Book  of 
Discipline”  —  reject  the  military  draft  as 
incompatible  with  the  gospel  only  during 
“peacetime.” 

Church  and  Society  is  recommending 
that  the  Social  Principles  oppose  the 
draft  in  any  environment. 

The  Social  Principles  "support”  both 
individuals  who  refuse  to  serve  in  the 
armed  forces  for  reasons  of  conscience 
and  those  who  “conscientiously  choose  to 
serve  in  the  armed  forces.” 

Church  and  Society’s  proposed 
revision  would  remove  the  word 
“support”  for  members  of  the  armed 
forces.  It  would  “support”  persons  who 
refuse  to  serve  and  “extend  the  ministry 
of  the  church”  to  those  in  the  military. 

Further,  all  youth  would  be  urged  “to 
seek  the  counsel  of  the  church”  in  trying 
to  decide  the  nature  of  their 
responsibility  as  citizens. 

The  agency’s  directors  are  proposing  a 
statement  opposing  laws  that  deny 
federal  financial  aid  to  students  who 
refuse  to  register  for  the  draft. 

Homosexuality 

•  Church  and  Society  directors  voted  to 
propose  that  the  section  on  sexuality  in 
the  Social  Principles  commit  the  church 
to  “ministry  with  all  persons  regardless 
of  sexual  orientation  without  either  a 
condoning  or  condemning  attitude.” 

That  would  replace  current  language 
that  says  the  UMC  does  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  considers 
the  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching. 

A  few  members  strongly  favored 
calling  for  ministry  but  retaining  the 


“incompatible”  label.  The  final  vote  was 
48  for  dropping  the  label  to  four  against 
with  three  abstentions. 

•  Members  also  voted  to  request 
removal  from  the  Discipline  of  a 
prohibition  against  the  use  of  church 
money  to  promote  homosexuality.  The 
main  argument  for  the  move  was  that  the 
current  language  might  prohibit 
dialogue  with  homosexuals  and  Christian 
ministry  to  them. 

In  a  hot  debate,  several  members 
contended  that  it  would  be  better  simply 
to  add  a  sentence  stating  that  the 
prohibition  does  not  apply  to  ministries. 
They  won  the  right  to  insert  their 
minority  report  in  Church  and  Society’s 
petition  to  General  Conference.  The  vote 
to  remove  the  prohibition  was  44  to  14 
with  four  absentions. 

•  A  third  proposal  would  have  the 
Social  Principles  call  for  legal  sanctions 
against  those  who  discriminate  against 
homosexuals.  One  member  asked  if  the 
resolution  would  have  implications  for 
the  denomination  —  which  traditionally 
discriminates  against  homosexuals  in 
filling  jobs  such  as  clergy  and  agency 
staff  positions. 

“Yes,  it  would,”  said  the  Rev.  Richard 
Parker  of  New  York'whose  committee 
introduced  the  resolution.  The  vote  was 
50  to  one  with  one  abstention. 

Runaway  children 

An  estimated  one  million  children  are 
reported  missing  each  year,  the 
proposed  resolution  states. 

“We  recognize  the  prevalence  of 
physical,  sexual  or  emotional  abuse  as 
the  underlying  cause  for  almost  half  of 
the  behaviors  classified  as  running 
away,”  it  reads. 

Local  congregations  and  annual 
conferences  already  engaged  in  outreach 
to  runaway  youth  are  commended. 

The  proposal  would  encourage  local 
church  efforts  toward  preventing  “run¬ 
ning  away”  by  offering  programs  to 
strengthen  and  support  families. 

Economic  justice 

A  seven-page  proposed  policy  on 
economic  justice  states  that  the  UMC 
should  witness  to  economic  forces  “to 


serve  the  purposes  of  justice  and 
community.”  It  states  that: 

•  New  structures  must  be  established 
to  hold  international  corporations 
accountable  for  their  products  and 
conduct; 

•  Banks  and  large  corporations  should 
provide  for  worker  and  public 
participation  in  decision-making; 

•  “Profits  and  benefits  created  by 
production  must  be  distributed  on  a  more 
equal  basis  among  owners,  management, 
labor  and  the  community” ; 

•  “Investments  in  military  weaponry 
must  be  converted  to  investment  in 
industries  that  produce  for  human 
need.” 

The  document  received  criticism  from 
a  few  members  as  being  unbalanced  in 
its  critique  of  problems  and  failing  to 
reflect  that  communist  as  well  as 
capitalist  governments  exploit  people 
and  resources.  The  resolution  was  sent  to 
General  Conference  on  a  38  to  five  vote 
with  two  abstentions. 

Environmental  concern 

A  theology  of  environmental 
stewardship  is  a  major  part  of  a 
proposed  11-page  policy  on  the 
environment. 

The  statement  notes  the  Methodist 
tradition  of  environmentalism.  John 
Wesley’s  great  emphasis  on  cleanliness 
was  a  result  of  his  observing  England’s 
open  sewers,  impure  water,  unplanned 
cities,  smoke-filled  air,  squalor,  filth  and 
disease,  the  proposal  says. 

If  adopted  by  General  Conference, 
United  Methodists  would  be  urged  to 
participate  actively  in  community 
recycling  programs  and  in  neighborhood 
groups  concerned  about  the  dumping  of 
hazardous,  toxic  and  nuclear  wastes. 

It  would  encourage  practices  by 
farmers  and  governments  that  would 
preserve  the  most  productive  soils  for 
agricultural  purposes. 

It  also  would  oppose  measures  which 
eliminate  diversity  in  plant  and  animal 
varieties. 

Copies  of  all  proposals  may  be 
obtained  by  writing  to  Church  and 
Society  at  100  Maryland  Ave.  NE, 
Washington  D.C.  20002. 


More  nominees  than  openings 


Bishop  candidates  get  endorsed 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

More  than  two  dozen  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  been  officially  —  and  publicly 
—  endorsed  as  candidates  to  be  elected 
as  bishops  in  1984. 

Seventeen  positions  are  expected  to  be 
open  among  the  45  on  the  Council  of 
Bishops  in  active  superintendency  of 
episcopal  areas.  Thus  right  away  it  is 
clear  that  not  every  person  endorsed  can 
be  elected. 

Bishops,  though  general 
superintendents  of  the  whole  church,  are 
elected  in  the  UMC’s  five  major 
geographical  regions  known  as 
jurisdictional  conferences.  The  number 
of  positions  open  and  the  number  of 
persons  endorsed  varies  widely  among 
those  regions. 

Openings  by  region 

The  Northeastern  Jurisdiction,  for 
instance,  is  expected  to  have  two 
vacancies.  And  two  endorsements  have 
been  reported  so  far  in  that  region  by 
Newscope,  the  weekly  newsletter. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  with  six 
vacancies  expected,  has  at  least  14 
endorsees. 

Other  tallies  so  far  are  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  four  vacancies,  five 
endorsements;  North  Central 
Jurisdiction,  three  vacancies,  five 
endorsements;  Western  Jurisdiction, 
two  vacancies,  no  endorsements. 

Almost  all  endorsements  to  date  have 
come  from  delegations  elected  to 
represent  their  annual  conferences  at  the 
jurisdictional  sessions  next  July.  Most  of 
these  are  of  the  “favorite  son”  or 
“favorite  daughter”  variety. 

Endorsement  and  public  announce¬ 


ment  of  it  also  clears  the  way  for 
candidates  and  their  supporters  to 
pursue  campaign  strategy.  As  far  back 
as  1976,  when  open  endorsement  and 
electioneering  first  became  prominent, 
candidates  had  elaborate  printed 
materials. 

Formal  nominations  of  episcopal 
candidates  by  annual  conferences  can 
not  occur  until  their  1984  sessions  during 
next  May  and  June.  These,  too,  are 
primarily  of  the  “favorite  son  or 
daughter”  variety,  and  they  imply  bloc 
voting  or  strong  support  for  the  named 
candidate  through  at  least  the  early 
ballots  of  the  jurisdictional  conferences. 

Longtime  observers  of  the  episcopal 
endorsement/nomination/election  proc¬ 
ess  said  they  believe  the  number  has 
grown  and  the  date  has  advanced  for 
announcing  endorsements  ever  since  the 
policy  became  public  in  1976. 

Endorsements  by  region 

Endorsements  as  reported  so  far  in¬ 
clude: 

•  North  Central  Jurisdiction:  H. 
Thomas  Walker,  Richfield  UMC, 
Minneapolis,  by  Minnesota  conference 
delegation;  Rueben  Job,  editor,  “Upper 
Room,”  North  and  South  Dakota 
conference  delegations;  Charles  Wesley 
Jordan,  superintendent,  Chicago 
Southern  District,  Northern  Illinois 
conference  delegation;  R.  Sheldon 
Duecker,  High  Street  UMC,  Muncie, 
North  Indiana  conference  delegation; 
David  J.  Lawson,  Carmel  UMC,  South 
Indiana  conference  delegation. 

•  South  Central  Jurisdiction:  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  conference  delegation; 
Jack  D.  Heacock,  First  UMC,  Austin, 


Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  The  UM  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  gave  highest 
priority  here  last  week  to  a  new 
emphasis  on  developing  congregations. 

'Hie  board  divided  its  self-defined 
“challenge”  into  three  sections,  none 
with  precise  goals  or  costs : 

•  Developing  new  congregations; 

•  Revitalization  of  congregations  ; 

•  Developing  growing  congregations. 

The  board  adopted  a  nine-page  outline 

from  its  Section  on  Evangelism,  which 
traditionally  has  had  the  responsibility  to 
prepare  printed  materials  and  other 
resources  intended  to  help  develop 
congregations. 

But  some  debate  within  the  section 
itself  had  preceded  board  action.  Section 
leaders  said  that  some  “turf”  problems 
are  developing  between  Discipleship’s 
Section  on  Evangelism  and  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Division, 
which  provides  consultation  for  churches 
planning  to  build  new  structures  or  to 
remodel  existing  ones. 

The  Evangelism  section’s  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Leontine  Kelly,  said 
the  National  Division’s  recent 


development  of  a  church  development 
“packet”  goes  far  beyond  the  “brick  and 
mortar”  stages.  She  said  a  task  force 
between  the  two  agencies  attempts  to  re¬ 
solve  problem  areas. 

Both  the  Evangelism  section  and  the 
full  board  when  it  received  the  report 
later  were  upset  over  a  proposal  that 
Evangelism  receive  less  funds  than  it 
feels  are  needed  for  congregational 
revitalization  and  absolutely  no  funds  for 
new  church  development.  The  funding 
proposals  are  part  of  a  “missional 
priority”  for  1985-88  coming  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  next 
month. 

Ms.  Kelly  noted  that  congregations 
“can  begin  in  many  ways  such  as  church 
‘planting,’  spin-offs  from  existing 
congregations,  and  some  starting  in 
homes.”  She  also  said  that  at  least  four 
sections  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  — 
her  own  in  Evangelism  and  others  in 
Worship,  Stewardship,  and  Education  — 
are  all  involved  in  congregational 
development. 

A  report  on  other  actions  by  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  will 
appear  in  a  future  issue  of  UMR. 


Congregations  to  receive 
developmental  priority 

By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


Southwest  Texas  conference  delegation, 
Lycurgus  Starkey,  Kirkwood  UMC, 
Missouri  East  conference  delegation; 
Richard  B.  Wilke,  First  UMC,  Wichita, 
Kansas  West  conference  delegation;  C. 
Rex  Bevins,  St.  Paul  UMC,  Lincoln, 
Nebraska  conference  delegation  ;”Walter 
Underwood,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Houston, 
Texas  conference  delegation. 

•  Northeastern  Jurisdiction:  Forrest 
Stith,  superintendent,  Washington  East 
District,  Baltimore  conference 
delegation;  Donald  H.  Treese,  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
Nashville,  Central  Pennsylvania 
conference  delegation. 

•  Southeastern  Jurisdiction:  R.  Kern 
Eutsler,  conference  council  director, 
Virginia  conference  delegation;  Richard 
C.  Looney,  Munsey  Memorial  UMC, 
Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  Holston  conference 
delegation;  Cornelius  Henderson,  Ben 
Hill  UMC,  Atlanta,  North  Georgia 
delegation;  William  P.  Bailey  Jr., 
superintendent,  Memphis-Asbury 
District,  Memphis  conference 
delegation;  Prentiss  M.  Gordon,  First 
UMC,  Tupelo,  North  Mississippi 
conference  delegation,  which  also 
“commended”  Merlin  Conoway,  Tupelo 
District  superintendent,  and  Israel 
Rucker  of  the  jurisdictional  conference 
staff;  Henry  C.  Clay,  superintendent, 
East  Jackson  District,  and  Clay  F.  Lee, 
Galloway  Memorial  UMC,  Jackson, 
Mississippi  conference  delegation; 
Joseph  B.  Bethea,  Raleigh  Area  staff, 
North  Carolina  conference  delegation; 
Ernest  A.  Fitzgerajd,  West  Market 
Street  UMC,  Greensboro,  Western  North 
Carolina  conference  delegation;  C.  J. 
Lupo,  Washington  Street  UMC, 
Columbia,  South  Carolina  conference 
delegation;  Robert  C.  Morgan,  Vesta  via 
Hills  UMC,  Birmingham,  North 
Alabama  conference  delegation;  Bevel 
Jones,  Northside  UMC,  Atlanta,  North 
Georgia  conference  delegation;  Ross 
Freeman,  chief  executive,  jurisdictional 
conference,  South  Georgia  conference 
delegation;  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  First  UMC, 


St.  Petersburg,  Florida  conference 
delegation. 

In  addition  to  these  “endorsements” 
announced  by  annual  conference 
delegations,  there  are  others  of  diverse 
origins. 

One  announcement  said  that  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
had  endorsed  both  Mr.  Bethea  of  North 
Carolina  and  John  G.  Corry  of  Braden 
UMC,  Nashville.  But  some  members  of 
the  regional  ethnic  caucus  argued  that 
these  endorsements  had  not  been 
officially  approved. 

One  woman  “affirmed” 

The  Rev.  Leontine  Kelly  is  the  only 
woman  whose  name  has  surfaced 
prominently  as  a  candidate.  A  member 
of  the  Virginia  conference,  she  was 
“affirmed”  as  a  candidate  by  her 
conference  delegation.  She  also  gained 
the  support  last  winter  of  the 
clergywomen’s  consultation  meeting  at 
Glorieta,  N.M.,  although  other  names 
were  discussed. 

Another  clergywoman  frequently 
named,  the  Rev.  Judith  Craig,  council, 
director  for  the  East  Ohio  conference, 
received  a  large  plurality  of  votes  in  her 
annual  conference’s  “straw  ballot.”  But 
she  recently  told  her  annual  conference 
delegation  “it  is  not  in  my  heart  and  not 
God’s  leading  in  my  life  to  be  a  candidate 
in  1984.”  The  delegation  accepted  her 
stand  “with  regret  and  with  respect.” 

The  most  overt  efforts  announced  were 
by  the  South  Carolina  Conference 
delegation,  which  not  only  announced  its 
endorsement  of  Mr.  Lupo  but  also  named 
a.committee  to  “actively  campaign”  on 
his  behalf. 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0. 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
and 

Cairo,  Egypt  Tour 

February  7-16,  1984 
October  16-25,  1984 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  "Land  of  Jesus."  We  will  visit  the  Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  "the  rock”  in 
Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  During  the  stay,  we  “cover  the  country"  -  Sea  of  Galilee.  Bethlehem. 
Nazareth.  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan.  Capernaum.  Mary’s  well.  Caesarea.  Cana  of  Galilee, 
and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those 
places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and  NO  EXTRA  charges.  Most 
important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air.  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  "charter"  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York 
For  complete  details,  please  write: 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen. 
Transco  Tower.  Suite  1830-31 . 


P.O.  Box  1396,  Houston.  Texas  77251 
Office  Phone:  713/439-1072 _ 
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jerierson  United  Methodist  Church  (B.R.) 


Celebrates  25th  and  Burns  Mortgage 


Founding  Day  Services  were  held 
October  5,  1958  at  Jefferson  Terrace 
Elementary  School  with  39.  Charter 
members.  Thus  was  the  Jefferson 
Methodist  Church  born.  The  cast  on  that 
day  included  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole,  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent,  who 
preached;  Rev.  W.  R.  Irving,  Jr.  of 
Ingleside  Methodist  Church;  Rev.  James 
P.  Woodland  of  Broadmoor  Methodist; 
and  Leslie  McKenzie  of  First  Methodist, 
who  chaired  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge 
Board  of  Missions. 

On  January  1,  1959,  Rev.  Stone 
Caraway  joined  the  cast  as  new  and  first 
pastor  of  the  Jefferson  Methodist 
Church,  officially  organized  and  named 
on  January  11,  1959.  Charter  mem¬ 
bership  closed  with  71  members  on 
the  rolls.  First  services  were  held  in  the 
new  building  October  30, 1960. 

October  9,  1983  saw  another  milestone 
in  the  history  of  Jefferson  United 
Methodist  Church.  A  new  cast 
participated  in  the  25th  Anniversary 
service,  along  with  George  Hill  and 
Charles  Lindsay  from  the  earlier  one. 
Those  assisting  in  the  mortgage  burning 
were  Pastor  Alan  Dee  Einsel;Bob  Betz, 
chair  of  the  Trustees ;  Ted  Dove,  chair  of 
the  Finance  Committee;  Ralph  Davis, 
Administrative  Board  Chair;  Dave 


Breton,  Chair  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries;  and  John  Blackmon,  chair  of 
the  Pastor-Parish  Relations. 

Guest  preacher  for  the  day  was  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District  Superintendent  and  a  member  of 
both  casts. 


Conference  guests  recognized  were  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Poole  and  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Jerome  Cain,  retired;  and  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  Elwood  Fleming  and 
Patterson  Culligan  of  the  Conference 
Staff,  along  with  Mrs.  Rita  Culligan. 


Con  ference  Calendar 

November,  1983 

3-4  Task  Force  on  Developing  Church  School,  Headquarters,  7  p.m.  to  noon 
noon  on  Friday 

4  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters,  2  p.m. 

4  Church  Women  United  World  Community  Day 

4  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry  Meeting,  Dillard 

University,  New  Orleans 

5  Executive  Committee,  CCOM,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  8:30  a  m. 

5  CCOM  Program  Planning  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. 

12  EMLC  Leadership  Training  Event,  Baton  Rouge  FUMC,  9  a.m. -3  p.m. 

17  Audit  Training  Session,  Ruston,  Trinity  UMC>  10  a.m. -12  noon 

18  Audit  Training  Session,  Headquarters,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. -12  noon. 

18-20  Conference  Youth  Event,  Junior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Center 
27  UNITED  METHODIST  STUDENT  DAY 

28-29  Fall  Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Center 
29  Staffing  Task  Force,  CCOM,  Headquarters  Building,  10  a.m. 


The  Kaplan  United  Methodist  Church,  of  the  Baton  Rouge-La  fay  ette  District, 
shown  above,  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  on  September  li.  Rev. 
JohrrW.  Guyre  is  the  present  pastor. 

Kaplan  UM  Church 
Dedicated  September  1 1 


Persons , 
Churches 
&  Events 


Dr.  Darrell  Loyless,  vice  president  of 
Centenary  College,  has  announced  two 
appointments  for  the  college’s 
Development  Staff. 

Chris  Webb,  former  Director  of  Alumni 
Relations,  will  assume  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  Director  of  the  Annual 
Fund  effective  October  24.  A  graduate  of 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Chris  also 
attended  summer  school  at  the  Sorbonne. 
Before  coming  to  Centenary  in  1981,  he 
taught  in  the  English  Language  Program 
for  Foreign  Students  at  Ohio  Wesleyan. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Porter  Gerding,  a  1982 
graduate  of  Centenary,  has  been 
appointed  Director  of  Alumni  Relations, 
effective  October  31.  While  at  Centenary, 
Nancy  was  named  to  “Who’s  Who  Among 
American  Colleges  and  Universities,’’ 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Centenary 
College  Choir,  Centenary  Opera 
Workshop,  Centenary  Chamber  Singers, 
and  the  American  Guild  of  Organists. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  dedicated 
the  new  Kaplan  United  Methodist 
Church,  one  of  the  last  ministries  of  his 
office  as  Louisiana’s  bishop,  before  his 
death,  on  September  11.  He  was  assisted 
by  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District  Superintendent  and 
the  pastor,  Rev.  John  Wesley  Guyre. 

Mr.  Leeman  Bordelon  was  the  guest 
vocalist  for  the  service,  and  Mrs.  Lloyd 
A.  Foreman  served  at  the  organ. 

The  original  Kaplan  church  had  its 
beginning  as  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  of  Kaplan,  on  the 
Abbeville  Charge.  It  was  organized  in  the 
early  1900s,  with  the  Sunday  School 
starting  November  30,  1913,  with  Will 


Merchant  as  the  Superintendent.  Rev. 
Martin  Hebert  held  the  first  church 
services  in  a  tent. 

Construction  of  the  new  church  began 
August  4,  1982,  with  Mr.  C.  J. 

Montgomery,  Jr.,  a  contractor,  semi- 
retired,  donating  his  services  as 
superintendent  of  construction.  On  July 
24,  1983,  Rev.  Guyre  conducted  the  first 
service  in  the  new  structure. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Montgomery  was  the 
builder  of  the  original  church,  replaced 
by  the  new  one. 

In  addition  to  the  United  Methodists 
participating  in  the  dedication  service, 
two  local  Catholic  priests  and  a  Baptist 
minister  also  offered  prayers. 


Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  has 
been  named  a  ‘Citizen  of  the  Year’  by  the 
Northwest  Louisiana  Chapter  of  the 
March  of  Dimes. 

Dr.  Dykes  was  honored  at  a  benefit 
banquet  at  7  p.m.  October  27  at  Le 
Boss’ier  Hotel,  Bossier  City. 


Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  for  the  La. 
Conference,  was  the  guest  speaker  at 
Wesley  UM  Church  of  Wilson,  on  October 
2,  World  Wide  Communion  Sunday.  A 
total  of  58  people  visited  the  church  on 
that  day. 


campers  and  13  counselors.  Rev.  John  M.  Lee  directed  the  camp. 

The  various  camps  held  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  closed  another  successful  season.  The  four  camps  in  use  again  this  year 
were:  ISTROUMA-Baton  Rouge/Lafayette,  Baton  Rouge/Hammonu,  New  Orleans/Houma  and  New  Orleans/Slidell  Districts: 
LEBEAU-Lake  Charles  District;  CANEY-Ruston,  Monroe  and  Shreveport  Districts;  and  BREWER-Alexandria  District.  The 
Conference  Camping  Committee  will  hold  a  mid-winter  meeting  at  Istrouma  to  plan  procedures  and  look  at  curriculum  for  next 
Summer’s  season,  according  to  Rev.  Bill  Eubanks,  chairperson  of  the  committee. 


International  Lesson  Series 


God's  Gracious  Covenant 


‘Body,  Bread  and 
Cup’  Theme  of 
Renewal  Seminar 

Ross  E.  Whetstone,  Executive  Director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship,  recently  presented 
an  outstanding  seminar  on  the  Lord’s 
Supper  at  Ingleside  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  seminar,  “BODY,  BREAD, 
AND  CUP,”  focused  attention  on  the 
relationship  of  the  believer  with  Jesus 
Christ  during  the  celebration  of  the 
Eucharist,  the  Great  Thanksgiving.  The 
seminar  was  the  second  annual  renewal 
event  sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge 
United  Methodist  Renewal  Fellowship. 

In  the  first  session, .  Dr.  Whetstone 
looked  backward  in  time  to  the  first 
Passover  Feast  and  demonstrated 
through  scripture  how  the  Lord’s  Supper 
is  a  “fulfillment  and  continuation  of  the 
feast  of  the  Passover.”  He  then  directed 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
"sacrament  looks  forward,  beyond  time, 
to  the  Marriage  Feast  of  the  Lamb  in 
heaven  ...  the  final  union  between  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  church.”  However,  the 
past  and  the  future  are  brought  into  the 
present  as  Dr.  Whetstone  described  the 
Eucharist  as  a  celebration  in  which  we 
“transcend  time  in  our  relationship  to 
the  eternal  and  now  experience  the 
reality  of  being  ‘enthroned  with  Christ  in 
the  heavenly  realms’ .  ’ ’ 

The  second  session  developed  an 
understanding  of  spiritual  discernment 
at  the  Lord’s  Table;  that  is,  we  discern 
the  Risen  Christ  in  the  breaking  of  bread, 
and  we  “disQem  the  Body  of  Christ  as  our 
being  at  one  with  others  in  that  body.” 

In  the  final  session,  Dr.  Whetstone 
considered  the  freedoms  we  celebrate  in 
the  Lord’s  Supper.  We  are  freed  from 
the  limitations  of  death,  time,  and  space, 
as  we  join  with  all  who  are  “in  Christ” 
through  all  the  ages. 

Dr.  Whetstone  researched  ancient 
Jewish  custom  and  tradition  extensively 
to  provide  new  insight  into  the  rich 
symbolism  of  the  Passover  meal  and  the 
betrothal  ceremony  which  was  known  to 
the  earliest  Christians,  but  which  has 
been  lost  to  us.  His  teaching  of  the 
scripture  was  the  foundation  of  the 
seminar,  with  personal  interaction 
groups  formed  throughout  the  teaching 
to  meditate,  reflect,  and  discuss  the 
points  presented.  Dr.  Whetstone  filled 
the  Fellowship  Hall  with  music  and  songs 
of  praise  and  thanksgiving.  The  seminar 
culminated  in  the  celebration  of  the 
Eucharist. 

Dr.  Whetstone  travels  extensively  in 
the  United  States  conducting  conferences 
and  renewal  events,  such  as  this,  for  all 
levels  of  church  life.  Since  1979  he  has 
been  the  conference  director  for  the 
annual  Aldersgate  National  Conferences 
on  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  is  the  editor  of  the 
newsletter,  MANNA,  and  represents  the 
United  Methodist  participation  in  the 
mainline  protestant  Parish  Renewal 
Council.  Prior  to  becoming  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Renewal  Services  Fellowship,  Dr. 
Whetstone  was  the  Chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Evangelism  at  Scarritt 
College  in  Nashville,  and  then  the  head  of 
the  Evangelism  Section  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship.  In  1974, 
he  represented  United  Methodism  at  the 
International  Congress  on  World 
Evangelization  in  Switzerland.  Dr. 
Whetstone  spent  17  years  as  pastor  of 
numerous  Methodist  churches  before 
moving  to  Nashville  in  1967  to  serve  on 
the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Evangelism. 


At  its  40th  Annual  Homecoming 
Sunday,  September  18,  Mrs.  Idella  Wiley- 
Sensley  was  presented  a  plaque  in 
recognition  of  her  outstanding  service 
with  the  Homecoming  program  at  Mount 
Carmel  UMC,  Clinton,  from  its  inception 
in  1943  through  1983.  Mrs.  Sensley 
organized  the  pioneer  observance  under 
the  direction  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Scott 
Chinn,  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District.  He  appointed  her 
mistress  of  ceremonies,  a  capacity  she 
continued  to  serve  in  for  30  years. 

During  the  program  honoring  Mrs. 
Sensley,  a  pulpit  was  presented  to  the 
church  by  her  sons  and  daughters. 


By  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lessons:  Exodus  19:3-6; 
Hebrews  8:6-13 

Today  we  begin  a  unit  entitled  “God 
Relates  to  His  People”  and  consider  the 
cov’enantal  relationship  God  offers. 

In  this  day  and  time  we  read  almost 
daily  about  treaties,  agreements,  etc., 
some  of  which  are  unilateral  and  most 
bilateral.  Much  earlier  than  the  time  of 
the  Exodus,  we  read  (in  Genesis)  of 
God’s  making  a  unilateral  covenant  with 
mankind  when  He  promised  Noah  and 
his  sons  that  He  would  never  again 
destroy  the  world’s  life  with  a  flood.  All 
Noah  had  to  do  was  to  live  to  take 
advantage  of  this  promise. 

But  most  of  God’s  covenants  required 
some  sort  of  reciprocal  action  or  promise 
on  the  part  of  man.  Abraham  had  to 
move  out  into  an  uncertain  future  in 
order  to  inherit  the  promise  of  a  fertile 
and  productive  land  and  innumerable 
descendants.  Joshua  had  to  lead  the 
children  of  Israel,  accepting  much 
responsibility  for  their  safety  and 
welfare  in  order  to  experience  God’s 
protective  and  guiding  presence.  David 
and  the  prophets  experienced  God’s 
convenantal  relationship,  acknowledging 
the  fact  that  God  initiated  the 
agreements  and  their  part  was  to 
respond  in  faith. 

The  most  important  covenant  was  the 
one  made  to  the  children  of  Israel  as  they 
journeyed  from  captivity  in  Egypt  to 
freedom  and  responsibility  in  Canaan.  At 
Mount  Sinai  moses  acted  and  responded 
for  the  people  as  God  established  His 
lasting  covenant  with  them.  Forty  years 
later,  at  the  Jordan  River,  God  re¬ 
established  this  covenant.  Moses  again 
acted  as  spokesman  for  the  people,  but 
there  seemed  to  be  a  transfer  of 
responsibility  and  accountability  as  the 
people  themselves  received  the 
covenant.  God  was  their  God,  and  they 
were  His  children. 

In  essence,  the  passage  from  Exodus 


indicates  that,  in  His  covenant,  God  is 
making  Israel  a  "kingdom  of  priests  and 
a  holy  nation.”  Priests  alwavs  serve  a 
very  special  purpose  in  life.  They  are. 
interpreters,  intercessors,  persons  who 
have  direct  access  to  God  and  can  reveal 
to  their  people  the  requirements  ( to  the 
Hebrews,  this  meant  the  Torah)  and  the 
blessings  God  bestowed.  Now,  if  the 
entire  nation  Israel  was  to  be  a  kingdom 
of  priests,  this  meant  that  God’s  purpose 
was  that  His  concern  reached  far  beyond 
just  Israel.  Israel  was  to  be  a  holy  nation 
not  only  for  its  own  sake  but  for  the  sake 
of  the  whole  world. 

Israel  was  a  chosen  people.  Being 
chosen  denotes  privilege  but  also 
responsibility.  In  the  play,  “Fidder  on 
the  Roof,”  the  line  which  explains  the 
true  feelings  of  the  Jews  who  were  being 
persecuted,  abused  and  deported  is  that 
line  which  says,  "Lord,  I  know  we’re  a 
chosen  people  but  why  can’t  you  choose 
someone  else  once  in  a  while?”  Being 
chosen  means  chosen  for  privilege  and 
responsibility.  The  covenant  God  offers 
His  children  always  has  requirements  to 
be  met  as  well  as  blessings  to  be 
received. 

The  passage  from  Hebrews  tells  us 
that  there  were  many  people  who  simply 
did  not  understand  the  old  covenant  of 
earlier  days  and  many  who  apparently 
could  not  live  up  to  it.  The  Old  Testament 
covenant  was  based  on  the  Torah,  the 
Law.  The  New  Testament  covenant  was 
based  on  love.  The  former  was  delivered 
to  Moses.  The  new  one  was  manifested  in 
and  through  His  Son,  Christ  Jesus. 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  uses  Jeremiah 
31:31-34  to  substantiate  his  contention 
that  the  old  covenant  was  not  adequate. 
“I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  minds  and 
write  them  on  their  hearts.” 

The  new  covenant  which  God  still 
offers  us  today  is  a  unifying  universal 
one  based  on  love.  Acceptance  of  the 
covenant  is  made  through  believing  in, 
accepting  and  obeying  Christ  Jesus  as 
Lord  and  Savior.  Acceptance  unites  us  in 
a  oneness  with  God. 

Have  you  accepted  God’s  gracious 
covenant?  If  not,  will  you  now? 


“The  Baby  Boomers,”  a  critique  of  our 
present  society  as  it  is  affected  by  the 
post  World  War  II  baby  boom.  According 
to  Dr.  Sample,  the  “boomers”  have 
exercised  considerable  control  on  the 
lifestyles,  ethics,  business  and  economy 
of  the  present  day.  I  highly  recommend 
this  tape  for  adult  and  young  adult  usage, 
as  well  as  a  program  possibility  for  our 
Boards  and  agencies. 

Another  set  of  tapes  that  are  proving  to 
be  popular  are  those  from  the  School  of 
Christian  Mission,  held  this  summer  at 
Centenary  College.  Presenters  Mary  Lou 
Blakeman,  Florence  Isaacs  and  Leora 
Trice  give  substance  to  the  mission 
studies  for  the  local  church,  and  Amy 
Ward  interviews  Roy  Katayama  and 
David  Billings,  who  share  their  unique 
work. 

Another  tape  now  available  features 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  and  myself.  It  is  “An 
Update  on  Satellite  Ministries  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  which  gives  a 
direction  for  our  future  satellite 
programming  in  Louisiana  and  the 
church  at  large. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  met  in 
August  in  Vancouver.  We  have  a  good 
videotape  (28  minutes)  in  the  Resource 
Center,  which  summarizes  the  event.  It 
was  placed  by  the  Committee  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Affairs. 

We  will  be  using  these  and  other  tapes 
and  films  from  the  Resource  Center  in 
several  Media  Festivals,  to  be  held  later 
this’year. 

A  number  of  our  churches  are  using 
memorials  to  purchase  video  players 
(VCRs)  and  monitors  or  TV  sets. 
Remember,  We  use  the  VHS  (Video 
Home  Service)  format  in  the  Conference 
and  throughout  most  of  the  General 
Church,  not  Beta.  This  is  1/2-inch 
equipment.  If  you  need  advice  or 
assistance  in  purchasing  equipment, 
please  call  on  me. 

-E.F. 
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Editorial 

New  Video  Programs  Now 
Available  In  Resource  Center 


Dr.  John  Holbert,  of  the  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  presenter  in  two  of  our  new  video 
series  in  the  Conference  Resource 
Center.  Dr.  Holbert’s  Sunday  School 
Lessons  for  the  last  quarter,  beamed  to 
the  Louisiana  UM  dishes  by  satellite,  and 
centering  on  “Personalities  of  the  Old 
Testament”  is  a  thirteen-program 
series. 

The  recent  cooperative  event  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  sponsored  by  the  church 
and  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
produced  a  five-program  series  on  “The 
Book  of  Revelation.”  Again,  Dr.  Holbert 
was  the  presenter. 

Another  exciting  program  on  video 
tape,  just  received,  features  Dr.  Tex 
Sample,  professor  of  Church  and  Society 
at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas 
City,  Missouri.  Dr.  Sample’s  subject  is 


Marking  the  occasion  of  the  40th 
Homecoming  was  the  presentation  to  the 
church  of  a  set  of  pulpit  chairs  by 
Charence  Sensley,  Pierce  Dunn  and  Mrs. 
Ella  Sensley-Pitts. 

In  attendance  for  this  special  occasion 
were  former  ministers,  a  number  of 
former  members  and  friends.  Churches 
of  various  denominations  from  the 
surrounding  area  joined  in  the 
celebration.  An  old-fashioned  “dinner- 
on-the-grounds”  climaxed  the  day. 

The  Rev.  James  S.  Smith,  Pastor, 
wishes  to  thank  everyone  who  helped 
make  this  memorable  occasion  a 
success. 


.v.v.va,.w»;w;«s\<w 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

A  UMR  Interpretive 


New  inclusive  lectionary:  helpful  or  harmful? 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Reporter  Editor 
and  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

The  recent  publication  of  "An  In¬ 
clusive  Language  Lectionary”  by  a 
division  of  the  National  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  is  being  hailed  by  supporters  who 
liave  long  awaited  its  publication  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  21).  At  the  same  time,  it  is 
being  denounced  by  detractors  who  have 
contended  bitterly  against  the  lection- 
.ary’s  appropriateness  since  its  develop- 
.ment  was  first  announced. 

Its  supporters  say  the  experimental 
jectionary  is  needed  because:  (1)  Male 
imagery  and  pronouns  are  used  ex¬ 
cessively  to  refer  to  all  people  in  most 
English  translations  of  the  Bible;  and  (2) 
.repeated  references  to  God  with  male 
pronouns  and  titles  cause  some  persons 
to  feel  that  men  —  because  of  their 
maleness  —  have  a  closer  relationship 
with  God  than  women.  This  is  “bad 
theology,”  said  one  of  the  lectionary’s 
editors,  and  should  not  be  reinforced  by 
readings  during  worship  services. 

.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Metz¬ 
ger  reflected  the  views  of  many  critics 
when  he  stated  that  some  changes  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  lectionary  are  "tantamount 
to  re-writing  the  Bible.”  Mr.  Metzger  —  a 
New  Testament  scholar  and  head  of  a 
separate  NCC  committee  responsible  for 
ongoing  oversight  of  the  widely  respect¬ 
ed  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the 
Bible  —  also  predicted  that  the  new  lec¬ 
tionary  “will  divide  the  church."  Almost 
immediate  rejection  of  the  lectionary  by 
some  Lutheran  and  Greek  Orthodox 
church  leaders  lends  credence  to  this  view. 
t  We  believe  the  jury  is  still  out  on 
'whether  the  new  "Inclusive  Language 
!  Lectionary"  is  likely  to  be  more  helpful 
!or  harmful  to  the  church.  Its  effects  are 
!not  likely  to  be  as  demonic  as  some  have 
Ifeared  —  or  hoped.  But  neither  is  it 
I  assured  of  creating  greater  inclusiveness 
Tor  understanding  among  Christians. 
•Rather  than  total  repudiation  or  af¬ 
firmation,  we  urge  United  Methodists  to 
I  engage  in  a  careful  assessment  of  the 
I  new  lectionary’s  merits  and  defects,  and 
I  then  to  draw  first-hand  conclusions  re- 
I  garding  its  suitability  for  use  in  worship. 

I  Such  an  effort  should  result  in  increased 
t understanding  and  appreciation  of  the 
'Bible  regardless  of  one’s  eventual  con- 
*  elusions. 

?A  positive  side 

On  the  ppsitive  side  of  such  an 
assessment,  we  believe  that  efforts  to 
make  the  church’s  language  more  in¬ 
clusive  are  fundamentally  sound 
:  theologically,  and  consistent  with  all  that 
we  know  to  be  true  about  the  thrust  of  the 
^biblical  message.  God  has  both  masculine  ' 
and  feminine  attributes.  Consequently, 
'no  one  should  feel  —  or  be  —  excluded 
'from  full  participation  in  the  Body  of 
.Christ  because  of  the  use  of  unneces¬ 
sarily  exclusive  language  in  the  church. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


‘Lectionary’  defined 

EDITOR’S  NOTE: Tlie  recent  release 
by  a  committee  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  the  first  volume  in  the 
three-volume  "Inclusive  Language  Lec¬ 
tion  ary"  brought  forth  a  word  not 
common  to  all  Christians. 

A  "lectionary"  is  a  series  of  readings 
selected  from  the  scriptures  for  use  in 
worship.  It  is  designed  to  expose  congre¬ 
gations  to  the  major  themes  in  the  Bible 
when  regularly  used  in  a  three-year 
cycle.  Readings  for  each  Sunday  and 
other  special  days  include  selections 
from  the  Old  Testament,  the  epistles 
and  the  gospels. 

.  Second,  we  are  reminded  by  the  new 
lectionary  that  translations  are  never 
exact  and  that  language  does  not  remain 
static  from  one  generation  to  the  next.  In 
the  second  half  of  this  century  it  has 
become  apparent  that  the  historic  male 
dominance  of  women  has  been  expressed 
in,  and  reinforced  by,  a  “male  bias”  in 
the  English  language.  In  some  cases  this 
“male  bias”  has  unnecessarily  become  a 
part  of  our  English  translations  of  the 
Bible,  and  is  therefore  properly  open  to 
challenge  and  amendment. 

Numerous  changes  unsound 

Regrettably,  we  believe  the  new  lec¬ 
tionary’s  attempts  to  correct  the 
problem  of  "male  bias"  are  not  con¬ 
sistently  sound  —  either  linguistically, 
theologically,  or  pastorally. 

Linguistically,  many  changes  in  the 
new  lectionary  achieve  their  purpose  ad¬ 
mirably.  The  typical  reader  or  listener  is 
unlikely  to  notice  any  change  because  the 
basic  meaning  remains  intact. 

In  other  instances  the  new  rendition  is 
linguistically  awkward  and  in  a  few 
cases,  borders  on  the  non-sensical.  We 
consider  it  especially  regrettable  that 
well-known  and  much-beloved  passages 
like  John  3:16  are  so  awkwardly  con¬ 
structed  in  the  new  lectionary  that  their 
message  is  likely  not  to  be  heard  or  un¬ 
derstood  by  worshippers. 

We  recall  the  anguished  protests  that 
accompanied  the  deletion  of  a  single 
word  ("begotten")  from  this  passage 
when  the  Revised  Standard  Version  of 
the  Bible  was  released  in  1962.  We 
believe  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  far 
larger  assault  on  such  cherished  biblical 
prose  in  the  new  lectionary  is  likely  to  be¬ 
come  an  obstacle  rather  than  a  help  in 
the  development  of  inclusive  language. 

The  most  serious  problem 

A  related  but  far  more  serious  problem 
lies  in  the  lectionary’s  primary  purpose. 
In  contrast  to  literal  translations  of  the 
Bible  and  most  paraphrases,  the  "In¬ 
clusive  Language  Lectionary”  is  not  in¬ 
tended  above  all  else  to  remain  faithful  to 
the  original  message  of  Scripture.  In¬ 
stead,  the  original  intentions  of  the 
biblical  writers  are  subordinated  to  the 


goal  of  recasting  the  biblical  message  in 
sexually  inclusive  terms. 

Despite  repeated  assurance  to  the  con¬ 
trary  when  the  lectionary  became  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  heated  controversy  two  years  ago, 
the  lectionary’s  compilers  have  "tamper¬ 
ed”  extensive  —  and  we  think  ques¬ 
tionably  —  with  the  Bible’s  language  and 
imagery  in  reference  to  God  and  to  Jesus. 

Inclusiveness  most  important? 

Those  who  produced  the  lectionary 
would  probably  deny  that  they  intended 
to  attach  greater  importance  to  sexually 
inclusive  language  than  to  what  the 
church  traditionally  has  regarded  as 
God’s  self-revelation.  But  that  is  an 
unavoidable  consequence  of  their  ap¬ 
proaching  the  Scriptures  with  the 
primary  purpose  of  altering  them  rather 
than  attempting  to  understand  what  God 
is  saying  through  them. 

We  do  not  believe  such  an  approach 
can  be  casually  affirmed  on  even  an  ex¬ 
perimental  basis.  Nor  do  we  find  con¬ 
vincing  the  contention  that  the  lectionary 
is  “not  really  Scripture”  since  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  used  in  worship  in  place  of 
Scripture. 

There  are  also  legitimate  pastoral 
questions  to  be  raised  regarding  the  lec¬ 
tionary.  While  we  are  sympathetic  to  and 
supportive  of  those  who  feel  excluded  by 
the  use  of  language  with  a  “male  bias,” 
we  wonder  if  it  is  ever  appropriate  for  the 
church  to  change  its  message  primarily 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  feelings  of 
any  group  of  members.  If  such  changes 
are  appropriate,  we  wonder  which 
feelings  should  be  accommodated  and 
which  ones  ignored.  Specifically,  should 
the  feelings  of  those  who  desire  to  hear 
the  Bible  read  in  sexually  inclusive  terms 
be  regarded  as  more  important  than 
those  who  feel  violated  by  such  changes? 
If  the  lectionary  committee  has  dealt  with 
these  questions,  we  are  not  aware  of  it. 

Overreaction  should  be  avoided 

While  raising  these  questions,  we  see 
no  reason  for  any  church  member  to 
overreact  to  the  appearance  of  the  “In¬ 
clusive  Language  Lectionary.”  There  is 
no  chance  that  this  group  of  readings  will 
supplant  reliable  literal  translations  of 
the  Bible.  Use  of  the  lectionary  is  ex¬ 
perimental  and  entirely  voluntary. 

Where  the  new  lectionary  is  used,  we 
encourage  that  its  special  purpose  be 
recalled.  To  their  credit,  the  lectionary’s 
compilers  have  suggested  that  their 
work  be  critiqued,  and  that  constructive 
suggestions  be  made  regarding  per¬ 
ceived  linguistic  or  theological  deficien¬ 
cies  in  the  lectionary.  They  say  such  sug¬ 
gestions  will  be  taken  into  account  as 
the  final  two  volumes  of  the  lectionary 
are  prepared  for  use  in  1985  and  1986. 

(Copies  of  “An  Inclusive  Language 
Lectionary:  Readings  for  Year  A”  may 
be  secured  for  $7.95  from  Westminster 
Press,  P.  0.  Box  718  William  Penn  An¬ 
nex,  Philadelphia,  PA  19105. ) 
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Bicentennial  should  not  be 
a  ‘bland’ time  for  UMC’s 
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By  WARREN  THOMAS  SMITH 

Methodism  will  be  200  years  old  in 
December,  1984.  Would  this  not  be  the 
strategic  moment  for  all  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  discover  living  history?  I’m 
talking  about  history  most  of  our  mem¬ 
bership  knows  precious  little  about.  It 
will  be  revelation:  fresh  truth  will  come 
along  with  awareness  of  ethnic  presence 
in  the  Wesleyan  tradition.  White,  Anglo- 
Saxon  Methodists  could  learn  that 
blacks,  Hispanics,  Native  Americans, 
orientals  form  an  exciting  part  of  our 
total  chronicle.  Ethnic  minorities  might 
experience  fresh  camaraderie.  Our 
Bicentennial  could  result  in  a  oneness  we 
have  not  previously  known. 

Tell  the  Story 

Take  nothing  for  granted!  The 
"everybody  knows”  attitude  is  out.  They 
don’t!  How  many  know  the  Crispus  At¬ 
tacks  "first  to  defy  ;  first  to  die"  story?  A 
black  man  was  first  to  shed  blood  at  the 
Boston  Massacre  —  the  first  colonial  to 
be  killed  in  the  War  for  American  In¬ 
dependence.  Deborah  Garrett  was  the 
first  black  woman  to  take  part  in  the 
Revolution.  Five  thousand  blacks  took  up 
arms  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  a  cause 
espousing  liberty  and  justice. 


My  Witness 


Ghetto  experience  memory 
still  lifts  depressed  feelings 


By  JENNY  BELL 

The  shortest  way  for  me  to  drive  to  my 
work  took  me  through  a  ghetto  in  the  city 
where  I  lived.  It  was  a  little  frightening 
and  I  usually  rode  along  with  doors 
locked  and  tried  not  to  think  about  all  the 
news  stories  I  had  read  of  the  terrible 
things  which  had  happened  in  this  area. 

The  unpainted,  rundown  houses  were 
far  different  from  my  own  well-kept 
modest  home  in  the  suburbs.  People  liv¬ 
ing  here  didn’t  seem  to  care  about  their 
surroundings.  Trash  cluttered  the 
streets,  wine  bottles  were  pitched  care¬ 
lessly  by  sidewalks  overgrown  with  weeds. 

One  morning  as  I  drove  to  work,  my 
mind  was  filled  with  worries  about  per¬ 
sonal  problems.  I  was  feeling  very  sorry 
for  myself.  An  early  morning  fog  wrap¬ 
ped  the  world  in  a  gray  cloak  and  my  de¬ 
pression  became  worse  as  I  drove 
through  the  ghetto. 

I  stopped  for  a  red  light.  As  I  waited  I 
felt  as  though  I  did  not  care  about  any¬ 
thing,  and  I  was  sure  the  whole  world 
was  against  me. 

Then  I  noticed  a  little  black  girl  cros¬ 
sing  the  street  in  front  of  me.  She 
couldn’t  have  been  more  than  seven  or 
eight  years  old.  I  was  impressed  by  her 
clean,  neat  appearance.  Not  at  all  what  I 


would  expect  to  find  in  that  area.  Her  red 
print  dress  was  starched  and  ironed.  Her 
hair  was  braided  in  two  pigtails  and  tied 
on  each  side  of  her  head  with  a  bright  red 
bow.  She  carried  some  school  books  and 
a  paper  sack  lunch. 

Just  as  she  got  in  front  of  my  car  our 
eyes  met.  Her  shiny  black  face  broke 
into  a  beautiful,  happy  smile,  revealing 
two  missing  front  teeth.  It  was  conta¬ 
gious  ;  I  smiled  back. 

The  light  changed  and  I  drove  on  with 
completely  new  thoughts.  How  could  this 
little  girl  Living  in  such  a  terrible  neigh¬ 
borhood  be  so  cheerful?  What  did  she 
have  that  I  didn’t?  Suddenly  I  realized 
my  problems  were  superficial.  I  was 
ashamed  of  the  self-pity  I  had  indulged 
in.  I  had  a  beautiful  day ! 

This  happened  more  than  13  years  ago, 
but  even  now  when  I  begin  to  feel  de¬ 
pressed  and  down-hearted,  the  memory 
of  that  beautiful  smile  from  a  little  girl  in 
a  ghetto  lifts  me  up. 

God  does  work  in  mysterious  ways ! 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Jenny  Bell, 
is  a  member  of  the  First  UMC  in  Rusk, 
Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 


Local  churches  need  to  carry  on  ‘the  real  work  of  God’ 


To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  the  news  items  on  Jim 
,-Bakker  and  the  PTL  Club  from  time  to 
'time. 

As  I  have  written  before,  I  don’t 
believe  that  the  "electronic  church" 
really  helps  the  local  church  on  the  cor¬ 
ner.  My  experience  has  been  that  money 
which  should  be  going  to  help  the  local 
.  church  goes  instead  to  some  television 
.personality  and  his  ministry.  In  many 
..ways,  such  highly  charged  ministries 
.  don’t  really  help  the  local  community. 

In  contrast,  the  church  (Hi  the  local  cor 
,ner  knows,  or  should  know,  the  local 
.  needs  of  the  wider  community. 

,  My  experience  in  viewing  well-known 
religious  personalities  chi  television  is 
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that  much  of  it  is  showmanship.  There  is 
very  little  real  preaching.  Quite  a  bit  of 
pop  psychology  and  pop  religion.  Usually, 
it  is  strictly  experience  oriented. 

Frankly,  I  believe  that  the  real  work  of 
God  is  carried  on  by  local  churches  and 
by  local  pastors  and  lay  persons. 

Your  news  items  would  indicate  that 
the  “electronic  church"  is  big  business.  I 
should  have  said,  “big,  big  business.”  On 
the  local  level,  the  corner  church  doesn’t 
have  that  kind  of  money. 

In  the  end,  God  keeps  the  books.  There 
may  be  some  surprises  on  the  day  of 
judgment.  Jason  Hollopeter 

Selinsgrove,  Pennsylvania 

Need  to  hear  message 
over  and  over  again 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  genuine  appreciation  the 
article  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Paul  J. 
Wiberg  of  Dixon,  California  headlined 
“Anger  at  Soviets  must  be  controlled  by 
Christ’s  love”  (See  UMR,  "Here  I 
Stand,”  Oct.  7) 

He  expressed  what  I  realize  to  be  true. 
Years  before  I  ever  became  committed 
to  the  cause  of  Christ,  I  first  learned  the 
old  adage:  “There  are  always  two  sides 
to  every  board.” 

I  was  reminded  of  a  couple  of  other 
Bible  truths  such  as  “be  slow  to  wrath” 
and  “fools  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to 
tread.” 

So  thanks  for  printing  this  message. 
We  need  to  hear  it  again  and  again. 

Mary  L.  Stamper 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio 

Many  Christians  don't 

understand  foreign  affairs 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  just  like  to  share  my  thoughts 
on  an  issue  that  has  been  given  a  lot  of 
press  lately.  Many  are  advocating  an 
isolationist/pacifist  approach  to  foreign 
policy,  i.e.  non-interference  in  the  affairs 
of  other  nations,  arms  reductions, 
nuclear  protest,  calls  to  ban  war,  etc.  I'm 
sure  many  Christians  feel  a  moral 
obligation  to  support  such  policies.  I 
believe  their  efforts,  although  well  in- 
tentioned,  could  result  in  something  far 
worse  than  a  mere  threat  of  war. 

There  is  absolutely  nothing  wrong  with 
a  Christian  being  cautious.  A  Christian 
need  not  actively  search  out  an 
aggressor  that  will  slap  him,  affording 
him  the  opportunity  to  turn  the  other 
cheek.  In  fact,  I  believe  it  is  a  sin  to  invite 
aggression. 

The  rhetoric  I  hear  today  reminds  me 
of  the  Vietnam  protest  days.  The  cries 
then  were,  "end  the  war,  end  the  war." 
Many  well-intentioned  people  actually 


thought  that  we  (the  United  States)  could 
end  the  war.  We  could  have  ended  it  in 
the  mid-60’s  by  winning,  and  we  could 
have  saved  a  lot  of  death  and  misery.  As 
became  very  clear,  the  U.S.  pull-out 
didn’t  produce  a  result  any  caring  person 
could  have  wanted.  Of  course,  the  war 
did  not  end  in  1973  with  the  U.S.  pull-out. 
It  ended  in  1976  with  the  defeat  of  South 
Vietnam.  The  victory  freed  the 
aggressive,  Marxist  north  to  continue 
with  their  conquest  and  genocide.  Tens 
of  thousands  have  drowned  in  the  South 
China  Sea  in  an  effort  to  escape  their 
“liberators.”  Millions  have  died  in  Cam¬ 
bodia  and  Laos  as  a  direct  result  of  our 
lack  of  will. 

You  may  ask,  what  does  Vietnam  have 
to  do  with  the  arms  debate  of  today?  The 
answer  is:  the  same  lack  of  will,  the  same 
belief  that  we  can  run  from  a  problem, 
the  same  idea  that  maybe  the  domino 
was  no  better  off  before  it  fell,  the  idea 
that  if  we  show  our  enemies  love  and  un¬ 
derstanding,  they  will  not  desire  to 
conquer.  We  must  show  our  enemies  love 
and  understanding,  but  we  must  always 
be  ready,  cautious,  and  prepared  for  the 
worst,  or  we  will  be  doomed  to  endure  the 
worst.  Charles  Schwartz 

Beeville,  Texas 

Gratitude  for  WCC 

To  the  Editor : 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  a  spate  of 
articles  and  letters  appearing  since  the 
Vancouver  sessions  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  many  of  which  expressed 
concern  over  what  they  termed  an 
“imbalance”  in  the  WCC’s  resolutions  on 
foreign  policy  matters. 

Do  we  realize  —  I  wonder  —  that  Jesus 
did  not  direct  His  statements  to  the 
pagan  Roman  Empire,  castigating  its 
leaders  for  their  galling  repression,  and 
their  callous  disregard  of  human  life?  He 
was  led  rather  to  confront  the  political 
and  religious  leaders  of  His  own  people  in 
word  and  symbolic  action  of  protest. 
Note  His  “cleaning  out”  of  the  lucrative 
and  exploitative  High  Priestly  money¬ 
changing  business  from  the  Temple.  His 
direct  and  piercing  attacks  upon  their 
lack  of  “justice  and  mercy,”  (their 
disregard  for  the  plight  of  the  “people  of 
the  land”),  inevitably  paved  the  way  to 
His  crucifixion. 

Should  not  the  WCC  primarily 
challenge  “the  Christian  West”  —  both 
political  and  religious  —  to  live  out  its 
creed  and  truly  to  follow  its  Lord?  Do  we 
not,  in  fact,  realize  that  Marxism  had  its 
rise  and  growth  precisely  because  of  a 
lack  of  concern  for  a  people  —  an  attitude 
all  too  often  reflected  by  the  Christian 
establishment?  And  Marxism  is  bound  to 
spread  today  precisely  in  those  areas 


where  the  U.S.  or  any  other  government, 
turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cries  of  oppressed, 
desperate  people  and  seek  either  overtly 
or  covertly  to  keep  control  of  its 
resources  on  the  basis  of  defending  its 
“national  interests.” 

Rather  than  criticize,  shall  we  not 
rejoice  and  give  thanks  that  our  church  is 
waking  up  and  challenging  “the 
Christian  West”  to  Christ’s  Gospel  in 
word  and  deed?  Thanks  be  to  God. 

Cecilia  Sheppard 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 

Will  WCC  ever 
be  balanced  again? 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  heartening  to  know  that  the  WCC  is 
“appalled”  by  the  Korean  Air  Lines 
tragedy  (see  UMR,  Sept.  30).  It  also 
would  have  been  heartening  to  read 
statements  that  they  were  appalled  by 
Soviet  troops  in  Afghanistan,  and  by 
persecuted  Christians  and  Jews  in 
Russia  —  just  for  starters. 

Those  voices  raised  in  Vancouver  in 
opposition  to  the  one-sided  resolutions 
were  obviously  “voices  crying  in  the 
wilderness”  of  bias  and  politics.  As 
David  Russell,  the  British  Baptist, 
declared,  “The  subject  of  freedom  is 
conspicuous  by  its  absence  from  this 
assembly.” 

This  was  not  true  of  the  WCC  in  the 
early  years  following  its  founding.  Can 
we  ever  expect  balanced  positions 
again?  Barbara  Driver 

Quenemo,  Kansas 

Lav  evaluation 


Pastors  can’t 
please  everyone 
To  the  Editor : 

Rare  is  the  pastor  who  satisfies  every 
member  of  his  flock.  Most  churches  have 
their  quota  of  prima  donnas  who  decide 
that  their  precious  soulscannot  possibly 
stand  another  week  of  Reverend 
Whoozis,  so  to  keep  their  Christianity 
pure  they  deprive  the  church  of  their 
“prayers,  presence,  gifts  and  service" 
until  such  time  as  the  hierarchy  comes  to 
its  collective  senses  and  moves  the 
offending  preacher  someplace  else  in  the 
galaxy,  thus  enabling  the  defectors  to 
return  safely  with  their  souls  intact. 

All  of  which  leads  one  to  wonder  if 
some  so-called  church  members  are 
really  nothing  but  personality  cult 
“groupies.”  They  may  show  in  the 
statistics  as  church  members  and  they 
may  call  themselves  church  members 
and  they’d  be  insulted  if  one  questioned 
their  church  membership.  But  they 
never  really  did  join  the  church.  .  .they 
just  joined  the  preacher. 

Melvin  J.  Slacks 

Boca  Raton,  Florida 


Blacks  and  the  Wesleys 

John  and  Charles  Wesley  came  to 
know  blacks  during  their  1736-1737  ven¬ 
ture  in  Georgia.  Slavery  was  forbidden  in 
Georgia  (for  economic  not  moral 
reasons)  but  it  flourished  in  South 
Carolina.  Here,  Charles  Wesley  records 
the  grim  reality:  “The  giving  a  child  a 
slave  of  its  own  age  to  tyrannize  over,  to 
beat  and  abuse  out  of  sport,  was, I  myself 
saw,  a  common  practice."  John  tells  of 
conversations  with  a  black  woman  and 
with  a  young  black  man. 

On  November  29,  1758  John  Wesley 
baptized  two  black  women  at  Wands¬ 
worth,  England.  They,  with  Nathaniel 
Gilbert,  returned  to  Antigua  and 
established  “the  first  Methodist  Chapel 
in  the  Torrid  Zone."  Wesley’s  “Thoughts 
Upon  Slavery”  appeared  in  1774,  and  his 
last  letter  was  to  William  Wilberforce, 
February  24, 1791,  urging  him  to  continue 
the  fight  against  the  slave  trade. 

Let  our  people  know 

Remember  Anne  Sweitzer  and  Jacob 
Toogood  (said  to  be  the  first  black 
preacher  mentioned  in  American 
Methodism)?  They  were  part  of  Robert 
Strawbridge’s  Maryland  ministry  in  the 
1760s.  Betty  was  at  Philip  Embury’s  ser¬ 
vice  —  first  to  be  held  ir.  New  York  — 
that  October  of  1766.  Mary  and  Peter 
Williams  were  members  at  John  Street, 
as  were  Rachael  and  Margaret.  Don’t 
forget  the  great  Harry  Hosier  along  with 
Richard  Allen  —  both  probably  at  the 
Christmas  Conference.  Prince  Hall  of 
Boston  was  proud  to  be  a  Methodist. 

No  bland  Bicentennial  for  us.  Read 
what  they  said  at  the  Christmas  Con¬ 
ference  about  slavery.  There  can  be 
healing,  redemption.  Our  church’s 
Bicentennial  can  be  used  of  God  to  bring 
about  a  new  People  of  God. 

Bicentennial 
should  bring 
peace ,  renewal 

By  NINA  E.  CLAY 

I  wish  to  issue  a  challenge  to  each  and 
every  United  Methodist  to  celebrate  the 
200th  year  of  Methodism  by  a  real 
renewal  of  spirit  as  experienced  by  John 
Wesley  and  Martin  Luther.  If  we  do  this, 
we  can  bring  peace  to  our  world! 

History  tells  us  that  the  horrors  of  the 
French  Revolution  were  not  extended 
because  of  John  Wesley  in  England  and 
Martin  Luther’s  Reformation.  Wesley 
extended  his  ministry  to  America.  We 
have  a  great  heritage  —  let’s  live  up  (dft! 

The  great  peace  negotiator,  Ralph 
Bunche,  told  me  in  an  interview  that  the 
way  to  negotiate  peace  was  to  bring 
peace  in  your  heart  to  the  negotiating 
table.  This  was  accomplished  by  prayer. 

God-saturated  people  have  often 
changed  history.  Such  a  man,  Dr.  Frank 
Laubach,  speaking  for  “the  Silent 
Billion”  —  the  illiterate  poor  of  the  world 
—  was  instrumental  in  establishing  and 
undergirding  the  Point  Four  Program  io 
this  country. 

Our  churches  need  to  integrate  their 
polarized  groups,  get  the  young  working 
with  the  elderly,  each  inspiring  the  other, 
and  reawaken  the  dozing  congregations. 
Changing  hearts  is  the  essential  task, 
and  there  are  many  ways  of  reaching 
people.  None  of  them  should  be  neglec¬ 
ted. 

As  we  read  the  138th  Psalm,  we  know 
God  is  aware  of  all  our  needs.  He  is  for 
those  who  are  neediest  as  well  as  all  the 
rest  of  us.  With  Jesus  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
working  with  us  to  answer  our  prayers, 
we  must  be  inspired  to  pick  up  the 
challenge  for  our  world  —  world  peace! 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributors  are  Warren 
Thomas  Smith,  a  member  of  the  North 
Georgia  Annual  Conference;  and  Nina  E. 
Clay,  a  member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Place 
UMC  in  Baltimore,  Maryland  (Balti¬ 
more  Conference). 


of  preaching  helpful 


To  the  Editor: 

It  was  interesting  for  me  to  read  Edwin 
Messick’s  “Here  I  Stand”  concerning  the 
preaching  role  of  the  clergy  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  16).  I  found  it  particularly 
refreshing,  yet  challenging,  to  hear  such 
comments  from  one  of  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laypersons. 

As  preachers,  we  might  do  well  to  stop 
to  listen  more  attentively  to  the  voices  of 
those  who  sit  in  the  pews  to  hear  our  ser¬ 
mons  each  week.  This  might  be  a  very 
helpful  tool  in  enabling  us  to  discern 
whether  or  not  we  are  effectively  com¬ 
municating  from  the  pulpit. 

I  was  also  struck  by  Mr.  Messick’s  list 
of  five  essential  elements  of  each  ser¬ 
mon.  While  no  text  lends  itself  to  an  equal 
appeal  to  intellect,  emotion,  or  action,  we 
might  greatly  enhance  our  preaching  by 
more  careful  examination  of  how  we  in¬ 
corporate  each  of  these  aspects  into  our 
sermons. 

Robert  Taylor 
Henderson,  Texas 


Looking  for  gift  ideas? 

Get  Cokesbury’s  New  Gift  Catalog! 


If  you’re  having  trouble  thinking  of  what  to  get 
your  pastor  or  Sunday  school  teacher,  or 
classmates,  the  1983  Cokesbury  Gift  Catalog  is 
for  you!  Packed  from  cover  to  cover  with 
excellent  gift  selections,  this  helpful  full-color 
catalog  is  available  at  your  Cokesbury  store  now. 
Or  write  to  your  Cokesbury  Service  Center. 

Remember  .  .  .  Cokesbury  is  the  place  to  go  for 
gifts  and  books,  gift  certificates,  catalogs  and 
more! 
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Cokesbury 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 
1661  North  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 

For  Personal  Service,  Shop  at  These  Cokesbury  Stores 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Charleston  (WV) 
Charlotte  •  Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia 
Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton  •  Denver/Englewood 
Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Fort  Worth  •  Harrisburg 
Houston  •  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City 
Knoxville  •  Little  Rock  •  Memphis  •  Miami 
Nashville  •  North  Canton  •  Park  Ridge  •  Pasadena 
Philadelphia/King  of  Prussia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh 
Richmond  •  San  Francisco/Burlingame  •  Syracuse 
Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
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NEW  YORK  —  Peggy  Billings,  center,  is  welcomed  as  the  new  executive 
for  United  Methodism’s  world  mission  division  by  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols, 
right.  World  Program  Division  president,  and  Bishop  Ralph  Ward  Jr.,  left, 
who  was  the  interim  executive  for  the  division  during  the  18  month  search 


process. 
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Mission  agency  elects 
three  women  officials 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

UM  membership  loss  analyzed 

‘Bottom  line’  identified  as  failure  in  evangelistic  efforts 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  New  staff 
executives  for  three  major  units  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  mission 
agency  were  elected  here  Oct.  17. 

With  the  addition  of  three  women,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  10-member 
cabinet  now  numbers  four  men  and  six 
women.  Two  of  the  executives  are  black. 

By  secret  ballot  the  board’s  directors 
elected  Peggy  Billings  as  chief  executive 
of  the  World  Division  (82  in  favor,  33  op¬ 
posed).  A  former  missionary  in  Korea, 
Ms.  Billings  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division  for  the  past  20  years 
most  recently  as  head  of  the  Christian 
Social  Relations  Section. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  a  community  health 
worker  with  13  years’  missionary 
experience  in  Nepal,  was  elected 
(108  to  5)  as  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  She 
succeeds  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  who 
*is  retiring  at  year’s  end.  Ms.  Kehrberg 
.has  recently  been  administrative 
manager  of  die  health  promotion/edu- 
rcation  section  fo  the  Hawaii  Medical  Ser¬ 
vices  Association,  a  525,000-member 
health  insurance  company. 

Josephine  Harris,  executive  secretary 
.for  leadership  development  in  the 
, Women’s  division,  was  elected  (110-4) 
.head  of  the  newly-organized  Mission 
.Personnel  Resources  Program  Depart¬ 
ment,  responsible  for  recruiting  and 
.orienting  future  missionaries. 

«.  When  word  of  Ms.  Billings’  nomination 
.was  released  by  board’s  Standing  Com- 
.'mittee  on  Personnel  and  Nominations 
cSept.  29,  opposition  was  voiced  by  the 
.South  Georgia  Conference  Council  on 
^Ministries  on  the  ground  that  she  would 
mot  lead  the  World  Division  in  the 
.direction  it  needs  to  go  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
*-14).  Several  well-known  pastors  in  other 
■parts  of  the  country  and  leaders  at  the 
general  church  level  also  were  critical 
-  The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  general 
.secretary  of  the  board,  said  of  Ms. 
Billings  and  Ms.  Kehrberg,  “We  are 
confident  their  abilities,  mission  exper¬ 
ience  and  deep  faith  will  enable  them  to 
.give  understanding  leadership  to  the 
church.’’  He  added  they  were  chosen 
from  a  large  field  of  well-qualified 
candidates  from  across  the  church  in  a 
-search  that  took  nearly  a  year. 

Ms.  Billings,  55,  a  native  of  McComb, 
Miss.,  was  educated  at  Millsaps  College, 
Scarritt  College,  Yale  University  and 
.Teachers  College,  Columbia  University. 
Her  Women’s  Division  section  includes 
the  U.N.  Seminar  Program,  develop¬ 
ment  education,  community  action  and 
.  the  Washington  public  policy  office.  She 
.  has  written  several  mission  study  books. 

Ms.  Kehrberg,  45,  a  native  of  Sioux 


Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  major  plan, 
formally  proposed  here  last  week,  would 
give  TV  and  radio  audiences  nationwide 
the  message  of  United  Methodism  from 
every  level  of  the  church  —  especially 
the  local  level. 

Of  the  proposed  $4.8-million  annual 
:  special  apportionment  for  1985-88,  the 
,  majority  would  be  spent  at  local  church 
,  and  annual  conference  levels  to  put 
programs  on  the  air  as  soon  as  funds 
.  become  available. 

The  UMC’s  General  Commission  on 
:  Communications  (UMCom),  in  its 
proposal  cited  Ephesians  4: 11-12  in  which 
;:Paul  wrote  about  equipping  the  saints 
.  ( with  various  gifts  to  build  up  the  body  of 
;  •  Christ. 

-  To  reach  a  changing  society  with  the 
;  Good  News  of  Christ,  the  UMC  at  all 
,  levels  needs  to  be  equipped  with 
; ;  telecommunications  tools  for  preaching, 
teaching  and  healing,  the  proposal 
claims. 

J;  During  its  annual  meeting  here, 
[j  UMCom  voted: 

jj  •  To  send  the  plart  for  the  $4.8  million 
I'annual  United  Methodist 
J  j  Telecommunications  Fund  to  the  1984 
} '  General  Conference  for  approval. 

(;  •  To  move  UMCom’s  headquarters 

!<  office  from  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  Nashville. 

Most  UMCom  staff  already  work  in 
*-  Nashville.  Its  major  production 


City,  Iowa,  was  educated  in  Iowa, 
Michigan  and  Hawaii.  In  Nepal  she 
taught  English,  administered  a  student 
center  and  did  community  health 
education. 

Ms.  Harris  has  been  in  charge  of 
recruiting  and  training  teachers  for 
schools  of  Christian  mission  and  training 
leaders  of  United  Methodist  Women. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  attending  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  the  first 
time  had  some  definite  comments  about 
their  sending  agency. 

For  the  first  time  in  more  than  10  years 
a  large  number  of  UM  missionaries  — 
about  two  dozen  —  were  invited  to 
provide  a  “missionary  presence”  during 
the  week-long  board  meeting. 

During  a  debriefing  near  the  end  of  the 
meeting,  missionaries  expressed 
“surprise”  that  their  presence  was 
something  new.  They  also  expressed 
some  disappointment  that  they  were 
treated  as  “guests”  rather  than  as 
“resource  persons”  for  the  board. 

They  had  other  “surprises” : 

•  That  the  board  is  so  large  with  its  157 
directors  and  so  complicated. 

•  The  board  did  not  exhibit  the  tension 
that  “we  have  felt  in  the  church  at 
large”  .  .  .  “the  board  is  not  listening  to 
legitimate  criticism.” 

•  The  relative  lack  of  discussion  before 
votes  which  could  be  interpreted  two 
ways:  either  lots  of  preliminary  study  or 
directors  don’t  know  what  they’re 
voting. 

•  The  degree  of  inclusiveness 
represented  in  the  board  of  racial/ethnic 
members,  men  and  women,  clergy  and 
lay,  age  groups. 

•  The  contradiction  of  a  large  and  cost¬ 
ly  board  meeting  in  a  hotel  while  hearing 
that  the  board  has  “no  money.” 

•  The  dedication  of  the  directors  and 
the  enormous  amount  of  time  each  puts 
into  the  board; 

•  “Isn’t  it  difficult  for  directors  to 
make  decisions  about  countries  when  no 
representatives  are  here  from  those 
nations?” 

But  the  missionaries  —  who 
represented  almost  every  type  among 
the  variety  of  categories  from 


equipment  is  there.  The  central  news 
desk  of  UMCom’s  United  Methodist 
News  Service  was  moved  to  Nashville 
from  New  York  City  earlier  this  year. 

•  To  ask  the  1984  General  Conference 
to  strengthen  the  UMC’s  position  on  open 
meetings  by  moving  it  from  the  non¬ 
binding  “Book  of  Resolutions,"  placing  it 
in  the  “Book  of  Discipline”  and 
expanding  it  to  include  documents 
distributed  at  meetings  and  in  telephone- 
conference  calls. 

Several  UMCom  leaders  talked  of  the 
“notable  failure”  to  get  financial  support 
from  United  Methodists  for  an  ambitious 
TV  ministry  plan  during  1980-84. 

They  said  the  new  proposal  avoids  two 
primary  mistakes  of  the  earlier  effort: 

(1)  It  won’t  be  concentrated  at  the 
general  church  level. 

(2)  It  will  offer  examples  of  TV  and 
radio  programming  quickly,  relying 
heavily  on  production  by  innovative 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches. 

As  an  indication  of  what  UMCom  is 
proposing,  here  are  primary  parts  of  the 
plan  for  spending  the  first  $4.8  million 
during  1985: 

•  $2,400,000.  Retained  by  annual 
conferences  to  be  used  for  (1)  production 
of  short,  inspirational  radio  and  TV 
messages,  (2)  production  of  cable  TV 
programs  on  local  issues  and  (3) 
purchase  of  a  pool  of  video  equipment  for 
local  church  use  or  training. 

•  $400,000.  Initial  training  and  follow- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  bottom-line  in 
United  Methodism’s  membership  loss, 
an  analysis  of  the  last  20  years  reveals,  is 
a  failure  in  evangelistic  efforts. 

“Our  existing  congregations  have  had 
dramatic  annual  losses  —  100,000  fewer 
in  each  category  —  in  members  gained 
by  confession  of  faith  and  by  transfer,” 
reported  the  analyst,  the  Rev.  Thom 
Gallen,  to  the  UMC’s  National  Program 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Dr.  Gallen,  a  consultant  in 
organizational  development,  is  helping 
the  division  prepare  its  plans  for 
congregational  development.  The 
division  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  have  been  assigned  by  the 
church  to  do  congregational 
development. 

Further,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  is  proposing  that  developing 
new  congregations  —  250  per  year  or 
1,000  between  1985-88  —  become  the 
“missional  priority”  for  the  entire 
denomination  with  an  annual  price  tag  of 
$10  million. 

The  GCOM  proposal,  called  “Church 
Alive,”  has  been  hotly  debated  at  every 
general  agency  meeting  this  fall  with  all 
of  them  deciding  to  oppose  it  and  favor 
instead  continuation  of  the  current  prior¬ 
ity  —  “Developing  and  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church.” 

Dr.  Gallen  told  the  Reporter  his  study 
would  support  continuation  of  the  EMLC 
for  several  reasons: 

•  The  biggest  factor  in  the  UMC’s 
membership  loss  has  been  its  failure  to 
reach  persons  without  a  church 
affiliation; 

•  The  largest  numeric  population 


volunteers-in-mission  to  interns,  to  con¬ 
tract  workers  and  career  missionaries  — 
found  the  experience  satisfying  as  well. 

“We  were  listened  to.  .  .Being  here 
gave  us  a  sense  of  being  part  of  the 
whole.  .  .We  have  a  better  understanding 
of  how  things  function.  .  .Board 
members  really  do  know  what  we’re 
doing.  .  .We  have  a  clearer  under¬ 
standing  of  the  UMC’s  mission.  .  .  Busi¬ 
ness  sessions  were  well-balanced  with 
worship  and  Bible  study.  .  .  We  appre¬ 
ciated  putting  names  and  faces  to¬ 
gether.” 

The  missionaries  said  they  thought  the 
board  could  better  utilize  them  and 
should  better  define  what  missionaries 
should  be  expected  to  offer  the  directors. 

“We  would  like  to  have  more  input,” 
they  seemed  to  agree. 

They  also  felt  that  while  the  board  has 
a  perspective  on  mission,  the  perspective 
is  not  getting  to  local  UM  Churches.  That 
needs  to  change,  they  said,  so  local  church 
members  have  the  same  thrust  in  mis¬ 
sion  as  we  do,  the  missionaries  said. 

Western  Pennsylvania  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  missionary  secretary  Mary  Van 
Stone  of  Clairton,  Pa.,  said  other  persons 
with  her  job  also  should  be  invited 
to  be  more  effective. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Germany  of  the 
World  Program  Division  said  the  board 
has  come  “full  circle.”  He  said  when  he 
began,  the  missionary  was  at  the  center 
of  everything  at  Board  of  Missions 
meetings.  Then  came  the  era  when 
white.  Western  missionaries  were  seen 
as  something  of  an  embarrassment. 
Now,  the  missionary  has  re-emerged. 
“It’s  good  to  see.” 

Bonnie  Totten  of  Fayetteville,  N.Y.,  of 
the  Mission  Personnel  and  Resource  Dept, 
told  the  missionaries  their  “first-time” 
attendance  during  the  board  would  not  be 
the  last.  The  board’s  chief  executive. 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  has  expressed  a 
commitment  to  having  a  significant 
missionary  presence  at  board  meetings. 


up  activities  to  help  annual  conference 
and  local  church  leaders  produce 
materials  for  —  and  use  —  local  TV  and 
radio. 

•  $190,000.  Help  for  500  churches  (with 
a  goal  of  25  percent  being  ethnic 
minority)  to  start  radio  ministries 
featuring  local  pastors.  Scripts,  recorded 
music  and  promotional  items  will  be 
provided. 

•  $180,000.  Production  of  a  national, 
one-hour  cable  TV  program  weekly. 
Twenty-five  percent  would  be  new, 
original  productions  by  UMCom.  The 
rest  would  come  from  the  best  of  annual 
conference  and  local  efforts. 

•  $150,000.  Purchase  of  satellite  time  to 
beam  the  weekly  programs  nationwide. 

•  $150,000.  Production  of  public  service 
announcements  for  local  church  use 
around  a  theme  such  as  promoting 
church  school  attendance.  The  providing 
of  a  set  of  those  TV  and  radio  packages 
for  use  in  500  communities. 

•  $100,000.  Start-up  funds  for  a  major 
national  TV  special  highlighting  a  United 
Methodist  witness  on  a  subject  of 
universal  human  need  such  as  world 
hunger,  child  abuse  or  a  denominational 
Missional  Priority. 

Most  of  these  would  continue  yearly. 

A  one-time  expenditure  during  1985 
would  be  $700,000  for  production 
equipment  at  UMCom’s  Nashville  studio 
to  provide  the  expanded  range  of 
services  to  local  churches. 


growth  will  occur  in  the  ethnic  minority 
populations  up  to  and  beyond  the  year 
2020  A.D. 

•  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  UMC  needs 
500  new  Anglo  congregations  as  white 
population  growth  has  almost  reached 
the  “zero”  point  and  the  UMC  already 
has  churches  in  almost  every  county  of 
theU.S. 

(The  “Church  Alive”  proposal  would 
divide  dollars  equally  between  ethnic 
minority  and  majority  church  efforts. ) 

•  The  proposed  priority  “sets  us  up  for 
failure”  because  the  dollars  proposed  to 
be  raised  can’t  support  the  creation  of 
that  many  new  congregations. 

Dr.  Gallen  said  the  denomination  has 
been  plagued  by  “capital  intensive” 
church  life  which  has  emphasized  lavish 
facilities  and  full-time  professional 
ministerial  staffs. 

The  data  shows  that  to  launch  a  new 
congregation  in  this  style  requires  a  cash 
outlay  of  $250,000  per  church.  At  the  rate 
of  250  new  congregations  per  year  the 
outlay  would  be  $68  million  per  year. 

Work  more  difficult 

The  problems  with  capital  intensive 
church  life  are  not  only  the  costs,  but  also 
that  they  make  it  even  more  difficult  to 
reach  the  very  constituencies  the  UMC 
should  be  evangelizing:  lower  economic 
income  groups  and  ethnic  and  language 
groups. 

“If  we  are  serious  we  need  to  look  for 
rental  space,  storefronts,  homes, 
abandoned  churches  or  buildings.  .  . 


NEW  YORK  —  A  “church-wide 
mission  conference”  sponsored  by 
United  Methodism’s  mission  agency  in 
1985  or  1986  was  approved  here  last  week. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  gave  the  go-ahead  to  the  event 
proposed  by  the  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent. 

The  board  will  open  the  planning 
process  to  other  general  agencies,  other 
global  mission  units  and  annual 
conference  leaders. 

The  event  would  celebrate  the  global 
inclusiveness  of  mission,  launch  a  theme 
and  clearly  define  and  celebrate  United 
Methodist  theological  imperatives  of 
mission.  No  budget  has  been  set. 

Theological  statement 
of  mission  to  i>e  written 

NEW  YORK  —  A  task  force  of  15 
persons  is  to  prepare  a  theological 
statement  of  mission  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission  efforts,  the  directors  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
decided  here  last  week. 

“A  current  statement  of  the  theology  of 
mission  would  be  valuable  to  the  church 
as  it  ministers  to  the  world  and  would  be 
useful  in  the  framing  of  program  and 
educating”  on  the  basis  of  the  board’s 
work  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  stated. 

“We  have  many  statements  attached 
to  the  divisions,  but  we  don’t  have  a 


Much  of  the  growth  of  the  fundamentalist 
churches,  I  believe,  has  come  about  in 
the  abandoned  churches  of  mainline 
denominations  Drive  through  any  inner 
city  area;  these  churches  are  thriving  in 
areas  we  left  behind.” 

“Elitism”  (the  UMC’s  continual 
movement  away  from  the  poor  and 
working  classes)  he  said,  threatens  the 
denomination’s  historic  pluralism.  “We 
need  to  develop  and  renew  churches  in 
all  community  settings.  ” 

He  said  the  UMC  has  failed  during  the 
last  10  years  to  develop  new 
congregations  in  areas  with  potential 
memberships.  But  existing  congre¬ 
gations  have  also  failed  in  training  their 
members  to  reach  out  to  persons  in 
their  communities  who  have  no 
community  of  faith,  he  said  in  his 
analysis. 

The  “Book  of  Discipline”  places 
responsibility  for  congregational 
development  in  the  district.  The  National 
Division  has  been  concentrating  on  help¬ 
ing  annual  conferences  develop  a  plan 
for  congregational  development.  Dr. 
Gallen  said. 

May  become  ‘truncated’ 

What  he  said  he  most  fears  might 
happen  out  of  all  the  debate  about  who 
and  how  to  develop  new  congregations  is 
that  this  mission  will  be  “truncated” 
between  three  UM  agencies:  The 
districts  developing  new  Anglo 
churches;  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
“revitalizing”  existing  churches  and  the 


statement  for  the  board,”  said  the  Rev. 
Rex  Bevins  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  in 
commenting  on  why  his  Research  and 
Development  Committee  proposed  the 
undertaking. 

Five  board  directors  will  name  the 
additional  10  members  to  reflect  the 
diversity  of  the  denomination.  An 
interim  report  is  expected  next  March, 
but  the  task  force  will  determine  its  own 
final  deadline. 

The  task  force  is  directed  to  receive 
input  from  diverse  groups  within  and 
without  the  denomination,  within  and 
without  the  U.S. 

The  mission  board  has  been  criticized 
recently  for  its  “inadequate  theology," 
“imbalance”  and  “unresponsiveness.” 
Some  critics  proposed  the  creation  of  an 
alternate  “mission  society”  as  a  solution 
to  these  problems  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14). 

Committee  named  to 
“Good  News’’  talks 

NEW  YORK  -  The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  named  five  of  its 
members  to  a  “dialogue  meeting”  with 
United  Methodism’s  unofficial 
evangelical  caucus. 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  of  the  Chicago 
Area,  board  president,  Marilyn  Winters 
of  Rowland  Heights,  Calif.,  the  Rev. 
Rex  Bevins  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Rodriguez  of  San  Antonio,  and  the 


National  Program  Division  starting 
ethnic  and  language  minority 
congregations. 

Dr.  Gallen  said,  “We  don’t  want  a  free- 
for-all;  we  need  to  work  cooperatively  at 
a  common  mission  ’’ 

He  pointed  out  that  the  costs  of  starting 
churches  have  been  on  the  minds  of 
Methodists  from  their  earliest  days  in  the 
U.S.  During  the  Christmas  Conference  in 
1784,  where  the  Methodist  Church  in 
America  was  organized,  it  was  decreed 
that  a  yearly  subscription  would  be  taken 
on  the  circuits  for  building  new  facilities 
and  relieving  debts  on  existing 
meeting  houses. 

National  Division  directors  said  last 
week  they  must  be  prepared  to  carry  out 
their  congregational  development 
assignment  whatever  direction  the  1984 
General  Conference  takes  on  a  missional 
priority.  One  big  problem  has  been  a 
shortage  of  money  for  grants  and 
mortgages. 

The  mission  board  related  that  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund, 
which  loans  money  for  congregational 
development,  plans  to  go  back  to  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  next  month 
and  ask  the  agency  again  to  invest  10 
percent  of  its  $1  billion-plus  assets  in 
church  development. 

UMDF  officials  maintain  that  their 
investment  record  proves  that  local 
churches  are  good  investments  —  at 
least  as  safe  as  the  banks  and 
corporations  in  which  the  pensions 
agency  invests.  —SHARON  MIELKE 


staff  of  United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  picketed  the  headquarters  hotel  twice  last  week 
during  the  board’s  annual  meeting.  They  charge  that  the  board  is  dragging  its  feet  on  negotiating  a  new  labor 
contract.  ( see  related  story  page  4. )  john  c.  goodwin/bgm  photo 

Global  Ministries  news  briefs 

Church-wide  gathering  planned 


Lessons  Long  Remembered 

A  verse  in  Proverbs  tells  us  thot  If  we  teoch  o  child  how  life  should  be 
lived,  the  lesson  will  be  remembered  oil  thot  child's  life.  But  religious 
educotion  is  often  neglected  in  the  institutionol  setting  —  among 
children  who  need  to  hear  about  God  s  love  the  most.  Every  girl  and 
boy  needs  to  know  thot  "Jesus  loves  the  little  children  of  the  world." 
Your  gift  will  enable  children  to  know 
God  through  counselors  ond  pastors 
In  chaplaincy  projects. 


Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  general  secretary. 
New  York,  will  meet  with  “Good  News” 
representatives  to  discuss  mission 
issues. 

UM  missionary 
service  guides  set 

NEW  YORK  —  “All  Christians  are 
persons  in  mission  but  some  are 
“selected  and  enabled  to  be 
missionaries,”  states  a  new  policy 
statement  on  missionary  service. 

The  foundations  document  approved 
by  the  UMC’s  World  Program  Division 
defines  a  missionary  as  “first  of  all  a 
witnessing  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ.  .  . 
(and)  a  person  sensitive  to  the  nuances  of 
communication  in  differing  cultural 
situations." 

The  “mutuality”  of  relations  between 
the  church  sending  missionaries  and  the 
church  receiving  them  is  stressed. 
“Each.  .  .  contributes  its  strengths.  .  . 
and  all  members  have  gifts  and  all  have 
needs.  Mutuality  in  mission.  .  .  is  not 
complete  until  all  share  as  equals  in 
establishing  mission  policy  among  the 
churches,”  the  document  says. 

New  is  the  concept  of  World  Division 
missionaries  having  a  “mission  to  the 
church  and  society  of  the  U.S.  itself. 
Each  term  of  service  is  to  include  time 
both  outside  and  inside  the  U.S.  Also  new 
is  a  plan  for  compensating  missionaries. 


The  United  Methodist  Child  Support  Program  is  pari  ol  the 
worldwide  ministry  ol  The  General  Board  ol  Global  Ministries, 
with  ail  childcare  institutions  approved  as  Advance  Specials 
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Communications  proposal  revised 
to  50/ 50  national/local  sharing 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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UMCOR  asks  $ 1  million  to  alleviate  world  hunger 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Drought,  war,  national 
debt,  antiquated  agricultural  systems, 
ineffective  government  agricultural 
policies  and  natural  disasters  have 
resulted  in  “the  silent  crisis”  of  world 
hunger  and  malnutrition. 

An  update  on  the  hunger  crisis  was 
delivered  here  last  week  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  by  the  Rev.  Paul  McCleary, 
who  heads  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief  and  rehabilitation  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

United  Methodist  relief  and 
development  projects  are  frequently 
done  in  partnership  with  Church  World 
Service. 

“There  has  been  no  appreciable 
improvement  in  the  world  according  to 
the  World  Food  Council,”  Dr.  McCleary 
said. 

The  statistics  are  grim:  450  million 
persons  suffer  from  malnutrition;  40 
million  die  annually  from  starvation; 
40,000  children  die  daily  from  starvation 
and/or  diseases  which  are  the 
consequence  of  malnutrition. 

Yet,  he  said,  the  political  will  on  the 
part  of  governments  is  lower  than  it  was 
10  years  ago,  during  the  1972-74  crisis 


period  in  food  supplies. 

“The  response  at  the  Inter¬ 
governmental  level  is  not  there.  Funds  to 
the  United  Nations  channels  are 
reduced,”  he  said.  The  U.S.  has 
transferred  funds  from  the  aid  side  to  the 
military  side.  In  the  past  the  U.S.  office 
of  Foreign  Disaster  Assistance  always 
had  aid  funds  for  hunger  emergencies  or 
disaster  relief.  Now  even  such  humani¬ 
tarian  aid  has  become  politicized,  Dr. 
McCleary  said. 

He  predicts  that  the  “silent  crisis”  of 
hunger  will  come  forcefully  to  the 
attention  of  the  American  public  by  the 
end  of  this  year  as  “a  major  issue.” 

After  issuing  16  emergency  appeals 
between  January  and  June  of  this  year, 
he  said,  “Church  World  Service  decided 
to  stop  sending  piecemeal  requests  and 
issued  an  appeal  for  $6.5  million  to 
respond  to  food  crises  in  nine  countries. 

Because  the  problems  are  bigger  and 
there  are  more  of  them  and  because 
governments  are  doing  less,  the 
churches  and  other  private  agencies 
must  do  more  and  do  it  together,  he  said. 

United  Methodists  through  UMCOR 
are  being  asked  to  fund  $1  million  of  the 
special  appeal.  UMCOR  directors  voted 
$650,000  last  week.  Church  members  may 
also  receive  direct  appeals  through  the 


SCHOOL 

of  (Sham) 
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K.PAND0. 


One  program  teaching  fishers  to  catch  fish  is  the  Mobile  Fishery  School  in 
Ghana,  which  UMCOR  helps  fund.  The  van  trains  farmers  who  lost  their 
land  to  a  hydro-electric  power  dam  to  be  fishermen.  johnc.  goodwin  photo 


mail.  A  year  ago  Church  World  Service 
began  to  use  the  direct  mail  appeal 
method.  Dr.  McCleary  said  the  response 
has  been  higher  (3%)  and  the  size  of  the 
gift  larger  than  average  for  such 
appeals.  Out  of  66,000  letters,  $86,000  was 


contributed  by  2,000  donors,  he  said. 

The  current  crises  have  also  generated 
a  new  approach  to  development,  he  said, 
with  immediate  relief  and  launching  of 
development  programs  beginning 
simultaneously. 


Sexuality  proposal  called  ‘cover-  up 9 

‘Fidelity’  query  gains  momentum 


NEW  YORK  —  Benjamin  Goodwin  caught  a  different  kind  of  fish  on  his 
line  recently.  Actually,  it's  a  fish  bank  being  provided  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  to  help  United  Methodist  families  respond  on  a 
regular  basis  to  worldwide  hunger.  With  funds  collected  in  the  fishbanks, 
UMCOR  will  enable  fisherman  from  Ghana  to  Haiti  to  feed  them¬ 
selves  and  their  communities.  John  c.  goodwin  photo 
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Bicentennial  Minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

On  October  6,  1800,  Bishops  Asbury  and  Whatcoat,  with 
presiding  elder  and  bishop-to-be  McKendree  had  crossed  the 
perilous  Cumberland  Gap  and  were  in  attendance  at  the  first 
session  of  the  Western  Conference  in  Bethel  Academy 
Jessamine  County,  Kentucky.  Of  the  ten  preachers 
assembled,  one  Tobias  Gibson  made  a  difficult  trip  to 
Cumberland  country,  canoed  a  seven-hundred  mile  voyage 
down  the  Cumberland,  Ohio,  and  Mississippi  rivers;  to  begin 
the  First  Methodist  work  in  Natchez,  Mississippi.  *- 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  groundswell  to 
require  United  Methodist  ministerial 
candidates  to  promise  that  they  will 
observe  “fidelity  in  marriage  and 
celibacy  in  singleness”  picked  up 
momentum  here  recently  —  but  not 
without  a  struggle. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  became  the  first 
general-church  agency  to  support 
including  that  phrase  in  a  lengthy  list  of 
qualifications  which  candidates  must 
meet  before  obtaining  probationary 
membership  in  an  annual  conference. 
Such  membership  is  a  step  toward 
ordination  and  full  membership. 

The  language  had  originated  last 
spring  in  the  board’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  Over  the  summer  it 
gained  the  support  of  several  annual 
conferences  by  official  resolutions. 

One  proponent,  asked  at  the  board’s 
annual  meeting  here  Oct.  14  why  the 
division  favored  this  new  language,  said 
he  believes  it  “expresses  the  norm  of  thd 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

No  one  challenged  that  assessment, 
but  the  discussion  quickly  veered  onto 


whether  the  proposed  language  is 
“essentially  a  dishonest  cover-up,”  as 
one  board  member  termed  it,  for  dealing 
with  matters  of  human  sexuality, 
particularly  the  issue  of  homosexuality 
and/or  marital  infidelity  in  the  ministry. 

A  motion  not  to  insert  the  new 
language  lost  27-31.  Thus  the 
“fidelity/celibacy”  language  will  go  to 
the  1984  General  Conference  as  a 
legislative  proposal  from  this  board. 

The  other  two  major  issues  of  this 
board  meeting  likewise  dealt  with  the 
ministry.  Both  had  been  expected  to 
generate  debate  and  possible  polariza¬ 
tion.  Both  did  (see  story  on  the  Minis¬ 
try  Study  Committee,  UMR  Oct.  21). 

The  other  issue  was  whether  diaconal 
ministers  —  the  denomination’s  clas¬ 
sification  for  professional  lay  (non- 
ordained)  persons  such  as  ministers  of 
music  or  church  business  administrators 
—  should  have  the  same  benefits  as 
ordained  ministers  under  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  (MEF) . 

MEF  is  the  10-year-old  church-wide 
fund  budgeted  to  raise  over  $16  million  in 
1983  to  help  support  the  denomination’s 
13  seminaries  and  various  educational 
needs  of  its  ordained  clergypersons.  An 


amendment  proposed  by  the  board’s 
Division  of  Diaconal  Ministers  would 
open  the  fund  at  least  for  consideration 
for  use  by  diaconal  ministers. 

Efforts  by  the  two  divisions  which 
disagreed  on  this  point  —  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  and  the  Division  of 
Diaconal  Ministry  —  had  failed  to  reach 
a  compromise.  The  closest  thing  to  it  was 
a  motion  from  the  ordained  ministry 
group  that  diaconal  ministers  might 
qualify  for  funds  for  continuing 
education  under  MEF.  But  a  motion  to 
that  effect  lost  decisively  after  some  40 
minutes’  debate. 

This  matter,  too,  goes  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  as  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  the  board,  opening  MEF 
equally  to  diaconal  ministers  and  or¬ 
dained  ministers. 

Board  president  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt 
Jr.  of  Florida  seemed  to  be  speaking 
across  all  of  the  board’s  several  points  of 
disagreement  —  specifically  the 
smoldering  issue  of  the  Ministry  Study 
Committee  —  when  he  observed  in 
closing  the  three-day  meeting  that  all  of 
these  now  are  board  reports  and  that  a 
certain  ethical  obligation  rests  upon 
board  members  and  staff  to  honor  them. 


New  hymnal ,  worship  book  asked 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  United  Methodists  by 
the  end  of  this  decade  could  be' 
worshiping  from  a  new  hymnal  and  book 
of  worship  with  a  wider  variety  of  rituals 
if  the  1984  General  Conference  approves 
a  petition  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  (BOD). 

The  100-member  board  meeting  here 
Oct.  11-14  unanimously  adopted  a  petition 
to  General  Conference  asking  that  a 
hymnal  revision  committee  be 
established  to  prepare  a  single-volume 
hymn  and  worship  book  for  approval  in 
1988. 

In  a  separate  action,  the  board 
approved  alternative  rituals  to  be 
suggested  for  United  Methodist  worship 
services. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
board’s  Section  on  Worship,  the  petition 
is  based  on  four  years  of  research 
conducted  jointly  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  It  included  two  mail 
questionnaires  and  group  interviews 
with  pastors,  church  musicians,  key 
local  church  officers,  and  “rank-and- 
file”  laypersons. 

“As  a  result,”  he  said,  “we  are  aware 
of  the  need  for  more  ethnic 
representation  from  blacks,  Native 
Americans,  Asians  and  Hispanics  in  the 
hymns  and  worship  ma terials.” 

“Another  addition,”  he  continued, 
“should  be  new  hymns  that  have  become 


popular  in  the  last  20  years,  such  as  ‘Soon 
and  Very  Soon.’  Also  we  must  wrestle 
with  the  issue  of  inclusive  language  and 
show  sensitivity  by  checking  for  racism 
or  discriminatory  language. 

“We  don’t  have  a  United  Methodist 
hymnal,”  he  explained.  “The  present 
hymnals,  The  Book  of  Hymns  and  The 
Hymnal,  were  prepared  by  the  former 
Methodist  church  and  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church.  We  need  a 
hymnal  to  incorporate  both  heritages. 

“There  has  been  some  negative 
response  to  the  idea,”  he  continued. 
“Some  people  say  they  aren’t  ready  for  a 
new  hymnal.  However,  I  don’t  think  they 
realize  it  takes  at  least  six  years  to 
produce  a  hymnal,  and  this  one  will  not 
be  ready  until  1990.  By  that  time,  our 
present  hymnal  will  have  been  used  24 
years.” 

On  another  subject,  the  board  proposed 
General  Conference  action  to  bring  the 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
(NYMO)  formally  into  the  agency.  The 
board  proposed  that  NYMO  be  changed 
from  an  autonomous  group  separate 
from  but  accountable  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  to  an  entity  within  the  board 
with  staff  and  projects  under  direct 
auspices  of  the  board. 

NYMO  was  organized  in  1977  as  an 
agency  accountable  to  the  BOD  but 
governed  by  a  separate  steering 
committee. 

Board  President  Bishop  Edsel 
Ammons  of  Detroit  stated,  “We  are 
deeply  concerned  about  the  inclusion  of 


all  youth  in  the  life  of  the  church.  We’ve 
got  to  move  NYMO  away  from  its 
peripheral  relationship  to  the  board  into 
the  full  life  of  the  board  and  the  church.” 

Neil  Alexander,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  the 
section  which  works  directly  with 
NYMO,  commented,  “NYMO  has  had 
little  involvement  in  board  policy  and 
program.  Now  it  will  be  built  into  the 
fabric  of  the  denomination.  I’m  sure 
there’ll  be  concern  and  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  the  youth,  but  in  actuality  their 
voice  has  been  increased.” 

“Concern  and  anxiety”  was  indeed 
expressed  by  Prentiss  Gordon,  Jr. 
executive  director  of  NYMO.  “The 
approved  legislation  is  a  major  loss  for 
NYMO,”  he  said.  “It  is  a  question  of 
youth  empowerment.  I  don’t  want  the 
board  to  act  in  a  parenting  role.  ” 

For  example,  the  NYMO  Steering 
Committee  currently  decides  on  the  need 
for  staff,  nominates  and  refers 


CLASS 

fTEd - 

PECANS  FOR  YOUR  FUND  RAISING  Project.  Call 
toll  free  '800i  841-4350.  Orchard  Pecan  Company  . 
P.O.  Box  727.  Albany.  GA  31702.  Ask  for  Rodney 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  full  time 
position  starting  M-1984  for  growing  1,000  member 
congregation.  Experience  desired.  ORGANIST  — 
part  time  position  beginning  1-1-1984.  Send  resume  to 

LAUREL  MOUNTAIN  LAKES.  Southeast 
Tennessee  Ideal  location,  spacious  lots  for  sale 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  158.  Rockwall. 
TX 75087  Call  (214  )  722-5500. 

Terms  Seventeen  Methodist  Ministers  —  lot  owners 
Horace  Barker.  Madisonville.  TN  37354,  (615  )  442- 
2382:  Cass  Turner  —  <  615  >  442-5427 

The  Kinsmen  of  Dallas.  TX.  will  perform  a  concert  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  City  of 
Milford,  on  Saturday.  Oct  29.  at  7  00  p.m  The 
church  is  located  on  Highway  77.  All  are  invited  to 
come  - 

FULL  TIME  COMMUNICATION  SPECIALIST  with 
Kansas  West  Conference.  Edits  conference 

newspaper,  develops  video  ministries,  promotional 
materials  Journalism  degree/religious  com¬ 
munication  experience  preferred.  Send 
resume/ references  to  Jim  Reed.  151  N  Voltitsia. 
Wichita.  KS  67214  by  Nov  I.  1983.  Position  begins 
Dec  1. 1983 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY  -  Full 

Time  Youth  Director  and  full  time  Music  Director 
Salaries  negotiable  Currently  accepting  resumes 
Contact  Rev  Alonzo  Davis.  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  236.  Maitland,  FL  32751.  Telephone 
(305  )  644-5222 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  desired  for 
2.400  member  First  UMC.  Odessa.  TX  Experience 
preferred  Current  program  is  extremely  active 
Strong  church  support  Resumes:  Pastor.  415  N 
Lee.  Odessa.  TX  79761 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/ MINISTER  to  serve  as 
specialist  to  and  with  youth  and  their  leaders  Full¬ 
time  position  for  trained  and  experienced  leader, 
church  of  900.  salary  and  benefits  negotiable, 
multiple  staff  Music  skills  desirable  Send  resume  to 
Dan  Benedict,  Covina  UMC.  437  W  San  Bernardino 
Rd  .  Covina.  CA  91723 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  3.700  member  church  with 
highest  Church  School  average  attendance  in  Florida 

Conference,  established  year-round  program.  250 
youth  enrolled  Master's  Degree  in  Christian 
Education  preferred,  experience  required,  salary 
negotiable  Send  resume,  references  to  Mrs  Jon 
Luce;  First  United  Methodist  Church.  72  Lake 
Morton  Drive ;  Lakeland  FL  33801 

BOSTON  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 
has  a  vacancy  in  homiletics.  Candidates  with 
significant  preaching  ministry,  effectiveness  in 
teaching  others  to  preach,  and  theological  depth, 
send  applications  to:  Associate  Dean.  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  745  Commonwealth 
Avenue.  Boston.  MA  02215. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

and/or  education  desired.  Active  current  program 
Duties  include  youth  ministries  Salary  and 
benefits  Write  Kev  J  Marvin  Sweat.  Jr  ,  1126  E 
Silver  Springs  Blvd  .  Ocala.  FL  32670 

CAMPING  POSITIONS:  Director  of  Camps  and 
Conferences.  Manager-Director.  Assistant  Mgr 
Write:  Dennis  R.  Emrick.  United  Methodist  Offices. 

P  O  Box  820.  Valley  Forge.  PA  19482 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  “If  we  were 
farmworkers  you  would  support  us”  was 
one  of  several  dozen  signs  carried  by 
picketers  outside  the  hotel  here  last  week 
where  United  Methodism’s  largest 
program  board  was  holding  its  annual 
meeting. 

The  50  persons  in  the  picket  line  were 
members  of  the  support  staff  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  their  union  supporters 
from  District  65  of  the  United  Auto 
Workers/ AFL-CIO.  The  union  claims 
that  just  over  50  percent  of  the  245 
secretaries,  accountants,  word  proces¬ 
sors,  file  clerks  and  receptionists 
employed  by  the  board  hold  union  cards. 

In  a  prepared  statement  the  treasurer, 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion  said,  “Five  of  our 
top  management  have  spent  many  hours 
during  the  past  seven  months  in  the 
negotiations  process.  We  are  confident 
that  we  will  conclude  a  contract  that  is 
fair  to  all  our  employees.  The  board  has 
sought  to  be  faithful  to  the  church's 
historic  commitment  to  the  right  of  labor 
to  organize.” 

Negotiations  between  the  mission 
board  and  the  union  have  gone  on  for 
seven  months.  No  one  denies  progress  is 
being  made,  but  union  organizers  say  the 
negotiations  are  at  a  “stalemate.” 

“We’re  interested  in  negotiating  but 
the  management  will  not  give  us  an 


On  almost  every  other  decision  therx 
board  was  nearer  of  one  mind.  The  boards 
voted  to: 

•  Seek  to  make  the  denomination's; 
“Book  of  Discipline”  less  formidable  to..- 
read  and  to  recommend  congregational, 
study  of  the  denomination’s  book  of  laws,;; 

•  Encourage  United  Methodists  whq. 

are  ministerial  students  to  attend  United,. 
Methodist  seminaries .  j ; 

•  Turned  back  a  recommendation  from 
the  board’s  legislative  committee  and^ 
voted  to  retain  Disciplinary  language, 
which  requires  annual  conference^ 
journals  to  publish  salaries  or 
remuneration  of  all  ministers  in 
appointments  beyond  the  local  church.  In. 
fact,  this  language  was  extended  to; 
propose  requiring  that,  in  instances  of; 
multiple  person  ministries,  salaries  or 
remuneration  be  published  individually.  *■ 

•  Approved  what  Bishop  Hunt, 
identified  as  “an  extremely  preliminary; 
paper,”  namely  a  proposal  that  this; 
board,  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  and; 
Scarritt  College  —  all  located  here  on; 
adjoining  properties  —  continue 
discussing  establishing  a  multi-purpose; 
national  conference  center  on  UM-owned1 
land  next  door  to  BHEM  headquarters.  •; 


candidates  to  the  board  for  election.  The 
proposed  legislation  would  provide  staff 
services  for  NYMO  under  regular  Board 
of  Discipleship  procedure. 

Mr.  Gordon  stated  the  NYMO  staff  had 
been  unaware  of  the  pending  legislation. 
But  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  BOD 
general  secretary,  said,  “The  NYMO 
Steering  Committee  has  been  involved  in 
the  discussion  for  over  a  year.” 

Discipleship  board  members  also 
approved  development  of  a  conference 
center  to  be  located  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  center  here  on  property  jointly 
owned  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  (The  BHEM  adopted  an 
identical  proposal  at  its  meeting  here 
Oct.  13-15.) 

Accommodations  of  the  proposed  build¬ 
ing  include  two  meeting/banquet  rooms, 
125  sleeping  rooms,  six  smaller  meeting 
rooms,  a  full-service  coffee  shop,  an 
exercise  room  and  a  swimming  pool. 


Union  members  picket 
board  of  ministries 


THE  ILIFF  WEEK  OF 
GRADUATE  LECTURES 
The  Iliff  School  School  of  Theology 
January  23-26, 1984 
Guest  Preacher:  Dr.  William  Sloane  Coffin 

Riverside  Church,  New  York  City 
Keynote  Address :  Dr.  Emilio  E.  Castro 

World  Council  of  Churches 

Guest  Lecturers : 


Dr.  Peggy  Way 
Vanderbilt  Divinity  School 

Dr.  Patrick  D.  Miller 
Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Virginia 


Dr.  Jean  Miller  Schmidt 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 

Dr.  James  B.  Nelson 
United  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Twin  Cities 


An  Evening  of  Natalie  Sleeth’s  Music;  special  guest,  Natalie 
Sleeth 

C.E.U.  Workshops: 

“Human  Sexuality  as  an  Area  for  Christian  Ministry” 

“The  Role  of  Education  in  Building  Christian  Community” 
“Health  and  Human  Values  —  How  Will  We  Decide?” 
“Spiritual  Disciplines  for  Everyday  Living” 

“Politics  ’84:  Christian  Perspectives” 

“Alternative  Ministerial  Metaphors” 

for  further  information  write:  The  Iliff  Week  of  Graduate  Lectures, 
The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  2201  S.  University  Blvd.,  Denver,  CO 
80210.  (303  )  744-1287 


offer,”  UAW  organizer  Karen  Ackerman 
told  the  Reporter.  She  said  the  non¬ 
economic  items  such  as  use  of  the 
bulletin  boards  and  the  seniority  clause 
(long-term  employees  would  be 
protected  against  layoffs)  were  settled. 

A  grievance  procedure  and  a  policy  of 
progressive  discipline  have  been  ne¬ 
gotiated,  but  the  pay  side  has  not. 

“We  are  working  for  parity  with  other 
wage  workers  in  the  InterChurch  Center 
building  who  do  the  same  jobs,”  said 
Laverne  Booker,  a  secretary  for 
nine  years  in  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  “We’re  the  second- 
lowest  paid  workers  in  the  building  with 
starting  salaries  for  the  first  three  of 
eight  job  levels  at  $154,  $165,  $177/week.” 

In  the  proposal  the  UAW  negotiating 
team  laid  on  the  table,  support  or 
“general  staff”  workers  would  receive 
an  increase  of  12  percent  each  of  the  next 
two  years. 

“We’re  saying  ‘treat  us  the  same  way 
you  want  people  to  be  treated  globally.’ 
Justice  begins  at  home,”  Mrs.  Booker 
said. 

Global  Ministries  board  president, 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  the  Chicago 
Area,  said,  “The  board  is  negotiating  in 
good  faith."  The  bishop,  who  refuses  to 
cross  a  picket  line,  talked  with  the 
picketers  outside  the  hotel  after  the 
board’s  lawyer  briefed  the  directors  on 
the  progress  of  negotiations. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


inn  J  ESCORTED  Particularly 

United 

ItlX/l  Planned  lor 

1304  TOURS 

Methodists 

AROUND  SOUTH  AMERICA  CRUISE  Jan.  24-Mar.  2 

A  leisurely  way  to  see  one  of  the  world's  most  fascinating  con¬ 
tinents.  We  board  the  deluxe  ROYAL  VIKING  SKY  (Norwegian 
registry)  in  Florida,  sail  via  Caribbean  ports  and  Panama  Canal  to 
Peru,  lake  district  of  Chile,  interesting  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Rio?- 


TRANS-CANAL  CRUISE  January  26  -  February  5 

Fly  to  Houston  where  we  overnight  before  boarding  in  Galveston 
the  beautiful  STELLA  SOLARIS  (Greek  registry).  Sail  to  the  sunny 
ports  of  Cozumel,  Mexico,  Grand  Cayman  Islands  and  Jamaica. 
Make  a  fascinating  double  transit  of  the  Panama  Canal. 


SOUTH  PACIFIC  CRUISE  February  19  -  March  5 

Enjoy  the  enchantment  of  legendary  isles  of  the  South  Pacific. 
We  fly  from  California  to  Tahiti  to  board  the  ROYAL  VIKING  STAI^ 
(Norwegian  registry).  See  the  capital  of  Papeete,  breathtaking 
Bora  Bora,  the  interesting  cultures  of  Fiji,  Samoa,  Australia. 

March  7  -  24 


ROYAL  INDIA 

A  unique  adventure!  Staying  at  spme  of  the  world’s  most  deluxe 
hotels.  Also  travel  on  “Palace  on  Wheels”,  a  beautifully  restored 
Maharajah's  train.  See  Taj  Mahal  at  full  moon,  lovely  Delhi,  the 
famous  caves  of  Ajanta  and  Ellora,  bustling  Bombay. 


-r-ixj  TT’C1  Fill  out  this  coupon,  clip  and  send  for  free  illustrated  brochures  Riving 
JT  JlvXZ/1-/  complete  details.  Brochures  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  they  are  printed. 

□  S.  America  Cruise  □  Scandinavia  □  Western  USA  □  Oberammergau 

□  Trans-Canal  Cruise  □  India  “  ‘  1  r'—i~ 

□  Delta  Queen  □  South  Pacific 

□  China 

Write:  U.  M.  TOURS 

Wayfarer  Group  Travel  Name - 

2200  Victory  Parkway  Address - 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206  City,  State  _ 


□  Caribbean  □  Holy  Land  Cruise 

□  Alaska,  Can.  Rockies  □  Colonial  South  Cruise 

□  North  Cape  □  British  Isles  Cruise 
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Flood  of  petitions  concerns  writer 

Duplication  said  to  be  ‘clogging  arteries  of  General  Con  ference 9 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  An  overload 
of  petitions  (requests  for  action)  is  the 
most  serious  problem  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  and  the 
key  place  where  reform  is  needed, 
declares  a  well-known  journalist  writing 
in  the  winter  issue  of  Quarterly  Review. 

Jean  Caffey  Lyles,  a  United  Methodist 
and  associate  editor  of  The  Christian 
Century,  says  the  volume  of  legislation 
has  increased  to  the  point  where  the 
integrity  of  the  democratic  process  is 
threatened. 

Petitions  are  among  several  problems 
addressed  by  Ms.  Lyles  in  her  article. 
“Curing  What  Ails  the  General 
Conference.”  The  Review,  a  scholarly 
journal  “for  reflection  on  ministry,”  is 
published  jointly  by  the  United  Methodist 


Publishing  House  and  the  "United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  Editor  is  Charles  E.  Cole. 
The  winter  issue  will  be  available  Dec.  1. 

Ms.  Lyles  writes  from  the  viewpoint  of 
a  journalist  who  attends  not  only  United 
Methodist  meetings  but  also  the  general 
conventions,  assemblies,  or  synods  of  a 
number  of  other  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions. 

All  is  not  wrong  with  the  General 
Conference.  Ms.  Lyles  begins  her  article 
Jby  noting  the  “sophisticated  level  of 
competence,”  and  the  ability  to  handle 
enormous  mass  of  legislation.  The  Daily 
Christian  Advocate,  often  compared  to 
•the  Congressional  Record,  is  described 
by  Mrs.  Lyles  as  “quite  superior  in  every 
way  to  the  manner  in  which  paperwork  is 


History  of  Hymns 

Monks  preserved  songs 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Christ  is  made  the  sure 
foundation, 

Christ  the  head  and  cornerstone, 

Chosen  of  the  Lord  and  precious, 

Binding  all  the  church  in  one; 

Holy  Zion’s  help  forever, 

And  her  confidence  alone. 

Our  knowledge  of  Christian  songs  in 
the  early  centuries  of  the  Christian  era  is 
at  best  sketchy.  However,  we  do  know 
more  about  the  early  hymns  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

This  is  true  for  two  reasons.  First, 
Latin  was  the  language  of  the  Church  and 
made  for  uniformity  throughout  the 
regions  where  the  church  existed. 
Second,  the  monasteries  preserved  the 
manuscripts  of  these  Latin  hymns  and 
some  of  these  may  be  seen  in  beautiful 
illuminated  pages. 

"Christ  is  made  the  sure  foundation”  is 
one  of  the  Latin  hymns  preserved  in 
manuscript.  It  seems  to  be  dated  as  early 
as  the  seventh  century,  which  makes  it 
one  of  our  oldest  hymns. 

Latin  hymns  were  the  object  of  great 
study  by  Anglican  Church  leaders  during 
the  19th  century,  and  many  were 
translated  into  English  hymns. 

One  of  the  foremost  of  the  translators 
was  John  Mason  Neale,  an  Anglican 
clergyman.  His  great  knowledge  of 
Latin,  his  love  for  these  early  hymns,  and 
his  graphic  English  vocabularly  helped 
him  convert  them  into  excellent  English 
hymns. 

In  our  churches  today,  the  hymn  is 
most  frequently  sung  to  the  tune  named 
‘:‘Regent  Square,”  composed  in  1877  by 
Henry  Smart.  The  tune  was  written  for  a 


Presbyterian  hymnal  compiled  by  the 
minister  of  the  Regent  Square 
Presbyterian  Church,  known  then  as  the 
“cathedral  of  Presbyterianism  in 
London.”  The  compiler  named  the  tune 
for  the  church  and  it  is  known  today 
throughout  the  world. 

Henry  Smart,  largely  self-taught  in 
music,  became  one  of  the  finest  organists 
of  his  day.  For  48  years  he  served  in 
Anglican  churches.  Troubled  with  poor 
eyesight  for  a  number  of  years,  he 
became  totally  blind  in  1865.  His  sharp 
memory  and  extraordinary  keyboard 
skill  made  it  possible  for  him  to  continue 
playing  until  his  death  in  1879. 

In  addition  to  “Regent  Square,”  Smart 
wrote  an  equally  famous  tune, 
“Lancashire,”  indelibly  associated  with 
the  hymn  “Lead  On,  0  King  Eternal.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Ye  Servants  of  God" 


handled  in  other  denominational 
conventions.” 

Ms.  Lyles  compliments  the  conference 
on  the  way  bishops  are  chosen  by  a 
committee  to  preside.  The  bishops  with 
the  highest  reputations  as  skilled 
parliamentarians  and  presiders  are 
given  the  longest,  most  difficult  sessions 
and  the  sessions  where  volatile  issues  are 
scheduled  for  debate.  She  criticizes  the 
policy  of  not  allowing  bishops  to  speak 
and  vote,  however.  "It  seems  a  shame 
that  for  most  of  the  General  Conference, 
bishops  serve  essentially  the  same 
function  as  the  pots  of  chrysanthemums 
that  line  the  edge  of  the  platform ,  that  is, 
they  decorate  the  stage.” 

She  recommends  the  Lutheran 
practice  of  having  bishops  serve  as  part 
of  the  legislative  body.  “United 
Methodist  bishops’  abilities  and 
experience  could  be  employed  more 
.  profitably  if  they  were  members  of  the 
General  Conference  with  voice  and 
vote,”  she  concludes.  Would  they 
dominate  the  proceedings?  She  thinks 
not.  "Presiding  officers  would,  of  course, 
have  to  exercise  fairness  in  recognizing 
persons  to  speak.” 

Whereas  there  were  20,000  petitions  at 
the  1980  General  Conference,  Ms.  Lyles 
says  there  could  be  40,000  by  1988.  "How 
much  is  too  much?”  she  asks.  “In  1980  one 
local  church  sent  in  1,350  petitions.  What 
if  100  local  churches  did  the  same?” 

Ms.  Lyles  attributes  the  phenomenal 
increase  in  petitions  largely  to  “Good 
News,”  the  denomination’s  self- 
identified  evangelical  caucus,  which  has 
encouraged  petitions  on  certain  subjects. 

“The  large  number  of  identical  and 
similar  petitions  on  controversial  topics 
(homosexuality,  abortion)  suggest  that 
petitions  are  no  longer  a  way  to  get  new 
ideas  considered,  but  a  kind  of  all-church 
referendum  on  select  issues,”  she 
observes. 

“If  the  Church  and  Society  Legislative 
Committee  has  three  bushel  baskets  full 


of  petitions  asking  that  the  church  do 
thus-and-so,  the  committee  will  conclude 
—  so  the  reasoning  goes  —  that  here 
indeed  is  the  consensus  of  the  grass-roots 
church.  But  since  petition  writers  are  not 
a  cross-section  of  the  denomination,  one 
cannot  draw  that  conclusion.” 

The  “Good  News”  strategy  has 
subverted  a  useful  process  of  the  church 
and  is  making  it  unworkable,  she 
contends. 

In  addition  to  a  campaign  to  persuade 
persons  not  to  clog  the  arteries  of  the 
conference  with  duplicate  proposals,  she 
suggests  that  all  individuals  or  caucus 
groups  be  required  to  have  their  petitions 
approved  by  some  official  body  such  as  a 
charge  conference,  district  conference  or 
annual  conference.  “A  petition  tht  does 
not  survive  the  scrutiny  of  one  of  these 
bodies  would  probably  not  make  it  at 
General  Conference  either.” 

Ms.  Lyles  admits  there  is  no  consensus 
in  the  denomination  for  curtailing  the 
individual’s  right  to  petition  the  General 
Conference  directly  but  urges  advocates 
to  begin  promoting  the  idea  now.  “In  my 
view,  it  is  a  step  that  will  have  to  be  taken 
sooner  or  later.  United  Methodism  is  not 
and  never  has  been  a  direct  democracy. 
It  has  representative  structures  and  it 
should  use  them  for  greater  efficiency.” 

Ms.  Lyles  points  to  increasing  costs  for 
the  General  Conference  but  concludes 
there  may  be  little  that  can  be  done  about 
them.  In  1980  the  meeting  in  Indianapolis 
cost  $1.6  million.  The  1984  session  is 
expected  to  cost  $2  million. 

But  above  all,  Ms.  Lyles  says  it  is  a 
“spectacle,  a  glorious  cast-of-thousands 
event,  the  best  free  entertainment  in 
town  for  eleven  days,  an  exhausting 
drama-comedy-tragedy-farce,  better 
than  an  old-time  revival  camp  meeting, 
the  Barnum  and  Bailey  Circus,  Star 
Wars,  the  Lincoln-Douglass  debates,  a 
Sunday  school  Christmas  pageant,  and 
the  Texas  Legislature  all  rolled  into 
one.” 


Dear  Deborah 

Pastor  needs  way  to  clear  name 


Dear  Deborah: 

1  have  been  a  pastor  for  18  years,  and 
never  have  I  experienced  this  particular 
problem.  I  am  writing  you  in  hope  that  if 
you  do  not  have  an  answer  that  some 
other  pastor  reading  this  might. 

A  big  controversy  has  been  erupting 
here  for  a  year  now  that  is  finally 
quieting  down.  However,  one  of  the 
leading  couples  who  have  been  both 
generous  with  time  and  unfailing  support 
for  many  years,  suddenly  decided  to 
leave  our  membership.  They  told  me  it 


NCC  chief  calls  God 
‘neglected  resource’ 


was  not  because  of  my  ministry  but 
because  of  the  attitude  and  sharp  tongue 
of  one  of  the  other  members.  They  said 
they  had  had  enough!  My  problem  is  that 
many  of  the  members,  and  especially  the 
one  who  caused  this  couple  to  leave, 
believe  they  are  angry  with  me.  Do  I 
clear  myself?  Do  I  just  let  things  be  as 
they  are?  It  seems  if  I  put  the  blame 
where  it  really  is,  I  will  look  like  a  tattle ; 
if  I  let  it  be.  who  fenows  how  this  could 
affect  my  future?  Help! 

Robert 

Dear  Robert : 

Do  you  feel  you  could  share  the  reason 
for  this  couple  becoming  disgusted  with 
the  church  member  with  your  Pastor- 
Parish  Committee?  This,  of  course, 
without  divulging  the  name.  (I  realize 
this  difficult  member  might  be  a 
member  of  this  committee.)  This  would 


indicate  to  those  responsible  that  you 
have  done  what  you  can. 

Have  you  considered  the  possibility  of 
confronting  the  offending  person?  This 
can  be  hazardous  to  your  health  and 
ought  not  be  done  unless  you  feel 
confident  about  it. 

Some  words  about  committed  active 
members  who  leave  suddenly :  (1)  is  this 
really  the  reason  or  is  it  the  excuse? 
(2)  Our  commitment  to  the  church  is  on 
pretty  shaky  ground  when  we  are 
knocked  down  by  the  misbehavior  of  one 
other  member  —  is  it  not?  One  does 
wonder. 

Deb 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write:  "Dear  Deborah,"  P.O. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


Autumn  treat 

This  squirrel  has  found  a  treasure  away  for  the  winter,  he’s  decided  to 
—  one  of  the  season’s  last  apples,  take  a  break  and  eat  it  immediately. 
Rather  than  "squirreling”  this  religious  news servick  piioto 


the  church  today 


Methodist  was  nominated 
for  Nobel  Peace  Prize 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Rev.  John  P. 
Adams,  retired  United  Methodist 
minister  known  for  his  peacemaking 
work  in  national  and  world  trouble  spots 
during  the  1970s  and  80s,  was  among 
some  80  persons  nominated  for  the  1983 
Nobel  Peace  Prize. 

The  office  of  Congressman  John  F. 
Seiberling  here  confirmed  that  Mr. 
Seiberling  submitted  Mr.  Adams’ 
nomination.  The  prize  was  awarded  to 
Lech  Walesa,  leader  of  the  Solidarity 
labor  union  movement  in  Poland. 

Mr.  Adams  lives  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
He  took  early  retirement  from  the  parish 
ministry  there  in  June  for  health 
reasons. 

UMs  ’83  giving  stays  close 
to  levels  of  support  set  in  ’82 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodists  gave  $48.4  million  in  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1983  to  support  national 
and  world-wide  programs  of  their 
church,  about  the  amount  given  in  the 
same  period  a  year  ago. 

A  report  released  Oct.  5  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
here  showed  that  of  18  general  funds, 
seven  recorded  increases  through  Sept. 


30,  compared  with  a  year  ago,  while 
declines  were  registered  in  11.  Overall, 
the  increase  above  1982  giving  was  a 
quarter  of  one  percent . 

Largest  single  item  in  the  report  was 
almost  $15.4  million  for  World  Service, 
the  church’s  basic  program  fund.  This 
was  an  increase  of  almost  two  percent 
above  a  year  ago.  Greatest  percentage 
gain  was  almost  41  percent  in  the  Youth 
Service  Fund. 

“Gay”  caucus  protests  lack 
of  theology  of  sexuality 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  “The 
absence  of  a  coherent  theology  of 
sexuality  is  perhaps  the  greatest  limit 
faced  by  the  church  in  its  effort  to 
implement  a  fully  inclusive  ministry," 
says  the  opening  paragraph  of  a 
“platform”  being  readied  by  Affir¬ 
mation,  the  United  Methodist  caucus 
for  “gay”  and  lesbian  concerns. 

At  its  semi-annual  meeting  here  Sept. 
16-18,  Affirmation  suggested  that  the 
Wesleyan  quadrilateral  —  Scripture, 
tradition,  reason  and  experience  — 
“provides  a  solid  framework  within 
which  to  critique  our  current  unsatisfac- . 
tory  theology  of  sexuality  and  to  suggest 
some  signposts  toward  a  more  useful 
approach.” 


[  OGDEN,  Utah  (RNS)  -  God  is  the 
most  neglected  resource  in  the  churches 
and  the  world,  the  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  told  an 
ecumenical  gathering  here. 

;•  United  Methodist  Bishop  A.  James 
Armstrong  of  Indiana  keynoted  the 
annual  fall  meeting  of  Shared  Ministry  in 
tJtah,  composed  of  delegates  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Disciples  of 
Christ,  American  Baptist,  and  United 
Church  of  Christ  congregations  in  Utah 
who  cooperate  in  joint  programming 
through  the  agency . 

:  Bishop  Armstrong  gave  several 
examples  of  brokenness  in  the  world, 
including  “the  shooting  down  of  an 
innocent  passenger  plane  by  Russian 
interception,”  and  the  nuclear  arms 
iace,  which  he  called  “madness,  with  the 
end  result  a  heap  of  ashes.” 

!  He  saw  brokenness  in  the  economy  in 
4n  elderly  black  man  who  had  worked  20 
years  in  an  East  Chicago  steel  mill,  who 
fras  dismissed  and  whose  benefits  had  all 
tun  out,  and  in  a  middle-level  executive 
bi  Detroit  who  was  escorted  to  his  car 
find  told  he  was  through  with  a  company 
to  which  he  had  given  his  life,  within 
months  of  his  retirement  with  a  pension. 

“But  we  don’t  have  to  go  to  the  Western 
Slope  of  Japan  (where  the  debris  from 
the  downed  Korean  plane  is  being  found), 
or  to  Gary,  Ind.,  or  Detroit  or 
Washington,  D.C.,  or  Salt  Lake  City  to 


find  brokeness,”  Bishop  Armstrong  said. 
“We  can  simply  look  into  the  depths  of 
our  own  beings,  or  reach  out  among  our 
acquaintances  to  recognize  a  different 
sort  of  brokenness  —  guilt,  shame, 
unworthiness,  anxiety,  fear,  emptiness, 
loneliness,  sinfulness.” 

The  ecumenical  leader  said  that 
brokenness  “is  not  only  a  geopolitical 
and  social  phenomenon.  It  can  be 
frightfully  personal,  haunting  our  most 
private  worlds.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  told  the  Shared 
Ministry  delegates  that  beyond  the 
brokenness  are  the  great  resources  of 
faith.  “It  may  seem  strange,  but  I  would 
say  that  the  most  neglected  resource  is 
God,”  he  commented.  “This  neglected 
resource,  ever  available,  is  too  often 
ignored.  We  frequently  do  not  move 
beyond  woe  and  despair  to  the  assuring, 
healing,  restoring,  reconciling  of  God.” 

The  NCC  president  advised  that  “we 
need  to  be  painfully  aware  of  the 
brokenness  within  each  of  us  and  in  the 
church  and  in  the  world.  God  calls  us  to 
accountability,  as  we  are.  We  know  that 
his  grace  will  suffice.” 

The  delegates  re-elected  Mike  Cannon, 
an  American  Baptist  layman  from 
Centerville,  as  chairman  of  the  executive 
council  of  Shared  Ministry,  and  elected 
the  Rev.  Glen  Halbe,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister  from  Provo,  as  vice- 
chairman. 


German 

By  VICTORIA  BARNETT 

Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

An  East  German  church  deacon  is 
sentenced  to  three  years  in  prison  for  his 
disarmament  activities. 

A  West  German  bishop  tells  his 
ministers  that  they  may  demonstrate, 
but  pleads  with  them  not  to  wear  their 
clerical  robes  while  doing  so. 

A  member  of  the  Bonn  defense 
ministry  accuses  the  Protestant  Church 
of  disloyalty  to  the  German  constitution. 

A  group  of  young  pastors  consult  a 
lawyer  on  their  legal  rights  in  case  of 
arrest. 

Such  news  features  have  become 
standard  fare  in  the  German  press. 
Ministers  have  been  active  in  the  peace 
movement  since  it  began  three  years 
ago,  but  tensions  raised  by  church 
involvement  have  become  much  higher 
in  recent  months. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  this. 
Stationing  of  the  new  NATO  nuclear 
missiles  will  begin  here  in  December.  As 
peace  activists  make  a  final  effort  to 
prevent  this,  both  legal  and  illegal 
demonstrations  will  increase  this  fall. 
Public  opinion  polls  now  show  that  66  to 
75  percent  of  the  German  population 


Ecumenical  camp  program  gears  up 


:  NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Next  summer, 
thousands  of  Christians  in  church  camps 
across  North  America  will  begin 
following  a  new  ecumenical  curriculum 
which  stresses  responsible  Christian 
lifestyles  and  stewardship. 

The  “Sow  Seeds,  Trust  the  Promise,” 
ecumenical  church  camping  program 
was  developed  over  the  last  six  years  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
committee  on  outdoor  ministries.  It  is  the 
first  comprehensive  ecumenical 
camping  program  developed  since  1971, 
said  the  Rev.  Jack  M.  MacCloud  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (USA),  an  NCC 
committee  member. 

Giving  a  capsule  summary  of  the  new 
itheme,  Mr.  MacLeod  said  “sow  seeds” 
means  sharing  the  Good  News  of  Jesus 
Christ.  He  said  “trust  the  promise” 
refers  to  the  promise  of  God  that  if  the 
Gospel  is  shared,  it  will  bear  fruit  in 
^people’s  lives  and  in  society. 

'  Mr.  MacCloud  said  camping  has  been  a 
part  of  church  ministries  in  various 


forms  for  the  last  century.  But  there  has 
been  a  growing  interest  in  camping  in  the 
last  five  years,  and  the  interest  is 
“expected  to  increase.”  He  said  camps 
give  a  unique  opportunity  for  individuals 
“to  live  together  as  an  intentional 
community  and  to  understand  what  it 
means  to  be  a  member  of  a  Christian 
community.” 

More  than  90  U.S.  and  Canadian 
outdoor  ministry  leaders  were 
introduced  to  the  major  elements  of  the 
“sow  seeds”  program  at  a  “North 
American  church  camp”  in  North 
Webster,  Ind.,  Sept.  25-Oct.  3.  They  met 
at  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Epworth  Forest  Retreat  and  Conference 
Center. 

To  “sow  seeds”  and  “trust  the 
promise”  is  a  capsule  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  said  the  Rev.  Lois  Wilson, 
conference  keynoter  and  new  North 
American  president  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  “To  'sow  seeds’  and  ‘trust 
the  promise’  means  to  care  for  and  not 


exploit  the  earth,  to  feed  the  hungry,  free 
the  oppressed  and  prisoners,  show 
hospitality  to  strangers,  share  equitably, 
attack  and  dismantle  every  unjust 
system.” 

The  new  camping  program  is  designed 
to  cover  1984-1989.  The  curriculum  has  a 
three-year  sequence,  which  is  repeated. 
This  enables  an  individual  who  goes  to 
camp  all  six  years  to  take  each  theme 
twice,  at  a  different  age  level,  said  an 
NCC  spokesperson.  The  suggested 
themes  are:  lifestyles  of  faithfulness, 
1984,  1987,  stewardship  of  Creation,  1985, 
1988;  meaning  of  community,  1986, 1989. 

Participants  at  the  North  Webster 
camp  tried  out  a  variety  of  practical 
experiences  such  as  “no-trace 
camping,”  which  leaves  the  cookout  site 
as  clean  as  they  found  it,  Mr.  MacLeod 
said. 

“The  church  camp  is  one  setting  in 
which  the  church  does  its  educational 
ministry,”  said  Mr.  MacLeod. 


clerics  protest  arms  race 


hope,  however,  that  the  Geneva  arms 
control  talks  will  succeed  and  that  the 
stationing  can  be  averted. 

In  addition,  the  Bonn  government  has 
developed  much  tougher  laws  affecting 
demonstrators.  Church  leaders  are  faced 
with  questions  of  both  church  and  civil 
law:  Should  pastors  demonstrate? 
Should  they  wear  clerical  robes  at 
demonstrations?  Should  “peace” 
services  be  allowed  in  the  churches? 
What  position  will  the  church  take  if  a 
pastor  is  arrested?  How  should  pastors 
deal  with  internal  parish  conflicts  on  this 
issue? 

Confronted  with  these  questions,  West 
German  church  leaders  are  tom  between 
trying  to  maintain  church  unity  and 
defining  a  Christian  position  on  the  issue. 
There  is  little  chance  that  a  real  church- 


state  rupture  will  result,  but  it  is  clear 
that,  within  the  church,  there  are  serious 
disagreements. 

In  September,  the  national  Protestant 
Church  Council  issued  a  lengthy 
statement  which  called  upon  political 
leaders  to  stop  the  arms  race.  The  bulk  of 
the  statement,  however,  was  addressed 
to  church  members  and  pastors,  and 
concerned  questions  of  civil  disobedi¬ 
ence. 

It  called  upon  the  police  to  exercise 
caution  at  demonstrations  and  illegal 
blockades  at  military  bases.  The  church 
also  made  clear  that  it  does  not  support 
civil  disobedience  —  that  is, 
participation  in  blockades  and  other 
demonstrations  carried  out  without 
police  permission. 

In  particular,  it  said,  pastors  “are. 


through  virtue  of  their  office,  sent  to  the 
entire  parish.  This  places  limits  on  their 
political  engagement.” 

The  Protestant  statement  found 
support  among  Catholic  leaders.  The 
leader  of  the  German  Catholic  Church,. 
Cardinal  Hoffner,  has  also  criticized 
plans  for  mass  civil  disobedience,  and 
called  upon  Catholics  of  differing 
viewpoints  to  respect  each  other’s 
opinion. 

While  the  national  church  statement 
was  clearly  an  attempt  at  conciliation, 
church  leaders  have  come  under  fire 
from  both  sides.  Peace  activists  are 
demanding  a  clearer  position  against  the 
missile  deployment;  government 
supporters  of  the  new  missiles  say  that 
the  church  should  stay  out  of  the  matter 
entirely. 


Book  Review 

Stress  of  extended  family  viewed 


“Living  With  Adult  Children"  by  Monica 
Lauen  O’Kane.  Diction  Books,  P.O.  Box 
17271,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55117 

By  EDWARD  D.  GARTEN 

Popular  magazine  articles  have  told  us 
that  economic  and  social  conditions  are 
forcing  nearly  sixteen  million  adult 
young  people  to  “nest  in”  with  their 
parents.  The  figures  are  staggering,  yet 
the  reality  of  living  with  adult  children  — 
as  most  who  have  experienced  it  will 
relate  —  is  not  an  easy  matter. 

In  “Living  with  Adult  Children:  A 
Helpful  Guide  for  Parents  and  Grown 
Children  Sharing  the  Same  Roof,” 
Monica  O’Kane  realistically  and 
candidly  explores  the  why’s  and 
wherefore’s  of  this  very  contemporary 
living  trend.  She  carefully  delineates  the 
multiple  problems  that  often  result  from 
this  living  and  sharing  arrangement  and 
offers,  as  the  subtitle  states,  helpful 
advice  for  both  parents  and  the  grown 
children  who  live  together. 

O’Kane  observes  that  most  of  the 
published  literature  on  the  “nesting  in” 
phenomena  has  been  written  BY 
professionals  or  researchers  FOR 
professionals  and  researchers.  Her 
course  was  to  write  about  the  subject 
from  a  very  practical  perspective,  using 
"normal"  families  as  her  reference 
point. 


From  a  scholarly  standpoint  one  could 
easily  quibble  about  her  approach  and 
methodology,  especially  relative  to  the 
manner  in  which  she  gained  her  data. 
One  cannot  quarrel,  however,  with  the 
very  poignant  and  often-times  passionate 
observations  from  the  surveys  of  those 
involved  in  her  study. 


“Here  we  read  about 
families  struggling 
day-in  (and)  day-out.” 


Here  we  read  about  families  struggling 
day-in,  day-out,  with  the  realities  of  what 
we  might  justifiably  refer  to  as  an 
extended  family  life-cycle.  We 
approached  this  book  from  the 
perspective  of  knowing  several  instances 
in  our  own  family  where  “nesting  in”  has 
occurred  and  still  occurs. 

The  majority  of  “nesters”  that  O’Kane 
surveyed  indicated  that  at  least  one  of 
their  major  reasons  for  “nesting  in”  with 
their  parents  revolved  around  economic 
hardship.  Economic  considerations, 
emotional  attractions,  and  shared 
family  interests  are  all  cited  as  major 
advantages  of  remaining  at  home  with 
one’s  parents.  However  many  parents 


voice  the  feeling  that  an  adult  offspring 
living  at  home  risks  role  stagnation. 
They  often  feel  that  their  adult  young 
people  are  surrounded  by  an 
“environment  of  childhood”  and  that,  in 
and  of  itself,  makes  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  them  to  grow  and  move 
into  more  challenging  adult  roles. 
Pointedly,  going  home  for  a  brief  period 
may  be  the  answer  sometimes  but  in  the 
long  term  it  may  not  enable  an  individual 
to  develop  a  genuine  sense  of 
independence.  Young  adults  may  well 
risk  permanent  grounding  due  to 
emotional  dependency. 

“Nesters,”  at  times,  run  the  risk  of 
alienating  their  parents  through 
choosing  an  alternative  lifestyle.  O’Kane 
deals  wilh  this  possibility  in  a  rather 
sensitive  and  thought  provoking  fashion. 
She  notes  that  it  is  important  to  realize 
that  it  is  not  always  the  severity  of  the 
action,  but  rather  the  depth  of  the 
family’s  response  toward  that  action  that 
often  triggers  a  response.  She  suggests 
that  parents  can  still  love  and  respect 
their  adult  offspring  even  in  spite  of  the 
differences  in  approach  to  lifestyle. 

Edward  D.  Garten  is  Director  of 
Libraries  at  Tennessee  Tech  University 
and  is  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Minnesota  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


■  i. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  News 
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From  the  Executive 
Director:  Terrel  J.  DeVille 

I  would  like  to  share  with  you  some  information  which  I 
presented  to  our  Board  of  Directors  at  their  annual  fall  meeting 
on  October  4. 1  believe  this  information  is  reflective  of  the  work 
we  are  doing,  both  in  terms  of  numbers  served  and  the  quality 
of  service  provided. 

From  January  through  August  of  1983  we  have  had  a  total  of 
127  referrals  for  service.  Of  these,  65  were  referred  by  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  62  were  referred  by  private  sources.  Of  the  65 
state  referrals,  39  were  from  the  Division  of  Youth  Services, 
while  the  remaining  20  were  from  the  Office  of  Health  &  Human 
Resources.  In  the  area  of  private  referrals,  there  were  37  from 
families,  8  from  ministers,  12  from  psychiatrists,  and  5  from  the 
other  sources  such  as  law  enforcements  offices. 

Out  of  those  referred,  a  total  of  58  children  were  placed  in 
emergency  shelter  care.  Some  of  these  in  emergency  care  were 
among  the  37  children  evaluated  for  our  residential  group 
program.  We  accepted  35  of  those  evaluated  into  residential 
care. 

During  these  same  eight  months,  a  total  of  27  children  were 
discharged.  Fifteen  of  these  returned  to  their  homes.  Two 
entered  our  continuing  education  program  and  are  currently 
enrolled  as  college  freshmen.  Two  entered  Job  Corps  and  one 
entered  another  children’s  home.  The  remaining  seven  entered 
other  programs  with  two  of  them  requiring  more  restrictive 
settings. 

As  of  mid-September  there  were  50  children  and  youth  in 
residential  group  care.  Of  these  30  were  females  and  20  were 
males.  There  were  also  6  children  in  emergency  and  evaluation 
services.  In  addition,  there  were  two  in  foster  care  and  four  in 
our  continuing  education  program. 

So  much  for  the  numbers.  Quantity  is  not  always  a  reflection 
of  quality.  This  is  a  different  matter.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  in 
this  area  MCH  has  every  reason  to  be  proud.  On  August  11, 1983 
we  were  informed  that  the  Health  &  Welfare  Certification 
Committee  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  granted  MCH 
certification  for  another  five  years. 

This  certification  came  as  a  result  of  an  extensive  self  study 
and  an  on-site  inspection  by  a  peer  evaluation  team  which 
visited  MCH  in  May.  This  team  was  composed  of 
administrators  of  other  United  Methodist  child  care  agencies. 

|  Certification  signifies  that  the  services  provided  children  and 
families  are  of  the  highest  professional  quality  and  also  that 
there  exists  an  exemplary  f  elationship  between  our  agency  and 
the  church. 

Quality  services  to  such  a  large  number  of  persons  is  the 
result  of  the  support  MCH  has  had  and  continues  to  have  from 
you,  our  constituency.  As  we  approach  the  Thanksgiving 
Season,  please  allow  me  to  say  a  sincere  word  of  gratitude  to 
you  on  behalf  of  all  our  staff  and  those  we  serve. 


The  Season  of  Giving 


By  DOUG  WILLIAMS, 

Chaplain  and  Director  of  Development 

Every  year  at  Christmas  MCH 
receives  an  outpouring  of  gifts,  offers  of 
gifts,  and  other  signs  of  interest  and 
concern  by  hundreds  of  persons.  Most  of 
these  gifts  and  offers  are  appropriate 
and  will  benefit  our  children  and  youth. 
All  of  these  offers  arise  from  a  genuine 
concern  on  the  part  of  those  making  the 
offer.  We  are  grateful  for  these 
expressions  of  love  and  concern. 
However,  at  the  risk  of  being 
misinterpreted,  I  would  like  to  offer  a 
few  thoughts  upon  this  matter  of  giving. 

It  seems  that  at  Christmas  all  of  us 
tend  to  turn  our  thoughts  toward  deeds  of 
love  and  kindness.  It  is  good  that  we  do 
so.  I  only  wish  that  we  could  find  ways  to 
keep  our  loving  thoughts  and  deeds  from 
being  only  a  seasonal  occurrence.  I 
realize,  of  course,  that  this  is  not  the 
case.  I  know  that  most  of  us  try  to  be 
loving  and  giving  all  year  long.  However, 
it  seems  that  for  some  reason  or  other,  it 
just  comes  easier  at  Christmas. 

Our  tendency  to  be  seasonal  in  our 
works  of  love  and  charity  can  pose 
problems  for  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
and  other  charitable  non-profit  agencies. 
All  of  a  sudden  in  November  and 
December  we  find  ourselves  swamped 
with  offers  of  gifts  and  services  that  we 
could  have  used  all  during  the  past  10 
months.  Now,  during  these  last  two 
hectic  months  of  the  year  we  have  to 
decide  how  we  can  use  as  many  of  these 
offers  as  possible.  For  example,  we  have 


dozens  of  civic  clubs  and  school 
organizations  wanting  to  give  Christmas 
parties.  Our  kids  can  only  attend  so 
many  parties  without  neglecting  other 
important  tasks  such  as  school  work.  I 
only  wish  that  we  could  get  more  offers 
for  parties  during  the  often  dreary 
months  of  January  and  February. 

Another  example  is  found  in  the  very 
well  meaning  person  who  calls  the  office 
the  third  week  in  December  wishing  to 
invite  a  child  into  his  or  her  home  during 
the  Christmas  holidays.  We  are  always 
glad  for  persons  to  express  an  interest  in 
our  children.  However,  a  week  before 
Christmas  is  too  late  to  start  a 
relationship  with  a  child  that  can 
culminate  in  a  home  yisit  during  the 
holidays.  Friendships  take  time  to 
develop.  I  wish  we  would  receive  calls 
like  these  in  May  and  August. 

Please  don’t  get  me  wrong.  We  always 
appreciate  interest  and  support 
whenever  and  wherever  it  is  shown. 
However,  we  can  serve  the  interests  of 
our  children  much  better  when  we  are 
able  to  generate  offers  of  gifts  and 
services  throughout  the  year  and  not  just 
during  the  busy  holiday  season.  I  think 
this  applies  to  all  of  us  and  various  ways 
we  tend  to  want  to  be  of  help  to  persons. 
To  paraphrase  Jesus,  let  us  remember 
the  poor  are  with  us  always  and  not  just 
once  a  year.  Let  us  remember  the 
children,  the  elderly,  the  handicapped, 
the  poor,  and  the  lonely  each  day  of  our 
lives.  And  let  us  always  be  on  the  watch 
for  ways  in  which  we  can  share  God’s 
love  with  them. 


Fund  Established 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  pleased 
to  announce  the  establishment  of  a  trust 
fund  in  memory  of  a  former  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Ben  R. 
Downing  Capital  Endowment  Trust  Fund 
was  established  earlier  this  year  by 
Baton  Rouge  attorney,  Ben  R.  Downing, 
Jr. 

In  making  the  initial  contribution,  Mr. 
Downing  said,  “It  (MCH)  was  a  very 
important  part  of  his  life  and  I  would 
like  to  make  a  contribution  toward  some 
kind  of  memorial  in  his  memory.’’  The 
senior  Downing  served  on  the  agency’s 
Board  of  Directors  in  the  late  1940’s  and 


early  1950’s. 

MCH  Executive  Director,  Terrel 
DeVille,  had  this  to  say  concerning  the 
fund’s  establishment.  “This  memorial 
answers  a  real  need  for  our  agency. 
Maintaining  our  facilities  in  proper  order 
is  a  major  responsibility  and  a 
considerable  annual  expense.  This  fund 
will  go  a  long  way  toward  meeting  this 
important  need.  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  is  grateful  for  the  many  years  of 
service  rendered  by  Ben  Downing,  Sr. 
and  we  are  further  pleased  that  his  son 
has  chosen  to  honor  his  father’s  memory 
in  a  way  that  will  continue  to  benefit  the 
program  which  he  loved.” 


Open  House  Celebrates  75  Years  in  Ruston 
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New  sign  greets  visitors  to  MCH.  It  was  constructed  this  summer  with  funds  made  available  by  a  friend. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  will 
celebrate  its  75  years  of  relationship  with 
the  Ruston  Community  on  Sunday, 
October  30,  with  a  special  program  of 
activities  at  the  agency.  Events  will 
begin  at  2:30  p.m.  in  Holt  Activity  Center 
with  a  Service  of  Commemoration'. 
Keynote  speakers  for  the  service  will  be 
the  Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall,  Superintendent 
of  the  Ruston  District  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  the  Hon.  Elton  J. 
Pody,  Mayor  of  Ruston.  Also  on  the 
program  will  be  Mr.  W.A.J.  Lewis, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Following  the  Service  of 
Commemoration  there  will  be  a 


reception  hosted  by  members  of  the  MCH 
Auxiliary,  a  volunteer  group  which 
assists  in  providing  services  to  the 
agency’s  residents.  At  this  time  tours  of 
the  agency  will  be  given  to  all  persons 
wishing  to  see  the  modern  facilities,  as 
well  as  learn  more  about  the  program. 

The  child  care  agency  came  to  Ruston 
as  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage  in 
1908  after  being  given  40  acres  of  land  by 
a  group  of  local  citizens.  The  orphanage 
actually  began  in  Bunkie  in  1906  where  it 
utilized  a  rented  residence.  That  same 
year  land  was  donated  in  Ruston,  and  a 
large  three  story  facility  was  ready  for 
occupancy  in  1908.  Since  that  date  the 
agency  has  been  located  on  its  40  acre 


Family  Day 


Parents  and  staff  view  summer  arts  and  crafts  projects  on  Family  Day. 


Friday,  July  29,  was  Family  Day  at 
MCH.  On  that  day  the  summer  activities 
program  was  brought  to  a  close  and  a 
two  week  visitation  began  for  many  of 
our  children  and  youth. 

This  proved  to  be  an  excellent  time  to 
invite  the  families  of  residents  to  join  in  a 
few  hours  of  fun  and  fellowship  with 
children  and  staff. 

The  event  was  held  in  Holt  Activities 
Center.  A  snack-supper  was  prepared  by 
members  of  the  social  service 
department.  A  special  treat  were  the 
cakes  prepared  and  decorated  by  some 
of  the  girls  in  the  summer  program’s 
cake  decorating  class. 

Arts  and  crafts  made  by  the  children 
during  the  course  of  the  summer 
program  were  on  display  in  the  lounge 
area  of  the  activities  building.  Projects 


were  judged  earlier  in  the  day  and  were 
awarded  their  appropriate  ribbons. 
Children  and  youth  enjoyed  showing  off 
their  handiwork  to  parents  and  staff 
members. 

Many  families  attended  this  event  as 
they  came  to  pick  up  their  children  for 
the  visitation  period.  Other  families 
made  special  trips  just  to  be  present  for 
this  important  event.  Everyone  enjoyed 
the  opportunity  to  visit  and  make  new 
friends. 

MCH  Associate  Director,  John  Allen, 
said  that  he  hopes  the  event  will  become 
an  annual  affair.  He  said  “It  is  good  for 
our  staff  and  our  children’s  families  to  be 
together  in  a  relaxed  atmosphere  where 
we  can  get  to  know  one  another  better.  In 
this  way,  we  can  all  work  together  more 
successfully  for  the  children’s  benefit.” 


campus  in  south  Ruston.  However,  it  has 
undergone  many  changes  in  facility  and 
program.  In  1958  its  operating  name  was 
changed  to  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
keeping  with  the  changed  nature  of  its 
program. 

Visitors  on  Sunday  will  get  the 
opportunity  to  see  how  a  modern 
residential  child  care  facility  goes  about 
the  task  of  providing  services  to  children 
and  youth  with  a  variety  of  needs.  Tours 
will  include  an  orientation  as  to  the  type 
of  children  served,  some  of  their 
problems,  and  the  types  of  services 
offered  in  an  attempt  to  place  these 
children  back  into  family  or  foster  family 
situations  when  possible.  The  tours  will 
visit  several  of  the  agency’s  facilities, 
including  two  of  the  children’s 


Encyclopedias 

Needed 

We  are  in  serious  need  of  several  sets 
of  new  encyclopedias.  Either  Merit  or 
World  Book  editions  can  be  accepted. 
These  sets  cost  approximately  $500  and 
our  educational  budget  does  not  have 
sufficient  funds  at  this  time. 

We  are  trying  to  acquire  a  set  for  each 
of  our  children’s  residences.  Two  of  our 
houses  have  recent  volumes.  However, 
the  remaining  five  houses  have  much 
older  and  incomplete  sets.  These 
reference  books  are  badly  needed  by  the 
children  in  doing  school  assignments.  It 
is  impossible  for  a  child  to  do  a  report  on 
John  F.  Kennedy  when  the  encyclopedia 
he  is  using  was  published  in  1960. 

Those  persons  or  groups  wishing  to  aid 
in  this  project  are  encouraged  to  contact 
Doug  Williams  or  Evelyn  Wilburn  at  the 
MCH  office.  The  address  is  P.O.  929, 
Ruston  or  telephone  (318  )  255-5020. 


residential  units.  MCH  Executive 
Director,  Terrel  J.  DeVille,  stresses  that 
Sunday  will  provide  persons  with  a  rare 
opportunity  to  see  such  a  large  amount  of 
the  facility  and  its  program.  He  also  adds 
that  the  occasion  will  be  one  in  which  the 
agency  and  the  community  can  celebrate 
the  longstanding  mutual  friendship  that 
has  existed  for  three-quarters  of  a 
century.  DeVille  said  “We  are  proud  to 
be  a  part  of  the  Ruston  community  and 
are  grateful  for  the  support  it  has  offered 
us  and  our  children  down  through  the 
years.  Now  it  is  our  turn  to  say  ‘thank 
you’  and  to  give  our  friends  the 
opportunity  to  see  our  work  firsthand.” 


School 

Enrollment 

The  1983-1984  academic  year  finds 
MCH  residents  enrolled  in  several 
schools  throughout  the  Ruston 
community.  Ruston  High  School  has  27 
pupils  from  MCH.  Among  them  are  12 
freshmen,  5  sophomores,  9  juniors  and 
one  senior. 

Four  seventh  graders  and  8  eighth 
graders  attend  Glen  View  Junior  High. 
Three  students  are  in  the  sixth  grade  at 
I.A.  Lewis  School.  The  remainder  of  the 
students  attend  Cypress  Springs 
Elementary  where  the  grade  placement 
is  as  follows:  second  grade  —  2;  third 
grade  —  2;  fourth  grade  —  2;  and  fifth 
grade  —  3. 

In  addition  to  those  in  public  school 
MCH  averages  5-6  in  its  own  campus 
classroom.  This  setting  is  for  those 
students  in  emergency  care  or  on 
evaluation  for  residential  care.  These 
students  will  be  placed  in  public  schools 
if  they  enter  the  residential  group 
program. 


Christmas  Sponsorships  Sought 

Once  again  MCH  is  seeking  persons  willing  to  sponsor  the  cost  of  Christmas 
presents  for  children  and  youth.  This  year  a  donation  of  $50.00  will  furnish  the 
Christmas  gifts  for  one  child. 

By  the  time  this  newsletter  reaches  you,  MCH  residents  will  have  made  their 
Christmas  Wish  Lists.  The  child  care  staff  in  each  house  will  be  responsible  for 
purchasing  and  wrapping  the  presents  which  will  be  put  away  until  the  Christmas 
trees  are  up  in  the  houses.  Then  the  presents  will  be  placed  under  the  trees  to  be 
opened  when  each  house  has  its  Christmas  party. 

Response  to  the  appeal  for  Christmas  sponsors  has  always  been  generous.  We  know 
that  Christmas  1983  will  be  no  exception.  However,  in  order  to  avoid  a  rush  in  our 
business  office,  we  encourage  sponsors  to  send  their  contributions  before  December  1, 
if  at  all  possible.  The  attached  form  may  be  used  for  your  convenience. 
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Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 


Pictured  above  is  a  group  of  potential  volunteers  wno  mei  recenn,  at 
IMC  to  learn  more  about  the  Board  of  Laity’s  volunteer  project.  Shown  seated  at  left 
n  the  front  row  is  Richard  Baker,  Conference  Lay  Leader.  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly 
upper  inset)  served  as  convenor,  and  Mr.  Marvin  Pine  (lower  insert)  shared  his 
xperiences  as  a  volunteer  in  the  program. 


Christian  Care  Committee 


The 


Pastors  Speak 


Choose  Life 


Deuteronomy  30:5-20 
By  J.  PHILIP  WOODLAND 
In  the  final  charge  to  the  folk  he  had  led 
for  forty  years,  Moses  calls  them  to 
renew  their  covenant  with  God.  He 
presents  the  choice  they  face  as  black 
and  white,  either-or,  life  or  death.  His 
words  take  on  a  new  urgency:  “I  call 
heaven  and  earth  to  witness  against  you 
this  day,  that  I  have  set  before  you  life 
and  death,  blessing  and  curse;  therefore, 
choose  life,  that  your  descendants  may 
live,  loving  the  Lord  your  God,  obeying 
his  voice,  and  cleaving  to  him.”  (Deut. 
30:19-20) 


Is  Laity  Project 


Recruits  for  the  Board  of  the  Laity’s 
volunteer  effort  recently  attended  an 
orientation  for  potential  volunteers  at 
Istrouma  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  serves  as  the  center  for  the 
program’s  volunteer  activities. 
Representatives  from  the  adolescent 
group  homes  which  have  taken  part  in 
the  pilot  project  gave  brief  descriptions 
of  the  services  which  volunteers  can 
provide.  Also  present  to  share  their 
enthusiastic  support  of  the  program  were 
local  lay  persons  who  have  been  serving 
in  volunteer  roles.  Richard  Baker, 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  addressed  the 
group  and  expressed  his  hope  that  this 
project  will  spread  across  the 
conference.  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly 


Telecast  Date 

Denomination 

Nov.  22 

Catholic 

Nov.  29 

Catholic 

Dec.  6 

Catholic 

Dec.  13 

Catholic 

Dec.  20 

Baptist 

Dec.  27 

(La.  Bapt.  Convention) 

Jan.  3 

Baptist 

Jan.  10 

Episcopal 

Jan.  17 

Episcopal 

Jan.  24 

Episcopal 

Jan.  31 

Episcopal 

Feb.  7 

United  Methodist 

Feb.  14 

United  Methodist 

Feb.  21 

United  Methodist 

Feb.  28 

United  Methodist 

March  6 

Lutheran 

March  13 

Lutheran 

March  20 

Lutheran 

March  27 

Lutheran 

Apr.  3 

Presbyterian 

Apr.  10 

Presbyterian 

Apr.  17 

Presbyterian 

Apr.  24 

Baptist 

May  1 

(La  State  Bapt.  Conv.) 

May  8 

Baptist 

May  15 

Disciples 

May  22 

Disciples 

May  29 

Disciples 

served  as  convenor  for  the  orientation, 
and  Rev.  Tim  Lawson  served  as  host 
pastor. 

In  addition  to  volunteers  serving  on  a 
regular  basis  at  the  group  homes, 
another  recent  development  in  the 
program  included  a  summer  session  of 
volunteer-led  classes  which  was  held  at 
Istrouma  during  July  and  August.  Some 
sixty  youth  from  four  group  homes  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  area  participated  in  the 
classes  which  included:  art,  cooking, 
woodworking,  macrame,  leathercraft, 
band  instruction  and  needlecraft.  One  of 
the  most  popular  classes  was  a  basic 
computer  course.  Teachers  and  students 
alike  felt  that  they  benefitted  from  the 
experience. 


Presenter 

The  Rev.  Wm.  G.  Thompson,  S.J. 

Ignatius  House 

1331  West  Albion  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60626 
Dr.  William  Hull 
First  Baptist  Church 
543  Ockley  Drive 
Shreveport,  LA  71106 
The  Rev.  W.  Gedge  Gayle 
St.  Martin’s  Episcopal  Church 
2216  Metairie  Road 
Metairie,  LA  70001 

Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  Pastor 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

800  W.  5th  Street 

Fort  Worth,  TX  76102 

Dr.  Curtis  Johnson 

2100  San  Antonio 

Austin,  TX  78705 

Rev.  A.  Holland  Heuer 

University  Presbyterian  Church 

P.O.  Box  776 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Dr.  Lawrence  E.  Carter 

Morehouse  College 

223  Chestnut  St.,  S.W. 

Atlanta,  G A  30314 
Dr.  Bobby  W.  Cook 
Kings  Hwy.  Christian  Church 
806  Kings  Highway 
Shreveport,  LA  71 104 


On  August  6,  1945,  a  gigantic  atomic 
cloud  mushroomed  over  Hiroshima. 
Between  100,000  and  140,000  human 
beings  were  incinerated  in  one  blinding 
flash.  In  1945  we  had  two  atomic  bombs. 
Today  there  are  more  than  50,000  nuclear 
weapons  deployed  or  stockpiled. 
Thousands  of  these  are  more  than  50 
times  the  size  of  the  Hiroshima  bomb. 
Every  major  city  in  the  USA  is  targetted. 

In  the  event  of  nuclear  war  it  is 
estimated  there  would  be  more  than 
100,000,000  deaths  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
100,000,000  deaths  in  Europe  and 
140,000,000  deaths  in  the  United  States. 

Jonathan  Schell  in  his  frightening  book 
may  overstate  the  case  when  he  insists 
that  a  nuclear  war  would  reduce  the 
planet  to  a  realm  of  insects  and  grass. 
Who  really  knows?”  (James  Armstrong 
Orientation  —  82  p.4) 

What  would  be  the  shape  of  that  “pro¬ 
life”  choice  in  the  context  of  the  nuclear 
arms  race.  Let  me  suggest  three 
responses:  One  political,  as  citizens  of  a 
republic  where  our  voices  can  still  be 
heard  and  can  make  a  difference;  one 
ecclesiastical,  as  members  of  the  church 
where  we  as  Christ’s  body  have  a  witness 
to  the  world;  and  one  spiritual  and 
personal,  as  you  choose  how  to  use  the 
one  life  which  is  yours  to  live. 

I  believe  one  step  in  the  direction  of 
reversing  the  nuclear  arms  race,  is  a  bi¬ 
lateral,  verifiable  nuclear  freeze.  A 
freeze  in  which  the  USA  and  the  USSR 
agree  to  stop  the  development, 
production  and  deployment  of  nuclear 
weapons.  It’s  only  a  step,  but  it  provides 
a  point  where  persons  concerned  about  a 
nuclear  war  ending  life  on  this  planet  can 
rally  and  express  concern.  The  calling  on 
our  State  Legislature,  the  National 
Congress,  the  President  to  cease  the 
production  of  nuclear  weapons  does  not 
take  away  deterrence.  We  still  have 
weapons  enough  to  kill  the  Russians 
twenty-five  times.  It  would  allow  to 
slowing  down  the  madness  and  address 
other  suggestions.  George  Kennan, 
former  ambassador  to  Russia,  suggests 
the  rejecting  of  first  use  of  nuclear 
weapons,  a  reciprocal  test  ban,  and  a 
50%  reduction  of  nuclear  armaments  by 
agreement  of  both  nations,  subject  to 
systems  of  verification. 

One  response  to  the  threat  of  nuclear 
war  is  political,  as  individual  citizens, 
study,  act,  express  ourselves.  A  second 
response  is  as  a  Church.  In  this  crisis  of 
humankind,  I  believe  the  Church  Jesus 
Christ  has  a  distinctive  contribution  to 
make  and  a  particular  calling. 

The  Church’s  distinctive  response  is 
neither  a  technical  know-how  that  can 
perfect  a  foolproof  warding  system  or 
verification  system,  nor  a  new  approach 
to  diplomacy.  Rather  the  Church  is 
called  to  keep  alive  a  vision,  a  vision  of 
the  world  as  God  intends  it.  It  is  a  vision 
sometimes  called  Shalom  in  the  Old 
Testament,  a  peaceable  kingdom  where 
as  we  read  earlier,  there  is  a  harmony  in 
all  nature.  “The  wolf  shall  dwell  with  the 
lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with 
the  kid  and  the  calf  and  the  lion  and  the 
fatling  together.  And  a  little  child  shall 
lead  them.  They  shall  not  hurt  or  destroy 
in  all  my  holy  mountain;  for  the  earth 
shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
as  the  water  cover  the  sea.” 

Such  dreams  may  be  a  long  way  off, 
yet  they  remind  us  that  God’s  will  is  not 
for  a  battle  field,  but  a  garden.  It  is  a 
dream  that  in  our  despair  and  apathy,  we 
need  to  have  re-imaged.  That  swords 
shall  be  beaten  into  ploughshares  and 
spears  into  pruning  hooks,  nuclear 
warheads  into  hospitals,  and  silos  be 
filled  with  corn,  not  missiles.  Nation 
shall  not  lift  sword  against  nation,  not 
ever  again. 

Accompanying  the  task  of  the  kindling 
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and  the  nurturing  of  visions  of  shalom  is 
the  kingdom.  There  is. the  painful  task  of 
speaking  to  each  other  the  prophetic 
word  of  judgement  and  accountability. 

One  contemporary  Christian  writer 
gives  expression  to  this  prophetic  role  of 
the  Church.  Thomas  Merton  said  twenty 
years  ago:  “There  are  activities  which, 
in  view  of  their  possible  consequences 
are  so  dangerous  and  absurd  as  to  be 
morally  intolerable.  If  we  cooperate  in 
these  activities  we  share  in  the  guilt  they 
incur  before  God.  It  is  no  longer 
reasonable  or  right  to  leave  decisions  to  a 
largely  anonymous  power  elite  that  is 
driving  us  all,  in  our  passivity,  toward 
ruin.  We  have  to  make  ourselves  heard. 
Christians  have  a  grave  responsibility  to 
protest  clearly  and  forcibly  against  the 
trends  that  lead  inevitably  to  crimes 
which  the  Church  condemns  and 
deplores.  Ambiguity,  hesitation  or 
compromise  are  no  longer  permissible. 
War  must  be  abolished.”  (quoted  by 
Mohney,  Christianity  and  Crisis,  p.  44, 
3/1/82). 

The  third  response  to  the  crisis  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race  is  one  of  personal 
decision  and  commitment.  ‘‘There  is  a 
nice  story  told  of  Heinrich  Heine,  the 
German  (or  Jewish)  poet,  who  was 
standing  with  a  friend  before  the 
cathedral  of  Amiens,  in  France.  ‘Tell  me, 
Heinrich,’  said  his  friend,  ‘why  can’t 
people  build  piles  like  this  anymore?’ 
‘My  dear  friend,’  replied  Heine,  ‘in  those 
days  people  had  convictions.  We 
moderns  have  opinions.  And  it  takes 
more  than  an  opinion  to  build  a  Gothic 
cathedral.’  ” 

“There  is  no  question  that  almost  all 
Russians  and  Americans  want  peace. 
But  peace  in  our  minds  is  an  opinion,  not 
a  conviction.  We  —  most  of  us  —  are 
hearers  of  the  Word,  not  doers.  We  wish 
for  peace,  but  we  do  not  will  it. 

Said  Cyrus  Vance  in  1980  at  Harvard: 
“History  may  conclude  that  ours  was  a 
failure  not  of  opportunity,  but  of  seeing 
opportunity;  a  failure  not  of  resource, 
but  of  wisdom  to  use  them ;  a  failure  not 
of  intellect,  but  of  understanding  and 
will.”  (Coffin,  The  Courage  to  Love,  p. 
82) 

Jesus  said,  ‘‘Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers”  ...  not  the  peace  wishers 
or  the  peace  lovers,  but  the 
peacemakers.  One  response  is  that 
decision  of  will,  or  commitment,  or 
personal  dedication  to  commit  yourself 
to  the  costly  task  of  “being  an  agent  of 
reconciliation,  to  purge  and  purify  your 
heart  until  you  can  love  even  your 
enemy.  In  the  passions  of  war  we 
dehumanize  our  enemies  before  we  kill 
them.  Do  you  remember  our  World  War 
II  jargon  of  “huns”  and  “japs,”  in 
Vietnam  we  talked  of  body  counts,  not 
sons  and  brothers  or  little  children  with 
names,  but  bodies  to  insulate  ourselves 
from  pain.  To  be  a  peacemaker  may  well 
be  to  understand  the  love  of  God 
translated  into  love  of  neighbor,  a 
neighbor  who  may  be  your  enemy. 

That  personal  commitment  to  be  a 
peacemaker  may  begin,  not  in  the 
important  area  of  political  action. 
Without  deep  roots  we  grow  easily 
discouraged  and  tend  to  dehumanize 
political  opponents  even  as  we  judge 
them  for  their  callousness.  That  personal 
commitment  to  be  a  peacemaker  may 
begin  not  even  in  the  councils  of  the 
church,  its  great  conferences,  passing 
resolutions  or  in  classes  earnestly 
seeking  answers.  That  personal 
commitment  may  begin  in  something  as 
simply  profound  as  prayer,  a  prayer  of 
confession  acknowledging  that  we  are  a 
part  of  the  problem;  a  prayer  of 
commitment,  offering  whatever  days 
and  energies  and  gifts  we  have  in  the 
cause  of  peace,  offering  our  heart  to  be 
purified  of  fears  and  pride  answering  his 
summons  to  take  up  a  cross. 

“I  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witness 
against  you  this  day,  that  I  have  set 
before  you  life  and  death,  blessing  and 
curse;  therefore,  choose  life  that  you  and 
your  descendants  may  live,  loving  the 
Lord  your  God,  obeying  his  voice,  and 
cleaving  to  him.”  (Deut.  39:19-20) 
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By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKET 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lessons:  Psalm  103; 
Ephesians  1:3-10 

Last  week  we  began  a  unit  which  deals 
with  God’s  relating  to  us,  His  people. 
Today  we  consider  how  He  relates 
through  His  divine  and  steadfast  love. 

Love  is  a  basic  element  of  life.  If  we 
experience  it,  our  lives  are  full  and 
responsive.  If  it  is  missing  in  our  life 
experience,  then  we  are  less  than  whole 
persons.  The  song  from  the  musical  play 
“Oliver”  illustrates  the  intense  yearning 
we  all  have  for  the  love  that  manifests 
itself  in  so  many  ways;  it  asks  the 
poignant  question,  “Where  is  love” 

Obviously,  most  of  us  have  family 
and/or  close  friends.  We  have  some 
relationships  with  people  who  want  to 
love  and  be  loved  as  much  as  we.  Most  of 
us  know  where  love  is  and  what  it  is.  But 
to  the  little  orphan  Oliver,  as  to  the  lonely 
shepherd  of  the  psalmist’s  time,  love 
could  be  an  unknown  quantity.  Yet,  there 
is  always  that  yearning. 

The  psalmist  who  wrote  Psalm  103 
deals  not  with  a  community  experience 
but  with  his  own  personal  relationship 
with  God.  To  him,  God  is  very  real  and 
very  individually  his  God.  He  reflects  on 
the  blessings  which  are  his  because  of 
God’s  gracious  love.  He  tells  himself  to 
bless  the  Lord,  to  praise  His  holy  name 
and  to  offer  thanksgiving  with  his  entire 
being. 

This  psalmist  personalizes  his  song  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving.  He  recalls  all  of 
the  countless  times  God  has  blessed  him, 
all  of  the  benefits  that  are  his.  He  lists 
some  of  those  benefits  that  are 
personally  his.  He  blesses  God  because 
God  does  forgive,  heals,  redeems.  He 
knows  God  personally  and  knows  beyond 
doubt  that  God’s’  love  is  sure  and  abiding, 
constant  and  unrestrained.  He  knows 
that  in  God’s  love  he  can  find  joy  and 
fulfillment  all  the  days  of  his  life.  In  the 
Lord’s  strength,  he  can  soar  like  an 
eagle. 

He  also  thanks  God  for  the  blessings 


With  the  death  of  our  beloved  Bishop, 
some  are  saying  wa  (the  Louisiana 
Conference)  are  a  ship  without  a  rudder. 
They  say  it  will  probably  mean  an  eleven 
month  period  of  inaction  until  the  new 
bishop  is  assigned  by  the  SC  Jurisdiction 
at  Lubbock  next  July  (he  will  assume  his 
duties  September  1, 1984) . 

I  don’t  agree  with  this  pessimism  at 
all.  First,  let  me  acknowledge  that  we 
are  all  working  through  our  grief  in  the 
loss  of  Bishop  Shamblin.  It  is  not  easy  — 
it  never  is.  We  do  miss  his  leadership. 
But  the  very  spirit  of  Ken  Shamblin 
would  never  agree  to  a  year  of  marking 
time. 

But  my  contention  is  that  the  system  — 
United  Methodist  discipline-based 
connectionalism  —  will  indeed  carry  us 
through.  First  of  all,  we  will  have 
episcopal  leadership.  The  Council  of 
Bishops  will  assign  an  interim  bishop  to 
Louisiana  for  the  coming  eight  months, 
until  the  new  one  is  assigned  in  Lubbock. 
The  interim  bishop  will  be  either  retired 
or  presently  serving  another  area  to 
which  Louisiana  would  be  added.  He 
( there  are  no  “she’s”  in  our  Jurisdiction) 
will  meet  with  the  Cabinet,  handle 
episcopal  dedications  and  consecrations, 
and  some  of  the  other  duties  of  an 
episcopal  leader.  However,  he  will  not  be 
here  full-time,  and  so  other  facets  of  our 
system  will  fill  the  gaps  and  function  as 
usual.  I  mean,  first,  the  Cabinet.  Dean 
Jack  Cooke  and  the  other  eight  superin¬ 
tendents  must  now  expand  their  roles  of 
Overseer  and  Shepherd  to  the  ministers 
and  churches  of  the  Conference. 


God  has  given  his  people,  for  God  s 
patience  in  dealing  with  His  sinful 
children.  He  sees  this  divine  love  as 
being  steadfast,  enduring,  eternal  for 
those  who  fear  Him  (here,  the  ‘‘fear  of 
the  Lord”  refers  to  those  persons  who 
love  God  —  more  of  an  adoring  respect 
than  a  suspicious  anxiety) . 

Paul,  in  writing  to  the  Christians  at 
Ephesus,  states  that  God  does  love  His 
children  —  God  loves  us.  And  in  that  love 
he  gives  us  our  divine  destiny,  which  is  to 
find  our  fulfillment  in  His  will  as  His 
obedient  children.  Since  we  are  called  to 
praise  and  honor  Him,  we  become 
fulfilled  as  we  receive  the  gift  of 
salvation  through  Christ.  Through  Him 
and  through  His  love,  we  are  redeemed, 
forgiven,  and  given  the  abundant  life  we 
all  seek.  We  make  the  exciting  discovery 
of  purpose  and  meaning  for  our 
individual  lives  and  for  the  whole  of 
creation.  “For  he  has  made  known  to  us 
in  all  wisdom  and  insight  the  mystery  of 
his  will,  according  to  his  purpose  as  set 
forth  in  Christ  as  a  plan  for  the  fullness  of 
time,  to  unite  all  things  in  him,  things  in 
heaven  and  things  on  earth”  (verses  9 
and  10).  The  “mystery”  is  made  known 
to  us  which  is  God’s  ultimate  purpose, 
His  goal,  i.e.,  to  unite  all  things  in 
Himself  and  to  bring  all  into  harmony 
and  focus  in  and  through  Christ  Jesus. 

God  is  love;  God  is  omnipotent. 
Therefore,  love  is  the  most  powerful 
force  in  all  of  creation.  Love  is  the  only 
force  that  never  pushes,  never  forces, 
never  coerces  but  unites  by  patiently 
drawing  together  even  divergent 
interests  and  characteristics.  Love  is  the 
only  thing  that  can  unite  two  elements 
without  destroying  either.  The  television 
commercial  which  says,  “one  and  one 
are  more  than  two”  is  most  accurate 
when  applied  to  God’s  love.  Love 
reveals  ,  love  forgives;  love  saves. 

Where  is  love?  Love  is  all  around  us  for 
it  is  the  basis  of  the  universe.  It  is  of  God. 
God  cares  because  He  loves.  He  sends 
His  Son  because  He  loves.  But  love  is  a 
gift,  and  no  gift  is  ever  complete  until  it  is 
received  and  accepted. 

How  do  you  respond  to  love? 


Secondly,  the  program  of  the 
Conference  will  continue  as  planned  and 
the  witness  and  ministry  of  Christ  will  be 
carried  out  through  the  Conference 
Council,  DCOMs,  Boards  and  agencies  of 
the  church.  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  will 
continue  to  direct  the  program  of  the 
Annual  Conference  and  those  of  us  on  the 
staff  know  that  we,  too,  have  gaps  to  fill. 

Thirdly,  the  fiscal  program  will  also 
proceed  without  a  hitch.  The  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and 
Treasurer-Business  Manager,  Jimmie 
Caraway,  continue  to  handle  the  funds 
and  direct  the  stewardship  of  the 
Conference. 

Beyond  these,  however,  each  pastor 
and  lay  person  of  the  Conference  must 
also  sense  the  dynamics  of  the  present 
time.  It  is  a  unique  opportunity  to 
provide  local  leadership  with  a 
commitment  to  the  Kingdom  goals 
Bishop  Shamblin  espoused. 

Yes,  we’re  going  to  make  it  all  right. 
The  “system”  will  work.  But  we  —  the 
United  Methodists  of  Louisiana  are  tty: 
system ! 

— E.F. 

Birth 

Announcement 

Travis  Daniel  Howe,  son  of  Rev. 
Thomas  L.  and  Diane  Howe  was  born 
October  23,  1983  at  11:18  a.m.  Baby 
Travis,  first  child  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Howe,  weighed  7  lbs  8  oz.  and  was  20‘£ 
inches  long.  Congratulations! 
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Christians  should  express  strong 
opposition  to  ‘phone  sex’  operations 


IT*  A  $«AM£ 
MOW  1ITTI£ 
SOME  COUPLES 
COMMUNICATE 


Services  which  sell  obscene  telephone 
calls  apparently  are  thriving  all  across 
the  U.S.  This  is  the  conclusion  of  recent 
news  reports  on  “phone  sex”  operations 
which  charge  customers  for  the 
opportunity  to  engage  in  lewd 
conversations  with  another  person,  or  to 
listen  to  recorded  messages  of  a  sexually 
explicit  nature. 

In  the  first  type  of  service,  customers 
are  billed  $20  or  more  to  their  credit  card 
for  approximately  20  minutes  of  sexually 
titillating  conversation.  One  woman  who 
talks  with  customers  about  their  sexual 
fantasies  was  quoted  as  claiming  that 
she  provides  an  important  service.  Her 
clients  "can  say  anything  they  want  to 
me."  she  explained,  “and  I  respond  by 
telling  them  ‘that's  wonderful,  that’s 
terrific.’  I  never  disagree  with  them.” 
She  added:  “I’m  a  whole  lot  cheaper 
than  a  shrink.” 

Defenders  of  this  type  of  service  point 
out  that  there  are  no  laws  forbidding 
sexually  explicit  telephone  conversation 
between  consenting  adults,  and  that  they 
should  be  viewed  as  a  harmless  way  to 
“have  some  fun.” 

Calls  to  services  which  provide 
recordings  of  simulated  sexual  activity, 
however,  are  not  always  made  by  adults. 
Young  people  can  listen  to  the  recordings 
simply  by  dialing  numbers  found  in 
many  sex-oriented  magazines.  There 
have  been  numerous  reports  of 
youngsters  placing  dozens  —  even 
hundreds  —  of  calls  at  about  50  cents 
each,  without  their  parents’  knowledge 
until  the  monthly  phone  bill  arrives. 

We  regard  both  “live”  and  recorded 
“phone  sex"  operations  as  a  blatant 
affront  both  to  Christian  principles  and  to 
generally  accepted  standards  of  decency 
in  our  society.  We  consider  it  ludicrous  to 
suggest  that  anyone  but  their  owners 
benefit  from  the  therapy  or  entertain¬ 
ment  provided  by  such  services. 

Like  all  other  forms  of  sexual 
exploitation,  “phone  sex”  contradicts  the 
Christian  view  of  sexuality  as  a  gift  of 
God  which  can  never  be  exploited  for' 
commercial  gain  or  otherwise  degraded 


without  dire  social  and  personal 
consequences. 

Young  people  are  especially 
susceptible  to  having  their  attitude 
toward  sexual  iqtimacy  tragically 
distorted  by  such  intense  exposure  to 
depersonalized,  unrealistic  long-distance 
sex.  It  is  no  more  healthy  —  physically, 
or  emotionally  —  to  satisfy  one’s  sexual 
fantasies  by  verbal  prostitution  than  in  a 
traditional  house  of  ill  repute.  In  some 
ways  “phone  sex”  prostitution  may  be 
worse  than  the  real  thing  because  it 
provides  the  caller  no  tangible  basis  for 
separating  fantasy  and  reality. 

Likewise  disturbing  are  reports  by 
some-  law  enforcement  officials  that 
many  of  the  “phone  sex”  operations  are 
controlled  by  organized  crime.  And 
persons  who  charge  such  “services"  to 
a  credit  card  also  face  the  risk  of  sub¬ 
sequent  unauthorized  use  of  their  credit 
card  number  by  unscrupulous  busi¬ 
nesses. 

We  as  Christians  should  not  hesitate  to 
express  in  the  strongest  possible  terms 
our  opposition  to  the  continued 
unrestricted  operation  of  “phone-sex” 
services.  Nor  should  we  be  intimidated 
by  suggestions  that  we  are  attempting  to 
restrict  free  speech.  We  have  been  —  and 
remain  —  opposed  to  any  infringement 
on  constitutional  guarantees  of  free 
expression.  But  we  consider  morally  and 
socially  illicit  “phone  sex"  to  warrant 
that  protection  no  more  than  do  legalized 
prostitution,  narcotics  sales  and  use,  or 
yelling  “fire"  in  a  crowded  auditorium. 

The  Federal  Communications 
Commission  has,  as  yet,  set  no  policy 
regarding  "phone-sex”  operations.  The 
FCC  has  launched  an  inquiry  which  is 
now  in  its  “public  comment"  stage.  We 
believe  that  we  Christians  who  are 
concerned  about  the  good  of  our  society 
should  express  our  views  on  this  issue  to 
our  congressional  representatives 
and/or  write  directly  to  Mr.  Gary 
Epstein,  Chief  of  the  Common  Carrier 
Bureau,  Federal  Communications 
Commission,  1919  “M”  Street  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20054. 
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By  VERNON  SCHMID 

It  came  as  a  surprise.  The  board  of 
directors  of  my  ministry,  without  my 
solicitation,  voted  unanimously  to  affirm 
my  right  as  a  United  Methodist  Christian 
to  commit  civil  disobedience  in  protest  of 
the  nuclear  arms  race.  They  further 
rejected  my  proposal  that  if  I  must  serve 
a  jail  sentence,  it  would  be  considered  as 
vacation  time.  “No,"  they  said.  “Such 
time  will  be  a  legitimate  extension  of 
your  ministry." 

The  other  reactions  were  no  surprise. 
After  all,  I  had  broken  the  law  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by 
refusing  to  leave  the  grounds  of  General 
Electric’s  Space  Center  and  had  insisted 
on  completing  my  celebration  of  Holy 
Communion,  serving  the  elements  to  the 
participants,  and  praying  aloud  for 
peace  and  life  in  the  face  of  demonic 
death. 

Charged  with  criminal  conspiracy  and 
criminal  trespass,  I  had  been  selected  as 
one  of  five  persons,  out  of  the  45  arrested, 
to  be  tried  as  an  example,  as  a 
“ringleader.”  Clergy  and  laity  alike 
were  tom  by  the  action.  Some  affirmed. 
Many  remained  noncommital.  A  few 
were  courageous  enough  to  react  out  of 


My  Witness 

One  search  for  God’s  truth 


New  missions  head  deserves  chance 
to  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  results 


United  Methodism's  overseas  mission 
efforts  entered  a  new  era  last  week  with 
the  election  of  Peggy  Billings  to  head  the 
World  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Ms.  Billings’  nomination  produced 
intense  criticism  in  some  parts  of  the 
church  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14).  Some 
questioned  her  qualifications  for  the 
church’s  top  international  mission  post 
based  on  her  work  in  the  board’s 
Women’s  Division  for  the  past  20  years. 
Some  felt  her  image  as  an  activist  on  a 
wide  variety  of  social  issues  would  make 
it  difficult  —  if  not  impossible  —  for  her 
to  relate  positively  to  all  segments  of  the 
church.  Others  defended  Ms.  Billings’ 
nomination  precisely  because  of  her 
work  as  a  Women’s  Division  executive 
and,  prior  to  that,  as  a  missionary  for  10 
years  to  Korea. 

We  are  not  inclined  to  question  the 
motives  of  either  Ms.  Billings’  detractors 
or  supporters.  Those  who  nominated  and 
elected  her  clearly  felt  she  was  the  most 
qualified  person  available  to  fill  this 
important  post.  Those  who  opposed  her 
nomination  were  acting  on  the  conviction 
that  the  mission  agency  needed  a 
different  type  of  leadership. 

In  a  brief  interview  with  the  Reporter 
last  week  following  her  election,  Ms. 
Billings  spoke  in  conciliatory  terms.  She 
pledged  an  open-door  policy  to  persons  of 
all  persuasions  within  the  church.  She 
expressed  hope  that  her  leadership 
would  not  be  prejudged,  but  rather 
would  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  the 


results  it  produces. 

We  consider  that  an  altogether 
reasonable  request.  In  the  political 
arena,  following  a  struggle  between 
competing  forces,  there  is  almost  always 
an  effort  among  those  who  do  and 'do  not 
prevail  to  join  forces  and  work  together 
to  achieve  a  common  purpose. 

We  in  the  household  of  faith  should  do 
at  least  as  well.  Differences  in  outlook 
and  approach  should  not  be  glossed  over. 
But  neither  should  stereotypes  based  on 
past  experience  cause  us  to  prejudge  our 
differences  to  be  insurmountable.  Ms. 
Billings,  like  any  other  leader  elected 
through  a  democratic  process,  deserves 
the  opportunity  to  demonstrate  her 
commitment  to  serve  the  whole  church, 
and  to  have  her  leadership  evaluated 
against  the  fruits  of  her  labor. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  MARY  W.  GEE 

“Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto 
God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  Word  of 
truth’  ’  ( II  Timothy  2:15). 

This  advice  to  young  Timothy  is  as 
timely  today  as  when  it  was  written.  I’d 
like  to  give  a  testimony  of  what  this  has 
meant  in  my  life. 

First,  I  have  an  insatiable  thirst  for 
knowledge,  and  I’m  glad.  Though  I  do 
have  a  desire  to  increase  my  knowledge, 
as  I  mature  in  the  faith  I  realize  that  just 
knowing  or  studying  the  Word  of  God  is 
not  all  God  requires  of  me.  In  Proverbs  4:7 
I  read,  “Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing; 
but  with  wisdom  getunderstandijng.”  _ 

Oh!  In  my  search  for  knowledge  I  re¬ 
alize  I  must  also  have  understanding.  It 
is  not  enough  for  me  to  read  ;  I  must  under¬ 
stand  the  meaning  the  Holy  Scriptures 
have  for  me.  In  James  1:22  I  read,  "Be 
ye  doers  of  the  Word,  and  not  hearers 
only."  Now,  if  I  am  truly  seeking  to  know 
more  about  God,  I  realize  Christianity 
is  a  great  deal  more  than  just  having  it 
in  my  mind,  I  must  study  it;  understand 
its  meaning  for  me,  and  become  a  doer 
—  not  only  a  hearer  —  but  a  doer. 

Christianity  must  encompass  my 
whole  being.  I  am  not  going  down  the 
pathway  qf  life  blindly,  nor  am  I  on  a 
centrifuge  going  round  and  round  and 
never  really  attaining  my  goals. 

In  I  John  2:20  I  read,  “But  ye  have  an 
unction  with  the  Holy  One  and  ye  know.” 
This  I  understand  to  mean  that  as  I  pray 
for  guidance,  the  Holy  Spirit  will  teach 
me  all  I  really  desire  to  know.  Isn’t  this 
wonderful?  I  don’t  even  have  to  look 
outside  my  own  life  to  find  a  teacher.  The 


Holy  Spirit  certainly  knows  God’s  will  for 
my  life  and  is  never  too  busy  to  teach  me. 

In  our  journey  through  life  each 
individual  has  times  of  depression, 
despair,  feelings  of  rejection  and  that 
“nobody  cares.”  But  Jesus  does.  In  II 
Corinthians  4:7-18  I  read,  “We  are 
troubled,  yet  not  distressed;  perplexed 
but  not  in  despair,  persecuted  but  not 
forsaken;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed." 
Why?  Because  of  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus, 
He  uses  each  of  His  children  as  earthen 
vessels  to  glorify  Him.  And  our  affliction 
which  is  but  for  a  moment,  works  for  us  a 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory. 

Now,  these  are  powerful  words  and  it’s 
great  to  know  that  when  I  have  trouble, 
God  gives  me  grace.  But  there’s  more.  In 
Romans  5:1-5  I  find  the  results  of 
justification.  I  am  justified  by  faith  and 
have  peace  with  God.  I  can  glory  in 
tribulations  also,  knowing  that 
tribulations  bring  patience,  and 
patience,  experience,  and  experience, 
hope. 

And  hope  makes  me  not  ashamed 
because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in 
my  heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  is 
given  to  me. 

This  is  why  I  always  want  to  study  to 
show  myself  “approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  divining  the  Word  of 
Truth." 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Mary  W.  Gee. 
is  a  member  of  the  Port  Barre  UMC  in 
Opelousas.  La. 


their  pseudo-patriotic  complicity  with 
the  very  demon  I  had  confronted. 

Not  an  easy  decision 

“Improper  representative  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  at  the  University  of 
Delaware,"  is  a  phrase  I’ve  heard  often. 
Other  statements  have  noted  that  “an 
activist  will  not  attract  as  many  students 
to  the  ministry  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
as  someone  who  concentrates  on 
developing  a  warm  and  caring 
fellowship.”  Both  comments  are,  of 
course,  absurd  in  the.  face  of  the  real 
question:  Is  civil  disobedience  an 
appropriate  response  for  a  Christian  to 
make  in  the  face  of  mounting  nuclear 
possibilities  for  dis-creation. 

It  took  several  years  for  me  to  reach  a 
point  in  my  own  spiritual  journey  where  I 
could  finally  know  for  myself  that  I  had 
no  other  recourse  but  to  stand  with  the 
historic  biblical  tradition  of  protest,  to 
point  at  the  evil  and  name  it,  and  to 
refuse  to  be  co-opted  by  its  demonic 
enterprise.  It  was  not  an  easy  decision, 
nor  was  it  an  easy  action  to  undertake. 

I  knew  all  the  facts.  General  Electric  is 
among  the  top  five  corporations  in  the 
United  States  which  are  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  instruments  of  death  for 
the  Pentagon.  The  space  center  at  King 
of  Prussia  is  designing  and  building  the 
Defense  Satellite  Communication 
System  III  which  is  designed  to  provide 
the  United  States  with  the  capability  of  a 
prolonged  nuclear  exchange  which 
could,  according  to  G.E.  publicity, 
survive  for  six  months  and  be  operated 
even  if  the  Commander-in  Chief  were 
knocked  out  of  the  war  game. 

It  was  not  these  facts,  however,  that 
led  me  to  join  with  others  in  planning  and 
engaging  in  an  act  of  civil  disobedience 
at  the  G.  E.  plant.  It  was  my  reaching  a 
point  when  I  could  no  longer  pretend  to 
be  a  pastor  while  not  really  taking  any. 
action  on  behalf  of  the  people  I  care  for  in 
my  charge. 

More  than  political  act 

It  seemed  to  me  that,  as  a  colleague  so 
aptly  put  it,  “To  grant  the  bomb  a  right  to 
exist  and  to  respect  the  guise  of  legality 
and  the  institutions  of  punishment  which 
protect  its  existence,  is  to  forsake  our 
humanity.”  I  would  add,  as  well,  it  is  to 
forsake  our  God.  Henry  David  Thoreau’s 
understanding  of  civil  disobedience  as 
more  than  a  political  act  fits  with  what 
the  biblical  story  reveals  to  me.  Civil 
disobedience  to  evil  may  be  a  moral  and 
human  duty. 

Adverse  reaction  to  religiously-based 
civil  disobedience  startles  me  still.  For 
most  of  us  who  engage  in  the  resistance 
movement  against  the  nuclear  arms 
race,  it  is  clearly  defined  in  the  Bible  that 
no  nation  can  be  seen  as  totally 
benevolent  and  beyond  criticism  unless 
one  wishes  to  engage  in  idolatry.  It  is  also 
clear  to  us  that  whenever  military  power 
and  murderous  force,  rather  than  justice 
and  righteousness  become  the  source  of 
our  security  then  we  have  taken  idolatry 


Board’s  proposals  defy  comprehension 
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To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  reporting  the  recent 
actions  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21). 

Some  of  the  proposed  changes  for  the 
Book  of  Discipline  are  beyond 
comprehension  and  contrary  to  Holy 
Scripture.  The  church  may  try,  but  it 
cannot  be  all  things  to  all  people.  Former 
lesbians  and  homosexuals  testify  to  a 
reversal  of  life-style  with  the  aid  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  There  are  sufficient 
opportunities  for  homosexuals  in  secular 
society  —  but  work  in  our  churches  and 
schools,  never.  If  our  church  condones 
homosexuality,  how  long  would  it  be 
before  adultery  and  other  forms  of 
promiscuous  living  become  acceptable? 
Spend  money  to  promote  dialogue  with 
these  groups?  Never. 

I  pray  we  will  always  accept  persons 
regardless  of  their  type  of  sin,  but  never 
condone  their  actions.  We  are  all  sinners 
who  may  be  saved  by  grace. 

Church  and  Society  would  also  prohibit 
a  military  draft  in  time  of  war. 
Conscription  is  the  fair  way  to  recruit 
sufficient  personnel  for  defense  of  our 
country.  I  support  the  peace  movement 
and  nuclear  freeze,  but  at  the  same  time, 
believe  in  registration.  Conscientious 
objectors  are  generally  excused,  but  may 
be  required  to  perform  noncombat  duty. 
If  a  student  disobeys  the  law,  how  can  he 
expect  to  be  rewarded  for  doing  so?” 

Surely  our  General  Conference  will  not 
accept  these  proposals.  This  trend  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  one  of  the 
major  reasons  for  the  decline  in  UMC 
membership.  I  love  my  church,  but  if  it 
leaves  me,  what  shall  I  do?  Join  the 
Moral  Majority? 

W.  K.  Seaman 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee 

Coin  mission  on  sialiisaml 
n»l<*  of  men  said  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

After  studying  your  survey  on  women’s 
involvement  in  the  local  church  (UMR, 
Sept.  30).  I  couldn’t  believe  what  I  was 
reading  in  the  accompanying  article 
headlined  “Local  church  leadership 
survey  finds  women  outnumber  men  in 
many  administrative  posts." 

Your  survey  indicates  that  of  19  areas 
in  the  local  church,  women  have  a  greater 
percentage  of  involvement  in  16.  May  I 
suggest  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  does  not  need  a  Commission  on 


the  Status  and  Role  of  Women.  We  need  a 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Men !  Alice  Crosier 

Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 

Call  for  alternate  mission 
unit  underscored  by  election 

To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  Gerald  H.  Anderson’s  call  for'an 
alternate  missionary  society  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  clearly 
underscored  by  the  election  of  Peggy 
Billings  to  be  the  world  missions  chief 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  14  and  Oct.  28).  Ms. 
Billings’  total  emphasis  on  human  rights 
through  “liberation  theology”  could 
eventually  still  any  call  for  missionaries 
to  preach  the  gospel  to  unsaved  people. 

Irvine  L.  Coleman 

Erie,  Pennsylvania 
Real  missions  issue: 
who  gets  to  decide? 

To  the  Editor: 

Can  you  picture  a  missionary  sent  out 
by  a  fundamentalist  church  handing  a 
starving  person  a  Bible  and  a  sermon 
rather  than  a  meal?  (see  UMR  Oct.  14) 
Or  a  Women’s  Division  “missioner”  who 
wouldn’t  hold  a  worship  service  at  the 
first  opportunity?  Of  course  not. 
Everyone  is  seeking  to  feed  both  the 
stomach  and  the  soul.  However,  the  real 
issue  in  our  church  is  who  gets  to  decide 
how. 

The  sticky  issue  looks  like  the  ugly  face 
of  sexism.  It’s  too  bad  we  don’t  recognize 
the  gifts  of  everyone  —  and  the  gift  of 
insight  particularly.  Women  understand 
the  needs  of  children  and  women  and  the 
anguish  of  the  powerless  from  their  own 
experiences.  There  are  many  Mother 
Theresas  in  mission  who  are  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Would 
anyone  really  recall  Sister  Theresa  and 
send  her  for  theological  training?  She’d 
be  headed  for  trouble  in  our  denomination 
for  her  methods  of  serving  God  if  we  are 
to  believe  the  Good  News  people  or  the 
liberals  who  agree  she’s  only  putting  on 
band  aids. 

I  believe  that  all  of  us  would  profit 
from  listening  to  each  other  and  working 
together  to  try  anything  that  would 
alleviate  the  misery  of  our  world.  Of 
course,  we  hope  to  bring  the  Good  News 
of  Christ  to  all  the  world,  but  perhaps 
that  might  happen  through  an 
ecumenical  effort  or  by  feeding  the 
hungry  or  providing  medical  assistance 


in  lands  that  prohibit  our  missionaries. 

Both  “liberals”  and  “evangelicals” 
seek  rigid  adherence  to  their  prejudices. 
Perhaps  the  rest  of  us  can  ignore  their 
blackmail  threats  and  go  on  about  the 
business  of  being  in  mission  in  any  way 
that  works  honorably.  Mr.  Nugent 
sounds  like  a  man  who  has  a  handle  on 
the  situation  (see  UMR,  October  7).  I 
think  we  can  trust  that  he  will  lead  his 
team  with  a  lot  of  wisdom.  Perhaps  we 
are  fortunate  to  have  such  diverse  people 
who  will  surely  deliberate  from  every 
angle.  I  would  be  ashamed  if  the  ugly  face 
of  racism  is  also  involved  in  the  public 
name  calling,  regarding  recent  leader¬ 
ship  nominations  (see  UMR  Oct.  14). 

Moderates,  shall  we  call  a  halt  to  all  of 
the  nasty  wrangling  by  requiring  an  open 
forum  for  all  with  no  shameful  threats  of 
boycotting? 

It’s  not  true  that  no  one’s  had  a  fair 
voice  in  our  policies.  What  is  true  is  that 
there  are  people  who  never  accept  the 
will  of  the  majority.  Such  people  use  any 
tactic  to  manipulate  until  they  get 
control  if  we  allow  it. 

The  time  has  come  to  face  the  fact  that 
many  clergy  resent  lay  power  and  even 
more  can’t  handle  “women  power.”  We 
can  survive  all  this  by  going  back  to 
separation  of  the  Women’s  Division  from 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  or  we 
can  join  Christ  in  his  acceptance  of 
women  as  partners  in  Christianity. 

One  thing  is  for  sure;  we’ll  all  die  and 
God  will  get  along  without  us  one  day. 
Wouldn’t  it  be  shame  if  our  Creator  looks 
upon  us  as  silly  roadblocks  to  what  ought 
to  be?  I’m  thoroughly  ashamed  of  all  of 
us  who  are  wasting  time  in  power  plays. 
We  have  no  time  to  spare. 

Jo  Daugherty 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

Sad  weekend 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  sad  weekend  for  traditional 
conservative  United  Methodists  —  the 
few  of  us  who  are  left.  First  we  hear  that 
Peggy  Billings,  who  does  not  speak  for 
us,  was  chosen  to  lead  the  World  Division 
of  our  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (See 
UMR,  Oct.  14). 

Then  we  hear  on  the  same  day  that  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ  who  died  on  the  cross 
was  not  a  man  after  all,  but  a  “child”  and 
the  parent  to  whom  the  “child”  prayed 
was  not  our  Father  and  Lord,  but  Mother 
and  Ruler  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21). 


How  far  are  we  going  to  be  pushed 
before  we  are  so  alienated  that  we  can’t 
worship  as  United  Methodists  any 
longer? 

Doesn’t  the  quiet  grass-roots  lay¬ 
person  have  a  voice  anymorfe? 
Apparently  not.  SaUieMeier 

West  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Haliiitii  for  H  umanilv 
editorials  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

As  Executive  Director  for  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your 
recent  editorials  about  our  efforts  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  7).  You  have  captured  the 
very  essence  of  what  we  are  seeking  to  do 
and  I  am  grateful  to  you  beyond  words  to 
express  for  exposing  these  ideas  to  a 
larger  audience  through  your  fine 
newspaper.  Millard  Fuller 

Americus,  Georgia 


Vernon  Schmid 
one  step  further.  As  a  person  who  traces 
his  traditional  religious  roots  back 
through  Wesley  and  his  rebellious  lot  to 
the  early  church  and  its  solid  stand 
against  national  and  military  idolatry,  to 
the  biblical  period  of  the  disciples  and 
their  imprisonment,  torture  and  murder 
in  the  cause  of  justice  and  righteousness, 
and  finally  to  the  prophets  and  through 
them  to  the  creative  God  who  seeks  a  full 
and  meaningful  existence  for  His 
creatures:  I  see  no  other  responsible 
recourse  for  Christians  but  to  be  “nay¬ 
sayers"  to  the  powers  and  principalities 
who  would  devour  all  creation  with  their 
evil. 

Arms  race  a  moral  dilemma 

The  immorality  and  illegality  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race  (see  the  Nuremberg 
Principles  and  the  charter  of  the  United 
Nations)  is  not  just  another  legal  battle. 
It  is  a  moral  dilemma  in  which  all  of 
humanity  is  caught  up.  Those  of  us  who 
happen,  by  chance,  to  be  citizens  of  a 
nation-state  that  is  the  perpetrator  of 
much  of  the  rhetoric  and  activity  which 
has  fed  the  arms  race  need  to  be  about 
the  business  of  being  faithful. 

We  need  to  re-read  the  carefully 
thought  out  position  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  stating  that  —  all  war 
is  incompatible  with  the  message  and 
mission  of  Jesus  Christ  and  that 
“production,  possession,  or  use  of 
nuclear  weapons  be  condemned.”  We 
need  to  see  again  that  as  a  denomination, 
we  are  a  peace  church  simply  because 
we  dare  to  make  that  statement.  We 
need,  as  well,  to  stand  firmly  before  the 
world  and  God  to  deny  the  warmakers 
the  right  to  destroy  themselves  and  the 
world  God  has  created.  Such  action  is 
madness.  To  be  an  accomplice  either 
through  our  silence  or  our  stated 
approval  is  to  deny  more  than  our  United 
Methodist  heritage.  It  is  to  deny  God. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  The  Rev.  Vernon  Schmid,  is 
Director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the 
University  of  Delaware  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076.  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 

Welcome  to  new  readers  “ 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  800  member- 
families  of  the  St.  Phillips  UMC  in  Round 
Rock,  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference),  360  member-families  of 
First  UMC  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
(Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference), 
150  member-families  of  the  Foothills 
UMC  in  Shingle  Springs,  California 
(California-Nevada  Annual  Conference), 
and  400  member-families  of  the 
Westminster  UMC  in  Westminster, 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
church  news  with  annual  conference  and 
general  religious  news  and  opinion,  and 
mailing  it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Round  Rock, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Shingle  Springs  and 
Westminster  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


A  Treasure  Today. . . 


An  Heirloom  Tomorrow 

apture  the  spirit  of  the  season  with  an  heirloom-quality 
WEATHERWOOD®  creche  that  will  become  a  treasured 
part  of  your  family's  Christmas  memories  for  generations. 
Nineteen  delicately  hand-painted  5'A-inch  molded  figures 
by  Fontanini.  imported  from  Italy,  portray  the  Nativity  in  lifelike  detail. 
Handcrafted  with  wood  from  old  weathered  heartland  barns  and  prairie 
hedgerows,  each  dramatically  lighted 
stable  is  an  individually  signed, 
numbered  and  dated  work  of  art. 

Numbers  assigned  as  orders  received. 

Make  this  a  special  Christmas.  Order 
today  from  — 


$  WEATHERWOOD  f 

104  West  Lake  Drive 
1983  ww  3K  Salina,  Kansas  67401 


Please  send  me 

The  complete  creche 

1  Kansas  residents  add 

$200  00 

4  <14  sales  tax 

Stable  only.  $125  00 

□  My  check  is  enclosed 

Figures  only  $85  00 

Rush  my  order  COD 

Shipping  paid  In  continental  U  S 

Name 

City 

State  7ip 

Look  tor  the  WEATHERWOOD’  Stable  in  the  Boehm  ad  in 
the  Nov  '83  Smithsonian  or  write  us  tor  a  reprinted  copy 
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Grenada  invasion  denounced  by  religious  leaders 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Oct.  25  military 
invasion  of  Grenada  by  the  United  States  and 
six  Caribbean  states  has  been  deplored  by  Pope 
John  Paul  II  and  church  groups  including  the 
National  and  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Also  denouncing  the  invasion  were  the 
Caribbean  Conference  of  Churches,  which 
includes  both  Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches;  United  Church  of  Christ  President 
Avery  D.  Post;  and  a  coalition  of  some  40 
organizations  at  a  press  conference  here  at  the 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations.  Grenada 
is  a  predominantly  Christian  nation,  about  64 
percent  Catholic  and  22  percent  Anglican. 

Grenada  was  invaded  by  a  multinational 


assault  force  led  by  some  1,900  U.S.  troops  and 
300  soldiers  from  six  Caribbean  nations. 
President  Reagan  said  the  Caribbean  nations 
had  asked  the  United  States  to  help  restore  law 
and  order  and  democratic  institutions  in 
Grenada  and  prevent  the  island  from  falling 
under  Cuban  and  Soviet  domination.  He  said 
the  lives  of  1,000  Americans  in  Grenada  were 
also  a  concern.  Secretary  of  State  George 
Schulz  said  the  island  had  been  thrown  into  an 
“atmosphere  of  violent  uncertainty”  since  the 
overthrow  of  Prime  Minister  Maurice  Bishop 
on  Oct.  12  and  his  execution  a  week  later. 

At  the  Vatican,  Pope  John  Paul  II  told  more 
than  80,000  people  in  St.  Peter’s  Square  that  “a 


John  Haines,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  J.  Harry 
Haines  who  is  the  top  executive  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  is  “still 
unaccounted  for”  on  the  island  of  Grenada  as 
the  Reporter  goes  to  press. 

John,  his  wife  Greer  and  two  sons,  Ray,  7. 
and  Paul,  2.  lived  off  campus  of  the  St.  Georges 


University  Medical  School  on  the  island.  John, 
a  second  year  student  was  nearing  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  his  studies.  Dr.  Haines  told  the  Reporter. 
"We're  just  sitting  it  out,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Haines  was  one  of  55  students  un¬ 
accounted  for  as  of  Oct.  28.  Students  living  on 
campus  have  been  evacuated. 


new  crisis  has  been  produced  with  grave  events 
on  the  island  of  Grenada,”  the  scene  of  a  recent 
coup  d'etat  and  “now  of  a  landing  of  military 
foces,  both  of  which  also  caused  human 
victims.” 

Statements  by  other  church  leaders  and 


groups  expressed  solidarity  with  the  Caribbean 
Conference  of  Churches  in  deploring  the 
invasion  of  Grenada.  The  invasion’s  legality 
under  international  law  was  questioned  by  NCC 
General  Secretary  Claire  Randall,  WCC 
General  Secretary  Philip  Potter,  Dr.  Post,  and 


the  Caribbean  Church  Council  general 
secretary.  Dr  Alan  Kirton 

"We  believe  this  action  consitutes  a 

dangerous  precedent  whereby  an  intervention 
is  justified  by  the  invitation  of  neighboring 
governments,”  Dr.  Randall  said.  “We  urge  the 
propipt  withdrawal  of  U.S.  forces  from 
Grenada.” 

In  the  WCC’s  message  of  protest.  Dr.  Potter, 
who  is  a  native  of  the  Caribbean,  said,  “The 
WCC  affirms  the  right  of  the  people  of  Grenada 
to  establish  a  government  of  their  own  choice, 
free  from  interference  from  any  outside 
powers." 


UMC  should  stay  in  Christian  forums 

‘Unity,  mission ,  se rv i ce  fo reefu l  reasons  for  NCC,  WCC ,  liaison  says 

_ --  .  .  _ _ _ _  .  .  .  ...  .  i  _  _ i; _  _ i: _  —  ii _  finn  .r.  oil  moinr  ociimonical 


By JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  Its  staff  could  meet 
in  a  compact  car,  and  its  budget  of  about 
$500,000  wouldn’t  pay  a  half  year’s  salary 
for  Kareem  Abdul  Jabaar. 

But  United  Methodists  have  entrusted 
one  of  their  broadest  portfolios  to  his 
tiny,  young  (1980)  agency  with  the 
imposing  name  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.  GCCUIC,  its 
unpronouncable  acronym,  is  United 
Methodism’s  highest-level  bureaucratic 
liaison  with  the  rest  of  the  world  of 
religion. 

Its  30-some  directors  and  three  of  fiye 
staff  persons  had  their  final  meeting  of 
the  1981-84  quadrennium  here  Oct.  27-29 
in  a  Catholic  research/ retreat  center. 
And  in  the  face  of  known  controversy 
over  parts  of  its  assignment,  the 
commission  showed  that  it  may  be  small 
but  it  doesn’t  know  the  meaning  of  “duck 
and  run.” 

Asks  UMC  to  stay  in  councils 

These  were  among  commission 
actions : 

•  Despite  steady  and  perhaps  building 
pressure  to  get  United  Methodism  out  of 
both  the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches,  the  commission  recommends 
that  the  1984  General  Conference 
reaffirm  United  Methodists’  continued 
membership  and  participation  in  both. 
Separate  but  similar  resolutions  cite  the 
councils  as  “forums  for  Christians  to 
provide  mutual  nurture  and  to  join  in 
Christian  action  on  behalf  of  unity, 
mission  and  service.” 

•  In  a  broad  ecumenical  sweep 
involving  all  levels  of  the  denomination, 
the  commission  asks  the  General 
Conference  to  “empower,  encourage  and 
enable”  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  to’  invite  official  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  eight  other  member 
churches  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union,  to  their  sessions  and  committees 
with  voice  and  vote." 

This  same  action  would  also  sanction 
inviting  representatives  of  other 
denominations  to  participate  in  the 
laying  on  of  hands  in  United  Methodist 
ordination  ceremonies,  “symbolizing  the 
catholicity  of  our  ministry.” 

Closer  to  home,  United  Methodist  local 
churches  would  be  encouraged  “to  invite 
representatives  from  other  denomina¬ 
tions  to  participate  in  celebrations  such 
as  World  Communion  Sunday,  baptism, 
and  confirmation,  and  in  special  com¬ 
memorative  occasions  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  life.”  All  these  actions  are  in  reso¬ 
lution  entitled  “Mutual  Recognition  of 
Members.” 

•  Under  the  gun  of  a  short  deadline 
(December  1985),  the  commission  asked 
that  the  Council  of  Bishops  prepare 
United  Methodism’s  official  response  to 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’  document 
of  “historic  theological  convergence” 
entitled  “Baptism,  Eucharist  and 
Ministry.”  The  same  resolution  asks  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  “urge  local 
churches  and  other  units  at  every  level  of 
the  denomination  to  explore  the 
incorporation  of  the  theological 
convergence  into  its  worship, 
educational,  ethical  and  spiritual  life  and 
witness ...” 

•  In  a  world  climate  of  terrorism 
attributed  to  various  members,  leaders 
or  sects  of  the  Muslim  faith,  the 


Classified 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY  -  Full 

time  Youth  Director  and  full  time  Music  Director. 
Salaries  negotiable.  Currently  accepting  resumes. 
Contact  Rev.  Alonzo  Davis,  Asburv  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  236.  Maitland,  Florida  32751.  Tele- 
phone  1305  )  644-5222 


PASSION  PLAY  PLUS  AUSTRIA.  Switzerland. 
Italy,  France,  Morrocco.  Leaves  O'Hare,  Chicago. 
June  11.  Hostess:  Marge  Overturf,  Box  476. 
Oconomowoc,  Wisconsin  53066. 


MEDITERRANEAN  CRUISE/HOLY  LANDS  -  de¬ 
parting  LA  and  NYC  July  18,  1984.  Greek 
Islands/Israel.  15 days.  Dr.  Gerald  Kauffman.  420  W 
South  St  .  Carlisle,  PA  17013. 


TOUR  EUROPE.  1984.  OBERAMMERGAU  Play. 
Switzerland,  Germany,  Scandinavia,  leaves  May  23. 
Details,  Rev.  John  Taylor,  12724  Barlin,  Downey.  Ca. 
90242,  (213  )  861-4858. 


1984  PASSION  PLAY  -  PLUS  PORTUGAL.  Spain 
Morocco.  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland.  Personalh 
escorted  by:  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Laux, 
Annapolis.  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Brochure  available. 


VISIT  INDIA  WITH  FORMER  UMC  missionary.  Set- 
historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mission 
stations.  Departures  Oct  83  &  Jan  84.  Full  details 
from  Bob  Nave,  Richfield  UMC,  5835  Lyndale  Av  S. 
Minneapolis,  MN  55419. 


MUSICAL  EVANGELIST  AVAILABLE  I’he  Gos|>el 
Team  of  Sally  &  El  is  available  for  crusades,  rally 
days,  concerts,  etc.  Member  N.A.U.M.E.  Sally  &  El 
Ministries.  P.O  Box  3031  Shiremanstown.  PA  17011. 


ZORBA  COMPUTERS  -  MADE  BY  the  company 
which  builds  the  Space  Shuttle's  computers  -  Dual 
400k  drives  95  key  wordprocessing  keyboard ;  with  55 
programmable  keys  -  Free  softwear  (Wordstar 
MailMerge.  CalcStar.  C-Basic,  etc.)  for  book 
keeping,  mailings,  wordprocessing  —  51420,00  (3% 
church  discount  >  —  call  606  498-0661 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  JUNE  1.  1984  Director  of 

Adminislralion/Treasurer,  Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  United  Methodist  Church.  Lay  or  clergy 
person  with  financial  and  management  skills  may 
address  inquiry  to  SEARCH  COMMITTEE.  Box 
28098.  San  Antonio.  Tx.  78284  before  December  1st 


commission  plunged  deeply  into  a  study 
of  Christian-Muslim  relations,  including 
three  scholarly  lectures  and  a  solemn 
visit  to  a  Muslim  mosque.  This  study 
follows  closely  on  a  similar  study  of 
Christian-Jewish  relations,  and  these 


and  other  studies  continue  on  the 
commission’s  agenda. 

•  Acknowledging  that  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Cooperation  Fund  will  be  under 
attack  because  it  is  the  central  funding 
source  for  United  Methodist  participa- 


6 Baptism ,  eucharist , 
ministry’  document 
gets  scholars’  nods 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  -  Scholars  from 
16  Protestant  and  Catholic  churches 
agreed  at  conference  here  that  a 
1982  document  on  baptism,  the 
eucharist  and  ministry  achieved 
remarkable  Christian  consensus,  but 
left  some  important  matters 
unresolved. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Faith  and  Order  Commission,  which 
developed  the  document  at  a  meeting 
in  Lima,  Peru,  “brought  all  churches 
to  a  moment  of  truth,”  said  William 
Lazareth,  pastor  of  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church,  New  York,  and  a  member  of 
the  commission. 

The  scholars  returned  from  Lima 
“with  a  convergence  no  one  dared 
anticipate,”  he  said.  “The  Lima  text 
is  both  a  challenge  and  an  opportunity 
for  the  church.” 

Yet  he  also  warned:  “Don’t 
measure  Lima  in  terms  of  Trent  or 
Augsburg,  a  reference  to  Reformation 
era  positions  that  divided  Christen¬ 
dom. 

More  than  100  theologians  and  other 
scholars  met  here  (Oct.  12-14)  for  the 
first  major  U.S.  conference  devoted  to 
the  document. 

The  document’s  acceptance  of  other 
views  of  baptism,  said  Bernard 
McGinn,  professor  historical  theology 
at  the  University  of  Chicago  Divinity 
School,  “points  to  a  degree  of  mutual 
acceptance  that  was  unthinkable  a 
generation  ago.” 

However,  Lauree  Hersch  Meyer,  of 


Bethany  Theological  Seminary,  Oak 
Brook,  Ill.,  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  pointed  out  that  the 
document  raised  questions  concern¬ 
ing  baptism  that  also  exist  in  her  own 
church. 

“Adult  baptism  and  believers’ 
baptism,  as  it  is  referred  to  in  the 
Lima  text,  are  not  the  same  because 
believers  often  are  8, 9, 10  years  old. " 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  was  not 
able  to  accept  the  Lima  document  on 
the  matter  of  baptism,  she  added. 

Sister  Carolyn  Osiek,  a  Sacred 
Heart  nun  who  is  professor  of  New 
Testament  and  acting  dean  at 
Catholic  Theological  Union,  pointed  to 
the  greater  space  spent  on  ministry 
than  on  baptism  and  eucharist  in  the 
document. 

“That  suggests  this  is  where  the 
weightiest  problems  are,”  she  said. 

As  long  as  churches  are  “human 
institutions,”  she  said,  “I  don’t  see 
ways  both  models  of  ministry  —  the 
prophetic  model  and  the  sacramental 
model  —  will  be  accepted. 

“Ministry.”  she  concluded,  “needs 
more  attention.” 

"“We  can  agree,”  noted  Ms. 
Herschmeyer,  “on  what  constitutes 
the  center  of  faith,  but  we  are  deeply 
divided  on  how  to  bring  it  to  life.  ” 

Sister  Osiek,  despite  her  criticism 
of  the  document’s  lack  of  total  unity 
on  many  issues,  concluded:  “It’s  a 
basis  for  moving  forward  on  many 
issues.” 


tion  in  all  major  ecumenical  ventures, 
including  the  World  and  National  Coun¬ 
cils  of  Churches,  commission  members 
strategized  on  how  to  keep  that  fund  not 
only  alive  but  stronger  at  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

1988  an  important  date 

In  contrast  with  these  actions  set 
amidst  or  against  various  external 
tensions,  the  commission  exhibited  little 
internal  division.  The  nearest  thing  to  it 
was  a  friendly  discussion,  amicably  and 
affirmatively  resolved,  about  the  need  to 
have  more  laypersons  on  United 
Methodism’s  delegation  to  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union.  The  1988 
General  Conference  is  foreseen  as  the 
crucial  time  when  United  Methodists 
must  vote  whether  to  enter  virtually 
irrevocably  into  the  consultation’s 
process  toward  a  “Church  of  Christ 
Uniting.” 

As  General  Secretary  the  Rev.  Robert 
W.  Huston  expressed  it  in  his  annual 
report,  “The  future  of  Christian  unity 
and  interreligious  concerns  in  the  U.  S.  is 
not  easy  to  define  ...  It  is  still  much 
easier  for  individuals  to  demonstrate  the 
relative  unimportance  of  denominations 
than  it  is  for  denominations  to  alter  their 
structures  with  a  view  to  compatability 
and  covenant  with  other  churches." 

The  best  clue  to  what  makes  it  all 
worthwhile  came  from  two  veteran 
United  Methodist  ecumenists,  the  Rev. 
Vernon  Bigler  of  the  Buffalo  District 
(Western  New  York  conference)  and 
laywoman  Margaret  Sonnenday  of  St. 
Louis  (Missouri  East  conference).  They 
have  poured  their  lives  into  ecumenism, 
they  explained  in  separate  contexts, 
‘because  what  I  do  now  may  make  a 
difference  some  day.” 


Historic  chapel  continues  traditions 


INVER  GROVE  HEIGHTS,  Minn. 
—  Historical  Old  Salem  Evangelical 
Church  was  open  again  for  an 
autumn  wedding  last  month.  Laurie 
Ann  Boche  and  her  father  arrived  at 
the  church  in  horse  and  buggy  to 
meet  the  groom  and  guests. 

Laurie's  great-great-grandparents 
were  founders  of  Old  Salem,  the 
first  Evangelical  Church  in 
Minnesota,  and  it  was  built  on  their 
donated  land.  The  congregation 
was  organized  in  1857,  and  the 
church  was  closed  about  1910. 


Old  Salem  Evangelical  Church  is 
now  a  Minnesota  United  Methodist 
Historic  Site  and  is  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 

The  wedding  ceremony  also 
followed  a  traditional  theme  as 
portraits  of  the  bride’s  pioneer 
ancestors  gazed  down  from  the 
sanctuary  walls.  The  organist, 
Edith  Zehnder  and  the  Rev. 
Clarence  R.  Nicholas,  Roseville, 
both  participated  in  her  parent’s 
wedding  nearly  30  years  ago. 
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Broadcasters  propose  ‘marriage’ 


Church  court  rules 
on  pastor’s  suspension 


By  ROBERT LEAR 

WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS,  W.  Va. 
(UMNS)  —  A  United  Methodist  minister 
under  suspension  is  not  eligible  for 
election  to  General  or  jurisdictional 
conference,  the  denomination’s  highest 
court  ruled  Oct.  28  here. 

The  Judicial  Council  thereby  upheld 
unanimously  a  ruling  by  Bishop  Frank  L. 
Robertson  of  the  Birmingham  (Ala.) 
Area  that  the  Rev.  Thomas  Lane  Butts 
Jr.  could  not  be  considered  for  election  as 
a  representative  of  the  Alabama-West 
Florida  Annual  Conference  at  the  1984 
session  of  the  church’s  top  law-making 
body,  or  the  meeting  next  July  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Dr.  Butts,  then  pastor  of  the  2,500- 
member  First  Montgomery  United 
Methodist  Church,  on  April  22  was 
suspended  from  all  pastoral  duties  and 
authority  until  the  1985  annual 
conference  by  a  church  court  which 
found  him  guilty  of  “undermining”  the 
ministry  of  a  former  associate  pastor. 
The  suspension  later  was  confirmed  by 
the  annual  conference  at  its  1983  session 
in  May. 

A  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Court  of 
Appeals  on  Oct.  14  reversed  the  trial 
court  verdict  ( see  UMR,  Oct.  21 ) . 

Suspension  removed  eligibility 

In  its  ruling,  the  Judicial  Council  said 
the  suspension  ordered  by  the  trial  court, 
and  subsequently  confirmed  by  the 
annual  conference,  took  away  from  Dr. 
Butts  his  “eligibility  for  election,  along 
with  other  ministerial  rights,  privileges, 
functions  and  prerogatives.” 

A  minister  in  Alabama  for  33  years, 
Dr.  Butts  headed  his  conference’s 
delegation  to  General  and  jurisdictional 
conferences  in  1980  and  was  considered  a 
strong  candidate  for  the  1984  delegation. 

During  oral  arguments  here  before  the 
nine-member  Judicial  Council,  clergy 
counsel  for  Dr.  Butts  maintained  that 
since  his  suspension  was  under  appeal  at 
the  time  the  annual  conference  met,  he 
should  have  been  allowed  to  stand  for 
election. 

The  high  court  said  in  its  decision  that 
the  “Book  of  Discipline”  is  “quite 
specific  to  the  contrary”  in  Paragraph 
2625  (1)  g.  Further,  the  ruling  continued, 
the  denomination’s  Constitution  provides 
that  clergy  delegates  to  General  and 


jurisdictional  conferences  “must  be  both 
traveling  preachers  the  four  years  next 
preceding  their  election  .  .  .  and  full 
members  of  Annual  or  Provisional 
Conferences.” 

Dr.  Butts,  the  court  held,  “was  not  a 
‘traveling  preacher’  ’’  at  the  time  the 
conference  met,  “being  suspended  from 
the  ministry  of  the  ‘word,  sacrament,  and 
order’  to  which  Elders  are  ordained.  ” 

In  a  concurring  opinion,  two  Judicial 
Council  members  said  in  addition  that 
while  the  suspension  ordered  by  the  trial 
court  had  been  lifted  by  the  appeals 
court,  they  believe  the  suspension  voted 
by  the  annual  conference  at  its  1983 
session  still  is  in  force. 

“The  final  determination  of  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  conference  relations  of  ministerial 
members  is  lodged  with  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  by  Paragraph  37  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,”  the  concurring  opinion  stated. 

Clergy  requirements  ruling 

In  another  decision  at  its  autumn 
meeting  here,  the  court  ruled  that  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  can, 
“under  certain  circumstances”  adopt 
requirements  for  clergy  seeking 
conference  membership  beyond  those 
specified  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline.” 

Any  such  additions  must  not  “conflict 
with  the  Disciplinary  provisions  or  their 
spirit  or  intent,”  the  nine-member 
Judicial  Council  said  unanimously.  The 
ruling  expands  a  decision  handed  down 
in  October,  1982,  pertaining  to  sexual 
orientation  of  clergy  candidates. 


DALLAS  (UMN)  —  The  executive 
committee  of  the  Wesleyan  Satellite 
Network  (WSNet)  approved  a  plan  here 
October  24  to  begin  negotations  that 
could  result  in  the  merger  of  the  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  United  Methodist  tele¬ 
communications  ministry  with  the 
Alternate  View  Network  (AVN),  a 
Shreveport,  La.  based  satellite  television 
ministry. 

‘‘I  believe  we  have  mutually 
compatible  goals  that  can  better  be 
realized  working  together  than 
separately,”  said  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes, 
AVN  founder  and  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  as  he 
addressed  the  committee.  “This  might 
be  considered  a  proposal  of  marriage  for 
WSNet  and  AVN.” 

“The  proposal,  if  culminated  by  these 
two  United  Methodist  broadcasters, 
means  that  the  Wesleyan  Satellite 
Network  will  have  executive  offices  in 
Dallas  and  production  and  satellite 


transmission  facilities  in  Shreveport,” 
said  Dr.  Dykes.  “The  proposal  for  our 
joining  together  will  include  the  lease  of 
a  satellite  transponder  for  24-hour 
programming  nationally.  We  see  this  as 
a  unique  opportunity  to  join  forces  and  do 
even  more  than  both  of  our  regional 
television  ministries  would  be  able  to 
accomplish  working  separately.”  The 
annual  cost  for  leasing  the  24-hour 
satellite  transponder  is  $1.3  million. 

The  proposal  calls  for  WSNet  to  focus 
their  “full  and  total  energies”  on 
developing  this  satellite  delivered 
television  programming,  rather  than 
continue  building  its  own  network  of 
syndicated  programming  among 
commercial  television  stations  in  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  according  to  WSNet 
officials. 

The  Alternate  View  Network  has  been 
delivering  limited  satellite  television 
programming  for  the  past  19  months. 

WSNet  has  organized  a  unique  local 


church  oriented,  membership  support 
system  for  its  telecommunications 
ministry  among  the  880.000  United  Meth¬ 
odist  members  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico.  v 

The  WSNet  Finance  Committee 
approved  a  move  to  contact  each  district 
superintendent  and  pastor  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  requesting  help  in  raising 
$100,000  by  Dec.  31  for  start-up  costs. 

No  date  was  set  for  the  completion  of 
negotiations  or  the  start-up  of  the  24-hour 
satellite  television  ministry.  However. 
Dr.  Dykes  and  members  of  the  WSNet 
board  agreed  to  "move  as  quickly  as 
possible.  We  expect  to  begin  our 
negotiations  within  the  next  few  days.” 

The  negotiations  would  develop  a 
working  budget,  a  funding  plan,  a 
marketing  plan,  specific  programming 
and  a  plan  to  use  the  $3.5  million  satellite 
transmission  facility  at  Shreveport. 
WSNet  executive  offices  are  expected  to 
remain  in  Dallas. 


UM publisher  plans  1 989  celebration 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  As  United 
Methodism  nears  its  200th  birthday  next 
year,  the  church’s  publishing  agency 
said  it  plans  to  mark  its  own  bicentennial 
in  1989  with  improved  service,  increased 
production  and  more  staff  incentives. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  applauded  as  they  learned  that 
1983  had  been  a  record  year  in  terms  of 
sales  and  service.  They  said  they  hoped 
the  trend  would  continue  into  the  next 
century. 

At  his  first  board  meeting  as  president 
and  publisher,  Robert  K.  Feaster  told 
board  members  that  UMPH  had  the 
largest  net  operating  revenue  in  history 
with  $3.4  million.  Net  sales  of  products 
and  services  reached  $67.6  million,  said 
Dr.  Feaster,  who  came  to  the  publishing 
house  in  June. 

Along  with  an  overall  increase  in  net 
revenue,  Mr.  Feaster  noted  that 
circulation  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum  had  increased  “for  the 
second  consecutive  year  after  17  years  of 


Mission  executive  asks  for  time 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  The  newly-elected 
United  Methodist  world  mission 
executive  said  she  was  “deeply  grateful” 
for  the  trust  shown  in  her  work  and 
commitment  and  asked  for  “time  to 
work,"  in  a  prepared  statement  to  the 
Reporter. 

Peggy  Billings,  elected  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  late 
last  month  to  head  the  World  Program 
Division,  said  she  was  “deeply  aware  of 
the  responsibilities  of  this  position.” 

She  said,  “We  need  clarity  about  the 
realities  of  today’s  world  and  the 
situation  faced  by  our  church  and  the 
churches  in  many  different  countries.  I 


hope  to  promote  that  clarity  as  well  as  a 
clear  intention  regarding  our  witness  and 
service. 

“I  will  be  candid  about  failures  and 
misjudgements  when  they  occur,  but  I 
intend  to  focus  on  the  positive  work  of 
this  board  and  that  of  the  churches  we 
relate  to  and  the  Christian  community  in 
general.  There  is  a  growing  consensus 
among  many  churches  on  the  conditions 
which  make  for  peace  and  justice  and 
which  promote  the  unity  of  the  church 
and  its  witness.  I  hope  to  further  the 
involvement  of  the  World  Program 
Division  in  the  study  of  theology  of 
mission  and  to  strengthen  the  missionary 
community,”  she  said. 


decline.”  He  attributed  the  success  to 
marketing  research  and  interpretation  of 
that  research,  expansion  of  Cokesbury 
bookstores  and  several  successful  books 
published  by  Abingdon  Press. 

Because  of  the  increase  in  revenue,  $1 
million  in  annuql  conference  pro  rata 
shares  will  be  divided  among  the  73 
conferences  to  support  ministers’ 
pension  funds.  This  practice  is  mandated 
in  “The  Book  of  Discipline"  of  the 
churcb. 

While  noting  the  successes  during  the 
past  year,  Mr.  Feaster  said  long-range 
plans  for  the  Publishing  House  must 
include: 

Expansion  of  Cokesbury  stores  for 
more  localized  service  ; 

Subsidies  for  ethnic  minority 
curriculum  and  other  short-run 
publishing  projects; 

More  experiments  with  electronic 
publishing  methods ; 

Emphases  on  computer  software  and 
video  materials. 

Mr.  Feaster  told  the  board  that  the 
Publishing  House  is  studying  the  present 
compensation  and  benefit  package  for  its 
employees,  and  how  that  compares  with 
.other  companies.  He  told  the  board  that 
more  incentives  for  employees  will  be  a 
prime  concern  in  the  future. 

The  board  approved  a  $73.8  million 
budget  for  next  year,  with  anticipated 
net  operating  revenue  of  $3.3  million. 

Board  members  paid  tribute  to  UMPH 
treasurer  John  K.  Laird,  who  will  retire 
next  year.  Mr.  Laird,  who  has  been  with 
the  Publishing  House  for  36  years,  is  the 
longest  tenured  member  of  the  executive 
staff. 


In  other  actions  the  Board  of 
Publication 

*  Voted  to  support  a  resolution  to 
General  Conference  mandating  a  new 
United  Methodist  hymnal; 

*  Agreed  to  investigate  extending 
Cokesbury’s  discount  to  clergy  in  other 
denominations; 

The  board  decided  to  hold  its  next 
meeting  in  March,  1984,  in  Washington, 
DC. 


CHURCH 

SECRETARIES 


Send  for  your  free  postal  rate  card 
that  hangs  near  your  desk — it  lists 
First  Class,  Third  Class,  Special 
Delivery  and  Certified  Mail  fees, 
plus  Priority  Mail  and  Interna¬ 
tional  Postal  Rates.  Send  a  #10 
self- addressed  and  stamped  en¬ 
velope  today! 


Professional  Association 
for  United  Methodist 
Church  Secretaries 

-1928  Ross  Avenue 
Dallas,  Texas  75201 

Celebrating  American  Methodism's 
Bicentennial  Annual  Meeting 
May  4-6,  1984 
Baltimore 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  (lew  !  Christian  hom€ 

THE  UPPER  ROOM,  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202 


BALTIMORE  —  Lovely  Lane  United  Methodist  Church,  built  100  years 
ago,  carries  on  the  name  of  the  chapel  where  the  1784  Christmas  Conference 
was  held  marking  the  beginning  of  organized  Methodism  in  the  United 
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Four  more  episcopacy  nominees 


resume  an  active  role  in  public  life,”  the 
report  states.  Convicted  felons  are 
stripped  of  the  right  to  vote  and  hold 
public  office. 

“Support  from  Global  Ministries  has 
played  an  important  part  in  the  long 
struggle  to  free  Mayor  Carthan  and  the 
Tchula  Seven,  and  to  preserve  black 
political  rights,”  said  the  report. 

Political  skills  workshops 
to  begin  January  14, 1984 

NEW  YORK  —  Two  workshops 
January  14,  1984  —  one  in  St.  Cloud, 
Minn.,  the  other  in  Hillsdale,  Mich.  — 
will  launch  a  year  of  political  skills 
development  workshops  across  the 
nation,  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Program  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Plans  are  underway  in  57  of  the 
denomination’s  73  annual  conferences  to 
hold  the  one-day  events  designed  to 
prepare  more  women  to  enter  public 
policy  arenas  by  seeking  office  or  by 
working  for  women  who  are,  according 
to  Pat  Callbeck  Harper,  of  Helena, 
Mont.,  chairperson. 

“The  Women’s  Division  is  doing 
something  never  done  before  in  the 
women’s  movement,”  said  Rosalie 
Whelan,  a  consultant  for  the  division 
from  the  National  Women’s  Education 
FSind.  The  division  is  investing  $35,000  in 
the  education  effort. 

“Health  for  all  by  2000” 
goal  of  UM  health  unit 

NEW  YORK  -  “Health  for  all  by  the 
year  2000”  will  be  a  focus  for  the 
domestic  and  international  work  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Health  &  Welfare 
Ministries  the  next  four  years,”  division 
officials  reported  here.  The  health  care 
unit  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has,  however, 
recommended  that  the  goal  of  health  for 
all  become  a  goal  for  United  Methodists 
worldwide.  General  Conference 
delegates  will  be  asked  to  designate  this 
goal  as  one  worthy  of  broad  UM 
involvement. 

UM  missionary 
service  guides  set 

NEW  YORK  —  “All  Christians  are 
persons  in  mission  but  some  are 
“selected  and  enabled  to  be 
missionaries,”  states  a  new  policy 
statement  on  missionary  service. 

The  foundations  document  approved 
by  the  UMC’s  World  Program  Division 
defines  a  missionary  as  “first  of  all  a 
witnessing  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ.  . 
(and )  a  person  sensitive  to  the  nuances  of 
communication  in  differing  cultural 
situations.” 

The  “mutuality”  of  relations  between 
the  church  sending  missionaries  and  the 
church  receiving  them  is  stressed. 
“Each.  .  .  contributes  its  strengths.  .  . 
and  all  members  have  gifts  and  all  have 
needs.  Mutuality  in  mission.  .  .  is  not 
complete  until  all  share  as  equals  in 
establishing  mission  policy  among  the 
churches,”  the  document  says. 

New  is  the  concept  of  World  Program 
Division  missionaries  having  a  "mission 
to  the  church  and  society  of  the  U.S. 
itself.  Each  term  of  service  is  to  include 
time  both  outside  and  inside  the  U.S. 
Also  new  is  a  plan  for  compensating 
missionaries. 

Cuban  Methodists 
seek  repair  funds 

NEW  YORK  —  A  delegation  of  Cuban 
Methodists  told  United  Methodism’s 
mission  agency  here  last  month  that  it 
has  been  more  than  20  years  since  any  of 
their  church  property  has  been  repaired. 

The  request  for  $775,000  during  the  next 
five  years  is  related  to  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba’s  celebrating  its 
centennial  this  year. 

Bishop  Armando  A.  Rodriguez  said, 
“We  do  not  want  to  start  a  new  form  of 
paternalism,  but  we  do  have ‘this  one 
great  need.” 


The  Cuban  church  has  120 
congregations  and  about  2,100  members 
on  church  rolls  although  another  18,000 
are  believers,  he  said.  The  Cuban  church 
has  pledged  to  raise  an  additional 
$575,000. 

Diane  L.  Knippers,  convenor  of  an 
unofficial  UM  caucus  on  Religious 
Liberty  and  Human  Rights,  requested 
that  the  board  officials  convene  a  “con- 
sulation  on  the  church  in  Cuba”  to 
gain  a  “full  and  accurate  picture”  of  the 
extent  of  religious  liberty  in  Cuba.  The 
consultation  could  result  in  finding  steps 
for  UMs  to  take  to  increase  religious 
liberty  and  expand  the  scope  of  activity 
of  the  church  in  Cuba,  her  group  be¬ 
lieves. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  the  New  York 
Area,  president  of  the  World  Program 
Division,  told  the  Reporter  it  would  be 
more  appropriate  for  the  caucus  to  call 
the  consultation  and  to  invite  his  division 
to  send  representatives. 

Add  one  category : 

“over  65  years  of  age” 

NEW  YORK  —  General  Conference 
will  be  asked  to  broaden  the  inclusive¬ 
ness  categories  to  include  persons  “over 
65”  for  representation  on  denominational 
boards  and  agencies. 

The  recommendation  was  approved 
for  forwarding  to  the  delegates  by  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  meeting  here  last  month. 

Board  listens  to  Latin 
American,  Caribbean  guests 

NEW  YORK  —  Christians  from 
Argentina,  Costa  Rica,  Cuba  and 
Nicaragua  told  mission  board  members 
about  what  is  happening  to  their 
churches  and  to  their  countries,  often  in 
moving  testimonies  of  anguish. 

The  president  of  the  Methodist 
Evangelical  Churches  in  Latin  America 
(CIEMAL)  talked  about  “connection- 
ality.”  The  Rev.  Aldo  Echegoyen  lives 
in  Argentina  where  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  nation’s  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission. 

He  said  there  is  a  beautiful  “tourist” 
Latin  America  and  a  “social”  Latin 
America  “where  life  is  being  destroyed 
by  strong  powers:  transnational 
companies,  military  regimes,  the  arms 
race  and  the  national  security  doctrine. 

“The  result  is  repression,  torture, 
disappearances,  the  withdrawal  of 
social,  educational  and  health  services, 
cultural  and  physical  genocide, 
enormous  public  debt,  the  suppression  of 
public  opinion,  malnutrition  and 
disease.” 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  connectional 
Methodist  Church  in  these  situations?  he 
asked,  and  then  continued  that,  “starting 
with  the  Bible,  we  believe  in  a 
connectional  God.” 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  connectional? 
“It  is  to  go  out  of  oneself;  it  is  to  meet  the 
other  one;  it  is  to  speak  to  him  and  to 
hear  him  seriously,  it  is  to  dialogue  and 
to  be  familiar  with  his  way  of  life,"  Dr. 
Echegoyen  said. 

He  said,  “The  essence  of  sin  is  to  be 
‘anti-connectional’.  .  .  The  essence  of 
conversion  is  to  be  connected  with  God 
and  all  God’s  people.” 

The  CIEMAL  president  said  some 
connections  are  “devilish”  —  especially 
the  power  of  money,  the  military, 
national  security  doctrines  and  external 
debt  which  are  combining  to  make  Latin 
American  countries  more  dependent. 

He  urged  “dynamic  connectional 
action”  between  the  Methodist  churches 
of  the  hemisphere.  Mutual  knowledge, 
mutual  needs,  mutual  sharing  of  gifts 
and  mutual  action  were  agreed  upon 
ingredients  during  a  consultation  in 
Lima  in  September  between  Latin 
American  and  North  American  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders. 

New  funds  sought 
for  new  mission  frontiers 

NEW  YORK.-  United  Methodism’s 


“second-mile”  giving  channel  —  the 
Advance  —  will  be  requested  to  open  an 
account  for  contributions  to  send 
missionaries  into  areas  unreached  by  the 
Gospel. 

Funds  for  new  frontiers  are  needed 
over  and  above  the  mission  board’s 
budget  for  missionary  support,  the  board 
has  determined.  The  Advance 
Committee  is  expected  to  review  the 
request  next  month. 

Community  economic 
self-help  program  set 

NEW  YORK  —  A  mission  board-wide 
program  intended  to  tackle  the  global 
economic  crisis  was  adopted  here  last 
week  after  18  months  on  the  drawing 
board. 

The  program,  which  coordinates  many 
existing  projects  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is  intended  to 
plug  in  help  at  the  local  level  by  investing 
in  small  businesses,  cooperatives, 
agricultural  projects,  etc.  that  create 
jobs  and  strengthen  local  economies. 

(Global  Mission  briefs  were  reported 
by  Sharon  Mielke). 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Four  more  names  —  two  new  ones  and 
two  omitted  from  the  Reporter’s  earlier 
listing  —  have  been  added  to  the  list  of 
persons  endorsed  for  election  in  1984  as 
United  Methodist  bishops. 

Two  district  superintendents  have  the 
endorsement  of  both  the  Kansas  East 
conference  and  of  that  conference’s 
delegation  to  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences.  They  are  the 
Rev.  Frank  L.  Dorsey  of  the  Emporia- 
Manhattan  District  and  the  Rev.  Jean 
Marie  Graebher  of  the  Topeka  District. 


Ms.  Graebher  also  has  the  endorsement 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
clergywomen’s  caucus. 

The  Rev.  David  Giles  of  Shenendehowa 
UMC  in  Clifton  Park,  N.Y.,  has  been  unan¬ 
imously  endorsed  by  the  Troy  conference 
delegation,  and  the  Rev.  Neil  L.  Irons  of 
the  Romney  District  has  the  backing  of 
the  West  Virginia  conference  delegation. 

This  brings  to  approximately  30  the 
number  of  persons  known  to  have  official 
endorsement.  The  five  jurisdictional 
conferences  in  1984  are  expected  to  elect 
17  persons  to  the  episcopacy. 


WERE  NUMB 


Students  helped  by  the  ! 
United  Methodist  Student 
Loan  program  have  made  us 
number  one  by:  □  Making 
our  loan  program  number  one 
in  the  pay-back  record, 
compared  to  any  loan 
program  in  the  U.S. 


□  repaying  their  loans — 98% 
of  them — within  10  years. 

Your  gift  to  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Loan  and 
Scholarships  program  on 
STUDENT  DAY,  NOV.  27. 
1983  —  will  multiply  the 
amount  and  number  of  loans 
that  can  be  granted. 


For  information  write: 

Dr.  Esther  E.  Edwards,  Office 
of  Loans  and  Scholarships, 
General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  P.O. 
Box  871,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 


Women  honor  leader  for  35  years  service 

NEW  YORK  —  Theressa  Hoover,  right,  the  top  executive  for  the  United 
Methodist  Women  organization,  was  honored  here  recently  for  35  years  on 
the  executive  staff  of  the  W'omen’s  Program  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  which  directs  UMW  work. 

Directors  for  the  1.2-million-member  organization  set  aside  $10,000  for 
Ms.  Hoover  to  designate  to  mission  outreach  projects  of  her  choosing. 

Ruth  Daugherty,  left,  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Reading,  PA,  made  the  presentation  during  the  annual  meeting. 

JOHN  C.  GOODWIN  PHOTO 
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Historic  church  seeks  $5  million 

Lovely  Lane,  site  of  Christmas  Con  ference ,  needs  restoration 


Global  mission  news  briefs 


By JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Lovely  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  where  American 
Methodists  celebrated  their  centennial  in 
a  brand  new  building  100  years  ago,  has 
tried  another  approach  to  raising  $5  mil¬ 
lion  as  part  of  its  restoration  campaign. 

The  1980  General  Conference 
authorized  a  church-wide  campaign  on 
behalf  of  Lovely  Lane  but  specified  that 
funds  must  be  raised  outside  normal 
apportionment  channels  and  that  the 
campaign  must  end  by  Dec.  31, 1984. 

The  national  appeal’s  chairperson, 
retired  Baltimore  businessman  George 
W.  Rookhout  Jr.,  wrote  all  bishops  in 


Clarification 

An  article  in  the  Oct.  21  issue  of  the 
Reporter  incorrectly  stated  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  voted  37  to  21  this  fall  in  favor 
of  continuing  the  current  missional 
priority,  Developing  and  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church.  That 
was  the  crucial  vote  on  a  substitute 
motion  in  which  directors  essentially 
chose  between  the  current  priority  and 
one  with  equal  emphasis  on  peace  and 
hunger.  After  the  substitute  motion  won, 
the  board  voted  with  only  one  objection  to 
continue  the  emphasis  on  ethnic  minority 
churches. 


October  asking  them  to  help  get  annual 
conferences  to  agree  to  be  “Partnership 
Conferences”  with  the  historic  church. 
To  qualify  as  a  “partnership 
conference,”  a  conference  would  have  to 
raise  an  amount  equal  to  $1  from  each 
United  Methodist  in  the  conference. 

Previously  Lovely  Lane  had  sought 
“partnership  churches”  which  would 
agree  to  raise  the  equivalent  of  $1  per 
member.  This  approach  and  all  others 
tried  so  far  had  raised  just  over  $92,000  as 
of  the  end  of  September  1983. 

Lovely  Lane  trustees  borrowed  enough 
to  pay  $250,000  for  a  temporary  roof  to 
replace  the  church’s  aging  tile  roof.  An 
estimated  $5  million  is  needed  to  restore 
the  sanctuary,  including  renewal  of  a 
heating  system  which  cost  nearly  $25,000 
or  17  percent  of  the  575-member 
congregation’s  budget  in  1982.  The  $5 
million  also  covers  costs  of  130  tons  of 
new  roof  tile  on  top  of  the  recently 
completed  temporary  roof  and  cleaning 
and  repointing  exterior  stone. 

The  Rev.  Emora  T.  Brannan,  pastor, 
said  part  of  a  new  pan-Methodist 
bicentennial  film,  “A  Gift  of  Song,”  will 
be  shot  in  the  Lovely  Lane  sanctuary  in 
early  November.  He  also  said  that  CBS 
television  will  present  as  its  annual 
Christmas  Eve  service  nation-wide  a 
special  service,  live,  from  Lovely  Lane, 
with  the  Rev.  Edward  Bauman  of 
Foundry  UMC  in  Washington  as  the 
preacher. 


As  its  part  of  the  bicentennial 
celebrations  here  in  1984,  Lovely  Lane 
plans  to  hold  a  series  of  at  least  10 
bicentennial  vespers,  including  what  Dr. 
Brannon  described  as  “a  great  service  of 
prayer”  on  the  Sunday  (April  29)  before 
the  opening  of  the  1984  General 


Conference  at  this  city’s  convention 
center  some  20  blocks  away.  He  said  that 
Lovely  Lane  members  will  greet  General 
Conference  delegates  and  visitors  at  the 
nearby  Amtrak  station  and  will  offer 
tours  of  the  church  throughout  the  two- 
week  quadrennial  legislative  sessions. 


Short-term,  volunteer 
mission  unit  organizes 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  New 
opportunities  for  short-term  mission 
service  and  an  increased  concern  for 
coordinating  services  to  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
overseas  and  national  personnel  were 
highlights  of  the  Mission  Personnel 
Resources  Program  Department’s  first 
annual  meeting  here  Oct.  17-18. 

The  program  department  brings 
together  responsibility  for  a  brand-new 
Short-Term  Volunteers  In  Mission 
program,  Crusade  Scholarships,  and  the 
ongoing  work  of  recruiting,  selecting, 
orienting,  training  and  development  of 
the  board’s  “persons  in  mission.” 

The  short-term  volunteers  program 
will  provide  opportunities  for  grassroots 
United  Methodists  to  participate  in 
mission  here  and  abroad.  Josephine 
Harris,  new  executive  for  Mission 
Personnel  Resources,  reported  a  list  of 
national  opportunities  had  already  been 
compiled,  and  a  similar  list  was  being 
developed  with  the  World  Program 
Division. 

William  B.  Rollins,  formerly  in  charge 
of  the  National  Program  Division’s 
separate  short-term  volunteer  program, 
was  elected  program  secretary  for  the 
new  Short-Term  Volunteers  In  Mission 
program;  Gretta  M.  Moffet  was  picked 
as  a  western  field  staff  person  for  the 
program,  and  plans  were  announced  for 
a  second  field  staff  person  in  the  eastern 
half  of  the  U.S. 

Apartheid  rejection 
recommended  as  “heresy” 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodists  and 
United  Methodist  agencies  could  join 
with  the  World  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches  in  rejection  of  apartheid 
policies  as  heretical. 

A  resolution  on  Southern  Africa  to  be 
considered  by  the  delegates  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  recommends  that 
UMs  “reject  as  heresy  any  attempts  to 
justify  apartheid  (forced  racial 
separation  policies)  as  an  expression  of 
Biblical  tradition.” 

The  identification  of  apartheid  as  a 
Christian  heresy  is  being  proposed  by  the 
general  board  members  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Church  and  Society. 

“Apartheid  is  sin  and  the  moral  and 
theological  justification  of  it  is  travesty 
of  the  Gospel  and,  in  its  persistent 
disobedience  to  the  Word  of  God,  a 
theological  heresy,”  the  statement 
reads. 

Controversial  former  mayor 
freed  from  prison  camp 

NEW  YORK  —  Eddie  James  Carthan. 
the  central  figure  in  a  year-long 
controversy  between  the  domestic 
mission  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  church  officials  in 
Mississippi,  was  freed  from  federal 
prison  in  Montgomery,  Ala.  in  mid- 
October. 

The  National  Program  Division  gave 
several  grants  for  his  legal  defense  and 
extensive  staff  time  to  the  Mississippi 
case.  The  release  came  after  a  federal 
judge  in  Mississippi  reduced  Mr. 
Cathan’s  sentence  to  time  served  on  the 
last  charge  (defrauding  the  U.S. 
government)  still  outstanding  against 
him,  the  division  reported  in  an  update  to 
members  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Former  U.S.  Attorney 
General  Ramsey  Clark  represented  Mr. 
Carthan  in  the  sentence  reduction 
proceeding. 

Of  the  other  three  charges,  (Done 
resulted  in  a  conviction  for  assaulting  a 
police  officer,  with  the  sentence  later 
suspended  by  Governor  Winter  of 
Mississippi,  (2)  one  in  an  acquittal  on  a 
murder  charge  and  (3)  in  the  remaining 
one,  the  prosecution  dropped  all  charges 
before  the  trial. 

“Mayor  Carthan’s  supporters,  who 
have  maintained  his  innocence  from  the 
outset,  now  seek  to  have  his  full  political 
rights  and  civil  rights  restored  so  he  may 
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uumerence  Youth  Team 
Holds  Fall  Convocation 


On  October  15  the  Conference  Youth 
Team  successfully  held  the  Fall 
Convocation  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria.  The  theme  of  the 
Convocation  was  ‘‘JOY  Explosion.”  JOY 
is  an  acronym  denoting  Jesus,  Others, 
and  You.  The  intention  was  to  help  the 
youth  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
develop  spiritually  and  socially  as  they 
came  to  understand  the  influence  of 
Jesus  on  themselves  and  others. 

With  over  300  in  attendance,  and 
beautiful  weather,  the  youth  enjoyed  a 
full  day  of  fellowship,  food,  spiritual 
formation,  fun,  games,  and  worship.  The 
main  keynote  speakers,  Bryan  and 
Marguerite  Humphrey  from  Waco, 
Texas,  actually  didn’t  speak  at  all.  They 
thrilled  the  youth  with  their  scriptural 
interpretations  and  parables,  expressed 
through  the  art  of  mime  and  drama.  One 
especially  memorable  mime  was  the 
parable  of  the  sower.  Another  one  was 
entitled  ‘‘The  Preacher  and  the  Tax 
Collector.”  Other  entertainment  for  the 
day  came  in  the  exciting  music  by  Paul 
Guffey  of  Baton  Rouge.  Paul,  who  is  a 
Louisiana-born  musician,  inspired  the 


youth  with  contemporary  and  gospel 
music.  His  musical  talents  range  from 
playing  several  guitars  to  playing  the 
piano.  His  voice  is  smooth  and  easy  for 
all  to  listen  to. 

At  the  close  of  the  day,  the  youth  all 
gathered  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  church 
for  singing,  praying,  witnessing  their 
faith,  and  a  communion  service.  To  bring 
the  event  to  a  close,  after  the  communion 
service,  an  Amy  Grant  song  was  played, 
balloons  were  passed  out,  tossed  high  in 
the  air,  and  all  were  exploded  for  a  grand 
finale. 

The  next  Conference  Youth  Event  is 
the  Junior  High  Retreat  that  will  be  held 
at  Caney  Conference  Centre  on 
November  18-20.  All  youth  interested  in 
attending  should  notify  their  youth 
director  or  pastor.  The  fee  for  this  event 
is  $18.00,  and  all  registrations  and  fees 
must  reach  the  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries  by  November  14.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  the  La. 
Conference  and  mailed  to  L.  Patterson 
Culligan,  Director  of  Youth  Ministries, 
P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821. 


Jackson  UMC  Has 
Busy  Fall  Season 


A  special  service  of  dedication  took 
place  in  the  kitchen  of  the  Jackson  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  Sunday,  September 
24th.  After  the  morning  service  members 
and  guests  were  asked  to  go  into  the  new 
kitchen  to  participate  in  the  dedication. 
Taking  part  in  the  proceedings  were:  Dr. 
Ken  Reed,  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  and  the 
pastor  of  the  Jackson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Rev.  Joe  Hoover. 

Before  the  dedication  of  the  new 
kitchen,  special  thoughts  were  expressed 
for  those  who  have  passed  away,  and 
memorials  were  given  in  their  memory. 
These  gifts  became  the  cornerstone  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  kitchen.  Those 
remembered  were  Mrs.  Eloise  Harvey, 


Pictured  above  during  the  dedication  of  the  new  kitchen  at  Jackson  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  are  (left  to  right):  Leroy  Harvey;  Bea  Woodward;  Dr.  Ken  Reed,  BR- 
Hammond  District  Superintendent;  and  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover,  pastor  of  Jackson  UMC. 


Three  of  the  young  people  participating  in  the  new  puppeteer  ministry  at  Jackson 
UMC  are  shown  above.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are:  Travis  Prewitt,  Amy  Ryals,  and 
Candy  Lanoue. 

Church  Council  Meets  at  Centenary 


The  1983  Centenary  Church  Council 
held  its  annual  fall  meeting  Thursday, 
October  13.  The  morning  session,  held  in 
the  Meadows  Museum,  included  updates 
from  President  Donald  A.  Webb; 
Director  of  Admissions  John  Lambert; 
Vice  President  Darrell  Loyless; 
Chaplain  Robert  Ed  Taylor;  Church 
Careers  students  Celia  Sirman  and  Ron 
Whitler;  Dean  of  the  College  Dorothy 
Gwin,  and  Dean  of  the  School  of  Business 
Barrie  Richardson.  After  lunch  in 
Bynum  Commons,  senior  religious 


Mrs.  Stella  Palmer,  and  Miss  Connie 
Ross.  The  service  was  followed  by  a 
covered  dish  meal. 

A  new  puppeteer  ministry,  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Roberta  Hoover,  has 
been  organized  at  Jackson  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  About  10  young  people  have 
joined  the  new  type  of  evangelistic 
program.  Their  first  performance, 
entitled  ‘‘Being  Yourself,”  was  given 
August  28  during  the  morning  worship 
service.  Performing  in  the  show  were 
Amy  Ryals,  Travis  Prewitt  and  Lane 
Estes.  The  group  practices  every  Sunday 
at  3:45  p.m.  They  have  already  received 
an  invitation  to  perform  at  nearby 
nursing  homes  and  East  Louisiana  State 
Hospital. 


Persons,  Churches  &  Events 

Rev.  Melvin  Schroeder,  chaplain  and  family  counselor  at  Hazelden’s  Family 
Center  in  Center  City,  Minnesota,  will  be  the  featured  instructor  at  a 
Conference  for  Clergy  on  Chemical  Dependency  and  the  Family  at  Baton  Rouge 
Chemical  Dependency  Units,  Inc.,  from  9  a.m.  until  3:30  p.m.  Friday, 
November  11.  Rev.  Schroeder  will  speak  on  “Chemical  Dependency  from  a 
Family  System’s  Approach,”  “Recognizing  the  Facts  of  Family  Involvement 
and  Identifying  Facts  of  Unrest  in  One’s  Own  Family,”  “Relating  Personal 
History  to  Normal  Coping  Skills  and  Identifying  Pastoral  Options,”  and 
“Defining  Family  Wholeness  and  Applying  This  Definition  to  Pastoral  Care  to 
Families.” 

According  to  Chaplain  Charles  Thompson,  Director  of  Chaplaincy  Services  of 
BRCDU,  Inc.,  the  goal  of  the  workshop  is  to  “develop  a  working  understanding 
and  pastoral  approach  to  chemical  dependency  and  the  family.”  The 
conference  is  free  of  charge  to  all  clergy.  For  more  information  and/or  to 
register,  contact  Chaplain  Charles  Thompson  at  (504  )  387-7970. 

*  *  * 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe  recently  presented  a 
church-wide,  intergenerational  study  of  the  United  Methodist  Heritage.  These 
programs  were  sponsored  by  the  Council  on  Ministries  and  were  designed  to 
help  the  group  learn  and  experience  together  something  of  their  Methodist 
heritage.  Each  program  was  unique,  with  a  different  format,  especially 
designed  to  inform  and  to  entertain. 

The  five-part  series  began  with  a  sermon,  “A  Lost  Heritage?”  by  Dr.  DeWitt 
Ginn,  minister  at  First  United  Methodist.  The  remaining  four  programs  were 
held  during  the  evening  services.  The  group  learned  about  their  “Roots”  with  a 
panel  of  some  of  the  “stars”  of  Methodism,  moderated  by  Emily  Caldwell  and 
Ann  Smith.  Monroe  District  Superintendent  Doug  McGuire  covered  the 
“Organization”  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  well  as  the  local  church.  Dr. 
Ginn  was  the  panel  coordinator  as  the  group  took  a  look  at  the  “Stages  of 
Christian  Growth.”  The  final  session  was  led  by  Rev.  Behling,  who  talked  about 
the  heritage  of  “worship.” 

Some  portions  of  this  series  were  videotaped  and  will  be  made  available  to  the 
church  school  classes  and  other  churches  upon  request.  The  programs  that  are 
on  videotape  are  “Roots,”  “Organization,  ”  and  “Stages  of  Christian  Growth.” 

*  *  • 

Mrs.  Kathleen  Wilson  recently  retired  as  organist  at  Caddo  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  At  her  retirement  she  had  completed  a  total  of 
68  years  of  service  to  United  Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana,  including  Natch¬ 
itoches  First,  Arcadia  First,  Marksville,  and  Caddo  Heights.  While  at 
Marks ville,  she  did  triple  duty  for  a  time;  playing  not  only  for  the  Methodist 
Church  on  Sunday,  but  Baptist  and  Catholic  as  well. 

Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson,  pastor  of  Caddo  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  of  Mrs.  Wilson,  “Mrs.  Wilson  personifies  the  truly  Christian  spirit. 
She  has  provided  a  tremendous  ministry  to  her  church  across  the  years.  I  am 
grateful  for  what  she  has  meant  to  Caddo  Heights  and  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  through  her  musical  talent.” 


International  Lesson  Series 


(rod's  Indwelling  Spirit 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Journeys  —  Into 

The  Bible  6-6:30  p.m. 

The  Beginning  of  Matthew’s  Gospel 
Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

Portrait  of  Jesus  in  Matthew’s  Gospel 
Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  Crucifixion  in  Matthew’s  Gospel 
Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 

Edward  Bauman 

The  Resurrection  in  Matthew’s  Gospel 


Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 
Edward  Bauman 
The  Shape  of  Mark’s  Gospel 
Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 
Edward  Bauman 
The  Beginning  of  Mark’s  Gospel 
Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 
Edward  Bauman 
Portrait  of  Jesus  in  Mark’s  Gospel 
Jesus  in  the  Gospels  Series, 
Edward  Bauman 


National  Programming 
From  UM  Communications 
On  Satcom  3R,  Channel  18 

Date  Journeys  —  In  Christian 
Growth  6:30-7:00  p.m. 

Nov.  6  “Nuclear  Family:  Dual 
Winners 

Focus  on  the  Contemporary 
Series 
Nov.  13  Singles 

Focus  on  the  Contemporary 
Series 

Nov.  20  Traditional  Family:  Single 
Winner 

Focus  on  the  Contemporary 


Series 

Nov.  27  Reconstituted  Family 

Focus  on  the  Contemporary 
Series 

Dec.  4  Childless  Couple 

Focus  on  the  Contemporary 
Series 

Dec.  11  “Run  to  Live”  and 

“Minnie  Remembers’  ’ 

Dec.  18  Coming  of  the  Stranger 


DECEMBER  25 

Christmas  Special :  “Ave  Maria”  —  Edward  Bauman 

Robert  Ed  Taylor  will  continue  the  International 
Lesson  Series  on  Westar  4  Channel  19,  Tuesdays  at  7:30  p.m. 


TV  Lection  ary  Series 
Begins  November  15 


history  student  Alan  Strange  gave  a 
program  on  his  summer  experience  as  a 
Fellow  at  Historic  Deerfield,  Mass. 

Now  in  its  third  year,  the  Council  is  an 
active  group  of  clergy  and  lay  persons 
who  serve  as  liaisons  between  the 
College  and  the  Conference.  Charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  developing 
scholarships,  spotlighting  prospective 
students,  and  planning  continuing 
education  for  ministers  and  laity,  the 
Church  Council  plays  a  vital  role. 


scripture  Lessons. 

John  14:25-26:  Romans  8:9-17,26-28 

One  of  the  doctrines  most  confusing  to 
the  early  Christians  was  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity.  Some  said  that  to  believe  in 
the  Trinity  meant  to  believe  in  three 
gods,  separate  and  equal.  Others  held 
that,  in  the  Gnostic  understanding,  the 
Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit  proceeded  from 
the  Creator-Father  in  a  two-fold  step  of 
emanations.  Even  today  there  are  many 
who  cannot  accept  a  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  without  somehow  fragmenting 
God  into  three  parts. 

Anselm  (1033-1109  AD)  presented  one 
way  of  explaining  this  three-in-one 
concept.  He  drew  a  circle  with  the  words 
“Father,”  “Son”  and  "Holy  Spirit”  on 
the  circumference  (spaced  evenly 
around  this  outside  edge)  and  the  word 
“God”  in  the  very  center.  On  the  three 
segments  of  the  circumference  he  wrote 
“is  not,”  but  on  the  three  radii  he  had 
drawn  from  “God”  to  the  other  three 
words  he  wrote  “is.”  Therefore,  he  was 
saying  that  God  is  Father;  God  is  Son; 
and  God  is  Holy  Spirit,  but  the  Father  is 
not  the  Son,  the  Son  is  not  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  God.  Make  this 
drawing  for  yourself  and  see  what  an 
interesting  way  it  is  to  show  that  God 
reveals  himself  in  three  ways,  no  two  of 
the  ways  exactly  the  same,  none  of  the 
ways  being  God  in  entirety,  but  each  of 
the  ways  being  a  perspective  of  God. 

Having  considered  the  fact  that  the 
Trinity  reveals  to  us  three  different 
perspectives  of  the  same  God,  let  us  see 
how  God’s  indwelling  spirit  affects  our 
lives. 

In  the  passage  from  John,  we  read 
where  Jesus  is  speaking  to  his  disciples, 
preparing  them  for  his  leaving.  He  tells 
them  that  he  will  be  no  longer  present  in 
the  flesh,  but  that  God  will  send  them  a 
Counsellor,  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  teach  them 
and  to  bring  them  to  remembrance  of  all 
that  Jesus  has  told  them.  It  is  important 
to  note  that  Jesus  said  that  God  would 
send  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Jesus’  name.  The 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  would  be  a 
continuation  of  the  power  and  purpose 
made  known  in  Jesus.  God  had  been  with 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRIC’KETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

them  as  Creator-Father  and  as  Son. 
After  Jesus  leaves,  God  would  be  with 
them  as  the  Counsellor,  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  eighth  chapter  of  Paul’s  letter  to 
the  Romans  speaks  of  the  way  the  Holy 
Spirit  relates  to  new  life  as  Christians 
experience  it.  These  Roman  Christians, 
Paul  writes,  have  left  behind  the  worldly 
order.  They  no  longer  live  as  do  the 
pagans.  Now  they  are  in  the  Spirit,  and 
because  they  are  in  the  Spirit  they  belong 
to  God,  in  Christ.  Their  spirits  are  alive 
and  vital 

Paul  calls  to  their  attention  the  fact 
that  Christians  not  only  receive  blessings 
and  privileges  but  also  inherit  respon¬ 
sibilities.  Their  relationship  with  God  is 
as  a  child  with  the  father  and  is  based  on 
the  father’s  love.  When  one  cries  out, 
“Abba!  Father!”  it  is  evident  that  the 
Spirit  is  alive  and  moving  in  that  person. 
The  totality  of  existence  is  shared  with 
Christ  for  “fellow  heirs  with  Christ, 
provided  we  suffer  with  him  in  order  that 
we  may  also  be  glorified  with  him  .  .  .” 

Finally,  Paul  describes  how  the  Spirit 
helps  the  Christian  in  his  or  her 
weakness.  Some  must  have  asked  Paul 
how  to  pray  and  what  to  pray  (or, 
perhaps  Paul  had  times  when  he  felt  he 
had  a  problem  with  prayer),  for  he  says 
the  Spirit  intercedes  and  leads  one  to 
pray  properly  Because  God  is  one  with 
the  Spirit  and  knows  perfectly  the  mind 
of  the  Spirit,  God  understands  the 
yearnings  and  prayerful  thoughts  of  His 
children  because  the  Spirit,  indwelling 
them,  intercedes. 

So  the  Spirit  guides  us,  comforts  us  and 
strengthens  us  and  as  we  receive  the 
Spirit  we  also  receive  the  qualities  of 
love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness, 
goodness,  faithfulness,  gentleness,  and 
self-control.  These  are  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  which  Paul  lists  in  Galatians  5. 
With  these  fruits  abounding  and  abiding, 
we  can  live  triumphantly  in  the  Spirit 
knowing  that  “in  everything  God  works 
for  good  with  those  who  love  him,  who 
are  called  according  to  his  purpose.” 
Remember,  “you  are  not  in  the  flesh,  you 
are  in  the  Spirit,  if  in  fact  the  Spirit  of 
God  dwells  in  you.” 


urn 


United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Cedar  Grove  United  Methodist  Church  are  shown  in 
costume  for  the  Centennial  Era  Celebration.  The  group  gathered  to  present  two 
playlets  from  the  June-August  issue  of  RESPONSE  magazine.  “Beginnings”  and 
Who  We  Are”  reminded  the  church-wide  audience  of  the  early  organization  of 
women  and  how  it  affected  the  women  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Sarah  Fouts  is  President 
of  United  Methodist  Women  at  Cedar  Grove. 


Bishop  Jude  Speyrer 


The  Most  Reverend  Jude  Speyrer, 
Catholic  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Lake 
Charles,  will  introduce  the  first 
presenter  in  the  introductory  program  of 
the  TV  Lectionary  Series,  scheduled  to 
be  aired  November  15.  Bishop  Speyrer, 
chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  TV  Lectionary  Committee, 
worked  closely  with  the  late  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  in  the  development 
and  organization  of  the  series,  entitled, 
“A  Year  of  Grace.” 

The  basic  LIC  plan  calls  for  ministers 
of  the  churches  in  a  given  community  to 
meet  together  for  lunch  —  brown  bag  or 
otherwise  —  at  the  United  Methodist 
downlink  Church.  This  will  provide  an 
opportunity  for  study  and  sharing 
together  on  the  following  Sunday’s 
lection.  The  program  will  be  aired  each 
Tuesday  at  12:00  noon  CST  on  Westar  5, 
Channel  15. 
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Jason  Robards  as  the 
“Doctor”  works  around  the 
clock  following  a  nuclear  ex¬ 
plosion  on  Kansas  City. 
Church  groups  are  organizing 
to  discuss  the  ABC-TV  film 
Nov.  20.  Story  and  picture  on 
the  inside  pages. 
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‘The  Day  After’  could  contribute 
to  Christian  view  of  nuclear  arms 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


I  WORK  HIM  YOUTH, 
1  HEAP  UPOUZMfr 
&OK  GROUP,  I  R&f 
(H  THf  MPPtA  CD/®? 


I'M  0*1  THKK  COMMIT¬ 
TER  I  TEACH  INTER¬ 
NATIONAL^  AMP  I 
IN  THE  CHOIR 


Despite  heated  protest  from  some 
quarters,  ABC  Television  officials  are 
standing  firm  in  their  plans  to  show  a 
shocking  film  later  this  month  about  the 
effects  of  a  nuclear  war  (see  related 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

"The  Day  After,"  a  grim  two-hour  por¬ 
trayal  of  life  in  Kansas  City  as  it  might 
appear  immediately  following  a  nuclear 
attack,  will  be  aired  nationally  and  in 
prime  time  by  ABC-TV  on  Sunday,  Nov.  20. 

Some  persons  who  have  previewed  the 
film  describe  it  as  "powerful,” 
“frighteningly  realistic,”  “relentlessly 
depressing,"  and  “very  non-judgmen- 
tal."  Others  say  it  has  “searing  rele¬ 
vance"  to  the  potential  end  result  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race  involving  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

Some  critics,  however,  are  accusing 
the  ABC  film  of  “fanning  the  flames  of 
anti-nuclear  hysteria.”  Others  have 
alleged  a  political  motivation  in  ABC’s 
scheduling  of  “The  Day  After”  just 
before  the  controversial  deployment  of 
our  nation’s  nuclear-equipped  Cruise  and 
Pershing  II  missiles  in  Europe.  Some 
supporters  of  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  nuclear  arms  buildup  are 
unhappy  that  the  film  might  arouse 
negative  public  reaction  regarding  that 
policy  and  its  possible  effects.  This  at¬ 
titude  is  heightened  by  recent  incidents 
involving  U.S.  troops  in  Lebanon  and 
Grenada  which  have  increased  the 
already  high  level  of  tension  between  the 
superpowers. 

We  agree  that  “anti-nuclear  hysteria” 
can  serve  no  constructive  purpose; 
neither  can  nuclear  saber-rattling.  But 
why  would  any  reasonable  person  object 
to  an  effort  to  expose  the  public  to  a 
graphic,  realistic  portrayal  of  what  a 
nuclear  war  would  be  like?  We  are  aware 
of  no  credible  effort  to  deny  that  a 
nuclear  exchange  would  produce  the 
type  of  effects  portrayed  in  “The  Day  Af¬ 
ter.”  Do  our  nation’s  political  and 
military  leaders  want  the  public  to  sup¬ 
port  unlimited  arms  development  and 
deployment  without  considering  all  the 
potential  consequences? 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  what  logic  can  one  assume  that  all 
who  fear  nuclear  brinksmanship  will  also 
favor  unilateral  disarmament,  as  some 
critics  imply?  Is  it  not  possible  for  a  per¬ 
son  fully  to  weigh  the  gruesome  con¬ 
sequences  of  a  nuclear  holocaust  and  still 
support  a  strong  nuclear  defense  program 
as  the  best  way  to  prevent  it?  Apparent¬ 
ly  critics  of  “The  Day  After”  fear  not  — 
even  though  they  have  not  seen  it. 

We  believe  any  position  worth  its  salt 
should  be  rationally  defensible  against 
the  most  potent  arguments  of  its  op¬ 
ponents.  This  is  equally  true  whether  the 
position  comes  from  the  White  House,  the 
halls  of  Congress,  the  Kremlin,  or  the 
pulpit  of  the  church. 

We  have  not  seen  “The  Day  After”  but 
we  intend  to  do  so.  We  urge  others  to  do 
likewise  —  whether  you  agree  or 
disagree  with  the  present  U.S.  ad¬ 
ministration’s  nuclear  arm  policies.  As 
followers  of  One  who  showed  us  that  the 
truth  is  liberating  and.  never  properly 
feared,  we  should  welcome  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  increase  the  public’s 
awareness  of  the  devastation  a  nuclear 
war  would  wreak  on  planet  Earth.  If  that 
truth  is  harsh  and  discomforting,  we 
should  be  grateful  that  it  is  still  not  too 
late  for  the  superpowers  to  be  influenced 
to  begin  devising  some  constructive 
alternatives  to  the  arms  race. 

Young  children  probably  should  not  be 
exposed  to  “The  Day  After,”  but  we  urge 
the  widest  possible  viewing  of  it  by  adults 
and  teenagers.  It  would  be  not  only  ap¬ 
propriate,  but  desirable,  for  in- 
tergenerational  church  groups  to  view 
the  telecast  together  and  then  discuss  its 
implications.  Of  particular  importance  is 
the  question  of  what  —  in  practical  terms 
—  Christians  can,  and  should,  be  doing 
to  lessen  the  probability  of  a  nuclear  war. 

We  should  also  urge  our  elected 
leaders  of  all  parties  and  viewpoints  to 
see  this  film  and  to  consider  what  im¬ 
plications,  if  any,  it  should  have  on  their 
future  arms  policy  votes.  And  we  should 
be  actively  thinking  of  ways  similarly  to 
portray  the  horrors  of  a  nuclear  war  for 
the  citizens  and  leaders  of  the  U.S.S.R. 


Here  I  Stand 

All  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  need 
to  be  accepted  as  means  to  growth  . 


NOVEMBER  11, 1983 
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By  RUBY  MAE  JONES 

Unlimited  are  the  ways  we  may  ex¬ 
perience  the  Holy  Spirit  in  today’s  world. 
William  Cowper  wrote:  “God  moves  in  a 
mysterious  way/His  wonders  to  perform.” 

In  the  trinity,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  one  way 
we  think  of  God  —  as  a  revealer,  messen¬ 
ger  or  comforter.  As  Christians  in  the 
Western  world,  we  really  have  not  learned 
to  be  sensitive  enough  to  the  presence  of 
God  in  our  lives.  Brother  Lawrence,  the 
humble  monk,  could  feel  the  presence  of 
God  as  he  washed  the  pots  and  pans  in 
the  kitchen  of  the  monastery.  The  title  of 
of  a  little  book  he  wrote  is  called,  “The 
Practice  of  the  Presence  of  God,”  now 
considered  a  Christian  classic. 

In  comparison  to  the  other  principal 
world  religions,  Christianity  is  not 
basically  a  mystical  religion.  The 
religion  of  Jesus  has  become  more  of  a 
religion  about  Jesus.  Mysticism  has  its 
origin  in  God,  in  the  action  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Many  books  have  been  written  by 
men  and  women  who  have  not  only  had 
revelatory  experiences  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
—  or  call  it  mysticism  if  you  wish  —  but 
they  also  have  been  able  to  write  com¬ 
petently  about  their  experiences.  Evelyn 
Underhill  and  Dean  Inge  are  among  the 
best  authors  on  this  subject. 


My  Witness 

With  prayer’s  help  we  can 
live  with  all  circumstances 


By  JAN  ARNOLD 

The  secret  of  happiness  is  not  so  much 
in  changing  our  circumstances  through 
prayer  but  by  learning  with  the  help  of 
prayer  to  live  with  our  circumstances. 

God  has  not  seen  fit  to  answer  my 
petitions,  so  that  in  my  destitute  state  I 
can  see  my  way  clear  to  help  others  who 
face  the  same  plight. 

If  a  worn  kitchen  floor  that  ceases  to 
look  better  from  daily  scrubbing  will  give 
me  insight  into  another’s  frustrations,  so 
be  it. 


It  matters  not  that  my  blankets  have 
holes  in  them,  or  that  my  silverware  does 
not  match.  There  are  other  persons  with 
much  worse  problems  than  mine. 

Thank  you  God  for  giving  me  the  grace 
to  be  thankful  whatever  my 
circumstances. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Jan  Arnold, 
is  from  Finger,  Tennessee. 


What  will  the  next  generation  call  God? 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  “Inclusive  Language 
Lectionary”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21  and  28): 
Will  my  grandchildren  and  their  children 
when  they  pray  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
address  Him  as  “To  Whom  in  heaven  it 
may  concern,”  or  perhaps  “Dear  Oc¬ 
cupant  in  heaven?” 

I  am  a  senior  citizen  and  since 
childhood  I  have  firmly  believed  the 
Word  of  God,  our  Bible,  remains  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever!  I 
shall  pray  that  it  remains  unaltered 
forever !  Evelyn  E .  J  ones 

Naples,  Florida 

Lectionary  shows 
NCC  is  evil 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  neutering  of  the  Bible  by  its 
publication  of  a  “new  inclusive  lec¬ 
tionary’’  the  National  Council  of  Chur¬ 
ches  has  given  further  proof  of  its  evil 
nature  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21).  This  is 
nothing  less  than  blasphemy.  The  UMC 
should  withdraw  from  this  forerunner  of 
the  “great  world  church”  before  it  is  too 
late.  Warren  Sahlin 

East  Peoria,  Illinois 
Church  and  Society 
proposals  attacked 
To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  sadness  the  recent  ar¬ 
ticle  concerning  the  recommendations  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  the 
General  Conference  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21). 
It  proved  once  again  that  there  is  a  great 
fixed  gulf  between  some  of  our  church’s 
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boards  and  agencies  and  the  grass  roots 
of  United  Methodism. 

The  lopsided  pro-homosexual  votes 
clearly  show  that  the  board  has  a  total 
disregard  for  Scripture,  a  lack  of  respect 
for  the  United  Methodist  “Book  of 
Discipline,”  and  in  no  way  represents  the 
thinking  of  the  mainstream  of  the 
denomination.  Vernon  F.  Thwaites  Jr. 

Waddy,  Kentucky 

Confidence  in  new 
missions  head  expressed 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  Director  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  I  have  just  returned  from  the 
fall  meeting  of  the  Board  at  which  time  it 
elected  Ms.  Peggy  Billings  as  Deputy 
General  Secretary  for  the  World 
Division.  I  have  read  prior  issues  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  where  per¬ 
sons  were  quoted  as  questioning  her 
capabilities  for  the  position  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  14).  Some  of  those  quotes  even  pre¬ 
dicted  dire  consequences  if  she  was  elec¬ 
ted. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  one  per¬ 
son  could  so  arouse  the  constituency  to 
cause  them  to  ignore  the  basis  of  our 
faith  and  our  obligations  as  a  part  of  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  would  hope  that 
my  own  commitment  to  the  ministry  of 
the  “laos”  and  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  larger  and  stronger  than  for 
it  to  hang  in  the  balance  with  the  election 
of  one  staff  person  in  one  of  its  boards. 

In  addition,  I  was  disappointed  in  the 
failure  of  those  critical  persons  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  foreign  mission  service  of 
.  Ms.  Billings  in  Korea  for  10  years  and  her 
lifetime  of  service  to  the  church  in  other 
capacities,  such  as  local  church 
positions,  lay  member  of  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  etc.  I  can  only  presume  that 
they  did  not  know  all  of  the  facts  which 
the  search  committee  knew. 

Evidently,  some  people  are  critical  of 
the  position  which  Ms.  Billings  has  taken 
on  social  issues.  Her  job  portfolio  as  staff 
person  in  charge  of  social  concerns  for 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  placed  her  in  the 
forefront  of  calling  the  church  and  its 
constituency  to  account  for  social  justice 
and  human  welfare.  In  being  critical  of 
the  job  demands  of  Ms.  Billings,  how 
easy  it  is  for  us  to  be  critical  of  one 
among  us  who  dares  to  call  us  to  answer 
for  our  social  conduct.  We  revere  the 
prophets  of  the  Bible  who  repeatedly  call 
their  constituency  to  account.  We 
acknowledge  with  pride  to  the  world  that 
Jesus  Christ  stood  with  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed.  But,  we  would  have  the  nerve 
to  silence  and  repel  those  among  us  who 
stand  for  social  change  because  it 
threatens  our  status  quo. 

Apart  from  her  social  ministry 
positions,  the  fact  is  that  Ms.  Billings  is  a 
proven,  effective  staff  administrator  who 
understands  the  ministry  of  the  World 
Division  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  position  demands 
someone  of  proven  administrative  skills 
and  knowledge  of  the  world  missionary 
enterprise. 

Finally,  I  feel  that  we  must  understand 
the  World  Division  task,  not  only  from 
our  perspectives  and  desires,  but  also  in 
the  context  of  the  indigenous  people  in  all 
places  served.  The  staff  must  understand 
and  relate  to  missionaries  in  the  field  and 
the  people  they  serve  in  the  context  of 
each  of  those  situations.  The  world  is  not 
as  we  think  it  is  or  would  like  it  to  be.  To 
be  functional  and  effective  in  world 
mission  work,  we  must  understand  and 


assist  in  social,  political  and  economic 
change  that  allows  people  to  be  truly  free 
and  fully  human.  Ms.  Billings’  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  process  is  a  distinct 
benefit  to  the  job  to  which  she  has  been 
elected. 

I  have  every  confidence  in  her  skills 
and  commitment  to  the  enormous  task 
which  she  has  undertaken,  k.will  en¬ 
deavor  to  continue  to  support  and  work 
for  the  World  Division  under  her  lead¬ 
ership.  I,  for  one,  feel  privileged  to  be 
able  to  work  with  her  in  the  World 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  John  E.  Stumbo 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Yes,  start  a  second 
UMC  mission  agency 
To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  Rev.  Don  Waddell’s 
remarks  contained  in  the  article 
headlined  “Second  mission  agency 
proposed”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14).  How  con¬ 
venient  to  once  again  have  the  ladies 
handy  for  scapegoating. 

I  agree  with  Dr.  Gerald  Anderson’s 
proposal  for  a  second  (or  separate) 
mission  agency.  How  about  calling  it 
“Women’s  Division?”  Once  again  we 
could  have  a  theologically  pure,  albeit 
weak,  mission  arm  and  a  Christian 
mission  arm  that  was  people-caring  and 
efficiently  run.  Historically,  until  1964, 
the  Women’s  Division  was  running  their 
schools,  medical  and  (dirty  word) 
“social  work”  very  well  until  asked 
(coerced?)  by  the  mission  board  to  join 
into  one  grand  alliance  for  mission. 

Now  if  the  Women’s  Division  has  so 
sullied  the  theological  purity  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  effort,  by  all  means 
let  us  have  again  two  mission  agencies. 

Eleanor  Welkley 
Troy,  New  York 

Church-related  college 
articles  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

The  September  30  issue  of  the  Reporter 
has  just  come  to  my  attention  and  I  am 
very  appreciative  of  your  two-part  ar¬ 
ticle  on  the  relationship  between  our 
church  and  its  colleges  and  universities. 

Being  a  trustee  of  the  National 
Methodist  Foundation  for  Christian 
Higher  Education,  I  have  come  into  close 
contact  with  both  Dr.  Thomas  Trotter 
and  Dr.  Scott.  I  have  great  admiration 
for  both  of  them  and  I  appreciate  your 
revealing  work  in  the  area  of  this 
relationship. 

I  further  invite  your  attention  to  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  National  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Christian  Higher  Education  in 
its  relationship  with  the  schools  and 
colleges.  Through  this  Foundation  are 
channeled  the  funds  given  in  the 
Student’s  Day  drive  for  contributions. 

Ernest  R.  Brown 
Pryor,  Oklahoma 

The  rapture  will  come! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  John  J. 
Shaffer’s  “My  Witness”  article  head¬ 
lined  “Since  ‘rapture’  is  over  use  energy 
to  serve  God”  (UMR,  Oct.  7). 

I  regret  there  are  those  who  have 
predicted  dates  of  the  Lord’s  return  as 
those  mentioned  in  his  article.  It  gives 
unbelievers  a  cause  to  mock  Christianity 
and  the  Bible. 

Nevertheless,  the  “rapture”  will  take 
place.  Jesus  Christ  is  coming  to  catch  his 
people  away.  Although  we  are  told  no 
one  —  not  the  angels  in  heaven,  nor  even 
the  Son  —  knows  the  day  or  the  hour,  yet 


We  recognize,  however,  that  there  are 
also  people  highly  gifted  in  spiritual 
knowledge  and  experience,  who  are 
unlettered  in  a  formal  way.  They  have  a 
gift  just  as  one  who  has  a  great  talent  in 
writing  poetry  or  in  any  other  field  of 
human  understanding. 

Many  religious  poets  have  expressed 
their  revelatory  experiences  through  an 
appreciation  and  reverence  for  God’s 
world,  including  all  His  creatures. 
William  Wordsworth  wrote:  “A  motion 
and  a  spirit,  that  impels/All  thinking 
things,  All  objects  of  all  thoughts/ And 
rolls  through  all  things.” 

People  who  have  grown  up  in  cities  and 
towns  without  much  closeness  to  nature 
and  little  time  for  silence,  solitude,  pray¬ 
er  and  contemplation  need  to  do  all  they 
can  to  cultivate  an  awareness  of  the 
presence  of  God.  Our  spiritual  and  men¬ 
tal  endeavors  should  flow  along  with  the 
Holy  Spirit.  By  not  offering  too  much 
aggression  or  resistance,  things  often 
work  themselves  out  for  what  is  best. 
That  is  what  is  meant  when  you  hear  a 
person  say,  “I’ll  be  here  at  eight  o’clock, 
God  willing.”  He  is  following  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Others  know  that  within  them¬ 
selves  without  saying  it  aloud. 

St.  Paul  in  Romans  8:26-29  gives  the 
best  instruction  I  know  on  how  to  realize 
that  a  revelatory  experience  is  truly  of 
the  Spirit  and  not  contrary  to  the  Spirit: 
"...  the  Spirit  comes  to  the  aid  of  our 
weakness.  We  ^o  not  even  know  how  we 
ought  to  pray,  but  through  our  inar¬ 
ticulate  groans  the  Spirit  Himself  is 
pleading  for  us,  and  God  who  searches 
our  inmost  being  knows  what  the  Spirit 
means,  because  He  pleads  for  God’s 
people  in  -God’s  own  way;  and  in 
everything,  as  we  know,  He  cooperates 
for  good  for  those  who  love  God,  and  are 
called  according  to  His  purpose.” 

Again  in  Galatians  5:22,  St.  Paul 
writes:  “But  the  harvest  of  the  Spirit  is 
love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness,  good- 


Ruby  Mae  Jones 
ness,  fidelity,  gentleness  and  self-control 
...  If  the  Spirit  is  the  source  of  our  life, 
let  the  Spirit  also  direct  our  course.  ” 

All  our  lives  we  need  to  make  the  effort 
to  expand  our  personalities  —  mentally, 
morally,  and  spiritually  —  in  a  quiet  and 
thoughtful  way.  Most  of  our  growth  will 
depend  on  our  own  efforts,  with  God  as 
our  helper.  If  we  accept  the  gifts  of  the 
spirit  and  live  by  them,  we  are  most 
likely  to  receive  a  revelatory  experience 
that  is  truly  of  the  Spirit. 

Many  persons  have  Come  to  identify 
Holy  Spirit  primarily  with  the  charis¬ 
matic  movement.  Charismatic  means,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dictionary,  a  divine  gift,  a 
supporter  having  some  divinely  inspired 
power,  as  to  prophecy  or  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  miracles.  I  do  not  believe  we  should 
rule  out  the  miraculous  in  any  form. 

Parapsychology  is  the  study  that  in¬ 
vestigates  the  psychological  aspects  of  ap¬ 
parently  supernatural  phenomena  as 
telepathy,  clairvoyance,  apparitions  and 
such.  Interest  is  growing  in  this  subject 
by  people  in  the  church  and  the  academic 
world.  I  believe  the  church  needs  to  be 
open  to  and  informed  about  the  best  such 
studies.  Contemporary  Christians  should 
beware  of  charlatans,  of  course,  but  we 
shouldn’t  be  too  quick  to  make  accu¬ 
sations.  We  should  be  ready  to  listen 
and  to  learn. 

If  you  believe  in  God  you  already 
realize  we  are  surrounded  by  an  invisible 
spiritual  world.  If  in  light  of  the  gifts  of 
the  Spirit,  we  make  all  our  decisions, 
allowing  for  the  degree  of  our  un¬ 
derstanding,  we  should  be  as  nearly  in 
tune  with  God  as  our  frailties  permit. 

Let  us  go  to  churcffto  celebrate  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  closeness,  yes,  the 
union  with  God,  who  is  Divine  Love.  Un¬ 
der  the  guidance  of  Divine  Love,  God’s 
Spirit  works  and  moves  and  rolls  through 
all  things  —  all  persons,  whoever  we  are 
and  wherever  we  might  be  —  in  today’s 
world  as  in  the  ages  past. 


Do  charismatics  have 
a  place  in  the  UMC? 


we  are  told  to  watch  and  pray.  For  as  in 
the  days  of  Noah,  so  shall  be  the  coming 
of  the  Son  of  man. 

We  are  to  occupy  and  do  God’s  will  un¬ 
til  that  day  when  Jesus  does  come  for  us 
but  we  need  to  always  be  aware  He  may 
return  today.  Even  so,  come  quickly 
Lord  Jesus !  Barbara  L.  Finelli 

Quincy,  Florida 

Would  I  want  letter 
writer  for  a  friend? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  is  a  great  paper.  The 
first  thing  I  read  is  the  main  editorial 
and  then  the  letters.  After  I  read  each 
letter,  I  ask  myself  if  I  would  want  that 
letter  writer  for  my  friend. 

Lately  it  has  been  bothering  me  that  so 
many  letters  sound  so  “unchristian.”  I 
think  it  is  possible  to  strive  for  high  stan¬ 
dards  and  still  show  compassion  for 
others,  and  also  to  be  willing  to  listen  to  a 
viewpoint  different  from  one’s  own. 

May  I  suggest  that  after  writing  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  editor  you  let  the  letter  “sit”  for 
a  few  hours?  After  re-reading  the  letter, 
ask  yourself  “Would  I  want  that  person 
for  a  close  friend?”  Ruth  L.  Harder 
Austin,  Texas 

Under-utilization 
of  lay  speakers  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  a  response  to  Jack  Frost’s  “Let¬ 
ter  to  the  Editor”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21) 

Although  I  am  now  serving  a  pastoral 
appointment  as  a  local  pastor  previous¬ 
ly  I  was  a  certified  lay  speaker  in  three 
conferences  and  a  district  director  of 
lay  speaking,  and  I  have  taught  “lay 
speaking”  in  district  training  schools.  I, 
too,  have  observed  a  disparity  between 
the  certification  of  lay  speakers  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  utilization  of  these 
speakers  on  the  other. 

If  a  person  is  interested  enough  to  meet 
the  qualifications  of  certification  as  “Lay 
Speaker”  he/she  should  be  given  an  oc¬ 
casional  opportunity  to  do  that  for  which 
certification  was  obtained. 

Not  knowing  all  the  facts  in  the 
situation  deplored  by  Mr.  Frost,  I  would 
hesitate  to  comment  specifically  on  his 
being  asked  to  limit  his  remarks  to  “five 
or  seven  minutes.”  Yet,  I  do  believe  that 
the  standards  for  a  lay  person  filling  a 
pulpit  should  be  the  same  as  those  of  the 
ordained  clergy. 

With  reference  to  “Laity  Sunday,”  this 
“Day”  is  frequently  projected  as  a  day 
when  a  lay  person  or  persons  lead  the 
worship  service,  including  the  “ser¬ 
mon,”  and  when  the  pastor  sits  with  the 
rest  of  the  congregation.  I  feel  that  the 
purpose  of  “Laity  Sunday”  is  much 
broader  than  that.  My  concept  of  “Laity 
Sunday”  is  that  it  is  an  occasion  for 
recognizing  the  role  of  the  laity  as  a  cor¬ 
porate  entity  of  the  church,  and  to  en¬ 
courage  individual  lay  persons  to  greater 
commitment  and  discipleship.  Although 
it  is  not  inappropriate  for  a  lay  person  to 
occupy  the  pulpit  on  that  Sunday,  or,  in¬ 
deed,  on  any  other  Sunday,  the  matter  of 
who  brings  the  message  on  “Laity  Sun¬ 
day”  seems  to  me  to  be  of  lesser  im¬ 
portance. 

Certainly,  in  a  very  real  sense,  every 
day  is  “Laity  Day,”  since  it  takes  the 
combined  efforts  of  both  clergy  and  laity 
if  the  work  of  the  church  is  to  be  ac¬ 
complished. 

Congratulations  on  continuing  respon¬ 
sible  journalism. 

Mark  S.  Womack 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 


By  ELIZABETH  D.  BROWNLOW 

The  other  day  I  heard  someone  say: 
“There  isn’t  any  place  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  Pentecostals !  ” 
Please,  won’t  someone  tell  me  this 
statement  is  not  true!  The  man  who  ut¬ 
tered  these  words  was  withdrawing  his 
membership  from  the  local  church  of 
which  I  am  secretary.  I  knew  he  had 
given  much  thought  and  prayer  to  the 
situation.  Both  he  and  his  wife  and  a 
number  of  other  members  —  some  long¬ 
time  members  and  some  just  new  mem¬ 
bers  —  were  still  smarting  from  the  whip 
wielded  by  a  few  “influential  liberals”  to 
which  every  congregation  lays  claim. 

“Turned  on”  Christians  had  made 
their  voices  heard,  but  their  guilt  lay  in 
the  fact  that  their  meetings  were  held  in 
a  charismatic  environment  in  the  early 
evening  of  the  Sabbath.  Eventually  the 
whole  group  was  made  to  feel  that  there 
was  no  place  for  the  charismatic 
meetings  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
—  at  least  not  in  our  local  congregation! 

Are  the  liberals  correct  in  their 
judgment?  Is  there  really  no  place  in  the 
church  for  differences  of  opinion?  Of 
ways  to  worship?  If  this  faction  is 
correct,  then  is  there  a  place  for  dif¬ 
ference  in  dress,  in  Bible  translations,  in 
music  selection.  When  does  secularism 
begin  and  Christianity  end? 

These  are  questions  each  congregation 
needs  to  explore  within  its  own  concept  of 
where  it  fits  in  the  community  and  into 
the  total  structure  of  the  UMC. 

Jesus  said,  “Come  to  me,  all  whose 
work  is  hard,  whose  load  is  heavy;  and  I 
will  give  you  relief.  Bend  your  necks  to 
my  yoke,  and  learn  from  me,  for  I  am 
gentle  and  humble-hearted;  and  your 
souls  will  find  relief.  For  my  yoke  is  good 
to  bear,  my  load  is  light.”  (Matthew 
11:28-30  NEB)  He  does  not  place  a  con¬ 
dition  on  our  coming  to  Him;  He  asks 
only  that  we  learn  from  Him,  and  His 
promise  is  relief. 

I  am  aware  of  the  statement  and 
guidelines  as  set  forth  regarding  the 


United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
charismatic  movement,  but  I  feel  cer¬ 
tain  that  not  as  many  United  Methodist 
Church  members  are  aware  of  the 
guidelines  as  need  to  be.  Perhaps  more 
local  church  congregations  need  to  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  this  stand  adopted  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  in  1976. 

Do  neo-Pentecostal  or  charismatic 
Christians  have  a  place  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church?  My  answer  is. “YES,” 
and  although  I  am  not  a  vocal  witness  for 
my  faith  I  offer  my  hand  and  my  heart  in 
support  of  those  who  unashamedly  wit¬ 
ness  loudly  and  clearly.  I  will  defend 
their  rightful  place  in  any  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation.  I  am  firmly  convinced 
John  Wesley  would  heartily  agree. 

The  pastor  of  our  local  congregation 
only  stands  to  lose  in  this  “no-win” 
situation:  if  the  neo-Pentecostals  leave, 
others  in  their  support  will  leave;  if  the 
neo-Pentecostals  stay,  dissenters  will 
leave.  Our  pastor  has  been  described  as  a 
man  of  deep  and  personal  religious  con¬ 
viction,  and  he  is  roundly  criticized 
because  he  is  content  to  let  the  laity 
make  its  own  decisions.  True  to  the 
methodical  ways  of  Methodism,  he 
believes  the  heart  of  the  successful 
church  is  held  in  the  hands  of  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  congregation.  He  remains  the 
shepherd  and  the  pastor,  but  the  flock 
determines  the  course  the  local  congre¬ 
gation  will  take. 

Someone!  Please  tell  me  it  isn’t  so  that 
there  is  “no  place  for  the  Pentecostals” 
in  our  church!  Don’t  shatter  my  dream 
and  my  hope  that  “where  two  or  three 
have  met  together  in  my  name,  I  am 
there  among  them.”  (Matthew  18:20 
NEB)  We  all  stand  to  lose  unless  we 
come  together  in  acceptance  and  in  love, 
recognizing  that  Jesus  is  there  with  us. 

This  week’s  contributors  are.  Ruby  Mae 
Jones,  a  member  of  Boston  Avenue  UMC 
in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Confer¬ 
ence)  and  Elizabeth  Brownlow,  a  member 
of  the  Valley  Vista  UMC  in  Denver,  Colo¬ 
rado  (Rocky  Mountain  Conference). 
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Intensify  Bible  understanding 
with  15  new  Map  Transparencies! 
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incorporate  the  Supplementary  Unit  into  your  present  collection.  Make  your 
Bible  study  more  effective — order  now!  $49.95.  No.  001730. 

del  Irom  your  Cokosbury  Booksloro  or  Sorvico  Center  Published  by 


Abingdon  Press 

The  Book  Publishing  Depenmenl  ol  The  Unnod  Molhodisi  Publishing  Houso 


NOVEMBER  11, 1983 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Nuclear  drama 
attracts  churches 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Local  church 
groups  across  the  country  are  rallying 
around  an  upcoming  network  television 
documentary,  “The  Day  After,”  which 
dramatizes  the  effects  of  a  nuclear 
explosion  and  has  sparked  threats  of 
legal  retaliation  by  conservative 
activists. 

The  two-hour  ABC  movie  to  be  aired  on 
Nov.  20  is  set  in  Kansas  City  and  depicts 
the  carnage,  epidemics,  limited  supplies, 
violence  and  lawlessness  that  might 
follow  a  nuclear  explosion  above  the  city. 
The  producers  based  the  dramatization 
on  studies  conducted  by  the  government, 
physicians  and  scientists. 

ABC’s  community  relations  office  has 
actively  sought  community  involvement 
in  the  film  by  helping  produce  a  viewer’s 
guide  which  gives  suggestions  on 
organizing  gatherings  to  discuss  the 
movie’s  implications.  The  network 
staged  a  special  screening  in  New  York 
for  some  50  staff  members  of  church 
denominations. 

A  number  of  mainline  Protestant 
agencies,  as  well  as  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations,  have 
urged  their  members  in  newsletters  to 
organize  gatherings  to  discuss  the  film 
and  what  they  can  do  to  avoid  nuclear 
holocaust. 

But  there  are  warnings  about  who 
ought  to  see  the  film.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
through  its  general  secretary,  Haviland 
Houston,  cautioned  that  children  should 
not  see  the  film  at  all  and  that  teen¬ 
agers  should  watch  it  only  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  adults. 

Further,  Ms.  Houston  suggested, 
adults  should  not  watch  the  film  alone. 
She  said  the  main  need  is  to  have  some¬ 
one  with  whom  to  discuss  the  film. 

The  main  concern,  she  said,  is  to  avoid 
a  sense  of  hopelessness  which  might 
come  from  watching  the  dramatization 
of  nuclear  destruction. 

Anti-despair  sessions  planned 

One  type  of  activity  which  has 
galvanized  local  clergy  and  religious 
groups  is  “The  Day  Before  Project,”  a 
series  of  gatherings  planned  after  the 
movie  to  help  avoid  possible  widespread 
“despair”  following  the  frightening 
presentation.  The  project  was  organized 
by  psychotherapists  in  California  and 
has  tapped  local  clergy  and  counselors  to 
“facilitate”  an  expected  150  gatherings 


in  120  communities. 

In  Gainesville,  Fla.,  for  instance,  most 
of  the  225  members  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ  will  be  meeting  in  small  groups 
at  homes  on  the  evening  after  the  movie, 
said  the  church’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Larry 
Reimer.  The  minister,  who  also  serves  as 
a  peace  coordinator  of  the  Florida  United 
Church  of  Christ,  said  the  campus 
ministry  of  the  University  of  Florida  will 
also  hold  a  gathering. 

“One  of  the  real  opportunities  here  is  to 
have  family  and  friends  talk  about  the 
possibility  of  nuclear  war  and  what  we 
can  do  about  it,”  Mr.  Reimer  added. 
“We’re  bringing  it  up  among  people,  and 
in  settings,  where  it  wouldn’t  normally 
be  brought  up.” 

‘Town  meeting’  organized 

In  Jackson,  Miss.,  religious  peace 
activists  have  organized  a  “town 
meeting”  at  St.  James  Episcopal  Church 
that  is  expected  to  draw  100  people.  Katie 
White,  a  member  of  the  Catholic  peace 
organization  Pax  Christi,  is  one  of  the 
event’s  organizers.  She  was  among  300 
local  organizers  who  attended  The  Day 
Before  Project  sessions  held  last  month 
in  15  cities  for  people  who  would  be 
acting  as  “facilitators”  at  community 
gatherings  after  the  movie. 

The  Rev.  John  Keith,  an  Episcopal 
minister  in  Opelika,  Ala.,  said  that  about 
20  clergymen  in  the  area  will  be  leading 
small  gatherings  at  churches  and  homes 
using  the  methods  of  The  Day  Before 
Project.  He  described  it  as  a  “very  non- 
judgmental  process  which  allows  people 
to  respond  to  concerns  about  nuclear 
arms  from  various  perspectives.” 

The  Rev.  David  Wylie  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  of  Northern  California, 
which  has  organized  one  of  the  most 
vigorous  church  efforts,  said  the 
churches  were  involved  in  this  because 
the  movie  could  actually  have  a 
“harmful”  impact  on  people.  “There  will 
be  a  tendency  to  withdraw  and  feel  we 
can’t  do  anything  about  it,”  he  said.  “We 
need  to  turn  a  despair-provoking 
experience  into  a  faith-building  and 
faith-empowering  experience.” 

Meanwhile,  conservative  groups  are 
organizing  their  own  efforts  in  response 
to  the  movie.  The  conservative  watchdog 
group  Accuracy  in  Media  has  sent  letters 
to  450  major  television  advertisers 
labeling  the  movie  as  “one-sided”  in 
favor  of  the  Soviet  view  of  the  arms  race. 


PA 

Zimbabweans  arrest 
Bishop  Muzorewa; 
safety  steps  urged 


KANSAS  CITY  —  Actor  Jason  Robards  (the  Doctor)  has  no  time  to  deal 
with  his  own  anguish  as  he  works  day  and  night  tending  survivors  of  a 
nuclear  attack  that  devastates  Kansas  City  in  “The  Day  After,”  a  drama 
to  be  shown  on  ABC  television  Sunday,  Nov.  20.  Religious  groups  around 
the  country  are  organizing  to  discuss  the  film. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Zimbabwean 
embassy  here  confirmed  to  the  Reporter 
Nov.  4  that  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa, 
resident  United  Methodist  bishop  in  that 
African  country,  has  been  arrested  there 
“because  of  government  evidence  that 
he  has  engaged  in  clandestine 
activities.” 

An  embassy  spokesman  here  gave  no 
details  on  what  those  activities  might 
have  been.  He  said  he  did  not  know  where 
the  bishop  is  being  held  —  that  is, 
whether  under  house  arrest  or  in  prison 
—  and  did  not  know  how  long  he  would  be 
detained.  He  did  say  that  the  bishop  has 
been  allowed  to  see  a  lawyer. 

The  bishop  is  the  former  prime 
minister  of  what  was  then  known  as 
Zimbabwe- Rhodesia.  He  was  first  an  ally 
of  and  now  an  opponent  and  critic  of 
Zimbabwean  Prime  Minister  Robert 
Mugabe. 

The  bishop  immediately  on  his  arrest 
went  on  a  hunger  fast  and  has  refused 
all  liquids,  the  UMC’s  top  mission  execu¬ 
tive  reported  last  Saturday,  Nov.  5,  to 
the  church  press  at  a  Baltimore  briefing. 
The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  reported  the 
bishop  had  been  cleared  of  the  sub¬ 
version  charge  but  was  next  charged 
with  having  conducted  relations  with 
South  Africa. 

United  Press  International,  quoting  the 
bishop’s  lawyer,  said  he  was  arrested 


and  his  passport  confiscated  after  he 
returned  from  Israel.  While  in  Israel  he 
charged  at  a  news  conference  that  Mr. 
Mugabe’s  socialist  government  was 
more  oppressive  than  the  white  minority 
rule  of  former  Rhodesian  Prime  Minister 
Ian  Smith. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  also  reportedly  had 
been  in  South  Africa  recently. 

In  this  country,  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
top  two  officers  —  President  Wilbur  W.  Y. 
Choy  and  James  M.  Ault  —  sent  cables  to 
President  Reagan,  Secretary  of  State 
George  Schultz,  U.N.  Secretary  General 
Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar,  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Mugabe,  Zimbabwean  President 
Canaan  Banana,  and  Kenneth  G.  Greet, 
president,  British  Methodist  Church. 

The  identical  cables  urged  these 
officials  “to  intercede  in  his  behalf,  using 
your  good  office  to  guarantee  his  rights 
and  insure  his  safety  and  that  of  his  fam¬ 
ily.  Similar  cables  or  mailgrams  were 
also  sent  to  all  58  active  UM  bishops 
around  the  world. 

Word  of  the  bishop’s  arrest  reached  the 
African  office  of  the  UM  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York  via  cable  from 
his  administrative  assistant,  the  Rev.  J. 
F.  Munjomo. 

Dr.  Nugent  and  another  executive 
were  to  travel  to  Zimbabwe  this  week  at 
the  request  of  UM  leaders  there,  he  said, 
to  provide  a  “presence”  of  support 
for  the  bishop.  —  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


General  Conference  cutback  aired 

Plan  would  reduce  size  of  total  delegation  in  4-year  session  s 


Family  rescued  from  Grenada 

TENAFLY,  N.J.  —  Safe  at  home  following  10  days  of  uncertainty  on 
Grenada  are  John  Haines,  his  wife,  Greer,  and  their  sons,  Ray,  9,  and 
Paul  2.  Young  Haines  was  five  months  short  of  completing  his  studies  at 
St.  George’s  University  Medical  School  when  U.S.  and  other  troops 
entered  the  island  nation.  The  son  of  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  and  Mrs.  Haines, 
John  Haines  expressed  gratitude  to  U.S.  Marines  and  Rangers  “who  gave 
their  lives  to  get  us  out.”  His  father  is  head  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Recommendations 
were  unveiled  here  last  week  to  reduce 
the  size  of  United  Methodism’s  every- 
four-year  legislative  assembly  called  the 
General  Conference. 

“There  is  a  high  level  of  frustration 
about  how  the  General  Conference  does 
its  work,”  John  Stumbo,  chairperson  of 
the  Study  Committee  on  the  General 
Conference,  told  almost  200  persons  at  an 
issues  briefing  here  last  week  for  news 
reporters  and  heads  of  delegations  to  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

“Our  recommendation  is  to  change  the 
formula  so  the  size  of  the  body  will  be 
closer  to  750,  down  from  the  1,000  who 
will  be  on  the  floor  next  May  1-11,”  said 
Mr.  Stumbo,  an  attorney  from  Topeka. 

“The  size  (of  the  conference)  does 
impact  the  difficulty  it  has  in  doing  its 
work.  A  reduction  would  not  result  in 
substantial  disempowerment  but  would 
produce  substantial  savings,”  he  said. 
The  1984  session  is  expected  to  cost  $2 
million. 

The  committee  studied  all  aspects  of 
the  legislative  body,  he  said.  The 
increasing  number  of  petitions 
(proposals  for  amending  church  law), 
was  another  major  concern,  he  said. 
Some  20,000  petitions  are  expected  to 
face  delegates  for  action  next  May. 

The  first  way  suggested  to  reduce  the 
number  of  petitions  is  to  provide  that 
individual  UMs,  ad  hoc  organizations  or 
groups  would  have  first  to  submit  their 
petition  to  the  administrative  board  of  a 
local  church.  The  local  board  would  have 
to  agree  to  send  it  on  to  General 
Conference,  even  though  it  would  not 
necessarily  have  to  agree  with  or 
approve  the  petition’s  contents. 

“We  do  not  want  to  restrict  access  of 
individual  United  Methodists  to  the 
petition  process,  but  we  do  want  to 
reduce  the  volume  of  petitions,”  Mr. 
Stumbo  said. 

The  committee  is  recommending  that 
a  group  of  about  100  elected  delegates  be 
chosen  the  September  before  a  General 
Conference  convenes  to  “process”  the 
petitions.  Mr.  Stumbo  said  they  would 
have  the  power  to  suggest  ways  to  com¬ 
bine  petitions,  suggest  amendments,  etc., 


to  General  Conference.  The  idea  would 
be  to  give  careful  consideration  to  each 
petition  —  something  that  often  can’t  hap¬ 
pen  because  the  conference’s  legislative 
committees  run  out  of  time  to  deal  with 
the  volume. 

“What  would  happen  to  the  General 
Conference,”  asked  the  Rev.  Ed  Duncan 
of  the  Michigan  Christian  Advocate, 
“when  about  100  of  750  delegates  have  a 
vested  interest  in  the  legislation  and 
have  worked  together  closely  for  sev¬ 
eral  months?”  He  also  questioned 
how  much  money  would  be  saved  by 
having  fewer  delegates  but  having  a 


group  of  them  hold  a  bunch  of  meetings 
before  the  whole  conference  convenes  to 
“process”  petitions. 

Participants  in  the  briefing  also  asked 
whether  the  frequency  of  the  General 
Conference  had  been  studied. 

Mr.  Stumbo  said  it  had  and  that  it  was 
felt  every-two-year  sessions  would  be 
“more  responsive”  but  “too  expensive” 
and  that  a  session  every  six  years  was 
“not  frequent  enough”  and  the  General 
Conference  was  not  likely  willing  to  desig¬ 
nate  power  to  an  interim  governing  body. 

Reporters  and  UMs  heading  their 
annual  conference  delegates  were  the 


primary  participants  in  the  briefing  here 
in  the  city  where  the  1984  session  will  be 
held.  They  heard  presentations  on  major 
legislative  changes  being  proposed  for 
the  UMC’s  diaconal  ministry,  the 
Bicentennial,  funding  proposals,  race 
issues,  pensions,  Christian  unity 
proposals,  the  status  of  women  and  local 
church  needs. 

Possibly  the  most  divisive  issue  here 
was  discussion  about  the  missional 
priority  for  the  next  quadrennium.  The 
Reporter  will  highlight  each  of  these 
issues  in  a  series  of  articles  preceding 
the  May  1  opening. 


Reporter  editors  win  top  citations 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  —  Nine  out  of  13  awards 
given  in  the  newspaper  category  last 
week  by  the  United  Methodist  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Communicators  were  captured 
by  writers  and  editors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  and  UMR-related 
conference  editions. 

In  addition,  the  Reporter  received  two 
of  seven  “Award  of  Excellence”  honors: 
one  for  general  excellence  in  newspapers 
to  Editor-General  Manager  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III.  The  other,  the  Don  Doten 
award  for  excellence  in  writing,  was 
given  to  Reporter  Associate  Editor  John 
A.  Lovelace. 

“The  award  for  general  excellence  is 
for  the  efforts  of  the  entire  Reporter 
staff,  not  of  any  one  person,”  said  Mr. 
Dunnam. 

The  judges  said,  “The  Reporter 
manages  to  cover  the  institutional 
church  in  quite  human  terms  .  .  .  with 
timely  and  aggressive  reporting.” 

Among  the  awards  a  certificate  of 
merit  for  best  news  story  was  given  to 
Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck  for 
his  series  of  stories  covering  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  controversy.  An 
award  for  editorial  content  was  given  to 
the  Reporter’s  April  1  and  April  8  reports 
on  its  investigation  of  the  NCC. 

The  judges  said  the  NCC  coverage  was 
“a  commendable  effort  and  well  done 
. . .  much  more  credible  to  readers  than  a 
recitation  of  stock  answers  to  charges.” 


Mr.  Lovelace  won  the  award  for  best 
feature  story  in  a  newspaper  with  more 
than  10,000  circulation  for  his  stories  Jan. 
7  on  one  Houston  local  church’s  response 
to  the  homeless  and  jobless. 

Five  conference  editors  of  UMR- 
related  editions  also  received  awards  of 
merit: 

Bette  McNear  of  the  Peninsula  Annual 
Conference  won  the  general  excellence 
award  for  a  newspaper,  less  than  10,000 
circulation; 

Beverly  Boche,  editor  of  the  Minnesota 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  won  the 
award  for  best  use  of  illustrative  materi¬ 
al  for  her  Christmas  1982  page;  Dale 
L.  Pollock,  editor  of  Missouri  West, 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  won  best 
feature  story,  newspaper  less  than 
10,000,  for  his  story  on  a  fast  for  hunger. 

Thelma  J.  Monbarren,  editor  of  the 
East  Ohio  Today  edition,  won  best  photo 
feature  for  her  photos  of  a  conference 
confirmation  rally. 

Carolyn  R.  Simms  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference  Reporter  won  the  special 
section  award  for  “The  Call,”  a 
quarterly  supplement  for  United 
Methodist  Women. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck,  editor  of 
Newscope,  the  national  weekly 


newsletter,  and  Associate  Editor  Bette 
Prestwood  dominated  awards  in  the 
chiffch  newsletter  category,  winning 
general  excellence,  editorial  content  and 
best  news  story. 

Other  communicators  honored  with 
Awards  of  Excellence  were:  Arthur  J. 
Moore,  editor  of  New  World  Outlook,  the 
magazine  on  UM  mission.  The  magazine 
won  five  awards  in  magazine  categories. 

Ken  Horn  for  excellence  in  electronic 
media;  Martha  S.  Pilcher  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  for 
excellence  in  photography  and  Nancy 
Bentley  Cunningham  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  for 
excellence  in  special  promotion. 

The  Communicator  of  the  Year  Award 
was  given  to  the  Rev.  Donald  R.  Wood, 
executive  director  of  “Good  News” 
Television,  a  station  owned  by  the  Macon 
(Ga.)  District. 

Mr.  Wood  went  to  the  station  in  1977 
when  it  had  two  black  and  white  cameras 
and  $10,000  in  debts.  In  six  years  the 
station  has  grown  in  value  and  now  has 
four  full-time  and  two  part-time 
employees  and  a  cadre  of  more  than  30 
volunteers,  said  the  Rev.  Mearle  Griffith 
of  the  awards  committee. 

-  SHARON  MIELKE 


Lectionary  critic  feels  vindicated 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

MEMPHIS  —  Edward  E.  McAteer  — 
an  outspoken  leader  here  of  the 
“Religious  New-  Right”  —  says  he  feels 
vindicated  by  the  release  last  month  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
“Inclusive  Language  Lectionary”  (see 
Reporter,  Oct.  21). 

During  the  winter  of  1981,  he  claimed  in 
a  controversial  national  fund-raising 
letter  for  the  Religious  Roundtable,  a 
“new  right”  organization,  that  the  NCC 
lectionary  project  would  remove 
references  to  Jesus  as  the  “Son  of  God” 
from  the  Scriptures. 

His  predictions  then  were  met  by 
denials  from  leaders  related  to  the  NCC 
project. 

But  editors  of  the  new  lectionary  —  a 
collection  of  Scriptures  to  be  read  during 
worship  services  —  did,  in  fact,  replace 
“Son  of  God”  with  the  term  “Child  of 
God,”  among  other  changes  Mr.  McAteer 
had  predicted. 

Mr.  McAteer  told  the  Reporter  he  is 
pleased  to  find  that  several  mainline 
Protestant  leaders  are  raising  concerns 
similar  to  his  about  the  changing  of 
scriptural  language. 

But  he  says  he  is  more  troubled  about 
what  this  episode  says  about  the  NCC: 
Were  members  of  NCC-related 
denominations  deliberately  misled  two 


years  ago? 

A  check  of  Reporter  articles  about  the 
1981  controversy  shows  that  the  response 
from  NCC-related  leaders  was  somewhat 
confusing  because  of  factual  errors  in 
Mr.  McAteer’ s  literature  to  which  the 
NCC  was  responding. 

For  example,  Mr.  McAteer  claimed 
the  NCC  was  writing  a  feminist  version 
of  the  Bible.  The  NCC  countered  that  an 
NCC  division  in  the  fall  of  1980  had 
rejected  a  proposal  to  paraphrase  the 
Bible.  (But  because  the  lectionary 
project  the  NCC  authorized  did  include 
about  60  percent  of  the  Old  Testament 
and  90  to  95  percent  of  the  New 
Testament,  Mr.  McAteer  said  he  thought 
it  was  accurate  to  claim  that  the  NCC 
was  re-writing  the  Scriptures.) 

Also,  Mr.  McAteer’s  literature  gave 
the  impression  the  lectionary  project  had 
been  completed.  NCC  leaders  repeatedly 
discounted  his  criticism  by  saying  the 
writing  committee  had  not  been  named. 

But  other  statements  from  NCC 
leaders  now  appear  to  have  been,  at  best, 
misleading,  Mr.  McAteer  charges. 

“Deity  language”  downplayed 

When  asked  during  1981  about  Mr. 
McAteer’s  claims  that  biblical  titles  for 
Jesus  and  God  would  be  changed,  leaders 
related  to  the  NCC  project  told  the 
Reporter  that  most  of  the  work  would  be 


done  on  verses  where  the  word  “men”  is 
used  and  where  it  was  obvious  the  writer 
or  speaker  meant  “men  and  women.” 

They  said  there  would  be  some 
changes  in  language  that  suggested  God 
has  only  male  characteristics,  which 
might  mean  using  “God”  twice  in  a 
sentence  instead  of  using  “He." 

One  leader  was  quoted  as  saying  the 
lectionary  committee  was  not  being 
instructed  to  deal  with  “Son  of  God” 
language. 

However,  changes  in  language  about 
God  and  Jesus  are  the  main  new 
elements  in  the  lectionary,  its  editors 
noted  at  a  press  conference  last  month. 
Gone  are  “Son  of  God,”  “Son  of  Man,” 
“Lord”  and  “King.” 

Planned  that  way 

Are  these  changes  in  “Deity  language” 
at  odds  with  the  original  goals  of  the 
NCC’s  education  division  which 
authorized  the  lectionary  porject? 

Not  at  all,  the  Reporter  was  told  by  the 
Rev.  David  Ng,  staff  executive  of  the 
education  division. 

The  plan  all  along  was  to  deal  with  the 
male-oriented  titles  for  Jesus  and  God, 
he  said.  Instructions  to  that  effect  were 
established  by  the  NCC  education 
division  in  the  fall  of  1980,  months  before 
Mr.  McAteer’s  letter  campaign,  Dr.  Ng 

In  no  way  has  the  lectionary 


committee  overstepped  its  instructions, 
he  said,  adding  that  he  doesn’t  know  why 
those  instructions  were  not  discussed 
publicly  during  the  1981  controversy. 

Dr.  Ng  assumed  his  post  in  1981  after 
Mr.  McAteer’s  claims  had  been  largely 
“discredited”  and  the  controversy  had 
died  down.  The  persons  quoted  during 
that  “discrediting”  have  moved  on  to 
other  jobs  and  no  longer  are  related  to 
the  lectionary  project,  Dr.  Ng  explained. 

At  one  point  during  February  1981,  Mr. 
McAteer  told  the  Reporter  he  would 
send  another  mass-mailing  to  correct 
errors  in  his  first.  The  next  month,  he 
reneged. 

At  that  time  he  said,  “I  don’t  care  what 
the  NCC  says  or  their  minutes  show,  we 
know  what  they  really  are  doing.” 

Mr.  McAteer  told  the  Reporter  last 
week,  however,  that  he  didn’t  at  that 
time  know  anything  for  sure.  “I  just  had 
this  intuition  which  has  been  proved 
correct.” 

NCC  spokespersons  report  they  have 
received  “surprisingly  little  mail"  since 
the  lectionary  was  released.  During  the 
1981  controversy,  the  NCC  received  more 
than  10,000  mostly  critical  letters. 

Spokespersons  credit  the  generally 
careful  way  in  which  the  “tremendous” 
number  of  news  media  reports  have 
treated  the  new  lectionary  for  the  lower 
level  of  response. 


Thanksgiving  -  Thanksliving 

And  the  best  way  to  live  thankfully  is  to  share  with  others— especially  the 
hungry  and  poor.  The  United  Methodist  Church  has  just  the  right  channel 
for  sharing— The  World  Hanger  Special  Program.  Giving  to  this  pro¬ 
gram  helps  the  hungry  in  many  ways:  •  Emergency  food  provision 

•  Food  production  assistance 

•  Christian  discipleship  regard¬ 
ing  lifestyles  •  Research 
addressing  domestic  hunger 
programs. 


For  Project  information  write: 
United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  Program  Department 
Room  1374.  475  Riverside 
Drive.  New  York.  N  Y.  10115. 
Then,  decide  where  you  want 
your  money  to  go. 
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By  ROY 

Associate  Editor 
The  highly  publicized  church  trial  of 
the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Butts  of 
Montgomery.  Ala.,  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21 
and  Nov.  4)  has  spotlighted  a  little  known 
or  discussed  aspect  of  United 
Methodism. 

An  intricate  UM  judicial  system  is  in 
place  to  deal  with  serious  unresolved 
complaints  about  the  “fitness”  of  any  of 
the  more  than  38,000  United  Methodist 
ordained  ministers  —  or  any  one  of  the 


n  members. 

For  decades,  the  full  system  of  church 
trials  and  appeals  was  hardly  used  at  all, 
says  Thomas  Matheny,  chairman  of  the 
denomination’s  “supreme  court,”  the 
Judicial  Council. 

“I  wouldn’t  say  trials  have 
mushroomed,  but  we’re  certainly 
hearing  about  more  of  them  in  the  last 
four  or  five  years,”  he  says. 

The  increased  use  of  the  system  has 
prompted  several  church  leaders  to 
complain  about  old  and  new  aspects  of  it. 


Rarely  used  judicial 
procedures  aim  to 
reconcile,  protect 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

If  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  complaint  about  the  fitness 
of  his  minister,  it  is  highly  unlikely  that 
complaint  ever  will  reach  a  church  trial. 

A  multi-tiered  system  detailed  on  19 
pages  of  the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline” 
—  and  described  below  —  is  designed  to 
resolve  major  complaints  long  before  the 
trial  stage. 

And  most  complaints  don’t  even  reach 
the  first  level  of  that  multi-tiered  system, 
says  the  Rev  David  Lawson  of 
Indianapolis  who  heads  the  review  of  the 
judicial  process  for  the  UMC’s  General 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Most  individuals  take  their  complaints 
to  their  congregation’s  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee  or  to  their  district 
superintendent,  he  notes. 

But  when  a  solution  can’t  be  reached  at 
that  level,  a  complaint  can  be  made 
formal  and  start  through  the  church's 
judicial  process. 

A  formal  complaint  must  be  in  writing 
about  an  alleged  offense  which  occurred 
within  the  last  two  years.  It  can  be  filed 
only  by  a  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  another  minister,  a  district 
superintendent,  a  bishop  or  the  bishop’s 
cabinet. 

“At  the  heart  of  the  process  should  be 
redemption,”  Mr.  Lawson  says. 

The  Discipline  states  that  trials  should 
be  conducted  only  as  a  last  resort. 

Various  church  leaders  told  the 
Reporter  that  United  Methodists  can  feel 
pleased  to  have  a  system  that  provides 
an  orderly  process  both  for  protecting 
the  integrity  of  ordination  (“which  is  a 
sacred  trust”)  by  determining  if  a 
minister  is  unfit  and  for  insuring  that 
the  rights  of  the  accused  are  not 
“trampled.” 

If  a  minister  chooses  not  to  accept  a 
recommended  solution,  he  or  she  can 
force  an  unresolved  complaint  up  the 
judicial  ladder  and  on  into  a  trial. 

The  route  has  a  few  variations,  but 
generally,  is  similar  to  that  used  for  the 
case  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Butts  of 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  this  year.  The 
numbered  steps  correspond  to  the 
numbered  boxes  on  the  map. 

1 .  Joint  Review  Committee 
of  an  annual  conference. 

The  1980  General  Conference 
established  this  committee  to  go  into  ac¬ 
tion  when  a  “formal  complaint”  is  filed. 

The  setting  is  informal  and  designed  to 
enhance  the  possibility  of  reconciliation. 
All  persons  related  to  the  complaint  have 
the  right  to  share  their  view  in 
confidentiality  before  the  committee. 

Members  come  from  among  the 
annual  conference’s  district  super- 
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i  UMDF?  1SII 

"Yes,"  says  Rosa  Lopez- Opero,  "I 
support  the  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund." 
Rosa  is  a  wife,  mother  and  grand¬ 
mother.  While  she  is  at  work  as  a 
Receptionist,  her  savings  are  help¬ 
ing  to  build  new  churches  and 
renovate  others. 

UMDF  helps  local  churches  ob¬ 
tain  loans  at  affordable  rates  and 
thus  expand  their  ministries.  You  can 
join  UMDF  for  $100  or  more. 
Interest  paid  is  9%. 

At  Christmastime,  consider  mak¬ 
ing  a  gift  investment  in  the  name  of 
a  son,  daughter  or  grandchild.  Some 
tax  advantages  can  follow.  Write  for 
a  free  prospectus  to: 

Ms.  Nova  Langston 
United  Methodist 
Development  Fund 
Room  303- IG 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  NY  10115 
(212)  870-3856 


intendents  and  ministers  on  the  con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

If  some  solution  to  a  problem  cannot 
be  agreed  upon,  the  committee  may 
refer  a  formal  complaint  to  the  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  with  recom¬ 
mendations. 

The  Discipline  does  not  specifically 
require  that  a  formal  complaint  start  at 
this  “reconciling”  level.  Some  church 
leaders  say  they  prefer  to  start  the 
“more  serious”  formal  complaints 
(especially  allegations  of  sexual 
misconduct)  at  a  more  formal  level. 

RECOMMENDATION  A:  Mr.  Lawson 
and  some  other  leaders  who  spoke  to  the 
Reporter  want  the  Discipline  to  require 
that  formal  complaints  first  be  brought 
to  the  Joint  Review  Committee  to  help 
insure  that  attempts  are  made  to 
reconcile  all  parties.  The  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  last 
month  declined  to  endorse  their  view. 

RECOMMENDATION  B:  The  Rev. 
Joseph  W.  Lisenby,  clergy  counsel  for 
Dr.  Butts  during  his  trial,  suggests  that 
an  accused  minister  should  be  able  to 
demand  a  face-to-face  meeting  with  his 
or  her  accusers  before  this  committee. 
That  may  or  may  not  happen  now. 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  Butts,  the  Joint 
Review  Committee  referred  the  case 
with  no  recommendation  to  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

2.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
of  the  annual  conference. 

This  standing  board  of  a  few  dozen 
ministers  discusses  a  formal  complaint 
with  the  help  of  its  members  who  served 
on  the  Joint  Review  Committee.  It  may 
or  may  not  ask  the  accused  minister  to 
make  an  appearance. 

The  board  may  choose  to  do  one  of  a 
number  of  things  detailed  in  the 
Discipline,  including  recommending 
remedial  action  for  the  minister, 
dismissal  of  the  complaint  or 
termination  of  a  person’s  clergy  status. 

In  the  Alabama-West  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  the  board  recommended 
termination  of  Dr.  Butts’  clergy  status. 

Dr.  Butts  refused,  throwing  the  case  to 
the  next  step,  the  Committee  on 
Investigation. 

3.  Committee  on  Investigation 
of  the  annual  conference. 

Seven  ministers  elected  by  the 
previous  annual  conference  session  act 
like  a  “grand  jury”  in  a  civil  trial.  They 
determine  if  there  is  enough  evidence 
supporting  the  formal  complaint  to  make 
it  a  charge  in  a  trial. 

RECOMMENDATION  C:  Mr.  Lisenby 
suggests  that  ministers  who  serve  on  the 
Joint  Review  Committee  or  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  should  be  prohibited 
from  serving  on  the  Committee  on 
Investigation  because  they  are  privy  to 
confidential  information. 

RECOMMENDATION  D:  The  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
is  recommending  that  General 
Conference  drop  “inefficiency”  and 
“incompetence”  from  the  list  of 
chargeable  offenses  because  they  relate 
to  “effectiveness”  rather  than  “fitness” 
for  ministry.  The  Discipline  provides 
other  administrative  solutions  for 
problems  of  “effectiveness.” 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  Butts,  the  Committee 
on  Investigation  recommended  a  trial 
on  the  charges  of  immorality,  “in¬ 
compatible  practices”  and  the  “under¬ 
mining”  of  another  minister. 

4.  Annual  conference 
Trial  Court. 

This  is  conducted  very  much  like  a 
civil  trial  with  “jury”  selection, 
attorneys’  technical  objections,  cross- 
examination,  etc. 

Two  essential  tools  in  the  usual  search 
for  truth  by  civil  courts  are  not  available, 
complains  Joe  Harrell,  UM  layman  and 
legal  counsel  for  the  annual  conference 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0. 
Box  189,  Nashville.  TN  37202. 


Various  changes  are  being  proposed  to 
the  1984  General  Conference  which 
establishes  church  judicial  procedures 
( see  related  story  below  left) . 

For  example,  some  leaders  say  there 
are  too  many  holes  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  judicial  process  which  allow  for 
conflict  of  interest  and  betrayal  of 
confidentiality,  which  tend  to  allow  for 
the  accused  to  be  “railroaded.” 

Other  leaders  complain  that  the 
system  has  so  many  layers  and 
protections  of  the  accused  that  it  is  very 


difficult  to  convict  an  “unfit”  minister 
who  refuses  to  accept  administrative 
solutions. 

Even  at  the  annual  conference  level, 
few  cases  ever  reach  trial.  Jurisdictional 
courts  of  appeals  cases  —  such  as  the  one 
involving  Dr.  Butts  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  last  month  —  are  rare.  The 
Reporter  was  given  estimates  from  each 
jurisdiction  that  indicate  only  about  a 
half-dozen  appeals  nationwide  were 
made  in  the  last  20  years. 

The  trend  today,  however,  is  slightly 


Announcing:  Bicentennial  Pre-publication  Offer 

Lady  Huntingdon,  Whitefield  And  The  Wesleys 

By  ESTHER  T.  BARKER 
H.  Ellis  Finger,  Jr.  Bishop,  Holston  Area  says: 

Esther  Barker  has  written  a  fascinating  volume  about  one  of  the  remarkable  women  in 
the  Wesleyan  Reformation  —  Lady  Huntingdon.  The  volume  does  more  than  dramatize 
the  phenomenal  contributions  ol  this  lay  woman.  It  also  brings  a  freshness  to  the 
ministries  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley  and  George  Whitefield.  as  it  indeed  does  an  equally 
welcome  service  for  clergy  not  so  well  known.  This  splendid  work  should  add  Joy  and 
substance  to  Methodism's  Bicentennial  Celebration." 

Regular  Price  $5.95  plus  $.75  shipping. 

All  orders  received  by  Dec.  15th  will  be 
$4.95  plus  shipping  charges,  and  auto¬ 
graphed. 


Send  order  and  money  to: 
Mrs.  Esther  T.  Barker 
2628  Sevierville  Rd. 
Maryville,  TN  37801 


7  Oct.  27  28 
Denominotionol  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  upholds 
bishop's  ruling,  re¬ 
ceives  annuol  confer¬ 
ence  appeol  of  Court  of 
Appeals  decision. 


6  Ocl.  14 
Jurisdictional  Court  of 
Appeals  reverses  Trial 
Court  conviction. 


5  May  23 

Areo  bishop  rules  on 
minister's  questions 
about  meaning  of  Trial 
Court  sentence. 


3  March  9-10 
When  minister  rejects 
termination,  annual 
conference  Committee 
on  Investigation  acts 
as  grand  jury  and 
determines  trial  neces-r 
sary. 


4  April  11-22 
Annuol  conference 
Trial  Court  acquits  on  ■ 
two  charges,  convicts  f 
on  a  third. 


The  boxes  show  the  United  Methodist  legal  process  for  one  accused 
minister,  the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Butts.  Follow  the  numbers  through  the 
multi-tiered  process  defined  by  the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline.”  See 
story  at  left  for  details. 
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in  the  trial  of  Dr.  Butts. 

“You  have  no  subpoena  powers  here,” 
he  says.  “The  presiding  bishop 
(normally  chosen  from  another  annual 
conference)  puts  out  formal  requests  for 
appearance,  but  the  bishop  has  no 
authority  to  require  a  response.  We  had 
an  important  minister  witness  who 
refused  to  answer  the  bishop’s  request.” 

In  addition,  Mr.  Harrell  says  there  is 
no  strong  disincentive  for  lying  on  the 
witness  stand.  However,  Mr.  Lawson 
points  out  that  both  ordained  ministers 
and  lay  members  are  subject  to  church 
trial  for  lying  under  the  charge  of 
“immorality.” 

RECOMMENDATION  E:  Mr.  Harrell 
said  the  Discipline  should  provide  some 
sort  of  penalty  having  to  do  with  a 
minister’s  relationship  with  the  church 
when  he  or  she  fails  to  answer  a  call  to 
testify. 

The  Rev.  James  P.  Dannelly  Jr. 
contends  the  trials  need  to  be  less  —  not 
more  —  like  civil  trials.  He  was  Mr. 
Harrell’s  partner  in  the  trials  of  Dr. 
Butts,  serving  as  ministerial  counsel  for 
the  Alabama-West  Florida  Annual 
Conference. 

“The  church  operates  better  when  it 
can  deal  with  problems  in  a  less  formal, 
argumentative  and  legalistic  way,”  he 
says. 

“I  don’t  think  the  church  is  geared  or 
by  spirit  is  much  set  up  for  the  whole 
business  of  trials.  Especially  when  open 
to  the  public,  it  puts  the  church  in  a 
totally  different  world  than  it  is 
accustomed  to.” 

Mr.  Dannelly,  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp 
(who  presided  over  the  trial  of  Dr.  Butts) 
and  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
area  (a  former  attorney)  place  some  of 
the  blame  on  the  1980  General 
Conference  for  inserting  a  sentence  into 
the  Discipline  that  allows  civil  attorneys 
to  practice  on  the  floor  of  the  church 
Trial  Court. 

This  just  encourages  rigidity  and 
legalism,  they  contend. 

“We  attorneys  sometimes  like  to  get 
caught  up  in  procedures  and 
technicalities,”  says  Thomas  Matheny, 
chairman  of  the  UMC’s  Judicial  Council. 
“It’s  better  in  the  church  to  retain 
flexibility.” 

RECOMMENDATION  F:  The  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
is  asking  General  Conference  to  bar  civil 
lawyers  from  church  trial  court 
proceedings  other  than  to  give  private 
counsel.  Ministers  would  perform  the 
role  of  trial  attorney. 

RECOMMENDATION  G:  Bishop 
Hodapp  suggests  that  the  Discipline 
require  the  13  ministers  on  the  Trial 
Court  “jury”  be  chosen  from  another 
annual  conference. 


RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 


CLASSIFIED" 


POSITION  OPENING  PROGRAM  COUNSELOR, 
CENTRAL  Illinois  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
with  special  emphasis  in  mission  interpretation, 
health  and  welfare  ministries,  or  higher  education 
and  campus  ministry  Job  description  and 
information  available  from  this  affirmative  action 
employer,  attention  Dr  Chester  E.  Sheldon. 
Director.  P  O  Box  2050,  Bloomington,  IL  61702-2050 . 

309-828-5092.  Resume  submission  deadline 
November  30. 


PECANS  FOR  YOUR  FUND  Raising  Project  Call 
toll  free  800-841-4350.  Orchard  Pecan  Company.  P.  O. 
Box  727  Albany.  Georgia  31702.  Ask  for  Rodney 


“It  is  very  difficult  to  get  a  group  of 
peers  to  convict  another  peer  from  the 
same  conference,”  Bishop  Hodapp  says. 

Thomas  Matheny,  attorney  in 
Hammond,  La.,  adds  that  “ministers  are 
like  lawyers  and  doctors  —  they  tend  to 
protect  each  other.” 

RECOMMENDATION  H:  Mr.  Lisenby 
suggests  no  member  of  the  committees 
and  boards  in  the  first  three  stages  of  the 
judicial  process  be  allowed  to  serve  on 
the  “jury”  or  as  counsel  to  any  parties  in 
the  trial.  This  protects  the  accused  from 
harmful  conflicts  of  interest,  he  says. 

RECOMMENDATION  I:  The  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
is  asking  General  Conference  to  change 
the  statute  of  limitations  from  two  years 
to  three  years. 

“This  gives  the  church  more  time  to 
understand  patterns  of  an  individual’s 
conduct  and  performance”  and  still  be 
able  to  use  all  the  information  should  a 
trial  be  necessary,  says  the  Rev.  Donald 
Treese,  of  the  UMC’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

The  Alabama-West  Florida  Trial  Court 
acquitted  Dr.  Butts  of  the  “immorality” 
and  “incompatible  practices”  charges 
related  to  allegations  of  actions  during 
the  previous  two  years.  It  convicted  him 
of  undermining  another  minister  and 
suspended  him  from  the  ministry  for  two 
years. 

5.  Area  bishop. 

A  convicted  minister  may  ask  his  or 
her  bishop  for  a  ruling  to  more  clearly 
define  the  meaning  of  a  sentence  —  as 
Dr.  Butts  did. 

RECOMMENDATION  J:  Several 
church  leaders  suggested  that  the 
provisions  related  to  such  things  as 
“suspension”  should  be  better  defined  in 
the  Discipline  so  the  terms  wouldn’t  be 
left  so  much  to  the  discretion  of  the 
resident  bishop. 

6.  Jurisdictional  Court  of  Appeals. 

This  court  of  nine  ministers  elected  by 

the  Jurisdictional  Conference  does  not 
hear  witnesses  but  will  re-examine  the 
testimony  of  the  original  trial  to  see  if  the 
evidence  supported  the  verdict  and  if 
there  were  procedural  errors. 

The  Rev.  Allen  Bailey,  chairman  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Court  of 
Appeals,  complains  that  the  court  meets 
so  rarely  that  members  have  few  re¬ 
sources  for  knowing  what  they  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  do.  Some  jurisdictional  courts 
of  appeals  haven’t  met  in  decades. 

Dr.  Bailey’s  court  acquitted  Dr.  Butts 
on  the  “undermining  a  minister”  charge, 
saying  the  evidence  didn’t  support  the 
Trial  Court’s  verdict. 

7.  Judicial  Council. 

All  rulings  on  points  of  law  by  bishops 
are  reviewed  by  this  “supreme  court”  of 
United  Methodism. 

The  Judicial  Council  last  month  upheld 
the  Birmingham  Area  bishop’s  ruling 
that  Dr.  Butts  could  not  stand  for  election 
to  General  Conference  while  he  was 
under  suspension. 

The  “loser”  in  the  court  of  appeals 
may  appeal  to  the  Judicial  Council  on 
strictly  procedural  grounds.  The 
Alabama-West  Florida  Annual 
Conference  has  done  just  that  in  the  case 
of  Dr.  Butts.  The  Judicial  Council  will 
decide  later  whether  to  consider  if  Dr. 
Butts’  suspension  should  stand. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


toward  the  beginnings  of  American 
Methodism  200  years  ago,  says  Bishop 
Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois  Area. 

Then,  church  trials  were  a  way  of  life. 
Bishop  Hodapp  says  historians  have 
found  that  during  the  first  50  years  of 
Methodist  history,  perhaps  a  quarter  of 
the  ministers  were  tried  by  the  church  at 
least  once  to  maintain  strong  moral 
standards  in  the  growing  frontier 
denomination. 

During  the  last  three  years,  the  two 
annual  conferences  under  Bishop 
Hodapp’s  administration  have  generated 
one  local  trial,  two  cases  before  the 
North  Central  Jurisdictional  Court  of 
Appeals  and  two  cases  before  the 
Judicial  Council.  In  addition,  Bishop 
Hodapp  was  the  presiding  officer  for  the 
two-week  trial  of  Dr.  Butts  in  Alabama. 

The  increase  in  church  trials  is  related 
to  the  culture,  Bishop  Hodapp  says:  “The 
clergy  just  are  not  as  willing  to  submit  to 
authority  in  the  same  way  as  in  the 
past.” 

“Minister  rights  have  really  become 
popular,”  Mr.  Matheny  suggests.  The 
more  a  minister  asserts  his  or  her  rights, 
the  more  likely  complaints  will  end  up  in 
a  trial,  he  says. 

The  Rev.  Allen  Bailey  views  the 
increase  in  trials  more  pessimistically. 
He  is  the  chairman  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Court  of  Appeals. 

“I  think  these  trials  are  a  symptom  of 
an  underlying  sickness  in  our  church,” 
he  says.  “Leadership  problems  lead  to 
trials.” 

During  the  early  years  of  the 
denomination,  church  trials  of 
laypersons  also  were  common  to 
maintain  church  standards. 

But  “I’ve  heard  of  only  one  since  I 
came  on  the  Judicial  Council  in  1972,” 
Mr.  Matheny  says.  “A  couple  was 
accused  of  general  disruption  of  a  small 
rural  church.  I  never  heard  how  it  came 
out.” 

United  Methodism’s  “Book  of 
Discipline”  details  the  rarely  used  pro¬ 
cess  of  bringing  charges  against  a  lay¬ 
person: 


Clergy  may  be  tried  for: 

•  Immorality. 

•  Disobedience  to  the  Order  and  Disci¬ 
pline  ol  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

•  Practices  declared  by  the  UMC  to  be 
incompatible  with  Christian  teachings. 

•  Crime. 

•  Failure  to  perform  the  work  of  the 
Ministry  —  (a)  indifference,  (b)  incompe¬ 
tence,  (c)  inefficiency. 

•  Dissemination  of  doctrines  contrary  to 
the  established  standards  of  doctrine  of 
the  Church. 

•  Relationships  and/or  behavior  which 
undermines  the  ministry  of  another 
pastor. 

Lay  members  may  be  tried  for: 

•  Immorality. 

•  Crime. 

•  Disobedience  to  the  Order  and  Disci¬ 
pline  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

•  Dissemination  of  doctrines  contrary  to 
the  established  standards  of  doctrine  of 
the  Church. 


•  Charges  must  be  in  writing. 

•  The  offense  (see  box)  must  have 
occurred  within  two  years. 

•  A  pastor-appointed  Committee  on 
Investigation  consisting  of  seven  lay 
members  of  the  church  may  throw  out 
the  charges  or  set  up  a  process  that  could 
lead  to  trial. 

•  The  district  superintendent  is  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  trial  and  the  jury 
is  composed  of  members  of  the  accused’s 
congregation.  There  is  a  right  of  appeal 
to  a  higher  lay  court.  A  convicted  person 
could  be  pulled  from  a  church  office  or 
could  lose  church  membership,  for 
example. 

The  UMC’s  judicial  system  also  is  used 
for  clarifying  questions  of  law  in  many 
issues.  The  virtual  non-use  of  the  system 
for  trials  of  lay  members  has  made  it 
much  more  like  a  professional  review 
system  in  which  members  of  the  clergy 
profession  pass  judgment  on  other 
members,  many  observers  say. 

How  that  system  works  is  described  in 
a  related  article  at  left. 


Court  hands  down 
rulings  on  clergy 


WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS,  W.  Va. 
(UMNS)  —  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  can,  “under  certain 
circumstances,”  adopt  requirements  for 
clergy  seeking  conference  membership 
beyond  those  specified  in  “The  Book  of 
Discipline,”  the  denomination’s  “Su¬ 
preme  Court”  said  Oct.  28  here. 

Any  such  additions  must  not  “conflict 
with  the  Disciplinary  provisions  or  their 
spirit  or  intent,”  the  nine-member 
Judicial  Council  said  unanimously.  The 
ruling  expands  a  decision  handed  down 
in  October,  1982,  pertaining  to  sexual 
orientation  of  clergy  candidates. 

In  its  1982  decision  saying  that  nothing 
in  United  Methodist  church  law  prohibits 
ordination  of  a  homosexual,  the  high 
court  had  said  that  an  annual  conference 
“may  not  add  to,  nor  subtract  from,” 
requirements  for  clergy  requirements 
established  by  the  General  Conference. 

In  its  action  here,  the  court  said  that 
phrase  “was  not  necessary  to  the 
decision  in  that  case”  since  “there  had 
been  no  attempt  by  an  Annual 
Conference  to  make  any  change  in  the 
disciplinary  requirements  and  we  were 
not  asked  whether  an  Annual  Conference 
might  constitutionally  do  so . 

The  question  as  to  whether  an  annual 
conference  can  add  additional 
requirements  that  do  not  conflict  with 


General  Conference  legislation  “can  be 
answered  definitively  only  with  relation 
to  a  particular  adopted  or  proposed 
additional  requirement,”  the  Judicial 
Council  said,  “for  potential  conflict 
cannot  be  determined  in  a  vacuum.” 

The  court  said,  “We  recognize  the 
possibility  that  an  Annual  Conference 
may  properly  adopt  for  its  own  purposes 
a  requirement  for  admission  to 
conference  membership  in  addltipn  to, 
but  not  in  conflict  with,  those  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference.” 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible 

LOOK  IT  0VEj)[  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Bo*  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


mOA  ESCORTED  Particularly 

UNITED 

1  M  A/I  Planned  for 

lllUI  TOURS 

METHODISTS 

CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  March  2  -  9 

A  brand-new  itinerary  on  one  of  the  world's  most  famous  ships, 
the  VISTAFJORD  (Norwegian  registry).  Board  in  Florida  to  some 
of  the  most  unusual  ports  in  the  Caribbean  -  St.  Croix,  tiny  St. 
Barts,  St.  Maarten,  and  colorful  Haiti. 


HOLY  LAND  CRUISE  April  11  -  24 

Fly  to  Athens  to  embark  on  the  STELLA  SOLARIS  (Greek  registry). 
Besides  Palm  Sunday  in  Jerusalem,  visit  the  Pyramids  in  Egypt, 
Turkey,  the  white-washed  Greek  Isles.  Ancient  history  comes  alive, 
natural  beauty  abounds. 


COLONIAL  SOUTH  CRUISE  April  27  -  May  5 

Our  brand-new  motor  vessel,  the  NEWPORT  CLIPPER  (U.S.  reg¬ 
istry),  sails  to  St.  Simons  Island  and  Beaufort.  Explore  historic 
Charleston  including  restored  mansions  and  Fort  Sumter.  See 
beautiful  Hilton  Head  Island  too. 

T1 


BRITISH  ISLES  CRUISE  May  16  -  28 

Fly  to  London  to  board  the  ROYAL  VIKING  SEA  (Norwegian  reg- 
stry).  Sail  in  deluxe  comfort  to  Edinburgh  and  the  Isle  of  Skye 
n  Scotland,  Dublin,  the  Shetland  Islands.  Also  visit  the  Norwegian 
jords  fdr  several  days. 


FREE 


Fill  out  this  coupon,  clip  and  send  for  free  illustrated  brochures  giving 
complete  details.  Brochures  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  they  are  printed. 

□  S.  America  Cruise  □  Scandinavia  □  Western  USA  □  Oberammergau 

□  Trans-Canal  Cruise  □  India  □  Caribbean  Q  Holy  Land  Cruise 

D  D®Ha  Queen  Q  South  Pacific  □  Alaska,  Can.  Rockies  Q  Colonial  South  Cruise 

□  China  □  North  Cape  □  British  Isles  Cruise 

Write: 

U.M.  TOURS  Name  _ 

Wayfarer  Group  Travel  Addre« 

2200  Victory  Parkway  ^caress  - - - - 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206  City,  State _ Zip _ 11ME83 


UTOc 


The  General  Commission  on  Communication 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 

is  now  accepting  applications 
POm  for  the  executive  position  of 

General  Secretary 

Candidates  must  have  working  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  policies  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  be  experienced  in  communications  media 
and  its  new  technologies,  possess  strong  executive  abilities  to  build  and 
manage  budgets  and  provide  creative  leadership.  For  complete  details  and 
job  description,  write  to  Mr.  George  Koehler,  UMCom  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Gateway  Communications,  Inc.,  Suite  612, 
Executive  Building,  Cherry  Hill,  New  Jersey  08002. 
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Bicentennial  Program 
Begins  at  Shongaloo 

This  was  a  scene  at  Old  Shongaloo  United  Methodist  Church  when  it  opened 
observance  recently  leading  to  the  bicentennial  celebration  of  the  establishment  of 
Methodism  in  the  United  States.  Pictured  in  front  of  the  church  are  the  pastor.  Rev. 
Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.,  left,  and  a  former  pastor,  Rev.  Lael  Jones  of  Shreveport,  right, 
who  rode  the  horse  to  a  service  to  signify  the  old-time  circuit-riding  ministers  who 
brought  Methodism  to  groups  of  early  churches.  Rev.  Jones  was  preaching  in  a 
revival  at  the  church  at  that  time.  For  that  evening,  most  women  of  the  church  wore 
bicentennial  dresses,  and  selections  in  a  song  service  were  hymns  from  that  early 
period.  1983  is  designated  as  the  year  of  preparation  for  Methodists’  celebration  of  the 
bicentennial  in  1984. 


New  Parsonage  Built  at  Live  Oak 


This  is  an  outside  view  of  the  new  parsonage  that  was  recently  built  for  Live  Oak 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  officiated  at  services  officially  consecrating  the  new  parsonage  at  Live  Oak 
UMC.  Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  are  Henrietta  Thames,  Chairperson  of  Parsonage 
Committee;  Jim  Underwood,  Administrative  Board  Chairman;  Dr.  Burton  Blair, 
pastor  of  Live  UMC,  and  Mrs.  Ginger  Blair;  Bob  Morrison,  Finance  Chairman;  and 
Wylie  Harris,  United  Methodist  Men  representative. 


Spiritual  Life  Retreat 
Scheduled  For  November  28-29 


The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  is  offering  a 
Spiritual  Life  Retreat  to  be  held  at  Caney 
Conference  Centre  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Advent  season,  November  28-29.  Dr. 
William  Mallard,  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  and  guest  for  the  retreat,  has 
chosen  for  the  theme,  “The  Advent  of 
Christ  and  The  Spirit  in  Luke-Acts.”  Dr. 
Mallard  describes  the  theme  as  “the 
structure  and  direction  of  the  gospel 
story  in  Luke-Acts  with  emphasis  on  the 
motif  of  ‘coming’  as  a  key  for 
interpreting  the  message  of  the  two 
books.” 


Dr.  William  Mallard  is  professor  of 
Church  History  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  has  been 
on  the  faculty  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology  since  1957,  where  he  received 
the  outstanding  faculty  award  at  Emory 
in  1968.  In  addition,  he  received  the 
Emory  Williams  Distinguished  Teaching 
Award  from  Emory  in  1981. 

Registration  fee  for  the  Spiritual  Life 
Retreat  is  $10.  Those  interested  should 
send  their  registration  fee,  along  with 
name,  address,  and  phone  number  to 
Rev.  Don  McDowell,  6312  Sandbeach 
Blvd.,  Shreveport,  LA 71105. 


The  Missional  Priority 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference 


By  DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 

The  1980-84  quadrennium  is  rapidly 
winding  down,  and  in  a  few  months  the 
General  Conference  will  convene  in 
Baltimore,  where  the  Christmas 
Conference  was  called  to  order  in  1784,  in 
Lovely  Lane  Chapel.  In  that  first 
Conference  the  pastors  of  the  fifty-one 
churches  reported  their  memberships, 
and  forty-six  of  them  reported  Negro 
members.  Now  it  is  195  years  later,  and 
statistics  indicate  an  increase  in  ethnic 
minority  growth.  There  are  18,000 
Asians,  350,000  Blacks,  38,000  Hispanics 
and  14,000  Native  Americans  in  the 
denomination. 

It  is  this  element  of  the  membership 
that  United  Methodists  have  been 
concerned  about  during  this 
quadrennium  under  the  program  labeled 
Missional  Priority,  with  special 
emphasis  on  ‘‘Strengthening  and 
Developing  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church.”  The  local  churches  in  the 
Conference  have  played  an  important 
role  in  helping  to  carry  out  the  mandate 
of  the  1980  General  Conference.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  contributed  $65,480 
in  1981,  and  in  1982,  $67,635,  with  30 
percent  being  retained  each  year  for 
Conference  use. 

From  1980  through  1982  the  EMLC 
Task  Force  has  funded  Conference 
projects  in  the  amount  of  $56,738.  The 
General  Church  agencies  have  funded 
some  of  the  same  projects  in  the  amount 


of  $60,250,  for  a  combined  total  of 
$116,988.  TTiese  funds  were  used  in  the 


following  manner: 

Fifteen  program  projects  $69,888 

One  Continuous 

Scholarship  Fund  $  9,300 

Seven  church  renovations  $36,700 

One  church  relocation  $  1,100 


Disbursements  since  January,  1983  are 
not  accounted  for  here.  Seminars  and 
workshops  at  the  local  church  or  cluster 
level  were  not  funded. 

During  this  same  period  (1980-1982)  the 
Support  For  Action  Ministry  (SAM 
FUND)  Committee  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  funded 
Ethnic  Minority  projects  such  as  day 
care  centers,  Metropolitan  Ministries, 
community  centers,  Spanish  Ministry, 
salary  supplement  and  other  programs 
for  a  total  of  $44,208. 

The  Board  of  Ministry  has  provided 
scholarships  for  all  students  studying  for 
ministerial  degrees  in  accredited 
seminaries. 

The  contributions  from  these  two 
Conference  agencies  have  constituted  a 
high  degree  of  interest  on  the  part  of 
Conference  leadership,  district  super¬ 
intendents,  pastors  and  laity  in  a  united 
effort  to  fulfill  the  Missional  Priority. 

The  Conference  EMLC  Task  Force  will 
always  be  grateful  to  the  district  super¬ 
intendents,  pastors  and  laity  for  the 
support  they  have  given  and  will 
continue  to  give  to  this  Quadrennial 
Program  emphasis. 


Confirmation  Workshops  Well  Attended 


Tom  Dunbar,  right  front,  and  H.  A.  “Pete”  Harrington,  seated  to  his  right,  are 
shown  leading  the  Confirmation  Workshop  at  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  Participants  were  the  pastors  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  and  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  Districts.  Superintendents  Moses  Jackson  and  Ken  Reed  served  as 
co-sponsors  with  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship. 


New  Bell  Rings  Out 
In  Ethel  Community 


On  Sunday  September  24  the  Ethel  United  Methodist  Church  dedicated  a  new 
bell  for  the  bell  tower.  Pictured  above  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  are 
Dr.  Ken  Reed,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Superintendent;  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover, 
pastor  of  Ethel  UMC;  and  M.  Ney  Williams,  Lay  Leader.  For  many  years 
the  bell  that  had  been  in  the  church  was  cracked  and  could  not  ring.  Now  a 
new  bell  rings  out  a  welcome  in  the  Ethel  community  every  Sunday. 

The  dedication  was  held  to  give  thanks  for  the  people  that  made  the  bell  possible. 
The  church  is  proud  of  what  they  now  have.  “This  bell  is  like  a  symbol  of  things  to 
come  in  this  rural  church  and  a  new  sound  is  heard.  Faith  is  increasing.  Joy 
fills  the  air,"  said  Rev.  Hoover. 


Deaths 


Mrs.  Ida  T.  Love,  widow  of  Rev.  Ira  A. 
Love,  died  October  27.  1983.  She  is 
survived  by  three  daughters,  Oleta  Love 
Truax,  Katherine  Love  Truax  and 
Carolyn  Love  Flowers. 

Mrs.  Eda  Pearl  Gieck,  widow  of  Rev. 
John  G.  Gieck,  died  November  6,  1983. 


She  is  survived  by  a  son,  John  C.  Gieck. 

Mrs.  Evelyn  H.  Freeman,  widow  of 
Rev.  Ephraim  Freeman,  died  October 
27,  1983.  She  is  survived  by  a  son,  Mr. 
Ephraim  Freeman,  Jr.,  968  Elysian  Dr., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70810. 


Blackwater  Scout  Helps 
Dedicate  New  Chapel 


The  newly  built  Reimer-Schneider  Chapel  on  the  Avondale  Scout  Reservation  near 
Clinton  was  dedicated  in  a  service  Sunday,  September  18.  Wes  Forman,  from 
Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church,  read  scripture  during  the  dedication  service 
attended  by  nearly  200  Scouts  and  Scouters. 


International  Lesson  Series 


God’s  Called  Out  People 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Coloss  ia  ns  3:1-3;  4:5-6;  I  Peter  2:9-17 

What  are  God’s  People  “called-out”  to 
do  and  to  be?  Using  the  term  “church” 
not  as  some  structure  or  organization  but 
as  a  synonym  for  “God’s  people,”  we 
ask,  “What  is  the  church  called  to  do  and 
to  be?” 

Reading  the  religious  pages  in  the 
newspapers  and  listening  to  special 
announcements  on  radio  and  television 
or  checking  the  sermon  titles  of  a  variety 
of  churches  makes  us  wonder.  We 
wonder  what  the  Church  considers  its 
mission,  its  purpose,  its  focus  to  be. 
Surely  every  church  of  today  must  have 
those  peripheral  programs  which 
entertain,  entice,  feed,  etc.  But,  if  we 
looked  into  the  scriptures  for  our  answer 
to  the  question,  we  would  find  our 
mission  much  more  serious  and  much 
more  dynamic  than  most  of  us  allow  it  to 
be. 

Paul,  writing  to  the  “saints  and  faithful 
brethren  in  Christ  at  Colossae,”  tells 
these  Christians  that  they  have  died  but 
raised  with  Christ  (symbolized  by  their 
baptisms)  and  are  new  persons  in  Him. 
So,  they  must  seek  those  things  which  are 
above  (spiritual  things),  and  they  are  to 
keep  their  minds  focused  on  spiritual 
things.  Later  Paul  tells  them  they  are  to 
reach  out  to  the  unsaved  and 
unchurched,  always  being  friendly  and 
open  in  their  approach. 

We’re  grateful  for  Paul’s  contribution 
to  our  lesson  for  today  but,  in  this 
writer’s  opinion,  the  greatest  inspiration 
comes  from  the  passage  from  I  Peter. 
The  ninth  verse  tells  so  much.  The  people 
of  God,  the  Church,  is  called  to  be  a  royal 
priesthood  and  a  holy  nation.  This  is  not 
to  make  us  feel  egotistically  superior, 
however,  for  it  means  we  are  to  be 
servants  of  Christ,  willing  to  do  His 
bidding,  regardless  of  what  they  may  be. 
The  people  of  God  are  special  human 
beings !  In  the  time  of  the  scripture,  there 
was  much  thought  of  the  “end-time” 
when  Jesus  would  come  again  and 
everything  would  be  consummated 


according  to  God’s  purpose.  Many  people 
thought  this  second  coming  was 
imminent,  some  even  divesting 
themselves  of  their  earthly  possessions 
in  preparation  for  the  end.  But,  soon  they 
learned  that  things  were  not  going  to  end 
immediately.  Their  special-nature  would 
have  to  be  maintained  for  a  longer  period 
of  time  than  anyone  thought.  It’s  one 
thing  to  respond  experimentally  to  the 
excitement  of  a  revival  meeting,  but  it’s 
another  to  keep  that  high  level  of  vital 
religious  involvement  over  a  period  of 
time.  This  takes  special  people. 

The  “called-out”  people  of  Colossae 
are  special  people.  Furthermore,  they, 
having  been  “chosen”  (or  hand-picked) 
and  given  status,  are  given  purpose. 
They  are  to  witness  to  the  world  of  the 
wonderful  works  of  God,  especially  of 
that  wonderful  enlightenment  and 
redemptive  action  personally  involving 
them.  They  are  to  “declare  the 
wonderful  deeds  of  him  who  called  you 
out  of  darkness  into  his  marvelous  light.” 

Isn’t  this  the  charge  given  the  “special 
people”  of  today?  We  have  died  with 
Christ  (baptism)  and  been  raised  with 
him.  We  have  been  chosen  by  God  for 
special  position  and  privilege  but  also  for 
special  responsibility.  We  are  a  chosen 
race,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation 
and  God’s  own  people  specifically  for  the 
purpose  of  witnessing  to  the  works  of  the 
one  who  calls  and  saves  us. 

Isn’t  that  a  marvelous  line  of  scripture, 
“who  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his 
marvelous  light?”  And,  isn’t  it  an 
accurate  description  of  the  vision  one 
experiences  when  he/she  truly  offers 
his/her  total  life  to  Christ? 

What  is  the  Church  called  to  do  and  to 
be?  We  are  called  out  of  mediocrity  to  be 
really  special  people  who,  receiving  and 
accepting  the  light  which  is  Christ,  help 
to  lead  others  out  of  worldly  darknesses 
into  redemptive  fellowship  with  Him.  We 
do  this  through  our  own  Christian  lives 
and  witness. 

Birth  Announcement 

Janey  Linn  Humphries,  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Humphries,  was 
born  October  29, 1983. 
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Editorial 

Another  type  of  ‘pledge’  drive 
Worthy  of  the  church’s  attention 


It  is  doubtful  that  Christians  are  any 
•more  immune  to  the  temptation  to  use 
alcohol  and  other  harmful  drugs  than  the 
population  at  large.  But  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  in  Rhode  Island  is  ef¬ 
fectively  demonstrating  that  the  church 
-ban  help  its  youthful  members  resist  that 
•temptation. 

In  case  you  missed  the  story  in  a  mid¬ 
summer  issue  of  the  Reporter,  members 
♦Of  Trinity  l)MC  in  Providence  took  their 
Sue  from  a  church  family  whose  10-year- 
•old  son  complained  of  being  pressured  by 
peers  at  school  to  “smoke  pot.” 
Congregational  leaders  responded  by 
devising  a  special  “pledge”  program  for 
their  youth.  Unlike  most  pledge  programs 
this  time  of  year,  this  one  involves  no 
money  —  it  does  involve  educational 
components,  including  visits  with  a  drug 
and  alcohol  addiction  counselor  and  the 
local  prison  for  juvenile  offenders. 

The  heart  of  the  “pledge”  program, 
however,  is  also  its  distinctively 
Christian  contribution:  an  invitation  to 
young  people  to  pledge  at  the  church 
altar  that  they  “will  abstain  from 
drinking  alcoholic  beverages,  from 
smoking,  and  from  taking  any  drugs  that 
;may  harm  the  body,  confuse  the  mind,  or 
[Weaken  the  will.” 

-  According  to  leaders  of  the  Trinity 
congregation,  the  “pledge”  program  was 
a  “tremendous  success”  during  its  first 
year.  An  initial  group  of  15  youth  who 
made  the  pledge  are  still  holding  fast  to 
tfieir  vows.  A  second  group  of  16  recently 
Imade  the  same  pledge.  The  program  also 

betters  to  the  editor 


has  attracted  the  support  of  local  com¬ 
munity  leaders,  including  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Rhode  Island  Family  Court. 

We  believe  that  leaders  of  the  Trinity 
congregation  have  found  a  valid  and 
valuable  means  for  Christians  to  counter 
negative  peer  pressure  with  positive  peer 
pressure.  Additionally,  and  equally  as 
important,  the  Trinity  “pledge”  involves 
the  individual  in  a  solemn  commitment 
to  God.  A  vow  made  in  the  presence  of 
God,  one’s  family  and  fellow  church 
members  to  refrain  from  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse  produces  a  predictably 
powerful  desire  and  sense  of  personal 
responsibility  to  resist  “going  along  with 
the  crowd.” 

In  light  of  the  growing  acceptance  of 
alcohol  and  drug  use  in  our  society,  we 
encourage  leaders  of  other 
congregations  to  consider  developing  a 
similar  “pledge”  opportunity  for  their 
youth  members  —  To  be  most  effective, 
it  should  be  constructed  so  as  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  voluntary,  and  to  include  a 
chance  for  individuals  to  write  their  own 
pledge  if  they  so  desire.  Needed  also  are 
continuing  efforts  to  inform  young  and 
old  persons  alike  about  the  dangers  of 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  and  to  provide 
skilled  Christian  counseling  for  persons 
needing  help  with  alcohol  and  drug- 
related  problems. 

(Additional  information  regarding 
Trinity’s  “pledge”  program  can  be 
secured  from  Trinity  UMC,  Bridgham 
Street  at  Trinity  Square,  Providence, 
Rhode  Island  02907. ) 
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My  Witness 

Rebuilding  and  recreating  our  faith 
in  God  should  be  important  adult  goal 


By  SARA  ASHTON 

“Let  the  little  children  come  to  me  and 
do  not  forbid  them;  for  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  God.” 

As  children  we  have  faith  in  other 
people  and  in  God.  We  [mst  that  we  will 
be  taken  care  of,  and  love*.’  and  that  God 
loves  us  and  will  care  for  us.  One  of  the 
songs  we  learn  as  little  children  is  “Jesus 
Loves  Me.” 

As  adults  this  faith  in  other  people  and 
God  tends  to  decline  as  we  cortie  face  to 
face  with  the  responsibilities  of  life.  We 
are  faced  with  the  demands  and  hard¬ 
ships  life  has  to  offer  and  find  themselves 
asking  questions  like  “Where  is  God?” 


“How  do  I  know  God  exists?”  “Why 
doesn’t  God  answer  my  prayers?”  We 
may  even  find  ourselves  turning  away 
from  the  church. 

We  may  not  be  able  to  have  perfect 
knowledge  about  the  many  demands  of 
living.  But  we  can  maintain  our  trust  in 
God.  The  love  He  created  has  purpose 
which  may  be  beyond  our  understanding. 
That  is  the  kind  of  faith  that  gives  us  a 
reason  for  living,  and  enables  us  to  ven¬ 
ture  boldly  into  the  unknowns  of  life. 

Just  as  the  decline  of  faith  is  gradual, 
so  is  the  rebuilding  of  faith.  The 
rebuilding  process  takes  effort,  patience, 
and  most  of  all  commitment  —  a  com¬ 


mitment  based  on  the  love  of  God  and  His 
purpose,  and  a  commitment  to  daily 
prayer  and  Bible  reading. 

Our  goal  as  adults  is  to  redirect  and 
recreate  our  faith  in  God. 

As  Jesus  said,  “Whoever  does  not 
receive  the  Kingdom  of  God  as  a  little 
child  will  by  no  means  enter  it.” 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Sara 
Ashton,  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Dallas,  Texas. 


Here  I  Stand 


Is  ‘juggling’  of  church  liturgy  really  worship? 


By  A.  JEROME  CAIN 
With  mainline  churches  underfire  and 
our  own  United  Methodist  Church 
seemingly  on  dead  center  so  far  as 
growth  is  concerned,  one  cannot  but  ask 
“why?” 

Could  it  be  that  we  have  lost  the  pat¬ 
tern  for  worship  that 
made  our  church 
great?  Have  we 
substituted  formal¬ 
ity  to  the  point  of 
our  services  taking 
on  the  feeling  and 
appearance  of  the 
Catholic  Church  of 


Mr.  Cain 


earlier  years,  or  on  the  other  hand,  be¬ 
coming  so  stereotyped  in  everyone  fol¬ 
lowing  the  lectionary  that  the  service 
has  lost  its  originality,  coherence  and 
beauty?  (For  those  not  familiar  with  the 
lectionary,  it  is  a  guide  for  the  service 
furnished  to  our  ministers  with  a  sug¬ 
gested  order  of  worship,  three  scripture 
lessons  —  Old  Testament  reading,  the 
Gospel  and  the  Epistle  —  along  with  an 
outline  of  a  suggested  sermon  subject) .  It 
is  not  unusual,  if  one  listens  around,  to 
find  that  many  preachers  used  the  same 
outline  and  preached  basically  the  same 
sermon  on  a  given  morning. 

The  juggling  of  the  Order  of  Worship 


BHEM  proposal  shows  Christian  wisdom 


iTothe  Editor: 

>  I  commend  the  General  Board  of 
^Higher  Education  and  Ministry  for  their 
^courage  in  recommending  that  UM 

*  ministerial  candidates  promise  to  ob¬ 
serve  “fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy 
tjn singleness”  (seeUMR,  Oct.  28). 

'  This  is  certainly  a  re-affirmation  of 
time-proven  Christian  wisdom  on 
sexuality.  The  board’s  timing  seems 
providential,  coming  just  before  Refor¬ 
mation  Sunday.  One  of  the  ills  in  Martin 
Luther’s  era  that  caused  a  widespread 
cry  for  reform  was  immorality  among 
the  clergy.  Our  UMC  board’s  recom¬ 
mendation  is  very  much  in  order. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Bisbee,  Arizona 

Are  we  saying  ‘celibacy’ 
but  meaning  ‘chastity’? 

;  To  the  Editor  : 

According  to  the  article  “  ‘Fidelity’ 
t*  guery  gains  momentum”  (UMR,  Oct:. ’28) 

*  there  is  a  groundswell  to  require  United 
Methodist  ministerial  candidates  to 

.  promise  that  they  will  observe  “fidelity 
,,in  marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness.” 
.  /  The  phrase  “celibacy  in  singleness” 
.doesn’t  make  sense.  It  is  redundant.  The 
‘  '  Webster’s  Collegiate  Dictionary  I  have 
.  .defines  “celibacy”  as  “state  of  being  un- 
' married;  single  life,  esp.  that  of  one 
1  t>ound  by  vows  not  to  marry.” 

I  suspect  that  those  UM  agencies  who 
p  support  this  phrase  really  support  the 
L -.concept  of  “chastity  in  singleness.”  Or 
J  ,;'flo  they?  Bob  Cramer 

San  Ramon,  California 
» !  EDITOR’S  NOTE  :  The  chief  executive 
J  .  Of  United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  says  the  idea  of 
‘‘chastity”  is  explicitly  included  in  his 
‘board’s  proposed  use  of  the  term 
V‘ celibacy.” 

> ’.‘JVf ost  don’t  understand 
5  purpose  of  the  U.N. 

>>  To  the  Editor: 

The  views  of  many  Christians  regard- 
ing  the  United  Nations  issue  remind  me 
;  1  of  the  conviction  which  I  have  had  for 
J  ‘  some  time:  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
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the  United  States  do  not  know  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  United  Nations  and  what  its 
programs  are  beyond  the  Security  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  General  Assembly,  and  it  is  on 
the  basis  of  the  reports  from  those  bodies 
that  people  criticize. 

What  is  it  that  we  in  the  United  States 
want  from  the  United  Nations?  The 
organization  is  made  up  of  about  150 
sovereign  nations,  of  differing  cultures, 
economies  and  political  agendas.  Are  we 
planning  to  dictate  to  them  how  they 
should  act,  think  and  develop  their  gov¬ 
ernments?  Do  we  have  that  wisdom? 

The  United  States  Congress  has  not  yet 
ratified  the  Universal  Declaration  of 
Human  Rights,  brought  out  in  1948.  It 
was  not  even  signed  by  a  president  until 
nearly  30  years  later,  even  though  the 
basic  principles  and  even  some  of  the 
wording  is  taken  from  our  Constitution 
and  Declaration  of  Independence.  And  it 
was  a  major  triumph  for  the  United 
States  delegation  with  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
at  the  forefront. 

We  have  signed  and  ratified  the 
Refugee  Protocol,  but  have  not  kept  the 
spirit  of  its  provisions.  Can  we  expect 
other  countries  to  endorse  human  rights 
and  peaceful  negotiations  if  we  do  not 
support  them? 

If  the  United  States  were  to  put  its 
power  and  prestige  into  helping  with  the 
programs  of  the  United  Nations  which 
provide  relief,  health,  agricultural  and 
technical  development,  we  could  change 
the  world  in  much  better  fashion  than  by 
selling  arms  to  every  nation  who  can  af¬ 
ford  them,  and  by  refusing  aid  to  the 
people  who  are  working  to  survive  in 
socialist  and  communist  societies.  The 
financial  cost  would  be  less  than  we 
spend  on  cigarettes,  liquor,  and  pet  food 
regularly. 

Church  people  used  to  support  the 
United  Nations,  and  pray  for  its  leaders, 
that  they  might  be  guided  into  wise 
decisions.  If  we  would  do  that  again,  it 
might  be  a  beginning  toward  com¬ 
mitment  to  a  world  of  law,  peace,  and 
justice  as  envisioned  by  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  Florence  Isaacs 

Medina,  Texas 

Poor  photojournalism 
by  Reporter  cited 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  headlined  “Religious  in¬ 
fluence  consistent  at  UM-related  school” 
caught  my  eye  principally  because  I 
noted  the  picture  of  East  College  at 
DePauw  University  (my  alma  mater) 
and  situated  in  my  hometown  of  Green- 
castle,  Indiana  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14). 

I  realize  that  DePauw  is  a  church- 
related  university,  so  I  was  startled  to 
read  the  very  interesting  article  only  to 
find  it  was  all  about  the  fine  Bir¬ 
mingham-Southern  College.  I  think  the 
use  of  the  picture  of  East  College  with  no 
identification  is  poor  photojournalism. 

DePauw  alumni  are  very  proud  of  the 
fine  landmark  that  is  East  College,  which 
celebrated  110  years  of  birthdays  this 
year.  Recently  alumni  contributed  over  a 
million  dollars  to  give  her  a  face  lift. 
This  elegant  lady  should  be  given  credit 
as  the  matriarch  of  the  DePauw  family. 

Ann  Weinrichter 
Menlo  Park,  California 

Editor’s  Note:  Ms.  Weinrichter  is  quite 
right,  and  the  building  should  have  been 
identified  as  part  of  the  DePauw  campus. 
The  Reporter  regrets  any  possible  mis- 
impression.  The  art  was  borrowed  from 
a  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  publication  where  it  was  properly 
identified  and  was  used  much  as  we  used 
it,  as  a  geneneralized  symbol  of  UM- 
related  higher  education. 

Loyalty  of  Japanese 
Americans  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  letter  headlined  “Who  started  W. 
W.  II  Anyway?”  (UMR,  Oct.7)  from 
Nora  Louise  Ligon  of  Amarillo,  Texas, 
ends  with:  “My  brother  was  one  among 
many  who  served.” 

My  only  brother  has  also  served.  He 
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never  came  back.  He  was  killed  in  action 
in  Livorno,  Italy  on  July  11,  1944,  just 
short  of  his  30th  birthday.  He  had  volun¬ 
teered  for  the  U.S.  Army  while  being  in¬ 
terned  in  the  Topaz  Relocation  Center 
where  our  only  “crime”  was  that  we 
were  of  Japanese  ancestry. 

My  brother,  my  two  sisters  and  I  were 
all  born  in  California.  We  are  all 
American  citizens  as  are  many  of  you, 
just  by  being  born  in  this  country.  The 
immigration  of  my  parents  to  this  coun¬ 
try  just  happened  a  few  generations  after 
your  forebears’  arrivals. 

There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  in 
the  minds  of  some  between  the  Japanese 
people  who  reside  in  Japan  and  those  of 
us  known  as  Japanese-Americans  or 
Asian-Americans.  Over  70,000  of  the 
100,000  interned  in  1942  were  those  born 
in  this  country.  The  loyalty  of  these 
citizens  has  been  proven  not  only  by  the 
staggering  losses  suffered  by  the  all- 
Japanese- American  “Go  For  Broke” 
unit,  but  also  by  those  who  have  made 
significant  contributions  in  subsequent 
years  to  their  communities,  to  their  chur- 
ches;  and  to  this  nation.  Prominent 
leaders  such  as  J.  Edgar  Hoover  have 
stated  for  public  record,  “There  is  no 
evidence  of  espionage  or  wrong-doing  by 
the  Japanese-Americans  during  World 
Warll.” 

Today,  there  are  many  in  Japan  who 
would  join  those  of  us  in  America  who  af¬ 
firm  the  need  for  peace  with  justice  and 
protest  vehemently  any  attempts  for  fur¬ 
ther  military  build-up.  Sachi  Kajiwara 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Good  News 
warmly  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  talked  into  attending  my  first 
Good  News  Convocation  at  Anderson 
College,  Indiana  in  July  ’83. 1  slept  upon  a 
mattress  on  the  floor  of  a  dorm  with  the 
Warren  Budd  family  from  Georgia  as 
their  guest.  They  wanted  me  to  meet 
their  United  Methodist  friends  in  the 
Good  News  Movement. 

What  a  beautiful  Christian  experience! 
I  met  good  old-fashioned  United  Method¬ 
ist  people  from  all  over  kingdom  come. 
They  were  “progressive”  but  with  a 
Wesleyan  vision.  I  heard  wonderful 
Wesleyan  congregational  singing.  The 
preaching  was  extraordinary,  powerful, 
and  Holy  Spirit-inspired.  The  witness  and 
testimonies  from  missionaries  made  me 
proud  of  global  Methodism.  I  felt  a  deep 
Wesleyan  kinship  with  these  United 
Methodists. 

As  a  modern  United  Methodist  liberal, 
campus  minister  for  14  years,  “im¬ 
mersed”  Wesleyan  Methodist  since  age 
11,  and  “social  activist”  Bible-believer,  I 
can’t  say  enough  “Amens!”  for  Good 
News  Convo.  I  am  a  believer  in  these 
United  Methodist  folk  and  “my  heart  was 
strangely  warmed”  in  their  company. 

Ed  Nelson 

Milledgeville,  Georgia 

Comment  on  proposed 
missional  priority 

To  the  Editor: 

In  order  for  the  “Church  Alive” 
missional  priority  (or  any  priority)  to  be 
an  instrument  of  renewal,  it  must  include 
a  return  to  basic  Christian  teachings 


(justified  by  the  fact  that  sameness 
develops  habit)  has  turned  many  of  our 
services  into  anything  but  a  worship  ex¬ 
perience. 

From  a  beautiful,  quiet  organ  prelude 
that  moved  into  an  atmosphere  of 
reverent  worship  to  a  raucous  “Good 
Morning”  is  a  real  “awakening  ex¬ 
perience.”  From  the  reading  of  Scrip¬ 
tural  background  for  the  sermon  to  the 
reading  of  three  passages  wholly 
unrelated  to  anything  going  on  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  or  the  community,  drowsiness 
moves  in. 

Little  order  or  unity 

From  a  service  where  everything 
moved  toward  one  purpose  —  that  of 
providing  the  worshiper  inspiration  and 
guidance  for  the  upcoming  week,  to  one 
that  has  little  order,  unity  or  relevance  to 
community  or  individual  problems,  is 
difficult  for  many  of  us  to  accept. 

Many  of  us  who  are  older  grew  up  with 
a  service  where  all  that  was  said  and 
done  led  up  to  the  sermon.  Hymns  and 
Scriptures  were  selected  with  that  in 
mind;  the  pastoral  prayer  was  a  time 
when  the  minister  lifted  up  concerns  of 
both  the  church  and  the  community.  An¬ 
nouncements  and  liturgy  as  well  as  in¬ 
formal  banter  were  kept  to  a  minimum 


and  the  entire  service  climaxed  with  the 
minister’s  message  in  the  hope  that  the 
worshipper  might  receive  something 
that  would  be  of  help  during  the  coming 
week. 

Voice  in  wilderness? 

The  new  approach  involving  words  of 
welcome,  an  opening  hymn  and  a  written 
prayer  followed  by  a  brief  devotional, 
makes  it  appear  that  the  sermon  has 
been  relegated  to  a  place  of  minor  im¬ 
portance  in  the  service.  The 
preliminaries  that  for  so  long  preceded 
the  sermon  now  follow  it  with  the  service 
ending  with  the  offering. 

Mine  is,  I  am  sure,  like  a  voice  crying 
in  the  wilderness,  or  as  some  might  say, 
a  dissident  crying  for  a  return  to 
yesteryear. 

New  fundamentalist  churches  are  not 
only  springing  up  on  our  doorsteps  — 
they  are  attracting  new  members  in 
droves,  and  some  of  them  from  our 
churches.  If  the  old  saying  is  true  — 
“You  can’t  fight  success”  —  let  us  take  a 
hard  look  at  those  who  are  succeeding. 
We  need  to  join  them.  That  is,  we  should 
start  giving  our  people  some  of  that 
which  worked  for  them  —  “Jesus  Christ, 
a  Savior.” 


Complaints  about  worship 
‘running  overtime’  refuted 


about  salvation  and  discipleship  (see 
UMR,  Oct.7). 

We  cannot  exercise  Christian  leader¬ 
ship  in  social  issues  unless  we  are 
disciples  of  Christ.  We  cannot  become 
disciples  except  through  allowing  Jesus 
Christ  to  be  our  personal  savior.  With 
this  addition,  the  “Church  Alive” 
priority  calls  each  one  of  our  local  chur¬ 
ches  to  be  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
our  community.  The  fact  that  this  needs 
special  attention  by  being  recommended 
by  GCOM  as  the  UMC’s  missional 
priority  indicates  the  lack  of  direction  in 
our  covenant  community  known  as 
United  Methodism. 

The  reason  behind  our  reluctance  to 
have  supported  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Priority  is  probably  more 
an  indication  of  spiritual  laziness  than 
anything.  If  it  is  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference,  the  proof  of  success  for  the 
“Church  Alive”  priority  will  be  in  1988.  If 
it  is  successful  perhaps  then  we  will  be 
able  as  a  church  to  commit  ourselves  to 
the  needs  of  the  poor  and  of  minorities 
with  some  enthusiasm  —  and  not  with  the 
lackluster  attention  of  the  past  eight 
y^1"8-  John  R.  Butchko 

South  Amherst,  Ohio 

‘Implausible  encounter’ 
column  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam ’s  column  about 
the  “Implausible  encounter”  between 
Jerry  Falwell  and  Edward  Kennedy  was 
one  of  the  most  thoughtful  and  best- 
balanced  pieces  of  politico-religious 
writing  I  have  read  (see  Reporter  Oct. 
21). 

It  was  an  author  of  a  similar  last  name 
who  wrote  a  powerful  book  some  years 
ago.  “Heroes  and  Heretics”  by  Barrows 
Dunham  examined  the  way  rebels  can 
take  over  and  then  become  the  con¬ 
servatives,  resisting  change. 

But  Spurgeon  Dunnam  makes  the  im¬ 
portant  point  that  we  need  to  listen  to  and 
appreciate  each  other,  not  dismiss  the 
one  we  disagree  with  as  either  “liar”  or 
“devil”  or  other  opprobrium.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  religious  tolerance  in  a  free 
society,  underscored  by  Sen.  Kennedy, 
cannot  be  overestimated.  If  we  let  ANY 
religious  majority  manipulate  our  law¬ 
making  processes  we  may  be  back  in  the 
Inquisition  before  we  know  it.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  that  does  appear  to  be  hap¬ 
pening.  Doris  patterson 

Ardmore,  Pennsylvania 

Tuell  perspective 
on  WCC  10;  CBS  0 

To  the  Editor: 

Applause,  applause  to  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell  for  his  October  7  “Here  I  Stand” 
column. 

His  appears  to  be  a  very  objective, 
forthright  statement  regarding  impres¬ 
sions  of  the  recent  World  Council  of 
Churches  Assembly  from  a  first-hand 
experience. 

How  refreshing  it  is  to  read  those  kinds 
of  perspectives,  that  emanate  from  a 
direct  involvement,  as  opposed  to  state¬ 
ments  based  on  feelings  and  2nd  or  3rd 
hand  information.  Tuell— 10;  CBS— 0. 

Gene  Kandel 
Louisville,  Ohio 


By  MILDRED  HAACK 

Some  people  think  there  should  be  a 
time  limit  on  how  long  a  pastor  should 
keep  us  in  church  on  Sunday  mornings. 
There  were  particularly  some  com¬ 
plaints  in  our  church  when  a  recent  com¬ 
munion  service  ran  overtime. 

Where  in  the  Bible  does  it  say  we  need 
to  put  a  time  limit  on  the  length  of  time 
we  spend  in  church  or  in  communion  with 
our  God? 

No  right  to  complain 

Some  people  may  think  they  have  a 
right  to  complain,  but  I  don’t  think  any  of 
us  do!  When  I  joined  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  I  didn’t  read  anything  in  the 
rules  of  the  church  on  how  long  a  church 


Ceales  of  the  tree 

“A  little,  Lord,”  I  sometimes  say 

As  I  give  a  coin,  agree  to  make  cookies 

Or  hostess  a  Group. 

“A  little,  Lord,”  I  sometimes  say 

As  I  work  on  the  Prayer  Chain  or  a 
Committee, 

Or  visit  the  sick. 

“Not  enough,  Lord,”  I  should  admit. 

Thankfulness  brings  my  heart  to  its 
knees 

And  opens  my  mind: 

From  the  Lord’s  love  for  us  come 
our  blessings 

Like  water  to  the  waiting  sea; 

From  ours  for  Him  must  come  help  for 
others 

Like  shade  from  lapping  leaves  of  the 
tree. 

Angela  Gall 
Austin,  Tx. 


service  should  be.  I  believe  no  matter 
how  dry  or  good  a  sermon  is,  the  time  we 
spend  in  church  should  be  enjoyed,  and 
not  spent  looking  at  our  watches  to  see  if 
the  minister  is  going  into  “overtime.” 
We  have  six  days  and  most  of  Sunday  to 
“do  our  own  thing.”  Why  should  we  com¬ 
plain  when  the  services  runs  over  five, 
ten  or  even  15  minutes  once  in  a  while? 
People  don’t  complain  when  it  lets  out 
early. 

What  could  be  so  important  elsewhere 
that  we  cannot  spend  a  few  extra  minutes 
in  God’s  house  once  in  a  while?  What  if 
God  would  say  to  us  when  we  call  on  Him 
for  help,  “I  can’t  spare  the  time  now;  I 
have  other  more  important  things  to  do.” 
That  is  what  we  are  saying  to  God  when 
we  complain  about  having  to  stay  in  His 
house  longer  than  we  might  prefer. 

Why  else  come  to  church? 

Having  said  what  I  feel,  I  suspect  there 
may  be  some  people  who  don’t  like  what  I 
have  said.  But  I  believe  the  Lord  does, 
and  He  is  the  most  important  person  in 
my  life;  He  should  be  in  yours,  too. 

Why  come  to  church  if  not  to  hear 
God’s  Word  —  which  you  cannot  do  with 
one  eye  on  the  clock. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri¬ 
butors  are  the  Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain,  a 
retired  member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference;  and  Mildred  Haack,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Lake  Benton  UMC  in  Lake 
Benton,  Minnesota  (Minnesota  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


‘A  fine  family  keepsake  for  any  Christian  home.” 

— Christian  Herald 

An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus 

From  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  Collection 

Time:  “.  .  .  an  elaborate  and  appropriately  timed 
birthday  card  ...” 

People:  “.  .  .  splendid  art  ...  a  handsome  gift.” 
Christian  Review:  “.  .  .  an  exquisite  book  to  trea¬ 
sure  .  . 

An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus  is  a  timeless  treasure  for 
every  home,  school,  church,  and  public  library.  Order 
now  for  family  and  friends — choose  from  three  hand¬ 
some  editions: 

•  Limited  Number  Edition,  $300,  No.013577. 

•  Deluxe  Edition,  $75,  No. 013585. 

•  Regular  Edition,  $40,  No.013569. 

Also  Available: 

The  Life  of  Jesus  Illustrated  Calendar 

From  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  Collection 

Brand  new,  this  extraordinary  calendar 
chronicles  the  months  of  1984  with  twelve 
lavish  art  reproductions.  It’s  the  perfect  gift 
for  home  or  office — order  today! 

14%  x  10%,  $6.95.  No. 218535. 

Abingdon  Press 


NOVEMBER  18,  1983 


Ownership  of  news 
service  given  nod 
by  Reporter’s  board 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Directors  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  voted  here  Nov. 
10  to  assume  ownership  of  Religious 
News  Service  (RNS),  the  nation’s 
only  daily  interfaith  news  wire 
service,  effective  Nov.  16. 

The  newspaper’s  governing  board 
also,  for  the  first  time,  will  be  chaired 
by  a  person  from  an  annual 
conference  outside  of  Texas.  He  is  the 
Rev.  Don  Sperber  of  Broomfield, 
Colorado.  The  board  consists  of  two 
persons  from  each  of  the  seven  annual 
conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  and  one  from  each  of  the  33 
other  conferences  which  publish 
editions  of  the  Reporter  as  their 
official  publications. 

The  directors  also  gave  the  go-ahead 
for  the  purchase  of  a  new  $380,000 
photo  composition  system  for  the 
multi-faceted  newspaper  operation. 

As  of  midnight,  Nov.  15,  Religious 
News  Service  ceased  being  a  program 
division  of  its  founding  body,  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  and  became  a  separate  non¬ 
profit  corporation  operated  as  a 
wholly-owned  subsidiary  of  the 
Reporter. 

Vote  27-4-1 

The  Reporter  directors’  vote  to 
acquire  RNS  was  27  in  favor,  four 
against  and  one  abstaining.  Prior 
approval  had  been  voted  by  the 
board’s  executive  committee  on 
recommendation  of  the  paper’s 
Editor-General  Manager,  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  and  the 
executive  staff. 

Under  its  new  ownership,  Religious 
News  Service’s  editorial  offices  are 
remaining  in  New  York  City,  while  its 
corporate  headquarters  and  its 
production  and  distribution  offices 
are  being  relocated  in  Dallas.  A 
bureau  will  be  maintained  in 
Washington.  A  network  of  “stringer” 
correspondents  in  major  U.S.  cities 
and  in  major  international  centers  of 
religious  news  —  such  as  Geneva, 
Jerusalem  and  the  Vatican  —  will  be 
retained  and  enlarged. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  Reporter  has 
filed  applications  with  several 
foundations  seeking  short-term 
financial  assistance  in  covering 
transition  and  developmental  costs 
for  the  year  ahead.  He  emphasized, 
however,  that  no  such  assistance  was 
guaranteed,  and  that  the  decision 
should  be  made  “on  the  basis  of  what 
we  know,  not  what  we  hope.  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Dunnam  noted  that  RNS  has 
been  subsidized  throughout  its  history 
by  its  parent  NCCJ  body,  but  said  that 
long-range  subsidization  by  the 
Reporter  is  “not  an  option.”  Rather, 
he  said,  the  health  and  integrity  of 
RNS  depends  upon  its  becoming  self- 
sustaining  within  three  years. 

A  “worst  case”  RNS  budget  for  the 
coming  year  would  include  an 
operating  deficit  of  $90,000  coupled 
with  $60,000  in  one-time  costs  related 
to  the  transfer  of  ownership. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  expected  the 
first  year’s  loss  to  be  substantially 
less  than  the  “worst  case”  possibility 
based  on  projected  operating  plans 
for  efficiencies,  increased  rates,  and 
new  subscribers  secured  by  aggres¬ 
sive  marketing  of  RNS. 

He  also  projected  that  financial  self- 
sufficiency  for  RNS  would  occur 
within  three  years  and  that  the  “turn¬ 
around”  in  RNS  fortunes  would  be 
visible  within  the  next  several 
months.  Both  Mr.  Dunnam  and  the 
Rev.  Dan  Louis,  associate  editor  for 
administration,  said  RNS  expenses 
and  income  will  be  closely  monitored 
on  an  ongoing  basis. 

Mr.  Dunnam  emphasized  that  any 
RNS  deficits  for  the  first  year’s 


operations  will  come  from  UMR 
reserves,  and  would  have  no  direct  or 
indirect  effect  on  subscription  rates 
for  the  Reporter.  He  also  said  a 
“worst  case”  loss  would  not 
jeopardize  the  paper’s  ability  to  take 
on  other  commitments,  such  as  a 
sophisticated  new  typesetting  system. 

An  immediate  staff  change 
announced  by  Mr.  Dunnam  was  the 
addition  to  the  RNS  staff  in  New  York 
as  of  Nov.  16  of  Charles  Austin,  a 
veteran  religion  news  writer  with  The 
New  York  Times.  Mr.  Austin,  a 
Lutheran  layman,  formerly  worked 
for  RNS.  He  is  expected  especially  to 
strengthen  the  news  service’s 
coverage  of  “mainline”  and 
“evangelical”  Protestant  news. 

Directors’  discussion  centered 
primarily  around  plans  to  develop  an 
effective  means  of  marketing  the 
news  service.  Mr.  Dunnam  said  an 
early  major  expense,  whether  or  not 
any  foundation  support  is  secured, 
will  be  to  hire  a  marketing  specialist 
who  is  “equally  able  to  speak  to 
persons  in  religious  organizations  or 
to  editors  and  publishers  of  public 
newspapers  or  other  prospective 
subscribers.” 

Two  directors  who  voted  against 
the  acquisition  of  the  news  service 
expressed  the  fear  that  secular 
newspapers  could  not  be  persuaded  to 
buy  syndicated  materials  of  the  type 
they  understand  RNS  to  provide. 

Mr.  Dunnam  responded  that  RNS, 
rather  than  being  a  syndicated 
feature  service,  is  a  specialized  news 
service  not  available  elsewhere.  “In 
addition  to  reporting  news,”  he  said, 
“a  key  role  of  RNS  will  be  that  of 
making  a  case  for  the  importance  of 
reporting  religion  as  news.” 

Both  Mr.  Dunnam  and  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews, 
represented  by  Dr.  Jacqueline  Wex- 
ler,  previously  explained  to  news  con¬ 
ferences  in  Dallas  and  New  York  that 
the  NCCJ  sought  out  the  Reporter  as 
the  most  desirable  potential  successor 
to  NCCJ  as  the  sponsor  of  RNS.  The 
alternative  to  that  transfer  would  be 
to  shut  down  RNS  because  of  its 
continuing  deficits  and  the  parent 
organization’s  reduced  resources  and 
changing  priorities. 

The  Reporter’s  acquisition,  she 
explained,  puts  RNS  where  it  belongs 
—  in  the  journalistic  market  with  a 
strong  marketing  approach. 

Daily  gathering,  writing  and  editing 
of  RNS  materials  will  continue  under 
Editor/Director  Gerald  A.  Renner,  a 
Roman  Catholic.  News  materials  will 
be  transmitted  electronically  to 
Dallas  for  printing  and  distribution. 

Election  takes  new  turn 

The  Rev.  Don  Sperber  of 
Broomfield,  Colo.,  the  representative 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference,  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  board.  His  annual  conference  was 
the  first  outside  of  Texas  to  utilize  the 
Reporter  for  their  conference 
newspaper,  starting  in  1970  —  and  Mr. 
Sperber  was  among  the  early 
advocates  of  that  decision.  He 
succeeds  the  Rev.  William  Harris  of 
San  Antonio  as  chairman. 

Elected  vice-chairwoman  was  Jan 
Jarboe  Rabb,  the  representative  of 
the  Southwest  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  Rev.  Anders  Lunt  of  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  was 
reelected  as  secretary  of  the  board. 

The  board  raised  the  Reporter’s 
column  inch,  printing  plate  charges, 
and  subscription  price  to  local 
churches  just  under  an  average  of  five 
percent  for  1984  and  raised  similar 
charges  for  annual  conferences  by 
about  the  same  percentage. 

Budgets  totaling  more  than  $6 
million  were  adopted  for  1984. 


Communicators  honored 


BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Hall  of  Fame  of 
Communicators  was  formed  here  Nov.  4 
with  its  first  nine  inductees. 

The  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  (UMAC),  at  its  annual 
banquet  honored  the  nine  persons  for 
their  “excellence”  over  the  years  in 
communications  jobs  within  the 
denomination. 

•Bishop  Nolan  B.  Harmon,  who  was 
book  editor  of  the  Methodist  Church  from 
1940  to  1956.  During  that  time  he  helped 
edit  “The  Interpreter’s  Bible.”  Bishop 
Harmon  is  the  only  living  person  to  have 
been  an  official  member  of  every  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  for  50  years  ( 1930-80) . 

•Dorothy  McConnell,  coeditor  of  New 
World  Outlook  from  1940  to  1964,  when 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  ol 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  0VERI  Introductory  Kit  S15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


she  became  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  Women’s  Division  until  her 
retirement  in  1968. 

•Bishop  T.  Otto  Nall,  known  to  many  as 
the  “Dean  of  Methodist  Editors,”  worked 
with  The  Christian  Advocate  from  1948- 
1960. 

•Harry  C.  Spencer  was  the  top 
executive  for  the  Television,  Radio,  and 
Film  Commission  (TRAFCO)  for  more 
tha  21  years.  During  his  tenure  which 
ended  in  1973,  the  staff  of  TRAFCO  grew 
from  two  to  forty. 

•Bishop  Prince  A.  Taylor  was  editor  of 
The  Central  Christian  Advocate  of  the 
former  Central  Jurisdiction  from  1948  to 
1956. 

•Walter  Vernon,  who  worked  with  the 
editorial  department  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  He  served  in 
various  capacities  as  editor, 
administrator  and  Christian  educator  for 
34  years  before  his  retirement  in  1972. 

•Arthur  West,  an  associate  general 
secretary  with  the  Commission  on  Public 
Relations  and  Methodist  Information 
from  1948  to  1964  and  then  chief  executive 
until  his  retirement  in  1975. 

•B.  F.  Jackson  Jr.,  who  before  his 
retirement  in  1980  served  as  executive 
secretary  of  the  Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference  Board  of  Education  ( 1940-44), 
and  Director  of  Audio  Visual  Service  at 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education 
(1953-70). 

•Robert  L.  Sands,  who  was  inducted  to 
the  Hall  of  Fame  posthumously.  He  was 
formerly  director  of  communications  in 
Iowa  and  Illinois. 
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‘Lord’s  Acre’  takes  on  new  look 


By  DEBBIE  ENNACO 
Staff  Special 

CROWLEY,  Tex.  -  The  First  United 
Methodist  Church’s  “Lord’s  Acre 
Festival"  this  year  was  held  just  like 
it  has  been  held  every  fall  for  the  last 
24  years.  The  event  is  essentially  a  craft 
sale  and  general  auction. 

About  400  people  gathered  at  the 
church  this  Saturday  morning  with  the 
contributions  they  had  been  working  on 
over  the  year,  ate  a  barbecue  beef  lunch 
together,  and  then  sold  all  the  donated 
merchandise  at  a  “country  store”  and  an 
auction. 

By  the  time  the  “country  store”  closed 
its  doors  and  the  auction  ended,  $17,000 
had  been  raised  by  the  congregation  of 
245  families.  The  money  is  earmarked 
for  helping  retire  the  building  debt  for 
the  church’s  new  building,  according  to 
Butch  Bums,  chairman  of  this  year’s 
festival. 

This  tradition  stems  far  back  into 
church  history,  he  said,  when  farmers 
set  aside  a  portion  of  whatever  they  were 
raising,  wheat,  corn  or  even  a  calf  or  two, 
and  dedicated  the  proceeds  to  God  and 
the  church.  Each  plot  of  land  became 
known  as  “The  Lord’s  Acre”  and  was 
considered  a  tithe. 

Yesterday’s  grains  and  livestock, 
though,  have  taken  on  a  new  look.  Church 


Rev.  Bob  Messer,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  All  he  had  to 
do  for  this  event  was  give  the  opening 
prayer.  Lay  members  of  the  church  run 
the  festival. 

REPORTER  PHOTOS  BY  DEBBIE  ENNACO 

members  this  October  were  giving  and 
buying  stuffed  monkeys,  chocolate 
candies  and  wood  jigsaw  puzzles.  But  the 
modern  version  seems  to  be  just  as 
attractive  to  those  who  give  and  to  those 
who  buy. 


“Hey,  Mom,  will  this  go  with  peanut  butter?”  Robert  Korllnes,  7,  seems  to 
be  asking  his  mother,  Cecelia. 


WfOA  T 


Joe  Brown  had  arms  full  of  puppets  and  stuffed  animals  to  sell.  The 
auction  and  sale  are  usually  held  outside,  but  a  downpour  the  night  before 
forced  the  festival  inside.  This  year  was  the  first  time  the  event  has  been 
interrupted  by  rain. 


NCC  rules  4gay’  church  ineligible 

Eastern  Orthodox  make  unsuccessful  attempt  to  disavow  lectionary 


HARTFORD,  Conn.  (RNS)  -  The 
National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  said 
here  that  it  could  not  grant  membership 
to  the  homosexual-oriented  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches  (MCC). 

The  council’s  governing  board  voted 
116-94  to  “postpone  action  indefinitely" 
on  a  proposal  that  would  have  declared 
the  27,000-member  denomination  eligible 
for  membership,  but  opinions  were 
divided  on  the  meaning  of  the  vote. 

To  many,  the  vote  was  a  “polite  no  ” 
to  the  request  from  the  Metropolitan 
church  to  join  the  ecumenical  council. 
That  was  the  view  endorsed  by  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
Indianapolis,  president  of  the  council,  an 
organization  of  31  Protestant  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  communions. 

“We  are  not  ready  now,  perhaps  we 
will  never  be  ready,  to  deal  with  this 
issue,”  Bishop  Armstrong  said.  He  inter¬ 
preted  the  vote  as  a  clear  indication  that 
members  of  the  council  did  not  approve 
of  homosexuality.  Nonetheless,  some 
members  of  the  governing  board  said 
they  believed  the  council  had  not  spoken 
clearly  enough. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Patrick  Williams  of 
the  National  Baptist  Convention,  who 
opposed  the  MCC’s  membership  request, 
said  “We  had  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
decision,  a  scriptural  witness  here,  and 
we  did  not  do  so.”  The  Rev.  Avery  Post, 
president  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
who  favored  taking  no  action  on  the 
application,  said  he  felt  the  indefinite 
postponement  was  “an  ambiguous 
decision,  and  the  best  we  could  get.  ” 

A  few  felt  that  the  action  still  left  open 
the  possibility  that  the  church  might  be 
declared  eligible  for  membership  some 
time  in  the  future.  Many,  including 
Bishop  Armstrong,  made  emotional 
appeals  for  the  churches  belonging  to  the 
council  to  continue  dialogue  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  and  homosexual  members  of 
their  own  denominations. 

In  more  than  two  hours  of  debate,  the 
governing  board  wavered  between  act¬ 
ing  directly  on  the  question  of  eligibility 
and  postponing  the  vote  indefinitely. 

A  resolution  from  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  Springfield, 
Ill.,  asked  that  the  council  take  no  vote  on 
the  matter.  But  his  compromise  proposal 
was  later  amended  to  say  the  action 
would  be  “postponed  indefinitely."  This 
vote  effectively  killed  the  membership 
application  for  the  present  time,  said 
Bishop  Armstrong. 

Lectionary  debated 

Attempts  to  have  the  NCC  distance 
itself  from  the  “inclusive  language 
lectionary”  published  last  month  by  one 
of  its  committees  were  turned  back. 

A  resolution  brought  by  a  caucus  of 
Eastern  Orthodox  churches  asked  the 
board  to  make  it  “unequivocally  clear’’ 
that  the  lectionary  —  a  series  of  Bible 
readings  for  use  in  public  worship  —  was 
produced  “only  by  committee  of 
interested  groups  and  individuals  and 
disavowed  by  the  council’s  own 
committee  on  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  of  the  Bible.” 


But  in  action  taken  after  nearly  an 
hour  of  debate,  the  NCC’s  governing 
board  said  only  that  it  would 
acknowledge  “divisions”  within  and 
among  member  denominations 
regarding  publication  of  the  inclusive 
language  lectionary. 

The  board  stressed  the  lectionary  was 
published  in  accord  with  the  NCC’s 
constitution  and  bylaws.  A  publication  of 
this  type  does  not  require  the  approval  of 
the  governing  board  or  member 
denominations,  said  Dr.  David  Ng,  head 
of  the  Education  and  Ministry  Division, 
which  named  the  lectionary  task  force. 

A  significant  number  of  governing 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  -  United 
Methodism’s  task  force  on  infant 
formula  issues  is  asking  the  1984  General 
Conference  to  declare  as  “inappropri¬ 
ate”  the  continued  boycott  of  Nestle 
Corp.  products  by  any  general  agency. 

The  proposed  resolution  from  the  task 
force  would  express  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  appreciation  to  the  Nestle 
Corp.  and  to  three  U.S.  infant  formula 
manufacturers  “for  their  willingness  to 
engage  in  serious  dialogue  with 
representatives  of  the  UMC  and  for  their 
resultant  commitments  to  the  World 
Health  Organization  (WHO)  Code." 

(The  WHO  Code  details  many  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  marketing  of  infant  formula. 
Aggressive  marketing  is  believed  by  the 
world  organization  to  discourage  breast¬ 
feeding  and  to  lead  to  many  instances  of 
malnutrition  and  death  among  babies  of 
poor  and  illiterate  mothers.) 

The  resolution  also  would  recommend : 

(1)  That  all  health  care  institutions, 
"including  those  historically  related  to 
the  UMC,”  comply  with  the  WHO  code; 

(2)  that  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
be  designated  to  authorize  denomina¬ 
tional  participation  in  a  boycott  or  other 
sanctions  of  infant  formula  companies  if 
“this  should  be  necessary  to  ensure 
responsible  marketing.” 

The  “stop-the-boycott”  resolution,  if 
passed  by  General  Conference,  could  af¬ 
fect  the  UMC’s  General  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries  and  of  Church  and  Society. 
They  have  been  leaders  in  the  “Nestle  boy¬ 
cott”  since  its  beginning  six  years  ago. 

Both  will  have  board  meetings  in  the 
spring  before  General  Conference 
convenes  and  could  reconsider  their 
continuing  support  of  the  boycott. 

The  1980  General  Conference  declined 
those  agencies’  recommendation  to 
commit  the  whole  denomination  to  the 
Nestle  boycott. 

Instead,  it  created  the  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force  to  intervene  in  the 
stalemated  controversy. 

Bishop  Dale  White  of  the  New  Jersey 
Area,  a  task  force  member,  said  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  imagined  in 


board  members  seem  to  support  the 
efforts  of  the  lectionary  committee  and 
the  type  of  language  used. 

The  Orthodox  delegates  said  the 
lectionary  “implies  a  false  theology  and 
substantially  alters  crucial  biblical 
witness  to  the  church’s  understanding  of 
God  —  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.” 

Lebanon  change  urged 

The  NCC’s  board  has  asked  that  a 
United  Nations  force  acceptable  to  the 
Lebanese  government  replace  the  multi¬ 
national  force  in  Lebanon. 

The  troops  in  Lebanon,  including  U.S. 


“You  have  twisted  the 
tail  of  a  major  Swiss 
company  and  made  it 
behave.” _ 

1980  how  much  the  corporate  leaders 
have  changed. 

The  two  general  agencies  supporting 
the  boycott  contend  that  not  enough  in¬ 
formation  has  come  from  “the  field”  to 
prove  that  Nestle  truly  has  changed  its 
practices. 

The  task  force  states  that  the  time  has 
come  for  the  denomination  to  act  with 
unity,  dropping  confrontational  strategies 
and  pursuing  goals  through  the  task 
force’s  dialogue  style. 

The  Nestle  Corp.,  according  to  the 
proposed  General  Conference  resolution, 
“has  agreed  to  comply  with  the  WHO 
Code  in  all  countries  outside  Europe  .  . 
even  though  this  has  made  that  company 
more  vulnerable  to  competition  from 
other,  less  restrained,  companies. 

"The  three  major  American 
companies  —  Abbott-Ross  Laboratories, 
Bristol-Myers,  and  American  Home 
Products  —  have  now  also  committed 
themselves  to  compliance  with  the  WHO 
Code  in  the  Third  World  countries  and 
are  engaged  in  further  dialogue  with  the 
Task  Force  on  details  of  implementation 
and  monitoring.” 

R.  D.  Pagan  Jr.,  a  Nestle  official,  told 
the  nine-member  task  force,  meeting  for 
what  probably  will  be  its  last  time:  "You 
have  twisted  the  tail  of  a  major  Swiss 
company  and  made  it  behave.” 

The  task  force  is  asking  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  continue  the  negotiations  and 
dialogue  with  the  four  manufacturers 
through  a  new  committee  to  be  set  up 
within  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman.  chairman 
of  the  task  force  and  professor  of 
Christian  social  ethics  at  UM-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  told  the 
Reporter,  “We  have  written  in  a  process 
to  ensure  that  the  new  task  force  not  be  a 
change  of  direction  from  the  work  of  the 
last  quadrennium.” 


Marines,  are  "increasingly  perceived* as 
partisan,"  the  statement  adopted  said. 
The  resolution  also  said  the  multi¬ 
national  forces  have  injected  “great 
power  rivalries  into  the  conflict.” 

The  resolution  contended  that  the  con¬ 
flict  in  Lebanon  “is  not  essentially  a 
religious  conflict  between  Christians  and 
Muslims’’  but  the  result  of  conflicting 
political,  economical  and  sectarian 
interests  —  both  domestic  and  foreigd  — 
which  should  be  resolved  through  com¬ 
promised  power  sharing  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  democratic  institutions. 


CLASSIFIED 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  JCAH  Accredited 
agency  providing  residential  treatment,  day 
treatment  and  group  home  services  for  severely 
disturbed  adolescent  boys  and  girls.  The  modern 
facility,  including  a  school  is  located  on  an  8  acre 
campus  in  Oakland  While  the  Center  operates  under 
the  auspices  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  most 
funding  is  provided  by  public  agencies.  The  agertey 
has  a  budget  of  $2,000,000  and  employs  100 
employees  Qualification :  A  Masters  Degree  fronran 
accredited  school  of  social  work,  or  a  PhD  in  Clinical 
Psychology,  or  M  D  Degree  with  required  training 
and  board  elieibilitv  in  child  and  adoles^fent 
psychiatry  Experience:  Minimum  of  8  years 
experience  in  his  or  her  specialty,  of  which  not  less 
than  3  years  shall  be  the  administrator  ot.  a 
residential  treatment  program  or  other  psychiatric 
treatment  services  for  children  and  adolescents 
Must  have  thorough  knowledge  of  and  ability  to 
administrate  an  agency  in  accordance  with 
accreditation  standards  of  the  Joint  Commission  on 
Accreditation  of  Hospitals;  proven  ability  to  develop 
financial  support  from  public  and  private  funding 
sources,  and  ability  to  relate  to  diverse  public  and 
private  groups  and  agencies,  including  those  of  Jfche 
United  Methodist  Church.  Salary:  $35,000  to  $50,^00/ 
yr.  Benefits  include  4  weeks  of  paid  vacation/irr,, 
medical  and  dental  plan,  life  insurance,  pension 
program,  and  California  sunshine  and  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  Area.  Send  Resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
Fred  Finch  Youth  Center.  3800  Coolidge  Avenue. 
Oakland.  CA  94602  EOE  Deadline:  December#31, 
1983. _ J 

THIS  CHRISTMAS  GIVE  A  BIBLE  Story  Book  vfcth 

125  activities.  Written  for  teachers,  grandmas, 
parents,  and  kids.  Send  $6  95  plus  $1  50  shipping, 
handling  to:  Things  To  Do  Just  For  Kids.  Route>  l. 
Tremont,  IL61568  ■[ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  NOW:  Director  of  Youth 
and  Music.  Would  consider  Youth  Director  only 
Applicant  needs  strong  Youth  ministry  abilitjes 
Salary-negotiable.  Send  resume/ references  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  127.  Jasper.  TX  75951 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  foe  a 

church  with  approx.  1.200  members  in  Ihe 
Washington.  DC.  suburbs  Salary  apprOx. 
$20,000/yr  Send  resume  to  Marvin  Olson,  c/o 
Springfield  United  Methodist  Church.  7047  Old  Kerne 
Mill  Road,  Springfield.  VA  22150 _ ‘ 

CAMP  MAINTENANCE  POSITION  -  year  around. 

option  to  teach  Environmental  Education  each  f>U 
U.M.  camp  in  beautiful  Black  Hills  of  S.  Dakota. 
Salary  plus  room/board.  Contact  Bruce  Jurttk. 
Storm  Mountain  Center.  1701  Keystone  Rt..  Rapid 
City.  SD  57701  » 

WANTED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  Linked 
responsibilities  in  preaching  and  administration  of 
sacraments.  Fifteen-twenty  hours  per  week  -  time 
flexible.  Salary  plus  provision  of  beautiful  home, 
utilities,  travel  allowance  Write:  Rev.  Thomas 
Jarrell,  623  Ontario  Ave.,  Sheboygan,  WT1  53081  or  {all 
1414  )  458-3461 

OPENING  FOR  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  at  Unfted 

Methodist  Neighborhood  Centers  in  Nashville.  TN. 
Send  resume  and  references  before  Dec  15  to  Mrs 
Eleanor  N  Bauer.  3809  Brighton  Rd  .  Nashville,  tTN 
37205 _ , 

OPENING  FOR  COMMUNITY  PROGRA3U 

RECREATION  Director  at  United  Methodist 
Neighborhood  Centers,  Nashville,  TN  Send  resujne 
and  references  before  Dec.  15  to  Mrs  Eleanor, N. 
Bauer  3809  Brighton  Rd..  Nashville,  TN  37205  • 

TOUR  BIBLE  LANDS  .Israel,  Jordan  i  Egyati. 

cruise  the  Rhine,  visit  Ludwig's  castles,  see  jhe 
Oberammergau  Passion  Play  with  UMC  pastor 
West  Coast  departure,  July  9-25,  1984  Write  Ifev. 
James  Current.  143  Fiesta  Circle,  Orinda.  CA  9-&6S 
for  brochure _ »  , 

VISIT  INDIA  with  former  UMC  missionary.  See 
historic  &  exotic  India  plus  villages  and  mis$on 
stations  Departures  Jan.  '84.  Full  details  from  Bob 
Nave.  Richfield  UMC,  5835  Lyndale  Ave  ’S., 
Minneapolis.  MN  55419 


Plan  would  force  end 
to  agencies’  Nestle  boycott 
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Evangelist  reflects  on  65th  birthday 

Billy  Graham  says  retirement  not  in  his  plans;  crusades  continue 

Q 


NOVEMBER  18,  1983 


‘Day  A fter  ’  Review 

Drama  touches  nerves 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  according  to  the  Gallup  Poll, 
has  ranked  among  the  “ten  most 
admired  men  in  the  world”  each  year 
since  1951. 

Recently  in  Oklahoma  City  he 
conducted  a  week-long  evangelistic 
crusade,  the  kind  he  has  made  famous 
around  the  world. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  said,  “Something  very 
transforming  is  taking  place  here.  We’ve 
all  heard  preachers  preaching  this  same 
message,  but  somehow  God  has  used 
Billy  Graham  in  a  unique  and  peculiar 
way.  There  are  people  all  over  the  state 
—  some  are  preachers  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  whose  lives  were 
changed  when  Billy  Graham  was  here  27 
years  ago.  One  of  our  pastors  in  Tulsa 
was  a  businessman  here.  He  was  con¬ 
verted.  went  to  seminary,  and  is  now 
pastor  of  a  5,000-member  church.  It’s  one 
of  the  mysteries  of  how  God  works.” 

Mr.  Graham  celebrated  his  65th  birth¬ 
day  Nov.  7,  a  week  after  the  Oklahoma 
City  crusade  ended. 

In  anticipation  of  his  birthday,  Mr. 
Graham  agreed  to  a  private  interview  in 
Oklahoma  City  with  Reporter  Associate 
Editor  John  A.  Lovelace. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 


Q. 


You  have  said  that  65  is  a 
milestone  but  it  doesn’t  mean  re¬ 
tirement.  What  DOES  it  mean  for  you? 

A.  You  know,  65  was  not  an  age 
when  people  talked  about  retiring  until 
Social  Security  came  along.  I’ve  seen  a 
lot  of  people  go  right  on  into  the  80s  with 
their  mental  faculties  better  than  ever, 
slowed  down  physically  somewhat  but 
able  to  adjust. 

I  don’t  know  when  the  Lord  is  going  to 
say,  “Billy,  you  can’t  go  any  farther  in 
these  crusades.” 


Q. 


Looking  For  Help 


OFILIA  of  Indio  is  only  fivo-yoors-old,  yot 
she  has  struggled  with  lonolinoss  and 
poverty  all  of  her  life.  Her  father  is  dead. 
The  mother  earns  ten  cents  a  day  work¬ 
ing  as  a  coolie.  Ofiiia  has  been  taken 
into  a  Christian  orphanage  ond  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  is  seeking  a  sponsor  for 
her. 

Ofiiia,  or  another  destitute  child  like 
her,  could  be  "yours"  through  the  WCI 
sponsorship  program.  No  contracts  are 
signed.  Individuals,  church  or  civic  groups, 
couples  or  families  can  en|oy  sponsoring 
one  of  these  needy  children.  Admin¬ 
istrative  costs  ore  kept  very  low  and  91% 
of  funds  received  in  1982  were  sent 
overseas  for  the  children's  needs. 

HOWTO  BECOME  A  SPONSOR: 

For  $13  a  month  —  less  than  A44  a  day 
—  you  can  sponsor  a  child.  All  contri¬ 
butions  to  WCI  are  tax  deductible  and 
you  will  receive  an  audit  copy.  The  spon¬ 
sorship  provides  food  for  body  ond  spirit. 
Our  staff  will  send  you  full  information 
on  the  child:  photo,  address,  case  his¬ 
tory  and  information  on  the  Christian 
orphanage  where  he  or  she  receives 
core.  You  can  write  "your"  sponsored 
child  and  you  will  receive  a  reply. 

Sharing  your  love  with  a  destitute  child 
is  a  great  |oy!  Won't  you  join  our  fam¬ 
ily  of  sponsors?  Write  today: 


Iff; 

Is 

IVnViHiJ 

1 

1  wish  to  sponsor 

nood  is  grootosl 

I 
I 

child  wh#f#  fh*  | 

I 
I 

Enclosed  is  poymonf  lor  first  month  | 

* -  ! 


SlfHl _ | 

Slot*  and  Zip _  J 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box  I 

2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880.  j 


'•  How  far  ahead  are  your 
crusades  scheduled? 

A.  Through  about  '85.  We  don't 
ever  book  more  than  two  years  in 
advance.  We  could  book  right  on  to  2000, 
but  I  want  to  be  free  from  dates  so  that  I 
can  go  where  1  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
leading  me  at  that  time.  In  other  words, 
if  I’d  been  booked  up  solid,  I  couldn't 
have  tom  loose  to  go  to  places  like  East 
Germany  last  fall  or  to  some  other 
place  .  .  . 

).  How  are  your  crusades  going 
this  year? 


Q- 

year? 

A. 


The  audiences  have  been  just 
as  big  as  ever.  I  think  the  percentage  of 
those  coming  forward  to  receive  Christ  is 
greater,  and  telephone  counseling  .  .  . 
well,  you  sit  there  and  weep  when  you 
hear  what  is  happening. 


Q- 

eases 

A. 


I ,  How  do  you  explain  those 
increases? 


I  think  there’s  a  general 
feeling  throughout  the  country  of  unrest, 
of  disquiet,  of  fear. 

I  think  young  people  have  this  feeling 
that  we  are  standing  on  the  edge  of  an 
Orwell  concept  of  1984  and  that  there  is 
something  more  to  life. 

Then  one  of  our  crusades  comes  along. 
They’ve  heard  about  me,  maybe,  from 
childhood,  either  good  or  bad,  and  it  has 
created  curiosity.  They  come  to  see, 
“Well,  what  does  he  have  to  say  that 
might  help  me?”  And  many  of  them  stay 
behind  to  find  the  reality  of  Christ. 


Q- 

w  or  tl 

A. 


What  else  do  people  seem  to 
know  or  think  about  you  and  your  team? 


I  •  What  would  you  say  to  people 
who  don’t  have  the  choice  of  NOT 
retiring  at  65?  What  is  your  message  to 
the  older,  American  Christian? 

A.  I  don’t  find  very  much  in  the 
Bible  about  retiring.  You  retire  when  the 
Lord  retires  you.  Many  people  look 
forward  to  retirement  as  a  great  “golden 
age.”  Well,  it’s  not  a  “golden  age.”  It’s  a 
time,  for  many  people,  of  physical 
illness;  the  next  great  event  in  their  lives 
is,  many  times,  death,  and  they  think 
about  it;  they  worry  about  it,  and  they 
realize  that,  in  a  sense,  life  is  over.  What 
contribution  they’re  going  to  make  is 
finished.  That’s  a  wrong  thing  for  people 
to  think.  I  look  forward  to  my  future 
crusades  and  ministry  right  now  just  as 
enthusiastically  as  I  did  40  years  ago. 


They  talk  about  the  fact  that 
“you’re  preaching  exactly  the  same 
message  you  did  when  you  started  out.” 

There’s  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of 
people  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  taught 
and  spoken  with  great  simplicity.  Many 
in  our  seminaries  have  missed  this  point 
of  simplicity.  People  need  to  preach  the 
Gospel  and  use  simple  illustrations,  as 
Jesus  did. 


Q- 


One  of  my  colleagues  said  to 
me,  “It  seems  that  Dr.  Graham,  by 
bringing  together  these  itinerant  evan¬ 
gelists  from  all  over  the  world  last  sum¬ 
mer  in  Amsterdam,  is  something  of  a 
modern-day  Paul.  He  has  brought  people 
to  learn  from  him.”  How  do  you  feel 
about  that  analogy? 

A.  It  makes  me  feel  good,  if  that 
is  true.  I’m  not  sure  it  is  true  because  I’m 
not  sure  I’m  capable  of  teaching.  But  I 
am  capable,  maybe,  of  bringing  together 
persons  who  can  teach.  This  was  a 
particular  group  of  people  who  certainly 
wanted  teaching  and  were  learners.  I  felt 
great  humility. 


Q- 


Why  do  you  question  whether 
you  can  teach? 

A.  I  would  like  to  spend  more 
time  in  seminaries  and  places  like  that, 
but  my  problem  is  I’m  too  pressured  to 
come  to  different  cities  and  hold 
crusades  all  over  the  world.  We’re 
hoping  to  hold  six  in  England  next 
summer.  That’s  going  to  be  one  of  the 
more  difficult  tasks  I’ve  undertaken, 
from  a  physical  point  of  view. 

It’s  also  going  to  be  a  spiritual  battle 
because  we’re  going  to  areas  that  have 
not  had  city-wide  evangelistic 
campaigns  in  this  century  since  Dwight 
L.  Moody  —  places  like  Liverpool  and 
Birmingham  and  Newcastle  where 
church  attendance  is  extremely  low. 


Q- 

jades  i 

A. 


Who  will  help  lead  vour 
crusades  in  England? 


.*  I  just  received  some 
fantastically  good  news.  George  Thomas 
wrote  me.  He’s  the  former  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  a  Methodist  lay 
preacher,  as  you  know.  He  has  accepted 
the  chairmanship  of  all  our  British 
crusades.  This  will  help  bring  to  us  a 
segment  of  society  the  church  has  never 
been  able  to  reach  in  England  —  the 
working  class.  The  Anglican  Church 
especially  has  never  been  able  to  reach 
the  working  class. 


Q- 


Q- 


Church  relief  agency 
issues  $ 50,000  appeal 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Even  as  fighting  stopped  and  U.S.  and 
Cuban  wounded  were  going  home, 
church  leaders  in  this  country  continued 
last  week  to  criticize  the  U.S.  invasion  of 
Grenada. 

But  the  nation’s  leading  Protestant 
relief  agency  —  Church  World  Service  — 
swung  quickly  into  action. 

CWS,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  announced  from 
New  York  an  initial  appeal  for  $50,000  for 
Grenadan  relief. 

Executive  director  Paul  F.  McCleary, 
a  United  Methodist  minister,  said  the 
appeal  may  be  extended  after  full  needs 
are  clarified  and  the  extent  of  support  in 
Grenada  from  European  church-related 
relief  agencies  is  known. 

One  of  the  strongest  reactions  to  the 
U.S.  invasion  came  from  the  Rev.  Alan 
Walker,  an  Australian  and  director  of 
world  evangelism  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

‘‘By  invading  Grenada,”  Dr.  Walker 


said,  “the  U.S.  has  struck  a  heavy  blow 
at  its  world-wide  moral  leadership. 

“Friends  of  America  are  dismayed 
and  shocked  at  the  repudiation  of 
standards  which  should  govern 
relationships  between  independent 
countries  in  the  modern  world. 

“The  U.S.  is  adopting  the  same 
immoral  policy  which  Soviet-Russia  is 
following  in  Afghanistan  and  Poland  .  .  . 

Criticism  of  a  different  son  came  trom 
the  Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodism’s 
communications  agency. 

In  a  telegram  to  President  Reagan,  Dr. 
Chambers  said  his  concern  has  nothing 
to  do  with  approval  or  disapproval  of  the 
U.S.  military  action  on  the  Caribbean 
island. 

“Rather,”  he  said,  “it  is  a  strong 
objection  to  the  prevention  of  the  free 
flow  of  information,  in  that  a  news 
blackout  was  imposed  for  several  days 
after  the  invasion  occurred.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


The  reason  is  that  Kennedy  called, 
having  heard  that  you  were  writing  it, 
and  asked  me  if  I  would  let  him  run  one 
side  by  side  by  Reinhold  Niebuhr  on 
Kennedy.  And  I  said,  ‘I  think  that’s  a 
good  idea,  but  I’ll  have  to  call  Billy 
Graham.’  ” 

I  said,  “Mr.  Luce,  this  is  an  answer  to 
prayer.  We  have  been  miserable.  I 
cannot  any  longer  give  you  any 
permission  to  print  that  article.  Let  me 
write  an  article  on  why  every  American 
ought  to  vote  in  any  election.” 

He  said,  “Oh,  I  wouldn’t  be  interested 
in  that.” 

I  said,  “Well,  I’m  going  to  write  it 
anyway  and  send  it  to  you.”  I  sent  it  to 
him,  and  he  called  me  back  and  said, 
“You  know,  this  is  a  good  article.  We’re 
going  to  run  it.”  And  they  did  in  the  next 
issue  of  Life  magazine.  But  I  didn’t  slant 
it  one  way  or  the  other,  so  it  couldn’t  be 
seen  as  partisan. 


Q- 


Billy  Graham  early  in  his  ministry 
(1950),  during  the  1960s,  and  at  the  mile¬ 
stone  age  of  65. 


And  the  free  churches 
haven’t  done  all  that  well,  either. 

A.  The  Wesleys,  you  know,  got 
out  among  the  working  people  and 
succeeded  to  a  certain  extent.  But  by 
and  large  the  working  classes  in  England 
have  never  been  reached  by  the  Gospel. 

We’re  also  getting  some  marvelous 
opportunities  on  television,  which  is 
normally  not  open  to  the  Gospel  in 
Britain. 


"•  Like  George  Thomas  in 
Britain,  many  political  leaders  in  this 
country  have  supported  you  through  the 
years.  Yet  you  seem  to  have  avoided 
getting  involved  in  partisan  politics.  How 
do  you  explain  that? 

A.  I  came  close  to  it  once,  when 
Mr.  Henry  Luce,  the  head  of  Time-Life, 
asked  me  to  write  an  article  about  a 
month  before  the  1960  election,  when 
Kennedy  and  Nixon  were  having  their 
first  “go.”  He  asked  me  to  write  an 
article  supporting  Nixon. 

It  took  me  just  one  day  to  write.  I  sent 
it  to  Mr.  Luce,  and  he  called  me  and  said, 
“Billy,  I  like  this.  We’re  running  it  next 
week  in  Life  magazine.”  And  I  said, 
“Well,  I  feel  miserable,  Mr.  Luce.  I  feel 
very  unhappy  about  it.  But  I  owe  so  much 
to  you  for  all  you’ve  done  for  me  over  all 
these  years.  And  secondly,  I  am  for  Mr. 
Nixon.  I  think  he’s  a  great  man  and  he’d 
made  a  great  president.  ’  ’ 

But  along  about  Thursday  my  wife  and 
I  were  so  agonizing  over  this  thing  that 
we  asked  God  to  intervene  if  it  was  His 
will  and  that  my  article  never  appear. 

Mr.  Luce  called  me  on  Saturday 
morning.  Now,  at  that  time,  Life 
magazine  would  go  to  bed  on  Friday.  And 
he  said,  “Billy,  I’ve  pulled  the  article. 


Do  you  now  or  have  you  ever 
considered  yourself  a  part  of  the  main¬ 
stream  or  mainline  of  American 
Protestant  thought? 

A..  Yes.  I  have  not  considered 
myself  either  to  the  right  or  to  the  left.  I 
considered  myself  to  be  more  in  the 
middle  and  I  have  tried  to  stay  away 
from  the  theology  battles  simply  because 
I  didn’t  feel  qualified.  But  I  did  do  certain 
things  to  help  what  I  would  call  the 
mainline  evangelical  cause. 

I  founded  Christianity  Today 
magazine.  The  evangelical  cause  in 
those  days  was  very  blurred  and  still  is 
blurred.  Who  knows  what  is  meant  by  the 
word  “evangelical”?  I  felt  that  it  did  not 
have  an  intellectual  voice  or  intellectual 
respectability.  I  felt  the  Christian 
Century  magazine  had  it  all  to  itself  in 
that  area,  and  they  were  not  pro-evangel¬ 
istic  at  that  time. 

So  we  started  this  magazine,  largely 
my  father-in-law,  Dr.  Bell,  and  myself. 

Let’s  speak  of  two  other 
recent  religious  publications,  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  “Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry”  document  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
“Inclusive  Language  Lectionary.”  How 
do  you  feel  about  those? 

A.  I’d  say  the  first  might  be  a 
unifying  force,  though  I  have  not  read  it 
in  full.  I  would  think  the  latter  is  going  to 
be  very  divisive.  I’m  sorry  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  decided  to  put  it  out, 
because  I  think  it’s  going  to  become  a 
symbol  of  the  NCC,  and  they  don’t  need 
any  more  symbols  like  that. 

C)*  You  are  several  persons 
wrapped  up  into  one.  When  are  you  most 
comfortable,  most  yourself? 

A*  With  my  family.  I  enjoy  that 
part  of  my  life  better  than  any  other  part. 
I’m  more  relaxed  that  way.  My  wife  and 
I  just  spent  10  days  with  our  oldest 
daughter  at  their  home  in  Florida.  Our 
oldest  granddaughter  got  engaged  while 
we  were  there.  We  had  an  engagement 
announcement  party.  He  gave  her  the 
ring  publicly  and  had  a  religious 
ceremony  giving  the  ring.  He  has  a 
Lebanese  background  and  she  has  a 
partially  Armenian  background.  Her 
father,  my  son-in-law,  is  Armenian- 
Swiss.  He  is  a  psychologist.  They  have 
seven  children. 

Last  night  I  talked  with  another 
daughter  who  lives  just  north  of  Dallas.  I 
asked  about  all  the  children  and  talked  to 
each  of  them  separately.  I  try  to  do  that 
on  a  weekly  or  certainly  a  monthly  basis. 

I  try  to  talk  to  each  grandchild  who’s  old 
enough  to  talk. 


Q- 


What  message  do  you  have 
for  oncoming  generations  and  for  the 
church  of  the  21st  Century? 

A«  I  would  like  to  see  the  church 
give  more  attention  to  the  Bible.  I’d  like 
to  see  clergy  give  a  great  deal  of  thought 
and  effort  and  time  to  expository 
preaching.  That’s  the  one  thing  that  I 
think  is  sometimes  missing  in  our 
churches.  Real  Bible  teaching.  And  I 
think  that  any  person  who  saturates 
himself  or  herself  in  Scripture  is  going  to 
have  the  right  outlook  on  all  of  life. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  light  of  advance 
interest  —  pro  and  con  —  in  the  ABC 
television  drama,  “The  Day  After,”  the 
Reporter  assigned  Associate  Editors 
John  A.  Lovelace  and  Stephen  Swecker 
to  preview  the  program.  What  follows 
are  their  impressions,  Mr.  Lovelace’s  as 
a  film  "review,”  Mr.  Swecker’s  a  per¬ 
sonal  commentary.  Following  those  are 
specific  suggestions  for  discussion  by 
those  who  see  the  film  Nov.  20. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

LAWRENCE,  Kan.  -  Kansas 
University  occasionally  gets  “wiped  out” 
on  the  football  field.  But  no  matter  what 
happens  to  the  team  this  year,  the  whole 
place  —  team,  town  and  campus  —  will 
be  “wiped  out”  on  ABC  television 
Sunday,  Nov.  20. 

That’s  the  night  ABC  will  show  its 
frighteningly  realistic  two-hour  drama, 
“The  Day  After,”  attempting  to  depict 
what  would  be  left  after  a  nuclear  attack 
on  a  typical  American  city. 

Veteran  actor  Jason  Robards  is  the 
only  person  with  continuity  and  identity 
throughout  the  intense  show.  The  final 
seconds  show  him  as  a  scarred,  broken 
physician  kneeling  in  the  rubble  of  what 
was  his  home  and  home  town.  That  is 
ABC’s  way  of  indicating  that  on  the  real 
“day  after,”  if  it  ever  happens,  there  will 
be  little  life  or  hope  of  life. 

“Church”  is  seen  only  once  as  a  small 
white  frame  rural  Church  of  the 


Brethren  where  a  young  couple  is  to  be 
married  the  next  day.  But  that,  it  turns 
out,  is  “the  day  after.” 

Throughout  the  film,  no  one  prays,  at 
least  not  visibly  or  audibly,  and  no  one 
cries  out  to  a  God  who  would  allow 
humanity  to  be  destroyed. 

This  university  town,  its  academic  and 
rural  surroundings  and  its  proximity  to 
Kansas  City  —  the  actual  site  of  the 
nuclear  blast  —  are  filmed  accurately 
and  credibly.  This  is  obviously  ABC 
television’s  attempt  to  say  to  any  viewer 
anywhere,  “This  could  be  you.” 

Anyone  who  thinks  otherwise  could  be 
in  the  position  of  Robards’  wife.  Early  in 
the  drama,  as  the  couple  listens  to  news 
reports  of  military  alerts  and  impending 
problems  in  Europe,  they  remember  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis  from  the  early  1960s. 

“The  bomb  didn’t  happen  then,  and  it’s 
not  going  to  happen  now,”  she  argues, 
saying  the  words  aloud  almost  as  if  to 
convince  herself.  “They’re  not  that 
crazy,”  she  continues  in  obvious 
reference  to  the  Soviets. 

But  then  she  asks,  with  only  her 
unanswering  husband  to  hear,  “What  if  it 
does  happen?  What  do  we  do?” 

The  answers  are  hot  pretty  and  they 
are  not  hopeful.  That’s  why  they  deserve 
to  be  seen  and  discussed,  preferably  in  a 
group;  and  not  just  as  an  extraordinary 
Sunday  evening  exercise  but  as  a  serious 
search  for  what  survival  could  require 
and  what  it  might  mean  to  survive. 


Film  stirs  comment 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

’’The  Day  After”  concludes  with  a  state¬ 
ment  by  its  producers:  “It  is  hoped  that 
the  images  of  this  film  .  .  .  will  help  the 
nations  of  the  earth  avert  that  fateful  day.” 

That  “fateful  day,”  of  course,  refers  to 
some  future  exchange  of  nuclear  weapons 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union 
which  devastates  life  on  our  planet. 

But  how  likely  is  “The  Day  After”  to 
have  a  “deterrent”  effect  on  the 
continued  development  and  possible 
future  use  of  nuclear  weapons? 

Some  who  have  previewed  the  film 
have  reported  feelings  of  “incredible 
sadness”  and  an  agonizng  identification 
with  the  ordinary  people  whose  lives 
were  destroyed  by  a  nuclear  blast. 
Others  have  reported  feelings  of  despair 
and  helplessness.  Still  others  have 
angrily  dismissed  the  film  as  part  of  an 
effort  to  embarrass  advocates  of  a  policy 
of  nuclear  deterrence. 

No  one  to  our  knowledge,  however,  has 
questoned  the  film’s  scientific  credibility. 
It  is  based  upon  an  impressive  and  im¬ 
aginative  depiction  of  the  facts  regarding 
nuclear  weapons  and  the  medical 
effects  of  a  nuclear  war  upon  human 
victims  and  plant  life. 

But  will  the  “facts”  change  the  feared 
course  of  history?  Many  viewers  are  likely 
to  identify  with  the  frustration  of  one  of 
the  film’s  characters,  a  pregnant  woman 
despairing  over  the  prospect  of  bringing 
a  child  into  an  already-doomed  world. 

"We  knew  about  bombs,  we  knew 
about  fall-out,  we  knew  about  them  for  40 
years,”  she  lamented.  “But  nobody  was 
interested.” 

The  meaning  seems  clear:  If  “The  Day 
After”  only  serves  to  add  to  the  public’s 
knowledge  of  the  “facts”  about  nuclear 
war,  it  likely  will  not  result  in  a  response 
any  more  significant  than  that  already 
being  made  by  peace  advocates. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  film  helps 
viewers  identify  their  fears  about 
nuclear  war  —  and  stimulates  them  to 
think  about  their  hopes  for  the  future, 
then  it  may  well  result  in  a  new 
understanding  of  what  the  facts  mean 
and  what  can  be  done  about  them.  In  that 


case,  “The  Day  After”  could  serve  a 
prophetic  function  by  calling  viewers  to 
life-giving  action  through  an  emotionally 
and  spiritually  powerful  confrontation 
with  death. 

Christians  will  profit  by  discussing 
feelings  and  insights  arising  from  their 
viewing  of  the  film,  especially  those 
relating  to  biblical  ideas  of  sin,  salvation 
and  God’s  will  for  humanity. 

The  even  greater  challenge,  however, 
will  be  to  relate  any  resulting  conclusions 
to  the  conditions  of  the  present  by  asking 
the  searching  question  posed  by  Paul  L. 
Lehmann,  professor  of  systematic 
theology  at  New  York’s  Union 
Theological  Seminary: 

“What  am  I,  as  a  believer  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  a  member  of  His  church,  to 
do?” 

Discussion  Guide 

The  following  suggestions  for  viewing 
were  assembled  by  United  Methodists  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania. 

1.  After  the  viewing  a  few  moments  of 
silent  reflection  may  be  very  important. 

2.  Speak  personally  about  your  feelings 
and  allow  everyone  present  to  be  heard 
IF  they  wish  to  share. 

3.  Discuss  such  questions  as:  What  do 
you  believe  is  the  hopeful  Christian 
response  to  this  film?  What  do  you  be¬ 
lieve  are  the  alternatives  to  the  arms 
buildup  that  the  US  and  the  USSR  are  . 
currently  engaged  in?  In  what  ways  can 
we  assure  that  politicans  will  hear  our 
feelings  and  thoughts  about  the  issues 
raised  by  this  film? 

4.  Take  some  definite  action.  Draft  a 
letter  or  petition  reflecting  the  concerns 
of  the  group  and  send  it  to  your  Senators 
and  Representatives. 

5.  Write  or  call  President  Reagan  at  the 
White  House,  Washington,  D.C.  20500, 
White  House  Comment  Desk,  202-456- 
7639. 

6. Discuss  some  next  steps  and  make  a 
commitment  to  call  each  other  the  next 
day  for  support  and  fellowship. 

7. Before  leaving  each  other,  pray  for 
peace  and  nuclear  disarmament  and  sing 
a  hymn  such  as  “O  God,  Our  Help  In 
Ages  Past.” 


Vice  President  for  Academic  Affairs 
and  Dean  of  the  College 

Hendrix  College  invites  applications  or  nominations  for  the  position  of  Vice  President  for  Academic 
Affairs  and  Dean  of  the  College,  with  duties  beginning  the  academic  year  of  1984-85.  The  position  requires 
an  experienced  teacher  and  scholar  who  will  function  as  an  executive  officer  to  coordinate  the 
administrative  functions  of  the  area  of  academic  affairs  and  who  will  work  directly  with  the  faculty  and  its 
committees  in  formulating  educational  policies  and  putting  into  effect  educational  programs.  The  salary 
is  competitive,  and  the  College  offers  a  good  benefit  package. 

Applicants  should  send  a  current  resume,  a  letter  addressing  the  applicant's  specific  interests  in  and 
qualifications  for  this  position,  and  three  letters  of  recommendation  for  this  specific  position.  All 
materials  should  be  submitted  no  later  than  January  l,  1984  to  Office  of  the  President,  Dean  Search 
Committee,  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Arkansas  72032 

Hendrix  College,  a  private,  undergraduate,  liberal  arts  college  related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
has  a  coeducational  enrollment  of  about  1,000,  a  history  of  academic  excellence,  and  an  endowment  of 
approximately  525  million.  Hendrix  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer  and  seeks  to  increase  the  diversity 
within  its  administration,  faculty,  staff,  and  student  body. 


THE  CHURCHES’ 
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ANNOUNCES 

Four  New  Books  on  Vital 
Issues  By  Center  Authors 

Available  from  the  Center 

The  Center  is  broadly  supported 
by  major  Protestant  and  Ortho- 
’  Chi  * 
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urches  and  by  many  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  leaders  and 
organizations. 


Alan  Geyer,  Executive  Director 


Redeeming  The  City:  Theology, 
Politics  &  Urban  Policy.  Ronald 
D.  Pasquariello,  Donald  W. 
Shriver,  Jr.  and  Alan  Geyer. 
Pilgrim  Press. 

$10'95'  RI:,'^EM)NG 
i  he  City 
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The  Idea 
Of  Disarmament! 

Rethinking  the  Unthinkable. 
Alan  Geyer.  Brethren  Press. 
$12.95. 

World  Economy  and  World 
Hunger:  The  Response  of  the 
Churches.  Robert  L.  McCan. 
University  Publications  of 
America. 

$6.00. 


_  And  Our 

BUSSS. 


Faith,  Justice  &  Our  Nation’s 
Budget.  Ronald  D.  Pasquariello. 
Judson  Press. 

$7.95. 
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History  of  Hymns 

Anglican  clergyman 
gives  thanks  to  God 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Come,  ye  thankful  people,  come, 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home! 

All  is  safely  gathered  in, 

Ere  the  winter  storms  begin; 

God,  our  Maker,  doth  provide 
For  our  wants  to  be  supplied: 

Come  to  God’s  own  temple,  come, 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  favorite  season  of 
the  year.  Our  urban  society  is  not  so 
aware  of  the  harvest  of  crops  in  the  fall 
as  those  who  live  in  rural  communities. 
Nonetheless,  “Come,  Ye  Thankful 
People,  Come”  a  hymn  long  associated 
with  this  season,  will  be  sung  in  many 
churches  throughout  the  land. 

Henry  Alford,  the  author  of  these  lines, 
was  an  Anglican  clergyman  gifted  in 
many  areas.  A  noted  scholar, 
theologian,  poet,  writer,  and  musician, 
he  had  a  distinguished  career  in  the 
Church  of  England. 

A  little  more  than  a  dozen  years  after 


he  wrote  the  hymn  in  1844,  he  was 
appointed  dean  of  Canterbury  Cathedral, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in 
1871. 

He  lived  a  full  and  productive  life,  yet 
he  thrived  in  the  investment  of  his 
energies  in  many  activities.  One  of  his 
friends  commented  that  at  the  end  of  a 
demanding  day,  Mr.  Alford  would  “stand 
up,  as  at  the  end  of  a  meal,  and  thank 
God  for  what  he  had  received. ’ ’ 

The  opening  stanza  of  the  hymn  is  an 
invitation  to  express  gratitude  from 
thankful  hearts  for  God’s  bounty. 
Stanzas  two  and  three  refer  to  the 
parable  of  the  tares  and  Jesus’ 
explanation  of  the  parable  as  recorded  in 
Matt.  13. 

The  music  was  composed  by  George  J. 
Elvey  in  1858,  for  the  words  of  another 
hymn.  Three  years  later,  a  London 
hymnal  put  Elvey’s  music  with  Alford’s 
words  and  they  have  been  inseparable 
ever  since. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Immortal  Love,  Forever  Full” 


WHITEWATER,  Kans.  —  Four  railroad  hopper  cars  loaded  with  800,000  pounds  of 
wheat,  donated  by  Christian  farmers  in  Kansas,  was  shipped  from  New  Orleans  last 
month.  The  wheat  is  headed  for  Bombay,  India,  where  it  will  be  used  in  community 
health  centers  operated  by  the  churches.  More  than  8,000  people  are  expected  to 
benefit  from  this  shipment  made  through  CROP,  an  arm  of  Church  World  Service. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Kanas  wheat  shipped  to  India 


Dear  Deborah 


Church  member  weary  of  religious  politics 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  former  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  who  recently  left  it 
because  of  the  political  activities  of  the 
denomination’s  agencies  and  adminis¬ 
trators.  The  political  policies  advocated 
in  church  literature  had  finally  become 
so  offensive  and  embarrassing  to  me  that 
I  could  no  longer  tolerate  them.  I  do  not 
want  to  drop  out  of  organized  religion  as 
many  former  members  of  the  church 
have  done. 

I  would  like  to  become  affiliated  with  a 
denomination  whose  members  are 
religiously  similar  to  the  members  of  my 
church  whom  I  have  known  but  without 
political  activities  so  that  people  with  all 
political  views  would  feel  free  to  be 
members. 

In  looking  at  various  denominations  I 
have  found  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Mormon  church,  denominations  whose 
administrators  are  free  from  the  control 


of  rank  and  file  members  all  advocate 
ultra-left  political  policies.  And  where 
denominational  administrators  are 
subject  to  the  control  of  rank  and  file 
members  all  advocate  ultra-right 
political  policies. 

I  am  interested  in  joining  a  denomi¬ 
nation  —  not  an  organization  which 
advocates  the  political  policies  of  the 
administrators  who  have  control  of  it.  If 
you  can  recommend  one  which  you 
believe  I  would  find  satisfactory,  I  would 
appreciate  your  doing  so. 

Yours  very  truly, 
ArtF. 

Dear  Art: 

It  saddens  me  that  you  have  with¬ 
drawn  your  membership  because  it 
is  as  a  member  of  a  particular  group 
that  one’s  opinions  have  weight. 
Your  questions  are  complicated  and 
difficult  to  answer  in  a  short  letter.  I 
do  not  think  you  will  find  a  VITAL 


and  COMMITTED  denomination 
serving  Jesus  Christ  that  is 
completely  uninvolved  in  the  world 
around  it.  And  I  think  such  a  group 
would  be  antithetical  to  basic 
Christian  doctrine.  How  can  we  love 
our  neighbor,  let  alone  our  enemy,  if 
we  ignore  how  he/she  is  hungry  or 
oppressed?  LOVE  IS  ACTION  and 
our  question  is  how  to  be  active, 
when  to  be  active  and  where  to  take 
action. 

Actually  the  UMC  is  well  equipped 
to  balance  opposite  views.  We  have 
a  democratic  system  in  that  leaders 
are  elected,  or  selected  by  elected 
leaders.  Perhaps  too  many  of  us  have 
been  negligent  in  our  attention  to 
those  we  choose  for  places  of 
responsibility. 

We  have  before  us  in  our  own  time 
the  horrendous  example  of  a  church 
body  that  chose  to  keep  silent  about 


any  ana  all  things  political,  the 
church  in  Germany  during  the  rise 
of  Hitler.  God  save  us  from 
indifference  to  life  around  us! 

You  have  been  very  sharp  in  your 
analysis  of  what  happens  in  the 
various  kinds  of  denominations.  A 
denomination,  as  a  country,  usually 
gets  the  kind  of  leadership  it 
deserves.  The  very  idea  of  a 
LEADER  means  someone  who  is 
able  to  go  out  ahead  of  the  crowd.  A 
leader  challenges  us  to  change  and 
act  and  fulfill  our  destiny.  I  would 
like  to  see  you  come  back  into  the 
United  Methodist  church  and  begin 
to  work  hard  in  some  areas  you 
truly  care  about.  Would  you 
consider  this? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  in  living  the  Chris- 
tain  faith  and  life.  Write:  “Dear  Deb¬ 
orah,”  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222. 


Missionaries  help 
in  flood  cleanup 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  (BP)  —  As  water 
dumped  by  a  rare  flood  receded  from 
southern  Arizona,  Southern  Baptists 
joined  the  massive  clean-up  effort. 

Six  days  of  torrential  rain  early  in 
October  dyed  the  desert  lush  green  but 
washed  out  roads  and  filled  homes  with 
swirling  mud  and  water.  The  state  was 
declared  a  disaster  by  the  director  for  the 
Arizona  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

“At  least  25  percent  of  our  churches 
have  been  involved  in  relief  efforts,” 
Stallings  estimated.  “I’m  very  proud  of 
what  our  churches  are  doing.” 


Pontius'  Puddle 


I  CAN  NEVER  REMEMBER 
THETHANKSG-IVING  STORY 
IS  IN  TME  OU)  OR  NEW 
TESTAMENT.  k  A 
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Baptist  minister 
seeks  presidency 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson’s  “rainbow  coalition”  of 
the  dispossessed  poured  out  by  the 
thousands  to  hear  the  Baptist  minister 
officially  declare  himself  a  candidate  for 
the  Democratic  presidential  nomination 
and  promise  to  restore  a  “redemptive 
spirit”  to  the  nation. 

An  unexpected,  overflow  crowd  of 
about  3,000  packed  into  Washington’s 
convention  center  here  for  what  was 
billed  as  a  news  conference  but  turned 
into  a  political  rally  marked  by  heavy 
religious  and  patriotic  overtones.  As 
symbolic  of  this  so-called  rainbow 
coalition,  the  rally  drew  black,  Hispanic, 
women’s,  student,  and  American  Indian 
leaders  who  vowed  to  work  hard  in  their 
communities  for  the  42-year-old  civil 
rights  leader’s  drive  for  the  White  House. 

“I  seek  the  presidency  to  serve  the 
nation  at  a  level  where  I  can  help  restore 
a  moral  tone,  a  redemptive  spirit  and  a 
sensitivity  to  the  poor  and  dispossessed 
of  this  nation,”  declared  Mr.  Jackson. 
His  30-minute  announcement  made 
him  the  eighth  Democrat  to  declare  his 
candidacy  for  the  party’s  nomination, 
and  the  first  black  since  former  Rep. 
Shirley  Chisholm,  who  appeared  on  the 
platform  with  him. 

“This  is  not  a  black  campaign,”  the 
charismatic  civil  rights  leader  continued 
as  more  than  100  platform  guests,  mostly 
women  and  minority  members,  looked 
on.  “It  is  a  campaign  through  the  eyes  of 
the  hurt,  and  the  rejected,  and  the 
despised,  those  left  naked  before  the 
Lord  in  the  wintertime.” 

At  one  point,  Mr.  Jackson  asked  “all 
the  ministers  to  stand  up  wherever  you 
are,”  and  roughly  50  people  stood.  The 
request  underscored  the  Jackson 
campaign’s  heavy  dependence  on 
churches  and  congregations  as 
organizing  bases  to  offset  the  weakness 
of  a  small,  inexperienced  formal 
campaign  organization.  After  the 
announcement,  the  ministers  met  to  map 
out  strategy  for  a  group  called  “Ministers 
for  Jackson”  led  by  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Bishop  H.  Hartford  Brookins 
of  Los  Angeles. 

The  audfence  response  to  the  bishop’s 
sermon-like  speech  shook  the  convention 
center,  when  he  declared,  “This  is  the 
day  we  say  no  to  politics  as  usual.  This  is 
the  day  we  announce  not  a  candidacy  but 
a  crusade.  This  is  the  day  we  ask  the 
churches  of  this  nation  to  live  up  to  the 
tenets  of  their  faith.  We  call  on  the  Moral 
Majority  to  show  its  morality  and  come 
out  for  Jesse  .  .  . 

“If  we  are  clergy,  we  cannot  just  be 
preachers  who  say  what  is  happening 
now,  but  what  will  happen.  We  must  be 
prophets.  We  must  proclaim  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,”  the  bishop  declared. 

Anti-Semite  charge  hurled 

Twice » Mr.  Jackson’s  address  was 
disrupted  by  shouts  of  “enemy  of  our 
people”  and  “anti-Semite”  from  several 
Jewish  activists  protesting  the  black 
leader’s  friendly  meeting  with  Palestine 
Liberation  Organization  chief  Yasir 
Arafat.  But  the  second  shouts  were 


drowned  out  by  cries  from  the  crowd  of  ’  '' 
“Run,  Jesse  Run.” 

Before  the  formal  announcement  here,  ' 
New  York  City  Councilman  Noach  Dear, 
an  active  member  of  the  large  Jewish 
community  there,  called  Mr.  Jackson  a 
threat  to  black-Jewish  relations.  “I  think 
he’s  dangerous  to  the  Jewish  • 
community,”  Mr.  Dear  said.  “It’s  not 
that  we  can’t  support  a  black  candidate,  -• 
but  I’m  opposed  to  Jesse  Jackson  him-  •• 
self.  He  has  always  played  footsie  with 
the  PLO  (Palestine  Liberation  Organiza-  1 
tionh” 

•/j.- 

Calls  for  Arab  ties 

Asked  by  reporters  about  such .  f 
charges,  Mr.  Jackson  declared,  “I  am 
not  anti-Semitic.  It  is  a  charge  without 
foundation.”  He  said  he  supports  Israel’s 
right  to  exist  within  safe  and  secure 
borders,  “but  we  also  must  have  c#( 
normalized  ties  with  Arab  countries.”  He 
expressed  the  hope  that  Jews  and  blacks 
would  “sit  down”  during  his  campaign  . 
“to  resolve  our  differences.  ” 

During  his  address,  Mr.  Jackson  , 
quoted  from  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  and  praised  the 
“cherished  principles”  on  which  this 
nation  was  founded.  He  called  the 
Reagan  administration  “pro-rich  and 
pro-military,”  and  even  chided  the  . 
Democratic  Party  for  remaining  “pas¬ 
sive”  amid  high  unemployment,  U.S. 
support  for  repressive  governments, 
“undeclared  wars 
without  clear  mis¬ 
sions,”  and  reduc¬ 
tions  in  funds  for 
civil  rights  enforce¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Jackson,  who 
as  a  young  man  left 
Chicago  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  to 
join  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  at  the 
Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference,  will  run  what  his  , 
aides  are  calling  a  “nine-state  strategy” 
and  will  focus  on  86  congressional  dis¬ 
tricts  where  at  least  26  percent  of  the 
electorate  is  black.  The  20  percent  figure  • 
is  the  key  because  that  is  what  a  candi-  • 
date  must  get  to  qualify  for  a  share  of  ■ 
the  party’s  presidential  delegates.  A 
sizeable  number  of  delegates,  which  : 
aides  admit  will  be  hard  to  come  by, 
would  allow  Mr.  Jackson  to  make  de¬ 
mands  at  the  Democratic  national 
convention. 

At  the  news  conference,  which  Mr. 
Jackson  said  he  wanted  to  hold  among 
“the  people”  in  the  convention  center,  a 
reporter  from  the  National  Catholic 
Register  asked  him  why  he  had  reversed 
his  strong  position  against  legal  -  -. 
abortion.  Mr.  Jackson  didn’t  say  why,  ; 
and  only  stated  his  new  position,  that 
abortion  should  be  a  “matter  of  choice”  ; 
left  to  women,  although  he  added  that  he  * 
wouldn’t  “encourage”  it.  He  changed  his  ; 
position  last  summer  after  meetings  with 
women’s  groups,  who  make  up  an  ■ 
important  part  of  the  rainbow  coalition. 


Mr.  Jackson 


What’s  ahead  in  genetic  engineering? 


US- Vatican 
links  near 
final  vote 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Repeal  of 
the  116-year-old  ban  on  funds  for  a 
U.S.  diplomatic  mission  to  the 
Vatican  became  a  virtual  certainty 
with  approval  by  House-Senate 
conferees  of  legislation  permitting 
President  Reagan  to  appoint  an 
ambassador  to  the  Vatican. 

An  issue  which  had  sparked  bitter 
religious  conflict  in  past,  the  new 
efforts  to  resume  formal  diplomatic 
ties  to  the  Vatican  never  raised 
motions  or  any  serious  opposition, 
despite  criticism  by  some  Protestant 
leaders.  The  measure  won  the 
approval  of  conferees  as  quietly  as  it 
did  in  the  Senate,  which  had  tacked  it 
onto  the  State  Department 
authorization  bill  and  passed  the 
measure  in  a  little-noticed  voice  vote 
without  holding  any  committee 
hearings. 

Expected  approval  of  the  measure 
by  the  full  Congress  would  authorize 
the  immediate  appointment  of  an 
ambassador  to  the  Vatican  by  the 
president,  who  has  not  officially  made 
known  his  intentions.  But  Sen. 
Richard  Lugar  (R-Ind.),  sponsor  of 
the  amendment,  has  said  the  White 
House  “welcomes”  the  move  and  will 
probably  “take  this  action.” 

The  legislative  action  overturns  a 
ban  Congress  placed  on  funding  for  a 
U.S.  diplomatic  mission  to  the 
Vatican  in  1867  after  a  debate  filled 
with  religious  animosity.  The  U.S. 
had  established  ties  with  the  Holy  See 
in  1848,  at  a  time  when  the  Pope  ruled 
all  of  central  Italy,  a  territory  then 
known  as  the  papal  states.  Today,  the 
president  has  a  special  representative 
to  the  Vatican,  William  A.  Wilson. 

Protestant  leaders  active  in  church- 
state  separation  issues  have 
denounced  the  proposed  resumption 
of  ties  to  the  Vatican  as  a  show  of 
official  preference  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  noting  the  fact  that 
no  hearings  were  held.  They  have  also 
warned  that  the  efforts  could  stir  new 
religious  conflict.  However, 
opposition  is  not  widespread  and  the 
critics  themselves  don’t  give  the  issue 
a  high  priority. 


By  JOSEPH  BERGER 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

SCENARIO:  In  a  smoky  screening 
room,  the  world’s  movers  and  shakers 
are  getting  ready  to  watch  a  film.  But 
this  is  no  ordinary  film.  This  film  has  the 
wonder ous  power  of  prophecy. 

The  lights  dim,  images  flicker  on  the 
screen,  and  soon  the  leaders  are  clucking 
with  pride.  It  is  10  years  into  the  future, 
and  thousands  of  people  are  being  cured 
of  devastating  genetic  disorders  like 
sickle-cell  anemia,  Tay-Sachs  disease 
and  Downs’  syndrome.  But  as  the  film 
advances  another  25  years,  the  delighted 
faces  begin  to  stiffen.  Couples  are  filling 
a  Park  Avenue  doctor’s  office  waiting  for 
genetic  surgery  that  will  give  them 
prettier  and  smarter  children.  Harvard 


Christians 

“Genetics,  Ethics  &  Parenthood,” 
edited  by  Karen  Lebacqz.  New 
York:  Pilgrim  Press,  1983. 

“Coping  with  Genetic  Disorders: 
A  Guide  for  Clergy  and  Parents,”  by 
John  C.  Fletcher.  San  Francisco: 
Harper  and  Row,  1982. 

By  CAROLE  C.  DEILY 

Discoveries  in  the  science  of  genetics 
are  moving  us  forward  into  a  world  of 
new  options  and  responsibilities.  Two 
recent  books  are  helpful  in  orienting  our 
thinking  as  Christians  about  unfamiliar 
and  perplexing  issues. 

“Genetics,  Ethics,  and  Parenthood”  is 
a  popular  treatment  of  the  subject  and  is 
an  excellent  book  for  adult  or  teenage 
study  groups  or  Sunday  school  classes. 
Rather  than  giving  pat  answers,  the  book 
offers  discussion  questions  and  a  frame¬ 
work  for  decision  making.  Its  focus  is  on 
genetic  technologies  now  available. 

First  is  the  power  to  become  parents, 
now  extended  to  many  more  couples  via 
artificial  insemination,  surrogate 
motherhood,  and  in  vitro  (test-tube) 
fertilization.  Parenthood  as  portrayed  in 
the  Scriptures  is  discussed  and  themes 
discerned,  such  as  children  as  a  gift  from 
God,  childbearing  as  continuity  for  the 
tribe,  and  primacy  of  our  relationship 
with  God,  more  important,  even,  than  a 


University  has  begun  screening 
newborns  for  their  genetic  talents  so  it 
can  keep  an  eye  on  students  it  may 
someday  want. 

The  leaders’  perturbation  soon  grows 
to  horror.  Another  25  years  has  passed 
and  a  Soviet  scientist  is  manufacturing 
an  E.T.-like  creature  —  a  chimpanzee 
implanted  with  human  genes  for 
dexterity,  and  endurance  and  other  skills 
useful  for  soldiering  or  simply  mowing  a 
lawn.  U.S.  politicians  are  stumping  the 
country  lamenting  the  monkey  gap.  The 
solution:  develop  a  new  species  of 
thoroughly  human  super-soldiers  who 
are  more  agile  and  more  savvy  than  the 
Soviet  prototype. 

The  movers  and  shakers  are  aghast. 
“Stop  the  film !  ”  cries  out  one  mover. 


beloved  child.  We  are  reminded  of  the 
church  as  an  extended  family,  ready  to 
accept  all  of  its  “children.” 

The  second  power  discussed  is  the 
power  to  control  the  “quality”  of  our 
children.  This  refers  to  the  use  of  genetic 
counseling  and  testing  (amniocentesis, 
ultrasonic  scanning,  x-rays,  and 
fetoscopy )  to  see  if  genetic  abnormalities 
are  present  in  a  developing  fetus.  Should 
the  results  prove  the  fetus  is  defective, 
the  question  of  selective  abortion  is 
raised. 

When  considering  the  painful  and 
complicated  question  of  abortion,  the 
book  tells  us,  we  might  ponder  on  human 
frailty  and  the  idea  that  our  lives  can  be 
completed  only  in  God,  on  human 
suffering  as  a  part  of  life,  and  on 
suffering  as  an  opportunity  for 
recognizing  God’s  grace  and  being  en¬ 
abled  by  it. 

Not  all  Christians  will  agree  on  the  best 
course  of  action,  but  each  of  us  must 
think  of  acting  on  behalf  of  the  unborn 
child  in  a  way  that  fits  our  overall 
pattern  of  life  and  promotes  the 
development  of  Christian  character. 
We  must  try  to  be,  as  best  we  can,  the 
“kind  of  people  that  God  loves.” 

As  a  local  church,  we  should  be 
supportive  of  our  members  who  face 
genetic  dilemmas,  providing  them  with 


“Don’t  do  it,”  warns  a  shaker.  “We’re 
going  to  debase  the  human  race,  change 
forever  the  meaning  of  being  human, 
give  ourselves  powers  we  do  not  have  the 
wisdom  to  control.” 

The  projector  grinds  to  a  halt,  the 
lights  come  on  and  the  world  leaders 
saunter  out,  determined  to  do  something 
before  the  events  they  have  foreseen 
come  to  pass. 

The  scenario  is  pure  fiction,  of  course. 
But  its  import  is  not.  As  humankind 
stands  on  the  uncertain  threshold  of  the 
Genetic  Age,  a  number  of  scientists, 
politicians  and  religious  leaders  are 
wondering  if,  before  proceeding,  it  is 
imperative  to  gaze  into  a  crystal  ball  of 
possible  developments  in  genetic 
engineering,  weigh  up  the  benefits  and 


“a  community  life  of  faith,  love  and 
acceptance,  and  pastoral  counseling, 
prayer  and  assistance  in  finding  the 
meaning  of  life.”  We  could  become 
further  involved  through  educational 
efforts  and  advocacy,  promoting  genetic 
screening  and  legislation  to  aid  the 
disabled. 

“Coping  with  Genetic  Disorders”  is  a 
more  specialized  book.  Directed  mainly 
toward  the  clergy  and  parents  facing  a 
genetic  problem,  it  offers  a  basic  course 
in  applied  human  genetics. 

Dr.  Fletcher,  an  Episcopal  priest,  has 
an  urgent  concern  about  how  a  minister 
can  be  a  “faithful  companion”  to  people 
who  must  make  genetic-related 
decisions. 

In  the  last  three  chapters  of  the  book, 
Dr.  Fletcher  tries  to  answer  questions 
posed  to  him  about  how  God  can 
permit  such  terrible  things  to  happen  to 
little  children. 

Writing  in  a  scholarly,  informed,  and 
experienced  way,  Dr.  Fletcher  shares 
the  knowledge  he  has  gained  by  working 
and  suffering  with  genetic  problems.  It 
should  prove  very  valuable  to  concerned 
clergy  persons. 

Carole  Deily,  a  frequent  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter,  is  a  member  of  Christ  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Plano,  Tex. 


risks,  and  decide  whether  it  is  worth 
going  ahead. 

In  June  religious  leaders  representing 
nearly  every  major  faith  group  called  on 
Congress  to  ban  engineering  on  the 
human  sperm  and  egg.  The  leaders 
suggested  that  they  had  gazed  into  the 
crystal  ball  and  did  not  like  what  they 
saw. 

The  organizer  of  the  petition,  Jeremy 
Rifkin,  a  dilettantish  writer  who  just 
happened  to  have  a  book  on  genetic 
engineering  coming  out  at  the  same 
time,  bandied  about  some  doomsday 
scenarios,  scenarios  of  Hitler-like 
breeding  of  a  master  race  and  biological 
caste  systems.  The  religious  figures  who 
accompanied  him  at  the  press 
conference  were  Jeremiah-like. 

“Are  we  good  enough?”  asked  Bishop 
Finis  Crutchfield,  former  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 
“And  do  we  have  any  business  seizing 
God’s  prerogative  until  we’re  good 
enough?” 

Some  scientists  were  not  primarily 
upset  by  the  letter.  For  them,  the  letter 
was  the  latest  illustration  of  the  historic 
tension  between  science  and  religion. 

“Do  we  have 
any  business 
seizing  God’s 
prerogative.  .  ,? 

Nevertheless,  the  distinction  of  the 
names  on  the  list  could  not  be  ignored, 
and  a  debate  has  ensued.  Proponents  of 
genetics  experimentation  are  quick  to 
point  out  that  the  scenarios  that  so 
disturbed  the  religious  leaders  are 
overblown  science  fiction  rather  than 
science.  Science,  they  assert,  is 
struggling  with  far  more  modest 
ambitions.  The  days  of  manipulating 
such  complex  traits  as  intelligence  are 
decades,  perhaps  lifetimes,  away. 

Many  ethicists  see  the  “playing 
God”  slogan  as  a  red  herring,  a  savory 
herring,  but  red  nonetheless.  Human 
beings,  in  that  sense,  have  always  played 
God,  virtually  eliminating  polio  and 
smallpox,  increasing  the  human  life  span 
by  25  years,  granting  infertile  women  the 
capacity  to  bear  children,  holding  back 
death  with  life-sustaining  machinery. 


Many  of  the  therapies  we  now  have  alter 
the  gene  pool  forevermore.  Insulin,  for 
example,  assures  that  diabetes-prone 
people  will  be  around  to  reproduce. 

“It  is  the  nature  of  the  human  being  to 
tamper  with  his  nature,”  said  Willard 
Gaylin,  a  psychologist  and  president  of 
the  Hastings  Center,  a  Westchester, 
N.Y.,  institute  that  does  research  on. 
ethical  issues  in  the  life  sciences . 

Dr.  Gaylin  feels  “human  sensibility, 
and  morality,”  without  bureaucratic, 
regulation,  will  guard  against  the  ex*r 
tremes  envisioned  by  the  prophets  of' 
doom.  “It’s  only  when  the  government 
steps  in  that  you  have  eugenics' 
(controlled  breeding  of  people  to  foster" 
particular  traits),”  Dr.  Gaylin  says.  So  i(‘ 
is  ironic,  he  says,  that  it  is  the  opponents 
of  genetic  engineering  that  are  inviting. , 
the  government  in. 

Liebe  Cavalieri,  a  biochemist  at  the. 
Sloan-Kettering  Institute  of  Cancer  Re-’' 
search  in  New  York  City,  would  like  to 
see  a  grass-roots  movement  develop  to 
stimulate  public  discussion  of  the  genetic  ' 
engineering  question. 

“Everybody’s  going  to  enjoy  or  pay  the  . 
social  costs,”  he  says.  “Everyone  is 
going  to  be  touched  by  it.”  Until  that-, 
discussion  is  held,  he  favors  a 
moratorium  on  genetic  engineering  with  * 
germline  cells. 

Instead  of  an  outright  ban  on  genetic 
research  affecting  human  heredity, 
Congress  is  considering  a  compromise 
measure  that  would  create  a  15-member 
commission  to  review  developments  in- 
the  field  and  report  to  the  president  on 
their  implications. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

A  wonder 

By  JEAN  RASMUSSEN 

Layered  shale  and  sandstone 
mock  us  with  their  beauty. 

Who  painted  this  desert? 

Could  anyone  but  You,  Lord, 
stretch  color  mile  after  mile? 
Mockery  fades  into  echoes 
of  rejoicing.  Could  anyone 
layer  love  on  a  cross 
but  You  and  color 
our  charcoal  lives  first 
with  crimson  and  then  white? 


Book  Review 

ponder  genetics  ethics 


W i th  A  Thankful  Heart 

I - 1 

Dear  Mr.  Bridges:  ! 

In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell  1 
rather  than  needing  them,  I  wish  to  send  this  gift  every:  j 

I 

□  Week  j 

I 

□  Month  1 

□  Year  j 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help.  j 


NAME: 

CITY 

STATE: 

ZIP. 

Horseback  riders  hitting  the  trail  at  ca  mp. 


Downs  Hall,  our  recreational  facility,  was  completed  in  March.  In  the  foreground  is  the  live  oak  tree  planted 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  DeeRiggin.  , 


' 
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This  stained  glass  transom,  created  by  the  children  and  staff,  hangs  above  the  main  entry  doors  in  Downs  Hall. 


Macdonell  United 
Methodist  Children's 


Services,  Inc. 


From  The  Executive  Director 


As  I  report  to  you  again  on  what  is 
becoming  our  annual  Thanksgiving 
message,  I  find  my  mind  whirling.  There 
has  been  so  much  happening  this  past 
year. 

In  March  we  were  able  to  move  back 
into  our  recreational  building.  Downs 
Hall.  This  beautifully-built  and  equipped 
building  has  enabled  us  to  add  new 
avenues  to  the  programs  that  we  provide 
to  add  enrichment  to  the  lives  of  our 
children. 

In  April  we  sponsored  a  chicken 
barbeque  here  on  campus  as  our  first 
endeavor  into  fund  raising.  The  funds 
raised  totalled  just  over  $2,000.  We  hope 
this  is  just  a  beginning.  We  plan  to 
continue  to  make  this  amount  grow  with 
our  annual  fund  raisings.  Our  ultimate 
goal  is  self-sufficiency. 

Open  House  and  the  rededication  of 
Downs  Hall  highlighted  the  month  of 
May.  At  our  May  board  meeting,  the 
annual  Open  House  was  reinstated  to  be 
held  the  first  Sunday  after  Easter.  In  1984 
Open  House  will  be  on  April  29th.  Be  sure 
to  make  this  date  on  your  calendar  as  we 
hope  to  see  all  of  you  here  for  this  event! 

The  first  week  of  June  the  children 
went  on  their  annual  camping  trip.  This 
year  they  were  off  to  Camp  Timberlanes 
in  southern  Mississippi.  Included  in  their 
camp  activities  were  horseback  riding, 
swimming,  picnicking,  water  sliding, 
fishing,  hiking,  a  hayride  and  rodeo.  It  all 
added  up  to  a  fun-filled  week  for  the 
children. 

Upon  returning  from  camp,  a  few  days 
rest  were  needed  before  beginning  the 
summer  program.  Planned  classes, 
clubs,  arts  and  crafts,  free  swim  and 
swimming  lessons  provided  the  children 
with  a  busy,  active  and  constructive 
summer.  On  top  of  this,  field  trips  were 
planned  for  every  Friday.  A  few  of  the 
trips  that  the  children  took  this  year  were 


to  Grand  Isle,  the  State  Capitol  and 
Audubon  Zoo. 

In  July  we  sent  out  a  sample  mailing  to 
introduce  our  Christmas  card  program 
to  local  individuals  and  businesses.  The 
card  bears  our  logo  surrounded  by  a 
beautiful  wreath.  An  insert  card  is  added 
which  states  a  Christmas  gift  has  been 
given  by  the  donor  to  the  children  of 
MacDonell  in  honor  of  the  recipient.  This 
program  enables  the  donor  to  remember 
friends  while  helping  to  provide  for  the 
children.  (See  note  below) 

In  August  the  children  went  on  their 
back-to-school  shopping  sprees  to 
purchase  clothing  and  school  supplies. 

I  have  visited  many  of  your  churches 
this  year  in  order  to  acquaint  you  with 
the  problems  at  MacDonell  as  well  as  to 
inform  you  of  the  changes  in  attitudes 
toward  child  care.  We  find  that  we 
continue  to  be  too  dependent  on  public 
funds  in  order  to  carry  on  our  program. 
As  I’ve  said  before,  when  80%  of  our 
budget  comes  from  the  state  it  means 
that  more  of  our  policies  are  developed 
by  that  body  rather  than  by  the  church. 
We  are  thankful,  of  course,  for  the  many 
blessings  that  we’ve  received  throughout 
the  year  and  for  the  generosity  of  many 
of  you.  However,  until  this  agency 
becomes  financially  independent  there 
will  always  be  the  danger  that,  although 
we  operate  under  the  name  of  the  church, 
the  state  can  come  in  and  tell  us  what  we 
can  and  cannot  do. 

Historically,  the  church  has  been 
involved  in  ministry.  We  see  ourselves  at 
MacDonell  as  being  involved  in  a 
redemptive  ministry,  attempting  to  help 
heal  the  emotional,  ahd  occasionally, 
physical  wounds  of  children.  It  has  been 
our  contention  that  although  the  state 
provides  the  same  services,  the  church 
provides  it  in  the  name  of  Christ.  It  is 
extremely  important  that  if  any  of  you 


G.  J.  Bridges.  MSSW,  ASCW,  BCSW 
Executive  Director 

feel  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  to  care  for  damaged  children, 
that  you  remember  these  children  when 
you  are  planning  for  the  deposition  of 
your  estates  after  your  death,  your  tax 
planning  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  in 
general,  your  charitable  contributions. 

MacDonell  was  founded  in  1919  out  of  a 
real  concern  to  meet  the  needs  of  people 
that  were  not  being  met.  Throughout  the 
year  we  continue  to  evaluate  and  assess 
what  we  are  doing,  whether  all  needs  are 
being  met  by  these  public  bodies,  and  in 
turn,  changing  our  program  accordingly. 
We  are  still  in  the  process  of  growing  and 
developing.  There  are  still  so  many 
unmet  needs  for  these  children  that 
cannot  be  met  without  the  funds  to 
accomplish  them.  I  genuinely  hope  that 
when  you  sit  down  with  your  family  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  to  share  and  give 
thanks  for  your  bounty,  that  you  will 
think  of  those  who  are  very  much  in  need 
of  your  prayers  and  giving. 


Let  Us  Play  Santa 

Santa  on  his  sleigh,  silver  bells,  and  children  around  a 
brightly  decorated  Christmas  tree  are  all  images  that  may  be 
found  adorning  the  multitude  of  Christmas  cards  that  are  mailed 
to  loved  ones  throughout  the  holiday  season. 

This  year,  MacDonell  is  asking  you  to  let  us  send  your  season’s 
greetings.  We  have  a  beautiful  Christmas  card  which  can  be  used  by 
our  donors  to  express  their  love  for  their  family  and  friends,  and  at 
the  same  time  provide  a  merrier  Christmas  for  the  children  at 
MacDonell. 

If  you  will  remember  MacDonell  this  Christmas  with  a  donation  and 
a  list  of  your  friends  and  family  who  will  receive  this  card,  we  will  do 
the  mailing  for  you.  We  ask,  however,  that  you  remember  the  price 
of  postage  and  make  your  list  with  the  size  of  your  donation  in 
mind.  We  would  be  glad  to  take  this  one  chore  off  your  hands, 
and  your  donation  will  prove  a  blessing  throughout  the 
new  year. 


Memorial  walk  borders  the  Intracoastal  Canal  waters.  These  trees  may  be  named  in  memory  of  a  loved  one 
for  $500.00  or  more. 
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Bishop  Galloway  Assigned 


Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  meeting  at 
San  Francisco,  California,  to  fill  the 
remainder  of  the  quadrennium  as  Bishop 
of  the  Louisiana  Area,  according  to 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt,  President  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s  College 
of  Bishops.  Bishop  Galloway  succeeds 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  whose 
sudden  death  created  the  vacancy  on 
October  3. 

A  native  of  Arkansas,  Bishop  Galloway 
was  educated  at  Hendrix  and  Henderson- 
Brown  Colleges,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  and  Yale  Divinity  School. 
Ordained  in  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  he  pastored  churches  in 
Arkansas  and  Connecticut,  and  in  1950 
was  appointed  to  Boston  Avenue 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

Bishop  Galloway  was  awarded 
honorary  doctorates  from  Arkansas 
A.M.  &  N.  College,  Hendrix  College, 
Oklahoma  City  University,  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  McMurray 
College,  and  has  been  a  trustee  of  many 
educational  and  civic  institutions.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Program 
Committee  for  the  General  Conferences 
of  1956  and  1960. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  elected 
him  to  the  episcopacy  in  1960,  and  he 
was  assigned  to  the  San  Antonio  area.  He 
also  served  the  Arkansas  Area  and  the 
Houston  Area,  from  which  he  retired  in 


Metairie  Marks  Jubilee 


Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway 


1976. 

Bishop  Galloway  is  married  to 
Elizabeth  Boney  Galloway,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Paul  Vernon,  Jr. 
The  Galloways,  who  will  make  their 
home  in  Baton  Rouge  during  their 
interim  ministry,  arrived  on  Monday, 
November  21,  to  assume  their  new 
duties.  He  was  serving  as  the  Bishop-in- 
Residence  at  Boston  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  Tulsa,  prior  to  the 
new  appointment. 


By  GERALD  GLASER 
Metairie  United  Methodist  Church 
Jubilee,  a  name  that  denotes  200  years 
of  Methodist  life  and  mission  upon  the 
North  American  continent,  was 
celebrated  September  25-October  30, 1983 
at  Metairie  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie.  Twenty-four  children  and 
adults  attended.  The  program,  suggested 
by  Secretary  Debi  Graves,  was  approved 
by  the  church’s  Council  on  Ministries  and 
taught  by  Rev.  Richard  Gillespie  and 
Mrs.  Linda  Bright. 

Pastor  Gillespie  ended  the  six-week 
series  with  an  assembly  during  Sunday 
School  at  which  certificates  were  given 
out.  Mrs.  Bright  taught  the  children 
using  media  packets  and  learning 
centers  which  included  displays. 


Jubilee,  which  will  continue  through 
1988,  is  being  celebrated  by  United 
Methodists  and  some  20  other 
denominations  of  Wesleyan  Heritage  as 
part  of  the  Bicentennial  Year  in  the 
period  of  April  1984  to  January  1985.  It 
was  developed  at  the  request  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  Bicentennial 
Planning  Committee  authorized  by  the 
1976  General  Conference. 

In  the  year  of  Jubilee,  a  celebration 
that  recurred  every  half  century,  the 
Jews  reasserted  their  national  priorities. 
They  set  before  themselves  ideals  of 
justice  that  had  been  allowed  to  languish. 
Jubilee,  announced  by  the  blast  of  a 
trumpet,  required  the  rich  to  relinquish 
the  land  and  slaves  they  had  come  to  own 
since  the  last  jubilee  so  that  equality 
could  be  restored. 


Persons ,  Churches  &  Events 


National  Boss’  Day  Celebrated 
In  Lake  Charles  District 


On  Thursday,  October  27,  1983,  the 
Church  and  Financial  Secretaries  of  the 
Local  Churches  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  invited  their  respective  bosses 
to  have  lunch  in  appreciation  and 
celebration  of  “National  Boss’  Day.’’ 
Thirty-two  secretaries  and  ministers/ 
bosses  attended  at  the  Plantation  House 
Restaurant  in  Lake  Charles.  ' 

Those  attending  were:  from  Henning 
Memorial,  Rev.  Bob  Potter,  Marie 
Cruce,  Connie  Irving,  Rev.  D.  W.  Poole, 
and  Penny  Carnahan;  from  Wesley, 
Sulphur,  Rev.  Gene  Kimble  and  Joni 
Koonce;  from  Maplewood,  Rev.  Richard 
Poss  and  Averytt  Dahlquist;  from  Welsh, 
First,  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin  and  Dorothy 
McCown;  from  St.  Luke-Simpson,  Dr. 
Chuck  Simmons,  Deede  Covington  and 
Sylvia  Myers;  from  University,  Dr. 
Woody  Smith,  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  Mr.  Bill 
Ford,  Bo  Renthrop  and  Maxine  Gordon ; 
from  First,  Lake  Charles,  Rev.  Henry 
Bowden,  Dr.  Jim  Schaub,  Dr.  Carl  Lueg, 


Shfrtey  Bourgeois  and  Mary  Boston; 
from  Oak  Park,  Rev.  Steve  Caraway  and 
Nila  Gerhart;  from  Jennings,  First,  Rev. 
Jimmie  Pyles  and  Oneda  Fruge;  from 
Eunice,  First,  Rev.  Bill  Rowell  and 
Euvah  Hollander;  and  from  the  District 
Office,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke  and  Cathey 
Lannerd. 

Since  last  January,  the  secretaries  of 
the  Lake  Charles  District  have  been 
meeting  for  lunch  once  each  month,  and 
in  July  held  S.E.E.  in  1983  (secretary’s 
enrichment  event)  at  the  District  Camp. 
Each  secretary  contributed  as  a 
“resource  person”  —  and  each  went 
home  with  her  own  personal  Workbook 
made  on  the  spot. 

Birth  Announcement 

William  Harry  Willis,  Jr.,  new  son  of 
Rev.  Bill  and  Judy  Willis,  was  born  on 
November  2, 1983.  Baby  William  has  two 
sisters,  Ginnie  and  Charlotte.  Rev.  Willis 
is  Associate  Minister  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Minden. 


Dr.  David  G.  Trickett,  pastor  of  the 
North  Baton  Rouge  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Vice  Chair  of  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  (and  Louisiana)  UNICEF 
Committee,  met  with  Mayor  Pat  Screen 
of  Baton  Rouge  on  National  UNICEF 
Day,  October  31.  Mayor  Screen 
presented  Trickett  with  a  proclamation 
which  recognized  his  administration’s 
awareness  of  the  importance  of 
UNICEF’s  efforts  to  improve  the  well¬ 
being  of  children  around  the  world. 

*  *  * 

Tulane  University’s  Program  of  Judeo- 
Christian  Studies  is  featuring  a 
continuing  series  of  lectures  on  “Religion 
and  Science  Todayr”  Professor  John  T. 


Noonan,  Jr.,  of  the  University  of 
California  School  of  Law,  gave  the 
November  10  lecture  on  “Public  Policy 
and  Religion  Today.”  On  Wednesday, 
December  7,  Professor  Stephen  Toulmin 
of  the  University  of  Chicago  will  speak  on 
“Religion  and  the  Ideas  of  Nature.”  The 
lectures  are  held  in  the  Rogers  Memorial 
Chapel. 

On  Saturday,  September  24  the  ladies 
of  Pontchatoula  First  United  Methodist 
Church  enjoyed  a  luncheon,  followed  by  a 
fall  fashion  show,  sponsored  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women.  The  show  was  held 
in  the  fellowship  hall  and  was  a  benefit 
for  missions. 


Thompson  Is  Advent  Presenter 
For  Satellite  Lectionary  Series 


Father  William  G.  Thompson,  S.J.,  the 
Catholic  Presenter  for  the  Lectionary  TV 
Series,  is  dealing  with  the  Gospels  for 
Advent  each  Tuesday  at  12:00  noon 
(WestarS,  Channel  15). 

Father  Thompson  was  an  Associate 
Professor  of  New  Testament  at  the  Jesuit 
School  of  Theology  in  Chicago  from  1967- 
1971.  He  has  also  taught  at  Loyola 
University  Institute,  Seabury  Western 
Theological  Seminary  and  the  University 
of  Chicago  Divinity  School.  His  New 
Testament  specialty  is  the  Gospels,  and 
he  is  the  author  of  a  new  book  entitled, 
“The  Gospels  for  Your  Whole  Life.” 


Christmas  Eve  Worship  To 
Keynote  Bicentennial  Observance 


Atlanta  (UMNS)  —  The  observance  of 
the  1984  Bicentennial  of  Methodism  in 
America  will  be  launched  with  a 
Christmas  Eve  worship  service  on  CBS- 
TV  December  24-25, 1983. 

The  Pan-Methodist  service  will  be 
broadcast  live  on  CBS-TV  from  12 
midnight  to  1  a.m.  EST  (11  p.m.-12 
midnight  CST,  10-11  p.m.  MST,  9-10  p.m. 
PST).  The  telecast  will  originate  from 
historic  Lovely  Lane  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  successor  to 
the  Lovely  Lane  Meeting  House  where 
the  famous  “Christmas  Conference”  of 
1784  was  held,  at  which  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  born.  That 
denomination  was  the  common  spiritual 
forebear  of  the  five  Methodist  churches 
\hat  will  join  in  the  Chirstmas  Eve 
service  and  that  are  cooperating  in  many 
bicentennial  observances:  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Free  Methodist  and  United 
Methodist. 

By  choice  of  the  Pan-Methodist 
Bicentennial  Committee,  comprised  of 
representatives  of  the  five  churches,  the 
‘preacher  will  be  a  United  Methodist.  He 
is  the  Rev.  Edward  W.  Bauman,  Jr., 
pastor  of  Foundry  United  Methodist 
£hurch,  Washington,  D.C.  Considered 
'  one  of  America’s  foremost  preachers, 
Dr.  Bauman  has  had  a  television 
ministry  for  many  years.  He  currently 
appears  on  the  weekly  national  United 
Methodist  cable  program  “Children  of 
Abraham.”  An  author,  he  has  taught  at 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  and 
American  University  in  Washington. 

In  choosing  Dr.  Bauman  from  among 
several  names  suggested,  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee  said 
it  was  guided  by  several  criteria, 
including  ability  to  relate  to  media, 


ability  to  “communicate  with  the  whole 
church,”  grasp  of  Biblical-theological- 
historical  concepts  of  Methodism  and 
Christian  home,  and  experience  in  the 
church  as  a  preacher. 

The  worship  leader  and  chief  liturgist 
will  be  Bishop  J.  Madison  Exum, 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  of  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Pan-Methodist 
Bicentennial  Committee. 

Representatives  of  the  five 
cooperating  Pan-Methodist  churches  will 
lead  various  parts  of  the  service,  which 
will  be  an  adaptation  of  an  order  for 
morning  prayer  of  John  Wesley, 
Methodism’s  founder.  The  service  is  one 
recommended  for  use  by  congregations 
of  the  five  churches  at  Advent  1984.  A 
Pan-Methodist  choir  will  sing. 

Producer  of  the  program  for  CBS  will 
be  Nadine  E.  Sapia,  New  York, 
production  manager  and  associate 
producer  for  cultural  and  religious 
broadcasts  for  CBS.  Working  with  her 
will  be  Ben  T.  Logan,  New  York,  a  senior 
producer  in  the  Public  Media  Division  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Plans  for  the  nationwide  broadcast 
were  worked  out  at  a  bevy  of 
Bicentennial  meetings  Sept.  26-27  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

William  Richards,  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  public  relations  director  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
coordinator  of  Bicentennial  media 
events,  said  the  broadcast  will  be  the 
first  major  media  event  of  the 
Bicentennial.  Others  are  anticipated. 

It  is  crucial  for  leaders  and  members 
of  the  five  denominations  to  contact  their 
CBS  affiliate  stations  and  urge  them  to 
carry  the  Christmas  Eve  program,  Mr. 
Richards  said.  Major  promotional  efforts 
are  being  launched.  These  will  include  a 


poster  to  be  sent  to  every  Pan-Methodist 
congregation  and  a  letter  to  be  sent  to 
every  United  Methodist  pastor  and  15,000 
local  church  Bicentennial  chairpersons. 
He  said,  “This  is  an  unparalleled 
opportunity  to  celebrate  the  heritage  and 
horizon  of  American  Methodism.” 


Father  William  Thompson 


Student  Day 

Sunday,  November  27 


EMLC  Jurisdictional  Leadership 
Seminar  Scheduled 


By  DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 

The  second  jurisdictional  leadership 
seminar  on  National  and  International 
Affairs  will  be  held  November  30- 
December  3  in  New  York  City.  The  event 
will  be  sponsored  by  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  the  United 
Methodist  Seminars  on  National  and 
International  Affairs. 

Four  members  of  the  Conference 


Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Task 
Force  will  be  attending.  They  are:  Mrs. 
Marta  Sanfiel,  Attorney  Carl  Stewart, 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  and  Rev.  Roger 
D.  Lathan. 

The  seminar  will  be  convened  at  the 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations 
across  from  the  U.N.  building.  The  four- 
day  learning  and  sharing  experience  will 
bring  together  fifty-one  participants 
from  the  seventeen  annual  conferences 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 
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International  Lesson  Series 


God's  Witnessing  People 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Matthew  5:13-16,  28:18-20,  I  Corinthians 
5:18-21, 2  Timothy  4: 1-2 

This  is  the  last  in  a  five-part  series  on 
“God  Relates  To  His  People.”  In  this 
series  we  have  considered:  “God’s 
Gracious  Covenant,”  “God’s  Steadfast 
Love,”  “God’s  Indwelling  Spirit,”  and 
"God’s  Called-Out  People”  —  different 
ways  in  which  God  does  relate  to  us.  His 
children. 

Today  we  respond  as  “God’s 
Witnessing  People,”  and  the  questions 
that  come  to  mind  as  we  think  about 
witnessing  are:  when,  where  and  how. 
Some  have  compared  witnessing  to 
selling,  and  we  certainly  have  many 
examples  of  salesmanship  on  radio,  T.V., 
and  in  the  printed  media.  Large 
corporations  have  researched  the 
markets  and  have  determined  the  best 
approaches  and  methods  as  well  as  the 
best  times  to  “make  their  pitch.” 

When  it  comes  to  Christian  witnessing, 
however,  we  are  not  as  scientific  or 
knowledgeable  in  our  “market 
research.”  Sometimes  our  efforts  are 
rather  hit-and-miss.  Jesus  spent  three 
years  teaching  his  disciples  the  essence 
of  evangelism,  and  these  teaching 
experiences  have  been  handed  down  to 
us  as  examples  of  effective  witnessing. 

In  Matthew  5,  Jesus  speaks  in  images, 
first  calling  his  disciples  the  salt  of  the 
earth.  Salt  seasons  and  preserves.  Most 
importantly,  salt  permeates  the  whole  of 
whatever  it  touches.  He  also  calls  them 
the  light  unto  the  world  —  at  least,  that’s 
what  they  are  called  to  be.  Cities  on  the 
tops  of  hills  can  be  easily  seen  —  they 
“witness”  to  their  own  presence. 
Witnessing  disciples  must  be  like  cities 
on  the  tops  of  hills  in  that  their  lights  may 
never  be  hidden.  Rather,  they  are  given 
to  the  world  and  seen  by  everyone. 
Importantly,  Jesus  says,  the  disciples  let 
their  light  shine  not  for  any  personal  gain 
or  praise,  but  that  God  will  be  glorified. 

In  Matthew  28,  Jesus  gives  his  final 


charge  to  the  disciples.  He  asserts  that 
God  has  given  him  all  authority  in 
heaven  and  on  earth  —  so  the  disciples 
see  Jesus  himself  as  a  full  expression  of 
God’s  power,  might,  and  purpose.  Jesus 
tells  his  followers  that  they  are  not  to  let 
the  good  news  die  or  remain  restricted  to 
a  small  group  of  their  “own  kind.”  They 
are  to  go  to  persons  of  all  nations  and 
make  of  them  disciples.  They  are  to  offer 
conversion,  baptize,  and  tell  the  good 
news  to  all  peoples.  Finally,  as 
affirmation  of  a  divine  covenant,  Jesus 
promises  to  be  with  them  always,  even  to 
the  close  of  the  age. 

Paul's  words  to  the  Corinthians  speak 
of  God’s  reconciling  his  children  unto 
himself,  then  giving  them  a  “ministry  of 
reconciliation”  and  a  “message  of 
reconciliation.”  Whoever  has  been 
reconciled  is  then  a  minister  of 
reconciliation.  This  is  a  right  response  to 
God’s  love  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  final 
verse  of  this  passage  is  often  confusing 
but  simply  means  that  although  Jesus 
was  himself  sinless  he  shared  so  deeply 
in  the  sins  of  persons  that  they  were 
completely  transformed  by  God’s 
righteousness. 

The  passage  from  Timothy  gives 
instructions  that  the  Word  is  to  be 
preached,  effectively.  Persons  who 
preach  are  to  use  many  methods,  but 
they  are  to  be  intense,  urgent,  diligent, 
convincing  and  (if  necessary)  pleading 
in  their  proclamation.  They  are  to 
witness  to  God’s  great  love  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

How  can  we  elaborate  or  expand  on 
what  the  scripture  tells  us?  It’s  all  there 

—  that  we  are  called  to  receive  the 
salvation  God  offers  in  Christ,  then 
called  to  witness  in  all  that  we  do,  say, 
and  are  to  the  saving  love  of  God.  When? 

—  At  all  times  (even  during  our  work 
days  or  fun  days).  Where?  — 
Everywhere,  and  we  must  be  alert  and 
look  for  opportunities.  How?  —  With  our 
total  beings  —  words,  actions,  way  of  life, 
influence,  countenance,  gestures, 
attitudes,  motives.  We  are  called  to  be 
God’s  witnessing  people. 


Editorial 

Still  Thankful  For  UMsl 


Most  of  you  will  receive  this  issue  the 
day  after  Thanksgiving  —  but  that’s 
close  enough.  Yes,  I’m  still  thankful  for 
United  Methodists.  We  come  in  all  colors 
and  languages  and  wear  everything  from 
the  gray  of  Madison  Avenue  to  the 
colorful  costumes  of  the  lower  Americas 
and  the  islands  —  to  the  jeans  and  sweat¬ 
shirts  of  Pat  Culligan’s  Youth. 

Also,  we  still  hold  to  John  Wesley’s 
admonition  to  give  each  other  the  hand  — 
our  hearts  being  the  same.  This  doesn’t 
mean  that  we  all  agree  theologically  or 
ritualistically.  Some  of  us  are  as 
informal  as  Quakers  or  the  Church  of 
God  —  others  as  liturgical  as  Lutherans 
and  Episcopalians.  Some  of  us  are  totally 
bible-centered,  while  others  are 
experience-oriented.  And,  praise  God, 
there’s  room  for  us  all.  Now,  we  don’t 
always  like  each  other  and  often  believe 
the  other  extreme  is  way  off  base,  but 
we’re  United  Methodists. 


young  people  in  the  meeting.  When  the 
Good  News  group  and  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  (MFSA) 
both  had  their  say  I  felt  good  that  there 
was  room  for  them  —  though  widely 
polarized.  Although  I  feel  strongly  that 
homosexual  ordination  will  definitely  not 
take  place  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  there  was  Affirmation  (the 
gay/lesbian  caucus)  having  a  voice  and 
at  least  explaining  their  position. 

I  again  affirm  the  thesis  of  my 
editorial,  which  said,  “The  System  Will 
Carry  Us  Through."  It  has,  and  for  that  I 
am  extremely  thankful.  It  has  also 
brought  us  another  outstanding  Bishop  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be  the 
episcopal  and  spiritual  leader  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Welcome  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Galloway,  and  God’s  love  and 
grace  empower  and  bless  you  as  you 
come  to  be  with  us ! 

—  E.F. 


At  Baltimore  several  weeks  ago, 
Nancy  Carruth  and  I  represented  the 
Louisiana  Conference  at  the  Pre-General 
Conference  briefing  for  the  heads  of 
delegations  and  communicators.  We  saw 
the  representation  of  blacks,  orientals, 
hispanics,  women,  the  handicapped  and 


(Ed.  Note  —  In  the  editorial,  “The 
System  Will  Carry  Us  Through,"  Dr. 
Jimmie  Caraway’s  title  should  have  been 
the  Director  of  Financial  Affairs  —  not 
Treasurer-Business  Manager,  which  I 
had  been  accustomed  to  writing  for  some 
time.) 


United 

Methodist 

Information 

Service 


Quick  answers  to  questions  about  your 
church.  A  service  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


800/251-8140 


Editorial 

Appropriate  action  taken  on  ‘gay’ 
church  application  to  join  NCC 


We  believe  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  Governing  Board  deserves 
commendation  for  its  decision  to  “post¬ 
pone  action  indefinitely”  on  a  proposal 
that  would  have  declared  a  predominant¬ 
ly  homosexual  denominational  eligible 
for  NCC  membership  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18). 

The  NCC’s  president  characterized  the 
action  as  a  “polite  ‘no’  ”  to  a  bid  by  the 
27,000-member  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  to  join  the  31 -member 
ecumenical  organization.  He  also  in¬ 
terpreted  the  vote  as  a  clear  indication 
that  the  majority  of  NCC-related 
denominations  do  not  approve  of 
homosexual  lifestyles. 

We  affirm  both  of  those  in¬ 
terpretations.  The  NCC  has  within  its 
ranks  the  same  range  of  views  on  this  is¬ 
sue  as  there  is  in  United  Methodism  and 
most  other  denominations.  This  includes 
on  one  extreme  those  who  affirm 
homosexual  behavior  as  a  valid  alterna¬ 
tive  lifestyle  for  Christians;  at  the  other 
extreme  are  those  who  look  upon 
homosexual  behavior  as  a  kind  of 
ultimate  sin  and  who  are  unwilling  even 
to  discuss  new  findings  on  the  subject.  A 
vast  array  of  attitudes  and  opinions  lie 
between  these  extremes. 

Consequently,  no  one  is  likely  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  pleased  by  the  action  the  NCC’s 
Governing  Board  took.  Some  would  Jhave 
preferred  an  action  forever  slamming 
the  door  on  the  Metropolitan  Community 


Church’s  application.  Others  would  have 
preferred  to  welcome  the  group  into 
membership. 

Any  action  totally  pleasing  to  either  ex¬ 
treme  probably  would  have  been  wrong. 

But  why  should  Christians  be  rude  when 
it  is  possible  to  be  polite?  Why  give  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  equating  close-mindedness 
with  commitment  and  morality?  Why  not 
be  satisfied  to  make  appropriate 
decisions  for  today  and  entrust 
tomorrow  s  decisions  to  tomorrow’s 
church  leaders? 

We  believe  the  NCC  board  would  have 
been  unwise  to  declare  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  eligible  for  NCC 
membership.  We  believe  that  no 
organization  can  define  itself  primarily 
in  terms  of  the  sexual  lifestyle  of  its 
members  and  appropriately  be  con¬ 
sidered  an  orthodox  Christian  “church.” 

Likewise  we  believe  the  NCC  board 
would  have  been  unwise  to  take  no  action 
on  this  issue.  It  would  have  continued  to 
occupy  a  position  on  the  agenda  of  every 
future  meeting  that  would  be  completely 
out  of  proportion  to  its  importance. 

The  “indefinite  postponement”  action 
makes  the  NCC’s  corporate  position  on  the 
issue  quite  clear,  but  leaves  the  issue 
appropriately  open  for  additional  discus¬ 
sion  among  member-denominations.  It  also 
will  enable  NCC  leaders  to  focus  attention 
on  other  issues  of  greater  importance  to 
the  church’s  mission  and  ministry. 


"l  CARDED  YOU  Otsf 
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THE  1 1N1TED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Here  I  Stand 

Christians  must  acknowledge  and  deal 
with  ‘polytheistic’  solutions  to  living 


By  PAUL  CUSTODIO  BUBE 
“Hear,  O  Israel:  The  LORD  our  God  is 
one  LORD.”  Deuteronomy  6:4. 

I  am  overwhelmed  by  the  simplicity 
and  the  power  of  this  exhortation  from 
the  book  of  Deuteronomy.  This  statement 
—  commonly  called  the  “Shema,”  after 
the  Hebrew  word  for  “hear”  —  strikes  at 
the  heart  of  one  of  the  most  basic  presup¬ 
positions  of  the  Jewish  and  Christian 
faiths:  monotheism. 

If  your  upbringing  was  at  all  similar  to 
mine,  you  were  probably  taught  very 
early  that  Judaism  and  Christianity 
were  distinguished  from  paganism  by 
this  essential  doctrine.  I  was  taught  how 


Witness 

Carrots  at  Christmas  offer 
lesson  in  giving,  receiving 


Church  must  be  willing  to  ‘win’ 
when  mediating  in  worldly  affairs 


United  Methodists  should  take  pride  in 
the  accomplishments  of  our  church’s  9- 
member  Infant  Formula  Task  Force 
which  has  issued  what  likely  is  its  last  re¬ 
port,  including  recommendations  that  its 
work  be  carried  on  by  a  committee  with¬ 
in  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18). 

The  task  force  was  the  byproduct  of  a 
decision  by  the  UMC’s  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference  not  to  join  —  at  least  not  im¬ 
mediately  —  a  boycott  of  Nestle  products 
backed  by  many  other  religious  groups. 
Eventually,  it  became  involved  in  direct 
negotiations  with  Nestle  officials  who 
adamantly  had  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  concerns  expressed  by  the  boycotters 
about  Nestle’s  infant  formula  marketing 
practices  in  Third  World  countries. 

In  the  end,  Nestle  agreed  to  comply 
with  the  World  Health  Organization’s 
(WHO)  infant  formula  marketing  code, 
even  though  that  commitment  placed 
Nestle  at  a  competitive  disadvantage 
relative  to  other  companies.  As  one 
Nestle  official  recently  said:  “You  have 
twisted  the  tail  of  a  major  Swiss  com¬ 
pany  and  made  it  behave.” 

Of  equal  importance,  followup  efforts 
by  the  task  force  have  produced  similar 
commitments  from  the  three  major 
American  manufacturers  of  infant  for¬ 
mula  —  Abbott-Ross  Laboratories, 
Bristol-Myers,  and  American  Home 
Products  —  to  comply  with  the  WHO 
Code  in  Third  World  countries. 

We  believe  the  task  force  is  correct  to 
insist  that  those  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies  still  supporting  a  boycott  of  Nestle 
products  should  cease.  Preferably  this 
change  should  occur  voluntarily,  but  if 
necessary  by  virtue  of  a  mandate  from 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

The  boycott  of  Nestle  products  played 
a  key  role -in  making  possible  the  success¬ 
ful  mediating  efforts  of  the  Infant  Formu¬ 
la  Task  Force.  If  the  church  is  to  become 
involved  in  such  worldly  affairs,  it  must 
learn  how  to  “win”  as  well  as  how  to 
“protest.”  Unless  the  church  recognizes 
and  affirms  positive  business  practices 
when  they  occur,  there  is  no  incentive  for 
any  business  to  turn  from  what  the 
church  looks  upon  as  unfair  or  life- 
threatening  business  practices. 


The  Infant  Formula  Task  Force  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  Philip  Wogaman 
has  been  equally  prepared  to  achieve  its 
goal  by  protest  or  by  negotiation.  It  has 
shown  that  the  church  can  play  a  needed 
mediating  role  that  is  principled  but  not 
punitive  or  vindictive.  We  believe  its 
work  can  be  most  appropriately  affirmed 
and  rewarded  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference’s  approving  its  parting  recom¬ 
mendations,  including  provision  for 
similar  efforts  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
future. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  MARTHA  WILLIAMS 

For  several  months  I  had  been 
dreading  the  afternoon  of  December  24. 
Then  the  committee  would  wade  through 
the  snow  with  a  Christmas  basket  heaped 
with  fruit,  peanut  brittle,  and  always  a 
wrapped  gift  for  the  “sweet  little  girl.” 
Even  though  I  still  carried  the  pretty 
blue  purse  given  me  last  year,  I  tried  to 
invent  some  errand  so  that  I  wouldn’t  be 
home  when  the  kind  people  came  with 
food  they  knew  we  could  not  afford  that 
depression  winter  of  1933. 

All  through  December  I  had  been 
thinking  about  carrots.  That  summer  I 
had  peddled  many  bunches  of  them  from 
our  garden  to  kitchen  doors,  but  in  spite 
of  the  grasshoppers,  we  still  had  some 
carrots  to  store  in  our  root  cellar.  If  I 
could  just  contribute  some  of  them  to  the 
basket  committee,  I  would  be  a  giver  in¬ 
stead  of  a  receiver.  But  who  would  want 
them?  Carrots  really  weren’t  ap¬ 
propriate  for  Christmas  like  the 
bananas,  oranges,  bacon,  or  nuts  that 
would  come  in  our  basket.  So  I  mumbled 
a  "thank  you”  when  the  glowing  couple 
brought  the  bushel  basket  of  food  and  a 
red  scarf  just  for  me. 


Fifty  years  later  as  I  write  a  check  to 
the  Christmas  Food  Pantry  and  place 
money  in  the  Salvation  Army  kettle,  I 
wonder  what  I  have  learned  about  giving 
and  receiving.  Do  I  still  hesitate  to  give  a 
“home  grown”  gift?  Do  I  give  as  proof 
that  I  am  so  self-sufficient  I  no  longer 
need  the  love  and  concern  of  others? 
Most  important,  am  I  learning  to  receive 
with  grace  and  joy  gifts  of  criticism,  con¬ 
cern,  and  compassion  which  may  ruffle 
my  pride  or  offend  my  taste? 

Few  people  in  the  scrubby  little  town  of 
Bethlehem  were  anxious  to  receive  God’s 
gift  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes. 
Christmas  is  not  just  giving  carrots  or 
crystal,  but  it  is  a  time  for  receiving 
gifts  given  in  the  spirit  of  Him  whose 
Christmas  gift  the  world  so  often  rejects 
or  just  ignores. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Martha 
Williams,  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity- 
First  UMC  and  a  teacher  at  Lydia  Pat¬ 
terson  Institute  in  El  Paso,  Texas  (New 
Mexico  Conference). 


the  Babylonians,  then  later  the  Greeks, 
were  polytheists  who  worshiped  many 
gods;  different  gods  for  different 
situations. 

I  always  thought  that  it  was  strange 
that  those  ancient  pagans  could  not  see 
the  obviousness  of  belief  in  the  one,  true 
God.  Even  as  a  child  I  read  the  ancient 
mythologies  and  thought  how  capricious 
those  warring  gods  and  goddesses  were. 
How  could  anyone  put  his  or  her  faith  in 
those  fickle  and  competitive  beings? 
Polytheism  is  a  dead  belief  from  a  dead 
time. 

Or  so  I  thought.  A  few  years  ago  I  read 
a  little  book  about  monotheism  that  has 
caused  me  to  take  a  new  look  at  our 
beliefs,  and  the  presuppositions  behind 
them.  The  book,  “Radical  Monotheism,” 
by  H.  Richard  Niebuhr,  raised  a  startling 
question  for  my  personal  faith:  “Are  we 
monotheists  or  polytheists?”  I  thought 
this  was  a  strange  question  until  I 
realized  that  the  point  of  the  author’s 
was:  “In  whom  orwhat  do  we  place  our 
trust  and  loyalty?”  In  other  words,  what 
is  the  center,  or  centers,  of  our  faith? 
Other  gods  given  loyalty 

I  was  surprised  to  discover  that  the 
God  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ  was  one 
among  many  gods  to  whom  I  gave  my 
trust  and  loyalty.  Along  with  the  God  I 
worshiped  on  Sunday,  there  were  the 
gods  called  “school”  and  “money”  (to 
which  I  gave  most  of  my  trust  and  con¬ 
fidence),  and  the  god  called  “self”  (to 
which  I  gave  most  of  my  loyalty) . 

All  of  these  gods  were  competing  with 
the  one,  true  God  for  my  faith,  just  as  the 
Greek  gods  had  competed  with  each 
other  over  the  fate  of  Troy!  I  was  hum¬ 
bled  —  even  more,  convicted  —  by  the 
realization  that  I,  a  twentieth  century 
Christian,  was  a  polytheist,  through  and 
through. 

But  I  am  far  from  being  alone. 
Polytheism  is  a  cultural  problem,  not 
just  a  personal  one.  We  live  in  a  time  of 
competing  loyalties  and  lures  to  our 
trust.  True,  they  do  not  go  by  the  names 
of  Zeus,  Apollo,  Athena  and  Hermes,  but 
I  have  heard  them  called  by  the  names 
“technology,”  “militarism,”  “American 
strength,”  "liberalism,”  "conserva- 


tivism,”  "free-market,”  "welfare 
state,"  and  many  more.  These  gods, 
found  along  the  whole  spectrum  of  politi¬ 
cal  and  economic  ideologies,  are  all  com¬ 
peting  for  our  faith.  And  we,  as  Chris¬ 
tians  are  in  extreme  danger  of  forgetting 
who  the  one  true  God  is. 

As  we  confront  the  complex  and  dif¬ 
ficult  issues  before  us  today  —  such  as 
nuclear  proliferation,  world  hunger,  and 
racism  —  to  whom  or  what  do  we  turn  for 
wisdom  and  guidance?  In  whom  do  we 
place  our  ultimate  confidence  and 
loyalty? 

Commitment  leads  to  response 

I  see  many  Christians,  especially  those 
among  the  “religious  new  right,”  who 
are  discussing  these  issues  primarily,  if 
not  solely,  in  terms  of  strategy,  profit, 
and  expediency.  They  turn  to  different 
authorities  for  different  occasions.  But 
there  is  little  discussion,  if  any,  about 
what  our  loyalty  and  trust  in  God  calls  us 
to  do.  For  example,  the  question  of  a  con¬ 
tinued  military  build-up  is  too  critical  to 
God’s  creation  to  entrust  to  the  gods  of 
politics,  economics,  American  prestige, 
or  even  to  “being  number  one.”  Only 
commitment  and  trust  in  the  one,  true 
God  will  provide  a  Christian  response  to 
such  issues. 

This  is  why  the  pastoral  letter  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  on  nuclear  dis¬ 
armament  and  the  comparable  position 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  are 
so  important  to  genuine  Christian 
discussion.  These  groups  are  remind¬ 
ing  us  that  we  must,  in  the  final  analysis, 
after  considering  the  testimonies  of  ex¬ 
perts  and  special  interest  groups,  con¬ 
front  the  problems  of  our  world  from  the 
standpoint  of  our  Christian  faith  centered 
upon  the  one  God.  To  do  anything  less 
puts  us  in  jeopardy  of  becoming  modern 
day  polytheists.  Shema ! 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor,  Paul  Custodio  Bube,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  UMC,  Wilmington,  Califor¬ 
nia. 


United  Methodists  resting  too  much  on  past  laurels 
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To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  headlined 
“UMC  20-year  membership  losses 
analyzed”  (UMR,  Oct.  28),  I  served  41 
years  as  pastor  of  United  Methodist 
churches  and  some  of  its  predecessor 
denominations,  and  my  father  served  47 
years.  That  accounts  for  my  believing 
firmly  in  our  denominational  approach  to 
the  mission  of  the  church  in  its  many 
facets. 

However,  to  the  statement  “The 
biggest  factor  in  the  UMC’s  membership 
loss  has  been  its  failure  to  reach  persons 
without  a  church  affiliation”  should  be 
added  “its  clergy  and  laity  saying 
(though  perhaps  not  audibly)  ‘We  are 
United  Methodists;  that’s  reason  enough 
for  you  to  want  to  come  to  our  church !  ’  ” 

Certain  of  the  so-called  "fun¬ 
damentalist”  churches  have  not  been 
resting  upon  their  laurels,  resulting  in 
their  phenomenal  growth  in  many  areas. 
Do  the  “mainline”  churches  have  some¬ 
thing  to  learn  from  them? 

Paul  F.  McKinley 
Chariton,  Iowa 
Quote  offensive 
To  the  Editor: 

As  a  woman  and  as  a  member  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women,  I  was  hurt  and  of¬ 
fended  by  the  Rev.  Don  Waddell’s 
statements  in  the  article  headlined 
“Second  mission  agency  proposed”  in 
the  Oct.  14  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Waddell  seemed  to  make  the 
Women’s  Division  and  its  former 
missionaries  a  whipping  boy  for  all  of  the 
problems  he  sees  in  the  World  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


It  is  so  easy  to  lay  blame  on  these  “un¬ 
trained”  women.  More  than  that,  I  won¬ 
der  if  Mr.  Waddell’s  experience  with 
Women’s  Division  missionaries  extended 
beyond  Chile,  for  he  certainly  made  a 
sweeping  blanket  statement  concerning 
the  “lip-service”  of  all  these  mission¬ 
aries. 

I  wonder  also  how  much  “theological 
training”  one  must  have  in  order  to  share 
one’s  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  I  always 
thought  that  if  I  know  Him  and  have  ac¬ 
cepted  Him  as  my  Savior,  I  need  no  fur¬ 
ther  training  in  order  to  share  the  Good 
News.  Is  Mr.  Waddell  saying  that  I  may 
share  in  the  Good  News  but  I’m  not 
trained  enough  to  be  a  part  of  any 
decision-making  body?  pauj 

Akron,  Ohio 

Mission  head’s  words 
seriously  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  finished  reading  the  complete 
manuscript  of  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent’s 
speech,  captioned:  "Report  of  the 
General  Secretary  to  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  October  17,  1983”  (which  meeting 
you  reported  in  the  Oct.  28  and  Nov.  4 
issues  of  the  Reporter). 

As  I  read  his  report  to  the  board  I  was 
continually  reminded  of  the  great,  full- 
page  interview  you  had  with  Dr.  Nugent 
in  the  October  7, 1983  issue  of  the  Reporter, 
which  brought  hopeful  expectations  to  the 
hearts  of  many  United  Methodists. 

When  I  finished  1  hurriedly  put  the 
speech  alongside  the  interview  and 
began  to  compare  the  two.  I  guess  the 
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AHP  MINPS  TOR 
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BUT  1  VO  WISH 
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SOFTER  SO  WE 
COULP  HEAR  EACH 
OTHER  TALK 


‘Ripples’  will  go  on 
long  after  his  death 


When  United  Methodism’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  convenes  next 
week  in  Chicago  there  will  be  a  vacancy 
at  the  press  table. 

The  agenda  book  lists  Leonard 
Perryman  as  press  coordinator  for  the 
meeting,  but  Leonard  won’t  be  there.  He 
lost  a  lingering  battle  with  cancer  Nov.  15 
at  age  53. 

Fortunately  for  all  of  us  associated 
with  Leonard  and  the  GCOM,  that  body 
was  both  mindful  and  thoughtful  enough 
of  his  iliness  at  its  meeting  last  spring  to 
pay  special  recognition  to  him  for  his 
long  years  of  dispensing  news,  in¬ 
formation  and  interpretation  for  the 
church  which  he  loved. 

The  Advance  Committee  in  particular 
paid  Leonard  a  well-earned  tribute. 
That’s  the  group  which  oversees 
requests  for  the  millions  of  dollars  which 
United  Methodists  give  annually  in 
second-mile  support  of  specific  outreach 
ministries.  Leonard  had  become 
something  of  a  specialist  in  reporting  on 
and  interpreting  the  Advance.  In  fact,  he 
was  responsible  for  editing  the  special 
Advance  supplement  to  the  Sept.  30  issue 
of  UMR  as  well  as  numerous  other 
churc;  publications. 

The  econd  mile"  aspect  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  was  an  altogether  appropriate 
linkage  with  Leonard  Perryman.  No  one 
gave  of  himself  more  unselfishly,  start- 


Mr.  Lovelace 
ing  way  back  in  his  days  as  a  news 
writer  for  the  old  Methodist  Board  of 
Missions.  Leonard  was  one  of  the  most 
positive  persons  I  have  known  right  up  to 
his  death  —  not  “positive”  in  any  phony 
sense  but  as  one  who  looked  for  and  found 
something  to  affirm  in  every  person  and 
situation. 

There  is  a  ripple  effect  which  goes  on 
long  after  a  person  departs  this  life. 
Given  the  impersonal  nature  of  much  of 
what  we  do  in  the  news  media,  there  is  no 
way  to  measure  how  many  persons 
benefit  at  least  indirectly  from  the  life 
and  ministry  of  a  person  like  Leonard 
Perryman. 

But  the  Perryman  “ripples”  are  out 
there  right  this  minute  and  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  for  untold  years  to  come. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


only  way  to  describe  my  reaction  is  to 
say  that  the  comparison  truly  touched 
the  very  inner  fibers  of  my  whole  being, 
for  as  I  compared  them: 

1.  My  American  Indian  heritage  kept 
saying,  “He  speaks  with  a  forked 
tongue.” 

2.  My  English  heritage  kept  saying, 
"Methinketh  thou  protesteth  too  much” 
as  he  repeatedly  defended  past  board 
policy. 

3.  My  American-Irish  heritage  kept 
reminding  me  of  the  words  of  Mark 
Twain  to  his  wife,  when  she  tried  to  break 
his  habit  of  cursing  by  parroting  back  to 
him  the  same  curse  words  he  used. 
Finally  he  said  to  her,  “My  dear,  you’ve 
got  the  right  words,  but  the  wrong  tune.” 

4.  My  Oklahoma  pioneer  heritage  kept 
saying,  “He  speaks  out  of  both  sides  of 
his  mouth.” 

5.  My  legal  training  kept  saying,  "I  ob¬ 
ject!  TTiat’s  irrelevant  and  immaterial.” 

6.  My  belief  in  the  Bible  kept  saying, 
“No  one  can  serve  two  masters  ...”  and 
“A  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand.”  (Matt.  6:24  and  12:25). 

7.  My  Methodist  heritage  kept  saying, 

“Mr.  Wesley,  you  won’t  believe  it  but 
we’ve  finally  found  someone  who  does 
have  a  thousand  tongues  with  which  to 
sing !  ”  L.  D.  Thomas  Jr. 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

What  W£C  left  unsaid, 
but  really  meant 

To  the  Editor: 

According  to  the  Nov.  4  Reporter,  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  stated  that 
the  people  of  Grenada  had  the  right  “to 
establish  a  government  of  their  own 
choice,  free  from  interference  from  any 
outside  powers.” 

Sometimes  what  is  left  unsaid  gives 
more  meaning  to  a  statement  than  what 
is  actually  printed.  As  usual,  the  WCC  is 
protesting  against  the  United  States  (it 
seems  to  be  their  only  reason  for  being) . 

Since  the  communists  killed  their 


leaders  and  gave  them  only  the  choice  of 
staying  inside  their  homes  or  being  shot, 
it  is  obvious  what  the  WCC  really  meant. 

Their  message  of  protest  left  off  the 
rest  of  the  sentence  —  "except  for  our 
good  friends,  the  communists.” 

Allen  C.  Tessar 
Tampa,  Florida 

Galatians  cited  as 
answer  to  I  Timothy 
To  the  Editor: 

In  your  October  21  issue  W.  E.  Roberts’ 
“Letter  to  the  Editor”  mentions  I 
Timothy  2:11-12,  which  I  looked  up.  It  is 
the  part  of  the  Bible  in  which  Paul  more 
or  less  tells  women  to  keep  quiet  in 
church.  This  is  a  favorite  of  male  macho 
types  who  dislike  seeing  women  in 
leadership  roles. 

I  am  a  Presbyterian  elder,  and  I  hap¬ 
pen  to  read  more  than  one  portion  of  the 
Bible.  We  must  remember  that  Paul  was 
born  a  Jew  and  under  the  Mosaic  laws, 
women  didn’t  have  the  freedom  that  they 
have  now.  In  fact,  in  some  cases  it  looks 
like  they  were  sold  into  marriage  or 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  El  Paso,  Texas 

homes  of  the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  El  Paso,  we  say 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  325  member- 
families  of  the  St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  El 
Paso,  Texas  (New  Mexico  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions 
of  this  newspaper  —  combimng  local 
church  news  with  annual  conference  and 
general  religious  news  and  opinion,  and 
mailing  it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 


“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your  new 
church  paper  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
“Here  I  Stand,”  and  “My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


bargained  into  it  in  the  case  where  the 
father  wanted  to  get  rid  of  a  daughter. 

Paul  in  Galatians  really  says  the  words 
in  my  mind  in  the  verses  of  Galatians 
3:24-29  and  especially  verse  28  in  which 
it  is  added,  “There  is  neither  male  nor 
temale:  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ 
Jesus.”  It  seems  to  me  that  verse 
elevates  women  from  a  subservient  role 
into  equality  with  men.  After  all,  they 
never  deserted  Christ  even  to  the  cross, 
and  they  Were  the  first  to  the  tomb  after 
his  burial. 

For  over  50  years,  women  have  been 
elders  and  officers  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  the  debate  that  brought 
about  must  have  been  “hot  and  heavy” 
at  that  time.  Most  churches  these  days 
would  have  to  close  their  doors  if  the 
women  decided  to  walk  out  on  strike. 

Thomas  O’Mullane  Jr. 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Retain  church  stance 
against  homosexuality 
To  the  Editor: 

I  strongly  object  to  the  proposals 
regarding  homosexuality  adopted  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
their  October  1983  meeting  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  21). 

I  think  our  church  should  keep  the 
present  stand  firmly.  The  UMC  should 
not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  and  should  consider  the 
practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching. 

We  should  continue  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  church  money  to  promote 
homosexuality. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  the  delegates  to 
the  1984  General  Conference  will  vote  to 
hold  our  present  stand  against 
homosexuality. 

Hugh  Delaney 

_ Nicholasville,  Kentucky 


IMp- 


The  Desert  Blooms 
A  Personal  Adventure 
in  Growing  Old  Creatively 

This  book  will  change.  .  . 

•  Your  Outlook 

•  Your  Attitude 

•  Your  Life 


An  unusual  claim.  But  through  The  Desert  Blooms  you  will  meet  an  unusual 
woman.  A  woman  who  moved  from  the  initial  shock  that  others  considered 
her  an  “oldperson”,  through  the  subsequent  depression,  and  into  rebellion 
against  prejudice,  entering  finally  into  joyful  victory  and  fulfillment. 

Patty  Boyle  is  an  individual  who  grappled  with  ageism  and  won.  Her  vigor  is 
contagious  and  her  story,  vital  for  persons  of  all  ages.  Meet  her  and  pass  her 
book  along  to  someone  you  love.  Your  lives  won’t  be  the  same.  $6.95,  soft 
cover 

“The  great  strength  of  this  remarkable  book  is  its  complete  honesty.  There  is 
no  pretense.  Of  all  the  books  I  have  read  about  growing  old,  this  one  is  the  most 
useful,  for  it  is  deeply  grounded  in  the  actual  life  of  one  remarkably  inquiring 
and  perceptive  woman.  .  .  " — Chad  Walsh,  Episcopal  priest,  poet,  author 

O0»'  Iran  yovl  Cokntoury  Bookstore  or  S«rv<co  Contaf  Pubkshad  bv 
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Bishop  resigns;  also  quits  NCC 

Personal  problems ,  physical  and  emotional  exhaustion  cited 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Reporter  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  The  Rev.  A. 
James  Armstrong  resigned  last  week  as 
a  bishop  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
He  resigned  simultaneously  as  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  (NCC). 

The  resignation 
.  was  precipitated  by 
what  the  bishop’s 
press  spokesman, 

James  Steele, 
called  “serious  per¬ 
sonal  problems 
which  have  created 
a  severe  family  cri¬ 
sis.’’  It  is  the  first 
time  a  bishop  has 
resigned  from  the  Dr.  Armstrong 
UMC  and  its  predecessor-denominations 
1  in  more  than  50  years. 

1  The  resignation  was  delivered  here 
:  during  the  first  day  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  fall  meeting  by  a  member  of 
Bishop  Armstrong’s  staff  in  Indiana, 
where  he  was  the  resident  bishop.  The 
»  resignation  stunned  the  assembled  group 
of  bishops,  none  of  whom  appeared  to 
know  in  advance  that  it  was  under  con¬ 
sideration. 

Personal  statement  read 

A  personal  statement  from  Bishop 
•  Armstrong,  59,  was  read  to  the  bishops 
and  then  discussed  in  detail  along  with  a 
statement  from  some  Indiana  church 
leaders  during  an  executive  session 
lasting  late  into  the  night.  A  seldom-used 
paragraph  on  resignation  procedures  for 
bishops  in  the  church’s  “Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline”  also  was  the  subject  of 
.  discussion. 

The  following  morning  the  Council  of 
Bishops  voted  to  receive  the  resignation 
“with  regret,”  and  to  approve  the 
assignment  of  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton  to 


oversee  the  church’s  Indiana  Area, 
effective  immediately.  Bishop  Alton 
served  the  Indiana  Area  until  his 
retirement  in  1980,  when  he  moved  to 
Madison,  Wisconsin.  Later  that  day,  Dr. 
Armstrong  issued  a  public  statement 
through  his  office  in  Indianapolis  saying: 
“Since  becoming  bishop  of  the  Indiana 
Area  and  NCCC  president,  I  have 
submitted  myself  to  an  exhausting  and 
inhuman  work  schedule  and  because  of 
this  have  failed  many  persons  as  well  as 
the  Gospel.  I  deeply  regret  what  I  have 
done  to  my  loved  ones,  to  dear  and 
trusting  friends,  to  those  unknown 
persons  who  have  looked  to  me  for 
exemplary  leadership,  to  United 
Methodism  in  Indiana,  and  to  the 
conciliar  movement.” 

Influential  role  held 

Dr.  Armstrong  is  among  the  chikcn’s 
best  known  and  most  controversial 
leaders.  Last  year,  US  News  and  World 
Report  called  him  “the  most  influential 
person”  in  American  religion.  He  was 
active  in  the  civil  rights  and  anti-war 
movements,  and  he  has  been  a  frequent 
critic  of  the  U.S.  government’s  foreign 
policy  in  Latin  America  and  elsewhere. 
In  1973  he  represented  the  church  during 
the  71-day  siege  of  Wounded  Knee  by 
Sioux  Indians  in  South  Dakota  where  he 
was  then  assigned  as  bishop. 

Noting  these  and  many  similar 
involvements,  Dr.  Armstrong’s 
resignation  statement  said:  “I  have 
advocated  unpopular  causes  and 
identified  with  controversial  issues 
believing  I  was  being  faithful  to  my 
conscience  and  to  the  Word  of  God.  I  am 
not  here  renouncing  the  message  I  have 
preached.  I  am  confessing  that  I  have 
failed  my  family  and  other  loved  ones,  as 
well  as  myself.  I  am  now  physically  and 
emotionally  depleted.  I  would  have 
friends  and  critics  alike  draw  hard 


A  STATEMENT  TO  THE  CHURCH 


The  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  received  with  regret  the 
resignation  of  A.  James  Armstrong  from  the  episcopacy.  We  have  shared  in  the  pain 
and  agony  of  his  decision. 

We  believe  his  decision  was  right  under  the  circumstances.  James  Armstrong  has 
provided  full  information  to  our  Council  and  has  forthrightly  accepted  responsibility 
for  his  actions.  We  deeply  appreciate  his  stance  which  is  so  characteristic  of  our 
brother. 

James  Armstrong  has  made  enormous  contributions  to  the  life  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  ecumenical  movement.  We  thank  God  for  him  and  his 
family  and  assure  them  of  our  love  and  support  in  this  difficult  transition  and  beyond. 

We  have  been  reminded  during  these  painful  days  of  the  frailty  of  our  existence  and 
the  absolute  dependence  of  all  of  us  on  the  grace  of  God.  We  call  upon  all  our  people  to 
join  us  in  our  prayers  for  James  Armstrong  and  his  family  and  for  the  church  we  all 


love  and  seek  to  serve. 


lessons  from  my  example  that  their 
responses  might  strengthen  the  witness 
and  lend  credibility  to  the  ministries  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus.” 

Under  United  Methodist  church  law,  a 
bishop  who  resigns  automatically 
becomes  related  again  as  a  minister  to 
the  annual  conference  from  which  he  was 
initially  elected.  Ironically,  Dr. 
Armstrong  was  elected  from  the  South 
Indiana  Conference  in  1968  where  he  was 
serving  as  pastor  of  a  prominent 
Indianapolis  congregation. 

Despite  reported  strains  on  their 
family  life,  Dr.  Armstrong’s  wife  of  41 
years,  Phyllis,  issued  a  statement 
saying:  “Jim  and  I  are  not  separated. 
We  have  never  been  separated.  We  will 
never  be  separated.  The  children  and  I 
love  him  very  much  and  intend  to 
support  him  in  every  way.” 

Dr.  Armstrong’s  future  plans  are 
uncertain.  His  press. spokesman  said  the 
former  bishop's  immediate  plan  was  to 
check  into  the  Menninger  Clinic  for  a 
complete  examination,  rest  and 
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rehabilitation. 

In  the  corridor  between  sessions  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  surprise 
resignation  was  the  number  one  topic  of 
conversation.  Feelings  running  the 
gamut  of  human  emotions  were 
expressed,  but  the  prevailing  reactions 
were  shock,  compassionate  concern  for 
all  affected  parties,  and  regret  that  the 
resignation  was  necessary.  As  one  bishop 
stated  privately,  however,  “We  had  no 
choice  in  how  to  deal  with  this.  We  were 
not  asked  if  we  thought  he  should  resign. 
We  were  told  he  had  resigned.  Our  only 
alternative  was  to  accept  it,  and  to  see 
that  episcopal  oversight  was  provided  for 
the  Indiana  Area  and  pastoral  care 
provided  for  the  Armstrongs.” 

Ri<;hop  Philip  Cousin  of  Birmingham. 
Alabama  has  been  named  acting 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  to  succeed  Bishop  Armstrong. 
Bishop  Cousin  is  the  first  vice-president 
of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (AME).  and  head  of  its  Ninth 
District. 


Bishops  hear  update  on  WCC/NCC  review 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  It  was  anything 
but  “business  as  usual”  last  week  as  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  held 
its  semi-annual  meeting  here.  The 
resignation  of  Bishop  James  Armstrong 
of  Indiana  (see  related  story  elsewhere 
on  this  page)  required  several  un¬ 
scheduled  executive  sessions,  and 
resulted  in  most  other  agenda  items 
receiving  less  detailed  consideration 
than  would  normally  be  the  case. 

An  exception  was  the  progress  report 
of  what  is  now  called  the  “Conciliar 
Review  Committee”  which  occurred 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  meeting’s 
first  day  before  the  resignation  an¬ 
nouncement  was  received. 

Allegations  categorized 

The  9-member  committee  was  named 
last  Spring  following  serious  public 
allegations  against  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  Reader’s  Digest  and 
“Sixty  Minutes.” 

The  review  committee  has  met  twice 
and  plans  to  hold  three  more  meetings 
before  completing  its  work  in  the  Spring 
of  1984,  according  to  Bishop  Joseph 
Yeakel  of  the  Syracuse  Area,  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  chairman.  He  said  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  work  so  far  has  involved 
primarily  the  gathering  of  information 


ANDALUSIA,  Ala.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Rev.  Thomas  Lane  Butts  Jr.,  suspended 
in  April  from  all  pastoral  duties  after 
being  convicted  by  a  church  court  for 
“undermining  the  ministry”  of  another 
pastor,  has  been  reinstated  by  the 
Alabama-West  Florida  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  a  closed  session  at  Blue  Lake 
Assembly  Grounds  near  here  Nov.  11, 
about  300  clergy  members  of  the 
conference  “passed  the  good  character” 
of  Dr.  Butts.  The  vote  was  by  secret 
ballot  and  will  not  be  made  public,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service  was  told  by 
Paul  Ruark,  editor  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Christian  Advocate  of  Alabama. 


and  identifying  of  issues  and  allegations 
rather  than  drawing  conclusions. 

Bishop  Yeakel  said  the  committee  had 
identified  five  basic  categories  of 
allegations.  They  are  (1)  philosophy  of 
mission;  (2)  ecumenism;  (3)  funding; 

(4)  governance  or  accountability;  and 

(5)  personnel.  Numerous  sub-categories 
of  allegations  are  listed  under  each 
general  category,  such  as  “selective  con¬ 
sideration  of  injustices”;  “NCC  Gover¬ 
ning  Board  does  not  govern,"  and  “staff 
of  agencies  romantic  and  naive.” 

Following  Bishop  Yeakel’s  report,  the 
bishops  asked  questions  and  offered  com¬ 
ments  in  forum-style  for  more  than  an 
hour.  The  recently-released  Inclusive 
Language  Lectionary  by  a  committee  of 
the  NCC  provided  the  basis  for  con¬ 
siderable  discussion  about  the  NCC’s  ac¬ 
countability  structure. 

It  was  observed  by  Bishop  Earl  Hunt  of 
the  Florida  Area  that  the  NCC  Governing 
Board  apparently  had  no  say  in  the  lec- 
tionary’s  development,  Bishop  Leroy 
Hodapp  of  Illinois  confirmed  that  fact, 
and  noted  that,  “As  presently  structured 
the  NCC  is  really  a  whole  group  of 
organizations,  not  one  centralized 
organization.” 

To  that,  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Area  opined  that  the  NCC’s 
problem  may  not  be  so  much  “bureau¬ 
cracies  within  bureaucracies”  as 


According  to  Mr.  Ruark,  Bishop  Frank 
L.  Robertson  and  his  cabinet  met 
following  the  hour  and  a  half  meeting  of 
the  ministers  and  announced  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Butts  to  the 
Chickasaw  (Ala.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  700-member  congregation  on 
the  Mobile  District.  The  appointment 
was  effective  Nov.  15. 

Several  other  appointments  were 
announced.  These  included  the  Rev.  Karl 
Stegall,  to  the  pastorate  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Montgomery,  the 
2,500  member  church  which  Dr.  Butts 
served  until  his  suspension  in  April. 
Serving  as  pastor  pi  this  church  since 
April  has  been  retired  Alabama  Bishop 
Carl  J.  Sanders. 


‘‘bureaucracies  alongside  bureau¬ 
cracies”  —  with  the  Governing  Board 
having  no  more  real  oversight  authority 
than  the  boards  of  the  NCC’s  many 
“cognate  units.” 

Bishop  Yeakel  assured  the  bishops  that 
the  review  committee  “is  being  taken 
seriously”  by  NCC,  WCC  and  United 
Methodist  agencies,  and  that  they  are 
cooperating  fully. 

In  response  to  a  question  as  to  what  can 
be  expected  in  the  review  committee’s 
final  report,  he  said  the  committee  ex¬ 
pects  to  go  beyond  recounting  and 
responding  to  allegations.  “We  will  make 
confessions  where  necessary,  and 
specific  suggestions  where  necessary. 
But  the  committee  also  expects  its  filial 
report  to  include  forward-looking  sec¬ 
tions,  Bishop  Yeakel  said. 


Ministry  report  questioned 

In  other  actions,  the  Council  of 
Bishops: 

•  Reactivated  Bishop  Paul  Galloway, 
80  and,  upon  recommendation  of  the 
South  Central  jurisdiction  college  of 
Bishops,  assigned  him  to  serve  as 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Louisiana  Area 
through  August  of  1984.  The  vacancy  in 
Louisiana  was  created  by  the  sudden 
death  of  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  in 
October. 


When  Dr.  Butts  was  suspended  for  two 
years  for  “undermining  the  ministry”  of 
a  former  associate  pastor  at  First 
Church  at  Montgomery,  he  was  found  not 
guilty  of  two  other  charges  involving 
allegations  of  drunkenness  and  a  sexual 
liaison  with  a  married  church  woman. 

Dr.  Butts  appealed  his  conviction  to  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Court  of 
Appeals  which  overturned  the  lower 
court  ruling  Oct.  14.  “The  evidence  does 
not  support  the  verdict  of  his  Trial 
Court.”  the  Jurisdictional  body  said, 
“and  so  reverses  the  verdict  of  that 
court.” 

The  case  dates  from  December,  1982, 
when  Dr.  Butts  asked  a  former  associate 
pastor,  Alfred  D.  Norris  Jr.,  to  resign 
after  learning  the  latter  was  being 
named  co-respondent  in  a  divorce  case 
involving  a  woman  in  the  congregation. 
At  this  point,  Dr.  Butts  was  charged  with 
depriving  Mr.  Norris  of  due  process 
under  church  law. 

The  “Book  of  Discipline”  specifies  that 
when  a  minister  withdraws  under 
complaints  or  charges,  “the  minister's 
credentials  shall  be  surrendered  to  the 
district  superintendent  for  deposit  with 
the  secretary  of  the  conference  .  .  .” 
Trial  procedures  are  spelled  out  in  detail. 

After  the  request  that  he  resign,  Mr. 
Norris  and  Claudia  Pike,  then  a  member 
of  the  church  staff,  brought  the  charges 
which  led  to  the  April  trial  by  the 
Alabama- West  Florida  Annual 
Conference  Court. 

Dr.  Butts  appealed  to  the 
denomination’s  top  judicial  body,  the 
Judicial  Council,  a  ruling  by  Bishop 
Robertson  that  Dr.  Butts  was  ineligible 
to  be  elected  by  the  conference  as  a 
member  to  the  General  Conference  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  during  the 
time  of  his  suspension.  The  council, 
meeting  in  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
W.Va.,  late  in  October  supported  the 
bishop’s  ruling. 

Dr.  Butts  is  widely-known  as  a 
preacher,  lecturer,  author  and  radio 
speaker.  At  his  request,  the  Montgomery 
trial  was  open.  The  courtroom  was 
packed  with  family  members  and 
friends  and  the  proceedings  received 
media  attention  across  the  nation. 


•  Heard  a  report  on  the  Ministry  Study 
Committee’s  report  and  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Although  the  bishops  took  no 
corporate  action  on  the  report,  it  was  ob¬ 
vious  by  the  questions  they  raised  that  a 
majority  of  them  have  grave  misgivings 
about  the  proposal  to  have  two  categories 
of  ordained  ministers  —  elders  and 
deacons  —  both  of  which  are  full  con¬ 
ference  members  but  only  one  of  which  is 
subject  to  deployment  where  needed  by 
the  bishop. 

In  response  to  a  question  from  Bishop 
Roy  Nichols  of  the  New  York  Area  as  to 
“what  is  broke  that  the  report  is  intended 
to  fix,”  Bishop  Frederick  Wertz  of  the 
Washington  Area,  and  a  member  of  the 
Ministry  Study  Committee,  said  an  iden¬ 
tity  problem  exists  among  many  persons 
now  called“diaconal  ministers.”  They 
feel  a  need  to  be  “recognized  and  af¬ 
firmed  by  ordination”  rather  than  con¬ 
secrated  as  professional  lay  workers,  he 
said. 

•  The  bishops  approved  a  resolution 
expressing  solidarity  with  Christians  in 
Latin  America  as  they  confront  “vio¬ 
lence,  the  loss  of  life  and  destruction  of 
property  among  their  people  as  internal 
strife  and  disorder  continue  in  their 
midst.” 

The  resolution  appeals  to  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  world  to  urge 
a  cessation  of  all  military  intervention  — 
overt  or  covert  —  in  Central  America. 
And  the  bishops  pledged  to  work  “within 
the  framework  of  our  own  societies  to 
end  intervention  by  all  external  govern¬ 
ments  into  the  life  of  Central  American 
nations,  and  to  support  and  strengthen 
those  processes  which  hold  the  promise 
of  peace  and  order”  there. 

•  The  bishops  also  indirectly  reaf¬ 
firmed  support  for  the  “Church  Alive” 
missional  priority  proposal  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
for  the  next  four  years.  The  bishops  had 
previously  “approved  in  principle  the 
‘Church  Alive’  concept,”  and  they 
referred  a  group  recommending  a  dif¬ 
ferent  approach  to  that  previous  action, 
along  with  the  suggestion  that  the 
group’s  concerns  should  be  expressed  to 
GCOM. 

Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  of  Seattle  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  the  bishops  would 
reaffirm  that  previous  position  without 
full  discussion  since  all  the  church’s 
general  program  agencies  have 
proposed  that  the  present  EMLC  (ethnic 
minority  local  church)  priority  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  third  four-year  period  in¬ 
stead  of  “Church  Alive.” 

Bishop  Dwight  Loder,  president  of  the 
GCOM,  said  that  body  has  considered  this 
possibility,  but  looks  upon  EMLC  as 
something  like  “a  horse  that’s  run 
around  the  track  twice  and  hasn’t  won. 
You  can’t  assume  that  by  running  the 
horse  around  again  and  whipping  it 
harder  it  will  win.” 

Rather,  Bishop  Loder  said,  “the  ‘Chur¬ 
ch  Alive’  proposal  is  intended  to  in¬ 
corporate  the  current  emphasis  into  a 
larger  context  —  “a  stronger  horse  if  you 
will”  —  which  the  GCOM  believes  will 
produce  more  benefit  for  the  whole 
church,  including  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
gregations,  than  another  repeat  of  the 
current  program. 

In  the  end  the  bishops  approved  the 
recommended  reference  back  to  their 
earlier  endorsement  "in  principle”  of 
“Church  Alive.” 

•  On  the  last  evening  of  the  bishops’ 
meeting,  they  held  a  service  of  worship 
commemorating  the  500th  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Martin  Luther,  and  heard  an 
address  by  Dr.  Robert  H.  Fischer,  a 
Lutheran  church  historian  from  Chicago 
on  “Martin  Luther,  Renewer  of  the 
Church.” 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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COLUMBIA,  S.C.  —  A  load  of  sweet  potatoes  bound  for  hungry  people 
in  this  area  comes  off  the  truck  under  the  watchful  eye  of  the  Rev.  Ray 
Buchanan  (left). 


Surplus  spuds  sprout 
ministry  for  hungry 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

BIG  ISLAND,  Va.  —  Two  United 
Methodist  ministers  here  have  turned 
tons  of  potatoes  into  what  they  believe 
is  the  church’s  largest  response  to  the 
domestic  hunger  crisis. 

What  the  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan  and 
the  Rev.  Ken  Horne  do  is  very  simple : 
They  locate  growers  of  either  white  or 
sweet  potatoes  who  give  them  slightly 
damaged  or  misshappen  potatoes 
which,  because  they  are 
unmarketable,  would  be  left  in  the 
field  to  spoil  or  be  fed  to  livestock. 

Distribution  system  detailed 

The  two  ministers  provide 
containers  —  paper  bags  for  white 
potatoes,  bushel  boxes  for  sweet 
potatoes  —  to  the  farmers  who  then 
fill  them.  A  commercial  trucker  hired 
by  the  two  ministers  loads  the 
potatoes  —  averaging  around  45,000 
pounds  per  load  —  then  hauls  them  to 
a  food  bank  or  other  food  distribution 
center  designated  by  the  ministers. 

The  grower  gets  a  receipt  for  tax 
purposes,  showing  that  he  has  made  a 
charitable  donation  of  so  many 
dollars  worth  of  produce.  The  trucker 
gets  his  fee;  community  food  banks 
and  church  soup  kitchens  receive  a 
fresh  supply  of  potatoes,  and  poor 
people  get  5-  to  10-pound  bags  of  free 
potatoes. 

The  cost?  Less  than  four  cents  a 
pound. 

Who  pays?  The  Society  of  Saint 
Andrew,  which  is  what  the  two 
longtime  friends  call  their  special 
ministry. 

Where  do  they  get  the  money? 
From  their  own  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  from  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  start-up 
grants,  from  individual  gifts,  and 
from  an  ever-enlarging  circle  of 
support  based  on  their  traveling 
around  the  country  telling  and  selling 
the  story  of  “The  Potato  Project,”  as 
they  call  their  latest  work. 

The  Buchanan/ Horne  duo,  their 
wives  and  five  children  (two 
Buchanans,  three  Hornes)  began 


living  together  on  a  farm  in  1979  as  an 
experiment  in  simple  lifestyle 
ministry.  Money  they  saved  by 
raising  their  own  food  and  by  other 
simplicities  went  into  major  hunger 
projects  like  Bread  for  the  World  and 
WHEAT. 

They  spoke  often  in  churches  and 
led  workshops  on  the  advantages  of 
simple  lifestyles.  And  at  one  such 
workshop  last  spring  in  the  potato¬ 
growing  area  of  eastern  Virginia  they 
learned  that  one  local  farmer  was 
going  to  have  to  dump  some 
unmarketable  potatoes. 

But  they  quickly  learned  that  many 
potato  farmers  had  similar  waste 
They  came  up  with  the  idea  of 
“brokering"  potatoes  to  poor  people, 
got  $30,000  from  their  conference,  and 
launched  the  project. 

In  their  first  three  months  (June- 
August,  1983)  they  accepted  855,400 
pounds  of  potatoes  from  10  donor 
growers  in  four  states  and  arranged  to 
ship  them  to  29  distribution  agencies 
—  either  community  food  banks  or 
church  soup  kitchens  —  in  13  states. 
Their  net  expenses  in  those  three 
months,  including  only  $8,000  salary 
for  the  two  of  them,  was  $31,756, 
meaning  that  they  had  shipped  all 
those  potatoes  for  3.7  cents  per  pound. 

Million  pounds  shipped 

By  early  September  they  had 
passed  the  million-pound  mark  in 
potatoes  shipped.  Their  goals  for  the 
rest  of  the  year  include  finding  more 
donors  in  other  states,  as  far  away  as 
Colorado,  and  finding  more 
distribution  agencies.  For  1984 
they’ve  established  a  budget  of 
$200,000  and  have  pledges  of  about 
$75,000  toward  that  goal. 

Most  of  their  work  is  done  by  phone 
with  people  they  have  never  met.  “We 
just  go  on  faith,"  they  explain.  They 
do  verify  shipments  by  phone  both 
with  farmers  and  with  food  agencies 
receiving  the  potatoes. 

What  comes  after  potatoes?  Right 
now  they’re  thinking  of  green  beans, 
which  are  grown  in  some  of  the  same 
eastern  Virginia  areas  as  potatoes. ; 


Africa  situation  serious 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Two  executives  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
briefed  United  Methodism’s  Council  of 
Bishops  here  last  week  on  their  just-con¬ 
cluded  trip  to  Zimbabwe  where  Bishop 
Abel  Muzorewa  is  currently  under  “pre¬ 
ventive  detention”  for  activities  deemed 
harmful  to  the  state  (see  UMR,  Nov.  11). 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens  and  the  Rev. 
Negail  Riley  said  they  were  able  to 
visit  personally  with  Bishop  Muzorewa, 
other  United  Methodist  leaders  in 
Zimbabwe,  and  with  Zimbabwean  Prime 
Minister  Robert  Mugabe  and  other 
government  officials. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Reporter,  Dr. 
Bivens  said  Bishop  Muzorewa’s  situation 
is  serious,  but  that  his  life  is  not 
endangered  as  might  be  the  case  in 
numerous  other  developing  countries.  He 
said  the  bishop  is  unable  to  see  church 
leaders,  but  that  his  case  is  being  dealt 
with  through  the  country’s  legal  process. 
The  bishop’s  imprisonment  could  go  on 
indefinitely,  howevfcr,  under  provisions 
of  an  emergency  act  which  has  remained 
in  force  since  Zimbabwe  attained 
independence  in  1980. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  has  been  a  political 
rival  to  Mr.  Mugabe,  and  he  remains  a 
member  of  Zimbabwe’s  parliament.  He 
preceded  Mr.  Mugabe  as  prime  minister 
of  a  transition  government  in  1979,  and 
has  been  acccused  repeatedly  of  ties  and 
sympathies  with  South  Africa. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  meeting,  the  bishops  approved 
a  multi-pronged  action  which  includes: 

•  A  letter  to  Bishop  Muzorewa  saying. 


“We  are  with  you  in  prison,”  arid 
assuring  him  of  assistance  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops  in  supplying  episcopal 
leadership  for  the  Zimbabwe  Annual 
Conference. 

•  Sending  Bishop  Emilio  deCarvalhoiof 
Angola  and  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardtfrf 
Oklahoma  City  to  Zimbabwe  in 
December  to  meet  with  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  Zimbabwe  Annual 
Conference  leaders,  and  to  preside  ov£r 
the  conference’s  December  14-)L8 
sessions. 

•  Letters  to  Zimbabwe’s  Prirfie 
Minister  Mugabe  and  President  Canaan 
Banana  on  Bishop  Muzorewa’s  behalf 
requesting  that  steps  be  taken  “to  seci^e 
Bishop  Muzorewa’s  immediate  release'” 

•  A  request  for  "United  Methodist 

people  everywhere  to  be  in  special 
prayer  for  the  well-being  of  Bishjbp 
Muzorewa,  his  family  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe.  ’ ’  i 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Grenadians  thankful  for  invasion 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

Christians  in  Grenada  celebrated 
Thanksgiving  early,  according  to  news 
reports  from  the  island  which  U.  S.  and 
other  troops  invaded  Oct.  25. 

The  Associated  Press  reported  that 
thousands  of  Grenadians  filled  churches 
Nov.  13  in  a  “national  day  of 
thanksgiving”  for  the  invasion  and  to 
pray  for  the  dozens  of  persons  who 
perished  in  the  island  country’s  crisis. 

In  sermons  that  morning,  the  AP  said, 
ministers  and  priests  at  Catholic, 
Methodist  and  Anglican  churches  offered 
thanks  for  the  invasion. 

Churchgoers  in  fine  suits  and  dresses 
stopped  to  shake  hands  with  U.  S. 
soldiers  dressed  in  fatigues,  the  AP 
added. 

In  the  U.S.  opinions  were  mixed  about 
whether  Grenadians  really  welcomed 
and  had  hoped  for  the  invasion. 

A  Lutheran  couple,  who  were  re¬ 
portedly  the  last  Americans  to  leave 
Grenada  before  the  Oct.  25  invasion,  said 
that  many  Grenadians  had  hoped  for 
such  an  invasion.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  J. 
Meyers  of  Takoma  Park,  Md.,  had  been 
in  Grenada  since  Oct.  13  as  consultants  to 
the  Organization  of  American  States. 
The  OAS  was  surveying  the  operation  of 
Grenada’s  new  social  security  system; 
Dr.  Meyers  is  the  retired  chief  actuary  of 
the  U.  S.  Social  Security  Administration. 


“Ministers  and  priests  at  Catholic, 
Methodist  and  Anglican  Churches 
offered  thanks  for  the  invasion.” 


Dr.  Meyers  said  that  Grenadians  he 
talked  to  hoped  for  an  “allied-type 
invasion”  of  troops  from  the  U.S.  and 
east  Caribbean  nations. 

He  also  said  the  Grenadians  were 
"extremely  angry”  over  the  murder  of 
their  former  prime  minister,  Maurice 
Bishop,  a  Marxist  with  strong  popular 
appeal  but  who  had  lost  support  within 
his  party  because  of  some  policies 
deviating  from  the  Marxist  “line.” 

Another  U.S.  churchperson  who 
claimed  that  Grenadians,  for  the  most 
part,  supported  the  Oct.  25  invasion  was 
the  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  chairman  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy. 

Mr.  Robb,  a  United  Methodist,  said 
that  U.S.  church  bodies  and  officials  who 
criticized  the  invasion  after  the  fact 
“acted  reflexively  .  .  .  Their  position  is 
clearly  opposed  to  the  desires  of  the 
peoples,  the  governments  and  —  not  least 
of  all  —  the  churches  of  Grenada  and 
other  islands  of  the  eastern  Caribbean. 

“Although  ecumenical  bodies  in  the 
U.S.  claimed  that  their  opposition  to  U.S. 
action  was  prompted  by  the  opposition  of 


the  church  today 


UM  Publishing  House  develops 
ethnic  minority  curriculum 

NASHVILLE, (UMNS)  -  Using 
information  and  suggestions  from 
members  of  United  Methodism’s  four 
major  ethnic  minority  groups,  the 
denomination’s  publisher  has  announced 
plans  to  release  80  different  resources  for 
ethnic  minority  constituencies  during  the 
next  three  years. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  will  issue  an  extensive  list  of 
curriculum  materials  geared  toward 
ethnic  minority  persons  beginning  in  the 
fall  of  1984,  said  Mary  Lou  Santillan 
Baert,  coordinator  of  ethnic  minority 
resources. 

“Our  editors  are  developing 
curricula  which  reflect  our  varied 
ethnic  and  cultural  constituency  by  using 
ethnic  minority  writers  and  artists,  by 
including  artwork  and  photographs 
which  depict  ethnic  minority  people,  by 
asking  ethnic  minority  persons  to  write 
suggestions  for  using  the  resources  in 
local  churches,  and  by  eliminating  racist 
language  and  concepts,”  Ms.  Baert 
explained. 

UMs  take  part  in  conference  of 
Christian  world  communions 

SOFIA,  Bulgaria  —  One  United  Meth¬ 
odist  chaired  the  sessions  and  two  others 
attended  the  recent  annual  conference 
here  of  secretaries  of  Christian  world 
communions. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary, 
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World  Methodist  Council,  chaired  the 
conference.  Other  United  Methodists 
there  were  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of 
North  Carolina,  chairperson  of  the  WMC 
executive  committee,  and  Ralph  C. 
Young,  secretary  of  the  WMC’s  Geneva 
office. 

The  annual  conference  brings  together 
delegates  representing  20  international 
families  of  world  Christianity,  including 
the  Roman  Catholic  and  Orthodox 
churches,  Lutherans,  Baptists, 
Reformed,  Anglican  and  Methodist 
denominations.  The  Bulgarian  Orthodox 
Church  served  as  general  hosts  for  the 
1983  gathering;  1984  sessions  will  be  in 
Geneva. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America  name 
UM  to  marketing  position 

IRVING,  Texas  —  The  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  have  named  a  United  Methodist 
to  a  new  marketing  position  and  have 
selected  a  United  Methodist  youth  as  one 
of  four  1984  national  representatives. 

Julian  Dyke,  55,  of  Grapevine,  Texas 
was  named  assistant  chief  Scout 
executive  with  responsibility  to  direct  a 
newly-formed  marketing  group.  He  will 
head  a  staff  of  some  100  persons  and  will 
direct  Scouting’s  communications, 
magazine,  editorial,  research  and 
development,  audio-visual  and 
relationship  activities.  He  is  on  the 
advisory  council  of  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

J.  Todd  Clark,  a  17  year-old  Eagle 
Scout  from  Delray  Beach,  Fla.,  is  one  of 
four  scouts  who  will  participate  in 
various  national-level  Scouting 
programs  during  1984.  He  is  a  past- 
president  of  his  Sunday  school  class  at 
Cason  UMC  in  Delray  Beach  and  has 
been  in  the  church’s  Scouting  program 
nine  years. 

March  of  Dimes  sponsors 
pastoral  care  program 

NEW  YORK  —  The  March  of  Dimes 
Birth  Defects  Foundation  will  conduct  a 
pilot  program  next  summer  to  train 
experienced  pastoral  counselors  as 
resource  persons  for  clinics,  individuals 
and  families  struggling  with  “the 
difficult  decisions  individuals  and 
couples  must  make  as  a  result  of 
advancing  genetic  technology.” 

The  program  in  Washington  will  be 
under  Dr.  Robert  C.  Baumiller,  a 
Catholic  priest  and  professor  of 
obstetrics  and  gynecology  at  Georgetown 
University  Medical  School. 

The  program  covering  four  half-days  a 
week  for  10  weeks  will  include  “reflective 
time”  on  the  expanding  fields  of  ethics 
and  moral  theology  in  relation  to  birth 
defects. 


Caribbean  Christians,  the  church 
councils  of  both  Barbados  and  Grenada 
itself  have  endorsed  the  joint  U.S.- 
Caribbean  intervention.  This  calls  into 
question  our  churches’  claim  of 
solidarity  with  the  poor  and  oppressed  of 
the  Third  World,”  Mr.  Robb  said. 

The  governing  board  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  Nov.  11  sent  a 
separate  "message”  on  Grenada  to 
churches  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  United 
States  saying  that  “as  Christians  we  are 
disturbed  to  see  violence  replacing  the 
path  to  diplomacy.” 

Rhode  Island  Episcopalians  were 
among  U.S.  Christians  expressing 
cautious  support  for  the  invasion.  The 
Anglican  diocese  of  the  Windward 
Islands,  including  Grenada,  has  been 
linked  with  the  Rhode  Island  Episcopal 
diocese  in  a  “companion”  relationship 
for  seven  years. 

Rhode  Island  Episcopalians  also 
stressed  the  need  for  significant 
increases  in  U.S.  non-military  aid  to 
Grenada  and  urged  local  churches  to 
provide  emergency  food  to  the  Caribbean 
nation. 

One  United  Methodist  group  which  had 
a  first-hand  observer’s  forecast  of 
difficult  times  on  Grenada  immediately 
ahead  of  the  invasion  was  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Roy  Needhall  of  the 
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HOLY  LAND  CRUISE  April  11  -  24 

Fly  to  Athens  to  embark  on  the  STELLA  SOLARIS  (Creek  registry). 
Besides  Palm  Sunday  in  Jerusalem,  visit  the  Pyramids  in  Egypt, 
Turkey,  the  white-washed  Greek  Isles.  Ancient  history  comes  alive, 
natural  beauty  abounds. 


m. 


British  isles  cruise  May  16  -  28 

Sly  to  London  to  board  the  ROYAL  VIKING  SEA  (Norwegian  reg¬ 
istry).  Sail  in  deluxe  comfort  to  Edinburgh  and  the  Isle  of  Skye 
m  Scotland,  Dublin,  the  Shetland  Islands.  Also  visit  the  Norwegian  g 
fjords  for  several  days. 

•  T7T)  T7T7  Hll  out  l^is  couPon-  dip  anc*  sen(*  *or  *ree  illustrated  brochures  giving 
J  rKnJD  complete  details.  Brochures  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  they  are  printed. 
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i  Q  Trans-Canal  Cruise  0  India  0  Caribbean  0  Holy  Land  Cruise 

»  0  Delta  Queen  0  South  Pacific  0  Alaska,  Can.  Rockies  O  Colonial  South  Cruise 

0  China  0  North  Cape  0  British  Isles  Cruise 
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'  Address _ - 

l  2200  Victory  Parkway 

i  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45206  City,  State _ . _ Zip - 11ME83 


Caribbean  Council  of  Churches 
addressed  the  United  Methodist  board 
meeting  exactly  one  week  before  the 
invasion. 

He  admitted  that  it  was  hard  for  him  to 
speak  objectively  about  the  situation  in 
Grenada  “because  some  persons 
executed  (along  with  the  former  prime 
minister)  were  personal  friends  of 
mine.” 

He  said  that  progress  was  happening 
on  the  island  and  that  its  Marxist  leaders 
were  using  “a  moderate  approach  to 
social  change.” 

Apparently,  he  said,  members  of 
Prime  Minister  Bishop’s  party  became 
restless  because  collective  leadership 
principles  were  not  being  implemented 
and  private  ownership  of  property  was 
not  ended. 

Seeming  to  echo  what  both  the 
Lutheran  expert  Dr.  Meyers  and  IRD’s 
Mr.  Robb  maintained,  Mr.  Needhall  said 
that  at  least  one  poll  had  shown  that  most 
Caribbean  people  expected  and  would 
welcome  a  U.S.  invasion. 

Mr.  Needhall  reminded  the  United 
Methodist  missions  board  that  it  had 
become  both  directly  and  indirectly 
involved  in  Grenada  four  years  ago 
through  agricultural,  fishing  and 
education  ministries.  There  also  were 
youth  and  women’s  projects  with  the 
Caribbean  Council  which  the  board 
supported,  he  said. 

Mr.  Needhall,  speaking  a  week  before 
the  invasion,  said  the  only  suggestion  he 
could  offer  was  a  cable  to  the  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Caribbean.  The  board  also 
prayed  for  an  end  to  violence  and  a 
return  to  peaceful  development  on  the 
island. 


Christmas  cards  focus  on  Francis  Asbury 

The  famous  equestrian  statue  of  Francis  Asbury  is  the  focal  art  of  a 
unique  Christmas  card  issued  last  week  by  the  Baltimore  Conference 
bicentennial  committee. 

Inside  the  card  is  a  drawing  of  the  ordination  of  Bishop  Asbury  on 
Dec.  27,  1784,  at  the  Lovely  Lane  Meeting  House  in  Baltimore. 

The  cards  are  available  in  boxes  of  20  for  41  from  the  Baltimore 
Conference  Bicentennial  Committee,  5124  Greenwich  Ave„  Baltimore, 
MD.  21229. 

Bicentennial  minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

On  Nov.  16,  1946,  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  came  into  being. 
The  site  for  its  birth  was  the  First  United  Brethren  Church  in  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania. 

The  care  given  to  the  union  is  reflected  by  the  fact  that  union  was  achieved 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  congregation  from  either  antecedent  denomination, 
4,702  in  all. 


Pastor/councilman  must  weigh  jobs 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  Kansas  City 
councilman  and  United  Methodist 
minister  Emanuel  Cleaver  may  be 
forced  by  his  bishop  to  choose  between 
political  office  and  the  pastorate, 
according  to  news  reports  here  last 
week. 

Bishop  W.T.  Handy  of  the  Missouri 
Area  said  he  strongly  believes  being  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  is  a  full-time  job 
which  suffers  when  a  person  takes  on 
other  duties,  such  as  political  office. 

Bishop’s  stance  compared 

When  the  story  broke  in  the  Kansas 
City  news  media,  the  bishop’s  stance  was 
immediately  compared  to  that  of  Pope 
John  Paul  II  who  in  1980  ordered  priests 
not  to  hold  political  office. 

“I  know  people  are  seeing  it  that  way,” 
Bishop  Handy  told  the  Reporter.  “But 
this  is  not  a  John  Paul  II  dictum.” 

Bishop  Handy  said  he  doesn’t  have  a 
problem  with  UM  ministers  being 


Bishop  Handy 


Mr.  Cleaver 


involved  in  politics.  They  can  take  a 
leave  of  absence  to  hold  public  office  and 
then  receive  an  appointment  when  they 
are  ready  to  serve  a  church  fully,  he  said. 

“Or,  they  can  discuss  a  part-time 
appointment,”  Bishop  Handy  said.  “But 
this  (St.  James/Paseo  UMC)  is  not  a 
part-time  church.” 

Mr.  Cleaver,  39,  is  widely  considered 
by  news  observers  to  be  one  of  the  most 
popular  councilmen  and  to  have  a  chance 
to  become  this  city’s  first  black  mayor. 


NCC  files  two  protests 
on  U.S.  foreign  policy 


Compiled  from  news  reports 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
recently  registered  its  two-fold 
displeasure  with  U.S.  foreign  policy. 

The  council’s  governing  board, 
meeting  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  adopted  its 
first  policy  statement  on  Latin  America. 
It  urges  the  U.S.  to  decrease  its  military 
presence  in  that  region.  Further,  the 
ecumenical  body,  made  up  of  31-member 
communions,  asked  for  an  end  to  all 
support  of  “dictatorial  regimes"  in  Latin 
America,  whether  that  support  came 
from  the  U.S.,  the  Soviet  Union  or  other 
governments. 

The  policy  statement,  which  will  be  the 
basis  for  future  NCC  programs  dealing 
with  Latin  America,  passed  with  a  vote 
of  124-1  after  several  hours’  discussion. 

During  the  debate,  the  resolution  was 
amended  so  that  it  reaffirmed  an  earlier 
NCC  action  which  advocated  “support 
for  the  restoration  of  full  diplomatic  and 
trade  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Cuba. 

The  governing  board  also  said  it 
believed  the  president  and  Congress 
should  end  restrictions  on  trade  and 
travel  between  the  U.S.  and  Cuba. 

As  a  result  of  the  lengthy  statement, 
the  NCC  hopes  to  expand  its  contacts 


with  Christians  in  Latin  America. 

In  another  action,  a  “message  of 
concern  on  United  States  foreign  policy” 
as  compared  with  Latin  American  policy 
statement  —  the  NCC  governing  board 
said  the  U.S.  has  failed  to  make  a 
“credible  commitment  to  arms  control 
and  disarmament.” 

While  not  a  formal  policy  statement  of 
the  council,  the  message  is  intended  to 
reflect  views  of  the  governing  board  on 
general  principles  of  foreign  policy . 

The  750-word  document  touches  on  a 
wide  range  of  foreign-policy  concerns 
and  says  U.S.  foreign  policy  is  leading  to 
“the  estrangement  of  our  government 
from  the  world  community.”  The  docu¬ 
ment  cites  these  among  several  concerns : 

•  “The  confrontational  posture 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

•  "The  tendency  of  the  U.S.  to 
militarize  international  problems 
regardless  of  their  social  or  political 
origin.” 

In  other  foreign  policy  actions,  the 
NCC  governing  board  called  for 
replacement  of  U.S.  and  other 
“multinational  forces"  in  Lebanon  by 
forces  acceptable  to  all  parties  there  and 
called  for  steps  toward  a  “just 
settlement”  in  Namibia. 


He  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
councilman. 

For  11  years,  he  has  been  pastor  of  the 
600-member  congregation  which  is  one  of 
the  two  largest  black  UM  churches  in  the 
Missouri  West  Annual  Conference. 

“There  is  no  limit  to  his  potential 
within  the  church,”  the  Kansas  City 
Times  quoted  UM  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  Cecil  Neal.  “The  dilemma  is  that 
there  is  no  limit  to  his  political  potential. 
He’s  in  the  same  mold  as  Jesse 
Jackson.” 

Mr.  Neal  said  members  of  the 
congregation  have  told  him  they  are 
pleased  with  Mr.  Cleaver’s  political 
involvement  and  also  want  him  to 
remain  at  the  church. 

Mr.  Cleaver  told  the  Reporter  he  is 
disappointed  that  the  issue  has  become 
not  only  a  local  news  story  but  a  national 
one.  “I’ve  had  news  people  camped  out  in 
my  yard  all  week.”  He  said  he  is  refusing 
to  discuss  the  personal  conversations 
between  him  and  his  bishop. 

One  Times  story  mentioned  that 
Bishop  Handy  —  who  is  well-known  for 
his  opinion  that  pastors  reach  the  peak  of 
their  effectiveness  between  five  and  10 
years  at  a  church  —  might  appoint  Mr. 
Cleaver  to  a  church  in  another  city.  After 
that,  officials  from  three  denominations 
contacted  him  offering  to  let  him 
transfer  into  church  jobs  they  have  in 
Kansas  City. 

St.  James/Paseo  UMC  has  grown 
rapidly  under  Mr.  Cleaver’s  leadership, 
including  a  net  gain  of  more  than  100 
members  during  this  year. 

Mr.  Cleaver  said  several  businesses 
also  have  offered  him  jobs  if  he  decides 
to  remain  as  councilman  and  to  take  a 
leave  of  absence  from  the  UM  ministry. 
He  said  he  is  “not  entertaining”  the 
offers  from  businesses  or  the  other 
denominations. 


Many  United  Methodists  feel  the 
bishop  and  Mr.  Cleaver  are  dealing  with 
a  “Solomonesque  decision,”  said  one 
Missouri  United  Methodist. 

On  the  one  hand,  Bishop  Handy  said  he 
tends  to  agree  with  UM  leaders  who  told 
the  Reporter  Mr.  Cleaver’s  positive 
political  leadership  reflects  well  on  the 
church.  “Maybe  the  Lord  is  calling  him 
into  full-time  politics,”  the  bishop  said. 

On  the  other  hand,  Bishop  Handy  said 
he  has  to  see  that  churches  get  as  much 
leadership  as  possible.  He  said  the 
problem  is  not  with  anything  Mr.  Cleaver 
is  doing  but  with  what  he  does  not  have 
time  to  do,  especially  at  the  district  and 
annual  conference  levels. 

“United  Methodist  ministers  are  not 
appointed  just  to  a  local  church,”  the 
bishop  said.  “They  have  responsibilities 
to  each  other  in  the  annual  conference. 
This  is  a  connectional  church.  I’m  trying 
to  stress  this.  We  told  him  he  has  lots  of 
talent  that  is  not  being  shared  at  the 
district  and  annual  conference  level.” 

Double  duty  said  too  much 

Bishop  Handy  said  he  has  been 
watching  to  see  if  Mr.  Cleaver  can 
adequately  meet  his  duties  as  a  pastor 
“in  full  connection”  and  as  a 
councilman.  Experience  now  seems  to 
show  that  the  duties  of  both  jobs  are  just 
too  great  for  that  to  occur,  the  bishop 
said. 

He  expressed  dismay  that  conversa¬ 
tions  that  for  "some  time”  have  been 
occurring  among  him,  Mr.  Cleaver  and 
the  district  superintendent  have  become 
major  news  items  in  the  area. 

The  story  first  broke  Nov.  12  in  an  18- 
inch  front-page  story  in  the  Times.  At 
least  two  area  TV  stations  ran  the  story  a 
few  days  later.  The  bishop  reportedly 
told  the  minister/councilman  to  make  a 
choice  by  March  l. 


CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  March  2  -  9 

A  brand-new  itinerary  on  one  of  the  world's  most  famous  ships, 
the  VISTAFJORD  (Norwegian  registry).  Board  in  Florida  to  some 
of  the  most  unusual  ports  in  the  Caribbean  —  St.  Croix,  tiny  St. 
Barts,  St.  Maarten,  and  colorful  Haiti. 


Six  more  endorsed 
for  episcopal  office 


COLONIAL  SOUTH  CRUISE  April  27  -  May  5 

Our  brand-new  motor  vessel,  the  NEWPORT  CLIPPER  (U.S.  reg¬ 
istry),  sails  to  St.  Simons  Island  and  Beaufort.  Explore  historic 
Charleston  including  restored  mansions  and  Fort  Sumter.  See 
beautiful  Hilton  Head  Island  too. 

Tiwaat 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Six  more  persons  have  been  reported 
as  endorsed  for  election  to  the  United 
Methodist  episcopacy  next  summer. 

This  brings  the  unofficial  total  to  36 
persons  backed  by  their  annual 
conference  delegations  to  the  five 
jurisdictional  conferences  in  July  1984  or 
by  other  groups.  The  five  regional 
sessions  —  meeting  simultaneously  — 
are  expected  to  elect  18  persons  as 
bishops. 

These  have  not  previously  been 
reported  by  UMR : 

•  The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr., 
general  secretary,  General  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  and  the  Rev. 
Claude  A.  Edmonds,  Jr.,  pastor,  Tindley 
Temple  UMC  in  Philadelphia,  endorsed 
by  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference 
delegation. 

•  The  Rev.  Woodie  W.  White,  general 
secretary,  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  by  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  Black  Methodists  for  Church 


Renewal. 

•  The  Rev.  Felton  E.  May,  Peninsula 
conference  council  director,  by  his 
conference  delegation. 

•  The  Rev.  Deanna  Bleyle,  superinten¬ 
dent,  Cheyenne  District,  by  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  delegation. 

•The  Rev.  Raymond  Lamb,  pastor, 
Royal  Oak  UMC,  Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  by 
the  Detroit  conference  delegation. 

Ms.  Bleyle  is  the  first  reported 
endorsee  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction, 
where  two  active  bishops  are  scheduled 
to  retire,  and  is  at  least  the  third 
clergywoman  endorsed. 

The  Reporter  had  earlier  incorrectly 
indicated  that  the  Northeastern 
jurisdiction  will  have  two  vacancies. 
Three  are  expected  there. 

The  Nov.  16  resignation  of  Bishop  A. 
James  Armstrong  from  the  Indiana  Area 
brings  to  three  the  number  of  vacancies 
to  be  filled  in  the  North  Central 
jurisdiction. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


CLASSIFlfeD 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL:  A  Portfolio  of 
Graphs  and  Instructions  for  Embroidery  and  Other 
Projects.  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol.  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend, 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross- 
stitch  projects.  $7.00  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax). 
Nancy  Designs,  11036-R  Trail  West,  Bloomington, 
MN  55437. 

WISCONSIN  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE,  Council  on 
Ministries  Program  Associate  to  work  in  Steward¬ 
ship  and  Mission  areas.  Contact  Virgil  Kasper,  502- 
Uth  St..  Bara  boo,  WI  53913.  Phone:  (608  )  3564012 
Residence,  (608)  356-8372  Office. 

COKESBURY  HYMNALS  NEEDED  for  mission 
church.  Used,  good  condition.  D.  Howland,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  100  West  Cossitt,  La 
Grange,  IL  60525. 

WANTED:  SUMMER  CAMP.  Two  active  UMC 
laymen  wish  to  purchase  and  operate  summer  camp 
in  good  location.  Will  consider  shared  ownership  with 
present  owners.  Write:  Joe  Garvin,  Box  1501, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 

MUSIC  MINISTRIES,  full  time  director  in  2800 
member  church.  Be  on  a  supportive  team  of  pro¬ 
fessional  lay  directors  and  clergy  in  beautiful, 
artistic,  growing,  historical  Tucson,  AZ.  Send  for  full 
job  description,  and  submit  resume  to  Rev.  Stan 
Brown,  Catalina  United  Methodist  Church,  2700  E. 
Speedway,  Tucson,  AZ  85716. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  IN  CHINA  for  Christmas 
giving.  Engrossing  biography  of  Hawk  family, 
Methodist  missionaries.  Pearl  Buck,  about  manu- 

script:  "You  write  well,"  John  Cobb,  Jr.  "Joy 
and  excitement  come  through”;  Charleston,  SC, 
Evening  Pest:  “Happy  —  very  human”;  others; 
•Exciting,  inspiring,  tear-challenging”;  "I  couldn't 
put  it  down."  Hard  cover  —  photos  —  autographed. 

WANTED:  USED  UNITED  METHODIST 

HYMNALS  in  good  condition  for  St.  Matthew's  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  In  Acton,  MA.  Contact  Sandy 
Palmer,  105  Spltbrook  Rd.,  11A,  Nashua,  NH  03062. 
(603)  881-2819. 

Sunset  Blvd.,  Pacific  Palisades,  CA  90272  $6.95 
(Calif,  tax  454). 

FREE  A  7-Step  plan  of  Grace  Giving.  Gospel 
motivation  for  giving  not  needs.  Jim  Martin,  Rt.  1. 
Random  Lake,  WI  53075.  ; 

gelism,  membership  and  development  program  for 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Evanston. 
Training,  experience  and  salary  open.  Send  resume 
to  the  church,  c/o  Staff/Par Ish  Committee,  1630 
Hinman  Ave. ,  Evanston,  IL  60201  \ 

FREE  RENT  for  handy  retired  Christian  worker  as 
caretaker  for  orchard  with  small  house  and  shop  in 
Eastern  Washington.  Dickinson,  4017  N.  Point  Dr., 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99502  (907)  243-1079. 

SEEKING  FULLTIME  POSITION  in  Florida.  Local 

church  experience  in  Christian  Education  and 
Music;  past  thirteen  years  fulltime  college  music 
professor  and  choral  director.  Virginia  Englebright, 
Rd.  3,  Box  7820.  Jonestown,  PA  17038. 

Raiser.  Call  (915)  948-3312.  Pecan  Producers  Inter¬ 
national.  Route  3,  Box  139,  Goldthwaite,  TX  76844. 

WOMEN'S  PROGRAM  BOOK:  11  programs,  8- 
devotionals,  potpourri  of  ideas  for  coordinators.  All 
from  evangelical  point  of  view.  64  pages,  8'*  x  11. 
Order  "Let  Your  Light  So  Shine,"  $3.75  each,  from: 
Good  News,  Wilmore,  KY  40390. 

OPENING  FOR  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  at  United 

Methodist  Neighborhood  Centers  in  Nashville,  TN. 

Eleanor  N.  Bauer.  3809  Brighton  Rd.,  Nashville,  TN 
37205. 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER?  Publish  a  group 
cookbook!  FYee  brochure,  estimates.  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories.  Sanders 
Printing,  Box  160- M2,  Garre tson,  SD  57030.  (605  )  594- 
3427 

OPENING  FOR  COMMUNITY  PROGRAM- 

RECREATION  Director  at  United  Methodist 
Neighborhood  Centers,  Nashville,  TN.  Send  resume 

Bauer.  3809  Brighton  Rd.,  Nashville.  TN  37205. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Full-time  Director  of 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  NOW:  Director  of  Youth 

and  Music.  Would  consider  Youth  Director  only. 
Applicant  needs  strong  Youth  ministry  abilities. 
Salary-negotiable.  Send  resume/references  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  127,  Jasper.  TX  75951. 

Church,  102S  10th  St.,  St.  Cloud,  FL  32769,  near 
Disney  World.  Salary  $14,000,  plus  hospitalization. 
Emphasis  on  Youth.  New  $400,000  Family  Life 
Center  Write  or  telephone  (305)  892-3128. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND  Trip 
with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  Transco  Tower,  Suite  1830, 
P.O.  Box  1396,  Houston,  TX  772S1.  Telephone  (713) 
439-4072. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/EDUCATION  is  sought  by 
FUMC  Tahoka,  TX  This  rural  congregation  of  400 
members  has  five  octaves  of  hand  bells  and  a 
growing  children’s  and  youth  department  Salary 

FINANCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  EXECUTIVE  for 
Atlanta-based,  United  Methodist-related  project; 
potential  and/or  experience  in  fundraising,  public 

minimum  is  $14,000,  negotiable  with  qualifications. 
Gene  Wisdom.  Box  500,  Tahoka,  TX  79373  (  806)  998- 
4909. 

relation,  promotion;  salary  negotiable.  Resumes  by 
Dec.  28  to  Frances  Candler  Shumway.  P.O.  Box  208, 
Madison,  GA  30650 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  JANUARY  1,  1984  -  Full¬ 
time  director  of  Christian  Education  with  special 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  for  2,000  membership  church. 
Active  choir  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to  Community  United  Methodist  Church.  321 
Piney  Ridge  Road,  Casselberry,  FL  32707. 

evangelical  theological  position  necessary.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  The  Rev.  Charles  Graff,  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church,  3501  Hueco,  El  Paso,  TX 
79903.  Phone  (915  )  566-1654. 

NOVEMBER  25, 1983 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Herbs  add  fragrance  to 


The  Christmas  creche  can  be  completed  with  hay  and  herbs  native  to 


Bethlehem. 


By  EVELYN  WITTER 

To  make  the  creche  you  set  up  in  your 
home  at  Christmas  more  authentic  and 
more  pleasureable  than  ever,  include 
the  herbs  that  are  known  to  have  been 
present  at  the  time  of  the  Nativity. 

Authorities  tell  us  there  were  several 
herbs  that  most  likely  were  present  in 
that  manger  in  Bethlehem  where  Jesus 
was  born. 

Lady’s  bedstraw  (Galim  verium)  was 
used  as  cattle  bedding  during  those 
times.  It  grew  wild  on  the  hills  around 
Bethlehem.  Lady’s  bedstraw  is  a 
perennial.  Sometimes  it  is  called  Holy 
Clover.  Before  it  is  ready  for  cutting  it 
bears  white  flowers.  Lady’s  bedstraw  is 
fragrant,  it  is  an  herb,  it  was  well-known 
from  early  biblical  times. 

Another  common  hay  of  those  times 
was  sainfoin  (Onobrychis  viciaefolia). 
This  is  another  herb.  It  bears  pink 
flowers  and  it  too  was  a  common  bedding 
for  animals  in  Jesus’  day. 

If,  however,  in  wintertime,  you  cannot 
find  the  bedding  hays  of  lady’s  bedstraw 
and  sainfoin,  look  for  their  relatives  next 
summer.  Save  and  dry  for  another  year. 

Various  species  of  bedstraw  grow  wild 
in  America,  and  sainfoin  is  a  legume 
related  to  the  purple  vetches  (vicia 
Cracca).  You  might  find  some  growing 
along  fields  and  roadsides.  They  have 
lovely  light  violet  flowers  which  bloom 
from  June  to  August. 

There  were  two  herbs  usually  mixed 
with  the  bedding  straws:  wild  thyme  and 


creche 

pennyroyal. 

Thyme  was  mixed  with  the  bedding  to 
keep  away  the  vermin.  Its  antiseptic 
odor  was  appreciated  in  the  barn 
environment.  And  since  thyme  likes 
light,  dry  soil  and  a  sunny  situation  it 
grew  abundantly  in  the  Holy  Land  and 
was  readily  available  to  rich  and  poor 
alike. 

Pennyroyal  (Mentha  Pulegium)  was 
used  in  the  same  way  as  thyme  to  get  rid 
of  ants  and  fleas.  Pennyroyal  flourished 
under  the  usual  Mint  conditions  and  it 
exudes  a  most  refreshing  mint  scent. 

Other  herbs  were  used  in  the  manger 
where  the  animals  were  sheltered. 
People  of  biblical  days  used  dried  herbs 
in  hanging  bunches  to  purify  the  air. 

One  common  herb  was  rosemary 
( Rosmarinus  officinalis) .  This  shrub  was 
found  in  abundance  in  Palestine  and  used 
freely  to  help  banish  odors. 

Still  another  favored  herb  at  the  time 
when  Jesus  was  born  was  basil  (Ocimum 
Basilicum).  It  was  favored  as  a  stewing 
herb  as  well  as  a  fragrant  bouquet.  It  was 
also  used  in  washing  waters. 

These  above  mentioned  herbs,  present 
at  the  birth  of  Jesus,  should  be  present  at 
your  Nativity  scene,  not  only  to  give  a 
dimension  of  authenticity,  but  also  to 
lend  fragrance  to  a  room  .  .  .  just  think, 
you  can  have  the  same  mixture  of  scents 
that  permeated  the  manger  almost  two 
thousand  years  ago! 

Ms.  Witter  is  a  Christian  free  lance 
writer  living  in  Milan,  III. 


Dear  Deborah 

Seminarian  can’t  afford 
suggested  trip  to  Holy  Land 


Dear  Deborah: 

Your  idea  sounds  great  (that  every 
seminarian  needs  to  see  the  Holy  Land  as 
part  of  his/her  training)!  Who’s  paying? 
As  a  single  parent,  recently  off  welfare 
and  deeply  called  by  God  to  ministry,  I 
thought  I  was  doing  well  to  hold  down 
three  jobs,  raise  my  six  and  nine-year- 
old  daughters  and  go  to  school  full  time. 

Now  I  am  about  to  be  ordained  into  a 
communications  ministry  with  an 
ecumenical  council  at  a  salary  far  below 
my  denomination’s  minimum  salary 
because  (in  part)  member  denomi¬ 
nations  do  not  adequately  support 
ecumenical  ministries. 

I’m  glad  to  hear  you  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  visit  the  Holy  Lands.  Perhaps 
some  day  that  chance  will  come  to 
others,  yet  at  the  salaries  most  pastors 
and  ministers  are  paid,  few  will  ever 
realize  that  dream.  May  I  suggest  you  set 
more  realistic  goals  before  your 
readers? 

J.M. 


Dear  J.M. : 

Your  letter  has  caused  me  to 
wince  more  than  once.  That  was  a 
cavalier  suggestion  on  my  part 
stemming  from  my  newly  found 
enthusiasm  for  such  an  experience 
and  coveting  it  for  all  ministers.  It 
arose  partly  from  a  fantasy  that 
there  is  endowment  money  looking 
for  new  ways  to  be  used! 

My  hearty  congratulations  to  you 
on  your  singularly  monumental 
effort  to  attain  ordination. 

Perhaps  now  you  should  offer 
positive  ways  to  encourage  your 
organization  to  pay  living  wages  to 
its  employees ?  Perhaps  our 
tolerance  for  this  familiar  and 
frequent  failure  encourages  its 
continuance. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for 
the  column  will  be  selected  from  the 
letters.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah,”  P.  0. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


History  of  Hymns 


Poet’s  verses  sung 


BY  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 


Immortal  Love,  forever  full, 
Forever  flowing  free. 

Forever  shared,  forever  whole, 

A  never-ebbing  sea! 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier,  the  son  of 
Quaker  parents,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts. 

As  a  youth  he  worked  on  the  family 
farm.  A  schoolteacher,  who  sensed 
something  extraordinary  in  young 
John,  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  poems  of 
Robert  Burns.  The  poetry  fascinated 
him  and  he  made  his  beginning  efforts 
to  write  poetic  verse. 

When  a  friend  suggested  to  John’s 
father  that  he  should  send  the  boy  to 
college  to  learn  to  be  a  writer,  the 
father  scornfully  replied,  “Sir,  poetry 
will  not  give  him  bread.” 

However,  two  years  schooling  at 
Haverhill  Academy  fueled  his 
imagination  and  sharpened  his 
writing  skill.  He  became  editor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Freeman,  an  anti¬ 
slavery  newspaper  published  at 
Philadelphia. 


Many  of  his  poems,  he  thought, 
would  not  survive  the  occasion  for 
which  they  were  written.  He  said  they 
were  “protests,  alarm  signals, 
trumpet-calls  to  action,  words  wrung 
from  the  writer’s  heart,  forged  at 
white  heat.” 

Mr.  Whittier  wrote  no  hymns,  but 
hymnal  editors  have  selected 
meaningful  lines  and  verses  from  his 
writings  and  fitted  them  to 
appropriate  tunes,  and  these  are 
frequently  found  in  our  hymnals. 

One  of  the  most  widely  known  of 
these  is  “Immortal  Love,  Forever 
Full,”  taken  from  a  larger  poem  “Our 
Master,”  written  in  1866.  In  these  38 
verses,  he  shows  that  Christ  is  not 
found  in  great  cathedrals,  nor  in  rituals 
or  rites,  nor  in  systems  or  symbols,  but 
he  is  found  in  the  heart  of  the  individ¬ 
ual,  in  faith,  and  hope,  and  obedience. 

Other  Whittier  hymns  that  may  be 
found  in  some  hymnals  are  “0 
brother  man,  fold  to  thy  heart  thy 
brother,”  “Dear  Lord  and  Father  of 
mankind,”  and  “I  know  not  what  the 
future  hath.” 
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Israeli  official  handles 
three  yearly  Christmases 


BETHLEHEM,  Israeli  Occupied  West 
Bank  (RNS)  -  Not  even  Santa  Claus 
spends  so  much  time  getting  ready  for 
Christmas.  Or  so  it  seems  when  one 
considers  the  elaborate  preparations 
Shmuel  Hamburger  makes  for  the 
Feasts  of  the  Nativity. 

That’s  right  —  feasts.  For  Mr. 
Hamburger,  Christmas  comes  three 
times  a  year.  First  there’s  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  Christmas 
celebrated  on  Dec.  25.  Then  there’s  the 
Eastern  Orthodox  Christmas  on  Jan.  7. 
Finally,  there's  the  Armenian  Christmas 
on  Jan.  19. 

But  it’s  a  good  thing  they  celebrate 
Christmas  on  different  days  because 
they  all  must  share  the  same  church. 

Mr.  Hamburger  is  an  Israeli  official 
who  works  for  the  civil  administration  on 
the  Occupied  West  Bank.  Among  his 
various  tasks,  he’s  responsible  for  Israeli 
relations  with  Christian  communities  — 
and  Bethlehem  falls  right  into  his 
province. 

Part  of  Mr.  Hamburger’s  job  is  to 
make  sure  that  when  the  choirs  sing 
“Peace  on  Earth”  that  there  is  also  peace 
in  Bethlehem.  He’s  also  responsible  for 
making  sure  that  the  celebrations  are 
conducted  with  religious  decorum,  and 
that  appropriate  respect  for  the  many 
Christian  denominations  which  flock  to 
Bethlehem  for  the  holy  day  is 
scrupulously  observed  by  all. 

The  Basilica  of  the  Nativity  —  the 
oldest  functioning  church  in  the  world  — 
is  the  focus  of  much  activity.  Since  it 
was  built  17  centuries  ago,  little 
appendages  have  been  added  to  the 
fortress-like  church,  and  various 
Christian  communities  have  laid  claim  to 
some,  or  all,  of  its  stones.  And  today,  a 
myriad  of  Christian  communities  all 
claim  certain  rights,  stones,  easements 
and  privileges  in  the  ancient  church. 

The  Roman  Catholics,  for  example, 
claim  a  tiny  site  in  the  grotto  where 
tradition  says  the  manger  of  Jesus 
stood.  They  also  have  the  Church  of  St. 
Catherine,  a  Franciscan-run  structure 
which  is  part  of  the  basilica  complex. 
The  Armenians  have  right  of  access  to 
the  grotto,  plus  an  altar  area,  a  few 
square  yards  of  flooring  and  part  of  a 
wall  for  most  of  the  year.  Egyptian  Copts 
use  the  Armenian  section  for  special 
Christmas  services  during  the  Eastern 
Orthodox  holiday. 

The  Greek  Orthodox  claim  the  whole 
basilica  to  themselves  and  look  on  all  the 
others  as  intruders. 

Peace  is  kept  by  the  status  quo,  an 
accord  that  was  reached  under  the 
Ottoman  Turks  in  1757.  When  in  doubt, 
Mr.  Hamburger  refers  to  this  venerable 
text  as  the  final  authority  in  resolving 
disputes  over  who  can  exercise  which 
right  in  the  church  at  what  time. 

As  the  Christmas  season  approaches, 
Mr.  Hamburger  makes  sure  that  all  the 


details  for  the  ceremonies  and  pageantry 
are  properly  tended.  Visiting  clergymen 
—  even  those  from  countries  presently  at 
war  with  Israel,  such  as  Syria,  Jordan 
and  Iraq  —  can  get  special  visas  which 
permit  them  to  cross  hostile  borders  in 
order  to  celebrate  Christmas  in 
Bethlehem.  Then  there  are  matters  of 
protocol,  and  arrangements  for  the 
reception  of  foreign  dignitaries  — 
ambassadors  from  several  foreign 
countries,  and  VIP’s,  such  as  last  year’s 
surprise  visit  from  Mrs.  Edward 
Kennedy. 


Even  clergy  from 
countries  at  war  with 
Israel  can  get  visas  to 
celebrate  Christmas  in 
Bethlehem. 


And  most  important,  security  arrange¬ 
ments  are  checked,  and  rechecked,  and 
scrutinized  once  again. 

“The  greatest  efforts  are  made  to  keep 
the  utmost  in  security  without  imposing 
on  the  ceremonies,”  Mr.  Hamburger 
said  in  an  interview.  “We  know  that  the 
terrorists  want  publicity.  And  we  know 
that  all  the  international  media  which 
come  to  Bethlehem  for  Christmas  must 
be  a  very  tempting  opportunity  for  them. 
But,  thank  God,  since  the  day  Israel 
assumed  administration  of  Bethlehem  in 
1967,  our  security  systems  have  been  so 
effective  that  there  hasn’t  been  a  single- 
incident.” 

There  are  other  details,  too.  For 
example,  a  few  years  ago  there  was 
some  difficulty  over  who  would  prepare 
the  banquet  for  all  those  bishops  and 
ambassadors  and  other  dignitaries  who 
would  arrive  with  the  Christmas  Eve 
procession.  Mr.  Hamburger  resolved  the 
issue  with  a  deft  proposal  which  was 
acceptable  to  all  —  and  he  called  on  the 
Orthodox  Jews  of  Agudath  Israel  to  cater 
a  kosher  feast.  Today,  the  kosher  repast 
has  become  a  tradition—  right  down  to 
the  mashgiah,  a  religious  food  inspector  . 
who  supervises  the  meal. 

In  recent  years,  Mr.  Hamburger  has 
added  a  new  ornament  to  the  Holy  Land’s 
Christmas  tree.  He  has  arranged  for  the 
Feast  of  Epiphany  —  which  marks  the 
“spiritual  birth”  of  Jesus  —  to  be 
conducted  at  the  traditional  site  of  the 
original  Epiphany.  This  is  right  in  the 
Jordan  River,  just  a  few  miles  east  of 
Jericho.  For  364  days  of  the  year,  this 
part  of  the  world  is  no-man’s  land  —  a 
hostile  border  dividing  the  Israel 
Defense  Forces  to  the  west  and  the 
Jordanian  Arab  Legion  to  the  east.  On 
any  other  day  of  the  year,  someone 
wading  into  the  river  would  most  likely 
be  shot. 


church-going  youth  less  likely  to  use  drugs 


Survey : 

MINNEAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  A  study 
which  discovered  wide  use  of  alcohol  and 
other  chemicals  by  Minnesota’s  8th,  10th 
and  12th  graders  had  one  encouraging 
finding,  according  to  the  Catholic  priest 
who  heads  the  Chemical  People/Minne¬ 
sota  project. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Forliti  said  it  was 
discovered  that  the  more  active  youth 
are  in  religious  youth  groups,  the  more 
frequently  they  attend  worship  and  the 
greater  importance  they  give  to  religion, 
the  more  unlikely  it  is  that  they  will  use 
drugs. 

Father  Forliti,  a  staff  member  of 
Search  Institute,  Minneapolis,  which 
conducted  the  study,  said  the  degree  to 
which  parents  become  upset  if  they 
discover  that  their  child  has  been 
drinking  also  influences  use. 

The  study  found  that  only  slight 
differences  exist  between  public  and  non¬ 
public  school  students  in  the  percentage 
who  report  using  alcohol  once  or  more.  A 
higher  percentage  of  non-public  8th 
graders  have  tried  alcohol  than  public 

Sth  graders.  In  the  10th  and  12th  graders, 
t  le  pattern  is  reversed. 

;  More  than  10,000  Minnesota  youth 
completed  a  122-item  survey  on  drug  use 


and  drug-related  activities.  The  survey 
findings  were  reported  in  a  series  of 
public  television  programs  and  were 
discussed  at  more  than  500  town 
meetings  across  the  state. 

Regarding  alcohol  use,  the  survey 
found  that: 

•  Forty-six  percent  of  Minnesota 
seniors  reported  having  had  “five  drinks 
in  a  row  on  one  occasion  or  more  during 
the  last  two  weeks.”  In  most  cases,  the 
study  report  noted,  this  level  of 
consumption  would  cause  one  to  be 
legally  intoxicated.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  high  school  seniors  nationally  is 
40  percent. 

•  A  high  percentage  of  8th  graders 
have  used  alcohol.  Eighty-five  percent 
report  use  at  least  once  during  their  life¬ 
time.  Seventy  percent  reported  use 
during  the  12  months  preceding  the 
survey,  and  44  percent  claimed  use 
during  the  preceding  30  days. 

•  Forty-five  percent  of  12th  graders 
report  use  of  alcohol  20  or  more  times 
during  the  12  months  preceding  the 
survey.  This  is  a  considerably  higher 
rate  than  reported  by  a  national  sample 
of  12th graders  (34  percent). 

•  Twenty-eight  percent  of  Minnesota’s 


12th  graders  are  “very  frequent”  users 
of  alcohol. 

•  Forty-seven  percent  of  eighth 
graders  have  been  to  a  party  during  the 
last  year  where  they  drank  alcohol. 

•  Sixty-one  percent  of  12th  graders 
report  driving  after  drinking  once  or 
more  during  the  “last  12  months.” 

Regarding  cigarette  use,  the  survey 
found  that  the  vast  majority  of 
Minnesota  youth  surveyed  were  non- 
smokers.  By  12th  grade,  one  out  of  five 
seniors  report  daily  use  of  cigarettes. 


By  BARBARA  FIGGE  FOX 

“Teens  need  our  compassion,  rather 
than  our  censure,  our  understanding, 
rather  than  our  hostility,”  says  Evelyn 
Minshull,  a  writer,  workshop  leader  and 
lay  speaker  of  Jackson  Center  (Pa.) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  14  years  as  a  teacher  of  art  and 
English  in  a  rural  Pennsylvania  school 
district,  she  is  often  touched  by  the 
sensitive  writings  she  enounters  in 
student  journals. 

“In  their  writings,  today’s  teens  show 
themselves  to  be  perceptive,  sensitive, 
hurting  individuals,”  says  Ms.  Minshull. 
“As  adults  who  touch  their  lives  in  any 
way,  we  need  to  be  sensitive  and 
responsive  to  their  needs.  They  must 
know  that  we  care,  that  we  want  to  help.” 

Here,  she  feels,  teachers  —  especially 
English  teachers  —  have  the  edge. 
Journals,  which  can  be  a  natural  part  of 
a  writing  or  literature  class,  are  a 
medium  for  self-exploration,  values- 
clarification,  and  decision  making.  But 
parents  can  also  encourage  journal 
keeping  and  Sunday  School  teachers  can 
use  self  exploratory  writing,  discussion, 
role  play,  art,  and  music,  etc.,  as 
effective  tools  in  the  understanding  of 
feelings  and  problems,  with  the  added 
support  of  Christian  principles  as  visible 
resources  in  all  decision  making. 

“Once  students  know  that  you  can  be 
trusted,  they  will  express  their  deepest 
hurts  and  angers,  their  greatest  elations 
and  confusions,  often  hoping  for  your 
reaction.  They’re  a  little  less  vulnerable 
on  paper,  than  they  are  face  to  face.” 

An  author  of  approximately  250 
published  short  stories,  articles,  and 
poems,  Ms.  Minshull  has  seen  seven  of 
her  books  for  children  in  print.  Within  a 
fictional  framework,  she  deals  with  some 
of  the  problems  which  plague  young 
people. 

In  “But  I  Thought  You  Really  Loved 
Me”  (Westminster  Press)  a  teenage  girl 
is  unwed  and  pregnant,  struggling  not 


The  percentages  of  Minnesota  youth 
who  report  lifetime  use  (once  or  more)  of 
marijuana  are,  8th  grade  —  17  percent; 
10th  grade  —  39  percent,  and  12th  grade 
—  57  percent. 

Regarding  other  drug  use,  the  survey 
found: 

•  Seventeen  percent  of  Minnesota  8th 
graders  report  using  inhalants  such  as 
glues  and  aerosol  sprays  once  or  more,  a 
higher  rate  than  reported  by  10th  and 
12  th  graders. 

•  Eight  percent  of  the  8th  graders 


only  with  her  deep  sense  of  betrayal  but 
with  her  ambivalent  feelings  toward  her 
unborn  child,  her  family,  God,  and 
especially  —  herself.  In  “The  Steps  to  My 
Best  Friend’s  House”  (Westminster 
Press)  a  pre-teen  experiences  essential 
growth  when  she  feels  betrayed  by  her 
best  friend’s  mental  illness. 

But  it  is  in  “You  Teach  Me  Gentle,”  a 
paperback  collection  of  meditation 


report  having  used  amphetamines 
compared  with  23  percent  of  10th  graders 
and  31  percent  of  12th  graders. 

•  For  each  of  six  different  drugs  (LSD, 
PCP  or  Angel  Dust,  cocaine,  heroin  or 
other  narcotics,  Quaaludes  or 
barbituates,  tranquilizers)  no  more  than 
10  percent  of  students  in  any  of  the  three 
grades  report  lifetime  use  of  once  or 
more. 

Asked  to  whom  they  would  “most 
likely”  turn  if  they  had  a  problem  with 


poems  for  teachers  and  parents  (David 
C.  Cook),  that  teenage  trauma,  as  viewed 
in  the  classroom,  is  presented  most 
strongly. 

“I  often  wonder,”  Ms.  Minshull  says, 
“how  we  have  the  temerity  to  stand 
before  a  class  and  feel  that  what  we  have 
to  teach  that  day  has  to  be  the  most 
important  thing  in  the  kids’  lives  at  that 
particular  moment.  They’re  wrestling 


alcohol  or  drugs,  the  students  surveyed 
most  frequently  gave  the  answer  “an 
adult  friend  (not  a  relative).”  Other 
choices  for  answers  were  parent  or 
guardian;  friend  my  age;  priest; 
minister  or  rabbi;  teacher  or  school 
counselor,  or  nobody. 

Father  Forliti  said  the  Minnesota  Pre-; 
vention  Resource  Center  is  seeking 
additional  funding  to  respond  to  the 
many  community  requests  for  help  it  has 
received  since  study  results  were  made; 
public. 


with  very  real,  very  large  problems,  and 
they  need  to  know  that  we  care,  that  we 
want  to  help.” 

Because  of  her  desire  to  interact  with 
young  people,  teachers,  and  other 
writers  she  and  her  husband  have  held 
workshops  and  speeches  for  church, 
school,  and  community  groups. 

Helping  young  people  to  feel  secure  in 
self-expression  is  one  of  her  main 
themes. 

“In  our  society,  so  geared  to  money 
tangible  success,  competitive  sports, 
etc.,  often  the  sensitive,  caring,  hurting 
child  is  made  to  feel  ‘different’  when,  in 
reality,  pain  is  the  norm.  Rather  early, 
most  children  learn  to  mask  their  true 
feelings  behind  a  facade  of  ‘self 
assurance,'  callousness,  cynicism  or 
open  hostility.  Often  the  student  who 
repels  us  most  firmly  is  the  one  who  most 
needs  our  gentleness.” 

Consistently,  she  finds  that  her 
strongest  student  writing  springs  from 
the  pain  —  rejection,  death  of  a  family 
member,  self-hatred,  betrayal, 
confusion. 

“And  that’s  good,”  she  feels.  “If  the 
pain  flows  onto  the  paper,  healing  has 
already  begun.” 

Barbara  F.  Fox,  an  occasional 
contributor  to  the  Reporter,  is  a  member 
of  the  Princeton  UMC,  Princeton.  N.J. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Christmas 

By  BARBARA  DOLLIVER 
The  world  blows  cold? 

Be  not  dismayed. 

Christ  is  the  fire 
In  our  hearts  laid. 

To  those  in  want 
Who  do  not  know 
Take  food  and  gifts 
And  share  His  glow. 


i  Book  Review 

Divorce’s  hurt  examined 


t  “Amanda  Fair,”  by  Dorothy 
Hamilton.  Herald  Press,  Scottsdale, 
Pa.,  1981. 115  p.  $3.25. 

By  CAROLE  C.  DEILY 
\  Amanda  is  a  young  teen  facing  a  time 
of  change  in  her  life.  Following  their 
parents’  divorce,  11-year-old  Amanda 
pnd  her  14-year-old  sister,  Connie,  have 
pioved  with  their  mother  from  their 
former  home  into  an  apartment,  and 
pave  changed  schools.  Their  mother 
works  in  a  laundromat,  and  although  she 
[ikes  her  job,  she  often  seems  nervous 
and  on-edge  ;  she  is  dealing  with  changes 
pf  her  own.  Amanda  feels  crowded  in  the 
apartment.  She  misses  her  father,  and 
ghe  notices  over  and  over  that  everything 
js  different  now. 

:  To  make  matters  worse,  Connie  has 
fjecome  rebellious  and  secretive,  making 
Amanda  feel  all  the  more  lonely. 
Connie’s  behavior  becomes  more 
troubling,  and  Amanda,  who  has  always 
been  dependable  and  concerned  about 
doing  the  right  thing,  becomes  alarmed. 
Finally,  Amanda  learns  that  Connie  has 
gotten  involved  in  a  shoplifting  gang. 
What  should  Amanda  do  now? 

In  the  midst  of  Amanda’s  confusion, 
she  finds  her  grandmother  to  be  a  ready 


and  sensitive  listener.  When  the  need  is 
serious,  her  parents  find  a  way  to 
cooperate  for  the  sake  of  helping  Connie. 

The  story  is  told  from  Amanda’s  point 
of  view.  Amanda’s  feelings  are  delicate 
and  she  worries  a  lot.  She  examines  all 
possible  courses  of  action  and  weighs 
each  before  deciding  what  to  do  next, 
both  in  dealing  with  her  suspicions  about 
Connie  and  in  handling  her  post-divorce 
adjustment.  Readers  who  follow 
Amanda  through  her  reasoning  process 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  and 
clarify  their  own  values  and  to  make 
tentative  decisions  about  what  their  own 
behavior  would  be  in  a  similar  situation. 

Amanda  is  a  sympathetic  character. 
The  author  draws  on  her  vast  experience 
in  dealing  with  children  and  young 
people  and  portrays  her  very  well. 

The  ending  of  the  story  seems 
unrealistic  because  it  suggests  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  the  divorced  parents  may  go 
back  together.  On  the  other  hand,  why 
complain  about  a  happy  ending! 
“Amanda  Fair”  is  a  sensitive  story  for 
young  teens,  written  by  a  caring  and 
prolific  author. 

Ms.  Deily,  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the 
Reporter,  is  a  member  of  Christ  UMC, 
Plano,  Tex. 


Teens’  journals  can  be  tool  of  understanding 


Christian  teacher  (see  related  stories). 
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NOVEMBER  25. 1983 


THE  REVEREND  &  MRS.  H.  J.  BOLTZ  MEMORIAL  HOME,  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Emmet  McKay. 


Bossier  City 
Properties 

The  properties  on  Judson  Street  and 
the  Bannerman  property  on  Ockley 
Street  were  sold.  This  money  was  used  to 
build  three  new  homes  in  Bossier  City. 
They  were  built  by  James  M.  Brown 
Builders  in  Bossier  City.  Mrs.  Leon  C. 
Scott.  Mrs.  P.  M.  Caraway,  and  Mrs. 
Emmet  McKay  now  occupy  these  lovely 
homes.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
dedicated  these  homes  in  June  1982.  Dr. 
Odell  Simmons.  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent;  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  First 
UM  Church,  Shreveport;  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway,  New  Orleans-Slidell  District 
Superintendent;  and  Rev.  James  L. 
Adams  assisted  at  the  dedication 
service. 


Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

United  Methodist  Church 
Louisiana  Conference 

1953-1983 


Speakers  For 

Your  Local  Church  ; 

! 

When  your  church  needs  an  after' 
dinner  speaker  for  family  night,' 
Commission  meetings,  United  Methodist' 
Women,  United  Methodist  Men,  or! 
Fourth  Sunday  Missions,  contact  us  and; 
we  will  provide  a  speaker  to  tell  you, 
about  the  work  of  the  Retired  Ministers’, 
Homes  of  our  Conference.  We  also: 
provide  speakers  for  Sunday  Worship ! 
Services,  taking  any  amount  of  time  the 
minister  will  permit.  Phone;  1-318-747- 
2171. 


The  Hammond  home  was  bought  by  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  and  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell.  It  is  now  occupied  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glen 
Messer. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  is  shown  presiding  at  the  Dedication  of  the  McCammon 
Home. 


Mrs.  Robert  McCammon  is  shown  unveiling  the  plaque. 


THE  ROBERT  McCAMMON  HOME  was  purchased  by  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board  and  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette.  The  local  church 
committee  members  were  Dr.  Fred  Marceau,  Bob  Croom,  Mrs.  Carolyn  Builbeaux, 
Wil  Kirchner,  Mrs.  Sarah  Schoeffler  and  Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch. 


THE  PARDUE  HOME  in  Vivian  is  being  built  by  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 
Board  and  the  First  United  methodist  Church  in  Vivian.  The  property  was  donated  by 
Mr.  Tom  Pardue  and  Miss  Jane  Pardue.  This  new  home  will  be  occupied  by  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Bob  Carter. 

Pictured  above  at  the  scene  of  the  groundbreaking  service  for  the  PARDUE 
HOME  are  Maurice  Bauer,  Chairman.  Howard  Kibler,  Beverly  Caldwell,  Eugenia 
Miles,  Jane  Pardue.  Charles  Caldwell.  Tom  Pardue  and  Rev.  W.  E.  Nolan. 


From  the  Chairman 

Because  of  your  generosity  the  Louisiana  Annuai  Conference  now  has  thirty- 
one  homes  (one  of  these  is  a  duplex),  a  six-unit  apartment  complex  and 
properties  in  Lake  Charles  and  Ruston.  The  total  value  of  these  properties  is  in 
excess  of  $1,750,000.  At  the  present  time  YOU  are  providing  homes  for  56 
persons. 

We  have  applications  for  six  additional  homes  within  the  next  three  years. 
For  THIRTY  YEARS  we  have  continued  this  unique  ministry  on  the  faith  that 
concerned  people  like  you  will  support  this  program,  and  we  believe  YOU  will 
do  it  again  this  year. 

YOU  can  help  build  needed  homes  by: 

1.  Urging  your  church  to  assist  the  Board  in  building. 

2.  Donating  properties. 

3.  Personally  joining  the  Board  in  the  building  of  a  home. 

4.  Donating  stocks,  bonds,  lands  or  cash. 

5.  Making  contributions  as  MEMORIALS  or  HONORARIUMS. 

6.  Remembering  this  work  in  your  prayers. 

Remember  the  Good  Samaritan  offering  at  Christmas.  It  supports  your  six 
Louisiana  Methodist  Agencies  who  are  rendering  direct  service  throughout  our 
conference. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me  or  any  member  of  the  Board  if  we  can  be 
assistance. 

May  God  bless  you. 


Mr.  Thomas  H.  Scott  (left),  brother  of  the  late  Reverend  Leon  C.  Scott,  and  Mrs. 
Leon  C.  Scott  (Barbara),  right,  widow  of  Rev.  Scott,  are  shown  here  as  the  plaque 
was  unveiled. 


The  dedication  service  of  the  LEON  C.  SCOTT  MEMORIAL  HOME  was  given  in 
loving  memory  of  REVEREND  LEON  C.  SCOTT  by  Thomas  H.  Scott  and  the  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church.  Pictured:  Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Chairman, 
Retired  Ministers’  Homes  and  Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City; 
Dr.  Don  Hall,  District  Superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District;  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District;  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  A.  Patton  now  occupy  the  home. 


Retired  Ministers'  Homes 

Board  of  Directors 

Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Chairman 

Joe  Crouch 

1618  Dudley  Lane 

407  Pine  Grove  Drive 

Bossier  City,  Louisiana  71112 

Pineville,  Louisiana  71360 

Phone:  1-318-747-2171 

Phone:  1-318-443-2772 

Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 

Rev.  Garland  Dean 

P.O.Box  806 

500  Cox  Street 

Amite,  Louisiana  71422 

Bastrop,  Louisiana  71220 

Phone:  1-504-748-8138 

Phone:  1-318-281-1369 

Mike  John,  Jr. ,  Treasurer 

Thomas  Knight 

P.  O.  Box  1152 

320  Austin 

Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 

Bogalusa,  Louisiana  70427 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Superintendent  of  Properties 

Phone:  504-732-9400 

Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 

1104  Horridge 

P.  O.  Box  31119 

Vinton,  Louisiana  70668 

Lafayette,  Louisiana  70508 

Phone:  1-318-589-3782 

Rev.  Larry  Robertson 

Lewis  Love,  Superintendent 

20  Henrietta  Drive 

Ruston  Properties 

Crowley,  Louisiana  70503 

600  Oak  Park  Circle 

Phone:  1-318-992-4560 

Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 

Phone:  1-318-255-5601 

Rev.  Kenneth  Reed 

Charles  F.  Bean 

P.O.Box  3057 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 

500  LaBauve  Avenue 

Phone:  1-504-346-1646 

Plaquemine,  Louisiana  70764 

Phone:  1-504-687-3504 

Rev.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 

Mrs.  Alonzo  Campbell 

2727  Jackson 

Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301 

1616  Eighth  Street 

Phone:  1-318-443-5696 

Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301 

Phone:  1-318442-1979 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Cochran 

Route  3,  Box  3-C 

LIFE  TIME  HONORARY  MEMBER: 

Miss  Elizabeth  Langford 

Rayville,  Louisiana  71269 

1607  North  Fifth  Street 

Phone:  1-318-3395 

Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 

Memorials  and  Honoraria 


When  you  make  a  contribution  to  this  ministry  it  is  a  very  nice  way  to  express 
your  feelings  to  your  loved  ones  and  friends.  It  is  a  lasting  gift.  Lovely  certificates 
are  mailed  as  gifts  are  received.  All  memorials  and  honoraria  are  filed  in  a 
leather  book  for  a  permanent  record.  This  book  is  on  display  at  the  Apartment 
Complex  and  will  be  on  display  at  Annual  Conference. 


Contributions  in  1 982 

Total  contributions  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1982,  were  $29,292.43. 
This  includes  individual  gifts,  church  gifts,  and  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering. 
The  Board  of  Directors,  the  occupants  of  the  homes,  and  the  Annual  Conference 
express  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation. 


I  would  like  to  contribute  $ _ for  the  building  of  homes  for  our 

RETIRED  MINISTERS  and  WIDOWS  by  The  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board, 
The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference; 

AS  A  MEMORIAL  TO _ 

MAIL  THE  CERTIFICATE  TO  _ 

AT  THIS  ADDRESS _ 

MY  NAME  IS _ l _ 

MY  CHURCH  IS _ PASTOR _ 

DISTRICT _ DATE  _ 

AS  AN  HONORARIUM  TO  _ 

MAIL  THE  CERTIFICATE  TO _ 

AT  THIS  ADDRESS _ 

MY  NAME  IS _ 

MY  ADDRESS  IS 
MY  CHURCH  IS. 

DISTRICT _ 

RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES  BOARD 
1618  Dudley  Lane 
Bossier  City,  Louisiana  71112 
Phone:  318-747-2171  or  742-0262 


PASTOR. 
DATE  _ 
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DECEMBER  2.  1983 


ADVENT 


New  Mission  Interpreter 
Available  For  SC  Jurisdiction 


Americans  United  Joins  Court 
Battle  To  Protect  Religious 
Freedom  In  Schools 


Ruth  Ann  Robinson,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  who  has  served  in 
Ecuador  since  1977,  is  Mission 
Interpreter  in  Residence  for  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  beginning  January 
1984. 

She  served  in  Ecuador  with  her 
husband,  the  Rev.  Milton  Robinson,  until 
his  sudden  death  in  July  1982. 

Mrs.  Robinson’s  specific  respon¬ 
sibilities  related  to  the  administra¬ 
tion  office  of  the  United  Evangel¬ 
ical  Church  of  Ecuador,  which  re¬ 
ceives  support  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  United  Presbyterian,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Southern  Presbyterian, 
and  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She 
worked  closely  with  the  president  of  the 
church.  In  addition  to  this  she  has  been 
very  much  involved  in  the  development 
of  women’s  work. 

Prior  to  the  term  of  service  in 
Ecuador,  the  Robinsons  served  in  Bolivia 
from  1957  to  1977  in  a  pastoral  ministry. 
Mrs.  Robinson  also  had  a  short  term  of 
educational  service  in  Angola  before 
going  to  Bolivia. 

Ruth  Ann  Robinson  was  born  in  Port 
Lavaca,  Texas.  She  received  her 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  the 
University  of  Texas  at  Austin  and  later  a 
master  of  arts  degree  from  Scarritt 
College. 

As  Mission  Interpreter  in  Residence  in 


Ruth  Ann  Robinson 

the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  Mrs. 
Robinson  will  work  with  conference, 
district  and  local  church  leaders  in 
exploring  new  and  creative  ways  of 
presenting  Christian  mission  in  today’s 
changing  world. 

She  may  be  contacted  as  follows : 

Mrs.  Ruth  Ann  Robinson 
Mission  Interpreter  in  Residence 
c/o:  Office  of  Dr.  K.  B.  McIntosh 
1928  Ross  Avenue 
Dallas,  Texas  75201 


Ministerial  Record  Forms  Completed 


The  camera  was  on  hand  recently  to 
record  the  “wrap-up”  of  the  designing  of 
a  new  form  to  be  used  by  the  District 
Superintendents  to  record  and  up-date 
information  from  all  our  ministers.  The 
job  of  keeping  accurate,  up-to-date  data 
is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
responsibilities  of  the  Conference  office. 
Addresses,  phone  numbers,  financial 
information,  etc.,  changes,  changes, 
changes!  It’s  a  never-ending  cycle! 


Soca  Taco  Coming  To  Baton  Rouge 


Floyd  Shaffer  (or  Soca  Taco  the 
Clown),  the  internationally-known 
Lutheran  pastor  who  spends  fifty  percent 
of  his  time  doing  clown  ministry,  will  be 
at  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
(TUCM)  at  LSU,  Baton  Rouge  on 
December  4  at  6:00  p.m.  for  the 
“Celebration.”  Shaffer  has  been  in  40 
states,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Canada 
and  Burma  ;  and  he  has  conducted  clown 
programs,  workshops  and  worship 


General  Conference 
Petitions 

Any  church  or  individual  submit¬ 
ting  petitions  to  General  Conference 
should  send  a  copy  to  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson  at  the  Conference  Office. 
This  will  enable  members  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  be  familiar  with  legis¬ 
lative  petitions  from  their  own  state. 
Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  Chair 
Louisiana  Delegation  To 
The  General  Conference 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Here  I  Stand . Page  2 

Steve  Alleft  and  Helen  Hayes  star 

in  UM-funded  radio  show . Page  3 

On  the  UMR  beat . Page  2 


A  New  Day  For  God’s  People 


Washington,  D.C.  —  In  order  to  protect 
the  religious  freedom  of  school  children 
and  their  parents,  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  has 
entered  a  federal  court  dispute  over 
government-sponsored  religious 
meetings  in  Oklahoma  public  schools. 

“The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has 
repeatedly  affirmed  the  role  of  parents  in 
deciding  what  religious  values  should  or 
should  not  be  imparted  to  their 
children,"  said  the  Americans  United 
brief.  “Under  a  government  where  the 
state  is  prohibited  from  engaging  in  the 
religious  instruction  of  its  young  people, 
spiritual  needs  can  only  be  met  by  the 
parents  and  their  freely  chosen 
churches.” 

Americans  United  stated  that  the  Little 
Axe,  Okla.  school  district  had  uncon¬ 
stitutionally  sponsored  religious 
activities.  Two  mothers,  JoAnn  Bell  and 
Lucille  McCord,  objected  to  the 
practices.  After  failing  to  convince  the 
school  board  to  halt  the  religious 
services,  they  filed  suit  in  federal  district 
court. 

The  court  in  March  banned  the 


services  but  suggested  that  a  new  school 
policy  on  religious  activities  was 
constitutional.  The  decision  has  been 
appealed  to  the  U.S.  10th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals. 

In  its  friend-of-the-court  brief  in  Bell  v. 
Little  Axe  Independent  School  District, 
Americans  United  praised  the  federal 
district  court  for  its  “delicate  balancing” 
of  First  Amendment  principles.  The 
religious  liberty  organization  agreed 
with  the  judge  that  under  certain  very 
carefully  controlled  conditions 
completely  voluntary  student  religious 
clubs  could  meet  constitutionally  after 
school  hours.  Americans  United  offered 
“additional  suggestions”  to  give 
“appropriate  recognition  to  the  various 
sensitive  dimensions  of  the  constitutional 
problems.” 

The  Americans  United  brief  said  high 
schools  could  constitutionally  limit 
proselytizing  by  student  groups  on 
campus  and  should  bar  involvement  by 
teachers  and  other  school  employees. 
Outsiders  should  also  be  restricted  from 
coming  onto  campus  to  promote  religious 
activities. 


December,  1983 

5  Church  Women  United,  World  Day  of  Prayer,  3rd  Floor,  HQ 

6  Lectionary  Telecast  —  Noon 

6  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration,  HQ,  10:30  a.m. 

8  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees,  Noon 

13  Communications  Committee  Mtg.,  HQ,  2nd  Floor,  1 :00  p.m. 
13  Lectionary  Telecast  —  Noon 

15  Media  Resources  Committee  Mtg.,  HQ,  3rd  floor,  1:00  p.m. 
18  GOOD  SAMARITAN  OBSERVANCE 

20  Lectionary  Telecast  —  Noon 

23-26  Christmas  Holidays  —  Office  Closed 

27  Lectionary  Telecast  —  Noon 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture:  Isaiah 2:2-4, 62:1-3 

Today  we  bbgin  a  new  quarter  of 
“Studies  in  Isaiah,”  the  first  lesson  being 
“A  New  Day  for  God’s  People.” 

Having  passed  their  zenith  in 
importance  and  status  as  a  nation,  the 
Jews  could  only  look  back  and  wish  for 
the  “good  old  days”  of  David’s  reign  to 
return.  Since  David’s  (and  Solomon’s) 
time,  the  road  for  Judah  had  been  one  of 
constant  decline.  Not  only  did 
prominence  disappear,  but  morals 
decayed  and  the  people  of  Judah  found 
themselves  conquered  and  taken  away 
into  exile. 

The  prophets  Isaiah  dealt  with 
conditions  before  and  after  the  Exile  in 
Babylon.  Isaiah  (of  Chapters  1-39) 
ministered  in  Jerusalem  about  740-700 
B.C.  while  Isaiah  (Chapters  40-66)  served 
his  people  after  the  Babylonian  captivity 
about  540  B.C.  Today  we  read  selections 
from  both  Isaiahs  and  from  both  periods. 

Isaiah  2-4  warns  the  people  of  Judah 
about  the  coming  catastrophes. 
Destruction  and  deportation  are  sure  to 
come.  However,  in  2:2-4,  we  find  that  the 
prophet  agrees  with  Micah  in  saying  that 
“the  mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
will  be  established  as  the  highest  of  the 
Mountains”  .  .  .  (Micah  4:1)  at  some 
future  time  of  God’s  choosing.  And  he 
describes  a  pilgrimage  of  nations 
converging  on  Jerusalem,  the  holy 
mountain,  the  center  of  the  earth.  God 
will  reign  over  a  peaceful  world  in  which 
war  weapons  will  be  converted  into 
farming  tools. 

Isaiah  62  is  a  poem  (one  of  three  poems 
in  this  section)  which  reflects  everyday 
llfe'In  Judah  following' the  return  from 
Babylonian  exile.  Naturally,  things  are 
still  in  turmoil.  Confusion  reigns  and 
prosperity  has  not  yet  returned. 
However,  the  prophet  says  he  is  going  to 


speak  until  God  finally  restores 
Jerusalem  in  all  her  glory  and  beauty. 
“You  shall  be  a  crown  of  beauty  in  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in 
the  hand  of  your  God”  is  the  expression 
used  to  describe  a  restored  and 
vindicated  land. 

In  order  for  us  to  understand  the 
impact  of  the  Babylonian  exile  on  the 
people  of  Judah,  we  have  to  consider  the 
centrality  of  the  Jerusalem  Temple  in 
their  lives.  David,  in  consolidating  his 
kingdom,  had  chosen  the  stronghold 
which  became  Jerusalem  as  his  capitol 
not  only  because  of  its  strong  strategic 
location,  but  also  because  it  was  not  in 
any  of  the  existing  tribal  areas.  There¬ 
fore,  all  tribes  had  equal  relationship  to  it, 
and  none  could  claim  it  as  theirs  exclu¬ 
sively.  It  was  “theirs”  for  all  people. 
Jerusalem  grew  in  prominence  until  it 
became  the  center  of  all  that  was  in 
Judah  —  government,  culture,  econom¬ 
ics,  etc.  Judah  looked  to  Jerusalem  for 
everything.  Supremely,  the  city  was  the 
center  of  religion,  and  the  Temple  was 
the  center  of  the  center. 

When  Judah  was  invaded  and 
conquered  by  the  Babylonians  in  586 
B.C.,  Jerusalem  was  destroyed.  The 
temple  was  no  more.  The  people  were 
taken  to  Babylon  where  they  lived 
without  Temple  and  without  Jerusalem 
for  nearly  fifty  years,  at  which  time  they 
were  permitted  to  return  and  rebuild  by 
Cyrus  the  Persian  who  conquered 
Babylon. 

Second,  Isaiah  gave  the  people  hope, 
proclaiming  God’s  vindication  of  the 
nation.  The  city  will  be  rebuilt  and  given 
a  new  name.  The  people  will  be  called  the 
“Holy  People,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord 
.  .  .  a  city  not  forsaken  ” 

There  is  always  hope,  even  when 
things  look  darkest.  The  Lord  loves  his 
people  and  will  redeem  them.  There  will 
be  a  new  day  for  God’s  people.  When  we 
of  today  are  discouraged  or  despairing, 
we  need  to  remember  that! 


Persons,  Churches  &  Events  Editorial 


The  new  Minister’s  yellow  Information 
Sheet  is  to  be  used  for  notifying  the 
Conference  office  of  any  and  all  changes 
and,  if  this  procedure  is  followed,  should 
provide  a  helpful  tool  to  be  more  efficient 
for  the  benefit  of  all.  Don  Hall  (center), 
happened  along  at  the  very  last  minute 
and  contributed  some  useful  suggestions 
and  enabled  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson 
(seated)  and  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway  (left) 
to  complete  the  project. 


Centenary  College  will  welcome  home 
its  alumni  Saturday,  December  3,  when 
Homecoming  festivities  get  underway. 

Events  for  the  one-day  event  include 
house  decorations,  banner  contest;  pre¬ 
game  party  for  alumni;  the  game  (Gents 
vs.  North  Texas  State  University),  and 
after-the-game  dance. 

Cash  prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the 
best  house  decorations  and  banners,  both 
contests  open  to  all  organizations  on 
campus.  The  pre-game  party  for  alumni 
will  be  held  from  5:00-7:15  p.m.  at  the 
Creative  Craft  Alliance,  3000  Centenary 
Blvd.,  and  home  of  former  Centenary 
presidents.  Half-price  game  tickets 
($2.50)  for  alumni  and  their  family 
members  will  be  available  at  the  party. 

Gametime  will  be  7:45  p.m.  in  the  Gold 
Dome,  with  the  crowning  of  the  Home¬ 
coming  Queen  taking  place  during  half¬ 
time.  After  the  game  the  Alumni 


Association  and  the  students  will  sponsor 
a  dance  in  Haynes  Gym,  featuring  a  well- 
known  local  band. 


Williams  United  Methodist  Church  of 
the  New  Orleans/Houma  District 
witnessed  something  new.  Mrs.  Beatrice 
Ledet,  an  active  member  and  usher  of 
Williams  Church,  celebrated  her 
birthday  at  the  church.  Her  gifts 
amounted  to  $2,000  in  cash,  which  she 
gave  to  her  church  building  fund. 

Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  now  has 
the  largest  enrollment  in  its  history.  Fall 
enrollment. is  up  to  228  students  from  a 
previous  record  of  224  last  year. 

There  are  two  students  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  currently  enrolled 
at  Saint  Paul.  They  are  Richard 
McKinnie  and  James  Stockton. 


O  Come ,  Immanuel! 


experiences  in  42  denominations.  He  has 
been  in  50  universities  and  in  25 
theological  schools  and  is  the  person  who 
created  the  films,  “Mark  of  The  Clown,” 
“A  Clown  Is  Born,”  and  “That’s  Life.” 
Shaffer  has  been  on  a  CBS  one-hour  TV 
special  and  on  many  network  news  and 
regional  specials.  Recently,  he 
completed  two  books,  If  I  Were  A  Clown 
and  A  Clown  Ministry  Manual. 

Floyd  Shaffer,  traveling  as  Soca  Taco, 
will  be  conducting  a  workshop  on 
Saturday,  December  3  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  He  will  also 
participate  in  a  service  at  St.  Paul 
Lutheran  Church  on  Sunday  morning, 
December  4,  in  addition  to  leading  the 
Communion  Service  at  TUCM  on  Sunday 
night  at  6:00  p.m. 

Sunday  School  Lessons 
To  Continue  On  Sattlelite 

Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor  will  continue  to 
serve  as  the  teacher  for  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lessons,  beamed  up  on 
Westar  IV  and  received  on  Channel  19. 
The  program  will  continue  on  Tuesday 
night  at  7:30.  Dr.  Taylor  will  bring  the 
lesson  for  the  first  month  of  the  quarter 
only,  and  a  new  teacher  for  January- 
February  will  be  announced  in  a  coming 
issue  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 

Living  Symbols  of  Christian  Love 
LAFON  HOME 

METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 

METHODIST  HOME  HOSPITAL 

PEOPLES  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

PENDLETON  MEMORIAL  METHODIST 
HOSPITAL 

RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES 

Remember  The  Offering  — 
Sunday,  December  18th 


I’ve  been  looking  forward  to  Advent 
this  year,  and,  frankly,  feeling  a  great 
need  for  it.  With  the  changes  and 
problems  in  our  personal  lives  and  the 
loss  of  our  beloved  bishop  and  other  close 
friends,  it  seems  that  the  coming  of 
Immanuel  —  God  With  Us,  indeed  —  is 
the  good  news  my  world  needs.  How 
about  yours? 

God  originally  sent  His  son  into  the 
world  in  the  “fullness  of  time.”  That  is,  it 
was  a  prepared  world.  The  Romans  had 
built  highways  and  kept  the  trade  routes 
open.  “Pax  Romana”  (Roman  peace) 
was  pretty  generally  in  effect  throughout 
the  Middle  East,  and  the  Greek  language 
was  a  common  one  for  the  world 
of  that  day.  The  highest  form  of  religion 
known  to  the  world  —  Judaism  —  had 
brought  a  moral  quality  and  tone  to 
humanity  that  was  harsh  but  vital  to  the 
revelation  of  God  to  the  world. 

However,  there  was  cruelty,  injustice, 
war,  self-seeking,  “making  a  buck”  at 
others’  expense,  and  many  other 
characteristics  of  a  crude,  care-less 
world. 

But  do  we  dare  examine  the  parallel  of 
our  own  time?  Surely  our  world  is  a 


prepared  world.  Watching  , Father 
Thompson  delivering  our  Lections  for 
Advent  on  satellite  reminds  me  that  the 
secrets  of  electronic  media  have  been 
revealed  to  us  by  God  as  a  means  of  more 
fully  preparing  us  for  the  work  ahead. 
This  work  is  making  Immanuel  known  to 
our  generation. 

“However”  No.  2  —  There  is  still 
cruelty,  injustice,  war,  self-seeking, 
“making  a  buck”  at  others’  expense  and 
the  increased  power  of  nations  to  destroy 
each  other  totally.  These  are  still  the 
characteristics  of  a  crude,  care-less 
world. 

But  the  message  of  Advent  is  that  God 
cares!  He  is  with  us.  When  John  so 
beautifully  says,  “The  Word  was  made 
flesh  and  dwelt  in  our  midst,”  he  was 
really  saying  “he  pitched  his  tent  on  the 
vacant  lot  down  the  street,”  or  “he 
moved  in  next  door,”  or,  perhaps,  “in  the 
guest  room  off  the  den.  ’  ’ 

With  the  disasters,  losses,  frustrations 
and  heartaches  of  our  adolescent  world, 
I’m  glad  Advent  is  here  again. 

O  Come,  O  Come  Immanuel! 

—  E.F. 


Bicentennial  Resources 


One  Faith,  Many  Visions 
20  minutes,  color,  available  in  16mm 
and  videocassette.  This  film  presents  a 
dialogue  between  past  and  present  which 
considers  the  various  frontiers  which  the 
denomination  has  explored:  urban 
ministries,  world  mission,  education  and 
world  peace.  Highlighted  are  the  saints 
and  visionaries  who  have  worked  on 
these  frontiers  and  the  local  worship 
community  which  undergirds  the 
Church’s  efforts.  Available  now  from 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary/4500 


Massachusetts  Avenue,  N.W. /Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20016/(202  )  363-2171.  Sale 
$275;  rental  $30  (both  prices 
approximate). 

Burning  Bright 

32-minutes,  color,  available  in  16mm 
and  l/z"  VHS,  Vfe"  Beta  and  U-Matic 
videocassettes.  Presents  the  major 
events  in  the  history  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  other  churches  of 
Methodist  origin  in  the  United  States. 
Available  from  EcuFilm.  Sale,  $295; 
rental,  $18. 
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Good  ethics  is  good  business 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


An  anecdote  from  our  country’s  "rob¬ 
ber  baron"  era  reflects  a  still-prevalent 
view  that  our  society  rewards  unscrupu¬ 
lous  business  practices:  "If  you  steal  a 
pair  of  shoes  you  go  to  jail.  But  if  you 
steal  a  railroad  you  get  elected  to  the 
Senate.” 

Such  cynical  stereotypes  of  “big  busi¬ 
ness”  are  challenged  by  a  recent  series 
of  articles  in  the  Christian  Science  Moni¬ 
tor  on  the  rising  interest  in  business 
ethics  among  corporate  leaders.  The  ar¬ 
ticles  counter  the  "cutthroat"  image  of 
the  business  world  with  the  suggestion 
that  successful  companies  tend  to  be 
those  with  "good  values." 

Consequently,  the  moral  aspects  of 
business  policy  and  practice  are  being 
widely  discussed  in  sales  training  classes 
and  corporate  board  rooms  across  the 
country,  and  in  some  instances  are  show¬ 
ing  up  in  statements  of  company  policy. 

As  Christians,  we  should  take  heart  in 
such  news.  This  trend  no  doubt  reflects 
the  presence  of  committed  lay  persons 
witnessing  in  the  marketplace  to  their 
Christian  faith. 

This  is  a  welcome  contrast  to  the  al¬ 
most  totally  negative  attitude  toward  the 
business  world  adopted  by  many  Chris¬ 
tians.  As  a  result,  the  chief  relationship 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  600  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  UMC  in  Clarion,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference),  and  250  member-families  of 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  St.  Paul.  Minnesota 
( Minnesota  Annual  Conference ) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Clarion  and  St. 
Paul  we  say  "Welcome."  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  other  readers  in  providing  feed¬ 
back  through  such  columns  as  "Letters 
to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


between  the  church  and  "big  business"  is 
often  characterized  by  accusations,  pro¬ 
tests  and  defensiveness. 

It  would  be  naive  to  assume  that  com¬ 
panies  with  morally  pure  policies  have 
become  the  norm.  All  too  many  busi¬ 
nesses  still  regard  "bottom  line"  profit 
as  the  only  real  measure  of  success  or 
failure.  Still,  the  church  should  use  this 
reported  trend  as  an  occasion  to  advo¬ 
cate  anew  the  fact  that  considerations 
other  than  profit  are  equally  important 
gauges  of  business  success.  And  we 
should  urge  more  business  leaders  to  in¬ 
clude  a  clear  commitment  to  ethical 
principles  as  part  of  their  companies’ 
basic  policy. 

If  such  policies  are  not  adopted  be¬ 
cause  they  are  Tight,  they  should  still  be 
considered  by  persons  who  believe  in 
following  sound  business  principles.  Mor¬ 
ally  upright  business  practices  are  more 
likely  in  the  long-rury  to  produce  pros¬ 
perity  than  "cutthroat"  practices,  even 
though  short-term  profits  may  at  times 
be  reduced  by  the  former. 

For  example,  a  chemical  plant  which 
produces  toxic  wastes  that  are  found  to 
be  hazardous  to  persons  living  in  its  vi¬ 
cinity,  may  have  to  reduce  its  profits  in 
order  to  control  its  pollution  and  clean  up 
the  neighborhood.  By  doing  so,  however, 
it  likely  will  benefit  not  only  the  commun¬ 
ity  but  also  spare  itself  expensive  legal 
actions. 

An  automobile  company  which  admits 
a  serious  defect  in  the  design  of  one  of  its 
cars  and  offers  to  remedy  it  may  lose 
both  money  and  customer  goodwill  in  the 
short-run.  In  the  long-run,  however,  its 
concern  for  consumer  safety  and  its  repu¬ 
tation  for  standing  behind  its  product 
is  likely  to  encourage  buyer  loyalty. 

A  company  planning  to  introduce  auto¬ 
mated  equipment  which  would  replace  a 
substantial  part  of  its  labor  force  might 
be  tempted  to  lay  workers  off  in  order  to 
save  money.  A  more  gradual  reduction  in 
employees  through  attrition  would  not 
only  be  more  humane,  but  would  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  company’s  stability  during 
the  time  of  transition. 

Companies  practicing  "good  values" 
are  likely  to  produce  a  degree  of  public 
goodwill  which  less  responsible  compan¬ 
ies  never  experience.  Ironically,  eco¬ 
nomic  profitability  will  accompany  such 
goodwill  more  often  than  not.  In  a  word, 
the  love  of  God  and  neighbor  not  only  is 
good  theology  but  also  is  a  good  guide  to 
personal  and  corporate  business  activity. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Is  there  a  conspiracy  of  silence 
regarding  Christian  social  action? 


DECEMBER  2.  1983  . 


By  GARY  BLAINE 

It  seems  as  though  United  Methodism, 
along  with  other  mainline  organizations, 
has  been  dodging  bullets  lately.  Like  a 
Gatling  gun  pummeling  out  abuse,  we 
have  been  taking  fire  from  Reader's  Di¬ 
gest,  "60  Minutes,”  Jimmy  Swaggart, 
and  a  host  of  other  adversaries. 

Local  pastors  squirm  under  the  right¬ 
eous  indignation  of  laity  who  shake  the 
latest  newspaper  clipping  under  their 
noses.  They  rush  to  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  and  other  sources  to  find  satis¬ 
factory  responses  to  the  latest  charges 
that  United  Methodism  is  leading  the 
pack  of  communist  conspirators  in  the 
overthrow  of  our  country. 

A  number  of  interesting  theories  have 
emerged  suggesting  that  the  church  is 
the  victim  of  subversive  efforts  by  the 
"right  wing,”  or  the  nation  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca.  One  of  the  healthiest  responses  has 
been  soul-  searching,  and  the  evaluation 
of  United  Methodist  involvement  in  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

Perhaps  one  aspect  of  our  dilemma  is  a 
conspiracy  of  silence.  Why  is  it  that  cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  alike  are  unprepared  for  the 
inevitable  questions  concerning  Chris¬ 
tian  social  action?  We  have  ears,  but 
have  we  heard  the  good  news  that  the 


Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon  Jesus  Christ, 
"because  he  has  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  news  to  the  poor.  He  has  sent  me  to 
proclaim  release  to  the  captives  and  re¬ 
covering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  lib¬ 
erty  those  who  are  oppressed,  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord"? 

Have  we  been  so  consumed  by  the  de¬ 
sire  for  personal  salvation  and  holiness 
that  we  have  not  heard  God’s  Word  that 
He  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His 
only  Son? 

We  pride  ourselves  as  being  people  of 
"one  book,"  and  yet  we  have  neglected 
major  components  of  that  book,  in¬ 
cluding  Jeremiah,  Hosea,  Amos,  Mat¬ 
thew  25,  St.  James,  and  even  St.  Paul. 

We  boast  that  "the  world  is  our  parish” 
but  spend  an  inordinate  amount  of  time 
with  Wesley’s  experience  at  Aldersgate. 
Wesley  moved  on  from  Aldersgate;  we 
seem  to  have  stopped  there.  Conse¬ 
quently  we  have  neglected  Wesley’s  con¬ 
cern  for  the  salvation  and  sanctification 
of  the  world. 

Who  has  read  lately  Wesley’s  fourth 
discourse,  "Upon  Our  Lord’s  Sermon  on 
the  Mount?”  There  Wesley  wrote,  "Whe¬ 
ther  they  (the  lost  heathen)  will  finally 
be  lost  or  saved,  you  are  expressly  com¬ 
manded  to  feed  the  hungry,  and  clothe 
the  naked.  If  you  can,  and  do  not,  what- 


Gary  Blaine 
ever  becomes  of  them,  you  shall  go  away 
into  everlasting  fire.” 

Another  example  of  Wesley’s  concern 
for  the  salvation  of  the  world  is  found  in 
his  sermon,  "The  General  Spread  of  the 
Gospel.” 

Painstakingly  we  gather  every  four 
years  to  make  relevant  and  pertinent  the 
Social  Principles  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  In  how  many  churches  are  those 
Principles  read  to  the  people,  (much  less 
discussed  and  explained),  as  the  "Book 
of  Discipline”  recommends? 

We  do  not  need  to  grope  like  people  in 
quicksand.  The  reasoned  experience  of 
Scripture  and  tradition  are  solid  rocks 
for  our  efforts  to  feed  the  hungry,  advo¬ 
cate  peace,  promote  equality,  alleviate 
poverty,  affirm  human  rights,  and  op^ 
pose  political  oppression. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through * 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues, 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribwl 
tor,  the  Rev.  Gary  Blaine,  is  pastor  of  the- 
High  Point  UMC  in  Clearwater,  Florida 
(Florida  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to. 
"Here  I  Stdnd,"  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


UMC  has  room  for  anyone  who  reveres  Jesus 


My 


Witness 

Our  duty  to  non-believers 
is  to  show  Christian  love 


By  FLORENCE  P.  BYERLEY 

Some  persons  are  making  an  all-out 
effort  to  bring  prayer,  Bible  reading  and 
respect  for  God  back  to  our  public 
schools,  but  this  cannot  be  accomplished 
overnight.  Meanwhile,  can  we  make 
Jesus  Christ,  God  and  the  Bible  real  for 
our  children  and  yet  remain  within  the 
framework  of  the  Constitution?  We  can  if 
our  teachers  know  how ! 

Let  me  tell  you  about  Jeanne,  our 
grandson’s  teacher.  "Boys  and  girls," 
she  tells  her  children,  "I  am  a  public 
school  teacher  and  I  cannot  talk  to  you 
about  religion  or  God,  but  those  of  you 
who  go  to  church  and  Sunday  School  can 
tell  me  about  God.  You  may  tell  the  class 
some  of  the  stories  your  Sunday  School 
teachers  have  told  you,  and  you  may  sing 
for  the  class  some  of  the  songs  you  have 
learned.  You  know,  there  are  lots  of 
people  who  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the 
most  beautiful  piece  of  literature  the 
world  has  ever  known.  Please  feel  free  to 
quote  scripture  verses  that  you  have 
learned  for  us  ” 

The  children  have  formed  a  Bible 
corner  in  their  classroom.  Jeanne  is  able 


to  tell  her  class  about  Hanukkah  and 
Seder  services  as  well  as  Christmas  and 
Easter.  This  remarkable  woman  was 
once  a  Roman  Catholic  mother  superior 
who  came  to  feel  that  God  needed  her 
more  in  the  world.  She  is  convinced  that 
her  first  duty  toward  the  non-believer, 
however  she  may  interpret  the  term  non¬ 
believer,  is  to  love  him.  She  seems  deeply 
aware  that  if  you  really  love  someone, 
you  are  willing  to  listen  to  him,  and  she 
listens ! 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Florence  P. 
Byerley,  is  an  associate  member  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Pinellas  Park,  Florida 
(Florida  Annual  Conference). 


To  The  Editor: 

I  heard  a  cry  of  real  concern  in  the 
"Here  I  Stand”  article  written  by  Eliza¬ 
beth  D.  Brownlow  in  the  November  11  is¬ 
sue  headlined  "Do  charismatics  have  a 
place  in  the  UMC?”  I  would  like  to  re¬ 
spond  with  a  resounding  "YES.” 

Any  Christian  who  reverences  the 
name  of  Jesus,  holds  that  name  above  all 
names,  witnesses  to  their  faith  by  holy 
living,  and  who  is  not  ashamed  to  add 
voice  to  their  love  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  has  a  place  in  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church. 

At  the  same  time,  I  question  the  worth 
and  effectiveness  of  those  who  never  feel 
the  need  to  speak  a  word  of  witness,  sit 
passively  (and  criticize)  through  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  finding  fault  with  the  minis¬ 
ter  or  anyone  else  who  shows  any  emo¬ 
tion  or  evidence  of  the  warmness  of  the 
Spirit’s  presence. 

I  feel,  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord,  that  our  church  dare  not  yield  to 
the  secular  pressure  of  those  who  have 
lost  the  ability  to  respond  to  the  Spirit’s 
leading;  we  have,  from  the  beginning  of 
Methodism  believed  in  a  "realized"  sal¬ 
vation,  a  fullness  of  joy,  and  the  privilege 
of  responding  to  the  Lord  according  tp 
the  dictates  of  our  hearts.  Is  it  not  time 
for  us  who  are  called  United  Methodist 
to  refrain  from  judgment  of  other  Chris¬ 
tians  and  to  get  on  with  the  business  of 
being  the  church  of  Christ  in  the  world? 

We  hear  so  much  about  what  the 
church  needs.  God’s  prescription  for  re¬ 
vival,  given  to  Solomon,  holds  the  only 
answer:  "If  my  people,  who  are  called 
by  my  name  will  humble  themselves,  and 
pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from 
their  wicked  ways,  then  will  I  hear  from 
heaven,  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  heal 
their  land”  (2  Chronicles  7: 14). 

Let  the  people  of  the  church  humble 
themselves,  repent,  and  begin  once  more 
to  seek  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Leonard  Brown 
.Queen  City,  Texas 
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On  the  UMR  Beat 

Reflections  on  a  bishop’s  tragic 
fall  from  the  pinnacle  of  success 


Petitions  to  Gen.  Conf. 
soon  reach  end  of  line 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  article  headlined 
"Flood  of  petitions  concerns  writer” 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  28). 

All  local  pastors,  local  members  of 
churches  and  even  local  churches  them¬ 
selves,  should  face  up  to  the  fact  that  a 
petition  from  anyone  of  them  being  seri¬ 
ously  considered  by  a  committee  of  the 
General  Conference  —  let  alone  by  the  to¬ 
tal  General  Conference  —  is  almost  zero. 

Other  than  being  received,  given  a 
number  (code),  and  included  with  sim¬ 
ilar  petitions,  this  is  the  end  of  the  line. 
The  church’s  general  agencies,  occasion¬ 
ally  an  annual  conference,  and  powerful 
self-interest  groups  or  individuals  hold 
the  General  Conference  in  their  grip. 

What  will  be  enacted  at  the  coming 
meeting  in  Baltimore  has  essentially 
been  determined  even  at  this  early  date. 
Why  doesn’t  the  General  Conference  sim¬ 
ply  publish  this  fact  and  thereby  avoid 
the  flood  of  worthless  petitions  that  pro¬ 
duce  the  "overload”  alluded  to  in  youf 
article? 

Luther  R.  Stokes 
Lake  City,  Florida 

Cool  thinking  needed 
to  avert  nuclear  war 

To  the  Editor: 

I  did  not  watch  the  nuclear-bomb  film 
"The  Day  After”  because  of  principle: 
that  is,  I  already  know  all  I  need  to  know 
about  the  horrible-awful  consequences  of 
nuclear  blast. 

I  first  learned  of  the  bomb  in  August 
1945  after  my  14th  and  last  crossing  of  the 
Atlantic.  On  my  way  home  on  leave,  I 
bought  a  newspaper  at  the  train  station 
in  New  Orleans.  Since  then  I  have  read 
numerous  articles  and  one  book  dealing 
with  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki;  and  a 
year  ago,  I  saw  at  my  church  the 

m 


Helen  Caldicott  fright  film,  "The  Last 
Epidemic.” 

To  see  the  ABC  picture  would  have 
been  like  going  to  a  morgue  to  see  a 
pathologist  dissect  the  remains  of  a  poor 
creature  killed  in  an  auto  accident.  Be¬ 
sides  that,  I  don’t  have  the  time  for 
redundancies.  Frankly,  I  doubt  if  there  is 
anybody  in  the  country  12  years  or  older 
who  does  not  already  know  about  a 
nuclear  bomb.  So  of  anyone  who  suggests 
that  I  see  another  film  on  the  subject, 

I  am  inclined  to  ask:  "Where  have  you 
been  the  past  38  years?” 

All  the  hype  for  "The  Day  After"  must 
have  been  very  gratifying  to  ABC-TV  and 
also  to  the  people  in  the  Kremlin.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  the  worldwide  "peace” 
agitation  has  at  least  in  part  been 
planned  and  orchestrated  by  the  USSR. 
The  purpose  is  to  frighten  people  and  in¬ 
fluence  them  to  bring  pressure  on  our 
government  to  seek  an  accommodation 
with  Russia  by  way  of  appeasement.  This 
is  called  “working  for  peace."  If  any  per¬ 
son  does  not  believe  this,  then  that  person 
simply  has  not  done  his  homework,  or 
else  is  blinded  by  excessive  pacifist  zeal. 

We  don’t  need  hysteria.  We  need  cool, 
objective  thinking  as  we  try  to  head  off  a 
nuclear  holocaust. 

John  H.  Harwood 
Birmingham,  Michigan 

Crusade  for  Peace  needed 

before  General  Conference 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  showing  of  "The  Day  Af¬ 
ter"  can  only  jar  American  people  into  a 
sharper  consciousness  of  a  grim  reality 
of  which  many  of  us  have  been  aware, 
but  about  which  we  have  done  far  too  lit¬ 
tle.  The  future  of  God’s  creation  on  Earth 
is  literally  in  our  hands  (see  Reporter, 
Nov.  11). 

People  who  share  this  concern  need  to 


mount  between  now  and  the  1984  General 
Conference,  a  campaign  calling  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church  and  its  members  to 
a  crusade  for  peace  that  will  match  or  ex¬ 
ceed  the  efforts  during  and  immediately 
after  World  War  II  of  the  Crusade  for 
New  World  Order.  Led  with  vigor  and 
skill  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  by  the 
brilliant  and  dynamic  Bromley  Oxnam, 
that  crusade  mobilized  the  churches  to, 
an  extent  not  matched  before  or  since. 
The  goal  was  to  create  a  world  or-, 
ganization  of  the  nations  that  would 
make  a  third  world  war  impossible.  Are. 
we  now  to  allow  their  efforts  to  go  for 
naught,  to  concede  that  they  and  we  have 
failed  to  achieve  the  goal  of  a  lasting 
peace?  God  forbid. 

I  am  not  proposing  the  allocation  of  a 
large  sum  of  money.  The  Crusade  for  a 
New  World  Order  did  not  have  large 
sums  available  to  it.  What  it  did  have  was 
a  responsive  church  led  by  a  committed 
Council  of  Bishops.  Peace  and  the  rati¬ 
fication  of  the  United  Nations  Charter  be¬ 
came  the  priority  of  the  whole  denomina¬ 
tion,  of  its  boards  and  agencies,  of  its  en¬ 
tire  connectional  structure,  of  virtually 
every  local  church.  •  • "  • r'  v  rwiv 

Let  us  persuade  the  bishops  to  come  to 
the  General  Conference  with  a  call  to 
study,  prayer,  and  action  that  will  stir  us 
as  we  have  not  been  stirred  for  a  long 
time.  Let  us  urge  every  general  and  an¬ 
nual  conference  board  and  agency  to  ex¬ 
amine  its  responsibility  and  be  prepared 
to  state  what  it  will  do  for  the  sake  of 
peace.  Each  district  superintendent  apd 
pastor  should  be  asked  to  examine  his  or 
her  own  life  and  role  to  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  self,  time,  and  energy  to  a  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  for  peace.  Every  local  church 
and  every  member  ought  to  be  chal¬ 
lenged,  regardless  of  individual  views,  to, 
find  a  way  to  work  to  end  the  nuclear 
threat  to  the  human  race. 

Herman  Will 

Gaithersburg,  Maryland 


An  idol  was  shattered  for  some  last 
month  by  the  resignation  of  James  Arm¬ 
strong  as  a  United  Methodist  bishop  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  25). 

For  the  past  15  years,  Jim  Armstrong 
combined  youthful  vigor,  theological  in¬ 
sight,  a  liberal  social  conscience,  a  charm¬ 
ing  media  presence  and  the  office  of  bishop. 

The  result  was  a  kind  of  religious  activ¬ 
ism  that  was  dynamic,  visible,  and  con¬ 
troversial.  Many  came  to  admire  Jim 
Armstrong  as  an  ideal  role  model  for 
leadership.  His  sudden  resignation  is 
producing  understandable  personal  trau¬ 
ma  among  such  persons. 

There  are  others  who  looked  upon  the 
same  person  and  leadership  qualities 
as  symbols  of  "all  that  is  wrong  with 
United  Methodism  today.”  Such  persons 
presumably  will  rest  easier  now,  know¬ 
ing  that  "the  liberal  hierarchy”  has  lost 
one  of  its  most  articulate  spokespersons. 

I  have  never  idolized  James  Arm¬ 
strong.  But  I  have  always  respected  him. 
And  I  have  loved  him  as  a  brother  in 
Christ.  I  still  do.  I  have  not  always  a- 
greed  with  him,  but  I’ve  always  known 
where  he  stood.  The  church  needs  more, 
not  fewer,  leaders  who  can  articulate 
their  Christian  convictions  in  language 
understandable  to  contemporary  society. 

A  tragedy  in  the  classic  sense 

I  see  in  Jim  Armstrong's  premature 
departure  from  the  leadership  ranks  of 
our  church  a  tragedy  in  the  classic  sense 
of  that  word.  He  had  reached  the  pin¬ 
nacle  of  success  in  his  chosen  field.  The 
magnitude  and  demands  associated  with 
that  success  played  a  key  role  in  plung¬ 
ing  him  from  that  pinnacle. 

As  I  read  Jim’s  statement  regarding 
harm  to  his  family,  friends  and  the 
church  which  had  resulted  from  his  fol¬ 
lowing  an  "inhuman  work  schedule,”  the 
words  of  Jesus  when  tempted  by  Satan  a- 


top  another  pinnacle  came  to  mind: 
“You  shall  not  tempt  the  Lord  your  God.” 

I  can  take  no  comfort  in  those  words 
because  they  pronounce  judgment  on  my 
life  and  those  of  many  other  church  (and 
non-church)  leaders  as  surely  as  on  Jim 
Armstrong.  The  attainment  of  high  reli¬ 
gious  leadership  does  not  bestow  super¬ 
human  immunity  to  temptation,  or  en¬ 
able  us  to  ignore  the  natural  limits  God 
has  placed  on  human  beings. 

Jim’s  early  departure  from  the  episco: 
pacy  is  also  tragic  because  he  was  provid¬ 
ing  solid  leadership  in  a  number  of  places. 
The  National  Council  of  Churches  was  prob¬ 
ably  his  mofet  visible  and  most  difficult 
arena.  He  was  striving  mightily  to  intro¬ 
duce  in  an  orderly  way  a  number  of  badly- 
needed  reforms  into  the  life  of  that  organi¬ 
zation.  That  task  remains  unfinished. 

But  there  are  consequences  to  be  borne 
for  life’s  failures.  To  his  credit,  Jim  did 
not  try  to  plead  "burnout"  —  a  term 
which  I  wonder  how  the  church  managed 
to  survive  20  centuries  without.  Rather 
he  said:  "I  want  no  cheap  grace,"  and  "I 
would  have  friends  and  critics  alike  draw 
hard  lessons  from  my  example.” 

Comments  are  bothersome 

I  was  in  San  Francisco  during  the  high 
drama  which  accompanied  Jim  Arm¬ 
strong’s  bombshell  announcement  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  and  I’ve  heard  two 
types  of  comments  since  then  which 
bother  me. 

One,  from  Armstrong  devotees,  sug¬ 
gests  that  the  bishops  somehow  mis¬ 
treated  their  colleague  by  accepting  his 
resignation  rather  than  counseling! him 
to  take  another  course  of  action.  One 
said:  "Surely  they  owe  him  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence."  Such  comments  betray  an  ignor¬ 
ance  of  church  law  and  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  at  hand.  The  bishops  were  not  asked 
for  counsel ;  they  were  given  a  resigna- 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

tion.  The  Book  of  Discipline  makes  clear 
that  any  bishop  can  submit  a  resignation. 
It  is  not  within  the  power  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  accept,  reject  or  modify 
same.  Following  extended  discussion, 
the  bishops  took  the  only  responsible 
course  of  action  open  to  them. 

I’ve  also  heard  numerous  Armstrong 
critics  say  "There’s  bound  to  be  more  to 
it  than  what  has  been  reported.”  Of 
course  there  is  more  to  it!  There  is  al¬ 
ways  more  to  any  life-changing  decision 
than  a  single,  simple  explanation.  The 
details  behind  this  decision  were  shared 
with  the  Council  of  Bishops.  But  the  es¬ 
sence  of  Jim  Armstrong’s  reason  for 
resigning  was  included  in  his  public  state¬ 
ment:  over-extension,  exhaustion,  a  sense 
of  failure,  guilt,  and  a  readiness  to  face 
the  painful  consequences  of  an  unknown 
future.  Why  should  any  caring  person  feel 
a  need  to  peer  more  deeply  than  that  into 
another’s  personal  tragedy? 

For  me,  this  occurrence  is  a  reminder 
of  why  protestants  celebrate  the  commu¬ 
nion  of  saints,  but  do  not  single  out  indivi¬ 
duals  for  adoration  as  saints.  No  matter 
how  hard  we  may  strive  to  achieve  Chris¬ 
tian  perfection,  we  never  cease  to  be  “earth¬ 
en  vessels”  with  hands  and  feet  of  clay. 

If  Jim  Armstrong  is  not  a  saint  to  be 
idolized,  neither  is  he  a  villain.  No  one 
can  rightly  take  comfort  in  his  depar¬ 
ture.  He  leaves  a  legacy  of  substantial 
accomplishments  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  His  person  and  his  contributions 
will  be  missed  by  the  church.  A  Chris¬ 
tian’s  image  may  be  tarnished  by  a  given 
failure,  but  that  does  not  nullify  the  good 
the  person  has  done. 

I  do  not  know  when  or  under  what  cir¬ 
cumstances,  but  I  will  be  very  surprised 
—  and  disappointed  —  if  James  Arm¬ 
strong  has  made  his  last  positive  con¬ 
tribution  to  God’s  Kingdom. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Professor  calls  ‘high  tech  religion’  dangerous 
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By  VIRGINIA  CULVER 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

DENVER  (RNS)  —  “Synthesizing  Gods,”  is 
the  religion  of  the  1980’s,  a  University  of  Den¬ 
ver  professor  says.  And  it’s  more  than  a  cute 
phrase.  Dr.  Carl  Raschke  maintains  the  new 
“hi-tech  religion”  is  dangerous  because  it  fore¬ 
sees  religious  experiences  coming  from  drug- 
or-technology-induced  altered  states  of  con¬ 
sciousness,  rather  than  spontaneously  as  an 
outgrowth  of  spiritual  enlightenment. 

“Right  now  there  are  bio-feedback  experi¬ 
ments  to  induce  mystical  experiences,”  said 
Dr.  Raschke,  a  religion  professor.  “Psychical 
experiences  can  be  induced  with  machinery 
that  makes  low  frequency  magnetic  waves. 
People  are  sitting  around  with  electrodes  on 
their  heads,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Raschke  details  his  theory  in  a  book, 


“The  Interruption  of  Eternity.  Modern  Gnos 
ticism  and  the  Origins  of  the  New  Religious 
Consciousness,”  and  in  interviews  about  what 
religion  has  become  in  the  modern  computer- 
ruled  world.  Gnosticism,  which  predated  Chris¬ 
tianity,  stressed  inner  religious  experiences 
over  established  religions  and  their  belief  in  a 
supernatural  being.  Gnostics,  in  despair  over 
the  future  and  disdaining  the  material  world, 
used  the  “escape  route"  to  private  searches  for 
spirituality  and  the  “eternal  now.”  Dr.  Rasch¬ 
ke  believes  the  new  religious  consciousness, 
which  includes  the  cults  of  the  1960’s,  the  hu¬ 
man  potential  movement  of  the  70’s  and  now 
the  psycho-religion  of  the  80’s,  have  the  same 
goals  as  ancient  Gnosticism. 

But  with  the  addition  of  high  technology  ma¬ 
chines  and  mind-altering  drugs,  people  hope  to 
find  their  own  nirvana  or  God-consciousness  in 


ways  unknown  before.  And  Dr.  Raschke  is 
afraid  the  whole  business  can  lead  to  “psychic 
addiction.”  More  “God-fixes”  will  be  needed. 

Traditional  religions,  such  as  Christianity, 
Judaism,  Buddhism  and  Hinduism,  have  al¬ 
ways  believed  in  the  classical  form  of  altered 
states  of  consciousness,  he  says.  Though  de¬ 
scribed  differently,  the  religious  experience  or 
mystical  state  has  meant  the  ego,  or  individual 
self,,  is  absorbed  into  a  oneness  with  God 
For  Christians  it  has  meant  such  experiences 
as  hearing  the  voice  of  God,  "having  an  angel 
at  the  end  of  our  bed  and  that  sort  of  thing.  ” 

But  psycho-religion,  using  not  only  drugs  and 
machines  but  also  meditation,  says  mystical 
states  can  be  achieved  outside  the  framework 
of  religious  tradition  and  belief  —  they  can  be 
bought  and  sold,  programmed  and  packaged. 

Major  world  religions  have  taught  that  true 


mystical  experiences  are  not  to  be  sought  out. 
but  that  they  happen  to  the  believers  because  of 
his  or  her  faith  and  that  they  come  from  God. 

In  the  world  of  drugs,  electrodes  and 
meditation  to  change  brain  waves,  totally  out¬ 
side  the  structure  and  setting  of  religion,  "peo¬ 
ple  are  playing  around  with  the  mind  like  it’s  a 
toy.  And  the  aim  is  to  seek  and  cultivate  some 
mystical  experience  in  order  to  gain  power 
over  others  It’s  war  games  of  the  mind,"  said 
Dr.  Raschke 

The  Gnostic  "flight  by  mind-magic  into  eter¬ 
nity’  parallels  with  the  modern  theory  "that 
the  purpose  of  religion  is  to  transform  a  person 
into  a  God-man  or  superman.  ” 

The  professor  calls  it  all  "very  disturbing" 
because  “this  new  form  of  occultism  can  be¬ 
come  a  vehicle  for  mass  control  of  population; 
if  it  hasn’t  already.” 


He  cited  the  recent  movie  "Brainstorm  i  the 
last  movie  made  by  Natalie  Wood)  in  which 
scientists  transfer  experiences  from  one  per¬ 
son  to  another  through  technology  "That’s  not 
science  fiction.”  said  Dr.  Raschke. 
“Technology  can  simulate  experiences  in  peo¬ 
ple  against  their  will.  Think  of  that  technology 
in  the  hands  of  a  terrorist  group.  ”  He  said  it  is 
possible  also  to  change  a  person’s  thought  and 
values,  what  he  terms  "a  soft  form  of  totalitar¬ 
ianism."  The  new  way  of  spiritual  quests 
"comes  from  man’s  deep  longing  for  spiritual 
experience”  but  today’s  narcissistic  culture 
tries  to  set  that  "badge”  of  experience  “by 
playing  around  with  religion.  With  no  structure 
or  context  it  can  become  demonic,"  said  Dr. 
Raschke.  He  believes  this  new  Gnosticism  or 
"cynical  privatism"  produces  persons  interes¬ 
ted  only  in  their  own  cosmic  experiences 


Christian -Muslim  relations  eyed; 
UMs  examine  fastest  growing  faith 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  It  was  clearly  an  un¬ 
usual  United  Methodist  meeting  which 
opened  here  recently  with  this  prayer: 

“In  the  name  of  Allah,  the  Beneficent, 
the  Merciful.  Praise  be  to  Allah,  Lord  of 
the  Worlds,  the  Beneficent,  the  Merciful. 
Owner  of  the  Day  of  Judgment,  Thee 
alone  we  worship;  Thee  alone  we  ask  for 
help.  Show  us  the  straight  path,  the  path 
of  those  whom  Thou  hast  favored;  not  the 
path  of  those  who  earn  Thine  anger  nor  of 
those  who  go  astray.” 

The  prayer  was  Muslim,  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  were  the  25  or  so  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  UMC’s  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns.  The  prayer  not  only  opened 
the  commission’s  annual  meeting  in  a 
Catholic  retreat  center  here  but  also 
opened  one  of  several  sessions  spent 
exploring  Christian-Muslim  relations. 

Understanding  is  study  goal 

Commission  General  Secretary  Robert 
Huston  told  the  Reporter  that  the  com¬ 
mission’s  studies  of  other  world  faiths 
are  “rooted  in  the  scriptural  injunction 
not  to  bear  false  witness  against  others.” 
He  said  the  studies,  beginning  with  Chris¬ 
tian- Jewish  relations,  are  part  of  a  1980 
General  Conference  directive  entitled 
“Called  to  be  Neighbors  and  Witnesses.” 

“Our  efforts  related  to  Christian  unity 
are  not  an  end  in  themselves,”  Dr.  Hus¬ 
ton  said,  “but  for  the  sake  of  exploring 
the  oneness  of  humanity  for  which  Jesus 
Christ  died.  Therefore  it  behooves  us  to 
know  not  only  what  our  christological 
roolsiare  but  to  understand  how  God  has 
been  working  in  other  living  faiths.” 

This  concentrated  exploration  of  Islam 
ended  the  next  evening  with  a  visit  to  the 
Islamic  Center  of  Washington,  a  stately, 
ornate,  tightly-guarded  building  not  far 
from  “embassy  row”  in  this  nation’s 
capital. 

There  were  no  pictures,  no  tapestries, 
no  drawings,  no  icons.  Muslims,  the  com¬ 
mission  members  had  been  told,  believe 
that  God  is  God  and  man  is  man  and 
since  God  did  not  take  the  form  of  man  as 
a  revelation  to  humankind,  God  cannot 
be  pictured. 

These  and  other  distinctions  were  ex¬ 
plained  to  officers  and  staff  of  United 
Methodism’s  ecumenical  agency  not  only 


in  the  visit  to  the  mosque  but  also  in  two 
scholarly  lectures  and  in  a  film. 

The  first  lecturer  was  Dr.  Abdulaziz 
Sachedina,  a  Tanzanian-born  Muslim 
fluent  in  nine  languages  and,  since  1976, 
has  been  on  the  faculty  of  the  University 
of  Virginia. 

Dr.  Sachedina  said  the  Islamic  faith  is 
a  system  for  all  of  life  which  makes  no 
distinctions  between  the  religious  and  the 
secular  and  relies  finally  on  the  submis¬ 
sion  of  the  individual  to  the  will  of  God. 

The  one  God  sent  prophets  as  media¬ 
tors  between  God  and  man.  Jesus  was 
among  the  prophets,  and  Muhammed. 
who  died  in  the  seventh  century,  was  the 
last.  A  person  is  not  born  in  sin  but  is  for¬ 
getful  and  needs  to  be  reminded  of  life’s 
ultimate  goals  and  purposes,  determined 
by  the  will  of  God.  At  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  each  person  must  face  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  choices  made  throughout  life. 

Dr.  Sachedina  explained  that  modern- 
day  Islam,  with  almost  as  many  fol¬ 
lowers  as  Christianity,  is  divided  into  two 
“schools”:  Those  who  think  Muhammed 
did  leave  specific  rules  of  succession  and 
those  who  think  he  did  not.  Those  who  fol¬ 
low  the  did  school  are  known  as  Shia  or 
“ideal”  Muslims,  and  they  believe  that 
Sunni  or  “real”  Muslims  have  compro¬ 
mised  Islam.  The  struggle  between  the 
two  schools,  Dr.  Sachedina  said,  is  over 
who  are  Islam’s  real  and  true  leaders 
and  what  is  the  real  Islamic  community? 

Muslims  have  no  clergy  or  priesthood, 
he  explained.  Thus  the  current  leader  of 
Iran,  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini  (a  Shiite 
Muslim)  is  a  scholar,  not  a  clergyman. 

Because  Muslims  acknowledge  Jesus 
as  one  of  the  prophets  of  God,  they  con¬ 
sider  Jews,  Christians  and  some  Zoro- 
astrians  as  “people  of  the  book”  (Bible 
or  parts  of  it)  just  as  Muslims  are  people 
of  their  own  book  (the  Quran). 

Another  scholar  who  spoke  briefly  was 
United  Methodist  Dr.  Marston  Speight, 
assistant  director  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches’  task  force  on  Christian- 
Muslim  relations  and  a  faculty  member 
at  Hartford  (Conn.)  Seminary.  He  said 
Christians  and  Muslims  have  enormous 
common  ground  in  their  prayer  life 
based  on  similar  words  in  their  prayers. 
But  he  said  that  common  prayer  invol¬ 
ving  Christians  and  Muslims  simul¬ 
taneously  is  very  difficult  “because  each 
prays  from  what  he  or  she  believes  is  the 


one  religious  standpoint.  ’  ’ 

Another  member  of  the  task  force  on 
Christian-Muslim  relations,  Dutch-born 
Christian  scholar  Dr.  Wilhelm  A.  Bilje- 
feld,  said  Christians  are  shocked  at  the 
success  of  Islam.  “How  could  God  permit 
this  growth?”  he  said  many  Christians 
ask.  He  said  Islam  increases  by  265  mil¬ 
lion  adherents  every  10  years,  and  he 
predicted  that  by  the  year  2000  A.D.  there 
will  be  as  many  Muslims  as  there  are 
Christians. 

Christians  cannot  agree,  he  said,  on 
how  to  recognize  or  think  of  Islam.  “We 
should  stop  playing  theological  games 
with  God’s  judgment,”  he  advised.  “We 
cannot  know  how  Islam  is  seen  through 
the  eyes  of  God.” 

According  to  some  Muslims,  Dr.  Bilje- 
feld  said,  "We  Christians  are  guilty  of  re¬ 
placing  God  with  many  gods.  And  we  are 
seen  as  playing  God  off  against  Christ.” 
He  said  Muslims  cite  many  Christian 
hymns,  sermons  and  prayers  to  sustain 
their  contention  that  Christians  not  only 
have  two  gods  —  God  and  Jesus  —  “but 
you  have  two  that  disagree  with  one 
another.” 

He  said  the  answer  is  simply  that 
Christians  must  return  to  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  and  its  insistence  that  God  so  loved 
the  world,  God  was  in  him  reconciling, 
that  nothing  can  separate  us  from  the 
love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  .  . 

Islam  not  ‘Arab  religion’ 

Dr.  Biljefeld  cautioned  that  Islam 
must  not  be  misidentified  as  an  Arab  re¬ 
ligion.  Only  one-fifth  of  Islam  is  in  the 
Middle  East,  he  said.  Stronger,  dominant 
Muslim  populations  are  in  Indonesia, 
Bangladesh,  India  and  Pakistan. 

Later,  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  mosque 
before  the  United  Methodist  visitors 
went  to  the  holy  room,  Imam  Dr.  Adil  Al- 
Aseer  explained  the  meaning  of  the 
Islamic  symbol  of  the  five-pointed  star 
and  the  quarter-moon  crescent. 

The  five  points  of  the  star,  he  said, 
stand  for  the  oneness  of  God,  the  oneness 
of  religion,  the  oneness  of  humanity,  the 
oneness  of  life,  and  the  oneness  of  pur¬ 
pose. 

The  crescent,  he  said,  symbolizes  God 
and  how  God  glows  in  every  human 
being.  “If  you  open  yourself  completely 
to  God,  you  will  become  as  a  full  moon.” 


Author  makes  bicentennial  film 


BLOUNTVILLE,  Tenn.  -  Author 
Alex  Haley,  who  traced  his  family 
back  to  Africa  in  the  prize-winning 
“Roots,”  narrates  the  30-minute  film, 
“From  the  Word  Go,”  which  will  help 
American  Methodists  celebrate  their 
bicentennial  in  1984. 

Mr.  Haley,  raised  in  a  Christian 
Methodist  Church  in  Henning,  Tenn., 
recalled  his  childhood  preacher, 
Black  Douglas,  and  a  powerful  ser¬ 
mon  on  love  which  he  credits  with 
helping  him  find  direction  in  life. 

Some  footage  was  shot  recently  out¬ 
side  Acuff’s  Chapel,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  shrine  near  here. 

The  film,  which  will  feature  footage 
from  other  United  Methodist 
locations,  will  be  available  in  16-mm 
color  film  and  videocassette  April  l, 
1984,  for  $200  sale,  $25  rental. 


At  left  Mr.  Haley  is  joined  by  "ex¬ 
tras"  from  Adams  Chapel,  the  United 
Methodist  church  nearest  to  Acuff’s 
Chapel. 

Below  script  writer  Meredith 
Underwood,  doubles  on  the  shot  board 
with  Mr.  Haley. 

I  M  I  to  All:  niODIST  REPORTER 
PHOTOS  BY  DON  SLIDER 


NEW  YORK  ( UMNS)  —  United  Methodists  are  helping  to  fund  a  one-hour 
Christmas  radio  show  featuring  entertainer  Steve  Allen,  left,  and  Helen 
Hayes,  right,  first  lady  of  the  American  theater 

UMNS  PHOTOS 

Funds  back  Christmas  show 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodists  are  helping  to  fund  an 
alternative  Christmas  'radio  show 
featuring  entertainer  Steve  Allen  and 
Helen  Hayes,  first  lady  of  the  American 
theater.  It  is  being  offered  to  Public 
Service  stations  for  use  during 
Christmas  week. 

The  one-hour  program  called  “The 
Christmas  Connection"  contains  four 
vignettes  of  ordinary  people  whose  lives 
are  changed  by  a  call  home  at 
Christmas.  Mr.  Allen,  sitting  at  the  piano 
and  acting  as  an  imaginary  telephone 
interviewer,  elicits  the  stories  of  people 
who  cannot  get  home  but  learn  the  real 
meaning  of  Christmas  is  caring,  sharing 
and  love.  The  Presbyterian  layman  adds 
a  few  of  his  own  recollections  of  holidays 
past. 

Helen  Hayes,  a  Roman  Catholic, 
evokes  the  sights  and  smells  of  her 
childhood  when  “Granddad”  got  down 
“the  big  book”  and  read  the  Christmas 


story  from  Luke. 

The  radio  program  was  produced  by 
Sand  Castles  International,  an 
ecumenical  media  cooperative  that 
includes  most  of  the  mainline  Protestant 
denominations  and  the  Order  of  the 
Divine  Word.  UMCom  contributed  $1,000 
and  the  work  of  Shirley  Whipple  Struchen 
of  the  Public  Media  Division,  who  has 
been  helping  market  the  program. 

While  not  overtly  evangelistic,  "The 
Christmas  Connection”  has  a  Christian 
message,  said  Ms.  Struchen.  “It 
expresses  concern  for  lonely  people  who 
are  hurting.  And  it  says  that  wherever 
you  are,  you  can  share  in  the  loving  spirit 
of  Christmas.” 

Information  about  the  show  went  to 
program  directors  of  8,400  Public  Service 
stations  in  early  November.  United 
Methodists  can  make  sure  their  local 
station  is  planning  to  air  the  program 
and  give  it  publicity  in  church  bulletins 
and  newsletters. 


U.S.  population  up 

UM  membership  dips 

it?f  rt  0h‘°  (,U,MNS)  “  While  the,  Central  Jurisdiction  lost  the  most  during 
Urn  ed  States  populate  was  growing  at  lhe  decade  435  m  fol]owed  .  B 
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an  11.4  percent  rate  during  1970-1980, 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  declining  at  9.8  percent,  a  re¬ 
cent  study  shows. 

While  figures  of  “a  million  members 
lost  in  10  years"  have  been  bandied 
about,  the  study  pinpoints  the  loss  during 


eastern  with  260,498,  South  Central  with 
158,041,  Western  with  130,588  and  South 
eastern  with  94,131.  The  largest  jurisdic¬ 
tion  in  membership  in  1980  was  the  South¬ 
eastern  with  2,927,810  members. 

The  highest  percentage  of  members  to 
total  population  is  Southeastern  with  6. 
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Membership  Change  by  Jurisdiction 
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Total  UMC 
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of  Popu- 

Change 

Change 

Jurisdiction 

1980 

lation 

1970-1980 

1970-1980 

North  Central 

2.158.018 

4.3 

—16.8 

1.942,010 

3.4 

—11.8 

0.9 

South  Central 

1,949,015 

5.7 

—  7.5 

17.9 

Southeastern 

2.927.810 

6.6 

—  3.1 

21.1 

Western 

558,950 

1.3 

—  18.9 

23.8 

TOTAL  U.S. 

9.534.803 

4.2 

—  9.8 

11.4 

The  study,  “United  Methodist 
Churches  and  Membership  by  Jurisdic¬ 
tion:  1980,”  was  prepared  by  the  Rev. 
James  Fogle  Miller,  a  church  research 
specialist  and  now  a  staff  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville. 

The  highest  rate  of  loss  was  in  the  12- 
state  Western  Jurisdiction,  18.9  percent, 
closely  followed  by  the  9-state  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction,  16.8  percent.  The  12- 
state  Northeastern  lost  at  a  rate  of  11.8 
percent,  while  the  two  Southern  units,  the 
8-state  South  Central  and  the  9-state 
Southeastern,  lost  proportionately  the 
least  —  7.5  percent  and  3.1  percent  res¬ 
pectively. 

In  terms  of  gross  numbers,  the  North 

Critic  to  speak 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)  —  A  critic  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  overseas  mission  work 
has  been  invited  to  air  his  views  during 
a  meeting  next  March  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  World  Division. 

Dr.  Gerald  Anderson,  who  recently 
created  a  stir  by  proposing  an  alterna¬ 
tive  United  Methodist  missionary  so¬ 
ciety,  has  agreed  to  speak  at  the  session 
on  theology  and  missions,  said  Peggy 
Billings,  new  chief  executive  of  the  World 
Division. 


are  North  Central,  4.3;  Northeastern,  3.4, 
and  Western,  1.3. 

Southeastern  also  leads  in  the  percent 
age  of  total  United  Methodist  members 
residing  in  the  jurisdiction  with  30.7  per¬ 
cent.  Others  include  North  Central,  22.6; 
Northeastern  and  South  Central  20.4 ;  and 
Western  5.9  percent.  The  distribution  of 
congregations  by  jurisdiction  is  roughly 
similar,  with  Southeastern  leading  with 
33.9  followed  by  Northeastern,  22.1; 
North  Central,  21.7;  South  Central,  17.6, 
and  Western,  4.7. 

Information  used  in  this  study  was  tak¬ 
en  from  "Churches  and  Church  Member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  States  1980,”  published 
by  the  Glenmary  Research  Center.  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  1982. 


(the  word  for todayis) 


ONE  world  •  ONE  people. 
ONE  Church  •  ONE  God  of  us  all. 

Your  support  of  the  Interdenom¬ 
inational  Cooperation  Fund  helps 
to  make  God's  people  ONE.  Send 
your  gift  through  your  church  to 
your  conference  treasurer. 


Church  joins 
alcohol  ad 
ban  petition 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Twenty-four 
public-interest  groups  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  petitioned  the  Federal 
Trade  Commission  to  drastically  curtail 
advertising  of  alcohol. 

The  groups,  organized  by  the  Center 
for  Science  in  the  Public  Interest  here, 
asked  the  FTC  for  a  total  ban  on 
advertising  aimed  at  young  people  and 
“problem"  drinkers.  They  also  asked 
that  remaining  alcohol  advertising 
“either  be  banned  or  be  balanced”  by 
messages  about  health  effects  or 
alternatives. 

“Day  after  day.  millions  of  children 
are  saturated  by  radio  and  television 
advertising  that  completely  ignore  the 
devastating  health  and  social  problems 
alcohol  can  cause,”  Michael  Jacobson, 
Center  for  Science  director,  said  at  a 
news  conference.  "These  children  grow 
up  thinking  that  alcohol  is  a  necessary 
part  of  a  happy,  successful  life.” 

Beverly  Jackson,  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
acknowledged  that  tightening  alcohol 
advertising  would  not  solve  the  nation's 
alcohol  problems.  But,  she  described  this 
action  as  a  "starting  point  for  the 
development  of  a  comprehensive 
national  program  to  reduce  the  level  of 
societal  damage  and  human  suffering 
that  results  from  alcohol  abuse. " 

She  added  that  a  number  of  churches 
were  beginning  to  support  new  anti¬ 
alcohol  initiatives.  Activists  behind  the 
efforts,  including  health  professionals 
and  consumer  advocates,  have 
expressed  disappointment  over  what 
they1  regard  as  the  churches'  low  profile 
in  the  fledgling  movement  for 
government  action  against  alcohol. 


Is  There  Room 
In  Your  Heart 
At  Christmas? 

4  A 


SUSHAMA  is  sending  a  huge  smile  to 
her  future  sponsor,  hoping  that  someone 
will  wont  to  care  for  her  before  the  holi¬ 
days.  WORLDS  CHILDREN.  INC.  enjoys  a 
good  working  relationship  with  the  or¬ 
phanage  in  India  where  Sushama  has 
been  accepted.  WCI  hopes  to  give  her  a 
chance  in  life. 

For  $13  a  month  —  less  than  44 
cents  a  day  —  you  could  sponsor 
Sushama  or  another  needy  child  in  one  of 
several  countries  around  the  world.  Chil¬ 
dren  ore  currently  available  for  spon¬ 
sorship  in  Mexico,  India,  Taiwon  and 
Puerto  Rico.  All  are  fed  with  food  for 
body  and  spirit. 

The  sponsor  receives  these  items  of 
interest:  o  photo  of  the  child,  name, 
oddress.  and  information  on  the  young¬ 
ster's  life.  The  sponsors  enjoy  writing 
"their"  children  as  they  become  better 
acquainted  through  correspondence. 

Contributions  to  WCI  are  tax  deductible. 
Administrative  costs  ore  kept  very  low. 
In  1982  the  WCI  staff  sent  91%  of  all 
funds  received  on  overseas  for  the  chil¬ 
dren.  A  copy  of  the  annual  audit  is 
sent  each  sponsor. 

Won't  you  say.  "Merry  Christmas"  to  a 
child?  Many  are  waiting.  Write  today: 


I  wish  lo  sponsor 
-•d  is  greatest _ 


payment  lor  first  month  | 


Stole  ond  Zip _ 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey.  P.  O.  Box  I 

J  2979.  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880. 
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1984  Bicentennial  of  Methodism 
will  start  Christmas  Eve 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  The  observance 
of  the  1984  Bicentennial  of  Methodism  in 
America  will  be  launched  with  a 
Christmas  Eve  worship  service  on  CBS- 
TV  Dec.  24-25, 1983. 

The  Pan-Methodist  service  will  be 
broadcast  live  on  CBS-TV  from  12 
midnight  to  1  a.m.  EST  (11  p.m.-l2 
midnight  CST.  10-11  p.m.  MST,  9-10  p.m. 
PST).  The  telecast  will  originate  from 
historic  Lovely  Lane  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  successor  to 
the  Lovely  Lane  Meeting  House  where  the 
famous  ‘‘Christmas  Conference”  of  1784 
was  held,  at  which  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  born.  That 
denomination  was  the  common  spiritual 
forebear  of  the  five  Methodist  churches 
that  will  join  in  the  Christmas  Eve 
service  and  that  are  cooperating  in  many 
Bicentennial  observances:  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Free  Methodist  and  United 
Methodist. 

Videotapes  aim  to  clarify 
General  Conference  issues 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  A  first-ever 
series  of  videotapes  on  United 
Methodism’s  quadrennial  General 
Conference  will  be  produced  as  part  of 
the  church’s  Bicentennial  observance  in 
1984  by  three  church-related  media 
outlets. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  and  Good 
News  Television  are  developing  three  60- 
minute  tapes  to  help  individuals  and 
church  groups  understand  better  the 
process  and  setting  of  United 
Methodism’s  governing  body  which  will 
meet  in  Baltimore  May  1-11, 1984. 

For  more  information  on  the  tapes, 
write  or  call  the  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck  at 
the  Publishing  House,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202,  615-749-6334. 

Exploitative  sex,  violence 
studied  by  NCC  panel 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Three  United 
Methodists  are  members  of  a  committee 
formed  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Communication  Commission 
to  study  the  exploitative  sexual  content 
and  gratuitous  violence  in  film  and 
television. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  nine- 
member  committee  Sept.  14,  the  Rev. 
James  M.  Wall,  chairperson,  called  the 
group  ‘‘mainline  churches’  attempt  to 
deal  with  this  very  serious  problem.” 
Mr.  Wall,  a  United  Methodist,  is  editor  of 
The  Christian  Century  magazine.  The 
goal  of  the  committee,  he  said,  will  be  to 
get  the  industry  to  take  seriously  its 
responsibility. 

‘‘We  hope  to  arrive  at  a  strategy  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  gratuitous  violence 
and  exploitative  sex  in  film  and 
television,  especially  in  the  denigration 
of  women  that  comes  with  the  excessive 
meshing  of  sex  and  violence  against 
women  in  the  media,”  he  said. 
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CLASSIFIED  i 

BISHOP  MELVIN  E  WHEATLEY.  JR. 

LECTURE  and  sermon  tapes  available  Three 
lecture  tapes  addressing  the  theme,  "Biblical 
Perspectives  on:  The  Family,  Marriage,  and 
Sexuality."  Cost  —  $10.00  per  set.  Set  of  S  worship 
service  tapes  with  Bishop  Wheatley  preaching.  Cost 
—  $15.00  per  set.  Add  10%  for  postage  and  handling. 
Order  from  Bishop  Wheatley  Workshop,  1621  Thorn¬ 
ton.  Butte.  Montana  59701.  ORDER  NOW!  These 
tapes  are  vital  to  understanding  the  message  of 
God  being  delivered  through  this  compassionate  and 
profound  church  leader. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  ACTIVE.  GROWING 
1.7000  member  church  in  West  Palm  Beach  area  of 
Florida  Unlimited  potential.  Experience  desired 
Contact:  Dr.  Earle  Rabb.  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  9625  N.  Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach  Gardens. 
FL.  33410.  ; 

FROM  THE  HOLY  LAND  EXQUISITE 
HANDCRAFTED  silver-capped  pendant  shaped  like 
authentic  Biblical  bottle.  Contains  consecrated  soil 
gathered  from  Mount  of  Olives  overlooking 
Jerusalem.  Worn  on  a  chain,  this  truly  inspirational 
gift  is  certain  to  be  handed  down  for  generation. 
$14.00  V  Hersten,  Ganot  105,  Israel.  50293. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  JANUARY  1.  1984  - 
FULL-time  director  of  Christian  Education  with 
special  emphasis  on  children's  and  youth  ministries, 
an  evangelical  theological  position  necessary.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  The  Rev.  Charles  Graff.  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church.  3501  Hueco,  El  Paso.  TX 
79903  Phone  (915)  566-1654. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Full-time  Director  of 
Youth  and  Education.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  1025  10th  St..  St.  Cloud,  FL  32769.  near 
Disney  World.  Salary  $14,000,  plus  hospitalization. 
Emphasis  on  Youth.  New  $400,000  Family  Life 
Center.  Write  or  telephone  (305  )  892-3128 

PECANS  FOR.  FUND  RAISING  -  a  ■•natural- 
fund  raiser.  Call  (915  )  948-3312.  Pecan  Producers 
International.  Route  3.  Box  139.  Goldthwaite.  Tx. 
76844 

WOMEN'S  PROGRAM  BOOK:  11  Programs,  8 
devotionals,  potpourri  of  ideas  for  coordinators.  All 
from  evangelical  point  of  view.  64  pages,  8V  X  11*. 
Order  “Let  Your  Light  So  Shine,"  $3.75  each,  from: 
Good  News.  Wilmore,  KY  40390. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL;  A  PORTFOLIO 

of  graphs  and  instructions  for  embroidery  and  other 
projects.  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol.  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend, 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross- 
stitch  projects.  $7.00  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax). 
Nancy  Designs,  11036-R  Trail  West,  Bloomington, 
MN  55437. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  WITH  THE  United 
Methodist  Insigne  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze. 
Custom  sizes  available.  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/8  inch  aluminum.  Mounting 
brackets  included  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne,  P.O.  Box  157  Amberg.  Wis.  54102. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 

ACCUMULATIONS,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 

7  Whooping  Crane.  Rock  port,  Texas  78382. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  MEDIUM-SIZED 

CHURCH,  seeking  part-time  Music  Dir.  Directing 
chancel  choir  coordination  of  music  program. 
Salary  neg.  Mail  resume  to  Music  Committee, 
Mountain  View  United  Methodist  Church.  355  Ponca 
Place,  Boulder,  CO  80303 

ASSISTANT  PROFESSOR  OF  PASTORAL  CARE, 
to  begin  September  1984.  Teaching,  counseling, 
coordination  of  CP  E.,  involvement  in  D.Min 
Program  Earned  doctorate  and  pastoral  experience 
desired.  Women,  minorities  and  the  disabled 
encouraged  to  apply  EO/AA  employer  Application 
deadline.  February  15,  1984  Send  resumes  to: 
Dean's  Office,  Dubuque  Theological  Seminary, 
Dubuque,  Iowa  52001 . 

Healing:  ‘Band-aids’  inadequate  for  task 

Non -medical  factors  compound  women  s  health  care 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  ‘‘A  Woman’s  Health  is 
More  Than  a  Medical  Issue”  was  not  just 
the  name  of  a  United  Methodist  sympos¬ 
ium  here.  It  was  a  message  to  the  denom¬ 
ination  that  “Band-aids”  and  soothing 
words  alone  will  not  heal  staggering 
global  and  domestic  health  care  problems. 

National  and  international  experts  on 
health  conditions  challenged  the  100  par¬ 
ticipants  to  help  change  the  churches’ 
conception  and  approach  to  health  care, 
and  particularly  to  that  of  women. 

“The  task  ahead,”  said  Dr.  Sylvia 
Talbot,  “is  to  help  the  church  broaden  its 
view  of  health  and  healing  with  conse¬ 
quent  enlarging  of  its  ministry,  making  it 
more  relevant.” 

Dr.  Talbot,  moderator  of  the  Christian 
Medical  Commission  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  said,  “our  concern  can  no  longer  be 
limited  to  medicine,  hospitals  and 
clinics,  but  must  extend  to  education,  land 
reform  and  television  programming. 
Women  must  harness  their  numerical 
strength  to  the  task  of  making  good 
health  a  reality.  We  must  believe  we 
have  the  power  to  change  our  situation.” 

But  women’s  health  is  not  only  a  wo¬ 
men’s  issue,  said  Bishop  Ellis  Finger, 
Knoxville,  president  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  program  department 
in  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

“Women’s  health  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  Christian  Church’s  concern  for  total 
health  and  wellness,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

Women’s  health  ignored 

“There  has  been  far  greater  attention 
placed  on  the  male  agenda,”  added  Dr. 
Leigh  Roberts,  a  Madison,  Wis.  psychia¬ 
trist  who  heads  a  health  ministries  com¬ 
mittee  in  the  Health  and  Welfare  depart¬ 
ment.  “This  symposium  should  help  men 
and  women  in  leadership  positions  be 
more  informed  of  health  and  wholeness 
as  a  spiritual  issue  for  the  church.  ” 

“Scripture  directs  the  church  to 
identify  always  with  those  persons  whose 
needs  are  not  being  met,”  said  Cathie 
Lyons,  a  Health  and  Welfare  department 
executive  who  chaired  the  symposium. 
She  explained  that  the  symposium  grew 
out  of  the  church’s  “prophetic,  redemp¬ 
tive  and  healing  ministiy”  and  that  its 
focus  was  on  “those  factors  that  impede 
individuals  and  communities  in  their 
search  for  health  and  wholeness.” 

“There  are  crucial  non-medical  fac¬ 
tors  that  affect  women's  health,”  she  told 
participants.  “There  are  economic  dis¬ 
parities,  as  in  almost  all  nations,  it  is  the 
women  and  their  children  who  are  the 
poorest  of  that  country’s  poor.  ” 

“There  are  educational  disparities,” 
she  continued,  as  “approximately  two 
out  of  every  three  illiterate  people  in  the 
world  are  women.”  She  also  listed  the 
“adverse  effects”  of  environmental  and 
political  situations,  social  customs,  tra¬ 
ditions  and  laws. 

Illustrating  health  problems  in  her 
country,  Sithembiso  Nyoni,  a  rural  de¬ 
velopment  consultant  in  Zimbabwe,  said, 
“there  is  no  need  to  teach  women  to  eat 
well  and  be  clean  when  they  haven’t  the 
money  to  do  it.” 

Rural  women  in  southern  Africa, 
struggling  to  raise  their  family’s  food  on 
poor  soil  with  few  tools  and  no  water  be¬ 
cause  of  drought,  suffer  from  malnu¬ 
trition,  fatigue  and  stress,  she  said.  As  a 
result  they  produce  small,  weak  babies 
prone  to  infection. 

“Women  are  not  the  problem,”  she 


said.  “The  problem  is  the  economic  con¬ 
ditions  that  support  their  poverty." 

For  women  in  India,  biology  controls 
destiny,  said  Shelia  Sundaram,  a  child 
development  consultant  in  that  country. 
“From  birth  the  female  is  at  a  disad¬ 
vantage.  Female  babies  are  often  aban¬ 
doned  and  unwanted  due  to  socio-eco¬ 
nomic  and  cultural  factors  which  deval¬ 
uate  women’s  lives  and  make  them  dis¬ 
pensable,”  she  said.  As  a  result  many 
Indian  women  face  neglect,  unregulated 
reproduction,  multiple  household  and 
agricultural  tasks,  improper  nutrition 
and  inadequate  health  attention. 

The  international  speakers  agreed  that 
American  Christians  can  help  correct 
these  problems  if  they  possess  "the 


political  will”  to  encourage  and  support 
women’s  organizations,  legislation  fav¬ 
orable  toward  women,  and  women’s  edu¬ 
cation  seminars  abroad. 

In  addition  to  international  women’s 
health  concerns,  special  groups  of  wom¬ 
en  in  America  were  highlighted  for 
church  attention. 

Tish  Sommers,  founder  and  president 
of  the  Older  Women’s  League  (OWL), 
listed  loneliness,  fear  of  crime,  nursing 
homes,  divorce  and  alcoholism  as  par¬ 
ticular  dilemmas  for  elderly  women. 
Poverty  tops  the  list  she  explained,  as 
seven  out  of  10  elderly  poor  are  females 
over  65. 

“Women  in  churches  can  stop  this 
script  before  it  goes  any  farther,”  she 


said,  “and  United  Methodist  Women  can 
help  stop  it."  Ms.  Sommers  encouraged 
her  hearers  to  be  advocates  for  three 
older  women  s  issues:  access  to  health  in¬ 
surance  for  divorced  and  widowed 
women,  defense  and  reform  of  the  Social 
Security  system,  and  support  for  family 
members  who  care  for  chronically  ill  per¬ 
sons  at  home. 

Women  in  prison  could  benefit  in 
numerous  ways  from  an  increased  church 
presence,  according  to  Dr.  Nancy  Shaw, 
author  of  several  articles  on  female  pris¬ 
oners  and  their  health.  Dr.  Shaw,  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  community  studies  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California  at  Santa  Cruz,  cited 
the  use  of  experimental  psychotropic 
drugs  in  female  inmates  as  a  major 


GANTA,  Liberia  —  A  mother  attends  to  her  burned  baby  at  the  George  W.  Harley  Medical  Center.  This  hospital  is 
supported  by  United  Methodist  missions.  Third-world  mothers’  limited  access  to  medical  care  was  one  subject  ad¬ 
dressed  at  a  recent  symposium  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Health  and  Welfare  division. 

—BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO 

Seminary  leaders  seek  new  commission 

Future  of  UM  ministry  at  stake 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Deans  and  presidents  of  United 
Methodism’s  13  theological  seminaries 
have  officially  entered  the  long  and 
divided  discussion  about  the  future  of  the 
denomination’s  ministry. 

In  a  statement  issued  Nov.  15,  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools  —  made  up  of  the 
schools’  top  officers  —  called  upon  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  establish  a 
Commission  on  the  Ministry  of  the 
Church. 

The  proposed  commission  would  be 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  “for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  a  general 
review  of  issues  relating  to  the  ministry 
of  the  church,  specifically  the  question  of 
order  of  ministry  and  the  vocation  of  lay 


and  ordained  members.’ 

AUMTS  also  proposed  that  the  com¬ 
mission  should  include  representatives  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  interna tionsJ 
members,  the  theological  schools,  lay¬ 
persons  and  diaconal  and  ordained 
ministers.  The  proposal  also  asks  that  the 
commission  review  all  current  proposals 
concerning  the  reordering  of  ministry 
“with  a  view  toward  possible  implemen¬ 
tation  following  the  1983  General  Con¬ 
ference.” 

The  AUMTS  proposal  is  similar  to  one 
part  of  a  so-called  “minority  report” 
filed  last  month  by  four  members  of  the 
19-person  committee  which  spent  more 
than  three  years,  starting  in  1980, 
studying  United  Methodist  ministry.  The 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  has  adopted  the  committee’s 


majority  report  but  agreed  to  forward 
the  minority  report  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  “for  information.” 

The  four-person  minority  had 
recommended  that  “an  instrumentality” 
be  authorized  for  ongoing  reflection  on 
the  theology  of  the  church  and  to  report 
back  to  each  General  Conference  without 
any  timeline  for  completion  of  the 
reflection.  This  group  would  be  guided, 
suggested  the  minority  report,  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  in  collaboration  with 
theological  school  faculties  and  persons 
from  other  agencies. 

One  person  who  signed  the  Ministry 
Study  Committee’s  minority  report  is  the 
Rev.  Richard  Cain  who,  as  president  of 
Claremont  School  of  Theology  in 
Claremont,  Calif.,  is  also  a  member  of 
AUMTS. 


War  hero  became  first  American-born  bishop 


By  CHARLES  LUDWIG 

Following  the  surrender  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  at  Yorktown  Oct.  19,  1781,  feature 
writers  worked  hard  to  unearth  and  de¬ 
scribe  all  the  interesting  details.  None¬ 
theless,  one  of  the  most  colorful  details 
was  missed  by  everyone. 

That  detail  was  that  among  George 
Washington’s  victorious  men  in  that  bat¬ 
tle  there  was  a  handsome  24-year-old  ad¬ 
jutant  by  the  name  of  William  Mc- 
Kendree. 

No  one  at  that  time  knew  it,  but  a  few 
years  later  that  young  man  was  made  the 
first  American  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Converted  at  an  early  age,  Mr.  McKen- 
dree  soon  became  an  effective  circuit 
rider.  This  career  led  him  to  work  under 
the  jurisdiction, of  James  O’Kelly  from 
1788  to  1792.  It  was  during  this  period  that 
he  almost  wrecked  his  ministry.  Ac¬ 
cepting  O’Kelly’s  opinion  that  Bishop  As- 
bury  was  a  vain,  power-hungry  dictator, 
Mr.  McKendree  joined  up  with  him  when 
he  left  the  M.E.  Church.  Soon  after  this, 
however,  he  met  Bishop  Asbury  in  the 
field. 

“I  think  we  ought  to  ride  together,” 
suggested  the  bishop. 

As  the  two  of  them  rode  the  trails,  the 
bishop  persuaded  him  to  come  back,  and 
assigned  him  to  the  _Norfolk  Circuit. 
From  this  moment  on  William  McKen¬ 
dree  was  a  loyal  Methodist. 

Mr.  McKendree’s  great  moment  came 
when  he  was  asked  to  preach  in  the 


Bishop  McKendree 

was  absolutely  honest.  His  books  were  al¬ 
ways  in  order,  and  he  was  not  afraid  of 
sacrifice.  During  an  entire  year  hehad 
Light  Street  Church  in  Baltimore  the 
Sunday  before  the  General  Conference 
which  was  scheduled  to  open  in  Balti¬ 
more  May  6,  1808.  Like  others,  Bishop 
Asbury  was  amazed  that  Mr.  McKendree 
had  been  given  the  pulpit  on  such  an 
important  occasion. 

The  general  unhappiness  felt  by  the 
saddle-weary  preachers  was  not  because 
of  Mr.  McKendree’s  character.  Every¬ 
one  knew  that  he  was  a  hard  worker  and 


Bicentennial  minute 


By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 

November  24,  1828,  McKendree  College,  Lebanon,  opened 
its  doors  to  its  first  students.  One  of  its  first  two  teach¬ 
ers  was  bishop-to-be  Edward  R.  Ames.  Originally  named 
Lebanon  Seminary,  a  high  school  equivalent,  the  institution 
was  re-named  after  Bishop  William  McKendree  left  the  fledg¬ 
ling  school  its  first  endowment.  Since  its  founding,  McKen¬ 
dree  College  has  been  receiving  and  educating  students  for 
more  than  a  century  and  a  half. 


only  received  $20  and  in  a  low  quarter  he 
had  only  collected  $2.  The  unhappiness 
was  because  the  saddle-weary  men 
longed  for  a  speaker  who  could  fill  them 
with  the  needed  inspiration  to  ride  again. 

Slipping  ino  his  seat,  Bishop  Asbury 
hoped  for  the  best  but  was  quite  prepared 
to  be  disappointed. 

Dr.  Nathan  Bangs  remembered  the  oc¬ 
casion  well.  Years  later,  he  wrote:  “with 
a  red  flannel  shirt  which  showed  a  very 
large  space  between  his  vest  and  his 
small  clothes  (McKendree  appeared) 
more  like  a  backwoodsman  than  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  ...  I  was 
mortified. 

The  bishop  studied  the  large  crowd  that 
overflowed  into  the  balcony  and  silently 
groaned.  What  would  the  visitor  think 
ofthis  poorly  dressed,  uncultured  man? 

By  the  time  Mr.  McKendree  had  stum¬ 
bled  through  his  text,  yawns  had  widened 
and  the  delegates  were  twisting  in  their 
seats.  Things  got  worse  as  he  progressed. 
The  delegates  began  to  look  at  their 
watches,  and  Bishop  Asbury ’s  eyes  were 
on  the  floor. 

And  then  suddenly,  after  Mr.  McKen¬ 
dree  had  described  how  people  shout  at 
political  jubilees,  commemorating  free¬ 
dom,  his  voice  became  like  a  trumpet: 

“How  much  more  cause  has  an  im¬ 
mortal  soul  to  rejoice  and  give  glory  to  God 
for  its  spiritual  deliverance  from  sin ! !  ” 

At  the  moment,  someone  shouted  and 
uplifted  hands  like  lightning  rods  sprang 
up  all  over  the  building.  The  effect  of  this 
on  Mr.  McKendree  was  immediate.  All  at 
once  it  seemed  that  he  was  with  Washing- 

‘Covenant’  promises 
compassion,  solidarity 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  an 
unofficial  fellowship,  has  issued  a 
“Covenant  of  Compassion  and  Solidarity 
with  Homosexual  Persons  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.”  This  covenant  has 
been  endorsed  by  17  delegates  to  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

The  MFSA  also  began  a  200-day  prayer 
vigil  to  show  support  for  homosexual 
persons. 


ton  at  Yorktown  —  and  that  he  was 
directing  the  artillery.  As  he  spoke,  the 
entire  congregation  was  like  clay  in  his 
hands.  Dr.  Bangs  began  to  dab  at  his 
eyes.  And  in  his  account  of  the  occasion, 
he  wrote  that  there  was  “a  halo  of  glory 
around  the  preacher’s  head.” 

After  the  service  was  over,  Bishop 
Asbury  was  heard  to  remark,  “That  ser¬ 
mon  will  make  him  a  bishop!”  Moreover, 
he  was  right,  a  week  later,  May  12,  Wil¬ 
liam  McKendree  was  elected  bishop.  At 
the  time,  he  was  51. 

Charles  Ludwig  is  a  historian  and 
author  living  inTucson,  Ariz. 


Reaching  Students 
in  the  80's  Conference  on 
Campus  Ministry 
Sponsored  by 

Shadyside  Presbyterian  Church 
and  the 

Coalition  for  Christian  Outreach 
February  23  &  24  1984 

For  more  information  write: 
Reaching  Students 
Coalition  for  Christian  Outreach 
6740  Fifth  Ave..  Pittsburgh,  PA  15208 
or  call  Skip  Noftzger  (412)  363-3303 


health  problem. 

Poor  health  often  results  from  the 
“over-starched,  poorly  balanced  prison 
diets,”  compounded  by  the  lack  of  recre¬ 
ational  and  athletic  facilities,  she  con¬ 
tinued.  Forcing  female  inmates  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  routine  vaginal  and  rectal  exams 
is  another  major  concern. 

In  another  problem  area,  Dr.  Beatrice 
Wright  suggested  numerous  ways 
churches  can  help  women  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions. 

“Always  look  for  the  abilities,”  she 
said,  “and  make  environmental  changes 
to  enhance  the  abilities,”  said  the  profes¬ 
sor  of  rehabilitation  psychology  at  the 
University  of  Kansas.  These  women  are 
often  isolated  and  have  low  self-esteem, 
she  said.  Church  members  should  in¬ 
volve  them  in  the  life  of  the  church  and 
the  community.  “Stand  by  mothers  with 
children  who  have  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions.  The  church  can  provide  a  place  of 
rest  for  those  care-givers,"  Dr.  Wright 
tirged. 

The  majority  of  today’s  millions  of. 
refugees  and  immigrants  are  women, 
stated  Doreen  Tilghman,  an  executive 
with  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  Acute  fear  and  malnutrition  are 
the  most  prominent  health  problems,  she 
stated.  Yet  women  also  face  the  extreme 
danger  of  sexual  assault  on  the  way  to 
resettlement. 

Refugee  women’s  needs  told 

Once  she  reaches  the  U.S.  the  refugee 
woman’s  primary  need  is  to  learn 
English,  she  said.  Also,  she  needs  trans¬ 
portation  to  language  lessons  and  child¬ 
care  for  her  children  during  the  lessons, 
Ms.  Tilghman  also  urged  participants  to 
deal  with  “the  causes  of  refugees”  — 
social,  political  and  economic  exploi¬ 
tation  of  the  poor  and  oppressed  in  Third 
World  countries. 

Open  lines  of  communication  between 
adolescent  females  and  older  women  can 
best  reduce  health  problems  of  youth, 
according  to  Davalu  Mudd,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Family  Health  Services  Inc.,  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

“Mothers,  talk  to  your  daughters,”  Dr. 
Mudd  recommended,  explaining  that 
adolescent  drug  use,  pregnancy  and  so¬ 
cially  transmitted  diseases  are  often 
symptoms  of  a  lack  of  clear  expec¬ 
tations.  To  remedy  this,  Dr.  Mudd  sug¬ 
gested  that  mothers  reinterpret  tele¬ 
vision  messages,  provide  a  loving  en¬ 
vironment  in  the  home,  privacy,  firm 
rules  and  supervised  boy-girl  activities 
during  adolescence.  Churches  can  help 
teens  by  providing  peer  ministries  and 
outreach  programs,  she  added. 

Throughout  the  symposium,  partici¬ 
pants  met  in  table  groups  to  discuss  the 
speeches,  contribute  their  own  experi¬ 
ences  and  examine  the  roots  of  wopien’s 
health  problems  in  search  of  solutions. 

According  to  Ms.  Lyons,  the  group’s 
findings  will  be  used  to  help  implement  a 
resolution  on  “Health  for  All  by  Year 
2000”  for  the  1984  General  Conference. 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR, 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  ot 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER  I  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


GLORIETfl 

6ki  Bible.  Conference 

Anytime  December  1 5.  1 983  through 
April 22,  1984  (except  Dec.  24  8  25) 


.  S141  80  per  person 
\(higherDec.  26 — Jon  1) 

\  Includes  4  nighrs'  lodging  or  four 
r  room.  8  meols,  Bible 

3  full  days  skiing  or 
Sonro  Fe  Ski  Bosin,  lift  rickers, 

|  equipmenr  renrol,  ond 

^  insmjctions  if 
|  desired! 

J  Also  o  Goss 
^)Counrry  ski 
1  pockoge  available 
I  Jan. — Mar. 
f  Oursranding  evening 
*  Bible  srudy  provided, 
*or  you  moy  plan  your 
''own.  For  reservorions 
''(SIS  00  per  person  deposit) 
'  or  informonon  on  packages. 

/ conrocr  Gloriero  Baprisr  Conference 
Cenrer.  Box  8.  Gloriero,  NM.  87535 


urc. 


The  General  Commission  on  Communication 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 

is  now  accepting  applications 
POfTl  for  the  executive  position  of 

General  Secretary 

Candidates  must  have  working  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  policies  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  be  experienced  in  communications  media 
and  its  new  technologies,  possess  strong  executive  abilities  to  build  and 
manage  budgets  and  provide  creative  leadership.  For  complete  details  and 
job  description,  write  to  Mr.  George  Koehler,  UMCom  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Gateway  Communications,  Inc.,  Suite  612, 
Executive  Building,  Cherry  Hill,  New  Jersey  08002. 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 
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Monroe  District  Leads  On  Payments  of  Conference  Apportionments 


1983  Eleven-Month  Apportionment  Report 


District 

Apportioned 

1983 

Paid-To-Date 

11/28/83 

Apportionments 

(Percent) 

Monroe 

$  390,190.00 

$  326,079.39 

83.57 

Ruston 

287,406.00 

239,402.83 

83.30 

Alexandria 

275,611.00 

215,225.56 

78.08 

New  Orleans/Houma 

396,743.00 

289,531.71 

72.98 

Shreveport 

591,032.00 

430,407.18 

72.82 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond 

444,305.00 

312,068.11 

70.24 

New  Orleans/Slidell 

400,215.00 

262,410.10 

65.57 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

395,159.00 

250,782.80 

63.46 

Lake  Charles 

376,253.00 

235,845.05 

62.68 

Conference  Totals 

$3,556,964.00 

$2,561,752.73 

72.02 

Cut-Off  Date  for  Conference  Payments  Set 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  has  announced  that  all 
payments  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
should  be  mailed  to  the  Conference 
Office  no  later  than  Tuesday,  January  3, 
1984. 

This  date  is  set  by  Conference  Rules.  A 
report  showing  all  1983  payments  to  date 
was  mailed  to  the  pastor  of  each  church 
'in  the  Conference  at  the  end  of 
November.  Church  treasurers  and 
pastors  need  to  check  the  report  closely 
and  mail  final  payments  as  early  as 
possible  to  complete  the  year  of  1983 
payments. 


Please  use  the  return  remittance  form 
and,  if  needed,  the  Advance  Special  sheet 
in  sending  payments  to  the  Conference. 
All  checks  coming  to  the  Conference  for 
any  cause  should  be  made  payable  to 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
indicate  on  the  remittance  form  the 
amount  to  be  applied  to  each  conference 
item. 

Dr.  Caraway  stated  that  there  has  been 
a  great  improvement  in  sending  in  the 
remittance  forms  properly  marked.  He 
thanked  the  church  treasurers  and 
pastors  for  their  help  in  these  important 
matters. 


Apportionments  Paid  in  Full  By  257  Churches 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Union  United  Methodist  Church 
Lahey  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Seiper  United  Methodist  Church 
Evergreen  United  Methodist  Church 
White’s  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Hollins  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Fellowship  United  Methodist  Church 
Forest  Hill  United  Methodist  Church 
Belah  United  Methodist  Church 
Bayou  Chicot  United  Methodist  Church 
Cheneyville  United  Methodist  Church 
Simmesport  United  Methodist  Church 
Marthaville  United  Methodist  Church 
Beulah  United  Methodist  Church 
Atlanta  United  Methodist  Church’  ^  • 

St.  Maurice  United  Methodist  Church 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church 
Tullos  United  Methodist  Church 
Selma  United  Methodist  Church 
Provencal  United  Methodist  Church 
Weaver  United  Methodist  Church 
Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church 

Urania  United  Methodist  Church 
Eden  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria 

St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria 

David  Haas  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

Nolley  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

Williams  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Wilton  United  Methodist  Church 
College  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Boyce 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND 
DISTRICT 

Independence  United  Methodist  Church 
Lejeune  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
Magnolia  United  Methodist  Church 
Center  United  Methodist  Church 
Darlington  United  Methodist  Church 
Corbin  United  Methodist  Church 
Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church 
Nesom  United  Methodist  Church 
Ethel  United  Methodist  Church 
James  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Livingston  United  Methodist  Church 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Palmetto 

Mt.  Carmel  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Amite  United  Methodist  Church 
Macedonia  United  Methodist  Church 
Andrews  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
Wall  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

Clear  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 
Bluff  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 
Winnbourne  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Jackson  United  Methodist  Church 
Mangum  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Hermon  United  Methodist  Church 
Zachary  United  Methodist  Church 


BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE 
DISTRICT 

Pecan  Island  United  Methodist  Church 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Franklin 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
Indian  Bayou  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church 
Lydia  United  Methodist  Church 
Mallalieu  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
Melville  United  Methodist  Church 
Palmetto  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Roads  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge 

St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church 
Fitzgerald  United  Methodist  Church 
McGowan  United  Methodist  Church 
Kaplan  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette 

Church  of  the  Covenant  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church 

Washington  United  Methodist  Church 
Mallalieu  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
Hartzell  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Franklin 

Godman  United  Methodist  Church 
Green  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Grand  Chenier  United  Methodist 
Church 

Church  Point  United  Methodist  Church 
Maxie  United  Methodist  Church 
Ville  Platte  United  Methodist  Church 
Hopewell  United  Methodist  Church 
Pine  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Iota  United  Methodist  Church 
Fairview  United  Methodist  Church 
Gueydan  United  Methodist  Church 
Hayes  United  Methodist  Church 
Kinder  United  Methodist  Church 
Oberlin  United  Methodist  Church 
Basile  United  Methodist  Church 
Prospect  United  Methodist  Church 
Hornbeck  United  Methodist  Church 
Ebenezer  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Hackberry  United  Methodist  Church 
Welsh  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

Raymond  United  Methodist  Church 
Roanoke  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 
DeRidder 

Holly  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Macedonia  United  Methodist  Church 
Sweetlake  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
DeQuincy 

Frist  United  Methodist  Church, 
DeRidder 

MONROE  DISTRICT 
Baskin  United  Methodist  Church 
Mer  Rouge  United  Methodist  Church 
Grayson  United  Methodist  Church 
Kelly  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Olive  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sicily 
Island 


Adult  Day  Care  Center 
Celebrated  At  Kenner  UM  Church 


Pictured  above  is  a  group  that  is  celebrating  the  First  National  Adult  Day  Care 
Center  Week  at  the  Kenner  United  Methodist  Church.  Seated  in  the  front  row  (left  to 
right)  are  La.  State  Representative  Eddie  D’Gerolamo;  Sister  Anthony 
Barcyzkowski,  the  Executive  Director  of  Associated  Catholic  Charities;  and  Rev. 
Robert  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Kenner  United  Methodist  Church. 


First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Harrisonburg 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe 

Woodlawn  United  Methodist  Church 
Reily  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

Herbert  United  Methodist  Church 
Holly  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  St. 
Joseph 

Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Waterproof 

Washington  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Lawson  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

McGuire  United  Methodist  Church 
Bartholomew  United  Methodist  Church 
NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 
Mt.  Vernon  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  John  United  Methodist  Church 
Boynton  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
Gibson  United  Methodist  Church 
Belle  Chasse  United  Methodist  Church 
Napoleon  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church 

Shaw  Temple  United  Methodist  Church 
Vacherie  United  Methodist  Church 
Luling  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Thibodaux 

Aurora  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
Ross  United  Methodist  Church 
NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
Harry’s  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Waldheim  United  Methodist  Church 
Lutcher  United  Methodist  Church 
Thompson  United  Methodist  Church 
Munholland  United  Methodist  Church 
Spanish  Speaking  Ministry  United 
Methodist  Church 
Talisheek  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Ninde  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Sun  United  Methodist  Church 
Bush  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Ray  United  Methodist  Church 
Fisher  United  Methodist  Church 
Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church 
Mary’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Tammany  United  Methodist  Church 
Second  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ponchatoula 

Laharpe  United  Methodist  Church 
Winan  United  Methodist  Church 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
Felicity  United  Methodist  Church 
Lees  Landing  United  Methodist  Church 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Ansley  United  Methodist  Church 
Crossroads  United  Methodist  Church 
Summerfield  United  Methodist  Church 
Bienville  United  Methodist  Church 
Mill  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 
Strange  United  Methodist  Church 
Choudrant  United  Methodist  Church 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church 
Doyline  United  Methodist  Church 
Sibley  United  Methodist  Church 


Gibsland  United  Methodist  Church 
Oak  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Harmony  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Lisbon  United  Methodist  Church 
Heflin  United  Methodist  Church 
Dodson  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Grand  Bayou  United  Methodist  Church 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
Simsboro  United  Methodist  Church 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church 
Whitehall  United  Methodist  Church 
Eros  United  Methodist  Church 
Arcadia  United  Methodist  Church 
Beech  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Calhoun  United  Methodist  Church 
Douglas  United  Methodist  Church 
Bethlehem  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Antioch  United  Methodist  Church 
Sarepta  United  Methodist  Church 
Antioch  United  Methodist  Church, 
Chathan 

Bernice  United  Methodist  Church 
Indian  Bayou  United  Methodist  Church 
Arizona  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Homer 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church 
Belcher  United  Methodist  Church 
Bradford  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 
Hosston  United  Methodist  Church 
Gilliam  United  Methodist  Church 
Ida  United  Methodist  Church 
Pleasant  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church 

Keatchie  United  Methodist  Church 
Rosa  United  Methodist  Church 
Longstreet  United  Methodist  Church 
Grand  Cane  United  Methodist  Church 
Shady  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Many  United  Methodist  Church 
Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist  Church 
Oil  City  United  Methodist  Church 
Plain  Dealing  United  Methodist  Church 
Pelican  United  Methodist  Church 
Rodessa  United  Methodist  Church 
Converse  United  Methodist  Church 
Noble  United  Methodist  Church 
Keithville  United  Methodist  Church 
Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

Wynn  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
Mooringsport  United  Methodist  Church 
Mitchell  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church, 
Benton 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church 
Round  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Pilgrim’s  Rest  United  Methodist  Church 
McDonald  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 

Lees  ville 

Zwolle  United  Methodist  Church 
Jewella  United  Methodist  Church 
Ellerbe  United  Methodist  Church 
Stonewall  United  Methodist  Church 
Bonchest  United  Methodist  Church 
Log  a  ns  port  United  Methodist  Church 
Haskins  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport 


Lafon  Home  Board  Receives  Grant 


The  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  meeting  in  New  York,  approved 
a  grant  of  $19,000.00  from  the  Harry  R. 
Kendall  Trust  Fund,  to  the  Lafon  Home 
Board  of  Trustees  for  assistance  in 
beginning  operations  in  the  new  facility. 

The  announcement  was  made  by  Dr. 
Charles  P.  Kellogg,  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  Office  of  Minority  Concerns, 


116  year-old  institution,  which  will 
accommodate  104  residents.  The 
completion  date  for  the  project  is 
February  1984.  The  institution  is  located 
at  4021  Cadillac  Street  in  New  Orleans. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


Evanston,  Illinois. 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  is  chairperson  of  the  twenty- 
three  member  board.  Dr.  Walker  is 
giving  leadership  to  the  rebuilding  of  the 


Three  United  Methodists  protest 
“Chastity  Law”  that  gives 
some  denominations  federal 

money,  but  not  others . Page  4 

Here  I  Stand :  Christmas  —  a  time 
to  shatter  traditions . Page  2 


ADVENT 


International  Lesson  Series 


Good  News  For  The  A  fflicted 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Isaiah  61: 1-7 

When  Jesus  gave  his  first  sermon  in 
Nazareth,  he  read  the  opening  lines  of 
this  passage  from  Isaiah.  As  he  used 
these  words  to  describe  his  divine 
calling,  so  did  the  prophet  use  them. 
Timewise,  the  prophet  spoke  to  people 
who  had  just  returned  to  Judah  from  the 
Babylonian  Exile  about  520  B.C. 

Imagine  what  the  people  found  upon 
their  return.  Jerusalem  had  been 
destroyed,  the  Temple  devastated  by  the 
invaders  as  the  population  was 
“relocated”  and  properties 
exappropriated.  When  they  returned, 
much  of  the  urban  areas  were  still 
severely  damaged  and  the  fertile  lands 
still  overgrown.  Those  buildings  and 
fields  which  were  in  good  shape  had  been 
taken  and  used  by  the  invading  army  and 
supporters.  It  was  generally  a  very 
depressing  situation.  The  people  had 
dreamed  of  their  return  to  their  beautiful 
and  productive  land  and  their  glorious 
city.  Now  they  saw  that  many  years  of 
reconstruction  and  deprivation  would 
have  to  take  place  before  restoration 
could  be  complete.  It  was  a  devastating 
situation  for  an  afflicted  people. 

The  prophet  gave  them  good  news. 
Using  phrases  and  thoughts  found 
elsewhere  in  Isaiah,  he  says,  “The  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  because  the 
Lord  has  annointed  me  to  bring  good 
tidings  to  the  afflicted;  he  has  sent  me  to 
bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim 
liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of 
the  prison  to  those  who  are  bound;  to 
proclaim  the  year  of  the  Lord’s  favor  .  .  . 
to  comfort  all  who  mourn  ...  to  grant .  .  . 
to  give  .  .  .  that  he  may  be  glorified  .  . 
(R.S.V.,  as  quoted,  uses  “bring  good 
tidings  ...”  whereas  the  KJV  uses 
“preach  good  tidings.”  “Bringing,”  to 
this  author,  means  considerably  more 
than  the  verbal  “preaching”  of  good 
news  and  includes  a  personal,  active 
involvement  in  satisfying  the  needs  of 
others.) 

This  passage  is  so  full  that  we  could 
spend  many  weeks  of  lesson  digests 
discussing  it.  Since  we  can’t,  it  seems 
advisable  to  discuss  more  thoroughly  a 

Editorial 


small  part  than  to  try  to  gloss  over  the 
whole.  Let  us  merely  state  that  verses  4-7 
specify  the  good  tidings  the  prophet  is 
proclaiming:  cities  will  be  rebuilt,  aliens 
will  serve  the  people  of  Israel,  and  the 
people  of  Israel  will  serve  as  priests  to 
the  nations.  And,  let  us  deal  with  verses 
1-3,  primarily  1. 

There  are  three  basic  elements  in  the 
opening  phrase.  “The  spirit  of  the  Lord 
God  is  upon  me,”  “The  Lord  has 
annointed  me,”  and,  “to  bring  good 
tidings  to  the  afflicted.”  This  is  rather 
typical  of  the  prophetic  profession. 
Prophets  were  called  to  be  God’s 
spokesmen,  to  speak  the  Word  as 
directed  by  God,  and  they  knew  God’s 
presence  in  His  indwelling  Spirit. 
Prophets  were  (are)  fully  focused  on  and 
dedicated  to  God.  They  are  like 
transmitters,  relaying  God’s  Word  to  His 
people.  Forgetting  his  or  her  own 
opinions,  a  prophet  is  inspired  to  do  and 
to  proclaim  the  will  of  God,  even  when 
this  kind  of  action  and  proclamation  is 
unpopular.  A  prophet  is  annointed  by 
God’s  Holy  Spirit,  set  aside  for  special 
witness  and  for  special  purpose,  that 
purpose  being  to  make  God’s  will  known 
in  a  clear  and  emphatic  way. 

If  a  preacher  were  to  announce  from 
the  pulpit  some  Sunday  morning  these 
prophetic  words,  “The  spirit ...  is  upon 
Me  .  .  .  the  Lord  has  annointed  Me  ...  to 
bring  good  tidings  ...  to  bind  up  ...  to 
proclaim  ...  to  comfort  ...”  many 
people  would  say,  “What  an  egotist.” 
But,  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  each 
and  every  one  of  God’s  children,  each 
and  every  one  of  us  is  called  to  be  that 
prophet  who  is  and  does  these  things. 
Truly  all  who  would  follow  Christ  must 
sense  and  accept  this  calling  to  be  His 
hands,  feet,  and  voice.  We  must  humbly 
acknowledge  that,  as  Christians,  we  are 
special  people  called  and  commissioned 
for  a  special  purpose  —  to  bring  good 
tidings  to  the  afflicted.  Only  when  we 
permit  ourselves  to  become  what  we 
already  are,  i.e.,  prophets  for  Christ,  can 
we  know  the  liberty  promised  the 
captives,  the  liberty  which  sets  free  not 
only  the  oppressed  but  also  the 
oppressors.  We  need  to  not  only  proclaim 
the  good  news,  but,  must  also  accept  it 
for  ourselves.  In  it  there  is  hope  and 
promise  for  today  and  for  the  future. 


The  New  Leetionary 


There’s  a  new  lectionary  in  circulation, 
and  it’s  non-sexist  uniqueness  is 
exceeded  only  by  the  total  confusion  and 
misunderstanding  it  has  created.  We 
have  received  many  phone  calls  at  the 
Conference  office  asking  what  we  know 
about  the  new  NCC  (National  Council  of 
Churches)  “bible”  that  “makes  God  a 
woman,”  or  “takes  away  the  maleness  of 
Christ.”  Others  want  to  know  if  we  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  belong  to  the  NCC  and,  if 
so,  how  could  we,  considering  their 
blatant  courses  of  action  such  as  the 
above. 

As  Luke  says,  “Since  others  have 
taken  pen  in  hand,”  I  shall  do  the  same 
and  try  to  help  clarify  the  new 
lectionary’s  place. 

First  of  all,  the  new  non-sexist 
lectionary  has  not  been  approved  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  or  even  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  It  has  been  produced  by  the 
Lectionary  Committee  of  the  Division  of 
Education  and  Ministry  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ. 

Secondly,  it  has  been  offered  to  those 
pastors  and  churches  who  labor  to  keep 
their  scriptures  and  lectionary  as  non¬ 
sexist  as  possible.  However,  acceptance 
and  use  is  strictly  voluntary.  Some  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  may  use  it  although  it  has 
not  been  approved  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  However,  on  the  other  hand, 
some  United  Methodists  use  David  C. 
Cook  literature,  and  that  is  not  approved 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church  either. 
Others  see  it  as  a  “trial  balloon”  or  pilot 
project  to  see  if  further  such  translations 
and  paraphrases  plus  non-textual 
additions  would  be  feasible.  At  present, 
there  is  no  plan  to  print  a  non-sexist 


Bible. 

Thirdly,  those  who  use  the  new 
lectionary  should  be  aware  of  the  fact 
that  at  many  points  it  is  not  an  accurate 
translation.  Actually,  in  some  passages, 
it  is  a  mistranslation,  and  we  should 
recognize  that  fact. 

I  have  been  very  sensitive  through  the 
years  as  an  editor  to  refer  to  “chair” 
or  “chairperson,”  “humankind,”  etc., 
rather  than  the  traditional  words.  I  have 
supported  the  role  of  women  in 
leadership  positions  in  the  church 
without  hesitation.  However,  my  deep 
sense  of  appreciation  for  Christ  as  the 
divine  Saviour  of  us  all  is  offended  when  I 
see  him  referred  to  as  “The  Human  One” 
or  “The  Child.”  I  accept  the  humanity 
and  divinity  of  Jesus  the  Christ!  There¬ 
fore,  I  feel  that  the  new  lectionary,  in  its 
non-sexist  inclusiveness,  does  great 
damage  to  our  Lord’s  divine  nature. 
Further,  some  of  the  references  to  the  Son 
of  Man  become  “the  Human  One,”  when 
they  are  not  referring  to  only  the  human¬ 
ity  of  Jesus,  but  as  a  messianic  deliverer. 

So,  let  the  air  be  cleared.  We  United 
Methodists  basically  use  the  COCU 
ecumenical  lectionary.  As  our  Lectionary 
TV  series  has  so  dramatically  shown,  we 
are  close  to  all  the  larger  congregations 
of  Christ  who  use  it,  including  our  Roman 
Catholic  friends.  There  is  little  likelihood 
that  the  new  non-sexist  lectionary  will 
ever  replace  this. 

Some  of  you  with  greater  wisdom  than 
I  may  choose  to  write  letters  to  the  editor 
on  this  one  —  from  both  sides.  I 
wholeheartedly  encourage  this  and  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

—  E.F. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
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Campaign  to  curb  false  liquor  ads 
should  be  commended,  supported 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Hats  off  to  a  coalition  of  25  public  in¬ 
terest  groups  which  recently  petitioned 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission  to 
ban  alcohol  advertising  aimed  at 
young  people  (see  UMR,  Dec.  2).  The 
coalition  is  headed  by  the  Center  for  Sci¬ 
ence  in  the  Public  Interest  and  includes 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  Its  petition  also  re- 
quests  that  other  liquor  advertising 
‘“either  be  banned  or  be  balanced”  by  a 
notice  warning  of  the  hazards  of  alcohol 
abuse. 

Sponsors  of  the  petition  concede  that 
tightening  alcohol  advertising  will  not  to¬ 
tally  solve  alcohol-related  problems  in 
the  U.S.  But,  as  Beverly  Jackson,  a 
Church  and  Society  executive,  stated,  the 
petition  now  before  the  FTC  is  at  least'a 
“starting  point”  for  more  comprehen¬ 
sive  efforts  to  reduce  alcohol  abuse. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  powerful  li¬ 
quor  lobby  immediately  challenged  the 
need  for  government  intervention  in  its 
advertising  practices.  Alcohol  industry 
officials  dispute  contentions  that  beer, 
wine  and  liquor  ads  contribute  to  alcohol- 
related  problems.  Such  charges,  they 
maintain,  are  “like  blaming  automobile 
ads  for  highway  accidents." 

While  predictable,  this  response  is  an 
'indefensible  rationalization  akin  to  the 
tobacco  industry’s  continued  denial  of  the 
health  hazards  associated  with  smoking. 
It  is  not  likely  that  the  liquor  industry 
would  spend  more  than  $1  billion  annually 
;« to  advertise  its  products  unless  doing  so 
.successfully  enticed  people  to  consume 
lalcohol  —  an  addictive  drug  —  and,  pre¬ 
ferably,  to  “have  more  than  one.” 

Without  warnings  and/or  restrictions 
.  like  those  being  advocated  by  Church 
and  Society  and  others,  alcohol  ads  false- 
*ly  suggest  that  drinking  is  harmless,  if 
‘not  socially  beneficial.  A  recent  Harris 
poll  showing  that  40  percent  of  all  U.S. 
'households  have  an  alcohol-related  prob¬ 
lem  belies  any  such  suggestion. 

-  We  believe  that  the  proposed  restric- 
i  tions  on  liquor  advertising  are  long  over- 
'due.  Despite  alcohol’s  known  dangers, 

■Letters  to  the  Editor 


youth-oriented  advertisements  routinely 
appear  in  college  newspapers,  maga¬ 
zines,  television  commercials  and  bill¬ 
boards  across  the  U.S  It  is  ludicrous  for 
the  liquor  industry  to  deny  using  Madison 
Avenue  techniques  to  convince  young 
people  to  use  its  products  without  thought 
for  the  consequences. 

Tragically,  the  message  of  such  adver¬ 
tising  —  that  alcohol  is  a  necessary  in¬ 
gredient  of  the  “good  life”  —  is  not  only 
false,  but  it  camouflages  the  enormous 
human  suffering  which  can  be  directly 
and  irrefutably  traced  to  alcohol  con¬ 
sumption.  Such  cruel  distortion  of  the 
truth  should  be  repugnant  to  all  Chris¬ 
tians,  including  those  who  choose  to 
drink  in  ways  they  deem  responsible. 

We  commend  the  leaders  of  our 
church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  for  the  decision  to  become  in¬ 
volved  in  efforts  to  curtail  alcohol  adver¬ 
tising.  This  reverses  a  pattern  of  serious 
neglect  during  recent  years  in  confront¬ 
ing  one  of  our  society’s  chief  menaces. 
United  Methodists  —  both  as  individuals 
and  as  congregations  —  should  support 
these  efforts  by  adding  our  voices  to 
those  being  raised  against  dishonest  ad¬ 
vertising,  especially  that  aimed  at  young 
people. 

We  urge  concerned  persons  to  write  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  expressing 
support  for  the  petition  to  restrict  such 
advertising.  It  might  be  wise  to  send 
copies  of  such  correspondence  to  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  to  your  representatives  in 
Congress.  The  former  would  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  know  of  your  support  for  this  ef¬ 
fort.  If  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
should  for  any  reason  fail  to  act  positive¬ 
ly  on  this  petition,  the  next  recourse 
would  be  Congressional  legislation. 

Addresses  for  the  cited  agencies  are: 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  100  Maryland 
Avenue  NE,  Washington,  D.C.  20002  and 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  6th 
Street  and  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  NW, 
Washington,  D.C.  20580. 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  9,  1983 


Re-thinking  Christmas  traditions 
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By  MARY  McWILLlAMS  JOHNSON 
As  we  plunge  headlong  into  the 
“Christmas  Season,”  we  hear  everything 
related  to  the  event  glibly  described  as 
“Christmas-this”  or  “Christmas-that,” 
uniting  the  name  of  Christ  to  everything 
from  “Christmas  cookies”  to  Christmas 
cocktails,”  —  even  to  “Christmas  hang¬ 
overs”  and  "Christms  debts.” 

Even  though  we  sometimes  find  our¬ 
selves  thinking,  “I’ll  be  glad  when 
Christmas  is  over,”  we  keep  on  with  our 
“traditional”  doings  just  because  “it 
wouldn’t  be  Christmas  without ...” 

Let’s  face  it,  there’s  only  one  thing  it 
wouldn’t  be  Christmas  without,  and 
that’s  the  Christ!  If  we  confined  our 
Christmas  celebration  to  those  things 


My  Witness 

The  cross  ought  to  be  a 
‘door’  to  God’s  promises 


By  DANIEL  D.  FREEMAN 

One  day  while  standing  in  church  sing¬ 
ing  the  beautiful  hymn  “How  Great 
Thou  Art,”  —  a  song  that  says  it  all  to  me 
—  I  looked  up  and  saw  the  gold  lighted 
cross.  At  first,  it  was  just  a  piece  of  metal 
and  glass  with  a  light  that  we  use  as  a 
symbol  to  remind  us  of  our  Saviour. 

All  of  a  sudden  this  piece  of  metal  and 
glass  became  a  door  and  I  could  see  right 
through  into  another  world  or  perhaps 
into  two  other  worlds.  I  could  look  back 
thousands  of  years  and  see  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  God’s  children  in  Egypt,  their 
flight  in  the  wilderness  and  events  all  the 
way  up  to  the  birth  and  death  of  our 
Saviour. 

As  each  panoramic  view  went  across 
my  mind,  I  felt  as  if  I  were  one  of  the 
persons  in  each  scene.  Sometimes  it  was 
difficult  to  determine  if  I  were  a  by¬ 
stander,  just  looking  on  (as  so  many  of  us 
are  today),  or  an  active  participant. 

The  song  was  just  over  when  the  final 
scene  came  past  the  door  and,  like  the 


children  of  Israel,  I  saw  a  vision  of  the 
promised  land  as  depicted  by  John. 

You  may  ask  how  all  of  this  can  come 
about  in  such  a  short  time.  If  you  look 
through  the  cross  as  a  door  to  God’s  love 
and  salvation,  you  will  be  able  to  feel  and 
see  all  of  the  things  which  the  cross 
really  stands  for:  everlasting  life  and 
the  promises  of  God  —  and  not  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  death. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Daniel  D. 
Freeman,  is  a  member  of  Waynesville 
UMC  in  Waynesville,  Illinois  (Northern 
Illinois  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to:  "My 
Witness,"  The  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  TX  75222. 


that  renew  the  Christ-spirit  in  us  and  in 
others,  Christmas  wouldn’t  now  be  the 
peak  suicide  season  nor  would  it  be  a  tra¬ 
ditional  period  of  unbridled  revelry, 
overindulgence  and  overspending !  When 
we  consider  that  the  chief  beneficiaries 
of  this  baneful  bash  are  the  crass  com¬ 
mercial  interests  and  the  liquor  industry 
(most  of  whom  aren’t  even  pretend-Chris- 
tians),  I  think  you’ll  agree  that  it’s  high 
time  some  of  our  “traditions"  got 
second-thoughts. 

Matter  of  fact,  I  find  that  thinking 
Christians  of  all  denominations  are  look¬ 
ing  for  ways  to  divert  dollars  and  doings 
to  ways  of  celebrating  Christmas  that 
will  enrich  their  lives  and  the  lives  of 
others.  After  all,  traditions  have  to  start 
somewhere,  and  each  family  can  estab¬ 
lish  its  own  traditions.  Are  we  doing  a 
thing  because  it’s  right  for  us  or  because 
others  around  us  are  doing  it? 

Throughout  history  the  people  of  God 
have  found  themselves  in  a  social  atmos¬ 
phere  where  they  were  tempted  to  follow 
the  corrupting  practices  of  the  prevailing 
culture.  And  often  the  Lord  had  to  com¬ 
mand  them  to  “come  out  from  among 
them  and  be  ye  separate”  (2  Cor.  6:17). 

“But,”  I  hear  you  saying,  “we  can’t 
disappoint  the  kick.”  Of  course  not.  But, 
let’s  remember  that  it’s  not  your  kids’ 
birthday  —  it’s  His!  And  don’t  let  the  kids 
forget  it,  either.  Which  would  Christ 
Jesus  approve:  (a)  surfeiting  our  chil¬ 
dren  with  extravagant  gifts  that  may  be 
financially  harmful  to  us  and  only  foster 
greed  and  materialistic  values  in  the 
young  ones?  or  (b)  giving  them  whatever 
gifts  we  can  comfortably  afford,  plus 
teaching  the  children  what  they  can  give 
to  and  do  for  others? 

Where  does  Santa  Claus  fit  into  all 
this?  Well,  as  lovable  as  that  jolly  old 
gentleman  is  and  as  entrenched  as  he  is 
in  the  current  Christmas  culture,  I’m 
afraid  that  an  honest  appraisal  of  the 
situation  would  tell  you  that  he  looms  lar¬ 
ger  than  Jesus  Himself  in  the  Christmas 
scenario  and  virtually  reduces  Christ  Jesus 
to  the  role  of  a  well-loved  bit  player. 

For  myself,  I  never  taught  my  daugh¬ 
ter  to  believe  that  Santa  was  real  or  any- 
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TTo  the  Editor 
!  Your  headline  story  dealing  with  the 
IGrenada  rescue  mission  demonstrates 
lonce  more  the  widening  gulf  separating 
'.the  untold  numbers  of  lifelong  Method- 
lists  such  as  myself  and  the  alleged  ‘ ‘lead¬ 
ership"  of  the  church  (UMR,  Nov.  4). 
.The  knee-jerk  reaction  of  both  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  World  Council  of  Churches 
was,  sad  to  say,  wholly  predictable. 

It  becomes  increasingly  clear  that 
these  Solomons  of  ethics  and  morals 
have  reduced  all  questions  of  right-and 
wrong  in  international  relations  to  the 
‘childish  simplicity  of  one  overwhelming 
’  test:  If  a  given  action  serves  to  advance 
communistic  and  leftist  causes  in  gen¬ 
eral,  it  is  good;  if  an  action  in  any  way 
thwarts  or  impedes  or  counters  such 
causes,  it  is  evil. 

Barring  tunnel  vision  or  some  other 
blinding  impediment,  even  the  WCC’s  Dr. 

'  Potter  should  be  able  to  see  the  irony  in 
his  “message  of  protest.”  He  says  the 
people  of  Grenada  should  be  free  “to  es¬ 
tablish  a  government  of  their  own 
choice.”  That,  of  course,  is  precisely  why 
t  the  U.S.  felt  impelled  to  intervene.  Their 
chosen  leader  and  many  of  his  cabinet 
had  been  murdered.  The  ruling  junta  had 
no  legitimacy  whatever.  Discovery  of 
arms  caches  and  secret  agreements  with 
foreign  governments  should  convince 
any  fair-minded  person  that  the  fiction 
of  “free  choice”  by  the  ordinary  citizens 
of  Grenada  was  a  farce. 

Our  government  —  and  Grenada’s 
neighbors  —  knew  what  was  going  on 
'there:  the  establishment  of  a  power  base 
in  the  cause  of  advancing  anarchy  and 


1 


lauiKiiaif 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor -General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III;  Business:  William  C. 
Strickland,  Circulation  Director;  Ken 
Thornton,  Comptroller.  Conference 
Editions:  Donald  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  John  Lehman, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  Sharon 
Mielke,  Managing  Editor;  Dan  Louis, 
Roy  Beck,  John  Lovelace  and  Stephen 
Swecker,  Associate  Editors;  Sheron 
Covington  and  Susan  Milliken,  Staff 
Writers;  Production:  George  Wilhelm, 
Manager;  Kathy  Hemedinger,  Com 
position/journals  Manager;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing  and  Mailing 
Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of  Texas 
and  New'  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas. 
Texas  75222,  as  a  continuaUon  of  the  135-year  pub¬ 
lishing  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  maintains  no  official  relationship  to 
the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  any  of 
the  denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but 
does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  views  held  by  United  Method¬ 
ism's  membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  are 
not  necessarily  those  or  the  publisher  or  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  let¬ 
ters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter 
reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  be¬ 
fore  acceptance,  but  not  editorially  endorsed. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214  )  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes.) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $12.00  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition;  rates  for  subscriptions  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  na¬ 
tional  edition  subscriptions  available  upon  request 
Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas,  Texas  POST 
MASTER:  Please  send  address  changes  to  P.O  Box 
221076.  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


communism  throughout  the  Caribbean, 
and  a  transshipment  point  for  arms  to 
Central  America. 

Fortunately,  this  deadly  little  plot  was 
discovered  and  stopped;  unfortunately,  a 
few  lives  were  lost  in  the  process.  But  our 
citizens  were  rescued,  Grenadians  were 
given  back  their  right  of  free  choice, 
Cuba’s  major  export  —  chaos  and  revolu¬ 
tion  —  was  for  once  stymied.  All  this 
must  be  very  discouraging  to  the  NCC 
and  WCC.  To  most  United  Methodists, 
however,  it  is  cause  for  rejoicing.  The 
“good  guys”  don’t  always  finish  last. 

Ray  Mizer 

Greencastle,  Indiana 

UMC  doesn’t  need 
a  new  hymnal 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Church  does  not 
need  a  new  hymnal  (see  UMR,  Oct.  28). 
Why? 

(1)  The  present  book  contains  the 
carefully  selected  riches  of  all  the 
Christian  hymnic  ages.  The  pity  is  that 
most  congregations  never  use  more  than 
30  or  40  “familiar”  hymns. 

(2)  Not  half  a  dozen  new  hymns  worthy 
to  be  put  into  this  present  majestic 
collection  have  been  written  in  the  last 
20  years.  Try  to  name  one. 

(3)  The  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
church  had  representatives  on  the 
Methodist  Commission  before  the  1968 
union,  and  saw  to  it  that  if  any  of  their 
familiar  hymns  were  left  out  —  none 
really  were  —  these  should  be  put  in. 

(4)  A  costly  commission  will  have  to  be 
created  and  underwritten  to  sift  over  the 
present  collection  for  four  years.  If  a  new 
hymnal  is  produced  it  will  have  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  local  churches.  Of  course  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  will 
be  delighted  to  print  a  book  which  will 
call  for  a  two  million  print  order  as  a 
starter !  But  the  local  churches  will  have 
to  pay  for  these  on  top  of  their  other  ex¬ 
penses. 

A  new  hymnal  just  isn’t  needed. 

Nolan  B.  Harmon 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

Change  persons, 
not  the  Scriptures 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  “new  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  lectionary,”  I  would  like  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  anyone  (hims  or  hers)  who  is 
uncomfortable  with  the  Bible’s  language 
needs  to  change  themselves,  not  the 
Word  of  God  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21  and  28). 

If  you  fit  into  any  category  listed  in 
I  Cor.  6:9-10,  you  need  to  let  God  change 
you.  Also  read  Rev.  22:19. 

Frances  TeCulver 
Jamestown,  New  York 

A  ‘lesson’ 

for  church  leaders 

A  few  years  ago  many  United  Method¬ 
ists  raised  voices  of  protest  over  the  sup¬ 
port  by  some  United  Methodist  agencies 
for  the  socialist  government  of 
Zimbabwean  Prime  Minister  Robert 
Mugabe  (see  Reporter,  Nov.  11). 

Now  that  our  Bishop  Abel  T. 
Muzorewa,  former  supporter  and  friend 
of  Mr.  Mugabe,  has  been  arrested  by  the 
Zimbabwean  government,  it  appears 
that  those  objections  were  indeed  justi¬ 
fied. 

Apparently  Bishop  Muzorewa  has  also 
seen  the  light,  for  he  stated  at  a  news  con¬ 
ference  that  Mr.  Mugabe’s  socialist  gov¬ 
ernment  was  more  oppressive  than  the 
white  minority  rule  of  former  Rhodesian 


Prime  Minister  Ian  Smith. 

The  lesson  for  our  bishops  and  other 
leaders  is  to  pay  more  attention  to  the 
opinion  of  the  mainstream  of  the  denom¬ 
ination,  which  is  currently  speaking  out 
against  homosexuality  and  the  silly  at¬ 
tempts  to  neuter  the  language  of  the 
Bible.  Howard  Hill 

Arnold,  Pennsylvania 
Education  issue  not 
addressed  by  C  &  S  Board. 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter’s  Oct.  28  summary  re¬ 
port  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  proposals  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  does  not  include  any  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  plight  and  problems  of  our 
public  schools  as  set  out  in  recent  na¬ 
tional  studies. 

I  hope  this  was  an  editorial  omission.  If 
the  omission  is  by  the  board,  it  is  totally 
regrettable. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  a  na¬ 
tional  board  could  be  so  unaware  of  the 
recent  studies  of  public  schools  as  to  omit 
a  concern  for  them  when  the  agency 
selects  and  addresses  social  issues. 

There  is  a  repeated  impression  that  a 
gap  exists  between  where  we  are  in  the 
secular,  everyday  world  and  where  our 
church  bureaucrats  perform  and  plan.  I 
hope  this  is  not  the  situation  in  relation  to 
the  public  schools,  which  is  one  place  we 
are  in  “the  race  between  education  and 
catastrophe.  ’  ’ 

Perhaps  the  Church  and  Society  gen¬ 
eral  board’s  resources  would  be  more 
productively  directed  toward  the  educa¬ 
tional  systems  and  their  needs,  rather 
than  used  to  support  the  quasi-political 
King  march. 

Ernest  Shepherd 

Bolton,  Connecticut 

Not  all  ‘critical 
persons’  uninformed 

To  the  Editor: 

John  E.  Stum  bo  expresses  surprise 
that  questions  and  doubts  should  be 
voiced  at  the  election  of  Ms.  Peggy  Bil¬ 
lings  as  Deputy  General  Secretary  for 
the  World  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  (see  UMR,  Nov.  11). 
He  cites  his  own  hoped-for  commitment 
as  being  “larger  and  stronger  than  for  it' 
to  hang  in  the  balance  with  the  election  of 
one  staff  person.” 

Yet  he  then  proceeds  to  make  the  case 
for  her  election  as  though  she  may  have 
been  the  only  person  able  to  fill  the  posi¬ 
tion!  While  it  is  true  that  Ms.  Billings’ 
role  in  social  concerns  with  the  Women’s 
Division  “has  placed  her  in  the  forefront 
of  calling  the  church  and  its  constituency 
to  account  for  social  justice  and  human 
welfare”  and  therefore  in  the  line  of  “the 
prophets  of  the  Bible,”  that  may  not  add 
up  to  all  the  qualifications  which  are  de¬ 
sirable  in  a  time  like  this. 

Not  all  of  the  so-called  “critical  per¬ 
sons”  are  grossly  uninformed,  as  Mr. 
Stumbo  implies.  This  one  happens  to 
have  been  a  missionary  of  the  World 
Division  for  18  years  and  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  organization  for  nearly  three. 
It  certainly  is  not  a  time  for  retreat,  but  it 
clearly  is  a  time  for  healing  and  for  co¬ 
operation  over  a  wide  spectrum  of  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  world  mission  of  the 
church.  It  may  not  be  the  best  recom¬ 
mendation  in  such  times  to  have  had  19 
years  of  tenure  at  475  Riverside  Drive. 

We  all  should  join  in  prayer  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  World  Division  and  that  we 
are  all  called  upon  to  do. 

Robert  F.  Lundy 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 


thing  more  than  a  fairy-tale  character 
who  was  carrying  on  a  fun  game  of 
"Let’s  Pretend”  to  enliven  the  holiday 
season.  I  was  afraid  that  a  hoax  would 
backfire  later  when  I  shot  down  Santa 
Claus  (along  with  the  Easter  Bunny). 
What’s  to  keep  the  kids  from  assuming 
that  maybe  Christ  Jesus  is  just  another 
of  your  hoaxes? 

Many  Christian  families  are  down¬ 
playing  or  even  omitting  such  things  as 
expensive  decorations  and  a  ritualized 
gift-giving  ceremony.  Our  family  got  up 
the  courage  to  omit  the  tree,  decorations 
and  ceremony  a  few  years  ago,  though 
we  casually  exchanged  token  gifts.  What 
a  relief!  It  gave  us  far  more  money  to 
spend  on  benevolences  for  the  truly 
needy  —  as  well  as  time  to  do  loving 
things  for  the  family  and  for  others. 
Looking  back,  I  think  the  best  gift  I  re¬ 
ceived  that  year  was  a  garage-cleaning 
by  my  dear  sister! 

Happily,  I  see  a  heart-warming  trend 
toward  giving  the  super-loving  gifts  that 
cost  little  or  nothing.  How  about  hand¬ 
crafted  gifts  or  potted  plants?  Baked 
goodies  or  singing  carols  at  institutions 
for  the  elderly  or  orphans?  Sharing 
Christmas  dinner  with  a  lonely  person? 
Taking  a  lonely  person  (and  your  family) 
to  a  “Christmas  Sing”  at  your  church? 

I’m  hearing,  too,  of  really  solid  Chris¬ 
tians  who  gleefully  trash  all  traditions  to 
establish  their  own.  There  are  groups 
who  annually  get  together  at  Christmas 
to  undertake  a  democratically-chosen 
project,  such  as  cleaning  up  a  blighted 
neighborhood  or  repairing  the  broken- 
down  home  of  an  elderly  or  disabled  per¬ 
son.  Surely,  all  of  us  have  God-given  abili¬ 
ties  to  do  something  to  bring  Christly  love 
to  others  of  God’s  children  (young  or  old). 

If  we  wait  for  our  pastors  to  take  the 
lead,  we  may  wait  a  long  time.  They’re 
afraid  of  rocking  the  boat  of  tradition  and 
being  tossed  overboard  by  their  congre¬ 
gations.  But  Christ  Jesus  came  to  tear 
down  “the  traditions  of  the  elders.” 
Through  His  suffering  and  example  we 
are  made  free  —  free  to  follow  Him  as  our 
own  conscience  dictates.  You  may  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  that  your  own  family  and 
others  are  waiting  for  you  to  take  the  lead 
in  a  tradition-shattering  undertaking. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Mary  Mc¬ 
Williams  Johnson,  is  a  church  member 
living  in  Garland,  Texas. 


Singles  ministry  urged 

To  the  Editor: 

How  long,  how  long,  how  long?  When 
are  we  going  to  realize  that  much  of  our 
church’s  membership  loss  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  28)  is  related  to  the  tremendous  rise 
in  the  single  adult  population  since  1960? 
The  singles  population  (single,  widowed, 
divorced  and  separated)  has  risen  dra¬ 
matically  during  the  same  two  decades 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  ex¬ 
perienced  its  loss.  Yet,  the  church  appar¬ 
ently  has  failed  to  see  the  connection. 

Single  adults  may  soon  make  up  one- 
half  the  adult  population.  How  long  is  the 
UMC  going  to  ignore  that  fact?  Two 
years  ago  the  Baptist  Church  developed 
a  monthly  magazine  for  singles,  begin¬ 
ning  with  40,000  copies.  Today,  their  cir¬ 
culation  is  over  400,000.  Yet,  when  United 
Methodist  singles  talk  to  our  own  Na¬ 
tional  Board  of  Discipleship  about  such  a 
venture,  they  are  told,  “We’re  not  sure 
there  is  a  need.” 

While  there  are  many  singles  still  in¬ 
volved  within  every  congregation,  many 
others  have  disappeared  because  the 
church  seemed  to  care  only  for  couples 
and  families.  At  church,  singles  have 
faced  all  kinds  of  pressure  to  be  married 
in  order  to  belong  and  “fit  in.”  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  many  simply  give  up,  go 
elsewhere,  or  stay  away  completely? 

We  need  to  recognize  the  needs  of  sin¬ 
gles  of  all  ages  and  circumstances  now. 
To  delay  will  only  ensure  continued  loss¬ 
es.  Sure,  single  adults  are  people  just 
like  married  adults.  BUT,  They  have  spe¬ 
cial,  distinctive  needs.  The  time  for  sin¬ 
gles  ministry  has  come  and  United 
Methodism  dares  not  ignore  it. 

Dick  Dunn 

Roswell,  Georgia 

Evangelists  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  my  personal  experience  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  must  learn  to 
better  understand  and  appreciate  the 
Christian  witness  of  evangelists.  Only 
through  such  Christian  witness  can  each 
United  Methodist  congregation  truly 
appreciate  the  concept  that  its  church  is 
not  a  hall  for  saints,  but  a  hospital  for 
sinners. 

Recently,  a  church  near  my  home 
sponsored  a  four-day  evangelism  pro¬ 
gram.  Praise  was  scant  for  the  six  young 
adults  who  so  freely  and  enthusiastically 
shared  their  Christian  witness.  Much 
more  common  were  complaints  from 
members  of  the  congregation  concerning 
the  length  of  the  evangelism  services, 
the  volume  of  the  gospel  music  being 
played,  and  the  fact  that  percussion  and 
stringed  instruments  were  being  played 
in  the  church.  It  was  unfortunate  that  a 
church  committee  meeting  was  con¬ 


ducted  elsewhere  in  the  church  during 
one  of  these  evangelism  programs.  No 
mention  of  these  evangelism  programs 
was  made  during  the  next  regular  Sun¬ 
day  morning  church  service. 

The  first  epistle  of  Paul  to  the 
Corinthians  1:31  declares,  “Let  him  who 
boasts,  boast  in  the  Lord”  (New  Amer¬ 
ican  Standard  Bible).  How  can  any 
United  Methodist  congregation  truly  ex¬ 
perience  spiritual  growth  without  allow¬ 
ing  evangelical  individuals  and  groups 
to  enter  into  minds  and  hearts  with  the 
message  of  personal  Christian  witness? 
Linn  Lorn  is 
Newcomers  town,  Ohio 


Cherokee  Christmas 

By  RAVEN  HAIL 
The  Old  Ones  say,  that  long  ago 
One  dark  and  frosty  night 
The  singers  chanted  songs  around 
The  campfire’s  fading  light; 

When  in  the  east  a  star  appeared 
And  even  mighty  hunters  feared 
The  strange,  unearthly  sight. 

The  old  Beloved  Woman  said, 

“This  message  I  divine: 

A  mighty  Hunter  Chief  is  born 
And  this  shall  be  the  sign. 

Four  chosen  hunters,  brace  and  bold 
Must  take  the  gifts  of  ginseng,  gold, 
Sweet  calamus  and  pine.” 

For  seven  days  and  seven  nights 
The  starlight  showed  the  way. 

There  in  a  clearing  in  the  woods 
Within  a  nest  of  hay, 

Wrapped  in  tawny  panther  hide, 

A  heron  feather  at  his  side, 

The  infant  Chieftain  lay. 

The  star  outshone  the  morning  sun 
As  all  the  braves  went  forth 
And  in  the  living  water’s  flow 
Confirmed  the  holy  birth. 

Hail  to  the  Chief!  the  wondrous  Boy, 
The  hope  of  heaven,  love  and  joy, 
And  peace  to  all  on  earth. 


Help  Alleviate  World  Hunger 

Give  through  UMCOR 


"And  taking  the  .  .  . 
two  fish  He  looked  up 
to  heaven  . .  and  He 
divided  the  two  fish 
among  them  all.  And 
they  all  ate  and  were 
satisifed. " 

RSV  Mark  6:41-42 


The  Fish  Bank  Is  Your  Channel 
for  Giving  100%  to  Hunger  Projects— 
2/3  for  Overseas;  1/3  for  U.S. 


Place  a  fish-shaped  offering 
box  on  your  dining  table, 
starting  this  Christmas  season. 
Your  regular  contributions 
can  truly  make  a  difference. 
Materials  are  available  to 
launch  a  church-wide 
campaign  I . 


FISH  BANK  (#42801,  10  cents  each; 
available  in  lots  of  10 
Brochure  (#4284)  "Help  Alleviate 
World  Hunger." 

FISH  BANK  Leaders' Guide  (#4287) 
FISH  BANK  Poster  (#4289) 

[limited  quantities) 

FISH  BANK  Slide  Set  (#4288), 

$10  each. 
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Be  sure  to  specify  items  by  stock  number. 
Postage  and  handling  added.  Order  from 
Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Road, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45237. 
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Ministries  council  embraces  ‘Church  Alive’  priority 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  United  Methodists  may 
be  asked  to  pull  together  in  1985-88  under 
a  “missional  priority”  mandate  which 
would  call  on  them  to: 

•  •  Establish  at  least  250  new  congrega¬ 
tions  per  year  or  1,000  for  the  four  years, 
at  least  half  of  which  would  be  primarily 
for  racial  and  ethnic  minority  persons. 

•  “Revitalize”  more  than  1,000  existing 
c  congregations  per  year  or  nearly  5,000 
c  during  the  next  four  years. 

•  Raise  $7.5  or  $10  million  per  year  — 
depending  on  which  of  two  conflicting 
packages  is  approved  —  for  the  four 
years  for  an  apportioned  benevolence 
fund,  on  top  of  all  other  monies  to  be 
raised  for  local  church,  regional  or 
national  church  expenses. 

•  All  of  these  and  more  would  be  the 
“missional  priority”  goal  of  the 
denomination  under  a  plan  adopted  here 
Nov.  30  by  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  The  plan  will  go  next  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  for  final  action. 

Its  adoption  here  did  not  come  without 
a  struggle  —  two  struggles,  in  fact. 

One  was  built  primarily  around  the 
contention  by  some  that  the  current  mis¬ 
sional  priority,  “Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church,”  was  being  submerged  under 
the  new  plan. 

EMLC,  as  the  current  priority  is 
popularly  known,  has  been  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  “missional  priority”  since 
1976.  Its  supporters,  including  all  four  of 
the  church’s  general  program  agencies 
and  the  racial  and  ethnic  minority  caucus 
groups,  claim  that  it  has  accomplished 
much  and  that  its  value  “has  only  just  be¬ 
gun.”  But  they  acknowledge  that  EMLC 
has  never  gotten  the  church-wide  finan¬ 
cial  backing  —  and  thus,  seemingly,  the 
real  priority  backing  of  United  Method¬ 
ists.  EMLC  has  never  achieved  more 
than  86  percent  on  its  annual  apportioned 
benevolence  fund  goal  of  $5  million. 

Struggle  over  ‘bottom-line’ 

The  other  struggle  was  between  the 
GCOM  and  its  sister  council,  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Meeting  simultaneously  as  specified  by 
the  “Book  of  Discipline”  to  perfect  pro¬ 
grammatic  and  financial  proposals  for 
the  next  General  Conference,  they  got 


locked  up  over  “bottom  line”  amounts  for 
both  the  proposed  “missional  priority” 
and  for  a  proposed  Telecommunications 
Fund  (see  related  story  on  this  page) . 

After  GCOM  had  resolved  its  internal 
struggle  and  reaffirmed  its  “Church 
Alive”  proposal,  it  reported  its  $40  mil¬ 
lion  package  to  GCFA. 

The  finance  council,  taking  into  ac¬ 
count  what  implications  this  proposal 
might  have  on  all  other  funding,  indicat¬ 
ed  it  could  not  support  the  full  amount 
and  might  rather  keep  the  present  $5  mil¬ 
lion  annual  level. 

An  ad  hoc  negotiations  team  was  es¬ 
tablished  between  the  two  councils,  and 
the  group  met  at  almost  every  available 
break,  including  coffee  breaks. 

Two  days  after  GCOM  approved  its 
“Church  Alive”  package,  GCFA  indi¬ 
cated  the  maximum  it  could  agree  to  was 

Half  the  funds  raised 
for  the  ‘missional 
priority’  within  an 
annual  conference  will 
stay  there. 

$7.5  million. 

With  memories  of  the  week’s  earlier 
struggle  still  clearly  in  mind,  GCOM  then 
voted  with  no  negative  votes  cast  to  stick 
with  its  full  proposal. 

GCOM  President  Bishop  Dwight  E. 
Loder  then  told  the  council,  “I  am  de¬ 
lighted  that  you  have  done  this.  There 
are  no  victories  and  no  defeats,  and  there 
is  no  war.  We  are  still  one  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

Bishop  Loder  also  noted  that  the  $10 
million  annual  “missional  priority” 
proposal  “amounts  to  little  more  than  a 
cup  of  coffee  and  a  donut  per  member 
per  year.  Surely  we  are  not  afraid  of 
that!  God  forgive  us  for  puny  dreams!  ” 
The  name  of  the  proposed  new  mission¬ 
al  priority  is  “The  Church  Alive:  An  In¬ 
clusive  Church  for  a  Just  Society.” 

This  title  is  intended  to  continue,  in  a 
larger  context  a  “Strengthening  and  De¬ 
veloping  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church”  and  to  add  ministries  of  justice, 
new  congregation/church  development, 
and  congregational  revitalization  to  the 
“missional  priority.” 


Board  of  Discipleship 
gets  boost  in  budget 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  which 
had  strongly  protested  what  it  felt  was  an 
inadequate  proposed  increase  in  its 
budget  starting  in  1985,  successfully 
sustained  that  protest  here  last  week. 

The  $200,000  increase  for  the  board 
which  relates  directly  to  many  aspects  of 
local  church  life  —  the  church  school, 
worship,  evangelism  and  stewardship  — 
came  at  the  expense  of  the  four  other 
general  program  boards. 

The  Discipleship  agency  had  protested 
that  the  proposed  1.7  percent  increase  in 
its  share  of  the  World  Service  Fund  in 
1985  over  1984  was  not  only  inadequate 
but  was  also  a  much  smaller  increase 
than  those  recommended  for  other 
general  church  program  agencies. 

The  World  Service  Fund  is  the  “basic 
channel”  of  support  for  denominational 
programs  and  benevolences  at  the 
general  church  level  through  its  boards 
and  agencies.  It  is  the  fund  to  which 
every  United  Methodist  gives  when  a 
contribution  is  made  to  a  local  church. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
which  evaluates  and  coordinates  general 
church  program  agencies,  agreed  with 
Discipleship’s  contention  and  increased 
their  portion  from  $4.2  million  to  $4.4 
million  for  1985. 

The  overall  total  World  Service 


allocation  for  1985  remains  the  same  at 
$27,765,000.  The  yearly  totals  are 
established  every  four  years  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  General  Council  on 
Ministries  recommends  the  distribution 
within  the  total. 

The  general  church  program  agencies 
are  asked  to  specify  how  much  they 
expect  to  need  in  the  upcoming 
quadrennium.  These  requests  are 
coordinated  by  the  GCOM,  then  made 
known  to  the  GCFA. 

The  agencies  had  requested  $35.1 
million  for  1985  from  World  Service,  or 
approximately  a  40  percent  increase 
over  the  expected  1984  receipts. 

The  GCOM  had  trimmed  that  request 
to  $29.9  million,  and  the  GCFA  trimmed 
it  to  $27.7  million. 

GCOM’s  budget  and  allocations 
committee  chairman,  the  Rev.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  of  Louisiana,  told  his 
council  here  that  any  World  Service 
budget  request  is  an  attempt  to  balance 
the  dreams  of  agencies  with  the  realities 
of  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches.  He  said  that  the  GCFA  takes 
into  account  input  from  many  sources 
across  the  church  before  arriving  at  its 
recommended  World  Service  totals. 

Additional  reports  from  the  GCFA 
meeting  will  appear  in  subsequent 
issues.  -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


When  critics  of  the  proposed  new  prior¬ 
ity  asserted  that  the  focus  on  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  would  be  lost,  its 
supporters  responded  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  would  be  enhanced.  The 
financial  portions  of  the  new  proposal 
specify,  in  fact,  that  at  least  50  percent  of 
all  monies  raised  for  the  Missional  Prior¬ 
ity  Fund  —  in  other  words,  up  to  $5  mil¬ 
lion  per  year  if  the  full  apportioned  fund 
is  raised  —  would  be  allocated  for  the 
continuing  task  of  developing  and 
strengthening  racial  and  ethnic  minority 
local  congregations. 

Additionally,  up  to  50  percent  of  what¬ 
ever  funds  are  raised  for  the  “missional 
priority”  within  an  annual  conference 
would  be  retained  there.  And  the  spend¬ 
ing  guidelines  there  would  be  the  same  as 
at  the  national-church  level.  Hence,  at 
least  50  percent  of  those  funds  retained 
regionally  would  have  to  be  spent  on 
ethnic  and  racial  minority  local  churches. 

The  new  priority  proposal  builds  in 
specific  goals  and  accountability 
mechanisms  at  every  level  of  the  church, 
including  the  local  church. 

For  instance,  each  local  church  would 
be  required  to  participate  in  the  mission¬ 
al  priority,  and  its  administrative  council 
or  administrative  board  would  develop  a 
“statement  of  mission”  detailing  exactly 
how  it  intends  to  participate. 

As  suggested  ways  to  be  about  that 
task,  each  local  church  would  be  remind¬ 
ed  that,  "Leading  persons  to  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  increasing  attendance  at 
services  of  worship,  Bible  study,  prayer 
and  justice  ministries  are  essential  com¬ 
ponents  for  local  churches  which  are 
obedient  to  the  Gospel.” 

Further,  each  congregation  would  be 
expected  each  year  to  engage  in  study, 
research  analysis  and  action  “to  reflect 
its  prioritized  ministry  of  social  justice.” 
Details  of  that  activity  would  be  reported 
at  the  local  church’s  annual  Charge  Con¬ 
ference. 


Urgency  documented 

The  design  team  and  the  program  unit 
which  brought  the  “missional  priority” 
program  to  GCOM  cited  national  popula¬ 
tion  data  and  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  decline  data  to  emphasize  its 
urgency.  But  the  drafters  also  spelled  out 
signs  of  urgency  for  local  churches. 
These  include: 

•  “Some  local  churches  are  preoc¬ 
cupied  with  surviving  without  a  sense  of 
mission.  Some  are  thriving  in  ministry 
among  their  members ...” 

•  “The  United  Methodist  Church,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  U.S.,  has  failed  to  start  an 
adequate  number  of  new  churches  as  a 
response  to  the  shifting  and  growing 
population  trends  in  our  world.  New  con¬ 
gregations  are  needed  as  centers  of  mis¬ 
sion  in  every  central,  missionary  and  an¬ 
nual  conference.” 

•  “The  percentage  of  persons  of  color 
is  increasing  within  the  population  of 
areas  served  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  church  must  respond  by 
providing  every  possible  opportunity  for 
growth  in  ministry  and  mission  within 
these  populations.” 

Each  annual  conference  would  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  develop  its  own  “missional  pri¬ 
ority”  program,  supervised  by  a  “mis¬ 
sional  priority”  committee.  Each  district 
would  be  expected  to  have  a  “revitaliza¬ 
tion  team,”  whose  functions  would jji- 
clude  identifying  at  least  two  churches  per 
year  —  one  of  which  must  be  a  racial  or 
ethnic  minority  congregation  —  which 
would  become  targets  for  revitalization. 

Exactly  how  the  national  half  —  up  to 
50  percent  of  the  total  raised  —  of  the 
priority  funds  would  be  distributed 
among  the  four  general  program 
agencies  became  the  matter  of  much  de¬ 
bate  here. 

Up  to  $400,000  of  the  first  year’s  $5  mil¬ 
lion  for  general  distribution  would  be  as¬ 
signed  on  a  prior  claim  (first  priority) 
basis  to  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  to  promote  the  overall  priority.  The 
promotion  prior  claim  amount  would 
drop  to  $300,000  in  both  1986  and  1987  and 
to  $200,000  in  1988. 


The  remainder  would  go  to  the  general 
program  agencies  on  this  formula : 

•  50  percent  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  grants  for  con¬ 
gregational  development,  salary  sup¬ 
port,  church  buildings,  development  of 
new  churches  and  revitalization  of  exist¬ 
ing  congregations. 

•  30  percent  for  recruitment,  deploy¬ 
ment,  leadership  development,  develop¬ 
ment  of  resources,  strategies  and  train¬ 
ing  for  revitalizing  the  “target”  church¬ 


es  selected  by  the  districts  and  to  include 
recruiting  and  training  clergy  for  ethnic 
and  racial  minority  clergy  persons  This 
30  percent  would  be  divided  10  percent  to 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  5  per¬ 
cent  each  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  nd  10  percent  to  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

•  20  percent  to  develop  resources  and 
training  for  all  local  churches  in 


ministries  of  social  justice.  This  20  per¬ 
cent  would  be  divided  15  percent  to  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
5  percent  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

For  purposes  of  the  “missional  pri¬ 
ority,”  “ministries  of  justice”  are 
“understood  to  be  the  empowering  of 
persons  and  congregations  for  witness  in 
order  to  transform  structures  and  sys¬ 
tems  and  bring  healing  and  wholeness  to 
all  persons.” 


-2*'  * 

Mary  and  Joseph  traveling  in  haste  with  other  pilgrims  is  illustrated  in  a  Christmas  book  by  Abingdon,  “Hannah 
at  the  Manger”  by  Hilde  Heyduck-Huth  and  Regine  Schindler.  Abingdon  is  the  book  publishing  arm  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Beaten  in  Ozarks  find  Voom  at  inn’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HOWELL  COUNTY,  Mo.  -  Several 
women  and  children  in  this  remote 
mountainous  area  this  month  will  live  out 
the  most  terrifying  part  of  the  Christmas 
story  —  the  Holy  Family’s  flight  from 
Herod’s  violence. 

They  will  flee  threats  and  beatings  by 
husbands  and  fathers.  And  if  past  years 
are  an  indicator,  some  may  walk  miles  in 
the  cold  Ozark  elements  across  forests 
and  hills  —  some  clad  in  only  bath  towels 
—  seeking  shelter  and  safety. 

But  their  Christmas  story  won’t  have  a 
“no  room  in  the  inn"  section,  thanks  to  a 
caring  United  Methodist  couple  who  have 
seen  to  it  that  a  mobile  home  for  battered 
families  awaits  them,  tucked  away  in  an 
unpublicized  spot. 

The  couple  saw  the  need  and  had  a 
vision  to  meet  it.  The  United  Methodist 
connectional  system  was  a  catalyst  to 
make  the  vision  come  true. 

Help  caring  people  act 

For  19  years,  United  Methodists  in  the 
Missouri  East  and  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference  have  had  a  unique  Office  of 
Creative  Ministries  that  specializes  in 


Telecommunications  plan  slashed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  Within  30  minutes  after 
sticking  by  its  original  $40  million 
“missional  priority”  proposal  (see  re¬ 
lated  story) ,  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries  here  Dec.  2  cut  in 
half  a  proposed  Telecommunications 
Fund  it  had  approved  on  the  previous 
night. 

The  GCOM  turned  back  a  proposal 
from  United  Methodist  Communications 
for  a  new  $4.8  million  annual  apportioned 
fund.  Half  of  those  funds  would  have  been 
retained  by  annual  conferences  and  the 
other  half  would  have  supported  a  new 
national  television  and  telecommunica¬ 
tions  program. 

Adopted  instead  was  $2.4  million  per 
year  proposal,  with  25  percent  to  be  re¬ 
tained  in  the  annual  conferences  and  the 
remainder  to  support  a  general-church 
program. 

GCOM’s  action  came  after  receipt  of  in¬ 
formal  indications  that  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration  would 
not  support  more  than  the  $2.4  million. 

The  vote  to  adopt  “half  a  loaf,”  as  one 
member  described  it,  was  43-35. 

As  in  the  case  of  debate  on  the 
proposed  “missional  priority,”  there 
were  impassioned  speeches  on  both  sides. 
One  which  put  it  in  broad  perspective 
was  by  Carloyn  Oehler,  council  director 
for  the  Northern  Illinois  Conference. 

Mrs.  Oehler  said  that  for  the  GCOM, 
with  its  overall  program  coordinating 
functions,  not  to  take  into  account  the 
effects  of  one  apportioned  fund  on  all 


other  apportioned  funds  was  “not  savvy 
programming.”  She  argued  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  $4.8  million  telecommunications 
funding,  in  light  of  other  decisions  made 
by  both  the  program  and  finance  coun¬ 
cils  earlier  in  the  week,  “puts  all  the 
other  funds  on  the  line,  too.” 

“Bottom  line”  agreed  on 

Even  though  the  two  general  coun¬ 
cils  thus  agreed  on  the  “bottom  line” 
amount  for  telecommunications  funding 
in  1985-88,  there  were  indications  that  the 
church’s  national  communications  agen¬ 
cy  may  submit  its  own  full-dollar  pro¬ 
posal  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

These  were  among  other  major  items 
adopted  by  the  GCOM : 

•  Language  guidelines:  With  no  more 
than  a  half-dozen  negative  votes  out  of 
some  100  cast,  the  council  adopted  a  task 
force  report  titled  “Words  That  Hurt  and 
Words  that  Heal.”  This  includes  both 
guidelines  for  eliminating  racism, 
ageism,  handicappism  and  sexism  for 
United  Methodist  resource  materials  and 
a  position  paper  on  “Language  about 
God  and  People.” 

The  latter  paper  had  drawn  wide 
comment,  much  of  it  negative,  last 
spring  when  the  misimpression  was 
spread  that  the  task  force  was 
recommending  doing  away  with  “Lord,” 
“King”  and  “Father”  as  words  for  God. 
Rather,  the  task  force  pointed  to  the 
sensitivity  for  many  persons  on  both 
sides  of  the  issue  in  the  use  of  these  male- 


gender  terms. 

GCOM’s  action  asks  the  1984  General 
Conference  to  support  a  church-wide 
study  of  the  language  document  and  that 
any  new  proposed  hymnal,  curriculum 
materials,  lay  speaker  training  mate¬ 
rials  and  ordained  ministry  candidacy 
guidebooks  be  reviewed  with  inclusive 
language  imperatives  in  mind. 

•  World  Service  Special  Gifts:  Both 
GCOM  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  are 
recommending  that  the  1984  General 
Conference  authorize  a  test  program  for 
only  the  1985-88  quadrennium.  This  would 
emphasize  an  additional  designated 
giving  channel  for  specific  limited 
programs  which  general  church 
agencies  would  identify.  The  intent 
would  be  to  allow  those  agencies  to 
obtain  specific  program  funding  similar 
to  that  which  flows  primarily  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  via 
the  General  Advance  Special  program. 

Precautions  built  into  proposal 

Several  precautions  were  bunt  into 
this  short-term  proposal,  including  the 
understanding  that  it  would  not  be 
allowed  to  compete  or  interfere  with  the 
General  Advance,  popularly  known  as 
“second  mile"  gifts  on  top  of  the  basic 
World  Service  church-wide  program 
fund. 

•  Infant  formula:  After  defeating  a 
proposal  simply  to  “receive”  the  report 
from  this  task  force,  the  GCOM  voted  77- 
18  to  concur  in  its  recommendations. 


•  Among  other  things,  these  ask  the 
1984  General  Conference  to : 

—  “find  it  inappropriate”  for  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  or  any  of  its 
agencies  “at  this  time”  to  participate  in 
the  Nestle  boycott  or  for  any  general 
church  agency  to  resume  participation  in 
it  unless  authorized  by  the  General 
Conference  or  its  designated  agency. 

—  Transfer  responsibilities  of  the  task 
force  set  up  under  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence  mandate  to  a  similar  group  under 
the  aegis  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

—  Urge  the  four  companies  with  whom 
the  current  task  force  has  negotiated 
most  intensely  —  Nestle,  Abbott-Ross, 
Bristol-Myers,  and  American  Home 
Products  —  and  the  rest  of  the  infant 
formula  industry  “to  respect  the 
universal  applicability  of  the  World 
Health  Organization  code  of  marketing 
of  breastmilk  substitutes. 

In  support  of  continuing  a  task  force 
for  UM  involvement,  the  current  group’s 
chairman,  Dr.  Philip  Wogaman,  said  the 
church  must  send  the  message  that,  once 
it  injects  itself  into  a  major  world  issue, 
it  does  not  lose  interest  after  a  short  time 
span. 

The  Infant  Formula  Task  Force  also 
brought  a  report  on  “The  Church  and 
Economic  Boycotts”  with  which  GCOM 
concurred  and  which  will  go  to  General 
Conference.  This  states  that  an  economic 
boycott  “should  be  a  last  resort  for 
Christians.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


helping  caring  Christians  make  things 
happen  to  further  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
says  the  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West,  director  of 
the  office  since  its  inception. 

“I  believe  God  has  placed  people  in 
every  community  who  are  able  and 
willing  to  be  saving  people  there,”  Mr. 
West  says. 

“Many  times,  those  people  just  need 
some  outside  resources  to  encourage 
them  to  be  saving  people.  Through 
Creative  Ministries,  we  try  to  identify 
these  people,  give  them  moral  support 
and  give  them  resources  when  they  need 
them.” 

This  has  happened  dozens  of  times 
each  year,  he  says.  And  that’s  why 
persons  fleeing  family  violence  in  Howell 
County  now  can  find  warm  refuge  in  a 
trailer  there. 

“We  operate  on  faith” 

Pat  Jones,  a  laywoman  in  First  UMC  of 
West  Plains  here,  says  the  ministry  to 
battered  women  had  its  origins  12  years 
ago  when  “I  prayed  that  the  Lord  would 
find  something  for  me  to  do.  Well,  He 
certainly  did.” 

Besides  her  heading  up  a  county 
volunteer  organization,  she  and  her 
husband  Leamon  have  for  several  years 
opened  up  their  home  when  they  came 
across  a  “battered”  case.  But  they  could 
see  the  need  was  much  greater  than  they 
and  their  home  could  handle. 

Mr.  West  said  he  was  talking  to  Mrs. 
Jones  and  heard  her  say  how  much  more 
they  could  do  with  a  mobile  home  set 


aside  for  emergencies.  “I  told  her  to  go 
ahead  and  buy  it.  She  asked,  ‘With 
what?’  I  told  her  the  money  would  come. 
We  operate  a  lot  on  faith  when  we  see  a 
clear  need.’’ 

Mr.  West  promised  that  he 
immediately  could  raise  $1,500  through 
the  Creative  Ministries  network.  Mrs. 
Jones  went  to  the  bank  for  a  $3,000  loan  to 
complete  the  purchase  of  the  used  trailer. 

The  bank  required  the  signature  of  a 
second  property  owner.  Mrs.  Jones 
asked  another  Christian  to  co-sign,  but 
when  that  woman  arrived  the  next  day 
she  wrote  a  $3,000  check  that  alleviated 
the  need  for  a  loan. 

For  the  last  15  months,  five  to  six 
women  per  month  have  sought  shelter. 
Mrs.  Jones  says.  “Domestic  violence  is 
growing.  A  lot  of  it  is  drug  and  alcohol 
related.  I  don’t  believe  what  some 
experts  say  about  it  mostly  being  related 
to  how  a  man  was  treated  when  he  was  a 
child.  That  isn’t  always  the  case." 

Last  year  on  Christmas  Day,  three 
beaten  women  asked  Mrs.  Jones  for  help 
and  brought  15  children  with  them.  One 
woman  had  been  “seriously  beaten.” 

It  was  a  tough  way  to  spend  Christmas 
Day,  she  says,  but  this  Christmas  will  be 
a  little  better  for  the  victims  because  she 
has  collected  donations  of  toys  which  will 
be  waiting  in  the  trailer  for  all  who  have 
to  come  there. 

A  lot  more  needs  to  be  done,  she  says, 
and  donations  given  through  Creative 
Ministries  to  the  project  will  help  expand 
the  ministry. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Linking  churches  in  parishes  offers  new  hope 

Ethnic  ‘inclusiveness’  possible 
without  threat  to  cultural  worship 


DECEMBERS,  1983 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

A  moderately  old  concept  —  the  coop¬ 
erative  parish  —  is  offering  new  hope 
that  ethnic  “inclusiveness”  may  be  re¬ 
alized  among  United  Methodists  at  the 
local  church  level. 

During  a  recent  national  meeting  in 
Mt.  Sterling,  Ohio,  several  church  leaders 
admitted  that  racial  and  ethnic  integra¬ 
tion  for  the  most  part  has  not  occurred  in 
local  UM  congregations. 

But  they  spoke  of  a  cautious  hope  that 
inter-ethnic  experiences  could  be  suc¬ 
cessful  through  the  structural  linking  of 
UM  congregations  of  various  back¬ 
grounds  into  a  cooperative  parish. 

In  such  a  parish,  members  can  do 
many  things  in  a  “mixed”  setting  with¬ 
out  a  threat  to  their  cultural  distinctive¬ 
ness  —  especially  in  their  style  of  wor¬ 
ship  services,  the  leaders  said. 

The  example  most  often  cited  at  the 
Mt.  Sterling  meeting  on  cooperative 
parishes  is  in  Lubbock,  Tex. 

Founded  in  1976,  the  Lubbock  Inter- 
Ethnic  Parish  has  two  European-Ameri- 
can  (white)  churches,  two  Hispanic 
churches,  one  black  church  and  one  Ko- 
rean-American  church. 

The  nearly  1,400  members  of  the  six 
congregations  can  do  many  things  to¬ 
gether  —  including  special  worship 
services  —  without  major  difficulties  be¬ 
cause  each  of  the  four  cultural  groups 
knows  it  won’t  have  to  regularly  worship 
with  the  others,  according  to  the  Rev. 
David  Treat,  coordinator  of  the  parish. 

“Worship  is  an  impediment” 

He  admits  that  statement  may  sound 
strange  to  some  persons.  But  worship  is  a 
major  impediment  to  integration  within 


Representatives  from  the  Lubbock  In¬ 
ter-Ethnic  Parish  at  recent  national  con¬ 
sultation  (left  to  right) :  Rev.  Dave  Treat 
(coordinator),  Rebecca  Gonzales  (parish 
council  member),  the  Rev.  Ihsan  Ard- 
huerumly  (annual  conference  chairman 
of  Town  and  Country  Ministries),  Louise 
Sparks  (parish  council  president). 


congregations,  Mr.  Treat  told  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

The  Rev.  Woodie  White,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  UMC’s  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race,  agrees  with  that 
assessment,  although  he  believes  many 
congregations  are  in  a  situation  where 
they  could  and  should  become  integrated. 

Nothing  seems  quite  so  personal  or  so 
culture-linked  as  a  worship  service,  he 
told  the  Reporter.  Ethnic  and  white 
persons  alike  want  to  worship  in  a  setting 
that  is  both  comfortable  and  meaningful, 
he  said.  And  they  tend  to  choose  separate 
cultural  settings. 

This  realization  lies  behind  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  missional  priority  emphasis  on 
the  strengthening  of  old  —  and  develop¬ 
ing  of  new  —  congregations  along  racial 
and  ethnic  lines,  Dr.  White  said. 

Mr.  Treat  commented:  "This  is  a  fair¬ 
ly  new  thought  to  me,  but  I  now  feel  that 
it’s  not  bad  that  United  Methodism  has  so 
few  inter-ethnic  congregations.  Usually 
minority  persons  have  to  compromise 
their  culture  and  worship  to  be  part  of  a 
predominantly  white  congregation.” 

How  it  works  in  Lubbock 

Because  each  church  among  the  four 
cultural  groups  has  its  own  programs 
and  worship  services,  all  are  able  to  re¬ 
lax  and  enjoy  being  together  on  parish 
service  projects,  potluck  dinners,  fellow¬ 
ship  activities,  holiday  programs  and 
special  joint  worship  services  every  fifth 
Sunday  of  the  month,  Mr.  Treat  said. 

With  many  of  the  members  speaking 
only  Korean  or  only  Spanish,  such  pro¬ 
grams  require  extra  planning.  “I  think 
everybody  really  is  enriched  as  each  cul¬ 
tural  group  provides  music  at  each 
special  service,”  Mr.  Treat  said. 

True  to  the  basic  concept  of  the  co¬ 
operative  parish,  the  congregations  in 
the  Lubbock  parish  can  do  some  things 
together  which  they  are  unable  to  do  by 
themselves,  Mr.  Treat  said.  All  four 
ethnic  congregations  have  fewer  than  125 
members  each. 

The  parish  sponsors  mother’s-day-out 
programs,  meal  programs  for  senior  citi¬ 
zens,  youth  work  projects,  parties  for 
neighborhood  children  and  special 
events  such  as  a  recent  program  on  the 
needs  of  undocumented  aliens.. 

The  parish  is  initiating  a  community¬ 
wide  celebration  to  be  held  on  Martin 
Luther  King’s  birthday  next  year.  The 
parish  traditionally  runs  a  much-ap¬ 
preciated  “free  water  booth”  at  Lub¬ 
bock’s  Juneteenth  (Emancipation  Pro¬ 
clamation)  and  Sept.  16th  (Mexican  In¬ 
dependence)  celebrations. 
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Small  congregations  get  intimacy 
AND  ‘tall  steeple’  programming 


The  parish  council  meets  every  other 
week.  It  consists  of  lay  and  clergy  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each  congregation. 

Mr.  Treat  said  each  congregation  re¬ 
mains  strong  in  its  own  program.  Each 
has  its  own  minister.  And  three  of  the  six 
churches  are  experiencing  significant 
membership  growth,  said  Mr.  Treat  who 
is  pastor  of  one  of  the  white  congrega¬ 
tions  and  serves  as  parish  coordinator  by 
election  of  the  parish  ministers. 

Weaknesses,  concerns  raised 

Nonetheless,  Mr.  Treat  quickly  stated, 
the  Lubbock  parish  is  barely  scratching 
the  surface  of  what  it  could  become. 
“We’re  far  from  knowing  each  other  in 
the  other  churches,”  he  said.  “I  think 
we’re  still  struggling  to  find  our  style.” 


The  struggle  is  worth  it,  he  said.  Refer¬ 
ring  to  the  steady  calls  from  UM  boards, 
leaders  and  publications  for  United 
Methodists  to  do  something  about  their 
racism,  Mr.  Treat  said  he  thinks  it  is 
very  difficult  to  combat  racism  without 
having  face-to-face  experiences  with 
people  of  other  cultural  groups. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Allen  of  the  urban  office 
of  United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  told  the  Mt.  Sterling 
participants  that  the  cooperative  parish 
can  do  great  things  to  move  Christians 
from  complacency  in  their  own  cultural 
settings.  Once  church  members  start 
dealing  with  a  larger  geographic  area  be¬ 
yond  their  own  four  walls,  he  said,  they 
start  seeing  parts  of  the  community  that 
had  been  so  easy  to  avoid  before. 


New  mission  agency  planned  by  UM  group 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS  —  More  than  two  dozen 
United  Methodist  ministers  met  here 
Nov.  28  and  decided  to  create  a  “supple¬ 
mental  mission  agency.” 

The  agency  would  send  missionaries 
overseas  independent  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
the  Rev.  L.  D.  Thomas,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Tulsa.  He  was  elected  chairman 
of  a  steering  committee  to  draw  up  a 
plan  for  establishing  the  new  agency. 

“This  reflects  the  failure  of  a  decade 
of  dialogue  With  Global  Ministries  to 
persuade  it  to  send  missionaries  to  make 
disciples  of  Christ  as  well  as  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  social  missions,”  Dr.  Thomas 
claimed. 

He  told  the  Reporter  the  ministers  in 
St.  Louis  were  from  20  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  all  five  U.S.  jurisdictions  and 
that  they  did  not  have  time  to  decide  the 
form  of  the  new  agency. 

“We’ll  have  a  couple  more  meetings 
and  maybe  have  a  full  plan  to  reveal  the 
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first  of  the  year,”  he  said.  “There  is  no 
doubt  that  well  within  six  months  the 
agency  will  be  created.” 

World  Service  still  supported 

Some  of  the  pastors  at  the  St.  Louis 
meeting  said  their  churches  have  stopped 
paying  World  Service  apportionments, 
part  of  which  support  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  missions  agency,  Dr.  Thomas  said. 

However,  he  said  he  and  other  leaders 
at  the  meeting  encouraged  every  church 
to  pay  their  full  World  Service  apportion¬ 
ments  and  to  raise  money  for  the  supple¬ 
mental  agency  out  of  "second-mile 
giving.” 

“We  are  not  opposing  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  but  supplementing  its  efforts,”  he 
said. 

Most  churches  represented  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  already  are  giving  money  to  mission¬ 
aries  outside  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dr.  Thomas  said.  For  example,  the  5,500- 
member  First  UMC  of  Tulsa  last  year 
paid  its  $370,000  in  UM  apportionments 
and  then  gave  another  $700,000  to  mis¬ 
sions,  much  of  it  outside  the  UMC.  _ 

For  years,  some  UM  pastors  have 
talked  of  their  desire  to  channel  such 
“outside”  giving  into  a  United  Methodist 
mission  effort  either  through  a  “re¬ 
formed”  Global  Ministries  board  or 
through  some  kind  of  separate  agency. 

Dr.  Thomas  said  he  met  with  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries,  and  told  him  of  “broad 
support”  for  a  second  agency  if  Global 
ministries  did  not  give  a  strong  sign  of 
including  the  concerns  of  “evangelicals 
and  traditionalists”  in  its  mission 
strategy. 

October  election  was  catalyst 

When  Peggy  Billings  was  nominated 
in  September  to  head  the  overseas  mis¬ 
sion  arm  of  Global  Ministries,  Dr.  Thomas 
and  many  other  pastors  said  the  election 
of  a  person  so  long  associated  with  con¬ 
troversial  social  action  efforts  by  Global 
Ministries  would  almost  certainly  trig¬ 
ger  the  formation  of  a  separate  mission 
agency  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14). 

After  Ms.  Billings’  election  in  October, 
Dr.  Thomas  said,  several  bishops  and  UM 
general  agency  leaders  were  told  that 
disenchanted  pastors  would  be  gathered 
to  consider  the  formation  of  a  separate 
agency. 

“We  were  just  going  to  have  a  half- 
dozen  people,”  Dr.  Thomas  said.  “But 
after  the  Peggy  Billings  election,  I  started 
getting  calls  from  many,  many  people  I 
had  not  known  would  be  interested.” 

Dr.  Thomas  personally  invited  about  60 
ministers  (mostly  pastors  of  large 
churches  and  some  professors)  to  the  St. 
Louis  meeeting.  He  said  the  decision  to 
form  an  agency  was  unanimous  among 
those  in  attendance.  “In  five  minutes,  we 
raised  the  pledges  to  pay  for  that.” 


Dr.  Thomas  said  the  group  asked  him 
not  to  divulge  the  names  of  participants 
until  after  plans  for  the  new  agency  are 
set. 

The  Reporter  learned  from  other 
sources  that  representatives  of  the  unof¬ 
ficial  “Good  News”  caucus  were  present 
and  had  a  contingency  plan  for  a  new 
agency  which  its  board  of  directors  had 
drawn  up  a  few  months  ago. 

Dr.  Thomas  said:  “The  preponderance 
of  the  group  has  never  been  related  to 
Good  News.  This  is  broader  than  a  group 
of  evangelicals.  Many  of  the  pastors  are 
better  described  as  traditionalist.  That  is, 
they  hold  to  the  mission  theology  of  the 
denomination  before  1968  that  the  main 
purpose  of  missions  is  to  change  the 
hearts  of  individuals  through  Jesus  Christ 
and  through  them  bring  about  lasting 
justice.” 

One  major  name  in  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  missions  circles  who  was  present 
was  the  Rev.  Gerald  H.  Anderson,  the 
Reporter  learned  from  three  persons 
who  spoke  under  the  condition  their 
names  not  be  used.  Dr.  Anderson  could 
not  be  reached  for  comment. 

Dr.  Anderson  is  a  United  Methodist  and 
director  of  the  Overseas  Ministries  Study 


Center  in  Ventnor,  N.J.  It  is  a  combina¬ 
tion  think  tank/training  center  primari¬ 
ly  used  by  mainline  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations. 

He  reportedly  gave  the  same  address 
at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  as  he  had  given 
to  the  faculty  of  UM-related  Perkins 
Theological  School  —  at  their  request  — 
and  to  two  groups  of  Dallas  pastors  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  14). 

He  said  some  segments  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  and  aspects  of  mission  are  not 
being  addressed  by  Global  Ministries  and 
that  a  second  UM  agency  would  reduce 
frustration  in  the  church. 

He  just  recently  was  invited  by  Global 
Ministries  to  speak  at  its  spring  meeting. 

Discussion  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  new  agency  will  be  run 
by  a  board  with  heavy  representation 
from  Methodist  churches  in  other 
nations,  Dr.  Thomas  said. 

“We  will  be  in  partnership  with  over¬ 
seas  churches.  We  won’t  tell  them  what 
to  do.  We’ll  help  the  autonomous  churches 
that  are  crying  for  help  for  missionaries 
to  help  train  their  pastors.  For  years 
Global  Ministries  has  said  it  doesn’t 
have  the  money  to  do  that.  So  we’ll  raise 
the  money.” 


Emergency  funding  voted 
for  ex-Indiana  bishop 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
have  rallied  to  provide  financial  support 
for  former  Indiana  Area  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  and  his  family  in  view  of 
financial  problems  apparently  being  ex¬ 
perienced  by  the  Armstrongs  following 
his  surprise  resignation  Nov.  16. 

Meeting  here  in  a  special  called  session 
Nov.  20,  the  executive  committee  of  the 
North  Central  Jurisdictional  College  of 
Bishops,  joined  by  officers  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  agreed  to  provide  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  package  of  benefits  for  Dr. 
Armstrong  for  the  next  seven  months. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  59,  took  the  nation’s 
religious  community  by  surprise  Nov.  15 
by  resigning  both  as  a  bishop  and  as 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  Citing  an  “exhaustive  and  in¬ 
human  work  schedule”  which  kept  him 
from  being  true  to  his  family  and  the 
gospel,  Dr.  Armstrong  had  stepped  down 
to  seek  medical  treatment  in  a  Mid¬ 
western  medical  center.  He  said  he  was 
“physically  and  emotionally  depleted.  ” 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  meeting  in  San  Francisco,  “re¬ 
ceived  with  regret”  the  resignation. 
However,  because  Dr.  Armstrong  had 
specifically  requested  resignation,  there 
was  nothing  further  the  council  felt  it 
could  do  since  “The  Book  of  Discipline” 


makes  no  provisions  for  bishops  who  re¬ 
sign  other  than  normal  ministerial  re¬ 
tirement  benefits  at  age  65. 

Retired  Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  council  to  serve  as 
interim  leader  of  the  Indiana  Area  until 
September  1984,  issued  a  statement  Nov. 
27  on  behalf  of  the  group  which  met  in 
Chicago.  It  stated: 

“The  executive  committee  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Committee  of  the  North  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  meeting  with 
the  executives  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
.  .  .  has  formulated  the  following  support 
pattern  for  the  Armstrong  family: 
Financial  support  equal  to  a  bishop  in 
normal  appointment,  plus  full  insurance 
coverage  and  housing,  will  be  provided 
for  the  Armstrongs  up  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  regular  quadrennial  meeting  of  the 
North  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  July 
1984.  By  that  time  it  is  anticipated  that 
Dr.  Armstrong  would  have  adequate  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  re-establishment  of  his 
health  and  employment.  His  pension 
following  retirement  will  be  subject  to 
the  regular  procedures  provided  for  all 
United  Methodist  clergy.” 

Indiana  is  part  of  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  which  also  includes  Ohio, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Min¬ 
nesota,  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Woodbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baltimore  has  164  members,  but  it  has  a 
full  time  staff  of  six  ministers. 

•  One  minister  works  with  the  worship 
leader  and  leads  a  group  of  divorced  and 
separated  persons. 

•  Another  minister  trains  the  Christian 
education  teachers  and  leads  a  program 
for  widows  and  widowers. 

•  Yet  another  minister  works  with  the 
youth  council  while  a  fourth  works  with 
the  stewardship  and  finance  leaders  of 
the  church. 

•  A  fifth  minister  provides  leadership 
in  the  missions  area,  and  a  sixth  deals 
with  Christian  social  concerns. 

All  ministers  work  full  time  —  but  not 
just  with  Woodbury  members. 

Woodbury  UMC  has  linked  itself  with 
other  churches  to  provide  the  program  of 
a  “tall  steeple  church”  while  main¬ 
taining  the  intimacy  associated  with  a 
small  church’s  worship  and  fellowship. 

Each  of  five  churches  has  a  minister, 
and  two  other  churches  share  a  minister. 

The  Hampden-Woodbury-Remington 
Cooperative  Parish  has  seven  congrega¬ 
tions  in  a  small  area  just  north  of  down¬ 
town  Baltimore. 

“We  now  think  of  ourselves  as  an  1,800- 
member  church,”  says  the  Rev.  Jeffrey 
Jones  of  385-member  Roland  A ve. -Ever¬ 
green  UMC  in  the  parish. 

Each  minister,  in  addition  to  being  the 
pastor  for  one  congregation,  serves  all 
seven  congregations  in  certain  special¬ 
ized  areas. 

Because  there  are  seven  separate  con¬ 
gregations,  the  parish  can  offer  worship 
services  that  appeal  to  different  groups, 
Mr.  Jones  told  the  Reporter.  The  parish 
has  been  in  place  only  three  years  and 
has  yet  to  fully  develop  this  potential, 
Mr.  Jones  said.  But  one  church  has  sign¬ 
ing  for  deaf  persons.  Another  has  a  ramp 
system  for  persons  with  ambulatory 
handicaps. 

One  congregation  is  practically  all 
senior  citizens  and  gives  money  to  help 
other  churches  in  the  parish  with  youth 
work,  Mr.  Jones  said. 

“All  the  ideals  of  John  Wesley  are  at 
work  in  the  cooperative  parish,”  he  said. 
“The  United  Methodist  Church’s  con- 
nectional  system  is  uniquely  able  to 
make  a  cooperative  parish  work.” 

Cooperative  idea  spreading 

After  several  decades  of  experimenta¬ 
tion  on  the  edges  of  church  structures, 
the  cooperative  parish  idea  appears  to  be 
catching  on  rapidly  and  to  be  receiving 
increased  institutional  support. 

More  than  300  cooperative  parishes 
now  are  operating,  according  to  research 
by  the  National  Program  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Some  100  of  them  now  are  in  urban 
areas,  staff  members  reported. 

Until  recently,  most  cooperative  par¬ 
ishes  involved  rural  and  town  churches. 

The  Kansas  Area  was  a  pioneer  in  pro¬ 
viding  institutional  support.  In  1976, 
Bishop  Ernest  Dixon  (now  in  the  San 
Antonio  Area )  and  the  two  annual  confer¬ 
ences  set  up  a  special  office  to  help 
churches  form  cooperative  parishes.  A 
half-dozen  already  had  formed  on  their 
own. 

Today,  Kansas  United  Methodism  has 
19  such  parishes  with  121  churches.  The 
average  parish  has  six  churches  and  930 
members.  The  parish  sizes  range  from 
400  to  1,300  members.  All  are  in  town  and 
rural  areas. 

However,  parishes  without  the  under¬ 
standing  and  active  participation  of 
bishops,  district  superintendents  and  an¬ 
nual  conference  staff  members  may  be 
destined  for  failure,  said  the  Rev.  Harold 
McSwain,  director  of  the  Center  for  Town 
and  Rural  Ministries  in  Ohio. 

Parishes  which  are  the  most  stable  — 
and  most  plentiful  —  have  institutional 
support  and  are  in  seven  states,  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Swain  said. 

The  seven  are  Kansas,  Arkansas, 
Nebraska,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 
and  West  Virginia. 

“No  two  parishes  are  organized  or  ad¬ 
ministered  in  identical  ways,”  said  the 
Rev.  J.  Karl  Jones,  director  of  parish 
development  in  Kansas. 

But  all  Kansas  parishes  —  and  most 
elsewhere  —  have  a  parish  council  of  re¬ 
presentatives  from  each  congregation  to 
decide  parish  activities.  (Each  church, 
however,  remains  autonomous  and 
makes  decisions  about  its  own  program 
and  structure. )  And  all  Kansas  parishes 
have  one  of  the  pastors  serving  as  the 
director  of  parish  activities.  Most  include 
at  least  one  larger  church  that  serves  as 
a  kind  of  anchor  for  the  parish,  Mr.  Jones 
said. 

“I  like  the  cooperative  parish  idea  be¬ 


cause  it  seems  to  say  it  is  okay  to  be  a 
small  church,”  one  woman  stood  up  and 
said  after  an  impressive  multi-media 
presentation  at  the  recent  Mt.  Sterling, 
Ohio,  consultation  on  cooperative  minis¬ 
tries. 

Small,  surviving  “not  enough” 

However,  the  major  theme  of  the  con¬ 
sultation  was  that  it  is  not  okay  to  be  a 
small  church  if  it  isn’t  “in  mission.” 

(The  majority  of  United  Methodism’s 
38,000  congregations  are  small  —  having 
fewer  than  200  members. ) 

"If  a  cooperative  parish  is  formed  just 
(to  help  little  churches)  survive,  it  will 
come  to  nothing,”  Bishop  Dwight  Loder 
of  the  Ohio  West  Area  said. 

The  United  Methodist  system  does  a' 
good  job  of  meeting  the  preaching  and- 
visitation  needs  of  a  small  church,  speak¬ 
ers  said.  But  program  and  mission  suf¬ 
fers  in  many  such  churches  because  they 
are  so  small,  several  speakers  said.  For 
example,  many  churches  simply  don’t' 
have  enough  youth  to  have  a  youth; 
program  even  if  they  have  the  money  to 
do  it. 

“We  must  give  priority  to  making  the 
local  church  a  base  for  mission"  and  the 
forming  of  cooperative  parishes  is  one' 
important  tool  for  doing  that,  said  Gladys' 
Campbell  of  Global  Ministries’  Office  of 
Town  and  Country  Ministries. 

“I’ve  seen  the  drudgery  of  a  survival 
mentality  turn  into  the  joy  of  faith  and  . 
fulfillment,”  one  man  said  in  a  testi- ; 
monial  the  first  night. 

The  Rev.  Mel  West  of  the  Missouri 
Area’s  Office  of  Creative  Ministries 
cautioned  that  most  churches  don’t  form 
a  cooperative  parish  until  they  are  facing 

After  several  decades 
on  the  edge,  the 
cooperative  parish  idea 
appears  to  be  catching 
on  rapidly. 

survival  questions.  It  takes  perhaps  eight 
years  in  a  cooperative  parish  to  strength¬ 
en  the  individual  churches  and  develop 
internal  programs  before  the  parish 
usually  is  able  to  reach  out  to  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community  in  a  significant 
way,  he  said. 

More  than  300  persons  came  from  all 
across  the  nation  to  the  consultation  at  a 
state  park  outside  Mt.  Sterling.  Many 
others  were  turned  away.  The  event 
was  filled  with  enthusiasm  and  optimism. 

Many  said  the  real  breakthrough  for 
cooperative  ministries  will  not  occur  un¬ 
til  the  episcopacy  is  filled  with  a  new 
generation  of  bishops  comfortable  with 
heavy  consulting  with  congregations  be¬ 
fore  making  ministerial  appointments. 

During  several  workshops,  leaders  ex¬ 
plained  how  bishops  and  district  superin¬ 
tendents  must  consider  a  whole  parish  — 
not  just  the  congregation  to  which  a 
minister  is  appointed  —  when  matching 
ministers  and  churches.  Several  told  hort 
ror  stories  of  ministers  being  assigned  to 
a  church  in  a  parish  and  finding  out  only 
after  arriving  that  the  church  was  in  a 
cooperative  parish. 

Another  rule  universally  espoused  was 
that  although  ministers  and  district 
superintendents  probably  will  be  the 
ones  to  initiate  the  idea  of  congregations 
forming  a  parish,  the  decision  to  do  so 
must  be  that  of  the  church  members. 

Many  church  members  think  the  co¬ 
operative  parish  is  a  sneaky  way  to 
merge  churches  or  close  small  ones, 
leaders  said. 

Overall,  though,  said  Mr.  Jones  of 
Kansas,  “lay  people  are  more  enthu¬ 
siastic  than  clergy  about  the  parish. 
Rural  lay  people  especially  know  the 
benefits  of  cooperative  efforts  as  long  as 
you  don’t  take  away  local  control.” 

Many  speakers  said  seminaries  need  to 
train  ministers  to  work  with  other 
ministers  and  not  just  to  work  in  the 
traditional  “Lone  Ranger”  style. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders  enough 
magazines  published  by  The  Upper  Room  1908 
Grand  Avenue.  P  0.  Box  189.  Nashville..  TN  3J?D2. 
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Nativity  Church  has  ‘Whodunit?’ 


BETHLEHEM,  Israeli-occupied  West 
Bank  (RNS)  —  For  the  first  time  in  more 
than  three  centuries  there  is  absolutely 
no  prospect  of  a  white  Christmas  inside 
Bethlehem  s  Basilica  of  the  Nativity. 

That’s  because  somebody  fixed  the 
roof. 

Nobody’s  owning  up  to  doing  it,  for  if 
they  did,  it  would  surely  set  off  a 
religious  row  that  would  set  the  spirit  of 
ecumenism  back  at  least  a  century  in 
this  biblical  town. 

Every  activity  in  this  ancient  basilica 
is  governed  by  the  Status  Quo,  a 
document  drafted  by  Sultan  Abdul  Mejid, 
a  ruler  of  the  Ottoman  Turkish  Empire 


which  once  administered  the  region.  The 
Status  Quo  established  precisely  who 
may  do  what  at  what  time.  It’s  a  system 
for  permitting  several  different 
Christian  denominations  to  share  the 
basilica. 

For  example,  according  to  the  Status 
Quo,  at  2:30  pm.  on  January  6, 
Christmas  on  the  Julian  calendar,  the 
Coptic  Christians  are  permitted  to 
conduct  their  Christmas  ceremonies  in 
the  basilica.  During  the  service,  exact 
formalities  must  be  followed,  and  these 
details  are  written  into  the  Status  Quo. 
One  reads,  “During  this  Coptic  service  in 
the  Grotto  (of  the  Nativity),  a  Greek 


Family  brings  home  Christmas  tree 


JACKSONVILLE,  Md.  —  Acquiring  a  Christmas  tree  is  a  family  project  as 
two  children  in  Jacksonville,  Md.,  prove  during  a  recent  holiday  season. 
The  youngsters  hopped  on  the  hood  of  the  family  Jeep  to  put  the  finishing 
touches  to  the  tieing  down  job  which  Daddy  started.  religious  news  photo 


History  of  Hymns 


Origin  of  carol  lost 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
The  first  Nowell  the  angel  did  say 
Was  to  certain  poor  shepherds  in 
fields  as  they  lay  ; 

In  fields  where  they  lay,  keeping 
their  sheep, 

On  a  cold  winter’s  night  that  was  so 
deep. 

Nowell!  Nowell!  Nowell!  Nowell! 
Born  is  the  King  of  Israel! 

The  origin  of  this  traditional  English 
carol  is  buried  in  obscurity.  The  text  has 
been  traced  to  an  1823  collection  entitled 
“Some  Ancient  Christmas  Carols.’’ 

The  music  appeared  with  these  words 
ten  years  later  in  William  Sandys' 
“Christmas  Carols,  Ancient  and  Mod¬ 
ern,”  and  this  version  is  the  one  which  we 
§ing  today." 

error  in  the  opening  line  of  the 
second  stanza  is  frequently  overlooked. 
“They  looked  up  and  saw  a  star” 
refers  to  the  shepherds  mentioned  in 
in  the  first  stanza.  Here  is  the  error,  for 
the  star  appeared  to  the  Wise  Men,  not 
the  shepherds.  There  is  nothing  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  shepherds  mentioned  in 
Luke  2  saw  the  star  mentioned  in  Mat¬ 
thew  2. 


There  is  a  question  about  the  authentic¬ 
ity  of  the  tune  of  this  carol.  Some  suspect 
that  it  is  a  second  melody,  a  countermel¬ 
ody,  or  a  descant  to  the  original  melody, 
that  the  original  melody  is  now  unknown. 

Nonetheless,  the  sweeping  “Nowells” 
in  the  refrain  make  this  an  exciting  carol 
to  sing.  “Noel  is  the  French  form  of  an 
expression  of  joy  sounded  or  sung  at 
Christmas  time. 

The  Old  Engish  form  is  “Nowell,”  the 
Spanish,  “Natal,”  the  Provencal,  “Na- 
dal,”  the  Latin  “Natalis,”  and  the  Italian 
“Natale.” 

Geoffrey  Chaucer,  14th  century  Eng¬ 
lish  poet,  provides  evidence  of  the  early 
usage  of  this  term  in  his  “Franklin’s 
Tale.”  Writing  in  Middle  English,  the 
language  then  spoken  in  London,  Chau¬ 
cer  wrote : 

Biforn  him  stant  braun  of  the  tusk¬ 
ed  swyn, 

And  “Nowl”  cryeth  every  lusty 
man. 

During  this  Christmas  season,  sing 
your  own  Nowells  with  great  joy  and 
make  the  rafters  ring. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"There's  a  Song  in  the  Air.  " 


Orthodox  sacristan  and  an  Armenian 
sacristan  stand  on  the  southern  and 
northern  sides  of  the  Altar  of  the  Star 
respectively.  A  Latin  (Roman  Catholic) 
sacristan  also  stands  on  the  southern  side 
of  the  Manger  .  .  .  While  this  Coptic 
service  is  in  progress  in  the  Grotto  of  the 
Nativity,  the  Syrian  Orthodox  are  not 
allowed  to  stand  on  the  steps  of  the 
northern  staircase  from  the  floor  of  the 
Grotto  to  the  northern  transept.  ” 

Who  can  fix  the  roof? 

Why  are  all  these  Greek  Orthodox, 
Armenians  and  Roman  Catholics 
hanging  around  during  a  Coptic  service 
one  may  ask?  And  why  must  the  Syrian 
Orthodox  keep  off  the  steps? 

Simple.  They  do  this  because  the 
Status  Quo  says  so.  And  that's  why  it  took 
so  long  to  fix  the  roof.  The  Status  Quo 
doesn’t  mention  who  has  the  right  to  fix 
the  roof.  Therefore  they  presumed 
nobody  has  the  right.  And  therefore 
nobody  fixed  it  —  for  more  than  300 
years. 

Actually,  many  people  volunteered  to 
fix  it.  But  everytime  someone 
volunteered  to  fix  the  roof,  everyone  else 
refused  to  permit  it.  This  is  because 


there’s  a  great  fear  that  repairing 
something  is  somewhat  related  to 
exercising  jurisdiction  over  it  —  and 
nobody  holds  clear  title  to  the  roof. 

When  the  Greek  Orthodox  volunteered 
to  do  the  job,  the  Catholics  and 
Armenians  protested  a  bit  more  than 
vociferously.  Beware  of  Greek  gifts,  they 
cried.  After  1967,  when  the  Israelis  began 
administering  the  region,  the  Jerusalem 
government  offered  to  repair  the  roof  for 
free,  and  relinquish  any  and  all  claims  to 
the  basilica.  Sounded  nice,  but  the 
Greeks,  Armenians  and  Catholics  didn’t 
believe  them.  Surely,  they’d  fix  the  roof, 
and  then  paint  it  over  with  a  billboard  for 
chicken  soup  or  matzoth. 

Then,  when  nobody  was  looking,  some¬ 
one  sneaked  up  on  the  roof  and  fixed  it. 


Church  dates  to  330  A.D. 

The  Basilica  of  the  Nativity  is  the 
oldest  functioning  church  in  Chris¬ 
tendom.  It  was  originally  built  by  the 
Emperor  Constantine  in  330  A.D.  In 
1482,  King  Edward  IV  of  England 
became  the  last  person  to  repair  the  roof 
by  contributing  tons  of  lead  which  was 
used  to  coat  and  seal  the  heavy  timbers. 


Dear  Deborah 


How  do  we  help  needy? 


Dear  Deborah : 

Our  church  sits  on  a  prominent  corner 
in  our  medium-sized  community.  We 
have  recently  become  the  target  for  tran¬ 
sient  people  who  seek  money,  gas  food 
and  lodging.  It  is  a  new  experience  for  us 
to  have  so  many  coming  to  us  for  this 
kind  of  help.  And  it  is  a  new  experience 
for  me  as  a  minister.  I’ve  asked  my  fel¬ 
low  ministers  what  they  do  in  this  situa¬ 
tion  and  each  of  them  handles  it  differ¬ 
ently. 

Should  I  try  to  get  my  church  (I  say 
church  since  my  own  salary  barely  sup¬ 
ports  my  family  —  wife,  children  and  my 
wife’s  mother)  to  respond  positively  and 
generously  in  these  cases?  It  seems  to  be 
the  clear  dictate  of  Jesus.  Or  should  they 
be  referred  to  other  organizations  in  the 
community  (of  which  there  are  few)?  Do 
you  know  what  other  churches  have  done 
in  this  matter? 

Gene 

Dear  Gene: 

You  do  need  the  help  of  your  whole 
congregation  in  this  matter.  Yes,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  church 
community  must  respond  to  those  in 
need.  Some  solutions  I  know  of 
range  all  the  way  from  opening  a 
food  and  clothing  closet  facility  in 
the  church  as  well  as  some  over¬ 
night  sleeping  accommodations  to, 
as  you  suggest,  sending  them  on  to 
community  facilities. 

The  decision  about  what  your  par¬ 
ticular  church  should  do  must  be 
made  in  the  light  of  your  own  pray¬ 
erful  consideration.  One  church  in  a 
community  where  the  unemploy¬ 
ment  has  reached  over  the  30  per¬ 
cent  mark  is  providing  free-will  of- 


Cult  ‘brainwashing’  may  be  myth 


By  Religious  News  Service 

A  great  majority  of  young  people  who 
have  voluntarily  left  religious  sects  deny 
that  they  were  psychologically  manipu¬ 
lated,  according  to  a  new  study  that  casts 
further  doubt  on  the  “brainwashing” 
Stories  of  deprogrammed  ex-cult  mem¬ 
bers. 

To  determine  it  perhaps  the  depro¬ 
grammers  weren’t  doing  the  “brainwash¬ 
ing”  themselves,  researchers  have  been 
busy  interviewing  former  cult  members 
Who  left  on  their  own,  looking  for  how  they 
felt  about  their  involvement. 

'  After  interviewing  45  former  “Moon- 
les”  (Unification  Church),  Hare  Krish- 
fias  and  Children  of  God  who  left  those 
sects  of  their  own  accord,  Stuart  A. 
<Wright  of  the  University  of  Connecticut 
Tound  that  41  said  their  participation  was 
entirely  voluntary  and  they  usually  saw 
some  redeeming  value  in  their  experi- 


Prof.  Wright’s  study,  part  of  his  doctor¬ 
al  dissertation,  is  the  first  to  distinguish 
the  responses  of  voluntary  cult  defectors 
from  deprogrammed  former  members. 

He  said  that  the  study  could  be  impor¬ 
tant  in  court  cases  in  which  deprogram¬ 
mers  charged  with  illegal  imprisonment 
have  argued  that  their  tactics  were  justi¬ 
fied  because  of  alleged  cult  brainwashing 
practices. 

The  researcher  acknowledged  that 
groups  such  as  the  three  religious  move¬ 
ments  he  studied  maintain  “highly  regu¬ 
lated  social  environments.”  And,  he 
added,  “without  question,  the  (voluntary 
defectors)  perceived  their  choice,  in 
retrospect,  as  a  mistake.” 

But  most  ex-members  —  whether  they 
left  stealthily  by  the  back  door  or  an¬ 
nounced  their  decisions  to  depart  openly 
—  “often  retained  some  ambivalent  ad¬ 
miration  for  the  movement  or  recounted 
highly  valued  experiences  or  relation¬ 


ships,”  he  said. 

“More  than  one  ex-member  in  this 
study  indicated  that  a  sustained  admir¬ 
ation  or  affection  for  the  movement  was 
not  meant  to  condone  immoral  or  uneth¬ 
ical  practices,”  he  said. 

“In  most  cases  their  parents  had  come 
across  anti-cult  literature  from  parents’ 
groups  and  exposed  their  sons  or  daugh¬ 
ters  to  these  ideas,”  Prof.  Wright  said. 

Prof.  Wright  compared  the  difficult 
break  from  a  religious  sect  to  the  trauma 
of  divorce.  When  the  two  processes  of 
voluntary  disengagement  are  over  a  long 
period,  rationalizing  develops  in  stages 
and  the  ex-spouse,  as  well  as  the  ex-cult- 
ist,  may  retain  mixed  feelings  well  after 
the  split. 

Voluntary  sect  defectors  indicated  sev¬ 
eral  factors  contributed  to  their  gradual 
disaffection,  the  researcher  said.  These 
included  a  breakdown  of  their  insulation 
from  the  outside  world 


fering  dinners  three  times  a  week  to 
all  who  want  to  come.  This  brings  a 
sense  of  community  because  no  one 
knows  who  is  coming  out  of  need  and 
who  is  coming  to  provide  the  food 
and  money. 

It  seems  a  prudent  plan  to  not  just 
hand  out  money.  Usually  a  motel  or 
gas  station  and  a  restaurant  will 
agree  to  accommodate  needs  you  in¬ 
dicate  and  bill  you  later.  It  would  be 
nice  to  near  from  other  churches 
about  their  solutions  to  this  chal¬ 
lenge. 

Mennonite’s 
draft  conviction 
overturned 

By  Religious  News  Service 

A  federal  appeals  court  in  Cincinnati 
has  overturned  the  conviction  of  a  23- 
year-old  Mennonite  who  refused  to  regis¬ 
ter  for  the  draft  and  ordered  a  hearing  to 
determine  whther  he  was  selectively 
prosecuted. 

Mark  Schmucker,  a  student  at  Goshen, 
Ind.,  College,  was  convicted  in  October 
1982  of  refusal  to  register  for  the  draft. 
He  was  subsequently  fined  $4,000  and 
sentenced  to  three  years  on  probation,  in¬ 
cluding  two  that  he  was  told  to  spend 
working  in  a  home  for  mentally  retarded 
adults  in  Marthasville,  Mo. 

In  imposing  the  sentence  and  suspend¬ 
ing  the  fine  while  the  case  was  on  appeal, 
District  Judge  Ann  Aldrich  refused  to  or¬ 
der  Mr.  Schmucker  to  register  for  mil¬ 
itary  service,  saying  that  such  an  order 
would  be  an  “insult  of  what  this  court  be¬ 
lieves  to  be  an  honest  religious  con¬ 
viction”  on  his  part. 

Now  a  three-judge  appeals  court  has 
unanimously  thrown  out  Mr.  Schmuck- 
er’s  conviction  and  ordered  an  eviden¬ 
tiary  hearing  to  let  him  try  to  prove  he 
was  selectively  prosecuted. 

Mr.  Schmucker  had  contended  that  al¬ 
though  hundrieds  of  thousands  of  young 
men  have  not  registered  for  the  draft,  the 
government  is  only  prosecuting  those 
who  have  publicly  disagreed  with  the 
registration  law. 

“I  think  it’s  good  that  the  government 
will  have  to  show  whether  I  was  selec¬ 
tively  prosecuted,  based  on  my  First 
Amendment  rights,"  Mr.  Schmucker 
said.  “It  is  a  victory." 

James  Amstutz,  director  of  draft  and 
peace  counselor  for  the  Mennon¬ 
ite  Central  Committee,  said  he  was  “en¬ 
couraged”  by  the  ruling.  It  means  that 
“the  government  has  to  play  by  its  own 
rules,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Amstutz  said  he  had  spoken  with 
Mr.  Schmucker’s  lawyer  and  felt  that 
“it’s  going  to  be  hard  for  the  Justice  De¬ 
partment  to  disprove”  the  man’s  conten¬ 
tion  that  was  selectively  prosecuted. 


‘ Adoration  of  the  Magi’1  depicted 


This  is  a  reproduction  of  a  painting  by  Jerome  Bosch  (1450-1516)  entitled, 
"The  Adoration  of  the  Magi,”  (Reprinted  through  the  courtesy  of  the  John  G. 


Johnson  Collection,  Philadelphia.)  religious  news  service  photo 


Endowment  doesn  ’f  end 
Graham  Cen  ter  problems 


By  Religious  News  Service 

WHEATON,  Ill.  (RNS)  -  The  Billy 
Graham  Center  at  Wheaton  College  has 
achieved  its  targeted  $15  million  oper¬ 
ating  endowment.  That  ended  one 
problem,  but  questions  about  direction 
remain. 

Donald  Hoke,  the  first  director  of  the 
center  established  to  study  the  evan¬ 
gelical  movement,  left  in  July,  1978.  “He 
was  upset  over  the  museum”  devoted  to 
Mr.  Graham’s  life,  according  to  David 
Johnston,  the  center’s  chief  admin¬ 
istrator. 

Mr.  Hoke’s  replacement,  William 
Shoemaker,  announced  his  resignation  in 
the  spring  of  1982  but  stayed  until  last 
July.  “Bill  felt  the  center  should  have  a 
broader  vision,”  Mr.  Johnston  said.  “It 
really  was  a  difference  of  philosophy.” 


Wheaton  College  faculty  members, 
seeking  higher  salaries  and  increased 
department  space,  have  objected  to  the 
center’s  financial  demands,  its  iden¬ 
tification  with  one  individual  and  its 
limited  use  as  a  training  facility.  About 
one-third  of  the  center’s  floor  space  is 
unused. 

The  center  originally  was  to  have  been 
used  as  an  evangelistic  and  Bible 
training  school  for  lay  people.  The  center 
now  is  “dedicated  to  the  study  and 
promotion  of  world  evangelization”  and 
“exists  to  work  with  Christian  leaders 
around  the  world  in  developing  strat¬ 
egies  and  skills  for  communicating  the 
Gospel.”  according  to  Mr.  Johnston 
"I  think  we  have  a  good  mission 
worked  out,  a  good  set  of  objectives,"  he 
commented. 


Religious  group  seeks 
Missouri  death  law  repeal 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Declaring  that  capital  punishment 
does  not  deter  crime,  a  coalition  of  11 
Missouri  religious  groups  has  called  for 
repeal  of  the  state’s  death  penalty  law. 

“Executions  destroy  human  life,  a  gift 
of  our  Creator,  Redeemer,  God,”  the 
Coalition  Against  the  Death  Penalty  said. 
“They  debase  humanity,  encourage  re¬ 
venge.  preclude  repentance,  and  give 
sanction  to  a  climate  of  violence.” 

Studies  fail  to  support  the  thesis  that 
capital  punishment  is  more  of  a  deter¬ 
rent  than  imprisonment,  the  coalition 
said.  Instead,  studies  showed  homicide 
rates  slightly  lower  in  states  without  a 
death  penalty  or  where  there  was  a 
moratorium  on  capital  punishment. 

The  main  purpose  of  capital  punish¬ 
ment  is  actually  retribution,  the  coalition 
asserted  “However,  retribution  does 
nothing  to  reduce  crime.  Rather,  it  has 
the  reverse  effect,  that  of  fostering  vio¬ 
lent  acts.” 

“These  are  days  of  increasing  vio¬ 
lence,  crime  and  disregard  for  human 
life,”  the  coalition  said.  “At  the  same 
time,  belief  that  God  is  the  Creator  of  life 
and  that  we  are  to  choose  life'  is  at  the 


very  heart  of  the  Judeo-Christian  faith. 

“Somehow  ways  must  be  found  to  stop 
the  chain  reaction  of  violence.  Ways 
must  be  found  to  address  the  causes  of 
violence  and  it  does  not  seem  that  inter¬ 
vention  with  further  violence,  such  as 
capital  punishment,  is  the  way.  We  ask 
for  an  end  to  executions  in  this  state  and 
the  repeal  of  the  death  penalty  .” 

Coalition  members  included  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Catholic  Conference,  Missouri  Area 
United  Methodist  Church,  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  East  Missouri,  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Christian  Church  of  Mid- 
America,  Synod  of  Mid-America  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  Reformed  Latter-day 
Saints  Church.  Catholic  Archdiocese  of 
St.  Louis  and  Catholic  dioceses  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  City,  Kansas  City-St.  Joseph,  and 
Springfield-Cape  Girardeau.  The 
coalition  is  inviting  other  groups  to  join. 

The  death  penalty  was  reinstated  in 
Missouri  in  1972.  permitting  executions 
for  capital  murder  only,  said  Dale  Amick 
of  the  Missouri  Catholic  Conference.  He 
said  there  have  been  no  executions  in 
Missouri  for  decades  but  some  15  to  17 
are  now  on  death  row. 


People  of  the  Bible 

By  KENN  MALONEY 

Can  you  think  of  a  Bible  person  whose  name  begins  with  each  letter  of  the  word 
DECEMBER?  See  how  many  you  get  before  checking  the  Bible  references. 


1 .  He  was  cast  into  a  den  of  D 

lions 

2.  Cain’s  oldest  son  E - 

3.  Persian  king  who  built  God’s 

house  in  Jerusalem  C - 

4.  Mother  of  Timothy  E - 

5.  Was  given  the  Ten  Command-  jyj 

ments 

6.  Ruth's  husband  B - 


7.  Compelled  all  Jews  to  divorce  p 

their  foreign  mates  111 

8.  Succeeded  Solomon  as  king  R 


References : 


1.  Dan.  6:16 

2.  Gen.  4:17 

3.  Ezra  1:1-2. 3 

4.  Tim.  1:5 


5.  Ex.  19:2-25,  20:1-17 

6.  Ruth  4: 13 

7.  Ezra  10:10-12 
8. 1  Kings  11:43 


Answers : 

uieoqot|dH  '«  jjiun;,j  t- 

ejzg  'L  snjA’.y  7 

ZBOfl  9  qjouy  7 

SJSOIV  'S  |«MUEt|'| 


Native  Americans  win  church  allies 


By  RITA  JENSEN 
Religious  News  Service 

The  movement  among  Native  Ameri 
cans  to  assert  their  right  to  practice  the 
religion  of  their  ancestors  continues  to 
grow,  as  does  the  number  of  legal  con¬ 
frontations  between  them  and  the  federal 
government.  And,  while  the  Native 
Americans  frequently  lose  court  battles 
with  the  government,  they  are  picking  up 
important  allies  among  leaders  of  main¬ 
line  denominations. 

Recently,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  re¬ 
fused  to  hear  arguments  in  a  case 
brought  by  50  Native  American  medicine 
men  from  South  Dakota.  The  suit  had 
asked  the  courts  to  bar  tourists  from 
Bear  Butte  State  Park.  The  medicine 
men  compared  the  butte’s  significance  to 
their  religion  to  Mount  Sinai’s  in  the  Ju¬ 
deo-Christian  tradition. 

Government  said  entangled 

Twenty  religious  and  civil  rights 
groups  filed  “friends-of-the-court”  briefs 
in  the  case,  among  them  the  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  U.S. A.,  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Association,  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis  and  the  Episcopal 
Church. 


The  government’s  unique  trustee  rela¬ 
tionship  to  Native  Americans  is  blamed 
for  entangling  it  in  tension  between  the 
“free  exercise”  and  “establishment” 
clauses  of  the  Constitution. 

The  government’s  failure  to  resolve 
this  tension  when  it  is  dealing  with  Na¬ 
tive  Americans  stems  partly  from  the 
trustee  relationship  but  also  from  its 
“long  history  of  antagonism”  toward  Na¬ 
tive  American  religions  and  “the  refusal 
to  treat  them  as  ‘significant’  western  re¬ 
ligions,”  a  recent  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Com¬ 
mission  report  said. 

However,  if  courts  and  federal  agen¬ 
cies  do  not  treat  Native  American  reli¬ 
gion  as  “significant,”  more  and  more  In¬ 
dian  youth  are  doing  so,  according  to  Jo¬ 
seph  E.  Brown,  professor  of  religious 
studies  at  the  University  of  Montana. 

“There  is  an  enormous  change  taking 
place,”  Prof.  Brown  says.  “A  growing 
number  of  young  Native  American  lead¬ 
ers  are  learning  the  sacred  traditions.  I 
see  it  happening  everywhere  " 

Three  major  conflicts 

The  three  major  areas  of  conflict  are 
over  the  use  of  land  held  sacred  by  Na¬ 
tive  Americans,  as  in  the  Bear  Butte 
case:  the  possession  of  peyote,  an  hallu¬ 


cinogenic  drug  used  in  Native  American 
religious  rites  and  the  possession  of  sa¬ 
cred  artifacts. 

The  Bear  Butte  dispute  and  a  similar 
one  the  Navajo  Nation  took  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  in  1981  (to  no  avail,  despite 
a  “friend  of  the  court”  brief  filed  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  other 
religious  organizations)  are  rooted  in  a 
basic  tenet  of  Native  American  religion, 
that  the  earth  is  the  spiritual  mother  of 
mankind. 

John  Collier,  secretary  of  interior  un¬ 
der  the  late  President  Franklin  D.  Roose¬ 
velt,  described  the  relationship  between 
the  land  and  the  Native  American  religon 
in  1938.  “So  intimately  is  all  of  Indian  life 
tied  up  with  the  land  and  its  utilization 
that  to  think  of  Indians  is  to  think  of 
land.”  he  said  “The  two  are  inseparable. 
Upon  the  land  and  its  intelligent  use  de¬ 
pends  the  main  future  of  the  American 
Indian.” 

Unfavorable  rulings  are  the  most  like¬ 
ly  response  to  Native  American  sacred 
site  lawsuits.  Three  U.S.  circuit  courts  of 
appeal  have  considered  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  free  exercise  claims  that  sought  to 
restrict  development  of  government 
lands.  The  rulings  all  resemble  the  1980 
decision  in  the  Navaho  case,  which  treat¬ 


ed  the  practice  of  Indian  religious  rites 
as  an  idiosyncracy . 

Robert  S.  Michaelson,  professor  of  re¬ 
ligious  studies  at  the  University  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia  at  Santa  Barbara,  knows  of  only 
one  case  in  which  Native  American  sa¬ 
cred  site  claims  were  upheld  in  court.  In 
June  ol  this  year,  a  federal  district  judge 
barred  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  from 
building  a  logging  road  through  such  an 
area  in  northern  California  The  suit  was 
brought  by  the  Yurok,  Karok  and  Tolowa 
tribes  who  visit  the  area,  just  below  the 
Oregon  border,  to  have  spiritual  exper¬ 
iences.  The  agency  is  appealing  the  rul¬ 
ing. 

In  the  peyote  cases,  California  and  Ari¬ 
zona  appellate  courts  have  upheld  Native 
American  claims  that  peyote  possession 
is  protected  by  the  First  Amendment 
Despite  these  rulings,  two  months  ago 
police  in  California  arrested  Timothy 
Redbird,  a  33-year-old  Kiowa  Indian,  and 
charged  him  with  illegal  possession  of 
peyote.  The  defense,  that  his  possession 
was  protected  by  the  First  Amendment, 
was  rejected  at  his  arraignment  by  Mu¬ 
nicipal  Court  Judge  Raymond  Hall,  who 
said,  "I  have  credibility  problems  with 
him.  "  Mr  Redbird  faces  a  jury  trial. 
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Methodist  Children’s  Home  News 


The  choirboys  on  the  lawn  and  the  bells  on  the  door  of  Ezell  Chapel  tell  us  that  Christmas  rapidly 
approaches. 


Long  Range  Planning 


Members  of  the  MCH  Board  of  Directors  and  MCH  staff 
came  together  on  November  10  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  long 
range  planning  committee.  The  committee  which  was 
appointed  at  the  October  Board  of  Directors  meeting  is 
chaired  by  Rev.  Don  Hall  and  is  responsible  for  assessing  the 
current  services  and  resources  of  the  agency  in  light  of  future 
needs  in  program  and  services. 

The  committee  heard  the  views  of  local  officials,  community 
representatives,  conference  personnel,  as  well  as  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Resources.  In  addition  to  this  information,  the  MCH 
staff  had  already  been  given  the  opportunity  to  express  their 


views  of  and  goals  for  the  agency  in  the  next  several  years. 

The  committee  charged  the  MCH  administration  with  the 
responsibility  of  putting  the  information  together  into  a  report 
along  with  recommendations  for  specific  future  programs  and 
services.  At  its  next  meeting  in  January,  1984  the  committee 
will  review  these  preliminary  recommendations  and  then 
make  a  final  report  to  the  Board  of  Directors  meeting  in 
March. 

Out  of  this  process  should  come  a  detailed  analysis  of 
forthcoming  needs  of  children  and  families,  as  well  as  a  plan  of 
action  for  MCH  to  follow  in  gearing  its  program  to  meet  these 
needs. 


Lincoln  Parish  Sheriff.  Wayne  Houck,  makes  a  point  before  the  Long  Range  Planning  Committee  on  November  10.  At  table 
next  to  him  is  board  member.  A.  M.  Moody  of  Shreveport.  In  rear  is  MCH  social  services  coordinator,  David  Morris. 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  1977  called  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Task  Force  on  Institutions  to  evaluate  the 
overall  financial  conditions  of  all  the  institutions  within  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
relationship  and  liability  of  the  institutions  to  the  conference 
and  to  recommend  possible  means  of  support  for  the 
institutions. 

For  a  two  year  period  the  task  force  conducted  an  extensive 
study.  Out  of  the  review  of  the  surveys  and  visits  it  was 
determined  that  the  institutions  directly  related  to  and/or 
owned  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  were:  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home;  Lafon  Home;  Methodist  Home 
Hospital;  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital;  People’s 
Methodist  Community  Center;  and  Retired  Ministers’  Homes, 
Inc. 

The  task  force  recommended  to  the  annual  conference 
meeting  in  June  of  1979  that  special  offerings  for  the  six 
ministries  listed  above  be  discontinued  as  of  December  31, 
1979,  and  that  in  place  of  these,  there  be  two  special  offerings 
(the  Good  Samaritan  Offerings)  beginning  in  1980.  on  Easter 
Sunday  and  during  Christmas.  It  was  determined  that  the  goal 
for  giving  in  1980  be  $500,000  and  that  undesignated  giving  be 
divided  according  to  a  percentage  formula  based  on 
conference  giving  to  the  six  institutions  over  the  immediate 
past  three  fiscal  years.  It  was  also  stipulated  that  memorial 
gifts  be  allowed  any  of  the  six  institutions  a  donor  desires.  The 
six  institutions  were  allowed  to  do  cultivation  of  donors  during 
the  other  ten  months  when  there  is  no  offering. 


To  date  the  total  dollars  distributed  according  to  the  formula 
for  undesignated  giving  to  the  six  ministries  has  been  as 
follows : 

1980  -  $254,999 
1981—  251,677 
1982  —  260,000 
1983—  149,056  (to  date) 

The  Good  Samaritan  Offering  has  not  generated  to  the 
$500,000  set  as  the  goal  for  undesignated  giving.  The  Good 
Samaritan  Ministries  have  managed  to  meet  their  budgets  by 
generating  funds  through  various  sources.  The  designated 
gifts  and  the  cultivation  of  donors  during  the  year  has 
accounted  for  a  major  portion  of  support  for  some  of  the 
institutions.  For  others  the  purchase  of  care  for  services  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  local  community  funds  and  grants 
have  accounted  for  needed  revenues. 

The  current  reality  is  that  there  is  a  limited  number  of 
donors  to  be  cultivated  and  at  the  same  time  the  local 
community  funds  and  state  budget  for  services  are  being 
limited  and  in  some  cases  even  cut.  This  means  that  in  order  to 
maintain  current  programs  at  present  level  of  services,  it  is 
time  that  we  reach  the  goal  committed  to  and  set  by  the  annual 
conference. 

Budgets  must  go  up  to  continue  services  in  1984.  Likewise  the 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  must  increase  to  meet  the  need! 
Church  ministries  have  always  been  a  priority  and  certainly 
they  have  never  been  more  needed  than  they  are  today.  We 
cannot  fail  to  meet  our  commitment  to  minister  to  those  who 
are  “beside  the  road.” 


Staff  and  children  enjoyed  the  traditional  Thanksgiving  meal  on  November  17. 


Memorials 


September  17, 1983  —  November  22, 1983 

AMALONG,  Mrs.  Hattie  Bell  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  H.  Summerlin 
ADAMS,  Opal  —  Mrs.  A.  E.  Spence 

ARMSTRONG,  Mrs.  Elaine  C.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  W.  Thompson 
ARRINGTON,  Mrs.  Ava  —  Pauline  Cassel  and  Audrey  &  John 
Mullay 

BAILEY,  Mrs.  J.  G.,  Sr.  —  Helen  Adcock 
BAIRD,  Walter  S.  -  Mrs.  M.  S.  Dodd  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore 
BAKER,  Oren  —  Mrs.  Joseph  Crump 
BANKHEAD,  Jim  —  Ernest  R.  Guy 
BAUM,  Mrs.  Hattie  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  D.  Burnham 
BEARD,  Gussie  Mae—  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Teutsch 
BERNHARD,  Mrs.  Beth  Maynard  —  Bacon  Equipment  Co. 
BOLIN,  “Red”  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elroy  Glosup 
BORDELONE,  Mrs.  Evie  —  Hayward  &  Eloise  Prevost,  Lora 
Golden 

BORDNER,  Mrs.  Barbara  B.  —  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum 
BOUDREAUX,  Cyr  —  Marjorie  &  Raymond  Jenkins 
BRETZ,  Dr.  Marshall  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 
BREWER,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  F.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  O.  Doland, 
Carolyn  Doland  Durand  and  Anne  Doland  Martin 
BRINKMAN,  Paul  F.  —  Mrs.  A.  E.  Spence  and  J.  Milton  Moon 
BROWN,  George  —  Mrs.  Addine  B.  Greer  and  Mrs.  Orrye  B. 
Hayes 

BRYAN,  Don  L.  —  Sarah  &  Wesley  Lockhart,  Alfred  Peevy, 
Drs.  Jimmie  &  Linda  Gilbert 
BURNHAM,  Irene  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  U.  Lusk 
CAUSEY,  Joycelyn  H.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scriven  A.  Taylor 
CHARLTON,  George  —  Elva  Rugg 
CLAIR,  Bill  —  Maude  F.  Zimmer 
CLAIR,  Mike  —  Mrs.  Margaret  N.  Files 
CLAWSON,  Claudia  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harvey  Holemon,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Ellsworth  Wilson,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Miles,  Mrs.  Kathryn 
Dell,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  O.  S.  Droke,  and  Mrs.  Mamie  V.  Rose 
CLEMENT,  Patricia  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gary  Cook 
CLICK,  Perry  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Collins  S.  Thomas 
COLBERT,  Richard,  Jr.  —  Ewing  Timber,  Inc.,  Mrs.  Eleanor 
G.  Pearre,  and  Mrs.  Margaret  D.  Bain 
COLTHARP,  Mr.  Golie  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  C.  Lee 
CONNAUGHTON,  Mrs.  Clyde  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Steve  B.  Smith 
COURVILLE,  Mrs.  Lester  —  Krotz  Springs  United  Methodist 
Church 

COX,  Mary  —  Betty  and  Bob  Smith 
DA  YE,  R.  A.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Zimmerman 
DIXON,  Mrs.  Eva  —  Lottie  A.  Parker 
DUGUAY,  Mrs.  Ruth  -  Harold  &  Ruth  Brown 
DUNN,  Mr.  Beverly  Mills  —  Mr.  &'  Mrs.  James  P.  Madison 
EYRICH,  Clarence,  Sr.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Steve  B.  Smith 
FARRAR,  Fred  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Wright 
FERGUSON,  “Buster”  —  Judge  &  Mrs.  Hiram  J.  Wright 
FOLK,  Mrs.  Lucile  —  Col.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Martin,  Jr.,  Lora  Ella 
Pierce,  Jamie  Pierce,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  G.  Pierce,  and 
Carolyn  McMasters 

FOWLER,  Mrs.  Bea  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Troy  E.  Rushing 
FOWLER,  Mrs.  Marvin  —  Johnny  &  Linda  Bridges 
FRAZIER,  Mrs.  Jessie  —  Judge  &  Mrs.  yiram  J.  Wright 
FREELAND,  Acie  —  Employees  of  Keithville,  Louisiana  Post 
Office 

FREY,  Jeannine  Renfrow  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Guy  T.  Elliott,  Sr. 
FULLER,  Dick  —  Mrs.  Pattie  Mae  Hudson 
GLAZE,  Mrs.  Lillian  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Seitzler  and  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Wall 

GOODMAN,  L.  O.  (Bud)  -  Tullos  United  Methodist  Church 
GORDON,  Mrs.  Aline  F.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  D.  Hindman 
GRAFTON,  George  D.  —  William  &  Gwen  Hamberlin,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Sherwood  Campbell,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Drew  Carey, 
and  O.  R.  Westbrook 

GRAHAM,  Lasca  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  H.  Wright 
GRAVES,  R.  M.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Godfrey  and  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
W.  M.  Snyder,  Jr. 

GRAY,  John  —  Mrs.  Addine  B.  Greer  and  Mrs.  Orrye  B.  Hayes 
GRICE,  Mrs.  Rowena  P.  —  The  Jim  Colvin  Family 
GRIGG,  Forrest  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Jones 
HALL,  Mrs.  Hazel  —  Karen  &  Keith  Evans  and  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Ray  Oden,  Jr. 

HAIR,  Mrs.  Mamie  —  Mrs.  Evelyn  R.  Hartwell  and  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Arthur  Hair 

HARGIS,  Velma  —  Sen.  &  Mrs.  Don  Kelly  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A. 
M.  De  Lacerda 

HARRIS,  Abe,  Sr.  —  Mrs.  G.  E.  Laskey,  J.  B.  &  Mary  Belle 
Holstead  and  Col.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Martin,  Jr. 

HAYGOOD,  Mrs.  Lou  Annie  —  Miss  Kate  Waugh  and  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Beard 

HEBERT,  Mrs.  Lillie  Bott  —  Mrs.  J.  B.  Landreaux 
HEMPERLY,  Mr.  Lacy  B.  -  A.  D.  &  Delta  Hemperly 
HENSON,  Andy  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Collins  S.  Thomas 
HERRON,  Allen  —  Richard  H.  Wright 
HESTER,  Mr.  Lee  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ferrell  Earl 
HIDGON,  Otis  —  Krotz  Springs  United  Methodist  Church 
HIGDON,  Mrs.  Willy,  Jr.  —  Krotz  Springs  United  Methodist 
Church 

HOGAN,  Mrs.  Lucy  —  Lillie  Mae  Broussard  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  S. 
D.  Dunbar 

HOLT,  Meredith  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Collins  S.  Thomas 
HOPKINS,  O.  A.,  Sr.  —  Mrs.  Lela  Rogers  &  Family 
HUCKABAY,  Mrs.  Amber  —  Helen  L.  Adcock 
HUNT,  Mrs.  Yates  —  C.  Curtis  Reese 

JOHNSON,  Mrs.  Cecil  —  Fellowship  Class  of  Caddo  Heights 
UMC  of  Shreveport  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  F.  Moncrief 
JORDAN,  Mrs.  Lessie  —  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Peyton 
KOUNS,  Lauren  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  Oden,  Jr. 

LA  BORDE,  Joey  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Louis  D.  La  Borde 
LANCASTER,  E.  H.,  Sr.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Collins  S.  Thomas, 
Purvis  M.  Copes,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  J.  Lancaster 
LANCASTER,  Mrs.  E.  H.,  Sr.  -  Otha  Lee  &  Dan  Copes 
LANGSTON,  Mrs.  Sue  H.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Zimmerman 
LEWIS,  James  Dewey  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  W.  Sims 
LEWIS,  Mrs.  Mary  Lou  —  Pelican  United  Methodist  Church 
LEWIS,  Melvin  —  Mrs.  Bunk  D.  Smith 
LIPPMIN,  Mrs.  Mabel  S.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elvin  T.  Kilpatrick 
LOFTIN,  Mrs.  Lorene  —  Larry  &  Margie  Spier 
LONG,  Oscar  —  Judge  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Wright 
LOWE,  Mrs.  E.  Henry,  Sr.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Lunsford 
McCASKILL,  Jimmie  —  Flo  &  Curtis  Eddy 
MCDONALD,  Maud  &  Nank  —  Mrs.  W.  B.  Logan 
MCDONALD,  Wilbur  C.  —  Mrs.  W.  T.  Holloway,  Nora  W. 
Viola,  John  Lintott  Family,  Bill  &  Nannette  Lintott  & 
Family,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Nash  &  Family,  Mable  Lintott 
and  Guy  Cox,  The  Ernest  Hogan  Family 
McDonald,  Wilkes  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
McHENRY,  Martin  —  DeWitt  &  Mary  Henry 
McKNIGHT,  H.  L.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Norman  Tyson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  D.  Dodd,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Sexton,  Mr.  Melton  Powell,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  H.  Mitchell,  Mrs. 
Mamie  Brittain,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eddie  Kirkland,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Dan  Crowe,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Dodd,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  H. 


Lawrence,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  D.  Norris,  and  the  Men’s  Bible 
Class  of  Vivian  United  Methodist  Church. 

MACK,  Mr.  —  Gladys  Young 
MALLETT,  Sharon  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eddie  Kirkland 
MASON,  Mrs.  Jo  —  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Kinder, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wilburn  Bennett 
MEANS,  Harry  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leland  Sullivan 
MILFORD,  Mr.  —  Love  Chapel  UMW  of  Haughton 
MINARD,  Judy  —  I.  C.  &  Billie  Turnley,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E;- 
Godfrey,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  E.  Dorroh 
MOAK,  Mrs.  Belle  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  W.  Daily 
MONTGOMERY,  Mrs.  Henry  —  Joe  Mary  Cummins 
MORGAN,  Kevin  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Clark 
MURPHY,  Mrs.  Beatrice  —  Mrs.  Bethel  King 
NAFF,  Mr.  H.  M.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ferrel  Earl 
NEWMAN,  Mrs.  Mina  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sidney  C.  Simpson 
NICHOLS,  Mrs.  Elaine  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  L.  Clark,  Jr. 

NICHOLS,  Mrs.  Rheba  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  N.  Graves 
NYE,  Mrs.  Alice  —  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Boyce  M.  Jolly 
O’CONNOR,  Mrs.  Berlin  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  J.  Lancaster 
OGDEN,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  —  Flo  &  Curtis  Eddy 
PEEL,  M.  D.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wilby  C.  Campbell 
PENNISTON,  J.  W.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Unkel 
PERKINS,  Mrs.  Lenora  —  Kathryn  D.  Roddy 
PHIPPS,  Mrs.  Gordon  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kennedy  Morelock 
PIPER,  C.  A.  —  Mrs.  Margaret  W.  Piper 
PLATT,  Arthur  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Royce  Bird 
PORTER,  Gene  -  Judge  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Wright 
POSEY,  O.  G.  —  Paul  &  Lena  Price 
PRECHT,  Herman  —  Fred  &  Shirley  Dunham 
QUEEN,  Jessie  B.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glenn  H.  Ogden  ; . 

RANKIN,  Mrs.  Margie  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Zimmerman 
REEVES,  Mrs.  Sam  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Royce  Bird 
REYNOLDS,  R.  H.  —  Mary  G.  Harvey 
RIGLEY,  Mrs.  Cora  —  Dr.  &  Mrs.  A.  R.  Kilpatrick 
RILEY,  V.  —  Judge  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Wright 
ROBERTS,  Mrs.  Annie  D.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  Hutton 
ROBERTS,  Mrs.  Rosie  Lee  —  Glenmora  United  Mdthodist 
Church 

ROBINSON,  Mary  L.  -  E.  R.  Guy 

RODGERS,  Roberts  —  Mrs.  Lucile  Eason,  C.  E.  Craig  and 
Mrs.  Lillian  McCoy 

SANCHEZ,  Mrs.  Lillie  -  Mrs.  Kathryn  D.  Roddy 
SANDERS,  S.  T.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Unkel 
SELBY,  Marvin  E.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  T.  Baker,  Jr. 

SELBY,  Tom  —  William  &  Gwen  Hamberlin 
SEVIER,  Barton  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Collins  S.  Thomas 
SEVIER,  Mrs.  Barton  —  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum 
SEXTON,  Mrs.  Hattie  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eddie  Kirkland,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Randal  Purcell,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Norman  Tyson,  Mrs. 
Mamie  Brittain,  Mrs.  Marion  Vowell,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Dodd, 
Mrs.  Jewell  Fitts,  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore 
SHAMBLIN,  Bishop  Kenneth  —  Glenmora  UMW,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Harvey  Broyles 

SHAUGHNESSY,  Ida  —  Green  Clinic  of  Ruston  Employees 
SHOWS,  Archie  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kennedy  Morelock 
SIBLEY,  George  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leland  Sullivan 
SMITH,  Mrs.  Bunk  D.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  E.  Wyche,  Jr. 

SMITH,  Mrs.  Ella  Lea  -  Col.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Martin,  Jr. 

SMITH,  Mrs.  Francis  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  S.  Gallemore,  Open 
Door  Class  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
Elsie  Pullen  Class  of  Vivian  United  Methodist  Church 
SMITH,  Hardy  —  Judge  &  Mrs.  Hiram  Wright 
SMITH,  P.  K.  -  Judge  &  Mrs.  Hiram  Wright 
SOUTER,  Mr.  Erman  —  Beth  &  Shelli  David,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe 
Morefield 

SOUTER,  G.  H.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Lunsford 
SPURLOCK,  Jared  —  Lee  &  Artie  Bergeron,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don 
Stahl 

STORMENT,  Warren  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  C.  Spier 
SWANSON,  A.  E.  —  Mrs.  A.  E.  Swanson 
TANNEHILL,  Mrs.  Bert  —  Miss  Eunice  A.  Dowden 
TAYLOR,  Mrs.  Ruth  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  A.  Luster,  Mrs. 

Gladys  Phillips,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Welch 
TILLEY,  B.  E.  -  Men’s  Bible  Class  of  Vivian  UMC,  Mrs. 
Mamie  V.  Rose 

TIMMERMAN,  Mrs.  Ada  Lois  Porter  —  Miss  F.  Lavinia  Fogle 
TOWNSEND,  Miss  Evie  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Vernon  &  Ethie 
Vernon 

TRUSSELL,  Mrs.  Ivy  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aubrey  Kinnaird 
TURNER,  Mrs.  Lela  W.  —  The  Jim  Colvin  Family  and  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Wilby  C.  Campbell 
TYLER,  Maggie  -  Judge  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Wright 
VALENTINE,  W.  T.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L.  Sly,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  F. 
N.  Gallaspy 

VOLENTINE,  Mrs.  Ila  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  P.  Volentine 
WADDELL,  Mrs.  Paul  K.  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  R.  Hogan,  Sr. 
WALTON,  Marie  —  Lucille  McLean  SS  Class  of  Bastrop  UMC 
WANSLEY,  Mrs.  -  W.  E.  Wansley 
WEAVER,  J.  R.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  M.  De  Lacerda 
WELCH,  Morean  —  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scriven  A.  Taylor 
WILLIAMS,  Mrs.  Lawrence  —  Mrs.  Kathryn  D.  Roddy 
WILLIAMS,  Mrs.  Ruby  —  William  &  Gwen  Hamberlin,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Harry  U.  Lusk,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Welch  and  the  Lloyd 
Williams  Family 

WINTERS,  Ryan  Thomas  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 
WOODS,  Vernon  -  W.  H.  Anders 

WURSTER,  O.  R.  —  Marjorie  Smith  and  Mrs.  A.  D.  Swayze 
YANCY,  Beulah  -  Judge  &  Mrs.  H.  J.  Wright 
YOUNG,  Ella  P.  -  Gladys  Young 
ZEAGLER,  H.  B.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Guy  T.  Elliott,  Sr. 

ZOLLINGER,  Alma  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  F.  Coday 
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And  what  is  Christmas  without  candy?  We  made  9  pounds  of 
hard  candy  on  Saturday,  November  19. 


Support  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering  December  1 8 
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School  of  Christian  Mission  Held 


at  St.  Mark  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Quiett,  work  area.. 
Chairperson  of  Missions,  conducted  the 
local  school  of  Christian  Mission  at  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  Study  Group  topics  and  leaders 
were: 

“Voices  of  Central  Africa”:  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Quiett  and  Mrs.  Johnnye  Welch. 

“The  World’s  Uprooted”:  Mrs. 
Albertha  Hayes  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Myers. 

Bible  Study:  “Luke”  —  Rev.  Bertrand 
Griffin 

“Roots  and  Winds”:  Mrs.  Lois  R. 
Heath  and  Mrs.  Georgia  L.  Jones. 

The  Dean  was  Mrs.  Elouise  B.  Henry, 
with  Mrs.  Eulacie  S.  Chatman  serving  as 
Resource  Leader.  The  studies  were 
conducted  in  October  and  November. 
Pictured  above  (top  photo)  are 


program  participants  and  leaders  for  the 
£t.  Mark  UMC  School  of  Christian 
Mission  (left  to  right) :  Mr.  Kekura  Sesay 
from  Sierre  Leone,  Africa,  Graduate 
Student  at  LSU,  Baton  Rouge;  Rev. 
Bertrand  Griffin,  Leader  —  Luke;  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Quiett,  work  area  Chairperson 
of  Missions;  Mrs.  Ruth  Myers;  Mrs. 
Johnnye  Welch,  Mrs.  Eulacie  Chatman; 
Mrs.  Albertha  Hayes;  Mrs.  Lois  R. 
Heath;  Mrs.  Georgia  L.  Jones;  and  Mrs. 
Felicia  Eghan  from  Ghana,  Africa,  a 
graduate  student  at  LSU,  Baton  Rouge. 

Shown,  left  to  right,  in  the  lower  photo 
are:  Mrs.  H.  B.  Young,  Sr.;  Rev. 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  pastor  of  St.  Mark 
UMC;  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisentery;  Mrs. 
Mary  M.  Gordon  ;  Mrs.  Bertrand  Griffin; 
and  Miss  Lauren  R.  Perron. 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 


Offer  Services  To  Many 


The  Annual  Conference  of  1977  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Task  Force  to  evaluate  the 
overall  financial  conditions  of  the  insti¬ 
tutions  within  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
The  purpose  was  to  determine  the  rela¬ 
tionship  and  liability  of  these  institutions 
and  to  recommend  possible  means  of 
support  for  the  institutions. 

For  a  two-year  period  the  task  force 
conducted  an  extensive  study.  It  was 
then  determined  that  the  Institutions  on 
Missions  related  to  and/or  owned  by  the 
La.  Annual  Conference  were:  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home;  Lafon 
Home;  Methodist  Home  Hospital;  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital; 
People’s  Methodist  Community  Center; 


and  Retired  Ministers’  Homes,  Inc. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Offering  has  not 
generated  the  $500,000  set  as  the  goal 
for  undesignated  giving.  Those  institu¬ 
tions  involved  have  managed  to  meet 
their  budgets  by  generating  funds  through 
various  sources.  The  designated  gifts 
and  the  cultivation  of  donors  during  the 
year  has  accounted  for  a  major  portion 
of  support  for  some  of  them.  For  others, 
the  purchase  of  services  by  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  local  community  funds 
and  grants  have  accounted  for  needed 
revenues. 

This  Sunday,  December  18,  is  another 
opportunity  to  serve  as  we  move  toward 
the  Conference  goal. 


Reflections  From  Baltimore 

The  first  General  Conference  was  organized  by  four  men  and  one  “Paul 
Revere  type  circuit  rider.”  Of  the  83  traveling  ministers  notified,  60  of  them 
came  —  the  farthest  traveling  1,081  miles.  This  took  him  about  21  days  on  horse¬ 
back.  Their  average  age  was  30  years.  They  met  in  Lovely  Lane  Church 
which  seated  aboaut  100  people.  These  ministers  of  that  day  averaged  about 
$64.00  a  year.  Next  May,  some  will  travel  over  11,200  miles  to  reach  Baltimore 
in  time  for  the  meeting  and  they  will  be  able  to  span  this  mileage 
within  a  24-hour  period! 

As  the  first  group  met  in  Baltimore  in  1784,  they  elected  deacons,  the  first 
day,  elders  the  second,  and  superintendents  the  third.  Now  we  will  be  asked,  200 
years  later,  to  thoroughly  study  these  orders  with  the  possibility  of  making 
some  changes  in  them.  At  the  first  conference  they  were  concerned  with  the 
slavery  problem.  Two  hundred  years  later  we  are  still  concerned  with  the  rights 
of  humans.  These  and  many  other  issues  will  be  met  by  the  delegates  next  May 
as  General  Conference  meets  in  the  historic  city  of  Methodism’s  birthplace  in 
the  United  States. 

General  Conference  is  a  legislative  body  whose  function  is  not  to  change  the 
gospel  or  our  faith,  but  to  act  as  the  means  and  ways  to  get  things  done  —  to  re¬ 
interpret  and  to  discover  new  ways  to  implement  our  gospel  and  faith.  The  1980 
General  Conference  dealt  with  22,000  petitions,  and  it  appears  that  the  1984  Con¬ 
ference  may  have  more.  From  a  void  of  zero  women  delegates  in  1784,  we  have 
elected  164 wcjpien  to  the  next  Conference  —  42  of  whom  are  ordained  and  15  of 
whom  wilLbe  serving  as  heads  of  their  conference  delegations.  All  meetings  are 
open  to  the  press,  which  presents  some  risks,  as  things  may  be  taken  out  of 
context.  But  we  feel  we  must  allow  people  to  know  all  that  is  going  on  and  that 
we  must  be  a  witness  to  our  faith ! 

All  boards  were  represented  at  the  Baltimore  meeting  and  presented  their 
proposals  for  the  new  quadrennium.  Minority  reports  were  also  heard.  Some 
brought  encouraging  news  such  as  a  drop  in  the  unfunded  liability  of  Pension 
Funds  of  almost  75  million  dollars  last  year.  Others  brought  areas  and  needs  of 
much  concern.  Boards  have  become  more  inclusive,  but  as  we  were  reminded 
by  Dr.  Woodie  White,  “Racism  is  like  an  onion.  You  remove  one  layer  and  there 
is  another.”  Other  issues  that  demand  our  immediate  attention  are  the  hunger 
".uation  throughout  the  world  and  the  ‘Peace  With  Justice.’  We  have  much 
studying  and  soul  searching  to  do  in  the  months  ahead  as  we  prepare  to 
represent  our  Louisiana  Conference  in  Baltimore  next  May.  Pray  with  us  and 
for  us  in  these  critical  times,  that  our  great  United  Methodist  Church  will  heed 
the  call  and  BE  in  Church  IN  the  World!  ■ 

Nancy  M.  Carruth 
Chairperson,  La.  Delegation 


Overflow  Crowd  Attends  Jr.  Hi  Retreat 


Bv  L.  PATTERSON  CULLIGAN 
Director  of  LA  Conference 
Youth  Ministries 

“You  should  have  been  there!”  was  the 
exclamation  of  many  of  the  233  Junior 
High  youth  who  attended  the  LA 
Conference  Junior  High  Retreat  on 
November  18-20  at  the  Caney  Conference 
Centre. 

;  According  to  the  youth  present,  the 
weekend  was  a  huge  success  as  youth 
from  all  areas  of  LA  United  Methodism 
joined  for  a  weekend  of  fellowship, 
singing  and  spiritual  enlightenment.  The 
event  was  centered  around  the  overall 
theme  of  “Puzzling  Reflections”  as  the 
youth  came  to  understand  their 
relationship  to  spirituality.  Workshops 
were  held  throughout  the  day  on  “Prayer 
and  Devotion,”  “Coping  With  Myself," 
“Relating  To  My  Parent,”  “What  is 
United  Methodism,”  “Decision 
Making,”  and  “Using  My  Talents  for 
God.”  These  were  extremely  helpful  in 
directing  the  understanding  of  the  youth 
in  their  relationship  to  God,  others  and 
their  heritage. 

The  success  of  the  weekend  was  due  to 
the  combined  efforts  of  all  involved. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell  of 
University  U.M.C.  Lake  Charles,  for  his 
enthusiastic  song  leading  and  music 
experiences.  All  of  the  workshop  leaders 
are  to  be  commended  for  their  fine 
efforts  and  for  teaching  each  of  their 
workshops  a  total  of  three  times  during 
the  day  on  Saturday.  Workshop  leaders 
were  Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  Peck  UMC, 
New  Orleans;  Rev.  Jeff  Duke,  First 
UMC,  Natchitoches;  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  Newman/St.  Mark, 
Alexandria;  Pat  Hogan,  Horseshoe 
Drive  UMC,  Alexandria;  Rev.  Jerry 
Hilbun,  First  UMC,  Shreveport  and  Mark 
Evans,  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  all  of  the  youth 
and  many  of  the  adults  enjoyed  several 
hours  of  games  and  entertainment 
provided  by  Rev.  Tom  Howe  and  his 
group  of  volunteers  from  Aldersgate 
UMC  in  Slidell.  The  games  offered  were 
new  and  exciting  and  allowed  the  youth 
to  come  closer  together  as  a  fellowship. 

Of  course,  the  Conference  Youth  Team 
should  not  be  forgotten  for  its  efforts. 


They  were  in  charge  of  all  small  group 
discussions  and  devotional  worship 
services  throughout  the  weekend.  The 
devotional  on  the  immensity  of  God’s 
love  was  especially  well  received.  The 
C.Y.T.  acted  very  responsibly  under  the 
fine  leadership  of  its  president,  Roger 
Templeton. 

The  dance  on  Saturday  night  has  come 
to  be  a  tradition  with  both  the  Junior 
High  and  Senior  High  Retreats.  This 
year,  Adam  Meyer,  a  student  at 
Centenary  College,  did  an  outstanding 
job  as  disc  jockey,  spinning  all  the  latest 
in  youth  music. 

Doing  a  tremendous  job  of  entertaining 
the  youth  with  a  concert  was  the  “Black- 
water  Youth  Band”  from  Blackwater 


UMC  in  Baker,  La.  The  youth  response 
was,  “We’ve  just  got  to  have  them  back 
again!” 

All  this,  plus  the  wonderful  treatment 
from  Mary  Jo  and  Whitey  Whited  and 
their  staff  at  Caney  Conference  Centre, 
made  the  weekend  most  enjoyable  and 
successful.  The  next  Conference  Youth 
Event  will  be  the  Winter  Retreat  at 
Caney  for  all  Senior  High  Youth.  Dates 
for  this  are  February  10-12  and  the 
deadline  for  registration  is  February  6, 
1984.  Registration  should  be  made  early 
as  sleeping  space  is  limited.  For  more 
information,  contact  your  pastor  or  Rev. 
Patterson  Culligan,  Director  of  LA  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Ministries,  P.  O.  Box  3057, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821. 


Dr.  Hull  is 

Christmastide 

Presenter 

Dr.  William  E.  Hull,  noted  Baptist 
scholar  and  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Shreveport,  will  serve  as  the 
Presenter  for  the  Lectionary  TV  series 
during  Christmastide  (December  25  and 
January  1,  1984)  and  for  January  8 
(Epiphany’s  first  Sunday) . 

A  native  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  he 
attended  the  University  of  Alabama, 
Samford  University  and  the  University 
of  Gottingin,  Germany.  He  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  New  Testament 
Department  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and  later  as  Dean 
of  the  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Hull  has  given  lectureships  at  a 
number  of  Universities,  including  LSU. 
He  has  also  authored  books  on  the  Gospel 
of  John  and  contributed  to  a  number  of 
periodicals. 


Dr.  William  E.  Hull 
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Dean  Welcomes  New  Bishop 

Dean  Jack  Cooke  of  the  Louisiana  Cabinet  is  shown  above,  left,  welcoming  Bishop 
Paul  V.  Galloway  to  his  new  role  as  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area.  Bishop 
Galloway  met  with  the  northern  district  superintendents  (Odell  Simmons,  Don  Hall 
and  Doug  McGuire)  at  Shreveport  on  his  way  to  Baton  Rouge.  He  then  met  with  the 
southern  superintendents  and  extended  cabinet  (Bill  Mayo,  Moses  Jackson,  Ken 
Reed,  Stone  Caraway,  Bill  Blakely,  Jack  Cooke,  Harvey  Williamson,  Jimmie 
Caraway  and  Sam  Walker)  at  the  Conference  Office. 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Isaiah  40:3-11 

Today,  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Advent, 
we  consider  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews 
from  their  exile  in  Babylon.  Since  our 
scripture  selection  proclaims  the 
message  of  God’s  preparation  for  the 
great  event,  it  is  quite  appropriate  that 
this  lesson  be  studied  just  before 
Christmas  when  the  birth  of  a  baby 
prepared  for  God’s  salvation  of  His 
people. _ 

*TFis  is  a  powerful* seclion'oT  scripture 
which  begins  with  a  voice  crying  “In  the 
wilderness  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord 
...”  The  divine  voice  orders  that  a  super 
road  be  built  for  God  in  the  wilderness. 
There  are  overtones  of  the  desert  exodus 
from  Egypt  as  the  prophet  describes  the 
special  level  road  to  be  built  for  the 
return  from  captivity  of  the  Babylonian 
exiles.  “The  glory  of  the  Lord  .  .  .”  will 
be  revealed  in  this  great  procession  and, 
having  left  the  temple  when  Jerusalem 
fell  (according  to  Ezekiel),  will  return 
with  God’s  people  to  the  holy  city. 

A  second  voice  speaks,  issuing  a 
command  to  “cry!”  The  prophet, 
recognizing  this  as  a  call  to  become  a 
special  messenger  of  God,  asks,  “What 
shall  I  cry?”  The  instructions  that  follow 
indicate  that,  though  man  and  all  earthly 
things  are  perishable,  God’s  creative 
Word  never  perishes.  Because  of  this, 
Israel,  who  had  depended  upon  her  own 
powers  which  are  now  depleted,  can  find 
her  divine  destiny. 

Jerusalem  is  seen  as  a  watchman, 
proclaiming  good  tidings  to  the  returning 
exiles,  as  well  as  to  the  other  cities  of 
Judah.  “Behold  the  Lord  God  comes 
...”  speaks  of  the  advent  of  God’s  saving 
power,  mercy,  and  love.  His  arm  will 
protect  and  strengthen  the  people;  "he 
will  feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd,  he  will 
gather  the  lambs  in  his  arms,  he  will 
carry  them  in  his  bosom,  and  gently  lead 
those  that  are  with  young.”  The  long 
exile  and  the  separation  from  all  that 
was  near  and  dear  is  over.  The  faithful 
will  return  and  will  know  God’s 
salvation. 


The  exile  was  a  nara  situation  ana 
lasted  for  many  years.  Some  of  the 
people  had  undoubtedly  lost  any  hope  of 
restoration  to  their  beloved  homeland. 
Some  must  have  given  up  on  the  God  they 
had  once  (at  least  tokenly)  worshipped 
and  saw  the  Babylonian  god  Marduk  as 
the  supreme  power  of  the  world.  They 
tried  to  worship,  but,  how  could  they 
worship  without  their  temple?  They  tried 
to  sing  the  old  songs,  but,  "how  shall  we 
sing  the  Lord’s  song  in  a  foreign  land?” 
(Psalm  137:4).  In  Babylon,  there  was  no 
joy,  no  hope,  no  future. 

Then,  suddenly,  the  prophet 
proclaimed  “comfort,  comfort  my 
people”  and  helped  the  people  to 
understand  that  the  exile  was  coming  to 
an  end.  The  reason  for  the  exile  was 
given  them  (punishment  for  the  sins  of 
self-sufficiency,  of  relying  on  armaments 
instead  of  God).  And,  the  promise  of 
forgiveness  and  pardon  was  offered.  The 
return  from  exile  will  be  a  triumphant 
one.  No  twisting  back-road  for  them!  A 
super-highway  would  be  built  in  the 
wilderness,  level  and  smooth.  They  will 
return  in  style  to  Jerusalem. 

One  basic  misunderstanding  had  to  be 
corrected.  The  exiles  had  questioned  the 
power  and  might  of  God,  for  in  their 
viewpoint,  Marduk  had  been  more 
powerful  in  this  confrontation.  Through 
the  prophet,  God  lets  them  know  that  all 
has  been  in  His  control.  Never  has  he 
been  out  of  control  or  less  powerful  than 
any  other  force.  His  Word  would  outlast 
and  had  outlasted  the  humiliation  and 
degradation  of  exile.  His  purpose  could 
never  be  thwarted.  God  gave  His  people 
a  vision  of  himself,  the  voice  crying  out, 
“Behold  your  God.” 

At  this  time  of  year,  as  God  again 
prepares  His  world  for  the  coming  once 
again  of  the  Christ,  we  Christians  can 
look  at  our  situations  and  see  hope  where 
there  has  been  no  hope,  joy  where  there 
has  been  only  sadness,  strength  where 
there  has  been  weakness,  fulfillment 
instead  of  frustration,  love  instead  of 
hate.  As  we  prepare  our  minds  and 
hearts  for  Christmas,  let  us  give  thanks 
that  God  is  God,  that  He  loves  us  enough 
to  give  us  a  Savior  and  that  His  salvation 
is  ours  when  we  accept  it. 


Taylor,  Pomeroy  Continue  Sunday 
School  Lessons  on  Satellite 


Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor  of  Centenary 
College  is  serving  as  teacher  for  the 
December  Sunday  School  lessons.  He 
also  taught  the  September-November 
quarter. 

Beginning  with  the  January  l,  1984 
lesson,  to  be  telecast  on  Tuesday  night, 
December  17,  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  also  of 
Centenary  College,  will  start  the  series 
on  Isaiah  1-39  (considered  I  Isaiah  or 
Isaiah  of  Jerusalem  by  many  scholars). 
Dr.  Pomeroy  will  continue  through  the 


February  26  lesson.  Earlier,  Dr. 
Pomeroy  taught  the  lesson  series  on 
‘  ‘Acts  of  the  Apostles.  ” 

The  Sunday  School  Lessons  will 
continue  for  the  present  funded  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
who  donate  the  satellite  time,  and  some 
of  the  churches  of  the  Conference  who 
regularly  use  the  lessons.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles,  Rev. 
Henry  Bowden,  pastor,  is  underwriting 
production  costs  for  the  present  quarter. 


Satellite  Schedule  for 
the  Remainder  of  December 

The  Lectionary  —  Tuesdays,  12:00  noon 
Westar  V.  Channel  15 

The  Sunday  School  Lessons  — 

Tuesday  December  20,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 
Westar  IV,  Channel  19 

Tuesday,  December  27, 7:30-8:30  p.m. 
Westar  IV,  Channel  23 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Renewed  effort  needed  to  link 
military  aid,  human  rights  policy 


I  HOST  FIRST  WV 
THE  MUSE  U01£  UTIL¬ 
ITY  FILL*,  &«OCEIW 
UHiS,  MW1CAL  Bias 
AMO  CAR  mvWMTS 


AMP  THEN  I  MAKE 
MY  CHURCH  OFFER¬ 
ING  OUT  OF  WHAT'S 
LEFT 


Here  I  Stand 


DECEMBER  16,  1983- 


Where  are  our  pastor-preachers? 


What  many  Christians  regarded  as  a 
positive  trend  in  recent  U.S.  foreign 
policy  was  dealt  another  setback  last 
week  when  President  Reagan  vetoed  a 
bill  designed  to  curb  human  rights  abuses 
in  El  Salvador.  The  bill  would  have  made 
U.S.  military  aid  to  that  country  depen¬ 
dent  upon  the  American  president’s 
certification  of  improved  protection  by 
the  Salvadoran  government  of  its 
citizens’  human  rights. 

Similar  legislation  was  approved  by 
Congress  two  years  ago  when  it  became 
clear  that  President  Reagan  did  not 
share  his  predecessor’s  views  regarding 
human  rights  violations  in  nations  allied 
with  the  United  States.  The  law  repre¬ 
sented  a  responsible  form  of  insistence 
by  Congress  that  the  United  States 
should  never  again  ignore  human  rights 
abuses  in  “friendly”  countries,  as  was 
the  policy  for  many  years  of  administra¬ 
tions  from  both  political  parties. 

One  U.S.  diplomat  defended  President 
Reagan’s  veto  on  grounds  that  have  be¬ 
come  predictable.  He  said  that  requiring 
specific  evidence  of  human  rights  im¬ 
provements  every  six  months  is  “just  not 
realistic.” 

To  the  contrary,  what  we  believe  is 
“not  realistic”  is  an  effort  to  return  to  a 
double  standard  regarding  human  rights 
violations  in  countries  allied  with  the 
U.S.  and  those  allied  with  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  American  public  and  the  world  ap¬ 
plauded  when  the  president  of  the  United 
States  began  insisting  that  basic  moral 
considerations  can  —  and  should  —  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  foreign  policy  considerations. 
Few  disagreed  when  it  was  asserted  that 
our  “national  interest”  includes  a  con¬ 
cern  for  victims  of  injustice  and  oppres¬ 
sion  in  other  lands  —  whether  the  Philip¬ 
pines  or  Afghanistan,  South  Africa  or  Po¬ 
land.  Most  Christians  joined  the  chorus 
of  affirmation  because  the  underlying  in¬ 
fluence  of  gospel  principles  was  evident 
in  that  “human  rights”  emphasis. 

Against  that  backdrop,  the  people  of  El 
Salvador  suffer  under  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
pressive  political  regimes  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  An  estimated  39,000  per¬ 
sons  are  reported  to  have  been  executed 
during  the  past  three  years  by  govern¬ 
ment-tolerated  “death  squads.”  A  recent 
report  in  Time  magazine  says  that  such 
terrorism  continues  unabated. 

Consequently,  we  are  appalled  that 
President  Reagan  would  continue  to  re¬ 
sist  tying  a  concern  for  the  human  rights 
of  the  Salvadoran  people  to  continued 
U.S.  military  aid  for  the  Salvadoran 
government.  His  veto  easily  can  be  re¬ 
garded  as  evidence  of  uncritical  support 
for  a  brutally  repressive  regime.  That 
appearance  —  even  if  not  intended  or 
factually  true  —  undermines  our  nation’s 
moral  leadership  and  discredits  our  con¬ 
demnation  of  similar  brutality  by  adver¬ 
sary  nations. 

We  do  not  believe  the  church  should  be- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


come  involved  in  partisan  political  strug¬ 
gles.  In  this  instance,  however,  we  be¬ 
lieve  the  “human  rights”  struggle  be¬ 
tween  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches  of  our  government  is  at  least  as 
much  moral  as  political.  We  believe  that 
Christians  have  an  obligation  to  support 
those  who  regard  human  rights  violations 
anywhere  as  a  concern  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  particularly  so  if  we  are  providing 
military  and/or  other  aid  to  a  govern¬ 
ment  like  El  Salvador's  under  which 
human  rights  regularly  are  being  violated. 

Accordingly,  we  believe  Christians 
should  urge  both  the  legislative  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  branches  of  our  government  to 
support  passage  of  a  renewed  certifica¬ 
tion  bill  as  a  first  priority  when  Congress 
reconvenes  on  Jan.  23. 

We  should  have  no  illusions  about  this 
bill.  It  is  an  imperfect  means  of  address¬ 
ing  a  complex  problem.  However,  it  at 
least  keeps  the  issue  of  human  rights  in 
the  consciousness  and  the  vocabulary  of 
our  nation’s  leaders,  and  the  leaders  of 
nations  seeking  our  support.  We  also  be¬ 
lieve  that  reaffirming  our  support  for  hu¬ 
man  rights  is  an  especially  appropriate 
form  of  Christian  witness  during  the  sea¬ 
son  when  we  celebrate  God’s  supreme 
identification  with  humanity. 
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By  PHONCE  MITCHELL 

The  time  was  when  United  Methodist 
preachers  were  instructed  (and  expect¬ 
ed)  to  “call  from  house  to  house,"  and  to 
“teach  the  children.”  Those  were  the 
days  of  the  pastor-preacher. 

It  is  different  today.  In  recent  years, 
our  beloved  church  appears  to  have  lost 
appreciation  for  the  pastor-preacher  and 
turned  its  attention  instead  to  the  coun- 
selor-administra  tor . 

We  are  so  busy  trying  “to  be  relevant” 
that  we  “don’t  have  time  to  ring  door¬ 
bells.”  Our  good  news  turns  to  bad  news 
when  the  gospel  we  preach  is  no  longer 
absolute.  It  has  no  cutting  edge  with 
which  to  convict  of  sin  and  offer  forgive¬ 
ness  and  salvation. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  our  public  wor¬ 
ship  and  Sunday  School  attendance  has 
declined  while  the  Southern  Baptists  and 
the  Pentecostals  have  increased  rapidly? 

Preaching  Wesley’s  first  love 

St.  Paul’s  admonition  to  Timothy  was: 
“preach  the  word;  do  the  work  of  an 
evangelist.”  His  biographers  say  that 
John  Wesley  was  a  genius  at  organiza¬ 
tion,  but  it  is  my  belief  that  his  first  love 
was  preaching  and  teaching  the  Word. 
Had  there  been  nothing  to  preach,  there 
would  have  been  nothing  to  organize 
about. 

There  is  a  difference  between  a  coun- 


My  Witness 

From  erotic  to  filial  to  agape  love 


selor  and  a  pastor.  The  pastor  is  a  shep¬ 
herd  of  the  flock  who  not  only  receives 
but  goes  out  after  the  lost,  and  even  goes 
into  the  highways,  byways  and  hedges. 
The  counselor’s  work  tends  to  be  orga¬ 
nized  and  systematized.  The  counselor 
keeps  regular  office  hours  with  a  secre¬ 
tary  to  make  appointments  for  him  on 
certain  afternoons  and  evenings. 

The  counselor-administrator  usually 
has  the  equivalent  of  a  Masters  or  Ph.D. 
in  psychology  and  usually  shows  a  prefer¬ 
ence  for  either  Carl  Rogers,  Carl  Jung, 
or  Sigmund  Freud,  depending  on  the 
slant  his  biases  take. 

The  Word  heals 

The  pastor-preacher  looks  upon  Isaiah, 
Jeremiah,  the  Psalms,  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  the  Epistles  et  al,  as  setting  forth 
the  Word  of  the  Lord  to  purify  and  heal 
the  wounded  spirit,  with  all  the  authority 
of  heaven  and  earth  behind  them.  He 
takes  seriously  Jesus’  promise:  “My 
words  shall  never  pass  away.”  He  looks 
upon  sin  as  humanity’s  problem  —  sin  as 
declared  in  Romans  7.  The  solution  is 
presented  in  Romans  10:9-10:  “If  thou 
shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jesus  and  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God 
raised  Him  from  the  dead ...” 

But  for  the  counselor-administrator, 
looking  upon  a  parishioner’s  problem  as 
sin  instead  of  as  a  psychological  obses¬ 
sion  or  compulsion,  is  thought  to  be 
naive,  like  plowing  with  oxen  hooked  to 


a  crooked  stick  in  a  day  of  diesel  trac¬ 
tors,  tandem  discs  and  air  conditioned 
combines. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  pastor-preach¬ 
ers  who  continue  to  stand  by  the  author¬ 
ity  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  and  believe 
that  “after  you  have  really  preached  on 
Sunday,  everything  else  during  the  week 
becomes  easier.” 

Pastors  should  counsel 

Nothing  I  have  said  above  should  be 
construed  to  mean  that  a  pastor  should 
not  engage  in  counseling.  As  he  does  so, 
however,  he  will  remember  his  preacher 
identity:  The  Gospel  message  always 
takes  precedence  over  his  psychology. 
His  job  is  not  to  soothe  the  nerves  and  melt 
butter.  His  calling  is,  in  love,  to  lead  sin¬ 
ners  to  the  place  where  they  can  affirm : 
“I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who 
strengthens  me.” 

Daniel  Webster  kept  going  to  hear  a 
young  preacher  on  the  outskirts  of  town 
—when  asked  one  Sunday  morning  why 
he  did  so  when  there  were  so  many  big 
and  prosperous  churches  uptown,  he  re¬ 
plied,  “Pastor,  the  big  city  pulpits  al¬ 
ways  address  Daniel  Webster  the  sena¬ 
tor.  I  come  out  here  because  you  preach 
to  Daniel  Webster,  the  sinner.” 

It  is  no  wonder  to  me  that  Dr.  Karl 
Menninger  recently  suggested  that  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  clergy  should  be  dealing 
seriously  with  the  question:  “What  ever 
became  of  sin?” 


By  BEN  H.  LUEBKE 

Different  kinds  of  love  represent  differ¬ 
ent  levels  of  consciousness,  seldom 
thought  of  in  connection  with  the  concept 
that  God  is  Love.  These  levels  may  also 
be  thought  of  as  different  levels  of  com¬ 
munication  or  relationships  with  one  an¬ 
other,  in  connection  with  Christian  per¬ 
sonality  growth,  and  the  quality  of 
friendship  between  individuals  and  na¬ 
tions. 

Erotic  or  sex  love,  filial  or  family  love, 
are  probably  over-discussed  with  a  lot  of 
circular  reasoning  and  confusion  be¬ 
cause  so  little  is  understood  about  agape 
love.  Pentecostal  community  was  an  out¬ 
pouring  of  agape  love  which  gave  Chris¬ 
tianity  its  first  and  most  phenomenal 
thrust,  where  with  one  accord  they  met 
and  lived  at  close  quarters.  The  early  dis¬ 
ciples  and  followers  were  commanded 
not  to  go  out  preaching  and  evangelizing 
until  they  had  learned  to  live  together  in 
community  and  unity  and  “were  imbued 
with  power  from  on  high”  —  agape  love, 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

Patriarchal,  filial,  vertical,  family 
love  had  to  be  replaced  by  brotherly, 
neighborly,  horizontal  love,  whether  to¬ 
ward  Jew,  or  Gentile.  This  was  a  hard 
pill  for  Peter  to  swallow.  The  Gentiles 
were  part  of  the  flock  Jesus  commanded 
Peter  to  feed.  It  was  “grievous  wolves 
entering  in  and  devouring  the  flock” 
which  Paul  warned  against.  These  were 


wolves  of  filial  love,  possessive  and  com¬ 
peting  with  leadership. 

“Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear.” 
Perfect  love  is  agape  love  and  whatever 
casteth  out  fear  takes  away  all  the  need 
for  divisive  doctrines.  There  aie  two 
major  motivating  forces  in  the  world  in 
human  behavior.  One  is  built  around 
fear,  a  driving  force.  The  other  is  agape 
love,  a  drawing  force  of  intelligence  and 
good  will.  Competition  is  fear  of  being 
left  behind  and  the  consequences  of  being 
left  behind. 

Christendom  is  divided  over  which  is 
the  best  way  to  get  saved  from  hell.  The 
world  could  get  together  if  the  focus 
could  be  on  learning  how  to  love,  help, 
and  cooperate.  Erotic  and  filial  love^rre 
divisive  and  selfish.  Agape  love  is  unify¬ 
ing  and  a  certain  road  to  happiness. 
Erotic  and  filial  love  exist  in  terms  of 
love  objects  to  possess  and  fight  over  — 
such  as  leaders,  authorities,  custody  of 
children,  engagement,  legal  marriage, 
inheritance,  etc.  Agape  love  is  a  verb,  a 
spirit  of  helping,  cooperation,  expend- 
ability. 

Why  do  churches  want  to  be  big?  Isn’t 
love  which  brings  out  the  best  in  people 
enough?  To  be  in  the  love  of  God  was  suf¬ 
ficient  to  take  Jesus  through  the  pangs  of  . 
death  and  df  the  crucifixion  along  with  ' 
the  dying  thief.  Christ  had  a  way  of  dem¬ 
onstrating  love  in  every  life  or  death 
situation  in  which  he  found  himself.  How 


can  we  learn  to  use  every  situation 
throughout  the  week  to  grow  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  love  which  go  with  helping  and 
cooperation  in  anything  but  an  artificial, 
made-to-order  situation?  Prisons  may 
become  the  churches  of  the  future. 

This  week's  "My  Witness "  was  written 
by  the  late  Dr.  Ben  H.  Luebke  who  was  a 
member  of  First  UMC  in  Orlando,  Flor¬ 
ida  (Florida  Annual  Conference).  His 
article  is  published  with  the  permission 
of  his  wife. 


Prophetic  judgment  on  the 
church  in  style  of  Amos 


Tit  Christmas 

By  CHARLOTTE  ADELSPERGER 
As  crowds  scurry  in  wonder 
to  elaborate  manger  scenes, 
some  deepen  in  adoration 
for  their  Savior,  Jesus. 

While  some  allude  to 
a  bright,  guiding  star 
others  respond  to 
the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

While  some  plan  numerous  gifts, 
others  pray  for  agape  love 
to  offer  unconditionally 
to  those  who  hunger  most. 

Contagious  commercialism 
surrounds  us  on  all  sides  — 
and  so  does  Christ’s  all  embracing  love. 
“Come,”  He  says,  “Follow  Me.” 


By  DAVID  ADAIR 

When  I  review  “things  as  they  are,”  I 
am  appalled.  I  read  the  offerings  of  the 
proclaimed  experts  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  general  agencies,  and  am  amazed 
that  the  kingdom  depends  on  such. 

A  recent  “revolutionary”  booklet, 
written  by  a  modern  Apostle,  is  nothing 
more  than  a  collage  of  others’  thoughts, 
somehow  being  tied  to  a  central  emotion 
within  the  mind  of  the  author. 

Program  suggestions  are  merely  old 
frayed  shirts,  brought  out  one  more  time, 
in  hopes  that  soon  new  garments  may  ap¬ 
pear.  But,  like  the  Children  of  Israel,  we 
adorn  ourselves  with  the  same  old  rags, 
trusting  that  as  long  as  we  are  in  the 
wilderness,  they  will  suffice. 

But  the  wilderness  is  within  our  own 
eyes,  and  the  whole  world  knows  we  are 
naked. 

We  appear  to  have  despaired  of  ever 
tasting  the  meat  of  the  Gospel,  and  have 
settled  for  hash,  and  oleo.  As  the  great  la- 
menter,  we  say  “there  is  nothing  new  un¬ 
der  the  sun.” 

Of  course  not.  It  must  come  from  be¬ 
yond;  yet  it  waits  our  invitation.  We 
kneel,  become  reborn,  and  become  new 
creatures,  and  then  allow  someone  to  tell 


Worship  services  should  flow  out  of  God’s  Word 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  respond  to  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  of  November  18  headlined  “Is 
‘juggling’  of  church  liturgy  really  wor¬ 
ship?”  I  believe  its  author,  the  Rev.  A. 
Jerome  Cain,  misunderstands  the  use  of 
a  unified  lectionary  in  Christian  worship, 
and  that  his  misunderstanding  leads  him 
to  mislead  others. 

The  lectionary  is  merely  a  set  of  sever¬ 
al  Scripture  readings  —  nothing  more, 
nothing  less.  “An  outline  of  suggested 
sermon  subjects”  is  not  included  nor  is 
“a  suggested  order  of  worship.”  Worship 
should  flow  out  of  the  themes  apparent  in 
the  readings,  but  no  fixed  forms  are  of¬ 
fered  by  those  who  choose  them. 

It  may  be  true,  as  Mr.  Cain  states,  that 
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in  the  past  “all  that  was  said  and  done  (in 
a  service  of  worship)  led  up  to  the  ser¬ 
mon.”  But,  if  this  is  so,  if  the  sermon 
is  the  climax  of  the  service,  then  it  is  a 
pretty  poor  one  at  that.  The  sermon  can 
never  be  more  than  human  words  speak¬ 
ing  imperfectly  on  divine  things. 

How  much  better  is  a  service  where  all 
that  is  said  and  done,  spoken  and  sung, 
flows  out  of  Holy  Scripture,  out  of  God’s 
Word?  And  if  we  cannot  find  words  about 
Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  arising  out  of  the 
Bible,  then  we  will  find  them  nowhere 
else. 

Charles  Tobias 
Belmont,  Ohio 

Liturgy  is  an  aid 

to  worship 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  statement  in  the 
Nov.  18  issue  of  the  Reporter  headlined 
“Is  ‘juggling’  of  church  liturgy  really 
worship?”  This  is  a  very  worthy  state¬ 
ment  which  merits  careful  consideration 
by  all  church  members.  I  find  two  points 
relevant  to  this  problem. 

(1)  The  existing  liturgy  reflects  a 
tradition  growing  out  of  the  experience  of 
many  generations  of  worshipers.  It  has 
prevailed  because  it  has  met  the  needs  of 
those  worshipers.  To  abandon  this 
tradition  is  to  risk  having  a  set  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  readings  with  no  meaning  for  many 
people. 

(2)  The  order  of  the  service  as  used  in 
most  churches  fits  well  with  recent  un¬ 
derstandings  about  the  way  our  experi¬ 
ence  occurs.  The  nature  of  the  human 
brain  indicates  that  it  functions  in  two 
modes.  The  left  half  carries  out  verbal 
and  reasoning  functions.  The  right  side 
carries  out  the  intuitive  and  more  emo¬ 
tional  functions.  The  church  liturgy  re¬ 
flects  these  facts  and  did  so  long  before 
science  detailed  them.  The  right  brain 
function  —  very  frequently  ignored  in  our 
culture  —  may  resemble  spiritual  func¬ 
tioning. 

The  ritual  of  the  church  fits  with  these 
suggestions.  The  prelude  —  as  does 
sound  and  rhythm  in  general  —  tends  to 
activate  right  brain  activity.  So  does 
church  architecture.  One  is  induced  into 
a  worshipful  mode  by  these  sensations 
and  they  should  be  used  by  worshipers. 
To  follow  the  liturgy  is  to  be  helped  to 
have  a  worshiping  experience. 

Ralph  W.  Wright 
Pittsburg,  Kansas 

Lectionary  not  order  of 
worship  or  sermon  outline 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  retired  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  Jerome 
Cain  has  had  an  opportunity  which  I  as 


an  active  pastor  seldom  have,  that  is  to 
hear  what  colleagues  are  doing  in  wor¬ 
ship.  His  comments  in  “Here  I  Stand” 
may  be  well  taken  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18) . 

He  is  mistaken,  however,  at  one  point. 
The  lectionary  is  a  list  of  Scripture  read¬ 
ings  ;  it  is  not  an  order  of  worship  and  a 
sermon  outline.  Sermon  outlines  —  even 
sermons  —  have  been  available  for  a 
long  time.  Today  there  are  many  such 
aids  being  published,  but  based  on  the 
lectionary. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  whole  ser¬ 
vice  cannot  be  based  on  one  or  more  of 
the  passages  suggested  by  the  lection¬ 
ary,  including  the  sermon,  anthem, 
hymns,  call  to  worship,  etc.  Many 
pastors  in  the  past  began  with  the  ser¬ 
mon,  then  looked  for  supporting  scrip¬ 
ture.  This  is  like  building  a  house,  then 
jacking  it  up  and  sliding  the  foundation 
underneath. 

The  minister  should  begin  the  week 
with  serious  study  of  God’s  Word  in  the 
Bible,  and  let  that  develop  into  a  sermon 
and  worship  service.  This  is  exactly  the 
pattern  that  I  and  my  choir  director  try 
to  follow.  And  I  never  cease  to  be  amazed 
when  we  try  to  listen  to  what  the  Bible 
has  to  say  to  us,  how  relevant  God’s  Word 
can  be  to  the  church  and  our  world  today. 

Robert  L.  Kuyper 
Oakland,  California 

WCC’s  Potter  made 
position  clear 

To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  the  article  in  your  Nov.  4 
issue  headlined  “Grenada  invasion  de¬ 
nounced  by  Religious  Leaders.” 

The  last  paragraph  quoting  Dr.  Potter 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  is 
certainly  clear  and  concise.  It  classifies 
Dr.  Potter  for  exactly  what  he  repre¬ 
sents. 

Apparently  in  his  view,  overthrow  of 
the  Bishop  government  by  outsiders  was 
commendable  while  subsequent  U.S. 
action  was  deplorable. 

Merrill  W.  Holmes 
Henry,  Illinois 

NCC  and  WCC  strange? 
No,  just  pathetic! 

To  the  Editor: 

Isn’t  it  strange  that: 

•  godless  communists  can  murder  269 
aboard  a  commercial  jetliner  and  after 
weeks  of  silence  there  is  only  a  mild  rep¬ 
rimand  from  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  National  Council  of 
Churches? 

•  U.S.  Marines  can  invade  Grenada  to 
protect  the  Americans  there  and  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  communist  influence,  and  there 
is  an  immediate  scathing  attack  on  the 
U.S.  by  the  WCC/NCC? 


two  years  ago  the  NCC  sharply  at¬ 
tacked  Edward  McAteer  when  he  pre¬ 
dicted  the  new  lectionary  would  neuter 
God  and  Jesus,  but  now  the  NCC  says 
“the  plan  all  along  was  to  deal  with  the 
male-oriented  titles  for  Jesus  and  God?” 

Isn’t  it  strange?  No,  not  really.  It’s 
pathetic !  Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 

Thurmont,  Maryland 

Billy  Graham  sounds 
like  a  good  neighbor 

To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  the  excellent  interview 
of  Billy  Graham  by  John  Lovelace 
(UMR,  Nov.  18). 

With  Billy  Graham  ranking  in  the  Gal¬ 
lup  Poll’s  “10  most  admired  men  in  the 
world”  for  32  consecutive  years,  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  think  of  him  as  the 
man  next  door. 

Mr.  Lovelace  drew  for  us  a  word 
picture  of  Billy  Graham,  a  man  with  no 
plans  for  his  retirement,  who  agonizes 
over  decisions,  and  keeps  in  touch  with 
his  family.  Sounds  like  he  would  be  a 
good  neighbor.  Dorothy  Herron 

Houston,  Texas 

Support  for  those  who 

disagree  in  Christian  love 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  the  Nov.  11  issue,  containing 
Ruth  L.  Harder’s  letter.  Praise  the  Lord 
for  her  insight,  and  for  calling  each  of  us 
to  task.  Many  times  the  way  we  express 
our  stance  violates  the  fundamental 
position  of  Christian  love.  Apparently 
this  lack  of  love  by  others  prompted  the 
article  by  Ruby  Mae  Jones  and  Elizabeth 
Brownlow  in  “Here  I  Stand”  calling  us  to 
love  our  brethren,  whether  liberal,  con¬ 
servative,  charismatic,  pentecostal  etc. 

Jesus  said,  “learn  of  Me.”  If  we  would 
truly  do  so,  many  of  the  theological 
swords  we  use  against  each  other  would 
become  plow  blades  in  the  Kingdom, 
making  the  way  ready  for  His  coming. 

Take  a  stand?  By  all  means,  but  do  so 
in  love!  Stephen  did  it  and  it  cost  him  his 
life,  for  the  anger  and  sword  was  not  in 
his  hand!  Richard  E.  Held 

Elkhom  City,  Kentucky 

Church  role  in  fcDay 

After’  most  shocking 

To  the  Editor: 

To  me  the  most  shocking  part  of  the  re¬ 
cent  ABC  TV  film,  “The  Day  After,”  was 
the  glimpse  of  a  church  service  for  which 
dazed  survivors  had  gathered  in  a  ruined 
sanctuary.  What  a  caricature  of  orga¬ 
nized  religion!  There  was  a  snatch  of 
Scripture  describing  a  scene  of  destruc¬ 
tion,  and  then  the  pastor  gave  thanks  that 


those  present  were  alive,  and  that  God 
had  destroyed  those  who  had  tried  to 
destroy  them. 

By  ones  and  twos,  the  people  began  to 
leave.  Truly  all  was  lost.  Homes,  health, 
work,  and  loved  ones  were  gone,  and 
even  the  church  had  failed  them. 

Is  this  the  popular  image  of  the 
church:  a  ridiculous,  irrelevant 
charade? 

What  texts  would  our  United  Methodist 
clergy  choose  for  such  a  “day  after?” 
What  comfort  would  they  extend?  Or, 
better,  what  does  the  church  have  to  say 
to  us  in  these  days  before  nuclear  holo¬ 
caust?  Can  we  believe  and  apply  what 
Jesus  taught  and  exemplified  of  love  and 
forgiveness?  Can  obedience  to  God  still 
save  for  us  the  Eden  of  our  beautiful 
world?  Wilma  M.  Cope 

Rellmore,  New  York 
Reader  happy  that 
Armstrong  resigned 
To  the  Editor : 

Although  I  wish  him  well  in  all  endeav¬ 
ors,  I  was  happy  to  learn  from  the  Re¬ 
porter  (Nov.  25)  that  the  Rev.  James 
Armstrong  has  resigned  as  a  bishop  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  well  as 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  It  seems  as  if  Mr.  Armstrong 
has  taken  on  too  much,  and  he  has  been 
rebuked  by  many  church  members  for 
his  extreme  liberalism. 

It  would  be  great  if  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  with  its  left-leaning  policies, 
would  withdraw  from  both  the  National 
and  the  World  Councils  of  Churches. 
Then,  I  believe  we  would  see  a  rebuilding 
rather  than  a  declining  membership. 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Georgia 
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us  how  a  new  creature  is  supposed  to  be¬ 
have.  How  in  the  world  would  they  know? 
We  see  the  bonds  that  have  been  broken, 
and  gather  them  up,  and  knit  for  our¬ 
selves  strait- jacket  sanctuaries. 

Finally,  in  the  course  of  time,  some 
small  childish  mind  says:  “I  wonder” 
and  then  we  take  offense  and  ask:  “Who 
do  you  think  you  are?  God?  ” 

We  are  bombarded  by  offerings  of  de¬ 
votional  materials,  and  in  truth  some  of 
them  ought  to  be  declared  unfit  for  hu¬ 
man  consumption  by  the  FDA,  due  to 
mislabeling. 

We  suffer  for  the  old  time  religion,  that 
allowed  us  to  have  slavery,  and  buy 
heaven  for  a  tithe,  and  kill  our  enemies 
for  God.  It  was  a  religion  that  was  forced 
to  save  us  if  we  demanded  it.  Oh,  we’ve 
always  known  about  “praying  for  our 
enemies,”  but  with  our  luck  running  as  it 
has,  it’d  be  our  misfortune  for  us  to  have 
Him  answer  that  prayer. 

Sometimes,  I  feel  that  the  body  of 
Christ  is  a  great  ox,  and  there  is  a  little 
Cokesbury  ring  in  its  nose;  and  it  fiqds  so 
much  comfort  in  that  little  ring  that  it 
cannot  see  the  freedom  beyond. 

“We  have  oppressed  the  world” ; 

“Dear  Lord,  forgive  us.” 

“We  are  gluttons,  in  the  shadow  of 
starvation”; 

“Dear  Lord,  forgive  us.” 

“We  are  rich,  and  Lazarus  is  lying  in 
our  yard”; 

“Dear  Lord,  forgive  us.”  Now,  let’s 
beat  it  from  here,  else  the  line  at 
the  cafeteria  will  be  too  long ! 

200  years  of  this?  Pull  the  ring  and 
we’ll  celebrate! 

This  week’s  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Phonce  Mitchell  of  Oswego,  Kansas  and 
a  member  of  the  Kansas  East  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  Rev.  David  Adair,  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  with  offices  in  Oklahoma 
City. 


Do  the  daily  newspapers 
in  your  area  do  a  fair 
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IF  not,  you  may  want  to  call 
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Nativity  stables  remind  craftsman 


S  ALIN  A,  Kans.  —  For  an  additional  touch  of  realism  Frank  McBride 
meticulously  builds  a  stone  fence  beside  one  of  his  stables  using  bits  of 
hand-chipped  limestone.  elma  and  willard  waltner  photos 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

S ALINA,  Kan.  —  Frank  McBride  has 
helped  many  people  “put  Christ  into 
Christmas"  for  the  past  18  years  with  his 
hobby  of  building  miniature  stables  for 
Christmas  nativity  creches.  He  has  com¬ 
pleted  over  400. 

“I  consider  my  hobby  a  ‘building 
ministry’  because  the  stables  depict  the 
birthday  of  our  Savior,  and  it’s  my  wit¬ 
ness  for  my  faith,"  explained  Mr. 
McBride,  an  active  member  and  long¬ 
time  leader  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

“Christmas  is  Jesus,"  he  continued, 
“and  the  stables  help  remind  adults  of 
the  origin  of  the  holiday." 

The  creches  are  especially  a  favorite 
with  children,  according  to  Mr.  McBride. 
“There’s  a  lot  more  to  Christmas  than 
Santa  Claus,  and  the  stables  give  chil¬ 
dren  a  Christmas  vision.  Children  love  to 
handle  them,  and  they  should.  Our  re¬ 
ligion  isn’t  something  you  put  up  on  a 
shelf.’’ 

Mr.  McBride,  60,  is  a  partner  in  a  local 
grain  company  and  builds  the  stables  in 
his  spare  time.  He  goes  home  daily  for 
lunch  and  spends  a  half  hour  with  his  on¬ 
going  hobby.  Also  most  weekends  are 
devoted  to  the  craft. 

Describing  himself  as  “pretty  handy 
with  a  saw  and  hammer,"  Mr.  McBride 
admits  that  he  hasn’t  always  been  an 
accomplished  wood  craftsman.  “During 
high  school  I  took  manual  training,"  he 
said,  “and  it  took  me  over  four  years  to 
finish  one  wooden  chest.  ’  ’ 

The  handcrafted  stables  are  a  com¬ 
posite  of  the  style  of  barns  in  the  Kansas 


area  and  of  Mr.  McBride’s  mental  image 
of  the  original  nativity  shelter. 

Custom-made  for  nativity  figurines 
three  to  five  inches  in  height,  the  stables 
are  crafted  from  “classic  weathered 
barn  wood"  which  Mr.  McBride  pain¬ 
stakingly  garners  from  75-to-100-year-old 
barns.  “The  silver-gray  wood  gives  the 
creches  a  natural  effect  because  it  has 
been  bleached  and  sandblasted  by  the 
sun,  wind  and  rain,"  he  said. 

A  stable  is  priced  at  about  $125,  and 
each  is  signed,  numbered  and  dated  by 
Mr.  McBride  so  he  may  keep  records  on 
their  location.  His  records  reveal  that  the 
stables  are  in  39  U.S.  states  and  parts  of 
Germany.  He  uses  two  basic  models  for 
the  stables;  the  “lean-to,"  which  has  the 
animals  on  one  side  of  the  manger  area, 
and  the  “symmetrical”  with  the  animals 
on  both  sides. 

Mr.  McBride  gives  away  a  sizable 
number  of  the  stables  to  friends  and 
family,  and  he  prefers  to  know  each 
person  for  whom  he  makes  a  stable.  “I 
get  more  pleasure  out  of  building  when  I 
know  the  person  I  am  constructing  it 
for,"  he  said. 

A  long-time  admirer  of  weathered  barn 
wood,  he  got  the  idea  of  building  a  stable 
in  1965  when  he  used  some  aged  wood  to 
build  a  partition  for  the  family’s 
recreation  room.  His  wife,  Emma,  sug¬ 
gested  that  he  use  the  scraps  to  build  a 
barn  for  a  nativity  scene  for  their  four 
children. 

The  first  stable,  which  his  family  keeps 
on  display  year  round,  received  praise 
from  several  persons  and  prompted  him 
to  build  a  second  one,  which  he  offered  to 
Hall’s,  a  Kansas  department  store  chain. 


of  Christ  all  year 


SALINA,  Kans.  —  Frank  McBride  carefully  positions  nativity  figurines 
around  the  family  creche.  The  creche  is  on  display  year-round  in  the 
McBride  home. 


The  buyer  liked  it,  and  the  store  sold  Mc¬ 
Bride-built  stables  for  five  years. 

Traditionally  on  the  Sunday  before 
Christmas,  Mr.  McBride  places  his 
family  creche  on  the  altar  at  his  church. 
The  church  also  has  a  creche  of  its  own 
displayed  in  the  parlor. 

Following  an  exacting  process,  Mr. 
McBride  assembles  the  stables  by  initially 
nailing  the  basic  frame  together.  Then 
eight-inch  veneer  slices  of  barn  wood  are 
attached  to  the  sides,  front  and  back. 

He  scours  the  Kansas  countryside  for 
additional  touches  of  realism.  Gnarled 
and  weathered  tree  branches  are  used  as 
front  posts.  Twigs  and  sticks  worn 
smooth  by  wind  and  rain  are  installed  as 


a  stall  rail  “that  a  miniature  cow  or  don¬ 
key  may  have  rubbed  smooth  with  its 
neck  as  it  tried  to  relieve  an  itch." 

The  miniatures  feature  hay  lofts  com¬ 
plete  with  “native  prairie  hay"  and 
chipped  limestone  fences.  Also,  twigs 
resembling  miniature  tree  stumps  and 
pebbles  covered  with  moss  and  lichen 
are  arranged  outside  the  stables. 

“One  of  my  most  pleasurable 
memories  is  of  the  family  which  would 
set  up  one  of  my  stables  on  Thanksgiving 
day.  Before  the  mother  had  the  turkey  off 
the  table,  the  child  was  begging  for  the 
creche,"  he  laughed.  “Children  are  not 
the  primary  target  of  my  creches,”  he 
said,  "but  that’s  where  we  need  to  start.” 


Two  religious 

groups  stage  acts 
as  peace  witness 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


The  “Worldwide  Ecumenical  Call  for  Christmas”  has  been  issued  to 
member  churches  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  to  all  bishops  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  non-governmental  organizations  and  to  the 
media.  Since  1980,  individuals  and  communities  have  joined  to  create  a 
“chain  of  peace  and  light”  by  lighting  a  “flame  of  peace”  on  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  Advent,  this  year  Dec.  18. 


Associate  Editor 

Concerned  that  the  United  States  may 
be  backing  increased  violence  in  Central 
America,  two  groups  of  American  Chris¬ 
tians  last  week  attempted  to  go  there  and 
stage  “acts  for  peace.” 

They  had  mixed  success : 

One  group  arrived  Tuesday  at  the  bat¬ 
tle-tom  Nicaragua-Honduras  border, 
vowing  to  “stand  in  the  way"  of  any  U.S. 
invasion  of  Nicaragua. 

A  group  of  Canadian  and  U.S.  church 
women  attempted  to  fly  to  Honduras  to 
conduct  three  days  of  prayer  vigils  at 
U.S.  military  installations  there. 

One  planeload  from  Miami  landed,  but 
the  women  were  not  allowed  to  disem¬ 
bark  and  the  plane  was  forced  to  fly 
back. 

Another  group  of  women  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  never  got  on  the  plane  as  the  Hon¬ 
duras  president  sent  word  that  they  were 
not  welcome  in  his  country. 

Drama  at  airports 

The  Peace  Pilgrimage  to  Honduras 
was  organized  by  a  new  coalition  of  reli¬ 
gious  groups  of  which  Church  Women 
United  is  a  main  component. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  organi¬ 
zation  sent  information  to  its  members, 
and  several  were  in  the  group. 

An  Air  Florida  plane  with  about  60  of 
the  women  aboard  landed  Monday  after- 

•  noon  at  the  airport  of  the  capital  city  of 
!  Tegucigalpa,  said  Ann  Pillsbury,  spokes¬ 
woman  of  Church  Women  United. 

Ms.  Pillsbury,  who  talked  with  several 
■  of  the  women  on  board,  said  the  plane 
.  was  not  allowed  to  taxi  to  the  terminal 

•  but  was  stopped  far  out  on  the  runway. 

“A  van  full  of  armed  Hondurans  came 
;  out  to  meet  it.  Some  armed  men  came  on 

•  board.  They  let  only  Honduran  nationals 
get  off.  Press  people  in  Honduras  who 

'  had  come  to  meet  the  group  were  not  al- 
'  lowed  into  the  airport.  The  plane  refueled 
.  and  was  sent  back  to  Miami.” 

Asked  if  the  women  were  frightened, 

•  she  sflid:  “They  stayed  cool.  Remember, 
!  these  are  seasoned  church  women.” 

In  New  Orleans,  the  women  reported 
!  that  while  waiting  to  board  their  flight  on 


the  Honduran  state-owned  airline  Sahsa, 
the  airline  received  a  telex  from  Presi¬ 
dent  Cordoba  saying:  “From  now  on, 
permanently,  it  is  prohibited  to  transport 
the  nuns  of  the  Jesuit  religion  or  the 
Maryknolls  to  the  Republic  of  Honduras.” 

When  the  some  100  women  told  airline 
representatives  that  there  were  no  Mary¬ 
knolls  or  Jesuits  among  them,  President 
Cordoba  sent  another  message  saying 
simply  that  all  of  the  women  affiliated 
with  the  Peace  Pilgrimage  were 
barred  from  entering  the  country,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  women  said. 

In  Washington,  supporters  of  the  wo¬ 
men  responded  quickly  by  staging  a 
prayer  vigil  outside  the  Honduras  em¬ 
bassy  to  protest  the  action.  Some  of  the 
leaders  said  they  would  ask  the  U.S. 
State  Department  to  intervene. 

A  State  Department  spokeswoman  told 
the  Reporter  that  the  women’s  problem 
in  getting  into  Honduras  was  an  internal 
matter  of  the  Honduran  government. 

“The  Honduran  government  says  it  be¬ 
lieves  the  women  would  be  involved  in  a 
political  activity,”  she  said.  “And  politi¬ 
cal  activity  by  foreigners  is  prohibited  in 
Honduras." 

A  Honduran  immigration  agent  said 
the  women  were  turned  back  “because 
they  came  to  preach  things  that  are  not 
appropriate  for  the  people,”  according  to 
a  United  Press  International  report. 

However,  Ms.  Pillsbury  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  the  women  had  not  intended  to 
preach  anything. 

U.S.  camps  prayer  target 

The  160  women  had  no  plans  to  join 
with  other  groups  or  to  do  anything  else 
except  to  pray  for  peace  in  Central 
America,  Ms.  Pillsbury  said. 

They  planned  to  do  that  at  three 
places:  a  U.S.  Army  encampment  at  Tal- 
merola,  a  U.S.  navy  base  at  San  Lorenzo 
and  a  newly  redesigned  American  “bat¬ 
tlefield”  hospital  in  Comayasua 
equipped  to  treat  3,000  casualties,  Ms. 
Pillsbury  said. 

A  State  Department  spokeswoman 
said  those  U.S.  bases  are  temporary  for 
the  2,000-3,000  U.S.  troops  involved  in 
joint  exercises  with  Honduran  troops. 


The  exercises  started  in  August  and  are 
scheduled  to  run  through  February,  she 
said. 

She  said  the  exercises  are  supposed  to 
send  a  message  to  countries  such  as 
Nicaragua  that  the  U.S.  will  not  abandon 
its  allies  and  also  to  afford  practice  to 
U.S.  and  Honduran  troops. 

Many  U.S.  religious  leaders  have  ex¬ 
pressed  fear  that  the  U.S.  is  preparing  a 
full-scale  invasion  against  the  Marxist- 
oriented  Nicaraguan  ruling  junta. 

Ms.  Pillsbury  said  that  although  the 
women  chose  to  pray  at  U.S.  military  in¬ 
stallations,  their  prayers  were  to  be  for 
peace  from  all  military  sources  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America. 

She  said  the  women  would  not  have  en¬ 
gaged  in  any  acts  of  civil  disobedience.  If 
denied  entrance  to  the  military  bases, 
the  women  would  peacefully  have  moved 
somewhere  else  to  pray,  she  said. 

The  Peace  Pilgrimage  was  orga¬ 
nized  by  a  new  coalition  called  Prayer  for 
Peace  in  Central  America.  All  partici¬ 
pants  had  to  be  “religious  women"  and 
interested  in  doing  non-violent  work,  Ms. 
Pillsbury  said. 

The  groups  included  at  least  seven 
United  Methodist  Women,  according  to 
United  Methodist  News  Service:  Ellen 
Kirby,  a  staff  member  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries;  Betty  Gordon,  a  Wo¬ 


men’s  Division  director;  Laura  Veatch, 
Ellenville,  N.Y.;  the  Rev.  Miriam  Crist, 
East  Quogue,  Long  Island,  N.Y.;  Sheila 
Collins,  New  Rochelle,  N.Y.;  Elizabeth 
Fairbanks,  Wakefield,  Mass.,  and  Joan 
Laney  Vaughan,  Jackson,  Tenn. 

Border  witness  to  be  continuous 

Fourteen  members  of  another  new 
group,  Witness  for  Peace  in  Nicaragua, 
left  the  United  States  two  weeks  ago  and 
arrived  Dec.  6  in  Jalapa,  a  Nicaraguan 
border  city  that  has  been  a  frequent  tar¬ 
get  of  attacks  by  U.S. -backed  guerrillas. * 

They  described  the  witness  as  an  effort 
to  save  the  lives  of  Nicaraguans  under  at¬ 
tack  near  the  border,  force  reconsidera¬ 
tion  of  U.S.  policy  toward  Nicaragua,  and 
show  the  people  there  that  many  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  disagree  with  what  their 
government  is  doing. 

Enough  groups  have  already  signed  up 
to  bring  the  “border  witness"  through 
May,  organizers  said. 

At  this  time  the  group  has  some  main¬ 
line  Protestant  members  but  primarily  is 
composed  of  persons  from  social  activist 
evangelical  groups,  Roman  Catholics 
and  members  of  traditional  peace 
churches. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  in  Atlanta,  is  on  the  advisory 
board.  He  announced  that  he  plans  to 
lead  a  team  of  black  church  leaders  to 
the  border  when  the  first  group  returns. 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  —  United  Method¬ 
ist  individuals  or  groups  wishing  to  help 
enlarge  the  missionary  force  of  the 
church  may  do  so  through  a  newly-cre¬ 
ated  World  Division  Advance  Special  for 
“Emerging  Personnel  and  Program 
Needs.” 

The  Advance  Committee  of  the  church 
approved  the  new  advance  category  dur¬ 
ing  their  meeting  here  Nov.  28-29  and  set 
a  goal  of  $2  million  for  1983-84. 

The  Advance  is  a  channel  of  “second- 
mile”  giving  beyond  funds  apportioned 
:  to  the  local  church.  Administration  of  the 
Advance  is  supported  through  the  ap¬ 
portioned  giving  channels  so  that  100  per- 
'  cent  of  each  designated  gift  to  the  Ad- 
\  vance  is  sent  to  the  project  or  program. 

;  More  than  2,000  opportunities  for  Ad- 
!  vance  giving  are  listed  in  a  Partnership 
in  Mission  catalog  issued  every  other 
,  year.  During  the  35  years  of  the  Advance, 

;  more  than  $350  million  has  been  raised, 
i  Bringing  the  proposal  for  the  mission- 
1  ary  personnel  advance  to  the  committee 
,'  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Germany,  staff 
\  member  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
I  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Dr.  Germany 
‘  said  the  division  has  37  requests  for  mis¬ 


sionaries  in  Africa,  Europe,  Asia,  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  to  which  it  is 
unable  to  respond  because  of  insufficient 
funds. 

The  22-member  Advance  Committee  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  also  approved  93  projects  for 
new  or  continued  support  through  the  ad¬ 
vance  with  a  total  goal  of  $3,622,278. 
Funding  requests  are  screened  carefully 
by  one  of  four  teams  in  the  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee  representing  Africa  and  Latin 
America;  Asia  and  Europe;  the  National 
Division;  and  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

The  committee,  chaired  by  Bishop  Joel 
D.  McDavid  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  heard  staff 
executive  William  T.  Carter,  New  York, 
report  that  total  general  advance  gifts 
during  the  current  quadrennium  ending 
Dec.  31, 1984,  are  projected  at  $80  million. 
That  projection  represents  an  increase  of 
$6  million  beyond  the  past  quadren- 
ni urn’s  receipts. 

More  than  half  of  the  denomination’s 
38,000  congregations  are  giving  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  program,  according  to  Dr.  Carter. 

Among  the  projects  recommended  for 
new  or  continued  Advance  support  are  a 
church  building  in  Zimbabwe,  a  youth 


program  in  Burma,  bicycles  in  India,  a 
nutrition  program  in  Honduras  and  a 
rural  meals  program  in  Obion,  Tenn. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  projects  ap¬ 
proved  was  $20,000  during  the  next  two 
years  to  help  repair  church  buildings  in 
Cuba.  Dr.  Germany  said  a  delegation  of 
Cuban  Methodists  recently  attending  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  New  York  reported  that  church 
buildings  across  the  country  have  had  lit¬ 
tle  repair  for  20  years.  In  the  current  Cu¬ 
ban  context  the  church  may  only  preach 
and  have  services  or  do  its  work  within  a 
church  building,  according  to  Dr.  Ger¬ 
many.  Two  churches  have  already  fallen 
because  of  lack  of  maintenance  and  the 
Cuban  church  leaders  fear  that  the  work 
and  influence  of  the  church  will  be  de¬ 
creased  as  buildings  deteroriate. 

The  committee  also  approved  $30,000 
toward  the  construction  of  a  chapel  at 
Methodist  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  Korea  and  $20,000  for  scholarships 
there.  The  Korean  Church  is  hoping  to 
reach  a  membership  of  one  million  by  its 
Centennial  in  1984-85,  Dr.  Germany  re¬ 
ported.  He  said  funds  are  needed  to  help 
fill  the  desperate  need  for  trained  lead¬ 
ers. 


“Killers”  move  both  ways 

A  State  Department  spokeswoman  told 
the  Reporter  that  its  main  concern  about 
the  new  group  is  that  it  is  going  to  a 
dangerous  area  where  “we  recommend 
against  traveling.” 

She  also  noted  that  guerrillas  move 
both  ways  across  the  Nicaraguan  border. 
Jalapa  is  near  the  middle  of  the  long  Hon- 
duras-Nicaragua  border.  At  the  west  end 
of  the  border,  guerrillas,  munitions  and 
supplies  move  from  Nicaragua  to  help 
kill  people  in  El  Salvador,  she  said.  “It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  if  any 
groups  are  trying  to  stop  that  crossing, 
although  I  doubt  it  because  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  government  won’t  allow  people  into 
that  area." 

Dennis  Marker,  a  spokesman  in  the 
group,  said  he  has  been  told  Nicaragua  is 
willing  to  allow  people  into  that  western 
border  area  but  that  he  knows  of  no  plans 
by  U.S.  religious  groups  to  establish  a 
presence  there. 

Despite  that,  he  said,  the  Witness  for 
Peace  in  Nicaragua  is  not  saying  that  one 
kind  of  killing  is  more  or  less  just  than 
another.  “We  are  against  all  the  killing. 
We  are  emphasizing  the  killing  sponsor¬ 
ed  by  the  United  States  because  that  is 
our  government  and  we  think  it  is  a  terri¬ 
ble  reflection  of  what  our  country  stands 
for." 


‘‘Second-mile’ giving  aids  missions 


Research  questions 
bishops’  tenure  rule 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  A  church-related  re¬ 
search  center  here  has  completed  a 
study  which  questions  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  requirement  for  bishops  to  move 
every  eight  years. 

This  turnover,  says  the  Center  for 
Parish  Development,  usually  results  in  a 
“transition  state”  of  four  to  six  years  dur¬ 
ing  which  bishops,  annual  conferences 
and  local  churches  experience  “organi¬ 
zational  drift.” 

Bishops  are  typically  reluctant  to 
make  decisions  with  long-term  implica¬ 
tions  during  either  the  final  two  years  of 
an  assignment,  or  during  the  first  four 
years  in  a  new  assignment,  according  to 
the  study.  Hence,  the  bishop’s  strategic 
work  in  a  given  episcopal  area  is  limited 
to  approximately  two  years.” 

The  study  concludes  that  lengthening 
the  bishop’s  normal  tenure  to  12  years 
“would  be  less  costly  and  more  pro¬ 
ductive.” 

A  question  of  stewardship 

The  Parish  Development  Center’s  di¬ 
rector  of  research,  the  Rev.  Paul  M. 
Dietterich,  said,  “It  is  clearly  a  question 
of  stewardship.  This  research  has  shown 
us  how  to  accelerate  the  transition  pro¬ 
cess  and  manage  it  so  that  it  is  creative 
and  humane.  To  apply  what  has  been  dis¬ 
covered  will  lead  to  better  stewardship  of 
the  time  and  energy  of  persons  and 
church  organizations.  " 

The  four-year  study  was  commissioned 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry.  Dr.  Diet¬ 
terich,  a  ministerial  member  of  the  Iowa 
conference,  told  the  Reporter  this  was 
the  first  empirical,  data-gathering  study 
of  the  church’s  practices  and  policies  in 
moving  its  leaders. 

He  said  that  although  the  study  focuses 
on  bishops,  the  greatest  value  in  the  find¬ 
ings  may  be  for  local  churches  as  they 
and  their  ministers  go  through  similar 
transition  stages. 

The  study,  compiled  into  a  369-page 
book,  involved  intensive  study  of  the 
transitional  processes  of  six  United 
Methodist  bishops,  complemented  by  ex¬ 
tensive  interviews  with  another  14  ran¬ 
domly-selected  bishops  plus  interviews 
and  observations  of  conference  person¬ 
nel  where  bishops  moved  to  new  assign¬ 
ments  in  1980. 

A  questionnaire  surveyed  all  bishops 
who  moved  during  1980,  including  those 
who  were  newly-elected  bishops.  The 


center  also  interviewed  chairpersons  of 
all  five  jurisdictional  Committees  on  the 
Episcopacy,  which  determine  final  as¬ 
signments  of  all  active  bishops. 

Six-stage  process  outlined 

Dr.  Dietterich  said  the  study  reveals 
that  there  are  six  stages  rather  than  the 
expected  two  (leave-taking  and  start-up) 
in  the  transitional  process.  He  identified 
the  six  as: 

1.  Leave-taking.  This  starts  two  years 
before  the  actual  departure,  he  said,  be¬ 
cause  the  bishop  and  everyone  around 
the  bishop  knows  a  move  is  imminent. 
“The  bishop  starts  deferring  decisions  to 
his  succssor,”  Dr.  Dietterich  explained. 

2.  Entry.  The  bishop  comes  in  with  a 
goal  to  begin  a  new  ministry  and  seek 
work'-satisfaction.  But  even  if  he  has 
“campaigned”  for  the  office,  the  new 
bishop  is  still  shocked  to  have  been  pulled 
out  of  his  conference  delegation,  be  plac¬ 
ed  in  a  another  group  and  given  an  en¬ 
velope  which  says  he  is  going  off  of  one 
payroll  and  onto  another. 

3.  Start-up.  This  lasts  at  least  a  year. 
During  this  time  the  bishop  locates  his 
place  in  the  conference,  identifies  prob¬ 
lems  and  “avoids  long-range  decisions.” 
Bishops  tend  to  be  very  conservative 
starters.  Dr.  Dietterich  said 

4.  Mutual  testing.  This  may  last  up  to 
four  years,  the  researcher  said.  The  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  the  bishop  “push 
against"  each  other.  The  bishop  is  dis¬ 
tracted  a  lot,  while  seeking  to  master  job 
basics  and  to  learn  both  taboos  and  im¬ 
peratives,  vernacular  and  cultural  com¬ 
plexities  of  a  new  location. 

5.  Mutual  acceptance.  This  stage  starts 
early  but  proceeds  almost  to  the  end  of 
an  assignment.  This  involves  crossing  “a 
lot  of  boundaries"  of  inclusion  and 
authority. 

6.  Job/role  planning.  At  this  stage  the 
bishop  helps  the  conference  develop  as  a 
vital  instrument.  He  gathers  hard  data 
and  avoids  making  hard  decisions  with¬ 
out  sufficient  data. 

The  study  recommends  that  each  con¬ 
ference  designate  a  “transition  officer" 
to  help  accelerate  and  assist  the  bishop 
through  the  stages,  including  such  prag¬ 
matic  needs  as  arranging  for  housing,  se¬ 
curing  housing  loans  if  needed,  rearrang¬ 
ing  office  space  and  equipment,  and 
learning  major  modes  of  communication 
and  transportation  in  a  given  area. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


CHINA  CRUISE  May  17  -  June  4 

Experience  the  mystery  and  culture  of  People's  Republic  of  China 
aboard  ROYAL  VIKING  STAR  (Norwegian  registry).  Fly  to  Hong 
Kong,  to  Shanghai,  Dalian,  several  days  in  Peking  to  see  the  Great 
Wall  and  Forbidden  City. 


SOUTHWEST  ADVENTURE  June  1  - 15 

We  begin  in  Denver  and  Colorado  Springs.  See  the  unique  Indian 
ruins  at  Mesa  Verde  National  Park,  the  breathtaking  beauty  of 
Grand  Canyon,  as  well  as  Zion,  Bryce,  and  Arches  National  Parks. 
We  travel  through  the  awesome  Rocky  Mountains. 


STEAMBOAT  CRUISES  June,  July,  November 

Our  trip  on  the  DELTA  QUEEN  (U.S.  registry)  celebrates  the  "Great 
Steamboat  Race,"  from  New  Orleans  to  St.  Louis.  Our  July  cruise 
on  the  MISSISSIPPI  QUEEN  and  the  November  cruise  on  the 
DELTA  QUEEN  include  several  days  at  the  '84  World's  Fair. 


FRONTIER  ALASKA  June  18  -  30,  August  18  -  30 

For  over  23  years,  this  has  been  one  of  our  most  popular  tours. 
See  our  pioneer  heritage,  the  discovery  spirit.  We  have  a  fasci¬ 
nating  cruise  down  the  Inside  Passage  to  see  the  magnificent 
countryside  of  glaciers,  waterfalls,  and  Indian  heritage. 
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‘Alternatives’ 
wants  Christ 
in  Christmas 

By  TAMMY  TANAKA 
Religious  News  Service 
For  decades,  Americans  have  ago¬ 
nized  over  the  commercialization  of 
Christmas.  But  an  alternative  celebra¬ 
tion  is  difficult  to  create  under  the  pres¬ 
sures  of  the  season.  What  to  do  about 
Santa  Claus  is  the  toughest  part  of  the 
problem. 

Then  there  is  Advent,  the  four  weeks 
before  Christmas  intended  for  inner 
preparation  and  reflection.  For  too  many 
people,  Advent  has  become  a  frenzied 
time  of  running  around  buying  Christ¬ 
mas  presents,  decorations,  holiday 
clothes,  food,  and  getting  outwardly  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  big  Christmas  and  New 
Years  holidays. 

Santa  targeted 

Santa  Claus  and  Advent  receive 
special  attention  this  year  from  Alterna¬ 
tives,  the  non-profit  ecumenical  group 
which  promotes  simple  lifestyles,  shar¬ 
ing  with  those  in  need,  and  more  re¬ 
ligiously  meaningful  celebrations. 

“Until  now,  we’ve  stayed  clear  of  the 
Santa  Claus  controversy,”  but  so  many 
parents  have  raised  the  issue  that  the 
subject  could  no  longer  be  ignored,  said 
Alternatives  Director  Milo  Shannon- 
Thornberry 

Based  in  Forest  Park,  Ga.,  Alterna¬ 
tives  conducts  an  annual  Christmas 
campaign  called  “Whose  birthday  is  it 
anyway?”  Beginning  in  1980  with  the 
support  of  four  denominations  and  3,000 
congregations,  Alternatives  this  year  has 
the  backing  of  a  dozen  churches,  which 
have  asked  100,000  congregations  to  join 
the  campaign. 

Alternatives  Christmas  kit  resources 
for  “Christmas  without  Santa  Claus”  in¬ 
clude  a  read-aloud  story  about  the  origin 
of  Santa  Claus,  in  which  the  mythical 
figure  is  traced  back  to  Saint  Nicholas  — 
who  anonymously  gave  presents  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  really  needed  help.  The  story,  as 
well  as  a  poster,  points  out  that  “Santa 
doesn’t  come  to  the  poor.  Jesus  did.” 

The  “Christmas  without  Santa  Claus” 
project  is  “well  on  the  way  to  becoming 
the  most  controversial”  aspect  of  the  Al¬ 
ternatives  Christmas  campaign,  said 
Mr.  Shannon-Thornberry,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister.  There  has  been  “very 
positive  response  already.”  But  “We 
don’t  want  to  impose  it.” 

Breaking  down  old  barriers  and  es¬ 
tablishing  ways  to  celebrate  new  tradi¬ 
tions  takes  time,  especially  when  large 
extended  families  are  involved,  he  said. 
“You’re  going  to  have  some  in  the  family 
resist  it,  think  you’re  a  scrooge.  You 
have  to  move  carefully,  sensitively.  It 
doesn’t  happen  in  a  year.” 
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DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
NEEDED  by  June  1,  1984.  Active  1.200+  church 
desires  person  with  training  and  experience  with 
special  interest  in  children  and  adult  ministries. 
Send  resumes  to  Harold  Sassman,  Pastor, 
Tarrytown  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  5566, 
Austin.  Texas  78763.  Salary  minimum  is  $17,500. 

INTEREST  IN  BUYING  ORCHESTRATION 
BOOKS  for  Tabernacle  Hymns  Number  Four 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church.  220  W.  Burke 
Street.  Martinsburg,  WV  25401 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC, 

1 ,800-member  congregation  in  University  town, 
directing  choirs  and  coordinating  graded  choir 
program.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  728.  StarkviUe,  MS  39759  (tel.  601-323- 
5722). 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FEB.  1st.  DIRECTOR  of 
music.  1.500  member  church.  Full  graded  choir 
program  including  handbells.  Mail  resume  to  Staff- 
Pansh  Relations  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  1556.  Dunedin.  Florida  34296. 

BIBLICAL  COINS  GENUINE  HOLY  LAND  coins 

from  the  time  of  Christ  and  the  apostles.  Available 
for  $24.95®  +  $1  00  postage.  Illustrated  sales  catalog 
of  Biblical  coins  free  with  purchase.  Catalog 
available  separately  for  $3.00  Maryland  residents 
add  5%  tax  Send  remittance  or  VISA /Master  card 
info  to:  The  Society  for  Christian  History.  Suite  1 104. 
7910  Woodmont  Ave..  Bethesda,  Md.  20814.  301-654- 
0470. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  4  TIME  IN  CREATIVE  Lively 

church.  Work  with  Junior  High  and  Senior  High 
Counselor  teams  Some  work  with  children's 
education  program.  Apply  to  Mike  Neering.  Staff  - 
Parish  Relations  Chairperson.  Christ  Church  United 
Methodist,  1717  Yulupa  Ave.,  Santa  Rosa.  CA  95405 
by  December  15. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  ACTIVE.  GROWING  1.700 

member  church  in  West  Palm  Beach  area  of  Florida. 
Unlimited  potential  Experience  desired  Contact 

Dr  Earle  Rabb,  Tnnity  United  Methodist  Church. 
9625  N.  Military  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens.  FL 
33410 

DELUXE  TOUR  OF  ITALY.  SWITZERLAND. 
AUSTRIA.  France.  Belgium  and  Holland,  12 
impressive  days.  Depart  Shreveport  Airport  on  April 

23.  1984.  Write  for  free  brochure.  Rev.  Marshall 
McQueen.  Pastor.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O  Box  577,  Carthage,  Texas 75633.  Call  214-693-3459 
or  693-5227 

RECORD  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS  SYSTEM  FOR 

IBM-PC-XT.  Accounts  for  offerings.  Reports  to 
donors  User  friendly  plus  more  $825.  713-937-9535 
Micro-Dynamics  P  O.  Box  40691 .  Houston.  TX  77240 

FOR  SALE  PITNEY  BOWES  «458  COPIER  and 
Gestetner  silk  screen  mimeograph  both  in  excellent 
condition.  Best  offer.  St.  Matthew  United  Methodist 
Church,  1200  Moreland  Dr..  Belleville.  IL  62223 
618/397-5994 

WANTED  DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR  FOR  A 

United  Methodist  Mission  School  in  northern  New 
Mexico.  Extensive  travel  expected.  Understanding 
of  church  structure  needed  Send  resume  to:  David 
Burgett.  Superintendent,  P.O  Box  127,  Espanola, 

N  M  .  87532  Phone  '506)753-7221 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR-PERMANENT  PART-TIME 

position,  growing  church  in  Garland,  Texas.  Call  Dr 
Tim  Walker.  279-5145  Immediate  opening 

DIRECTOR-ORGANIST  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  Full¬ 
time  position  for  growing  2.000  member 
congregation  Experience  and  references  desired. 
Opportunity  to  develop  excellent  program  in  choral 
and  handbell  cboirs,  46-rank  Holloway  organ  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Box  1670.  Ashland.  Kentucky  41105-1670 
by  January  15 

TWO  TEACHERS  WANTED  BILINGUAL 
elementary  school.  Roatan  Island,  Honduran 
Republic  $400-500  per  month  Contact  Lettie  Morse. 
411  Forest  Green.  Webster  Groves.  MO  63119  for 
details. 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  2.200  member 

church.  4  vocal  groups,  2  bell  choirs.  1  brass 
ensemble  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  and 
applications  accepted  until  January  3L  l®4  Send  to 
Wendy  Shanks.  1515  West  Church  Street. 
Champaign.  IL 61821. 

UNITED  METHODIST  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
Infant  Adoptions  Program  is  now  accepting 
applications  Contact  Betty  Sanders,  1720  N.W  27th, 
Suite  1.  Oklahoma  City.  Oklahoma  73106. 

Church  agency  suggests  action 
to  give  older  adults  more  voice 


Whose  birthday  is  it,  anyway? 


This  is  the  second  year  Alternatives  is 
stressing  “Let  Advent  be  Advent,”  Mr. 
Shannon-Thornberry  said.  “Churches 
like  the  rest  of  us  get  engulfed.”  Instead 
of  studying  the  Sunday  Advent  lessons 
which  set  the  tone  for  reflection  and  self- 
examination  to  celebrate  the  birth  of 
Christ,  many  congregations  have  “four 
weeks  of  unmitigated  celebration.”  And 
the  frequent  rounds  of  Christmas  parties 
during  Advent  “feed  the  commercial 
hype,”  he  said. 

“If  pastors  will  preach  on  the  Advent 
text,”  he  said,  they  would  provide  a  com¬ 
munity  of  support  for  those  who  want  to 
try  an  alternative  Christmas. 

An  “alternative  Christmas”  doesn’t 
necessarily  mean  no  gift-giving,  he  said, 
but  it  could  mean  more  personal  gifts. 

Two  men  added 
to  candidate  list 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Two  more  persons  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  as  endorsed  for  election  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishops  next  summer. 

They  bring  to  38  the  unofficial  total  of 
persons  endorsed.  The  five  jurisdictional 
conferences,  meeting  simultaneously, 
are  expected  to  elect  18  persons  to  the 
United  Methodist  episcopacy. 

The  Rev.  William  Franklin  Summer- 
our,  pastor  of  Edmonds  (Wash.)  UMC, 
has  been  endorsed  by  the  Pacific  North¬ 
west  conference  delegation. 

The  Rev.  Theodore  J.  Weeden  Sr.,  co¬ 
ordinating  pastor  of  Asbury  First  UMC  in 
Rochester,  N.H.,  has  been  endorsed  by 
the  New  York  West  Area  delegation.  The 
area  consists  of  Western,  Central  and 
Northern  New  York  conferences. 

The  Reporter  had  incorrectly  said  that 
the  recent  resignation  of  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  from  the  Indiana  Area 
brought  the  number  of  bishops  to  be 
elected  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
to  three.  The  correct  total  is  four.  Three 
bishops  are  scheduled  to  retire  from  the 
active  episcopacy  in  that  jurisdiction. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Bicentennial  Minute 

Fire 


On  December  7,  1795,  Cokesbury 
College,  named  for  Thomas  Coke 
and  Francis  Asbury,  burned  to  de¬ 
struction,  The  building  was  con¬ 
structed  of  brick,  three  stories  in 
height,  one  hundred  eight  feet  in 
length,  and  forty  feet  in  breadth.  It 
was  intended  for  the  education  of  the 
sons  of  Methodist  Episcopal  minis¬ 
ters,  orphans,  and  Methodist  people 
generally. 

Asbury  wrote,  “I  wished  only  for 
schools;  Dr.  Coke  wanted  a  college.  I 
feel  distressed  at  the  loss  of  the 
library.” 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  Older  adults  —  defined  by 
the  United  Methodist  “Book  of  Discip¬ 
line”  as  anyone  age  65  or  older  —  may 
soon  have  more  voice  in  general-church 
governance. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
recommending  that  a  new  category  for 
older  adults  be  added  to  the  seven  cur¬ 
rently  specified  in  the  “pool”  from  which 
persons  are  elected  to  boards  of  general 
church  agencies.  The  recommendation  is 
part  of  the  GCOM  legislative  package  to 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

The  “pools”  are  formed  every  four 
years  at  the  five  jurisdictional  confer- 
entes  and  are  made  up  of  persons 
nominated  by  the  annual  and  missionary 
conferences.  The  next  “pool”  elections 
will  be  in  July  1984. 

If  the  legislation  is  approved,  the 
nominations  would  have  to  include  at 
least  one  and  not  more  than  five  from 
each  of  these  categories:  clergy  (includ¬ 
ing  at  least  one  woman),  laywomen, 
laymen,  racial  and  ethnic  minority 
persons  (at  least  one  from  each  ethnic 
minority  —  Asian  American,  Black 
American,  Hispanic  American,  Native 
American),  youth,  young  adults,  persons 
with  a  handicapping  condition  and  older 
adults. 

Companion  legislation  proposed  by  the 
GCOM  would  specify  that  all  boards, 
committees  and  agencies  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  at  the  level  of  General 


and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  and, 
insofar  as  possible,  at  the  level  of  annual 
and  missionary  conferences  and  local 
church,  shall  ensure  adequate  repre¬ 
sentation  of  racial  and  ethnic  minority 
groups. 

Most  other  legislation  proposed  by  the 
GCOM  affects  the  church  at  the  general 
level  —  either  national  or  international. 

These  proposals  include: 

•  Add  the  General  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History  and  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Communications  to  agencies 
accountable  to  the  GCOM  beween 
sessions  of  the  General  Conference  “in 
matters  pertaining  to  their  program  re¬ 
sponsibilities.” 

•  Specify  that  a  person  who  has  been  a 
voting  member  of  general  agencies  for 
four  consecutive  quadrennia  shall  be  in¬ 
eligible  for  election  to  a  general  agency 
in  the  succeeding  quadrennium.  This 
limitation  would  not  apply  to  bishops. 

•  Define  “consultation”  when  it  ap¬ 
plies  to  “matters  of  funding  and  relation¬ 
ships  among  various  agencies,  confer¬ 
ences  and  other  bodies  of  the  church,”  as 
requiring  “communication,  including 
written  documentation,  in  which  each 
party  reveals  plans  and  intents  in  such  a 
way  as  to  assure  dialogue  and  mutual 
awareness,  even  if  not  agreement.”  The 
exact  meaning  of  the  current  discip¬ 
linary  reference  to  “consultation” 
became  an  issue  in  recent  months  after 
one  general  agency  helped  fund  a 
controversial  effort  in  one  annual  confer¬ 


ence  without  what  officials  of  that  confer¬ 
ence  regarded  as  adequate  consultation. 

•  Move  from  the  non-binding  “Book  of 
Resolutions”  and  place  in  legislation 
much  of  the  current  “open  meetings.” 
policy.  This  would  require  that  “all  meet¬ 
ings  of  general  councils,  boards,  com¬ 
missions,  and  committees  of  the  church, 
including  teleconferences,  shall  be  open 
to  news  media,  both  church  and  public.” 

The  proposed  new  church  law  provides 
that  portions  of  a  particular  meeting 
may  be  closed  for  discussions  of  certain 
specified  topics  but  that  a  report  on  the 
results  of  any  closed  session  will  be  made 
as  soon  as  possible  upon  its  conclusion. 

•  Continue  voting  rights  as  laypersons 
for  diaconal  ministers  in  an  annual  con¬ 
ference.  A  proposal  coming  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  would  give  diaconal  ministers 
the  right  to  vote  as  clergy  members  of  an 
annual  conference. 

•  Continue  evaluation  of  general  pro¬ 
gram  agencies  in  the  GCOM.  A  proposal 
from  the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  would  re-assign  that  right  to  the 
individual  agencies. 

•  Retain  current  language  which  pro¬ 
hibits  any  United  Methodist  general- 
church  funds  to  any  “gay”  caucus  or 
group  or  other  use  of  such  funds  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality. 

Most  proposed  legislative  changes 
were  voted  by  GCOM  members  without 
opposition. 


handmade  gifts,  giving  of  time,  giving  to 
the  poor,  giving  of  self,  scaling  down  ex¬ 
penses.  Gift-giving  is  an  appropriate  ex¬ 
pression  of  love,  he  said,  but  that  doesn’t 
mean  that  “  in  order  to  express  love, 
you’ve  got  to  go  out  and  buy  something.” 

A  study  of  Gospel  texts  is  one  of  the 
suggested  Advent  activities.  The  study, 
“Preparing  for  His  Coming,”  recalls  that 
the  lesson  for  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent 
(Matthew  24:36-44)  is  apocalyptic.  “The 
emphasis  is  on  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ,”  which  includes  affirmation  of 
the  end  if  history  and  divine  judgment. 
Similarly,  the  other  Advent  lessons  help 
give  deeper  meaning  to  the  significance 
of  Christmas,  counteracting  the  superfi¬ 
cial  and  romanticized  way  of  looking  at 
the  babe  in  the  manger. 


Insurance  program  to  be  modified 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  A  revised 
form  of  the  popular  United  Methodist 
Local  Church  Insurance  Program,  fea¬ 
turing  a  modified  self-insurance  concept, 
will  take  effect  Jan.  1. 

The  new  format  was  approved  by  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA),  Dec.  2.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  reduce  the  cost  of  insurance 
coverage  for  participating  local 
churches  through  higher  dividends, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Elias  G.  Galvan, 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  who  chairs  the  fiscal 
agency’s  insurance  task  force. 

GCFA  launched  the  present  insurance 
program  in  1973.  Since  that  time,  more 
than  6,300  local  churches  have  signed  up 
for  coverage.  More  than  $2.5  billion  in 
property  now  is  protected  through  the 
plan. 

“This  new  approach  is  a  natural  step  to 
take,”  the  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland, 
general  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
GCFA  told  the  fiscal  agency’s  directors. 
“It  can  result  in  further  financial  savings 
to  participating  local  churches.” 

During  the  decade  a  program  has  been 
in  place,  more  than  $8  million  in  divi¬ 
dends  has  been  returned  to  local  church 
and  agency  policy  holders,  Dr.  Wayland 
said.  More  than  $32  million  in  claims  has 
been  paid. 

The  key  to  potentially  greater  divi¬ 
dends  under  the  new  program,  sponsors 
say,  is  that  only  United  Methodist 
properties  will  be  covered,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  this  will  result  in  fewer 
and  smaller  loss  settlements.  Addition¬ 
ally,  dividends  returns  to  churches  will 
be  based  on  income  earned  by  premiums 
as  well  as  loss  experience. 

The  revised  program  will  be  available 
in  some  form  in  all  states  except  Missis¬ 
sippi.  The  coverage  can  continue  to  be 
placed  through  a  local  agent  if  a  church 
desires. 

All  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
covered  states  are  eligible  to  participate, 
regardless  of  church  location  or  type  of 
construction.  Churches  enrolled  in  the 
current  program  will  be  transferred 
automatically  to  the  new  plan. 


Property  and  liability  coverage  will  be 
provided  by  the  standard  package. 
Optional  coverage  will  be  available  for  a 
broader  scope  of  perils  and  items  such  as 
church-owned  automobiles,  directors’ 
and  officers’  liability,  and  works  of  art. 

Where  state  laws  permit,  a  safety 
program  is  included  to  help  a  church 
reduce  the  risk  of  loss,  and  the  trust  fund 
feature  will  be  carried  over  from  the 
present  plan.  Under  this  provision,  a 
congregation  can  designate  a  portion  of 
its  dividends  for  the  trust  fund  and  this 
money  then  is  used  for  grants  to  local 


churches  that  would  not  otherwise  be 
able  to  upgrade  their  property  to  cut  risk 
of  loss. 

Both  the  present  program  and  the  new, 
modified  self-insurance  plan,  have  been 
developed  through  Frank  B.  Hall  &  Co.  of 
New  York  City.  The  coverage  in  the  new 
program  will  be  carried  by  a  company  of 
Atlantic  Mutual. 

The  new  program  was  developed  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  an  action  of  the  1980  General 
Conference  calling  on  GCFA  to  study  the 
program  and  devise  the  best  system  pos¬ 
sible  for  covering  local  churches. 


National,  world  programs 
may  receive  budget  hikes 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  —  Basic  national 
and  worldwide  programs  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  stand  to  receive  al¬ 
most  one-third  more  money  during  1985- 
88  than  they  have  in  1981-84  if  recommen¬ 
dations  by  the  denomination’s  chief 
fiscal  agency  are  accepted  by  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

Approved  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
Nov.  29-Dec.  2  here,  the  proposals  now  go 
to  the  church’s  top  legislative  assembly 
opening  May  1  in  Baltimore.  A  total  of 
$365,175,708  is  called  for  to  underwrite 
ten  specific  programs  during  the  four 
years,  or  31.4  percent  more  than  was 
sought  for  comparable  activities  in  the 
1981-84  quadrennium. 

The  total  could  be  another  $10  million 


higher  if  an  alternate  proposal  from  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM) 
for  funding  a  missional'  priority  is 
accepted  by  General  Conference  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  9). 

After  extended  discussion,  GCOM  ap¬ 
proved  for  submission  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  a  proposal  for  a  missional  priority 
to  be  known  as  “The  Church  Alive:  An 
Inclusive  Church  for  a  Just  Society.”  An 
annual  asking  of  $10  million,  or  $40 
million  for  the  quadrennium,  to  pay  for  it 
was  recommended.  The  GCFA  is  recom¬ 
mending  an  annual  goal  of  $7.5  million. 


TPT1YTTV  BIBLE* 
IttAnll  X  STUDIES 


Reporter  can  now  fly  overseas 


“Reminiscences  ” 

Historical  and  Biographical 
of  Reverend  Henry  Boehm 

" Reminiscences  "is  a  faithful  reproduction 
of  its  1875  edition.  It  brings  to  all  of  us  a 
very  rare  and  almost  extinct  book  which 
was  evaluated  in  1875,  as  "one  of  the 
richest  volumes  in  Methodist  literature. " 
"Reminiscences  "  should  be  of  special  in¬ 
terest  to  those  celebrating  the  1984  bicen¬ 
tennial  of  Methodism  in  America. 
Bochin's  Chapel  Society  r^i4.00 

R.D.1,  Box  100,  I  includes 

Boehm's  Rd. 

Willow  Street,  PA  17584 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  *15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  In  response  to  numerous 
inquiries,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
announced  this  week  that  beginning  Jan. 
1, 1984,  it  will  make  available  for  the  first 
time  Air-Mailed  overseas  subscriptions. 

The  new  service  is  expected  to  improve 
delivery  over  Second-Class  surface  mail 
by  five  to  seven  weeks  and  will  cost  $52 
per  year  for  each  subscription.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  mailed  Second-Class  are  $17  per 
year  and  typically  require  anywhere 
from  six  to  eight  weeks  to  reach  on  over¬ 
seas  destination.  The  new  Air-Mailed 
subscriptions  should  be  delivered  any¬ 
where  in  the  world  within  a  week  of  the 
date  of  issue. 


“We  have  had  repeated  requests  from 
subscribers  in  church-related  posts  over¬ 
seas,  and  particularly  from  mis¬ 
sionaries,  to  find  a  way  to  get  the  Re¬ 
porter  to  them  on  a  more  timely  basis,” 
said  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
the  Reporter’s  chief  executive.  He  noted 
that  overseas  subscribers  are  among  the 
paper’s  most  appreciative  readers  be¬ 
cause  of  their  desire  to  keep  up  with 
church  life  “back  home.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  expressed  concern  that 
the  new  subscription  rate  may  be  pro¬ 
hibitive  for  some  missionaries.  He  noted, 
however,  that  most  all  of  the  $52  will  go 
directly  for  postage  and  the  labor  cost  of 
individually  packaging  and  stamping 


Three  UM  clergy  join  suit 
against  U.S.  ‘chastity  law’ 


each  paper  for  Air  Mail  handling.  He  said 
it  is  permissible  for  individuals  or  church 
groups  to  send  gift  subscriptions  to  mis¬ 
sionaries  overseas,  church  leaders  or  to 
overseas  church  institutions  who  might 
not  themselves  be  able  to  afford  the  cost 
of  receiving  timely  reports  about  church 
life  in  the  U.S. 

Subscription  orders  for  the  new  service 
should  include  name,  complete  overseas 
address,  the  name  of  the  edition  of  the 
Reporter  to  be  sent  —  local  church, 
annual  conference  or  national  edition  — 
and  the  address  where  the  billing  is  to  be 
sent. 

Additional  information  may  be  secured 
by  writing:  Overseas  subscriptions,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222  U.S.A. 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Three 
United  Methodists  have  filed  suit  in  U.S. 
District  Court  here  charging  that  the 
Adolescent  Family  Life  Act,  the  so-called 
“Chastity  Law,”  promotes  and  sub¬ 
sidizes  certain  religious  views  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  others. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Vaughn  the  Rev. 
Lawrence  Buxton  and  the  Rev.  Emmett 
Cocke,  all  of  Northern  Virginia,  denounc¬ 
ed  the  act  because  it  denies  funds  to 
organizations  which  promote  a  “pro- 
choice”  stand  on  abortion. 

The  Chastity  Law  allocates  funds  to 
counseling  agencies  that  “discourage 
pre  marital  sex  among  young  people, 
and  encourages  pregnant  teenagers  to 
choose  full  term  pregnancy  and  adoption 
over  abortion,”  the  plaintiffs  said. 


The  United  Methodists  filed  suit  as 
federal  taxpayers  and  on  the  grounds 
that  as  clergypersons  devoted  to  the  de¬ 
nomination  and  its  beliefs,  they  have 
been  denigrated  by  the  promotion  and 
funding  of  conflicting  religious  ideolo¬ 
gies. 

The  denomination  states  in  its  Social 
Principles  that  it  supports  the  “legal 
option  of  abortion  under  proper  medical 
procedures.  Nevertheless  governmental 
laws  and  regulation  do  not  necessarily 
provide  all  the  guidance  required  by  a 
well-informed  Christian  conscience. 
Therefore,  a  decision  concerning 
abortion  should  be  made  only  after 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration 
by  the  parties  involved  with  medical, 
pastoral  and  other  appropriate  counsel .” 


Reaching  Students 
in  the  80's  Conference  on 
Campus  Ministry 
Sponsored  by 

Shadyside  Presbyterian  Church 
and  the 

Coalition  for  Christian  Outreach 
February  23  &  24  1984 

For  more  information  write: 
Reaching  Students 
Coalition  for  Christian  Outreach 
6740  Fifth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15208 
or  call  Skip  Noftzger  (412)  363-3303 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue,  P.0. 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 


Send  a  gift  that  will  last  longer 
than  the  12  days  of  Christmas . . . 


Give  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
*  52  weeks  for  only  812 

During  1984  Roportor  subscribers  will  receive: 

*  A  16-port  torlot  of  ortidos  on  issues  to  bo  doolt  with  In  May  by  Unltod  Mothodiam'e 
1984  Gonoral  Conforonco 

*  On-alto  covorago  of  Gonoral  Conforonco  from  Baltimore 

*  A  26-part  Mothodiat  Bicentennial  aerlea  on  the  denomination's  publishing  history 

•  First-hand  reports  on  the  election  and  assignment  of  at  least  18  new  bishops 

•  Weekly  editorial  commentary  and  United  Methodism's  most  diverse  ongoing 
readers'  forum 

•  The  latest  religious  news  of  Interest  to  United  Methodists  reported  by  a  toom  of 
professional  journalists 

•  Features  on  United  Methodist  "People  In  the  News" 

Send  checks  for  $12.  —  along  with  the  nome,  address  and  zip  cod#  of  the  person  to 
whom  the  gift  subscription  Is  to  bo  sent,  to: 

Gift  Subscriptions 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  221076 
Dallas,  TX  75222 

*  If  the  perron  you  derire  to  girt  a  gift  in  not  a  United  Mrthodinl.  gire  them  the  Reporter  ’• 
non -denominational  rernion  —  The  !Salional  i.hrinlian  Reporter  —  for  814.0(1. 

Notification  of  your  gift  will  bo  sent. 
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Christmas  Eve  Service  on  CBS 

Channel  11 KNOE 
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(Dec.  25) 

Channel  4  WWL 

New  Orleans 

1:30  a.m. -2:30  a.m. 
(Dec.  25) 

Channel  12  KSLA 

Shreveport 

11 :00  p.m. -12:00 
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Regular  Con  ference  Page  on  the  back  •• 
or  inside  back  for  local  church  editions 
Includes  a  Christmas  message  from 
Bishop  Paul  Galloway 
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New  map:  gift  and  danger 

Many  people  in  the  U.S.  probably  will  looks  at  the  whole  world  from  a  vanta 


Many  people  in  the  U.S.  probably  will 
feel  shocked  and  threatened  when  they 
see  the  world  on  the  newly-released 
“Peters  map”  (see  related  story  and 
map  in  this  issue).  But  people  elsewhere 

—  especially  in  the  Southern  hemisphere 

—  are  just  as  likely  to  feel  elated  when 
they  see  the  new  map. 

These  radically  different  reactions  are 
the  predictable  result  of  viewing  the 
same  reality  from  very  different  vantage 
points.  The  familiar  Mercator  map  — 
named  after  a  16th  century  German 
mapmaker  —  pictured  the  whole  world 
from  the  vantage  point  of  the  20th  paral¬ 
lel  (a  point  some  1300  miles  north  of  the 
equator).  As  a  result,  the  Mercator  map 
inaccurately  shows  the  world’s  northern 
regions  to  be  vastly  larger  than  they  real¬ 
ly  are  in  relation  to  the  world’s  southern 
parts.  Consequently,  most  of  the  maps 
we  use  tend  to  reinforce  a  worldview 
dominated  —  politically,  culturally  and 
geographically  —  by  those  of  us  who  live 
in  the  Earth’s  Northern  Hemisphere. 

The  Peters  map  challenges  at  least  the 
geographical  aspect  of  that  worldview.  It 

Christmas  telecast 
good  for  UM  image 

We’ve  joined  others  on  numerous  oc¬ 
casions  in  lamenting  the  national  image 
United  Methodism  has  developed.  When 
our  church  is  mentioned  at  all  by  the  na¬ 
tional  news  media,  it  is  usually  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  involvement  in  some  controver¬ 
sial  cause  or  event.  Seldom  is  the  public 
exposed  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  a  large,  diverse  and  representative 
community  of  faith. 

A  welcome  exception  will  take  place  on 
Christmas  eve.  CBS-TV  will  televise  na¬ 
tionally  a  United  Methodist  service  of 
worship  from  the  Lovely  Lane  UMC  in 
.Baltimore  at  12  midnight  EST,  11:00  p.m. 
CST  (see  UMR,  Dec.  2).  Dr.  Edward 
Bauman,  a  well-known  United  Methodist 
•minister  in  Washington  D  C.  will  preach. 

•  In  a  sense,  this  event  will  kick  off  the 
celebration  during  the  year  ahead  of 
American  Methodism’s  200th  anniver¬ 
sary.  We  hope  this  telecast  will  be  but  the 
first  of  many  instances  in  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  see  our  church  portrayed  in  a 
positive  light  during  that  period. 

If  your  local  church  does  not  have  its 
i>wn  late-night  Christmas  eve  worship 
service,  we  urge  you  to  join  the  Lovely 
Lane  congregation  and  millions  of  others 
'.via  your  local  CBS-TV  affiliate  station. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


looks  at  the  whole  world  from  a  vantage 
point  on  the  equator,  and  thereby  shows 
the  Southern  Hemisphere  in  its  proper 
size  and  position  relative  to  other  parts  of 
the  world.  While  on  the  Mercator  map 
the  Soviet  Union  appears  to  be  much 
larger  than  Africa,  and  Europe  larger 
than  South  America,  the  Peters  map 
more  accurately  reveals  just  the  op¬ 
posite  to  be  the  case. 

We  welcome  the  publication  of  the 
Peters  map  as  an  unexpected,  but  appro¬ 
priate,  Christmas  gift  to  American  Chris¬ 
tians  by  an  agency  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  Even  though  any  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  earth  as  a  flat  surface  in¬ 
evitably  will  be  distorted,  we  believe  the 
new  map  offers  a  more  accurate  view  of 
the  physical  world  than  any  previously 
available  to  us.  Consequently,  it  affords  a 
fairer,  and  more  accurate  view  of  our  re¬ 
lationship  to  other  nations  and  peoples  of 
the  world. 

At  the  same  time,  we  see  a  danger  in 
the  view  of  some  who  are  praising  the 
Peters  map  as  though  it  will  provide  a 
corrective  for  all  distorted  worldviews. 
Such  an  understanding  is  especially  dis¬ 
turbing  when  held  by  Christians  who 
should  know  that  no  map  can,  by  itself, 
save  us  from  a  distorted  image  of  reality, 
or  from  our  ultimate  fate  as  human  be¬ 
ings.  Nor  can  any  economic  system,  po¬ 
litical  ideology,  or  other  human  invention 
provide  the  basis  for  a  pure  and  undis¬ 
torted  view  of  reality. 

As  followers  of  Christ,  we  are  called  to 
focus  on  God,  and  not  on  the  physical 
world,  as  the  basis  for  our  worldview. 
When  we  view  reality  from  the  vantage 
point  of  faith  in  what  God  has  revealed  as 
His  will  and  way  for  human  life,  we  are 
best  able  to  keep  all  our  other  views  in 
proper  perspective. 

Ironically,  the  Christian  worldview 
had  its  genesis  in  a  place  that  is  remote 
and  tiny  on  anyone’s  map:  Bethlehem. 
Yet  nothing  in  the  world  is  more  real  or 
worthy  of  trust  than  the  story  of  God’s 
taking  on  human  form  there  and  dwelling 
among  us  as  one  of  us. 

It  is  important  that  we  and  others  over¬ 
come  any  arrogant  or  distorted  images 
we  may  have  of  the  world  revolving 
around  us.  We  can  be  grateful  for  better 
maps  and  other  tools  which  assist  us  in 
this  task. 

It  is  more  important  that  we  look  be¬ 
yond  the  limited  vantage  point  of  geog¬ 
raphy  and  human  culture  for  our  cen¬ 
tral  definition  of  life’s  purpose  and  mean¬ 
ing. 
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When  the  smooth  talking 
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stranger  ( read,  angel ) 
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greeted  her,  too  flowery, 
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“Hail,  O  favored  one, 
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the  Lord  is  with  you !  ’  ’ 
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ypj  v  . 

Mary  knew  enough 

to  be  suspicious. 
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The  Bible  says  she  wondered 
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“What  sort  of  greeting 

this  might  be.” 
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I’ll  bet  she  wondered. 
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Who  wants  such 

j 

unexpected  and  disturbing  surprises? 
Even  God’s? 

■  ......  f  a  ti 

There’s  fear,  anxiety  and 

I 

t '  rVvf  1  mK  •- 

something  apprehensively  alarming 
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in  such  an  awesome  unknown  gift ! 

Do  I  want 

! 

new  life  in  me? 
by  God’s  design? 

i 
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D  Wary  we  would  also  be. 

|  But  that  fine  lass 

j 

£■0  :  It 

1  burst  forth  in  song 

1  of  liberation: 
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*  “My  soul  magnifies  the  Lord  .  .  . 
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5  he  has  put  down  the  mighty 
^  from  their  thrones, 
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0  and  exalted  those 

3  of  low  degree ; 

K  he  has  filled  the  hungry 
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1  with  good  things, 

P  and  the  rich 

r  ill '  wif!  11  • 

he  has  sent  empty  away !  ” 

i  That’s  what  this 

3  Little  Surprise  ( read,  baby  Jesus ) 

J  will  bring. 

9  Some  gift.  Yes.  Yes. 

«  SOME  GIFT' 

Here  I  Stand 
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us  to  go  beyond  our  6 words  ’ 


By  DENNIS  DELACURE 
I  have  just  returned  to  the  study  from 
teaching  our  Thursday  night  Midweek 
Bible  Study.  It’s  a  group  and  an  event  I 
love  very  much.  There  are  45  to  60  min¬ 
utes  of  solid  “meat.” 

But  in  my  ears  ring  words,  words, 
words!  All  important.  All  “Biblical.’’  All 
“evangelical.”  And  all  true.  But  still  only 
“words”  until  we  live  them.  Until  the 
word  “becomes  flesh.” 

I  feel  sometimes  there  are  too  many 
“words”  in  the  world!  We  try  so  hard  to 
communicate.  We  try  so  hard  to  explain. 
We  “measure,”  we  “weigh,”  we  “take 
care”  in  our  use  of  words  (especially  in 
the  teaching  of  the  Word)  —  but  still 
there  are  so  many  "words.  ” 

But  isn't  it  marvelous  that  when  God 
really  wanted  to  “speak”  to  us,  really 
wanted  to  “know”  us,  really  wanted  to  be 
“known”  by  us,  He  didn’t  speak  a  lot  of 
“words.”  The  Bible  says,  “The  Word  be¬ 
came  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us  ...  ” 
How  beautiful  Christmas  is!  The  end  of 
"words”  and  the  coming  of  The  Word  — 
in  flesh! 

Tragic  to  argue  over  Bible 

It's  tragic  that  we  argue  so  much  about 
and  over  the  Bible.  Obviously  if  the  Word 
was  simply  the  printed  Word  or  the  spo¬ 
ken  Word,  humankind  already  had  that 
They  had  Scriptures.  They  had  “The 
Book.”  They  had  the  “prophets”  who 


My  Witness 

Differences  advance  faith  journey 


By  JAMES  H.  SMITH 

There  was  a  time  when  I  wished  that 
the  charismatic  members  of  my  congre¬ 
gation  would  go  to  some  other  church.  I 
expressed  such  thoughts  to  a  member  of 
the  church  I  was  serving  and  he  said  it 
would  be  too  bad  if  they  left.  He  felt  they 
had  something  we  all  needed.  He  was  not 
a  “charismatic”  himself,  but  was  willing 
to  “dialogue”  with  those  who  were  of  that 
persuasion. 

This  caused  me  to  do  some  thinking. 
What  I  really  objected  to  was  the  judg¬ 
mental  attitude  of  those  charismatics  I 
knew.  I  found,  however,  that  I  was  being 
just  as  judgmental.  I  must  say  that  I  did 
not  like  that  image  of  myself. 

So  I  began  to  enter  some  serious  and 
often  heated  discussions  with  a  friend  who 


was  deeply  involved  in  the  charismatic 
movement.  I  said  to  him,  "Wil,  I  am  glad 
for  you  that  you  have  had  a  charismatic 
experience  and  I  respect  your  experi¬ 
ence.  I  just  wish  that  you  would  respect 
others  who  have  not  had  such  an  experi¬ 
ence  and  recognize  that  their  Christian 
faith  is  no  less  valid  than  your  own.  Their 
experience  is  just  as  meaningful  as  yours, 
but  they  do  not  try  to  ‘force’  it  on  others.” 

I  also  said,  "Up  to  this  time,  God  has 
not  required  of  me  that  I  speak  in  tongues 
to  be  a  follower  of  the  Christ.  If  that  is  re¬ 
quired  of  me  sometime  in  the  future,  so 
be  it.  I  will  accept  it  then.  But  please,  do 
not  regard  me  as  a  lesser  Christian.  Let 
us  live  as  Christian  brothers." 

Wil  and  I  then  began  to  have  some 
serious  dialogue  and  we  encouraged  each 


other  along  the  pilgrimage  of  faith.  I 
wish  that  dialogue  were  continuing  to¬ 
day,  but  I  was  transferred  to  another 
church  and  Wil  was  fatally  injured  in  an 
accident.  But  I  owe  him  a  great  debt  of 
gratitude  for  helping  me  grow  in  my 
journey  of  faith. 

My  experience  with  a  charismatic 
Christian  has  taught  me  that  we  can  ac¬ 
cept  others  in  Christian  love,  and  grow  in 
fellowship,  even  though  we  disagree. 
When  I  listen  to  views  that  differ  from 
mine  in  relation  to  the  faith,  I  also  experi¬ 
ence  anew  the  Christmas  spirit  of  peace 
and  goodwill  which  accompanied  the 
birth  of  our  Savior. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
James  H.  Smith,  is  pastor  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Oregon  City,  Oregon. 


Resignation  reminder  of  our  need  for  God’s  grace 


To  the  Editor: 

I  just  had  to  take  a  minute  to  thank  you 
for  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  sensitive  and  in¬ 
cisive  “reflections”  on  Jim  Armstrong’s 
resignation  (UMR,  Dec.  2). 

Many  will  no  doubt  wonder  “why?" 
and  still  more  will  be  ready  to  condemn 
Tor  one  reason  or  another.  The  underly¬ 
ing  truth  is  that  we  all  stand  in  the  need 
,-of  grace  —  and  that’s  what  the  Good 
News  is  all  about. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  could 
regain  that  insight  today  there  would  be 
ra  revival! 

David  F.  Knecht 
Fargo,  North  Dakota 

Armstrong  resignation 
•reflection  helpful 

To  the  Editor : 

I  want  to  express  deep  appreciation  for 
•  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  insightful,  crisp  and 
compassionate  editorial  reflections  on 
•Bishop  James  Armstrong’s  recent  resig¬ 
nation  (UMR,  Dec.  2).  His  underscoring 
"•  of  the  real  value  questions  involved  and 
’  his  careful  and  diligent  sense  of  compas¬ 
sion  give  us  all  a  context  in  which  to  both 
■  reflect  and  learn. 

'  Thank  you  for  a  very  helpful  discussion 
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of  a  significant  news  event  in  the  life  of 
our  church  and  our  nation. 

Neil  M.  Alexander 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Communion  of  saints 
concept  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  Spurgeon 
Dunnam’s  compassionate  analysis  of 
Bishop  Armstrong’s  resignation  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  2).  However,  one  statement 
he  made  could  lead  to  great  misunder¬ 
standing  between  major  segments  of 
Christianity. 

The  statement  I  am  referring  to  is  that 
"this  occurrence  is  a  reminder  of  why 
Protestants  celebrate  the  community  of 
saints,  but  do  not  single  out  individuals 
for  adoration  as  saints.” 

Members  of  the  Anglican,  Orthodox 
and  Roman  Catholic  communions  do  in¬ 
deed  have  picture  stained  glass  windows, 
icons  and  statues  ;  but  this  does  not  mean 
they  “adore”  these  human  predecessors 
in  struggle.  Do  American  citizens  adore 
the  generals,  statesmen  and  other  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  honored  by  statues  in  the 
parks?  If  you  have  a  picture  of  John  Ken¬ 
nedy  or  Martin  Luther  King  or  John  Wes¬ 
ley  or  your  local  pastor  hung  up  in  your 
home,  church  or  office,  does  that  mean 
you  adore  him? 

Honor,  yes.  Venerate,  yes.  Adore  or 
worship,  NO.  That  is  reserved  for  God 
alone.  Any  well-informed  member  of  any 
of  these  churches  will  tell  you  that.  They 
believe  that  the  communion  of  saints  in¬ 
cludes  not  only  the  living  but  also  those 
who  have  gone  before  and  do  ask  for  their 
intercession  in  the  same  way  that 
friends,  relatives  or  fellow  church  mem¬ 
bers  would  ask  your  prayers  for  an  im¬ 
portant  intention. 

To  think  otherwise  is  for  Christians  to 
be  in  battle  over  something  that  does  not 

Patricia  Mills 
Tampa,  Florida 

World  evangelist  shows 

distorted  logic 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  amazed  at  Dr.  Alan  Walker’s  dis¬ 
torted  logic  in  his  statement  that,  by 
moving  into  Grenada,  “the  U.S.  is  adopt¬ 
ing  the  same  immoral  policy  which  Sovi- 
et-Russia  is  following  in  Afghanistan  and 
Poland”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18). 

Does  he  see  no  distinction  between  de¬ 
livering  a  nation  from  an  oppressive 
Marxist  rule,  as  in  Grenada,  and  the  So¬ 
viet  practice  of  imposing  or  solidifying 
repressive  non-democratic  regimes,  as 
in  Afghanistan  and  Poland?  The  citizens 
of  Grenada  see  the  difference! 

A  “world  evangelist”  with  such  lack  of 
perception  should  avoid  political  judg¬ 
ments. 

Ray  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 

Wanted:  a  different 
imafje  of  God’s  people 
To  the  Editor: 

Each  week  as  1  read  the  Reporter,  I  not 
only  get  to  see  the  thoughts  and  opinions 
of  other  UMs,  but  I  even  get  the  sound  i  f- 


fects.  The  sounds  of  doors  of  the  mind 
slamming  shut! 

In  a  typical  week,  one  article  tells  us  of 
Pentecostals  or  liberals  tearing  up  k 
church  with  strife  (see  UMR,  Nov.  11). 
One  letter  condemns  the  NCC,  another 
condemns  inclusive  language,  another 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  an¬ 
other  demands  a  new  and  improved  mis¬ 
sion  board.  So  it  goes,  week  in  and  week 
out. 

Frankly,  at  times  one  wonders  if  the 
Lord  is  pleased  in  any  way  with  these 
folks  who  are  so  dogmatically  sure  of 
themselves  that  they  are  willing  to  tell 
the  whole  world  they  are  right  and  all 
others  wrong? 

In  this  same  issue  Ruth  Harder  asks, 
“Would  I  want  that  letter  writer  for  a 
friend?”  It  may  be  we  have  come  to  the 
time  to  ask  a  more  important  question  of 
each  letter  writer.  “Would  Jesus  Christ 
want  us  for  a  friend,  or  would  He  turn 
away  from  us  as  He  did  from  so  many 
Pharisees  of  by -gone  days?” 

It  is  not  the  correctness  of  our  doctrine 
which  the  Lord  will  measure,  but  rather 
it  is  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts  to  Him. 
Not  one  of  us  has  been  charged  with 
keeping  others  pure  in  their  beliefs.  We 
are  charged  only  to  study  and  show  our¬ 
selves  approved  before  God. 

As  to  others,  everything  I  read  in  God’s 
Word  seems  to  suggest  that  I  am  charged 
to  be  loving  to  ALL  people,  not  just  those 
who  agree  with  me. 

Someday  I  expect  to  pick  up  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  not  hear  even  one  door  slam¬ 
ming  shut,  but  rather  the  hearty  greeting 
of  Christians  who  love  one  another 
despite  their  differences.  What  a  witness 
that  will  be! 

David  E.  Maly 
Navarre,  Ohio 

UMR  helps  church 
overcome  parochialism 

To  the  Editor : 

How  relatively  parochial  was  our 
church  before  you  gave  us  the  Reporter. 
God  bless  you. 

Loyd  Stone  Whitbeck 
Sunnyvale,  California 

Two  misconceptions 
abroad  today 

To  the  Editor: 

Luke  19  reports  that  Jesus  wept  over 
the  city  of  Jerusalem:  “If  you  only  knew 
today  what  is  needed  for  peace!  But  now 
you  cannot  see  it."  In  70  A.D.  Jerusalem 
was  totally  destroyed  by  Roman  armies. 

There  are  two  serious  misconceptions 
abroad  in  our  land  today : 

(1)  The  arrogant  assumption  that  it  is 
the  military  alone  who  have  kept  the 
peace  (what  peace?)  for  the  past  40 
years.  How  about  the  efforts  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  and  governments  for  “peaceful  co¬ 
existence,"  “detente,”  “cooperation,” 
and  "negotiation”?  How  about  presi¬ 
dents  and  congressmen  and  women  who 
have  shown  restraint  in  international  re¬ 
lations?  How  about  the  work  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations,  the  Red  Cross,  the  Salvation 
Army,  Food  for  Peace,  fair  trade,  peo- 
ple-to-people  exchanges,  the  Peace 
Corps,  the  world  mission  of  the  churches, 


the  churches  have  defined  themselves 
primarily  in  terms  of  the  sexual  lifestyle 
of  their  members.  That  is  why  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church  came  into  ex¬ 
istence.  The  Christian  churches,  virtual¬ 
ly  without  exception,  are  officially  hetero- 
sexist.  A  person  must  be  married  or  celi¬ 
bate  to  find  approval  within  their  ranks. 

Meanwhile,  those  same  churches  are 
closetedly  homosexual  to  an  extent  that 
would  prove  shocking  were  it  a  matter  of 
public  knowledge. 

On  the  subject  of  sex,  the  churches  are 
massively  hypocritical.  It’s  too  bad  you 
didn’t  feel  like  pointing  this  out.  The 
hypocrisy  of  the  churches  on  the  subject 
of  sex  cripples  their  effectiveness  in  ad¬ 
dressing  many  public  issues,  and  it  unfits 
them  for  hearing  and  proclaiming  the 
gospel.  Tom  F.  Driver 

New  York,  New  York 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


spoke  in  “many  and  various  ways”  ( Heb. 
1:1).  They  had  Ecclesiastes  (“The 
Preacher").  They  had  “words”  about  God 
spoken  and  taught  even  among  them¬ 
selves,  not  just  by  the  prophets  and 
preachers.  But  what  they  didn’t  have  was 
“the  Word  made  flesh."  So  God  gave  us 
His  Word:  a  beautiful,  strong,  loving  Son. 

The  Word  in  the  Bible  is  not  the  Bible, 
but  the  Son.  He  is  “the  word  made  flesh 
to  dwell  among  us.”  (“They  said  to  you 
of  old,  but  I  say  to  you  ...”  (Matt.  5). 
“He  spoke  as  One  having  authority.  ”  The 
Word  is  a  “living  word”  (Heb.  4:12).  It  is 
“the  Word  made  flesh.”  The  Word  is 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God  ( Rev.  19:13). 

Christmas  is  the  coming  of  the  Word  of 
God  in  the  flesh.  God  knew  that  there 
were  quite  enough  “words”  in  the  world! 
Even  religious  words.  Even  Biblical 
words.  Even  Scriptural  words.  Even 
“salvation”  words.  But  when  He  was 
ready  to  speak  ultimately,  personally 
and  finally,  He  made  “the  Word"  flesh. 

I  like  to  think  that  the  world  was  silent 
that  night  of  nights  when  God  spoke.  I 
like  to  think  that  the  shepherds  had  fin¬ 
ished  all  their  “words”  around  the  camp¬ 
fires  and  grown  quiet.  They  heard  the 
angels.  They  heard  the  Word.  After  all, 
had  God  not  said,  “Be  still  and  know. . .’’ 
Silent  Bethlehem  night 

Someone  has  said,  “Silence  is  the  real 
‘conversation’  between  friends.  It’s  not 
the  ‘saying,’  but  the  never  needing  to 
‘say’  that  makes  the  difference.”  God 
spoke  out  of  silence. 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  there  on  our 
pilgrimages  can  feel  even  now  the  si¬ 
lence  of  Bethlehem  nights,  the  sweet 
smell  of  the  incense  of  the  manger,  the 
quiet  of  mornings  at  the  place  where  “the 
silent  Word  was  pleading.” 

Out  of  that  silent  Bethlehem  night,  the 
Star  shone.  Out  of  that  silent  Bethlehem 
sky,  the  angels  of  Christmas  were  seen 
and  heard.  Out  of  that  “silent  night,  holy 
night,”  God  “sent  forth  His  Son”  —  not  in 
more  words,  but  in  “the  Word  .  .  .  made 
flesh  ...  to  dwell  among  us.” 

As  one  whose  calling  is  “words.”  I  am 
so  eternally  grateful  for  Christmas  —  for 
a  Word  that  can  be  seen,  and  felt,  and 
heard,  and  known,  and  understood. 

As  Christmas  comes  again,  we  should 
resolve  to  get  beyond  our  words.  There 
are  so  many  arguments  and  differences 
between  Christians  over  words,  over  in¬ 
terpretations  of  the  Word,  over  Biblical 
“camps,”  over  views  of  the  Bible,  etc. 
It’s  dividing  Christians  and  tearing  up 
churches  all  over  the  country.  It’s  ex¬ 
ternalizing  that  which  came  to  be  inter¬ 
nalized. 

Maybe  if  we  get  very  still  and  quiet  and 
hush  our  words  we’ll  hear  the  Word 
again:  “Go  now  even  unto  Bethlehem 
and  see  this  thing  which  has  come  to 
pass,  which  the  Lord  has  made  known  to 
us!”  If  so,  we  will  have  Christmas  and 
keep  it.  For  then  we  will  have  the  Word 
living  in  us. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Dennis  Delacure,  is  pastor 
of  First  UMC  in  Gainesville.  Florida 
(Florida  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spac¬ 
ed  pages  maximum  length )  to  “Here  I 
Stand,”  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


(2)  The  misconception  that  a  coming 
Armageddon  may  be  God’s  will.  Jesus 
said:  “lam  come  that  you  may  have  life, 
life  more  abundant.”  God  rather  has  giv¬ 
en  us  responsible  freedom  to  choose.  “I 
have  set  before  you  this  day  life  and 
death.  Choose  life.”  Our  actions  in  Hiro¬ 
shima  and  Nagasaki,  Lebanon  and  Gre¬ 
nada,  El  Salvador  and  Nicaragua  do  not 
guarantee  that  we  will  be  on  the  victor¬ 
ious  “good”  side  at  Armageddon. 

Bob  McBride 
Howard,  South  Dakota 
TV  news  invades  privacy 
To  the  Editor: 

Time  and  again  on  our  TV  newscasts, 
pictures  are  shown  of  people  in  deep, 
deep  grief.  These  are  close-up  pictures. 
They  are  crying  and  trying  to  cover  their 
faces.  Who  wants  a  picture  taken  then? 
Unless  permission  is  given,  this  is  an  in¬ 
vasion  of  privacy. 

As  a  retired  minister,  I  have  conducted 
hundreds  of  funerals,  hoping  to  console, 
the  bereaved  through  the  consolation  of 
faith.  But  those  TV  pictures  shock  me. 

It  is  understandable  to  show  a  couple 
whose  child  has  been  kidnapped  asking 
for  the  child’s  return.  But  the  exposure  of 
private  grief  to  public  view  reveals  an  in¬ 
sensitivity  to  grief  and  suffering.  This  is 
not  good  journalism.  It  is  gross  and 
cruel.  Alex  C.  Bryans 

Dallas,  Texas 

NCC/MCC  editorial 
taken  to  task 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  very  sad,  your  Nov.  25  editorial 
about  the  non-action  taken  by  the  NCC  in 
the  case  of  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Even  worse  than  your  applaud¬ 
ing  the  evasiveness  of  the  NCC  is  the  rea¬ 
son  you  give  for  why  it  “probably  would 
have  been  wrong”  to  “welcome  (the 
MCC)  into  membership.”  You  write: 
“We  believe  that  no  organization  can  de¬ 
fine  itself  primarily  in  terms  of  the  sex¬ 
ual  lifestyle  of  its  members  and  appro¬ 
priately  be  considered  an  orthodox  Chris¬ 
tian  ‘church.’  ” 

Good  heavens!  For  centuries  now.  all 


Is  Cabbage  Patch 
search  time  wasted? 


It’s  taken  some  effort  to  stave  off  feel¬ 
ings  of  self-righteousness  as  the  great 
Cabbage  Patch  Kids  saga  has  unfolded 
this  Christmas  season. 

For  reasons  I  don’t  understand,  but 
gratefully  accept,  none  of  my  children 
became  obsessed  with  obtaining  one  of 
the  hard-to-get  Cabbage  Patch  crea¬ 
tures. 

This  has  enabled  me  to  hear  and  read 
of  the  heroic  efforts  of  parents  to  find  the 
dolls  for  their  children  with  a  degree  of 
smug  detachment.  I  could  easily  agree 
with  the  predictable  comment  that  such 
crazes  are  “utterly  absurd.”  Imagine, 
adults  standing  in  line  out  in  the  cold  all 
night  long  to  be  among  the  few  lucky  pur¬ 
chasers  of  a  $20.00  doll  with  a  head  shap¬ 
ed  like  a  cabbage !  ‘  ‘Sheer  insanity !  ’  ’ 

But  I  wonder  how  many  parents,  or 
grandparents,  can  truthfully  deny  ever 
making  similarly  “absurd”  efforts  to  se¬ 
cure  an  object  on  which  a  loved  child’s 
heart  and  mind  have  become  set?  Would 
it  really  be  a  compliment  to  me  if  I  could 
prove  that  I  have  never  felt  or  expressed 
such  concern  to  please  someone  I  love? 

Most  of  us  develop  periodic  obsessions 
of  one  type  or  another.  I  recall  once 
spending  most  of  a  Saturday  afternoon 
thumbing  through  old  records  in  a  used 
record  shop  in  search  of  a  coveted  rock  ’n 
roll  platter  from  the  mid-1950s. 

In  retrospect,  that  was  a  pretty  foolish 
price  to  pay  to  satisfy  a  nostalgic  whim.  I 
don’t  feel  guilty  about  it  because  the 
search  was  personally  satisfying.  But  the 
world  isn’t  any  better  because  of  my  ef¬ 
forts. 

1  doubt  you’d  have  to  search  very  hard 
to  discover  similarly  “absurd”  or  waste¬ 
ful  uses  of  your  time  to  satisfy  some  per¬ 
sonal  whim. 

It’s  something  else  to  spend  a  part  of 
yourself  seeking  to  bring  joy  into  the  life 
of  another.  The  whim  being  satisfied 
may  be  silly,  but  the  spirit  of  giving  be¬ 
hind  it  isn’t.  The  world  is  a  little  better 
each  time  one  of  us  shows  by  example 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 
that  we  understand  and  honor  what 
someone  else  feels  to  be  important. 

In  fact,  giving  of  oneself  for  the  benefit 
of  others  is  very  close  to  the  central 
meaning  of  Christmas.  If  you  think  about 
it,  the  original  and  greatest  Christmas 
gift  could  easily  have  been  considered  a 
foolish  waste  of  time  and  effort.  If  God 
had  thought  as  we  so  often  do,  humanity 
would  not  have  been  considered  worth 
saving.  History’s  pre-eminent  example 
of  Self-Giving  Love  would  have  been 
withheld. 

I  recognize  that  this  position  could 
easily  be  misunderstood  as  a  call  for  un¬ 
bridled  self-indulgence.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  my  intention.  The  challenge 
I  see  is  just  the  opposite:  how  do  we  ex¬ 
pand  our  circle  of  those  we  seek  to  please 
beyond  self,  and  then  beyond  our  im¬ 
mediate  circle  of  friends  and  loved  ones? 

My  most  foolish  investment  of  self  for 
another  so  far  this  Christmas  season  prob¬ 
ably  has  been  a  45-mile  drive  late  one 
night  to  insure  that  Santa  would  bring  my 
6-year  old  daughter  a  Baby  Tippitoes 
that  she’s  craved  for  the  past  several 
months.  If  I’m  to  be  faulted,  it  shouldn’t 
be  for  that  act  of  fatherly  love.  My  fault 
will  be  if  Christmas  passes  and  I  cannot 
cite  other  equally  “foolish”  investments 
of  self  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  others  whom 
I  know  and  don’t  know. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


i  Weekly 

Bible  study 

series  for 

youth  and 

youns  adults  for 
momins  or  evenins. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledse. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
Teacher  s  Manual:  $15.00 
Box  25101,  Dallas,  TX  75225 
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Judge  lets  convicts  say  ‘I’m  sorry 

Creative  alternative  sentences  allow  guilty  to  perform  restitution 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  Laverne  Rosentrad- 
er  could  have  spent  Advent  just  waiting 
for  Christmas  —  in  a  cell. 

He  was  sentenced  in  November  for  a 
federal  felony. 

But  U.S.  District  Judge  Warren  Urbom  — 
an  active  United  Methodist  layman  — 
believes  court  sentencings  ideally  ful¬ 
fill  the  repentance/forgiveness  theme 
of  the  One  who  was  born  that  first  Christ¬ 
mas. 

. .  a  better  feeling 
that  I  did  something  for 
my  mistake  and  not 
just  nothing.” 

“Part  of  my  idea  is  to  give  these  people 
a  chance  to  say,  ‘I’m  sorry,’  through 
their  actions,”  Judge  Urbom  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  That  generally  doesn't  happen  in 
the  “incredible  wastefulness’’  of  a  stay  in 
prison  or  jail,  he  said. 

So  the  judge  incarcerated  Mr.  Rosen- 
trader  in  the  Cedars  Home  for  Children 
here  (but  only  after  the  home  had  re¬ 
ceived  character  references  and  had 
approved  the  placement). 

“I  want  to  pay” 

When  the  Reporter  visited  the  con¬ 
victed  farmer  at  the  beginning  both  of 
Advent  and  of  his  sentence,  he  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  children  excited  by  the 
Christmas  lights  and  decorations  he  had 
put  up  that  day. 

To  be  sure,  Mr.  Rosentrader  is  no  vio¬ 
lent  criminal.  Judge  Urbom  described 
,his  crime  as  having  in  effect  stolen  tens 
of  thousands  of  dollars  from  the  federal 
government  by  selling  an  illegal  mort¬ 
gage  on  his  grain. 

.  “I  knew  prison  was  a  possibility,”  Mr. 
Rosentrader  said  as  a  couple  of  children 
~ran  squealing  down  the  hall.  His  attorney 
.earlier  had  pointed  out  that  another  Ne¬ 
braska  farmer  was  sent  to  prison  by  an¬ 
other  federal  judge  for  a  similar  crime. 

_  "I  thought  I  could  replace  that  corn, 
.and  save  the  farm  before  anybody  found 
out,”  Mr.  Rosentrader  said.  “It  was  the 


wrong  thing  to  do.  Afterwards,  you  won¬ 
der  how  you  could  think  so  poorly. 

“I  know  I  done  wrong,  and  I  want  to 
pay  what  I  should.  I  feel  good  about  being 
here  at  the  home  for  children,  and  I  want 
to  do  all  I  can  because  I  know  it’s  for  a 
good  cause.” 

Advent  promise  fulfilled 

For  a  month,  Mr.  Rosentrader  per¬ 
formed  carpentry  repairs,  electrical 
work,  grounds  maintenance,  etc.,  for  the 
non-profit  children’s  home.  Administra¬ 
tors  and  workers  were  effusive  in  their 
praise  of  his  helpfulness. 

This  weekend,  he  is  spending  Christ¬ 
mas  at  home  with  his  family.  He  now  is  a 
free  —  albeit  on  probation  —  man. 

Talking  to  him  even  at  the  beginning  of 
Advent,  it  was  clear  that  the  promise  of 
the  Advent  reading  from  Isaiah  —  “The 
people  who  dwelt  in  darkness  ...  on 
them  has  light  shined”  —  had  been  ful¬ 
filled  this  year  in  his  life. 

For  several  years,  he  said  he  lived  in  a 
dark  state  of  fear  and  guilt.  When  Mr. 
Rosentrader  finally  was  charged  this  Oc¬ 
tober,  he  pled  guilty. 

Sometimes,  first-time  non-violent  of¬ 
fenders  merely  are  put  on  probation.  Mr. 
Rosentrader  said  he  feels  a  sentence  of 
long-term  restitution  and  short-term 
community  service  like  the  one  he  re¬ 
ceived  helps  a  person  to  have  “a  better 
feeling  that  I  did  something  for  my  mis¬ 
take  and  not  just  nothing.” 

He’s  lost  his  farm  and  returned  home 
as  a  felon.  But  he  said  his  family  has 
stuck  by  him  and  the  members  of  his 
church  have  ‘‘really  supported”  him. 

Besides  his  30-day  community  service, 
he  must  pay  $100  a  month  for  five  years 
to  make  restitution  for  the  money  he 
“stole.”  That  won’t  come  close  to  paying 
everything,  his  attorney  said,  “but  many 
persons  simply  don’t  have  the  skills  to 
earn  the  money  to  make  full  restitution.” 

Sentences  have  shortcomings 

Judge  Urbom  regularly  tries  to  offer 
such  creative  or  alternative  sentences. 
He  admits  that  few  other  judges  in  the 
Midwest  show  his  same  enthusiasm,  al¬ 
though  an  estimated  100  alternative  sen¬ 
tencing  programs  for  adults  are  in  opera- 


Domestic  missions 
should  put  attention 
on  excluded  people 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  national  confer¬ 
ence  here  strongly  suggested  that  the 
future  df  United  Methodist  missions  in 
the  United  States  relates  heavily  to  the 
needs  of  "excluded”  people  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  ethnic  minority  persons. 

Speeches  to  more  than  400  UM  leaders 
here  Dec.  7-9  emphasized  that  members 
of  the  UMC  also  must  confront  their  own 
culpability  in  the  excluding. 

“We  must  confess  that  we  live  as  affluently 
as  we  do  because  others  suffer  from  our 
.  .  .  racist,  classist,  male-dominated  soci¬ 
ety,”  said  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux  in  an 
opening  speech  detailing  the  basic  tenets 
of  the  UMC’s  domestic  missions. 

“We  enjoy  at  the  expense  of  others,” 
said  the  chief  executive  of  the  National 
Program  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  which 
sponsored  the  event. 

Although  many  persons  talked  about 
the  conference  developing  a  new  vision 
for  national  missions,  no  consensus  state¬ 
ments  were  presented  or  adopted. 

One  stated  goal  of  the  special  meeting 
was  to  hear  concerns  from  people  across 
the  denomination.  But  several  partici¬ 
pants  complained  that  too  much  of  the 
time  was  spent  with  them  being  told 
about  the  far-flung  program  and  projects 
of  the  National  Program  Division,  in¬ 
cluding  community  centers,  new  church 
development,  short-term  domestic  mis¬ 
sionaries,  community  developers, 
schools  and  day-care  centers. 

The  invited  participants  included  an 
estimated  100  annual  conference  leaders, 
100  workers  in  National  Division  pro¬ 
jects,  50  directors  and  50  staff  members 
of  Global  Ministries  and  70  persons  from 
the  ethnic  caucuses  and  UM  missionary 
conferences. 

Missions  to  youth  urged 

National  missions  must  be  done  in  a 
global  context,  said  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  chief  executive  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  For  example,  he  said,  many  of  the 
most  needy  people  in  the  U.S.  are  refu¬ 
gees  of  global  actions,  including  the  sins 
of  the  U.S.  government. 

Dr.  Nugent  issued  a  ringing  call  for 
"committing  ourselves  in  a  new  way  to 
youth.”  Youth,  who  are  in  increasing 
proportions  ethnic  persons,  not  only  are 
excluded  by  society  but  often  by  the 
church,  he  said. 

He  noted  that  children  trained  on  com¬ 
puters  and  other  new  technological 
-.equipment  speak  and  think  a  different 
-^language.  “The  church  isn’t  relating  to 
•  these  technologically  sophisticated  kids. 

•'  “Think  of  young  people  growing  up  in 
/•America  with  sex  thrown  at  them  every 
T'day  and  drugs  on  the  playground.  How  do 
‘;you  hold  out  hope  to  them?  Why  not  sup- 
•;ply  a  steady  flow  of  missionaries  to  the 
•; youth  of  this  nation? 

£  The  UMC  must  find  out  “how  far  we  will 
•!  go  with  pluralism,"  said  the  Rev.  Roy  Sano, 
•lone  of  three  panelists  in  a  closing  ses- 
•;  sion  about  future  directions  of  mission. 


The  UM  professor  at  the  Pacific  School 
of  Religion  said  the  denomination  needs 
to  study  homosexual  issues  in  the  context 
of  all  the  Scriptures  to  be  careful  “lest 
the  living  word  of  God  be  turned  into  the 
dead  letter  of  the  law.”  He  said  the  UMC 
already  has,  in  a  sense,  violated  specific 
Scriptures  by  ordaining  women  and  per¬ 
sons  with  handicapping  conditions. 

“I  think  there  are  biblical  reasons  to 
push”  limits  of  pluralism  farther,  he  said. 

After  enthusiastic  applause  and  after 
another  speaker  commented  that  Dr. 
Sano  should  “be  elected  bishop  right 
here,”  one  annual  conference  leader  ask¬ 
ed  that  the  national  mission  agency  be 
careful  to  communicate  well  with  the  "grass¬ 
roots  church.”  As  the  church  gets  more 
and  more  pluralistic,  he  said,  it  gets  hard¬ 
er  for  individuals  in  any  part  of  the  church 
to  feel  that  all  of  “this  is  OUR  mission.” 

Concerns  about  being  heard 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  talk  about  minis¬ 
tering  to  excluded  persons  outside  the 
church,  a  lot  of  participants  expressed 
concern  —  some  publicly,  most  in  the 
hallways  —  about  not  being  heard  in  the 
denomination  or  at  the  conference. 

A  caucus  of  Asian-American  leaders 
announced  at  the  close  of  the  conference 
they  don’t  believe  the  UMC’s  structures 
enable  the  denomination  to  reach  out  to 
the  Asian-American  community. 

Their  cries  for  help  in  establishing  con¬ 
gregations  and  providing  pastors  for  a 
rapidly  growing  Asian  —  particularly 
Korean  —  population  have  not  evoked 
sufficient  response  from  the  structures, 
caucus  spokespersons  said. 

Thus,  the  caucus  has  decided  the  UMC 
ought  to  set  up  a  separate  missionary  an¬ 
nual  conference  to  respond  to  needs  of 
Asian-American  congregations. 

In  the  hallways,  many  annual  confer¬ 
ence  leaders  expressed  frustration  that 
the  conference  provided  them  with  little 
opportunity  to  tell  their  concerns.  Sever¬ 
al  complained  that  they  thought  the  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  leaders  were  “too  defen¬ 
sive”  and  spent  too  much  time  promoting 
their  programs  instead  of  discussing  im¬ 
portant  philosophical  issues.  “I  wish  they 
would  relax  and  know  that  we  are  their 
friends  and  support  the  mission  efforts  of 
our  church,”  said  a  minister  from  Texas. 

A  minister  from  Pennsylvania  said  he 
was  deeply  troubled  because  national 
mission  seemed  to  be  defined  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  in  terms  of  social  action  with  no 
explicit  speeches  or  workshops  about 
“leading  people  to  Christ.”  He  said,  “The 
people  in  the  churches  I  know  still  think 
the  first  priority  of  mission  is  conversion.” 

However,  many  participants  com¬ 
mented  that  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
way  Dr.  Bideaux  had  outlined  the  philo¬ 
sophy  of  mission  within  a  strongly  Christ- 
centered  context. 

“Christ  is  our  mission,”  Dr.  Bideaux 
told  the  conference.  He  said  he  had  found 
that  congregations  where  social  mission 
is  taking  place  are  congregations  who 
“are  close  to  Christ. .  .giving  major  empha¬ 
sis  to  worship,  Bible  study  and  prayer." 


tion,  primarily  on  the  East  Coast  and  in 
California. 

United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  at  its  fall  meeting  ap¬ 
proved  a  paper  on  criminal  justice  that 
calls  for  the  U.  S.  justice  system  to  place 
at  its  center,  not  retribution,  but  the 
goals  of  restitution  of  victims  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  of  criminals  with  society. 

The  board  is  asking  the  UMC’s  1984 
General  Conference  to  adopt  that  stance 
as  the  position  of  the  denomination. 

The  board  sees  alternative  sentencing 
as  an  answer  to  overcrowding  in  jails  and 
prisons  and  to  the  general  failure  of  pris¬ 
on  programs  to  rehabilitate  criminals 

But  sentencing  to  community  service 
also  has  shortcomings,  especially  for 
persons  convicted  of  the  “harder” 
crimes  such  as  burglary  and  robbery, 
Judge  Urbom  said. 

He  pulled  out  a  Corrections  Magazine 

“There  is  nothing 
corrective  about  the 
corrections  system.” 

zine”  report  which  examined  a  massive 
community  service  sentencing  program 
for  common  street  crimes  in  New  York 
City. 

The  study  found  that  44  percent  of  the 
persons  who  went  through  the  program 
were  rearrested  within  four  months,  al¬ 
most  all  of  them  for  petty  theft.  The  re- 
arrest  rate  for  persons  who  served  a  jail 
sentence  was  only  slightly  higher. 

However,  Judge  Urbom  emphasized, 
even  if  alternative  sentencing  doesn’t 
break  the  cycle  of  crime,  it  at  least  pro¬ 
vides  money  to  the  victims  of  crime  and 
thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  services  to 
the  public  that  otherwise  would  not  be 
performed. 

In  addition,  the  public  isn’t  saddled 
with  the  heavy  costs  of  incarceration. 

Convicted  executives  used 

Judge  Urbom  does  most  of  his  alterna¬ 


tive  sentencing  with  white-collar  crimi¬ 
nals.  They  have  the  skills  and  resources 
not  only  to  avoid  putting  themselves  back 
into  the  courts  again  but  also  to  help 
other  people. 

For  example,  more  than  a  dozen  presi¬ 
dents  and  chairmen  of  boards  of  con¬ 
struction  companies  have  been  convicted 
of  bid-rigging  in  his  court. 

This  kind  of  criminal  sometimes  goes 
to  prison  but  often  just  pays  a  fine  and  is 
put  on  probation.  Judge  Urbom  feels  20 
or  30  days  in  jail  is  especially  helpful  to 
persons  of  prominence. 

“I  want  them  to  know  they  are  not  im¬ 
mune  to  jail  and  also  to  enlist  them  in  un¬ 
derstanding  the  shortcomings  of  incar¬ 
ceration.” 

Such  is  the  case  of  William  Bowen  A 
construction  company  owner,  he  spent  20 
days  and  then  40  more  nights  in  jail. 
During  that  time,  he  worked  full-time  de¬ 
signing  a  program  to  create  jobs  for  peo¬ 
ple  coming  out  of  jail  and  prison.  Besides 
a  $10,000  fine,  he  had  to  pay  for  his  room 
and  board. 

After  he  was  allowed  to  sleep  at  home, 
Mr.  Bowen  had  to  give  15  hours  a  week  to 
the  project  for  six  more  months. 

“In  theory,  my  obligation  is  done,”  Mr. 
Bowen  told  the  Reporter.  But  the  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  professionals  on  the  board  of 
directors  he  created  for  his  project  elect¬ 
ed  him  to  serve  on  the  board,  too. 

“Before,  I  was  one  of  the  hardliners 
who  thought  that  anybody  who  commit¬ 
ted  a  crime  should  go  to  jail,”  he  said. 
“I’ve  found  there’s  nothing  corrective 
about  the  corrections  system.  I’ve  also 
come  to  believe  that  crime  repeaters, 
like  alcoholics,  won’t  stop  because 
they’re  punished,  let  go  or  pushed  into  a 
court-ordered  rehabilitation  program. 
They  change  only  when  they  voluntarily 
decide  to  do  so.” 

Judges  need  outside  help 

Judge  Urbom  said  one  of  the  purposes 
of  alternative  sentencing  is  to  create  an 
environment  where  such  voluntary 
changes  in  thinking,  personality  and  ac- 


LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  Laverne  Rosentrader,  right,  helps  children  trim  the 
Christmas  tree  at  the  Cedars  Home  for  Children  here.  He  was  sentenced  to 
the  home  during  the  Advent  season  by  a  Nebraska  judge  who  believes  non¬ 
violent  criminals  can  better  say  they  are  sorry  through  community  service 
sentences  than  through  a  prison  stay. 


tions  can  take  place. 

Such  sentencing,  however,  is  too  much 
work  for  most  judges,  he  said.  “I  am 
very  grateful  to  the  nonprofit  groups 
here  who  have  promoted  and  helped  by 
suegesting  creative  sentences 
One  area  in  which  churches  can  be 
helpful,  he  said,  is  in  the  development  of 
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alternative  sentencing  organizations 
which  can  do  a  lot  of  the  leg  work  in  find¬ 
ing  potential  community  service  jobs  to 
which  criminals  can  be  assigned 

“Eventually,  as  this  gets  more  publici¬ 
ty,  the  lawyers  can  do  a  lot  of  the  work  of 
developing  alternatives  and  suggesting 
them  to  judges.”  Judge  Urbom  said. 


UM  jurist  assesses  4 system ’ 

Church  ‘key’  to  redeeming  jailed 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Warren  Ur¬ 
bom  is  the  U.  S.  district  court  judge 
in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  an  active  U- 
nited  Methodist  layman  who  was  a 
delegate  to  the  1976  and  1980  Gener¬ 
al  Conferences.  He  is  well-known  in 
his  part  of  the  country  for  his  crea¬ 
tive  efforts  to  order  sentences  that 
can  be  a  positive  influence  on  a  con¬ 
victed  person’s  life.  The  following 
interview  was  with  Reporter  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck. 

You  say  you  want  white-collar 
criminals  to  spend  at  least  some  time  in 
jail  so  they  will  understand  the  short¬ 
comings  of  incarceration.  What  are 
the  shortcomings? 

A«  It’s  just  the  wastefulness  of  the 
time  spent  there.  The  people  are  idle. 
They  just  sit.  Very  little  constructive  is 
going  on. 

Q  •  What  about  the  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  prisons?  Aren’t  they  con¬ 
structive? 

A.  I’m  in  favor  of  continuing  the 
skills  and  education  programs  and  the 
counselors.  They  do  help  people.  Some 
persons  come  out  rehabilitated.  But 
there  is  no  assurance  that  those  persons 
would  not  have  turned  from  a  life  of 
crime  even  without  the  rehabilitation 
program.  These  programs  turn  out  more 
skillful  and  better  educated  criminals  as 
well  as  non-criminals.  It  still  seems  like 
they  have  little  effect  in  changing  a  per¬ 
son’s  attitude  from  criminal  to  non-crim¬ 
inal.  When  rehabilitation  occurs,  it  is  un¬ 
predictable  and  unexpected. 

Q  •  Then ,  why  send  people  to  prison  7 

A.  Penitentiaries  serve  two  pur¬ 
poses:  They  keep  criminals  from  com¬ 
mitting  crimes  while  they  are  incarcer¬ 
ated,  and  they  satisfy  the  public’s  need  to 
punish.  That  doesn’t  match  the  Christian 
ideal,  but  it  is  justice. 

Q#  How  much  better  can  rehabilita¬ 
tion  programs  be  made? 

Ai*  The  horror  of  the  criminal  justice 
system  is  that  I  just  don’t  know  how  the 
system  can  rehabilitate  a  criminal.  I 
read  a  lot.  But  the  more  I  read,  the  more 
discouraged  I  get. 

I  keep  finding  that  the  real  answer  lies 
in  the  home,  school  and  church.  But  by 
the  time  a  person  is  an  adult  and  in  pris¬ 
on,  the  home  and  school  have  lost  most  of 
their  influence.  That  leaves  the  church. 

Q.  What  about  various  suggestions 
for  prison  reform  and  your  own  work 
with  alternative  sentencing? 

A.  They  are  good  and  can  help.  But 
the  prospect  of  the  justice  system  by  it¬ 
self  being  a  great  factor  in  changing  peo¬ 
ple  is  very  small.  That  takes  love.  The 
justice  system  doesn’t  have  much  room 
to  love.  Look  at  me.  Even  if  I  operate  out 
of  love.  I  can’t  carry  out  the  sentence.  I 
just  give  orders.  And  the  people  in  the 


“God  sent  His  Son  into 
the  world  not  to  con¬ 
demn  the  world  but 
that  the  world  through 
i  Him  might  be  saved.” 

—  John  3:17 


Judge  Warren  Urbom  points  to  a 
new  federal  law  that  requires  federal 
court  sentences  to  include  restitution 
to  victims. 


system  can  take  only  so  many  risks  be¬ 
cause  they  are  responsible  for  providing 
protection.  I  try  to  put  conditions  into  my 
sentences  so  that  somebody  gets  some 
good  out  of  them,  even  if  it  is  just  the  vic¬ 
tim  or  the  public. 

Q.  How  important  are  repentance 
and  forgiveness  in  rehabilitating  a  crim¬ 
inal? 

A*  Very  important.  Actually,  the  jus¬ 
tice  system  works  for  75  percent  of  the 
people  who  enter  it.  They  get  convicted 
once,  apparently  change  their  ways  and 
never  come  back  again.  It's  the  repeat¬ 
ers  who  are  in  prison.  I  hear  a  lot  of  re¬ 
pentant  talk  just  before  sentencing,  but 
very  little  by  anybody  after  being  sent  to 
prison.  I  think  very  few  who  are  sent  to 
prison  are  truly  repentant  for  what  they 
have  done  wrong.  The  root  word  for  peni¬ 
tentiary  is  penitent.  The  founders  of  U.  S. 
penitentiaries  in  1785  thought  that  if  you 
isolated  persons  for  awhile,  they  would 
be  penitent  and  come  out  rehabilitated 
The  thesis  is  misplaced. 

What  do  you  think  of  the  criminal 
justice  statement  proposed  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  to  make  restitution 
and  reconciliation  top  goals? 

A  lot  can  be  done  with  restitution. 
A  federal  law  that  went  into  effect  just 
this  year  requires  that  all  federal  judges 
include  restitution  to  victims  as  part  of 
each  sentence,  unless  the  judge  states 
specifically  why  not.  Congress  intended 
this  to  be  a  model  for  states  to  imitate. 
Restitution  doesn’t  bring  reconciliation, 
though.  You  can  pay  a  victim’s  medical 
bills,  but  that  doesn't  get  at  the  emotional 
scars.  There  is  very  little  happening  to 
get  the  victim  and  the  criminal  lo  under¬ 
stand  what  really  happened  to  them.  It 
takes  the  church  to  do  that. 

Q  •  What  are  the  prospects  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  dealing  with  the  goal  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion? 

A.  As  a  judge.  I  have  to  say  it  sounds 
so  far  away.  Reconciliation  hasn't  been 
touched  by  the  system  as  far  as  I  know.  I 
think  the  system  could  do  something,  but 
I’m  not  persuaded  at  this  moment  that 
the  system  ever  can  be  effective  at  that 


I’m  sincere  in  saying  I  think  it  is  best 
done  by  the  church. 

Q  •  Are  you  opposed  to  the  proposal  to 
General  Conference? 

A#  I  just  think  that  the  church  telling 
those  of  us  in  the  system  what  to  do  isn't 
going  to  swing.  It  can  stand  there  and  tell 
us  to  do  all  kinds  of  things,  but  we  won't 
move  fast.  1  think  the  church  needs  to 
commit  itself  to  the  work  —  to  show  the 
way. 

Q.  Can  you  give  an  example  of  what 
the  church  could  do? 


A,  It  can  do  the  kinds  of  things  that 
many  Christians  and  churches  already 
are  doing  in  various  prison  ministries 
that  put  persons  in  face-to-face  relation¬ 
ships  with  inmates.  The  church  can  help 
crime  victims  forgive  the  criminals.  Un¬ 
forgiveness  can  eat  away  a  victim 

My  wife  has  an  example  of  how  recon¬ 
ciliation  can  work.  She  works  at  a  home 
for  battered  children.  She  found  a  boy 
who  had  stolen  a  car  and  discovered  she 
knew  the  owner  of  that  car.  She  told  him. 
If  you  were  my  boy,  you’d  have  to  meet 
the  woman  from  whom  you  stole  the  car.’ 
Later,  he  said  he’d  do  it.  They  both  were 
very  frightened  about  the  meeting  The 
woman  was  a  young  secretary  who  had 
visions  of  a  great,  big  burly  criminal. 
Everytime  she  came  home,  she  felt 
somebody  was  in  her  house  or  that  people 
were  watching.  She  found  herself  filled 
with  hate.  The  meeting  changed  all  that 
and  relieved  her  anxieties.  She  forgave 
the  boy  and  told  him  she  was  glad  he  had 
not  hurt  the  car.  He  was  changed  by  see¬ 
ing  how  he  had  hurt  a  real  person  and 
how  hard  the  woman  had  had  to  work  and 
save  to  buy  the  car. 

Unfortunately,  the  story  doesn't  have  a 
happy  ending  for  the  boy.  His  continuing 
problems  of  alienation  resulting  from 
meetings  with  his  prostitute  mother 
caused  him  to  regress.  He  broke  more 
laws  and  now  is  in  the  penitentiary.  But 
my  wife  says  that  despite  the  weariness 
one  feels  through  that  kind  of  failure,  she 
would  do  it  again.  At  least  the  victim  ex¬ 
perienced  a  long-term  reconciliation. 

The  church  can  do  this  in  a  major  way. 
It’s  the  only  hope  I  see  for  real  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  rehabilitation  of  criminals. 
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New  map  overcomes 
distorted  worldview 


By  Religious  News  Service 

A  world  map  that  gives  a  more 
accurate  view  of  the  relationship  of 
countries  and  continents  has  been 
published  by  Friendship  Press  and 
Church  World  Service,  agencies  related 
to  the  National  Council  of  Churches  (see 
related  editorial  on  page  2) . 

The  striking  map,  which  its  creator 
says  is  a  “symbol  of  equality  of  status 
and  equality  of  standards  of  all  people  of 
the  earth,”  is  designed  to  be  more 
geographically  accurate  and  at  the  same 
time  overcome  distorted  world  views 
that  may  have  been  engendered  by  older 
depictions  of  the  earth’s  surface. 

In  the  map  —  called  a  Peters  Projec¬ 
tion  after  its  designer,  Arno  Peters  — 
Europe  appears  to  have  withered  away. 
Africa  looms  large,  and  the  South 
American  continent  stretches  up  through 
more  than  half  of  the  Western  Hemis¬ 
phere. 

To  those  accustomed  to  viewing  the 
popular  “Mercator  Projection”  —  the 
style  of  wall  map  designed  400  years  ago 
and  found  in  thousands  of  classrooms 
around  the  country  —  the  world  seems  to 
have  changed. 

A  change  in  world  view  is  one  of  the 
goals  of  those  responsible  for  the  map. 
Dr.  Peters,  a  West  German  historian, 
has  published  the  map  in  Europe  for  the 
past  decade.  “Because  our  world  view  as 
human  beings  is  largely  dependent  on 
our  picture  of  the  world,  so  long  as  our 
picture  of  the  world  presents  us  with 
distortions,  our  world  view  will  be 
distorted,”  said  the  Rev.  Ward  L.  Kaiser, 
director  of  Friendship  Press.  Earlier 
maps  were  designed  to  center  on  Europe 
and  North  America,  and  in  the  popular 


Mercator  projection,  those  two 
continents  dominate  the  geography. 

In  those  Mercator  maps  the  northern 
hemisphere  is  favored  and  the  Soviet 
Union  appears  more  than  double  the  size 
of  Africa,  though  Africa  is  actually  larger. 

The  Peters  Projection,  though  it 
cannot  avoid  some  distortion,  is  said  to 
be  considerably  more  accurate  in  show¬ 
ing  how  the  land  masses  of  the  world 
actually  relate  to  one  another  in  size. 

The  map  is  being  distributed  by 
Friendship  Press  and  Church  World 
Service  in  an  effort  to  educate 
Americans  about  the  realities  of  world 
geography.  The  map  has  been  in  use  in 
Europe  for  a  number  of  years  and  is 
often  used  in  schools,  newspapers  and  as 
background  for  television  news  broad¬ 
casts. 

Mr.  Kaiser  said  his  agency  was 
distributing  the  map  because  “we  see  it 
as  being  very  central  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  correct  worldview.” 

The  map  also  abandons  a  long- 
established  practice  of  coloring  nations 
according  to  which  European  nation 
colonized  the  region. 

Church  agencies  in  Europe,  including 
Christian  Aid  in  England,  Bread  for  the 
World  in  Germany,  the  Vatican  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  make  use  of 
the  map  in  their  work. 

“Church  World  Service  cares  about 
how  people  view  the  world  and  their  own 
place  in  it,”  said  Dr.  Paul  F.  McCleary, 
executive  director  of  the  inter-church 
agency.  “If  we  see  ourselves  on  a  map 
that  is  more  accurate,  then  perhaps  we 
can  see  the  need  for  working  together .  .  . 
and  for  a  more  equitable  distribution  of 
resources.” 
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Conference  center 
given  cool  reception 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  Backers  of  a  proposed 
125-room  United  Methodist  Conference 
Center  in  Nashville  —  intended  to  reduce 
denominational  meeting  costs  —  got  only 
part  of  what  they  asked  for  from  the 
church’s  highest  program  and  finance 
councils  here  recently. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  merely 
“received”  the  request  for  authorization 
to  proceed.  The  denomination’s  general 
finance  agency  indicated  it  must  see 
more  specifics  on  how  the  proposed 
center  would  be  paid  for  before  it  will 
^consider  giving  its  final  OK. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM)  gave  its  approval  to  the  plan,  as 
requested.  Details  are  spelled  out  in  a 
lengthy  feasibility  study  conducted  by  an 
Atlanta  firm  of  certified  public 
accountants.  But  GCOM  added  the 
explicit  caution  that  no  financial 
obligation  can  be  incurred  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  or  any  entity  of  the 
church  in  the  conference  center's 
construction  or  operation. 

The  conference  center  is  proposed  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  joined  by  Scarritt  College, 
on  land  owned  jointly  by  the  two  Nash¬ 
ville-based  boards  immediately  south  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry’s  headquarters  building  and  across 
the  street  from  the  Scarritt  campus.  It  is 
also  only  a  block  from  the  campus  of 
Vanderbilt  University  and  from  the  Dis¬ 
cipleship  board’s  headquarters. 

Discipleship’s  chief  executive  Ezra 
Earl  Jones  told  the  GCOM  that  the  two 


boards  would  contribute  the  land  but 
would  have  no  cash  in  the  construction  or 
operation.  He  said  the  consultant  firm 
estimates  that  both  operating  costs  and 
mortgage  repayment  can  be  obtained 
through  operating  revenues.  For  ’ 
instance,  the  consultants  proposed  that 
rooms  in  the  conference  center  could 
rent  for  $35  single  or  $41  double  “in  1983 
dollars,”  subject  to  adjustment  upward 
to  offset  inflation.  The  conference  center 
would  have  banquet  halls,  meeting 
rooms,  restaurants  and  audio-visual 
facilities. 

Meetings  of  the  three  sponsoring 
bodies  and  of  other  Nashville-based  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  agencies  such  as  United 
Methodist  Communications  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House  are 
anticipated  as  revenue-producing  events 
for  the  conference  center.  Space  would 
also  be  rented  as  available  to  other 
national,  regional  or  local  religious  or 
non-profit  groups. 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  proposal  originated 
in  the  Discipleship  board’s  Hunger  and 
Value  Formation  Standing  Committee, 
out  of  concern  for  expenses  of  United 
Methodist  meetings  in  Nashville 
commercial  facilities.  "We  can’t  keep 
meeting  like  this,”  he  said.  But  he  agreed 
that  the  three  agencies  making  the 
proposal  may  not  be  able  to  come  up  with 
a  viable  financing  plan.  Any  such  plan 
must  be  approved  by  the  GCFA. 

The  GCOM  approved  the  request  quite 
late  in  its  Nov.  28-Dec.  2  meeting  here 
and  only  after  repeated  insistence  by 
council  members,  echoed  by  Dr.  Jones, 
that  no  United  Methodist  indebtedness 
would  be  incurred  in  either  the  building 
or  operation  of  the  center. 


6 Peace  advocate’  may  be  first  in  local  church 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON  -  “If  United  Methodists 
want  peace,  they  must  do  something 
about  it,”  declared  Woodrow  Seals,  the 
newly  appointed  “peace  advocate”  of  St. 
Stephen’s  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Lewis,  who  appointed 
Mr.  Seals  to  the  position,  believes  this  is 
the  first  time  a  “peace  advocate"  has 
been  appointed  within  a  local  church. 

Mr.  Seals,  a  66-vear-old  U.S.  district 
judge,  has  been  a  leading  member  of  St. 
Stephen’s  for  30  years.  He  says  he 
conceived  and  initiated  the  idea  of  a 
peace  advocate  in  order  to  “convince  the 
American  people,  especially  United 
Methodists  at  the  local  church  level  of 
the  danger  of  total  annihilation  from 
war.” 

As  peace  advocate,  Mr.  Seals  works  in 
a  lay-volunteer  capacity  and  is 
responsible  to  the  church’s  council  on 
ministries.  He  has  no  staff  or  budget  for 
peace  advocacy,  and  Mr.  Seals  relies  on 
volunteers  and  donations  for  his  support. 

"I  am  responsible  for  a  program,"  he 
said,  “that  highlights  peace  through 
posters  and  signs  throughout  the  church, 
articles  in  the  church  paper  and  church 
devotionals,”  he  said. 

Also  there  are  plans  for  a  year-long 
peace  study  and  a  monthly  peace  letter¬ 
writing  campaign  to  world  leaders  such 
as  King  Hussein  and  Yuri  Andropov. 

"The  problem,"  he  admitted,  “is 
keeping  the  issue  of  peace  on  the  minds 
and  in  the  prayers  of  the  congregation’s 
members.  When  we  see  a  film  such  as 
The  Day  After’  or  read  a  news  account, 
we  think  of  the  danger  for  a  few  days. 
Then  we  get  concerned  with  our  local 
problems  and.  before  you  know  it,  we 
have  forgotten  the  danger.” 

A  retired  Air  Force  colonel,  Mr.  Seals 
was  a  pilot  in  World  War  II.  However,  he 
says  he  was  “converted"  to  peace  during 
the  Vietnam  war.  "I  think  we  are  going 
to  blow  up  the  world  unless  Christian 
people  rise  up  and  demand  a  change  of 
course  in  the  U.S.  and  other  nations." 

Mr.  Seals  also  intends  to  use  his 
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advocate  position  to  gauge  the  idea  to  rise  from  the  grass  roots  level  in 
denomination’s  peace  consciousness.  the  United  Methodist  Church,  he  said. 

*  I’d  like  to  see  if  this  is  the  time  for  an  “I  think  our  people  are  about  ready  to 


HOUSTON  —  Woodrow  Seals  stands  beside  a  poster  bearing  a  message  to 
St.  Stephen’s  UMC  members  from  ‘the  peace  advocate.’ 


understand  that  this  missile  race  is 
taking  our  best  technology  and  putting  it 
in  arms  which  are  sitting  in  silos  and 
producing  nothing  when  the  world  is 
going  hungry.” 

No  stranger  to  organizing,  Mr.  Seals 
created  and  founded  the  St.  Stephen's 
society  in  1965.  As  non-profit,  United 
Methodist-related  civic-charity  groups, 
the  societies  now  number  over  100  and 
are  scattered  across  the  United  States. 

In  less  than  one  month  on  the  peace 
advocate  job,  Mr.  Seals  believes  he  has 
seen  the  “first  fruits  of  his  modest  peace 
venture”  within  the  St.  Stephen’s 
congregation.  At  a  recent  council  on 
ministries  meeting,  he  said,  another 
retired  Air  Force  colonel,  who  is  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  military  establishment, 
conducted  a  devotion  on  the  subject  of 
peace.  “So,  we  have  begun  to  make 
progress.” 


Telecommunications  ‘whole  loaf’  sought 


LOUISVILLE  (UMNS)  —  The  1984 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
will  be  asked  to  provide  $4.8  million 
annually  for  a  telecommunications 
ministry  for  the  denomination  instead  of 
half  that  amount  as  recommended  by  the 
top  program  coordinating  and  fiscal 
agencies  of  the  church. 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  of  Louisville, 
who  chairs  the  task  force  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  (UMCom)  that 
developed  the  proposal,  said  the  decision 
to  seek  the  full  amount  as  an  apportioned 
asking  was  made  Dec.  7.  Both  the  task 
force  and  the  UMCom  executive  commit¬ 
tee  concurred  in  the  action,  he  said. 

Hondurans  asked 


for  ‘clarification’ 
by  church  women 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  group  of 
American  churchwomen  —  including  six 
United  Methodists  —  who  were  barred 
from  Honduras  have  called  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  there  to  provide  “clarification”  of  a 
reported  order  against  “religious  per¬ 
sons”  entering  the  country  without  special 
permission. 

The  150  women,  all  appearing  at  a 
news  conference  in  the  Capitol  building 
here,  also  criticized  the  Reagan 
administration  for  not  intervening  on 
their  behalf.  The  women  had  wanted  to 
go  to  Honduras  to  pray  at  three  U.S. 
military  installations.  A  representative 
of  the  women  said  that,  in  meetings. 
State  Department  officials  expressed 
"no  concern,  no  word  of  assurance  or 
action  on  our  behalf.” 

Several  church  organizations  and 
members  of  Congress  have  voiced 
outrage  over  the  treatment  of  the 
women,  who  were  described  in  the 
Honduras  press  as  seeking  to  aid  leftist 
extremists.  The  Women’s  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  spoke  out  against  Honduras  for  “In¬ 
terpreting  prayer  as  a  political  act.” 
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At  meetings  ending  Dec.  2,  both  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  acting  separately, 
recommended  an  asking  of  $2.4  million 
annually  for  the  telecommunications 
package.  This  sum  would  be  in  addition 
to  the  regular  financing  of  UMCom. 

Although  they  agreed  on  the  amount, 
the  GCOM  and  GFCA  recommendations 
differed  on  how  the  money  would  be 
allocated.  The  former  proposed  that  75 
percent  of  the  money  received  go  to 
UMCom  and  the  remainder  stay  in  the 
annual  conferences.  GCFA  said  all 
money  raised  should  be  administered  by 


United  Methodist  Communications. 

The  communications  agency’s 
proposal  calls  for  the  $4.8  million  to  be 
divided  equally  between  the  annual 
conference  and  the  national  level. 

The  Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  general 
secretary  of  UMCom,  said  the  decision  to 
seek  the  full  amount  was  made  “after 
careful  and  extensive  discussion  in  which 
the  implications  of  each  possible 
decision  were  explored.”  This  means,  he 
said,  that  the  1,000  General  Conference 
delegates  who  gather  in  Baltimore  May  1 
will  have  three  proposals  before  them, 
and  the  decision  made  there  will  be  final. 


the  church  today 


Pioneer  in  conflict  resolution 
dies  after  battle  with  cancer 

FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.  -  The  Rev.  John 
P.  Adams.  60,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
highly  respected  for  his  peacemaking 
work  in  national  and  world  trouble  spots 
from  the  late  1960s  to  the  early  1980s.  died 
at  his  home  here  Dec.  10  after  battling 
cancer  for  nearly  two  years. 

For  14  years  beginning  in  1957,  Mr. 
Adams  had  a  unique  ministry  in  conflict 
and  violence  resolution  where  he  was 
based  in  Washington  as  the  staff  member 
responsible  for  “Law.  Justice  and 
Community  Relations”  with  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

Corrections  I 

The  chairman  of  a  planning  group  of 
United  Methodists  —  seeking  to  form  a 
missions  agency  independent  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  did 
not  meet  with  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
head  of  that  board,  to  discuss  support  for 
a  new  agency,  as  was  reported  in  a  story 
in  the  Reporter’s  Dec.  9  issue.  Rather, 
the  chairman,  the  Rev.  L.  D.  Thomas, 
said  he  met  with  several  other  top  exec¬ 
utives  of  the  board  and  later  wrote  to 
Dr.  Nugent  about  perceived  support  for 
the  alternative  agency. 

*  *  * 

The  recommended  total  for  United 
Methodism’s  basic  general  program¬ 
matic  World  Service  Fund  in  1985  is  $35.3 
million,  rather  than  the  $27.7  million  in¬ 
correctly  listed  by  the  Reporter  in  its 
Dec.  9  editions. 

The  smaller  total,  $27.7  million,  is  the 
amount  recommended  for  the  general 
church’s  program  agencies.  The  World 
Service  Fund,  in  addition  to  supporting 
budgets  of  those  agencies,  also  provides 
most  of  the  income  for  the  general 
finance  and  coordinating  agencies  and 
for  other  church-wide  causes. 

The  Reporter  regrets  these  errors. 


New  hymnal  planned  for 
UM  Korean  congregations 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  new 
hymnal  is  being  planned  as  one  way  of 
celebrating  two  anniversaries  for 
Korean  United  Methodists  during  1984: 
the  bicentennial  of  American  Methodism 
and  the  centennial  of  the  Korean 
Protestant  movement. 

A  task  force  of  Korean  United 
Methodists  and  staff  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  are 
collaborating  on  a  new  hymnal  designed 
to  serve  Korean  and  English-speaking 
congregations. 

5  UM-related  schools  top 
in  undergraduate  education 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Five  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  schools  are  tops  in 
the  nation  in  undergraduate  education, 
according  to  a  national  survey  of  U.S. 
college  presidents. 

U.S.  News  and  World  Report, 
published  here,  recently  polled  1,308  four- 
year  college  presidents  on  their  pick  of 
the  highest  quality  undergraduate 
schools.  The  662  respondents  each  chose 
five  schools  from  a  list  of  institutions 
most  similar  to  their  own  in  terms  of 
enrollment  and  the  range  of  academic 
degrees  and  programs  offered. 

Willamette  University.  Salem.  Ore., 
was  ranked  number  one  among 
comprehensive  universities  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  Depauw  University, 
Greencastle,  Ind.,  tied  with  Skidmore 
College  (N.Y.)  for  fourth  place  among 
the  nation’s  regional  liberal  arts 
colleges. 

Millsaps  College,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and 
Wofford  College.  Spartanburg.  S.C., 
topped  the  list  of  smaller  comprehensive 
universities  in  the  South  and  border 
states.  Southwestern  University. 
Georgetown,  Tex.,  tied  with  Mary 
Baldwin  College  <Va.)  for  third  place  in 
that  same  category. 


Stars  gather  for  Scarritt  Christmas 

NASHVILLE  —  Josephine  Tom-Ole,  left,  of  Papua-New  Guinea  and  Sara 
Nilson  of  Yakima.  Washington,  help  to  decorate  one  of  several  star-studded 
Christmas  trees  at  Scarritt  College  here. 

In  Scarritt's  Christmas  card  to  8,000  alumni,  a  paper  star  was  enclosed  — 
each  recipient  was  requested  to  return  the  star  with  a  prayer,  scripture, 
blessing  or  Christmas  thought  written  on  the  back.  Persons  from  across  the 
nation  and  world  are  sending  the  stars  back  to  decorate  several  Christmas 
trees  in  public  areas  of  campus  buildings. 

A  United  Methodist  graduate  school.  Scarritt  was  founded  in  1892  as  an, 
institution  to  train  missionaries.  Today,  people  come  to  Scarritt  for, 
graduate  study  in  Christian  education  and  in  church  music.  scarritt  photo  ■ 


Episcopal 
candidates 
upped  by  8 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Eight  ethnic  minority  persons  are  the 
latest  reported  as  endorsed  for  election 
as  United  Methodist  bishops. 

Endorsees  and  supporting  groups  are: 

The  Rev.  Noe  Gonzales,  unanimous 
choice  of  the  Rio  Grande  conference  dele¬ 
gation  in  the  1984  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence.  He  is  an  associate  general  secretary 
with  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson,  backed  by 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal.  He  is 
pastor  of  Holman  UMC  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  Rev.  Roy  Sano.  backed  by  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  Asian-American 
UM  caucus.  He  is  on  the  faculty  of 
Pacific  School  of  Religion. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett. 
backed  by  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
Native  American  UM  caucus.  He  is  a 
district  superintendent  in  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Arturo  Fernandez,  backed  by 
Hispanics  attending  a  recent  Western 
Jurisdiction  inter-ethnic  consultation.  He 
is  a  district  superintendent  in  the 
California-Nevada  conference. 

The  Rev.  John  G.  Corry,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Bethea,  and  the  Rev.  Leontine  T. 
C.  Kelly,  all  endorsed  by  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal.  Mr. 
Corry  is  a  professor  at  Meharry  Medical 
College  in  Nashville.  Mr.  Bethea  is 
administrative  assistant  to  the  bishop  of 
the  Raleigh  Area,  and  Ms.  Kelly  is  chief 
executive  for  evangelism  in  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

These  endorsements  bring  to  46  the 
unofficial  total  of  persons  endorsed.  The 
five  jurisdictional  conferences,  meeting 
simultaneously  next  July,  are  expected 
to  elect  18  to  the  episcopacy. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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INTEREST  IN  BUYING  ORCHESTRATION 
BOOKS  for  Tabernacle  Hymns  Number  Four. 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church.  220  W.  Burke 
Street. Martinsburg.  W  V  25401 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC. 
1800-mcmber  congregation  in  University  town, 
directing  choirs  and  coordinating  graded  choir 
program.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  728.  Starkville.  MS  39759  (tel.  601-323- 
5722). 

FOR  SALE  PITNEY  BOWES  =458  COPIER  and 
Gestetner  silk  screen  mimeograph  both  in  excellent 
condition.  Best  offer,  St.  Matthew  United  Methodist 
Church.  1200  Moreland  Dr..  Belleville.  IL  62223 
618/397-5994 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
NEEDED  by  June  1.  1984.  Active  1200+  church 
desires  person  with  training  and  experience  with 
special  interest  in  children  and  adult  ministries. 
Send  resumes  to  Harold  Sassman.  Pastor. 
Tarrytown  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O  Box  5566. 
Austin.  Texas  78763  Salary  minimum  is  $17,500 

DELUXE  TOUR  OF  ITALY.  SWITZERLAND. 
Austria.  France.  Belgium  and  Holland  12 
impressive  days.  Depart  Shreveport  Airport  on  April 
23.  1984.  Write  for  free  brochure.  Rev  Marshall 
McQueen.  Pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O  Box  577,  Carthage.  Texas 75633.  Call  214-693-3459 
or  693-5227 

NEED  A  FUND  KAIaEK  ?  PUBLISH  a  group 
cookbook  Free  brochure,  estimates  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories.  Sanders 
Printing.  Box  160-M2,  Garrelson.  SD.  57030. 1 605>  594- 
3427 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST »1u0  IN  theiuiureol  tne  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest ’’  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY.  N.Y. 
10115. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  CHRIST  IAN  couple 
to  serve  as  cottage  parents.  Apply  to:  Executive 
Director.  Vashti  Center.  1815  East  Clay  Street. 
Thomasville.  GA  31792 

ART  APPRAISALS  THROUGHOUT  SOUTHWEST 
Certified  for  donations,  insurance,  estates.  Tucker 
Appraisal  Associates.  We  do  not  buy  or  sell. 
By  appointment  only  (713)  529-8878. 

NEW  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  1  HE  NORTH 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference  is  seeking  an 
Executive  Secretary  for  the  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions  Professional  training  and  experience  in 
pension,  investments  or  related  fields  desirable. 
Contact  John  L.  Bowie.  Box  130.  Cleveland. 
Mississippi.  38732. 

CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  LARGE  UNITED 

METHODIST  church  in  Winter  Haven.  Florida, 
seeks  sober,  dependable  and  hard  working  couple  to 
team  as  custodians.  Ideal  for  recently  retired 
military.  No  grounds  keeping  Mechanical  ability  a 
plus  Spacious  home  overlooking  lake  part  of  the 
deal  Send  resume  plus  four  references  to 
Administrator.  700  N  Lake  Howard  Drive.  Winter 
Haven.  FL  33881. 
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Frankincense,  myrrh  lose  value 


Substances  Magi  gave  to  Jesus  possess  interesting  history 


By  BILL  CLARK 

JERUSALEM  (RNS)  -  While  many 
people  would  be  delighted  to  find  a  gift  of 
gold  beneath  their  Christmas  tree  this 
year,  few  would  know  what  to  do  with  lit¬ 
tle  boxes  of  frankincense  and  myrrh. 

Yet  twenty  centuries  ago,  when  the 
three  wise  men  worshipped  the  infant 
Jesus,  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh 
were  all  counted  treasures  fitting  as  of¬ 
ferings  to  a  Saviour. 


Gold  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  of 
prizes,  and  is  known  feven  from  the  Gar¬ 
den  of  Eden  (Genesis  2:11).  Humanity 
has  valued  it  —  sometimes  a  bit  too  much 
—  hoarded  it,  stolen  it  and  created  all 
sorts  of  symbols  from  it  —  from  golden 
calves  to  golden  arches. 

Gold  was  never  found  in  ancient  Israel. 
That  yellow  metal  from  King  Solomon’s 
mines  was  copper,  a  metal  much  more 
useful  to  the  ancients.  Gold  still  figures 


Church  college  case 
heard  by  Supreme  Court 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Whether  the 
government  may  require  private  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  to  comply  with 
anti-sex  discrimination  laws  was  argued 
on  Nov.  29  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

The  5-year-old  dispute  between  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Education  and  con¬ 
servative,  militant  Christian  Grove  City 
(Pa.)  College  arose  over  the  school’s  re¬ 
fusal  to  submit  a  form  indicating  it  does 
not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex. 

Founded  in  1867,  Grove  City  College 
was  originally  a  United  Presbyterian 
Church  institution.  Although  it  still 
claims  those  historic  roots,  the  school  is 
now  privately  owned  and  operated.  And 
while  it  receives  no  direct  financial  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  government,  the  college’s 
2,200  students  include  more  than  400  who 
receive  federal  grants  and  loans. 

The  legal  problem  concerns  the  col¬ 
lege’s  refusal  since  1977  to  file  form  639, 
an  assurance  of  compliance  that  it  does 
not  discriminate  against  women  in  any  of 
its  programs. 

To  file  the  form  would  be  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  it  operates  a  federally  funded 
education  program  and  is  therefore  sub¬ 
ject  to  all  current  and  future  Department 
of  Education  regulations  implementing 
Title  IX  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1972. 

Title  IX  states  in  part  that  no  person  in 
the  United  States  shall,  on  the  basis  of 
sex,  be  excluded  from  participating  in, 
be  denied  benefits  of,  or  be  subject  to  dis¬ 


crimination  under  any  education  pro¬ 
gram  or  activity  receiving  Federal  finan¬ 
cial  assistance. 

Because  it  does  not  discriminate 
against  women  as  a  matter  of  principle, 
because  it  refused  federal  funds  in  its  de¬ 
sire  for  autonomy,  and  because  it  does 
not  operate  any  programs  or  activities 
receiving  federal  assistance,  attorney 
David  M.  Lascell  argued  before  the  high 
court,  Grove  City  should  not  be  forced  to 
sign  the  compliance  form. 

But  Paul  M.  Bator,  acting  solicitor  gen¬ 
eral  of  the  United  States,  told  Supreme 
Court  justices  that  the  college,  by  per¬ 
mitting  students  who  receive  federal 
grants  and  loans  to  enroll,  does  conduct  a 
program  within  the  meaning  of  the  law. 

Although  Basic  Educational  Oppor¬ 
tunity  Grants  (or  Pell  Grants)  go  direct¬ 
ly  to  students  rather  than  to  Grove  City 
College,  Mr.  Bator  argued,  they  amount 
to  a  subsidy  of  the  school.  He  added  that 
Grove  City  College  could  resolve  its 
dilemma  by  telling  its  students  not  to 
take  grants  and  instead  issue  grants  of 
its  own,  a  practice  the  school  undertook 
when  the  federal  grants  were  first 
awarded  in  1972. 

A  Department  of  Education  adminis¬ 
trative  law  judge  found  that  the  college 
had  failed  to  comply  with  Title  IX  and 
that  students  were  therefore  ineligible  to 
receive  BEOGs  or  Guaranteed  Student 
Loan  (GSLs). 


The  Generations  to  Jesus  Ch  rist 

Hidden  in  the  puzzle  below  are  the  generations  from  Abraham  to  Jesus  as  re¬ 
corded  in  Matthew  1,  King  James  Version.  Jeanette  Drazdik  of  Euclid,  Ohio 
invites  you  to  find  and  circle  each  of  the  42  names  by  reading  it  up,  down,  across, 
diagonally  or  backwards. 


MIKA] 

1  L  E  N  M  I 

H  C  A  E  L  Z 

Abraham 

Solomon 

Salathiel 

Isaac 

Roboam 

Zorobabel 

Jacob 

Abia 

Abiud 

Judas 

Asa 

Eliakim 

Phares 

Josaphat 

Azor 

Esrom 

Joram 

Sadoc 

Aram 

Ozias 

Achim 

Aminadab 

Joatham 

Eliud 

Naasson 

Achaz 

Eleazar 

Salmon 

Ezekias 

Matthan 

Booz 

Manasses 

Jacob 

Obed 

Amon 

Joseph 

Jesse 

Josias 

Mary 

David 

Jechonias 

Jesus 

highly  into  world  economics,  and  is  daily 
the  grist  of  financial  writers  the  world 
over. 

There  isn’t  a  big  commodities  market 
in  frankincense  and  myrrh,  however. 
During  the  centuries,  these  pleasant 
scents  have  lost  much  popularity.  In  fact, 
most  people  who  enthusiastically  ex¬ 
change  Christmas  gifts  each  year  have 
little  idea  of  what  these  first  Christmas 
gifts  were. 

The  situation  was  much  different  dur¬ 
ing  antiquity.  Frankincense  and  myrrh 
—  just  like  gold  —  were  rare  luxuries 
which  were  imported  into  the  land  of  Is¬ 
rael.  Frankincense  comes  from  the  resin 
of  a  desert  tree  (Boswellia  carterii) 
found  in  arid  parts  of  Arabia,  Somalia 
and  India.  It  was  known  as  lebonah  in 
Hebrew,  and  the  prophet  Isaiah  records 
it  being  imported:  “The  multitude  of 
camels  shall  cover  thee,  the  dromedaries 
of  Midian  and  Ephah:  all  they  from 
Sheba  shall  come;  they  shall  bring  gold 
and  frankincense  (lebonah);  and  they 
shall  show  forth  the  praises  of  the  Lord” 
(Isaiah  60:6). 

People  who  study  word  origins  suspect 
the  Hebrew  lebonah  stems  from  a  root 
meaning  “white’’  and  indeed,  the  bal¬ 
samic  gum  is  whitish  when  it  exudes 
from  the  tree. 

The  ancient  Israelites  associated 
frankincense  with  pure  offerings  to  the 
Almighty.  Several  passages  in  Leviticus 
give  precise  details  on  how  the  fragrant 
incense  is  to  be  used:  for  example,  “and 
he  shall  take  thereout  his  handful  of  the 
flour  thereof,  and  of  the  oil  thereof,  with 
all  the  frankincense  thereof,  and  the 
priests  shall  burn  a  memorial  of  it  upon 
the  altar,  to  be  an  offering  made  by  fire 
of  a  sweet  savour  unto  the  Lord”  (Lev. 
2:2). 

The  Bible  also  prescribes  certain  sacri¬ 
ficial  rituals  for  the  atonement  of  sins, 
but  in  these  cases,  frankincense  is  omit¬ 
ted:  “He  shall  put  no  oil  upon  it,  neither 
shall  he  put  any  frankincense  thereon; 
for  it  is  a  sin  offering”  ( Lev.  5:11). 

Thus,  an  offering  of  frankincense  is 
only  associated  with  pure  worship  of  the 
Almighty,  and  never  associated  with  any 
wrongdoing.  What  better  offering  might 
be  appropriate  for  the  wise  men  to  bring 

Dear  Deborah 


the  infant  Jesus? 

Myrrh  was  more  common  in  ancient 
Israel,  but  an  expensive  import  never¬ 
theless.  It  comes  from  a  tree  (Common- 
iphora  myrrha)  which  grows  in  Arabia, 
Abyssinia  and  Somalia.  While  the  finest 
frankincense  supposedly  comes  from 
trees  which  are  purposely  incised  to  tap 
the  aromatic  sap,  the  finest  myrrh  is 
found  in  the  natural  exudate  of  trees. 
This  exudate  slowly  seeps  out  of  the 
bark,  first  forming  a  thick,  light  paste. 
This  resin  then  hardens  and  turns  brown¬ 
ish  red.  It  has  a  sweet  smell,  but  a  bitter 
taste,  and  it  can  be  burned  as  an  incense. 

The  Bible  records  that  myrrh  had  been 
ground  and  then  used  as  an  important  in¬ 
gredient  in  holy  ointments.  With  such  an 
ointment,  Moses  anointed  Aaron  and  his 
sons  to  be  the  priests  of  Israel  (Ex. 
30:30).  But  myrrh  was  also  used  as  a  per¬ 
fume  by  those  who  could  afford  it:  “All 
thy  garments  smell  of  myrrh  ... 
(Psalms  45:8). 

Recent  archaeological  finds  in  Israel 
have  discovered  that  it  was  a  common 
custom  for  well-to-do  women  to  wear 
small  bags  of  myrrh  around  their  necks, 
thereby  carrying  with  them  a  fragrance. 
In  more  recent  times,  this  practice  has 
been  replaced  by  the  use  of  perfume. 

Myrrh  was  also  used  as  a  spice  to  make 
cheap  wine  more  palatable.  This  mixture 
was  traditionally  offered  to  convicts  be¬ 
fore  execution  so  that  death  would  be  less 
painful.  Gospel  readers  will  recall  that 
such  a  drink  was  offered  to  Jesus  on  Gol¬ 
gotha:  “And  they  gave  him  to  drink  wine 
mingled  with  myrrh:  but  he  received  it 
not”  (Mark  15:23). 

Comparing  Scripture,  history,  archae¬ 
ology  and  modern  botany,  it  is  possible  to 
develop  fairly  good  evidence  as  to  where 
the  three  wise  men  came  from.  First, 
Matthew  tells  us  they  came  from  the 
East  carrying  gold,  frankincense  and 
myrrh.  Thus,  we  can  eliminate  Somalia 
and  Abyssinia— southern  regions  where 
only  frankincense  and  myrrh  might  be 
found.  Isaiah  tells  us  gold  and  frankin¬ 
cense  were  carried  by  the  Midianite  cara¬ 
vans  from  Sheba,  and  myrrh  is  also  found 
in  this  region.  The  biblical  Sheba  was 
where  present  day  Yemen  is  —  the  only 
land  to  the  east  which  had  gold  and 
frankincense  and  myrrh. 


Audience  sings  ‘ Messiah " 

NEW  YORK  —  An  audience  becomes  a  huge  choir  at  New  York’s  Lincoln 
Center,  during  an  earlier  “Messiah  Sing-In”  sponsored  by  the  National 
Choral  Council.  The  16th  annual  choral  event  is  scheduled  for  Dec.  21  at  the 
center’s  Avery  Fisher  Hall,  with  a  packed  house  of  paying  singers 
participating.  Everybody  sings  during  the  mass  join-along  in  what  has  been 
described  as  a  "unique  musical  experience.”  religious  news  service  photo 

Archaeologists  find 
new  facet  to  Herod 


Rowdies  spoil  trip 


Dear  Deborah : 

Our  senior  citizens  group  goes  on  fre¬ 
quent  bus  trips.  They  are  a  big  help  and 
enjoyment  to  all  of  us.  What  concerns  me 
is  that  some  members  of  the  group  like  to 
drink  and  gamble  and  they  get  to  talking 
dirty.  This  makes  me  feel  like  an  out¬ 
sider  and  very  uncomfortable.  They  even 
call  me  a  bad  sport  because  I  don’t  do 
these  things. 

I  honestly  thought  that  adults  pushing 
seventy  and  eighty  were  well  over  such 
behavior.  I  went  through  this  when  I  was 
a  teenager  —  but  now?  These  same  peo¬ 
ple  are  pious  church  goers.  Should  I  stay 
at  home? 

Mable 

Dear  Mable: 

You  are  not  going  to  change  the 
behavior  of  other  people.  Unless  you 
are  deeply  disturbed  to  the  point 


where  you  cannot  enjoy  these  out¬ 
ings,  do  not  deprive  yourself  of  your 
trips  with  the  group.  We  cannot 
dictate  the  behavior  of  others,  as 
much  as  we  would  like  to  do  so.  Are 
there  not  others  who  feel  as  you  do 
with  whom  you  can  sit  and  converse 
and  enjoy  the  trip  in  your  own  way  ? 

Mature  (or  immature,  in  this  in¬ 
stance)  adults  are  full  of  as  many 
surprises  as  teenagers  are.  They 
just  look  a  little  more  ridiculous 
when  they  try  to  be  “naughty”  — 
isn't  that  right ?  Try  to  enjoy  your¬ 
self! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 
Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters. 
Write:  “Dear  Deborah,”  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


JERUSALEM  (RNS)  -  King  Herod 
will  always  be  remembered  as  the  single 
sinister  character  in  an  otherwise  glor¬ 
ious  sequence  of  events  we  now  call 
Christmas. 

Herod  the  thief.  Herod  the  liar.  Herod 
the  adulterer.  Herod  the  murderer  of  in¬ 
fants  —  not  only  the  infants  of  Bethle¬ 
hem.  Herod  also  ordered  the  execution  of 
three  of  his  own  sons,  Aristobulus,  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Antipater. 

And  now  a  new  crime  has  been  added 
to  the  evil  king’s  infamy.  Israeli  archeol¬ 
ogists  have  announced  the  discovery  of  a 
marble  sculptured  head  in  the  ruins  of 
King  Herod’s  palace  —  the  Herodion.  The 
archeologists  say  the  discovery  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  find,  and  is  strong  circum¬ 
stantial  evidence  of  Herod's  breaking  the 
biblical  commandment  against  worship¬ 
ping  idols. 

In  Hebrew  scripture,  the  Second  Com¬ 
mandment  says:  “Thou  shalt  have  no 
other  gods  before  me.  Thou  shalt  not 
make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or 
any  likeness  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heav¬ 
en  above,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath, 
or  that  is  in  the  water  under  the  earth. 
(Exodus  20:3-4). 

The  discovery  by  Dr.  Ehud  Netzer  and 
his  team  from  Hebrew  University’s  In¬ 
stitute  of  Archaeology  came  during  their 


sixth  season  of  excavating  the  site.  The 
first  digs  at  the  Herodion  were  conducted 
decades  ago  by  the  Franciscan  Biblical 
Institute  of  Jerusalem. 

The  sculpture  would  have  certainly 
been  considered  a  “graven  image”  un¬ 
der  the  Jewish  law,  the  archaeologists 
say.  And  while  some  Jews  kept  small 
idols  at  home  —  which  the  prophets 
fought  for  centuries  —  the  practice  was 
nearly  unheard  of  among  the  aristocracy 
of  ancient  Israel. 

The  human  form  sculpture  discovered 
recently  was  apparently  part  of  a  marble 
bath  which  Herod  had  imported  from 
abroad.  It  was  discovered  in  the  cal- 
darium  (hot  bath  room)  a  large  25-by-40 
foot  bath  house  heated  by  conventional 
Roman  methods.  Colorful  mosaics  and 
frescos  were  also  discovered  by  the  ar¬ 
chaeologists  in  the  caldarium. 

Jewish  religious  officials  tried  to  dis- ' 
tance  themselves  from  the  secular  king 
as  much  as  possible,  and  archeologists ' 
suggest  that  the  discovery  of  a  “graven 
image”  tends  to  confirm  this.  If  King 
Herod  had  any  inclination  to  maintain 
even  civil  relations  with  the  clergy  of  his 
time,  they  say,  he  certainly  wouldn’t 
have  had  graven  images  in  a  palace 
where  he  received  dignitaries. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Away  in  a  Manger’  not  penned  by  Luther 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Away  in  a  manger,  no  crib  for  a 
bed, 

The  little  Lord  Jesus  laid  down 
his  sweet  head: 

The  stars  in  the  sky  looked  down 
where  he  lay, 

The  little  Lord  Jesus,  asleep  on 
the  hay. 

Whether  by  accident  or  by  purposeful 
intent,  James  R.  Murray  almost  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  crediting  this  carol  to  Martin 
Luther.  For  almost  60  years  from  its  first 
appearance  in  1887,  and  for  40  years  after 
Mr.  Murray’s  death,  the  association  of 
Martin  Luther  with  this  carol  was  com¬ 
monly  accepted. 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Murray  had  found 
these  stanzas  in  a  Lutheran  Collection 
published  in  1885  in  Philadelphia.  For 
these  words  he  wrote  a  new  tune  and  in¬ 
cluded  it  in  a  collection  of  songs  two 
years  later  with  his  initials  “J.R.M.”  on 
the  page. 

However,  he  added  the  inscription 
“Luther’s  Cradle  Hymn,  composed  by 
Martin  Luther  for  his  children  and  still 
sung  by  German  mothers  to  their  little 
ones.” 

In  the  decades  that  followed,  every 
subsequent  collection  of  Christmas 
carols  included  both  words  and  music 
with  the  heading  “Luther’s  Cradle 
Hymn.”  No  one  ever  thought  to  question 
the  validity  of  the  title  and  inscription, 
and  the  song  became  immensely  popu¬ 
lar. 

Somewhere  along  the  line  a  nameless 
editor  credited  the  tune  to  Carl  Mueller, 
an  otherwise  unknown  composer.  Again 
innocent  compilers  copied  the  error,  and 
Carl  Mueller  became  another  facet  of  the 
growing  legend. 

With  the  passing  years  the  legend  in¬ 
creased  and  the  association  of  the  carol 
with  Martin  Luther  became  more  deeply 
etched  in  the  lore  of  the  Christmas  sea¬ 
son. 

In  the  early  1940’s,  an  American  musi¬ 
cian.  Richard  S.  Hill,  became  curious 


about  the  song’s  origin.  The  result  of  his 
persistent  probing  revealed  that  the 
words  of  the  carol  were  of  American  ori¬ 
gin  and  the  author  was  unknown.  The 
music  was  composed  by  James  R.  Mur¬ 
ray  who  died  in  1905. 

In  Germany,  the  carol  was  unknown 
until  someone  made  a  German  transla¬ 
tion  of  the  American  carol,  and  then  Ger¬ 
man  mothers  could  “sing  it  to  their  little 
ones.” 

The  cattle  are  lowing, 
the  baby  awakes, 

But  little  Lord  Jesus, 
no  crying  he  makes. 

I  love  thee,  Lord  Jesus, 
look  down  from  the  sky, 

And  stay  by  my  cradle 
till  morning  is  nigh. 

For  sheer  beauty  and  childlike  simplic¬ 
ity  the  carol  claims  special  attention.  It 
is  a  gentle  lullaby,  tender  and  warm, 
especially  loved  by  children;  and  when 
adults  of  any  age  sing  it,  they  become 
children  again. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Angels  from  the  Realms  of  Glory” 


This  depiction  of  the  Nativity  is  bv  a  follower  of  the  Italian  master 
Fiorenzodi  Lorenzo. 
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Christian  tells  conversion  story 


“Diana’s  Star”  by  Diana  Bertholf, 
Tyndale  House,  Living  Books,  $2.95 
paper. 

By  RICHARD  B.  WILKE 

An  estranged  daughter  wonders  if  she 
is  loved.  An  anxious  graduate  student  is 
divorced  from  her  brilliant  but  wayward 
husband.  A  young  Jewish  woman  con¬ 
verts  to  Christian  faith. 

Such  is  the  stuff  great  stories  are  made 
of. 

Diana  has  a  story  to  tell,  and  she  tells  it 
with  power  and  beauty. 

In  “Diana’s  Star”  Diana  Bertholf 
reaches  deep  into  her  feelings  as  a  lonely 
Jewish  girl  growing  up  in  a  home  where 


her  mother  s  high  society  expectations 
could  never  be  met.  From  her  darkened 
closet  she  prays  for  love,  and  the  divine 
Star  begins  to  shine  within  her  heart. 

Later,  after  the  break-up  of  her  mar¬ 
riage,  she  thoughtfully  reads  the  New 
Testament  —  almost  as  if  she  were  eat¬ 
ing  forbidden  fruit  —  and  she  writes,  “It 
was  as  though  I  were  sitting  in  the  crowd 
on  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  A  new  disciple 
was  to  be  chosen  .  .  suddenly,  I  was 
breathless.  A  feeling  of  relief  swept  over 
me  .  .  .  God  is  love.  Jesus  is  God’s  Son. 
He  is  the  Messiah  .  .  .  the  veil  had  been 
lifted  from  my  eyes.” 

If  life’s  meaning,  as  Henri  Nouwen 


suggests,  is  uiscovereu  when  each  of  us 
tells  his  or  her  story,  then  "Diana's  Star" 
will  enrich  your  life’s  understanding.  For 
it  is  her  story,  and  telling  it  has  become 
her  gift  to  Christ  and  to  you. 

My  joy.  as  her  pastor,  is  to  watch 
Diana  grow  as  a  disciple,  as  a  Christian 
wife  and  mother,  and  to  see  the  integrity 
of  her  witness  authenticated  in  the  full 
life  of  the  church. 

I  predict  that  other  important  books 
will  flow  from  her  pen.  I  anticipate  that 
once  you  have  read  “Diana's  Star,”  you 
will  be  eager  for  those  books  to  appear 

The  Rev.  Richard  Wilke  is  the  pastor  of 
First  UMC.  Wichita.  Kansas. 
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January  Study  Week  Speakers 
Announced  for  Centenary 


Dr.  Sam  Keen,  well-known  author  and 
lecturer,  and  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  T.  L. 
James  Professor  of  Religion  at 
Centenary  College,  will  lead  January 
Study  Week  for  ministers  at  Centenary. 

The  classes  will  be  held  Monday, 
January  23,  through  Thursday,  January 
26,  on  the  Centenary  Campus.  Two  CEU 
credits  will  be  offered.  The  course  is  open 
to  all  ministers. 

Dr.  Keen  is  a  contributing  editor  to 
“Psychology  Today”  and  “American 
Health.”  He  is  also  the  author  of  Apology 
for  Wonder,  To  a  Dancing  God, 
Beginning  Without  End.  The  Passionate 
Life  —  States  of  Loving,  and  more.  He  is 
known  throughout  the  country  for  his 
lectures  and  seminars  on  myth,  love. 


sex,  healing,  war,  politics,  education, 
survival  in  the  '80s,  self  renewal,  and 
other  timely  topics. 

Dr.  Pomeroy,  the  Biblical  speaker  for 
the  week,  is  most  noted  as  an  educator  of 
Old  Testament  Theology.  He  has  been 
recognized  by  the  Academy  of  Religion 
for  his  work  on  the  Parable  of  the  Sheep 
and  Goats.  A  graduate  of  Centenary,  Dr. 
Pomeroy  earned  his  B.D.  degree  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  and  his 
Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
He  has  been  teaching  at  Centenary  for  30 
years. 

Registration  information  on  January 
Study  Week  is  available  from  the  Office 
of  Church  Relations,  Kay  Madden, 
director,  869-5108. 


New  Elevator  Dedicated 
At  Crowlev  Church 


Dr.  Jack  Cooke.  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent,  is  shown  cutting  the 
ribbon  at  the  dedication  of  the  new 
elevator  at  the  Crowley  First  UM 
Church.  Mr.  M.  W.  Muller,  Chairperson 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  on  the  right, 
and  pastor  Larry  D.  Robertson,  left,  look 
on. 

The  new  elevator  greatly  facilitates 
access  to  the  sanctuary,  which  is  on  an 
upper  level.  The  Greek  Revival  Edifice 
was  opened  in  1913,  the  same  year  as 
Shreveport  First  Church.  It  was  designed 
by  the  same  architect;  however,  he 
reduced  the  scale  of  the  Shreveport  plan. 
The  Crowley  sanctuary  seats  about  300, 
and  there  are  27  front  steps  with  a 
majestic  entrance.  But  access  for  the 


Dear  Mr.  Fleming: 

SHOULD  WE  CHANGE  THE  NAME 
OF  THE  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH???  In  matters  of  criminal 
justice,  God  says,  “He  that  smiteth  a 
man  so  that  he  dies  shall  be  put  to  death 
(Ex.  21:12).  Even  though  a  murderer 
confesses  his  crime  (sometimes 
numerous),  and  his  guilt  is  established 
beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt,  some  church 
leaders  say  that  the  death  penalty  is 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment.  Do  they 
believe  God  does  not  know  what  He  is 
talking  about? 

God  says,  "Thou  Shalt  not  kill”  and 
"Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery”  (Ex. 
10:13,  14).  Some  of  our  church  leaders 
say  that  since  it  is  her  body,  a  woman  can 
do  with  it  as  she  pleases  —  even  to  having 
abortions  if  she  so  desires.  In  the  vast 
number  of  cases  involving  abortions  the 
woman  has  already  exercised  her 
“right"  to  use  her  body  as  she  pleases 
and  through  adultery  or  fornication  has 
committed  the  sin  that  has  placed 
another  HUMAN  in  her  body  so  that  it  is 
not  any  more  her  body  alone  but  it  is 
shared  with  another  To  have  an  abortion 


Helen  and  Charley  Marcussen 


Slidell  Associate  Pastor  Marries 


Rev.  Helen  Goff  Ploegsma,  associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Slidell,  and  Charley  Marcussen,  Sr.,  of 
Slidell,  were  married  in  a  morning 
ceremony  held  November  26  in  the 
church’s  sanctuary.  Rev.  Sale  T.  Lilly, 
Jr.,  senior  minister,  officiated. 

A  processional  of  24  church  acolytes 
preceded  the  ceremony,  each  acolyte 


bearing  a  lighted  taper  to  place  in  the 
large  candelabrum  which  centered  the 
wedding  scene.  Music  was  provided  by 
Jane  Halley,  organist;  Marcon  Mannino, 
trumpet  soloist;  and  the  church’s 
Chancel  Choir,  directed  by  Gary  Halley. 
Following  the  ceremony,  a  reception  was 
held  in  the  church  parlor  and  prayer 
garden,  with  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  as  hostesses. 


elderly  and  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  has  been  a  problem.  About  50 
years  ago  a  small  three-person  capacity 
elevator  was  installed.  It  had  become 
unreliable  and  was  never  able  to 
accommodate  caskets  for  funerals. 

Now,  this  modern,  hydraulic,  hospital- 
size  elevator  (9  ft.  x  6  ft)  enables  easy 
access  for  everyone  from  the  ground 
level  entrance,  social  hall,  classrooms 
and  offices. 

Also  installed  this  year  is  a  Williams 
Personal  P.  A.  System  for  persons  with 
hearing  difficulty,  which  enables  them  to 
sit  anywhere  in  any  pew  and  listen  to 
pocket-size  radios.  The  “Year  of  the 
Handicapped”  was  not  overlooked  in 
Crowley  First  Church. 


compounds  that  sin  by  the  murder  of  an 
innocent  unborn  child  who  cannot  defend 
himself. 

But  the  above  perversions  of  God’s 
Word  are  not  enough  for  some  of  our 
church  leaders!  Because  some  women 
complained  that  the  way  the  Bible  is  now 
written  with  the  Father,  Jesus  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  being  referred  to  in  the  male 
gender,  they  feel  discriminated  against. 
So  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
comes  up  with  the  “Inclusive  Language 
Lectionary”  in  which  God  is  either  both 
male  and  female  or  he  is  neither  of  them. 
And  the  Methodist  Church  is  accepting 
this  perverison  of  God’s  Word. 

Change  the  name  of  the  Methodist 
Church?  God  forbid!!  The  much  better 
solution  would  be  to  purge  the  church  of 
these  blasphemers.  Paul  to  Timothy,  in 
the  appointing  of  bishops  and  elders, 
preach  and  teach  the  truths  contained  in 
the  inspired  of  God  scriptures  of  the  Holy 
Bible  as  revealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Then,  we  can  truly  worship  God  in  Spirit 
and  in  truth.  God  help  us  in  this 
endeavor. 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 

W.  J.  Edgecombe 


A  Christmas  Message 
From  Bishop  Galloway 

Every  Holy  Season  is  a  time  for  us  to  draw  closer  to  God  and  have  a 
clearer  vision  of  what  Jesus  Christ  means  to  us.  During  Advent  we  are  to 
get  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

One  of  the  great  passages  in  Isaiah  is,  "Prepare  Ye  The  Way  Of  The 
Lord."  God  carried  this  out  in  a  perfect  manner.  It  started  with  Abraham 
as  he,  by  faith,  went  out  into  a  new  land  to  form  a  new  nation.  It  was 
continued  by  Moses  as  he  gave  laws,  commandments,  and  led  the  people 
out  into  a  new  land  for  a  new  day.  David  then  came  to  organize  the  people 
into  one  nation  and  set  up  worship  in  a  more  glorious  manner  which  was 
fulfilled  by  his  son  when  the  Temple  was  built,  so  that  from  the  early  days 
of  Moses  we  had  the  Tabernacle  and  now,  the  Temple  with  all  of  its 
gradeur.  Following  the  building  of  that  Temple,  Synagogues  were 
established  throughout  the  land  where  worship  continued.  Jesus, 
Himself,  worshipped  three  and  one-half  hours  each  Sabbath  day,  learning 
more  of  the  Scriptures,  the  laws,  the  history,  and  the  Psalms.  His 
teachings  are  filled  with  the  truth  of  the  Old  Testament;  for,  approxi¬ 
mately  90%  of  the  Sermon  On  The  Mount  was  gathered  from  the  Old 
Testament  writings. 

But  God  did  more  to  prepare  the  coming  of  Christ  for  us  all.  In  333  B.C. 
a  son  was  born  to  Philip  II,  by  the  name  of  Alexander,  later  called  The 
Great.  He  was  a  great  warrior,  but  a  greater  statesman.  He  conquered 
the  lands  from  Rome  across  Turkey.  Palestine,  around  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  and  clear  to  India,  and  he  did  much  to  mold  the  people  with  a 
common  language.  The  Generals  and  all  the  men  married  the  daughters 
of  the  wealthy,  the  professional,  the  cultured,  and  the  workers.  Every 
child  born  was  a  Greek,  and  everyone  had  to  speak  the  Greek  language. 
School  teachers  were  brought  in  by  the  thousands  into  three  great  centers 
and  thirteen  satellite  areas  that  Alexander  established.  It  was  the  first 
time  in  the  world  that  there  was  any  kind  of  common  language,  and 
Greek  was  understood  across  all  that  civilized  part  of  the  world.  It 
brought  in  new  ideas,  new  thinking,  and  a  new  openness  of  mind  and  of 
spirit.  Without  the  Greek  language,  the  teachings  of  Jesus  could  not  have 
been  given  and  delivered  around  the  world.  God  waited  for  the  right  time 
when  there  was  a  common  language. 

But.  God  did  more.  He  also  waited  for  the  Romans  to  come  in,  for  the 
Romans  built  highways.  They  cleaned  up  the  piracy  on  the  seas,  and  they 
made  the  land  safe  for  travel.  They  built  roads  from  Rome  clear  across 
Palestine,  around  down  to  Egypt,  and  established  garrisons  every  ten 
miles  so  that  travel  was  safe.  Thus,  the  Disciples  and  Missionaries  of 
Jesus  Christ  had  the  first  opportunity  to  go  out  and  preach  the  Gospelof 
the  world  being  protected  in  their  travels.  Without  a  common  language, 
without  protection  for  these  men,  the  Gospel  of  Christ  could  have  never 
gotten  out  of  Palestine. 

At  the  same  time  the  Jewish  religion  was  at  its  lowest  ebb,  and  there 
was  a  vacuum  of  spirit,  and  people  were  longing  for  something  lasting 
and  eternal.  One  translation  says  “when  the  time  was  right,  God  sent  His 
own  Son.”  It  took  centuries  for  God  to  prepare  for  the  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord. 

It  takes  a  long  time  for  some  of  us  to  get  ready  for  His  coming,  too. 
During  this  Holy  Season  we  need  to  prepare  our  hearts,  our  minds,  and 
our  lives  to  accept  His  life,  His  love,  His  way.  His  truth  and  His 
commands. 

May  the  Lord  of  Christmas  truly  be  the  Lord  of  us  all  1 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway 


Important  Insurance  Notice 

The  cutoff  date  to  send  premiums  to  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  for 
HMEP  payments  that  were  due  December  1,  1983  will  be  December  27.  After 
that  date,  send  money  to  the  Conference  Office  (P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70821 )  and  designate  that  the  money  is  for  1983  HMEP  Group  Insurance. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  Blue  Cross  Group  Insurance  Program  for  1984,  it  is 
necessary  to  be  paid  up  on  the  HMEP  payments. 


A  Reign  of  Righ  teousness 


Bv  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lessons :  Isaiah  9: 1-7, 11 : 1-3 

Today  is  Christmas,  this  year  a  Sunday 
when  most  of  us  will  be  re-reading  Luke  2 
and  Matthew’s  birth  account.  These  New 
Testament  passages  are  so  beautiful  and 
so  much  a  part  of  our  Christian  heritage 
that  we  would  be  surprised  to  be  asked  to 
listen  to  or  read  anything  else.  So,  it  may 
come  as  a  little  surprise  to  learn  that  our 
scripture  lessons  for  today,  for  this. 
Christmas,  come  from  the  prophecy  of 
Isaiah. 

Isaiah  wrote  of  a  messianic  king  who 
would  be  the  ideal  monarch,  one  who 
would  achieve  what  even  the  Davidic 
monarchy  failed  to  achieve.  This  king 
would  bring  light  to  a  people  plagued 
with  darkness.  He  would  break  the  yoke 
of  oppression.  He  would  be  adopted  as 
God’s  Son  at  the  time  of  his  coronation 
and  would  bring  about  a  state  of  secure 
peace  and  well  being  for  all.  This  we  find 
in  Isaiah  9. 

In  the  passage  from  Isaiah  11  speaks 
the  origin  of  the  new  king,  which  is  the 
Davidic  lineage.  David  was  the  son  of 
Jesse,  so  the  “stem  of  Jesse”  (KJV)  or 
the  “stump  of  Jesse”  (RSV)  shows  the 
king  to  be  a  shoot  or  branch  of  the  same 
family  tree  as  David,  the  greatest  king  of 
Israel  until  that  time.  Perhaps  the  RSV 
translation  is  more  accurate  (though 
both  translations  are  possible)  for  it 
indicates  that  the  old  Davidic  monarchy 
has  fallen  or  is  under  judgment  and  that 
the  new  king  is  not  a  reborn  David  but  a 
second  David. 

God’s  Spirit  will  rest  on  the  new  king 
just  as  it  did  on  David  during  his  life  and 
reign.  The  Spirit  endows  the  king  with 
many  attributes,  among  which  we  find 
three  pairs:  wisdom  and  understanding, 
counsel  and  might,  and  knowledge  and 
the  fear  of  the  Lord.  This  new  David,  the 
king  who  will  lead  the  people  out  of 
darkness  into  the  light  of  God’s  love, 
might  and  righteousness,  will  have  great 
discernment  in  matters  requiring 
decision,  ability  to  plan  and  carry  out 
actions,  genuine  sensitivity  and  an 
acknowledgment  of  accountability  to 
God  as  the  ultimate  Sovereign.  He  will  be 


an  ideal  king,  annointed  by  God  to  rule  in 
righteousness  and  to  bring  a  time  of 
peace. 

“The  people  who  walked  in  darkness 
have  seen  a  great  light  .  .  .  those  who 
dwelt  in  a  land  of  deep  darkness,  on  them 
has  light  shined. 

The  contrast  between  darkness  and 
light  is  used  throughout  the  Bible  and  in 
Jesus’  teachings  to  indicate  the  vast 
differences  between  ignorance  and 
wisdom,  separation  and  oneness,  sin¬ 
fulness  and  purity.  When  understood 
correctly,  the  nature  of  mutual  exclusion 
stands  out.  There  can  be  no  light  in  total 
darkness  and  there  can  certainly  be  no 
darkness  if  even  the  tiniest  bit  of  light  i& 
present.  The  people  who  have  been 
waiting  for  a  messiah  for  centuries  have 
been  looking  in  the  wrong  direction  for. 
the  wrong  kind  of  Messiah  for  the  wrong 
reasons.  And  even  some  of  these  persons 
who  waited  failed  to  keep  the  faith  and 
began  to  doubt.  There  was  much  doub^ 
much  cynicism,  in  their  world  for  the 
promised  Messiah  seemed  farther  away 
in  both  space  and  time  than  ever.  They 
walked  in  total  darkness  for  they  had 
lost  all  hope  and  had  no  joy. 

But  a  great  light  burst  forth  in  their 
very  midst  and  the  people  found  faith, 
hope,  joy,  peace  and  love  in  the  light  who 
was  Christ  Jesus.  We  read  in  Matthew 
and  in  Luke  about  stars  shining,  angels 
singing,  and  a  wondrous  birth  taking 
place  in  a  peasant  family  in  a  lowly 
stable  of  an  insignificant  village  of  a 
remote  Roman  province.  How  dark  was 
the  night!  But,  how  bright  was  the  light 
which  shown  in  Bethlehem ! ! 

Many  people  today  walk  in  the 
darkness  of  disobedience,  not  knowing 
(or  caring)  of  the  beauty  and  the  glory  of 
the  light  which  has  come  to  bring 
salvation.  May  this  Christmas  be  a  vdry 
special  one  for  each  of  us.  May  we,  jn 
leaving  the  darkness  for  the  light,  hot 
only  observe,  but  participate  in  the 
wonderful  experience  of  Christmas.  May 
our  lives  be  changed  and  enriched  by  this 
saving  encounter  and  may  we,  tdo, 
become  even  more  dedicated  to  the  one 
who  is  called,  “Wonderful  Counsellor, 
Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince 
of  Peace.”  >' 


Ethnic  Youth  and  Young 
Adult  Program  Set 


By  DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  scheduled  another  Ethnic 
Youth  and  Young  Adult  Internship 
Program  in  this  quadrennium  for  June 
11 -August  3, 1984. 

Twelve  persons,  who  will  be  selected 
by  application  for  participation  in  the 
summer  program  to  be  held  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  will  work  in  the  U.S.  Congres¬ 
sional  offices/committees  and  other 
governmental  agencies,  in  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  other  non¬ 
governmental  social  action  organi¬ 
zations. 

The  general  purpose  is  to  help  develop 
and  enhance  leadership  among  ethnic 
minority  youth  and  young  adults  in  the 
area  of  outreach  ministry  through  a 


learning  experience  and  give  exposure  to 
the  work  of  the  General  Board. 

Participants  must  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  return  to  their  local  churches 
and  annual  conferences  and  become 
leaders  and  enablers  in  the 
strengthening  of  the  outreach  ministry  of 
ethnic  minority  churches. 

Six  young  men  and  six  young  women 
will  be  chosen  by  the  Selection  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Staff  of  the  General  Board. 
The  Board  will  provide  round  trip  trans- 
portation  expenses,  housing,  and  $875.00 
6ach  for  living  expenses  during  the  eight- 
week  summer  period. 

Applications  should  be  submitted  now 
and  before  February  10,  1984.  You  m^y 
write  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70821  if  you  are  interested,  and  I  will  send 
you  an  application. 


Christmas  Is  a  Packaged  Paradox 


By  LINDA  ROBBINS 

I  can  tell  Christmas  is  coming  because 
the  humbugs  are  crawling  out  of  their 
dens  and  skulking  around  the  coffee  pot, 
and  popping  antacids  to  uncurdle  the 
contents  of  their  stomachs. 

The  frost  has  barely  grazed  the 
pumpkin  each  year  before  they  begin 
audibly  dreading  the  day.  For  a  long 
time  it  was  hard  for  me  to  understand 
them  all.  But  then  I  love  it.  I  love  the 
parties,  the  tinsel  on  the  rug,  and  the 
“blue  light  specials”  at  Kmart.  I  love  the 
wrapping  and  unwrapping,  the  lists,  and 
the  leftovers.  I  love  Sears’  holiday 
catalog  and  carols  and  toy  stores  and 
little  kids  with  chapped  cheeks  and  runny 
noses  and  candy  canes  on  their  breath.  I 
love  driving  home  from  church  on 
Christmas  eve,  humming  hymns  and 
wanting  the  night  to  go  on  and  on. 

What’s  to  hate  about  Christmas?  Ask  a 
humbug.  “It’s  gotten  so  commercial,” 
they  say  as  they  dodge  the  guy  ringing 
the  bell  by  the  Salvation  Army  kettle. 

“It’s  a  hardship,”  cries  another 
wearing  designer  jeans  and  a  terrific 
pair  of  Frye  boots. 

“It’s  a  hassle,”  shouts  another  in  a 
mad  dash  for  the  airport  and  another 
business  trip. 

Some  of  them  just  quit  altogether.  “I 
didn’t  give  my  kids  anything  last 
Christmas,  and  it  felt  so  much  better, 
that  I’m  not  going  to  give  them  anything 
this  year  either,"  declared  a  good  friend 
of  mine  recently.  It’s  enough  to  make  the 


Last  Christmas  eve  I  thought  about 
this  as  I  sat  myopically  gazing  at  the  tre? 
after  the  last  package  was  laid  on  the 
pyramid.  How  can  anyone  hate  this? 

Maybe  it’s  because  we  treat  Christmas 
like  the  rest  of  our  lives,  hurrying 
frantically,  trying  too  hard,  and  in  the 
end  some  how  missing  the  mark.  Could  it 
be  that  we’ve  just  made  Christmas  the 
ultimate  symbol  of  failure? 

I  know  the  answers  aren’t  simple.  I’m 
not  printing  up  bumper  stickers  that  say 
“Hug  a  humbug."  Although,  perhaps  I 
should. 

The  humbugs  aren’t  all  wrong,  you  see. 
We  live  in  a  world  filled  with  hunger, 
grief,  and  the  unspeakable  horrors  of 
war.  The  long  road  to  Christmas  begins 
in  absolute  darkness  and  winds  painfully 
through  Advent,  one  candle  at  a  time. 

And  we  find  our  cure  packaged  in  a 
paradox.  Exposing  our  anger  in  deeds  of 
personal  or  social  violence  expresses  our 
most  unbearable  fears. 

It’s  climbing  up  there  on  the  cross  of 
the  moment  and  risking  the  light  of 
reality.  Yet  in  the  light  of  that  moment 
the  paradox  shines  forth.  And  we  find 
peace  as  well  as  war,  food  enough  to 
share,  and  love  enough  to  carry  us  from 
one  Christmas  to  the  next. 


Originally  published  in  "Word  and 
Witness."  by  Sunday  Publications.  Inc., 
3003  S.  Congress  Ave.,  Lake  Worth,  Fla. 
Reprinted  here  from  the  Missouri  West 
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New  Kenner  Church  launched 


On  the  Satellite 


The  Lectionary  —  Tuesday 
12:00-12:30  p.m. 

Westar  V,  Channel  15 
January  through  March 

The  Sunday  School  Lesson  - 
Tuesday 
7:30-8:00  p.m. 

Westar  IV,  Channel  11 
Through  January 


Coming:  February  —  The 
Louisiana  UM  Magazine 


International  Lesson  Series 


A  stormy  holiday  Sunday  greeted 
seventy  (70)  people  as  they  made  their 
way  to  the  University  Park  Lions’  Home 
in  Kenner  where  the  Messiah  United 
Methodist  Church  held  its  first  worship 
service.  There  was  much  anticipation 
and  excitement  in  the  air  on  November 
27  as  six  months  of  work  began  to  take 
shape.  Rev.  Kathy  Henderson  had  been 
appointed  in  June,  1983  by  the  late  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  to  organize  a  new 
United  Methodist  Congregation  in  North 
Kenner  and  to  be  its  first  pastor. 

The  baptism  of  two  infants,  Virginia 
Christine  Mollohan  and  Thomas  Allen 
Warncke,  on  that  first  Sunday  provided 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  pastor  to 
reflect  upon  the  significance  of  such  an 
event  for  the  life  of  the  new  church.  What 
better  way  for  a  new  congregation  to 
become  bonded  as  the  Household  of  Faith 
than  by  receiving  and  accepting 
responsibility  for  the  nurture  and  faith 
development  of  two  new  members  of  the 
family  of  God.  The  sermon  of  the 
morning  dealt  with  the  ancient 
affirmation  “Jesus  Christ  (Messiah)  is 
Lord.” 

The  north  Kenner  area  is  a  rather 
unique  community  in  which  virtually 
every  social  and  economic  circumstance 
can  be  found.  Close  to  twenty  well- 
defined  subdivisions  plus  numerous 
apartment  and  condominium 
developments  provide  homes  for  an 
estimated  35,000  people.  Between  15-25 
real  estate  transfers  are  recorded  each 
week  in  the  north  Kenner  area  resulting 
in  close  to  a  thousand  new  families  each 


year.  Of  course,  this  also  reflects  a 
rather  high  incidence  of  corporate  and 
professional  transience.  While  the  com¬ 
munity  is  largely  middle-to-upper  class 
Caucasian,  the  ethnic/racial  as  well 
as  socio-economic  mfx  is  also  significant. 

The  factors  mentioned  above  and 
others  were  used  by  Rev.  Henderson  and 
the  church’s  steering  Committee  as  they 
began  to  plan  and  develop  a  strategy 
regarding  the  identity  and  direction 
Messiah  United  Methodist  Church  would 
take  in  striving  to  be  the  Church  in  and 
for  this  particular  community.  Several 
priorities  emerged  as  necessary 
elements  of  a  dynamic  United  Methodist 
Church:  (1)  A  multicellular 

congregation  is  desired  which  would 
provide  a  variety  of  ports  of  entry  and 
significant  relational  groupings  for 
persons  of  many  different  needs  and 
circumstances.  The  goal  is  to  be  a  church 
where  people  not  only  join  but  they  truly 
belong.  (2)  Messiah  U.M.C.  needs  to  be  a 
Christ-centered  church  which  realizes 
that  people  want  and  need  to  praise  God 
as  Giver  and  Sustainer  of  life  and  to 
participate  in  the  work  of  the  Kingdom. 
(3)  The  mobility  of  the  people  in  and  out 
of  the  community  will  require  rapid 
assimilation  of  persons  into  the  life  of  the 
church  and  a  gracious  sending  forth  of 
individuals  and  families  who  must  move 
to  other  areas.  It  is  hoped  that  the  gifts 
and  talents  of  each  person  may  be 
developed  and  used  for  Christ.  (4)  With 
two  black  families  already  active, 
participation  of  other  persons  of 
racial/ethnic  minorities  will  be 


Cottrill  to  head  new 


Communications  Committee 


Pictured  above  are  members  of  the  newly  formed  Conference  Communications 
Committee,  who  met  for  the  first  time  on  December  13.  Seated  (left  to  right)  are  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming,  Mrs.  Amy  Ward  and  Geneva  Bell.  Standing  (left 
to  right)  are  Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  Rev.  James  O.  Evans,  Rev.  Jim  Comer,  Rev. 
Robert  Harrington,  Rev.  James  Poole,  Walter  Parker,  Rev.  Lael  Jones,  Rev.  Penn 
Morgan,  Carol  Giles  and  Dr.  Stone  Caraway.  Members  of  the  Committee  not  present 
are  Rev.  Charles  Langford  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Roach.  Patterson  Culligan  was  the 
photographer. 

Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  an  associate  minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  elected  Chairperson  of  the  new  Conference  Communications  Committee  at 
their  organizational  meeting  December  13.  Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  of  Winnfield,  was 
selected  Vice-chairperson,  and  Walter  Parker,  of  Ponchatoula,  was  named  Secretary. 

The  committee,  which  met  to  plan  and  set  policy  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  was  established  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  upon 
recommendation  by  the  Planning  and  Research  Committee.  The  new  Conference 
agency  is  composed  of  three  persons  with  communications  skills,  three  District 
Directors  of  Communication  and  three  members  of  the  Council  on  Ministries.  Ex- 
officio  members  are  one  district  superintendent,  the  Director  of  Communications,  the 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries,  the  Council  Director  and  the  Chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  basic  purpose  of  the  new  committee  is  to  create  a  comprehensive 
communications  program  for  the  Conference.  This  would  include  television/ video, 
radio,  print  (including  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist)  and  communication  training 
for  the  local  church. 

In  other  action,  the  committee : 

•Voted  to  go  with  the  new  Reporter  Revue  format  for  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist.  This  will  be  a  12-page  publication  published  twice  monthly  with  eight 
Louisiana  pages  per  month  (four  each  issue).  It  will  move  to  tabloid  size  and 
will  not  affect  the  local  church  editions,  which  will  still  be  published  weekly. 

The  present  time  table  is  for  this  change  to  occur  March  1,  during  the 
subscription  campaign. 

•Set  February  and  March  as  the  months  for  the  subscription  campaign  for  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

•Continued  the  Sunday  School  Lessons  over  satellite,  which  will  be 
underwritten  by  the  churches  of  Jhe  Conference.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  is  underwriting  the  present  quarter. 


•Planned  to  begin  the  new  “Louisiana  United  Methodist  Magazine”  on  satellite 
and  cable  systems  in  February.  Tentative  plans  call  for  the  program  to  back  up 
the  Sunday  School  lesson  on  the  second  Tuesday  night  and  the  Lectionary  on  the 
third  Tuesday  at  noon. 

♦Suggested  promotion  for  the  television  ministry  of  the  Conference  through 
print  media  as  well.  In  addition  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  bulletin 
inserts,  brochures  and  news  releases  were  suggested. 

•Considered  contacting  and  working  with  a  number  of  “primary  placement” 
radio  stations  throughout  the  state.  30-second  spots  and  other  features  would  be 
placed,  supported  by  districts  and  local  churches  of  the  area.  Space  would  be 
left  on  the  tapes  and  spots  for  a  5-10  second  “tag  line”  identifying  the  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  or  district. 

•Agreed  to  work  with  the  Media  Resources  Committee  in  planning  and 
coordinating  Media  Festivals  and  local  church  communications  training 
events. 

Members  of  the  new  committee  are:  Lael  Jones,  Don  Cottrill,  Nancy  Roach,  Jim 
Comer,  Walter  Parker,  Penn  Morgan,  Geneva  Bell,  James  Evans  and  Grayson 
Watson.  Stone  Caraway,  Pat  Culligan,  Harvey  Williamson,  Elwood  Fleming  and  Amy 
Ward  are  ex-officio.  In  addition  to  Jones,  Comer,  Parker,  Morgan  and  Watson,  other 
District  Directors  of  Communication  who  meet  with  the  committee  are  Carol  Giles, 
James  Poole,  Charles  Langford  and  Robert  Harrington. 


Pastor  Kathy  Henderson  (center)  is  flanked  by  two  of  the  key  leaders  of  the  new 
Messiah  United  Methodist  Church  in  north  Kenner.  Michael  Lanier,  Chairman  of  the 
Steering  Committee,  is  shown  at  the  left  and  John  Bogle,  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee,  is  on  the  right. 


encouraged.  Inclusive  programming  and 
assimilation  will  be  the  norm.  (5) 
Because  of  the  diversity  of  the  population 
and  the  autonomy  of  the  various 
neighborhoods,  it  is  hoped  Messiah 
U.M.C.  will  become  a  center  for 
community,  drawing  people  together  in 
fellowship  as  well  as  discipleship. 

Christian  Education  is  a  high  priority 
at  Messiah  U.M.C.  Church  School  classes 
are  available  for  all  ages  —  children, 
youth  and  adults.  Confirmation  and 
United  Methodism  studies  will  be  offered 
several  times  during  the  year.  Decem¬ 
ber  4  marked  the  first  Sunday  of  Church 
School  with  approximately  thirty  (30) 
persons  in  attendance. 

A  place  to  call  home  and  put  one’s  roots 
(for  however  long)  seems  to  be  very 
important  to  people  in  north  Kenner  and 
likewise  in  the  church.  While  the 
University  Park  Lions’  Club  has 
graciously  provided  the  use  of  their 
facilities  without  cost  to  the  church,  it  is 


hoped  land  for  the  church  may  be 
purchased  soon.  A  long-range  Planning 
and  Building  Committee  has  been 
formed  to  begin  planning  and  funding 
Messiah’s  first  building.  Thanks  to  the 
Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  the  Building 
Fund  is  off  to  a  good  start  with  their 
promise  of  $75,000  as  soon  as  a  building 
contract  is  signed. 

Churches  in  the  area  have  been  helpful 
by  contributing  money,  altarware, 
hymnals,  mimeograph  equipment  and 
other  needs,  not  least  of  which  — 
prospects.  The  Congregation  offers 
special  thanks  to  the  pastors  of  the 
Munholland  Church  and  to  Rev.  William 
C.  Blakely,  District  Superintendent  of 
New  Orleans/Houma  District,  for  their 
support  and  guidance. 

“Finally,  MESSIAH  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH  IS  BORN! 
HALLELUJAH!”,  declared  Pastor 
Henderson. 


Conference  Calendar 


January,  1984 

3  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon 

3  “Sunday  School/Caravan”  Training  Session,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,^ 
10:30a.m. 

5  General  &  Jurisdictional  Delegation  Meeting,  Bunkie,  David  Haas 
Memorial  UMC,  10:00a.m. 

7  School  for  Local  Pastor’s  License,  Ruston,  Trinity  &  Baton  Rouge,  FUMC 
9  Conference  BOT,  HQ  Bldg.,  3rd  Floor,  Conf.  Room 
9-13  Congress  on  Evangelism,  Orlando,  Florida 
10  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon 

11- 13  District  Audits  of  Pastor’s  Annual  Reports 

12- 17  National  Convocation,  CCOM  Directors,  Orlando,  Fla. 

14  School  for  Local  Pastors,  Ruston-Trinity,  BR-FUMC 
17  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon 

17  “Sunday  School  Caravan”  —  Monroe,  Shreveport,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  Districts 

18  “Sunday  School  Caravan”  —  New  Orleans  Slidell  and  New  Orleans- 
Houma  Districts 

19-21  Convocation  of  Boards,  Baton  Rouge,  First  UMC 

20  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:30  a. m. 

21  School  for  Local  Pastors 

22  UMINTED  METHODIST  WOMEN’S  SUNDAY 

23- 26  Centenary  Study  Week 

24  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon 

24- 25  Annual  Assembly,  LIC,  Lakeview  Presbyterian  Church,  New  Orleans, 

Board  of  Directors  Meeting,  11:00  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  the  24th 
27-29  UMW  Conference  Leadership  Workshop,  Alexandria,  Toro  Hills  (Hodges 
Garden) 

28  Small  Membership  Church  Workshop,  New  Orleans-Slidell  District, 
Franklinton,  10:00  a.m. 

28  School  for  Local  Pastors 

29  CHURCH  VISITATION  SUNDAY  sponsored  by  Religion  &  Race 

30  Board  of  Ministry  Committee  on  Ministerial  Training  &  Orders 

31  Research  &  Planning  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:30  a.m. 

31  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon 


Louisiana  Tech  Chapel  dedicated 


The  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  Chapel  in  Ruston  was  dedicated  in  memory 
of  William  M.  and  Ada  Laird  Stokes,  parents  of  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.,  director 
of  the  center  since  the  mid  50s,  and  will  be  known  as  Stokes  Chapel.  Pictured  above 
are  some  of  those  who  participated  in  the  Dedication  Ceremony  and  Consecration 
Service  held  on  October  30.  They  are  (left  to  right)  William  S.  McCormick,  president 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  Council;  Rev.  Don  Hall,  district  superintendent  for  the 
Ruston  District;  Rev.  William  Stokes,  Jr;  Jimmy  Love,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees;  Dr.  Phillip  F.  Rice,  past  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  ;  and  Dr.  Robert 
M.  Caruthers,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors. 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 


God's  case  against  His  people 

By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Isaiah  1:2-6, 18-20  .  .. 

Today  we  begin  a  new  series,  this  one  on  Isaiah  1-39.  The  author ,  whom  many  call 
First  Isaiah,  speaks  to  a  people  who  are  watching  their  northern  neighbor,  Israel, 
being  attacked  and  finally  swallowed  up  by  the  invading  army  of  Assyria.  These 
people  of  Judah  see  what  is  happening  Yet  they  feel  perfectly  secure  in  their  divine 
protection,  even  though  they  shared  the  sinful  attitudes  and  practices  of  Israel 

The  prophet  looks  upon  Assyria  as  an  agent  of  God,  sent  to  punish  His  sinful 
children.  Judah's  sins  were  many,  but  the  ones  Isaiah  dwells  on  the  most  have  to  do 
with  social  injustice.  Isaiah  preaches  and  proclaims  that  God  will  punish  any  of  His 
children  who  disobey  and  turn  aside  to  selfish  ways.  His  opening  remarks  in  Isaiah 
1-2-3  give  a  picture  of  something  like  a  courtroom  procedure  with  God  bringing 
charges  against  the  accused  Heaven  and  earth  are  asked  to  be  witnesses  to  the 
proceedings. 

The  charge  is  forgetting  who  and  whose  they  are.  That  is,  God  has  called  Israel  into 
being,  brought  about  a  nation  entity  and  raised  this  nation  as  a  son.  But,  Israel  has 
turned  its  back  on  the  one  who  created,  sustained  and  loved.  Just  as  a  child  rebelling 
against  the  father  (and,  to  the  people  of  Israel,  this  was  a  most  severe  sin),  the  people 
Israel  had  rebelled  against  their  father,  God.  Even  the  ox  and  the  ass  know  better  and 
act  better  than  this! 

Sennacherib  of  Assyria  had  attacked  Judah  in  701  B.C.  The  Assyrians  did  not 
conquer  Judah  at  this  time,  but  the  attack  itself  was  a  traumatic  experience  and  a 
major  calamity.  And,  in  verses  4-9  we  read  an  oracle  which  gives  several  "woes 
which  give  a  feeling  of  rebuke  and  denunciation  In  verse  4  we  read  of  a  sinful  nation 
which  is  composed  of  people  laden  with  iniquity,  people  who  are  themselves  the 
offspring  of  evildoers,  corrupt  people  who  have  forgotten  the  Lord.  Not  only  they  have 
begun  to  despise  the  "Holy  One  of  Israel"  (this  is  the  first  time  Isaiah  uses  one  of  his 
favorite  terms  for  God  -  he  will  be  using  it  several  more  times).  They  are  utterly 
estranged. 

Continuing  in  the  scripture  lesson,  we  read  a  description  of  the  beating  Judah  has 
taken  from  Sennacherib.  Judah  is  badly  bruised.  Her  wounds  are  still  fresh  and 
untreated.  Isaiah  asks  the  pertinent  question,  “Why  do  you  continue  to  rebel?  You  are 
only  bringing  more  suffering  on  yourselves.”  (paraphrased). 

The  verses  18-20  resume  the  lawsuit  theme  of  2-3  and  present  an  unclear  picture. 
Some  interpreters  believe  that  God  is  speaking  critically  when  he  says,  “Though  your 
sins  are  scarlet,  they  shall  be  white  as  snow,”  but  others  believe  there  is  a  word  of 
hope  wherein  God  is  offering  forgiveness  if  they  will  but  turn  back  toward  Him.  And, 
lastly,  we  read  that  Judah  can  choose  between  eating  (by  being  obedient)  and  being 
eaten  (by  continuing  to  rebel).  Obviously,  the  devourer  must  be  Assyria  (though  it 
later  turned  out  foabe' Babylon)'—  W 

God’s  case  against  His  people  was  essentially  that  they  had  sinned.  Charles 
Laymon  has  given  us  an  interesting  response  to  the  question  of  “what  is  sin?”  by 
quoting  three  different  persons.  George  Bernard  Shaw  said  that  the  worst  sin  toward 
our  fellow  man  was  not  to  hate  him  but  to  be  indifferent  to  him.  Archbishop  Temple 
gave  a  standard  response  that  sin  was  putting  oneself  instead  of  God  in  the  center  of 
one’s  world.  Robert  J.  Oppenheimer,  who  helped  develop  the  atomic  bomb,  said  that 
the  experience  of  that  first  explosion  recalled  to  his  mind  a  passage  of  the  Bhagavad 
Gita:  “I  am  become  death,  the  shatterer  of  worlds.”  He  felt  what  he  called  a  “legacy 
of  concern”  and  added  “in  some  crude  sense  ...  the  physicists  have  known  sin:  and 
this  is  a  knowledge  which  they  cannot  lose.” 

Just  as  God  had  a  case  against  His  people  some  twenty-seven  hundred  years  ago 
because  they  had  and  were  sinning,  He  has  a  case  against  His  children  today  if  those 
children  turn  away  from  Him.  We  who  would  be  Christians  must  continue  to  ask 
ourselves,  “Will  our  scarlet  sins  be  as  white  as  snow?”  If  so,  how  and  why? 


J2irth  announcements 

Todd  McClung  James,  son  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  M.  James,  was  born  Saturday. 
December  17,  1983.  Rev.  James  is  pastor  of  Gentilly  and  Second  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  New  Orleans. 

Sean  Wesley  Fldwers,  son  of  rev.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Flowers,  was  born  December  19, 
1983.  Rev.  Flowers  is  pastor  of  Pearl  River  and  Talisheek  United  Methodist  Churches. 


National  programming  continues 
on  Satcom  3R,  Channel  18 

United  Methodist  Communications  are  continuing  the  national  programming  on 
Satcom  3R,  Channel  18,  on  Sunday  evenings.  The  schedule  for  January  and  February 
follows: 


JOURNEYS  — Into 
The  Bible  6-6:30  p.m. 

The  Crucifixion  in  Mark’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
The  Resurrection  in  Mark’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
The  Shape  of  Luke’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
The  Beginning  of  Luke’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
Portrait  of  Jesus  in  Luke’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
The  Crucifixion  in  Luke’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
The  Resurrection  in  Luke’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
The  Shape  of  John’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 
The  Beginning  of  John’s 
Gospel  —  Edward  Bauman 


Date 

JOURNEYS  —  In  Christian 
Growth  6:30-7:00  p.m. 

Jan.  1 

Changes 

Jan.8 

Begin  With  Goodbye 

Turned  Loose 

Jan.  15 

Begin  With  Goodbye 

Exits  and  Entrances 

Jan.22 

Begin  With  Goodbye 

Mirror,  Mirror 

Jan.  29 

Begin  With  Goodbye 

A  Time  to  Cry 

Feb.  5 

Begin  With  Goodbye 

Death  of  Ivan  Ilych 

Feb.  12 

Begin  With  Goodbye 

Ego  States 

Feb.  19 

Learning  to  Live 
Transactions 

Feb.  26 

Learning  to  Live 

Strokes 

Learning  to  Live 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 


United  Methodism  praised 

but  cautioned . Page  3 

U.S.  and  Soviet  battle 

is  spiritual . Page  2 

Whatever  happened  to  the 
AIDS  victim? . Page  4 


NCC  executives  recall 

year's  events . Page  3 

A  simpler  ChristmasPage  2 

affirmed . Page  2 

A  101 -year  old 

church  secretary . Page  4 
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Family  church  attendance:  A  key 
to  evangelizing  future  generations 


Persons  with  even  a  modicum  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  knowledge  can  recite  one  portion  of 
its  wisdom  regarding  child-raising: 
“Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go, 
and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from 
it”  (Proverbs  22:6).  But  if  the  desired 
“way”  is  to  church,  recent  research  sug¬ 
gests  that  parental  example  —  and  not 
merely  “training"  —  is  the  most  power¬ 
ful  single  influence. 

“If  you  are  a  kid  who  grew  up  in  a  fam¬ 
ily  that  went  to  church,  you’re  more  apt 
to  go  to  church,”  according  to  sociologist 
James  Krile  of  the  University  of  Minne¬ 
sota.  Speaking  to  participants  in  a 
"Theology  of  the  80’s”  program  at  St. 
Paul  Seminary,  Mr.  Krile  also  noted  that 
“this  is  especially  true  if  the  father  went 
to  church.”  If  the  father  doesn’t  attend 
church,  he  said,  neither  are  his  children 
likely  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Krile’s  findings  do  not  diminish  the 
importance  of  other  factors  in  a  person’s 
decision  to  participate  in  church  life.  An 
invitation  by  a  friend  or  pastor,  a  felt 
need  for  fellowship  with  other  Christians 
and/or  a  desire  to  develop  a  right  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God  are  among  many  rea¬ 
sons  people  give  for  joining  a  congrega¬ 
tion.  But  Mr.  Krile’s  research  shows 
that,  all  other  factors  being  equal,  per¬ 
sons  who  attended  church  as  children 
with  their  families  are  likely  to  continue 


the  practice  as  adults. 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Krile’s  findings 
strengthen  the  argument  of  those  who  ad¬ 
vocate  family  participation  in  church, 
but  for  somewhat  different  reasons  than 
one  usually  hears.  Parents  who  regularly 
attend  Sunday  School  and/or  worship 
with  their  children  are  in  effect  evange¬ 
lizing  the  future.  By  demonstrating  in 
practice  the  beliefs  we  teach,  parents 
contribute  significantly  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  attitudes  which  later  will  predis¬ 
pose  our  children  to  remain  loyal  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ. 

Do  we  —  as  parents  or  as  church  mem¬ 
bers  —  need  any  more  reason  to  re-dedi- 
cate  ourselves  to  a  pattern  of  faithful 
church  involvement  with  our  families 
during  the  coming  year?  The  benefits  of 
doing  so  are  not  limited  to  the  probable 
positive  effects  on  our  children,  our  fami¬ 
lies  or  even  our  congregations.  They  will 
extend  into  the  future  and  touch  count¬ 
less  future  generations  with  the  blessings 
of  belonging  to  and  participating  in  the 
Body  of  Christ. 

If  you  should  be  among  those  who  have 
gotten  out  of  the  habit  of  participating 
regularly  in  a  family  of  faith,  you  also 
may  be  surprised  by  the  number  of  im¬ 
mediate  personal  benefits  you  are  likely 
to  experience  upon  returning. 


/chccrs..rrMnrp§t, 

to  no  more  V  1 
Jears  or  tears./'*' 


My  Witness 

The  gift  of  freedom  should  remind 
American  Christians  of  good  fortune 


DECEMBER  30.  1983 


BY  JOAN  GASPARD 
Each  year,  at  this  season,  I  eagerly  an¬ 
ticipate  happy  holidays,  gift  exchanges, 
bountiful  dinner  tables,  spiritual  reju¬ 
venation.  and  aesthetic  music  and  song. 
The  hurried  but  warm  brushes  with  near¬ 
by  friends  and  relatives  are  even  more 
heightened  reminders  of  the  blessings 
and  thanksgiving  that  fill  my  life. 

I  don’t  even  mind  driving  in  the  in¬ 
creased  traffic,  among  the  disgruntled 
shoppers,  because  I  know  that  when  I  ar- 


Here  I  Stand 

Real  U.S.-Soviet  battle 
is  spiritual,  not  military 


A  new  image  for  ‘peace  advocates’ 


The  questionable  methods  and  ide¬ 
ologies  of  some  persons  who  speak  the 
language  of  peace  have  made  many 
Christians  reluctant  to  support  anything 
called  a  “peace  movement,"  no  matter 
how  consistent  its  purpose  might  be  with 
Christian  principles. 

A  federal  judge  and  active  United 
Methodist  layman  is  seeking  to  give  the 
term  “peace  advocate”  a  new  image. 
Judge  Woodrow  Seals  of  St.  Stephen’s 
UMC  in  Houston  recently  accepted  the 
role  of  “peace  advocate”  in  his  local 
church  (see  UMR,  Dec.  23).  He  did  so  be¬ 
cause  he  believes  “we  are  going  to  blow 
up  the  world  unless  Christian  people  rise 
up  and  demand  a  change  of  course  in  the 
U.S.  and  other  nations.” 

What  is  a  local  church  “peace  advo¬ 
cate?”  Judge  Seals  says  it  is  not  just  a- 
nother  position  on  a  church’s  roster  of 
leaders.  This  person’s  chief  goal  is  to 
keep  the  issue  of  peace  “on  the  minds” 
and  “in  the  prayers"  of  the  church’s 
members.  The  variety  of  ways  in  which  a 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


congregation’s  “peace  consciousness” 
can  be  raised  is  almost  limitless.  How¬ 
ever,  a  typical  activity  by  the  local 
church  “peace  advocate”  is  much  more 
likely  to  involve  one-on-one  conversation 
or  raising  a  concern  during  a  committee 
meeting  than  joining  a  “peace  march.” 

Not  just  anyone  could  fill  such  a  role. 
Its  occupant  would  need  to  possess  a 
combination  of  creativity,  nerve  and  a 
conviction  that  the  achievement  of  world 
peace  is  an  essential  concern  for  Chris¬ 
tians.  If  carried  out  effectively,  however, 
a  person  occupying  such  a  position  may 
result  in  many  more  Christians  deciding 
they  should  become  active  “peace  advo¬ 
cates.” 

We  commend  Judge  Seals  and  his  local 
church  for  their  efforts  to  make  the  cause 
of  peace  a  basic,  ongoing  congregational 
concern.  We  urge  other  congregations 
likewise  to  surface  “peace  advocates,” 
or  to  develop  some  other  method  for  wit¬ 
nessing  to  this  purpose  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace. 


By  RAYMOND  D.  KISER 

Most  of  us  shuddered  in  response  to  the 
news  from  Beirut  and  Grenada.  The  geo¬ 
political  dominos  of  the  world  wobbled 
and  tilted,  while  lists  of  names  poured 
over  the  newswires  attesting  to  the  fact 
that  American  soldiers  were  being  killed 
in  numbers  that  we  have  not  known  since 
this  country  was  last  at  war.  It  was  a  cru¬ 
el  and  unsettling  reminder  to  many  of  us 
of  the  political  instability  of  many  of  our 
world’s  “hot  spots”  and  of  American  mil¬ 
itary  presence  and  vulnerability  abroad. 

Over  750,000  American  troops  are  sta¬ 
tioned  in  foreign  countries,  and  the  navy 
patrols  every  ocean.  This  is  a  military 
posture  which  has  been  maintained  and 
extended  since  World  War  II.  The  people 
of  this  democratic  republic  are  not  com¬ 
fortable  in  assuming  the  role  of  empire 
building  and  maintenance.  Imperialism 
is  not  our  strong  suit,  but  capitalism  is. 
In  order  to  preserve  the  interests  of 
multinational  corporations,  oil  and  gas 
sources,  and  the  monetary  lifeblood  of 
the  American  economy,  a  world  “police 
force”  must  be  maintained. 

Both  our  economic  status  and  our  mili¬ 
tary  stance  place  us  in  a  morally  vulner¬ 
able  position  in  relationship  with  the  de¬ 
veloping  countries  of  the  Third  World. 
The  Soviet  propagandists  get  a  lot  of 
mileage  out  of  our  foreign  involvements, 
branding  us  as  “neo-colonial  oppres¬ 
sors,"  while  describing  themselves  as 
“world  liberators.” 

Communism  is  a  real  threat  to  a  struc¬ 
ture  of  life  and  reality  which  most  of  us 
value  for  humanity.  But  we  sometimes 
forget  that  the  threat  of  communism  is 
not  so  much  military  as  it  is  spiritual  in 


the  way  its  political  vision  makes  its  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  hearts  and  minds  of  many 
people.  Communism  is  the  propagation 
of  a  seductive  lie  about  the  source  and 
nature  of  hope  for  our  world.  The  evils  of 
communism  are  found  in  its  subtle  dis¬ 
tortions  rather  than  in  its  gross  asser¬ 
tions. 

All  too  often  the  United  States  plays  in¬ 
to  the  hands  of  the  Soviets  by  fulfilling 
the  stereotype  of  the  military  “bad  guy” 
and  the  capitalist  “fat  cat.”  Again  and  a- 
gain  we  fail  to  see  the  spiritual  nature  of 
our  nation’s  mission  abroad,  and  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  delude  ourselves  in  the  belief 
that  money  and  guns  will  buy  us  all  the 
power,  security,  and  foreign  policy  solu¬ 
tions  we  need.  If  we  continue  to  operate 
under  this  delusion,  we  will  only  serve 
the  cause  of  the  Soviet  dream. 

We  don’t  need  troops  in  the  field  as 
much  as  we  need  missionaries.  Somehow 
during  the  last  few  decades  our  churches 
lost  the  will  for  foreign  missions,  while 
our  government’s  “peace  corps”  has  lost 
most  of  its  steam  and  political  support. 
While  our  zeal  for  spiritual  mission  and 
evangelism  seems  to  have  flagged,  that 
of  the  Soviets  has  only  grown.  We  dis¬ 
tract  ourselves  worrying  over  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  nuclear  warheads,  when  the  real 
battles  are  being  fought  for  the  minds 
and  souls  of  men  and  women.  It  is  in  the 
spiritual  realm,  not  the  military  one, 
where  we  are  truly  failing  to  maintain  a 
balance  of  power  with  the  Soviets. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Raymond  D.  Kiser,  is  associate  pastor  of 
Travis  Park  UMC  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference). 


rive  home  in  the  evening  my  mailbox  is 
going  to  be  filled  with  seasonal  greetings 
from  my  distant  family  and  friends,  here 
and  abroad.  Those  colorful,  religious  and 
secular,  cards  always  contain  newsy 
notes  recording  the  reasons  for  "This  has 
been  a  good  year  for  us.” 

Last  week  tucked  among  the  varied  and 
abundant  fliers  richly  commercializ¬ 
ing  the  season,  I  have  received  three 
such  cards.  The  personal  messages  con¬ 
tained  within  those  tiny  card  packages  of 
love  and  best  wishes  were  disturbing. 
They  are  words  that  shock  me  out  of  my 
very  narrow  world.  This  world  of  mine  is 
that  of  an  American  with  a  comfortable 
lifestyle,  secure  job,  healthy  relationships, 
loving  family  and  a  host  of  freedoms. 

Messages  from  overseas  friends 

The  messages  were  from  friends  who 
are  citizens  of  Poland,  Philippines,  and 
Cyprus.  My  friend  from  Poland,  a  doctor, 
writes  of  these  ppst  martial  law  days: 
“Now  there  are  no  changes  in  our  life. 
Everything  is  the  same  as  before:  at 
work,  standing  in  a  long  queue  for  every¬ 
thing,  this  week  more  than  six  hours  for  a 
loaf  of  bread.  My  position  at  work  is  star 
ble,  general  situation  is  not  good.”  And 
using  a  few  code  words  we  devised  when 
we  were  last  together,  my  friend  tells  me 
that  they  are  very  troubled,  frightened  of 
the  communist  government,  and  painful¬ 
ly  depressed  about  the  struggle  for  free¬ 
doms:  freedom  for  friends  imprisoned, 
to  travel,  to  purchase  food,  to  work  and 
accomplish  goals  of  Solidarity.  Yet,  in 
the  same  card,  this  friend  writes  “To 
you,  a  pleasant  and  successful  year.” 

The  friend  from  the  Philippines,  a 
teacher  who  earns  less  than  $100  a 
month,  writes:  “I  did  not  finish  my  mas¬ 
ter  degree  due  to  low  salary.  Can’t  afford 
to  go  back  to  school,  esp.  now  everything 
is  very  high  or  expensive.  The  situation 
in  our  country  is  not  quite  peaceful.  Our 
big  problem  is  economic  and  political. 
We  owe  you  (Americans)  so  much.”  She 
shared  concern  over  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions  and  very  subtly  made  reference  to 
their  presidential  palace  and  its  occu¬ 
pants. 

The  Greek  Cypriot  friend,  a  musician 
and  symphony  conductor,  writes  of  his 
home  city’s  split  between  the  Greek  and 
Turkish  Cypriot  sectors.  He  conveyed 
that  the  escalating  tension  between 
Greece  and  Turkey,  over  their  island  of 
Cyprus,  was  bringing  back  “distressing 
memories  of  deplorable  conflicts  in  the 


Don’j  criticize  without  effort  to  know  adversary 


To  the  Editor: 

When  I  read  the  letters  in  the  Reporter, 
I  often  feel  sad.  Too  many  suggest  a  lack 
of  trust  in  Christ’s  words  that  we  are  to 
love  our  enemies,  go  the  second  mile,  pay 
more  attention  to  our  own  misdeeds  than 
to  those  of  others,  and  to  do  unto  others 
as  we  would  have  them  do  unto  us. 

I  have  been  distressed  by  the  hate-Rus- 
sia  propaganda  so  prevalent  in  our  news¬ 
print  and  air  waves.  It  seems  we  have  to 
hate  —  or  at  least  mistrust  —  and  be  will¬ 
ing  to  squander  our  limited  resources  on 
building  up  ever-more  frightening  mili¬ 
tary  capabilities. 

What  many  of  us  seem  to  need  is  wider 
and  more  responsible  reading  in  an  hon¬ 
est  effort  to  understand  the  adversary’s 
position.  The  old  Indian  wisdom  applies 
here:  Do  not  criticize  your  neighbor 
until  you  have  walked  a  mile  in  his  moc¬ 
casins.  I  often  find  it  comforting  to  take 
this  to  heart. 

Gail  Asel 

Maysville,  Missouri 
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Addendum  to 
‘Day  After’  discussion 

To  the  Editor : 

As  an  addendum  to  comments  on  “The 
Day  After."  I  felt  there  was  a  severe  in¬ 
justice  done  to  the  Church  of  the  Breth¬ 
ren  shown  in  the  story. 

“The  Brethren”  is  one  of  the  historic 
peace  churches,  but  it  was  portrayed  as 
having  no  power,  voice,  or  impact  upon 
the  awful  situation.  ABC-TV  missed  a 
chance  to  hear  a  denomination’s  prophe¬ 
tic  voice. 

M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Pontiac,  Illinois 

Sexist  language  talk  chided 

To  the  Editor : 

All  that  has  been  printed  in  the  Repor¬ 
ter  in  the  past  five  years  on  the  subject  of 
sexist  language  in  the  Bible  may  be  sum¬ 
marized  as  follows:  Horsefea  thers! 

Nathan  McGure 
Park  Ridge,  Illinois 

Bishops  admonished 

for  one-sided  statement 

To  the  Editor : 

This  nation’s  United  Methodist  bishops 
recently  issued  a  statement  that  calls  on 
the  United  States  “to  cease  all  military 
intervention”  in  Central  America  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  25). 

American  Methodists  might  consider 


this  a  divinely  inspired  message  if  the  So-j 
viets  and  Cubans  were  likewise  admon¬ 
ished.  Why  this  incongruous  dual  stan¬ 
dard?  Does  their  silence  by  not  scolding 
the  Soviet/Cuban  presence  signal  the  bis¬ 
hops’  approval?  Since  only  the  United 
States  was  named,  this  nauseous  refrain 
of  the  bishops  is  all  too  similar  to  the  tune 
chanted  by  the  World  Council  of  Church¬ 
es. 

The  bishops  said  they  “respect  the  self- 
determination  of  the  people  in  Central 
American  countries  to  establish  govern¬ 
ments  which  seek  to  achieve  justice  and 
permanent  peace  for  themselves  without 
reliance  upon  any  forces  external  to  their 
border.”  United  Methodists  have  no  prob¬ 
lem  with  that  ideal,  but  do  the  bishops  re¬ 
ally  believe  that  the  communists  will  per¬ 
mit  this  to  become  reality?  Ask  the 
people  of  Grenada  or  anyone  previously 
subjected  to  Marxist  rule.  History  has 
proven  that  negotiations  with  communist 
revolutionaries  invariably  result  in  total 
victory  for  their  forces. 

Must  we  listen  to  our  bishops’  anti- 
United  States  rhetoric  until  all  hope  for 
freedom  in  Central  America  has  been 
subverted?  Ivan  W.  Oman 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

Supplemental  mission 

‘agency’  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  sad  indeed  to  read  that  a  group  of 


UM  ministers  find  themselves  forced  by 
conscience  to  form  a  supplemental  mis¬ 
sion  agency  within  United  Methodism 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  9).  But  for  the  utter  in¬ 
sensitivity  and  intransigence  of  our  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  such  an 
attempt  probably  could  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed. 

Under  present  circumstances  this  step 
is  perhaps  for  the  best  unless  the  General 
Conference  can  find  another  way.  It  will 
give  conscientious  and  loyal  United 
Methodists  an  opportunity  to  support  a 
United  Methodist  agency  with  an  essen¬ 
tially  biblical  understanding  of  Christian 


mission,  over  against  BGM’s  approach  to 
the  church’s  outreach,  which  is  widely 
perceived  to  be  dominantly  ideological. 
It  will  also  lend  substance  to  the  oft-re¬ 
peated  claim  that  we  are  a  theologically 
pluralistic  denomination. 

F.  Ernest  Stoeffler 
Lansdale,  Pennsylvania 


the  1960’s  and  early  1970’s.  We  want  no 
fighting  in  our  streets  again  ...  I  hope 
this  writing  finds  you  healthy  and  happy. 
Merry  Christmas.” 

And  to  think  that  the  most  complex  de¬ 
cisions  and  worries  I  had  this  week  were 
what  color  eyeshadow  I  should  wear  on 
Wednesday,  should  I  stop  for  gasoline  at 
the  full  service,  but  more  expensive,  sta¬ 
tion,  or  the  cheaper,  but  less  convenient 
station,  and  which  “nice"  restaurant  I 
should  entertain  my  visiting  brother 
from  Singapore. 

One  other  time  I  was  acutely  shaken  in¬ 
to  a  realization  that  we  Americans  are  so 
fortunate  not  to  have  such  experiences  of 
oppression,  civil  disruption  and  warring 
streets.  In  1978-79,  as  a  post  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  at  a  university  in  England,  I  met 
students  from  other  countries,  foreign 
lands  and  cultures  of  Iran,  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  and  the  Sudan.  I  listened  intently  — 
and  with  astonishment  —  to  their  person¬ 
al  stories  of  just  simple  survival  back  in 
their  respective  lands. 

Christmas  not  openly  celebrated 

Then,  for  two  weeks  in  December,  1978, 

I  was  in  Moscow  and  Leningrad  witness¬ 
ing  the  somber  faces  of  the  ordinary  Rus¬ 
sians  queuing  for  hours  outside  the  shop 
stalls  within  the  G.U.M.  (the  football 
field  size  government  department  store) 
waiting  to  purchase  just  one  item  —  of¬ 
ten,  a  clothing  product  of  the  western 
countries  of  the  1960’s.  At  that  particular 
time,  some  of  the  people  were  waiting  to 
purchase  token  gifts  for  the  children  in 
their  family.  You  see,  they  don’t  cele¬ 
brate  Christmas  in  the  open,  community¬ 
wide  fashion  as  we  do.  They  don’t  have 
that  freedom. 

However,  the  memory  of  Christmas  is 
carried  in  the  hearts  of  the  babushkas,  or 
grandmothers  —  as  they  move  silently  to 
get  those  gifts.  While  the  cold  world  out¬ 
side  was  disguised  in  celebration  of  what’ 
is  called  Winter  Festival,  the  babushkas 
were  telling  their  family  members,  in  the 
privacy  of  their  tiny,  cramped  homes, 
the  true  meaning  of  Christmas. 

Freedoms  are  gifts.  Sometimes  we 
don’t  appreciate  our  gifts.  My  friends  in 
Cyprus,  Philippines,  Poland  and  all  those 
Russian  strangers  appreciate  the  gift  of 
freedoms  that  they  haven’t  had  in  many; 
many  Christmas  seasons. 

In  these  closing  days  of  1983  when  the 
entire  world  community  is  preoccupied 
with  the  need  for  peace,  the  angels’  mes¬ 
sage  of  “Peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to 
men”  brings  renewed  hope.  My  friends, 
as  resilient  and  faithful  as  they  are,  have 
brought  to  me  hope  and  a  renewed  appre¬ 
ciation  in  my  freedoms,  just  simply 
through  their  ways  of  saying  “This  has 
been  a  good  year  for  us.  ”  • 

This  week's  contributor.  'Joan  Gaspard,: 
is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Fort  Worth. 
Texas  (Central  Texas  Conference). 

j  Word  Made  Tlesh  j 

Bv  ROY  E.  WEBSTER  II 
Word  made  flesh  to  dwell  among  us, 

God’s  pure  love  in  human  guise  — 

So  came  Christ  in  earthly  fashion, 

God  revealed  to  human  eyes. 

Angels  sang  out,  wise  men  worshipped, 
Shepherds  came  their  joy  to  show. 
Lambs  and  donkeys  shared  his 
birthplace, 

Basking  in  love’s  warming  glow. 

Darkness,  chosen  once  by  people, 

Could  not  stand  the  awesome  ray. 

Star,  magnificent  in  brilliance, 

Heralded  eternal  day. 

No  less  today,  our  world  like  His, 

Chooses  darkness  over  light ; 

Seeking  shelter  in  its  blindness, 

Shuns  the  brightness,  wanting  night. 

But  the  radiance  of  that  manger 
Knows  not  bounds ;  it  shines  its  blaze 
'Cross  the  centuries,  ’round  the  planet  — 
Limitless  its  joyful  rays. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

UMC  the  6 official  denomination 
of  the  1 984  Olympics ?  Well , . . . 


John  Lovelace 


If  I  had  a  spare  $4  million  —  approxi¬ 
mately  the  annual  amount  being  talked 
about  for  a  new  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
try  in  telecommunications  —  I  know  how 
I  would  spend  it  in  1984. 

I  would  offer  it  to  the  sponsoring  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  1984  Summer  Olympics 
Games  in  Los  Angeles.  If  they  accepted 
my  gift.  I  would  specify  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  be  designated  as  “The 
Official  Religious  Denomination  of  the 
1984  Olympics!” 

That’s  the  price  of  a  sponsorship  —  $4 
million.  The  sponsoring  committee  has 
elected  to  sell  these  sponsorships  as  one 
way  to  offset  costs  of  hosting  the  interna¬ 
tional  athletic  events. 

I’m  indebted  to  New  York  Times  syndi¬ 
cated  columnist  Carl  Cahill  for  giving  me 
the  idea.  He  did  a  column  recently  about 
the  seeming  incongruity  of  Twinkies  — 
“the  king  of  junk  foods”  —  being  signed 
on  as  an  Olympic  sponsor. 

Mr.  Cahill  says  we  can  expect  soon  to 
start  seeing  a  TV  commercial  “showing 
a  lithe  figure  skater  going  for  the  gold 
while  two  kids  watch,  munching  on 
Twinkies.  The  apparent  message  from 
Hostess  Cakes:  Eat  Twinkies  and  excel 


at  sports.” 

“Not  likely,”  says  Mr.  Cahill.  “A- 
men,”say  I. 

But  why  shouldn’t  we  United  Method¬ 
ists  pay  our  $4  million  and  become  a 
sponsor?  We  would  thereby  earn  the 
right  to  use  the  Olympic  logo  on  labels 
and  packages,  the  same  as  other  spon¬ 
sors.  And  we  could  advertise  on  national 
television  and  in  other  national  media  — 
“United  Methodism  —  the  religion  of  the 
Olympics!”  Imagine  next  year’s  church 
school  curriculum  materials  with  the 
five-ring  logo  declaring  themselves  “Of¬ 
ficial  Christian  education  material  of  the 
1984  Olympics!”  Or  imagine  The  Inter¬ 
preter  magazine  as  “the  official  pro¬ 
gram  journal  of  the  1984  Olympics.”  Or  a 
telecast  from  a  United  Methodist  wor¬ 
ship  service  as  “the  official  Olympic  reli¬ 
gious  observance  for  1984!  ” 

Think  of  the  congruities.  The  Olympics 
is  celebrating  its  quadrennial  fest  in  1984, 
and  we’re  observing  our  bicentennial! 
Wouldn’t  our  bicentennial  logo  with  the 
stylized  circuit  rider  on  horseback  be 
just  the  right  symbol  for  the  Olympics 
equestrian  events?  Or  how  about  the 
United  Methodist  cross  and  flame  super¬ 


imposed  over  the  Olympic  flame?  You 
talk  about  a  telecommunications 
ministry! !! 

I’m  kidding,  of  course.  Unfortunately, 
Twinkies  is  not.  And  neither  are  the  other 
“official  sponsors”  of  the  1984  Olympics 
which  Mr.  Cahill  says  include  an  official 
key  chain,  candy  bar,  car,  soft  drink, 
beer,  judo  mat,  hotel,  bank,  typewriter, 
gasoline,  fruit  juice,  food  store, 
magazine,  airline,  clock,  telecopier,  in¬ 
surance  policy  and  charge  card  —  for  a 
partial  listing. 

I  like  Mr.  Cahill’s  conclusion:  “Instead 
of  offering  sponsorships  to  anyone  with  a 
spare  $4  million,  couldn’t  the  committee 
have  shown  some  good  taste,  or  at  least 
common  sense,  in  its  choice  of  sponsors?” 

I’m  glad  United  Methodism  is  actively 
involved  with  the  official  —  yes.  official 
—  interreligious  committee  which,  with¬ 
out  buying  any  $4  million  sponsorship, 
has  been  recognized  as  the  ministry  to 
Olympics  athletes,  fans  and  directors. 
We  don’t  have  to  buy  our  way  into  the 
picture.  What  we  have  to  offer  in  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  at  the  Olympics  or  any¬ 
where  else  is  priceless  —  and  free. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


If  you  know  an  overseas 
Christian, 
the  perfect  gift 


may  be  timely 
news  of  United  Methodism. . . 

The  Reporter  can  now  fly 
52  weeks  for  352  Air-Mailed 

During  1984  Reporter  subscribers  will  receive: 


1  A  16-part  series  on  issues  to  be 
dealt  with  in  May  by  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Conference 
•  On-site  coverage  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  from  Baltimore 


*  Weekly  editorial  commentary  and 
United  Methodism’s  most  diverse 
ongoing  readers  forum 

•  The  latest  religious  news  of  interest 
to  United  Methodists  reported  by 
a  team  of  professional  journalists. 

Send  check  for  $52  along  with  the  name,  complete  overseas  address, 
the  name  of  the  edition  of  the  Reporter  to  be  sent  (Either  local  church, 
annual  conference  or  national)  and  the  address  of  the  donor,  to: 

Overseas  Subscriptions 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  221076 
Dallas.  TX  75222 
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UMC praised  but  cautioned  on  divisive  ‘trifling’ issues 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Australian  evangelist 
Alan  Walker  is  one  of  world  Methodism’s 
best  known  and  widest-traveled  person¬ 
alities.  During  a  recent  five-week  visit  to 
the  U.S.  he  shared  something  of  a  reflec¬ 
tion  on  world  Methodism  in  general  and  on 
United  Methodism  in  particular.  He  and 
his  wife  were  interviewed  by  three 
Reporter  writers:  Associate  Editors  Roy 
Howard  Beck  and  John  A.  Lovelace  and 
Staff  Writer  Sheron  L.  Covington.  Mr. 
Lovelace  wrote  for  the  team. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  One  of  world  Methodism’s  greatest 
evangelists  offered  both  praise  and  concern  for 
United  Methodists  in  the  U.S.  during  a  recent 
visit  here. 

The  Rev,  Alan  Walker  is  , 
director  of  world  evan- 
gelism  for  the  World  Wt  ^ 

Methodist  Council,  He’s  on  ivf  m 

the  road  60  percent  of  the  .fij  ^j|  imMx. 

time,  traveling  from  his 

Australian  base;  most  of 

the  time  his  wife  and  fellow 

evangelist,  Winnifred.  is  by  ‘ 

his  side.  :-:£3eBL 

Asked  what  he  thinks  are  Alan  Walker 


the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  United  Metho¬ 
dism  Dr.  Walker,  without  hesitation,  answered, 
"The  United  Methodist  Church,  I  sincerely  be¬ 
lieve,  is  the  finest  church  in  the  world.  Its  great 
strengths  are  in  the  balance  of  the  gospel  it 
preaches  —  although  I  wish  it  were  more  evan¬ 
gelical  in  some  regions  —  and  its  strong  social 
conscience,  as  strong  as  anv  church  in  the  world." 

Dr.  Walker  said  he  thinks  United  Methodism  in 
this  country  has  shown  "great  wisdom"  in  trying 
to  influence  the  nation’s  leadership  by  estab¬ 
lishing  colleges  and  universities.  He  also  praised 
the  denomination’s  "great  record  of  mission  act¬ 
ivity,’’  noting  that  many  churches  in  many  lands 
around  the  world  have  been  created  by  God 
"through  American  Methodists." 

But  the  denomination’s  major  weakness,  said 
Dr.  Walker,  is  the  division  which  emerges 
around  some  issues.  Asked  to  name  one  or  more, 
he  cited  one:  Homosexuality. 

"This  issue,  in  my  opinion,  diverts  attention. 
And  the  time,  passion  and  energy  spent  on  it  in 
the  American  church  is  crazy,”  he  declared. 

"The  answer,"  he  said,  "is  to  keep  it  in 
perspective.  Liberal  Christians  in  America  are 
practicing  escapism  over  homosexuality.  It  is 
only  a  trifling  issue  in  relation  to  the  four  great 
issues  of  poverty,  racism,  war  and  spiritual 
darkness." 

Dr.  Walker,  known  for  his  outspokenness  as 


well  as  his  world-wide  crusading  ministries  such 
as  Lifeline  Telephone,  had  an  equally  emphatic 
solution  to  the  war  and  peace  issue.  "The  church 
has  never  fully  recognized  Christ  as  the  prince  of 
peace.  The  New  Testament  is  a  book  without  a 
battle,  and  Jesus  never  gave  any  endorsement  to 
war. 

"The  church  is  in  the  process  of  discovering 
these  great  truths  about  war.  The  big  issue  which 
divides  churches  —  and  which  could  set  Method¬ 
ists  against  Methodists  in  a  time  of  war  —  is 
nationalism.  Nationalism  is  still  the  religion  of 
many  Christians,  more  so  in  the  west.  The 
doctrine  of  ‘My  country,  right  or  wrong,’  is  right 
out  of  the  bowels  of  hell.  ” 

Although  he  answered  without  flinching  when 
asked  about  church  and  society  issues,  Dr. 
Walker  spoke  most  easily  about  his  own  work 
and  that  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  council,  he  said,  has  member  bodies  in  91 
countries.  He  estimated  that  WMC-member 
churches  have  51  million  members,  250,000  local 
churches  and  85,000  ordained  ministers.  In  the 
U.S.  are  six  WMC-member  churches:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  the  Free  Methodist 
Church,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  and  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Asked  to  compare  the  world  Methodist  move¬ 


ment  with  similiar  faith  groups.  Dr.  Walker  said 
the  WMC,  through  its  world  evangelism,  is  the 
first  to  become  a  world  program  rather  than 
merely  a  fellowship.  The  global  evangelism  pro¬ 
gram  which  he  heads  is  five  years  old.  The  near¬ 
est  comparison,  he  said,  is  the  world  relief  pro¬ 
gram  operated  by  Lutheran  World  Federation. 

The  world  Methodist  evangelism  program’s 
elements,  he  said,  are  twofold:  (1)  the  local 
church  is  the  basic  unit  in  the  mission  of  Jesus; 
(2)  much  evangelism  —  for  instance,  that  of 
Billy  Graham  —  is  parachurch;  by  contrast,  the 
World  Methodist  Council  evangelism  program  is 
of  the  church.  Thus,  he  noted,  evangelism  is 
carried  on  within  the  church,  not  apart  from  it. 

Evangelism  needs  a  world  strategy,  he 
emphasized,  because  a  world  community  is 
rapidly  developing  based  on  such  things  as  jet 
travel  and  world  communications. 

He  said  that  tendencies  of  American,  British 
and  Australian  denominations  to  separate  home 
and  overseas  missions  are  based  on  the  false 
assumption  that  mission  is  "over  there  "  "You 
have  a  mission  field  of  60  million  Americans,"  he 
asserted. 

He  said  the  World  Methodist  Council  is  trying 
to  pioneer  a  whole  new  understanding  of  mission, 
made  more  difficult  by  the  need  to  overcome 
structures  which  predate  the  global  nature  of  the 
church. 


To  do  so,  he  said,  the  WMC  has  two  strategies: 
( 1 )  Every  country  in  the  world  has  a  Christian 
presence,  albeit  small  in  some  countries.  "We 
seek  the  commitment  of  every  country  to  its 
own  Brazilian  Christians,  for  instance,  are  the 
best  witnesses  to  other  Brazilians.  We  can  help 
from  the  outside,  but  the  best  witnessing  is 
inside." 

(2)  Specialists  can  be  sent  from  one  church  or 
country  to  another.  He  mentioned  mission  spec¬ 
ialists  such  as  educators  or  agriculturalists. 

What  about  church  extension  around  the  world 
—  starting  and  building  congregations? 

"This  varies  greatly  from  country  to  country," 
he  said.  "But  the  surest  way  for  a  church  to 
decline  is  not  to  open  new  churches.  And  it’s 
crazy  to  talk  about  needing  a  half  million  dollars 
to  start  a  church.  Start  with  people,  not  with 
money.  Help  them  build  their  own  church.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  house  church  movement  is 
being  used  by  God.  And  it  ought  to  be  used  more 
in  the  U.S.  All  you  have  to  do  is  provide  a  house 
and  some  income  for  the  minister.  Let  him  or  her 
start  a  church  in  a  dance  hall  or  a  garage.  ’  ’ 

What  about  women  ministers? 

"Most  Methodist  churches  around  the  world 
have  a  place  for  women  in  the  ministry,"  he 
answered.  "But  the  ministry  is  still  heavily  male 
dominated.  There  is  no  parity  between  men  and 
women.  This  takes  time." 


Critics  of  councils  year’s  top  story 

Bishop’s  resignation  ranked  second  in  United  Methodist  survey  of  1 983 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Media  criti¬ 
cisms  of  the  National  and  World  Councils 
of  Churches  —  and  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  as  a  major  supporter  —  were 
voted  the  top  news  story  about  United 
Methodism  in  1983. 

In  a  year-end  poll,  35  conference 
communicators  voted  overwhelmingly 
for  the  Reader’s  Digest/"60  Minutes" 
criticisms  as  the  No.  1  news  story. 
Second  place  went  to  the  resignation  of 
the  Rev.  James  Armstrong  as  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  and  president  of  the 
National  Council. 

Tying  for  third  place  were  the  ordina¬ 
tion  or  appointment  of  homosexual 
clergy  and  a  nuclear  freeze  and 
disarmament. 

■Fourth  most  important  was  the  sup¬ 
port  given  by  boards,  commissions  and 
caucuses  to  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  as  the  proposed  sole  missional 
priority  for  the  1985-88  quadrennium. 

Fifth  place  went  to  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  sixth  assembly  in 
Vancouver,  Canada,  where  Methodists 
were  highly  visible. 

In  sixth  place  were  the  proposed  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  guidelines  for  inclusive 
language.  Voted  seventh  were  contro¬ 
versies  involving  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  eighth  spot  went  to  the  infant  for¬ 


mula  issue  as  represented  by  the  boycott 
of  Nestle  Corporation  products. 

Ninth  place  was  garnered  by  the  cam¬ 
paign  against  world  hunger.  And  the  re¬ 
drafted  telecommunications  proposal  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  came  in 
10  th. 

The  United  Methodist  News  Service 
poll  showed  the  top  story  of  1983  began  in 
January  with  publication  of  a  Reader’s 
Digest  article,  "Do  You  Know  Where 
Your  Church  Offerings  Go?”  and  an 
extended  "60  Minutes”  segment,  "The 
Gospel  According  ,  to  Whom?’”  Both 
media  presentations  charged  the 
National  and  World  Councils  of  Churches 
with  supporting  Marxist-Leninist 
governments,  revolutionary  guerrillas 
and  anti-American  organizations. 

Responding  to  the  TV  charges,  then- 
Bishop  Armstrong  said  the  National 
Council  did  not  support  violent  revolu¬ 
tions  and  was  not  in  the  arms  business.  A 
number  of  other  prominent  United  Meth¬ 
odists  charged  the  program  with  editor¬ 
ializing  instead  of  providing  factual 
news. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  named  a  nine- 
member  committee  of  bishops  to  review 
the  allegations.  At  the  same  time  they 
expressed  appreciation  for  the-"vAluable 
work"  of  the  councils  and  encouraged 
United  Methodists  to  give  them 


"continued  generous  support."  The  com¬ 
mittee’s  final  report  is  due  in  April. 

A  two-month  investigation  of  the  NCC 
by  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  found 
no  evidence  that  money  was  used  to  buy 
guns  for  revolutionary  forces  but  said  the 
council’s  human  rights  statements  put  a 
heavy  emphasis  on  "left-wing"  causes. 

The  unexpected  resignation  of  Dr. 
Armstrong  as  a  bishop  of  the  church  was 
"received  with  regret"  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  Nov.  15.  Dr.  Armstrong  also 
tendered  his  resignation  as  president  of 
the  NCC  shortly  after  presiding  at  its  fall 
Governing  Board  meeting.  In  a  public 
statement  he  said  he  had  submitted  him¬ 
self  to  an  "exhausting  and  inhuman  work 
schedule"  since  becoming  bishop  of  the 
Indiana  Area  and  NCC  president  and 
said  he  was  "physically  and  emotionally 
depleted.” 

Sexuality  subject  of  petitions 


examining  language  to  use  when  talking 
about  God  suggested  that  “Lord"  and 
"King"  not  be  used  as  synonyms  for  God 
in  newly-written  materials,  sermons  and 
liturgy. 

In  late  November  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  approved  the  task  force 
report,  “Words  that  Hurt  and  Words  that 
Heal:  Language  about  God  and  People,” 
for  forwarding  to  General  Conference. 
The  report  neither  recommends  nor 
eliminates  the  use  of  "Lord" ;  says  "King 
need  not  be  used  in  contemporary 
writing  and  speaking";  and  suggests 
more  inclusive  words  and  images  can  be 
used  in  addition  to  "Father."  Council 
members  added  that  the  use  of  "Father" 
in  the  Lord’s  Prayer  is  an  important  part 
of  the  Christian  tradition. 

Several  controversies  swirled  around 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  during  the 
year.  The  May-June  issue  of  Good  News 
magazine  charged  the  board  with  re¬ 
treating  from  its  historic  task  of  winning 
the  world  for  Christ.  The  article,  "Mis¬ 
sion  Derailed,”  cited  three  areas  of 
"breakdown”:  excessive  overhead,  poli¬ 
tical  grants  and  "defective  philosophy.” 


The  sexual  orientation  of  clergy  was 
very  much  in  the  news  as  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  boards  and  agencies  looked  to¬ 
ward  the  1984  General  Conference.  In 
fact,  59  out  of  the  73  annual  conferences 
approved  petitions  referring  to  the 

ordination  of  homosexuals,  with  31  j 

'asking  they  be  explicitly-  barred  apd  General  ..Secretary  Randolph  ..Nugent 
another  TO  endorsing  a  firrtnosert  '“Rohk  ^Wenied  the  board  has  repudiated  Us  mis¬ 
sionary  mandate,  saying,  "There  are 
places  where  we  need  more  mission- 


Mission  meaning  disputed 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  A  very  pleased  little  boy  enjoys  a  nutritious  meal  pro¬ 
vided  at  a  United  Methodist  day  care  center.  The  youngster  is  one  of  more 
than  one  million  poverty -level  children  being  helped  in  more  than  100  na¬ 
tions  around  the  world  by  the  denomination’s  Advance  Support  Program. 
Concern  for  the  hungry  took  many  different  forms  during  1983  ranging  from 
soup  kitchens  to  congressional  lobbying  efforts. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


another  10  endorsing  a  prbposed  *“Bobk 
of  Discipline"  change  to  require  “fidelity 
in  marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness" 
on  the  part  of  all  clergy.  This  phrase, 
originating  with  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  will  be  brought  to  General 
Conference  by  its  parent  body,  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

During  1983,  support  increased  within 
the  denomination  for  a  nuclear  freeze. 
Based  on  a  general  church  statement, 
“The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Peace”  and  a  1982  pastoral  letter  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  passed  a  comprehensive 
resolution  on  the  subject.  It  termed  a 
mutual  freeze  on  testing,  production  and 
deployment  of  nuclear  weapons  "an 
essential  first  step”  toward  lessening  the 
risk  of  nuclear  war. 

Ethnic  caucuses  act  together 

The  four  ethnic  minority  caucuses 
within  United  Methodism  asked  that  the 
church  continue  the  current  missional 
priority,  "Developing  and  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church,"  in 
1985-88. 

In  late  November,  after  a  five  hour 
debate,  the  General  Council  of  Minis¬ 
tries,  chief  program  coordinating 
agency,  recommended  "The  Church 
Alive:  An  Inclusive  Church  for  a  Just 
Society"  as  the  denominational  priority. 
The  proposal,  which  will  go  to  General 
Conference,  stresses  ministries  of 
justice,  new  church  development, 
revitalization  of  existing  congregations, 
and  continuation  of  the  "unfinished  task" 
of  strengthening  ethnic  minority  local 
churches. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  sixth 
assembly  gained  the  attention  of  United 
Methodists  in  part  because  of  the 
church’s  large  number  of  delegates  (24) 
and  visitors. 

A  United  Methodist  task  force 


aries,  but  the  board  does  not  limit  its 
definition  of  missionary  to  North 
Americans  or  mission  to  what  happens 
overseas." 

The  Rev.  Gerald  H.  Anderson,  director 
of  the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center 
at  Ventnor,  N.J.,  addressing  Dallas-area 
pastors,  said  the  board  was  so  "unre¬ 
sponsive"  and  “imbalanced"  that  it  may 
be  necessary  to  start  an  alternate  mis¬ 
sionary  society.  Toward  year’s  end,  at  a 
meeting  in  St.  Louis,  pastors  from 
several  prominent  churches  met  to 
organize  the  missionary  group. 

Despite  pleas  from  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  that  United  Methodists  stop 
boycotting  products  of  the  Nestle  Corp., 
two  general  boards  reiterated  their  sup¬ 
port  for  the  boycott  as  did  12  annual 
conferences.  Two  others  consider 
themselves  still  boycotting.  However,  14 
conferences  suspended  their  boycott 
involvement.  Originally  31  conferences 
were  included. 

At  its  fall  meeting,  GCOM  commended 
the  denomination’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  for  its  work  and  concurred  in  its 
recommendations  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  These  include  a  request  that 
General  Conference  "find  it  inappro¬ 
priate  at  this  time  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  or  any  of  its  general  agencies 
to  participate  in  the  Nestle  boycott  or  any 
general  agency  to  resume  participation 
in  such  boycott  unless  authorized  to  do  so 
by  the  General  Conference  or  its 
designated  agency." 

What  will  be  the  big  news  for  United 
Methodists  in  1984? 

Communicators  agree  it  will  be  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  and  its  decisions  on  the 
sexual  orientation  of  clergy,  the 
proposed  two  orders  of  ministry,  the 
missional  priority  and  the  telecom¬ 
munications  proposal. 


NCC  executive  recalls  year’s  tumultuous  events 


NEW  YORK  —  By  its  own  reckoning, 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  lived 
through  three  of  the  biggest  stories  in  the 
council’s  33-year  history  during  1983. 

The  council’s  general  secretary,  Claire 
Randall,  discussed  those  stories  in  a 
year-end  conversation  with  council 
information  staffpersons. 

;  The  main  stories  were  identified  as  ( 1 ) 
attacks  on  the  council  by  Reader’s  Digest 
and  "60  Minutes,"  (2)  reaction  to  the 
Council’s  publication  of  “An  Inclusive 
Language  Lectionary,"  and  (3)  the 
NCC’s  vote  to  postpone  indefinitely  a 
membership  application  by  a  so-called 
homosexual  church. 

;  In  her  interview  Dr.  Randall  also 
(discussed  but  did  not  include  in  the  "top 
’story’’  category  the  unexpected 
resignation  in  November  of  council 
president  James  Armstrong.  Dr. 
Armstrong  also  concurrently  resigned 
from  the  United  Methodist  episcopacy 
“but  not  from  the  ministry. 


Dr.  Randall  saul  she  thinks  llie  “heavy 
push"  from  the  media  attacks  on  the 
council  has  dissipated.  She  did  not 
mention  ongoing  studies  of  the  council, 
including  studies  of  accusations  made  by 
the  media  or  by  blue-ribbon  groups  in  at 
least  two  NCC-member  churches:  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. A.  and 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Regarding  the  inclusive-language 
lectionary.  Dr.  Randall  said  the  NCC 
actually  came  to  that  project  a  bit  late, 
because  secular  publishers  had  handled 
the  subject  much  earlier. 

She  likened  the  process  which  led  to 
publication  of  the  experimental 
lectionary  to  that  which  preceded  the 
council’s  publication  of  the  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  in  the  early 
1950s.  The  RSV  and  the  council  were 
heavily  criticized  then,  she  said.  But  she 
predicted  that  the  lectionary  will  be 
"quite  acceptable"  eventually. 

In  the  interview  Dr.  Randall  spoke  only 
vaguely  about  the  NCC  Governing 


Board’s  indefinite  postponement  of  mem¬ 
bership  application  by  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches.  She  called  it  a  "win-win”  situa¬ 
tion  and  said  the  board  had  faced  “two 
forces  which  were  in  such  different 
places"  without  describing  either  the 
"forces"  or  the  "places.”  Some  NCC- 
member  churches,  particularly  the  Ortho¬ 
dox  churches,  were  known  to  oppose  the 
"gay  church"  application  so  strongly  that 
they  threatened  to  withdraw  from  the 
council  if  the  vote  were  positive. 

Dr.  Randall  did  not  discuss  NCC  fi¬ 
nances  in  her  interview.  But  an  NCC  staff 
person  told  the  United  Methodist 
NEWSCOPE  that  the  council  has  oper¬ 
ated  in  the  red  for  two  years  and  that  its 
reserves  are  “very  thin.” 

Jim  Styer,  the  council’s  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  finance  and  service, 
said  the  deficits  have  occurred  because 
NCC-member  denominations  have  not 
met  their  "fair  share  askings.” 


WASHINGTON  —  Supporters  of  a  nuclear  weapons  freeze  traveled  to 
Washington  last  March  to  take  part  in  a  peace  rally  which  urged  that  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  and  the  U.  S.  halt  the  arms  race  in  place.  During  1983  support  in¬ 
creased  within  the  churches  for  a  nuclear  freeze.  During  their  spring  meet¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  expressed  "profound  grati¬ 
tude”  to  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  for  their  pastoral  letter  condemning 
the  nuclear  arms  race  and  giving  a  “definite  and  decisive  no”  to  nuclear 
war.  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

History  records  three 
previous  resignations 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  surprising  resignation  of  the  Rev. 
A.  James  Armstrong  is  not  the  first  in  the 
history  of  what  is  now  the  United 
Methodist  episcopacy,  according  to  a 
college  professor  who  has  made 
something  of  a  specialty  studying  the 
episcopacy. 

At  least  three  other  bishops  have  left 
the  active  episcopacy  before  Bishop 
Armstrong,  says  Dr.  Joseph  Mitchell, 
professor  of  philosophy  and  religion  at 
Troy  State  University  in  Troy,  Ala. 

Episcopacy  is  his  specialty 

Dr.  Mitchell,  an  ordained  member  of 
the  Virginia  conference,  admits  to  being 
something  of  an  "episcopal  nut”  in  his 
study  of  the  episcopacy  —  its  occupants, 
its  transformation,  its  elections  and,  as  it 
happens,  its  resignations. 

Thus  he  was  able,  when  informed  by 
the  Reporter  of  Bishop  Armstrong’s 


Regarding  Bishop  Armstrong's 
resignation,  Dr.  Randall  said,  "The  first 
vice  president  has  been  able  to  step  in 
and  pick  up  the  responsibility  with  grace. 
There’s  been  little  serious  disturbance  in 
the  system  because  of  this." 

Dr.  Randall  said  the  council’s  major 
accomplishments  in  1983  included  major 
new  policies  on  China  and  on  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean;  work  by  an 
NCC  presidential  panel  looking  to  set 
future  directions  for  the  ecumenical 
body;  efforts  at  relations  with  Christians 
in  the  Soviet  Union;  working  on  issues  of 
public  education,  and  sponsoring  the  first 
major  U.S.  discussion  on  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  document  on 
"Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry." 

Dr.  Randall  has  indicated  plans  to 
retire  in  1984.  A  search  committee  is  at 
work.  Elections  of  a  new  general 
secretary  and  new  officers  are  expected 
in  November  1984  for  the  1985-87 
triennium. 


Bishop  Phillip  R.  Cousin  has  assumed 
the  presidential  duties  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  after  the  post  was 
vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Bishop 
James  Armstrong. 


resignation,  to  say  immediately  without 
reference  to  any  file  except  the  one  in  his 
head,  that  at  least  three  bishops  have 
resigned  in  the  forebear  churches  which 
made  up  The  Methodist  Church  union  of 
1939,  leading  to  the  Methodist- 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
merger  of  1968. 

The  first  to  resign,  according  to  Dr. 
Mitchell,  was  Bishop  Leonidas  L. 
Hamline.  Elected  in  1844,  he  resigned  the 
"office  of  the  general  superintendency” 
in  1852.  Dr.  Mitchell  said  the 
"Encyclopedia  of  American  Methodism" 
—  a  source  he  draws  on  frequently  — 
indicates  that  Bishop  Hamline  wanted  to 
emphasize  that  the  episcopacy  was  an 
office  from  which  one  could  resign  and 
not  a  third  order  of  the  ministry  (the 
other  two  being  elder  and  deacon). 
Bishop  Hamline  is  the  person  for  whom 
United  Methodist-related  Hamline 
University  in  St.  Paul,  Min/i.,  is  named. 

The  next  to  resign,  according  to  Dr. 
Mitchell,  was  Bishop  Frederick  B. 
Fisher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Elected  from  the  Indiana 
conference  in  1920,  he  was  assigned  to 
India.  But,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell, 
Bishop  Fisher  became  increasingly 
concerned  about  the  power  of  the 
episcopacy  and  submitted  his 
resignation  in  1930.  It  was  not  officially 
accepted  until  the  1932  General 
Conference  in  Atlantic  City.  Former 
Bishop  Fisher  was  appointed  to  a 
pastorate  in  Michigan  and  died  in  1938. 

The  next  to  resign  —  and  the  most 
recent  until  Bishop  Armstrong,  in  Dr. 
Mitchell’s  recollection  —  was  Bishop 
George  Richmond  Grose.  He  was  elected 
in  1924,  also  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  assigned  to  China.  He 
had  been  president  of  UM-related 
DePauw  University  in  Greencastle.  Ind. 

Dr.  Mitchell  .  said  Bishop  Grose 
produced  a  statement  saying  that  he  was 
resigning  on  the  advice  of  a  physician, 
due  to  health  reasons.  After  the  1932 
General  Conference  accepted  his 
resignation  he  was  sent  back  to  the  North 
Indiana  conference  and  placed  on  that 
conference’s  retired  roll. 
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Bicentennial  Minute 

By  M.  THOMAS  SWANTNER 
On  December  24,  1784,  some  60  of  the  more  than  80 
traveling  preachers  of  the  Methodist  Societies  gathered 
in  Lovely  Lane  church  Baltimore,  Maryland,  to  discuss 
and  plan  for  the  post-Revolutionary  War  future  of  the 
Society. 

One  of  the  first  items  of  business  was  the  election  of 
Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke  as  general  superin¬ 
tendents,  known  today  as  bishops.  On  three  successive 
days,  Asbury  was  ordained  deacon,  elder,  and  superin¬ 
tendent,  with  participation  of  Philip  Otterbein,  a  German 
Reformed  pastor,  later  to  become  co-founder  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church. 


Church  secretary, 


101,  can’t  ‘just  sit’ 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  When  the  old  year 
passes.  Margaret  Fessenden  will  have 
completed  a  quarter-century  as  a  church 
secretary.  There’s  nothing  unusual  about 
that  except  that  she  didn’t  START  the  job 
until  she  was  76!  In  the  following  article, 
her  long-time  friend  writes  about  the 
woman  who  may  be  United  Methodism’s 
oldest  living  church  secretary. 

By  MILDRED  VANDENBURGH 

SALEM,  Ore.  —  “It’s  a  mistake  to 
crawl  into  a  hole  and  think  the  world 
owes  you  a  living  just  because  you’ve 
been  around  a  long  time,”  says  101-year- 
old  Margaret  Fessenden,  who  looks 
several  decades  younger  than  her  age. 

Margaret  was  76  when  she  answered  a 
call  for  a  volunteer  to  help  sort  and 
address  mail  in  the  business  office  of  her 
own  First  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

She  was  a  widow  with  a  minimal 
income,  no  children,  a  frail  body,  and  no 
college  education  or  vocational  training 
or  experience.  But  surely,  she  thought, 
she  could  sort  and  address  mail. 

After  a  few  years  of  capable  and  re¬ 
liable  service,  she  was  placed  on  the  pay¬ 
roll.  Her  active  mind  had  picked  up  such 
secretarial  skills  as  typing  and  running 
the  addressing  machine. 

One  of  her  duties  was  to  keep  track  of 
church  members,  and  she  possessed  a 
gift  of  remembering  names  —  a  useful 
aptitude  for  her  job  but  one  which 
commonly  dwindles  with  age.  That  is 
still  one  of  her  regular  tasks. 

Margaret’s  90th  birthday  was  cele¬ 
brated  at  the  church  with  a  banquet, 
birthday  cake,  cards  and  gifts.  The 
Salem  press  publicized  "Margaret 
Fessenden  Day”  with  a  feature  article 
and  her  photo. 

It  wasn’t  a  farewell  party.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  annual  "Margaret  Fessen¬ 
den”  celebrations. 

The  day  after  her  99th  birthday 
celebration  Margaret  flew  to  Calgary, 
Alberta  —  her  hometown  for  20  years  — 
to  visit  her  sister-in-law.  There  her  birth¬ 
day  was  commemorated  again,  as  it 
always  had  been. 


She  rides  buses  to  spend  holidays  with 
a  younger  brother  and  his  family  in 
southern  Oregon. 

Her  home  is  an  apartment  on  the  sixth 
floor  of  Pringle  Creek  Senior 
Apartments,  ju$t  three  blocks  from  the 
church.  There  her  piano  is  her  pride  and 
joy.  She  can  still  play  music  she  learned 
from  early  childhood. 

During  one  February  flood  stage  in 
Oregon,  flooding  in  the  basement  of 
Pringle  Creek  Apartments  caused  mal¬ 
function  of  the  elevator.  For  several 
days,  Margaret  climbed  80  steps  to  her 
sixth-floor  apartment  after  a  full  day’s 
work. 

"It  is  a  blessing  to  be  needed  and 
wanted,”  she  says.  “I  like  my  work  —  the 
nice  people  I  work  with  —  to  be  useful.  I 
couldn’t  just  sit.  They  need  what  I  do  and 
depend  on  me. 

"As  long  as  God  gives  me  strength,  I 
intend  to  serve  Him  the  best  I  can,"  she 
says. 

Ms.  Vandenburgh,  85,  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  A  former 
missionary  to  India,  she  returned  to  that 
country  on  a  brief  missions  assignment 
when  she  was  80. 


Margaret  Fessenden 


‘Year  of  the  Bible’  is 
called  distribution  success 


By  Religious  News  Service 
President  Reagan’s  Year  of  the  Bible 
proclamation  has  had  at  least  one  tangi¬ 
ble  result:  Bible  distribution  increased 
significantly  in  1983. 

The  American  Bible  Society  reports 
that  it  distributed  5.7  million  copies  of 
Scripture  which  can  be  traced  directly  to 
requests  for  items  designed  in  connection 
with  the  celebration. 

It  says  the  most  sought-after  Year  of 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

S25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
^additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance _ 

STAY  WITHIN  YOUR  1984  BUDGET  Budget 
analysis  for  churches,  Free  consultation.  Computer 
Resources  and  Technology.  710  Sugarplum  Circle, 
Sugar  land,  TX  77478  (  713)  491-5154. 

CHRISTIAN  COUPLE:  Large  United  Methodist 

Church  in  Winter  Haven,  Florida,  seeks  sober, 
dependable  and  hard  working  couple  to  team  as 
custodians.  Ideal  for  recently  retired  military.  No 
grounds  keeping  Mechanical  ability  a  plus.  Spacious 
home  overlooking  lake  part  of  the  deal.  Send  resume 
plus  four  references  to  Administrator,  700  N.  Lake 
Howard  Drive.  Winter  Haven.  FL  33881  I 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  to  work  with  predominant¬ 

ly  black  UMC  congregations  in  Nashville  District 
and  in  admissions  for  Scarritt  College.  Contact  the 
Rev  John  Corry,  Meharry  Medical  College,  Box  507, 

Nashville,  TN  37208  by  Jan.  31. _ 

FUND  RAISERS:  Group  or  individual.  Sugar-free 
candies  &  foods  Delicious  satisfaction  guaranteed 
Low  capital  needed  $23  start.  D.B.  Brooks,  Box  573, 
St.  Charles.  MO  63301 


SPRING-AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies.  Reserve  now.  In¬ 

comparable  view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies 
$125  week,  $400  four  weks;  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB 
1138,  WaynesviUe  NC  28786  (  704  )  627-6067 _ 

RED  BIRD  MISSION  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  will 
accept  applications  for  Executive  Director  up  until 
March  1.  1984.  Contact  Pearl  Estridge,  Chairman  of 
Personnel  Committee,  Red  Bird  Mission.  Beverly, 
KY  40913  (  606  )  337-3300. _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  —  opening  for  enthusiastic  per¬ 
son  capable  of  leading  a  dynamic  program  in  a  grow¬ 
ing  church.  Salary  and  benefits  from  $16,000  depen¬ 
ding  on  education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to 
Ray  Karrer,  Chairman,  PPR  Committee,  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  673,  Paris,  TX 
75460. _ 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  leach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER !  Introductory  Kit  SIS 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


the  Bible  item  was  a  four-page  selection 
called  "God  Speaks.”  With  a  cover  illus¬ 
tration  that  depicts  Moses  and  Jesus 
speaking  to  a  throng  of  people,  the  book¬ 
let  contains  the  Ten  Commandments,  the 
Beatitudes,  and  Christ’s  Great  Com¬ 
mandment. 

Statewide  observances  also  proved 
successful  in  promoting  Bible  distribu¬ 
tion  this  year.  William  Richardson,  past 
president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety  and  director  of  the  state’s  Year  of  the 
Bible  observance,  says  he  filled  nearly 
10,000  orders  for  Bibles  since  last  spring, 
and  more  than  half  of  those  have  come  in 
the  last  two  months. 

The  same  is  true  of  Bible-reading 
guides,  Mr.  Richardson  says.  “I  had  10 
cartons  of  guides  that  came  in  just  two 
days  ago  and  they’re  all  gone.  Just  two 
days  ago  I  had  to  put  in  an  order  for 
another  12  cartons  of  Bibles.” 

For  commercial  publishers,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  trace  sales  increases  to  the  Year 
of  the  Bible  since  most  of  their  orders 
come  from  bookstores  or  individuals, 
rather  than  church  groups. 

RNS  gets  Luce  grant 

NEW  YORK  -  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  was  awarded  a  $25,000  grant 
here  last  week  by  the  Henry  Luce  Foun¬ 
dation  to  assist  in  the  transition  of  Re¬ 
ligious  News  Service  from  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews  to  the 
Reporter. 

The  transfer  of  ownership  of  the  re¬ 
spected  but  financially-ailing  news  ser¬ 
vice  took  place  on  November  16.  The 
Luce  Foundation  is  one  of  several  to 
which  the  Reporter  has  applied  for  short¬ 
term  assistance  in  saving  the  50-year  old, 
one-of-a-kind  news  service  from  extinc¬ 
tion,  and  the  first  to  provide  such  assis¬ 
tance. 

The  Luce  Foundation’s  namesake  is 
probably  best  known  as  the  founder  and 
publisher  of  Time  Magazine  as  well  as  a 
variety  of  special  interest  magazines. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
chief  executive  of  the  Reporter  and 
chairman  of  the  Religious  News  Service 
board  said:  "We  are  delighted  by  the 
confidence  this  grant  expresses  in  the 
importance  of  Religious  News  Service, 
and  particularly  since  it  comes  from  a 
foundation  associated  with  one  of  our  na¬ 
tion’s  foremost  journalistic  enterprises. 
It  strengthens  our  conviction  that  RNS 
can  become  a  financially  viable,  self- 
sustaining  news  operation  performing  a 
vital  service  for  hundreds  of  religious 
and  secular  publications  and  news- 
related  organizations." 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  sfivenew!  Christian  home 
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Whatever  happened  to  ...  ? 

Reporter  Staff  follows  up  on  news  personalities ,  events 


KKK  target 

SAUGUS,  Mass.  —  Since  his  harrowing 
run-in  with  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  three  years 
ago  as  a  pastor  in  West  Virginia,  the  Rev. 
Michael  Curry  reports  he  has  had  no 
further  contact  with  the  KKK. 

In  1980  both  he  and  his  wife  received 
threats  against  their  lives  stemming  from 
Mr.  Curry’s  refusal  to  permit  the  Klan  to 
hold  a  recruiting  rally  in  his  church. 

Mr.  Curry  said  his  experience  showed 
“United  Methodist  connectionalism  at  its 
best.”  In  particular  he  praised  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  of  the  West  Virginia 
Area  and  Bishop  George  Bashore  of  the 
Boston  Area  in  arranging  his  transfer  to 
safety  and  a  new  appointment. 

Meanwhile,  his  successor  in  West 
Virginia,  the  Rev.  Gene  Holt,  reports 
that  "there  have  been  no  incidents 
whatsoever”  related  to  the  KKK  since  he 
assumed  pastoral  responsibility  for  the 
church.  "There  is  Klan  activity  in  the 
state,”  he  said,  "but  not  really  in 
Doddridge  County.”  Mr.  Holt  added  that 
the  whole  episode  “seemed  to  have 
centered  on  Mike.” 

-STEPHEN  SWECKER 

‘UCLA’s 
Carrie  Nation’ 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Professor  Edward 
L.  Rada  —  "UCLA’s  Carrie  Nation”  — 
continues  to  win  his  delaying  battle  in 
keeping  the  sale  of  alcoholic  beverages 
off  the  giant  UCLA  campus. 

On  June  25,  1982,  the  Reporter  told  of 
the  United  Methodist  layman’s  20-year 
crusade  to  guard  against  what  he  called 
alcohol’s  destructive  effect  on  the  educa¬ 
tional  climate.  Although  all  other  Califor¬ 
nia  state  university  campuses  had  beer 
and  wine  sales  by  1982,  Dr.  Rada  had  just 
succeeded  in  securing  the  rejection  of  a 
license  request  from  UCLA’s  student 
union. 

Since  then,  some  students  have  sought 
to  circumvent  a  law  forbidding  granting 
liquor  licenses  to  student  organizations 
by  contracting  with  a  vending  company. 
That  vending  company  was  successful  in 
October  in  obtaining  a  license  to  serve  al¬ 
cohol  in  the  UCLA  student  union. 

But  the  beer  and  wine  still  are  not  flow¬ 
ing  and  are  not  likely  to  do  so  until  at 
least  late  spring  while  Dr.  Rada  and 
others  appeal  the  decision  to  the  state  Al¬ 
coholic  Beverages  Control  Board. 

He  says  he  is  "very  grateful”  for 
powerful  support  from  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area  through 
his  columns  in  the  Circuit  West  edition  of 
the  Reporter.  The  bishop  recently  asked 
United  Methodists  to  join  him  in  writing 
to  the  gQvernor  and  other  state  officiate, 
asking  them  to  halt  the  beverage  license 
for  the  UCLA  student  union. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

$6.5  million 
hunger  appeal 

NEW  YORK  —  Four  months  after 
Church  World  Service  announced  that  it 
is  seeking  $6.5  million  in  cash  and 
donated  goods  in  response  to  a  "steadily 
worsening  global  food  crisis,”  the  agency 
had  only  $756,000  “in  the  kitty,” 
according  to  a  financial  officer. 

Of  that  total  $650,000  was  contributed 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  to  Church  World  Service,  the 
development  and  relief  agency  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

However,  the  Rev.  Paul  McCleary 
expects  to  reach  the  $6.5  million  goal  and 
several  denominational  appeals  have 
just  gone  out. 

Responses  have  also  come  by  way  of 
donated  food.  This  month  the  WHEAT 
campaign  in  Washington  collected 
200,000  pounds  of  wheat  for  shipment  to 
Bolivia,  reported  Larry  Hollon,  informa¬ 
tion  officer.  He  said  urban  residents  held 
CROP  walks  to  raise  the  cash  for 
shipping  and  bagging  costs  while 
Washington  farmers  contributed  the 
grain.  "That  kind  of  cooperation  is 
relatively  rare,”  he  said,  "but  great 
when  it  happens.” 

-SHARON  MIELKE 

‘Bishop 

investigation’  figures 

Of  the  three  main  figures  in  the  widely- 
publicized  1982  formal  investigation  into 
one  United  Methodist  bishop,  only  one  is 
still  where  he  was  at  that  time. 

He  is  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  of  the 
Denver  Area,  which  includes  the  Rocky 
Mountain  and  Yellowstone  conferences. 
Two  formal  inquiries  in  1982  found  he  had 
committed  no  chargeable  offense  related 
to  his  appointment  of  a  self -identified 
homosexual  person  to  a  church  in  Den¬ 
ver. 

Bishop  Wheatley  will  retire  from  the 
active  episcopacy  in  1984.  He  remains  a 
leader  in  the  movement  to  oppose  discri¬ 
mination  on  the  basis  of  one’s  sexual  pre¬ 
ference.  In  public  appearances,  he  iden¬ 
tifies  books,  articles  and  other  resources, 
congregations  and  other  groups  active  in 
equal  rights  concerns. 

The  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  whose  self-iden¬ 
tification  as  a  homosexual  while  youth 
minister  at  First  UMC  in  Boulder,  Colo., 
in  1982  set  off  the  controversy,  remains 
under  Bishop  Wheatley’s  appointment 
but  is  not  now  serving  a  church.  He  is 
attending  school. 

The  Rev.  David  Hendrix,  the  young 
pastor  of  a  three-point  charge  in  Georgia 
who  led  his  members  in  filing  formal 
charges  of  heresy  against  Bishop  Wheat- 
ley,  has  taken  a  leave  of  absence  from 
the  two-point  charge  to  which  he  was  as¬ 
signed  last  summer. 


In  a  mimeographed  Advent  1983  letter 
to  friends.  Dr.  Hendrix  said  he  hoped  to 
use  his  eight-month  leave  "to  help  people 
be  aware  of  three  critical  issues  facing 
our  society  and  our  churches  today.”  He 
identified  those  as  abortion,  homosexual¬ 
ity,  and  "missions  that  is  faithful  to  the 
Great  Commission. " 

Dr.  Hendrix  said,  "I  thought  I  had  done 
'my  part’  by  filing  charges  (against  Bish1 
op  Wheatley)  and  going  before  the  (West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction)  Committee  on  Investi¬ 
gation.  I  know  now  that  I’ve  got  to  do 
more.  All  of  us  have  to  do  more.  That 
‘roaring  lion’  is  seeking  to  devour  all  that 
is  decent  in  our  world.  Resist,  be  strong 
in  your  faith!” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Houston’s 
shelter  program 

HOUSTON  —  The  United  Methodist 
pastor  who  led  his  congregation  into  an 
emergency  shelter  program  for  this  city’s 
homeless  persons  a  year  ago  is  in  the 
same  ministry— only  more  so  as  the  new 
year  begins. 

The  Rev.  Ron  Pogue  of  Bering  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  chairs  the  mayor’s  new  task 
force  on  emergency  shelter. 

The  church  opened  its  Fellowship  Hall 
to  overnight  visitors  Dec.  5  and  will  conti¬ 
nue  it  through  March  31.  Mr.  Pogue  said 
the  overnight  count  has  not  been  as  high 
so  far  this  year  as  last,  when  more  than 
100  persons  spent  nights  there. 

A  United  Methodist  facility.  Anchor 
House,  near  downtown  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  as  the  daily  receiving  and  screen¬ 
ing  location  for  programs  coordinated  by 
the  mayor’s  task  force.  Persons  there 
are  offered  a  free  shower  and  meal,  then 
bused  to  overnight  locations  such  as 
Bering  UMC. 

He  said  United  Way  had  given  Bering 
church  $26,500  to  continue  its  program. 
This  allowed  the  hiring  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman,  Joe  N.  Westerlage,  as  di¬ 
rector.  Mr.  Pogue  said  that  a  strong  vo¬ 
lunteer  response  has  continued. 

For  his  efforts  in  starting  the  shelter 
program  with  assistance  of  the  Texas 
conference  and  direct  support  of  Bishop 
Finis  Crutchfield,  Mr.  Pogue  received 
the  religious  service  award  from  the 
Houston  chapter  of  the  National  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Christians  and  Jews. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

‘Iron  Rangers’ 

IRON  RANGE,  Minn.  —  A  year  ago, 
United  Methodists  Ron  and  Shirlee 
Erickson  were  fretting  about  the  area’s 
50  percent  unemployment  and  wondering 
if  the  Range  was  changed  forever  by  the 
collapse  of  the  area’s  mining  industry 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  24, 1982). 

They  said  they  probably  would  be 
forced  to  leave  their  home  if  the  mines 
didn’t  reopen  soon. 

The  mines  did  open  for  a  few  months, 
but  with  less  than  half  the  crew.  Most 
miners  with  less  than  16  years  experi¬ 
ence  now  have  not  worked  since  July  1982 
in  Hoyt  Lakes  and  Aurora  where  unem¬ 
ployment  is  the  same  as  last  year  — 
about  80  percent.  Those  miners  haven’t 
received  unemployment  compensation 
for  a  year  and  are  living  on  welfare,  says 
the  Rev.  Mark  Johnson,  pastor  of  the  UM 
churches  in  the  two  towns. 

One  thing  that  is  better  than  a  year  ago 
is  that  people  no  longer  are  denying  that 
everything  has  changed  permanently, 
Mr.  Johnson  says.  Many  persons  are  be¬ 
ing  re-trained  for  jobs  in  other  parts  of 
the  nation.  With  the  economy  of  much  of 
the  nation  improving,  more  people  are 
finding  jobs  elsewhere,  he  says. 

The  Ericksons  of  Aurora  UMC  moved 
this  month  to  a  suburb  of  St.  Paul.  "The 
exodus  is  starting,”  Mr.  Johnson  says. 
"We’re  losing  some  of  our  churches’  best 
leaders.” 

However,  he  says,  the  crisis  has 
caused  members  who  still  are  working  to 
re-examine  their  commitment  to  the 
church.  They  are  financially  supporting 
the  churches  at  a  higher  level  than  at  any 
time  in  their  30-year  history,  he  says. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

TV  campaign  debt 

NASHVILLE  -  United  Methodist 
Communications  is  "right  on  schedule” 
and  will  stay  that  way  until  its  full  $1  mil¬ 
lion  debt  is  repaid. 

Those  were  the  emphatic  words  of 
UMCom  Treasurer  Peggy  Welshans.  She 
was  speaking  of  the  debt  which  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  communications  agency  in¬ 
curred  in  the  ill-fated  "National  TV  Pre¬ 
sence”  and  Ministry  Campaign  Fund¬ 
raising  of  1981-82. 

The  debt  is  being  repaid  out  of  UMCom 
operating  budgets  at  $40,000  per  month. 
Ms.  Welshans  said  the  final  payment  will 
be  made  December  1984  to  the  church’s 
general  treasury.  The  treasury  advanced 
the  $1  million  in  an  attempt  to  keep  the 
fund-raising  campaign  alive;  but  cash 
and  pledges  to  the  $25  million  campaign 
barely  topped  $500,000  before  it  was  shut 
down. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

South  Africa- 
IRD  charge 

At  its  meeting  in  the  spring  of  1983,  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  formed  a  committee  to  find  if  there 
were  any  financial  connections  between 
the  government  of  South  Africa  and  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
(IRD). 

The  connection  was  widely  suggested 


in  rumors  among  mainline  Protestant  of¬ 
ficials  after  IRD  was  extensively  quoted 
last  winter  in  media  criticism  of  those  of¬ 
ficials’  alleged  “softness”  on  the  human 
rights  abuses  of  leftist  governments. 

The  Church  and  Society  committee 
does  not  have  any  such  connections  to  re¬ 
port,  according  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Mc¬ 
Lean,  who  staffs  the  committee.  In¬ 
stead,  the  committee  has  changed  its 
focus.  It  is  now  describing  the  nature  of 
the  controversy  that  raged  during  1983 
over  mainline  Protestant  involvement  in 
other  nations.  It  plans  to  report  to  the 
Church  and  Society  board  next  spring. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Robb,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  who  heads  IRD,  claimed  the 
lack  of  findings  by  the  committee  shows 
the  absurdity  of  the  charge.  He  said  the 
IRD  —  which  publicly  has  condemned  the 
apartheid  system  of  South  Africa  —  wel¬ 
comed  the  Church  and  Society  investiga¬ 
tion  in  hopes  it  would  end  the  rumors 
which  "smacked  of  a  kind  of  McCarthy- 
ism”  against  critics  of  church  actions. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

AIDS  victim 

BETHESDA,  Md.  —  Charles  Bergner, 
United  Methodist  layman  suffering  from 
the  rare,  mystery  disease  AIDS,  has 
been  readmitted  to  the  National  Institute 
of  Health  here  ( see  UMR,  July  1 ) . 

His  pastor,  The  Rev.  Paul  Abels  of 
Washington  Square  UMC  in  New  York 
City,  said  Mr.  Bergner  has  overcome 
pneumonia  and  that  chemotherapy  ap¬ 
parently  arrested  his  intestinal  cancer. 
But  a  rare  blood  disease  is  the  latest 
threat,  he  said. 

Mr.  Abels  praised  the  staff  at  the 
federally-funded  medical  research 
center  for  their  “pastoral  ministry”  to 
Mr.  Bergner  and  the  25  or  30  other  AIDS 
victims.  He  also  praised  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  Washington  area,  including 
the  Rev.  Joe  Weber  of  the  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  School  faculty  who  lives  only  10 
minutes’  walk  from  the  research  center, 
for  their  hospitality  to  Mr.  Bergner’s 
family  and  other  visitors.  "Joe  Weber  is 
Charles'  pastor  in  my  absence,”  Mr. 
Abels  said. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Endorsements 
for  bishop 

At  year’s  end  an  unofficial  total  of  48 
persons  were  reportedly  endorsed  as 
candidates  for  the  United  Methodist  epis¬ 
copacy. 

Latest  reported  are  the  Rev.  Richard 
A.  Thornburg,  superintendent  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  West  District,  by  the’ New  York 
conference  delegation  to  the  1984  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conference;  and 
the  Rev.  Leroy  Moore,  executive  director 
of  the  Iowa  Conference  council  on  minis¬ 
tries,  by  the  Iowa  delegation  to  the  North 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Eighteen  vacancies  are  expected  in  the 
episcopacy  in  1984.  Paragraph  508.1  of 
the  "Book  of  Discipline”  provides  that  a 
bishop  must  retire  at  age  66  if  his  or  her 
birthday  falls  on  or  before  July  1  of  the 
year  in  which  jurisdictional  conferences 
meet  to  elect  and  assign  bishops.  Retire¬ 
ment  is  effective  Aug.  31  of  that  year. 

Scheduled  to  retire  Aug.  31, 1984,  under 
the  mandatory  retirement  rule  are  (with 
birth  year):' 


North  Central  Jurisdiction:  Wayne  K; 
Clymer,  1917;  Dwight  E.  Loder,  1914;; 
Marjorie  Matthews,  1916. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction:  John  B 
Warman.  1915;  Roy  C.  Nichols,  1918;  D; 
Frederick  Wertz,  1916. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction:  Monk; 
Bryan,  1914;  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  1916.  * 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction:  L.  Scott 
Allen,  1918;  William  R.  Cannon,  1916;  H, 
Ellis  Finger  Jr.,  1916;  Joel  D.  McDavid; 
1916;  Frank  L.  Robertson,  1917;  and  Ed¬ 
ward  L.  Tullis,  1917. 

Western  Jurisdiction:  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.,  1915;  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy, 
1918. 

In  addition  to  these  taking  mandatory 
retirement  there  are  two  other  vacancies 
in  the  Council  of  Bishops.  One  was 
created  by  the  death  of  Bishop  J.  Ken¬ 
neth  Shamblin  of  the  Louisiana  Area 
(South  Central  Jurisdiction),  the  other 
by  the  resignation  of  Bishop  A.  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Indiana  Area  (North 
Central  Jurisdiction). 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Religious  support 
for  Nestle  boycott 

ELGIN,  ILL. —One  of  the  five 
Christian  denominations  that  have 
provided  the  core  of  religious  support  for 
the  boycott  of  Nestle  Corp.  products  has 
now  rescinded  its  1979  endorsement  of 
the  five-year-old  boycott. 

The  General  Board  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  determined  that  the  boycott 
had  achieved  its  objective  of  changing 
Nestle  policy  and  behavior  concerning 
the  marketing  of  infant  formula.  The 
Rev.  Robert  Neff,  chief  executive  of  the 
denomination,  said  congregations  had 
actively  participated  in  the  boycott. 

Dr.  Neff  said  the  General  Board  now 
takes  a  position  similar  to  that  of  the 
United  Methodist  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  that  the  time  has  come  to  declare  a 
victory  and  move  on  to  other  problems. 

That  leaves  four  denominations 
supporting  the  boycott:  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  Disciples  of  Christ, 
American  Baptist  Churches  and  United 
Church  of  Christ. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 

Convicted 
draft  register 

SAN  DIEGO  —  Benjamin  H.  Sasway, 
who  was  convicted  for  failure  to  register 
for  the  draft,  has  returned  to  his  studies 
at  Humboldt  State  University  in- Areata, 
Calif.  The  23-year-old  was  sentenced  to3Q 
months  in  prison  in  August  1982.  After 
spending  40  days  in  the  maximum  securi¬ 
ty  federal  prison  here,  he  was  released 
on  $10,000  bail  pending  an  appeal. 

Mr.  Sasway  spent  the  following  months 
on  a  lecture  circuit,  speaking  across  the 
United  States  on  his  reasons  for  resisting 
draft  registration.  His  case  was  appealed 
in  July  1983,  but  no  decision  has  been 
made.  His  mother  and  sister  are  active 
members  of  Vista  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Mr.  Sasway  was  the  second  man  con¬ 
victed  for  failing  to  register  since  regis¬ 
tration  was  reinstituted  in  1980.  The  first 
was  a  member  of  the  Mennonite  church. 

-  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


Dear  church  leader: 


Have  you  ever  dreamed  of  the  day  your  church  could 
hire  a  competent,  proven,  well-trained  and  untiring 
assistant  to  help  carry  out  your  program  of  visitation, 
stewardship  and  pastoral  care? 

Have  you  ever  dreamed  of  having  this  kind  of  an 
assistant  to  visit  every  home  in  your  congregation 
regularly,  maybe  every  week?  The  visits  would  be  to  the 
homes  of  inactive  as  well  as  to  the  homes  of  active 
families. 

Of  course  every  church  leader  has. 

Every  pastor  has  an  over-crowded  schedule  and  has 
dreamed  of  ways  to  have  an  assistant  with  many  regular 
duties  so  that  more  time  could  be  devoted  to  more  urgent 
pastoral  responsibilities. 

Every  active  church  leader  values  regular  com¬ 
munication  between  members  of  the  church. 

Since  you,  as  a  church  leader  and/or  pastor,  have 
dreamed  of  that  day,  you  likely  have  also  awakened  to 
the  harsh  reality  that  there  just  hasn’t  been  enough 
money  to  hire  the  kind  of  assistant  needed,  and  perhaps 
not  the  person  available  to  do  all  that  needs  to  be  done. 

Now  this  dream  can  come  true! 

Yes,  it’s  true!  Your  church  can  have  an  assistant  in  the 
form  of  a  weekly  newspaper  which  can  help  fulfill  needs 
of  evangelism,  fund  raising,  visitation  and  regular  com¬ 
munication  with  every  church  family. 

Everything  considered,  that  is  the  most  economical  and 
by  far  the  most  effective,  efficient  and  widely  used 
method  for  keeping  every  member  of  the  congregation 
informed,  interested,  participating  and  giving  —  because 
.  they  are  INFORMED. 

Start  making  your  dream  a  reality  now. 

Write  or  call:  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
William  R.  Bailey,  Associate  Circulation  Director,  P.O. 
Box  221076,  Dept.  C,  Dallas,  Texas  75222  (214)  630-6495. 

He  can  tell  you  more  about  this  new  assistant,  and  offer 
suggestions  as  to  how  you  can  afford  it. 

Many  churches  of  all  sizes  have  already  found  out  how 
to  make  their  dream  a  reality.  Ask  us  for  a  list  of 
churches  you  can  contact  about  the  value  of  their 
newspaper/assistant. 


